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POR OVER 140 years the Seventh-
day Adventist Church has been en-

trusted with the great soul-saving mes-
sages of the three angels.

We have been told by Ellen White
that we could have been in the kingdom
before this. Sec Selected Messages,
book 1, 68; Testimonies, vol. 6, 450; vol.
8, 116; vol. 9, 29

Why the long delay?
"The people of God have lost much

by not maintaining the simplicity of the
truth as it is in Jesus. This simplicity has
been crowded out, and forms and
ceremonies and a round ofbusy activities
in mechanical work have taken ilS place.
Pride and lukewarmness have made the
professed people of God an offense in
His sight. Boastful self-suffiCiency and
complacent self-righteousness have
masked and concealed the beggary and
nakedness of the soul; but with God all
things are naked and manifest." ReFiew
andHerald, vol. 3, 173 (August 7, 1894)
"What is it that constitutes the

wretchedness, the nakedness of those
who [eel rich and increased with goods?
It is the want of the righteousness of
Christ. In their own righteousness they
are represented as clothed with filthy
rags, and yet in this condition they Oaller
themselves that they arc clothed upon
with Christ's righteousness. Could de-
ception be greater?" Ibid.

UDaily the church is becoming con-
verted to the world. How many profess-
ing Christians are slaves of mammon!
Their indulgence of appetite, their ex-
travagant expenditure of money for self-
ish gratification, greatly dishonors God.

through lack of zeal for the
promulgation of the third angel's mes-
sage, many others, while not apparently
living in transgression, arc nevertheless
as verily lending their influence on the
side of Satan as are those who openly sin
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against God. Multitudes are perishing;
but how few arc burdened [or these
souls! There is a stupor, a paralysis, upon
many of the people of God, which pre-
vents them from understanding the duty
of the hour." Testimonies, vol. 8, 119

Our great weakness has been that we
as people, leaders, pastors and laity have
been leaning on the arm of flesh for our
directions, and not on Goel.

"Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the
man that trusteth in man, and maketh
flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth
from the Lord." Jeremiah 17:5

The shaking of Adventism will soon
be complete. Probation will close and
Jesus will come. We are standing at the
very portals of the eternal world and
soon the judgments of God will come 10
the church and to the world as an over-
whelming surprise.

"There is a limit beyond which the
judgments of Jehovah can no longer be
delayed. The desolation of Jerusalem in
the days of Jeremiah is solemn warning
to modem Israel, that the counsels and
admonitions given them through chosen
instrumentalities cannot be disregarded
with impunity." Prop/leIS alld Kings, 417

"My heart is filled with anguish
when I think of the tame messages borne
by some o[ our ministers, when they
have a message of life and death to bear.
The ministers are aSleep; and lay mem-
bers arc asleep; and a world is perishing
in sin. May God help His people to
arouse and walk and work as men and
women on the borders of the eternal
world. Soon an awful surprise is coming
upon the inhabitants of the world. Sud-
denly, with power and great glory,
Christ will come. Then there will be no
time to prepare to meet Him. Now is the
time for us to give the warning mes-
sage." Testimonies, vol. 8, 37

In these final moments, docs God
have asolution to the present situation in
the world and in the church?

"The old truths, given us at the
beginning, are 10 be heralded far and
ncar. The lapse of time has not lessened
their value. It is the constant effort of the
enemy to remove these truths from their
setting, and to put in their place spurious

theories. But the Lord will raise up men
of keen perception, who with clear vi-
sion wiII discern the intrigues of Satan,
and wiII give these truths their proper
place in Ihe plan of God." Review and
Herald, vol. 4, 547 (August 20, 1903)

If some of our ministers fail, God has
men and women reserved to carry the
standard of righteousness.

"God wiII carry on His work through
Wholly consecrated workmen. If His
ministers fail of representing Christ, He
will turn to others, many of whom have
not been prepared for the work by a
regular course of study, and will put a
message into their lips, even the last
message of warning. He will call men
[rom their various employments, and at
His bidding, they will go forth to pro-
claim present truth." Ibid., vol. 4, 172
(December 9,1902)

"Those who engage in the solemn
work of bearing the third angel's mes-
sage, must move out decidedly, and in
the Spirit and power of God, fearlessly
preach the truth, and let it cut. They
should elevate the standard of truth, and
urge the people to come up to it. It has
been lowered down to meet the people in
their condition of darkness and sin. It is
the pointed testimony that will bring up
the people to decide. A peaee[ul testi-
mony will not do this. The people have
the privilege of listening t.o this kind of
teaching [rom the pulpits of the day. But
God has servants to whom He has en-
trusted a solemn, fearful message, to
bring out and [it up a people [or the
coming of Christ." Spirilllal Gifls, vol. 2,
299-300

According to our prophet's straight
testimony, our message today must be
even more pointed and stronger than
that of John the Baptist.
"In this fearful time, just before

Christ is to come the second time, God's
faithful preachers will have to bear a still
more pointed testimony than was borne
by John the Baptist." Testimonies, vol. 1,
321
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Bible Sanctification
THE THEME of the Bible is the

gospel, and the gospel is God's plan
to return the fallen race to their Garden
home. But only those who are faithful,
loyal, and obedient to God's righteous
law will be eligible to be caretakers in
Eden renewed.

It is very important, then, to every
Seventh-day Adventist to understand the
gospel by experience. Jesus prayed:
"Sanctify them through thy truth: thy
word is truth." John 17:17

This theme ofsanctification is as old
as the Bible itself. But it is still a mys-
tery to most Christians. In biblical yet
simple terms, sanctification makes us
free from sin.

First of all, justification and sancti-
fication can never be separated. When
we arc justified, we are also sanctified.

Where and when does justification
begin? When we are so sorry for sin that
we seek God with all our heart for power
to stop sinning. ye shall seek me,
and find me, when ye shall search for me
with all your heart." Jeremiah 29:13

"Now I rejoice, nOlthat ye were made
sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance:
for ye were made sorry after a godly
manner, that ye might receive damage by
us in nothing. For godly sorrow worketh
repentance to salvation not to be repented
0[: but the sorrow of the world worketh
death." 2 Corinthians 7:9-10

We must ask God to give us repent-
ance. And in His great love for the fallen
race, He freely gives it (Acts 5:31) to all
who sincerely seek Him. We must re-
ceive a repentance not to be repented of.

So many Christians are like little
Johnny and the cookie jar. He loved
Mammie's cookies and every time
Mommie wasn't looking, his hand was
in the jar, and off to the closet he went to
enjoy his stolen treat.

After several reprimands and punish-
ments, she removed the cookie jar to the
topmost shelf in the cupboard. One day
Mother came to the kitchen in haste.
"Johnny, I must run to the store. I will be
gone for only a minute," and she was
gone. He heard the car going out the
driveway and his attention was immedi-
ately on the top shelf of the cupboard
where the cookie jar was. Without taking
time to consider the consequences of
stealing cookies, he found his hand once
again in the forbidden jar. But Mother had
forgotten her purse and back to the house
she came. As she opened the ki tchen door,
little Johnny and the cookie jar were on
the floor. The jar was in a million pieces,
and Johnny's little hands held the evi-
dence of his disobedience, cookie crumbs.

Johnny's tears were not for the sor-
row of disobedience, but for the con-
sequences of his disobedience.

Thus it is with many Christians
today. Yes, and all through the history of
God's church, through the ages, His
people have sorrowed for the con-
sequences, but nOl for the sin.

There are two steps to justification
(being right with God):

First: The sins we have committed in
the past must be pardoned. "Ifwe confess
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness." 1 John 1:9. How very
simple to understand and easy to do once
we repent ofour sins! This pardon comes
by faith-by believing the word of God
in the text just now used. We can receive
pardon [or sins in a moment, at any time,
day or night, for the sincere asking;
mercy is always waiting.

Second: The second step is very
different and more difficult. Sins originate
in the heart, and the desire to sin must be
removed; we must receive achange of the
nature, and become "partakers of the
divine nature." 2 Peter 1:4. This c/range of
nature is our problem and is not the work
of a moment, but of a lifetime. Yet, thank
God, it can be done. Note the description
of the changed nature:

Ron Spear
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Man must do his part; he must be victor on his
own account, through the strength and grace
that Christ gives him

"When this ehange has been wrought
in you, it will be as natural for you to live
to bless others as for the rosebush to
yield its fragrant bloom, or the vine its
purple clusters." Thoughts From the
MOllnt ofBlessing, 183
"Looking unto Jesus we obtain

brighter and more distinct views ofGod,
and by beholding we become changed.
Goodness, love for our fellow men, be-
comes our natural instincl." Christ's Ob-
ject Lessons, 355

"Duty becomes a delight, and sacri-
fice a pleasure. To honor Christ, to be-
come like Him, to work for Him, is the
life's highest ambition and its greatest
joy." Education, 297

"Thus it is with the truly righteous
man. He is unconscious of his goodness
and piety. Religious principle has be-
come the spring of his life and conduct,
and it is just as natural for him to bear the
fruits of the Spirit as for the fig tree to
bear figs or for the rosebush to yield
roses. His nature is so thoroughly imbued
with love for God and his fellow men that
he works the works of Christ with a
willing heart." The Sanctified Life, 13

How is this change in nature wrought?
By faith? By works? By effort? Without
effort?

A variety of conflicting and often
confused answers will be given by various
people. All of the methods they have tried
have failed, and they wonder if there is
any way by which they can succeed; often
they doubt that poSSibility. Thousands
have given up in utter discouragement and
have left the Christian pathway because of
this confusion. This point needs to be very
carefully examined and analyzed, and the
procedure made so simple that any child
can understand how to do it. We will take
it by easy steps.

Is it done without effort? Positively
not! Read your Bible! You will find it
filled with commands for action. "Fight
the good fight of faith, lay hold on
eternal life." 1 Timothy 6:12

"Sanctification is the work, not of a
day, or of a year, but of a lifetime. The
struggle for conquest over self, for holi-
ness and heaven, is a lifelong struggle."
Testimonies, vol. 8, 312-313
"There is no such thing as instan-

taneous sanctification. True sanctifica-
tion is a daily work, continuing as long
as life shall last." The Sanctified Life, 10

"Perfection of character is a lifelong
work, unattainable by those who are not
willing to strive for it in God's ap-
pointed way, by slow and toilsome

steps. We cannot afford to make any
mistake in this matter, but we want day
by day to be growing up into Christ, our
living Head." Testimonies, vol. 5, 500

"Sanctification is not the work of a
moment, an hour, a day, but of a lifetime.
It is not gained by a happy flight of
feeling, but is the result of constantly
dying to sin, and constantly living for
Christ. Wrongs cannot be righted nor
reformations wrought in the character by
feeble, intermittent efforts. It is only by
long, persevering effort, sore discipline,
and stem conflict, that we shall over-
come. We know not one day how strong
will be our conflict the next. So long as
Satan reigns, we shall have self to sub-
due, besetting sins to overcome; so long
as life shall last, there will be no stop-
ping place, no point which we can reach
and say, I have fUlly attained. Sanctifica-
tion is the result of lifelong obedience."
The Acts of the Apostles, 560
"Let no one imagine that it is an easy

thing to overcome the enemy, and that he
can be borne aloft to an incorruptible
inheritance without effon on his part. 10
look back, is to grow dizzy; to let go the
hold, is to perish. Few appreciate the
importance of striving constantly to
overcome. They relax their diligence, and
as a result, become selfish and self-indul-
gent. Spiritual vigilance is not thought to

be essential. Eamestness in human effon
is not brought into the Christian life."
Testilllonies, vol. 5, 539-540

On this important topic, striving or
effort, the devil has hrought in a terrihle
distortion of the gospel.

Some would have us believe we will
be saved if we do enough good things for
God. The Dlher side of his false gospel is
that we do not do anything. "Jesus did it
all," and so I relax in the other scat; Jesus
is driving. He will take me through the
pearly gates. Both are dangerous, for we
cannot do anything to be saved, but if we
do not do something we will be lost. But
we do what He has asked us to do because

wc love Him. Jesus says: ''If you love me,
kcep my commandments." John 14:15

Ellen White says:
"Will man take hold of divine power,

and with determination and perseveranoe
resist Satan, as Christ has given him
example in His conflict with the foe in the
wilderness of temptation? God cannot
save man against his will from the power
of Satan's artifices. Man must work with
his human power, aided by the divine
power of Christ, to resist and to conquer
at any cost to himself. In sbon, man must
overcome as Christ overcame. And then,
through the victory that it is his privilege
to gain by the all-powerful name ofJesus,
he may become an heir of God and
joint-heir with Jesus Christ. This could
not be the case if Christ alone did all the
overcoming. Man must do his pan; he
must be victor on his own account,
through the strength and graoe that Christ
gives him. Man must be a co-worker with
Christ in the labor of overcoming, and
then he will be partaker with Christ in His
glOry." Sons and Daughters ofGod, 156

Jesus makes it clear that we must do
something when He says to strive:

"Then said one unto him, Lord, are
there few that be saved? And he said unto
them, Strive to enter in at the strait gale:
for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter
in, and shall not be able." Luke 13:23-24

They did not make the character
preparation and are lost. What tragedy!

"I saw that many were neglecting
the preparation so needful and were
looking to the time of 'refreshing' and
the 'latter rain' to fit them to stand in
the day of the Lord and to live in His
sight. Oh, how many I saw in the time of
trouble without a sheller! They had neg-
lected the needful preparation; there-
fore they could not receive the refresh-
ing that all must have to fit them to live
in the sight of a holy God." Early
Writings, 71

COmplete, perfect obedience is our
test. We must strive with all our heart,
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The blessing comes when by faith the soul
surrenders itself to God. Then that power that
no human eye can see creates a new being in
the image of God

soul, and body. Anything less will not
enable us to endure to the end.

Justification is an experience of the
will surrendered to God. With the sur-
rendered will comes obedience, and Jesus
imputes His faith and forgiveness into the
life and counts the sinneras ifhe had never
sinned. Praise God! SecSteps 10 Cilrist, 62

"Pure religion has to do with the will.
The will is the governing power in the
nature of man, bringing all the other
faculties under its sway. The will is nOlthe
taste or the inclination, but it is the decid-
ing power which works in the children of
men unto obedience to GocI or unlO dis-
obedience." Testimonies, vol. 5, 513

"You need to drink daily at the foun-
tain of trulh, that you may undersland the
secret of pleasure and joy in the Lord.
But you must remember that your will is
the spring of all your actions. This will,
Ihat forms so imporlant a factor in the
character of man, was at the Fall given
into the control of Satan; and he has ever
since been working in man to will and to
do of his own pleasure, but to the uller
ruin and misery of man. But the infinite
sacrifice of God in giving Jesus, His
beloved Son, to become a sacrifice for
sin, enables Him to say, withoul violating
one principle of His government: 'Yield
yourself up to Me; give Me that will; take
it from the control of Satan, and I will
take possession of it; then I can work in

you to will and to do of My good
pleasure: When He gives you the mind
of Christ, your will becomes as His will,
and your character is transformed to be
like Christ's character. Is it your purpose
to do God's will '? Do you wish to obey
the Scriptures'? 'If any man will CDme
after me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross, and follow me.'

"There is no such thing as following
Christ unless you refuse to gratify incli-
nation and determine to obey God."
Ibid., 515

"By His perfect obedience He has
made it possible for every human being
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to obey God's commandments. When
we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart
is united with His heart, the will is
merged in His will, the mind becomes
one with His mind, the thoughts are
brought into captivity to Him; we live
His life. This is what it means to be
clothed with the garment of His right-
eousness." Cilrist's Object Lessons, 312

In the following statements God
identifies true sanctification.

"True sanctification is an entire con-
formity to the will of God." Tile
Sanctified Life, 9

"The sanctification set fonh in the
Sacred Scriptures has to do with the entire
being-spirit, soul, and body." Ibid., 7

"There is no genuine sanctificalion,
except Ihrough obedience to Ihe Iruth."
Ibid., 67

"Through obedience to that Word, he
becomes a parlakcrof the divine nature."
Review and Herald, vol. 3, 519 (No-
vember 23, 1899)

"True sanctification is harmony with
God, oneness with Him in character. It is
received through obedience to those
principles that arc the transcript of His
character. And the Sabbath is the sign of
obedience." lestilllonies, vol. 6, 350

"The Word of God is the means by
which our sanctification is 10 be accom-
plished. It is of Ihe greatest importance,
then, that we acquaint ourselves with the

sacred instruction of the Bible:' Review
and Herald, vo!. 6,153 (July 6, 1911)

"Just to the degree that the Word of
God is received and obeyed, will it im-
press with its pDtency and touch with ils
life every spring of action, every phase
of character. It will purify every thought,
regulate every desire. Those who make
God's Word their trust will quit them-
selves like men and be strong. They will
rise above all baser things into an atmos-
phere free from defilement." The Minis-
try ofHealing, 136

The following statement should make
us examine our experience in Christ.

"While God can be just, and yet
justify the sinner through Ihe merits of
Christ, noman can cover his soul wilh the
garments of Christ's righteousness while
practicing known sins or neglecting
known duties. God requires the entire
surrender of the heart before justification
can take place; and in order for man to
retain justification, there must be CDn-
tinual obedience, through active, living
faith that works by love and purifies Ihe
sou!." Selected Messages, book 1,366

We realize then that justification is
obtained and maintained only when we
are not practicing known sins or neglect-
ing known duties. And the true justifica-
tion experience develops the charaCler
of Jesus.

