Our Firm Foundation
The 7th Day Sabbath

Volume 7

Immutable Law of God

The Everlasting Gospel

Number 2

Has God Ordained Independent Self-Supporting Work? see page 8

itorial
M

y people are destroyed for lack of

knowledge: because thou has rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee,
that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing
thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I
will also forget thy children." Hosea 4:6
It has been my privilege to preach
the three angels' messages and the
cleansing of the sanctuary in many
countries of the world to people who
arc hungering and thirsting after righteousness. Sometimes the congregations are large, other times they arc

small, but one condition is always
prevalent: there is an urgency in their
souls. They have great concern for
their own souls and for the souls of
others. Their experience may be described with these inspired words from
our prophet:
"The leaven of godliness has not
entirely lost its power. At the time when
the danger and depression of the church
are greatest, the litlle company who are
standing in the light will be sighing and
crying for the abominations that are
done in the land. But more especially
will their prayers arise in behalf of the
church because its members are doing
after the manner of the world." Testimonies, vol. 5, 209--210
Almost every weekend this past
year we have been among our people
in camp meetings and weekend semi-

times fallen on deaf ears, and so they
come to meet in halls or rented
churches not of our faith, to hear the
doctrines preached that made us God's
remnant church.
God promised that when the ministers were unfaithful He would take
charge of the faithful and obedient
people Himself. "If all that appears to
be divine life were such in reality; if all
who profess to present the truth to the
world were preaching for the truth and
not against it, and if they were men of
God guided by His Spirit-then might
we see something cheering amid the
prevailing moral darkness. But the
spirit of antichrist is prevailing to such
an extent as never before. Well may we
exclaim: 'Help, Lord; for the godly
man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from
among the children of men.' Psalm
12:1. I know that many think far too
favorably of the present time. These
ease-loving souls will be engulfed in
the general ruin. Yet we do not despair.
We have been inclined to think that
where there arc no faithful ministers

there can be no true Christians, but this
is not the case. God has promised that
where the shepherds are not true He
will take charge of the flock Himself.
God has never made the flock wholly
dependent upon human instrumentalities. But the days of purification of the
church are hastening on apace. God
will have a people pure and true. In the
mighty sifting soon to take place wc
shall be better able to measure the
strength of Israel. The signs reveal that
the time is near when the Lord will

nars, along with those who preach with

manifest that His fan is in His hand,

me. Many voices are crying out against

and He will thoroughly purge His
floor." Testimonies, vol. 5,79-80
Ellen White makes it very clear that
many, yes, the majority of our people,
will be lost for eternity, because they

the celebration movement and Neuro-

Linguistic Programming. They mourn
over many of the sermons that are
preached from our pulpits. See Testimonies to Ministers, 409-410. They
tell stories of how they have been removed from their church offices, cen-

sored and even disfellowshiped for
speaking out against the apostasy in the
church. But their cries have many
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did not know the truth as it is in Jesus

and therefore they could not live it by
the power of the Holy Spirit. See ibid.,
136; vol. 8, 41; vol. 5, 50; vol. 1,
608-609. Jesus said "for many are
called, but few arc chosen,ll Matthew

22:14. Why are so many rejected in the
final judgment?
Many of those who are rejected are
amazed, and challenge that rejection.
"Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord,

Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Father which is in heaven. Many will say
to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we

not prophesied in thy name? and in thy
narne have east out devils? and in thy
narne done many wonderful works? And
then will I profess unto them, I never

knew you: depan from me, ye that work
iniquity." Matthew 7:21-23
Those who were rejected had left
their first love. They had a form of
religion: they went to church and paid
their tithe. This they should have done,
but the love and faith of Christ were
missing; they could not enter into the joy
of salvation. They wanted to be saved by
their own standard of righteousness. See
Selected Messages, book 1, 370-371
God has men, women, and young
people in this fateful hour of church
history who will stand and be faithful to
truth. Even though truth demands their
very lives, they would rather die than
sin. Only those who have conquered
every weakness of character by the

power of the Holy Spirit will receive the
seal of the living God. See Educarion,
257; Testimonies, YOI. 1, 144; ibid., Yol.
3 106-107; Testimonies to Millisters,
507-506
The purging is now in process. God
will have a purified people, a purified
ministry, who will be faithful members
of His last-day remnaIll church. The
unfaithfut are destroyed for lack of
knowledge and experience in righteousness.

Let each member of the church study
this important warning and reproof. Let
each one consider whether, in contending for the truth, in debating on the
theory, he has not lost the tender love of
Christ.
Ron Spear-EDITOR
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W

E all know
that
our
prophet was laid to
rest in 1915. But
with her prophetic
writings we from
time to time are
able to ask some
vital questions for
this very important
end time. In this
issue we want to
find the answers to
some of her statements about our
church in the last
days.
Adventists have long quoted a familiar statement by our propbet, which is
bere given in part. It comes from Selected
Messages, lxlok 2, 380: ''We are to be
ready and waiting for the orders of God.
Nations will bestirred to their very center.
Support will be withdrawn from those
who proclaim God's only standard of
righteousness, the only sure test ofcharacter. And all who will not bow to the decree
of the national counciis and obey the
national laws to exalt the sabbath insti·
tuted by the man of sin, to the disregard of
God's holy day, will feel, not the oppressive power of popery alone, but of the
Protestant world, the image of the beast.
"Satan will work his miracles to
deceive; he will set up his power as
supreme. The church may appear as
about to fall, but it does not fall. It
remains, while the sinners in Zion will
be sifted out-the chaff separated from
the precious wheat. This is a terrible

-IIi

defects of character. They need the
converting power
of God." Selected
Messages, book 2,
380; Letter 55,
1886
When this letter is read In its full
context it is very
evident that the
uchuJch" is referring to God's faithful, loyal and obedient people. As
they face the mark
of the beast, Sunday laws, and persecution, it seems that they cannot stand.
They are faced with persecution from
within the church. See Selected Messages, book 1, 122; Testimonies, vol. 5,

An Interview With Ellen White
ordeal, but nevertheless it must take
place. None but those who have been
overcoming by the blood of the Lamb
and the word of their testimony will be
found with the loyal and true, without
spot or stain of sin, without guile in their
mouths. We must be divested of our
self-righteousness and arrayed in the
righteousness of Christ.
"The remnant that purify their souls
by obeying the truth gather strength
from the trying process, exhibiting the
beauty of holiness amid the surrounding
apostasy. All these, He says, 'I have
graven ... upon the palms of my hands.'
Isaiah 49:16. They are held in everlasting, imperishable remembrance. We
want faith now, living faith. We want to
have a living testimony that shall cut to
the heart of the sinner. There is too much
sermonizing and too lillIe ministering.
We want the holy unction. We need the
spirit and fervor of the truth. Many of the
ministers are half paralyzed by their own
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463; Tile Great Controversy, 608
They are challenged by laws that try
to force them to give up the holy Sabbath and worship on Sunday. They 'are
caught between these two persecutions,
and from the human standpoint they
cannot endure through this awful moment, but they stand. Ellen White explains in these prophetic words: "Let me
tell you that the Lord will work in this
last work in a manner very much out of
the common order of things, and in a
way that will be contrary to any human
planning. There will be those among us
who will always want to control the
work of God, to dictate even what movements shall be made when the work goes
forward under the direction of the angel
who joins the third angel in the message

to be given to the world. God will use
ways and means by which it will be seen
that He is taking the reins in His own
hands. The workers will be surprised by
the simple means that He will use to
bring about and perfect His work of

righteousness." Testimonies to Ministers, 300. They stand while the latter rain
falls upon them as it did on the apostles
at Pentecost.
But with that introduction let us now
begin asking the prophet some very
important questions dealing with God's
remnant church in this end time.
Is it true, Sister White, that as we
come near the end of the great controversy that our beloved church will
follow in the same paths of apostasy
that have heen recorded in Scripture
of the ancient church?
"I have been shown that the spirit of
the world is fast leavening the church.
You are fOllowing the same path as did
ancient Israel. There is the same falling
away from your holy calling as God's
peculiar people. You are having fellowship with the unfruitful works ofdarkness.
Your concord with unbelievers has provoked the Lord's displeasure. You know
not the things that belong to your peace,
and they are fast being hid from your eyes.
Your neglect to follow the light will place
you in a more unfavorable position than
the Jews upon whom Christ pronounced a
woe." Testimonies, vol. 5, 75-76

people. Many idols are worshiped, even
by professed Sabbathkeepers. God
especially charged His ancient people
to guard against idolatry, for if they
should be led away from serving the
living God, His curse would rest upon
them, while if they would love Him
with all their heart, with all their soul,
and with all their might, He would
abundantly bless them in basket and in
store, and would remove sickness from
the midst of them.
"A blessing or a curse is now before
the people of God-a blessing if they
come out from the world and are separate, and walk in the path of humble
obedience; and a curse if they unite with
the idolatrous, who trample upon the
high claims of Heaven. The sins and
irtiquities of rebellious Israel are recorded and the picture presented before
us as a warning that if we intitate their
example of transgression and depart
from God we shall fall as surely as did
they. 'Now all these things happened
unto them for ensamples: and they are
written for our admonition, upon whom
the ends of the world are come.'
1 Corinthians 10:11." Ibid., vol. 1,609
Why has the latter rain been so long
delayed?
"In the vision given me in Rochester,
New York, December 25, 1865, I was
shown that a most solemn work is before

to receive the latter rain and, having done
all, to stand against the wrath of Satan,
who by his inventions would cause them
to make shipwreck of faith, fastening
upon them some pleasing self-deception.
They think they are all right when they are
all wrong.
"Ministers and people must make
greater advancement in the work of reform. They should commence without
delay to correct their wrong habits of
eating, drinking, dressing, and working.
I saw that quite a number of the ministers are not awake upon this important
subject. They are not all where God
would have them. The result is, some
can show but little fruit of their labors.
Ministers should be ensamples to the
flock of God. But they are not safe from
Satan's temptations. They are the very
ones whom he will seek to ensnare. If he
can succeed in lulling one minister to
carnal security, and by so doing divert
his mind from the work, or deceive him
with regard to his own true condition
before God, he has accomplished much.
"I saw that the cause of God was not
progressing as it might and as it should.
Ministers fail to take hold of the work
with that energy, devotion, and decided
perseverance which the importance of
the work demands. They have a vigilant
adversary to contend with whose diligence and perseverance are untiring.
The feeble effort of mirtisters and people

As you have prophesied that this apos-

tasy will come, what do you see as the
main cause of our apostasy?
"I have been shown that unbelief in
the testimonies has been steadily increasing as the people backslide from
God. It is aU through our ranks, aU over
the field. But few know what our
churches are to experience. I saw that at
present we are under divine forbearance,
but no one can say how long this will
continue. Noone knows how great the
mercy that has been exercised toward us.
But few are heartily devoted to God.
There are only a few who, like the stars
in a tempestuous night, shine here and
there among the clouds." Ibid., 76
"I was pointed back to ancient
Israel. But two of the adults of the vast
army that left Egypt entered the land of
Canaan. Their dead bodies were strewn
in the wilderness because of their transgressions. Modern Israel are in greater
danger of forgetting God and being led
into idolatry than were His ancient

Modern Israel are in greater danger of
forgetting God and being led into idolatry than
were His ancient people
us. Its importance and magrtitude are not
realized. As I marked the indifference
which was everywhere apparent, I was
alarmed for ministers and people. There
seemed to be a paralysis upon the cause of
present truth. The work of God seemed
stayed. Ministers and people are unprepared for the time in which they live, and
nearly aU who profess to believe present
truth are unprepared to understand the
work of preparation for this time. In their
present state of worldly ambition, with
their lack of consecration to God, their
devotion to self, they are wholly unfitted

can bear no comparison with those of
their adversary, the devil. On one side
are the mirtisters who battle for the right
and have the help of God and holy
angels. They should be strong and valiant, and wholly devoted to the cause in
which they are engaged, having no separate interest. They should not be entangled with the things of this life, that
they may please Him who hath chosen
them to be soldiers." Ibid., 466-467
''The Lord Jesus will always have a
chosen people to serve Him. When the
Jewish people rejected Christ, the Prince
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of life, He took from them the kingdom of
God and gave it unto the Gentiles. God
will continue to work on this principle
with every branch of His work. When a
church proves unfaithful to the work of
the Lord, whatever their position may be,
however high and sacred their calling, the
Lord can no longer work with them.
Others are then chosen to bear important
responsibilities. But, if these in lum do not
purify their lives from every wrong action, if they do not establish pure and holy
principles in all their borders, then the
Lord will grievously amict and humble
them and, unless they repent, will remove
them from their place and make them a
reproach." The Upward Look, 131

''1 was shown the churches in different
states that profess to be keeping the commandments of God and looking for the
second coming ofChrist.There is an alarming amount of indifference, pride, love of
the world, and cold formality existing
among them. And these are the people who
are fast coming to resemble ancient Israel,
so far as the want of piety is concerned.
Many make high claims to godliness and
yet are destitute of self-control. Appetite
and passion bear sway; self is made prominent. Many are arbitrary, dictatorial, overbearing, boastful, proud, and uncon-

secrated. Yet some of these persons are
ministers, handling sacred truths. Unless
Ihey repent, their candlestick will be re-

ligion. The Saviour declares, 'Ye cannot
serve God and mammon,' and every onc

of you who persists in sinning against God
when you have had such great light, will
be lost, 'except thou repent.' Do you
imagine that you can give the third angel's
message to the world while you arc still
carnal and corrupt, while your characters
are still sinful? 'No man putteth a piece of
new cloth unto an old garment, for that

which is put in 10 fill it up taketh from the
garment, and the rent is made worse.'

Matthew 9:16. Unless your hearts are
emptied of sin every day, unless you arc
sanctified through the truth, you would
better not touch the message of God. You
cannot cleanse yourselves, but by coming
to Jesus in humility, in contrition, surrendering yourselves 10 God, through the
merits of Christ's righteousness you may
have an experience in the things of God,
and taste of the powers of the world to
come. You then will have fruit unto life
eternal." ReviewalldHerald, vol. 2, 555556

"Let mcn become lifted up in pride,

moved out of its place. The Saviour's curse

and the Lord will not sustain them and
keep them from falling. Let a church
become proud and boastful, not depending on God, not exalting His power, and
Ihat church will surely be left by Ihe
Lord, to be broughl down to the ground.
Let a people glory in wealth, intellect,
knowledge, or in anything but Chrisl,
and they will soon be brought to confu-

pronounced upon the fruitless fig Iree is a
sermon to all formalists and boasting hypocrites who stand forth to the world in
pretentious leaves, but are devoid of fruit.
What a rebuke to those who have a form of
godliness, while in their un-Christian lives
they deny the power thereof! He who

sion." Testimonies, vol. 8, 127

You cannot cleanse yourselves, but by coming
to Jesus in humility, in contrition, surrendering
yourselves to God, through the merits of
Christ's righteousness you may have an
experience in the things of God

How would you define the church
with tbe inspired testimony you have
been given in your writings?

