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I T is becoming more evident every
year that there is a very serious prob-

lem in the attempt of our church to
complete the great gospel commission
in the setting of the three angels' mes-
sages and the cleansing of the sanctuary
message. We are very grateful to God
for pastors and workers around the
world who still believe in the gift of
prophecy and Ellen White, and are
preaching victory over sin in thc setting
of the three angels' messages and the
cleansing of the sanctuary, who are
teaching our people how to prepare for
the time of trouble and eternity. Many
are confirming with us by phone and by
letter their support for Our Firm Faun·
datioll magazine and what it stands for.

But tragically, many of our people
and workers do not understand these
important messages that have made our
church distinct from the churches of
Babylon and from the world. And there
is now an attempt to placate our Protes-
tant friends and even the Catholics by
assuring them that we arc truly "Evan-
gelicals." Many of our pastors partici-
pating in local ministerial associations
find it very difficult to give the impor-
tanl warning in Revelation 14:9-12. The
cleansing of the sanctuary in heavcn
cannot be finished until God has a
people on earth who believe that they
can slop sinning by the power of the
Holy Spirit and co-operate with Him in
that cleansing. When God has people
around the world who avail themselves
of the Holy Spirit's power, and their sins
no longer pollute the sanctuary above,
there will be a great demonstration
around the world of what God can do in
fallen human beings. Sec Evangelism,
196. Thcy will be totally submissive to
God and His righteous law. See The
Failh I Live By, 114. God will then have
a pure church, and the loud cry will be
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given by the outpouring of the long-
awaited latter rain.

At the present time God is shaking the
church, its laity, pastors, and leaders, and
only those who are totally obedient to
present truth and God's plans will sur-
vive the shaking. The shaking begins by
false theories being taught in our schools,
publications and from the pulpits of our
chwches. See Testimonies to Millisters,
112, 409-410. In the second phase, God
answers by raising up men and women to
give the straight testimony to the church.
See Teslimonies, vol. 1, 181-187; Early
Wrilings, 270

The third phase of the shaking-pcr-
secution in the church from within and
without-begins at the same time as the
sccond phasc. "There is another and
marc important question that should en-
gage the attcntion of the churches of
today. 11,e apostle Paul declares that 'all
that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall
suffer persecution.' 2 Timothy 3:12. Why
is it, then, that persecution seems in a
great degree to slumber? The only rcason
is that the church has conformed to the
world's standard and therefore awakens
no opposition. TIle religion which is
current in our day is not of the pure and
holy character that marked the Christian
faith in the days of Christ and His apos-
tles. It is only because of the spirit of
compromise with sin, because the great
truths of the Word ofGod are so indiffer-
ently regarded, because there is so little
vital godliness in the church, that Chris-
tianity is apparently so popular with the
world. Let there be a revival of the faith
and power of the early church, and the
spirit of persecution will be revivcd, and
the fires of persecution will be re-
kindled." The Grear COllll'oversy, 48

Throughout thc ages of the church's
history, when apostasy had taken charge
of the church and its leaders and His
people, God responded with the straight
testimony given by men who were not
afraid to be counled as God's mes-
sengers. There was Elijah, Jeremiah,
Isaiah, Ezekiel, John the Baptist, and
then Christ Himself to name a few. They

were persecuted, imprisoned, and some·
times slain by the the church because of
their strong testimony.

On the Mount of Olives, Christ wept
over His church because of their apos-
tasy. "Wherefore, behold, I send unto you
prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and
some of them ye shall kill and crucify;
and some of them shall ye scourge in
your synagogues, and persecute them
from city to city: that upon you may
come all the righteous blood shed upon
the earth, from the blood of righteous
Abel unto the blood of zacharias son of
Barachias, whom ye slew between the
temple and the altar. Verily I say unto
you, All these things shall come upon tllis
generation. 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou
that killest the prophets, and stonestthem
wllich are sent unto thee, how often
would I have gathered thy children to-
gether, even as a hen gathcrcth her chick-
ens under her wings, and ye would not!
Behold, your house is left unto you deso-
late." Matthew 23:34-38

We are told by the Lord's messenger,
Ellen White, that we have been repeat-
ing the history of the ancient church. "I
have been shown that the spirit of the
world is fast leavening the church. You
are following the same path as did an-
cient Israel. There is the same falling
away from your holy calling as God's
peculiar people. You are having fellow-
ship with the unfruitful works of dark-
ness. Your concord with unbelievers has
provoked the Lord's displeasure. You
know not the things that belong to your
peace, and they are fast being hid from
your eyes. Your negieci to follow the
light will place you in a more un-
favorable position than the Jews upon
whom Christ pronounced a woe." Tes-
timonies, vol. 5, 75-76

"All I can say to you is: Thke up the
light which God has given you and fol-
low it at any cost to yourselves. This is
your only safety. You have a work to do
to come into harmony, and may the Lord
help you to do it even if self is crucified.
Gather up the rays of light that have been

Continued on 27
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Cowards and Heroes

now limit the power of God to do some-
tiling for us individually and corporately
as well?

This experience was one of the many
spiritual crises that God's people en-
countered. Fortunately, the Lord has
mercifully had light bearers who, in
spite of thick spiritual darkness, have
reflected the glory (character) of their
Maker by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Caleb was one of these light bearers.
When the church of his day faced a
crisis, he "comprehended the situation,
and, bold to stand in defense of the word
of God, he did all in his power to
counteract the evil influence of his un-
faithful associates." Ibid.

If it had not been for the intervention
of the Lord of hosts, they (Joshua and
Caleb) would have been stoned. These
brave men valued the honor and glory of
God as supreme and did not hesitate to
expose themselves to the danger of
losing their lives.

We do not find such examples in
Holy Writ only. We could also mention
Martin Luther, John Huss, the
denses, and others. All of them rose
above unbelief, discouragement, and
cowardice and left for us a tremendous
legacy of faith and obedience.

We can also find this type of men
within Adventism. M. L. Andreasen is
only one of them who, in the midst of the
religious crisis of his day (during the
1950s), kept himself faithful and firm to
the historical Seventh-day Adventist
teachings. For those who may not be
acquainted with what took place, at this
time, our leadership, trying to obtain the
acceptance of the Evangelical churches,
held meetings with two prominent Evan-
gelical leaders-Waller Martin and
Donald Grey Barnhouse. The price paid
for this aceptance was very high, for we
compromised some of our fundamental
teaChings held for nearly one hundred
years. And as a partial consequence of
the new theological position taken, a
door was opened lhrough which a train
of evils has come into the church.

In each of the cases described above,
we see there have been men who, fiUed
with a spirit of holy boldness and
bravery, overcame the mediocrity and
the cowardice of many who had the
opportunity to do something in favor of
truth, but because of fear of censure,
shame, and ridicule preferred to remain
silent. "Soldiers in the army of Jesus
Christ have turned cowards before rid-
iCllle, and Satan has worked through

r

and the mighty power of God, so often
manifested in behalf of the chosen na-
tion, was forgotten. The people did not
wait to reflect; they did nol reason that
He who had brought them thus far would
certainly give them the land; they did not
call to mind how wonderfully God had
delivered them from their oppressors,
cutting a path through the sea and de-
stroying the pursuing host of Pharaoh.
They left God out of the question, and
acted as though they must depend solely
on the power of arms. In their unbelief
they limited the power of God." Patri-
archs alld Prophets, 388

What a lragedy! And the price that
they had to pay for their unbelief! Do we

IPreston Monterrey I

1
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"Of all tho sins that I COIllf, :,;nce
my yuuth. 1101,': '!J tiCCiJl:Y OJ, :ny rni:"ld
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CU1.:lf. th( ·:,,>f all,",....r .,. ....

THE twelve spies had returned from
their espionage mission into their

enemy's territory. Their Commander in
ellief-the Lord of Hosts-llad given
tilem plain evidence of His power, and
had also ensured an overwhelming
viclory over their foes. But as Israel
listened to lhe report of these secret
agents, they became discouraged and
perplexed before the challenge and the
apparent difficulties that they had to face.

"Hope and courage gave place to
cowardly despair, as the spies uttered the
sentiments of lheir unbelieving hearts,
which were filled with discouragement
prompted by Satan. Their unbelief cast a
gloomy shadow over the congregation,
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Never for one moment should the impression be
given to anyone that it would be for his profit to
hide his faith and doctrines from the unbelieving
people of the world, fearing that he may not be so
higWy esteemed if his principles are known

cold, unconsecrated professors of his
name, to intimidate those with the
weapon of jest, who never would have
been turned from their loyalty to God if
the rack, the stake, the dungeon, and
death alone had threatened them." The
Home Missionary, August 1, 1894. All
emphasis supplied
"Never let him who is named as a

child of God, meet another who differs
with him in his religious faith with a
spirit of ridicule. This was the spirit the
persecutors of Protestants had when
dealing with those whom they termed
'heretics.' They could not show where
dissenters were in error from 'the law
and the testimony,' and therefore they
resorted to ridicule, and some of the
faithful found it more difficult to bear a
sneert than to face their enemies in open
conflict." Ibid.

"Never for one moment should the
impression be given to anyone that it
would be for his profit to hide his faith and
doctrines from the unbelieving people of
the world, fearing that he may not be so
highly esteemed if his principles are
known. Christ requires from all His fol-
lowers open, manly confession of faith.
Each must take his position and be what
God designed he should be, a spectacle to
the world, to angels and to men. The
whole universe is looking with inex-
pressible interest to see the closing work
of the great controversy between ChriS!
and Satan.... Never, from cowardice or
worldly policy, let rhe truth of God be
placed ill the backgrowld." III Heavenly
Places, 363

Because "Nothing is gained by
cowardice or by fearing to let it be
known that we are God's command-
ment-keeping people. Hiding our light,
as if ashamed of our faith, will result
only in disaster." Testimonies, vol. 5,
527. "One man's cowardice or treachery
may bring disaster upon the entire
army." Gospel Workers, 85. It is then
understandable why with ancient Israel
the military officers were required by
law to ask the people: "What man is
there that is fearful and fainthearted?"
And if there was any, they "let him go
and return unto his house, lest his
brethren's heart faint as weU as his
heart." Deuteronomy 20:8

Yes, cowardice or fear can play an
important role in leading us to a spiritual
disaster, both individually and as a
church. By the cowardice of the church
in Jerusalem, Paul's ministty (in free-
dom) was shortened. The Acts of the

Apostles, 404. Therefore, to understand
how these feelings or attitudes originate
in the human heart and what we can do
to have victory over them, deserves our
time and undivided attention.

Could it be that the precarious and
difficult condition (near-disaster or per-
haps in ill of our homes, and also of our
educational, medical, evangelistic, and
administrative systems, may be related
to the "hiding of our light, as if ashamed
of our faith?" I invite the reader to
ponder honestly this question and to
prayerfully ask the Lord which line of
action must be taken.

According to the servant of the Lord,
"A half service, loving the world, loving
self, loving frivolous amusements,
makes a timid, cowardly servant; he
follows Christ a great way off." The
Advemisl Home, 431

Peer pressure, the fear of ridicule or
of being rejected by the majority can also
be a factor in leading us to waver in our
principles and to take a cowardly escape.
But" 'When sinners entice thee, consent
thou not.' See Proverbs 1:10. Do they
sneeringly call you a coward, teU them
that if it is cowardly to fear to do wrong,
then you are a coward. The bravery that
is evinced in sacrificing principle, for
fear ofridicule, is a low, satanic spirit that
you should ever hold in contempt." Signs
of the Times, vol. 1, 371. "Even our
friends will oppose us, and we shall have
to meet scornful sneers, because we ven-

ture to choose the better way. Our mo-
tives will be misjudged, and even our
character and habits maligned. But 'ye
have not yet resisted unto blood, striving
against sin.' Hebrews 12:4. We have an
incessant strife, but is not the reward at
the end of the conflict worthy of all the
labor? Will not the eternal weight of
glory more than compensate for every
wound, every grief, every sorrow? Will
not every sacrifice bring returns in treas-
ures that are without price?" Ibid., Sep-
tember 7, 1891

"I warn you to stand firm, and never
do a wrong action rather than be called a
coward. Allow no taunts, no threats, no
sneering remarks, to induce you to vio-
late your conscience in the least particu-
lar, and thus open a door whereby Satan
can come in and control the mind."
FUlldamemalsofChristian Education, 93

It is easy, in the situation of religious
crisis in which we presently live, to adopt
a position of silence, timidity and
cowardice, while apostasy and error
deepen and strengthen their roots within
our ranks, but we should not forget that
such must not be the line of action of
Christ's followers. See Review andHer-
aId, vol. 4, 298. "The Lord will not
accept cowards in His army.... Christ's
foUowers must stand ready to serve Him
at all times and in every way that may be
required....Many have tried neutrality
in a crisis, bw they have failed in their
purpose. No one can maintain a neutral
growld. ... Those who begin their Chris-
tian life by being half and half, whatever
may be their intentions, will at last be
found enlisted on the enemy's side. Dou-
bleminded men and women are Satan's
best allies. Whatever favorable opinion
they may have of themselves, they are
dissemblers. AU who are loyal to God
and the truth must stand firmly for the
right because it is right." This Day With
God, 240
"A double minded man is unstable in

aU his ways." James 1:8

"There are many who would serve
Christ provided they could serve them-
selves also. But this cannot be. The Lord
will not accept cowards in His army.
There can be no dissembling. Christ's
foUowers must stand ready to serve Him
at aU times and in every way that may be
required. God will accept only true-
hearted, level-headed, aU-round men.
'He that is not with me is against me,'
Christ declared; 'and he that gathereth
not with me scattereth abroad' (Matthew
12:30)." Ibid.
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The highest evidence of nobility in a Christian
is self-control. He who can stand unmoved
amid a storm of abuse is one of God's heroes

Probably some may believe that by
not participating in those actions that
they do not approve, they will not be
apostates, and consequently are free of
any accountability and danger; but this
thinking is false. "When existing evils
are not met and checked, because men
have too little courage to reprove wrong,
or because they have too little interest or
are too indolent to tax their own powers
in putting forth earnest efforts to purify
the family or the church of God, they are
accountable for the evil which may re-
sult in consequence of negIectto do their
duty." Testimonies, vol. 4, 516

Furthermore, "If God abhors one sin
above another, of which His people are
guilty, it is doing nothing in case of an
emergency. Indifference and neutrality
in a religious crisis is regarded ofGod as
a grievous crime and equal to the very
worst type of hostility against God."
Ibid., vol. 3, 281. See also Prophets and
Kings, 148

I am ashamed to write this, but
"There are those who will not make a
charge upon the enemy when required of
God to do so. They will do nothing until
others have fought the battle and gained
the victory for them, and then they are
ready to share the spoils. How much can

God count upon such soldiers? They are
accounted as cowards in His cause. This
class, I saw, gained no experience for
themselves in regard to warfare against
sin and Satan. They were more inclined
to fight against the faithful soldiers of
Christ than against Satan and his host.
Had they girded on the armor and
pressed into the battle, they would have
gained a valuable experience which it
was their privilege to have. But they had
no courage to contend for the right, to
venture something in the warfare, and to
learn how to attack Satan and take his
strongholds.... Those who will not
venture and expose themselves to cen-
sure will stand all prepared to watch
those who do bear responsibilities, and

will be ready, if there is a semblance of
chance, to find fault with them and
injure them if they can." Testimonies,
vol. 3, 316

The servant of the Lord could well
address again the question asked in the
past: "Where are the soldiers of the cross
of Christ? Let the God-fearing, the
honest, the single-hearted, who look
steadfastly to the glory of God, prepare
themselves for the battle against error.
There are too many faint, cowardly
hearts in this hour of spiritual conflict.
Oh, that out of weakness they may be
made strong, and wax valiant in fight,
and put to flight the armies of the al-
iens!" Christian Service, 97

Yes, there is hope. We call transform
our cowardice into strength and
heroism. "Every man can be a man, a
whole man. By patient, thoughtful ef-
fort, put forth with zeal and energy, all
may overcome cowardice." Manuscript
Release, vol. 11, 79. See also Manu-
script Release, vol. 18, 291. Such were
the experience and example of the apos-
tle Peter. When Peter's trial took place in
the very room and before some of those
very men where weeks before he denied
his Lord, Peter "had an opportunity of
redeeming his cowardice.... Since his

fall he had been converted. He was no
longer proud and boastful, but modest
and self-distrusful. He was filled with
the Holy Spirit, and by the help of this
power he was resolved to remove the
stain of his apostasy by honoring the
name he had once disowned." The Acts
of the Apostles, 62-63

Jerome, a disciple of John Huss, the
Bohemian reformer, is another example
of those who by God's powerful grace
have overcome cowardice. When
Jerome ''thought of the courage and
fidelity of Huss, and in contrast
pondered upon his own denial of the
truth. He thought of the divine Master
whom he had pledged himself to serve,
and who for his sake endwed the death

of the cross.... He knew that still other
retractions must be made before he
could be at peace with Rome. The path
upon which he was entering could end
only in complete apostasy. His resolu-
tion was taken: Th escape a brief period
of SUffering he would not deny his Lord.
... He renounced his former recantation
and, as a dying man, solemnly required
an opportunity to make his defense."
The Great COll/roversy, 111-112