"When Ihe Spirit of God takes pos-
session of the heart, it transforms the life.
Sinful thoughIS are put away, evil deeds
arc renounced; love, humility, and peace
take the place of anger, envy and strife.
Joy takes the place of sadness, and the
countenance reflects the light of heaven.
Noone sees the hand that lifts the burden,
or beholds the light descend from the
courts above. The blessing comes when
by faith the soul surrenders itself to God.
Then that power that no human eye can
see creates a new being in the image of
God." The Desire ofAges, 173

Then the experience comes as we
read His Word and yield on every point
of truth that God provides in His Word
and the Spirit of Prophecy.

"Righteousness within is Icstificd to
by rightcousness without. He who is
righteous within is not hardhearted and
unsympathetic, but day by day he
grows into the image of Christ, going
on from strength to strength. He who is
being sanclified by the truth will be
self-controlled and will follow in the
footsteps of Christ until gracc is lost in
glory. The righteousness by which we
are justified is imputed; the righteous-
ness by which we are sanctified is im·
parted. The first is our ti tle to heaven,
the second is our fitness for heaven."
Messages 10 Young People, 35

Let us remember Jesus is Ihe Word.
')1.nd the Word was madc flesh, and

dwelt among us, (and we beheld his
glory, Ihe glory as of the only begotten
of the Father,) full of grace and truth."
John 1:14

We are saved by faith, His faith.
"Here is the patience of the saints:

here are they that keep the command-
ments of God, and the faith of Jesus."
Revelation 14:12



As he trains himself to behold Christ, to study
His life and practice His virtues, he eats the
flesh and drinks the blood of the Son of God

"I am crucified with Christ: never-
theless I live; yet nOI I, but Chrisllivelh
in me: and the life which I now live in
Ihe nesh I live by Ihe failh of Ihe Son of
God, who loved me, and gave himself
for me." Galatians 2:20

His faith comes only by IheWord. "So
then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by Ihe word ofGod." Romans 10:17

We mUSI be born again every day by
Ihe Word. "Being born again, not of
eorruplible seed, bUI of incorruptible, by
Ihe word of God, which liveth and
abideth for ever." 1 Peler 1:23

This sanctification is an experience
in Jesus Christ.

')\5 failh Ihus receives and assimilales
Ihe principles of trulh, they become apart
of thc being and the motive power of thc
life. The Word of God, received into Ihe
soul, molds the thoughts, and enlers into
the developmenl of character. ... As Ihey
feed upon His Word, they find Ihal il is
spirit and life. The Word destroys Ihe
nalural, earthly nature, and imparts a new
life in Chrisl Jesus. The Holy Spirit comes
to Ihe soul as a Comforter. By the trans-
forming agency of His grace, Ihe image of
God is reproduced in Ihe disciple; he
bccomes a new creaturc. Lovc takes thc
place of haired, and the heart receives Ihe
divine similitude. This is what it means to
'live by every word thai proceedelh out of
the mouth of God.' This is eating the
Bread that comes down from heaven."
The Desire ofAges, 391

"Genuine faith will be manifested in
good works; for good works are the fruits
of failh. As God works in the heart, and
man surrenders his will 10 God, and
co-operates with God, he works out in
Ihe life whal God works in by Ihe Holy
Spiril, and there is harmony belween the
purpose of the heart and the practice of
the life. Every sin must be renounced as
the hateful thing that crucified Ihe Lord
of life and glory, and the believer musl
have a progreSSive cxperience by con-
tinually doing Ihe works ofChris!. II is by
continual surrcnder of the will, by con-
tinual obedience, that the blessing of
justification is retained.

"Those who are justified by failh
must have a heart to keep Ihe way of Ihe
Lord. It is an evidence that a man is not
justified by failh when his works do nOI
correspond to his profession. James
says, 'Secs! thou how faith wrought with
his works, and by workS was faith made
perfect?' James 2:22

"The faith thai docs nOI produce
good works docs nOljustify Ihe soul. 'Ye

see thcn how that by works a man is
juslified, and not by faith only.' James
2:24." Selected Messoges, book 1, 397

The Word and Jesus' faith in us
produce good works.

"The life-giving power of the Holy
Spirit, proceeding from the Saviour, per-
vadcs the soul, renews the motives and
affeelions, and brings even Ihe thoughts
into obedience 10 the will of God, ena- .
bling Ihe receiver to bear the precious
fruit of holy deeds." The Acts of the
Apostles, 284

The queslion we must ask ourselves
is, Docs Chrisl really live in me? Do I
have His mind?

"As he lTains himself 10 behold
Chrisl, 10 study His life and praclice His
virtues, he eats the nesh and drinks the
blood of the Son of God. When this
experience is his, he can declare with the
aposlle Paul, 'I am erueified wilh Chrisl:
nevertheless I live; yet not I, bUI Christ
liveth in me: and Ihe life which I now
live in the nesh I live by the failh of Ihe
Son of God, who loved me, and gave
himself for me.' Galatians 2:20." Review
and Herald, vol. 3, 520 (November 23,
1897)

"Lct this mind be in you, which was
also in Chrisl Jesus." Philippians 2:5

We might ask now, How do we begin
this experience ofjustificalion and sancti-
fication? Every day, surrender our will
and then train ourselves 10 habils of sludy
of Ihe trulh, of Christ and His virtues, and
then yield on every point where He and
we differ. As fast as we see Ihe superiorily
ofHis characterover ours, and desire (0 be
like Him, and choa;e to do so, His Spirit
supplements our e((orts to accomplish i!.

"Perfeclion of character is allained
Ihrough exercise of the faculties of Ihe
mind, in limes of supreme lesl, by obe-
dience to every requirement of God's
law." Medicol Ministry, 168

Then Ihe mind is 10 siudy every
requirement of God in Ihe functions of
Ihe soul, mind, and body. The mind is to

understand, weigh, and decide every
mailer. These arc things we must do.

Remcmber the only treasure wc can
lake from this world to Ihe Kingdom is
our charactcr.

"A charaCler formed according to the
divine likeness is the only treasure that
we can take from Ihis world to the nex!."
Christ's Object Lessons, 332

The characler developmenl begins
only when God has our will, and "char-
acter cannot be changed when Christ
comes." Testimonies to Ministers, 430

"When He comes He is not 10 cleanse
us of our sins, to remove from US the
defects in our characters, or to cure US of
the infirmities ofour tempers and disposi-
tions. If wroughl for us at all, this work
will all be accomplished before thai time.
When the Lord oomes, those who are holy
will be holy still. Those who have pre-
served their bodies and spirits in holiness,
in sanelificalion and honor, will then re-
ceive Ihe finishing touch of immortality.
But those who arc unjusl, unsanctificd,
and filihy will remain so forever. Nowork
wililhen be done for them to remove Iheir
defccts and give them holy eharaelers."
Testimonies, vol. 2. 355

And then: "None are living Chrislians
unless they have adaily experience in Ihe
things of God and daily practice self-
denial, cheerfully bearing the cross and
following Chris!. Every living Christian
will advance daily in the divine life.As he
advances toward perfection, he ex-
periences aconversion to God every day;
and this conversion is nol completed unlil
he allains 10 perfection of Christian char-
acter, a full preparalion for the finishing
touch of immortality." Ibid., 505

This is the true Bible sanctification.
May God help His people now 10 strive
wilh all our hearts for Ihis greal ex-
perience of victory over evcry sin, so
that we can soon put on a greal demon-
stration for God to the world in the loud
cry of the fourth angel of Revelalion 18.
This is my daily prayer. Ii!!!
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were the first requisites in preparing a
dwelling place for the Most High.

A similar call to self-sacrifice was
madewhen David turned over to Solomon
the responsibility of erecting the temple.
Of the assembled multitude that had
broughl their liberal gifts, David asked,
"Who then is willing to consecrate his
service this day to the Lord?" 1 Chron-
icles 29:5. Ths call should ever have been
kept in mind by those who had to do with
the construction of the temple.

Chosen men were specially endowed
by God with skill and wisdom for the
construction of the wilderness taber-
nacle. "Moses said unto the children of
Israel, See, the Lord hath called by name
Bezaleel ... of the tribe of Judah; and he
hath filled him with the spirit ofGod, in
wisdom, in understanding, and in
knowledge, and in all manner of work-
manship.... And he hath put in his
heart that he may teach, both he, and
Aholiab ... of the tribe of Dan. Them
hath he filled with wisdom of heart, to
work all manner of work, of the en-
graver, and of the cunning workman,
and of the embroiderer ... and of the
weaver, even of them that do any work,
and of those that devise cunning work."
Exodus 35:30-35. "Then wrought
Bezaleel ... and every wise hearted
man, in whom the Lord put wisdom and
understanding." Exodus 36:1. Heavenly
intelligences co-operated with lhe work-
men whom God Himself chose.
The descendants of these men in-

herited to a large degree the skill con-
ferred upon their forefathers. In the tribes
of Judah and of Dan there were men who
were regarded as especially "cunning" in
the finer arts. For a time these men
remained humble and unselfish; but
gradually, almost imperceptibly, they
lost their hold upon God and His truth.
They began to ask for higher wages
because of their superior skill. In some
instances their request was granted, but
more often those asking higher wages
found employment in the surrounding
nations. In place of the noble spiril of
self-sacrifice that had filled the hearts of
their illustrious ancestors, they cherished
a spirit of covetousness, of grasping for
more and more. They served heathen
kings wilh their God·given skill, and
dishonored their Maker.

An Object Lesson
the Israelites was accompanied by ap-
propriate gifts. "They came, every one
whose heart stirred him up, and every
one whom his spirit made willing" (Ex-
odus 35:21), and brought offerings. For
the building of the sanctuary, greal and
expenSive preparatiOns were necessary;
a large amounl of the most precious and
costly material was required; yet the
Lord accepted only freewill offerings.
"Of every man that giveth il willingly
with his heart ye shall take my offering"
(Exodus 25 :2), was the divine command
repeated by Moses to the congregalion.
Devotion to God and a spirit of sacrifice

E. G. White

THE BEGINNlNGS of Solomon's
apostasy may be traced to many

seemingly slight deviations from right
principles. Association with idolatrous
women was by no means the only cause
of his downfall. Among the primary
causes that led Solomon into extrava-
gance and tyrannical oppression was his
course in developing and cherishing a
spirit of covetousness.

In the days of ancient Israel, when at
the foot of Sinai Moses told the people
of the divine command, "Let them make
me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among
them" (Exodus 25:8), the response of
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To those whom our divine Master bade,
"Follow me, and I will make you fishers of
men," He offered no stated sum as a reward for
their services. They were to share with Him
His self-denial and sacrifice

It was to these aposlales Ihat Solo-
mon looked for a master workman to
superintend the conslruclion of the
temple on Mount Moriah. Minule speci-
fications, in writing, regarding every
portion of the sacred structure, had been
entrusted to the king, and he should
have looked to God in faith for con-
secraled helpers, to whom would have
been granted special skill for doing with
exaclness Ihe work required. BUI Solo-
mon lost sight of this opportunity 10
exercise failh in God. He scm to the
king of Tyre for "a man cunning to work
in gold, and in silver, and in brass, and
in iron, and in purple, and crimson, and
blue, and that can skill to grave with the
cunning men ... in Judah and in
Jerusalem." 2 Chronicles 2:7

The Phoenician king responded by
sending Huram. "a cunning man.
endued with understanding, . .. the son
of a woman of the daughlers of Dan,
and his father was a man of Tyee."
2 Chronicles 2:13-14. This maSler
workman, Huram, was a descendant,
on his molher's side, of Aholiab, to
whom, hundreds of years before, God
had given special wisdom for construc-
tion of Ihe labernacle. Thus al Ihe head
of Solomon's company of workmen
there was placed an unsanctificd man,
who demanded large wages because of
his unusual skill.

Huram's effons were nOI prompted
by a desire to render his highesl service
10 God. He served the god of this
world-Mammon. The very fibers of
his being had been inwrought wilh prin-
ciples of selfishness, which were re-
vealed in his grasping for the higheSt
wages. And gradually these wrong prin-
ciplcs came 10 be cherished by his as-
socialcs. As they laborcd with him day
afler day, and yielded to Ihe inclination
to compare his wages with their own,
they began to lose sighl of the holy
character of their work, and to dwell
upon the difference between Iheir
wages and his. Gradually Ihey lost their
spirit of self-denial, and fostered a spiril
of covetousness. The result was a
demand for higher wages, which was
granted them.

The baleful inOuences set in opera-
tion by the employmem of this man of a
grasping spirit, permeated all branches
of the Lord's service, and extended
throughout Solomon's kingdom. The
high wages demanded and received gave
many an opportunity to indulge in lux-
ury and extravagance. In the far-reaching

effects of these influences, may be traced
one of Ihe principle causes of the terrible
apostasy of him who once was the wisest
of monaIs. The king was not alone in his
apostasy. Extravagance and corruption
were to be seen on every hand. The poor
were oppressed by the rich; the spirit of
self-sacrifice in God's service was well-
nigh lost.

Herein lies a most important lesson
for God's people today-a lesson thai
many are slow to learn. The spirit of
covetousness, of seeking [or the highest
position and the highest wage, is rife in
the world. The old- time spirit of self-

denial and self-sacrifice is 100 seldom
mel with. But this is the only spirit that
can actuate a true follower of Jcsus. Our
divine Master has given us an example
of how we are to work. And 10 those
whom He bade, "Follow me, and I will
make you fishers of men" (Matthew
4:19), He offered no stated sum as a
reward for their services. They were to
share with Him His self-denial and
Sl1crifice.

Those who claim to be followers of
the M(lster Worker, and who engage in
His service as colaborerswith God, are to
bring into their work the exactitude and
skill, the taci and wisdom, that the God of
perfection required in the building of the
earthly tabernacle. And now, as in that
time and as in the days ofChrist's earthly
ministry, devotion 10 God and a spiril of
sacrifice should be regarded as the firsl
requisites of acceptable service. God de-
signs thai not one thread of selfishness
shall be woven into His work.

Great care should be taken in regard
to Ihespiril pervading the Lord's instilu-
tions. These institutions were rounded in
self-sacrifice, and have been buill up by
the self-denying girts of God's people
and the unselfish labor o[ His servants.
Everything connected with institutional
service should bear the signalure of
Heaven. A sense of the sacredness of
God's instilulions should be encouraged

and cultivated. The workers are to
humble their hearlS before Ihe Lord,
acknowledging His sovereignly. All are
to live in accordance with principles of
self-denial. As the true, self-sacrificing
laborer, with his spiritual lamp trimmed
and burning, strives unselfishly to ad-
vance the interests of the institution in
which he is working, he will have a
precious experience, and will be able to
say, "The Lord indeed is in this place."
He will feel that he is highly privileged
in being permitted to give to the Lord's
institution his ability, his service, and his
unwearying vigilance.

In the early days of the third angel's
message Ihose who established our in-
stitutions, and those who labored in
them, were actuated by high motives of
unselfishness. For their arduous labors
they received no more than a mere
pittance-barely enough for a meager
support. But their hearts were baptized
with the ministry of love. The reward
of whole-souled liberality was ap-
parent in their close fellowship with
the Spirit of the Master Worker. They
practiced the closest economy, in order
that as many other laborers as possible
might be planting Ihe standard of truth
in new places.

But in time a change came. The
spirit of sacrifice was not so manifest.
In some o[ our institutions the wages of
a few workers were increased beyond
reason. Those who received these
wages claimed thai they deserved a
greater sum than others, because of
their superior lalents. BUI who gave
them Iheir talents, Iheir ability? With
the increase of wages came a steady
increase of covetousness, which is
idolatry, and a steady decline of spiril-
uality. Gross evils crept in, and God
was dishonored. The minds of many
who wilnessed this grasping arter
higher and still higher wages, were
leavened with doubt and unbelief.
Strange principles, like evil leaven,
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© Berea
permeated nearly the entire body of
believers. Many ceased to deny self,
and not a few withheld their tithes and
offerings.

God in His providence called for a
reform in His sacred work, which should
begin at the heart, and work outwardly.
Some who blindly continued to place a
high estimate upon their services were
removed. Others received the message
given to them, turned to God with full
purpose of heart, and learned to abhor
their covetous spirit. So far as possible,
they endeavored to set a right example
before the people by voluntarily reduc-
ing their wages. They realized that noth-
ing less than complete transformation in
mind and heart would save them from
being swept off their feet by some
masterly temptation.
The work of God in all its wide

extent is one, and the same principles
should control, the same spirit be re-
vealed, in all its branches. It must bear
the stamp of missionary work. Every
department of the cause is related to all
parts of the gospel field, and the spirit
that controls one department will be felt
throughout the entire field. If a portion
of the workers receive large wagcs, there
are others, in different branches of the
work, who will call for higher wages,
and the spirit of self-sacrifice will gradu-
ally be lost sight of. Other institutions
and conferences will caleh the same
spirit, and the Lord's favor will be re-
moved from them; for He can never
sanction selfishness. Thus OUf aggres-
sive work would come to an end. Only
by constant sacrifice can it be carried
forward.