"There is no other church Ihan the
assembly of those who have the Word of
God, and who are purified by it." The
Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 4, 237
On several occasions in your writings
you have used Revelation 2:5 and applied it to the church and to the ministry. Please explain to uS what you
mean.
"Some in these churches are in constant
danger because the cares of this life and
worldly thoughts so occupy Ihe mind that
they do not think upon God or heaven and
the needs of Iheir own souls. They rouse
from Iheir stupor now and then, but fall
back again in deeper slumber. Unless they
shall fully rouse from their slumbers, God
will remove the light and blessings He has
given them. He will in His anger remove
the candlestick our of its place. He has
made these churches the depositary of His
law. If they reject sin, and by active, earnest
piety show stability and submission to Ihe
precepts of God's Word, and are failhfuJ in
the discharge of religious duty, they will
help to establish the candlestick in its place,
and will have the evidence that the Lord of
hosts is with them and the God of Jacob is
their refuge." Testimonies, vol. 4,286
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treated with tenderness the very chief of
sinners, He who never spumed true meekness and penitence, however great the guilt,
came down with scathing denunciations
upon those who made high professions of
godliness, but in works denied their faith."
Ibid., 403-404
"The True Witness speaks to us today,
and says, 'I have somewhat against thee,

because thou hast left thy first love. Remember therefore from whence Ihou art
fallen, and repent, and do the first works;
or else I will come unto thee quickly, and
will remove thy candlestick out of his
place, except thou repent.' Revelation 2:5.
The Lord wants you 10 set things in order
in your families, and to come back to your
flistiove. He says, 'Except thou repent, I
will come unto thee quickly, and will
remove thy candlestick out of his place.'
The candlestick was removed out of its
place when Solomon forgol God. He lost
the light of God, he lost the wisdom of
God, he confounded idolatry with re-

"There is no greater evidence that

those who have received great light do not
appreciate Ihat light, than is given by their
refusal to let their light shine upon those
who are in darkness, and devoting their
time and energies in celebrating forms
and ceremonies. Thoughts of the inner
work, the necessary purity of heart, are
not entertained. The absence of harmony
with God becomes apparent. The light
grows dim, goes out; the candlestick has
been removed. There is much exercising
of man-made authority by those to whom
God has not given His wisdom because
they did not feel the need of the wisdom
from above. This wisdom, 'first pure, then

peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits,
without partiality, and with out hypocrisy,' (James 3:17) is contrary 10 their
disposition. They have nol the ornament
of a meek and quiet spirit, with which the
believer in Jesus should be adorned. They
do not represent the meek and lowly

,...------------------, ri Bulletin Board r
carpenter of Nazareth. They set aside as of
little value that which God has said 'is of
great price.' " Ibid., vol. 3, 273

from the trying process, exhibiting the
beauty of holiness amid the surrounding
apostasy.... The great issue so near at

When God's people are born again, when they
live the new life in Christ, with His love
abiding in their hearts, their candlestick will
stand securely in its place
You are telling us that when Solomon
was in apostasy his eandlestiek had
been temporarily removed. When
leaders, pastors, or laity refuse to
come into harmony with all truth, are
they then in danger of having their
eandlestiek removed?
"The times of ignorance God winked
at, but now, with the blazing light of truth
shining all around us, with warnings, with
reproofs, with increasing light if we will

but open our eyes to see it, there is no
excuse for any, even the weakest child of
God, that they should not disperse light to
the world. The fow angels are holding the
fow winds that a special work may be
accomplished: the saints of God are to be
sealed in their foreheads. Brethren, how
long before you will be ready for the seal
of God? Every step you advance upon the
path which God forbids, toward your own
pleasure and in sin, is a step nearer your
destruction. Every act of disobedience to
the word of the Lord is exposing you to
irreparable loss. Every moment of ease, of
self-indulgence, secured by you in neglecting the divine admonitions and call to
duty in earnest work for the Master, is
placing you under the power and control
of the prince of darkness. Yow candlestick may at any moment be moved out of
its place." Ibid., vol. 2, 144
"When God's people are bom again,
when they live the new life in Christ, with
His love abiding in their hearts, their
candlestick will stand secwely in its place.
But the principles they have followed in
their connection with one another need
revising. In their unity with one another and
with God through Christ is their strength."
Manuscript Releases, vol. 15, 109
Will the Seventh-day Adventist
Church then go through?
"The remnant that purify their souls
by obeying the truth gather strength

hand will weed out those whom God has
not appointed, and He will have a pure,
true, sanctified ministry prepared for the
latter rain." Letter 55, 1886
"The way of the world is to begin
with pomp and boasting, exalting human
agents. But all this will come to naught.
God's way is to make the day of small
things the beginning of the glorious triumph of truth and righteousness. Bear in
mind that human power and human inventions did not establish the church,
and neither will they destroy her." Signs
of the Times, vol. 4, 208
"The Lord has declared that the history of the past shall be rehearsed as we
enter upon the closing work. Every truth
that He has given for these last days is to
be proclaimed to the world. Every pillar
that He has established is to be
strengthened. We cannot now step off
the foundation that God has established.
We cannot now enter into any new
organization; for this would mean apostasy from the truth." Selected Messages,
book 2, 390
Yes, OUI prophet makes it clear the
church will go through shaken and
purified, made up of faithful, loyal, and
obedient pastors, leaders, and laity. But
the greater proportion, the majority, will
stand with the world. "To stand in defense
of truth and righteousness when the majority forsake us, to fight the battles of the
Lord when champions are few-this will
be our test." Testimonies, vol. 5, 136. See
also ibid., 10,50; ibid., vol. 1,608-609
Brothers and sisters, that test will
soon be made. May God help us nOw to
make the needed preparation. 0
You may order The Candlestick and
God's Church, a comprehensive compilation of Ellen G. White statements regarding Revelation 2:5, for $1.25 each
plus 15% Shipping ($1.50 minimum).

Van Wanted
Hope International is looking for a
late-model, low-ntileage passenger van
(10-15 passengers) in good or excellent
condition. Please contact Hope International if you would like to donate a
van. A tax-deductible receipt will be
issued to the donor.

1992 Camp Meetings
For those who need to make plans
for this coming summer, we are announcing August 12-16 for the Hope
International camp meeting at Eatonville, Washington. Since other camp
meetings are being arranged across the
country, be sure to look for morc information in upcoming issues of Our Firm
Foundation and in our newsletters.

Missed an Issue?
If you have missed a recent issue of
Our Firm Foundation, and you believe
you should have received it, please carefully check your address for any mistakes and the expiration date to be sure
your subscription has not expired. (If
your label says Exp. 9202, for example,
it means that it expires in February,
1992.) Third-class mail is not handled as
carefully and quickly as first-class mail,
but if your address is correct and the
subscription has not expired, please
notify us if your magazine does not
arrive by two weeks after its usual
delivery time. We will be glad to send
another copy of the issue you have
ntissed.

Sharing Our Firm Foundation
Here are three ways you can share
Our Firm Foundation with your fellow
church members, friends, and relatives:
1) Give them a gift subscription. The
suggested donation is $14.50 for one
gift subscription or $10 each for three or
more. 2) Write us for free sample issues
to share personally with your friends
and encourage them to subscribe.
Please specify how many magazines
you can use. 3) If you cannot afford a
gift subscription for all you would like
to share the magazine with, you can
send us their names and addresses. We

will mail One or more sample magazines to them at no cost to you.
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The Bible teaches that in the mullitude of counselors there is safety. In
Bible times God's people counseled
with one another. They counsel with
other people whom the Lord is leading,
and they work together. That is the way
things are done in heaven. The angels
are organized. And all of God's work is
organized. If we are not organized, the
Lord cannot work with us, the angels
cannot work with us, and we cannot
have the success that the Lord wants to
give us.
When I say independent I mean independent from the control of the denomination. Has God authorized independent self-supporting work? Matthew
21:23 says: "And when he was come
into the temple, the chief priests and the
elders of the people came unto him as he
was teaching, and said, By what authority doest thou these things? and who
gave thee this authority?" Have you ever
heard that question asked? "Who gave
you authority to do this? Has your meeting been authorized? Is your preacher
duly credentialed? Have you been given
permission to give Bible studies?"
Are you authorized to do what you
are going to do? Is there a conference
representative on your board? Have you
been given permission? Have you been
recognized? Often the conclusion is that
since you have not been authorized, you
are against the church.
Eventually it comes to a threat. "If
you cannot follow directions, you are

going to be disfellowshiped, or your
ordination is going to have to be taken
away, and you will not be part of the
church."

Has God Ordained
Independent
Self-Supporting Work?
T

HE idea of independent selfsupporting work is very old. Some
people think that it has existed only
within the last few years. There were
independent self-supporting workers in
Bible times. We do not mean independent in the sense of a person going
off and doing his own thing. God's
people are never independent in that
sense.
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We need to understand the word "independent." In Matthew 24:3-4 the disciples came to Jesus and said: "What shall
be the sign of thy coming, and of the end
of the world?" And what did Jesus answer? "Take heed that no man deceive
you." The first thing that Jesus said when
they asked for the sign of his coming and
the end of the world was "Be careful that
somebody does not deceive you."

Let us read again Matthew 21:23.
They asked: "By what authority?" Did
Jesus have authority from the Sanhedrin? No, He did not. Did He have a
certificate from any of the schools? No.
Did John the Baptist? No, he did not
have one either. Neither John the Baptist
nor Jesus had permission from the "right
sources" to do what they were doing.
They were not authorized. Their meetings were not authorized. Their ininistries were not authorized. See The
Desire ofAges, 132-133
Friends, I want you to see how current
this subject is. I am holding in my hand a
paper published March 30, 1991, which
states ten questions that people ought to
ask to find out whether they should listen
101111 Grosbol/ is tile director ofSteps to Life,
Wichita, Kansas.

to somebody or not. The third question is:
"Are you authorized by the General Conference Committee?" If someone had
asked you that question in Jesus' day,
would you have gone to listen to Jesus?
Would you have gone to listen to John the
Baptist? Let us go back a little farther. If
someone had asked you that question in
Isaiah's day, would you have gone to
listen to him? Would you have gone to
listen to Elijah? Would you have gone to
listen to Elisha? If that question would
have caused you to reject the Messiah; if
it would have caused you to reject John
the Baptist-the greatest of the prophets,
I wonder if that is a good question to ask
today.
This is the question that we need to
ask today: "Has God authorized independent self-supporting work?" Jesus
was challenged as to His authority.
"Who gave you the authority to do this?
Who gave you the authority to tcach?
Who gave you the authority to come

the truth, Jesus will get us in trouble in
pUblic, and we will be embarrassed." If
they had told the truth, saying that the
baptism of John was from heaven, what
would Jesus have said? Did John the
Baptist recognize who Jesus was? He
told everybody who Jesus was. "I [John
the Baptist) ... bare record that this is
the Son of God." John 1:34. If they had
recognized that John the Baptist's
authority came [rom Heaven, their question as to where Jesus' authority came

from would had been answered. But
since they did not want that answer, they
told a lie.
The answer to the question Has God
authorized independent self-supporting
work? is the same today as it was in
Jesus' day. The way to find the answer to
the question is to go back in the providence of God and see what He has
authorized or done in the past.

Do you understand the difference

taking the place assigned to the Holy
Spirit. Let not men feel that it is their
prerogative to give to the world what
they suppose to be truth, and refuse that
anything should be given contrary to
their ideas. This is not their work. Many
things will appear distinctly as truth
which will not be acceptable to those
who think their own interpretations of
the Scripture always right. Most decided
changes will have to be made in regard
to ideas which some have accepted as
without a flaw. These men give evidence
of fallibility in very many ways; they
work upon principles which the Word of
God condemns. That which makes me
feel to the very depths of my being, and
makes me know that their works are not
the works of God, is that they suppose
they have authority to rule their fellow
men. The Lord has given them no more
right to rule others than He has given
others to rule them. Those who assume

here to the temple and talk in public?"

Please notice how Jesus answered
that question: "And Jesus answered and
said unto them, I also will ask you one
thing, which if ye tell me, I in like wise
will tell you by what authority I do
these things. The baptism of John,
whence was it? from heaven, or of
men? And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From
heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye
not then believe him? But if we shall
say, Of men; we fear the people; for all
hold John as a prophet. And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell.

And he said unto them, Neither tell I
you by what authority I do these
things." Matthew 21:24-27
Notice what Jesus did here. They
asked Jesus: "Who gave you the authority to do what you are doing? Where did
you get permission?" And Jesus led
them back in the providence of God to
the time of John the Baptist. He said:
"Where was the authority for the baptism of John? Was it from heaven? or
was it human authority?" Suppose they
had answered the truth. They knew the
answer to the question, but they thought
that telling the truth would get them in
trouble. One of the great shocks that I
had as a young minister was being in a
meeting with other young ministers
when a man in a very high position in
the church said to us, Do not do this,
because if you do, you will make us tell
a lie. Well, that is the way the priests and
elders who came to Jesus felt. "If we tell

Neither John the Baptist nor Jesus had
permission from the "right sources" to do what
they were doing, They were not authorized.
Their meetings were not authorized
between a Protestant and a Roman

the control of thcir fellow men take into

Catholic? For a Protestant the highest
authority is God's Word, and underneath
it is every other authority, including the
authority of the church. Ellen White said

their finite hands a work that devolves
upon God alone.
"That men should keep alive the spirit
which ran riot at Minneapolis is an offense to God. All heaven is indignant at
the spirit that for years has been revealed
in our publishing institution at BattIe
Creek." Testimonies to Ministers, 76
Do you want to manifest the spirit
that causes all Heaven to be indignant at
what you are doing? It happened in our
work in the 1880s, and it reached the
crisis point at Minneapolis in 1888-the
idea of finite men trying to control and
rule God's work.

that Jesus was a Protestant, she was a
Protestant, Adventists are Protestants,

and if you and I are Seventh-day Adventists, we should be Protestants also.

For a Roman Catholic the supreme
authority is the authority of the church,
and even the Bible is underneath the
church's authority. That is the difference
betwecn a Protestant and a Roman

Catholic. You have to understand that, if
you are to understand this subject.
In 1888 we had reached a crisis point
in Ihe Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Read from the book Testimonies to Minisrers what happened then. One of the
primary problems that the Seventh-day
Adventist Church had in 1888 was that
of finite men putting themselves in
God's place, taking a Roman Catholic
position. "Finite men should beware of

seeking to control their fellow men,

"There are men whose character and

life testify to the fact that they are false
prophets and deceivers. These we are not to
hear or tolerate.... Men can becomejust as
were the Pharisees--wide-awake to condemn the greatest Teacher that the world
ever knew. ... Thcre are those who are

today doing the very same things....
"These men who presume to judge
others should take a little broader view

Vol. 7, No.2 Gur Firm FQu"dalio'j 9

and say, Suppose the statements of

word is spoken, 'Break every yoke.'

others do not agree with

ideas; shall

less you cease the work of making man

we for this pronounce them heresy?

amenable to man, unless you become

Shall we, uninspired men, take the

humble in heart, and yourselves learn the
way of the Lord as lillie children, the Lord
will divorce you from His work." Ibid.,
480--481
Oh, friend, I do not want God to
divorce me from His work, do you? If I
lose everything else in this world, I do
not want to lose the Lord.
This problem did not cease at Minneapolis. We reached a crisis point at

OUf

sponsibility of placing our stakes, and
saying, 111is shall not appear in print?
"Has not our past experience in these
things been sufficient?" Notice the next
sentence: "Will we ever learn?" Does it

sound as if the prophet is frustrated? She
says: "Will we ever learn the lessons
whieh God designs we shall learn? Will

Men entrusted with responsibilities have
supposed that their official position embraced
very much more than was ever thought of by
those who placed them in office, and serious
difficulties arose as the result

we eall today self-supporting work.
Apparently, the educational work was
the first to be reformed on a selfsupporting basis. Two young men by the
names of Sutherland and Magan were
trying to follow the counsel of the Spirit of
Prophecy in regard to education, and
found it impossible to do so. The development of self-supporting work at Madison,
Tennessee, carne into being because our
church leaders would not listen to the
counsel from the Spirit of Prophecy about
God's method of education.
"A great many of the difficulties that
have come into our work in California and
elsewhere have come in tluough a misun-

derstanding on the part of men in official
positions concerning their individual re-

sponsibility in the matter of controlling
and ruling their fellow laborers. Men
entrusted with responsibilities have supposed that their official position embraced
very much more than was ever thought of
by those who placed them in office, and
serious difficulties arose as the result.
"Simple organization and church

we ever realize that the consciences of

men arc not given into our command? If
you have appointed committees to do
the work which has been going on for
years in Battle Creek, dismiss them; and
remember that God, the infinite God,
has not placed men in any such positions
as they occupied at Minneapolis, and
have occupied since then.
"I feel deeply over this matter of men

that lime, but it did not cease at Minneapolis in 1888. "The prejudices and
opinions that prevailed at Minneapolis
are not dead by any means; the seeds
sown there in some hearts are ready to
spring into life and bear a like harvest.
The tops have been cut down, but the
roots have never been eradicated, and

been places where the workers have

they still bear their unholy fruit to poison
the judgment, pervert the perceptions,
and blind the understanding of those
with whom you connect, in regard to the
message and the messengers." Ibid., 467
I hope that you have seen from these
statements that the Adventist Church in
1888 was in the midst of a gigantic
apostasy from truth. And what did this
apostasy involve? It involved men in
positions of responsibility dictating and
controlling what other people should do.
And the problem came when some men
had convictions about how something
should be done, but they could not carry
them out. They were men trying to do

been told that if they did not follow the

God's work, and were not able to do what

being conscience for their fellowmen."

