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T HERE is a day coming soon, a day
of vengeance, a year of recompense

for Zion, God's church in this final hour
of the great controversy.
"For it is the day of the Lord's

vengeance, and the year of rccompences
for the controversy of Zion." Isaiah 34:8
There will be a day when we will

have to face all our disobedience to the
direct commands that God has given
through His messenger, Ellen White, to
His remnant church in this final genera-
tion.

We have made void many of the
testimonies of the Spirit of God, as
predicted by the prophet, by our disre-
gard of the sacred counsels, and to disre·
gard is finally to reject. See Selected
Messages, book 1, 48; Testimonies, vol.
5,680
The results of our disregard and

disobedience are now becoming evi-
dent in the weakness of our hospital
systems and theit indebtedness. Our
publishing houses are in setious finan-
cial trouble. We have failed to scatter
the Spirit of Prophecy books and other
inspired material like the leaves of
autumn.
Our colporteur work is decteasing at

an alarming pace. We have only about
half the number of the active literature
evangelists that we had 10 years ago.

Our presses have taken in outside
work from questionable businesses. Let
us not forget the fues at Battle Creek.
The tecord of our disobedience is care-
fully recotded, and thete will soon be a
day of reckoning.

Consider these words from the
prophet Zephaniah: "And them that are
turned back from the LoRD; and those
that have not sought the LoRD, nor
enquired for him. Hold thy peace at the
presence of the Lord GOD: for the day of
the LoRD is at hand: fot the LoRD hath
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prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his
guests. And it shall come to pass in the
day of the Lord's sacrifice, that I will
purtish the princes, and the king's chil-
dren' and all such as are clothed with
sttange apparel." Zephaniah 1:6-8
"And it shall come to pass at that

time, that I will search Jerusalem with
candles, and purtish the men that are
settled on their lees: that say in their
heart, The LORD will not do good,
neither will he do evil. Therefore their
goods shall become a booty, and their
houses a desolation: they shall also build
houses, but not inhabit them; and they
shall plant vineyards, but not drink the
wine thereof. The great day of the LoRD
is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly,
even the voice of the day of the LoRD:
the mighty man shall cry there bitterly."
Zephaniah 1:12-14
Ellen White made these inspired

statements. "Man is not to permit God's
work to be carried on contrary to a plain
'Thus saith the Lord.' But it is becom-
ing more and more customary for men
to separate from God, thinking that it is
their privilege to go forward in their
own way and according to their own
ideas.
"The Lord will work to purify His

church. I tell you in truth, the Lord is
about to turn and overturn in the institu-
tions called by His name. Just how soon
this refining process will begin I cannot
say, but it will not be long deferred. He
whose fan is in His handwill cleanse His
temple of its moral defilement. He will
thoroughly purge His floor." The Pub-
lishing Ministry, 170

"In the visions of the night I saw a
sword of fire hung out over Battle
Creek.
"Brethren, God is in earnest with us.

I want to tell you that if after the warn·
ings given in these burnings the leaders
of our people go right on, just as they
have done in the past, exalting them-
selves, God will take the bodies next.
Just as surely as He lives, He will speak
to them in language that they cannot fail
to understand.

"God is watching us to see if we will
humble ourselves before Him as little
children. I speak these words now that
we may come to Him in humility and
conttition and find out what He requires
of us." Ibid. 171
The educational system that God

designed in the books Education, and
Fundamentals of Christian Education,
has in many ways not been followed,
and we now have schools, academies
and colleges and a seminary that ate not
ptesenting the same message as that of
the pioneers, the three angel'S mes-
sages, and the cleansing of the sanctu-
ary message. We now have ministers
who regard Ellen White as a nice little
old lady of the nineteenth century, but
not as a prophet of the Lord for the
remnant church in this final generation.
All this is a tragedy and has been
developing into the great apostasy
called the omega and now every wind
of doctrine is blowing through Advent-
ism. NLP Lab I and Lab II are becom-
ing the order of the day, and pastors,
leaders, and laity are being trained in
these seminars on how to control the
minds of their congregations. It is an
introduction to hypnotism. Celebration
churches are springing up like mush-
rooms across our nation and around the
world. Have we decided to be Seventh-
day Pentecostals?
Creeping compromise has almost

overcome us in this final hour of our
probation. Compromise is the devil's
most effective weapon against God's
people. It has worked very well
through the ages. It was responsible for
the apostasy in the church in Christ's
day. The prophet of the, Lord reveals
the cause of Christ's rejection in His
day.