God will test the faith of every soul.
Christ has purchased us at an infinite
sacrifice. Although He was rich, yet for
our sake He became poor, that we
through His poverty might come into
possession of eternal riches. All that we
possess of ability and intellect has been
lent us in trust by the Lord, to use for
Him. It is our privilege to be partakers
with Christ in His sacrifice. !iiW

The Rel'iew and Herald, vol. 5, 203-
204 (January 4, 1906); also Selected
Messages, book 2,173-178

Nothing that in any way
concerns our peace is too
small for Him to notice.

Steps to Christ, 100
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The work of publishing has been
inextricably bound up with the growth
and history ofthe Seventh-dayAdventist
Church. Its influence, both in the
strengthening ofchurch members andas
an evangelistic tool to reach those not of
our faith, can scarcely be estimated. As
this work and influence continue, it is
the purpose ofCopyright Berea to direct
our readers' attention to publications of
merit and usejillness.

Hidden Wisdom Library. Eight
booklets by Ellen White in English and
seven in Spanish, with French editions
available in the future. Light Bearers
"Present Truth" Ministries, P.O. Box
1888, Malo, WA 99150, USA, (509)
779-4444. 20e each, $15.00 per 100,
$130.00 per 1000.

The first eight titles of the continuing
series ofHidden Wisdom Library book-
lets are now in their second printing. We
are pleased to see these beautiful truth-
filled booklets go into all the world by
the tens of thousands. They are proving
themselves a fruitful and effective tool
for sharing the truth in printed form.
Why? There are a number of reasons:

First: They are inspired by the Holy
Spirit, and therefore faultless in the mes-
sages they contain. These first eight
titles are selected chapters from the
Spirit of Prophecy writings.

Second: Each message is shan, con-
vincing, and to the point, dealing with
topies that are vital for salvation. Many
people will not take the time and energy
required to read a thick book when it is
given to them, especially a religious book.
But most people will take ten or fifteen
minutes to read a small attractive booklet
that offers "Hidden Wisdom. "Then, after
reading a shan thought-provoking mes-
sage, the honest truth-seeker will take
interest in the larger books advertised at
the end of each booklet.
Third: These booklets are so inex-

pensive that you can distribute them much
more freely than larger, more expensive
books. For the cost oDO paperback books
you can share between 100-150 of these

small inspired booklets; and they are
much more likely to be read.

Fourth: They are small pocket-size
booklets, and may easily be carried every-
where. We suggest you order these book-
lets by the hundreds or thousands, to be
scattered like the leaves of autumn. They
are excellent handout booklets for colpor-
teurs and gospel workers.

If you prefer, the larger books (The
Great Controversy, The Desire of Ages,
and The Minisu'y ofHealing) advertised
in the back of each booklet may be
ordered directly from you. Simply have a
small label made with your name and
address to place at the end ofeach booklet
over or near the address of the publishers.
This will allow you to follow up locally
and expand your personal outreach.

The available titles include:

Hidden Wisdom Library (English)
No. 1. Why Was Sin Permitted?
No.2. God With Us
No.3. Calvary
No.4. Destroyed for Lack ofKnowledge
No.5. The Impending Conflict
No. 6. America in Prophecy
No.7. Liberty ofConscience Threatened
No.8. Life After Death

Biblioteca de III Sabiduria Escondida
(Spanish)
No. 1. EI Origen delMal

(The Origin of EVil)
No.2. Dios Can Nosotros

(God With Us)
No.3. Calvaria

(Calvary)
No.4. Entrando ':4 La Crisis Final"

(Entering the Final Crisis)
No.5. Nuestra Unica Salvaguardia

(Our Only Safeguard)
No.6. EI Espiritismo Desenmascarado

(Spiritualism Unmasked)
No.7. Preparandose Para La Marca

(Preparing Oneself for the Mark)

May the Lord bless your decision to
be a literature missionary in the holy
cause of redemption. I!!i



LEITERS TO THE EDITOR

I received a couple issues of Ollr
Firm Foundation from a friend from the
Adventisl Church. I thoroughly enjoy
reading this magazine. It has enlightened
me on the subject of justification and
&1netification. I did not really understand
what it means, but now I am beginning
to learn much by reading this magazine.
I only have two-she gave them to me in
1988-so I am writing tonighl to sec if I
can subscribe to the magazine.
-FU, Virginia

I was shocked to learn that our Spirit
of Prophecy books are not available in
the European and other languages,just as
they are in English. I suppose I have
always just assumed thal every Seventh-
day Adventisl had access to Spirit of
Prophecy writings. Enclosed is a check to
be used toward your effort of making
these writings available.

One other thing: 1 have a subscrip-
lion to Our Firm Foundation and Iwan I
you to know that after reading it, Jpass il
to a friend who also appreciates it and
who in turn passes it on to someone else.
So we are gelling some mileage out of
the one SUbscription. It is a wonderful
and much-needed publication and I
thank you for publishing il.

To my shame, it has been only in the
last few years that I have really begun
reading Ihe Spirit of Prophecy with great
interest. And now I realize JUSl how
important these writings are, especially
at this point in time. We all need to have
thesc available 10 us.
-SP, Tennessee

In much of Europe, Ellen While's
writings are either unavailable, 100 ex-
pensive, ignored, discredited, or con-
sidered oUldated. According to the
"Foreign Checklisl ofSpirit ofPropilecy
Books Available From Overseas Pub-
lishing Houses," received from the
marketing department of Pacific Press,
there are no titles available in Hungar-
ian, five litles in Polish and Swedish, six
in Norwegian, seven in Danish, eight in
German. ten in Dutch, and twenty-three
in French. These are the non-English

langu.ages currently targeted in the
work organized in Europe to bring inex-
pensive Spirit of Prophecy books to the
people of Europe. The Lord's work in
these and other languages needs to ad-
vance. Some of the needs are 1. sources
frolll which non-English Ellen Wilite
Publications can be borrowed or ac-
quired (excluding, oJ course, official
Seventh-day Adventist sources. to which
we already hGl'e access); 2. translators
or proofreaders of translaced material;
3. names and addresses of others who
might be interested in this work; 4.
financial or other support for this mas-
sive efforl.-EDITORS

A few months ago someone gave me
bags of clothes and some other stuff 10
go through. But whal a treasure God
intcnded for us, for inside were about a
dozen copies of the lSS8 Centennial
special issue. Our little Bible sludy-
prayer group has been blessed so much
as we study the laller-day messages and
discover tr.e joy and power of the right-
eousness of Jesus Christ. I've given all
of our members copies and passed out
more. None will be wasted, for J believe
God placed them in our hands.

Your issue has stimulated my love
for Jesus, my respect and trusl in Ellen
White, and strengthened my relationship
within the church body, even though J
see what happened in lSSS happening
now. (But is this polarization from
lukewarm 10 either hOI or cold not a sign
of these lasl days?) But the Lord's will
will be done-the third angel's message
of righteousness through Chrisl will
come to pass because God has promised.
-HH, New York

When we first were told about the
magazine we were fearful that il was
literature from an offshoot movement.
However, after reading several issucs, I
can see that they do not have the trade-
marks of an offshool publication---<:riti-
cism of the leaders/church and begging
for tithe money. The material is informa-
tive, instructive and uplifting.
-BH, Missouri

Truth for Today

I am currently involved with several
Bible studies, but the lruth is that you
brethren have captured my heart by re-
sponding to my questions and by what I
can tell from the length of your letter
you have taken your lime to put it to-
gether. Most of my studies arc so very
impersonal. J reckon that is why I am
even writing; because you have made me
feel that 1am worth the time to explain
tome.
-BJ, California

Jhave finished fifteen lessons in your
Bible study. I have increased my biblical
knowledge vastly. Would you please tell
me what denomination your church is?
According to these lessons it should be
the one and only Irue church of God. IC I
am wrong, please set me straight, and do
continue wilh the lessons. Maybe there
is a minister in my area that I could lalk
with, as I do have a 101 of questions.
Every church I have attended has a
different doctrine, and none of them can
answer my questions adequately 10 my
satisfaelion.
-CK, Pennsylvania

Recently I did another study on this
very topic [the state of the dead].

The more J read and study the Bible,
the more my heart opens up, my eyes see
what is going on around me. When I lell
people Ihat it took gelling the death
sentence for me to find Iifc, it sort o[
trips them out. It is true though, Chris!
has given me that peace that for all those
years I tried to gain with malcrialism and
hedonislic lifestyle.

It is a struggle at times nOl to turn
back. to the old ways, but when thc guilt
slarts and that peace dips I know that
I've gotten off track. Isn't it great lhat
the Lord will always be there, knowing
we are wayward children?

Thank you again for supplying these
lessons; they are helping me a 101. J pray
the Lord will continue and always bless
you and yours.
-MF, Texas
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Fanaticism After 1844

seven last plagues are now falling; (J) Ihe
whole world's probation will close before
the passing of the national Sunday law.

This instance is only a small part of the
story. You yourself may havc to deal with
Iheir teachings soon.

Fanaticism was one of the predomi-
nant problems James and Ellen White
had to face after the passing of the time
in 1844. Account after aecounl is given
in their biographies and articles. In going
through the history of it all, one finds
that time after time the same type of
reasoning, theological error, and conclu-
sions are made by these different groups.
One continuous thread connects each
group with the other, yct cach having its
own peculiar twist.

The threads that connect most of
these fanatical movcments to our day are
1. Now sealed. 2. Claiming total sanctifi-
cation, having attained perfection. 3. No
longer sinning and cannot sin. 4. Time-
setting. 5. Using mesmerism (hyp-
notism). 6. Calling the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist church Babylon. 7. Claiming that
God has raised up their movement to
finish the work. Most of these groups
have made claims in regard to the fullill-
ment of certain prophetic events in ad-
vance of their truc fulfillment.

The apostasies following the 1844
movement could be classed in two catego-
ries: (1) Fanaticism and (2) Dissidence.
Although both groups are really dissi-
dents, the first were unique in the sense
that not only did they disagree wilh cenain
doctrines held by Adventists, bUI they
were also the most cxtreme in their be-
havior and tactics. We will focus on the
first rather than the second, for by this
means Satan will most readily allack
Adventism in these last days.

We arc warned timc and time again:
"I was instructed that fanaticism similar
to that which we were called to meet
after the passing of the time in 1844
would come in among us again in the
closing days of the message, and that we
must meet this evil just as decidedly now
as we met it in our early experiences."
Selected Messages, book 1, 221

In the state of New Hampshire, in
1846, Ellen White had to contend with
two classes of people. One group was

Jeff Reich is the proprietor-director oj Lay-
men Ministry News, a mail-order bookstore
and lay ministry ill St. Maries, Idaho.

I N SOUTHERN Oregon, a group
gathers at a house to study together.

During the study those present are asked
to give their testimonies. One stands up
and says: "1 am the resurrection and the
life." Another stands and exclaims, "I am
the bread of life." Still another says, "No
man cometh to the Father but by me."
Then the leader of the group stands and
says, "I am that I am!"

At a small independent camp meeting
in Ohio, Brother A listens to the speaker
as he smoothly, melodiously tells the
people that if they receive "the gift" of
Christ they will never have to sin again,
and that he himself has not sinned for
several years. After the sermon, Brother
A asks the speaker about the doctrines
being taught. Brother A is asked to leave
the grounds because he disagrees with
the speaker. He is told that he was nO! to
come as a teacher but as one of the
diseiples to sit at the master's feel. When
Brother A would not leave, he was com-
manded to leave. Then Ihe speaker finally
stated that God had called him, and the
olher speakers, to stand between the
mount and the congregation, making a
direct comparison between himself and
Moses. He also stated that if the glory of
God should pass through the camp,
Brother A would be instantly consumed.

In western Montana two men came
to share their failh with a small group of
Adventist believers. They told the
people that if they would accept "the
gift," leave the church and join this new
movement, they too would ncver have to
sin again. They stated that they were
sinless and were ready for translalion.
When those present asked questions, it
was inferred that the qucstioners were
making excuses for sin. When the
people would not accept Ihese mes-
sengers and their message, they were
told, "This is the day of your visitation."

There have been similar occurrences
in California, Washington, Oklahoma,
New York, New Hampshire, Vermont.
This deceptive teaching was not fanati-
cism of yesteryear, but of 1988 by a group
called Life Supports, also known as the
Lord Our Righteousness Church. Such
claims as the following are being made by
this group: (1) we are now in the time of
the laner rain; (2) the judgment of the
living is now going on; (3) people at this
presenl moment are either receiving the
mark of the beast or the seal of God; (4)
we can receive the "girt" and never sin
again; (5) their group has been called to
separate the tares from the wheal; (6) the

---------1Jeff Reich1---------
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As soon as the views of these people were
crossed, they manifested a stubborn,
self-righteous spirit that rejected all instruction

backslidden and unreachablc because of
the Great Disappointment; the other
class were fanatics. In the town ofClare-
mont were two men of the second class
who were sClf-appointed leaders of the
fragmented remains of the Millerite
movement. Mrs. White relates the story:

"We [James and Ellen] were directed
to two men especially as holding views
similar to our own. We found that there
was much prejudice against these men,
but supposed that they were persecuted
for rightcousness' sake. We called on
them, and werc kindly received and
courteously treated. We soon learned
that they claimed perfect sanctification,
declaring that they were above the possi-
bility of sin." Life Sketches, 79
The meeting was interesting, for

while these men declared such holiness,
they were neglecting their own families.
The wife of one of them was tired and
worn from the burden of trying to keep
the home and family in order, while the
husband was of no earthly help, bec.1use
of his holiness. As Ellen looked on, she
thought of her Saviour and His life of
untiring labor for the good of others.
Then thinking of what true sanctification
was, she later wrote, "The sanctification
that He [Christ] taught was shown by
deeds of kindness and mercy, and the
love that leads men and women to regard
others better than themselves." Ibid., 80

James and Ellen held a mceting that
evening at a Brother Collier's home.
Brother Collier was wondering what the
Whites thought of these two men, but
apparently little was said. There seemed
to be something mysterious, but no one
could put his finger on it.

The two men attended the meetings
that evening and as Mrs. White prayed,
they started to groan and cry '\\men!" A
strange darkness overshadowed the
meeting. James White stood to his feet
and exclaimed, "I am distressed. The
Spirit of God is grieved. I resist this
influence in the name of the Lord. a God,
rebuke this foul spirit." Yet a second time
the same darkness descended, and once
more James had to rebuke the spirit.

After the meeting, the Whites con-
versed with Brother Collier, and they
realized that these men had the influence
of mesmerism, or hypnotism. Sec Life
Sketches, 82

Hypnotic InOuence

Later that same evening, at family
prayer, Ellen went inlo vision and was

shown in greater detail the character of
these two men. While professing sancti-
fication, and teaching people that those
who are sanctified cannot sin, they were
actually transgressing the law of God
themselves. If someone states that he is
without sin, beware. Those who make
such professions are the last to trust as
really sanctified.

Note carefully what Mrs. White was
shown in vision:

"In harmony with these sophistries,
they were practiCing the worst sins under
the garb of sanctification, and through
their deceptive, mesmeric influence were
gaining a strange powerover some of their

associates, who did not see the evil of
these apparently beautiful but seductive
theories. Terrible was their power over the
people, for while holding their atlention
and winning their confidence through a
mesmeric innuenoe, they led the innocent
and unsuspecting to believe that this in-
fluenoe was the Spirit of God....

"The words of John came forcibly to
my mind, 'If we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us.' 1 John 1:8. I was shown that those
who triumphantly claim to be sinless,
show by their very boasting that they are
rar from being without taint of sin. The
more clearly fallen man comprehends the
character of Christ, the more distrustful
will he be of himself, and the more
imperfect will his works appear to him, in
contrast with those marked out by the life
of the spotless Redeemer. But those who
arc far from Jesus, those whose spiritual
perceptions are so clouded by eITOr that
they cannot comprehend the character of
the great Exemplar, conceive of Him as
altogether such a one as themselves, and
dare to talk of their own perfection of
holiness. But they are far from God; they
know little of themselves, and less of
Chris!." Ibid., 83-84

This type of fanaticism was not like
the type she was soon going to have to
meet, with all its Pentecostal excitement

and noise, but instead was quiet and
hypnotic. One experience she had with a
sister of one of these two men was very
distressful to her.

ofone of these men requested
a private interview with me. She hadmuch
to say concerning entire consecration to
God, and endeavored to draw out my
views in regard to this subject [sanctifica-
tion]. While talking, she held my hand in
hers, and with the other softly stroked my
hair. I prayed that angels of God might
protect me from the unholy innuenoes
which this attractive young women was
seeking to exercise over me with her fair
speeches and gentle caresses....