Ibid., 294-295. This took plaee at the
General Conference level. What about
in the local church, or the conference?
"A strange thing has come into our
ehurches. Men who are placed in positions of responsibility that they may be
wise helpers to their fellow workers
have come to suppose that they were set

as kings and rulers in the churches, to
say to one brother, Do this; to another,
Do that; and to another, Be sure to labor
in such and such a way. There have

instruction of these men of responsi-

in their consciences they thought they

bility, their pay from the conference
would be withheld." Ibid., 477
"I write thus fully, because I have
been shown that ministers and people are
tempted more and more to trust in finite
man for wisdom, and to make flesh their

should do, because they were receiving
orders and instructions from men of re-

arm. To conference presidents, and men in

responsible places, I bear this message:
Break the bands and fetters that have been
placed upon God's people. To you the
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sponsibility who said: "We are in authority and you are going to do it this way."
Because of this gigantic apostasy there
were sincere-hearted men in the Seventhday Adventist Church who found it impossible to carry out God's instructions
within the organization of the denomination. This dilemma eventually led to what

order are set forth in the New Testament
Scripture." Paulson Collection, 298
If your church organization is not
following the New Testament plan, it is
not divinely inspired.
In the book of Galatians, is the apostle
Paul writing to a world-headquarters organization, or is he writing to the believers
in the church in Galatia? He is writing to
the bretluen in the local churches. Sec
Galatians 1:2. What is he telling them?
"And that because of false bretluen unawares brought in, who came in privily to
spy out our liberty whieh we have in
Cluist Jesus, that they might bring us into
bondage: to whom we gave place by
subjection, no, not for an hour; that the

truth of the gospel might continue with
you. But of these who seemed to be
somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it
maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no
man's person)." Galatians 2:4-{j. The
New Testament teaching is that if somebody comes to your church, wherever he
comes from, if he says something not

according to the truth, you should oppose
it.
"But though we, or an angel from

heaven, preach any other gospel unto
you than that which we have preached
unto you, let him be accursed." Galatians 1:8. Paul says that even if an angel
from heaven comes to tell you something that is eontrary to truth, oppose it
in a Christlike manner. That is the New
Testament position.

"Simple organization and church

position or indifference on the part of

order are set forth in the New Testament
Scriptures, and the Lord has ordained
these for the unity and perfection of the

some of your brethren has created condi-

church." Ibid.

I want you to see what the Lord says
is the rightful position for a leader. "The
man who holds office in the church
should stand as [1] a leader, as [2] an
adviser and [3] a counselor and [4]
helper." Ibid.
But here is what the leader should
not do. "But he is not appointed to order
and command the Lord's laborers. The
Lord is ovcr His heritage. He will lead
His people if they will be led of the Lord
in the place of assuming a power God
has not given thcm." Ibid.
"Position does not give a man kingly
authority. The meekness of Christ is a
wonderful lesson given to the fallen
world. Learning this meekness from the
great Teacher, the worker will become
Christlike." Ibid., 298-299
As I study this subject my great
desire is that the work that 1 do for
Jesus will become Christlike. Do you
want your work for Jesus to become
Christlike? If that is going to happcn,
you and I are going to have to humble
oursclves. I am vcry much concerned
because as I study I realize that unless
you and 1 learn a lesson of penitence
and humiliation at the foot of the cross,
we will not be saved. See The Desire of
Ages, 83-84
Because of these problems with
kingly authority, the rulc-or-ruin principle, the desire to control others, Ellen
White began to encourage selfsupporting work and helped to set up a
self-supporting school near Madison,
Tennessee. She counseled them to incor-

tions that have made your work more
difficult than it should have been. You
have not received from some many
words of encouragement, but the Lord is

pleased that you have not been easily
discouraged.
"Some have entertained the idea that
because the school at Madison is not
owned by a conference organization,

those who are in charge of the school
should not be permitted to call upon our
people for the means that is greatly
needed to carry on their work. This idea

needs to be corrected. In the distribution
of the money that comes into the Lord's
treasury, you are entitled to [a1portion
just as verily as are those connected with

other needy enterprises that are carried
forward in harmony with the Lord's
instruction." Spalding-Magan Collection, 411
"The Lord does not set limits about
his workers in some lines as men are
wont to set. In their work, Brethren

Magan and Sutherland have been
hindered unnecessarily. Means have
been withheld from them because in the

organization and management of the
Madison school, it was not placed under

separate from the General Conference.
The basic issues were always the same.
Sutherland and Magan were opposed
by the General Conference, and especially by the president of the General

the control of the conference. But the
reasons why this school was not owned
and controlled by the conference have
not been duly considered....

Conference, who said, in effect, You

educational work at Madison shall be
changed all about before it can receive
the hearty support of our people. The
work that has been done there is approved of God." Special Testimonies,
Series B, No. 11,31-32
Did God approve independent selfsupporting work in 1907? He did because of the difficulties that we were
experiencing as a church. People could
not follow the dictates of their conscience and follow the counsels of the
Lord because their brethren would not

Conference, and you must not ask

Seventh-day Adventists for any money
to do a project which the General Conference has no vote or control over. That
was the issue.

On May 14, 1907, Ellen White wrote
to Magan from Lorna Linda, California,
and said: "I bare positive testimony that
you and your fellow workers in Madison
are doing the work that God has appointed to you.... The attitude of op-

from the conference on your board,

you should not be recognized." That
counsel is directly contrary to the
divine plan.
"The Lord will continue to bless and
sustain the workers so long as they
follow His counseL" Ibid. The emphasis
is not on whom you are associated with;

the emphasis is, Are you following the
divine counsel? Arc you following the
truth? That was the position of the apostle Paul.

When Madison was organized Ellen White did
not permit its leaders to place themselves under
the control of the conference

porate, and she told them to remain

should not work independent of the

let them do so within the organization.
That was the precise problem. It cannot
be denied by anyone who candidly looks
at the evidence.
"The work that has been done there
is approved of God, and He forbids lhal
lhis line of work shall be broken up."
Ibid.; emphasis supplied. These words
are strong, friends. Did you read the
second part of that sentence?
When Madison was organized
Ellen White did not permit its leaders
to place themselves under the control
of the conference. And she said: "God
forbids that this line of work shall be
broken up." Today I see people who
say: "Well, unless you have somebody

IOThe Lord does not require that the

Ellen White was very emphatic
about how the title should be held and
where the controls of this property at
Madison should be.
P. T. Magan's diary, August 8, 1904:
He says that he "worked with W. C.
White during the forenoon getting articles and plans ready regarding the incorporation of the school at Nashville. In
the afternoon he met with Daniells, the
General Conference preSident, Prescott,

field secretary of the General Conference, Griggs, Washburn, Byrd, and W.

C. White to consider our plan of organization. Daniells did not like it."
We ought to think about that a little
while. Here is a plan that the Spirit of
Prophecy had authorized and said to
follow, but the General Conference
president does not like it.
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"Prescott thought that we traveled
too much; so did Daniells. Bland
thought other teachers would envy

OUT

independcncc and would like to do
likewise. II
August 9, 1904, onc day later: "Talk
with Mrs. E. G. and W. C. White regarding our plan for organization. She said
we were not to go under the dominion of
the Southern Union Conference."
April 14, 1906: "Spent forenoon
with Daniells. . . . Told him why our
school was independent and would have
10 eat showbread." That is something

that you ought to study a little bit. What
did he mean when he said that they
would have to cat showbread?
May 7, 1907, Paradise Valley:
"Talked with Sister White regarding
attitude of General Conference toward
us. Mrs. Sara McEnterfer and Lillian
prcsent. Told Sister White that the administration held we had no right to go
and get money unless we were owned
by the conference. She replied: 'You are
doing double what they are. Take all the
donations you can get. The money
belongs to the Lord and not to these
men. The position they take is not of
God. The Southern Union Conference
is not to own or control you. You cannot

turn things over to them.' " Why? Because when things were turned over to

them, they forced people to go against
their conscience and not follow the
counsels.
May 14, 1907: "I talked to her [E. G.
White] about the General Conference

all in their power to hold up the hands of
these workers by encouraging and
supporting the work at the Madison
school. Means should be appropriated to
the needs of the work in Madison-that
the labor of the teachers may not be so
hard in the future." Spalding-Magan
Colleclion, 395-396
I want to ask some questions. This
self-supporting school that was begun
in Madison, Tennessee, around the turn
of the century, was it a Seventh-day

Adventist, even if it is not connected or

controlled by the conference.
Now, one of the questions that al-

church. These people were Seventhday Adventists. Did they start a sanitarium at Madison? Was this a
Scventh·day Adventist sanitarium?
Was it owned and operated by the

Daniells and

supporting schools and sanitariums and

those with him are taking a position on

print shops all over this area of the
United States? Yes. And were those
printing shops that were selfsupporting and not owned and controlled by the conference, were they
Seventh-day Adventist? Yes.

me Sister White's letters to Daniells

rcgarding us. He told me he did not
agree with the administration at Washington in insisting that all manics pass
through their hands. Said that he would

Starting a New Church?
Is it then possible for a local church
that is not controlled or operated by the
conference to be a self-supporting congregation and still be Seventh-day Ad-

not agree to our going under conference

ventist? It most certainly is. I am not

domination."
Ellen White wrote on January 19,
1907: "Today I have been carrying a
heavy burden on my heart. ... You have
a work to do to encourage the school
work in Madison, Tennessee. .. The
brethren who have inOuence should do

telling people to separate from a conference church. But people have been
forced to do that because of repeated
inOuences which are detrimental to the
spiritual welfare of their family. Werc
Sutherland and Magan starting a new
church when they started a self-
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ways comes up is in this article from a

Seventh-day Adventist paper dated

Were Sutherland and Magan starting a new
church when they started a self-supporting
school? No. They were just wanting to be
Seventh-day Adventists, but they wanted to be
able to follow the counsel

money. She answered:

this matter that is not of God.' She said
she had something written on this and
would try to find it." We have just read
it in the Spalding-Magan Colleclion,
page 411.
May 23, 1907, St. Helena. "Spent
the forcnoon with W. C. White. He gave

place for them to go, and they have a
church in their home, if they are not
recognized, are they still Seventh-day
Adventists? Yes, they are. Has God
authorized that? Yes, He has. Any area
of God's work, even if it is self·
supporting, can still be Seventh-day

a school not owned or controlled or
operated by the conference, but it is a
Seventh-day Adventist school. It was
not some school owned by some other

owned [institutions] should have no
l

bration church, and there is no other

Adventists school? Yes, it was. Here is

conference? No, it was self-supporting.
It was independent from the conference, but it was Seventh-day Adventist.
Did they latcr start a printing operation? Did Madison start many self-

position that concerns non-conference

supporting school? No. They were just
wanting to be Seventh-day Adventists,
but they wanted to be able to follow the
counsel. If some cannot go to a cele-

March 30, 1991. It says: "All gcnuine
independent ministries will encourage
their supporters to return their tithe and

offerings to the appropriate channels."
Let us examine the validity of this
statement.
You cannot have a candid discus-

sion about self-supporting work
without discussing finances; it is impossible. God is not raining manna
from heaven to support us today. However, He has given us guidelines and

taught what we should do and how His
work is to be supported. Do you think
that God has designed for any work to
be done and not had any idea about
how He would support it? Can you
comprehend such a thing? For each
kind of work that God wants to be
done, He has figured out how it is to be

supported. Did God have a plan how
His ministers would be supported? Yes,

He did. Did He have a plan how literature evangelists would be supported?
Yes, He did. Did He have a plan how
sanitariums would be supported? Yes,

He did. Did He have a plan how Bible
workers should be supported? Yes, He
did. Now do you think it would be at
all safe for you or me to try to figure
out our own way about how things
Continued on 27

The Spirit of Prophecy, Part 2
The following is bllt an abstract ofElder
Jones's remarks.

O

n account of many having arrived

since the previous meeting, it was
necessary to consume considerable time

in rehearsing the points brought out on
the preceding day. In addition to this,
thc speakcr said that the trouble with us
as a pcople was not that we do not
nominally believe the Testimonies are
from God; but what we need to know is
how to bclieve them. If the only way
that we have of expressing our bclief in
the Thstimonies is by telling the people
that we believe in them, our belief
amounts to nothing. We thus open the
way for the people to doubt the sincerity
of our faith. If we really do believe the
Thstimonies, we will not need to tell the
people so. Our lives will be a testimony
to the failh thaI is in us.
There is a departing from God, and
the temple needs cleansing just as it did
in the days of old in Jerusalem. We
have becn brought into this condition

by disregarding the Testimonies of the
Spirit of God. BUI many of those who
disregarded them believed in them, and
at the time held those Testimonies in
their hands, and did not suppose that
they .were disregarding them. Consequently, what we want to know is
how to regard Ihe Testimonies of the
Spirit.
And we are not to think for a moment, when a testimony is given, and a
man is named, that God is making an
attack upon him to dcstroy him. The
Lord's purpose is to separate him from
the faults that are injuring him and
hindering the work of God. It is to save
the man and destroy the fault. God will
not destroy or condemn a man unless he

is inseparably connected with the sin.
When this man turns his back on his
wrong course, acknowledges the testimony, and puts himself right in the sight
of God, he no longer stands in the
position in which the testimony found
him. That testimony may then be used as
a warning for others, "but must never be
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used to condemn the man who has recognized his wrong.
God's way is to make man something
that he is not; to give man something that
he has not. We cannot apply the Testimonies to others. No, nor even to ourselves
from without. We must open the heart to
God, to receive the testimony, that the
Lord may implant the divine principle,
giving us that which we have not, making
us something that we are nOl, and thus

Himself by His Holy Spirit really making
the application of the testimony. Then
there will appear in our lives, there will be
worked oul in our actions, that which God
has implanted within. That is accepting
the Testimonies. Anything short of that is
not acccpting them.
The power which God implants,
taken inlo the heart, will enable the man
to stand under temptation, and in the
midst of his weakness. It will give him
that which he does not posscss, and it
will make him what he is not by nature.
When a man makes a failure in a
position in which he is placed, we are

I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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liable to think that God has made a
mistake in allowing him to be placed
there; but this does not follow. God

comfort; who comforteth us in aU our

by the devices of men." Testimonies to

tribulation, that we may be able to com-

Ministers, 319

fort them which are in any trouble, by

How were they "evaded"? Here is

made no mistake in having Saul to be

the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

the answer: "Why did you frame

king of Israel; but Saul made a mistake
in not becoming what God wanted him
to be. He made a mistake in following
his own ways and schemes, rather than
listening to the voice of God. So also
God made no mistake in making Jereboam king over Israel. Although the
purpose of God in separating the ten

comforted of God."
God comforts us that we may comfort others; God helps us that we may
help others. We are brought in a place
where we need the comfort of God, that
we may be able to comfort others. He
has others in mind when He comforts us.
"And if we be afflicted, it is for your

tribes from Judah was not carried out on

consolation and salvation." If I am afflicted, it is for the consolation and

not mean to do so."

salvation of some other man. I may not

were evaded, and interpreted, and made

account of the perversity of the people,
yet God had a plan, but Jereboam would

The work of reformation begins with self. I can
make impressions upon other hearts only when
I have reformed myself. God reaches others by
reaching us, and reaches others through us

flimsy excuses?"

"Oh, how ashamed

should those be who have turned away
from the counsel of God, and have

tried to cover up the impression God
would have made!"
How were they "interpreted"? Here
is the answer: They "put their own con-

struction upon them, saying that they did
And that was how the Thstimonics
void, by those who (hought they believed
them, and who thought they were accepting them. Now, have you been evading them by flimsy excuses? Have you
been interpreting them and making them
void by putting your own construction

upon them, saying they did not mean thus
and so? Of course you have; you know
you have. Then let us stop it this moment.
How, then, shall they be received?