"The law of God unmixed with
human tradition was presented by
Christ as the great standard of obe-
dience. This aroused the enmity of the
rabbis. They had set human teaching
above God's Word, and had turned the
people away from His precepts. They
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Again the question must be asked,
Wherein lies the promised blessing con-
nected with the prophetic books of the
Bible? 10 answer this question, we, as
God's people, need to turn to the Bible
and the Spirit of Prophecy.

According to Jesus, one of the fore-
most purposes of prophecy is to build
the faith of His people in Himself and in
the Word of God. In John 13:19 Jesus
says to His disciples, "Now 1 tell you
before it comc, that, when it is corne to
pass, ye may believe that I am he." And
again, as if in emphasis, Jesus repeats in
John 14:29, "And now I have told you
before it come to pass, that, when it is
come to pass, ye might believe." See
also Isaiah 48:4-{)
The beautiful unfolding of the

prophecies of Daniel and Revelation
under the historic interpretation of
prophecy, showing in advance a chain of
history from the times of Daniel and
John the Revelator to the second coming
of Jesus, helped confirm for me that the
Bible was God's holy Word. Especially
did Daniel 9, with its clear picture of the
first coming and crucifixion of the
Messiah, show me that Jesus, who ful-
filled to a lelter this prophecy, was truly
the Christ, the Messiah, so long awaited
by the Jews. As Jesus had promised, He
showed me these events before they
happened so that when they did happen,
I had faith. Fulfillment of prophecy
builds faith.

"The prophecies which the great I
AM has given in His word, uniting link
after link in the chain of events, from
eternity in the past to eternity in the
future, tell us where we arc today in the

I N 1970, Hal Lindsey introduced his
book, The Late Great Planet Earth, in

which he attempted to explain the books
of Daniel and Revelation by a method of
prophetic interpretation called futurism.
Immediately the book became a best
seller. It was full of speculative theories
regarding the application of the prophe-
cies, indicating that most of the prophe-
cies were to be applied to events taking
place in the last days of earth's history.
The book excited the people's imagina-
tions in somewhat the same way a mod-
ern fortune teller's predictions of com-
ing events intrigue the carnal mind.
People like to know the future. But often
these same people are bored with his-
tory.

Prophecy is very definitely a part of
the Bible. Seventeen prophetic books
appear in the Old Testament, including
the book of Daniel, and each of the
first three gospels includes one chapter
devoted to prophecy. And the New
Testament concludes with the prophet-
ic book of Revelation, which twice
promises a blessing for those who read
and keep those things wrilten therein.
(Revelation 1:3; 22:7). How, then,
should we relate as Christians to the
prophetic books and chapters of the
Bible? Wherein lies the promised
blessing?

"We are in continual danger of get-
ting above the simplicity of the gospel.
There is an intense desire on the part of

many to startle the world with some-
thing original, that shall lift the people
into a state of spiritual ecstasy, and
change the present order of experience.
There is certainly great need of a change
in the present order of experience; for
the sacredness of present truth is not
realized as it should be, but the change
we need is a change of heart, and can
only be obtained by seeking God in-
diVidually for His blessing, by pleading
with Him for His power, by fervently
praying that His grace may come upon
us, and that our characters may be trans-
formed." SelecIed Messages, book 1,
187
"Instead of living in expectation of

some special season of excitement, we
are wisely to improve present opportuni-
ties, doing that which must be done in
order that souls may be saved.... Satan
is ever ready to fill the mind with theo-
ries and calculations that will divert men
from the present truth, and disqualify
them for the giving of the third angel's
message to the world." Ibid., 181