Thus, he became a hero of the faith.
Jerome's repentance and bravery are
clearly seen as we recall his words: "Of
all the sins that I have committed since
my youth, none weigh so heavily on my
mind, and cause me such poignant re-
morse, as that which I committed in this
fatal place, when I approved of the in-
iqUitous sentence rendered against Wyc-
liffe, and against the holy martyr, John
Huss, my master and my friend. Yes! I
confess it from my heart, and declare
with horror that I disgracefully quailed
when, through a dread of death, I con-
demned their doctrines. I therefore sup-
plicate ... Almighty God to deign to
pardon me my sins, and this one in
particular, the most heinous of all." Ibid.,
113

Yes, dear reader, it is imperative that
we reach the victory that is within our
grasp. "For God hath not given us the
spirit of fear; but of power, and of love,
and of a sound mind." 2 Timothy 1:7.
"God forbid that J should be a coward.
When the children of Israel went out to
fight, God told them to sing, and as soon
as they began to sing, their enemies fled,
for they saw the whole army of heaven
before them. They were afraid of their
destruction and fled. God wants us to
vanquish the enemy. Let us pray as we
never prayed before. We do not pray half
enough. We ought to pray and have
regular praise meetings together." Ser-
mons and Talks, vol. 1,311

On the other hand, "the fearful
[Greek Deiloi= Cowardsj, and unbeliev-
ing, ... shall have their part in the lake
which burneth with fire and brimstone:
which is the second death." Revelation
21:8. "The fearful and unbelieving, who
are pwtished with the second death, are
of that class who are ashamed of Christ
in this world. They are afraid to do right
and follow Christ, lest they should meel
with pecwtiary loss. Thcy neglect their
duty, to avoid reproach and trials, and to
escape dangers. Those who dare nol do
right because they will thus expose
themselves to trials, persecution, loss,
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The real greatness and nobility of the man is
measured by the power of the feelings that he
subdues, not by the power of the feelings that
subdue him

and suffering are cowards, and, with
idolaters, liars, and all sinners, they are
ripening for the second dealh." Testimo-
nies, vol. 2, 630

"Now is the lime for God's people to
show Ihemselves true to principle....
Th stand in defense of truth and right-
eousness when Ihe majority forsake us,
to fight the baltle of Ihe Lord when
champions are few-this wit! be our
lest. At lhis time we must gather warmth
from the coldness of others, courage
from Iheir cowardice, and loyalty from
Iheir treason." Ibid., vol. 5, 136

"There are today moral heroes, men
and women who are living noble lives of
self-denial. They have no ambition for
worldly fame. Their wit! is subordinate
to the wit! of God. The love of God
inspires their ministry. Th do good and to
save souls is their highest aim." Manu-
script Releases, vol. 2, 302

"In our day, as in ancient times, there
is disagreeable work to be done in re-
proving sin. In this wotk, God uses men
as his instruments-men of determined
purpose, whom no threat or peril can
intimidatc, no hardship tum aside from
the path of duty-men who wit! never
forget their sacred commission as ser-
vants of the Most High. The Lord calls
for men to act promptly, wilh Ihe
courage of heroes, and Ihe firmness and
faith of martyrs, 10 tear down the
idolalrous images Ihat have usurped His
place in Ihe minds of men, and meet Ihe
armed force of wrong on battle fields.
BUI in all lhis Ihere is no excuse for any
to indulge in harshness or severily to
gratify Iheir own wrong feelings." Signs
ofrhe Times, vol. 1,207

A Word of Caution

Satan seeks conslanlly to lead God's
people 10 take extreme positions and
attitudes. Some lake a limid and fearful
stand in a religious crisis. Others indulge
in harshness or severity to gratify their
own wrong feeling. These extremes we
musl resolutely avoid.

"God calls upon you to yield pride
and slubbornness, and to let His peace
rule in your hearts. A meek and quiel
spiril must be cherished. Carry ChriSI's
meekness with you in all your labors. An
excited temper and cutting censure will
not impress the people or gain their
sympathy. If we have the trulh, we can
afford to be calm and unexcited. Our
language should be modest and ele-
valed. The spiril you have cherished

within has left its impression upon Ihe
countenance. Christ, enthroned in the
soul-temple, will efface Ihat fretful,
peevish, unhappy look; and as the cloud
of witnesses look upon a man reflecting
the image of Christ, they will realize thai
he is surrounded by a pleasant atmos-
phere. The world will see Ihat amid
storms of abuse he stands unmoved, like
Ihe lofty cedar. Thai man is one ofGod's
heroes. He has overcome himself." Tes-
timonies, vol. 4, 348

"The highest evidence of nobility in
a Christian is self-control. He who can
Sland unmoved amid a storm of abuse is

one of God's heroes. Th rule Ihe spirit is
to keep self under discipline; to resisl
evil; 10 regulate every word and deed by
God's greal slandard of righteousness.
He who has learned 10 rule his spiril will
rise above Ihe slights, Ihe rebuffs, the
annoyances, to which we are daily ex-
posed, and these wit! cease 10 cast a
gloom over his spirit." Amazing Grace,
256

"Strength of charaCler consists of
Iwo things-power of wit! and power of
self-control. Many youth mislake
strong, uncontrolled passion for
strength of character; but Ihe truth is
that he who is mastered by his passions
is a weak man. The real greatness and
nobility of Ihe man is measured by the
power of Ihe feelings Ihat he subdues,
nol by the power of the feelings thai
subdue him. The strongest man is he,
who, while sensitive 10 abuse, will yel
restrain passion and forgive his ene-
mies. Such men are lrue heroes." The
Faith I Live By, 316

Inspiration also warns us aboul call-
ing cowards those who "are cautious in
Iheir plans thai they may not unneces-
sarily provoke the rulers and powers of
Ihe earth." Review and Herald, vol. 2,
387. "While we trust in God, no one
should be presumptuous; and that we
may not take an unwise course, we
should pray constanlly. We should not

rush inlO danger unless God sends us
there." Ibid.

A summary of this subject will
clearly show us Ihal "Men whose faith is
weak and wavering are not the ones to
carry forward the work at this important
crisis. We need the courage ofheroes and
the faith of martyrs." Testimonies, vol. 5,
187. And "We must now be learning the
lessons of faith if we would stand in Ihat
lime of trouble which is coming upon all
Ihe world 10 try them who dwell upon the
face of the earth. We must have the
courage of heroes and Ihe faith of mar-
tyrs." The UpwardLook, 32

Some lime ago I had the opportunity
10 visit one of our Union offices. A
plaque had been placed at Ihe entrance
of the building, with the following en-
graved inscription: "The greatesl want
of the world is Ihe want of men-men
who will not be boughl or sold, men who
in Iheir inmosl souls are true and honest;
men who do not fear 10 call sin by its
right name; men whose conscience is as
true to duty as Ihe needle 10 Ihe pole;
men who will stand for Ihe righl though
Ihe heavens fall." Education, 57. I praise
the Lord, for there are workers in lhis
field who live up to the loftiness of their
noble and divine call. May Heaven grant
us more of this kind of workers, not only
within OUf denominational structure, but
also within the self-supporting work.

May Ihe words of our Commander in
Chief, Christ Jesus, bring comfort and
courage as we fight for His cause:
"Peace I leave with you, my peace I give
unto you: not as the world giveth, give I
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid." John 14:27

"Finally, my brethren, be strong in
Ihe Lord, and in the power of his might."
Ephesians 6:10 0

Dare to be a Daniel;
Dare to stand alone.

Dare to have a purpose firm;
Dare to make it known.
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POR the grace of God that bringeth
salvation hath appeared to all men,

teaching us that, denying ungodliness
and wordly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this
present world; looking for that blessed
hope, and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;
who gave himself for us, that he might
redeem US from all iniquity, and purify
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous
of good works." Titus 2:11-14

This scripture teaches a very different
lesson from that which is presented in the
words ofmany who profess to believe the
gospel. We are exhorted to live soberly,
righteously, and godly in this present

world, and to look for the glorious appear-
ing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ. Some have made an objection to
my work, beeause I te.,ch that it is our
duty to be looking for Christ's personal
appearing in the clouds of heaven. They
have said, "You would think thaI the day
of the Lord was right upon us to hear Mrs.
White speak in reference to the coming of
Christ; and she has been preaching on that
same subject for the last forty years, and
the Lord has not yet come." This very
objection might have been brought
against the words of Christ Himself. He
said by the mouth of the beloved disciple,
"Behold, I come quickly," and John re-
sponds, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus."

Revelation 22:7, 20. Jesus spoke these
words as words of warning and en-
couragement to His people; and why
should we not heed them? The Lord has
said that it is the faithful who will be
found watching and waiting for Him. Tt
was the unfaithful servant who said, "My
Lord delayeth his coming," (Matthew
24:48) and began to smite his fellow
servants, and to eat and drink with the
drunken.

The exact time of Christ's second
coming is nol revealed. Jesus said, "No
man knoweth the day nor thc hour." See
Matthew 24:36. But He also gave signs of
His coming, and said, "When ye shaU see
aU these things, know that it is ncar, even
at the doors." Matthcw 24:33. He bade
them, as the signs of His coming should
appear, "Look up, and lift up your heads;
for your redemption draweth nigh." Luke
21:28. And in view of these things the
apostle wrote: "Ye, brethren, are not in
darkness, that that day should overtake
you as a thief. Ye are all the children of
light, and the children of the day." 1 Thes-
salonians 5:4--5. Since wc know not thc
hour of Christ's coming, we must live
soberly and godly in this present world,
"looking for that blesscd hope, and the
glorious appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ."

Christ gave Himself for us, that He
might redeem us from all iniquity and
purify unto Himself a peculiar people,
zealous of good works. His people are to
preserve their peculiar character as His
representatives. There is work for every
one of them to do. The rich should bring
their meaos, the honored their influence,
the learned their wisdom, the poor their
virtue, if they would be effective workers
with God. They are to bring themselves
into right relation with God, that they may
reflect the light of the glory of God that
shines in the face of Jesus Christ. We read
of a class who put far off the day of the
coming of Jesus; but upon such His com-
ing will be as a thief in the night, and they
will be suddenly overtaken with destruc-
tion. How many there arc who are willing
to be rocked to sleep in the cradle of carnal
security; but it is time for us to wake out of
sleep. Says the apostle, "We are not of the
night, nor of darkness. Therefore let us not
sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be
sober." 1 Thessalonians

We should be awake to discern the
signs of the times, and to give warning to
the people. There are many in the world
who seek to quiet the alarm of the people,
who say, "Peace, peace; when there is no

Ellen G. White I
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We have most earnest work to do, and we have
no time to waste in drinking at empty cisterns
that can hold no water. We should come to
Christ without delay for the water of life

sinncrs. For thirty ycms He lived our
cxample. He endured insult, ignominy,
reproach, rejection, and death; yet He
lives. He is a living Saviour. He has
ascended on high to make intercession for
us. Just before His crucifl,ion, He prayed
that His disciples might be one with Him,
He was one with the Father. Is it indced

a possibility that sinful, fallen man may be
brought into such exaltcd relationship
with Christ? Such a union with Christ will
bring light and peace and comfort to Our
souls. When He went to Heaven, He told
His disciples, "It is expedient for you that
I go away: for if I go not away, the
Comforter will not come unto you; but if
I dcpart, I will send hinl unto you." John
16:7. Who would not have the Comforter
in times of trial? There are many who
refusc the service of God; but let sickness
or sorrow overtake them, let death corne
into the family, and they will realize the
weakness of earthly dependence. and they
will then want a God to lean upon.

TIle Lord is conting, and when He
shall appear we shall be like Him, because
we shall see Him He is. And "every man
that hath this hope in him purificth himself,
even he is pure." 1 John 3:3. Wc must
have our treasures transferred to heaven,
for where the treasure is, there will the
he.1rt be also. Let the light of thc Sun of
Righteousness into your hearts, and peace
will rest upon you. I want you to enjoy the
blessing ofGod. I want to direct your mind

The Signs of the Times, vol. 2, 296-297
(June 24, 1889)

to heavenly things. Jesus ha, promised,
"w, I am with you alway, even unto the
end of the world." Matthew 28:20

Tell of the love of Christ, talk of His
power, and you may have a heaven in
this world to go to heavcn in. Respond t'?
the light of God, and you will be like a
watered garden; your health will spring
forth speedily; your light will rise in
obscurity, and the glory of the Lord will
be your rereward. 0

God gives us His rich blessings to
enjoy, and He expects US to bring forth
fruit to His glory; but many neglect His
work. They do not make a full surrender to
His will. There arc many who secm to feel
that to think of God and heavenly things
tendS to make men gloomy and despond-
ing; that it is detrimental to health to permit
the mind to dwell upon religious subjects.

Whcn in my youth God opened the
Scriptures to my mind, giving me light
upon the truths of His Word, I wcnt forth
to proclaim to others the prccious news
of salvation. My brother wrote to mc,
and said, "I beg of you do not disgrace
the family. I will do anything for you if
you will not go out as a preacher."
"Disgrace the family!" I replicd, "Can it
disgrace the family for me to preach
Christ and Him crucified! If you would
give me all the gold your house could
hold, I would not cease giving my testi-
mony for God. I have respect unto the
recompense of the reward. I will not
keep silent) for whcn God imparts His
light to me, He means that I shall diffusc
it to others, according to my ability."

Did not the priests and rulcrs come to
the disciples, and command them to cease
preaching in the name ofChrist? They shut
the faithful men in prison, but the angel of
the Lord came (0 them and released them
that they might speak the words of life to
the people. This is our work. "Ye are my
witnesses, saith the Lord," (Isaiah 43:12)

and we must pursue that work with faith-
fulncss. How many are therc who fulml
the mission of Christ? Aftcr their baptism
there are many who act as though they had
graduated, as though there was nothing
more to learn or to do; but baptism is only
the beginning ofour work. We are to go on
to perfection, reOeding the light of Christ
more and more, and bringing all that it is
possible of the spirit and power of Heaven
into our lives. We arc to seck the salvation
of souls around us.

We arc to present the truth as it is in
Jesus. Christ came into the world to save

peace"; but we should take an opposite
course from this. There are many who say
to the aroused people, "Do not disturb
yourselves, go on in godlessness, go on
glorifying yourselves, and living in
pleasure. The day of the Lord is not at
hand." Did not Cluist have an object in
view when He said, "Behold, I come
quickly"? Did He not see that His church
would need to keep tltis solemn event in
mind? Shall we say with the last·day
scoffers, "Where is the promise of his
coming? for since the fathers fell asleep,
all things continue as they were from the
beginning of the creation"? 2 Peter 3:4. I
do not mean to be with this class. I mean
to arouse men with thc messagc of
Christ's ncar coming.

Those who have a knowledge of pres-
ent truth are under a great responsibility
before the world. They are to warn men of
thc coming judgments. Thcy arc to repre-
sent Christ to the people. They are not to
go about deploring their condition, talking
of their darkness, and murmuring and
complaining of the hardness of the way;
they are to lift up their minds to God, open
the door of their hearts to Jesus, and let
Him comc in and abide with them. We
must have Christ enthroned in the heart,
that the soul-temple may be cleansed
from every defilement. The soon coming
of our Saviour must be a living reality to
us. The question of all importance for this
timc is, "How is it with my soul? Am I
seeking to reiterate the words of Christ?
Am I teaching my children that they have
souls to save; that peaceand holiness must
be a part of their life? Am I teaching them
to place their hands in the hands of Christ,
that He may guide them?"