How shall we know what they mean?
Here is the answer: "They meanl just
as stated." They mean what?-"Just as

not permit it to be carried out. God may
call me or you to a position, and if we
have some point of weakness which
will prevent our usefulness, and God

meet for years that man whom I am to
comfort; but sometime I shall mect him,
and the experience I have had prepares
me to sit down

by his side, or take him

sends us a message, that message is to
make us what He wants us to be, that
through His grace we may stand where
He wants us to stand. "Day by day men
are revealing whether the kingdom of
God is in them. If Christ rules in their
hearts, they are gaining strength ofprinciple, power, ability to stand as faithful

by the hand, and be a help and a comfort
10 him. He receivcs from me that which

sentinels, true reformers; for there can

state in which we live. Brethren, that is

be no reform unless there is a thorough
co-operation with Jesus Christ. Through
the grace of Christ men are 10 use their
God-given faculties to reform themselves
[not to reform others, but to reform themselves]; by this self-denying action,
which the Lord of heaven looks upon
with approval, they gain victories over
their own hereditary and cultivated tendencics. Then, like Daniel, they make
impressions upon other hearts that will
never be effaced. The influence will be
carried to aU parts of Ihe world."
The work of reformation begins with
self. I can make impressions upon other
hearts only when I have reformed myself. God reaches others by reaching us,
and reaches others through us. Turn to
2 Corinthians 1:3-4: "Blessed be God,
even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of mercies, and the God of all

what God wants to do with us, and then
our influence will be carried to all parts
of the world.
Now to the question, How shall we
take the Testimonies? Let us read how
they have been really rejected when it
was thought they were being accepted.
Then we shall know how to avoid that
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I have received from God, and he receives it that he may in turn communi-

cate it to others, and these to others; and
thus the influence of God's grace imparted to us extends to all the earth,
although we may not move out of the

mistake, and know how to accept them.

Here I read of one whose "example has
done much to unsettle confidence in the

Testimonies." How did he do this?-"He
himself has walked directly contrary to
the light which God has given." But he
did not suppose that he was walking
directly contrary to them. He thought he
was doing the right thing toward them.
How, then, did he so miss the mark?

Here is the answer: "The reproofs and
warnings from the Lord have been
evaded and interpreted and made void

stated." Can you tell what they say?Yes, easy enough. Then take them just
as they say. Open the heart wide to
God, that by His good Spirit He may
implant there the principle that is in
just what il says, then that principle
will appear, it will shine in your life;

then you have accepted the lCstimonies. Then you know that you believe
the lCstimonies. Then there will be no
danger of mistake about it. Others will
know it, for you will make impressions

on hearts that will never be effaced,
and they will glorify God in the day of
visitation.

"The Word of God is our standard.
Every act of love, every word of kindness, every prayer in behalf of the
suffering and oppressed, is reported
before the eternal throne, and placed in
heaven's imperishable recotd. The

divine Word pours light into the most
darkened understanding, and that light
makes the most cultivated feel their
inefficiency and sinfulness." Testimony,
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Winds in Our Health Message and Practices
G

OD'S final message to the world is
presented in Revelation 14:6-1l.
Verse 12 tells the impact of this message
on the final generation. "Here is the
patience of the saints: here are they that
keep the commandments of God, and
the faith of Jesus." Revelation 14:12. In
the end-time there viill be a group referred to as 'saints' who will heed God's
final call and by the faith of Jesus will be
living in harmony with all of God's
revealed will.
Daniel 12:4 prophesied an increase
in knowledge in the time of the end. This
increase has certainly occurred in the
understanding of Scripture and especially in relation to the time prophecies
referred to as being sealed.
''But thou, Daniel, shut up the words,
and seal the bock, even to the time of the
end: many shall run to and fro, and knowIedge shall be increased." Daniel 12:4
The unsealing of the bock of Daniel in
the time of the end gave our pioneers an
understanding of the 2300 daylyear time
prophecy. Through much disappointment
and searching they came to the knowledge of Christ's entering into the Most
Holy Place in heaven in 1844. Because of
the understanding that by God's grace we

°

can bring our lives into full victory over

disobedience to the Creator's natural and

spiritual laws, it is possible for the final
generation to participate with Christ in the
cleansing of the sanctuary presently going
on. Thus the prophesied increase of
knowledge has given rise to the remnant
church of God known as the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. Without doubt, God
has been and is behind the increase of
knowledge in the spiritual realm, and we
each need to keep pace with unfolding
light as God opens it to us.
We need not look far to realize that
there has also been an explosion of increased knowledge in essentially every
field and activity known to man. Is God
behind the increase of knowledge in these

areas also? Docs it matter if we know?
What relation does this increased knowledge in other than Scripture have in perfecting a final generation prepared to walk
into heaven without seeing death?
"God has permitted a Bood of light to
be poured upon the world in both seience
and art." Patrinrchs and Prophets, 113
"The world has had its great teaehelS,
men of giant intellect and wonderful research, men whose utterances have stimulated thought, and opened to view vast
fields of knowledge; and these men have
been honored as guides and benefactolS
of their race.... As the moon and the stars
of the solar system shine by the reBeeted

light of the sun, so, as far a') their teaching
is true, do the world's great thinkelS
reBeet the rays of the Sun of Righteousness. Every gem of thought, every Bash of
the intellect, is from the Light of the
world." The Desire ofAges, 464-465
In this time of the end God has permitted man to think His thoughts after Him.
Knowledge or teachings in any field that
are true (that is, in harmony with natural
law) are a reflection from the Creator.
God has not revealed all of His reasons for permitting and/or promoting the
marked increase of knowledge in the
many facets of man's activities. But an
understanding of some of His reasons and
relating properly to them will not only be
helpful but will also be essential to the
finishing of His final work on earth.
"The knowledge eurrent in the world
may be acquired; for all men are God's
property, and are worked by God to fulfill
His will in eertain lines, even when they
refuse the man Christ Jesus as their
Saviour. The way in the which God uses
men is not always discerned, but He docs
use them. God intrusts men with talents and
inventive genius, in order that His great
work in our world may be accomplished.
The inventions of human minds are supposed to spring from humanity, but God is
behind all. He has caused that the means of
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rapid traveling shall have been invented,

obedience and righteousness be per-

for the great day of His preparation."
Fundamelllalso[Christian Education, 409
Thus the increase of knowledge resulting in modern rapid transit has been
ordained by God to help finish His work.
This fact is undoubtedly true also for

fected. To be right and to do right (righteousness) one must acknowledge, and,
by His enabling power, live in harmony
with all the truth that God has revealed.
"Ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free." John 8:32
End-time freedom from disease of

modern communications.

"Thc greatcr the length of time the earth
has lain under the curse, the more difficult
has it been for man to cultivate it, and make
it productive. As the soil has become more
barren, and double labor has had to be
expended upon it, God has raised up men
with inventive faculties to construct implements to lighten labor on the land groaning
under the cursc." The Sevelllh-dayAdvelllist Bible Commelllary, vol. 1,1089
Thus the modern inventions in agriculture are a manifestation of God's love
and compassion for sinful man. Many of

the soul involves obedience to natural

law. "Everything that conflicts with natural law creates a diseased condition of
the soul." Health Reformer, 215
"To make plain natural law, and urge

the obedience of it, is the work that
accompanies the third angel's message
to prepare a people for the coming of the
Lord." Testimonies, vol. 3, 161
"It is as truly a sin to violate the laws
of our being as it is to break the Ten

the universe, to introduce discord, anarchy, ruin." Education, 99-100

To demonstrate that we are safe to be
saved we must know and by divine grace
live in harmony with God's phYSical, as
well as His moral, laws.
"This living machinery is to be un-

derstood. Every part of its wonderful
mechanism is to be carefully studied."
My Life Today, 127
"A practical knowledge of the seience
of human life is necessary in order to
glorify God in our bodies. It is therefore of
the highest importance that among studies
selected for childhood, physiology should
occupy the rust place.
"It is well that physiology is introduced
into the common sehools as a branch of
education. All children should study it. lt

the inventions of modern medicine are

undoubtedly also in this category.
Througn the progress of modern seience
smallpox, once a cause of devastating

plagues, has apparently been eradicated
from this planet. Vaccinations have been
developed which prevent or markedly
decrease the severity of many previously
fearcd infectious diseases. Severed limbs
can be restored to active use. Blocked
blood vessels can be restored to nearly
new. Progress in modern medicine,

as

in

many other fields, seems endless. Such
progress is evidence that God honors
strict obedience to His natural laws just as
He honors obedience to His moral laws.
"But God has not been in all man's
inventions. Satan has controlled the
minds of men to a great extent, and has

hurried men to new inventions which
has led them to forget God." Ibid., 1089
Certainly Satan motivates sinful man to

misuse the knowledge which God created
and has made known to man. However,
those endeavors which benefit man physically, mentally, or morally that are the
result of a knOwledge of and obedience to
His laws are ordained by Him.
"Wherever there is an impulse of

love and sympathy, wherever the heart
reaches out to bless and uplift others,
there is revealed the working of God's
Holy Spirit. ... [SUCh] acts show the
working of a divine power." Christ#s
Object Lessolls, 385
Satan's end·time power to "tempt

and deceive is tenfold greater than it was
in the days of the apostles." Spiritual
Gifts, vol. 2, 277
Just as sin and wickedness will be
perfected in the last days, just so will
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Those who transgress the law of God in their
physical organism, will be inclined to violate
the law of God spoken from Sinai

Commandments. 10 do either is to break
God's laws. Those who transgress the
law of God in their physical organism,
will be inclined to violate the law of God
spoken from Sinai." Christiall Temper·
alice and Bible Hygiene, 53
"11 should be made plain that the violation of God's law, either natural or spiritual,
is sin, and that in order for them to receive
His blessing, sin must be confessed and
forsaken." The Ministry ofHealillg, 228
God cannot introduce into His eter-

should be regarded as the basis of all
educational effort." Ellen G. White Pamph/ets in the COllcordance, vol. 2, 484
A knowledge of natural law is not

nal universe one who has not co-

the laws of health would result in great
suffering and the loss of many lives that
might be saved....
"As religious aggression subverts the

operated with the removal of all rebellion from his or her life. Successful
end-time living involves surrender to all

only essential for our own character

perfection but it is also essential to the
proper labor for those about us.
"Perilous times are before us. The

whole world will be involved in perplexity and distress, disease of every kind
will be upon the human family, and such
ignorance as now prevails concerning

of God's revealed will.
"The laws that govern the heart's
action, regulating the flow of the current
of life to the body, are the laws of the
mighty Intelligence that has the jurisdiction of the soul. From Him all life
proceeds. Only in harmony with Him can
be found its true sphere of action. For all
the Objects of His creation the condition is
the same-a life sustained by receiving
the life of God, a life exercised in harmony with the Creator's will. To trans-

liberties of our nation, those who would

gress His law, physical, mental, or moral,

Cowlsels Oil Health, 504, 506. "I wish to
teU you that soon there will be no work

is to place one's self out of harmony with

stand for freedom of conscience will be
placed in unfavorable positions. For
their own sake, they should, while they
have opportunity, become intelligent in
regard to disease, its causes, prevention,

and cure. And those who do this will
find a field of labor anywhere. There
will be suffering ones, plenty of them,
who will need help, not only among
those of our own faith, but largely
among those who know not the truth."

done in ministerial lines but medical
missionary work." Ibid., 533
As we near the end, God's faithful
remnant will come more and morc into
unity regarding spiritual truth. Also as they
understand natural law they will come
more and more into unity in how they live
and also how they work for others. As we
understand more fully natural law we will
come into greater unity regarding "disease,
its causes) prevention, and cure.» As error
in the physical, mental, and moral realms is
perceived and put aside, a harmony of
behavior and words will characterize God's
people. They will come more and more into
the unity for which Christ prayed as recorded in John 17.
In spitc of thc grcat increase in knowledge of natural law, there are slill many
differing theories as to how the human
body is constructed and how it functions.
This variance results in different ideas as
to how to eare for the human body in
health and disease throughout the various
cultures and nationalities of the world.
Some of these differing concepts and
practices relating to natural law are also
reflected in how we as Seventh-day Adventisls apply the health message to ourselves and how we relate it to others.
There is one interpretation of anatomy
and physiology which states that lhere are
12 or 24 vertical lines or meridians spaced
around the human body. Thrce hundred
and sixty specific pcints along these meridians are believed to be connected in a
special way to specific internal organs.
Inserting ncedles or massaging or applying pressure to these special pcints can
produce "analgesia" or other beneficial
effects. This system also purports 10 use
the same methods to treat and cure disease
of the various organs.
Other interpretations of anatomy and
physiology state that all of the internal
organs are represented in a speCial way
to specific points on the external ear, the
palm of the hand, the sole of the foot or
the iris of the eye. It is believed that
evaluation of the specific points can
diagnose the health status of the specific
organs. Again, needling, applying pressure, or massaging some of these sites
supposedly affects the health of the
specific organ. It is true that every part
of the human body is connected by the
nervous system to all other parts of the
body. Repeated studies however have
nol been able to identify any special
anatomic or physiologic connection between the previously mentioned specific
points and their purported organs. Natu-

ral law does not appear to support these
theories.
Another interpretation of anatomy and
physiology states that ccrtain muscles are
related in a special way to specific internal
organs. It is believed that the evaluation of
the strength or weakness of a given muscle
tells the health slatus of its associaled
internal organ. Again there has been no
discovery of any special anatomic or physiologic connection between any certain
muscle and a certain internal organ.
There are a number of systems of
diagnosis and treatment based on differing beliefs related to energy forces within

the flow of energy to them from the nervous system. This blockage of energy flow is
said to be eaused primarily by vertebrae of
the spine being "out of place" ana thus
pUlling pressure on the nerves. Manipulation of the spine is purported to relieve the
interference with energy flow, thus treating
the diseased internal organs.
Science has determined that each cell in
the human body produces its own energy.
The electrical stimuli from the nervous
system merely help tell the cells and organs
when and how hard to work-that is, the
stimuli help to co-ordinate the activities of
the cells and organs. When the internal

All of these interpretations of human anatomy
and physiology are widely used in the current
"New Age" health movement
the body. One states that disease is caused
by the imbalance between good (positive)
and bad (ncgative) energy forces referred
to as the "Yin" and the "Yang."
Another system stales that there is an
elcctromagnetie energy in aU living tissues
radiating out from the tissues. This radiation of energy is referred to as the "aura. U
Certain "skilled" individuals purportedly
arc able to detect this aura with thcir hands
and can thus evaluate the health status of
the tissue, be it plant or animal. "Manipulation" of the energy field is also believed to
be able to treat any diseased organ.
This concept of the aura also gives rise
to the use of a "pendulum" to diagnose the
health status of plant or animal. A suspended object on a string held over the
human body is said to rotate clockwise or
counter-clockwise depending on the condition of the aura. This again is said to
enable the "skilled" practitioner to diagnose and know how to treat the disease.
The concept of the aura is also used
to explain how a sample of blood) urine,
hair, or body secrelion can be placed in
one of several types of machines or in a
special box referred to as "Abram's
box" and the presence or absence of
certain diseases can be determined.
Another interpretation of anatomy and
physiology states that disease of the internal organs (aU emphasis is supplied by the
author) is caused by the interference with

organs are completely separated from the
brain by the severing of the spinal cord,
their muscle tissues and cells continue to
func1ion in essentially normal ways, thus
disproving the above concepts. The primary problems are control of bladder and
bowel evacuation which is depcndenl upcn
thc skeletal or external muscles which do
not function at aU until told to by an
electrical stimulus. The brain utilizes its
nervous energy in helping to direct and
co-ordinale the other organs in their activities, but it does not provide any energy for
them to do those activities.
Science has shown that manipulation
and massage that relieves muscle spasm,
improves local circulation and joint motion and is beneficial in many musculoskeletal problems.
AU of these above-mentioned systems,
although apparently contradictory to each
other) have some things in common. Most,
if nol au, hold that a universal energy force
pervades aU nature. They vary in their
explanation of how to "tap into" it, and how
to "measure" and "manipulate" it. All of
these interpretations of human anatomy
and physiology are widely used in the
current "New Age" health movement.
Many new-agers are quite frank aboul their
rejection of standard anatomy and physiology textbooks. They say that we need an
alternative model, one that is based on
energy rather than matter. "We arc not
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primarily physical forms. We are primarily
cncrgy-or magnetic or whatever you
like-forms around which mattcr adheres.
Our primary naturc is not physical." The
Journal of Holistic Health, 1977, 13-14.
Therefore illness is not seen as a physical
problem, but as an imbalance of energy.
Cure focuses on the manipulation of this
cncrgy to remove blockages and to balance
its Dow. The Bible teaches us that we arc
physical beings formed of the dust of the
ground (matter). God has breathed into us
the breath of life; but the breath of life is not
to be devalued to the level of some kind of
energy force which we can manipulate at
will.
The above-mentioned theories of anatomy, and physiology, though perhaps containing some truth, are in varying degrees
contrary to our best understanding of the
laws of our being based on the discoveries
of true scienee. Many of their coneepts that
are apparently not in harmony with natural
law or with the Bible have had their origins
in a variety of mystical religions. Sce
Mystical Medicine, Warren Peters, M.D.