"These persons who made such lofty
professions were deceiving the unwary."
Ibid., 81

Satan will make a special effort
toward the close of time to work in such
a manner as he has done in these
groups. "The sciences of phrenology,
psychology, and mesmerism have been
the channel through which Satan has
come more directly to this generation,
and wrought with that power which was
to characterize his work near the close
of probalion." Messages to Young
People, 57

There is another characteristic to
note of those who advocate this type of
fanaticism.

soon as the views of these people
were crossed, they manifested a stub-
born, self-righteous spirit that rejected
all instruction. Though professing great
humility, they were boastful in their
sophistry of sanctification, and resisted
all appeals to reason. We felt that all our
efforts to convince them of their error
were useless, as they took the position
that they were not learners, but teach-
ers." Life Sketches, 81

As she looked over the past, she con-
cluded: "We are not called to enter into
controversy with those who hold false
theories. Controversy is unprofitable.
Christ never entered into it." Ibid., 93
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Those who are battling with daily temptations,
overcoming their own sinful tendencies, and
seeking for holiness of heart and life, make no
boastful claims of holiness. They are hungering
and thirsting for righteousness

After James and Ellen left New
Hampshire, they went to Maine. Here
they met more fanaticism. These people
were very Pentecostal in their ex-
perience, thinking that religion consisted
of making great noise and excitement.
The fanaticism there varied in different
degrees. Some who taught that humility
consisted of crawling, crept around their
homes, on the slrcets, and over bridges
on their hands and knees.

There were others who believed Ihat
after 1844 the Jubilee began, in which
the land should rest, and that to work
was a sin.

Others were setting time for Christ to
return and urged this time-setting upon
their brethren. Ellen was shown that
time-setting weakened the faith ofGod's
people, for date after date would be set
and the time would pass.

18Sl}-SeaJed, Saved

"10 1850 my husband and I visited
Vermont, Canada, New Hampshire, and
Maine. The meetings were held in private
houses. It was then next to impossible to
obtain access to unbelievers. The disap-
pointment in 1844 had confused the
minds ofmany ... but we had a still worse
element to meet in a class who claimed
that they were sanctiGed, Ihat they could
not sin, that they were sealed and holy,
and Ihal all Iheir impressions and notions
were the mind of God. Conscientious

souls were deceived by the pretended
piely of these fanatics.... They had a
satanic, bewitching power; yet they were
overbearing, dictatorial, and cruelly op-
pressive. The Lord used us as instruments
to rebuke these fanatics, and to open the
eyes of His faithful people to the true
character of their work. Peace and joy
came into the hearts of those who broke
away from this deception of Salan."
SelectedMessages, book 2, 26-27

The one area of doctrine that Satan
hates the most is sanctification, for he
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knows that when this work is done in
God's people, his end has come. He
knows that if he can be successful in
confusing the minds of God's people in
this area, he will be able to destroy
thousands of souls, and actually prolong
his existence. There are twodilches to be
avoided-the cold waters of indifference
(you need not do anything, for Christ did
it all for you on the cross) or the hOlbed
of fanaticism (you are now completely
sanctified in an instant).

After 1844, when God was bringing to
view the closing work of our great High
Priest, it was His desire that we should go
on to perfection ofcharacter. At this same
time, the Lord gave Ellen White the vision
recorded in Early Writings, 56, showing
Satan's e[fort to carry on the work in the
first apartment with those who did not
follow Christ into the Most Holy. I believe
this vision is symbolic of the work Satan
is trying to do now by misrepresenting
what the first apartmenl slood for-
sanctification. The majority of the Chris-
tian world from that time till now have
developed a theology ofmere substitution
as sanctification, the very basis for «once
saved always saved." It is also the root of
the theological problems within Advent-
ism since the late 1940s.

Satan also tries to drive people 10 the
olher extreme in claiming oomplete holi-
ness-total sanctification-in a divine in-
stant. Either teaChing is carrying on his
purposes as expressed in the vision.

God has given us many warnings in
regard to false teachings of sanctifica-
tion-"lf I justify myself, mine own
mouth shall condemn me: if I say, I am
perfect, it shall also prove me perverse.
Though I were perfect, yet would I not
know my soul: I would despise my life."

"Lei not God be dishonored by the
declaration from human lips, 'I am sinlcss;
I am holy.' Sanctified lips will never give
utterance to such presumptuous words."
The Acts ofthe Apostles, 561-562

"Those who take pains to call atten-
tion to their good works, constantly talk-
ing of their sinless state and endeavoring
to make their religious attainments prom-
inent, are only deceiving their own souls
by so doing." The Sanctified Life, 12

"Those who arc really seeking to per-
fect Christian character will never indulge
the thought that they are sinless." Ibid., 7

"True sanclification is a daily work,
continuing as long as life shall lasl.
Those who arc battling with daily temp-
tations, overcoming their own sinful ten-
dencies, and seeking for holiness of
heart and life, make no boastful claims
of holiness. They are hungering and
thirsting for righteousness. Sin appears
to them exceedingly sinful." Ibid., 10

"The claim to be without sin is, in
itself, evidence that he who makes this
claim is far from holy." The Creot COII-
troversy, 473

"No one who claims holiness is really
holy. Those who are registered as holy in
the books of Heaven are not aware of the
fact, and are the last ones to boast of their
own goodness. None of Ihe prophets and
apostles ever professed holiness, not
even Daniel, Paul, or John. The righteous
never make such a claim." Signs oj the
Tillles, vol. 1,490 (February 26, 1885)

Ellen White never claimed to be
without sin. "Why is it that so many
claim to be holy and sinless? It is be-
cause Ihey are so far from Christ. I have
never dared to claim any such a thing.
From the time Ihati was 14 years old, if
I knew what the will of God was, I was
willing to do il. You never have heard me
say I am sinless. Those that get sight of
the loveliness and exalted character of
Jesus Christ, who was holy and lifted up
and His train fills the lemple, will never
say it. Yet we are 10 meet with those that
will say such things more and more."
Selected Messages, book 3, 354

Life Supports-Prophetic Fullillment

We have briefly looked at some of the
fanaticism that took place after 1844, and
as we examine Life Support Ministries
we will see a striking fulfillment of the
words of the Spirit of Prophecy that this
early fanaticism would be repeated. I am
convinced all the more that we arc on the
very edge of the eternal world. Time is
shorter than any of us realize and a world
is to be warned. We have scen that this
fanaticism consisted of an extreme view
of sanctification, saying one was sealed,
claiming to be sent as a teacher and no! a



Let this phase of doctrine be carried a little
further, and it will lead to the claim that its
advocates cannot sin; that since they have holy
flesh, their actions will be holy. What a door of
temptation would be opened!

leamer, and using mesmerism. The warn-
ings concerning these beliefs are plain:
'\\fter the passing of the time in 1844,

we had fanaticism of every kind to meet.
Testimonies of reproof were given me to
bear to some holding spiritualistic theo-
ries.... Among OIherviews they held that
those who were once sanctified could not
sin. Their false teaching was working
great harm to themselves and to others.
They were gaining a spiritualistic power
over those who could not sec the evil of
these beautifully clothed theories.... The
experience of thc past will be repeated. In
the future, Satan's superstitions will as-
sume new forms. Errors will be presented
in a pleasing and flattering mal1J1er. False
theories, clothed with garments of light,
will be presented to God's people. Thus
Satan will try to deceive, if possible, the
very elect. Most seducing inOuences will
be exerted; minds will be hypnotized."
Testimonies, vol. 8, 292-293

A Brother M late in 1988 wrote a letter
relating his experience while col1J1ected
with Life Supports. He had over a yr<lr of
involvement with the men leading out in
this group, Slaying at their homes and
Imveling abroad teaching their doctrines.
In this letter he reveals the following:

"Because I hungered and thirsted for
righteousness from the start, and because
I deeply determined that I would allow
God to transform me into the perfect
image of His blessed Son, Jesus, I was
attmcted to everyone who claimed to have
a message that would facilitate this end in
my life. But one after the other of these
men and groups I found, after examining
them carefully for a time, were frauds.
They were false teachers who were calling
diseiples after themselves. They were
men, in each case, who would think to
usurp the place of Jesus Christ Himself
over His heritage and dictate what men
should believe and do. As this became
apparent to me, I began to question why
they were doing such and such or why
they were teaching such and such when
the Word of God plainly stated another
position. As I presented my questions I
then found that neither my questions nor I
were welcome in the camp any longer.
When I saw this altitude in these men, it
was confusing at first. This drove me to
have a closer look atlhe Word ofGod.

"Many of these false teachers whom
I encountered went from being poor men
to being extremely wealthy men in this
world's goods. Their followers cast at
Iheir feet their life savings, thinking they
were doing this for the advancement of

the cause of God in the earth. But when
these men or groups ofmen finally came
to naught, all would sec clearly the
details of the perversion, and some
would recover from the snare. Others
were not so fortunate.... I have seen
clearly that a form of hypnosis is em-
ployed in each of these cases. If men will
not press their questions and lest every
statement and mimcle by God's Word,
refusing to have their convictions of
truth smothered, but give in to the sug-
gestion and lay aside all these things to
keep the peace, it is then that they con-
sent to become bewitched by the delu-

sive power of Satan. And it may be that
they will never escape his snare.

"I have tried the spirits in the Life
Supports movement and I have found
Ihis movement to be as all the rest, a
great delusion of Satan. Because of this
conviction, I and my house have totally
abandoned all connection with it. ...
'So closely will the counterfeit resemble
the lrue that it will be impossible to
distinguish between them except by the
Holy Scriptures. By their testimony
every statement and every miracle must
be tested.' The Great Controversy, 593."

Repeat of Holy Flesh Doctrine

Life Supports also falls into the fanat-
icism of holy flesh. In a letter sent to us in
November 1988, a Sister L tells of her
experience in Oregon with Life Supports:

"Since moving here, we heard of
some people ncar here who were claim-
ing to be sinless. We decided eventually
to go visit them. We met October 1.
They told us they did not claim to be
sinless, but ralher that they had victory
in Christ. ... We went to meet with
these people every Sabbath in the month
of OCtober. Apparently, we were in per-
fect harmony and had very precious
fellowship. The last Sabbath, (the fifth
one on the fifteenth of the month), the
bomb was dropped, so to speak.

"These folks are members of a group
called Life Supports. They also call their
'church' The Lord Our Righteousness.
... I came in at the end of the first
presentation. They were using abag, with
a sad face dmwn on it to illustmte some-
thing.... I found out lhat it represented
sinful flesh, which they believe must be
removed in order for God to dwell with
us. This, I know, is what is termed as an
element of 'holy flesh.' When one of the
evangelists was diseussing the tt""dl1Sfor-
mation of our nature, I said, 'That's holy
flesh.' He answered, 'That's right.
What's wrong with thai?' "

In the Geneml Conference session of
1901, Ellen White had to deal with those
who were advocating Ihe "holy flesh"
doctrine. She clearly stated:

"Instruction has been given me in
regard to the late experience of brethren in
Indiana and the teaching they have given
to the churches. Through this experience
and teaching the enemy has been working
to lead souls astmy. The teaching given in
regard to what is termed' holy flesh' is an
error. All may now obtain holy hearts, but
it is not correct to claim in this life to have
holy flesh.... Let this phase of doctrine
be carried a little further, and it will lead to
the claim that its advocates cannot sin; that
since they have holy flesh, their actions
will be holy. What a door of temptation
would be opened! ... And while we can-
not claim perfection of the flesh, we may
have Christian perfection of the soul....
Adam's transgression of God's law in-
volved the entire future of the human
family The curse of God is upon all
creation When human beings receive
holy flesh, they will not remain on the
earth, but will be taken to heaven. While
sin is forgiven in this life, its results arc not
now wholly removed. It is at His ,oming
that Christ is to 'change our vile body, that
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious
body.' Philippians 3:31." 1901 General
Conference !Julletin, 419-420

continued on 30
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The Conflict and the Victory

I

U NTO THE ANGEL of the church before my Father, and before His angels." We read further: "To the angel of the
in Sardis wrile; These things saith Oh, what a privilege it is to be an over- church in Philadelphia write; These

he that hath the seven Spirits of God, comer, and to have our names presented things saith he that is holy, he that is
and the seven stars; I know thy works, before the Father by the Saviour Himself! true, he that hath the key of David, he
that thou hast a name that thou livest, And when, as overcomers, we shall be that openeth, and no man shutteth; and
and art dead. Be watchful, and "clothed in while raiment," the Lord will shutteth, and no man openeth; I know
strengthen the things which remain, that acknowledge our faithfulness as verily as thy works: behold, I have set before thee
arc ready to die: for I have not found thy in the days of the early Christian church an open door, and no man can shut it: for
works perfect before God. Remember He acknowledged the "few names even in thou hast a little strength, and hast kept
therefore how thou hast received and Sardis" who had "not de[iJed their gar- my word, and hast not denied my name.
heard, and hold fast, and repent. If there- ments;" and we shall walk with Him in Behold, I will make them of the syn-
fore thou shalt not watch, I will come on while, for through His atoning sacrifice agogue of Satan, which say they are
Ihee as a thief, and thou shalt nOI know we shall be accounted worthy. Jews, and arc not, but do lie; behold, I
what hour I will come upon thee. Thou My dear friends, in view of these will make them to come and worship
hast a few names even in Sardis which encouraging promises, how earnestly before thy feet, and to know that I have
have nol defiled their garments; and they should we strive to perfect a character loved thee." Verses 7-9
shall walk with me in white: for they are that will enable us to stand before the A banle is continually going on be-
worthy. He that overcometh, the same Son of God! Only those who are clothed twcen the forces for good and the forces
shall be clothed in white raiment; and I in Ihe garments of His righleousness will for evil, between the angels of God and
will not blot out his name out of the be able to endure the glory of His pres- Ihe fallen angels. We are beset before
book of life, but I will confess his name ence when he shall appear with "power and behind, on the right hand and on the
before my Father, and before his angels." and great glory." left. The conflict that we are passing
Revelation 3:1-5 (All texts in Ihis article It means much 10 be an overcomer. through is the last we shall have in this
are from Revelation 3) The besetments of the enemy and all his world. We are now in the midsl of il.

The expression, "He that overoom- evil agencies must be firmly resisted. Two parlics are striving for the su·
eth," indicates that there is something for Every moment we must be on guard. premacy. In Ihis conflict we cannot be
every one of us to overcome. The over- Not for one instant arc we to lose sight of neutral. We must sland either on one side
comer is to be clothed in Ihe white raiment Christ, and of His power to save in the or on Ihe other. If we take our position
of Christ's righteousness, and of him it is hour of trial. Our hand must be placed in on the side of Christ, if we acknowledge
written: "f will nOi blot oul his name out of His, that we may be upheld by the power Him before Ihe world in word and work,
the book oflife, but Iwill confess his name of His mighl. we are bearing a liVing lestimony as to

a=-.-:-C:W""""'h-:-C:it-e
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whom we have chosen to serve and
honor. In this important period ofearth's
history, we cannot afford to leave any
one in uncertainty as to whose side we
arc on.

The True Witness declares: "Behold,
I have set before thee an open door." Let
us thank God with heart and soul and
voice; and let us learn to approaCh unto
Him as through an open door, believing
that we may come freely with our peti-
tions, and that He will hear and answer.
It is by a living faith in His power to
help, that we shall receive strength to
fight the battles of the Lord with the
confident assurance of victory.

"Because thou hast kept the word of
my patience, I also will keep thce from
the hour of temptation, which shall come
upon all the world, to try them that dwell
upon the earth." Verse 10. In this scrip-
ture is brought to view the hour of temp-
tation that is to try them that dwell upon
the eanh. We are now living in this trying
hour. There is no escape for any from this
conflict. If in your life there are defective
traits of character that you arc not striv-
ing to overcome, you may be assured that
the enemy will endeavor to take advan-
tage of them; for he is watching vigi-
lantly, seeking to spoil the faith of every
one. In order to gain the victory over
every besetment of the enemy, we must
lay hold on a power that is out of and
beyond ourselves. We must maintain a
constant, living connection with Christ.
who has power to give victory to evcry
soul that will maintain an attitude offaith
and humility. If we are self-sufficient,
and think that we may go on just as we
please, and yet hope to come out on the
right side finally, we shall find that we
have made a terrible mistake. As those
who hope 10 receive the overcomer's
reward, we must press forward in the
Christian warfare. though at every ad-
vance we meet with opposition.

"Behold, I come quickly: hold that
fast which thou hast, that no man take
thy crown." Verse 11. Here again we are
admonished to faithfulness, in view of
the conOict. We must not yield any point
that we have already gained. From now
on till Jesus comes, the battle will wax
fiercer and still fiercer. We shall have to
meel and resist men who aTC regarded as
very wise and learned, but who are not
spiritually wise unto S<1Ivation. Our only
hope of saving our own souls and of
helping others to be saved, is to receive
the righteousness ofJesus Christ. We are
seeking for a crown, a crown of glory

that fadeth not away. As overcomers we
arc to reign with Christ in the heavenly
courts; and we arc 10 overcome through
the blood of the Lamb and the word of
our testimony.