We have most earnest work to do, and
we have no time to waste in drinking at
empty cisterns that can hold no water. We
should come to Christ without delay for
the water of life. We should diligenlly
study the Bible. The study of the Bible is
of the greatest importance to us. The
Sc..Tiptures arc able to make mcn wise unto
salvation, yet how few find time to search
the Word of God! Men are all absorbed in
the things of this perishing earth. They are
building their hopes upon worthless foun-
dations, and writing their names in the
sand. Even those who profess to be fol-
lowers of Christ do not heed His injunc-
tion. They are like the fig-tree whose
leaves were abundant) but upop which the
Master, seeking fruit, found nothing but
leaves. 11,e command wiIJ go forth at last
conccrning the fruitless tree, "Cut it down;
why cumbereth it the ground?" Luke 13:7
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The Three
gels' essages

and the
Sanctua

I N 1843 and 1844 the Midnight Cry
encirclcd the world. About 700

prcachers from many dcnominations
were giving the first and second angels'
mcssages; even a Catholic priest in
South America gave the trumpet a cer-
tain sound. The whole world was astir.
Without TV or radio they were warning
the world of the soon return of Christ.
Thousands left lheir churches as Revela-
tion 14:8 idenlified thc apostate
churches as Babylon; and thcn the Great
Disappointment, prophesied in Revela-
tion 10, burst upon the waiting saints on
October 23, 1844. Soon the thousands
had dwindled to small groups of a loyal
and faithful few who then studied the
prophecies of Daniel and Rcvelation.
Out of these fcw souls the Sevcnth-day
Advcntist Church was born. Ellen White
was given the gift of prophecy; ship
captains, farmers, and young people em-
braced the seventh-day Sabbath, and the
third angel's message sounded, joining
the first and second angels' messages.
The religious world retaliated with
satanic opposition.
The struggling pioneers of our

church were carcful studcnts of the
Word of God as they hammered out the
doctrines of thc apostolic faith of
Jesus, guided by the prophet. Whcn

they had reached an impasse and could
not go on, the Lord would intervene.
ElIcn White tells the story of those
important years as the church was
searching for truth. "Many of our
people do nol realize how firmly thc
foundation of our faith has been laid.
My husband, Elder Joscph, Father
Piercc, Elder [Hiram] Edson, and
others who were keen, noble, and true,
were among those who, after the pass-
ing of the timc in 1844, scarched for
the trulh as for hidden trcasurc. I met
with them, and we sludied and praycd
earnestly. Often we remained together
until late at night, and sometimes
through the entire night, praying for
lighl and studying the Word. Again and
again these brethren came together to
study the Biblc, in order thaI they
might know its meaning, and be pre-
pared to teach it wilh powcr. When
they eame to the point in their study
where they said, 'We can do nothing
more,' the Spirit of the Lord would
come upon me, [ would be taken off in
vision, and a clear explanation of the
passages we had becn sludying would
be given mc, with instruction as to how
wc were to labor and teach effcctively.
Thus lighl was given that helped us to
understand the Scripturcs in rcgard to

Christ, His miSSIOn, and His priest-
hood. A line of truth extcnding from
that time to the time when we shall
enter the city of God, was made plain
to me, and I gave to olhers the inslruc-
tion that the Lord had given me."
Selected Messages, book I, 206-207

In 1863 the still struggling church
organized into what we now know as the
Seventh-day Adventisl Church. The
church was called to restore, and then to
prcach, and to print the doctrines of
salvalion which had been perverted and
lost sight of by the religious world
through the apostasy of the 1260 years
and the reign of terror of the Papacy.
Thcsc doctrines are clearly defined by
the prophet.

"The passing of the time in 1844 was
a period of great evcnts, opening to our
astonished cyes the cleansing of the
sanctuary transpiring in heaven, and
having decided relation to God's people
upon the earth, [also] thc first and sec-
ond angels' messages and the third, un-
furling the banner on which was in-
scribed, 'The commandments of God
and lhe faith of Jesus.' One of the land-
marks under this message was the
temple of God, seen by His truth-loving
people in heaven, and the ark containing
thc law of God. The light of the Sabbath

Ron Spear
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While Christ is cleansing the sanctuary, the
worshipers on earth should carefully review
their life, and compare their character with the
standard of righteousness

of the fourth commandment flashed its
strong rays in the pathway of the trans-
gressors of God's law. The nonimmor-
tality of the wicked is an old landmark. I
can call to mind nothing more that can
come under the head of the old land-
marks." Counsels to 'Writers and Edi-
tors, 30--31

The demons know that when the
doctrines of the sanctuary and the three
angels' messages arc experienced, lived,
and preached, then Jesus can cut His
work short in righteousness. A short
work will thc Lord then make upon the
earth. See Romans 9:28. Satan knows
when that demonstration is made by
God's living saints expericncing the
cleansing of the sanctuary message,
which is embraced in the three angels'
messages, that he and his angels with all
the wicked arc doomcd to die in the lake
of fire.

Satan has continually attacked these
messages as revealed by our prophet.
"We arc God's commandment-keeping
people. For the past fifty years every
phase of heresy has been brought to
bear upon us, to becloud our minds
regarding the teaching of the Word-
especially concerning the ministration
of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary, and
the messagc of Heaven for these last
days, as givcn by the angels of the
fourteenth chapter of Revelation. Mes-
sages of every order and kind have ben
urged upon Seventh-day Adventists, to
take the place of the truth which, point
by point, has been sought out by prayer-
ful study, and testified to by the
miracle-working power of the Lord.
But the waymarks which have made us
what we arc, are to be preserved, and
thcy will be preserved, as God has
signified through His Word and the
testimony of His Spirit. He calls upon
uS to hold firmly, with the grip of faith,
to the fundamental principles that are
bascd upon unquestionable authority."
Selected Messages, book 1, 208. These
messages have been cstablished by an
unquestionable authority, by Christ
Himself.

By the 1880s the church was about
70,000 strong in membership. Our
evangelists, colporteurs, pastors and
leaders, were preaching and even
successfully debating with the pastors
and evangelists of the Babylon
churches. The warning of Revclation
14:9-12 was being given with great
fervor and dedication to the world. In
all the Bible there is not a warning to

the world that can be equalcd by these
inspired verses. "And the third angel
followed them, saying with a loud
voice, If any man worship the beast and
his image, and receive his mark in his
forehead, or in his hand, the same shall
drink of the wine of the wrath of God,
which is poured out without mixture
into the cup of his indignation; and he
shall be tormented with fire and brim-
stone in the presence of the holy angels,
and in the presence of thc Lamb: and
the smoke of their torment ascendeth up
for ever and ever: and they have no rest
day nor night, who worship the beast
and his image, and whosoever ,eceiveth
the mark of his name." Revelation
14:9-12
Tragically, today these messages and

their warning are very seldom preachcd
from our pulpits. We are told very
clearly by our prophet that Satan knows
these mcssages arc the greatest enemies
to his counterfeits. "TI1C timc is ncar
when the deceptive powers of satanic
agencies will be fully developed. On one
side is Christ, who has been given all
power in heaven and earth. On the other
side is Satan, continually exercising his
power to allure, to deceive with strong,
spiritualistic sophistries, to remove God
out of the places that He should occupy
in the minds of men.

HIn the future, deception of every
kind is to arise, and we want solid
ground for our feet. Wc want solid
pillars for the building. Not one pin is to
be removed from that which the Lord
has established. The enemy will bring
false theories, such as the doctrine that
there is no sanctuary. This is one of the
points on which there will be a
departing from the faith. Where shall
we find safety unless it be in the truths
that the Lord has been giving for the
last fifty years?

"While Christ is cleansing the sanc-
tuary, the worshipers on earth should
carefully review their life, and compare

their character with the standard of
righteousness." Evangelism, 224-225.
Let us remember not one pin is to be
removcd from the great landmarks that
were faithfully secured by the pioneers
and our prophet.

In the 1880s, even though the
church was preaching Revelation 14:9-
11, it was not grasping, and therefore
not experiencing, the message of the
twelfth verse. This failure was caused
by their not understanding the message
of the sixth verse, the everlasting
gospel. What is this gospel? The devil
has counterfeited everything God has
done. He has counterfeited the creation
theory with the theory of evolution. He
has a counterfeit sabbath in Sunday
worship and he has counterfeited the
state of man in death. But he has
deceived almost the whole world in
nearly every generation with his coun-
terfeit gospel, that man can be saved in
sin, that it is not possible to completely
overcome all one's hercditary and culti-
vated weaknesses to sin. Sec The Desire
ofAges, 671; Education, 257. In effcct
thcy say that one cannot kecp the law of
God perfectly. If that be true then one
cannot keep the Sabbath perfectly. Thc
doctrine of the Nicolaitans taught this
untruth, but Christ condemns this doc-
trine. See Tlte Seventit-day Adventist

Bible Commell/ary, vol.7, 957; Revela-
tion 2:6, 15. And so the cleansing of the
sanctuary message and the thrce angels'
messages are to instruct God's faithful
and obedient people in perfect law
keeping.

Consider these inspired words: "The
conditions of eternal life, under grace,
are just what they were in Eden-perfect
righteousness, harmony with God, per-
fect conformity to the principles of His
law. The standard of characler presented
in the Old 1Cstament is the same that is
presented in the New Testament. This
standard is not one to which we cannot
attain.... God has made provision that
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God requires the entire surrender of the heart,
before justification can take place; and in order
for man to retain justification, there must be
continual obedience, through active, living
faith that works by love and purifies the soul

we may become like unto Him, and He
will accomplish this for all who do not
interpose a pervcrse will and thus
frustratc His grace." Thoughts From the
MoulI/ ofBlessing, 76

"Christ declarcd of Himself: 'The
prince of this world cometh, and hath
nothing in me." John 14:30. Satan could
find nothing in the Son of God that
would enable him to gain the victory.
He had kcpt His Father's command-
ments, and there was no sin in Him that
Satan could usc to his advantage. This
is the condition in which those must be
found who shall stand in the time of
trouble.

"It is in this life that we arc to
separate sin lrom us, through faith in the
atoning blood of Christ. Our precious
Saviour invites us to join ourselves to
Him, to unite our weakness to His
strength, our ignorance to His wisdom,
OUf unworthiness to His merits. God's
providence is the school in which we arc
to learn the meekness and lowliness of
Jesus.... It rests with us to co-operate
with the agencies which Heaven em-
ploys in the work of conforming our
characters to the divine model. None can
neglect or dcfcr this work but at the most
fearful peril to their souls." The Great
C011lroversy, 623.

"I dclight to do thy will, 0 my God:
yea, thy law is within my heart." Psalm
40:8. "0 how love I thy law! it is my
meditation all the day. Thou through Ihy
commandments hast made me wiser
than mine enemies: for they are ever

with me. I have more understanding than
all my teachers: for thy testimonies are
my meditation. I understand more than
the ancients, because I keep thy pre-
cepts. I have refrained my feet from
every evil way, that I might keep thy
word. I have not departed from thy
judgments: for thou hast taught me. How
sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea,
sweeter than honey to my mouth!
Through thy precepts I get under-
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standing: thereforc 1 hate every false
way. Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path." Psalm
119:97-105
Ttagically, perlection has become a

word that only few in Adventism want
to usc, because unfortunately it carries
the stigma of fanaticism. This phrase is
often heard, "No one can be perfect."
The following inspired statements will
help to clarify this misunderstanding:
"To restore in man the image of his
Maker, to bring him back to the perfec-
tion in which he was created, to pro-
mote the development of body, mind,
and soul, that the divine purpose in his
creation might be rcalizcd-this was to
be the work of redemption. This is the
object of education, the great object of
life." Education, 15-16. "God's ideal
for His children is higher than the
highest human thought can reach. 'Be
ye therefore perfect, even as your Father
which is in hcaven is perfect.' This
command is a promise. The plan of
redemption contemplates our complete
recovery from the power of Satan.
Christ always separates the contrite soul
from sin." The Desire of Ages, 31l.
"Through the plan of redemption, God
has provided means for subduing every
sinful trait, and resisting every tcmpta-
tion, however strong." Selected
sages, book 1, 82

Perfection is the standard of obc-
dience and is possible by the power of
the Holy Spirit. God will not, cannot,
accept anything less. Let us not forget

that one sin caused Adam and Eve to
leave their garden home and one sin
unconfessed and unforsaken will keep
anyone from going back. Our prophet
reveals to us Christ's standard of obe-
dience in the righteousness of Christ in
these inspired words: "The condition of
eternal life is now just what it always
has been-just what it was in Paradise
before the fall of our first parents-per-
fect obedience to the law of God, per-

fect righteousness. If elernal life were
granted on any condition short of this,
then the happiness of the whole uni-
verse would be imperiled. The way
would be open for sin, with all its train
of woe and misery, to be immortal-
ized....

"More than this, Christ changes the
heart. He abides in your heart by faith.
You are to maintain this connection with
Christ by faith and the continual sur-
render of your will to Him; and so long
as you do this, He will work in you to
will and to do according to His good
pleasure. So you may say, 'The life
which I now live in the nesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave himself for me.' Galatians
2:20." Steps to Christ, 62-63

"As the sinner looks to the law, his
guilt is made plain to him, and pressed
home to his conscience, and he is
demned. His only comfort and hope is
found in looking to the cross of Cal-
vary. As he ventures upon the promises,
taking God at His Word, relief and
peace come to his soul. He cries, 'Lord,
Thou hast promised to save all who
come unto Thee in the name of Thy
Son. I am a 10SI, helpless, hopeless soul.
Lord, save, or I perish.' His faith lays
hold on Christ, and he is justified before
God.

"But while God can be just, and yet
justify the sinner through the merits of
Christ, no man can cover his soul with
the garments of Christ's righteousness
while practicing known sins, or neglect-
ing known duties. God requires the en-
tire surrender of the heart, before justifi-
cation can take place; and in order for
man to retain justification, there must be
continual obedience, through active,
living faith that works by love and puri-
fies the soul." Selected Messages, book
1, 365-366. "Christ looks at the spirit,
and when He sees us carrying our bur-
den with faith, His perfect holiness
atones for our shortcomings. When we
do our best, He becomes our righteous-
ness. It takes every ray of light that God
sends to us to make us the light of the
world." Ibid., 368

These inspired statements reveal the
necessity of overcoming sin through the
power of the Holy Spirit. "When the
character of Christ shall be perfectly
reproduced in His people, then He will
come to claim them as His own."
Chrisr's Object Lessons, 69. And again
our prophet speaks to us: "The three
angels of Revelation 14 are represented



All should understand the truths contained in
these messages and demonstrate them in daily
life, for this is essential to salvation

as flying in the midst of heaven, sym-
bolizing the work of those who pro-
claim the first, second, and third angels'
messages. All are linked together. The
evidences of the abiding, everliving
truth of these grand messages, that
mean so much to the church, that have
awakened such intense opposition from
the religious world, are not extinct.
Satan is constantly seeking to cast a
shadow about these messages, so that
the people of God shall not clearly
discern their import, their time and
place; but they live and are to exert their
power upon our religious experience
while time shall last." Testimonies, vol.
6,17-18.

"I have had an experience in the
first, second, and third angels' mes-
sages. The angels are represented as
flying in the midst of heaven, proclaim-
ing to the world a message of warning,
and having a direct bearing upon the
people living in the last days of this
earth's history. No one hears the voice
of these angels, for they are a symbol to
represent the people of God who are
working in harmony with Ihe universe
of heaven. Men and women,
enlightened by the Spirit of God and
sanctified through the truth, proclaim
the three messages in theiT ardcr."
Selected Messages, book 2, 387

"The theme of greatest importance
is the third angel's message, embracing
the messages of the first and second
angels. All should understand the
truths contained in these messages and
demonstrate them in daily life, for this
is essenlial to salvation. We shall have
to study earnestly, prayerfully, in order
to understand these grand truths; and
our power to learn and comprehend
will be taxed to Ihe utmost." Evan-
gelism, 196

"The thought that the righteousness
of Christ is imputed to us, not beeause of
any merit on our part, but as a free gift
from God, is a precious thought. The
enemy of God and man is not Willing
that this truth should be clearly pre-
sented; for he knows Ihat if the people
receive it fully, his power will be
broken. If he can control minds so that
doubt and unbelief and darkness shall
compose the experience of those who
claim to be the children of God, he elln
overcome them with temptation.

"That simple fllith which takes God
at His word should be encouraged.
God's people must have that fllith
which will lay hold of divine power;

'for by grace arc ye sllved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift
of God.' Those who believe that God
for Christ's sake has forgiven their sins,
should not, through temptation, fail to
press on to fight the good fight of faith.
Their faith should grow stronger until
their Christian life, as well as their
words, shall declare, 'The blood of
Jesus Christ ... eleanseth US from all
sin.'

"If we would have the spirit and
power of the third angel'S message, we
must present the law and the gospel
together, for they go hand in hand. As a
power from beneath is stirring up the
children of disobedience to make void

the law of God, and to trample upon the
truth that Christ is our righteousness, a
power from above is moving upon the
hearts of those who are loyal, to exalt the
law, and 10 lift up Jesus as a complete
Saviour. Unless divine power is brought
into the experience of the people ofGod,
false theories and ideas will take minds
captive, Christ and His righteousness
will be dropped out of the experience of
many, and their failh will be without
power or life.
"Ministers arc to present Christ in

His fullness both in the churches and in
new fields, thaI the hearers may have an
intelligent faith. The people must be
instructed that Christ is unto them salva-
tion and righteousness. It is Satan's
studied purpose to keep souls from
believing in Christ as their only hope;
for the blood of Christ that cleanseth
from all sin is efficacious in behalf of
those only who believe in its merit, and
who present it before the Father as did
Abel in his offering." Gospel Workers,
161-162
The three angelS, therefore, are only

symbols lhat God has used to depict His
faithful, loyal, and obedient saints, His
true church on earth, who have devel-
oped the character of Jesus and can now
make a demonstration to the world of

what God can do with fallen human
beings who have the faith of Jesus, and
who keep His commandments per-
fectty. "Here is the patience of the
saints: here are they that keep the com-
mandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus." Revelation 14:12

U 'Th him that overcomcth will I
grant to sit with me in my throne, even
as I also overcame, and am set down
with my Father in his throne.' Revela-
tion 3:21. We ean overeome. Yes; fully,
entirely. Jesus died to make a way of
escape for us, that we might overcome
every evil temper, every sin, every
temptation, and sit down at last with
Him.