"Do not allow anything to draw your
attention from the question, 'What shall
I do to inherit eternal life?' Luke 10:25.
This is a life and death question, which
we must each settle for eternity. Let the
mind be weighted with the importance
of the solemn truth which we possess.
Those who allow the mind to wander in
search of cheap, unimportant theories
need to be converted." Ibid., 171

Clark Floyd
4 Our Firm FOllfldmiofl September 1991



There have been one and another who in
studying their Bibles thought they discovered
great light, and new theories, but these have
not been correct

procession of thc ages and what may be
expected in the time to come. All that
prophecy has foretold as coming to pass,
until the present time, has been traced on
the pages of history, and we may be
assured that all which is yet to come will
be fulfilled in its order." Prophets and
Kings, 536

Under the futurist interpretation of
prophecy, no longer is there "link after
link in the chain of events." Prophecies
are applied or, in the case of already
fulfiUed prophecy, reapplied to the end
times, amid much speculation. Then
when the particular prophecy does not
happen as cxpectcd, it is interpreted
again. There is also a tendency to timc-
selling. People set dates, and then reset
them when the expected events do not
happen as predicted. The overall resull is
the opposite of that which Jesus had as
His purpose in prophecy-people lose
faith. Faith is undcrmincd.

"There have been one and another
who in studying their Bibles thought
they discovered great light, and new
theories, but these have nol been correct.
The Scripturc is all true, but by misap-
plying thc Scripture men arrivc at wrong
conclusions. We are engaged in a mighty
conflict, and it will become morc close
and determined, as we near the final
struggle. Wc have a sleepless adversary,
and he is constanlly at work upon human
minds that have not had a personal
cxperience in the teachings of the people
of God for the last fifty ycars. Some will
take the truth applicable 10 their time and
place it in the futurc. Evcnts in the train
of prophecy that had their fulfiUment
away in the past arc made future, and
thus by these theories the faith of some
is undermined." Selected Messages,
book 2,102

The historic method of interpreta-
tion of prophecy showing a train of
history from the time of Daniel the
prophet down to the Second Coming
was used by the Protestants involved in
the Reformation to identify thc Papacy
as the antichrist of the Bible, the lillIe
horn that fought against and martyred
the people of God. To counteract this
undcrstanding of prophecy and remove
this stigma from the Catholic Church,
other systems of prophetic intcrpreta-
tion were introduced into the stream of
history by Jesuits. Preterism and futur-
ism were the alternate forms of inter-
pretation introduced. Preterism looks
back to the first century and seeks to
interpret evcnts prophesied as all

having happencd in thc past. It infers
that prophecy was wrillen after the fact,
and therefore does not really teU the
future. "The first systematic presenta-
tion of the prctcrist viewpoint origi-
nated in the early seventeenth century
with Alcazar, a Jesuit friar .... The Re-
formers had identified Babylon with the
Roman Church, and had succeeded in
making the Revelation a powerful con-
troversial weapon in their favor. In
order to offsct this interpretation, Al-
cazar attempted to show that Revelation
had no application to the future, but that
its prophecy could be divided into
major sections ... which dealt respcc·
tively with the church's conflict against
Judaism and against paganism. Alcazar
thus cleverly nullified the allacks upon
the Roman Church which the Re-
formers had made so successfully by
using the language of Revelation." rhe
Sevelllh-day Advelllist Bible Swdellls'
Source Book, 777

This form of interpretation is used by
some modern Protestant theologians
who scek to do away with thc predictive
elements of prophecy. Preterism very
definitely undermines the faith spokcn
of by Jesus. If preterism were correct
then Jesus' words in John would need to
be changed to "I tell you these things
aftcr they happen because 1 rcally don't
know before they happen." Of coursc
such is not the casco

Futurism, on the other hand, places
the major portion of predictive prophecy
in the Cuture, at the end of time, around
and after Christ's coming. It places it, by
those who recognize that we are now
living in the cnd of time, as happening
now, in our day.