"Him that ovcrcomclh will I make a
pillar in the temple of my God, and he
shall go no more out: and I will write
upon him the name of my God, and the
name of the city of my God, which is
new Jerusalem, which cometh down out
of heaven from my God: and I will write
upon him my new name. He that hath an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churchcs.

unto the angel of the church of
the Laodiceans write; These things saith
the Amen, the faithful and true witness,
the beginning of the creation of God; I
know thy works, that thou an neither
cold nor hOi: I would thou wen cold or
hot. So then because thou art lukewarm,
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee
out of my mouth." Verses 12-16

Those who profess to serve Christ,
while in life they deny Him, are not
thoroughly converted, and are regarded
by Christ as very offensive. To every
such one He says, "I will spue thee out of
my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am
rich, and increased with goods, and have
need of nothing; and knowest not that
thou arc wretched, and miserable, and
poor, and blind, and naked: I counsel
thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire,
that thou mayesl be rich; and while
raiment, that thou mayest be clothed,
and that the shame of thy nakedness do
not appear; and anoint thine eyes with
eyesalve, that thou mayest see.

many as I love, I rebuke and
chasten: be zealous therefore, and re-
pent. Behold, I stand at the door, and
knock: if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, I will come in to him, and
will sup with him, and he with me. To
him that overcometh will I grant to sit
with me in my throne, even as I also
overcame, and am set down with my
Father in His throne. He that hath an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches." Verses 16-22

It will profit us to study carefully the
book of Revelation. There are in this
book many precious truths that we
should bring into our daily experience.

We are not to rest quietly, with the
thought that the devil witl have nothing
to do with us; but we can have the
assurance that we shall not be left help-
less, to be overcome by him. Yet if we,
like many others, put forth no special

effons to resist him, he will work to lead
us away [rom the truth. lfwe give him the
least encouragement, he will not wait for
a further invitation to come into our
heans. He will take possession of the
mind, and then, although we may even
think that we are being wonderfully led
by the Lord, we shall be deceived. Our
minds have been bought with an infinite
price, and we cannot afford to give them
over to the control of the enemy. We have
no right to follow impulse, and regard it
as the guidance ofHeaven. We must have
evidence that we are receiving the stamp
of the divine character, such as will be
acknowledged in the heavenly couns.

The Lord desires us 10 know what is
our work in Ihis world. Those who have
come into right relation to God will have
a living experience in carrying OUI His
purposes. They will be enabled to help
those who are tempted. Angels of God
will open the way before them, and as
they follow the leadings of the Holy
Spirit, they will work for their neighbors
and friends.

If, while professing to know the
truth, we lead others away from Christ
by our example, there rests upon us a
terrible accountability. It is a sad truth
that some are carrying out plans and
methods of their own devising, believing
these to be right, when in reality they arc
working contrary to the purposes of
God. Because they fail of maintaining a
living connection with God, Ihey are led
by a spirit that is at enmity with God and
His work. Oh, that thcse deceivcd souls
may yet repent and be convened!

Why should we be so panicular in
regard to our life-conduct? Oh, there is a
world lying in darkness, waiting for the
Light of life, a world for whom Christ
has given His life! In His plan for the
redemption of the fallen race, Jesus came
to the eanh and was subject to the same
temptations wherewith man is beset. No
one will be called to pass through temp-
tations so severe as were those our
Saviour endured. Because of this, our
great High Pricsi knows how to succor
those who are tempted. He knows how
to sympathize with us when in our great
need we call for help. There are severe
trials before every one of us, yet we need
not fail. In the hour of temptation, Christ
will not leave His children, but will send
His angels to minister unto us. He will
answer our prayers for deliverance. I!!I

Review and llerald, vol. 5, 431-432
(July 9, 1908)
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•es In"-""',•es In , • • •
TIME AND time again the Spirit of

Prophecy counsels us not to enforce
man-made tests of fellowship. "Pro-
claim, in the simplicity of Christ, the
truths that He came to this world to
proclaim, and the power of your mes-
sage will make itself felt. Do nOl advo-
cate theories or tests that Christ has
never mentioned, and that have no foun-
dation in the Bible. We have grand,
solemn truths for the people. 'It is writ-
ten' is the test that must be brought
home to every soul.'" In saying this,
Ellen White is only echoing Christ's
warning concerning preaching "the
commandments of men" in the place of
true doctrines. Mark 7:7

We can be thankful for these cau-
tions, for they have saved this church
from a multitude of difficulties which
beset all who place such power in the
hands of fallible mortals. Yet, in recent
months, there has been a concern among
many Adventists arising from what are
known as the Guidelines for Acceptable
Independent Ministries.
If you are a lifelong Seventh-day

Adventist, and yet have never heard of
these guidelines, don't feel too bad-
they came into existence only a little
more than a year ago. They were the
product of a committee formed by the
1 Gospel Workers, 309; see also Tlte Seventh.day
Adventist Bible Commelltary, vol. 7,920, His-
torical Sketches, 211
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North Pacific Union Conference. After
due consideration, the committee set
forth these "guidelines" as suggestions
for the laity to use in evaluating what
they termed "independent ministries."
(Most "independent ministries" prefer
the term that Elder Robert Pierson sug-
gested they use-"special ministries.")

Two items are worth noting here: 1.)
there were no represcOIatives of any of
the special ministries on the commiHce,
and 2.) these "guidelines" were origi-
nally given as just that-guidelines.

As a church, we have long recognized
the difference between tests of fellowship
and guidelines. We have many guidelines
given to us by the Spirit of Prophecy
which we strongly urge our members to
follow, but they are not tests of fellow-
Ship. Vegetarianism is one example. l
Country living is another. No one has ever
been disfellowshiped or placed under
church censure for his personal choice in
these areas. The reason is simple: they are
guidelines, not tests of fellowship.

This reasoning has been confusing to
church members at times. They wonder
why the church seemingly refuses to
take action on such a clear-cut matter as
meat-eating. But the answer is simple.
While any unnecessary sacrifice of
health and strength is depriving God of
service, yet there were in Ellen White's
1 Coul/sels 011 Diet a"d Foods, 462-463

Dave Fiedler

day-and probably still are IOday-
those who were so situated that flesh
food was the best they could obtain.
Would we disfellowship someone for
doing the best he could to preserve life?
Of course not.

[ am not saying that the guidelines
given by the Spirit of Prophecy are not
important. To disregard these guidelines
may well result in both physical and
spiritual suffering. But guidelines, unlike
valid tests given by Inspiration, canry no
provision for human beings meting out
the punishment for their disregard.

And so the principle has been estab-
lished for years within the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, that a test of fellow-
ship must be universally applicable,
without exception. Anything that is nOl,
can only be held as a guideline. This
understanding has done much 10 prevent
the development of blind zeal and mis-
guided fanaticism within our church.

What has happened recently is that
certain ones-probably with the best of
intentions-have begun to apply these
guidelines, not as guidelines, but as re-
quirements, as tests of fellowship. It is
unfortunate that they did nOl first ask
themselves whether these guidelines
were indeed universally applicable.

Let us, then, consider these guide-
lines point by point.

1. The leaders of the independent
ministry are members in good and



A common misconception concerning many
former conference employees is the idea that
they have "lost their ministerial credentials"

regular standing in the local Seventh-
day Adventist Church.

Many things may be said concerning
this requirement. It is, first of all, circular
in nature. That is to say that you must be
in good and regular standing in order to
qualify as acceptable. But you must be
acceptable in order to qualify for good
and regular standing. Which comes first?

And the question must be raised as to
the uniform judgment of Seventh-day
Adventisl Churches. That which is
"good and regular" in one church may
not be considered such in another church
a few miles away. An unfortunate situa-
tion, it is true, but nonetheless it hap-
pens. To anyone who has traveled and
attended various Advenlist churches,
this is no secret.

AnOlher point: is Ihis lest universally
applied? If it is valid in regard to "inde-
pendent ministries" on the «fringes" of
Adventism, wouldn't logic demand Ihal
an even greater diligence be exercised in
a work as imporlant as the "right arm of
the third angel's message"? What are we
to conclude of the many administrative
personnel in our Adventist hospitals
who arc not Advemists at all? They are
certainly not members of their local
churches in good and regular standing.

2. The theological positions of the
independent ministry are in harmony
with the statement or fundamental
beliefs of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. (See Church Manual, 1986
edition, pp. 23-31 and 177-179 on fun-
damental beliefs and process of
doctrinal evaluation.)

This guideline is good, inasmuch as
it implies that the truths of Adventism
are nonnegotiables. Error and heresy are
inevitably evil no matter where they are
found. To have one's theological posi-
lions closely scrutinized should never
present any concern whatsoever. But
this test must be universally applied.
Anyone who teaches error-whether he
be layman, pastor, conference official, or
whatever-needs to be dealt with faith-
fully and led to sec the error of his
doctrine or practice. In this work we
must rely on the infallible Word of God
for all definitions of truth. "To the law,
and to the testimony: if they speak not
according to this word, it is because
there is no light in them." Isaiah 8:20

3. The leaders of the independent
ministry by words, actions, nod publi-
cations obviously support and co-
operate with the pastors and elected
leaders of the Seventh-day Adventist

Church at all levels of the church
organization.

It is good to stress the value of effi-
cient co-operation throughout the whole
body of Christ. In practice, however,
there will clearly be difficulties in know-
ing how far to go in applying this. And,
remember, it must be applied universally.

When was the last time you read the
Letters to the Editor column in your
union paper without finding someone
taking serious exception to some policy,
practice, or program of Ihe church? Does
that mean he should be subjected to
church discipline? It is no secret that
many within the church have serious
reservations with the fact that one of our
Southern California paslOrs is the star of
a television situation comedy. Are all
these members lacking in support or
co-operation? What about those who
have expressed concern with denomi-
national endorsement of the former Oak-
wood College studems who have be-
come famous for their "award-winning a
cappella gospel jazz"?'

The simple fact is that church mem-
bers' standards are not uniform. Neither
are those of the "pastors and elected
leaders of the Seventh-day Adventist

Church at all levels of the church organi-
zation." Who, then, is to decide?

4. Independent ministry leaders
who were ordained ministers of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church but
who do not hold current credentials
from the church will not use their
ministerial ordination as a way to
secure support for their independent
ministry.
I See Rich:ard N. Ostling, "Evangelism and All
Thai Jazz: Take 6 puts Sevenlh-day Ad....entism
on lhe charts," Time, M:arch 20,1989; Edilorial,
Pacific UI/iol/ Recorder, May 15, 1989,9. Con-
sider as well the following: ·'Greal care should
be exercised in the choice of music. Any melody
part:lking of lhe nalure of jazz, rock, or related
forms .. will be shunned by persons of true
cui lure." Seventh-day Adventist Church
Mal/I/al, (1986 edilion) 148.

This writer has never known any
special ministry which has violated the
intent of this guideline. It docs, however,
raise some interesting points which have
been presented in a very confusing man-
ner at times. A common misconception
concerning many former conference em-
ployees is the idea that they have "lost
their ministerial credentials." This idea is
at best a half-truth. Church policy was
revised a few years ago so that ministers'
credentials arc now issued by the em-
ploying organization. That simply
means that when a minister takes a leave
of absence from the work of the ministry
his credentials routinely expire with his
employment.

Laymen have often been told that
former conference employees who are
now working for the Lord in special
ministries have "lost their credentials."
Too often they have been left with the
impression that Ihese minislers' creden-
tials have been taken from them as some
form of discipline.

A slight variation on this theme has
surfaced in Australia in recent months. It
has been widely reported that a certain
pastor who selVed within the denomi-
national ministry for more than thirty

years never was ordained, that he lied
about this matter for years. It must have
been a very convincing lie-it carried
him all the way to employment by the
General Conference.

In responding to this accusation,
those who know the person concerned
have recently sent out a number of cop-
ies of his Certificate of Ordination to
those who have written in requesting a
response to this charge. Surely no one
would forbid such a course.

S. The result of the work of an
independent ministry should en-
courage the growth, unity, and har-
mony of local Seventh-day Adventist
Churches. Among its fruits should be
found the fruits of the Spirit as found
in the Bible.
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For any man to arbitrarily say that
such-and-such class of worker is never to
perform such-and-such class of work is at best
an extremely risky business

Certainly no one would complain
about that. Again, however, the diversity
of standards held by individual Advent-
ists and by whole ehurches makes it a
foregone conclusion that no one will be
able to make everyone happy. If you
doubt this, note how often pastors are
transferred to alleviate tensions created
between them and their congregations.
Do we apply this test universally? Are
pastors, or for thai matter, conference
presidents who fall out of favor with
their constituency, to be condemned and
to be considered unworthy of holding
any church office?

6. The independent ministry en-
courages its supporters to be faithful
in the returning of their tithes and
giving of appropriate offerings to the
organized Seventh·day Adventist
Church and does nnt knowingly ac-
cept tithe f"om Seventh-day Adventist
members.

To encourage all to return to the Lord
their tithes and offerings is but to teach
the truth of the Bible. Certainly anyone
who teaches otherwise is deserving of
censure. The statement above, however,
goes considerably further in stating that
tithe must be paid to the "organized
Seventh-day Adventist Chureh" and re-
quiring that special ministries H not
knowingly accept tithe from Seventh-
day Adventist members."l

Without doubt, this is the most
volatile and emotional of all the points of
concern raised by the eleven guidelines.
We could well wish that the Lord's
counsel on this matter had been followed
from the beginning. The clearest piece of
counsel the Lord's messenger ever gave
on the subject of returning lithe to the
Lord through "nonstandard" channels
was written in 1905 to Elder 'MItson, the
president of the Colorado Conference,
who had become agitated when church
members senl their tilhe out of the con-
ference without his approval. HI write
this to you so that you shall keep cool
and not become stirred up and give
I It has been a mailer of some confusion as to why
it should be accep{;)ble to take tithe from non-
Adventists. If it is tithe, docs it not belong to Ihe
Lord? How can some lilhe be treated differ-
ently? Further, while ellcour:lging church mem-
bers 10 utilize lhe regular channels o[the church,
it has for years been the policy of all but one of
the well-known Adventist media ministries 10
accept tilhe which is sent direclly to Ihem. This
is a sensible policy which respecls the wishes of
the giver, so long as the expenditure of such
funds is in strict 3ccord3nce with Ihe divinely
appoinled purposes for which Ihe Lord's lilhe is
to be used.
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publicity to this matter, lest many more
shall follow their example."l

If everyone had followed Ihis coun-
sel, we very much doubt that this matter
would have become the explosive issue
it is today.

The simple facts of the matter are
that while Ellen While spoke most often
of the returning of lithe through the
"regular channel" nowhere did she ever
intimate that this was the "only chan-
nel." She recognized the difference be-
tween guidelines and tests.

While she could encourage all 10 pay
Iheir lithes through Iheir local church (a
course long followed by reputable
special ministries) she also understood
that "circumstances alter cases."2 The
rule could not be made hard and fast.
What may work admirably well in most
cases, may not in others. And the in-
spired counsel leaves room for that.
Since the Lord never chose to com-
pletely close the door on the matter, how
can we?)

The special ministries with which
this writer is familiar sincerely wish that
circumstances were such that they could
continue their policy of silence on these
matters. But as Ellen White said in the

letter to Elder 'MIlson, this question of
paying tithe Ihrough nonslandard chan-
nels "is not a matter that should be
commented upon, for it will necessitate
my making known these matters, which
I do not desire to do, because it is not
beSt."4
I Spaldiflg-Magall's Ullpublished Malluscript
Testimollies olEllell G. While, 216

2 Ibid., 215
) See Ellen G. White Est3te Document File 213,
"Memor3ndum of Plans Agreed Upon in De.1l·
ing with The BIlle Book" for an expression of the
proper balance on this issue as understood by
we. White, A.G. Daniells, WW Pn..-scoH and
01hers who, in 1906, wrOle in defense of Ellen
White's position on lithe t3ken in lhe 19051cUer
10 Elder W'llson.

4 Spaldillg-Magall's Unpublished Mal/useripl
TestimOllies ofEllen G. \Vllire, 215

7. The mission of the independent
ministry is essentially outwardly dir-
ected rather than inwardly directed.
Its work positively supplements that
of the church, carrying out the gospel
commission.

Who is to define what percentage is
represented by "essentially"? Special
ministries have been criticized on this
account, the complaint being that too
great a portion of their work is directed
toward the benefit of church members
rather than toward non-Adventists. But
how much is acceptable? And could not
the same concern be properly raised in
regard to the many denominationally
employed "revivalists"?

II should be borne in mind that many
special ministries carry on extensive
reach programs in a wide variety of
forms. Correspondance Bible sludies,
television and satellile broadcasling, and
the training of a small army of literalure
evangelists are only a few examples.

But there is yet an even more serious
question. To whom arc we to look for
directions in doing the Lord's work? to
men, or to God? For any man to arbi-
trarily say that such-and-such class of
worker is never to perform such·and-

such class of work is at best an ex-
tremely risky business. Who would
have chosen David over his elder
brothers? Who would have selected the
child Samuel before the aged and
honored priest? Who would have gone
to the shepherds of Thkoa to find the
prophet Amos?

We regret that the prerogatives laken
in Ihis matter far exceed those which
rightfUlly belong to any man. In the
words of Ellen White, "Do not allow any
man to corne in as an arbitrary ruler, and
say, You must go here, and you must not
go there; you must do this, and you must
not do that. We have a great and impor-
tanl work to do, and God would have us
take hold of that work intelligently. The
placing of men in positions of responsi-



All true-hearted Adventists agree completely
with the concern expressed for the necessity of
treating the Spirit of Prophecy with reverence.
Let us see that this reasonable requirement is
universally honored

bility in the various conferences docs not
make them gods."1

8. The independent ministry will
make available upon request a formal
statement of mission, including plans
and objectives, by which it is willing
to have its words, actions, and publi-
cations judged.