"It is our privilege to have faith and
salvation. The power of God has not
decreased. His power, I saw, would be
just as freely bestowed now as formerly.
It is the church of God that have lost
their faith to claim, their energy to
wrestle, as did Jacob, crying: 'I will not
let thee go, except thou bless me.' En-
during faith has been dying away. It
must be revived in the hearts of God's
people. There must be a claiming of the
blessing of God. Faith, living faith, al-
ways bears upward to God and glory;
unbelief, downward to darkness and
death." Testimonies, vol. 1,144

Let us remember Adam and Eve lost
their trust in God, their faith.They
believed what Satan said; they lost their
righteousness, their godlikeness. Before
man can be restored to his garden home
he must first be restored in Jesus' faith,
and he must victory over every tempta-
tion and over every sin by partaking of
the divine nature. 0
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But a false sabbath has been instituted.
Who instituted it?-The man of sin, who
has thought to change times and laws. The
world has twned from the true and living
God to serve an idol, but because of this
has Satan accomplished what he desired?
-No; the Lord's Word reads just as it did
when it was given. Satan's counterfeits do
not bear God's signatwe. Though every
son and daughter ofAdam should endorse
these falsehoods, God's truth would not
be annihilated. Not the smallest jot or tittle
of the law has ever been given over to
Satan, to be manipulated according to his
fancy. If this could have been done, it
would have been when the matter was
first agitated in the heavenly courts. But
there the first intimation of a change in
God's law was met by a decided No. This
led to a battle in heaven, and Satan, next
to Christ the most exalted being in the
heavenly courts, was overcome, and with
his sympathizers cast out of heaven. Thus
it was shown that satan was not in the
right, and that God had not abrogated or
changed His law. This law is the transcript
of His character; and throughout the eter-
nal ages it will remain Yea .and Amen,
perfect and unalterable, without variable-
ness or shadow of twning.

The principles of God's law are con-
tained in the two precepts, "Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy
strength, and with all thy mind; and thy

W HAT shall we say then? Is the
law sin? God forbid." The apostle

decidedly denies the assertion: "Nay, I
had not known sin, but by the law: for I
had not known lust, except the law had
said, Thou shalt not covet. But sin,
taking occasion by the commandment,
wrought in me all manner of concupis-
cence. For without the law sin was
dead." Romans

What is sin?-It is the result of
Satan's administration. It is his work to
make of no effect the law of God. He is
determined that man shall do what God
has forbidden him to do. By his decep-
tive, artful temptations, he strives to
make men disobey. This be did with
Adam and Even in Eden, and this he will
continue to do till the close of time.

"For I was alive without the law
once," Paul continues; "but when the
commandment came, sin revived, and
[the law died?-No] I died. And the
commandment, which was ordained to
life, I found to be unto death. For sin,
taking occasion by the commandment,
deceived mc, and by it slew me." But
because of this does Paul say, I am
opposed to the commandment?-No; he
declares: "Wherefore the law is holy,
and the commandment holy, and just,
and good." Romans 7:9-12

"Was then that which is good made
death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it
might appear sin, working death in me by

that which is good; that sin by the com-
mandment might become exceeding sin-
ful." Romans 7:13. Here we are plainly
shown that the commandments ofGod are
true and righteous, and that they are to be
honored and obeyed. Right down on this
side of the crucifixion, Paul declares,
"Whetefore the law is holy, and the com-
mandment holy, and just, and good."

Satan has invented thousands of errors
to counterfeit God's truth. And the false
paths that he has made have been followed
as if they were paths ofright. Thousands of
false steps he has taken, and men seem
eager to endorse the false, rather than to
follow the path of truth and righteousness.

Counterfeits are made so as to re-
semble the true as nearly as possible. The
Lord has specified the seventh day as the
day that is to be kept holy. He has said,
"Six days shalt thou labow, and do all thy
work: but the seventh day is the sabbathof
the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do
any work, thou, nor Ihy son, nor thy
daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maid-
servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger
that is within thy gates: for in six days the
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and
all that in them is, and rested the seventh
day: wherefore the Lord blessed the Sab-
bath day, and hallowed it." Exodus 20:9-
11. This day is God's great memorial,
established to celebrate the work of crea-
tion. On this day God rested, sanctifying
and blessing it as the day of His rest.

Ellen G. White
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Shall we be of that number who say, "Lord,
Lord," but refuse to do His will? Shall we be
among those who present their supposedly
good works to God, because they think He
needs to be reminded of His duty toward them?

neighbour as thyself." Luke 10:27.
When we realize this, there will be a
searching after truth, a deep conviction
of the far-reaching claims of God's law.

That law takes cognizance of the
thoughts of the heart, as well as of the
actions of the life. A man may be a
lawbreaker in heart, yet if the outward
action is wanting, he is treated as loyal
by the world. He may in heart be an
adulterer, yet by his fellow men he may
be regarded as possessing great integ-
rity. But God's law looks into the secrets
of the heart, and pours a Oood of light on
things that have been buried in darkness.
Why, then, do not the teachers of the
people search for truth as for hidden
treasure? Why do they not humble their
souls in the dust, lest they be deceived,
as were Adam and Eve in Eden?

By his deceptions, Salan has led the
people away from God. The sayings of
men are exalted ahove the Word of God.
The world has accepted a false sabbath,
discarding the holy, sanctified day of the
Lord of hosts. Men have shut themselves
away from the light, saying, by word and
action, Seek no further. And God says,
Shall I not judge for these things? Why do
nol the religious teachers of today instruct
the people regarding the traitorous move-
ment that Satan has made in putting a
common working day in the place of the
day that God has set apart as holy?

The fourth commandment is the only
one to which "remember" is prefixed.
God says, "Remember the sabbath day, to
keep it holy." Do not forget it. "Ye shall
do my judgments, and keep mine ordi-
nances, to walk therein: I am the Lord
your God. Ye shall therefore keep my
statutes, and my jUdgments: which if a
man do, he shall live in them: I am the
Lord." Leviticus 18:4-5. The Lord pre-
sents Himself as the authority for His
requirements. There is to be no departure
from the Word ofGod in order to exalt the
word of man. God is authority and what
He says is to be done.

The whole matter centers here. Obe-
dience means eternal life; disobedience
means eternal death. Error never becomes
truth, though it may be hoary with age.
Then shall intelligent beings decide that in
this world, to which Satan was banished as
an exile, God has given the rebel what he
claimed and failed to gain in heaven? Shall
the professed Christian churches change
leaders, taking a "Thus saith Satan" in the
place of a '''Thus saith the Lord"?

When there is so much at stake, why
do not those who claim to be God's

delegated messengers go to the Word of
life, and make honest, wise, prayerful
research, saying, We will know what saith
the Lord in this matter? If the search is
undertaken in the spirit ofChrist, it will be
rewarded. But if the teachers of the people
echo the words of the great apostate, it
will be found to their shame and ruin; and
they will carry with them those whom
they have deceived, as Satan in his rebel-
lion carried out of the heavenly courts
those who accepted his words instead of
the words of God.

Sin lies at the door of those who do
not allow their ignorance to be expelled
by the rays of light from God's Word.
They are doing what the Jews did in the
days of Christ-teaching for doctrine
the commandments of men. By their
actions they say, We do not wish to be
disturbed. Let us alone. Do not disturb
our peace. To God's messengers, sent to
them with words of warning and re-
proof, they say, "Art thou he that trou-
bleth Israel?" 1 Kings 18:17

God purchased men by giving His
only begotten Son to die for them. If those
who claim to be light bearers in the world
lead the people in paths of transgression,
they are not only answerable for their own
souls, but also for the souls of thosewhom
they mislead. By their profession of sanc-
tity, they lead the unwary into disobe-
dience, and their names are recorded on
the books of heaven as workers of iniq-

uity. Godwill not accept the inventions of
men who in their work enter the inner
circle of God, where only the Holy One,
whose form is that of the Son ofGod, has
a right to tread. In the great day of
judgment, what will those who have taken
sides with the apostate plead as an excuse
for their conduct? How contemptible to
them will appear the sparks which they
have kindled, in contrast with the holy fire
ofGod's kindling!

Sin is the most fearful thing in the
whole universe. So fearful is it that it
could be pardoned only by the sacrifice of

the Son ofthe infinite God.lfunpardoned,
it must be followed by eternal death.
There is a time coming when every umc-
pentant transgressor of God's law will
know what it means to be a sinner, stand-
ing in God's sight uncovered, without the
robe of Christ's righteousness, and with a
full sense that there is no power in the law
to save the transgressor.

Shall all the efforts that Heaven has
made to restore in the human race the
image of God be in vain because men
teach for doctrines the commandments
of men? Shall we sell our Lord, in order
to be in harmony with the rebellious
multitude? Shall our names be recorded
in heaven as the names of those who
have corrupted the way of the Lord?
Shall we be of that number who say,
"Lord, Lord," but refuse to do His will?
Shall we be among those who present
their supposedly good works to God,
because they think He needs to be re-
minded of His duty toward them? He,
the God of heaven, will one day present
their own case before them, and they
will see .clearly that they were the ones
who needed to be reminded.

God will say to all SUCh, Why did you
not keep sacred My memorial of Oea-
tion? Why did you not hcar My warnings?
"Not everyone that saith unto mc, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Father which is in heaven. Many will say

to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name
have cast out devils? and in thy name
done many wonderful works? And then
will I profess unto them, I never knew
you: depart from me, ye that work iniq-
uity." Matthew 7:21-23. Hewho ventures
to corrupt truth and exalt error-he who
sells his intellect or integrity at any price,
in order to gain worldly advantage-will
one day be denied in sorrow. 0

Review and Herald, vol. 3, 597-598
(August 9, 1898)
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and strengthened Ihcir dedication to the
church by the lowering of church stand-
ards.

Frequently we assert that the vast
majorily of our youth are leaving the
church because we are not providing the
right social environmenl 10 meel the
needs of Ihese modern youth. Few of
those proposing Ihis cause-and-effect re-
lationship ever pause to refleel upon the
fact Ihal. when Seventh-day Adventists
held the standards in line with God's
paradigm, large numbers of our youth
remained lrue 10 the faith. Nor do they
consider the fact thaI for Ihe pasl three
decades there has been an escalating
reduction in standards and a parallel loss
of faith among the youth. The lowering
of standards, rather than halting Ihe loss
of youth from our faith, has increased
this trcnd. Should these two facts not
receive OUI consideration? Are we cor-
rect in consistenlly ascribing the appal-
ling loss of our youth to the fact that
present-day youth are different from the
youth of previous years?
I was requested, on one occasion, to

present a worship service in the office of

Russell SIQlldislllives ill Singapore alld is the
Advemist Health Services Director of the
Southeast Asia U"ioll Missioft,

not be attending they were upset. I was
put on the spot, for we had taught our
children to love and respect our beloved
church and 10 trust its leaders. We had
also done our best to leach our children
God's standards of entenainment. Here
we were confronted with a conflict. By
explaining that we could not attend the
film because it did not meet God's stand-
ard, we could but imply to Ihe minds of
our lads that the church had erred in
seleeling the film. This implication was
nol losl on our children who protested
using two lines of argument.

1. "All the other church kids are
going."

2. "Il'S put on by the church!"
It is unfair to place parents in lhis

position. Frequently in our desire "to
keep our youth in the church" we imag-
ine that lowering standards is a sure-fire
means to success. Yet the history of such
strategies in other Cluistian churches
has been a sorry one indeed. The
Methodist Church brought in dancing 10
keep its young people away from the
dance halls and worldly associates. The
devil always gives us good reasons to do
wrong. As a result of this strategy the
young people simply danced out of the
Methodist Churcb. I know of no church
which improved its appeal to the youth

Russell Standish

ON December 17, 1973, my wife
and I returned with Ollf three sons,

Stephen (13), Timothy (10), and James
(8) from our first period of mission
service. Although life in Southeast Asia
is sophisticated, our children had been
sheltered from much of Ihe lowered
church standards we experienced upon
our return.

OUf first encounter with lowered
standards related to Saturday evening
entertainments. Frequently films, well
below the high standards set fonh in
Scripture, were screened. God's stand-
ard is well known: "Finally, brethren,
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsocver things are
just, whatsoever things are pure, what-
soever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report; if there be any
virtue, and if Ihere be any praise, think
on these lhings." Philippians 4:8

Yet some of these films breached
everyone of these criteria.

The first occasion upon which il oc-
curred we found ourselves in a real quan-
dary. Our lads had read the details ofthe
evening entenainment in the church bul-
letin and did not doubt that our family
would attcnd. 11 had been our practice to
attend church socials in the mission field.
When I informed our sons Ihat we would
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God has called forth God-fearing lay people
and pastors who have cried aloud against the
ever-increasing disregard for God's standards

one of our Division headquarters. I spoke
on these issues and suggested that we had
forgotten one common English word-
"No!" uNo, this is not God's standard,"
At thc conclusion of the worship I could
have detectcd the sound of the provcrbial
pin drop. Not a soul spoke to me and 1
found my own way out of the front door,
never again to be invited to speak. It was
only when I returned 10 my physician's
office that five of those in attendance,
chieny from the secretarial staff, rang me
to encourage me with the view that the
service expressed sentiments which were
sorely nceded. They had dared not ex-
press this view in front of their superiors
in the Division headquarters.

These incidents occurred almost two
decades ago. II is virtually needless to
report that the situation in respect of
standards has not improved in the inter-
vening years. But God has called forth
God-fcaring lay pcople and pastors who
have cried aloud against the ever-
increasing disregard for God's stand-
ards. The righteous hearts of these men
and women have been constrained to
"Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice
likc a trumpet, and shew my people their
transgression, and the house of Jacob
their sins." Isaiah 58:1

The response of most church mem-
bers has not been positive. Charges of
"fanaticism/' "extreme right senti-
ments," "perfectionism," and other un·
complimentary aspersions have been
made against faithful souls simply dis-
charging their duty as Christian brethren
and sisters.

As the years have passed by and the
mode of apostasy has deepened, so has
the response against the faithful
strengthened. Throughout the world,
many have been deprived of church
office, men have been removed from
denominational appointments, false tes-
timony against these persons is fre-
quently heard, even from men of vast
authority within the church, transfer of
church memberships have been rejected,
and now from the United Kingdom to
the United States, from Australia to Ger-
many, godly mcn and women are being
cast out of God's church.

A similar situation prevailed in
Christ's day. The delighted parents of
the blind man to whom Jesus restored
sight dared not confess Jesus, falsely
staling that they were oblivious of the
means by which their son was healed.
Scripture plainly states the reason for
their cowardly attitude.

"These words spake his parents, be-
cause they feared the Jews: for the Jews
had agreed already, that if any man did
confess that he was Christ, he should be
put out of the synagogue." John 9:22

This punitive attitude ofGod's church
at the time of Christ's first coming is now
to be found in the church of God just
before His second coming. It was not
without effect in Christ's day, and has had
a similar effect upon many in this day.

"Nevertheless among the chief rulers
also many believed on him; but because
of the Pharisees they did not conless
him, lest they should be put out of the
synagogue: for they loved the praise of
men more than the praise of God." John
12:42-43

Each one of us needs to examine his
or her own heart in order to determine
whether we value the praise of men
more than the praise of God. Those of us
who arc ordained to the sacred gospel
ministry, and those ordained to the holy
ofrices of elders and deacons in God's
church, have a special duty to address
this matter upon our knees, for none of
us is so strong that without the power of
the Holy Spirit in our lives, we can but
fail this test. God has warned us:

"Now the Spirit speaketh expressly,
that in the latter timcs some shall depart
from the faith, giVing heed to seducing

spirits, and doctrines of devils; speaking
lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience
scared with a hot iron." 1 TImothy 4:1-2

Having presented the warning, He
then speaks to those who are ordained:
"If thou put the brethren in remem-

brance of these things, thou shalt be a
good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished
up in the words of faith and of good
doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained."
1 Timothy 4:6

May no one who has accepted the
role of a servant of God fail to receive
this approbation.

We come now to a matter of major
concern. There is an alarming rise in

threatening and actual disfellowshiping
of earnest church members. In a few
cases those who have been disfellow-
shiped have been requested to cease
their attendance at church, despite the
fact that they were courteous members
deporting themselves in God's sanctuary
with circumspection and reverence.
Such actions border on excommunica-
tion. In one church where such has
occurred the church notice-board reads,
"A house of prayer for all who wish to
worship here. All are welcome." Yet the
actions of the church deny this claim.
One can only pray that we will not, some
day, condemn such worthy persons to
purgatory.