liver or kidney failure. It may also occur to
varying degrees when there is poor posture
contributing to poor breathing, when impure air is breathed, when there is constipation or when the skin is not kept cleansed.
Excess levels can also occur in local tissue
areas when there is local congestion or
sluggish blood Dow. This congestion can
be related to such tlungs as local infection,
constrictive clothing, inadequate exercise

and chilling of the extremities, driving
excess blood into the internal organs. In
some infections there are true poisons produced.
When there is fennentation rather than
digestion of our ingested food there arc
abnonnal chemical. produced which may
be harmful or toxic in varying degrees. It is
therefore recognized that an initial cleansing program is beneficial in many acute
illnesses and that all disease states arc
benefited by a healthy lifestyle and the use
of natural remedies that aid in the restoration of every organ to its proper function.
"The Lord will bless the physician who
depends on natural methods, helping every

God has breathed into us the breath of life; but
the breath of life is not to be devalued to the
level of some kind of energy force which we
can manipulate at will
Another interpretation of anatomy
and physiology states that the majority of,
if not aU, diseases are the result of retained
"poiSOns" or "toxins" within the body.
1ltis concept has much truth in it, but it
frequently lead. to a failure to recognize
other proven causes of disease and to the
neglect of a balanced use of other remedics that are in harmony with natural law,
including all the eight natural remedies.
Great emphasis is placed on the elintinalion or removal of these "retained toxins"
through vigorous treatments which stimulate the organs of elintination to a greater
than normal function. This unbalanced
approaCh becomes the emphasis and message rather than the harmonious use of all
eight natural remedies.
There are normal waste products from
metabolism always present in the cells and
blood. These become harmful or "toxic"
only if present in excess amounts. TItis
condition defirtitely occurs in pulmonary,
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function of the human machinery to act in
its own strength the part the Lord designed
it to act in festoring ilself to proper action."
Manuscript Releases, vol. 16, 288. This
cleansing and restoration can be aceomplished in the vast majority ofcases through
abundant water intake, temporary,

complete, or partial fasting emphasizing
fruit or fruit juices, hydrotherapy, rest and
at times judicious exercise out of doors to
improve the circulation. The greater than
natural cleansing of the organs of etintination will not generally benefit chronic or
established disease more than the continued nonnal function of those organs.
Artificial emptying of the colon removes
normal as well as any abnormal substances

and being a "shotgun" approach to cleansing can be detrimental, especially if used
repeatedly.
This summary is a very brief description ofsome of the more common, differing

interpretations as to how the human body is

put together and how it functions in health
and disease. Aceeptance of thesc and other
varying interpretations detennines how we
live, how we encourage others to live and

what we do when there is disease. These
varying beliefs create contradictory and
confusing winds of doctrine and practice in
our health work, which is to be an essential
part of the three angels' messages.
It is beyond the scope of this article to
explain in greater detail the differences
between the various systems of beliefs and
practiees. The purpose of the writer is to
help us to recognize that all ofthese varying
interpretations cannot be based on truth,
and that for us to participate in the giving of
the true health message in association with
the three angels' messages we must be able
to determine which arc based on truth. The
writer believes that the Lord has given
counsels and examples in the Spirit of
Prophecy to help us to know what is truth in
the natural world as well as in the spiritual.
We have seen how God is beltind the
explosion of knowledge in the understanding of natural law. In the early days of
our church, the Lord instructed US to train
physicians and nurses to be the core of our
health work. This counsel was undoubtedly
given in part because of all of the differing
types of health workers. These trained
workers have best kept pace with the
God-ordained explosion of knowledge in
natural science. The more that science has
discovered as to how the human body is
constructed and how it truly functions in
health and disea>e, the more it has come
into harmony with the revealed truth of the
Spirit of Propheey and Scripture.
Although our core medical missionaries were to be trained physicians and
nurses, they were to be given the opportunity to know the very best things done by
other systems of health care. After being
trained in the most up-to-date system of
natural science, they were then to adopt all
methods of health care that were in harmony, rust, with Scripture, the Spirit of
Prophecy and then with natural law. The
Spirit ofthe Lord counseled them that "You
are not justified in advocating one school
[system of health care] above tile others, as
though it were the only one worthy of
respect." Pamphlets in the Concordance,

No. 66,40
We have the example of how Ellen
White related to physicians and to the
discoveries of science in her day. Whenever she or her family were ill and needed
professional assistance, she tended to ask
for help from those who were the most
up-to-date in their knowledge of natural

law. As advances in modem medicine were
made, she related to them in a positive way.
She repeatedly acknowledged the legitimate place for surgery, which is invariably
a=iated with anesthetics. See Selected
Messages, book 2, 284; Manuscript Releases, vol. 14, 269. She hcrself used or
approved the use of coffee (see Selected
Messages, book 2, 302-303) and tea (see
ibid., 302) if needed for their medicinal
effects. She personally received X-ray
treatments (sce ibid., 303) for a skin lesion.
She received and recommended smallpex
vaccination (ibid.). She speke of the potential benefit of blood transfusions (ibid.).
When asked about the use of quinine to
save the life of a malaria patient, she is
quoted as stating, "We are expected to do
the best we can." Ibid., 282
Her example reveals that she recognized that methods of diagnosis and treatment based on obedience to natural law can
be a part of Heaven's health program when
they are needed. She related to mooem
technology in a positive way, resorting to it
when it offered the best results possible
under the circumstances. Her example re-

Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy. Beliefs
regarding natural law arc then to be
measured by the most widely accepted
understanding of natural law. We may nOt
agree with how sinful man applies much of
his knowledge of the natural sciences, but
we will accept the scientific understanding
of the majority as to how the human body
operates in health and disease unless it is
contrary to a "Thus saith thc Lord."
All the differing interpretations of anatomy, physiology, and pathology have their
supperters. All will have at least some
scientists and physicians who will propese
various possible explanations as to how
their chosen method of diagnosis and
health-care is in "harmony" with natural
law. Many use systems of health-care,
believing that in time scientific discoveries
will show that their methods are based on
natural law. The only way to know whether
or not a method of diagnosis and healthcare may be utilized in giving the third
angel's message is to know that it is in
hl\l1Tlony with the Bible, the Spirit of
Prophecy and the majority understanding
of natural law when not contrary to a "Thus

There are more errors received, and firmly
retained, under the false idea of experience,
than from any other cause
veals that God wants us to fIrst prevent
disease by healthful living. If we do become ill, He wants US to do for ourselves
what we can through the simple, natural
remedies. If we need professional assistance, the health professional is to improve our utilization of the eight natural
remedies. However, if improvement is not
made, it is not a denial of our faith in God's
miracle-working pewer to utilize methods
of diagnosis and treatment to save life and
prevent disability if they are based upen a
knowledge of, and obedience to, His naturallaws.
As Seventh-day Adventists we are accustomed to being in the minority in regard
to our spiritual beliefs. We are used to
standing for truth even when the majority
go the other way. Thus we seem to naturally choose the minority views even in the
areas of science. We are fIrst to test all
purpcrted truth by measuring it with the

saith the Lord." We should avoid systems
of diagnosis and treatment that are not yet
generally acknowledged as being in harmony with natural law. This caution will
help to protect us from Satan's false systems, which are mixtures of truth and error.
Some will say that they have used
successfully, or thcy have observed
others use successfully, one or more
methods of diagnosis and treatment not
yet widely acknowledged as being in
harmony with natural law. They accept
their successful personal or observed
"experience" as evidence of the truthfulness of their methods. Experience alone
is not a safe guide in arriving at truth.
"Experience is said to be the best
teacher. Genuine experience is indeed
valuable. But habits and customs gird men
and women as with iron bands, and these
false habits and customs are generally
justified by experience, according to the

common understanding of the word. Very
many have abused precious experience.
They have clung to their injurious habits,
which are decidedly enfeebling to physical,
mental, and moral health, and when you
seek to instruct them, they sanction their
course by referring to their experience. But
true experience is in harmony with natural law and science. ...
"Genuine c).:periencc is a variety of
experiments entered into carefully, with the
mind freed from prejudice and uncontrolled by previollsly established opinions
and habits; marking the results with careful
solicitude, anxious to learn, improve, and
reform, on every or any habit, if that habit
is not in hannony with physical and
moral law. With some, the idea of others
gainsaying that which they have learned by
experience seems to them to be folly and
even cruelty itself. But there are more errors
received, and fum]y retained, under the
false idea of experience, than from any
other cause; for this reason, that which is
generally termed experience is no experience at all, becaU5C there has never
been a fair trial by actual experiment and
thorough investigation with a knowledge of
the principle involved in the action....
"Genuine experience is in hannony
with the unchangeable principles of nature. Superstition, caused by diseased imagination, is frequently in conflict with
science and principle. And yet the unanswerable argument is urged, 'I must be
correct, for this is my experience.'" Health
Refonner, 78-79.
There are several reasons why personal
experience is not a reliable method of
determining truth in the health area One is
the placebo effect. It has been shown
repeatedly that if one believes in a method
of treatment, sixty to seventy percent of the
time he will feel benefited by that treatment. Also, if one does not have faith in a
given trcatment he will feel that he is worse
SLxty to seventy percent of the time after
receiving that treatment. Another confounding factor is that most illnesses get
better regardless of the treatment given. A
third confusing factor is that usually more
than one treatment is given at a time-such
as a change in diet, rest, increased fluids,
peultice, herb or medication. Thus without
controlled studies it is nearly impossible to
determine whether or not a given treatment
is beneficial, neutral, or counterproductive-for the patient recovers in spite of the
treatments. If we are using methods of
health care that we know are in harmony
with divine revelation and natural law we
can thank God for the results and not be
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overly concerned about determining which
remedy had which effect. It is too easy to
give excess credit to the remedy and not
enough to God who has worked through
His natural means to bring about the healing.
Because of the Spirit of Prophecy we as
Seventh-day Adventists have a tremendous
advantage over the world in knowing
beneficial and true methods of health care.
We are told that aftcr proper instruction in
hcalthfulliving has becn given: "If the sick
and suffering will do only as well as they
know in regard to living out thc principles
of health reform perseveringly, then they
will in nine cases out of ten recover from
their ailments." Medical Ministry, 224.
Thus the true remedies of "pure air,
sunlight, abstemiousness, rest, exercise,
proper dict, the use of water, trust in divine
power" (Ministry of Healing, 127) along
with perhaps charcoal, poultices, massage,
simple manipulation and simple herbs applied in intelligent and rational ways will
get us over the vast majority of our illnesses 1 The above reference from Medical
Ministry, 224, also tells US that there will
always be a small percentage of illnesses
that will not be cured by the simple remedies. These will frequently respond to the
more complex methods of treatment. The
methods chosen should be the most widely
acknowledged as being rational remedies-that is, in harmony with natural law
and divine revelation.

Writing in the Review and Herald of
October 11, 1898, Mrs. E. G. White quoted
the following repon of Elder H. C. Lacey
regarding the nurses' training at Avondale
School. "In connection with the other work

undenaken by our school, there has been
organized this year a special depanmcnt of
physiology and hygiene. This depanmcnt
offers to the student the means of acquiring
a practical knowledge of the workings of
the wonderful mechanism of the human
body, and furnishes an opponunity of becoming acquainted with the most approved methods in the rational treatment

of disease. The study of anatomy, the form
and structure of the body; of physiology,
the use and functions of the various organs;
and of hygiene, the laws that underlie their
healthful activities, is pursued from a biblical and scientific point of view.
"The object we have before us is the
qualifying of laborers to engage in the
all-round work of the third angel's message." Review and Herald, vol. 3,613
Another practice which we need to
avoid is that of overusing, and thus misusing, the more complex remedies of mod-
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ern technology. Rather than put forth the
effon and time to restore our organs to
their normal function through the simple,
natural remcdies readily available to all
we impatiently rush to the doctor desiring
a prescription medication to give us a

quick cure. nus approach is not in harmony with the counsels from the Lord;
neither is it in harmony with good science.

Many of us want to be known as the
defenders of historic Adventism. Rightfully, we want to panicipate in the repairing
of the breach. nus desire leads us to the
study of the writings ofour health-reformer
ancestors. We quote from such stalwans as
Dr. John Harvey Kellogg, Julius Gilben
White and Jethro Kloss. These men gave
present truth for their time, and much of
their works are still of value. However,

knows that sooner or later He will fmd it
much easier to get us to go contrary to a
"Thus saith the Lord" in other areas. Because a method of health eare gives seemingly good results is not evidence that it is
based on truth and thus safe to use. The
closer we get to Satan's personation of
Christ, the more crucial it becomes that we
are certain that our practices and messages
are in harmony with truth and that they are
not a mere retlection of our "experiencc,"
or that of others.
In these ClOSing days of eanh's history,
let us purpose that our love for the truth will
lead us into a knowledge of and a practice
of all of God's revealed will in physical as
well a, in mental and moral realm,. Let us
determine that by God's grace we willieam
the true meaning of the following courtsel:

In these closing days of earth's history, let us
purpose that our love for the truth will lead us
into a knowledge of and a practice of all of
God's revealed will in physical as well as in
the mental and moral realms
cenain ponions of their understanding of
physiology, and the call,es of disease, and
thus how best to treat disease, even as to
which simple remedy to use and when to
use it, are no longer accurate. Ow present
day health work must be in harmony with
the present-day undcrstanding of anatomy
and physiology. Present "truth" must keep
pace with presentlighl.
Satan first deceived Eve by getting her
to believe her senses and her "experience."
After perceiving no evil results from touching the fruit, she proceeded to taste of it. "It
was grateful to the taste, and as she ate, she
seemed to feel a vivifying power, and
imagined herself entering upon a higher
state of existence." Patriarchs and Prophets, 56. Her "experience" in opposition to a
direct "Thus saith the Lord" was then used
to mislead Adam into error and disobedience. See Health Refonner, 80. In these
last days Satan is appealing, and will continue to appeal, to our senses and to our
"experiences" to lead us to live and work in
disobedience to truth as written by God's
hand in Scripture, the Spirit of Prophecy
and in the physical world. If Satan can get
us to base our health message and practice
on an "exrx:rience" contrary to a "Thus
saith the Lord" in the natural world He
w

"There are many ways of practicing the
healing an, but there is only one way that
Heaven approves." Testimonies, vol. 5,
443. Let us purpose that by God's grace we
will unite with our fellow believers in
speaking and in sharing with one voice. As
we achieve this unity of faith and witness
we will be better protected from Satan's
multiple buffeting winds of doctrine and
better able to finish the Lord's work. May
that be our desire. 0
I

Enquire of I-lope International regarding training
programs in these remedies, ranging from a
weekend 10 several months in duralion.

Recommended sources for fun her information:
L Anatomy and Physiology texts used in our
Advcntisl school system.
2. Mvstical Medicille, Warrcn PctCr.i., M.D.3. The Crearor's Masterpiece, Life Abund.'lnl
Missionary Institule, Anatomy and Physiology
correspondence course.4. Get Well at Home, Richnrd Hansen, M.D.5. Home Remedies, Natural Remedies, and More
Natural Remedies, Drs. Calvin and Agatha
Thrash.6. Take Care of Yourself, Donald Vickery, M.D.,
and James Fries, M.D.-Request further information regarding these
from Hope Illtcrllntiollal, P.O. Box 940, £<ltonville,
Washington 98328

It was followed by the seven-day Feast
of Unleavened Bread. At this time the
Jews commemorated their experience of

leaving Egypt and anticipated the sacrifice of Christ, the antitypieal Passover
Lamb, that would bring them deliverance from the bondage of sin and death.
The Jews were not to begin harvesting their crops until after the firstfruits were offered at the Passover.
Likewise, Christ, the first fruits of the
harvest of souls, had to die and rise to
life again in order to establish the hope
of the resurrection (harvest) of the righteous. Sec 1 Corinthians 15:12-23; The
Grear Controversy, 399
Pentecost came fifty days after the
Passover and represented the harvest of
souls by the gospel message. It was
partially fulfilled when, at the Pentecost
following Jesus' death and resurrection,
three thousand Jews accepted Jesus as
their Messiah. An even greater harvest is
yet to come, following the latter rain.
The Feast of Tabernacles, also called
the Feast of Ingathering, was a time of
thanksgiving. It was especially meaningful to the Jews because it reminded
them of the booths or tabernacles that
they lived in during their journey
through the wilderness. The cares of
gathering and storing another year's

t.

harvest were over. Yet the greatest rea-
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The Feast Days
Should We Keep Them?

