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D EAR Fellow Believers in the soon
coming of our Lord and Saviour,

As we survey what has been taking
place in our world in the last two years,
the rapidity of prophetic events being
fulfilled almost daily, and then we turn
to survey our beloved church, we tragi-
cally observe its worldliness, its tend-
ency to celebrate instead of to weep for
our sins and the apostasy among us. We
seem to be satisfied that we are God's
church, His remnant.

But are we increased in goods and
do we have no need for a careful,
prayerful, spiritual walk with Jesus each
day? Does the Laodieean condition fit
us now? Are we really wretched and
miserable, poor and spiritually blind,
aware of our fatal condition? May I ask,
Do we really believe that the end is
very, very near and probation is about to
close for the world and for God's rem-
nant church? Do we really believe that
Ellen G. White was an inspired prophet
of God, and that the gift of prophecy is
God's sign of His true remnant? Are we
ready to bring our lives into total har-
mony with what God has told us
through this marvelous gift? Will con-
ference leaders, our church pastors and
lay leaders now turn to God's inspired
testimony and study carefully His plans
for the finishing of His work? And then
be willingly obedient to His plans in the
medical missionary work, in education,
in publishing and in evangelism? Or
will we stubbornly proceed in our rebel-
lion? Let US not forget that Christ wept
over the church in His day and was
forced to say, Your house is left unto
you desolate. Are we following the
same paths as did the Jews in their
rebellion? Let us ask God's prophet to
answer this question for us. How does
He appraise the Seventh-day Adventist
Church today?
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"The sin of ancient Israel was in
disregarding the expressed will of God
and following their own way according
to the leadings of unsanctified hearts.
Modern Israel are fast following in their
footsteps, and the displeasure of the
Lord is as surely resting upon them."
Testimonies, vol. 5, 94

"I have been shown that the spirit of
the world is fast leavening the church.
You are following the same path as did
ancient Israel. There is the same falling
away from your holy calling as God's
peculiar people. You are having fellow-
ship with the unfruitful works of dark-
ness. Your concord with unbelievers has
provoked the Lord's displeasure. You
know not the things that belong to your
peace, and they are fast being hid from
your eyes. Your neglect to follow the
light will place you in a more un-
favorable position than the Jews upon
whom Christ pronounced a woe." Ibid.,
75-76

"Satan's snares are laid for us as
verily as they were laid for the children
of Israel just prior to their entrance into
the land of Canaan. We are repeating the
history of that people." Ibid., 160

"The work of God in the earth pre-
sents, from age to age, a striking similar-
ity in every great reformation or re-
ligious movement. The principles of
God's dealing with men are ever the
same. The important movements of the
present have their parallel in those of the
past, and the experience of the church in
former ages has lessons of great value
for our own time." The Greal COIJ-
troversy, 343

"There is great similarity between
our history and that of the children of
Israel:' Testimonies, vol. 4, 27; see also
ibid., vol. 5, 217; Testimonies to Minis-
ters, 265-266; The Great COlllfOversy,
444

These are very powerful statements
from God through His prophet to us now
in 1992. Will the church respond to
God's call for true repentance, or will we
stubbornly pursue our own way? The

Seventh-day Adventist Church will go
through, shaken but purified. But only a
very few will survive the final test.
"'Many are called, but few are

chosen.' Many hcar the invitation of
mercy, are tested and proved; but few
are sealed with the seal of the living
God. Few will humble themselves as a
lillie child, that they may enler the king-
dom of heaven.
"Few receive the grace of Christ

with with a deep and
permanent sense of their unworthiness.
They cannot bear the manifestations of
the power of God, for this would en-
courage in them sci f-esteem, pride, and
envy. This is why the Lord can do so
liule for us now. God would have you
individually seck for the perfection of
love and humility in your own hearts.
Bestow your chief care upon yourselves,
cultivate those excellencies of character
which will fit you for the society of the
pure and the holy.

"You all need the converting power
of God. You need to scek Him for
yourselves. For your soul's sake neglect
this work no longer. All your trouble
grows out of your separation from God.
Your disunion and dissension are the
fruit of an unchristian character.

"I had thought to remain silent and
let you go on unlil you should see and
abhor the sinfulness of your course; but
backsliding from God produces hard-
ness of heart and blindness of mind, and
there is less and less perceplion of the
true condition, until the grace of God is
finally withdrawn, as from the Jewish
nation." Testimonies, vol. 5, 50-51

Let us never forget that the prophets
spoke for God to the church in their day,
but more specifically their prophetic re-
proofs and rebukes were for the end
time, our day. Now is the time to weep
between the porch and the allar, to pray
earneslly for the leaders and laity of our
church.

Ron Spear-EDITOR
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D URING the 1970s and the early
1980s thc Seventh-day Adventist

Church was split asunder by doctrinal
conflict. The issues, while not new, cer-
tainly had been festered by the com-
promises worked out with the
evangelical leaders, Donald Barnhouse
and Walter Martin, in the 19508. Nor
indeed were the issues new to the Chris-
tian church. The issues included: What
is the gospel? the human nature of Jesus
Christ; the nature of man; What is sin?
and the sanctuary message. But they all
were central issues of salvation. Unfor-
tunately the issues were polemicized,
and often those on the right side of the
issue were just as un-Christlike as those
on the wrong side. Yet the truth is not
only to be believed, it is also to be lived.
These are important lessons for those of
us who are on the right side of truth to
learn--<ltherwise we faIl into the cate-
gory of unwise virgins.

Now another issue confronts us as a
people: What is the church? This ques-
tion has a predictable consequence with
the deepening apostasy and worldliness
in the church, and the perception by
many that most pastors are either not
deeply concerned about this situation or
are actually encouraging the trend. Thus
many are asking questions such as Will
the Seventh-day Adventist Church go
through? Has the Seventh-day Adventist

Church become part ofBabylon? Should
we separate from the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church?

There are three main views currently
being canvassed in the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church. One, the church is the
structure, the organization, or the leader-
ship. Two, the church is the body of
believers, faithful and unfaithful, loyal
and disloyal; in other words, the
Seventh-day Adventist Church, though
defective, is still God's church. Three,
the church is the true and faithful of all
ages.

In this study we are not addressing
the church as a building in which people
worship or even the body of believers in
a specific location. While both of these
appropriately refer to the "church," for
this discussion we are looking at the
corporate church-the church around
the world.

Those accepting defUlition number
one, that the church is only the structure,
the organization or the leadership, rarely
will admit to this identification. But the
usage of the word "church" identifies
many as belonging to this group. Many
have drifted towards a concept of the
church that identifies it as the confer-
ence (or the General Conference) and
especially its leadership. Thus when
they say, "The church says," or, "The
church's position is" or "The church

decided," they usually mean the denom-
inational leadership. Such members see
lillie problem with leadership control-
ling the members, and have come to
accommodate church pastors who rule
(using veto if necessary) the local con-
gregation. The more compliant of this
group will actually support all the pastor
does or suggests on the grounds that he
is "the Lord's anointed." They will even
defend poor judgment, actions or even
error to uphold the pastor's authority.
Naturally such members are regarded
highly by the pastors as loyal and trust-
worthy persons, suitable for high office
in the local church. Not infrequently
pastors will exercise their authority, se-
curing influential positions for them.
Such members are not necessarily apos-
tate in their beliefs, but they have prob-
ably unwillingly developed an ecclesi-
ology (concept of the church) built upon
the implication that the authority of the
church supersedes the authority of the
Word of God. Of course, no one admits
to this concept, but their actions allest to
it. Such compliant members will assure
this same 10yaHy to faithful ministers,
and some times will even prefer them,
but they have no deep, sellied convic-
tions of their own.

CoUn Standish is president ofHartland lnsli-
tute in Rapidan, Virginia.

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!I Colin Standish I
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They recognize that the conference leaders and
denominational workers (whether faithful or
unfaithful) are part of the church, but they are
not the church

There are other members in this
category who have accepted apostate
doctrines. Their loyalty to an apostate
pastor (though his apostate views may
vary significantly from those of the
pastor) is inevitably positive. Somehow
they find in an apostate pastor security
for their own apostasy. There is a
general, though not infallible, rule to
discern an apostate from the true
believer. An apostate is able to live with
a wide spectrum of error (other than his
own), while at the same time vehe-
mently opposing truth. A true believer
accepts one belief system alone and
opposes all others. It is commonly those
who hold the truth who are perceived as
dogmatic and inflexible, while those
holding to error seem tolerant and ac-
commodating. Those who are them-
selves apostates rarely feel any burden
to support a faithful pastor, and may
strongly oppose him.

There is a third subgroup in this
category who define (or act as if they
define) the church as (only) the denom-
inational organization. These are usu-
ally older members who, in their early
years, had no reason to question the
integrity of the pastor, and they find it
difficult to believe that the pastor could
be wrong or that the brethren in leader-
ship could be tracking a wrong course.
These members are often good people,
who have a reasonable knowledge of
the message. They often long for the
"good old preaching" of their youth,
and see a level of worldliness and
apostasy that grieves them, but they
see no God-given responsibility to
work to redress the situation. They
believe that God will set everything
straight, not recognizing that God uses
men and women as His agencies. They
may speak to others about their con-
cerns, but they are usually viewed as
those who Simply have a hankering, as
most older people do, for the "good
old days" of a former generation. They
see the church as the organization and
that it will go through no maller what
may be its present condition. Of
course, they cherish it when a faithful
pastor is appointed to their church, and
hope that the next one will be much
the same. When they hear the Advent
truth preached with power, they are
stirred mightily by it and respond en-
thusiastically. This third segment rep-
resents a major subgroup in the pre-
sent-day Seventh-day Adventist
Church.

Those usually accepting definition
number two-that the church com-
prises all the members, both faithful
and unfaithful, are usually quick to
reject that only the conference or the
denominational leadership is the
church. They recognize that the con-
ference leaders and denominational
workers (whether faithful or unfaith-
ful) are part of the churCh, but they
are not rhe church. These members are
alarmed by what they see as a rising
hierarchism in the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church. They cannot accept
that the church leaders have the right
to legislate, control, or dominate the
laity; but rather, they believe in the
priesthood of all believers. They
believe that the conference is ordained
of God to serve the local church, and
not the local churches to serve the
conferences.
However, usually such members see

themselves as powerless, either in the
decisions of the local church or in shap-
ing the direction of the conference. They
perceive politicking at all levels of
church organization, and they are
alarmed by it. They usually realize that
their understanding of the church repre-
sents a minority view in their congrega-
tion, and all efforts to have the laity unite
to redress the increasing exercise of
kingly power in the church, or the tor-
rent of apostasy and worldliness, is seen
as disloyalty to "the church."

Such people usually become deeply
burdened by the level of apostasy in the
church and exercise deepperplexity when
all efforts fail to redress the issue. They
fmd regularly that conference leaders will
support pastors irrespective of whether
they are faithful or unfaithful.

Should their local church move
deeper to apostasy, they have varying
responses. Some determine to stay and
allend no malter what, as it is "God's
church," defective and apostate though
it is. Others, especially those with chil-

dren and teenagers believe they can no
longer allend because of the inOuence
upon their children (and also them-
selves), and if possible, seek another
congregation where authentic Advent-
ism is proclaimed. If they fail to find
such a congregation, they seek fellow-
ship with others of like precious faith
often in home fellowships. However,
these members never contemplate with-
drawing their church membership from
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. They
may withdraw financial support from
their local church, sending it to another
part of the field where they believe truth
is upheld. They may send their financial
support to a mission field they believe
they can conscientiously support, or
they may support one or a number of
self-supporting ministries they believe
are upholding God's truth. They look
forward to the immediate future, when
the shaking will purify the church and
bring all God's faithful people into har-
mony.
The third group, who believe that the

church comprises only the true and
faithful of all ages, share the alarm and
anguish of the second group, but they
see only faithful people as authentic
members of God's church. They realize
that only God can make the final deci-
sion. However, they recognize that some
"members" are so blatant in their apos-
tasy or worldliness that they are clearly
not part of the "church of Christ."

Though not all who believe this
concept of the church are separation-
ists, some move in this direction.
Those who separate, asking for their
membership to be withdrawn from the
organized Seventh-day Adventist
Church, have usually come to the con-
clusion that the organized body is so
corrupt that they can no longer con-
scientiously align themselves with it
without being disloyal to God. Some
now are convinced that the leadership
is in almost total apostasy, and the
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God has always had a church on earth to which
he has entrusted the oracles of truth and
salvation. That church was a perfect church
only at the beginning of time

Seventh-day Adventist Church, like the
fallen churches of Protestantism, is
now joined to Babylon.
Those who separate believe that

they are part of the authentic Seventh-
day Adventist Church, and that others
are counterfeits. They see no future in
God's plans for the organization. Even
some who are not separationist reject
the concept that you have to stay in the
organization to be a member of the
church, and that you have to attend a
church which is affiliated with the con-
ference or mission.

It is expected that those holding any
of these views see support in Inspiration
for their position. Those holding to posi-
tion number one refer to such evidence
as the Laodicean church being the last
church.

"The church may appear as about to
fall, but it does not fall." Selected Mes-
sages, book 2, 380

"The church, enfeebled and defec-
tive, needing to be reproved, warned,
and counseled, is the only object upon
earth upon which Christ bestows His
supreme regard." Testimonies to Minis-
ters, 49

Those supporting position two use
thcse same statements, and refer to
Paul's reference to the church in Corinth
which proved to contain such wicked-
ness as "is not so much as named among
the Gentiles" (1 Corinthians 5:1) was

still addressed as "the church of God
which is at Corinth," 1 Corinthians 1:2,
2 Corinthians 1:1

The third position is supported by
statements as follows:
"Husbands, love your wives, even as

Christ also loved the church, and gave
himself for it; that he might sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of water by
the word, that he might present it to
himself a glorious church, not having
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but
that it should be holy and without
blemish. So ought men to love their
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wives as their own bodies. He that
loveth his wife loveth himself. For no
man ever yet hated his own flesh; but
nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the
Lord the church: for we are members of
his body, of his nesh, and of his bones.
For this cause shall a man leave his
father and mother, and shall be joined
unto his wife, and they two shall be one
nesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak
concerning Christ and the church."
Ephesians 5:25-32
"Know ye not that your bodies are

the members of Christ? shall I then take
the membcrs of Christ, and make them
the members of an harlot? God forbid.
What? know ye not that he which is
joined to an harlot is one body? for two,
saith he, shall be one nesh. But he that is
joined unto the Lord is one spirit."
1 Corinthians 6: 15-17
"The church is God's fortress, His

city of refuge, which He holds in a
revolted world. Any betrayal of the
church is treachery to Him who has
bought mankind with the blood of His
only begotten Son. From the begin-
ning, faithful souls have constituted the
church on earth. In every age the Lord
has had His watchmen, who have
borne a faithful testimony to the
generation in which they lived. These
sentinels gave the message of warning;
and when they were called to layoff
their armor, others took up the work.

God brought these witnesses into
covenant relation with Himself, uniting
the church on earth with the church in
heaven. He has sent forth His angels
to minister to His church, and the gates
of hell have not been able to prevail
against His people." Acts of the Apos-
tles, 11

How do we resolve these ap-
parently conflicting statements of In-
spiration? God has always had a
church on earth to which he has en-
trusted the oracles of truth and salva-
tion. That church was a perfect church

only at the beginning of time. It will
be perfect before the close of human
probation, but it has becn imperfcct
down through the ages. After the Fall,
God established the patriarchal church,
from which many dcfccted and to
which others proved unfaithful. At the
Flood, God not only cleansed the
world, He cleansed His church.

The patriarchal church continued de-
fective from the Flood to the Egyptian
captivity. After the Exodus God estab-
lished the Israelite church as thc deposi-
tory of His truth. But it too proved
woefully defective, though God minis-
tered long and patiently with His re-
bellious peoplc. After the division of the
kingdom, God continued to woo both
Israel and Judah.

Even when they went into captivity,
God did not forsake thcm, and for over
five hundred years the Jcws were still
His church, though His Son was cruci-
fied by them. For three and a half
patient years after the death of Jesus
the Jews were still God's chosen
church.