A survey of grounds lLsed to disfel-
lowship members could be most enlight-
ening. It may be that it would be found
that the impressions of somc church
members will be confirmed. They
believe that in their conference more
souls are disfellowshiped for a desire to
attcnd meetings uplifting the Seventh-
day Adventist faith than for open sin. If
this belief proved to be true, it would be
a malter for the most serious rellection
and soul-searching.

Inserted in our Church Manual as a
ground for disfellowshipmcnt is amatter
which is vague and open to various
interpretations. Such items arc subject to

abuse and would be better dcleted. The
ground states:

"Persistent refusal to recognize prop-
erly constituted church authority or to
submit to thc order and discipline of the
church." Church Manual, 1986 edition,
162

It is this ground which is frequently
invoked when faithful members refuse
to submit to unscriptural demands of the
church. We believe in "properly consti-
tuted church authority" and also "order
and discipline" within the church, but
such authority, order, and discipline
must be authorizcd by Scripture. It must
not be based upon pastoral or lay
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Our response to those who bear the burden of
alerting God's people to these facts and who
call God's people to prepare for participation
in Christ's remnant church, has differed very
little from that of the churches of the past

desires, such as demands to desist from
hearing the preaching of God's Word.

Christian history can assist us. When
Martin Luther, an Augustinian monk, set
out to uphold true principles being
breached within the Roman Catholic
Church, he had no desire to leave the
church nor any design to found the
Lutheran Church. These acts were forced
upon him by his own church which,
rather than appreciating his godly call to
reformation, cast him out of the church.

In the eighteenth century Protestant-
ism slipped back into apostasy. God
caHed John Wesley, an Anglican priest,
to point out sin and call men to a life of
holiness. Incredibly, the Anglican
Church resented his pious ministry. Orig-
inally he and his foHowers were desig-
nated as MethO<lists as a term of derision
and refused the pulpits in the Anglican
Church, the very church in which Wesley
was called to the ministry. On one occa-
sion Wesley visited the church which his
late father had pastored and in which he
was reared as a liUle lad. Even here this
Anglican preacher was refused the pulpit.
He was forced to resort to standing by his
father's tombstone in the church court-
yard at the conclusion of the regular
service and preaching to those willing to
listen.
On another occasion John Wesley,

while preaching in the open in Somerset,
was confronted by an arrogant lay An-
glican who demanded to know by whose
authority he deigned to speak of Christ
in their town. Clearly, supporting mirtis-
tries were little appreciated two hundred
and fifty years ago and today our aUi-
tudes have not altered. Wesley was
quick to point to the Holy Spirit as his
authority. The experiences of John Wes-
ley are instructive for Seventh-day Ad-
ventists today.

Eventually the antagonism of the
Anglican Church to the faithful mes-
sages of John Wesley, and those who
humbly heeded his cry for holiness in
Jove to Jesus, was so intense that they
were impelled to accept a Dew denomi-
nation, despite the fact that Wesley
never intended such an eventuality.

As the decades passed even Meth-
odism lost its high and holy principles to
such a degree that when Methodist fami-
lies such as the Harmons sought to learn
deeper truths from God's Word through
the ministry of William Miller, an itiner-
ant Baptist preacher in a supporting
ministry, they were cast out of the
Methodist Church.
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These people had no desire to sever
their allegiance to the Methodist
Church, but, as with the Lutherans and
the Methodists and the first century
Christians, they were cast out by mother
churches so steeped in apostasy that they
feared the preaching of righteousness
more than they feared sin.
These precedents are cited in order

that God's people in His church today,
the Seventh-day Adventist Church,
might take a backward glance and in the
light of that assessment consider the ac-
tions of our beloved church against those
who once more are called of God to
sound the alarm. That a most severe
spiritual declension is currently in our
church is beyond denial. Few doctrines

are regarded so perverse or foolish that
none will value them, the standardsof the
church and the standards of the world are
merging and even more disturbing, most
of OUT institutions now focus on financial
mauers rather than on spiritual outreach.

Yet our response to those who bear
the burden of alerting God's people to
these facts and who call God's people to
prepare for participation in Christ's rem-
nant church, has differed very little from
that of the churches of the past. If we
drive fervent people out of the church
and request them to refrain from aUend-
ance, we present them with seemingly
no alternative than to worship outside
the doors of God's organized church. If
we spread apostatc worship forms Con-
ference-wide, expecting that those who
aspire to holiness will remain to have
their sensibilities affronted and observe
the obliteration of reverence from our
midst, and still expect support from
these faithful members, we will be dis-
appointed.
At this moment we in denomi-

national service must ask ourselves to
consider the purpose of our work. Do we
really wish that our actions will lead to
the expulsion of the most God-fearing
souls from our church as did the Jews,

the Roman Catholics, the Anglicans, and
the Methodists, or do we seek their pious
witness? The future of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church is in the hands of
those c1ected to church leadership. We
will determine whcther God's church
will be purified under the witness of
these sanctified believers through the
impelling power of the Holy Spirit, or
whether we will compel the most loyal
members of our church into yet another
Christian grouping.
If we follow this laUer strategy, and

may our God forbid, we will presumably
seek the arm of the law to deprive them
of the use of the name Sevenrh-day
Advenrisr and thus compel them to adopt
a new name for their grouping.

Already we have seen such scenarios
in our church in our treatment ofsome of
the most faithful church members in
Europe. Men and women who suffered
perseculion and imprisonment and had
seen fellow believers put to death rather
than bear arms, were so scorned by
leadership in Central Europe after the
First World War, that they fell no option
but to form the Reformed Sevellth-day
Advelltisr Church. The church leader
whose callous actions led to this con-
sequcnce, Pastor Louis Conradi, later
demonstrated his true spirit by apostatiz-
ing. Yet God's flock meekly confirmed
the will of this false leader.

In the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics in 1928 those who refused mill-
tary service and attendance of students
at school on Sabbath were obliged to
form the TIue and Free Seventh-day
Adventist Church when the official
church compromised its principles. A
similar situation occwred in recent years
in Hungary when those standing for true
principles of nonconformity to the ecu-
menical activities of our church, were
forcibly expelled from God's church by
an illegal act of the Hungarian Union
Conference. These members were com-

Continued on 31



A Testimon
Perfection and Motives

CHRISTIANS always become a
little uncomfortable whenever the

foUowing scripture is rcad. Christ said,
"Be ye therefore perfect, even as your
heavenly Father is perfect." Matthew
5:48. "Well," they say, "We won't ever
be perfect. We were born sinners and we
will be sinners till we die." Or you might
hear, "Well, if we spend all OUI time
concentrating on perfeetion--." Most
people just don't like to think about it. It
seems 100 farfetched a goa!. We can't
possibly achieve it. After aJl, since
sanctification is the work of a lifetime,
why bother to try? It sounds too much
like justification by works.

I was six years old when I received my
last spanking for disobedience. My
mothcr was ironing, and as I watched I
thought to myself, "That looks easy-just
slide the iron back and forth, and the
wrinkles are gone. I could do i!." I asked
my mother if! might try. Mother said that
I could not because I was not taU enough.
When she left Ihe room to answer the
door, I decided to try my hand at ironing.
The board came up to my chest and I
rcached up wilh my arm, took hold of the
iron and began to slide it. It slid right off
the end of the board, with a loud Ihud,
making a huge gash in the recently pur-
chased inlaid linoleum. Mother was just
returning to the kitchen and she screamed,
"I told you not to iron."

I was spanked soundly for disobeying
Mother. I told her I was sorry, but she
spanked me anyway. Mother was near 10
tears herself. She lold me to wash my face
and go down the street to visit my aunt for
a while. Later I learned that she sent me
away so that she could have a good cry
herself. She fell worse than I did. She
suffered because she had to punish me.

As long as we lived in that house, the
gash in the kitchen linoleum reminded
me of my disobedience.

We were in the midst of the Great
Depression, and Mother and Dad were
struggling to keep their bills paid and food
on the lable. I remember that my mother
wore a green coat for many years. I had
new coats and dresses as I grew, but she
and Dad never bought anything for them-
selves. I began to realize that everything I
had lowed to them. They cared for me,
bought me new clothes and toys on my
birthday, but there was never anything for

Ihemselves. I used to wish I could find a
large sum of money to give Ihem. My
childish fancies gave way to reality-
there was no pot of gold to be found even
if! could walk to Ihe end of the rainbow.
I began 10 look forward to the day when I
could grow up and make money to give
something back to my parents. In Ihe
meantime, I realized Ihat the only thing I
could give them was loving obedience. I
never forgot the tears in my mother's eyes
when she spanked me that memorable
day. I learned to look for the glow of
approval in my parents' eyes when I
broughl home a good report card. It be-
came my goal to be a credit to them. I did
not say words that Mother said were "bad
words." I tried to be obedient 10 my
teachers, and co-operative at home. Later
in my early tecn years, many of my
classmates began to meel boys at the
movies when ostensibly they were going
with girlfriends. I could not do that. There
were many things I would not do, not
because I was concentrating on being
perfect, but because I could not bear to
think of the hurt in my mother's eyes if
she ever found oul that I had done some-
thing which she did not approve.

There are some in the church who
would say I was being a legalist every
time I obeyed my parents' wishes, either
by doing what they wished, or not doing
Ihat which they did not approve. Salvation
by works, some would say. But I could
never forget the pain in my mother's eyes,
nor the deep gash I had caused. Could I
ever make up for that? NO!

And what about God? Has He not
given me everything I am and have?
And when I was in bondage to Salan, did
He not pay the ransom by giving His
only begotten Son to die that I might be
redeemed? How can I ever forget Ihat?
Can I ever erase Ihe deep wounds in His
hands, feet, and very heart? Not aU Ihe
right doing, or not doing wrong can
erase them, or in any way pay back my
Saviour. Like the gash in the linoleum,
they are there as a reminder.
"But," some would say, "We were

born sinners, andwe will sin until wedie."
But I must say that although we are born
with a sinful nature, and we are capableof
sinning until we die, we don't have to say
"Yes" to Satan. Jesus was in all points
templed like as we, Ihe Bible lells us, yet

Pam Caruso

He did not sin. He did not say "Yes" to
Satan. He countered with "It is written."
And Satan had to slink away defeated. Is
it not in our power to do the same?

The Desire of Ages, 311 says, "He
has made provision that the Holy Spirit
shaU be imparted to every repentant
soul, to keep him from sinning."

There are others who say Ihat aU we
must do is believe and we are saved. They
would have us believe that if we talk
about right doing, we are legalists. We are
trying to earn salvation, which is im-
possibte. But "It is the life of Jesus ChriS!
in the soul, it is the active principle of love
imparted by the Holy Spirit, that alone
makes the soul fruitful unto good works."
Testimonies to Ministers, 468

It all goes back then to the purpose in
the heart. If as a child I was obedient and
compliant just to avoid a spanking, then
my obedience was tainted with selfish-
ness. If I obeyed to gain rewards, then
my obedience was of little value. But on
the other hand, if my obedience was the
resull of deep love and appreciation for
aU that my parents did for me, then it
was "faith that works by love and puri-
fies the soul." FWldamelltals of Chris-
tian Education, 398

Is it not the same way with our rela-
tionship with God? Do we have Ihe desire
to obey because we know we have caused
deep sorrow to our heavenly Father? Do
we wish to obey in even the smaUest
malter because we have a great love and
appreciation for all that He has done? AIe
we constantly aware of the deep wounds
in those precious hands put there by our
disobedience? If we are, Ihen we will not
sin lightly. We will develop such a hatred
toward sin that by God's grace we will
overcome sin, and send Satan slinking
away in defea!.

Is it possible then for us to "be
perfect" even as our heavenly Falher is
perfect"? Is there nol heavenly grace
avaitable to us to keep us from sinning?
Yes, yes, there is. But God will not force
obedience upon us. If we but ask, and
ask again daily, for His Holy Spirit, He
can keep US from sinning. He and He
alone can impart that power. 0

Pam Caruso, a writer; grandmother, alld
bath school teacher; writes from Enfield,
Massachusells.
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Holy
God's

men to strivc to changc the Sabbath of the
fourth commandment. Undcr his dictation
Ihe fust day of thc weck has been adopted
by thc Christian world as the Sabbath. He
has used his masterly mind to influence
othcr men 10 adopt the same views that he
himself cnlcrtains. But if we turn aside
from the fourth commandmcnt, so posi-
tively givcn by God, to adopt Ihe inven-
lions of Satan, voiced and acted by men
under his control, we cannot be saved. We
cannot with safety receive his Iraditions
and subtleties as trulh.

The man of sin has exalted Sunday;
bUI whatever has been done in the change
of the fourth commandment, has been
done without God's sanction, and is in
direct opposition to His express com-
mands. What we all need is truth-plain,
simple, unvarnished truth-that will
sanctify Ihe soul. Many will advance
thcories in regard 10 the change of the
Sabbath from the seventh to the first day
of Ihe week; but God has made positive
declarations in regard to the sacredness
of the Sabbath instituted at Eden and
proclaimed from Mount Sinai, and a
penally is attached to the disregard and
dishonor of the seventh day of the week.

It becomes everyone blessed with
reasoning power to beware from what
source he receives light and knowledge.
We should not be dazzled by men who
boasl of Ihcir education and talent, but
who use their power to bewilder souls.
Thoughts flash from Iheir minds which
charm, but are soon forgotten. When
these supposed grand thoughts, which
perplex and mystify while they please,
are presented, let thosc who have souls to
save or to lose, inquire, Is there Scripture
10 prove the lruth of these utterances?

Where etcrnal interests are involved,
it becomes evcry soul 10 require minis-
lers of Ihe gospel 10 give scriptural
evidence for everything Ihey say. The
traditions of the Fathcrs, Ihe customs and
sayings of professedly good mcn, the
opinions of thc most learned divines or
of the highest critics-aU are worthless
unless they harmonize with the Word of
God. We must go back from the so-
called "Fathers" 10 Ihe grcat heavenly
Father, the Creator of the universe. The
Sabbalh of Ihe Lord must resl on its own
basis-the Word of Ihe living God.

Every one is tcsted and tried in proba-
tionary time in regard to his obedience to
the Word of God. But what is the matter
with the professed Christian world?-
That which was the matter with Adam
and Evc in Edcn-thcy are listcning to

with him because Ihey placed Ihem-
selves on the side of the great rebel
instead of on the side of Christ. We read
in Jude: "And Ihe angels which kepi nol
their first estatc, but left Iheir own habi-
tation, he hath reserved in everlasting
chains undcr darkness unto Ihc judgment
of the grcat day." Verse 6

Satan has a great mind, but it is
prostituted to evil; il is wise only 10 plan
and to do evil. Ever since his fall, he has
worked againsl God. He has striven 10
lear down God's appointed institutions.
He led the Jewish leaders to pervert Ihe
true meaning of the Sabbalh. Their leach-
ing in regard to it was allogether wrong.
They piled their own traditions and max-
ims upon it, burying it out of sight.

Satan is Ihe sharpcst critic that the
world has ever known, and he works to
hindcr and pervcrt truth. He has induccd

Sabbath

I N this world the controversy betweenthe Prince of Life and the prince of
darkness is being carried on. Ever since
Satan feU, the conflict belwcen righl and
wrong has been waging. Aftcr Chrisl
was crucified, and had ascended 10
heaven, those who believed in Him took
up Ihe work, and carried forward Ihc
warfare in His name. This conflict is still
going on, and is becoming more and
more earnest and positive. Satan is mar-
shaling his forces for the last greal
battle; and Ihe greal question at issue is
the Sabbath of the fourth commandment.

Satan has becn blessed with greal
advantages. There can be no one greater
or more talented, none more wise and
good, Ihan was Satan before he aposta-
tized. But he a1lowcd a spirit of selfish-
ness to takc posscssion of him, and he
fell through self-cxallation. Angels fell
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When the Sabbath interfered with their
business, they found it inconvenient to observe
it. They did not give up the Sabbath in theory,
but they did not keep it according to the fourth
commandment

another voice than that of God. God's
voice, which is speaking plainly and
distinctly to them through the fourth
commandment, is disregarded; and a
false voice, which advocates a false Sab-
bath, is listened to. They turn from a
plain, "Thus saith the Lord," to a Sabbath
based upon inference and supposition,
without a particle of scriptural evidence
to support it. Satan has sueceeded in
throwing the Christian world off the
track, as he threw Adam and Eve off.
People are walking in forbidden paths.
Oh, why arc men, when tempted, so
easily overcome? Why are they so
deceived in regard to the Sabbath? Why,
without any foundation for their faith, do
they accept and exalt a spurious Sabbath?