"The first scholar in relatively mod-
ern times who returned to the patristic
futuristic interpretation was a Spanish
Jesuit named Ribera. In 1590, Ribera
published a commentary on the Revela-
tion as a counter-interpretation to the
prevailing view among Protestants

which identified the Papacy with the
antichrist. Ribera applied all of Revela-
tion but the earliest chapters to the end
time rather than to the history of the
Church." The Sevemh-day Adventist
Bible SllIdems ' Source Book, 774

Protestants, often not realiZing
from whence came this school of inter·
pretation, have picked it up and carried
it forward to modern times, leaving
behind their forefathers' historic
school of interpretation and thus free-
ing the Catholic system from its con-
nection with the antichrist. Hal Lind-
sey and dispensational ism have arisen
through this futuristic school of inter-
pretation.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church
is one of the few churches that have held
to the beautiful line of interpretation,
called historicism, cherished by our
forefathers in the Protestant Reforma-
tion. However, now we have arising in
our church those who are aucmpting to
combine historicism with futurism.

The Bible does give us other rea-
sons for the provision of predictive
prophecy than that of building faith. In
Amos 3:7 we are told by the prophet,
"Surely the Lord God will do nothing,
but he revealeth his secret unto his
servants thc prophets." Proverbs 29:18
states, "Where there is no vision, the
people perish." God does want His
people to bc aware of the times in

which they live so that they can prop-
erly relatc to Him and to the message
of outreach that needs to go forth in
each day and age for the salvation of
souls. uYet he scnt prophets to them, to
bring them again unto the Lord." 2
Chronicles 24:19. But He does not seek
to excite curiosity or to take minds
from the outreach for the time-the
investigative judgment and the thrce
angels' messages, which 3TC thc ever-
lasting gospel.

"Jesus did not come to astonish men
with some great announcement of some
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The characteristics of history are repeated, and
if we are familiar with them, we will better be
able to understand and cope with them when
they recur in our own time

special lime when some greal evenl
would occur, but He came 10 instrucl
and save the lost. He did not come 10
arouse and gratify curiosity; for He
knew thaI this would but increase the
appetite for Ihe curious and Ihe mar-
velous. It was his aim 10 impart knowl-
edge whereby men might increase in
spiritual strength, and advance in the
way of obedience and true holiness. He
gave only such inslruclion as could be
appropriated to the needs of their daily
life, only such lruth as could be given 10
others for the same appropriation. He
did not make new revelations to men,
bul opened 10 their understanding truths
that had long been obscured or mis-
placed through the false leachings of Ihe
priests and teachers." Review and Her-
ald, vol. 2, 553

Some of the people who seek to
combine futurism with historicism try to
justify whal Ihey are doing through
quoting from Ihe Spiril of Prophecy.
They quote portions from Testimonies to
Ministers, the section entitled, "The
Study of Ihe Books of Daniel and the
Revelation," which begins on page 112.
Please read lhis entire seclion. On page
116, we are lold, "Past history will be
repeated; old controversies will arouse
to new life.... Study Revelation in con-
nection with Daniel, for history will be
repeated." Many have interpreted Ihese
statements, in the selling of olher state-
ments telling us how important il is to
read and understand the books ofDaniel
and Revelalion, to mean thaI prophecy
will be repeated. They are therefore
reapplying 10 the last days many of the
prophecies that have a1teady had their
fulfillment in history. They are interpret-
ing Ellen White's statements concerning
Ihe repealing of history to mean proph-
ecy will be repeated. They use much
speculation in Ihis reapplication of
prophecy.