The early Christian church quickly
became defective, yet it was Fifteen
centuries before God raised up the Prot-
estant Reformation. However, God did
have a faithful church in the wilderness
during those long years of apostasy.
Three hundred years later the Scventh-
day Adventist Church was raised up to
be the depository of God's truth, and
there is no evidence that another will
arise. God in His wisdom knows that to
continue to raise up new churches will
only lead to further apostasies, and
there would need to be a continuing
"coming out" ad infinitum. Thus God
has chosen another way. He will purge
and cleanse the Seventh-day Advcntist
Church.

"The time is not far distant when
the test will come to every soul. The
mark of the beast will be urgcd upon
us. Those who have stcp by step
yielded to worldly demands and con-
formed to worldly customs will not
find it a hard matler to yield to the
powers that be, rather than subject
themselves to derision, insult,
threatened imprisonment, and death.
The contest is between the command-
ments of God and the commandments
of men. In this time the gold will be
separated from the dross in the
church." Testimonies, vol. 5, 81

"As the storm approaches, a large
class who have professed faith in the



The leaders of the denominational work are
part of the church, just as the leaders of
self-supporting work are part of the church.
And the laity are part of the church. But none
is the church

third angel's message, but have not been
sanctified through obedience to the
truth, abandon their position and join the
ranks of the opposition." The Grear Call-
troversy, 608
"There will be a shaking of the sieve.

The chaff must in time be separated
from the wheat. Because iniquity
abounds, the love of many waxes cold. It
is the very time when the genuine will be
the strongest. There will be a separating
from us of those who have not appre-
ciated the light nor walked it." Leller 46,
1887,6
"The church may appear as about to

fall, but it does not fall. It remains,
while the sinners in Zion will be sifted
out-the chaff scparated from the pre-
cious wheat." Selected Messages, book
2, 380
"For, 10, I will command, and I will

sift the house of Israel among all na-
tioos, like as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet
shall not the least grain fall upon the
earth." Amos 9:9
The perfect, purified, spotless

church does not appear until the close
of the church's probation, when all that
can be shaken will be shaken. The
sinners in Zion (the church) will have
failed the test of loyally, while Ihe
faithful have been sealed by Ihe living
God because they have become fully
settled into Ihe Iruth and cannot be
moved.

The concept Ihat the church is only
the conference and/or its leadership is
woefully remiss. The leaders of Ihe
denominational work are part of the
church, just as the leaders of self-
supporting work are part of the church.
And the laity are part of the church. But
none is the church. And none has a
divine mandate to act as the church. It
seems that almost imperceivably most
of us have been unwillingly led to
believe that the conference or the
leaders are the church. I was noticing
recently the marked contrast between
the 1909 General Conference Recom-
mendation Concerning Self-Supporting
Work, and the 1991 North American
Division Recommendation on Self-
Supporting Work. The contrast on con-
tent that was so marked was not the
only contrast. The framers of the 1909
document dared not refer to the confer-
ence as the church; rather, it was re-
ferred to as the conference work or the
organized work. By contrast, the 1991
document always used the word
"church" when referring to the confer-

ence or denominational work. The
danger of such a designation can be
perceived fully only by those who real-
ize its parallel with papal practice and
belief. The ministry just as well as the
laity have drifted into this false usage,
but once established, we interpret all
counsels in the light of the false under-
standing of the church.

The church will be organized until
the end of time (Testimonies, vol. 9,
257-259). However, when the persecu-
tion comes, it is evident that the organi·
zation will be simple, and the leadership
wilJ change dramatically (Testimonies,
vol. 5, 80). Humble, earnest men will
be placed in positions of trust to lead
God's flock.

It is not consistent with Inspiration
to assume that the church presently on
earth is only the true and faithful. Such
an assumption ignores the inspired
concept of the church militant. The
church militant is always the church
defective. The church triumphant,
which will be revealed on earth only
after the thorough separation of the
wheat and the tares by the angels at
the close of the church's probation is
the church purified. No one can study
the parable of the tares without coming
to this conclusion. But Sister White
makes clear the role of the church
militant.

"Has God no living church? He has a
church, but it is the church militant, not
the church triumphanl. We are sorry that
there are defective members." The Faith
I Live By, 305

"The church upon the earth is not
perfect. The church militant is not the
church triumphant. Earth is not heaven.
The church is composed of erring men
and women who will need patient, pain-
staking effort, that they may be edu-
cated, trained, and disciplined by pre-
cept and example, to do their work with
acceptance here in this life, and to be
crowned with glory and immortality in

the future life." Manuscript Releases,
vol. 9, 154
Sister White frequently talks of the

utter apostasy of sin in the church just
prior to the close of probation. She
says apostasy increases until the end
of time.
"Confederacies will increase in

number and power as we draw nearer
to the end of time. These confederacies
will create opposing influences to the
truth, forming new parties of professed
believers who will act out their own
delusive theories. The apostasy will
increase. 'Some shall depart from the
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits,
and doctrines of devils' (1 Timothy
4:1). Men and women have confed-
erated to oppose the Lord God of
heaven, and the church is only half
awake to the situation. There needs to
be much more of prayer, much more
of earnest effort, among professed
believers.

"Satanic agencies in human form
will take part in this last great conflict
to oppose the building up of the king-
dom of God. And heavenly angels in
human guise will be on the field of
action. The two opposing parties will
continue to exist till the closing up of
the last great chapter in this world's
history." Selected Messages, book 2,
383

She gives many poignant descrip-
tions of apostasy, including the follow-
ing, but never does she ever hint about
separating from the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church.
"While others try to throw a cloak

over the existing evil, and excuse the
great wickedness everywhere prevalent,
those who have a zeal for God's honor
and a love for souls will not hold their
peace to obtain favor of any. Their right-
eous souls are vexed day by day with the
unholy works and conversation of the
unrighteous. They are powerless to stop

Conlrnued on 24
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IN a recent Pilgrims I Rest tract en-
titled "The Ordination ofMinisters, ..

concern was expressed about inde-
pendent ministries ordaining men to the
gospel. It reported that in a recent
'4major independent ministry camp
meeting in the United States" three men
were ordained to the ministry. Since the
organization involved was not men-
tioned by name and since we have re-
ceived tlocWllentation of church leaders
circulating reports that Hope Inter-
national was either directly or indirectly
involved in this ordination, we thought it
best to state our position on this very
confusing and important subject.
First, for the record, we have never,

either directly or indirectly, partici-

8 Our Firm FOUlldalioll Vol. 7, No.8

pated in any type ofordination service.
While we believe that those who were
involved in this ordination are sincere
men seeking to do the will ofGod, our
understanding of the church has led us
to conclude that this type of service is
not within the scope of responsibility
God hasplaced upon us at Hope Inter-
national. We hesitate to state publicly
tire reasonsfor thisposition sinceweare
sure some will conclude we are criticiz-
ing our brethren who feel God has led
them to engage in this type ofministry.

But since many have asked, and
many more are wondering, what our
position is on this very important sub-
ject, we have decided to share with you,
in the spirit of Christ, our convictions,

Kenneth Hodges

praying that our motives for doing so
will be understood. We fervently desire
to see the church unified. We are equally
fervent in not wanting to react in an
unsallctified way to any issue. Such re-
actions, we could only result in
unnecessary confusion and divisiolL

We are also painfully aware that
Satan seems bent on distracting us from
our mission by luring us into unneces-
sary debates in which ollly he can wilL
Please understand that this article,
along with other articles on what consti-
tutes the church, and on what God in-
tellds to do through the church, is not
written as an argwnellt or a rebuttal to
someone else's position. Rather, in this
series, we will be seeking to edify the
church alld uplift the cause ofChrist by
dwelling on what we do believe, not by
dwelIillg on what we do not believe. -
EDITORS

THE major premise underlying
nearly every issue facing the church

today, including the issue of ordination,
is a concept of the church itself. Defin-
ing what the church is and undet-
standing what God intends to do with
and through the church is the preteq-
uisite fot knowing how to relate to the
church.

We believe a correct understanding
of this subject is the key to Wotking in
co-operation with Heaven in fInishing
God's work on earth. For this reason
only, we address this issue. If the subject
of ordination results in our being forced
to think about the chutch in a new way;
if it causes us to come to grips with the
question of what is God's plan and
purpose for the Seventh-day Adventist
Church, then the study of this subject
will prove a blessing. God must in some
practical way gel our attention and cause
us to think more carefully about some
seemingly superficial matters, about
concepts we have for years taken fot
granted, assuming we undetstood them
in their entirety.

In this fust article we will attempt to
identify God's purpose and plan for the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. Having
done so, we will be better able to define

Kenneth Hodges serves as an associate editor
afOur Firm Foundation and as Trust Services
director for Hope International.



God chose as His weapons the "demonstration"
and "revelation" of His rectitude rather than
the use of physical power to combat Satan's
deceptions

the church itself. And having defined
what the church is, we will see better
how to relate to it and what the proper
place for church authority and other
similar issues are.

In attempting to understand God's
purpose for the Seventh-day Adventist
Church we must come to an under-
standing ofwhat His objectives are for the
universe as well as for humanity. For it is
only as we have "a right conception ofHis
character, government, and purposes, and
act in accordance with them" that we can
bring honor to His cause. The Great
COlliroversy, 593

In The Desire of Ages, 759, Ellen
White states God's objective as follows:
"It was God's purpose to place things on
an eternal basis of security, and in the
councils of heaven it was decided that
time must be given for Satan to develop
the principles which were the foundation
of his system of government." If more
time were needed for Satan to develop
his system of government, then clearly
his accusations were not understood to
be false from the outset. This fact is also
evidenced by one third of the angels
being deceived by Satan's accusations.

What was the nature of the accusa-
tions Satan leveled at God and His
government? Why was God vulnerable
to these accusations? Why, in other
words, was the universe not on an eter-
nal basis of seewity?

The answer to these questions, the key
to understanding how God intends to
place the universe on an eternal basis of
security, has everything to do with under-
standing the purpose for His church. One
key principle obvious at this point is that
Satan's power is not so much physical, but
is rather in his ability to deceive. On the
same page of The Desire ofAges is this
statement: "God could have destroyed
Satan and his sympathizers as easily as
one can cast a pebble to the earth; but He
did not do this. Rebellion was not to be
overcome by force. Compelling power is
found only under Satan's government.
The Lord's principles are not of this order.
His authority rests upon goodness, mercy,
and love; and the presentation of these
principles is the means to be used."

For God to take away Satan's power,
He must take away His ability to
deceive. And the "presentation of these
principles is the means to be used" to
strip Satan of this power. By what means
will God make this "presentation"? As
we progress we will see that it is in His
church that the presentation is made. But

first let us see specifically in what areas
God was vulnerable to Satan's accusa-
tions. In what area did Satan possess the
power to deceive?

In The Great Controversy, 498, we
are reminded again that the only
weapons God can employ are those of
righteousness and truth in stripping
away Satan's power. "In His dealing
with sin, God could employ only right-
eousness and truth. Satan could use what
God could not-flattery and deceit. He
had sought to falsify the word of God
and had misrepresented His plan of
government before the angelS, claiming
that God was not just in laying laws and
rules upon the inhabitants of heaven;
that in requiring submission and obe-
dience from His creatures, He was seek-
ing merely the exaltation of Himself.
Therefore it must be demonstrated
before the inhabitants of heaven, as well
as of all the worlds, that God's govern-
ment was just, His law perfect"
sis supplied in all quotations

Again the question arises, Where and
in what environment will the demonstra-
tion referred to take place? I would again
suggest that it will take place in His
church. But before substantiating that, I
would like to draw your attention to the
answers to the questions posed in a
preceding paragraph, why Satan was
able to successfully misrepresent the
character and the law of God.

We know of course that God's charac-
ter and law are synonymous. But Satan
was trying to suggest that God's character
was inconsistent with His law. He was
requiring things of others that He Himself
did not do. He required others to obey His
law and worship Him, but whom was He
worshiping? While He was requiring
others to give, He was only getting. His
justice and His mercy were stated to be
incompatible. See The Desire of Ages,
761. It was obvious that He was a God of
justice, but where was His professed
mercy? Whom was He giving to? Sure,

He was the Author of life by virtue of
being the Creator, but His creation was for
the sole purpose of "getting," for His law
required that all creation should worship
Him. Even this act of supposed giving
could be misconstrued to be the result of a
selfish motive.

In summation, this first accusation
made by Satan was that God was aGod of
justice, but not a God ofmercy. Now back
to the question of how God deals with this
deception and what part the church plays
in His response. We have already seen that
God chose as His weapons the "demon-
stration" and "revelation" of His rectitude
rather than the use of physical power to
combat Satan's deceptions. His answer or
response would not come in mere words,
but in the revelation of Himself as He
demonstrated who and what He really
was before the entire universe. The
weapon then that He chose was the sword
of truth. To accomplish His stated purpose
of placing the universe on an eternal basis
of security, He must find a way to reveal
Himself. And not until this purpose has
been accomplished can it be said that
Satan's power has been broken.

Ellen White, looking prophetically
through time at the condition of the uni-
verse at the close of the great controversy,
says in The Desire ofAges, 764: "But not
so when the great controversy shall be
ended. Then, the plan of redemption
having been completed, the character of

God is revealed to all created intel-
ligences. The precepts of His law are seen
to be perfect and immutable.... Then the
extermination of sin will vindicate God's
love and establish His honor before a
universe of beings who delight to do His
will and in whose heart is His law."

This last part is elearly a reference to the
new-covenant promise found in Hebrews
8:8-11 and in Jeremiah 31:31-34: "Be-
hold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I
will make anew covenant with the hOLLSC of
Israel, and with the house of Jwk1h: not
according to the covenant that I made with
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God's purpose for His church is to provide
both the truths and the environment in which
He can reveal Himself to the world and the
UnIverse

To be continued

and the second accusation he made against
God, we will better understand God's pur·
pose for His church today. The key then to
understanding how we are to relate to the
church and what God intends for us to do a,
individual members of His church, is in
understanding how, through the Jewish
church, God was able to answer the first
issue in the great controversy.

The very fact that Satan has not been
destroyed and that God has not blotted out
the sins ofJacob is evidence of the fact that
God still has need for a further revelation of
Himself tluough His church. The book of
Revelation, which is a book uniquely for
Ihe Seventh-day Adventist Church, pro-
mises just such a revelation. May God help
us to better understand the purpose and
mission of this church thaI we may realize
the new-covenant experience promised to
those who make up the house of Israel.

"Thus saith Ihe Lord, LeI not the
wise man glory in his wisdom, neither
let the mighty man glory in his might, let
not the rich man glory in his richcs: But
let him that glorieth glory in this, that he
understandeth and knoweth me, that I
am Ihe Lord which exercise lovingkind-
ness,judgmcnt, and righteousness, in the
earth: for in these things I delight, saith
the Lord." Jeremiah 9:23-24 0

Time is short, and
many Adventists have not had the
privilege of receiving a sample
copy of Our Firm Foundation.
During the next year, Hope Inter-
national is planning to send
sample issues ofOur Firm Foun-
dalion to at least 60,000 people
worldwide who have not yet re-
ceived a copy of the magazine.
The cost of mailing to foreign
countries is high, but we believe we must all do our part to
share the saving truths of historic Adventism with leaders and
laity around the world.
Will you help? We urge you to consider making an extra

contribution today, marked Our Firm Foundation, to help with
this project.

corrupted with idolatry, He declared that
the great truths of redemption had been
committed to the Jews, and lltat from
among them theMessiah was LOappear./1I
the sacredwritings theyhadaclear
lation of the character of God and the
principlesofHis government. Jesus classed

Himself with the Jews as those to whom
Godhadgiven a heowledge ofHimself."