It is much easier to accept sophistry
and fables than the truth. But it is a very
serious matter for us to endanger our
souls and forfeit immortality by worship-
ing a spurious institution. We cannot rely
upon man's assertions any more safcly
than could the Jews upon their false
theories in the time of Christ. Men's
statements do not make truth falsehood
or falsehood truth. We cannot with safety
build our faith upon a false foundation,
and give heed to fables because they have
been passed down to us as tradition, even
though they are hoary with age. Christ
said of the Jews, who were loading down
the law of God with the sayings and
maxims of the ancient rabbis, "In vain do
they worship me, teaching for doctrines
the commandments of men." Matthew
15:9. These words are addressed to every
soul who is doing likewise.

At the Creation, God sanctified and
blessed the Sabbath. He gave it to His
people "to be a sign between me and
them," He declared, "that they might
know that I am the Lord that sanetify
them." Ezekiel 20:12. If this people had
walked in the commandments of God, if
they had kept His Sabbath, He would
have greatly blessed them. But He de-
clares: "The house of Israel rebelled
against me in the wilderness: they walked
not in my statutes, and they despised my
judgments, which if a man do, he shall
even live in them; and my sabbaths they
greatly polluted: then I said, I would pour
out my fury upon them in the wilderness,
to consume them. . . . Because they
despised my judgments, and walked not
in my statutes, but polluted my sabbaths:
for their heart went after their idols."
Ezekiel 20: 13, 16. This was why, after
God had established His people in the
goodly land of Canaan, they did not go

forward from strength to strength, a
praise in the earth as God's peculiar
people. When the Sabbath interfered with
their business, they found it inconvenient
to observe it. They did not give up the
Sabbath in theory, but they did not keep
it according to the fourth commandment.

"I am the Lord your God; walk in my
statutes, and keep my judgments, and do
them; and halJow my sabbaths; and they
shall be a sign between me and you, that
ye may know that I am the Lord your God.
Notwithstanding the children rebelled
against me; they walked not in my
statutes, neither kept my judgments to do
them, which if a man do, he shall even live
in them; they polluted my sabbaths: then I
said, I would pour out my fury upon them,
to accomplish my anger against them in
the wilderness." Ezekiel 20:19--21

Why did the Lord not cut off this
rebellious people, that had been blessed
with so much light? They provoked Him
to deal with them in wrath. But the Lord
declared: "Nevertheless I withdrew
mine hand, and wrought for my name's
sake, that it should not be polluted in the
sight of the heathen, in whose sight I
brought them forth." Ezekiel 20:22.
Every nation upon the earth was watch-
ing the people for whom God had done
so mueh. If they had followed Him, He
would have exalted them, and made
them a praise in the earth. They would
have been regarded as a nation that did

righteousness, and forsook not the ordi-
nances of their God.

God did not then punlsh the children
of Israel as they deserved: but, "Because
sentence against an evil work is not
executed speedily, therefore the heart of
the sons ofmen is fully set in them to do
evil." Ecclesiastes 8:11. Israel did not
repent, and God says: "I lifted up mine
hand unto them also in the wilderness,
that I would scatter them among the
heathen, and disperse them through the
countries; because they had not executed
my judgments, but had despised my

statutes, and had polluted my sabbaths,
and their eyes were after their fathers'
idols." Ezekiel 20:23-24

Those who reverence the command-
ments of Jehovah will, after the light has
been given them in reference to the
fourth precept of the Decalogue, obey it
without questioning the feasibility or
convenience of such obedience. God
made man in His own image, and then
gave him an example of observing the
seventh day, which He sanetified and
made holy. He designed that man should
worship Him upon that day, and engage
in no secular pursuits. No one who
disregards the fourth commandment,
after becoming enlightened in regard to
the claims of the Sabbath, can be held
guiltless in the sight of God.

God's holy Sabbath is not to be used
to obtain worldly advantages. But with
too many, the world is an idol. They
place worldly principles and worldly
advantages before the Lord God of hosts.
They worship money. Before the
heavenly universe, before the worlds un-
falJen, and before their fellow men, they
show that in their eyes, gain is godliness.
They accept fables invented to turn men
from truth and righteousness. By choos-
ing the world and its attractions, they
divorce themselves from God.

Satan presented the world and its
advantages to Christ, saying, "AJI these
things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall

down and worship me." But divinity
flashed through humanity, and Christ
exciaimed, "Get thee hence, Satan: for it
is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve."
Matthew 4:9--10

This response every true follower of
the Lord will be compelled to make.
Those who have in their foreheads the
seal of the infinite God will regard the
world and its attractions as subordinate
to eternal interests. They will keep the
way of the Lord, to do justice and
judgment. Christ resisted the tempta-
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The commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus are testing us. Ifwe are faithful and
obedient, God will delight in us, and bless us
as His own chosen, peculiar people

tions of the enemy with the only weapon
that the soldier of the cross of Christ can
successfully use-"It is written."
Where?-In the Old and New Thsta-
ments. With these words we are to
defend ourselves and warn others, hold-
ing forth to them the Word of life.

Many have never understood that
Sunday is not the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment. In his subtlety, Satan has
covered up this fact, and has presented a
common day as sacred, that the whole
world may become guilty before God by
transgression. Many are utterly ignorant
that they are not keeping the fourth com-
mandment. It is essential for atl to seek
for truth from the divine Guidebook, that
they may decide what the Lord says on
this question. Men have said much, but
we cannot build our faith on the words of
any man. There are two sides to this
question. The God ofheaven presents His
law, and Satan holds out his spurious
Sabbath. There are two classes-the obe-
dient and the disobedient, the tempted
and the tempters.

The time has come for the true light
to shine amid moral darkness. The third
angel's message has been sent forth to
the world, warning men against receiv-
ing the mark of the beast or of his image
in their foreheads or in their hands. To
receive this mark means to come to the
same decision as the beast has done, and
to advocate the same ideas, in direct
opposition to the Word of God. Of all
who receive this mark, God says, "The
same shall drink of the wine of the wrath
of God, which is poured out without
mixture into the cup of his indignation;
and he shall be tormented with nre and
brimstone in the presence of the holy
angels, and in the presence of the
Lamb." Revelation 14:10
If the light of truth has been presented

to you, revealing the Sabbath of the
fourth commandment, and showing that
there is no foundation in the Word ofGod
for Sunday observance, and yet you still
cling to the false Sabbath, refusing to
keep holy the Sabbath which God calls
"My holy day," you receive the mark of
the beast. When does this take place?-
When you obey the decree that com-
mands you to cease from labor on Sun-
day and worship God, while you know
that there is not a word in the Bible
showing Sunday to be other than a com-
mon working day, you consent to receive
the mark of the beast, and refuse the seal
of God. If we receive this mark in our
foreheads or in our hands, the judgments
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pronounced against the disobedient must
fall upon us. But the seal of the living
God is placed upon those who conscien-
tiously keep the Sabbath of the Lord.

"And God saw that the wickedness
of man was great in the earth, and that
every imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually.... The
earth also was corrupt before God, and
the earth was filled with violence....
And God said unto Noah, The end of all
fiesh is come before me; for the earth is
filled with violence through them; and,
behold, I will destroy them with the
earth." Genesis 6:5,11,13. They were to
be eut off because they had polluted the
earth which God created to be enjoyed
by a righteous people.

'lAs it was in the days of Noe,"
declared Christ, "so shall it be also in the
days of the Son of man." Luke 17:26.
And is it not so? Anyone who will look
into the daily papers may see a long list
of crimes--drunkenness, theft, robbery,
embeZZlement, murder. Sometimes
whole families are murdered, that man's
desires to possess money or goods that
do not belong to him may be gratified.
The world is indeed becoming as it was
in the days ofNoah, because men openly
disregard God's commands.

Sunday is a child of the Papacy. It
has been nourished and cradled by the
Protestant world as a genuine require-
ment of Jehovah, but it has no founda-
tion in the Word of God. The Christian
world is tested by their relation to this
matter. God moves upon men to search
the Scriptures for evidence to sustain
Sunday. Those who search with a desire
for truth will see that in the past they
have been relying on tradition, and have
accepted an institution of the Papacy.
Those who, with contrite hearts, search
the Word of God for truth, will receive a
blessing from God. Their characters arc
formed after the divine similitude. The
mind is in a state of continual advance-
ment. By beholding they become

changed into the divine likeness. Their
education is begun on earth to be carried
on in the school above.

As the searcher for truth advances in
his investigation, he sees that inferences
and traditions and the suppositions and
sayings ofmen, have baptized Sunday as
a Sabbath. The more earnestly and can-
didly this question is canvassed, the
more clearly will men who are judg-
ment-bound see that there is not a par-
ticle of scriptural evidence to sustain
Sunday. God never placed His sanctity
upon that day. Those who observe it
offer God strange fire in place of sacred.
God has never said, "Keep sacred the
first day of the week," but He has said,
"Moreover also I gave them my sab-

baths, to be a sign between me and them,
that they might know that I am the Lord
that sanctify them." Ezekiel 20:12

This subject opens before the earnest
seeker after truth. It becomes more and
more clear to him that God has not
changed or altered the thing that has
gone out of His lips. He sees the sanctity
and blessing placed upon the seventh
day, and the necessity for its observance.
The more earnestly he investigates this
subject, the more convinced he becomes
of the truth of God's Word, as seen in the
law of the ten commandments. His inter-
est in truth is tested, his love for God
proved, as he advances. If he submits his
will to God's will, all will be well. If he
chooses obedience to God's command-
ments at any cost, his peace and happi-
ness will increase.

Many excuse themselves for keeping
Sunday by saying, "My father and
grandfather were good Christians, and
they died keeping Sunday. They will be
saved, and I am willing to run the risk of
doing as they did. The whole world
keeps Sunday; and I am as well off as the
rest of the members of my church." But
will these excuses be accepted in the
jUdgment?-No, no. Had their fathers
had the light and the messages of warn-
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1992 Camp Meetings
For those who need to make plans for

this coming summer, we are announcing
the tentative schedule for camp meetings
sponsored by Hope International, Hart-
land, and Steps to Life. Please watch for
further announcements from thesponsors.
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Many are wondering what are the
advantages and disadvantages of wills
and trusts. We are now offering free
information explaining the role each can
play in enabling you to achieve your
estate planning and charitable giving
objectives. For morc information, please
write or call Ken Hodges at Hope Inter-
national: (206) 832-6602.

1992 Camp Meeting Schedule
IeOcDlion For More Info
Hot Springs, AR
Lodi, CA
Hendersonville, NC
Orlando, FL
Kettering, OH
Gazeley, England
Grants Pass, OR
Cedar Falls, CA
Loudcnville, OH
Wichita, KS
Singapore and Malaysia
Allentown, PA
Thronto, Ont., Canada
Calistoga, CA
Berrien Springs, MI
Rapidan, VA
Hengelo, Holland
Eatonville, WA
Hoosick Falls, NY
Eureka, CA
Falkland, BC, Canada
Augusta, ME
Yucaipa, CA
Kennewick, WA
Hendersonville, NC
Portland, TN
Hot Springs, AR

lla.1l:
Apr. 29-May 2
Apr. 29-May 3
May 6-10
May 6-10
May 13-17
May 20-24
May 27-31
May 27-31
June 4-7
June 9-14
June 17-July 5
June 25-28
July 8-12
July 16-19
July 22-26
July 29-Aug. 2
Aug. 2-9
Aug. 12-16
Aug. 19-23
Aug. 26-30
Aug. 26-30
Sept. 2-6
Sept. 9-13
Sept. 16-20
Sept. 17-20
Sept. 23-27
Oct. 14-18

The next one-week seminars are
scheduled for April 1-7 and April 29-
May s. They are designed for those who
are looking for a short, intensive medical-
missionary course. The seminars include:
(1) hands-on training in how to use hy-
drotherapy, charcoal poultices, massage,
diet, and herbs for the treatment of dis-
ease; lectures on major themes of The
Ministry ofHealing, God's eight laws of
health, true and faIse principles in physi-
cal healing and mental development, and
how to give Bible studies; and (3) a
special Sabbath program. Room and
board (if needed) is $80; tuition is $80.
These seminars will be held at Hope
International in Eatonville, Washington.
Preregistration is required.

Ministry ofHealing Seminars

Review and Herald, vol. 3, 479-482
(July 6, 13, 1897)

ing which God has sent to His people in
these last days, they would, if they were
candid, God-fearing men, have obeyed
the commandments of God. Our fathers
are not accountable for the light they
never received, or for the messages of
warning they never heard; and shall their
habits and customs be thought worthy of
respect merely because they have been
handed down from generation to genera-
tion? "If I had not come and spoken unto
them," said Christ, referring to the Jews,
"they had not had sin: but now they have
no cloak for their sin.... If I had not
done among them the works which none
other man did, they had not had sin: but
now have they both seen and hated both
me and my Father." Jolm 15:22, 24

Special truths have been adapted to
the conditions of the nations as they have
existed. The present truth, which is a test
to the people of this generation, was not a
test to the people of generations far back.
If the light which now shines upon us in
regard to the Sabbath of the fourth com-
mandment, had been given to the genera-
tions of the past, God would have held
them accountable for that light.

We are accountable only for the light
that shines upon us. The commandments
ofGod and the faith ofJesus are tesling us.
If we are faithful and obedient, God will
delight in us, and bless us as His own
chosen, peculiar people. When perfect
faith and perfect love and obedience
abound, working in the hearts of those
who are Christ's followers, they will have
a powerful influence. Light will emanate
from them, dispelling the darkness around
them, refining and elevating all who come
within the sphere of their influence, and
bringing to a knowledge of the truth all
who are willing to be enlightened, and to
follow in the humble path of obedience.

Great blessings are promised to
those who keep holy God's Sabbath. "If
thou turn away thy foot from the sab-
bath," God says, "from doing thy
pleasure on my holy day; and call the
sabbath a dclight, the holy of the Lord,
honourable; and shall honour him, not
doing thine own ways, nor finding thine
own pleasure, nor speaking thine own
words: then shall thou delight thyself in
the Lord; and I will cause thee to ride
upon the high places of the earth, and
feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy
father: for the mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it." Isaiah 58:13-14 0
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Your magazine, Our Firm Founda-
tiOIl, is one of the best I've read in a long
time. It's solid food. I read every bit of it
to a blind man. I feel that I know how the
two disciples on the road to Emmaus
felt. My heart burns within me when I
read it. May God bless all of you, and
prosper you in His work, and protect you
from all your spiritual encmies, grant
you health and a rich harvest, and supply
all your needs.
-RG, New York

I belicve beyond all question that
God is using you and your ministry to

do the work He entrusted to our church,
and which, tragically, it is not doing.
Your ministry has been such a rich
blessing to me, and so very informative
and helpful. I want you to know that I
sincerely apprcciate you and other min-
istries who arc keeping us informed
about the apostasy that is raging within
our church. Please continue to stand
loyal and faithful to God, and please
don't let the accusations, criticisms, and
harsh treatment discourage or deter you
in any way. You arc on God's side, and
that's really all that mattcrs. You have
many, many friends with you. Thank

you again for your faithfulness in keep-
ing us informed. I pray for you daily.
God bless all of you at Hope Inter-
national as you continue to press for-
ward in the important work you are
doing for Him.
-ES,Ohio

Your magazine, Our Firm FOllnda-
tiOIl, is like a breath of frcsh air. You
give the readers much food for thought. I
wish that I could have had a magazine
like yours when I first became a believcr
in the "blessed hope."
-IB, California

What Might Have Been
ONE day at noon I was writing of the

work that might have been done at
the last General Conference if the men
in positions of trust had followed the
will and way of God. TIlOse who have
had great light have not walked in the
light. The meeting was closed, and the
break was not made. Men did not humble
themselves before the Lord as they should
have done, and thc Holy Spirit was not
imparted.

I had written thus far when I lost
consciousness, and 1 seemed to be
nessing a scene in Battle Creck.

We were assemblcd in the audi-
torium of the Tdbernacle. Prayer was
offered, a hymn was sung, and prayer
was again offered. Most earnest suppli-
cation was made to God. The meeting
was marked by the presence of the Holy
Spirit. TIle work went deep, and some
present were weeping aloud.

One arose from his bowed position
and said that in the past he had not been
in union with certain ones and had felt no
love for them, but that now he saw
ltimself as he was. With great solemnity
he repeated the message to the Laodicean
church: " 'Because thou sayest, I am rich,
and increased with goods, and have need
of notlting.' In my self-sufficiency this is
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just the way I felt," he said. " 'And knowest
not that thou art wretched, and miserable,
and poor, and blind, and naked.' I now see
that t1tis is my condition. My eyes are
opened. My spirit has been hard and
unjust. [ thought myself righteous, but
my heart is broken, and [ see my need of
the precious counsel of the One who has
searched me through and through. Oh,
how gracious and compassionaLe and
loving arc the words, 'I counsel thee to
buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich; and white raiment, that
thou maycst be clothed, and that the
shame of thy nakedness do not appear;
and anoint Lhine eyes with eyesalve, that
thou mayest sec.''' Revelation 3:17-18

TIle speaker turncd to those who had
been praying, and said: "We have some-
tiling to do. We must confess our sins,
and humble our hearts before God." He
made heartbroken confessions and then
stcppcd up to several of the brethren, one
after another, and extended ltis hand,
asking forgiveness. TIlOse to whom he
spoke sprang to their feet, making con-
fession and asking forgiveness, and they
fell upon one another's necks, weeping.
The spirit of confession spread through
the entire congregaLion. It was a Pente-
costal season. God's praises were sung,

and far into the night, until nearly morn-
ing, the work was carried on.