Ellen White points out how hislory
will be repeated: "The work of God in
Ihe earth presents, from age to age, a
striking similarity in every greal refor-
mation or religious movement. The prin-
ciples of God's dealing with men are
ever the same. The importanl move-
ments of the present have Iheir parallels
in those of Ihe past, and the experience
of the church in former ages has lessons
of great value for our own time." The
Great COlllroversy, 343

And again in Review alld Herald,
vol. 3, 458, "In mercy God repeats His
past dealings. He has given us a record
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ofHis dealings in the past. This we need
to study carefully; for history is repeat-
ing itself."
The Bible tells us in so many ways that

history will be repeated. '''The thing that
hath been, it is that which shall be; and that
which is done is that which shall be done:
and there is no new thing under the sun."
Ecclesiastes 1:9. And again, '''That which
hath been is now; and Ihat which is 10 be
hath already been; and God requireth thaI
which is past." 3:15

Jesus said, ''Bul as Ihe days of Noc
were, so shall also the coming of the Son
of man be." Mallhew 24:37. He also
stated, uRemember Lot's wife." Luke
17:32. And Paul in 1Corinthians 10:6 tells
us that Ihe history of Israel in their desert
wanderings was for "ow examples." The
characteristics of history arc repeated, and
ifwe are familiar with them, wewill better

be able to understand and cope with Ihem
when they recur in our own time. When
we see how others stood, or didn'l stand,
we can be strengthened in our own stand
for God.

In the books of Esther and Daniel,
for instance, we know of death decrees
proclaimed against the people of God.
By Revelation 13:15 we know of
another death decree 10 be proclaimed
against Ihe people of God who refuse
the mark of the beast. Looking at our
historic examples (see COLlllsels to
Writers alld Editors, 214) we can beller
understand the book of Revelation in
regard to Ihe characteristics of the fu-
ture death decree, and OUf faith can be
enhanced as we note God's walchcare
in the past. We can know that no matter
what happens, God is in control.

Please note some of the statements
that Sister White makes in the section
from Testimonies to Ministers, 112:
"Read Ihe book of Daniel. Call up
point by point, the history of Ihe king-
doms there represented. Behold states-
men, councilS, powerful armies, and
see how God wrought to abase the

pride of men and lay human glory in
the dust."

On page 114, she writes, "When the
books of Daniel and Revelation are bet-
ter understood, believers will have an
entirely different religious experience.
They will be given such glimpses of the
open gales of heaven that heart and mind
will be impressed with the character thaI
all must develop in order to realize the
blessedness which is to be Ihe reward of
the pure in heart.

"The Lord will bless all who seck
humbly and meekly to understand that
which is revealed in the Revelation. This
book contains so much that is large with
immortality and full of glory that all who
read and search it earnestly receive the
blessing to those 'that hear the words of
this prophecy, and keep those things
which are written therein.'

"One Ihing will certainly be under-
stood from the study of Revelation-that
Ihe conneclion belween God and His
people is close and decided."

[n other places Sister White men·
tions purification of God's people, the
three angels' messages, the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus, the
wicked characler of those noted for the
persecution of God's people, the man of
sin and the attempted changing of
God's law, and most important, stand-
ing still and seeing the salvation of God
as Jesus is uplifted as the source of all
hope.

The emphasis in regard to the better
understanding of Ihe books of Daniel
and Revelation always has for its bottom
line character development in our rela-
tionship to Jesus, nol the arousal of
excitement and curiosity.
The characteristics of history will be

repeated. For instance, many charac-
teristics of the plagues of Egypt will be
repeated in the seven last plagues. Our
faith and confidence will increase as we
see more links added to the beautiful
chain of historical interpretation of
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prophecy. As the future becomes pre-
sent we will see how God told us of
these events before they happened so
that our faith could be strengthened as
we see them happening. We will also be
aware of the general characteristics of
events about to happen so that we can
be better prepared for them when they
take place.
"It is true that there are prophecies

yet to be fulfilled. But very erroneous
work has been done again and again, and
will continue to be done by those who
seek to find new light in the prophecies,
and begin by turning away from the light
that God has already given.... The
Lord does not lay upon those who have
not had an experience in His work, the
bwden of making a new exposition of
those prophecies which He has, by His
Holy Spirit, moved upon His chosen
servants to explain." SelectedMessages,
book 2,111-112
"At this time we need in the cause of