It is not a bad idea to have such a
statement, but who has the right to
demand one? Docs every conference,
every hospital, every publishing house,
every ABC, every youth camp, and every
Adventist college have such a statement
available upon request? A valid tcst must
be applied universally; arc we willing to
reap the consequences of doing so?

9. The leaders of the independent
ministry will be careful in their use of
Seventh-day Adventist terminology
and of qnotations from the Spirit of
Prophecy so as not to mislead those
less knowledgeable in those areas.

Who could argue with that? But will
we apply it universally? Many of our
readers are no doubt familiar with the
serious concerns expressed by the staff
of the Ellen G. White Estate over the
book PeJ1ect in Chris/. Their concerns
were expressed clearly and kindly, yet
they were forced to conclude that the
"author scriously misinterprcts Ellen
Whitc's writings. In some cases hc may
not have understood Mrs. White's
views; but in many instances he omits
portions of her statements that would
contradict his thesis," and that the book
"not only is an ill-concealed attack on
the life of victory as set forth in the
Bible, it makes 'of none effect the testi-
mony of the Spirit of God' as presented
in the writings of Ellen G. White.'"

Pelfect illCh,isl was published late in
1987, one of a number of books dealing
especially with the issues of righteous-
ness by faith and the 1888 centennial. At
that time it was rather widely promoted.
On the twentieth of February, 1988, the
staffof the Ellen G. White Estate released
their analysis of the book quoted above.
This writer has not made any survey to
sec what percentage of our Adventist
Book Centers continue to carry this
volumc, but such an insight would be a
I RC""icw alld Herald, vol. 5, 525 (July 1, 1909);
plcase note Ihat lhis was wrincn 21 ycars aflcr
the so,c.1l1ed hBuller er.1" of denominational
Icadership, and more Ihan cighl years afler lhe
reOl'gani7..:llion of 1901.

2 "Analysis of the Book Pin/eel ill Christ,
Authored by Helmut all," 1, 4. "Ibis paper was
rcprinted in ils entirely in Ollr Firm FOllndation,
May 1988

very interesting commentary on the de-
gree of commitment which we possess to
the principle of this ninth "guideline."

All true-hearted Adventists-confer-
cnce workers, special ministries, laymen,
or whatever-agree completely with the
concern expressed for the neceSSity of
treating the Spirit of Prophecy with rev-
erence. Let us see that this rcasonable
requirement is univefS<:'llly honored.

10. The independent ministry, if it
accepts financial gifts, will be regis-
tered wilh the IRS us a non-profit
OIoganization and will provide annual
audited financial statements upon re-
quest.

Proper business practices are in the
best interests of any organization. Special
ministries must take seriously their re-
sponsibility to theirsupponers. Their sup-
porters havc the right to request evidence
of proper disbursement of their donated
funds. All this is obvious, and would serve
as a good guide for any layman planning
his financial stewardship.

But to apply this tenth "guideline" as
a test of one's church membership
leaves much to be desired. As an honest,
law-abiding citizen with nothing to hide,
would you concede that the church has
the right to demand a copy of your
Federal Income Tax return? The point is
simply this: special ministries are not the
property of the conference. There are
limits to the authority one may exert
over someone else's work. To try to
exceed these limits will prove fruitless.

11. The independent ministry will
have on its guiding board or committee
at least some individuals who currently
represent the organized Seventh-day
Adventist Church. They muy be em-
ployees of the church unrl/or luy per-
sons who are elected or uppointed to the
church executive or governing boards
or committees at the level of the local
conference or above.

In praclice, this point mcans "An in-
dependent ministry is acceptable as long

as it grants the conference a measure of
controL" To those who have not worked
with boards and committees, this request
may seem trivial. Those who understand
the mechanics of decision-making on the
level of the controlling board of an or-
ganization recognize the major signifi-
cance of this requirement.

It is true that there arc persens within
the conference structure who could work
well with special ministries. Given suit-
able opportunity, it may well happen.

Another point is of interest in this
regard. With the tremendous increa,e in
aggressive litigation in the United States
today, everyone conneeted with an or-

ganization of any kind is becoming in-
creasingly aware of the danger of inter-
connected corporate boards. The danger
is simply this: If one of the members of
the board of organization "/.;' is also on
the ooard of organization I'B," ooth or·
ganizations are at risk for the responsi·
bilities of the other. Suppose that a major
lawsuit is brought against organization

If the assets of that organization are
insufficient to mcet its legal responsibili-
ties, the court and the lawyers will simply
go looking for more. The tie between the
two boards is in many C2ses sufficient
legal grounds for seizing and liquidating
any or all of the assets of organization
"B" to meet the debt.

This scenario may sound farfetched,
but it is a very real concern. In a recent
issue of Ministry magazine, the prcsi·
dent of the Carolina Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists wrote that
uwhile it has not been tested in court,
some legal experts believe that if a sub-
stantial part of the Adventist hospital
system should collapse, creditors would
attempt to recover losl assets not only
from the medical and other assets of
sister Adventist Health Systems divi-
sions (lateral liability), but also from
nonmedical church assets-in other
words, from the church itself (ascending

continued on 31
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Dr. \i?mon Sparks serl'CS as the medical
director of Life Abundant Missiol/ary IlIsli·
tute.

boredom of life by assisting in our com-
munion with our Creator and Saviour. It
also helps to bring us into harmony with
our fellow men, and alleviates the prime
causes of psychological or false fatigue.

Recreation means to fe-creme, and
ideally it is a form of rest. "There is a
distinction between recreation and
amusement. Recreation, when true to its
name, re-creation, tends to strengthen
and build up. G111ing us aside from our
ordinary cares and occupations, it af-
fords refreshment for mind and body,
and thus enables us to return with new
vigor to the earnest work of life. Amuse-
ment, on the other hand, is sought [or the
sake of pleasure, and is often carried to
excess; it absorbs the energies thm me
required for useful work, and thus
proves a hindrance to life's true
success." Education, 207

Most people think of sports when
they think of recreation. However, we
should not limit our recreation to com-
paratively useless activities. Reading an
informative article or book can fc-create
a physical laborer. Gardening, or other
useful physical exercise, can re-create
the mental laborer. A change in activity
re-creatcs. Recreation can very well con-
sist of alternating useful activities.

.."
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Rest
I 'M so TIRED" is one of the most
common complaints of mankind.

Thcrc arc sevcral types of tiredncss or
fatigue. With muscular fatigue, due to
muscular work, we are relaxed and sleep
readily. Fatigue of the nervous system
results from mental concentration and
continuous use of the nelVOUS system,
Our muscles become tense, and we
frequently find it difficult to sleep. Oc- people go through life accomplishing
casionally, we experience one or the much less than they can because they
other of these two types of fatigue, but feel or think that they arc more tired than
generally we experience various combi- they actuaHy arc. One scientist stated
nations. Ihat most people automatically and un-

These two types are called true or consciously limit exertional effort to ap-
physiologiC<ll fatigue because the cells of proximately 50 percent of their capacity.
the muscles and the nervous tissues have There is a great deal of truth in the
run low on nutrients and have accumu- saying "You can do it, if you think you
laled waste products. These cells are can." A positive outlook on life, al-
truly tired, and unable to continue work- though not the full answer to fatigue, can
ing at maximum efficiency. With true help one feel less tired.
fatigue, the body tissues actually need What is the antidOte for fatigue? True
rest in order to recuperate. physiological fatigue requires rest in

Another very common type of order for the deplenished tissues to re-
fatigue, the false or psychological, is not store and prepare themselves for future
caused by an actual usc of the muscular activity. True fatiguc from physical ac-
or the nclVous systcms. II springs from tivity requires physical rest; our bodies
boredom, stress, and/or a sense of guilt. require sleep in order to have energy for
At one time or another, we have all the next day. "Sleep, nature's sweet re-
experienced this kind characterized by a storer, invigorates the weary body and
feeling of tiredness even after a good prepares it for the next day's duties."
night's rest. Millions of people complain Tile Adl'ewist /lome, 289
of chronic fatigue brought on by depres- Our Creator has also given us a
sion from boredom with their job or their weekly rest-the seventh day. The Sab-
social life, or a sense of guilt. Many bath helps to break the monotony and
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Lack of faith in a Higher Power and a need for
assurance of the forgiveness of sin are the two
greatest causes of much of mankind's inability
to sleep. Trust in God and a clear conscience
will do much to insure peaceful sleep

rule, the exercise most beneficial to the
youth will be found in useful employ-
menl. The lillie child finds both diver-
sion and development in play; and his
sports should be such as to promote nol
only physical, but mental and spiritual
growth. As he gains strength and inlel-
ligenee, the best recreation will be found
in some line of effort that is useful."
Ibid., 215

We spend nearly one third of our
lifetime Sleeping. Sleep, however, is a
subject that man knows very little about.
Only in recent years has seience begun
to understand some aspects of sleep. By
measuring man's brain waves, re-
searchers have delcrmined that there are
four stages or levels of sleep. Normally,
we spend the night going up and down
these four levels of consciousness as if
on waves. Usually, we ridc five or six of
these waves each night. The deepest and
the most superficial levels of sleep seem
to be the most essential to rest. At the
deepest level of sleep, the person is the
most difficull to arouse. This level, when
the brain is the leasl active, is essential to
adequate rest. The most superficial level
of sleep is also essential to resl. It is
during this stage of sleep that one
dreams.

Dreaming is apparently essential to
normal sleep. We dream nearly 25 per-
cenl of the time we are asleep. At this
level of sleep we assimilate and file inlo
our memory banks our most recent life
experiences into the whole of our past,
and in doing so, some of lhe previous
episodes spill out of the tiles. We cannot
recall the majority of our dreams. Oc-
casionally, however, we can recall per-
haps the last dream of the night.

Mrs. E. G. White makes some inter-
esting and significant comments about
dreams. She states Ihat lale suppers can
be a cause of unpleasant dreams. See
Counsels 011 flea/th, 119. She also
speaks of Ihe signiDcanee of dreams:
"The mullitude of dreams arise from the
common things of life, wilh which the
Spirit of God has nothing to do. There
are also false dreams, as well as false
visions, which arc inspired by the spirit
of Salan. But dreams from Ihe Lord arc
classed in the Word of God with visions
and arc as truly the fruits of the spirit of
prophecy as visions." Testimonies, vol.
1,569

Each of our body cells, during our
waking hours, is working for thc wel-
fare of the whole body. In the daytime
the nerve cells are carrying messages to

and from all parts of the body and the
digestive cells are active in gathering
food for the enlire body. When we
sleep, the majority of these activities
decrease to a minimum. At nighl the
ceIls concern lhemselves primarily
with their own well-being. The ex-
periences of the previous day are Died
away. The last of the waste products
are cleaned OUI, and fresh energy is
metabolized and stored for the next
day. In sleep we are unconscious; how-
ever, our body cells are not completely
inaclive. They utilize this time to take
care of their own essential needs and to

prepare for future service. Because of
this continued activity, the basal meta-
bolic rale (the rale of oxygen eonsump-
lion) during sleep decreases only about
10 to 20 pereenl.

The need for sleep varies from per-
son 10 person. An adull needs 6 to 10
hours. Babies and children need more
sleep. Older people may gel by wilh less.
One physiologisl believes that persons
with a larger cap.1eity for curiosity need
less sleep than do others.

Into Ihis modern life we lend to cram
marc activity than we should. Many
people get less sleep than Ihey need and
build up a chronic sleep shonage. This
lack Drsl manifests itself by decreased
muscular co-ordination and poor liming.
As the sleep debl worsens, one's sense
of tOUCh, pressure and temperature is
reduced. One's hearing may be impaired
and he can lose the ability 10 judge
distances.

A person deprived of sleep for
several days becomes irritable and ex-
periences visual illusions, sensations,
nonsensical thoughts and disorientation
leading to psychotic actions. Aikr about
100 hours wilhoul sleep, delirium sets
in. Apparenlly in early English hislory
people were sometimes condemned to
die by being prevented from sleeping,
and always died raving maniacs. See
/low to Live, 376

Our bodies get more out of our sleep
when we have regular hours for rest.
"The importance of regularity in the
time for eating and sleeping should not
be overlooked. Since the work of build-
ing up the body takes place during the
hours of rest, it is essential, especially in
youth, that sleep should be regular and
abundant." Education, 205. Our body
organs funclion in hannony with an
internal time clock. Irregularity in sleep-
ing prevents the maximum harmonious
function of our body.

When is the best time 10 go to sleep?
Many people go to bed late at night and

sleep 10Ie in Ihe morning. Some persons
must work during the night and sleep
during the day. However, this schedule
is not nalural and should be avoided as
much as possible. The Spirit of Proph-
ecy speaks against turning day into night
and night into day. It is for our good to
live in harmony with Ihe order and dis-
cipline of our Creator. Sec Child
Guidance, 111-112. There is some trulh
to the saying, "Early to bed and early to
rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy and
wisc."

At one time or another, all of us
experience the inability to sleep called
insomnia. Approximalely one out of
every seven persons in the Uniled States
considers himself to have a chronic ina-
bility to sleep. Studies show, however,
that these persons usually sleep longer
than they Ihink they do. Measurements
of the brain waves of poor sleepers show
thai they do not experience the four
levels of sleep in a normal pallern.
Therefore, they do not feel as if, or
believe, that they have slept as long as
they have. Worry and excessive mental
activity arc probably the moSI common
causes of insomnia.

Lack of failh in aHigher Power and a
need for assurance of Ihe forgiveness of
sin are Ihe two greatest causes of much
of mankind's inabilily to sleep. Trust in
God and a clear conscience will do much
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to insure peaceful sleep. [n The Story of
Redemption, 294-295, is described the
peaceful sleep of Peter, the night before
his scheduled execution. "On this last
night before the execution a mighty
angel, commissioned from Heaven, de-
scended to rescue him. The strong gates
which shut in the saint of God open
without the aid of human Mnds; the
angel of the Most High enters, and they
close again noiselessly behind him. He
enters the cell, hewn from the solid rock,
and there lies Peter, sleeping the blessed,
peaceful sleep of innocence and perfect
trust in God, while chained to apowerful
guard on either side of him. The light
which envelops the angel illuminates the
prison, but docs not waken the sleeping
apostle. His is the sound repose that
invigorates and renews and thai comes
of a good conscience."

Another common cause of insomnia
is the use of substances such as lobacco,
alcohol, tca and coffee. We need to learn
to give OUT bodies proper rcst and nutri-
tion instead of the stimulants frequently
used. "The continued use of these nerve
irritants is followed by headache, wake-
fulness, palpitation of the heart, indiges-
tion, trembling, and many other evils;
for they wear away the life forces. Tired
nerves need rest and quiet instead of
stimulation and overwork. Nature needs
time to recuperate her exhausted ener-
gies." The Ministry ofHealing, 326-327

Undoubtably, the stimulation of read-
ing exciting siories or the observing of
cxciting telcvision programs or movies is
also a serious cause 01" insomnia and poor
sleep. Late suppers force the digestive
system to work overtimc. ll1is excite-
mcnt disturbs the normal pattcrn ofslccp
and when the person wakens, his whole
system is unrel"reshed and unready for the
duties of the ncw day. Scc Education,
205; COlIl/SeiS an Health, 118

We usually feel drowsy shortly after
a meal because the digestion of the food
draws blood away from the brain, and
one 01" the products 01" the digestion of
protein may stimulate drowsiness. When
we sleep or arc vcry inactive right after
eating, the fat we absorb [rom our meal
tcnds to form into larger particles. These
large fat particles may tllen obstruct
small blood vessels, and may be the
reason that many persons die in their
sleep. Modcrate exercise such as a brisk
walk after eating hclps to invigorate and
equalize the cirCUlation, and to prevent
the formation of large fat particles in our
blood. It also helps to prevent drowsi-
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ness and is a definite aid to digestion.
See Medical Sciel/ce and The Spirit of
Prophecy, 19-21. Midday naps will be
more beneficial if taken before the meal.
Even though food causes drowsiness,
the sleep obtained soon after eating is
not the most effective or healthful. It is
best to sleep on an empty or nearly
empty stomach.

Many people, when they cannot sleep
properly, resort to the use ofsleeping pills.
Some people take liquor or barbiturates or
tranquilizcrs in order to Cc:11m down, to
relax and 10 induce sleep. Research shows,
howevcr, Ihat these substances induce
abnormal patterns of sleep. 1110se who
use these products sleep, but their sleep is
not rcfrcshing. They awake still anxious.
This continued anxiety leads Ihem 10
gradually incre'lSe the amount of the
drugs. Scdalivcs and sleeping pills, ifuscd
at all, should be resorted to only during the
rare crisis brought on by serious illness,
trauma or grief.

What can wc do to prcvcnt false
psychological fatigue and to obtain res-
toration from true physiological fatigue?
Above all we must remember that our
body reStS best if it is physically tired.
Approach life with the Christian mOIlO:
"Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do
it with all thy might." Increased physical
activity, causing the muscles to be re-
laxed, is a big step forward to refreshing
rest. Indeed "the sleep of a labouring
man is sweet, whether he eat little or
much: but the abundance of the rich will
not suffer him to Sleep." Ecclesiastes
5:12. "Those who arc always bUSY, and
go cheerfully about the performance 01"
their daily tasks, are the most happy and
healthy. The rest and composure of night
brings to their wcaried frames unbroken
slumbcr." Testimonies, vol. 2, 529

We should have a variety of usel"ul
activities throughout the day. Regular
hours for rest will also be a benefit. Avoid
stimulating foods, drinks and programs.
Do not allempt to rest without first
making right with God and your fellow
men the wrongs commilled during the
day. Go to bed at a reasonable time and
arise when nature awakens. Spend some
time each morning in private devotions.
These practices will be of great assistance
in assuring your body the refreshing and
restoring rest it needs.