I

T is of utmost importance for each one
of us to study God's Word and know
our duty for ourselves. If we choose to

remain ignorant of God's revealed will,

we will perish. Sec Hosea 4:6
No doubt many readers of this article
arc confident that they know why the
feasts were instituted and believe that the
period of time in which the laws concern:
ing the feasts were to be enforced is now
past. However, some Adventists today are
teaching that we have been neglecting the
feast days and that they should be observed even in our day. For this reason let

us review the purpose of each feast and
then examine some of the reasons for and
against observing the feasts today.
The three major feast days were first
mentioned in Exodus 23:14-17, and the
instructions for how to keep the feasts are
given in Leviticus 23. They arc commonly known as the Passover, Pentecost,
and the Feast of Thbernacles (or Booths).
It would be well for all to review the
chapter entitled "The Annual Feasts" in
Patriarchs and Prophets, 537-542.
The Passover was observed on the
fourteenth day of the first Jewish month.

son for thanksgiving was the joy and
peace which followed the Day of Atonement, which had just ended. This joy
God wants us to experience today, and it
will culminate as we meet around the
great feast tables of heaven.
"AI these yearly assemblies the hearts
of old and young would be encouraged in
the service of God, while the association

of the people from the different quarters
of the land would strengthen the ties that
bound them to God and to one another.
Well would it be for the people of God at
the present time to have a Feast of Thbernacles---a joyous commemoration of the
blessings of God to them. As the children

of Israel celebrated the deliverance that
God had wrought for their fathers, and His
miraculous preservation of them during
their journeyings from Egypt, so should
we gratefully call to mind the various
ways He has devised for bringing us out
from the world, and from the darkness of
error, into the precious light of His grace
and truth.
"With those who lived at a distance
from the tabernacle, more than a month
of every year must have been occupied
in attendance upon the annual feasts.

Harvey Steck
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This example of devotion to God should
emphasize the importance of religious

worship and the necessity of subordinating our selfish, worldly interests to those
that are spiritual and eternal. We sustain

a loss when we neglect the privilege of
associating together to strengthen and
encourage one another in the service of
God. The truths of His Word lose their
vividness and importance in our minds.
Our hearts cease to be enlightened and
aroused by the sanctifying influence,
and we decline in spirituality. In our
intercourse as Christians we lose much
by lack of sympathy with one another.
He who shuts himself up to himself is
not filling the position that God designed he should. We arc aU children of
one Father, dependent upon one another
for happiness. The claims of God and of
humanity are upon us. It is the proper
cultivation of the social elements of our
nature that brings us into sympathy with
our brethren and affords us happiness in
our efforts to bless others.
"The Feast of Thbernac1cs was not
only commemorative but typical. It not
onJy pointed back to the wilderness sojourn, but, as the feast of harvest, it
celebrated the ingathering of the fruits of
the earth, and pointed forward to the
great day of final ingathering, when the
Lord of the harvest shall send forth His
reapers to gather the tares together in
bundles for the fire, and to gather the
wheat into His garner. At that time the
wicked wiU all be destroyed. They will
become' as though they had not been.'
Obadiah 16. An'd every voice in the
whole universe will unite in joyful
praise to God. Says the revelator, 'Every
creature which is in heaven, and on the
earth, and under the earth, and such as
are in the sea, and all that are in them,
heard I saying, Blcssing, and honour,
and glory, and power, be unto him that
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb forever and ever.' Revelation 5: 13
"The people of Israel praised God at
the Feast of Tabernacles, as they called
to mind His mercy in their deliverance
from the bondage of Egypt and His
tender care for them during their pilgrim
life in the wilderness. They rejoiced also
in the consciousness of pardon and acceptance, through the service of the Day
of Atonement, just ended. But when the
ransomed of the Lord shall have been
safely gathered into the heavenly
Canaan, forever delivered from the
bondage of the curse, under which 'the
whole creation groaneth and travaileth

22 Our Firm Fou"datiOfl

Vol. 7, No.2

in pain together until now' (Romans
8:22), they will rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. Christ's
great work of atonement for men will
then have been completed, and their sins
will have been forever blotted oul."
Patriarchs alld Prophets, 540-542
As we read this statement carefully,
we can see that the emphasis is not that we
should observe the Feast of Thbernacles
(held on the fifteenth day of the seventh
month), but rather that there arc some
important lessons in this feast that would
be well for US to learn and practice in our
lives: 1) We need to gratefully recall the
ways the Lord has led (and is leading) US
out of bondage to sin and into avictorious,
saving experience; 2) the blessings of
character development and encouragemenl that can result from these gatherings
is well worth the necessary sacrifice of
time and ekpense. This point is also made
in the Tesrtmonies:
"Brethren and sisters, it would be far
better for you to let your business suffer
than to negleet the opportunity of hearing
the message God has for you. Make no
excuse that will keep you from gaining
every spiritual advantage possible. You
need every ray ofligllt. You need to become

through their association together in this
sacred service they were to be bound
closer to God and to one another.
"In the days of Christ these feasts
were attended by vast multitudes of
people from all lands; and had they been
kept as God intended, in the spirit of true
worship, the light of truth might through
them have been given to aU the nations
of the world....
"If the children of Israel needed the
benefit of these holy convocations in
their time, how much more do we need
them in these last days of peril and
connict! And if the people of the world
then needed the light which God had
committed to His church, how much
more do they need it now!
"This is a time for
to come
up to the help of the Lord, to the help of
the Lord against the mighty. . . . The
Lord has need of you. He does not do
His work without the co-operation of the
human agent. Go to the camp meeting,
even though you have to make a sacrifice to do so." Testimonies, vol. 6, 3940; see also vol. 2, 573-574; 598-599
We find here also that the way the
Jews were 10 observe the feast days is an
example of how we should appreciate

We find here also that the way the Jews were to
observe the feast days is an example of how we
should appreciate camp meetings and other
opportunities for fellowship and study-not
that the actual feasts should be observed
qualified to give a reason of the hope that is
in you with meekness and fear. You cannot
afford to lose one such privilege.
"Anciently the Lord instructed His
people to assemble three timcs a year for
His worship. To thcse holy eonvocations
the children of Israel came, bringing to the
house of God their tithes, their sin offerings, and their offerings of gratitude. They
met to recount God's mercies, to make
known His wonderful works, and to offer
praise and thanksgiving to His name. And
they were to unite in the sacrificial service
which pointed to Christ as the Lamb of
God that taketh away the sin of the world.
Thus they were to be preserved from the
corrupting power of worldliness and
idolatry. Faith and love and gratitude were
to De kept alive in their hearts, and

camp meetings and other opportunities
for fellowship and study-not that the
actual feasts should be observed.
Foreshadowing Sabbaths
Let US note that each ofthese feasts was
to be observed as a ceremonial sabbathset aside from work, for worship and selfexamination. Sce Leviticus 23. Thus God
made them "holydays" which foreshadowed the antitype. The feasts also
marked the beginning and end of the two
seasons in Palestine-wet and dry.
In the New 'Testament times the apostles encountered those who believed that
Christians should eontinue keeping these
feasts, but what did Paul say concerning
them? "But now, after that ye have known

God, or rather are known of God, how
tum ye again to the weak and beggarly
elements, whereunto ye desire again to be
in bondage? Ye observe days, and
months, and times, and years. I am afraid
of you, lest I have bestowed upon you
labour in vain." Galatians 4:9-11. "Let no
man therefore judge you in meat, or in
drink, or in respect ofan holyday, or of the

"shadowy types." 2) In order to observe the
feasts, sacrifices and offerings were made.
Daniel 9:27 says that the Messiah would
cause the "sacrifice and the oblation to
cease." The Hebrew word from which
"oblation" was translated is translated
llmeat offering" in Leviticus 23:13, 16, 18,

37, thus indicating that the offerings made
during the feast days were to cease, along

God of adding to, and then subtracting
from, the moral law. Instead, ''the moral
law was never a type or a shadow. It existed
ocforc man's creation, and will endure as
long as God's throne remains. God could
not change or alter one precept of His law
in order to save man; for the law is the
foundation of Hi' government. It is unchangeable, unalterable, infmitc, and cler·
na1." The Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commelllary, vol. 6, 1097. "While the
Saviour's death brought to an end the law
of types and shadows, it did not in the least
detract from the obligation of the moral
law. On the contrary, the very fact that it
was necessary for Christ to die in order to
atone for the transgression of that law,
proves it to be immutable," Patriarchs and
Prophets, 365

new moon, or of the sabbath days: which

with the sacrifices, at the crucifIXion. 3) The

are a shadow of things to come; but the
body is of Christ." Colossians 2:16--17.
Here Paul spoke of the sabbaths (including the feast days) which were a shadow
of things to come-dearly excluding the
seventh-day Sabbath.
Some have suggested that, because
"new moons" and "times" arc men
tioncd among the events that were observed, these Christians to whom Paul
was writing must have been worshjping

Jaws ("statutes") concerning the feasts were
given around the same time that the rest of
the ceremonial law was given (at Mount
Sinai), whereas the moral law existed
before sin entered the universe.
EUen White understood the "moral
law" to be synonymous with the Ten

on pagan holidays. However, let us read

The laws ("statutes") concerning the feasts
were given around the same time that the rest
of the ceremonial law was given (at Mount
Sinai), whereas the moral law existed before
sin entered the universe

M

the following comments from the
SiNenth-dayAdvell/ist Bible Dictionary,
735: "Among the Hebrews the day of the
new moon, or the 1st of the month, was
set apart as a day for special worship and
feasting (1 Samuel 20:5). Trumpets were
blown to announce the day (Psalm 81:3;
see also Numbers 10:10), ordinary labor
was suspended (Amos 8:5), and additional sacrifices were prescribed (Numbers 28:11-14). The new moon of the 7th
month was the civil New Year's Day."
Please note that the Jews observed the
beginning ofeach month and the beginning
of the new year. Of the civil New Year's
Day, God commanded, "In the seventh
month, in the fust day of the month, shall ye
have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of
trumpets, an holy convocation. Ye shall do
no servile work therein: but ye shall offeran
offering made by fue unto the Lord."
Leviticus 23:24-25
Young's Analytical Concordance
notes that the word "times," as used in

Galatians 4:10, is translated from a
Greek word which also means "sea-

sons." Thus Paul was here exhorting the
Christians not to turn back to observing
the feast days, which marked the beginning and end of their seasons.
Moral or Ceremonial Law'!
Because some are teaching that the
feasts were pan of the moral law, let us
consider several reasons that indicate that
they were part of the ceremonial law: 1)
The feasts were shadows of future events,
in contrast with the Ten Commandments
and the civil laws which wefe not

Commandments, as we sec in these two
quotations: "It is this law of ceremonies,

which was to find its fulfillment in the
death of Christ, when type should meet
antitype, that is so frequently in our day
confounded with the moral law of tell
commandments, which was engraven by
the fmger of God upon stone, and which is
as enduring as the throne of Jehovah."
Signs ofthe Times, vol. 1, 170; all emphasis supplied. "Will you not compare your
character with God's moral law, the tell
commandment.s'!" Ibid., vol. 2, 150
Ellen White also uses the term
"divine statutes" to refer to the law of
God, which was in existence long before

the feast days were instituted during the
Exodus. Sec The Greal Controversy,
499; Patriarchs and Prophets, 39, 88,
117, 142-143; The Sevemh-dayAdventiSI Bible COl11me11lary, vol. 4, 1162
"When the Saviour yielded up His
life on Calvary, the significance of the
Passover ceased, and the ordinance of
the Lord's Supper was instituted as a
memorial of the same event of which the
Passover had been a type." Patriarchs

and Prophets, 539
[f, as some say, the feasts were added to
the moral law, and at least one feast (the
Passover) ceased to be of significance after
the cross, then one could rightly accuse

Statutes
One writer has reminded US that the
feast days were "statutes," and then he has
presented us with this quotation of Sister
White: "Christ gave to Moses religious
precepts which were to govern everyday
life. These statutes were explicitly given
to guard the Thn Commandments. They
were not shadowy types to pass away with
the death of Christ. They were to be
binding upon man in every age as long as
time should last." The SiNemh-day Adve11list Bible Commemary, vol. 1, 1104
The conclusion is then drawn that to
diminish the importance of observing

the feasts is a species of idolatry. However, please turn to the article entitled
"The Law of God," by Ellen G. White,
in this issue of Our Firm Foundation,
pages 25-27. In the tenth paragraph of
this article you wiu find the sentences
which were quoted above. As you read
the article, especially the sixth paragraph, you will find that the context
clearly indicates that the "statutes" Sister White was referring to were "the
statutes concerning marriage, inheri-

tance, and strict justice in dealing with
one another." Regarding these three

Vol. 7, No.2 Our Firm FOII"datioll 23

areas of law, it is easy to see that they
were not shadowy types and that they
were indeed upholding or guarding the
Ten Commandments.
The ceremonial law was a system of
worship established by God to illustrate the
plan of salvation, including Christ's death
on the cross-shadows of what was yet
future. However, as we have seen with the
annual feasts, many of the symbols pointcd
beyond the death of Christ. The Day of
Atonement is another well-known ex-

ample, which not only symbolized the life
and death of Christ, but also pointed forward in time to Jesus' work ofcleansing the
heavenly temple and to the eternal banishment of Satan and sin. Yet we are not
exhorted to continue observing the Day of
Atonement. The fact that these holy days
were declared to be "a statute for ever in
your generations," means that these days

were to be observed as long as the ceremonial laws were in effcct, for this same
declaration is made ofseveral aspects ofthe
ceremonial system which have nothing to
do with any of the fea,t days. See Exodus
27:21; 28:43; 30:21; Leviticus 6:18, 22;
7:34, 36; 10:9, 15; 16:29, 31; 23:31, 41;
24:3; Numbers 18:23
Example of the Apostles
What about the apostles? Did they
keep the [easts? One writer recently
gave eight scripture references which
were supposed to give abundant evidence that the apostles did keep the
feasts. However, in examining them we
find that each text fell into one of these
categories:
1) The feast day was mentioned to
give a time frame for the context (Acts
12:1-3; 2:1; 27:9).
2) Paul earnestly endeavored to be at
Jerusalem during the feasts because this
afforded opportunities to preach the
gospel of Jesus Christ to people from
around the world (Acts 18:21; 20:16;
1 Corinthians 16:8). Since on one occasion he was delayed in his efforts to
reach Jerusalem in time for the Passover,
he spent the time with some of his
converts at Philippi (Acts 20:6; Sketches
from the Life ofPOlll, 194-196).
3) The spiritual-not literal-application of the feast-day symbols is the
SUbject (1 Corinthians 5:7-8).
Thus we find that 1I0lle of these
references supports the idea that the
apostles kept the feast days because they
were yet significant-only that it was a
time to witness to others.
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In conclusion, we find no indication
in the inspired writings that the feast
days are to be kept by us today in a
literal manner.
Responding to "New Light"
If someone came to you with what
seemed to be new light, how would you
respond? If it scemed plausible, would
you accept it without carefully studying
it for youtself? Or would you reject it
simply because it presented requiremenls which would be a burden? Let us

not measure that which claims to be
truth by OUT own logic or convenience,
but rather by God's Word.
"Truth is eternal, and conflict with
error will only make manifest its
strength. We should never refuse to examine the Scriptures with those who, we
have reason to believe, desire to know
what is truth as much as we do. Suppose
a brother held a view that differed from
yours, and he should come to you, proposing that you sit down with hinl and
make an investigation of that poinl in the
Scriptures; should you ·rise up, filled
with prejudice, and condemn his ideas,
while refusing to give him a candid
hearing?
"The only right way would be to sit
down as Christians and investigate the
position presented, in the light of God's
Word, which will reveal truth and unmask error. To ridicule his ideas would
not weaken his position in the least if it
were false, or strengthen your position if
it were true. If the pillars of our faith will
not stand the test of invcstigation, it is
time that we knew it. There must be no
spirit of pharisaism cherished among us.
When Christ came to His own, His own
received Him not; and it is a matter of
solemn interesl to us that we should not
pursue a similar course in refusing light
from heaven.
"We must study the truth for ourselves. No living man should be relied
upon to think for us. No matter who it is,
or in what position he may be placed, we
are not to look upon any man as a perfect
criterion for us. We arc to counsel together, and to be subject to one another;
but at the same time we are to exercise
the ability God has given us to learn
what is truth. Each one of us must look
to God for divine enlightenment. We
must individually develop a character
that will stand the test in the day of God.
We must not become set in aUf ideas,
and think that no one should interferc

with our opinions." Counsels to Writers
and Edirors, 44-45
"My soul is much burdened, for I
know what is before us. Every conceivable deception will be brought to bear
upon those who have not a daily, living
connection with God. Satan's angels are
wise to do evil, and they will create that
which some will claim to be advanced
light and will proclaim it as new and
wonderful; yet while in some respects
the message may be truth, it will be
mingled with human inventions and will
teach for doctrine the commandments of
men. If there was ever a time when we
should watch and pray in real earnest, it
is now.
"Many apparently good things will
need to be carefully considered with
much prayer; for they are specious devices of the enemy to lead souls in a path
which lies so close to the path of trulh
that it will be scarcely distinguishablc
from it. But the eye of faith may discern
that it is diverging, though almost imperceptibly, from the right path. At first it
may be thought positively right, but after
a while it is seen to be widely divergent
from the way which leads to holiness
and heaven. My brethren, I warn you to
make straight paths for your feet, lest the
lame be turned out of the way." Mind,
Character, and Personality, 42
Would not Satan be delighted to see
us begin observing Jewish ceremonies
which God is no longer requiring us to
keep? The Sunday-keeping churches
would then feel more strongly that the
seventh-day Sabbath is simply one of
the Jewish laws done away with at the
cross.
When someone presents us with
what may be "new light," let us respond
as the Bercans did and study to see
whether it is so, whether it is present
truth, whether it will truly help us prepare our characters for Christ's soon
coming. 0