Without a question thcn we can see that
God's ptupose for His church is to provide
both the truths and the enviromncnt in
which He can reveal Himself to the world
and the universe. Having now established
what God's need and purpose for the
church is, we will look in our next issue at
how specifically He used the Jewish church
to answer this first accusation made against
Him, as well as what Satan's response 10
that was. By identifying Satan's response

their fathers in the day that I took them by
the hand to bring them out of the land of
Egypt; which my covenant they brake,
although I was an husband unto them, saith
the Lord: but this shall be the covenant that
I will make with the house ofIsrael; after
those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law

in their inward parts, and write it in their
hearts; and will be their God, and they shall
be my people. And they shall teach no more
every man his neighbor, and every man his
brother, saying, Know ehe Lord: for ehey
shall all know me, from the least of them
unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for
I will forgive their iniquity, and I will
remember their sin no more," Emphasis
supplied in all quotations

Notice that in both the scripture and
the Spirit of Prophecy quotations, the
summation of the issues of the great
controversy leaves the universe with a
knowledge and revelation of God which
places the universe on an eternal basis of
security, allowing Salan and all the
wicked to be destroyed and the sins of
Jacob 10 be blotted out and remembered
no more. It is also significant to notc in
answer to the above stated question per-
taining to the chosen channel by which
God will reveal Himself that the new
covenant promises were made exclu-
sively to Judah and the house of Israel.

His promise then is that the house of
Israel (or His church) is the enviromnent in
which the revelation of His character will
be demonstrated. In Testimonies, vol. 5,
454, in the chapter entitled "TheChurch the
Ught of the World," we read: "The Lord
called out His people Israel and separated
them from the world that He might commit
to them a sacred lrust. He made them the
depositaries of His law, and He designed,
through them, 10 preserve among men the
knowledge ofHimself."

Also in The Desire ofAges, 189, Ellen
White in commenting on Christ's conver-
sation with the Samaritan woman whom
He met at the well says, "While referring 10
the fact that the faith of the Samaritans was

10 Our Firm Foundation Vol. 7, No.8



Many of the social and the moral
problems of today are the results of too
great familiarity between men and
women. How important it is thai our
example reveal a better and nobler way!

"1 feel impelled by the Spirit of the
Lord to urge my sisters who profess
godliness to cherish modesty of deport-
ment and a becoming reserve, with
shamefacedness and sobriety. The liber-
ties taken in this age of corruption
should be no criterion for Christ's fol-
lowers. These fashionable exhibitions of
familiarity should not exist among
Christians filling for immortality. If
lasciviousness, pollution, adultery,
crime, and murder are the order of the
day among those who know not the truth
and who refuse to be controlled by the
principles of God's Word, how impor-
tant that the class professing to be fol-
lowers of Christ, closely allied to God
and angels, should show them a beller
and nobler way! How important that by
their chastity and virtue they stand in
marked contrast to that class who are
controlled by brute passions!" Coullse!s
011 Heo!tlr, 613

truth, is to become the authority for the
conscience and the love and life of the
soul." Manuscript Releases, vol. 10,315

Our words and deportment have an
immeasurable constantly spreading in-
nuence upon others. How important that
the example of our speech and behavior
at all times and in aU ways have a
positive, uplifting innuence upon those
around us!

"This is a responsibility from which
we cannot free ourselves. Our words,
our acts, our dress, our deportment, even
the expression of the countenance, has
an innuence. Upon the impression thus
made there hang results for good or evil
which no man can measure. Every im-
pulse thus imparted is seed sown which
will produce its harvest. It is a link in the
long chain of human events, extending
we know not whither. If by our example
we aid others in the development of
good principles, we give them power to
do gOOd. In their turn they exert the same
innuence upon others, and they upon
still others. Thus by our unconscious
innuence thousands may be blessed."
Christ's Object Lessons, 339-340

:t &I
God's Plan for til
OurWords andDeporlmentA S members of the

..t-\..rcmnant church
we are individually commissioned to
participate in the giving of the three
angels' messages to the whole world.
Every facet of our lives is to be focused
on the sharing of present truth with
those about us. Our deportment and
conversation 3fC to renect that we our-
selves have been transformed by the
very truths which we bear.

"Our faith, our dress, and our deport-
ment must be in harmony with the charac-
ter of our work, the presentation of the
most solemn message ever given to the
world. Our work is to win men to belief of
the truth, to win by preaching and by
example, also by living godly lives. The
truth in all its bearings is to be acted,
showing the consistency of faith with
practice. The value of our faith will be
shown by its fruit. The Lord can and will
impress men by ow intense earnestness.
Our dress, our deportment, our conversa-
tion and the depth of a growing ex-
perience tn spiritual lines, all are to show
that the great principles of truth we are
handling arc a reality to us. Thus the truth
is to be made impressive as a great whole
and command the intellect. Truth, Bible

Vernon Sparks
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The only way for us to become truly courteous,
without affectation, without undue familiarity,
is to drink in the spirit of Christ, to heed the
injunction, "Be ye holy; for I am holy"

The lips and hands should not con-
vey cven the appearance of familiarity.

"The man who stands in a position of
responsibility in any of our schools can-
not be too careful of his words and his
acts. Ncver should he allow the least
approach to familiarity in his relations to
the students, such as placing his hand on
the arm or shoulder of a girl student. He
should in no case give the impression
that commonness and familiarity are al-
lowable. His lips and his hands are to
express nothing that anyone could take
advantage of." Counsels to Parents,
Teachers, and Students, 256-257

The least encouragement of undue
familiarity is indication that self has not
been crucified.

"The slightest insinuations, from
whatever source they may come, inviting
you to indulge in sin or to allow the least
unwarrantable liberty with your persons,
should be resented as the worst of insults
to your dignified womanhood. The kiss
upon your cheek, at an improper time and
place, should lead you to repel the emis-
sary of Satan with disgust. If it is from one
in high places, who is dealing in sacred
things, the sin is of tenfold greater magni-
tude and should lead a God-fearing
woman or youth to recoil with horror, not
only from thc sin he would have you
commit, but from the hypocrisy and vil-
lainy of one whom the people respect and
honor as God's servant. He is handling
sacred things, yet hiding his baseness of
heart under a ministerial cloak. Be afraid
of anything like this familiarity. Be sure
that the least approach to it is evidence of
a lascivious mind and a lustful eye. If the
least encouragement is given in this direc-
tion, if any of the liberties mentioned are
tolerated, no better evidence can be given
that your mind is not pure and chaste as it
should be, and that sin and crime have
charms for you. You lower the standard of
your dignified, virtuous womanhood and
give unmistakable evidence that a low,
brutal, common passion and lust has been
suffered to remain alive in your heart and
has never been crucified." Counsels 011

Health,612
Flirting during religious meetings is

especially to be avoided.
"I have been laboring in Healdsburg

for the last four weeks. I have spoken
fourteen times. I have had a sharp,
pointed testimony for the youth, and I
am pained to the heart to sec the little
modesty and real, good, decent behavior
in the young. [There are] young girls so
forward as to make advances to young

12 Our Firm Foulldation Vol. 7, No.8

men; so destitute of Christlike humility
and elevation of eharaetcr. The young
girls [arc] flirting with young men, sit-
ting in meeting and exchanging notes
with them at the very time I am pre-
senting a message from God to the
people." Manuscript Releases, vol. 19,
218-219

Religious leaders and those long in
the truth who encourage or participate in
improper familiarity should be dis-
missed from their responsibilities
without a second trial.

"If men placed at the head of a
mission have not firmness of principle
that will preserve them from every ves-
tige of commonness, and unbecoming
familiarity with young girls and women,
after the light which has been so plainly
given, let them be discharged without a
second trial. There is a depravity of the
soul which leads to these careless habits
and practices, and which will far over-
balance all the good such persons can
do. We are living in an age of moral
debasement; the world is as a second
Sodom. Those who look for the coming
of the Son of man, those who know that
they are right upon the borders of the
eternal world, should set an example in
harmony with their faith. Those who do
not maintain purity and holiness are not
accepted of God. The true children of
God have deep-rooted principles which
will not be moved by temptations, be-
cause Christ is abiding in their hearts by

faith." The General Conference Daily
Bulletill, February 6, 1893

To confide family troubles to one of
the opposite sex is to violate the mar-
riage vow.

"It is not safe to permit the least
departure from the Slriclest integrity. 'Ab-
stain from all appearance of evil.' When a
woman relates her family troubles, or
complains of her husband, to another
man, she violates her marriage vows; she
dishonors hcr husband and breaks down
the wall erecled to preserve the sanctity of

the marriage relation; she throws wide
open the door and invites Satan to entcr
with his insidious temptations. This is just
as Satan would havc it. If a woman comes
to a Christian brother with a talc of her
woes, her disappointments and trials, he
should ever advise her, if she mllSt confide
her troubles to someone, to select sistcrs
for her confidants, and then there will be
no appearance of evil whereby the callSe
of God may suffer reproach." Testimo-
nies, vol. 2, 306

Undue attention of men and women
is a moral wrong, confirming others in
flirtation.

"All frivolity, all undue attention of
men and women, must be condemned
and discontinued. Some, even married
men, who have indulged in this trifling
familiarity, have endeavored to excuse
themselves, and escape censure by
claiming that they have done no moral
wrong. Was it no moral wrong to jest,
joke, and pay flattering allentions to
young women? Are you not starting in
their minds a train of thought which it is
impossible for you to change? Do you
not by your levity and coquetry, sanction
such conduct? You who hold positions
of trust, and claim to be Christians, do
you not give countenance to a familiar-
ity which leads to sin? Whal rccord is
made in the books of heaven by the
divine Watcher? Was there no moral
wrong done to the souls of those with
whom you were so familiar? Indeed

there was. Impressions were made that
will be enduring. These girls arc con-
firmed in coquetry and flirting. Every
such indulgence tends to make them
coarse and bold. They become more and
more infatuated with the society of mcn
and women who are trifling and
frivolous, whose conversation is any-
thing but holy, pure, and ennobling."
Special Testimonies, Series B, No. 16,6

The only way we can be courteous
without undue familiarity is to drink of
the Spirit of Christ.



You should be guarded against flattery.
Whoever is foolish enough to flatter you
cannot be your true friend. Your true friends
will caution, entreat, and warn you, and
reprove your faults

"Kindness and courtesy should be
manifested; but the common, cheap talk
which is so customary even among some
who claim to be Christians, should not
be heard in our institutions. The only
way for us to become truly courteous,
without affectation, without undue fa-
miliarity, is to drink in the spirit of
Christ, to heed the injunction, 'Be ye
holy; for I am holy.' If we act upon the
principles laid down in the Word ofGod,
we shall have no inclination to indulge
in undue familiarity." Pamphlets in the
Concordance, vol. 66, 38

Flattery springs from and is enjoyed
by the heart of those who love human
praise and approbation and is to be pitied.

"You love approbation. If you gain
this in an honorable way, it is not so
sinful; but you arc in danger of deceiv-
ing yourself and others; you need to be
guarded on this point and sec that you
earn all the approval you receive. If you
are approved because of your sound
principles and moral worth, this is your
gain. But if you arc petted and courted
and lIattered because you can make
bright speeches and apt remarks, and
because you arc checrful, lively, and
witty, and not because of intellectual and
moral worth, you will be looked upon by
sensible, godly men and women as an
object of pity rather than envy. You
should be guarded against flattery.
Whoever is foolish enough to lIatter you
cannot be your true friend. Your true
friends will caution, entreat, and warn
you, and reprove your faults," Testimo-
nies, vol. 3, 225-226

Those in error desire praise and
lIattery the most.

"There is nothing which will please
the people better than to be praised and
lIattered when they arc in darkness and
wrong, and deserve reprooL" Ibid., 345

Flattery is poison to children.
"Children inherit inclinations to

wrong, but they also have many lovely
traits of character. These should be
strengthened and developed, while the
tendencies to evil should be carefully
guarded against and repressed. Children
should never be lIattered, for flattery is
poison to them; but parents should show
a sanctified, tender regard for them, thus
gaining their confidence and love." Re-
view andHerald, vol. 5, 309
Satan desires OUf Christian ex-

perience to be largely dependent upon
lIattery and human appreciation.

"The world is the chief enemy of
religion. The satanic forces arc constantly

at work through the world, and those who
arc professed Christians, yet associated
with the world in close fellowship, are so
much one in spirit, aims, and principles of
working, that they cannot discern be-
tween him who serveth God and him who
serveth the world.... Words of praise and
flattery from worldlings arc received as
sweet morsels, but the judgment of those
who love this sort of food is in accordance
with the wea"-'llcss which they show in
this direction. Their spiritual life is com-
posed of just the kind of material they

feed upon. Their Christian experience is
largely dependent on lIattery and human
appreciation. The fear and love ofGod are
not interwoven in their experience. How
pitiable and sad to sec men who have
known something of the Spirit ofGod, fall
so completely into the arms of the world,
as to be swayed and infiuenced by its
voice, and depend upon its favors for
strength and success!" Special Testimo-
nies, Series A, No.6, 8-9

ReprOOf is to be prized more than
flattery.

"All fiattery should be put away, for
it is Satan's work to flatter. Poor, weak,
fallen men generally think enough of
themselves and need no help in this
direction. Flattering your ministers is out
of place. It perverts the mind and docs
not lead to meekness and humility; yet
men and women love to be praised, and
it is too frequently the case that ministers
love it. Their vanity is gratified by it, but
it has proved a curse to many. Reproof is
more to be prized than flattery." The
Voice ill Speech and SOllg, 152
Commendation, like flattery, is

praise, but it is truthful rather than exag-
gerated and it is appreciated by the
young and old alike.

"Praise the children when they do
well, for judicious commendation is as
great a help to them as it is to those older
in years and understanding. Never be
cross-grained in the sanctuary of the
home. Be kind and tenderhearted, show-

ing Christian politeness, thanking and
commending your children for the help
they give you." Child Guidallce, 260
Even commendation, however, has

its dangers of which we need to be
guarded.
"There are men who are ever talking

and gossiping and bearing false witness,
who sow the seeds of discord and en-
gender strife. Heaven looks upon this
class as Satan's most efficient servants.
But the man who is injured is in a far less
dangerous position than when fawned

upon and extolled for a few of his efforts
which appear successful. The commen-
dation of apparent friends is more
dangerous than reproaCh." The Voice in
Speech alld SOllg, 153

Our conversation reveals our charac-
ter.

"Our words index the state of our
heart; and whether men talk much or
little, their words express the character
of their thoughts. A man's character may
be quite accurately estimated by the
nature of his conversation. Sound, truth-
ful words have the right ring in them."
SOliS alldDaughters ofGod, 180
Too often our conversation ignores

Christ, our Companion.
"Suppose a friend were with us, and

we should meet an acquaintance on the
way and direct our whole attention to
our new-found acquaintance, ignoring
the presence of our friend, what opinion
would men have of our loyalty to our
friend, of our degree of respect to him?
And yet this is the way we treat Jesus.
We forget that He is our Companion. We
engage in conversation, and never men-
tion His name.... We talk of worldly
business matters, and where it does not
bruise the soul, where it is essential, we
do not dishonor Jesus, but we do dis-
honor Him when we fail to mention Him
in our intercourse with our friends and
associates. He is our best Friend, and we
should seek for opportunities to speak of
Him.... We should ever keep Him in
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Jesting, joking, and worldly conversation
belong to the world. Christians who have the
peace of God in their hearts, will be cheerful
and happy without indulging in lightness or
frivolity

view. Our conversation should be of a
character that would be of no offense to
God." Our High Calling, 55

Those who indulge in jesting, joking,
and trifling conversation are placing
themselves where Satan gains access to
them.

"Those who jest and joke and in-
dulge in cheap conversation place them-
selves upon a level where Satan can gain
access to them.... When you associate
together, you may be a help and a bless-
ing one to another if you surround your-
selves with an influence that is divine.
But there are those who have grave
defects, which are gaining a deeper hold
upon them and which if not overcome
will drive the Spirit of God out of the
heart .... Jesting and joking may please
a class of cheap minds, and yet the
inlluence of this kind of conduct is
destructive to spirituality. I speak to you
... as individuals: Guard your words.
Let sobriety and sound common sense
characterize your conversation. Do not
trille with the purity and nobility of your
souls by condescending to indulgence in
stale jokes, and in cultivating habits of
trilling conversation." Ibid., 292

Gossip should not be toleratcd
among the followers of Christ.

"Difficulties are often caused by the
vendors of gossip, whose whispered
hints and suggestions poison unsuspect-
ing minds and separate the closest
friends. Mischief-makers are seconded
in their evil work by the many who stand
with open ears and evil heart, saying:
'Report, ... and we will report it.' This
sin should not be tolerated among the
followers of Christ. No Christian parent
should permit gossip to be repeated in
the family circle or remarks to be made
disparaging the members of the church."
Testimonies, vol. 5, 241-242

Angels are making crowns for those
who value frankness and honesty above
personal gain.