The following words were often re-
peated, with clear distinctness: "Asmany
as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous
thcrcfore, and repent. Behold, I stand at
the door, and knock: if any man hcar my
voice, and open the door, I will come in
to him, and will sup with ltim, and he
with me." Verses 19-20

No one seemed to be too proud to
make heartfelt confession, and those who
led in this work were the ones who had
inl1uenee, but had not before had courage
to confess their sins.

nlere was rejoicing such as never
before had been heard in the Tabernacle.

Then 1aroused from my unconscious-
ness, and for a wltile could not think
where I was. My pen was still in my hand.
The words were spoken to me: "This
might hove been. All this the Lord was
waiting 10 do for His people. All Heaven
was waiting to be gracious." I thought of
where we might have been had thorough
work been done at the last Gcneral Con-
ference, and an agony of disappointment
came over me as I realized that what I had
witnessed was not a reality. 0

Testimonies, vol. 8, 104-106



That Other Angel

,

,

M ANY of our Seventh-
day Adventist pastors

join the local ministerial as-
sociations in the districts in
which they serve. In fact, I
joined the Ministerial Association in
Powell, Wyoming, when I pastored the
Powell-Greybull district in the Rocky
Mountain Conference of Seventh-day-
Adventists. But I had questions in my
mind then, and even more questions
today about doing so. Does such mem-
bership cause our pastors to compromise
our message as contained within the
three angels' messages? Are Protestant
churches that teach Sundaykeeping, the
immortality of the soul, and the
completed atonement at the cross
"Babylon" or are they not? AIe we
really opening any possibilities of com-
municating our distinctive messages to
the Protestant churches and their mem-
bers when we join in a ministerial asso-
ciation with their pastors, or do we in
fact close out their churches as avenues
for our message?
The Ministerial Association in

Powell sent out a letter (on a letterhead
listing the Seventh-day-Adventist
Church as a member) to the softball
leagues in the area asking them not to
have softball games on Sunday morning

because it interfered with their morning
worship services. A newspaper clipping
recently sent to me from the Canon City,
Colorado, Daily Record newspaper
speaks of the Ministerial Association
having an Easter sunrise service for the
people of Canon City. It also speaks
about setting aside denominational
differences and relating to each other
and the community on the basis of our
love for Chris!. It states that we are each
part of Christ's universal church. The
signature to this article is that of the
Ministerial Alliance president, the local
Seventh-day Adventist pastor. Recently
an apology went out from the assistant
ministerial director of the Idaho Confer-
ence of Seventh-day Adventists to the
clergy of the 'lleasure Valley apologiz-
ing for the mailing of the booklet "The
National Sunday Law" to the people in
that area-"for the invasion into your
life without your permission."

It is human nature to desire to be
liked. We as Christians want to get along
with others. Christian love between
brothers and for those who are even our

enemies is a theme in the Bible.
But is this aim accomplished
through compromise with those
whom we as Adventists should
see as having a wrong theology

and who are facing eternal destruction if
not warned of the false path they are on?
Can we collaborate with those who
teach a false Sabbath, when one day this
fate could result, if they are not instead
warned about receiVing the mark of the
beast? Will we really seek to reach the
members of churches whose pastors are
in the same ministerial association as we
are? Might we not be afraid to jeopard-
ize our standing with our fellow pastors
in the group? What happens to our evan-
gelistic efforts of carrying forth our dis-
tinctive Adventist message?

"There is to be no compromise with
those who are worshiping an idol sab-
bath.... Men will employ every policy
to make less prominent the difference
between the faith of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists and those who observe the first
day of the week. In this controversy the
whole world will be engaged, and the
time is short. Now is no time to haul
down our colors.
"A company was presented to me

under the name of Seventh-day Advent-
ist, who were advising that the banner or

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!I Clark Floyd I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Vol. 7, No.4 Our Firm FO/ll/dation 25



How can we give the trumpet a certain sound if
we are linking hand in hand with those pastors
that are preaching the false wine of Babylon?

sign which makes us a distinctive people
should not be held out so strikingly, for
they claimed it was not the best policy in
securing success to QUI institutions ... I
saw some reaching out their hands to
remove the banner, and to obscure its
significance." Selected Messages, book
2,385

"Exalt before the people the banner
bearing the inscription, 'Here is the
patience of the saints: here are they that
keep the commandments ofGod, and the
faith of Jesus.' " Revelation 14:12; ibid.,
226

At the beginning ofHis public minis-
try, Jesus had occasion to cleanse the
temple. In fact He did so soon after the
wedding at Cana of Galilee.

"When he had made a scourge of
small cords, he drove them all out of the
temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and
poured out the changers' money, and
overthrew the tables; and said unto them
that sold doves, Thke these things hence;
make not my Father's house an house of
merchandise." John 2:15-16

At the end of His public ministry,
shortly before His crucifixion, Jesus
again cleansed the temple of God. See
Matthew 21:12

EUen White refers to these two
c1eansings of the temple by Jesus, and
then she speaks of two distinct caUs that
are made "in the last work for the warn-
ing of the world." The first of these calls
was made between 1840 and 1844 call-
ing people out of the fallen Protestant
churches as the three angels' messages
were given.

"While you hold the banner of truth
firmly, proclaiming the law of God, let
every soul remember that the faith of
Jesus is connected with the command-
ments of God. The third angel is repre-
sented as flying through the midst of
heaven, crying with a loud voice,'Here
are they that keep the commandments of
God, and the faith of Jesus.' Revelation
14: 12. The first, second, and third an-
gels' messages are all linked together.
The evidences of the abiding, ever-
living truth of these grand messages, that
mean so much to us, that have awakened
such intense opposition from the re-
ligious world, cannot be extinguished.
Satan is constantly seeking to cast his
hellish shadow about these messages, so
that the remnant people of God shall not
clearly discern their import, their time,
and place; but they live, and are to exert
their power upon our religious ex-
perience while time shall last ....
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"When Jesus began His public min-
istry, He cleansed the temple from its
sacrilegious profanation. Among the last
acts of His mirtistry was the second
cleansing of the temple. So ill the last
work for the warnillg of the world, two
distinct calls are made to tire churches.
The second angel's message is, 'Baby-
lon is fallen, is fallen, that great City,
because she made all nations drink of the
wine of the wrath of her fornication."
Revelation 14:8. And in the loud cry of
the third angel's message a voice is
heard from heaven saying, 'Come out of
her, my pcople, that ye be not partakers
of her sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues. For her sins have reached unto
heaven and God hath remembered her
iniquities.' " Revelation 18:4-5; Review
alld Herald, vol. 2, 620; emphasis sup-
plied

"Thus the substance of the second
angel's message is again given to the
world by that other angel who lightens
the earth with his glory. These messages
aU blend in one, to come before the
people in the closillg days of this earth's
hislOry." Selected Messages, book 2,
116; emphasis supplied

We can very clearly see that the call
to come out of Babylon is to be sounded
again in the "last work for the warning
of the world in the closing days of this
earth's history." In a degree, this last
message of that other angel coming

down flOm heaven with great power and
lightening the earth with his glory is to
be accomplished through OUI pUblishing
houses. See Testimollies, vol. 7 139-140.
But it will also have to be sounded
through our pastors, "giving the trumpet
a certain sound." See Manuscript Re-
leases, vol. 14, 111. How can this truly
be done, if we are linking hand in hand
with those pastors that are preaching the
false wine of Babylon?

"Can two walk together, except they
be agreed?" Amos 3:3. In the past, we
Seventh-day Adventists have become

involved with the World Council of
Churches. Seventh-day Adventists have
held ecumenical setvices with the faUen
Protestant churches, and we have
reached our hands "across the gulf" in
various ways. Desmond Ford in a recent
interview on Australia radio indicated
that the Seventh-day Adventist Church
is heading in the direction of mainline
Protestantism, and he applauds this
move. Others have spoken of unity be-
tween Christians. What should be our
position?
"There has been for years, in

churches of the Protestant faith, a strong
and growing sentiment in favor of a
union based upon common points of
doctrine. To seewe such a union, the
discussion of subjects upon which all
were not agreed-however important
they might be flOm a Bible standpoint,
must necessarily be waived ....

"When the leading churches of the
United States, uniting upon such points
of doctrine as are held by them in com-
mon, shaU influence the state to enforce
their decrees and to sustain their institu-
tions, then Ptotestant America will have
formed an image of the Roman hierar-
chy, and the infliction of civil penalties
upon dissenters will inevitably result."
The Great COlltroversy, 444--445

As Seventh-day Adventists we can-
not be a part of the various movements
seeking Christian unity since they are

not based on correct doctrine. "We are
not to cringe and beg pardon of the
wotld for telling them the truth: we
should scorn concealment. Unfurl your
colors to meet the cause of men and
angels. Let it be understood that
Seventh-day Adventists can make no
complOmise. In yout opirtions and faith
there must not be the least appearance
of waverings: the world has a right to
know what to expect of us." Evan·
gelism, 179

"Jesus lived in the midst of a sinful
and petverse generation. He could not be



at peace with the world unless He left
them unwarned, umeproved, and this
would not be in accordance with the
plan of salvation." Ibid., 368
"There is to be no compromise with

those who make void the law of
God.... Our testimony is not to be less
decided now lhan formerly; our real
position is not to be cloaked in order to
please the world's great men. They may
desire us to unite with them and accept
their plans, and may make propositions

Editorial
Continued from 2

slightcd and rejectcd. Gather them up
with meekness, with trembling, and with
fear. The sin of ancient [srael was in
disregarding the expressed will of God
and following their own way according
to the leadings of unsanctified hearts.
Modern Israel are fast following in their
footsteps, and the displeasure of the Lord
is as surely resting upon them." Ibid.,
93-94

"It is a solemn and terrible truth that
many who have been zealous in pro-
claiming the third angel's message arc
now becoming listless and indifferent!
The line of demarcation betwecn world-
lings and many professed Christians is
almost indistinguishable. Many who
once were earnest Adventists are con-
forming to the world-Io its practices,
its customs, its selfishness. Inslead of
leading the world to render obedience to
God's law, the church is uniting more
and more closely with the world in
transgression. Daily thc church is be-
coming convcrted to the world. How
many professing Christians are slaves of
mammon! Their indulgence of appetite,
thcir extravagant expendilure of money
for sclfish gratification, greatly dishon-
ors God." Ibid., vol. 8, 118-119
"This is our message, the very mes-

sage thaI the threc angels flying in the
midst of heaven are proclaiming. TIle
work to be done now is that of sounding
this last message of mercy to a fallen
world. A new life is coming from heaven
and taking possession of al! God's
people. BUI divisions will come in the
church. Two parties will be developed.
The wheat and tares grow up together for
the harvest.

"The work will grow deeper and
become marc earnest to the very close of
time. And all who are laborers together
with God will conlend most earnestly

in regard to our course of action which
may give the enemy an advantage over
us.... While we should not seek for
controversy, and should not needlessly
offend, we must present the truth clearly
and decidedly, and stand firm to what
God has taught us in His Word."
SelecredMessages, book 2, 371

The Lord is coming soon. Many will
perish if they are not warned. It is quite
ctifficultto warn if we are in any form of
a compromising position. If our pastor is

for the faith once dclivered to the saints.
They wil! not be turned from the present
message, which is already lightening the
earth with its glory. Nothing is worth
contending for bUlthe glory ofGod. The
only rock that will stand is the Rock of
Ages. The truth as it is in Jesus is the
refuge in these days of error." Selecred
Messages, book 2, 114

Let us remember that the prophet of
the Lord wrole these inspired statements
before the turn of the eenlury, but she
was looking al our day-the end of time,
the time when the Elijah message was to
warn the church and the world of the
soon-coming Redeemer, when Ihe third
angel's message would be joined by the
fourlh angel of Revelation 18 to swell to
a loud cry.

Let us also remember that truth does
not divide, but when truth mects error
and apostasy there is a division-error
divides. But let uS have courage now.
The revival and reformation promised is
on its way and God is now taking the
reins into His own hands. Sec Testimo-
nies to Ministers, 300. Many will be
surprised by the simple means He will
use to perfecI His work in righteousness.
He is working Ihrough His Holy Spirit
around the world with people who are
wil!ing to be made willing to perfectly
obey present Iruth and to purify their
souls through justification and sanctifi-
cation.

They arc symbolized by the three
angels flying in heaven in this final hour
of the church's probation. See
nies, vol. 6, 17-18; Selected Messages,
book 2, 387. Our prophet says: "There
are few reatly consecrated men among
us, few who have fought and conquered
in the battle with self. Real conversion is
a decided change of feelings and mo-
tives; it is a virtual taking leave of
worldly connections, a hastening from
their spiritual atmospherc, a withdraw-

in such a position, let us not criticize, but
instead let US approach him in love and
show him from the Bible and the Spirit
of Prophecy that we each need to be able
to proclaim the last-day message of that
other angel, "Come out of her, my
people."

May the three angels' messages be
preached to a dying world, maya noble
character be developed in all those who
love the Lord, and may Jesus come
soon. 0

ing from the controlling power of their
thoughts, opinions, and influences. The
separation causes pain and bitterness to
both parlies." Testimonies, vol. 5, 82-83

The test is coming to every Seventh-
day Adventist, whether he is a worker or
layman, and tragically the majority will
fail the test. "Th stand in defense of truth
and righteousness when the majority
forsakes us, to fight the battles of the
Lord when champions are few-this
will be our test." Ibid., 136

Ellen White reveals to us the mes-
sage from the angel of the Lord. "Said
the angel: 'God will bring His work
closer and closer to test and prove every
one of His people.' Some are willing to
receive one point; but when God brings
them to another testing point, they
shrink from it and stand back, because
they find that il strikes directly at some
cherished idol. Here they have opportu-
nity to see what is in their hearts that
shuts out Jesus. They prize something
higher than the truth, and their hearts arc
not prepared to receive Jesus. Individu-
als are tested and proved a length of time
to see if they will sacrifice their idols
and heed the counsel of the True Wit-
ness. If any will not be purified through
obeying the truth, and overcome their
selfishness, their pride, and evil pas-
sions,the angels ofGod have the charge:
'They are joined to their idols, let them
alonc,' and they pass on to their work,
leaving these with their sinful traits un-
subdued, to the control of evil angels.
Those who come up to every point, and
stand every test, and overcome, be the
price whal it may, have heeded the
counsel of the True Witness, and Ihey
will receive the latter rain, and thus be
fitted fortranslation." Ibid., vol. 1,187

That angel's message now to us is,
Get ready, get rcady, gel ready!

Ron Spear-EDITOR
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letters are given to the respective
leaderships for them to serve to the
church as communicants of the mes-
sage. Scripture does not say that these
leiters are descriptions of only the laily
throughout the Christian era. No, it
seems that these descriptions of Christ's
church till the close of time are describ-
ing the conditions of both leadership
and laity, but especially of leadership.
Human experience tends to follow the
dictum: "Like leader, like people."
Christ addresses His messages to the
leadership of each of His churches be-
cause the messages are descriptions of
the leadership as well as of the people.
He also addresses these messages to
leadership because He holds the under-
shepherds responsible for the condition
of the sheep.

In His message to the first church
(Revelation 2:1-7), Christ informs
leadership that there is apostasy in the
church in the form of "false apostles"
(verse 2). He also states that the church
as a whole is apostatizing by leaving
their first love and are in need of repent-
ance (verses 4-5). A careful Sludy of the
messages to churches two, three, four,
and six reveals that each had individuals
or groups disobedient to the Lord (Rev-
elation 2:8, 12, 18 and 3:7). The major
body of each of these four churches,
however, was not greatly condemned by
the faithful and true Witness. Evidently
these churches conlained apostasy, but
they as a body were not in apostasy.
The condition of the fifth church,

Sardis, was less favorable. It had a name
of being spiritually alive, but in reality it
was dead. Its members were unaware of
their true condition and were in need of
waking up (Revelation 3:1-6). Only a
few in Sardis were not involved in the
apostasy (verse 4). The majority, or
body, were in disobedience to Christ and
in need of repentance. We are told that
the message to Sardis is senlto Christ's
present-day church.

"In the message to the church at
Sardis two parties are presented-those
who have a name to live, but are dead;
and those who are slriving to overcome.
Study this message, found in Ihe third
chapter of Revelation. Who are meant
by those that are ready to die? and what
has made them thus? The explanation is
given, 'I have not found thy works per-
fect before God.' 1b the church of the
present day this message is sent." The
Seventh-tilly Adventist Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 7,959

The Church That
KnowestNot

accepted is the content of the message to
Laodicea and the significance to those to
whom it is addressed.