If you have received "An Open
Letter to Ron Spear," written by
Luis Munilla, and you would
like a step-by-step analysis of
the letter, you may request the
"Feast-Day Critique" from Hope
lntemational. Please send a
donation of $2 (postage paid) to
cover the costs.
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HE fact that the holy pair in disregarding the prohibition of God in
one particular, thus transgressed His
law, and as the result suffered the consequences of the Fall, should impress all
with a just sense of the sacred character
of the law of God. If the experience of
our first parents in the transgression of
what many who profess to fear God
would call the lesser requirements of the
law of God, was attended with such
fearful consequences, what will be the
punishment of those who not only break
its most important precepts, as clearly
defined as is the founh commandment,
but also teach others to transgress?
All will yet understand, as did Adam
and Eve, that God means what He says.
Men who pass on indifferently in regard
to the especial claims of God's holy law,
and who turn from and reject the light
given upon the Sabbath of the founh
commandment, and seek to ease their
consciences by following traditions and
customs, will be held responsible by
God, and in a greater degree, than if
Christ had not come to the earth, and
suffered on Calvary. The fact that the
redemption of man from the penalty of

unmistakable proof of the unchanging
nature of the law of God.
God gave a clear and definite knowledge of His will to Israel by especial
precepts, showing the duty of man to
God and to his fellow men. The worship
due to God was clearly defined. A
special system of rites and ceremonies
was established, which would secure the
remembrance of God among His people,
and thereby serve as a hedge to guard
and protect the Thn Commandments
from violation.
God's people, whom He calls His
peculiar treasure, were privileged with a
twofold system of law; the moral and the
ceremonial. The one, pointing back to

o

the transgression, required this wonder-

living God who made the world, whose
claims are binding upon all men in every
dispensation, and which will exist
through all time and eternity. The other,
given because of man's transgression of
the moral law, the obedience to which
consisted in sacrifices and offerings
pointing to the future redemption. Each
is clear and distinct from the other. From
the Creation the moral law was an essential pan of God's divine plan, and was as
unchangeable as Himself. The cere-

purpose of Christ's plan for the salvation
of the race. The typical system of sacrifices and offerings was established that
through these services the sinner might
discern the great offering, Christ. But
the Jews were so blinded by pride and
sin that but few of them could see farther
than the death of beasts as an atonement
for sin; and when Christ, whom these
offerings prefigured, came, they could
not discern Him. The ceremonial law
was glorious; it was the provision made
by Jesus Christ in counsel with His
Father, to aid in the salvation of the race.
The whole arrangement of the typical
system was founded on Christ. Adam
saw Christ prefigured in the innocent
beast suffering the penalty of his transgression of Jehovah's law.
The law of types reached forward
to Christ. All hope and faith centered
in Christ until type reached its antitype
in His death. The statutes and judgments specifying the duty of man to his
fellow men, were full of important instruction, defining and simplifying the
principles of the moral law, for the
purpose of increasing religious knowledge, and of preserving God's chosen
people distinct and separate from

ful sacrifice on the pan of Christ, gives

monial law was to answer a particular

idolatrous nations.

Creation to keep in remembrance the
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The statutes concerning marriage,
inheritance, and strict justice in dealing
with one another, were peculiar and
contrary to the customs and manners of
other nations, and were designed of God
to keep His people separate from other
nations. The necessity of this to preserve
the people of God from becoming like
the nations who had not the love and fear
of God, is the same in this corrupt age,
when the transgression of God's law
prevails and idolatry exists to a fearful
extent. If ancient Israel needed such
security, we need it more, to keep us
from being utterly confounded with the
transgressors of God's law. The hearts
of men are so prone to depart from God
that there is a necessity for restraint and
discipline.
The love that God bore to man whom
He had created in His own image, led Him
to give His Son to die for man.'s transgression, and lest the increase of sin should
lead him to forget God and the promised
redemption, the system of sacrificial
offerings was established to typify the
perfect offering of the Son of God.
Christ was the angel appointed of
God to go before Moses in the wilderness, conducting the Israelites in their
travels to the land of Canaan. Christ
gave Moses His special directions to be
given to Israel. "Moreover, brethren, I
would not that ye should be ignorant,
how that all our fathers were under the
cloud, and all passed through the sea;
and were all baptized unto Moses in the
cloud and in the sea; and did all eat the
same spiritual meat; and did all drink the
same spiritual drink: for they drank of
that spiritual Rock that followed them:
and that Rock was Christ." 1 Corinthians 10:1-4
"In the last day, that great day of the
feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If
any man thirst, let him come unto me,
and drink." John 7:37. These words
were called out by witnessing a representation by the Jews of water flowing
from the flinty rock. This commemoration of bringing water from the rock in
the wilderness moves the heart of the
Son of God to tenderest compassion and
pity for their darkened understanding;
for they will not see the light which He
has brought to them. Christ tells them
that He is that rock. I am that living
water. Your fathers drank of that spiritual rock that followed them. That rock
was Myself. It was through Christ alone
that the Hebrews were favored with the
especial blessings which they were eon-
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tinually receiving, notwithstanding their
sinful murmurings and rebellion.
In consequence of continual transgression, the mora] law was repeated in
awful grandeur from Sinai. Christ gave to
Moses religious precepts which were to
govern the everyday life. These statutes
were explicitly given to guard the Thn
Commandments. They were not shadowy
types to pass away with the death of

tians commit a terrible mistake in calling
this law severe and arbitrary, and then
contrasting it with the gospel and mission of Christ in His ministry on earth, as
though He were in opposition to the just
precepts which they call the law of
Moses.
The law of Jehovah, dating back to
Creation, was comprised in the two great
principles, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy

These statutes were explicitly given to guard
the Ten Commandments. They were not
shadowy types to pass away with the death of
Christ
Christ. They were to be binding upon man
in every age as long as time should last.
These commands were enforced by the
power of the moral law, and they clearly
and definitely explained thatlaw.
Christ became sin for the fallen race,
in taking upon Himself the condemnation resting upon the sinner for his transgression of the law of God. Christ stood
at the head of the human family as their
representative. He had taken upon Himself the sins of the world. In the likeness
of sinful flesh He condemned sin in the
flesh. He recognized the claims of the
Jewish law until His death, when type
met antitype. In the miracle He performed for the leper, He bade him go to
the priests with an offering in accordance with the law of Moses. Thus He
sanctioned the law requiring offerings.
Christians who profess to be Bible
students can appreciate more fully than
ancient Israel did the full signification of
the ceremonial ordinances that they
were required to observe. If they are
indeed Christians, they are prepared to
acknowledge the sacredness and importance of the shadowy types, as they see
the accomplishment of the events which
they represent. The death of Christ gives
the Christian a correct knowledge of the
system of ceremonies and explains
prophecies which still remain obscure to
the Jews. Moses of himself framed no
law. Christ, the angel whom God had
appointed to go before His chosen
people, gave to Moses statutes and requirements necessary to a living religion
and to govern the people of God. Chris-

God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind, and with all
thy strength: this is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely
this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these." Mark 12:3G31. These two great principles embrace
the first four commandments, showing
the duty of man to God, and the last six,
showing the duty of man to his fellow
man. The principles were more explicitly stated to man after the Fall, and
worded to meet the case of fallen intelligences. This was necessary in consequence of the minds of men being
blinded by transgression.
God graciously spoke His law and
wrote it with His own finger on stone,
making a solemn covenant with His
people at Sinai. God acknowledged them
as His peculiar treasure above all people
upon the earth. Christ, who went before
Moses in the wilderness, made the principles of morality and religion more clear
by particular precepts, specifying the duty
of man to God and his fellow men, for the
purpose of protecting life, and guarding
the sacred law of God, that it should not be
entirely forgotten in the midst of an apostate world.
Professed Christians now cry,
Christ! Christ is our righteousness, but
away with the law. They talk and act as
though Christ's mission to a fallen world
was for the express purpose of nullifying
His Father's law. Could not that work
have been just as well executed without
the only beloved of the Father coming to

this world and enduring grief, privation,
and the shameful death of the cross?
Ministers preach that the atonement
gave men liberty to break the law of
God, and to commit sin, and then praise

the free grace and mercy revealed
through Christ under the gospel, while
they despise the law of God.
They cast aside the restraint of the
law, and give loose rein to the corrupt
passions and the promptings of the natural heart, and then triumph in the mercy
and grace of the gospel. Christ speaks to
such: "Not every onc that saith unto mc,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of
my Father which is in heaven." Matthew
7:21. What is the will of the Father? That
we keep His commandments. Christ, to
enforce the will of His Father, became
the author of the statutes and precepts
given through Moses to the people of
God. Christians who extol Christ, but
array themselves against the law governing the Jewish church, array Christ
against Christ.
The death of Jesus Christ for the
redemption of man lifts the veil and
reflects a flood of light back hundreds of
years, upon the whole institution of the
Jewish system of religion. Without the

Self-Supporting Work
Continued from 12

should be supporled instead of following God's directions? Do you think that
would be safe?
Individual Responsibility
Inspiration has given us this solemn
warning regarding our responsibility in
the support of God's work: "If God
pronounces a woe upon those who are
called to preach the truth and refuse to
obey, a heavier woe rests upon those
who talke upon them this sacred work
wilhout clean hands and pure hearts. As
there are woes for those who preach the

Review and Herald, vol. 1, 164--165

truth while they arc unsanctified in heart
and life, so there are woes for those who
receive and maintain the unsanctified in
the position which they cannot fill."
Testimonies, vol. 2, 552
"I call upon God's people to open
their eyes. When you sanelion or carry out
the decisions of men who, as you know,
arc not in harmony with truth and righteousness, you weaken yow own faith and
lose yow relish for communion with
God." Testimonies to Ministers, 91
When efforts were made to urge
writers to return to the conference or
publishing house all of the profits
derived from their writing, Sister White
counseled, "The Lord has made us inHis stewards. We each hold a
solemn responsibility to invest this
means ourselves.. ..
"While it is not your own property that
you are handling, yet you arc made responsible for its wise investment, for its
usc or abuse. God does not lay upon you
the burden of asking the conference or
any counsel of men whether you shall usc
your means as you see fit to advance the
work of God in destitute towns and cities,
and impoverished localities." Pamphlets
in the Concordance, vol. 2, 467
When Madison was started, the comments in the diaries showed that one of the
main points of contention between the
General Conference and those who were
trying to start Madison was over money.
Inspiration has given us no right to
feel that all the means should be handled
through one organization.
"All the means arc not to be handled
by one agency or organization.... To
those in our conferences who have felt
that they had authority to forbid the
gathering of means in certain territory I
now say: This matter has been presented

(May 6, 1875)

to me again and again. I now bear my

Christ recognized the
claims of the Jewish
law until His death
death of Christ all this system was meaningless. The Jews reject Christ, and
therefore their whole system of religion
is to them indefinite, unexplainable, and
uncertain. They attach as much importance to shadowy ceremonies of types
which have met Iheir antitype, as they do
to the law of the Thn Commandments,
which was nol a shadow, but a reality as
enduring as Ihe throne of Jehovah. The
death of Christ elevates Ihe Jewish system of types and ordinances, showing
that they were of divine appointment,
and for the purpose of keeping faith
alive in the hearts of His people. 0

testimony in the name of the Lord to
those whom il concerns. Wherever you
are, withhold your forbiddings. The
work of God is not to be thus trammeled.
... This wonderful burden of responsibility which some suppose God has
placed upon them with their official
position, has never been laid upon

them." Spalding-Magan Collection,

421-422
"You ask me what you shall do in
view of the fact that so little help is given
to that department of the work in which
you arc working.
"I would say, 'Trust it with the Lord.

There is a way opened for you in regard
to securing help for the Southern field.
Appeal to the people. This is the only
course you can pursue, under the circumstances.
"Send no statement of the situation
through our religious papers; because it

will nol be honored. Send direct to the
people. God's ways are not to be counterworked by man's ways. There are
those who have means, and who will

give large and small sums. Have this
money come direct to your destitute
portion of the vineyard. The Lord has
not specified any regular channel
through which means should pass.' "
Ibid., 498; italics supplied
If we cannot understand language as
plain as that, I do not know what we will
do.
Because of what happened, because
of the great apostasy, God authorized
independent self-supporting work as one
of the means through which He would
finish His work. Do not let anybody telt
you that self-supporting work is not
Seventh-day Adventist, that something
that is not controlled, directed or

authorized by the conference is not
Seventh-day Adventist. It is. A selfsupporting school can be Seventh-day
Adventist, a self-supporting sanitarium
can be Seventh-day Adventist, a selfsupporting printing press can be
Seventh-day Adventist, and a selfsupporting local congregation can be
Seventh-day Adventist. The important
thing is to test the work by what Paul
says in Galatians 2: Is it according to the
truth? And if it is according to the truth
of inspiration, you can depend on it.
Whatever happens, one of these days
very soon the truth is going to triumph.
And when the truth triumphs, I want to
be with it, do you? Lei US dedicate

ourselves in prayer to be faithful 10 the
truth, no matter what happens. 0
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How to Get Rid of the Independents
As

we draw closer to the coming of

Christ, some "independent minis-

tries" seem to be a bigger and bigger
thorn in the side of leadership of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. Meetings are being held regularly by leadership to discuss how to deal with these
ministries. More articles are being written in an attempt to diffuse their impact
on the church. Calculations are being
made as to the best way to strike those
involved in them from the church rolls
with the least hurt to the membership
and tithe funds of the church.
The Perth Declaration has been declared, an open letter to Ron Spear has
been written by the new leader of ASI,
articles and editorials have appeared in
the Advemist Review. Roger Coon has
written a pamphlet on tithe; Wayne Dull
has written an article directed against the
"troublesome" independents; Elder
Falkenberg has made strong statements
regarding the "end" of these "divisive"
independents within the near future. A
strong campaign is on to paint a picture
of the independents as dissident rightwing fanatics.
The answer to the dilemma at this
point seems to be to first discredit these

independents in the eyes of the rest of the
church membership and then disfellowship them. But will this tactic really end
the problems in the church? Will it result
in spiritual prosperity, spiritual revival
and in more church members being ready
for the soon return ofJesus? Is it really the
remedy for this particular "cancer," or
should the church leadership be searching
deeper to find the root cause instead of
attempting to just cut off the "cancer"?
Should not the question be asked, "Why
do these independent ministries exist in
the first place?" Do we cut off this
"cancer" while other "cancers" in the
body are allowed to grow? Is it possible
that some of these independent ministries
have been raised up by God to help draw
the people back to Him? Remember,
Jesus was an independent Minister within
the church who was finally "cut off'
because it was better that one man be
eliminated than for a whole nation to
suffer.
Again, instead of attacking independent ministries, which are a symptom of the problems in our church,
should not the church seek to find why
these ministries arose in the first place,

and then apply the remedy at that point?