"Some will be honest when it costs
not rung, but when policy will pay best,
honesty is forgotten.... When the Lord
makes up His jewels, the true, the frank,
the honest, will be looked upon with
pleasure. Angels are employed in
making crowns for such ones, and upon
these star-gemmed crowns will be re-
flected, with splendor, the light wruch
radiates from the throne of God." Pam-
phlets in the Concordance, vol. 117,82

A tongue that runs at random in
jesting and joking is evidence that the
heart necds cleansing.
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"Where the heart is purified and
refined, and made fit for the indwelling
of the Holy Spirit, the tongue will be
sanctified to the glory of God.... You
can surround your souls with an atmos-
phere that will be like breezes from the
heavenly Eden. Open your heart to the
Lord Jesus. Guard your lOngue. Let not
your tongue run at random in jesting
and joking. These are signs that your
heart needs to be cleansed from its

defilement." Sons and Daughters of
God,180

Lightness and joking are the result of
valuing more the approbation of man
than that of God.

"Those who profess to believe the
third angel's message often wound the
cause of God by lightness, joking, and
trilling. I was shown that this evil was all
through our ranks. There should be a
humbling before the Lord; the Israel of
God should rend the heart, and not the
garment. ChiJdlike simplicity is rarely
seen; the approbation of man is morc
thought of than the displeasure of God."
Testimonies, vol. 1, 133

Christ is our example in all trungs.
He avoided at all times the spirit of
jesting and joking.

"This spirit of jesting and joking, of
lightness and trilling, is a stumbling
block to sinners and a worse stumbling
block to those who give way to the
inclination of the unsanctified heart.
The fact that some have allowed this
trait to develop and strengthen until
jesting is as natural as their breath, does
not lessen its evil effects. When anyone
can point to one trilling word spoken by
our Lord, or to any lightness seen in His
character, he may feel that lightness and
jesting are excusable in himself. This
spirit is unchristian; for to be a Chris-
tian is to be Christlike. Jesus is a perfect
pattern, and we must imitate His ex-
ample. A Christian is the highest type of
man, a representative of Christ." Evan-
gelism, 641

All words spoken from the pulpit to
create a laugh are condemned by the
Word of God.

"What can the minister do without
Jesus? Verily, nothing. Then if he is a
frivolous, joking man, he is not prepared
to perform the duty laid upon him by the
Lord. 'Without me,' says Christ, 'ye can
do nothing.' The nippant words that fall
from his lips, the trifling anecdotes, the
words spoken to create a laugh, are all

condemned by the Word of God and are
entirely out of place in the sacred desk."
Testimonies to Ministers, 142-143

The religion of Christ is cheering
and elevating in inlluence wrule avoid-
ing foolish jesting and joking.

"Jesting, joking, andworldly
sation belong to the world. Christians
who have the peace of God in their
hearts, will be cheerful and happy
without indulging in lightness or frivol-
ity. While watching unto prayer, they
will have a serenity and peace wruch
will elevate them above all superllui-
ties." Gospel Workers, 129

Ellen Wrute did not understand the
above counsels to condemn the humor
elicited by the innocent happenings of
life.

"If I should relate to you the ex-
periences I have had in regard to money
matters since I returned home, you
would laugh, I know. I can laugh now,
but I assure you in the pinch it was no
laughing matter." Manuscript Releases,
vol. 5, 175

The words and demeanor of the
Christian will make his lnlluence almost
irresistible.
"Kind words, pleasant looks, a

cheerful countenance, throw a charm
around the Christian that makes his in-
fluence almost irresistible. This is a way
to gain respect, and extend the sphere of
usefulness, which costs but lillIe. It is the
religion of Christ in the heart that causes
the words issuing therefrom to be gentle
and the demeanor condescending, even



to those in the humblest walks of life. A
blustering, faultfinding, overbearing
man is not a Christian; for to be a
Christian is to be Christlike." Our High
Calling, 238

Truth transforms the entire man in-
ternally and externally. The ministry of
such a person is the most powerful
ministry that a church can have.

"The truth is designed to sanctify
the receiver, to fashion and mold the
entire man, externally as well as inter-
nally, by abasing pride and disposing
his heart to be kind and amiable and
condescending. Yes, the religion of
Christ is a system of the truest polite-
ness, and its triumphs are complete
when a world may look on a people
professing godliness with a united front,
believers showing habitual tenderness
of feeling and kindness of deportment
and sincere regard for the reputation of
each other. We may not look for the
approval of God unless we work to the
point of habitual kindness, acting upon
the principles of the gospel. Tender
mercy is to soften whatever is harsh in
the disposition and to smooth, refine,
and elevate whatever is coarse and
rough in deportment. Love and faith
carried out in our words and actions
bear a testimony to the world that they
cannot resist. It is the most powerful
ministry that a church can have."Manu-
script Releases, vol. 15,128-129

True reverence for God is to be
manifested in our demeanor.

"Another precious grace that should
be carefully cherished is reverence. True
reverence for God is inspired by a sense
of His infinite greatness and a realiza-
tion of His presence. With this sense of
the Unseen the heart of every child
should be deeply impressed. The hour
and place of prayer and the services of
public worship the child should be
taught to regard as sacred because God
is there. And as reverence is manifested
in attitude and demeanor, the feeling that
inspires it will be deepened."Education,
242-243

We should consider the place of
meeting for worship as the gate of
heaven.
"Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and

reverence my sanctuary: I am the Lord."
Leviticus 19:30

"God is high and holy; and to the
humble, believing soul, His house on
earth, the place where His people meet
for worship, is as the gate of heaven. The
song of praise, the words spoken by

Christ's ministers, are God's appointed
agencies to prepare a people for the
church above, for that loftier worship.

"When the worshipers entcr the
place of meeting, they should do so with
decorum, passing quietly to their seats.
... Common talking, whispering, and
laughing should not be permitted in the
house of worship, either before or after
the service. Ardent, active piety should
characterize the worshipers. ...

"Practice reverence until it becomes
a part of yourself." My Life Today, 286

Never should we speak God's name
lightly or thoughtlessly.

"Teach your children reverence for
God and the hour of prayer. The Lord
our God is holy, and His name is to be
treated with great reverence. Angels
are displeased and disgusted with the
irreverent manner in which the name of
God, the great Jehovah, is sometimes
used in prayer. They mention that name
with the greatest awe, even veiling
their faces when they speak the name
of God; the name of Christ also is
sacred, and is spoken with the greatest
reverence. And those who in their prayers
use the name of God in a common and
flippant manner, have no sense of the
exalted character of God, of Christ, or
of heavenly things." Signs of the Tillles,
vol. 2, 73

True reverence for God will be
manifested by obedience to that which
He has spoken.
"Let children be shown that true

reverence is revealed by obedience. God
has commanded nothing that is unessen-
tial, and there is no other way of
manifesting reverence so pleasing to
Him as by obedience to that which He
has spoken." Child Guidance, 100

We show reverence to God by rever-
encing parents, teachers and ministers
who arc His representatives.

"And the Lord God of their fathers
sent to them by his messengers, rising up
betimes, and sending; because he had
compassion on his people, and on his
dwelling place: but they mocked the
messengers of God, and despised his
words, and misused his prophets, until
the wrath of the Lord arose against his
people, till there was no remedy."
2 Chronicles 36:15-16

"Reverence should be shown for
God's representatives-for ministers,
teachers, and parents who are called to
speak and act in His stead. In the respect
shown to them He is honored." My Life
Taday, 285

Christ always maintained the proper
balance between being highly social and
avoiding undue familiarity.

"Christ carried out in His life His
own divine teachings. His zeal never led
Him to become passionate. He mani-
fested consistency without obstinacy,
benevolence without weakness, tender-
ncss and sympathy without sentimental-
ism. He was highly social; yet He
possessed a reserved dignity that did nol
encourage undue familiarity. His tem-
perance never led to bigotry or austerity.
He was not conformed to this world; yet
He was not indifferent to the wants of
the least among men. He was awake to
the needs of aiL" Mind, Character, and
Personality, vol. ], 184

Those who partake of the spirit of
Christ will manifest it in their words and
deportment under all circumstances.

"He who drinks in the spirit of Christ
will let it flow forth in kind words, and be
expressed in courteous deportment. The
plan of salvation is to soften whatever is
harsh and rough in the temper, and to
smooth offwhatever is rugged or sharp in
the manners. External change will testify
of an internal change. The truth is the
sanctifier, the refiner. Received into the
heart, it works with hidden power, trans-
forming the receiver. But those who
profess the truth and at the same time are
rough, and SOUT, and unkind in words and
deportment, have not learned of Jesus; all
these manifestations show that they are
yet servants of the wicked one. No man
can be a Christian without having the
spirit of Christ, manifesting meekness,
gentleness, and refinement of manners."
Ollr High Calling, 238

It is Christ's desire that each one of
us become more and more like Him in
every aspect of our behavior.

"The Saviour of the world would have
His co-laborers represent Him; and the
more closely a man walks with God, the
more faultless will be his manner of
addrcss, his deportmenl, his attitudc, and
his gestures. Coarse and uncouth manners
were never seen in OUT Pattern, Christ
Jesus. He was a representative ofHeaven,
and His followers must be like Him. We
are to make daily improvement; our ways
and manners are to become more like the
ways and manners of the holy angels.
Every uncouth gesture and coarse and
uncullivated expression, should be put far
away. Every imperfection may be over-
come if we learn of Jesus and closely
follow His example."ReviewalldHerald,
vol. 1,217 0

Vol. 7, No.8 Our Firm Fouwj(l/iOIl 15



light has come to a soul that has been in
darkness in regard to the binding claims of
the law of God, and the transgressor
refuses to walk in the light, he is guilty
before God, and is charged with apostasy.
He chooses that sin shall have dominion
over him, and therefore the penalty of the
law is upon him. By his continued trans-
gression he reveals the fact that he is at
enmity with God, that his heart is carnal,
and not subject to the law of God. He
repeats the transgression of Adam, ac-
cepts the insinuations of the fallen foc,
takes his place on the side of the man of
sin, and exalts Satan above God. In refus-
ing the light, he becomes one with the
ranks of apostasy, and chooses to act with
the confederacy of Satan.

It was necessary that Christ should
take upon Him our nature, in order to
prove the falsity of Satan's statements.
The apostate cast contempt upon the law
of God, and declared that it was im-
possible for men to keep God's com-
mandments, which had been preordained
in the councils of heaven. Therefore
Christ became man's representative and
surety, thus demonstrating to heavenly
intelligences, to unfallen worlds, and to
the human race, that, through co-opera-
tion with divine agencies, humanity
could be pure and holy. By partaking of
the divine nature they could mect the
demand of a perfect and holy law. Of
Christ it is written: "He is able also to
save them to the uttermost that come
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth
to make intercession for them. For such
an high priest became us, who is holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from sin-
ners, and made higher than the
heavens." Hebrews 7:25-26

Adam failed to obey the command-
ments of God. Shall the sons and
daughters of Adam continue in transgres-
sion, and also fail to obey? No one can
enter into life who persists in disloyalty,
since Christ was given to our world that
He might save His people from their sins.
When the young man eame to Christ,
saying, "Good Master, what good thing
shall I do, that J may have eternal life?"
Jesus said to him, "If thou wilt enter into
life, keep the commandments." Sec Mat-
thew 19:16-17. It was not possible forthe
young man, or for anyone, to keep the
commandments of God except through
the merit of Jesus Christ. Without the
shedding of the blood of Christ there
could be no remission of sin, no imputa-
tion of the righteousness of Christ to the
believing sinner. Christ endured the

violating the least commandment of
God.

We have full light upon the fact of
how the Lord regarded Adam's trans-
gression, and yet men presume to violate
the fourth commandment. After the Lord
created the world in six days, He rested
on the seventh day, and sanctified the
day of His rest, and bade men observe
the day of rest throughout all genera-
tions. And yet men arc repeating Adam's
transgression, and are entering into a
confederacy with Satan to war against
God, in trampling upon the Sabbath
institution. The church and the world arc
choosing Satan for their god and
sovereign, and setting aside the God that
made heaven and earth and all things
that are therein.

Man lost his righteousness through
transgression, and "God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life." John
3:J6. Through the righteousness of Christ,
our substitute and surety, our obedience to
God's commandments is made accept-
able. Christ clothed His divinity with
humartity, and endured the test upon the
point of appetite, ambition, and love of the
world, thus making it possible for man to
keep the commandments of God through
His imputed righteousness. Through faith
in Christ, man becomes partaker of the
divine nature, and is complete in Him, as
long as he walks in the light. But when

IEllen G. White

with

GOD has made provision in Jesus
Christ that we shall keep the com-

mandments of God. In this age of the
world the powers of apostasy are seeking
in every way to entice men into disobe-
dience. The very work that Satan did in
Eden he is doing today. He persuaded
Adam and Eve that God had withheld
some great good from them, and, while
insinuating that God had not their wel-
fare at heart, he pretended to have a deep
interest in their advancement. Satan's
falsehood prevailed; he succeeded in
winning their confidence through prom-
ising them a greater breadth of knowl-
edge than they had yet attained, even
declaring that they should be as gods.
God had placed upon them a very slight
test. They were simply prohibited from
partaking of one tree in the midst of the
garden. Vet a violation of this one slight
prohibition resulted in the fall of the
human race. Though the action might be
accounted small, yet it was disobedience
and transgression; and, when weighed in
God's balances, it was seen to be a most
heinous sin. Adam's disobedience to
God was the result of unbelief and in-
gratitude, and led him to take his position
on the side of the great apostate, in
giving credence to Satan's statements
rather than to the Word of God.

The history of Adam's transgression
is before the human family, and is writ-
ten for our admonition and warning, that
we may realize how terrible is the sin of
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Adam failed to obey the commandments of
God. Shall the sons and daughters of Adam
continue in transgression, and also fail to obey?
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penalty of sin in His own body on the
cross, and fulfilled all righteousness. The
merit of the righteousness of Christ is the
only ground upon which the sinner may
hope for a tille to eternal life; for Christ
hath given Himself for us, an offering and
sacrifice to God, as a sweet-smelling
savor. An infinite price was paid for man's
redemption, not that he might be saved in
his sins, not to make void the law of God.
Paul says: "Do we then make void the law
ofGod through faith? God forbid; yea, we
establish the law." Romans 3:31. For
though "by the deeds of the law there shall
no flesh bejustified in his sight," (Romans
3:20) yet the righteousness ofGod, which
is by faith of Jesus Christ, is witnessed by
the law and the prophets.