God spiritual-minded men, men who
are firm in principle, and who have a
clear understanding of the truth. I have
been instructed that it is not new and
fanciful doctrines nor human supposi-
tions which the people need, but the
testimony of men who know and prac-
tice the truth.... God has not laid upon
anyone the burden of encowaging an
appetite for speculative doctrines and
theories. Keep !hese things out of your
teaChings.... The enemy is seeking to
divert the minds of our brethren and
sisters from the work of preparing a
people to stand in these last days....
Let none seek to tear away the founda-
tions of our faith-the foundations that
were laid at the beginning of ow work,
by prayerful study of the Word and by
revelation." Gospel Workers, 305-307
Brothers and sisters, may the Lord

guide you as you seek to come into a
closer relationship with Him through
Bible study and prayer and the transfor-
mation of character that follows. Beware
of speculative theories in regard to
prophecy. Check and see whether an
overcoming message !hat is preparing a
people to stand in these last days is the
underlying purpose for any message
preached. Is Jesus at the center? May
God give us spiritual discernment so that
as we prove all things we can know that
which is good, and have a love for the
truth, that we may not believe a lie.
Let us pray for one another, and

encowage one another to be faithful
until the day of Jesus Christ. 0

I want you to please let Pastor Ron
Thompson know how valuable the arti-
cles on the Celebration problem are. We
all need to see the creeping sin of it and
be ready to fight it off. 10 have it spelled
out for us is such help to our awareness.
Many Thanks.
-Jp, Michigan

I praise God for the working of His
Spirit. I was at the camp meeting in
Calistoga and have been revived ever
since. Praise God!

I have been a Seventh-day Adventist
for a little over a year. I see that we are in
a deep sleep and not aware of our spir-
itual condition. I want to do God's will
and support His work. When I was at
your meetings I felt at one with the
message. I have chosen to serve God
with all my heart, soul, and strength,
piUS my resources.

I praise God that He wants us to
serve Him willingly. My life before was
one of drudgery-l served God out of
fear. I thank Jesus for deliverance.
May God bless your work in the

Lord, knowing that it is not in vain.
-JG, California

I recently began receiving a sub-
scription to Our Firm Fmmdarion. I
really appreciate and cherish the words
and topics you so apUy present. The
issue on marriage was sent from God to
me via your organization. Thank you
very much for those wise words of
counsel.

May God continue to bless this min-
istry, and may He keep yow voices loud
about !he urgency of the hour.
-N, Michigan

When I got back from camp meeting
I had received a tape of some of the
December 1990 articles of Our Firm
Foundatioll. Almost four years ago I
had surgery for a benign tumor in the
front of the brain. God was with the
surgeons, and I am doing very well,
except that doctors have told me that
reading is not good for my health. How-
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ever, God has shown that He is watch-
ing over me by providing many camp
meeting tapes, in addition to tapes of
Steps to Christ and the Bible. What a
long way to say "Yes," I would like to
receive the monthly Our Firm Founda·
tion audio tapes.
-HK, Pennsylvania

We just wanted to tell you how much
we enjoyed and appreciated !he camp
meeting at Calistoga, California. My
only regret is that we couldn't corne to
Eatonville for !he camp meeting like we
did last year.

We are appreciating the Firm FoulI-
dation magazine morc and morc. The
messages found there (and at camp
meeting) we just don't hear anywhere
else.

We were much saddened the other
day to hear of the death of the Marshall
Grosboll family. I am so thankful that
we have the hope of the reswreetion and
an eternity to share. My prayer is that
God will raise up others to carry on his
work. Please know that our prayers are
with you and your ministry there at
Eatonville.
-GT, California

Please note pages 18 alld 19 which
are dedicated to PastorGrosboll alld his
fami/y.-EDITORS

I would like to tell you how much
your ministry has meant to me. Some-
times I feel so alone in what I believe,
but when I get your magazine I know
that our old beliefs are still right.
-BB, Arizona

I certainly praise God for yow min-
istry-the many fine books and truth-
filled cassettes. You are in my prayers.
Yow ministry has certainly helped me to
spend more time praying and studying
my Bible and Spirit of Prophecy books.
My objective is more now than ever
before to be a demonstration of His
character.
-ID,Ohio
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Par/One

Elijah Smith is a pen name for a retired
Seventh.dayAdventistprofessor.