I Clark Floyd I
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Let us look at the issues:
1. The Nature of Christ

Roger Coon in his recent article on
tithe indicated that the big issue with
independents is in the area of the nature
of Christ. He said that there are three
positions within the church:
1. Jesus in His human nature was
like Adam before the Fall;
2. He was like Adam after the Fall,
and
3. He was both like Adam before the
Fall and after the Fall.
Brother Coon then says that most of
our pastors believe in number three. He
indicates that how one believes in this
area is no reason for division within the
church, that we should have unity in our
differences. It has never been one of the
twenty-seven fundamental doctrines of
the church; therefore, it should not be an

issue.
But let us look a little deeper, at the
root. What one believes about the nature
of Christ also influences whether we
believe Him to be both our substitute and
our example, or just our substitute. If just
our substitute, then we no longer see the

power of Divinity working in our lives as
it did in His life to help us overcome sin.
Ellen White writes, "Abundant grace
has been provided that the believing soul
may be kept free from sin; for all

conferences. Are they wrong? Will they
affect the salvation of our people? I
agree that we cannot automatically say
that all churches having a service called
"celebration" are leading people to per-

heaven, with its limitless resources, has

dition, although where some are now
and where they are heading needs to be

been placed at our command." Seleered
Messages, book 1, 394. "He who bas not
sufficient faith in Christ to believe that
He can keep him from sinning, has not
the faith that will give him an entrance
into the kingdom of God." Review and
Herald, vol. 5, 24
"We believe without a doubt that
Christ is soon coming. This is not a fable
to us; it is a reality. We have no doubt,
neither have we had a doubt for years, that
the doctrines we hold today are present
truth, and that we are nearing the judgment. We are preparing to meet Him who,
escorted by a retinue of holy angelS, is to
appear in the clouds of heaven to give the
faithful and the just the finishing touch of
immortality. When He comes He is not to
cleanse us of our sins, to remove from us
the defects in ow characters, or to cure us
of the inflIrnities of our tempers and
dispositions. If wrought for us at all, this
work will all be accomplished before that
time. When the Lord comes, those who
are holy will be holy still. Those who have
preserved their bodies and spirits in holiness, in sanctification and honor, will then
receive the finishing touch of immortality.
But those who are unjust, unsanctified,

and mthy will remain so forever. No work
will then be done for them to remove their
defects and give them holy characters.
The Refiner does not then sit to pursue
His refining process and remove their sins
and their corruption. This is all to be done
in these hours of probation. It is now that
this work is to be accomplished for us."
Marana/ha, 221
The question should not be solely
whether something taught is in opposition to the twenty-seven fundamental
doctrines of the church, but whether it
will adversely affect the salvation of
precious souls, and if so, should it not be
eliminated from the teachings of the
church as nonbiblical? Yes, we can have
our differences in the church as long as
we are not speaking of salvation issues.
But, we cannot allow a doctrine to stand
that leads to the conclusion that we will
go on sinning until Christ comes.
2. Celebration
Celebration-style worship services
are springing up throughout some of our

examined. But there are churches within
our denomination emphasizing the outward forms of worship rather than the
inward experience. We are in the day of
atonement in which we need to be afflicting our souls and asking the Lord to
reveal the sin in our lives which needs to
be confessed and forsaken in order that
we may be prepared for our sooncorning Saviour. Will our people be
lulled into a sense of security, or will
they be "entertained" to a point where

they will be kept from making that
preparation through Jesus Christ that is
needed at this time? Should our church
just allow any type of service to occur,
come what may? Should we speak out
against certain kinds of music that are
coming into the church?
"Some are not satisfied with a meeting unless they have a powerful and
happy time. They work for this and get
up an excitement of feeling. But the
influence of such meetings is not benefi-

His gospel does not consist of outward
methods and performances through
which the science of an evil work may
be introduced as a great blessing, afterward to prove a great curse." Our High
Calling, 109
3.NLP

Neuro-Linguistic Programming is
being taught to our pastors. John Savage, a retired Methodist minister, has put
this particular program together from
information he has gleaned through New
Age sources. Have we, as a church,
examined the techniques being taught to
see whether they do or do not conflict
with the counsels we have in the Spirit
of Prophecy for dealing with the human
mind?

"Jesus said, 'Beware of men.' They
were not to put implicit confidence in
those who knew not God, and open to
them their counsels; for this would give
Satan's agents an advantage. Man's inventions often counterwork God's plans.

Those who build the temple of the Lord
are to build according to the pattern
shown in the mount-the divine similitude. God is dishonored and the gospel
is betrayed when His servants depend on

Remember, Jesus was an independent Minister
within the church who was finally "cut off'
because it was better that one man be
eliminated than for a whole nation to suffer
cial. When the happy flight of feeling is
gone, they sink lower than before the
meeting because their happiness did not
come from the right source. The most
profitable meelings for spiritual advancement are those which are characterized with solemnity and deep
searching of heart; each seeking to know
himself, and earnestly, and in deep
hurnility, seeking to learn of Christ."
Testimonies, vol. 1,412
"Clear spiritual eyesight is needed to
distinguish between the chaff and the
Wheat, between the science of satan and
the science of the Word of truth. Christ,
the Great Physician, came to our world
to give health and peace and perfection
of character to all who will receive Him.

the counsel of men who are not under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Worldly
wisdom is foolishness with God. Those
who rely upon it, will surely err." rhe
Desire ofAges, 354
Should wt; seek to control another's
mind through our mind, or should this be
the area of the Holy Spirit's work? Is this
God's method for winning souls to our
cause? If it isn't God's method, then
°.vhose is it?
"The theory of mind controlling
mind was originated by Satan, to introduce himself as the chief worker, to put
human philosophy where divine philosophy should be. Of all the errors that are
finding acceptance among professedly
Christian people, none is a more danger-
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ous deception, none more certain to
separate man from God, than is this."

"In the future, deception of every
kind is to arise, and we want solid

Has she changed since then? Has she
seen the error of her ways? No. Why has

The Ministry of Healing, 243
"The experience of the past will be
repeated. In the future, Satan's supersti-

ground for our feet. We want solid
pillars for the building. Not one pin is to
be removed from that which the Lord
has established. The cnemy will bring

a conference leader recently sent out a

letter to the non-Seventh-day Adventist
clergy in his state apologizing for the
booklet entitled The National Sunday

in false theories, such as the doctrine

Law, which was distributed in his area?

that therc is no sanctuary. This is one of
the points on which there will be a

This same booklet has recently brought
thousands of members of the Apostolic
Church into keeping the Sabbath. As the
time of the end is upon us, shall we

tions will assume new forms. Errors will

be prcsented in a pleasing and flattering
manner. False theories, clothed with garments of light, will be presented to

water down our doctrine? Shall we no

longer preach "Babylon is fallen. Come

In the future, deception of every kind is to
arise, and we want solid ground for our feet.
We want solid pillars for the building

out of her, my people," in regard to

Sunday-keeping churches?
"Many urge that it is unjust to judge
the church of today by the abominations
and absurdities that marked her reign
during the centuries of. ignorance and

darkness. They excuse her horrible
cruelty as the result of the barbarism of
the times and plead that the influence of
God's people. Thus Satan will try to
deceive, if possible, the very elect. Most
seducing inOuences will be exerted;
minds will be hypnotized. n Testimonies,

departing from the faith. Where shall
we find safety unless it be in the truths
that the Lord has been giving for the last
fifty years?" Review and Herald, vol. 5,

vol. 8,293

137
"He [Satan1is working with all his

4. There Is No Sanctuary

insinuating, deceiving power, to lead
men away from the third angel'S mes-

Do all of our pastors bclicve there is
a sanctuary in heaven? This doctrine is
contained within the twenty-seven fun-

damental beliefs. The investigative
judgment is closely associated with the
sanctuary in heaven. The investigative

judgment is part of the three angcls'
messages. Eternity magazine submitted
a questionnaire to the Seventh-day Adventist pastors in one of our California
conferences. They were asked about
their belief in our sanctuary doctrine.
Many gave the indication that they did
not believe that there was a sanctuary in

heaven. Should pastors who do not
believe in our doctrines be allowed to
preach from our pulpits? Should our
church leaders, including the leader of
the ASI, be speaking up in regard to this?
Should we not examine the beliefs of our
pastors more closely? If they do not
believe it, how can thcy teach it?
"The subjeet of the sanctuary and the
investigative judgment should be clearly
understood by the people of God. All
need a knowledge for themselves of the
position and work of their great High
Priest. Otherwise it will be impossible
for them to exercise the faith which is
essential at this time or to occupy the
position which God designs them to
fill." The Great Controversy, 488
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sage, which is to be proclaimed with
mighty power. If Satan sees that the
Lord is blessing His people and preparing them to discern his delusions, he will
work with his master power to bring in
fanaticism on the one hand and cold
formalism on the other, that he may

gather in a harvest of souls. Now is our
time to watch unceasingly. Watch, bar
the way to the least step of advance that
Satan may make among you." Selected

Messages, book 2, 19-20
5. Our Stand in Regard to Other
Churches

modern civilization has changed her
sentiments.

"Have these persons forgotten the
claim of infallibility put forth for eight
hundred years by this haughty power?
So far from being relinquished, this
claim was affirmed in the nineteenth
century with greater positiveness than

ever before. As Rome asserts that the
church 'never erred; nor will it, accord·
ing to the Scriptures, ever err: how can

she renounce the principles which
governed her course in past ages?
"The papal church will never relinquish her claim to infallibility. All that
she has done in her persecution of those
who reject her dogmas she holds to be
right; and would she not repeat the same
acts, should the opportunity be presented? Let the restraints now imposed
by secular governments be removed,
and Rome reinstated in her former

Do we still see Roman Catholicism
and apostate Protestantism in contradiction to the teachings of God? Or have we

power, and there would specdily be a
revival of her tyranny and persecution."
The Great Comroversy, 563-564
"There is to be no compromise with
those who are worshiping an idol sab-

assigned that idea to the "trash heap"? Is

bath. We are not to spend our time in

the doctrine of the antichrist of the Bible
no longer as clear as it used to be? Do
our leaders feel that it was appropriate to
give a medallion to the pope? Do they

controversy with those who know the
truth, and upon whom the light of truth
has been shining, when they turn away
their ear from the truth to turn to fables.
I was told that men will employ every
policy to make less prominent the differences between the faith of Seventh-day
Adventists and those who observe the
first day of the week. In this controversy
the whole world will be engaged, and
the time is short. This is no time to haul

believe that it was right to invite a

Catholic representative to our last
General Conference session? Why does
the reeent leader of ASI not speak out
against issues like this? By his silence in
this area, is he acquiescing to this sort of
activity? Did not the Catholic Church
martyr millions of God's true people?

down our colors.

"A company was presented before
me under the name of Seventh-day Ad-

work,

in every area. And if we are not

tive people should not be held out so
strikingly, for they claimed it was not the
best policy in securing succcss to our
institutions. ... 1 saw some reaching out

walking in the counsel in any given area,
that area needs to be addressed by
leadership. Is that happening?
"Our people need to understand the
reasons of our faith and our past experiences. How sad it is that so many
of them apparently place unlimited

their hands to remove the banner, and

confidence in men who present theo-

obscure its significance." Selected
Messges, book 2, 385

ries tending to uproot our past experiences and to remove the old landmarks! Those who can so easily be led
by a false spirit show that they have

ventists, who were advising that the

banner or sign which makes us a distinc-

6. Other Issues

have chosen to follow their own way
instead of God's way because self was
not crucified in them. Thus the light
has had but little effecl upon minds and
hearts." Testimonies, vol. 5, 719-720
Brothers and sisters, what "means"

has God devised to awaken the
churches? Could He have possibly
called some of the independent ministries lor this purpose? I know that we at
Hope International are convicted thai
God has called us to do what we are
doing here. It is not a joyful taSk; we

There arc many other areas of con-

cern that could be mentioncd: worldliness within the church; lowering of Ollf
standards; failurc to follow the counsel
of God as contained within the Spirit of
Prophccy in regard to our educational
and hcallh systcms; misappropriation
and misuse of the tithe funds; medita-

tion bascd on self-hypnosis; New Age
books in our schools (specifically, The
Master S/Lldellt); lack of Spirit of

Brothers and sisters, what "means" has God
devised to awaken the churches? Could He
have possibly called some of the independent
ministries for this purpose?

Prophecy books in foreign countries;

moves to ecumenism within the

church; lawsuits against other Christians; and evangelism without conversion.

It is recognizcd that our church has
over sLx million members and that in a

body that size mistakes and errors will
happen. But we need to have godly
leaders who will stand up and oppose
error as fiercely as they are opposing
independent ministries. Let us admit errors when we make them and confess

them as a church.
We may have differences of theology within this large body, but let us
make sure that those differences are
not in areas affecting salvation. We
have precious souls who cannot be

allowed to bc led into false paths and
heresy. Let us really proclaim the vital
messages that we have for these last

days, and not just state that we should,
as in the Pcrth Declaration. Words are
fine, but actions show whether we
believe whal wc say.
In order to successfully proclaim a
message, we need to have the blessings
of God with us. In order to have the
blessings of God, we need to, as a

church, be walking in His counsel as
contained within the Bible and the Spirit
of Prophecy in all areas of church organization: in our individual churches,
in our conferences, in our unions, in our
divisions, in our hospitals, in our educational systems, in our publishing

been following the wrong captain for
some time-so long that they do not
discern that they are departing from the
faith, or that they are not building upon
the true foundation. We need to urge all
to put on their spiritual eyeglasses, to
have their eyes anointed that they may
see clearly and discern the true pillars
of the faith. Then they will know that
'the foundation of God standeth sure,
having this seal, The Lord knoweth
them that are his.' 2 Timothy 2:19. We
necd to revive the old evidences of the
faith once delivered to the sainls....
"We have reached a time when

things are to be called by their right
name. As we did in the earlier days, we
must arise, and, under the Spirit of God,

rebuke thc work of deception." Selected
Messages, book 2,25-26
"The rebuke of God is upon us
because of our neglect of solemn responsibilities. His blessings have been
withdrawn because the testimonies He
has given have not been heeded by
those who professed to believe them.
Oh, for a religious awakening! The
angels of God are going from church to
church, doing their duty; and Christ is
knocking at the door of your hearts for
entrance. But the means thai God has
devised to awaken the church to a
sense of their spiritual destitution have

not been regarded. The voice of the
True Witness has been heard in reproof, but has not been obeyed. Men

do not enjoy having those we still see
as honest brothers and friends standing
up and crying out against us, saying we
are divisive and fighting against God's
church. It is especially difficult to hear
when they are not crying out againsl
anything else in the church. Is heresy
all right? Is "divisiveness" the only

area to be corrected? Should independents be disfellowshiped, while
there is so much needed correction or
reproof in other areas?

Independents should be dealt with.
Not by attacking them directly, but by
honestly listening to the concerns they
are voicing on behalf of many sincere

church members. Let us follow the
comprehensive message our church
has. Let us follow God's counsel for
our church, and not go to the worldly
churches for our doctrine. Let us
uphold the high standards God has set
before us as children of the heavenly
kingdom. Let us truly surrender our
lives to Jesus, so that sin can be dealt
with and our characters prepared for
His soon coming.
TIlls, and this alone, is the "remedy"

for the existence of the independent
ministries, and when it is applied, these

ministries will gratefUlly and wholeheartedly unite in spirit and truth with
our brethren in leadership as we give the
loud cry of the three angels' messages
and proclaim that the coming of the Lord
is at hand. 0
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