How strange it is that the church and
the world are joined together in a con-
federacy to do a work that God has
especially prohibited! They disobey the
eommanelments of God with impunity.
The prohibition of God in the Garden of
Eden was disregarded by Adam and Eve,
and the most terrible consequences re-
sulted. The Lord is placing the same test
upon the human family today, and
proving them by bringing to their atten-
tion the Sabbath, which is a memorial of
God's creative power. In this memorial
God testifies to the world and to
heavenly intelligences that He made the
world in six days, and rested--{)n the
first day?-No, but on the seventh day.
The same instruction comes to us today
as when the Lord spoke to the children
of Israel, saying, "Verily my sabbaths ye
shall keep; for it is a sign between me
and you throughout your generations."
Exodus 31:13

The Lord sends messengers of truth
to the people; but when He brings words
of stern truth to bear upon their con-
sciences, there are many who are in no
way pleased or grateful. The message of
truth disturbs them in their ease-loving
service of God, and they do not like the
rugged, thorny path that is pointed out to
them. They do not wish to separate from
the world, to practice self-denial and
self-sacrifice, and to attain unto the like-
ness of Christ They desire to live at
peace, and glorify self, and do not wish
to identify their interest with that of
Jesus Christ They count that separation
from the pleasures of the world, separa-
tion from the world's careless neglect of
piety and devotion, is too heavy a cross
for them to bear.
In rejection of light the hearts ofmen

are hardened, and they finally unite with

the agencies of apostasy in a work of
compelling the conscience of those who
do not agree with them, in persecuting
and putting to death those who love God
and keep His commandments. But the
Lord says to His chosen people: "Be-
hold, I send you forth as sheep in the
midst of wolves; be ye therefore wise as
serpents, and harmless as doves. But
beware of men; for they will deliver you
up to the councils, and they will scourge
you in their synagogues; and ye shall be
brought before governors and kings for
my sake, for a testimony against them
and the Gentiles. But when they deliver
you up, take no thought how or what ye
shall speak; for it shall be given you in
that same hour what ye shall speak. For
it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of
your Father which speaketh in you. And
the brother shall deliver up the brother to
death, and the father the child; and the
children shall rise up against their
parents, and cause them to be put to
death. And ye shall be hated of all men
for my name's sake; but he that endureth
to the end shall be saved.... And fear
not them which kill the body, but are not
able to kill the soul; but rather fear Him
which is able to destroy both soul and
body in hell.... Whosoever therefore
shall confess me before men, him will I
confess also before my Father which is
in heaven." Matthew 10:16-22, 28, 32

The remnant people of God are to
endure persecutions. "And the dragon
was wroth with the woman, and went to
make war with the remnant of her seed,
which keep the commandments of God,
and have the testimony of Jesus Christ."
Revelation 12:17. They are to give the
warning message against the power rep-
resented by "the beast." The prophet
says of this power, which represents the
Papacy: "There was given unto him a
mouth speaking great things and
blasphemies; and power was given unto
him to continue forty and two months.
And he opened his mouth in blasphemy

against God, to blaspheme his name, and
his tabernacle, and them that dwell in
heaven. And it was given unto him to
make war with the saints, and to over-
come them: and power was given him
over all kindreds, and tongues, and na-
tions. And all that dwell upon the earth
shall worship him, whose names are not
written in the book of life of the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world."
Revelation 13:5-8. The remnant church
of God are to give the warning of the
third angel to the world: "If any man
worship the beast and his image, and
receive his mark in his forehead, or in
his hand, the same shall drink of the
wine of the wrath of God, which is
poured out without mixture into the cup
of his indignation." Revelation 14:9-10

The church of God, despised and
persecuted by the world, are educated
and disciplined in the school of Christ
They walk in narrow paths on earth; they
are purified in the furnace of afnictions.
For Jesus' sake they endure opposition,
hatred, calumny. They follow Christ
through sore conflicts; they endure self-
denial, and experience bitter disappoint-
ments; but their painful experience
teaches them the guill and woe of sin,
and they look upon it with abhorrence.
Being partakers of Christ's sufferings,
they are destined to be partakers of His
glory. In holy vision the prophet saw the

triumph of the people of God. He says:
"I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled
with fire; and them that had gotten the
victory over the beast, and over his
image, and over his mark, and over the
number of his name, sland on the sea of
glass, having the harps ofGod. And they
sing the song of Moses the servant of
God, and the song of the Lamb, saying,
Great and marvelous are thy works,
Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy
ways, thou King of saints." Revelation
15:2-30

The Signs of the Times, vol. 3, 125-126
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The Study of the Testimonies
At the SevcfIllt-day Adventist General
COllferellce of 1893, J. N. Lough-
borough, cJzurch pioneer and historian,
reviewed some of tire experiences
which confirmed the authcnticicyo! the
gift of the Spirit of Prophecy through
Ellen G. White. His sermons were tran-
scribed and recorded in the General
Conference Daily Bullclin. We here
cOllelude his series.- THE EDITORS

I N the first eight verses of the first
chapter of first Corinthians, we find

what we may call a dedication of the
epistle to several classes of people. It
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was, first, "unto the church of God
which is at Corinth, to them that arc
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be
saints"; then also to "all that in every
place call upon the name of Jesus Christ
our Lord, both theirs and ours." So we
might say this epistle is dedicated to
everybody that has a love for the truth.
But I read further: "I thank my God
always on your behalf, for the grace of
God which is given you by Jesus Christ;
that in every thing ye are enriched by
him, in all utterance, and in all knowl-
edge; even as the testimony of Christ
was confirmed in you: so that ye come
behind in no gift; waiting for the coming

J. N. Loughborough

of our Lord Jesus Christ." So then the
epistle is also dedicated to us.

He says, "In every thing ye are en-
riched by him, in all utterance, and in all
knowledge; even as the testimony of
Christ was confirmed in you." Then
what is it that prepares the way and acts
a prominent part in fitting up a people in
all things to be ready to meet Christ?-It
is the testimony of Christ.

You find it mentioned again in Rev-
elation 12:17, "And the dragon was wroth
with the woman, and went to make war
with the remnant of her seed, which keep
the commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ." Also Revela-
tion 19:10, where the apostle John saw an
angel and was about to worship him, and
was told, "See thou do it not: I am thy
fellowservant, and of thy brethren that
have the testimony of Jesus: worship God:
for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy." Here is given in inspired defi-
nition showing just what the expression
means; and the remnant church is to have
this "Spirit of Prophecy," and it will be
confirmed in them, that is, manifested,
and understood, and its workings demon-
strated a, the genuine work ofGod.

God began to manifest this gift in the
first message, before the time passed, as
early as 1842. William Foy, of Boston,
was given three visions, showing the
pathway of the Advent people; and he
went from place to place relating them.
He saw the people being brought on to
three different platforms, one following
another. Some dropped through the first
and went out of sight, and the others
went on to the second one. Some
dropped through this and disappeared,
and the remainder went to the third. Still
others disappeared through this, and
then the remainder went on to the city of
God. In another vision he saw a mighty
angel come down from heaven, and a
voice cried and said, "This angel has yet
three steps to take." He didn't under-
stand anything about it; but is there any
one here today who doesn't know what
that meant? He lived to hear Sister Har-
mon relate her first vision, and to testify
that the two were identical.

In 1844, just before the time passed,
a young man living at Poland, Maine,
(Mr. Hazen Foss) was given a vision
showing the journey of the Advent
pcople to the city of God, with their
dangers. He was also given some mes-
sages of warning to deliver, and was
shown the trials and persecutions that
would follow if he was faithful in relat-



A lighted candle was held close to her eyes,
which were wide open; not a muscle of the eye
moved. He then examined her in regard to her
pulse and also in regard to her breathing, and
there was no respiration

ing what was shown him. He refused to
give the reproofs and was given another
vision, in which he was told that if he did
not tell them, the work would be placed
on another person, the weakest of the
weak. He still refused, and then another
vision was given him and he was told
that he had been reieased. This aroused
him, and he said that he would relate
what had been shown him. So he gave
out an appointment and the people
gathered to hear, and he began to tell his
experience, and how he had refused to
relate what had been shown him, and he
carne to the point of relating the vision,
when 10, he was as silent as a statue, and
there he stood, not able to remember a
single word! Then he exclaimed in great
anguish, "God has fulfilled His word;
He has taken the vision from me!" He
lost hope and went into despair. After-
ward he heard Sister Harmon relate the
vision that had been given her, and he
said it was as near like what had been
shown him as two persons could tell the
same thing.

I referred yesterday to some testi-
monials of physicians concerning Sister
White's condition while in vision. Some
who oppose her work have told about a
testimonial from a Dr. Russell. I have yet
to learn about any such doctor ever
treating Sister White. "Doctor" Russell
may have been some one about as near
to being a doctor as a bath hand, or
something of that sort, but he never saw
Sister White in vision. And it is a point to
be noticed, that none of our opponents
ever saw her in vision. D. M. Canright
testified before a large audience that he
never saw her in vision.
When going into vision, she gives

three distinct shouts of "Glory!" at inter-
vals of a few seconds, each morc
thrilling, though fainter, than the one
preceding. The first one seems to come
from about the height of the ceiling of
the room; the next seems much farther
off, and the third seems to be far up and
away in the distance. I will read some
testimonials from physicians who have
seen her in vision and who gave her at
the time a careful examination.

The first is from M. G. Kellogg,
M. D., who refers to the first vision
given in Michigan, May 29, 1853, at a
meeting held in the barn of Wm. Daw-
son, in Tyrone, Livingston County. He
says:

"Sister White was in vision about
twenty minutes or half an hour. As she
went into vision, everyone present

seemed to feel the power and presence
of God, and some of us did indeed feel
the Spirit of God resting upon us
mightily. We were engaged in a prayer
and social meeting, Sabbath morning at
about nine o'clock. Brother White, my
father, and Sister White had prayed, and
I was praying at the time. There had
been no excitement, no demonstrations.
We did plead earnestly with God, how-
ever, that He would bless the meeting
with His presence, and that He would
bless the work in Michigan. As Sister
White gave that triumphant shout of
'Glory! g-!-----{>-r-y! g-l--{)-r-y!'
which you have heard her give so often
as she goes into vision, Brother White
arose and informed the audience that his
wife was in vision. After stating the
manner of her visions and that she did
not breathe while in vision, he invited
anyone who wished to do so to come
forward and examine her. Dr. Drum-
mond, a physician, who was also a
First-day Adventist preacher, who
[before he saw her in vision] had de-
clared her visions to be of mesmeric
origin, and that he could give her a
vision, stepped forward, and after a
thorough examination, turned very pale,
and remarked, 'She doesn't breathe!' 1
am quite certain that she did not breathe
at that time whHe in vision, nor in any of
several others which she had when I was
present. The coming out of vision was as

marked as her going into it. The first
indication we had that the vision was
ended, was in her again beginning to
breathe. She drew her first breath deep,
long, and full, in a manner showing that
her lungs had been entirely empty of air.
After drawing the first breath, several
minutes passed before she drew the sec-
ond, which filled the lungs precisely as
did the first; then a pause of two
minutes, and a third inhalation, after
which the breathing became natural."
Signed, "M. G. Kellogg, M. D., Ballie
Creek, Mich., Dec. 28, 1890."

The second testimonial relates to a
vision given to Mrs. White, in Hillsdale,
Mich., February, 1857:-

"We were present when (in February,
1857) Sister E. G. White had a vision in
Waldron's Hall, Hilldale. Dr. Lord made
an examination, and said, 'Her heart
beats, but there is no breath. There is
life, but no action of the lungs; I cannot
account for this condition.'" Signed,
"A. F. Fowler, Mrs. A. F. Fowler,
Hilldale, Mich., Jan. 1, 1891."

Here is given another statement con-
cerning the same vision:

"1 was present when Sister White
had the above named vision in Wal-
dron's Hall, Hillsdale. In addition to the
above statement, I heard the doctor say
that Sister White's condition in vision
was 'beyond his knowledge.' He also
said, 'There is something supernatural
about that.''' Signed, "c. S. Glover,
Battle Creek, Mich., Jan. 19, 1891."

Here is a third statement on the same
case:

"This is to certify that we were pres-
ent in Waldron's Hall, Hillsdale, Mich.,
in February, 1857, when Mrs. E. G.
White had a vision and while in that
condition was examined by Dr, Lord,
and we heard his public statement re-
specting the case, as given above by
Brother and Sister Fowler." Signed,
"w. R. Carpenter, Eliza Carpenter, No-
blesville, Ind., Aug. 30, 1891."

The following statement is from an
individual who witnessed a medical ex-
amination of Mrs. White while in vision
at Stowe, Vermont, in the summer of
1853. He says:

"A physician was present, and made
such examination of her as his wisdom
and learning dictated, to fInd the cause of
the manifestation. A lighted candle was
held close to her eyes, which were wide
open; not a muscle of the eye moved. He
then examined her in regard to her pulse
and also in regard to her breathing, and
there was no respiration. The result was
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Mr. Canright has said himself that when a
person lets go of the testimonies he goes right
into infidelity, and here you see it, for he
refuses to believe the Bible

that he was satisfied that it could not be
accounted for on natural or scientific
principles." Signed, "F. C. Castle."

Here is a description of a test applied
while Mrs. White was in vision at Buck's
Bridge, St. Lawrence County, N. Y:

"June 28, 1857, I saw Sister Ellen G.
White in vision for the first time. I was an
unbeliever in the visioIlS; but one circum-
stance among others that I might mention
convinced me that her visions were of
God. To satisfy my mind as to whether she
breathed or not, I first put my hand on her
chest sufficiently long to know that there
was no more heaving of the lungs than
there would have been had she been a
corpse. I then took my hand and placed it
over her mouth, pinching her nostrils
between my thumb and forefinger, so that
it was impossible for her to exhale or
inhale air, even if she had desired to do so.
I held her thus with my hand about ten
minutes, long enough for her to suffocate
under ordinary circumstances; she was
not in the least affected by this ordeal.
Since witnessing this wonderful phenom-
enon, I have not once been inclined to
doubt the divine origin of her vision."
Signed, "D. T. Bourdeau, Battle Creek,
Feb. 4, 1891."

I will mention another medical ex-
amination that I witnessed at Parkville,
St. Joseph County, Mich., Jan. 12, 1861.

At the close of an exhonation given
by Sister White to a large congregation
that had assembled at the Adventist
meetir'g-house, the blessing ofGod rested
upon her in a remarkable degree, and she
was taken off in vision while seated in
her chair. There was present a Doctor
Brown, a hale, strong man physically, a
spirit medium. He had said that her
visions were the same as spirit medium·
ship, and that if she had one where he
was, he could bring her out of it in one
minute. An invitation was given for any
who desired to do so to come forward,
and by examination satisfy themselves
as to her condition while in vision. The
Doctor came forward, but before he had
half completed his examination, he
turned deathly pale, and shook like an
aspen leaf. Elder White said, "Will the
Doctor report her condition?" He re-
plied, "She does not breathe," and
rapidly made his way to the door. Those
at the door who knew of his boasting
said, "Go back, and do as you said you
would; bring that woman out of the
vision." In great agitation he grasped the
knob of the door, but was not permitted
to open it until inquiry was made by
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those near the door, "Doctor, what is it?"
He replied, "God only knows; let me out
of this house!"

It was evident that the spirit that
inOuenced him as a medium was no
more at rest in the presence of the power
that controlled Sister White in vision,
than were the demoniacs in the days of
the Saviour, who inquired, "Art thou
come hither to torment us before the
time?"

I want now to call before you a living
witness here in this house. Brother
Lampson, will you please step forward
and relate to the audience what you saw
during one of Sister White's visions
where you were present?

[Brother Lampson.] "It was in 1854,
at the home of Brother White in Roch-
ester. [ was then seventeen years old. It
seems to me I can almost hear yet those
thrce thrilling shouts of 'G-l--{)-r-y!'
which she uttered. Then she sank back
to the floor, not falling, but sinking back
gently, and was supported in the arms of
an attendant. Two physicians came in,
an old man and a young man. Brother
White was anxious that they should
examine Sister White closely, which
they did. A small looking-glass was
brought, and one of them held it over
her mouth when she talked; but very
soon they gave this up and said, She
doesn't breathe. Then they closely ex-
amined her sides to try to find some
evidence of deep breathing, but they did
not find it. When the examination was
over, she rose to her feet, and then had a
view of some things connected with the
seven last plagues. She put her hands up
to her hair, and Brother White and
Brother Andrews tried with all their
might to keep her hands down, but they
could not move them, nor keep her
fingers from opening and closing, and
she tore out locks of her hair. Then she
saw the triumph of the saints, and her
shouts of triumph 1 can seem to hear
even now."

In Miles Grant's book, and H. E.
Carver's and D. M. Canright's books the
claim is made that miracles are always
given in the Bible as a test by which to
know a true prophet. But I never found
any such rule laid down in the Bible, and
the fact is, there is no such rule given. Let
us look at two or three scriptures bearing
on this point. Matthew 11:9-12, where
Christ speaks of John the Baptist: "But
what went ye out for to see? A prophet'!
Yea, I say unto you, and more than a
prophet. ... Verily I say unto you, Among
them that are born of women there hath
not risen a greater than John the Baptist:
notwithstanding he that is least in the
kingdom of heavcn is greater than he."

Luke 7:26, "But what went ye out for to
see? A prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and
much more than a prophet." John 10:41,
"And many resorted unto him, and said,
John did no miracle: bUI all things that
John spake of this man were true."