Melange
Bob Vun Kannon

Subjeet: The Mussel's Reward

[n Europe there lives a fish about three
inches long called the bitterling. The bit-
terling's method of reproducing deserves
some allention. The eggs laid by the
female will not mature into billerling fry
unless they are laid in the siphon tube of
the freshwater mussel shell. This tube
provides constantly aerated water with
sufticient oxygen to nurture the billerling
eggs because it is the tube through which
the mussel breathes.

While the eggs occupy the tube, they
do not seem to bother the mussel, and,
about a month after being laid, the bitter-
ling fry hatch and swim out of the mussel.

The mussel, on the other hand, does
not go unrewarded for its protection. You
see, the mussel requires the billerling for
its reproduction also. At the precise time
that the bitterling is depositing her eggs in
the mussel's siphon tube, the mussel dis-
charges its young. 11ley explode into the
water around the billerling and some at-
tach themselves to the skin of the fish. The
billerling then grows a protective coating
over them and they remain allached, feed-
ing on the fish's body fluids, for about
three months. After that help from the
bitterling, the young mussels drop off to
take up life in the bottom of the stream.

Now consider the problem this fact of
life provides for the proponent of the
theory of evolution. If [ may reasonably
define the probability of the evolution of a
complex fish like the billerling to be
"ridieulosity," then the probability of both
the bitterling and the mussel evolving is
ridiculosity squared. Furthermore, the
probability of the billerling and the mussel
evolving at the same time is ridicu!osity
cubed, and the probability of the mussel
and the billerling evolving at the same
time in the same place is ridiculosity
hypercubed! Yet both animals must have
evolved in the same place at the same time
if evolution is a fact, because neither can
reproduce without the other. Ridiculous!



Laborers

With
God

they married wives, they were given in
marriage, until the day that Noe entered
into the ark, and the flood came, and
destroyed them all." Luke 17:26-27

God warned the inhabitants of the
Old World of what He purposed to do in
cleansing the earth of its impurity. But
they laughed to scorn what they re-
garded as a superstitious prediction.
They mocked at Noah's warning of a
coming flood.

When Christ was upon the earth, He
gave warning of what was corning upon
Jerusalem because the people had re-
jected truth, despising the messages that
God had sent. But His warning was
unheeded.

The Lord has sent us by His ambas-
sadors messages of warning, declaring
that the end ofall things is at hand. Some
will listen to these warnings, but by the
vast majority they will be disregarded.

When Lot warned the members of
his family of the destruction of Sodom,
they would not heed his words, but
looked upon him as a fanatical enthusi-
ast. The destruction that came found
them unprepared.

a jealous God." Exodus 34:14. The
Lord God of Israel is jealous for His
honor. How, then, I inquire, does He
regard the inhabitants of this world,
who live in His house, and from His
liberal treasury are provided with food
and clothing, but who never so much as
say "Thank you" to Him? They are
unmindful of His goodness. They are
like the inhabitants of the antediluvian
world, who were destroyed because
they worked continually in opposition
to their Creator.

Of the antediluvians we read: "God
saw that the wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that every imagi-
nation of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually. And it repented
the Lord that he had made man on the
earth, and it grieved him at his heart. ...
And God said unto Noah, The end of all
flesh is come before me; for the earth is
filled with violence through them; and,
behold, I will destroy them with the
earth." Genesis 6:5--<>, 13

Christ said, ')\5 it was in the days of
Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the
Son of man. They did eat, they drank,

Ellen G. White

I ENTREAT YOU to rise to your highcalling in Christ. The prayer ofMoses,
"I beseech thee, show me thy glory," is
recorded for our benefit. We need to
present ourselves before the Lord every
day, praying with earnest soul-hunger,
"I beseech thee, show me thy gtory."

What was God's answer toMoses? "I
will make all my goodness pass before
thee.... And the Lord passed by before
him, and proclaimed, The Lord, The
Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-
suffering, and abundant in goodness and
truth, keeping mercy for thousands, for-
giving iniquity and transgression and sin,
and that will by no means clear the guilty;
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon
the children, and upon the children's
children, unto the third and to the fourth
generation." Exodus 33:18-19; 34:6-7

II is the glory of God to be merciful,
full of forbearance, kindness, goodness,
and truth. But the justice shown in
punishing the sinner is as verily the
glory of the Lord as is the manifestation
of His mercy.
"Thou shalt worship no other god:

for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is
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In order to fight successfully the battle against
sin, you must keep close to Jesus. Do not talk
unbelief; you have no excuse for doing this

Thus will it be when Christ comcs.
Farmers, merchants, lawyers, tradesmen.
will be wholly engrosscd in busincss,
and upon them the day of thc Lord will
come as a snare.

"'Much yc therefore: for yc know not
when the masler of the house cometh, at
even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrow-
ing, or in the morning: lest coming sud-
denly he find you sleeping. And what I
say unto you, I say unto all, Watch."
Luke 13:34-37

To Every Man His Work

To every man there is given a work.
This point I wish to impress on all. Eaeh
child of God has a work to do for Him.
But while some arc engaged in giving
the last message of mercy to our world,
others are living in careless indifference
to God's requirements.

It is our duty to Walch and pray and
work. Our lives are not to be spent in idle
expectation. Vigilant waiting and earnest
watching are to be combined with faith-
ful work, in expectation of the solemn
events so soon to lake place. The end is
near. The commission given by Christ to
His disciples is to be fulfilled. 10 all
people the gospel is to be preached.

Upon everyone who knows the truth
for this time rests the responsibility of
making it known to others. The servanlS
of Christ are in a large measure re-
sponsible for the well-being and the
salvation of the world. They are to be
colaborers with God in the work of
winning souls to Christ.

We Preach Not Ourselves, but Christ

The fourth chapter of Second
Corinthians contains a lesson that should
be carefully studied by all. "We prcach
not ourselves," Paul says, "but Christ
Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your ser-
vants for Jesus' sake." Verse 5

Those who minister in word and
deed are to exalt Chris\. If their hearts
are filled with the love of the Saviour,
their lives will reveal that love. Through
them it will speak in its tenderness. But
self too often interposes between the
soul and God. It is made so prominent
that perishing souls cannot see Jesus.

When the lips of a speaker move
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
the words ofGod find utterance in warn-
ings, in reproofs, in appeals. This power
is not of the speaker. It is a power given
him by God, that he may reach those
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who arc dead in trespasses and sins, and
arouse them to see the need of receiving
power from above. God works through
His faithful servants, who do not shun to
declare the whole truth in the power of
the Spirit. Their work bears His endorse-
ment.

God's messengers are to hold aloft
the standard of truth until the hand is
palsied in death. When they sleep in
death, the places that once knew them
know them no more. The churches in
which they preached, the places they
visited to hold forth the Word of life, srill
remain. The mountains, the hills, the

things seen by mOrlal vision, are still
there. All these things must at last pass
away. The time is coming when the earth
shall reel to and fro, and shall be re-
moved like a COllage. But the thoughts,
the purposes,the acts of God's workers,
although now unseen, will appear at the
great day of final retribution and reward.
Things now forgollen will then appear
as witnesses, either to approve or to
condemn.

Love, courtesy, sclf·sacrifice--Ihese
arc never lost. When God's chosen ones
arc changed from mortality to immortal-
ity, their words and deeds of goodness
will be made manifest, and will be pre-
served through the eternal ages. No aet
of unselfish service. however small or
simple, is ever lost. Through the merits
of Christ's imputed righteousness, the
fragrance of such words and deeds is
forever preserved.

Trusting in Christ

In order to fight successfully the
banle against sin, you must keep close to
Jesus. Do not talk unbelief; you have no
excuse for doing this. Christ has made a
complete sacrifice for you, that you
might stand before God complete in
Him. God is not pleased with our lack of
faith. Unbelief always separates the soul
from Christ.

It is not praiseworthy to talk of our
weakness and discouragement. Let each
one say, "I am grieved that I yield to
temptation, that my prayers arc so
feeble, my faith so weak. I have no
excuse to plead for being dwarfed in my
religious life. But I am seeking to obtain
completeness of character in Christ. I
have sinned, and yet I love Jesus. I have
fallen many times, and yet He has
reached out His hand 10 save me. I have
told Him all about my mistakes. I have
confessed with shame and sorrow that I
have dishonored Him. I have looked to
the cross, and have said, All this He

suffered for me. The Holy Spirit has
shown me my ingratitude, my sin, in
putting Christ to open shame. He who
knows no sin has forgiven me. He calls
me to a higher, nobler life, and [ press on
to the things that are before."

Christ Our Efficiency

"God, who commanded the light to
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ. But we have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that Ihe excellency of
the power may be of God, and not of
us." 2 Corinthians 4:6-7

Man is here cautioned against boast-
ing. Christ is his efficiency. God uses
human beings as His instrumentalities,
to do His work. Our capabilities and
talents are all to be held in trust. They do
not originate with us. They come (rom
God, and are to be consecrated to His
selVicc. To the one who does this the
Lord will give higher abilities.

The humility that bears fruit, filling
the soul with a sense of the love of God,
will speak for the one who has cherished
it, in the great day when men will be
rewarded according as their works have
been. Happy will be the one of whom it
can then be said, "The Spirit never
stirred this man's soul in vain. He went



forward and upward from strength to
strength. Self was not woven into his
life. Each message of correction and
counsel he received as a blessing [rom
God. Thus the way was prepared for him
to receive still greater blessings, because
God did not speak to him in vain. Each
step upward on the ladder of progress
prepared him to climb still higher. From
the top of the ladder the bright beams of
God's glory shone upon him. He did not
think of resting, but sought constantly to
attain to the wisdom and righteousness
of Christ. Ever he pressed toward the
mark of the prize of his high calling in
Christ."

This experience everyone who is
saved must have. In the day of jUdgment
the course of the man who has retained
the frailty and imperfcction of humanity
will not be vindicated. For him there will
be no place in heaven; he could not enjoy
the perfection of the saints in light. He
who has not sufficient faith in Christ to
believe that He can keep him from sin-
ning, has not the faith that will give him
an entrance into the kingdom of God.

Called to Service

Now,just now, is our time ofproba-
tion, wherein we are to prepare for

heaven. Christ gave His ]ife that we
might have this probation. But $0 long as
time shall last, Satan will strive for the
mastery over us. He works with power
to lead men to become absorbed in
money-gelling. He invents many kinds
of amusement, so that their minds may
be engrossed with worldly pleasure. He
would have them forget all about the
inward adorning-the adorning of a
meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight
of God is of great price. He is deter-
mined that every moment shall be filled
with efforts to carry out ambitious proj-
ects or to amuse and gratify self. He is
determined that men shall find no time to
study the Word of God, no time to
realize that they have been bought with a
price, even the blood of the Son of God.

Salan uses his inlluence to drown the
voice of God speaking to the soul; and
the world actS as if under his control.
Men have chosen him as their leader.
They stand under his banner. They will
n01 come to Christ tlnll they might have
life. Infatuated with schemes for pleasure
and amusement, they are striving for that
which will perish with the using.

At this time the message of mercy
and warning is to go forth to awaken
the world from its sleep of death. A
work is to be done today that will live

Bulletin Board

through the eternal ages. As watchmen
entrusted with a special message, we
arc to keep before the people the near-
ness of the end. HWhcre[ore we labour,
that, whether present or absent, we may
be accepted of him. For we must all
appear before the judgment seat of
Christ; that everyone may receive the
things done in his body, according to
that hc hath done, whcther it be good
or bad." 2 Corinthians 5:9-10

The fast-fUlfilling signs of the time
declare that the great day of the Lord is
right upon us. In that day shall it be
said of any of us, "This man was called
by God, but he would not hear, he
would nOt give heed. Again and again
the Spirit moved upon his heart, but he
said, 'Go thy way for this time; when I
have a more convenient season, I will
call for thee.' Acts 24:25. This man
saw the Saviour's sacrifice in a
ful light; but some maHer of minor
importance came in, and his heart was
captivated. When the Spirit spoke
again, the call was nOI respected. Every
gracious, heavenly in[Jucncc was dis-
missed." iii

Review and Hera/d, vol. 5, 23-24
(March 10, 1904)

Home-Schooling Seminar Ouachita I-fills Academy

Gwen Hawkins will be holding a home-schooling seminar
here at Hope International July 24-26, just before our camp
meeting. Those who have enjoyed her presentations in the past
will a{(est to the usefulness and value of what she has to offer.
There will be a large selection of home-school supplies and
publications, class materials, how-to guides. For anyone inter-
ested in this approach to education, these meetings will be well
worth the effort and time invested.

Two-day Colporteur and Natural Remedies Seminar

Monday, July 31, and Tuesday, August 1, are the dates for a
short training course in practical outreach skills. Monday the
focus will be on colporteur work with inexpensive Spirit of
Prophecy books, and TueSday will be spent examining the
evangelistic potential and real-life details of Hydrotherapy, Diet
and Cooking, Stop Smoking Courses, Treating Common Dis-
eases, and Weight Control. Plan to join us for this special course.

One of the most frequent inquiries we receive is from parents
asking advice about their children's schooling. There are a
number of quality schools in operation now, providing a tre-
mendously important service for the younger members of the
Lord's family. We very much appreciate every effort made to
carefully follow the Lord's counsels in this area.

Last August we reponed the opening of a new school in
Amity, Arkansas. After a successful year of operation, Ouachita
Hills Academy is moving forward to the new school term with
both staff and facilities enlarged.

If you or someone you know is looking for a school which
provides Christ-centered preparation for a life of service, quality
academic instruction, and thorough training in work skills-all
in a homelike atmosphere; if you have home-schooled children,
or children with allergies or special dietary needs, we suggest
you learn more about this school by writing or calling Harriet
Clark, Ouachita Hills Academy, P.O. Box 35, Amity, AR 71921,
(501)342-5267
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on day by day. There was no cessation.
The time came when there must be a
thorough cleansing of what had been
taking place throughout the year.

We should nOlice how comprehen-
sive this work of atonement was to be.

1. The efforts of this day included
not only the home-born Israelite but also
the sojourner who was among that
people. Leviticus 16:29

2. It is apparent that this day's serv-
ice was to involve a thorough cleansing
of the people: "to cleanse you, that ye
may be clean from all your sins before
the Lord." Leviticus 16:30

3. The services of Ihis day meant "an
alonement for the holy sanctuary ... an
atonement for the tabernacle of the con-
gregation, and for the altar, and ... an
atonement for the priests, and for all the
people of the congregation." Leviticus
16:33. When the day's ministry was

Jack Kendall serves as the director of tile
Truth for Today Bible correspollde1tce
school.

Sanctuary

Lessons

work therein: but ye shall offer an offer-
ing made by fire unto the LoRD." Leviti-
cus 23:23-25

The purpose of the Day of Atone-
ment was to provide for the closing of
the yearly ministry of the sanctuary. On
this day everything connected with the
sanctuary was to be made clean. The
reason given for the service on this day
is staled in Leviticus 16:16: "Because of
the uncleanness of the children of Israel,
and because of their transgressions in all
their sins: and so shall he do for the
tabernacle of the congregation, that re-
maincth among them in the midst of
their uncleanness."

"In the typical system, which was a
shadow of the sacrifice and priesthood
of Christ, the cleansing of the sancluary
was the last service performed by the
high priest in the yearly round of minis-
tration. It was the closing work of the
atonement-a removal or putting away
of sin from Israel." The Great Con-
troversy, 352

During the year the sins of the
people had been carried into the holy
place of the tabernacle. The blood repre-
senting the sins forgiven was sprinkled
against the veil before the Most Holy
Place. The sprinkling and application of
the blood in the sanctuary and upon the
instruments in the holy place made de-
filement; it represented the record of sin.
This work in the tabernacle was carried

FrOID the

Part 4

I N THE SIN offering presented duringthe year, a substitute had been ac-
cepted in the sinner's steadj but the
blood of the victim had not made full
atonement for the sin. It had only pro-
vided a means by which the sin was
transferred to the sanctuary. By offering
the blood, the sinner acknowledged the
authority of the law, confessed the guilt
of his transgression, and expressed faith
in Him who was to take away the sin of
the world; but he was not entirely re-
leased from the condemnation of the
law.
Sin is so heinous that even the record

of confessed sin contaminated the sanc-
tuary. Thus once a year the sanctuary
was symbolically cleansed in a unique
ceremony on the Day of Atonement. To
prepare the camp for such a significant
event, ten days before the Day ofAtone-
ment trumpets were sounded to an-
nounce its arrival. This preceding serv-
ice, observed on the first day of the
seventh month, was a holy convocation.
It was to be regarded as a sabbath. The
people were prohibited from performing
any secular work, and an offering was to
be presented 10 the Lord. the LoRD
spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto
the children of Israel, saying, In Ihe
seventh month, in the first day of the
monlh, shall ye have a sahbath, a
memorial of blowing of trumpets, an
holy convocation. Ye shall do no servile
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completed, the people and the camp of
Israel were wholly cleansed.