The Baby-Boomer Religious Revival

As I was coming home from some
literature-evangelist meetings in Alberta
last December, 1 observed at an airport
thaI Newsweek for December 17 was
featuring an article on one more baby-

eternity. His top-priority goal is still to
produce wonderful people possessing
His own wonderful character. He "is
waiting with longing desire for the
manifestation ofHimselfin His church."
Chrisr's Object Lessons, 69. Halies sup-
plied. With so splendid-and by His
grace so achievable-a goal in view,
anything less is second-ratc, even sor-
did, by comparison.

"God would be better pleased to
have six truly converted to the truth as a
result of their [the ministers') labors,
than to have sixty make a nominal pro-
fession, and yCI nol be thoroughly con-
verted." Evangelism, 320

My burden is the great need that I
feel for moral leadership throughout our
world church, especially in view of the
accommodating, market-oriented baby-
boomer phenomenon in our ranks today.

GOD would be better pleased to
have six truly converted to the

truth as a result of their [the ministers')
labors, than to have sixty make a nomi-
nal profession, and yet not be
thoroughly converted." Evangelism, 320

EUen G. White's point is that when a
certain amount ofministerial labor could
prepare six people for eternity, it is a
tragedy to wasle that effort in misdirect-
ing sixty people in such a way that not
one of them gets to heaven. God wants
people to come to heaven, not simply
come to church.

In giving us this "testimony of Jesus"
in 1879, EUen G. White was reflecting
some astonishing words recorded in
Luke 14:25-28:

"Now great multitudes accompanied
him; and he turned and said to them, If
anyone comes to me and does nol hatc
his own father and molher and wife and
children and brothers and sisters, yes,
and even his own lifc, he cannot be my
disciple. Whoevcr does not bear his own
cross and come after mc, cannot be my
disciple. For which of you, desiring to
build a tower, does not fust sit down and
count the cost?" RSV
This saying is hard. Providentially,

in Matthew 10:37 (RSV) Jesus made
plain that by hating our rclatives He

mcant that wc should bc prcparcd to
place our loyalty to Him abovc our
loyalty to any of them, if-as was quite
likcly-our relatives chose to fight His
message. After clarifying this point Hc
added in the subsequent versc,
"He who does not take his cross and

foltow me is not worthy of mc. He who
finds his lifc will lose it, and hc who
loscs his lifc for my sake will find it."

It is almost unbelicvable-but since
it is in the Bible, it is bclievable-that
Jcsus, who empticd heavcn to save thc
human race, bccame deeply concerned
as soon as He saw large numbers of
people thronging afler Him. The very
morning after reaching the peak of His
popularity (when He fed the 5000), He
drove mOSI of His followers per-
manently away from Him by tetling
thcm solcmnly that if they really wanted
life they should eat His flesh (see John
6). And on the occasion in Lukc 14 just
mentioned, His reaction to secing a large
crowd gathcring around Him was to
tell the people that being His disciples
could cost them their families and even
their lives.

Jesus obviously didn't uttcr these
testing truths to drive pcoplc away. He
knew they had to know them if thcy
were ever to qualify for entrance into--------1 Elijah Smith1--------
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The fact that some Seventh-day Adventist
Church services are dull does not need to
imply that Celebration is our only option for
improvement

boomer phenomenon, this time the cur-
rent baby-boomer revival of interest in
religion. I picked up a copy and read that
"at one time or another, TOughly two
thirds of baby boomers dropped out of
organized religion. But in recent years,
more than one third of the dropouts have
returned,"

The article continued, "UnUke ear-
lier religious revivals, the aim this time
(aside from born-again traditionalists of
all faiths) is support not salvation, help
rather than holiness, a circle ofspiritual
equals rather than an authoritative
church or guide. A group affirmation of
self is at the top of the agenda, which is
why some of the least demanding
churches are now in greatest demand"
[emphasis here and from here on is
mine].