And what did Mr. Canright say to
this argument when he was compelled to
meet it? He said, Oh, it is well known
that John wasn't a prophet(!) So, at the
debate out in California where this hap-
pened Brother Healey said, Mr. Canriglll
has said himself that when a person lets
go of the testimonies he goes right into
infidelity, and here you see it, for he
refuses to believe the Bible.

January 12, 1861, just three months
to a day before the first gun was fired on
Fort Sumpter, the Seventh-day Adventist
meeting-house in Parkville, Mich., was
dedicated. At the close of a discourse by
Elder White, Sister White gave a stirring
exhonation, after which she took her
seat in a chair. In this position she was
taken off in vision. The house was
crowded with people, and it was a most
solemn place to be in. After coming out
of the vision, she arose, and looking
about the house she said:
"There is not a person in this house

who has even dreamed of the trouble
that is coming upon this land. People are



I could refer in the experience of Sister White
to hundreds of cases where she has delineated
the character of persons whom we knew she
had never seen before, only as she had seen
them in vision

making sport of the secession ordinance
of South Carolina, but I have just been
shown Ihat a large numbcr of Statcs arc
going to join that Statc, and there will be
a most terrible war. In this vision I have
secn large armies of both sides gathercd
on the field of battle. I heard the boom-
ing of the cannon, and saw the dcad and
dying on every hand. Then I saw thcm
rushing up engaged in hand-to-hand
fighting [bayoncting one another). Then
I saw the field after the battle, all
covered with the dead and dying. Then I
was carried to prison, and saw the suffer-
ing of those in want, who were wasting
away. Then I was taken 10 Ihe homes of
those who had lost husbands, sons, or
brothers in the war. I saw there distress
and anguish."

Then looking slowly around the
house she said:
"There are those in this house who

will lose sons in that war."
Many of the leading journals of the

North at that time, particularly Horace
Greely's paper, the New York Tribune,
made sport of Ihe idea of there being any
wac, and said that "If a few old women
with broomsticks should go down to
South Carolina, they could quickly quell
all the rebellion there is Ihere." But how
was il? Just one year from that time I
was preaching in that same house, and
there sat before me in the audience two
men who were present at the dedication,

and who had expressed to me their
disbelief in what Sister White had said. I
alluded to the subject of spiritual gifts
and spoke of what had been said in Ihat
house jusl one year before, and as [ did
so, both of those men buried their faces
in their hands, and one of them began to
sob aloud. And no wonder. Six weeks
before he had buried his only son,
broughl home from the war a corpse,
and the man beside him had lost one son
in the war and had another one in a rebel
prison. Brother Kinne said there were at
least five persons in the house that day

of the dedication who afterward lost
sons in the war.

Now turn to the forty-cighth chapter
of Isaiah, and we will sec how God
works in the case of a true prophet.
Verses 3-7: "I have declared the former
things from Ihe beginning; and they
went forth out of my mouth, and [
shewed them; [ did them suddenly, and
Ihey came to pass.... I have even from
the beginning declared it to thee; before
it carne to pass I shewed it thee: lest thou
shouldest say, Mine idol hath done them,
and my graven image, and my molten
image, hath commanded them. Thou
hast heard, sec all this; and will not ye
declare it? [ have shewed thee new
things from Ihis time, even hidden
things, and thou didst nol know them.
They are created now, and not from the
beginning; even before the day when
Ihou heardest them not; lest thou
shouldest say, Behold, I knew them."

The Lord tells something that is
going to come to pass suddenly, which
the people don't know and don't expect.
That was just the way it was with what
Sister White was shown about the war. It
is one of God's signs, that you may
know when He has spoken. I thank God
that the God of heaven deigns to speak
to His people. Some persons may be
glad they arc not associated with people
that have this manifestation amongst
them, but from the depths of my heart [

am glad that I am associated with people
that have such a gift.

Ephesians 4:12: "For the perfecting of
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ."

From lhis text we sec some of the
features of true gifts. While they are not
a revelation to take the place of the
Bible, the church is edified by the light
given from the Scriptures from this
source. We have seen this abundantly
illustrated in the lessons already given
by different speakers during this insti-
tute. We have made a comparison of the

gift, as manifested among this people,
with that of the ancient prophets.

There is another feature to which I
wish to call your attention today, which I
will introduce by quoting from 2 Kings
8:8-11: "And the king said unto Hazael,
Take a present in thine hand, and go,
meet the man of God, and enquire of the
Lord by him, saying, Shall [ recover of
this disease? So Hazael went to meet
him, and took a present with him, even
of every good thing of DamasclLs, forty
camels' burden, and came and stood
before him, and said, Thy son Benhadad
king of Syria hath sent me to thee,
saying, Shall I recover of this disease?
And Elisha said unto him, Go, say unto
him, Thou mayest certainly recover:
howbeit the Lord hath shewed me that
he shall surely die. And he settled his
countenance steadfastly, until he was
ashamed: and the man of God wept."
Hazael said, Why weepeth my lord? And
he said, For the mischief that you will
do, for the Lord has shown me that you
arc to be king over Syria.

We see in this case that as he had a
view of this man's countenance it
brought to view what he had seen con-
cerning him before. I could refer in the
experience of Sister White to hundreds
of cases where she has delineated the
character of persons whom we knew she
had never seen before, only as she had
seen them in vision.

The first case I will refer 10 is a
vision which was given to her in Tyrone,
Michigan, in May, 1853, the first meet-
ing she ever held here in this state, and
which was the first time she had ever
been west of Buffalo, N. Y. [n this vision
she had a view of all the Sabbathkeepers
in the State, which comprised five or six
companies, numbering in all about 150
persons. This vision she wrote out in
Jackson, June 2nd. I had been laboring
three weeks in the western part of the
State, and met Brother and Sister White
at Jackson that evening, and obtained a
copy of the vision, which consisted of
eight pages of foolscap. In the vision
was described a woman who made great
pretensions to holiness, but who at the
same time was shown to her as living in
adultery with a young man wit h whom
she was traveling. The vision stated just
what the woman would say when she
would reprove her, namely, "The Lord
knows my heart."

In company with Brother and Sister
White [ held meetings in Jackson, Battle
Creek, and Bedford. Next we came to
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There is not a minister among our ranks, who
has carefully read the Testimonies, but who
must acknowledge the benefit derived in many
directions in his work from what is pointed out
through this gift

Vergennes, Kent County, which proved
to be the place where the said woman
lived. The meetings were held in a new
barn. This woman came into the meeting
fifteen minutes after it commenced,
from three miles in an opposite direction
from which we reached the place. Her
husband, and the young man with whom
she was traveling, came in at the same
time. Sister White, as her husband was
speaking at one end of the stand, whis-
pered to me, as I was sitting next to her
on the rostrum, calling my attention to
the woman and the men, and said, "That
is the woman I saw in the vision." She
also told me that as soon as Brother
White got through speaking she would
relate the vision, adding, "We then will
see whether she is the one or not."

After a short discourse, Brother
White gave liberty for others to speak.
Sister White arose, and commenced by
speaking of the deportment of persons
preaching, how careful they should be to
shun every appearance of evil. She said
that if God ealled women to preach they
should not travel around the country
with some other man than their husband,
and adding, "What 1 am speaking of is
right here in your midst; that tall woman
who just sat down near the door is
traveling around through the country
with this young man who is seated on
the front seat, and this old gentleman
who sits by her side, God pity him, is
toiling at home to raise the means to
support them in their iniquity." She
added, "I am ashamed of my sex. For all
this woman's pretensions to holiness,
God has shown me that she and this
young man are guilly of violating the
seventh commandment."

As Sister White sat down every eye
in the barn was turned toward the
woman, expecting of course if she was
guilly she would deny the charge, and if
she was not guilty she would certainly
deny it. 1 confess my heart was filled
with anxiety to see what the woman
would say, for 1 had in my pocket a
writing written nearly three weeks
before, which I knew was written more
than a hundred miles from that place by
a person tbat never had seen the woman
with her natural eyes, telling just what
she would say. The woman slowly arose
to her feet, and in a very sanctimonious
manner, said "The Lord knows my
heart."! She did not utter another word,
but took her scat.

Among many other instances 1might
mention, I refer to a case where Sister
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White bore testimony in Greenville,
Mich. Coming into a room where
Brother John Byington and myself were
organizing a church, she noticed that
there were other persons present. She
knew the name of but one of the persons

in the room aside from Brother Byington
and myself, never having seen them
before. She said they must excuse her if
she pointed them out by describing their
persons. "I will first speak," she said, "of
that man in the corner of the room, the
one with one eye." Someone spoke his
name-Pratt. "Well," says she, "I will
call him Mr. Pratt. Don't ever take that
man into your church unless you want
trouble, for he never has been converted;
he doesn't live up to his agreements; he
makes promises to his neighbors that he
doesn't fulfill, spendS most of his time
around the stores and shops arguing on
the truth, sitting around on the dry goods
boxes, talking theology, while his wife is
at home cultivating the garden, digging
potatoes, or providing the man's dinner
for him when he gets home, or perhaps
pulling brush out of the snow to cut up
for firewood. His talking the truth
merely disgusts the people. They think
he would better be at home engaged in
some honest labor to pay his debts."
Turning to another, an old gentle-

man, who sat nearer to her, she said,
'"This aged brother,"-here some one
spoke and said, <'Brother Barr." "Yes,"
said she, "Brother Barr, your trouble has
been that you could not think the Lord
could be merciful enough to you to
forgive your sins. You have confessed to
the Lord many times all the sins you
knew of, and the Lord told me to say to
you that He had forgiven your sins
thirty-five years ago if you had only
believed it." This poor old man, on
whose countenance had been a look of
great sadness, when this expression was
made, said with a smile, "Has He?"
"Yes," said Sister Whitc, "Your sins are
forgiven, come along and go with the

church." The brother cried OUI, "I wilL"
We had been trying for half an hour to
get him to even give his name for the
church, but he thought he was not wor-
thy. Sister White said, "This man's case
was presented before me in contrast with

the other: he is a man that is punctual in
all his obligations, deals uprighlly with
all his neighbors, provides well for his
family, and the community have perfect
confidence in him. He fears to say any-
thing about the truth for fear he will mar
it," adding, "Brother Barr, talk the truth
to your neighbors, it will have a good
effect." She then turned again to Mr.
Prall, and said, "I f you could feel for
about six months as Brother Barr has felt
for years, as though there was no help
for you, it would do you good."

Other cases were delineated in the
same meeting; a man and his wifc, be·
tween whom there had been some vari·
ance, were reconciled by the testimony
that was brought in. At the close of the
meeting this Mr. Pratt, who had been
seated on the wood-box in the corner of
the room, jumped down on the floor, and
with great vehemence said, "I will tell
you what it is, there is no kind of usc in
going with this people and trying to play
hypocrite: you cannot do it."
Another feature of our text is the

expression that these gifts are for the
work of the ministry. There is not a
minister among our ranks, who has care·
fully read the Testimonies, but who must
acknowledge the benefit derived in
many directions in his work from what is
pointed out through this gift. (Here the
speaker said, holding up a copy of the
book, Gospel Workers,) Here is a
volume filled with instruction of this
character, not giving us a new Bible, but
bringing to us the instructions of Scrip-
ture, and showing us how we can be
more efficient laborers for God. Even
taking the one point of how to care for
our health, how to use our voices to
preserve strength, it is invaluable.



Scores, who arc now sleeping in their
graves might be with us today had they
given heed to instruction of this charac-
ter.

[ humbly acknowledge benefits re-
ccived from this source in entering upon
new missions. As I went to California
with Elder Bourdeau, via Central Amer M

ica, in 1868, the Lord gave Sistcr White
instruction concerning our work, which
being sent overland we received on ar-
riving at San Francisco. This gave us
instructions concerning the habits of the
people, how to labor 10 reach them,
holding il up in contrast with the New
England field in which [ had been labor-
ing more or less, showing that what
might be called economy in New Eng-
land would be considered penny-wise
dealing in California, "that Ihe people
must be mel with the liberal spirit they
possessed, yet not in a spendthrift man-
ner."

We saw the result of heeding this
admonition in our very first meeting,
When the people were questioning how
we would sell penny tracts and five-cenl
books when there was no change made
in the country less than a ten-cent piece
we were led to make calculations, and so
commenced on Ihis liberal plan, and
gave them away by scores. The people

shortly met us by saying, "This isn't like
the preachers that have been coming
across the plains to this country." They
rushed up to buy our books, and favored
us in every way they could, and in that
one tent-mecting the people bought over
three hundred dollars' worth of books,
and a lumberman, who before we com-
menced the meeting. refused to trust us
with a dollar's worth of lumber on Ihe
ground that he had no confidence
whatever in preachers, said. "Sir. I will
lend you 36,000 feet of lumber, if you
want it, without any security whatever,"
If Sister White had lived in that country
five years, she could not have given
better counsel than was given in that
testimony, which was simply the result
of what the Lord had shown in her in
vision.

In 1878, when it was decided that [
should go to Old England, and enter
upon a mission there, as [ was laboring
in Reno, Nevada, I received another
testimony from Sister White, staling that
I could not labor in the same manner as
in California, calling allention to the
habits of the people, and giving most
valuable instructions, which I found a
great aid in entering upon that mission.
But, while we speak of what might be
called lemporal blessings from this
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source, we would especially emphasize
those inslructions through this gift that
pointed the laborer to Chrisl as the only
source of help and strength in the work.

[n concluding this lasl of the series of
lessons appointed to me on this subject, I
will state that during the last six months,
since receiving notice, I have prayed
much over the line that I should pursue.
My allention would invariably be called,
even while praying, to the fourth chapter
of Ephesians, and with it the impression,
"Compare what is said there of the work
of Ihe true manifestation of the gifts,
with what has been manifested in con-
nection with this gift for the last forty
years and over, and it will show a
complete fulfillment in every particu-
lar." So, [ will say today, as my subject
was to be "The Study of the Gifts,"
Study them, their connection with this
work, the manner of their manifestation,
whal has been accomplished by them in
bringing a people to the unity of the
failh, and what they are accomplishing,
by the grace of God, in what is allOlled
for this time; and we can bUI acknowl-
edge that the gift of prophecy, mani-
fesled in connection with the third
angel's message, is the work of God. 0
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Location
Eatonville, WA
Hoosick Falls, NY
Eureka, CA
Grants Pass, OR
Falkland, BC, Canada
Troy, MT
Augusta, ME
Hendersonville, NC
Portland, TN
Yucaipa, CA
Hot Springs, AR
Sorrento, FL

For More Info.
(206) 832-6602
(518) 686-7124
(703) 672-3100
(703) 672-3100
(604) 379-2713
(406) 295-5555
(207) 589-4705
(704) 684-1643
(316) 788-5559
(206) 832-6602
(703) 672·3100
(904) 357-3777

Sponsor
Hope Int'I

Steps to Life
Hartland
Hartland

Truth Triumphant
The Printed Page

Hope Int'l
Hope Int'l

Steps to Life
Hope In!,1
Hartland

H:lrvcsl Inspirl\tion
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Some feel free to declare that the Seventh-day
Adventist Church is no longer God's church. If
that were true, then probation would have
already closed for the Seventh-day Adventist
Church

The End-Time Church
Conlinued from 7

the rushing torrent of iniquity, and hence
they are filled with grief and alarm. They
mourn before God to see religion
despised in the very homes of those who
have had great light. They lament and
afflict their souls because pride, avarice,
selfishness, and deception of almost
every kind are in the church. The Spirit
of God, which prompts to reproof, is
trampled underfoot, while the servants
of Satan triumph. God is dishonored, the

truth made of none effect," Testimonies,
vol. 5, 2W-211
However, that does not mean that

many faithful members will not be
driven out of the church by unfaithful
pastors. This fact is clearly prophesied in
Scripture.