The Day ofAtonement was a type of
"judgment day:' and it was a most
solemn time for the people. They were
required to put aside all work, and by
fasting and soul searching to put away
all sin. on the tenth day of this
seventh month there shall be a day of
atonement: it shall be an holy convoca-
tion unto you; and ye shall afflict your
souls, and offer an offering made by fire
unto the LoRD. And ye shall do no work
in that same day: for it is a day of
atonement, to make an atonement for
you before the LoRD your God. For
whatsoever soul it be that shall not be
afflicted in that same day, he shall be cut
off from among his people. And what-
soever soul it be that deeth any work in
that same day, the same soul will I
destroy from among his people" Leviti-
cus 23:27-30. Any who did not partici-
pate in this preparatory work were to be
cut off from the congregation.

"While the priest was interceding
with God, every heart was to be bowed
in contrition, pleading for the pardon of
transgression." Signs of the Times, vol.
4,40 (June 28, 1899)
"Every man was to afflict his soul

while the work of atonement was going
forward. All business was laid aside, and
the whole congregation of Israel spent
the day in solemn humiliation before
God, with prayer, fasting, and deep
searching of hearl." Patriarchs and
Prophets, 355

On the Day of Atonement two goats
were chosen and lots were cast between
them. The one was chosen for the Lord
and the other for the Azazel, or the
scapegoat. There were no sins confessed
on the Lord's goat, which was then slain.
"Without the shedding of blood:' says
the apostle, "there is no remission ofsin."
"The life of the flesh is in the blood." The
priest was to then take the golden censer
lilled with fragrant incense, which would
lill the sanctuary with its sweet smelling
scent, and enter the Most Holy Place.
There he was to sprinkle the blood before
and on the mercy seat seven times. "Then
shall he kill the goat of the sin offering,
that is for the people, and bring his blood
within the veil, and do with that blood as
he did with the blood of the bullock, and
sprinkle it upon the mercy scat, and
before the mercy scat: and he shall make
an atonement for the holy place, because
of the uncleanness of the children of
Israel, and because of their transgressions

in all their sins: and so shall he do for the
tabernacle of the congregation, that re-
maineth among them in the midst of their
uncleanness.... And he shall sprinkle of
the blood upon it with his finger seven
times, and cleanse it, and hallow it from
the uncleanness of the children of Israel."
Leviticus 16:15-16, 19

In addition to the blood being
sprinkled inside the Most Holy Place,
the blood was also to be sprinkled on the
vessels of the sanctuary in the holy
place, to cleanse them from all defile-
ment. It removed all uncleanness from
everything connected with the sanctu-
ary, which had a part in the ministry for
sin during the entire year. Thus all record
of sin was removed from the sanctuary.

"The blood of the Son of God was
symbolized by the blood of the slain
victim, and God would have clear and
delinite ideas preserved between the
sacred and the common. Blood was
sacred, inasmuch as through the shed-
ding of the blood of the Son of God
alone could there be atonement for sin.
Blood was also used to cleanse the sanc-
tuary from the sins of the people, thus
typifying the blood of Christ which
alone can cleanse from sin." Sons and
Dau.ghters ofGod, 225

Paul tells us that the
earthly sanctuary was
a "figure" of the true

the priest was to bring his blood
within the veil and sprinkle it upon the
mercy scat and before the mercy scat."
The Great Controversy, 419

When this work in the sanctuary was
finished, the high priest came to the door
of the tabernacle, and called for the other
goat-the scapegoat. He then laid his
hands upon the head of this live goat,
and confessed upon it all the sins which
had been accumulating in the sanctuary
all through the year. All these sins being
transferred to the head of this animal, he,
instead of the priest, then bore them. He
was then led, alive, into the wilderness
by the hand of a proper man, there to
remain till his death. When this service
was completed, not only were the people

forgiven and their sins removed, but
even the record of them had been blotted
out. They were cleansed and purged of
all sin, and so was the sanctuary.

"Then. in his character of mediator,
he took the sins upon himself and bore
them from the sanctuary. Placing his
hands upon the head of the scapegoat, he
confessed over him all these sins, thus in
ligure transferring them from himself to
the goat. The goat then bore them away,
and they were regarded as forever sepa-
rated from the people." Ibid., 420
"Not until the goat had been thus

sent away did the people regard them-
selves as freed from the burden of their
sins." Patriarchs and Prophets. 355

After the high priest had placed the
sins of Israel upon the head of the
scapegoat, he left the robes worn while
officiating as high priest in the sanctuary
and put on other garments, and began a
work in the court. He had the bodies of
the animals whose blood had been car-
ried into the sanctuary taken without the
camp and burned. At the close of the
day, ashes were the only remnant of the
sin-offerings. See Leviticus 16:20-28

Several important points to be em-
phasized regarding the sanctuary and its
service:

1. When the directions were given
Moses for the building of the sanctuary,
he was repeatedly admonished that he
was to make it according to the pattern,
or model, that was shown him.

2. Paul tells us that the earthly sanc-
tuary was a "ligure" of the true, and that
alihough the earthly was cleansed with
the blood of animals, the heavenly with
better things.

3. Not only was the shedding of
blood necessary for the removal (for-
giveness) of sin, but equally necessary
was the application made by the priest.
A substitute had been accepted in the
sinner's stead; but the sin had not been
canceled by the blood of the victim; the
record remained.

4. Before God finished dealing with
the sin, not only was the sinner himself
cleansed of the sin, but the sanctuary
where the record had been was also
cleansed and the record removed.

5. All the sins of those who had
repented, and whose sins had been trans-
ferred to the sanctuary by the blood of
the sacrifice offered for them, were ulti-
mately transferred to the head of the
scapegoat, which was then led alive into
the wilderness, never to return to the
camp of Israel. !!!i
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Do not think that God will work a miracle to
save those weak souls who cherish evil, who
practice sin; or that some supernatural element
will be brought into their lives, lifting them out
of self into a higher sphere

Fanaticism
continued from IS

Pantheism and the New Age

Sisler L touched on another interest-
ing point in her leller. She says:

"During the second presentation the
second evangelist was pointing out the
fact that we are to be one with God. Fine.
Now if we are one with God and we are
deod, who are we? Absolutely nothing,
right? Then, using human reasoning, who
are we? Can you guess what conclusions
they wanted us to come to? At this point
they asked for testimonies to see if the
peeple in the room were catching on.
Through some convincing and correcting
of the testimonies, they started hearing
what they were after. The testimonies
started sounding like this: 'I am the Lord,'
'I am Christ,' 'I am God,' 'I am the
resurrection and the life.' ... When I was
gone, [my husband] told me he pointed
out the scripture in Genesis that talks
about Satan telling Eve, 'Ye shall be as
gods.' The evangelist said that Satan lied.
Satan said "as god." They already were
God! [This sounds like the was
God doctrine" of historic Mormonism.
J.R.] They could nOl get my husband or
me to give this sort of testimony.... This
is an element of pantheism.

"When they are talking with someone,
it is pressed on him to accept what they tell
him now and if he doesn't he is told it is
too late, his probation has closed, no hope,
and so forth. If this is not manipulation
and mind control, I do not know what is!
They term it 'Finishing the work.' These

are nOl Christ's methods. It is very cruel to
use these tactics on people.

"Now, we've got holy flesh, pan-
theism, and pressure tactics. This is not the
end of the error we saw this last Sabbath.
New Age techniques were also intro-
duced. New Age is also mixed in with the
pantheism. They use the powerofpositive
thinking. As I mentioned earlier, they
believe they can create by simply imagin-
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jng a thing, and it is so.. .. I believe there
may be hypnotism involved."

Kellogg taught a type of pantheism
in the early 1900s. The very roots of
these ideas go back to Eastern religions,
and have come to us in our day by the
title "New Age." During the Kellogg
apostasy the Spirit of Prophecy warned:

"We have reached a time when
things are to be called by their right
name. As we did in the earlier days, we
must arise, and, under the Spirit of God,
rebuke the work of deception. Some of
the sentiments now expressed arc the
alpha of some of the most fanatical ideas
[referring to the book The Living Temple
which Kellogg was promoting] that
could be presented. '!Caehings similar to
those we had to meet soon after 1844 are
being taught by some who occupy im-
portant positions in the work of God.

lOin New Hampshire, in Vermont, and
in other places we had to resist the
stealthy, deceptive work of fanaticism.
Presumptuous sins were committed, and
unholy lusts were freely indulged by
some, under the cloak of sanctification."
Selected Messages, book 2, 26

A Sad Delusion

It is surprising that such fanaticism
as this would get very far with peeple,
yet many are gelling involved.

It is fanatical groups, such as this
one, that have damaged those who are
trying to be balanced within the realm of
independent ministries. Those within the
church see this fanaticism and convince

themselves that no one outside of church
employ can or should be trusted. Satan is
successful in his schemes.

We have had reports similar to the
ones already described come to us from
many parts of the country. One sister
called and told us that a family in Cal-
ifornia was selling their home to give the
money to Life Suppons. A report came to
us just a few weeks ago that a farmer in

Canada was selling his farm to give the
money to this group. How can a person be
so blind? Only by mesmerism, coupled
with the frustrated desire to overcome in
the bailie with sin. The message sounds
good-too good. It has an appearance ofa
"quick-fix" answer to the sin problem we
are daily dealing with. But at the same
time these men are defrauding many.

In reality, we are in a spiritual warfare.
Although Life Supports offers some truth,
yet it is obvious that there are also many
errors. Christ does want to give US victory
over sin, but only through a constant
surrender of our will to Him. The bailie is
minute by minute. And the "closer you
come to Jesus, the more faulty you will
appear in your own eyes; for your vision
will be clearer, and your imperfections
will be seen in broad and distinct contrast
to His perfect nature." Steps to Christ, 64

"Do nOl think that God will work a
miracle to save those weak souls who
cherish evil, who practice sin; or that
some supernatural element will be
brought into their lives, lifting them out
of self into a higher sphere, where it will
be comparatively easy work, without
any special effort, any special fighting,
without any crucifixion of self; because
all who dally on Satan's ground for this
to be done will perish wi'h evil doers."
Testimonies to Ministers, 453
"No one of us will gain the victory

without persevering, untiring effort, pro-
portionate to the value of the object which
we seek, even eternal life." Ibid., 511

Even as we go into the time of trouble,
after the close of probation, we will be
searching our souls to see whcther cvery
sin is confessed. We will not be boasting
about our holiness, yet our lives will
reflect the beauty of Jesus. "While 'hey
[the saints] have a deep sense of their
unwonhiness, they have no concealed
wrongs to reveal." The Great Con-
troversy, 620. The alii tude of the sealed
oncs is still onc of unworthiness, one of
trusting in Christ as our Deliverer. And He
will deliver us, not only then but now,
from sin. The fruits of the Spirit will be
seen in those who are Christ's. They will
work as He worked, care as He cared.
They will nOl use pressure tactics and
mind control. There will be no egotism.

Let us come close to Christ. Let us nOl
be deceived by fanaticism, but be
sanctified by the truth in our very souls.
Let us be faithful in the lillie duties of
every day life. Let us lay aside sin through
Christ, because we see Him as one "alto-
gether lovely." I!il



Surely a document of such importance to so
many loyal members of God's church is
deserving of every safeguard available in
Inspiration

Testing, Testing ...
continued rrom 21

liabilily). It is imperative Ihat we take
steps to increase the proteel ion from
such potential loss.""

Special ministries, as a whole, take
vel)' seriously the warnings of troublous
limes ahead. With the denomination's
leadership giving serious attention to the
danger of 'jinheriting" the more than
two-billion-dollar debt of Adventist
Healih Systems, does it not seem rather
reckless for the relatively "pint-sized"
special ministries to take upon them-
selves a similar hazard?

BUI there is an even more compelling
reason for recognizing thai this guideline
is untenable as a requirement: the Lord
says it cannot be.

Many Adventists are unaware of the
unique relationship which Ellen White
had to the beginnings of "self-supporting
work," the special ministries of her day. In
all her long and productive life, she served
on only one Board of Directors-that of
Madison College, an organization lhat
stood independent from the conference
structure of the church. Many, many
things might be quoted from her pen in
this regard, but one will suffice:

"In the matter of the Madison school,
there has been a standing off from them
because they were not under the owner-
ship and control of some conference.
This is a question that should sometimes
be considered, but it is not the Lord's
plan that means should be withheld from
Madison because they arc not bound to
the conference. The attitude which some
of our brethren have assumed loward
this enterprise shows that it is nOt wise
for evel)' working agency to be under
the dictation of conference officers.
There are some enterprises under certain
conditions Ihat will produce better re-
sulis if standing alone.

"When my advice was asked in refer-
ence to the Madison school, I said, Re-
main as you arc. There is danger in
binding evel)' working agency under the
diclation of the conference. The Lord
did not design Ihat this should be. The
circumstances were such that the burden
bearers in the Madison school could not
bind up their work with the conference. I
knew their situation, and when many of
the leading men in OUf conferences ig-
nored them, because they did not place
their school under conference dictation, I
I Robert S. Folkcnberg, "Church structure-ser-
vant or mas[cr?" Millislry, June 1989,8

was shown that they would not be
helped by making themselves amenable
10 the conference. They had bellcr re-
main as led by God, amenable to Him, to
work out His plans. But this malter need
not be blazed abroad.""

Clearly, the requirement stipulated
by the conference is nOI one which can
be universally applied, for the Lord for-
bids it. Call il a guideline if you must;
but never consider it a valid lest of onc's
fitness to work for the Lord.

tn correspondence and conversation
with a number of conference officials, at
all levels of church organization, it has

been repeatedly requested that they
make available to the special ministries
Ihe results of any study made of these
guidelines in relalion to the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy, and especially those
portions of Ellen White's writings which
deal with "self-supporting" work. To
date, no response has been received in
reply to these requests.

This silence has occasioned great con-
cern aboulthe foundations on which these
guidelines are built. Surely adocumenl of
such importance to so many loyal mcm-
bers ofGod's church is deserving ofevery
safeguard available in Inspiration.

One of the remarkable character-
isties of Ihe Law of God is its unchang-
ing nature. This is the very basis of the
Sabbath trulh we hold so dear. In con-
trast, the laws of man arc far [rom
stable. The eleven guidelines have al-
ready fallen prey to this tendency to-
ward change. Early this year, the direc-
tor ofa solid, soul-winning Seventh-day
Advcntist special ministl)' in Kansas
was presenled with the demand that he
conform to the eleven guidelines or
expose himself 10 the probability of
having his ordination to Ihe Adventisl
ministry revoked and possibly losing
I Manuscripl Release 582, 4-5; lellcr to Elders
A.G. D:'Iniclis and 1.11. Evans, Septcmber 23,
t907

his church membership.' Despite Ihe
gravity of the situation (or possibly
because of it), we noted wilh amaze-
ment Ihat fully five of the cleven guide-
lines he was required to conform to had
been added to or altered from the origi-
nal version. This perceived necessity 10
change these guidelines to especially
meet every varying situation docs not
speak well for their value.

Those who have been callcd of Ihe
Lord to labor in special ministries wish it
were PJssible [or them to remain silent on
mallers of this nature. 11 is best if they not
be "blazcd abroad." But membership in

God's Rcmnant Church is somelhing to
be prized very highly, and when it is
compromised by the misguided actions of
men in responsible positions, special min-
istries have no compunction about begin-
ning the process of education required for
leadership, pastors, and laity 10 make
proper decisions.

The present is a time of momentous
import for both the chureh and the world.
Opportunities never before available lie
open before God's people. Surely the
work is grcat enough thai the prayer of
every one should be for "labourers for the
harvest." Our Lord Himself, when queried
about the "unauthorized" use ofHjs name,
said "Forbid him not: [or he that is not
against us is for us." Luke 9:50. Surely
this is the time to urge forward every form
of work in the interest of souls. The
Master General is calling, "Come into

Let us not now be found drawing
lines of our own Ihat would result in
holding anyone back. I!!I
I As a response to inquiries from church mcmbelS
concerning this situation, a small booklel, The
COSI ofRe\Tval and Reformalioll, bas been prc-
p.''ll'cd by the Special Ministries Associalion. This
is avai1:J.ble from either of the following:
Secrctary, Special Ministries Association, P.O.
Box 940, Eatonville, WA 98328. or Sleps 10 Life,
Inc. P.O. Box t7053, WichiL1, KS 67217. There i..
no charge for the booklel, but $1 10 assisl with
postage and handling would be apprcci.1tcd.

2 Testimonies, vol. 8, 41
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CampMeeting Is Coming
Last Call to Campers!

1989 Hope International CampMeeting
July 26-30

Elbe
First Meeting
Wednesday
7:30 P.M.

Tenino

• Chehalis
See page 27 for details.

If you can, please stay by an extra
two days for a compact course in
literature evangelism and
natural remedies, July
31-August 1.

Camp meeting speakers include John and
Marshall Grosboll, Colin Standish, Ty Gibson,
James Rafferty, Ron Spear, Vernon Sparks,
Kurt Unglaub, Dave Fiedler, and others.

Parents, come early for a three-day home
schooling seminar by Gwen
Hawkins, July 24-26.

Hope International
P.O. Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328
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