Each of the messages to the seven
churches is addressed to the "star," or
angel, of that respective church. See
Revelation 1:16,20,2:1,8, 12, 18, and
3:1, 7, 14. The angel represents the
ministry or leadership of each respec-
live church. See Gospel Workers, 13
and The Acts of the Apostles, 586. The
Bible does not say that these seven

I T is well recognized among us as
Sevenlh-day Adventists that the mes-

sages to the seven churches of Revela-
tion chapters 2 and 3 picture the ex-
perience of the Christian church down
through the centuries. As early as 1856
our leadership recognized that the mes-
sage to the last church, Laodicea, was
prophetic of our experience as God's
remnant church. See Ellen White, The
Early Years, vol. I, 1827-1862, 342-
345. What has been less recognized and
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What will happen if we do not awaken to our
true condition? Our churches and institutions
will become weakened and dead

The condition of Christ's last church
is the least favorable of all. No individu-
als or groups are singled out by the 1hJe
Witness. It is seemingly not a problem of
some in the church being asleep or dead
or in apostasy. The whole body is in-
volved. The whole leadership and laity
alike are described as having a luke-
warm relationship with Christ and in
danger of being rejected by Him. We are
told that "there are Enochs in this our
day," (Christ's Object Lessons, 332) but
according to the account of the Faithful
and True Witness they must be in the
minority.
"And unto the angel of the church of

the Laodiceans wtite; These things sailh
the Amen, the faithful and true witness,
the beginning of the creation of God; I
know thy works, that thou are neither
cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or
hot. So then because thou art lukewarm,
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee
out of my mouth." Revelation 3:14-16.
That the entire end-time church is in a
less than ideal spiritual condition is con-
firmed by the parable of the ten virgins
of Matthew 25:1-13. All, leadership and
laity alike, are described as being spir-
itually asleep just before the arrival of
the bridegroom. Christ described His
last church as being in a wretched spir-
itual condition. "Because thou sayest, I
am rich, and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing; and knowest not
that thou art wretched, and miserable,
and poor, and blind, and naked." Revela-
tion 3:17

Does the end-time prophet confirm
our condition as described by the faith-
ful and true Witness? "The message to
the Laodicean church is highly appli-
cable to us as a people." Ibid., vol. 7,
%1. "The message to the church of the
Laodiceans applies especially to the
people of God today." Review and Her-
ald, vol. 4, 548. "The message to the
church of the Laodiceans is a startling
denunciation, and is applicable to the
people of God at the present time....
The Lord here shows us that the message
to be borne to His people by ministers
whom He has called to warn the people
is not a peace-and-safety message....
The testimony, so CUlling and severe,
cannot be a mistake, for it is the 1hJe
Witness who speaks, and His testimony
must be correct." TestimolJies, vol. 3,
252-253

What will happen if we do not
awaken to our true condition? OUT
churches and institutions will become

weakened and dead. "The church is like
the unproductive tree which, receiving
the dew and rain and sunshine, should
have produced an abundance of fruit, but
on which the divine search discovers
nothing but leaves. Solemn thought for
our churches! solemn, indeed, for every
individual! Marvelous is the patience
and forbearance of God; but 'except
thou repent,' it will be exhausted; the
churches, aUf institutions, will go from
weakness to weakness, from cold for-
mality to deadness, while they are say-
ing, 'I am rich, and increased with
goods, and have need of nothing.' The
1hJe Wilness says, 'And Io,owest not that
thou art wretched, and miserable, and
poor, and blind, and naked.' Will they
ever see clearly their true condition?"
ReviewalldHerald, vol. 2, 454; italics in
original

How concerned should we be by the
exposure of our true condition as a
people? Is the condition of being
lukewarm very serious? Is there any
great danger involved in remaining in
the comfortable lukewarm condition?
"So then because thou art lukewarm, and
neither cold not hot, I will spue thee out
of my mouth." Revelalion 3:16

How concerned should we be about
the danger of being spewed out? "Will
the churchcs heed the Laodicean mes-
sage? Will they repeot, or will they,

notwithstanding that the most solemn
message of truth-the third angel's
message-is being proclaimed to the
world, go on in sin? This is the last
message of metcy, the last waming to a
fallen world. If the chutch of God be-
comes lukewarm, it does not stand in
favor with God any more than do the
churches that are represented as having
fallen and become the habitation of
devils, and the hold of every foul spirit,
and the cage of every unclean and hate·
ful bird. Those who have had oppor-
tunities to hear and receive the truth and
who have united with the Seventh-day

Adventist ChurCh, calling themselves
the commandment-keeping people of
God, and yet possess no more vitality
and consecration to God than do the
nominal churches, will receive of the
plagues of God just as verily as the
churches. who oppose the law of God.
Only those that are sanctified through
the truth will compose the royal family
in the heavenly mansions Christ has
gone to prepare for those that love Him
and keep His commandments." Mallu-
script Releases, vol. 19, 176

Thete can be no apostasy with more
serious consequences than that of
Laodicea who will suffer the seven last
plagues unless she repents. Laodicea's
serious condition is compounded by her
blindness to her condition. It is serious
enough to be in danger of the punish-
ment prepared for those who receive the
mark of the beast. It is even a more
serious and desperate situation to be
blinded to that danger. There can be no
greater danger than remaining asleep in
the church that knowest it nol. "So then
because thou art lukewarm, and neither
cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my
mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich,
and increased with goods, and have
need of nothing; and knowest not that
thou art wretched, and miserable, and
poor, and blind, and naked." Revelation
3:16-17

With reason Isaiah tells us to "Cry
aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a
trumpet, and shew my people their trans-
gression, and the house of Jacob their
sins." Isaiah 58:1. Woe to those who
continue to rock the cradle of the slum-
bering church when such messages are
given.
"Those who work in the fear of God

to rid the church of hindrances, and to
correct grievous wrongs, that the people
of God may see the necessity of abhor-
ring sin, and that they may prosper in
purity, and the name of God be
glorified, will ever meet with resisting
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Woe to us ifwe try to diminish our personal
responsibility or that of leadership by
downplaying the seriousness of disobedience
to the Lord or apostasy in the church

influences from the unconsecrated.
Zephaniah describes the true state of
this class, and the terrible jUdgments
that will 'come upon them: 'And it shall
come to pass at that time, that I will
search Jerusalem with candles, and
punish the men that are settled on their

lees: that say in their heart, The Lord
will not do good, neither will He do
evil.' Zephaniah 1:12.... God will not
be trifled with. It is in time of conflict
whcn the true colors should be flung to
the breeze. It is then the standard-
bearers need to be firm, and Jet their
true position be known. It is then the
skill of every true soJdier for the right is
testcd. Shirks can never wear the laurels
of victory. Those who are true and loyal
will not conceal the fact, but will put
heart and might into the work, and
venture their all in the struggle, let the
battle turn as it will. God is a sin-hating
God; and those who will encourage the
sinner, saying, It is well with thee, God
will curse." Review and Herald, vol. 2,
49-50

Woe to US if we try to diminish our
personal responsibility or that of leader-
ship by downpJaying the seriousness of
disobedience to thc Lord or apostasy in
the church. The lesson to be learned
from Achan's experience is that the
whole body, and cspecially leadership,
is held responsible when there is sin in
the eamp. When we fail to do what we
can to remove apostasy from our ranks
we become guilty of and parties to that
apostasy.

"The history of Achan teaches the
solemn lesson, that for one man's sin,
the displeasure of God will rest upon a
people or a nation till the transgression is
searched out and punishcd. Sin is cor-
rupting in its nature. One man infected
with its deadly leprosy may communi-
catc the taint to thousand5. Those who
occupy responsible positions as guardi-
ans of the people are false to their trust,
if they do not faithfully search out and
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reprove sin. Many dare not condemn
iniquity, lest they shall thereby sacrifice
position or popularity. And by some it is
eonsidered uncharitable to rebuke sin.
The servant of God should never allow
his own spirit to be mingled with the
reproof which he is required to give; but

he is under the most solemn obligation
to present the Word ofGod, without fear
or favor. He must call sin by its right
name. Those who by their carelessness
or indifference permit God's name to be
dishonored by His professed people, are
numbered with thc transgressor-regis-
tered in the record of heaven as partakers
in their evil deeds." Signs of the Times,
vol. 1,221

Whcn we perceive spiritual coldness
and declension among us, we need to
seek wisdom from God as to how to
recognize the cvil in the eamp and how
to get rid of i1.

"We rcpeat, God holds the church
responsible for the sins of its individual
membcrs. When coldness and spiritual
declension exist, God's people should
put away their pride and self-confidence
and self-exaltation, and should come to
the Lord in sorrow and humility, not
charging Him with injustice, but seeking
wisdom to understand the hidden sins
which shut out His presence.
"Those who have the true love of

God in their hearts will not teach that
sin should be handled with gloved
hands. The words of God to Joshua
contain a solemn lesson for everyone
who professes to be a follower of
Christ-'Neither will 1be with you any
more, except ye destroy the accursed
from among you.' II Joshua 7:12; ibid.,
222
"If wrongs exist among the people,

and the servants of God pass on in-
different to them, they virtually sustain
and justify the sinner, and are guilty
alike wilh the sinner, and will receive
the displcasure of God just as surely as
the sinner; for they will be made rc-

sponsible for the sins of the guilty.
Those men who have excused wrongs
have been thought by the people to be
very amiable, and of lovely disposition,
simply because they shunned to dis-
charge a plain and scriptural duty. The
task was not agreeable to their feelings;
therefore they avoided it." Review alld
Herald, vol. 1, 133

We need not study far into the coun-
sels of the Spirit of Prophecy as to how
Christ has asked us to live for Him and
as to how we are to do His work on this
earth to realize that as a people we are in
disobediencc to many of those counsels.
(see Our Firm Foundation, December
1991, 5) One does not have to study far
to agree with the General Conference
leadership of 1973-1974 that "Leaders
and people are in some ways disobedient
to divine dircctives, both in personal
experience and in the conduct of the
church's commission.... As Seventh-
day Adventists we cannot plead ig-
norance of God's will concerning His
expectations, either for the individual or
for thc church. If we ignore or rcject
God's counsels, this may well be de-
fined as an act of insubordination, which
will affect our relation to the coming of
the Lord." Annual Council 1973/1974
Appeals (see Our Firm Foundation,
December 1991, 19)

Our degree of Laodicean slumber is
measurable by how we perceive our-
sclves in comparison as to how God
perceives us as portrayed by His mes-
senger in the following reference:

"1 am fillcd with sadness when I
think of our condition as a people. The
Lord has not closed heaven to us, but our
own course of continual backsliding has
separated us from God. Pride, covetous-
ness, and love of the world have lived in
the heart without fear of banishment or
condemnation. Grievous and pre-
sumptuous sins have dwelt among us.
And yet the general opinion is that the
church is flourishing and that peace and
spiritual prosperity are in all her bordcrs.

"The church has turned back from
following Christ her Leadcr and is
steadily rctreating toward Egypt. Yet
few are alarmed or astonished at their
want of spiritual power. Doubt, and even
disbelicf of the testimonies of the Spirit
ofGod, is leavening our churches every-
where. Satan would have it thus. Minis-
tcrs who preach self instead of Christ
would have it thus. The testimonies are
unread and unappreciated. God has
spokcn to you. Light has been shining



from His word and from the testimonies,
and both have been slighted and disre-
garded. The result is apparent in the lack
of purity and devotion and earnest faith
among us." Testimonies, vol. 5, 217

We were warned that Satan's final
deception for us a a people would be to
tum back from following Christ by per-
ntitting His leadership of us to be made
of none effect by our lack of faith in the
Spirit of Prophecy.
"The very last deception of Satan

will be to make of none effect the testi-
mony of the Spirit of God. 'Where there
is no vision, the people perish' (Proverbs
29: 18). Satan will work ingeniously, in
different ways and through different
agencies, to unsettle the confidence of
God's remnant people in the true testi-
mony." SelectedMessages, book 1, 48
'llagically, to a great extent, Satan

has been successful in accomplishing his
objective. Yes, our condition as leaders
and laity is indeed wretched, and as long
as we refuse to recognize OUT insubordi-
nation and apostasy, our condition is
truly desperate. But let US not despair.
The Faithful and True Witness has more
than adequate power and remedies to
cope with OUf dire straits. "I counsel thee
to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that
thou mayest be rich; and white raiment,
that thou mayest be clothed, and that the
shame of thy nakedness do not appear;
and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that
thou mayest see." Revelation 3: 18

"In holy vision the prophet saw the
ullimate triumph of God's remnant
church. He writes: fI saw as it were a sea
of glass mingled with fire: and thcm that
had gotten the victory ... stand on the
sea of glass, having the harps of God.
And they sing the song of Moses the
servant of God, and the song of the
Lamb, saying, Great and marvelous are
thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and
true arc thy ways, thou King of saints.' "
Revelation 15:2-3; SOliS alld Daughrers
ofGod, 358

In what ways do God's plans for us
differ from our present ways of living and
working for Him? What will it take to
awaken us from our comfortable, luke-
warm, slumbering condition?

What is to be our response to apos-
tasy? What measures are being used by
Christ and will be used by Him to
prepare presently lethargic leaders and
members of the church that "knowest
not" to stand perfected on the sea of
glass? These matters will be discussed
in future issues. 0

Crisis!
Conlinued from 18

pelled to form a separate organization,
but the act followcd our own denonti-
national decisions and eould have been
circumvented had leadership accepted
the valid concerns of the flock rather
than rising up in authoritative ire against
these members.

I cite these three instances for two
reasons. First, they verify that what has
happened within older denominations
has also taken place already within our
church. Second, to warn of the inevi-
table consequence of pursuing a policy
of persecution and disfellowshipment
against those dedicated to the purity of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. And
it is this purity for which God calls.

"That he might present it to himself a
glorious church, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it
should be holy and without blemish."
Ephesians 5:27
"Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye

look for such things, be diligent that ye
may be found of him in peace, without
spot, and blameless." 2 Peter 3:14

The results of the three previous
losses of dedicated members from our
church has been relatively small, al-
though tragic. BUI if we do not judge the
present worldwide situation aright and
continue to still the voices of warning at
this time of abject apostasy, if we con-
tinue to disfellowship the church's most
able and loyal supporters, the schism
which we in the denontinational ranks
will have caused may be beyond the
ability of God's church to recover. Even
allowing for the fact that some now
boldly opposing error will capitulate if
the ecclesiastical pressure becomes
fiercer, nevertheless, the worldwide dis-
tribution of men and women who will
not yield conviction to the dictates of
those who, while accepting posts of
leadership, are unfaithful to Jesus and
His Word, will be calastrophic.

These are those who live sacrificially
in order to spread God's message. They
have spent all in the cause of their
Saviour. To lose from our ntidst these,
with their even more important godly
testimonies, would be as surely the death
knell of God's church as was the dis-
ntissal of the early Christians from the
Jewish organization. The day has come
when Christ's prophecy is being ful-
filled in our own church.
"They shall pul you out of the syn-

agogues: yea, the time cometh that

whosever killeth you will think that be
doeth God service. And these things will
they do unto you, because they have not
known the Father, nor me." John.J6:2-3
1bis self-destructive process must be

halted immediately, for the survival of
God's precious church is at, stake.
Furthermore, those disfellowshiped
must be welcomed back into fellowship,
and full, open confession of the wrong
done must be made.

In these acts we are contravening the
explicit directions of our Lord.

"So the servants of the householder
came and said unto him, Sir, diclst not
thou sow good seed in thy field? from
whence then hath it tares? He said unto
them, An enemy hath done this. The
servants said unto him, Wilt thou then
that we go and gather them up? But he
said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the
tares, ye root up also the wheat with
them." Matthew 13:27-29

Of course, some church members
become so profligate that it is necessary
to sever their church connection. But our
present action in separating from the
church those living upright lives is quite
different. In these cases we are taking
God's prerogative to ourselves in seek-
ing to read the hearts of men and
women. All churches which have in the
past usurped this divine prerogative
have claimed to be genuine churches of
God.

It is not yet too late for our church.
But there must be an immediate halt to
the rash of punitive actions taken by
leadership against humble, earnest
church members. We must reinstate the
memberships and credentials taken from
godly members for less than proper
cause. Failure to do so will initiate a
crisis for our church of unprecedented
proportions, for which we in denomi-
national service will be responsible. I
pray that God will preserve His treas-
ured church.

We tiave reached the very time fore-
told by God's servant when she stated
thai "the church may appear as about to
fall." Selected Messages, book 2, 380

If we did not have the assurance of
Inspiration that it will not fall we would
be sorely templed to doubt this fact. 1bis
assurance does not Jessen our responsi-
bility to heed the warnings of the faithful
and to seek our God that the almost
overwhelming apostasy in our midst be
cast out of God's church. Let us face the
present crisis by rising in purity, prepar-
ing to meet our God. 0
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