"Woe be unto the pastors that de-
stroy and scalter the sheep of my pas-
ture! saith the Lord. Therefore thus
saith the Lord God of Israel against
the pastors that feed my people; Ye
have scaltered my flock, and driven
them away, and have not visited them:
behold, I will visit upon you the evil
of your doings, saith the Lord."
Jeremiah 23:1-2

"My sheep wandered through all the
mountains, and upon every high hill:
yea, my flock was scaltered upon all the
face of the earth, and none did search or
seek aner them. Therefore, ye shep-
herds, hear the word of the Lord; as I
live, saith the Lord God, surely because
my flock became a prey, and my flock
became meat to every beast of the field,
because there was no shepherd, neither
did my shepherds search for my flock,
but the shepherds fed themselves, and
fed not my flock." Ezekiel 34:6-8

"They shall put you out of the syn-
agogues: yea, the time cometh, that
whosoever killeth you will think that he
doeth God service." John 16:2

But such faithful people will not
form a new denomination, for there is no
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mandate to do so. They still regard
themselves as Seventh-day Adventists,
though they may be forced to worship
outside a recognized Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church. But in faith they trust the
promises of the Word.

"And I will restore thy judges as at
the first, and thy counsellors as at the
beginning: afterward thou shalt be
called, The city of righteousness, the
faithful city." Isaiah 1:26

"And I will gather the remnant of
my flock out of all countries whither

1 have driven them, and will bring
them again to their folds; and they shall
be fruitful and increase. And I will set
up shepherds over them which shall
feed them: and they shall fear no more,
nor be dismayed, neither shall they be
lacking, saith the Lord." Jercmiah
23:3-4

"As a shepherd seeketh out his flock
in the day that he is among his sheep
that are scaltered; so will I seek out my
sheep, and will deliver them out of all
places where they have been scaltcrcd
in the cloudy and dark day." Ezekiel
34:12

"I will gather them that are sorrow-
ful for the solemn assembly, who are
of thee, to whom the reproach of it
was a burden. Behold, at that time I
will undo all that afflict thee: and I
will save her that halteth, and gather
her that was driven out; and I will get
thcm praise and fame in every land
where they have been put to shame."
Zephaniah 3:18-19

When all tares have been shaken out
of the body of believers by the end-time
persecution, God promises that He will
restore these faithful ones into one fold
with any faithful who have lost their
membership in the earthly church. All
form one perfect church. To these will be
added the tribes that have accepted the
everlasting gospel as proclaimed under
the power of the lalter rain. The church
now is purged of all its dross and is that

perfect church containing victorious
saints. The church triumphant has been
established. This church will pass,
without the failure of one member, the
greatest test to which any mortal being
could ever be subjected during the time
of Jacob's trouble.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church
never becomes Babylon, though multi-
tudes will leave the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church to join Babylon. Though
there have been tragic similarities be-
tween apostate Israel and Babylon,
never is apostate Israel called Babylon.
The Seventh-day Adventist Church con-
tains the depository of God's truth for
the end time, and though under much
altack, no other church has the right to
such claims. The pathway to salvation
can still be found in the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. It cannot be found in
the Roman Catholic Church. All who
ultimately are joined to Babylon will be
lost, and all who are ultimately joined to
the Seventh-day Adventist Church will
be saved.

Some feel free to declare that the
Seventh-day Adventist Church is no
longer God's church. If that were true,
then probation would have already
closed for the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. How can humans be confident
of this? When probation does close, no
one will know. This decision is God's,
not man's. Even in abject apostasy, God
did not forsake Judah.

"For Israel hath not been forsaken,
nor Judah of his God, of the Lord of
hosts; though their land was filled with
sin against the Holy One of Israe!."
Jeremiah 51:5
Neither has He forsaken the

Seventh-day Adventist Church, though
many within the church have no doubt
forsaken Him.

God is calling for each of us to be
faithful church members, so hid in
Christ that His life will become our life,
and His will our will. Then we can be
assurcd of His strength to carry us
through the shaking and the time of
Jacob's trouble. This is the time to make
God and His Word supreme so that the
church will be pcrfected and fulfill the
purposes that God has declared.

"That he might sanctify and cleanse
it with the washing of water by the word,
that he might present it to himself a
glorious church, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it
should be holy and without blemish."
Ephesians 5:26-27 0



OurWordS
THE right use of the power of speech

has to do with every line of Chris-
tian work; it enters into the home life,
and into all OUT intercourse with one
another. We should accustom ourselves
to speak in pleasant tones, to use pure,
correct language, and words that are
kind and courteous. Sweet, kindly words
are as dew and gentle showers to the
soul. The Scripture says of Christ that
grace was poured into His lips that He
might know "how to speak a word in
season to him that is weary." Isaiah
50:4. And the Lord bids us, "Let your
speech be alway with grace," "that it
may minister grace unto the hearers."
Colossians 4:6; Ephesians 4:29

In seeking to correct or reform
others, we should be very careful of our
words. They will be either a savor of life
unto life or of death unto death. In giving
reproof or counsel, many indulge in
sharp, severe speech, uttering words that
are not adapted to heal the wounded
soul. By these ill-advised expressions,
the spirit is chafed, and often the erring
ones are stirred to rebellion. All who
would advocate the principles of truth
need to receive the heavenly oil of love.
Under all circumstances reproof should
be spoken in love. Then our words will
reform, but not exasperate. Christ by His
Holy Spirit will supply the force and the
power. TItis is His work.

Corrupt Speech

Not one word is to be spoken unad-
visedly. No evil speaking, no frivolous
talk, no fretful repining or impure sug-
gestions, will escape the lips of him who
is following Christ. The apostle Paul,
writing by the Holy Spirit, says, "Let no
corrupt communication proceed out of
your mouth." Ephesians 4:29. A corrupt
communication does not mean only
words that are vile. It means any expres-
sion contrary to holy principles and
pure, undefiled religion. It includes im-
pure hints and covert insinuations of
evil. Unless instantly resisted, these lead
to great sin.

Upon every family, upon every in-
dividual Christian, is laid the duty of
barring the way against corrupt speech.
When in the company of those who
indulge in foolish talk, it is our duty to
change the subject of conversation if
possible. By the help of God we should
quietly drop words or introduce a sub-
ject that will turn the conversation into
profitable channels.

The Work of Parents

It is the work of parents to train their
children to proper habits of speech. The
very best school for this culture is the
home life. From the earliest years the

children should be taught to speak re-
spectfully and lovingly to their parents
and to one another. They should be
taught that only words of gentleness,
truth, and purity must pass their lips. Let
the parents themselves be daily learners
in the school of Christ. Then by precept
and example they can teach their chil-
dren the use of sound speech, that can
not be condemned. TItis is one of the
greatest and most responsible of their
duties.

Followers of Christ

As followers of Christ we should
make our words such as to be a help and
an encouragement to one another in the
Christian life. Far more than we do, we
need to speak of the precious chapters in
our experience. We should speak of the
mercy and lovingkindness ofGod, of the
matcWess depths of the Saviour's love.
Our words should be words of praise and
thanksgiving. If the mind and heart are
full of the love of God, this will be
revealed in the conversation. It will not
be a difficult matter to impart that which
enters into our spiritual life. Great
thoughts, noble aspirations, clear pcr-
ceptions of truth, unselfish purposes,
yearnings for piety and holiness, will
bear fruit in words that reveal the char-
acter of the heart treasure. When Christ

Ellen G. White
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Is your conversation free from levity, pride,
malice, deceit, and impurity? Are you without
guile before God? Words exert a telling power

is thus revealed in our speech, we shall
have power in winning souls to Him.

The chief requisite of language is
that it be pure and kind and true---"the
outward expression of an inward grace."
God says: "Whatsoever things are true,
whatsoever things are honest, what-
soever things 3fC just, whatsoever things
afC purc, whatsoever things are lovely,
whatsoever things are of good report; if
there be any virtue, and if there be any
praise, think on these things." Philippi-
ans 4:8. And if such are the thoughts,
such will be the expression.

All are to a great extent under the
innucncc of their own words. They act
out the sentiments expressed in their
words. Thus the government of the
tongue is closely bound up with personal
religion. Many are by their own words
led to believe that a wrong course is
right. Thoughts are expressed in words,
and the words react upon the thoughts,
and produce other words. The influence
is felt, not only upon oneself, but upon
others. n,e Lord God alone can undo the
mischievous result of unwise words.
Often an opinion or decision, having
been once expressed, will be acted upon,
though it may lead to an entirely wrong
course. The iron will changes not, be-
cause it would be too humiliating to
acknowledge oneself in error. The words
hastily spoken, to give vent to strong
feelings, produce their evil results in
hurting, wounding and bruising souls for
whom Christ"died. Satan is pleased, God
is dishonored, and many souls are ruined
by hastily spoken words.

Speak gently. Speak words of kind-
ness and uplifting; for this is the fruit
borne on the Christian tree. Overcome
all harshness. Rash speeches do much
harm to the souls of those who ulter
them and to the souls of those who hear.
Eternity alone will reveal how greatly
those who made these speeches needed
to humble their hearts and make confes-
sion to God.

Gossip reveals a lack of true culture
and refinement, and of true goodness of
heart; it unfits one both for the society of
the truly cultured and refined in this
world, and for association with the holy
ones of heaven.

We think with horror of the cannibal
who feasts on the still warm and trem-
bling flesh of his victim; but are the
results of even this practice more terrible
than arc the agony and ruin eaused by
misrepresenting motive, blackening rep-
utation, dissecting character?

"Death and life are in the power of
the tongue." Proverbs 18:21

In the Scriptures, backbiters are
classed with the haters of God, with
"inventors of evil things," with those
who are "without natural affection, im-
placable, unmerciful," "full of envy,
murder, debate, deceit, malignity." It is
"the judgment of God, that they which
commit such things are worthy of

death." Proverbs 1:30-31, 29, 32. He
whom God accounts a citizen of Zion is
he that "speakcth the truth in his heart";
"that backbiteth not with his tongue,"
"nor taketh up a reproach against his
neighbor." Psalm 15:2-3
God's Word condemns also the use

of those meaningless phrases and exple-
tives that border on profanity. It con-
demns the deceptive compliments, the
evasions of truth, the exaggerations, the
misrepresentations in trade, that are cur-
rent in society and in the business world.
"Let your speech be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay:
and whatsoever is more than these is of
the evil one." Malthew 5:37, RV

"As a mad man who casteth fire-
brands, arrows, and death, so is the man
that deceiveth his neighbor, and saith,
Am not I in sport?" Proverbs 26:18--19

Closely allied to gossip is the covert
insinuation, the sly innuendo, by which
the unelean in heart seek to insinuate the
evil they dare not openly express. Every
approaCh to these practices the youth
should be taught to shun as we would
shun the leprosy.

In the use of language there is per-
haps no error that old and young are
more ready to pass over lightly in them-
selves than hasty, impalient speech.
They think it a sufficient excuse to
plead, "I was off my guard, and did not
really mean what I said." But God's
Word does not treat it lightly. The scrip-
ture says:

"Seest thou a man that is hasty in his
words? there is more hope of a fool than
of him." Proverbs 29:20

"He that hath no rule over his own
spirit is like a city that is broken down,
and without walls." Proverbs 25:28

In one moment, by the hasty, pas-
sionate, careless tongue, may be wrought
evil that awhole lifetime's repentance can
not undo. Oh, the hearts that are broken,
the friends estranged, the lives wrecked,
by the harsh, hasty words of those who
might have brought help and healing!

"There is that speaketh like the
piereings of a sword: but the tongue of
the wise is health." Proverbs 12:18

"Who is awise man and endued with
knowledge among you? let him shew
out of a good conversation his works
with meekness of wisdom." James 3:13.
My brethren and sisters, how are you
employing the gift of speech? Have you
learned so to control the tongue that it
shall ever obey the dictates of an
enlightened conscience and holy affec-
tions? Is your conversation free from
levity, pride, malice, deceit, and impu-
rity? Are you without guile before God?
Words exert a telling power. Satan will,
if possible, keep the tongue active in his
service. Of ourselves we can not control
the unruly member. Divine grace is our
only hope.

Wherever there is purity of heart and
nobleness ofcharacter, it will be revealed in
purity and nobility of action and speech.

"He that loveth pureness of heart, for
the grace of his lips the king shall be his
friend." Proverbs 22:11 0

Signs of the Times, vol. 4, 374-376,
(February 22, March I, 1905)
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NO IS THE TIME
TO OBTAIN YOUR FAVORITE ART

In response to requests made by many faithful supporters,
we are now making available selected prints you have seen
over the years in Our Firm Foundation. Each print will be
signed by the artist. All proceeds will go to the support of the
printed page at Hope International. More prints will follow later.

o9Wfn3iis@!i;#:OlO

ART ORDER FORM
Mail order to:

Hope International
p.o. Box 940 • Eatonville, WA 98328

TY PICTURE #
NAME DONOR , _
ADDRESS _
ClTy STATE_ ZIP' _

1-----1-------1 TELEPHONE _

Total No. of pictures _
Subtotal _

15% Shipping _
Suggested
One signed print is $40.00
For each additional print $25.00

We know ou will he

Total _

home.
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ShowMe Thy Glory, II
POUClES, guidelines, regulations, and

laws, are common to mankind We
could easily trace them as far back as the
Code of Harnmurabi', which contained
282 laws to rule its ancient society; and as
each civilization has passed into history it
is obvious that its rulers have increased
their regulations to govern their subjects.

The same could be said about many
religions of the world, not only in an-
cient times but also today. "Why so
many regulations?" "Do we need them
all?" "Can we change them, improve
them or perhaps abolish them?" These
are questions that people have asked
through the centuries, not only in the
political, social and econontic fields but
even in their religious life.

Contrary to the Code ofHammurabi,
with its 282 laws written on stone, the
Lord gave only ten laws, which are a
reflection of His character, to rule the
moral life of the children of Israel.

Sad to say, "The minds of the people,
blinded and debased by slavery and
heathenism, were not prepared to appre-
ciate fully the far-reaching principles of
God's ten precepts. That the obligations
of the Decalogue ntight be more fully
understood and enforced, additional pre-
cepts were given, illustrating and apply-
ing the principles of the Ten
Commandments.... Unlike the Ten
Commandments, they were delivered
privately to Moses, who was to com-
municate them to the people.'''

Truly, the Scriptures do not en-
courage anarchy but rather command us:
"Let all things be done decenUy and in
order," "For God is not the author of
confusion." 1 Corinthians 14:40,33. It is
also truth that firmly condemns any
human attempt to impose man-made
regulations (like traditions) that add a
burden to the spiritual life of God's
people. See Matthew 15:1-20. Further-
more, when the Jerusalem council took
place, the aposUe Peter rose up to say:
"Now therefore why tempt ye God, to
put a yoke upon the neck of the dis-
ciples, which neither our fathers nor we
were able to bear?" Acts 15:10

And so it has been all through the
ages. Men have added false and unnec-
essary regulations one aner another as
did the Pharisees, supposedly to please
the Lord. The enemy of our souls, as
always, also has brought distortion to the
true significance of God's laws and re-
quirements (as in the sacrificial system),
making Him look like a tyrant and a
bloodthirsty gOd. And what is worse, the
people who were chosen to refiect God's
character to heathen nations became rep-
resentatives of Satan. "The very priests
who ministered in the temple had lost
sight of the significance of the service
they performed. They had ceased to look
beyond the symbol to the thing signified.
In presenting the sacrificial offerings
they were as actors in a play.")

Centuries before, the Old Testament
prophets, dealing with this perversion
and spiritual blindness of church leaders
and people as well, had said: "They eat
up the sin of my people, and they set
their heart on their iniquity." Hosea 4:8.
Instead of teaching and helping the sin-
ners to understand God's character and
how they could stop thcir evil ways by
His power and avoid the slaying of
innocent victims, they were setting their
heart on their iniquity, in order to eat the
meat they were entitled to have by virtue
of their office. See Leviticus 6:25-26,29

The prophet Isaiah also addressed
the same problem of distortion in the
sacrificial system:

"To what purpose is the multitude of
your sacrifices unto me? saith the Lord:
I am full of the burnt offerings of rams,
and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight
not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs,
or of he goats.... Wash you, make you
clean, put away the evil of your doillgs
from before mine eyes; cease to do evil,-
learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve
the oppressed, judge the fatherless,---------1 Preston Monterrey1---------
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Do we possess the same spirit of James and
John in asking the Lord's permission to
command fire to fall from heaven and consume
those who have rejected the Lord?

plead for the widow." Isaiah 1:11, 16-
17; emphasis supplied in all quotations
And Micah also joined in the same

pleading and exhortation saying: "Will
the Lord be pleased with thousands of
rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of
oil? shall I give my fustbom for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for
the sin ofmy soul? He hath shewed thee,
aman, what is good; and what doth the
Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and
to love mercy, and to walk hwnbly with
thy God?" Micah 6:7-8

Hosea was also compelled to write:
"For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice;
and the knowledge of God more than
butnt offering." Hosea 6:6
"To love mercy," "to desire mercy."

Why these requirements? Would not it
be easier to bring an offering, to pay
tithe, to teach the Sabbath school, to sing
songs, to write religious articles or make
videos, than to love mercy by loving our
enemies, doing good to them that hate
us, and praying for those that despite-
fully use us and persecute us? Yes, it
would be, but the prophet tells us that to
know God is more important. That is not
to say that the former is not important.
You may ask why. Simply because as we
learn to know Him better, by beholding
the attributes of His character, and the
infinite resources of mercy and right-
eousness that He has placed within our
reach, we will be motivated, inspired
and fortified to act upon His commands,
which are also enablings. To obtain a
saving, personal, and dynamic knowl-
edge of God will also give us the moral
strength to defeat Satan and his host, but
"whosoever sinneth hath not seen him,
neither known him." Therefore let us
"Awake to righteousness, and sin not;
for some have not the knowledge of
God." 1 John 3:6; 1 Corinthians 15:34

When we desire mercy, we are partak-
ing ofoneofthe attributes ofGod, "because
he delighteth in mercy." Thus through the
prophet Ezekiel, He said: ''Have I any
pleasure at all that the wicked should die?
saith the Lord God: and not that he should
retum from his ways, and live?" "For I have
no pleasure in the death of him that dieth,
saith the Lord God: wherefore turn your-
selves, and live ye." Micah 7:18; Ezekiel
18:23,32
Mercy was one of God's attributes

revealed to Moses on Mount Horeb.
"When Moses besought God to show
him His glory, the Lord passed by before
him, and proclaimed, 'The Lord, the
Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-

suffering, andabwrdant in goodness and
keeping mercy for thousands, for-

giving iniquity and transgression and
sin, and that will by no means clear the
guilty.' It grieves the heart ofGod, as our
Father, to let justice smite. He 'suffereth
long and is kind.' While men are hard-
hearted, condemnatory, and willing to
abandon the one who needs help that his
soul may be saved from death, the
Father, with heart filled with love for the
sinner, opens His arms, and says, 'Child,
come back to Me.' If the Lord were not
full ofmercy and abundont in goodness,
we should not be the subjects of His
grace and love todoy. He pardons abun-
dantly. He entreats the sinner to confess
his sin, to come to Him and accept
forgiveness. It 4

Are we condemning our family and
church members and trying to be their
conscience? Are we forcing them to
enter into an experience in which they
do not feel convicted as we arc, in
matters such as health or dress reform? I
have made that mistake and have
learned much from it. Pretending to have
the "perfect family," and seeking its
recognition from fellow church mem-
bers, I brought much stress upon my
family. I was usurping the work of the
Holy Spirit in bringing conviction to the
soul (it was more than just lovingly
sharing a serious concern). I also made
selfish efforts to mold my loved one by
force and guilt to my way of thinking

and behavior. And all just to be con-
sidered a pioUS person, worthy of praise.
But I thank God for delivering me from
this pharisaical attitude. By beholding
the beauty of His character, He taught
me and inspired me to love, to develop a
Christian tolerance, to respect individu-
ality as a sacred trust, to pray more and
complain less. In the end, mercy tri-
umphed after changing first my life, and
then convicting my family member by
the Holy Spirit, a conviction that has
lasted.

Sometimes, as we let the Lord bring
correction upon ow dear ones, we will
be tempted to get impatient and angry,
but are we following His footsteps when
we get angry because divine judgments
do not fall on those we think do not
deserve God's mercy? Do we possess
the same spirit of James and John in
asking the Lord's permission to com-
mand fire to fall from heaven and con-
sume those who have rejected the Lord?
If we do, certainly out Master will re-
buke us: "Ye know not what manner of
spirit ye are of. For the Son ofman is not
come to destroy men's lives, but to save
them." Luke 9:55-56. Let us learn from
Jonah's experience.

"When Jonah learned of God's put-
pose to spare the city that, notwithstand-
ing its wickedness, had been led to
repent in sackcloth and ashes, he should
have been the first to rejoice because of
God's amazing grace; but instead he
allowed his mind to dwell upon the
possibility of his being regarded as a
false prophet. Jealous of his reputation,
he lost sight of the infinitely greater
value of the souls in that wretched city.
The compassion shown by God toward
the repentant Ninevites 'displeased
Jonah exceedingly, and he was very
angry.' 'Was not this my saying,' he
inquired of the Lord, 'when I was yet in
my country? Therefore I fled before unto
Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a
gracious God, and merciful, slow to

anger, and of great kindness, and re-
pentest thee of the evil.' Jonah 4: 1-2" ,

God forbid that we may become so
jealous of our reputation as to let people
perish rather than risk being considered
false disciples of Christ.

It is true that "many hearts continue
in indifference, careless, and unim-
pressed by the provisions of God's
grace. Shall we who claim to be Chris-
tians make no effort to break the spell
which Satan has cast upon these souls?
Shall we let them go on in hardness of
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Our work should be one of interceding and
pleading as did Moses and Daniel, in behalf of
God's people, regardless of how undeserving
they may be of His mercies

heart, without God, and without hope in
the world?-No; although every appeal
we may make may be slighted and
refused, we canllol cease to pray for
them and to make tender entreaty for
their souls. We must do all we can,
through the aid of God's Holy Spirit, to
break down the bartiers by which they
have sought to make themselves im-
pregnable to the light of God's truth. We
must seek to open their eyes to their
blindness, to loose them from the cap-
tivity of Satan. ''6

Nevertheless, some critics may say,
"This last statement about 'we cannot
cease to pray for them' is referting to the
people in the world, and should not be
applied to people involved in apostasy
and rebelling against God's plain light."
To the first part of this objection I could
say, Yes, friend, that's right! I have some
reservation, however, accepting without
biblieal support the idea that it cannot
apply also to those in apostasy.

First, when the people of Israel re-
qucsted a king, God was angry because
they dcmanded onc. "He gave them a
king in his wrath. Vet he bade Samuel to
tell [light is givcn] the people faithfully
the manner of thc kings of the nations
around thcm; that they would not be as a
judge of difficullies of church and State,
to instruct them in the ways of the Lord,
like their rulers....

But the people would not receive the
advice [light is rejected] of Samuel, and
continued to demand a king.... Here
God granted to rebellious Israel that
which would prove a heavy curse to
them, because they would not submit to
have the Lord rule for them.... [And
when Israel experienced an exhibition of
His displeasure] 'And all the pcoplc said
unto Samuel, Pray for thy servants unto
the Lord thy God, that we die not; for we
have added unto all our sins this evil, to
ask us a king.' Samuel sought to en-
courage the people, that allhough they
had sinned, yet if they from that time
followed the Lord, He would not forsake
them, for His great name's sake.
'Moreover, as for mc, God forbid tltat I
should sin against tire Lord in ceasing to
pray for you; but I will teach you the
good and the right way. Only fear the
Lord, and serve him in truth with all
your heart; for consider how great things
he hath done for you. But if ye shall still
do wickedly ye shall be consumed, both
ye and your king.' 1 Samuel 12:23'"

Our work should be one of intcr-
ceding and pleading as did Moses and
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Daniel, in behalf of God's people, re-
gardless of how undeserving thcy may
be of His mercies. Yes, dear friend, we
ought to pray for one another and even
for those who despitefully use us and
pcrsecute us (see Matthew 5:44) unless
we are told by divine revelation to stop
doing so, as was Jeremiah who had a
prophetic call to office. See Jeremiah
7:1-16. Our human inability to read
thc hcarts of people, along with our
lack of profoundly searching and
measuring God's patience, disqualifies
us for knowing when the time of pro-
bation has closed for a particular per-
son or a group of persons who we think
may have gone bcyond God's merciful

boundaries. Things of this nature only
the Lord can reveal to one of His
prophets.

As I study the ministry of intercession,
I am inspired by Moses' intercession.

"Moses desired to understand the
character of God, and he prayed, '[
beseech thee, show me thy glory. And he
said, I will make all my goodness pass
before thee, and I will proclaim the
name of the Lord before thee; and will
be gracious to whom I will be gracious,
and will show mercy on whom I will
show mercy.' "8

"The Lord Himself dcclares His
character that Satan has malignanlly set
in a false light. He has revcaled Himself
as 'The Lord, The Lord God, merciful
and gracious, long-suffering, and abun-
dant in goodness and truth, keeping
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity
and transgression and sin.' What
stronger or more tender language could
have been employed than He has chosen
in which to express His love toward us?
He declares: 'Can a woman forget her
sucking child, that she should not have
compassion on the son of her womb?
yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget
thee.' " 9

"It was upon his knowledge of the
long-sufferance of Jehovah and of His

infinite love and mercy, that Moses
based his wonderful plea for the life of
Israel when, on the borders ofthe Prom-
ised Land, they refused to advance in
obedience to the command of God. At
the height oftheir rebellion the Lord had
declared, 'J will smite them with the
pestilence, and disinherit them;' and He
had proposed 10 make of the descend-
ams of Moses ta greater nation and
mightier than they.' Numbers 14:12. BII/
the prophet pleaded the marvelousprov-
idences andpromises ofGod ill behalfof
the chosen lIatioll. " 10

Second, to ccase praying for some-
one we think has reached a point at
which we feel impressed it is worthless

to pray for him is to show a lack of this
divine attribute, mercy.

"God has given to men a declaration
of His character, and of His method of
dealing with sin. 'The Lord God, merci-
ful and gracious, long-suffering and
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity
and transgression and sin, and that will
by no means clear the guilty.' Exodus
34:6-7. 'AU the wieked will he destroy.'
'The transgressors shall be destroyed
together: the end of the wicked shall be
cul off.' Psalms 145:20; 37:38. The
power and authority of the divine
govcrnment will bc employcd to put
down rebellion; yet all the manifesta-
tions of re/ribwive justice will be per·
[ectly consistem with the character o[
God as a merciful, long-suffering,
benevolem being. " II

Retributive justiee and mercy, though
opposites, find perfect balance in the
wonderful God whom we worship. And
for the Christian, "mercy is an attribute
that the human agcnt may share with God,
thus co-operating with Him. Mercy is
kind, pitiful. Mcrcy and the love of God
purify the soul and beautify the heart,
cleansing the life from selfishncss.""

But what about you and me? I admit
that "to hate and reprove sin, and at the



The exercise of mercy in our daily relations
with one another is one of the most effective
means of attaining perfection of character, for
only those who walk with Christ can be truly
merciful

same time to show pity and tenderness
for the sinner, is a difficult attainment."13
But "While you seek to administer jus-
tice, remember that she has a twin sister,
which is mercy. The two stand side by
side and should not be separated."" And
"With those who dare to deal without
mercy, God will deal as they have dealt
with those who besought them for aid."
"You would better err, if you err at all,
on the side of mercy and forbearance
than that of intolerance. lllS

"We should remember that aU make
mistakes; even men and women who
have had years of experience sometimes
err. But God does not cast them off
because of their errors; to every erring
son and daughter of Adam He gives the
privilege of another trial. The true fol-
lower of Jesus manifests a Christlike
spirit toward his erring brother. Instead
of speaking in condemnation, he re-
members the words, 'He which convert-
eth the sinner from the error of his way
shall save a soul from death, and shall
hide a multitude of sins' (James 5:20).

"In the church militant men will be
ever in Ileed of res/oration from the
results of sin. The one who in some
respects is superior to another is in other
respects inferior to him. Every human
being is subject to temptation and in
need of brotherly interest and sympathy.
The exercise ofmercy in our daily rela-
tions Wilh olle another is one ofthe most

e[[eclivemealls o[allaillillgper[eclioll o[
character, for only those who walk with
Christ can be truly merciful. "16

At times, when we are discouraged
as we see the tide of apostasy increasing
overwhelmingly wilhin the church mili-
tant' we may feel impressed to stop
interceding in behalf of a brother or
sister involved in it, and think that there
is no hope for restoration. Let us be
careful how we handle our impressions,
because "impressions and feelings are
no sure evidencc that a person is led by
the Lord. Satan will, if he is unsus-

peeled, give feelings and impressions.
These are not safe guides. All should
thoroughly acquaint themselves with the
evidences of OUT faith."17

"The Lord requires His people to use
their reason, and not lay it aside for
impressions. His work will be intel-
ligible to all His children. His teaching
will be such as will commend itself to
the underslanding of intelligent minds. It
is calculated to elevate the mind.""

Furthermore, "Those who love God
and desire with all their hearts to keep His
commandmenls, will be directed by Him.
God would not have them depend on any
man to be conscience for them. He who
accepts all the ideas and impressions of
unbalanced minds will become confused
and bewildered. II is Satan's object to
divert the allention from the third angel's
message to side issues, that minds and
hearts that should be growing in grace and
in the knowledge of the truth, may be
dwarfed and enfecbled, so that God may
not be glorified by thcm."19

Finally brethrcn, "We are called to
reprcsent to the world the character of
God as it was revealed to Moses....
This is the fruit that God desires from
His people. In the purity of Iheir charac-
ters, in the holiness of their lives, in their
mercy and loving-kindness and compas-
sion, they are to demonstrate that the
'law of the Lord is perfect, converting
the soul.' Psalm 19:7." 20

"There is a work for us to do. We
must begin here to cultivate the meek-
ness of Christ. There are stern ballies for
us to fight against our traits of character
which lead us to err in decisions that will
make il hard and unfavorable for olhers.
This is giving advantage to the enemy.
We are not commended for a zeal that
savors of Phariseeism, for this is not of
Christ. We should nol go to an extreme
in false charily, neither of unbending
severity in cases where kindness and
mercy and love would have a telling
power." 21

This article may appear in the minds
of some friends, and in spite of an honest
allempt by the author to avoid it, as an
unbalanced presentation, and as bending
too much on the side of mercy and love,
and thus eclipsing God's justice. But I
would kindly and respectfully request
from you, dear reader, a little mercy and
patience as you wait for the continuation
of this important and solcmn sludy.

As we close this section in our study
of God's character, let us meditate on the
following inspircd and timely state-
ments:

"The Lord is waiting to be gracious
to His people, to give them an increased
knowledgc of His paternal characler, of
His goodness, mercy, and love. He waits
to show them His glory; and if they
follow on to know the Lord, they shall
know that His goings forth arc prcparcd
as the morning." 22

"The life of Christ was a life charged
wilh a divine message of the love of
God, and He longed intensely to impart
this love to others in rich measure. Com-
passion beamed from His countenance,
and His conduct was characlcrized by
grace and humility, love and truth. Every
member of His church mj/iw/lt must
manifest the same qualities, if he would
join the church triumphant. "2.1 0
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CampMeeting 1992
is coming soon (August 12-16). Please plan to join us.
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First Meeting
Wednesday
7:30p.M.

If you plan to attend the EatonviJJe camp meeting, and wish to Slay 011 our growuis,
you are more than welcome. We ask that you write or caJJ to make a reservation. We
do not expect a shortage of room, but we need to have this information in order to
make the best use of our facilities. 'MIter and restrooms will be available at seve.ral
locations on the grounds. There will be limited shower facilities, but hookups for
water, sewer, and electricity are not available. Please plan on a real campmeeting.
As usual, therewill be no eharge for staying on our campus, but we cannot provide
either lodging or food except in very unusual cireumslances. Please do not take it for
granted that we will be able to provide special services for those who need them.
Instead, please caJJ and let us know what your needs are. We will do our
best to accommodate all who desire to attend, but, unfortunately, there are
limits to what our staffcan undertake during the hustle and bustle ofcamp
meeting.
If you do not plan to stay on our grounds, you need not
make a reservation with us.
Speakers will include

• Ron Spear
• Clark Floyd
• Colin Standish
• Ray de Carlo
• Jim Hohnberger
• Dave Harding
• Dwight Hall

Hope International
P.O. Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328
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