You probably noticed that our own
Signs of the Times for November 1990
(p.?) quoted from an article by Cindy
Lafavre Yorks in USA Weekend that said,

"To allract churchgoers today,
you've got to please the consumer. That
means high-tech entertainment. Day
Care. Self-help groups. No pleas for
money. No Bible thumping. Happy con-
sumers from California to Maryland are
eating up 'fast-food religion.' "

If you read Time, you may recall some
alarmingly related comments by back-
page essayists. In the February 5, 1990,
issue, Charles Krauthammer wrote that
when a standardized math test was given
to 13-year-olds in six countries in 1989,
Kotean children did the best and American
children did the worst. "Now for the
[really1bad news," he went on. When
asked in the same test whether they felt
they were good at mathematics, the Amer-
ican children overwhelmingly answered
Yes. Krauthammer commented:

"American students may not know
their math, but they have evidently ab-
sorbed the lessons of the newly fashion-
able self-esteem curriculum wherein kids
are taught to feel good about themselves."

In the November 12, 1990, issue of
Time, Lance Morrow discussed various
addictions current on the American
scene and observed that "the American
addictions have this in common: a hope
of painlessness."

Morrow moralized at the end of his
essay that the successes Americans en-
joyed in the past were not built on
painlessness but on "hard work and
sacrifice."

Krauthammer ended his column on
math scores with the common-sense ob-

servation that "the pursuit of good feel-
ing in education is a dead-end. The way
to true self-esteem is through real
achievement and real learning. "

As God's messenger to the remnant
has informed us, "God would be better
pleased to have six truly converted to
the truth as a result of their [the minis-
ters'] labors, than to have sixty make a
nominal profession, and yet not be
thoroughly converted."Evangelislll, 320

About Celebration Churches

There is considerable excitement in
the North American Division about the
so-called Celebration churches. There
have been letters in the Review taking
strong positions, and various people
have expressed their cwiosity and con-
cern to me. I have been curious and
concerned myself. I have attempted a
preliminary investigation on my own
behalf, and it may be that you will be
intersted in what I have found so far.

I have discovered that the term
"celebration-style"-has come to have
many levels of meaning. Some pastors
use it for church services modified little
more than by the addition of some hymn
singing during the announcement pe-
riod. But there definitely are more ex-
treme definitions of the term.

I have also discovered that the vivid
video shown in Indianapolis last sum-

mer apparently did not tell the whole
truth. I haven't seen the video, but from
what I have been told by people who
have seen and believed it, I think it
overstresses certain aspects. One result
of this imbalance is that when people
find out that the Celebration movement
isn't as bad as this video claims; they
aren't sure the movement is harmful at
all.

In previous years I have taught my
students to effect some changes in our
typical worship services. I have pointed
out (in harmony with 1 Corinthians

14:15) that we should sing hymns "with
the spirit as well as with the under-
standing." I have also wged my stu-
dents, when they become pastors, to
spend more time teaching members how
to work for souls and less time preaching
ordinary sermons. And I have counseled
them to allow plenty of time on Sabbath
mornings for the members to report on
what God has done through them during
the week. In doing so I have attempted to
follow the Spirit of Prophecy closely,
citing, for example, Testimonies, vol. 7,
19, published in 1902:
"The greatest help that can be given

ow people is to teach them to work for
God, and to depend on Him, not on the
ministers.... The church members are
not to expect a sermon every Sab-
bath. . . . Let church members, dwing
the week, act their part faithfully, and on
the Sabbath relate their experience. The
meeting will then be as meat in due
season, bringing to all present new life
and fresh vigor."

The fact that some Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Chwch services are dull does not
need to imply that Celebration is our
only option for improvement. Emphati-
cally there is a third way, based on the
Spirit of Prophecy.

Last fall my wife and I and our son
attended a big nondenominational Cele-
bration-type chwch. Early in February I
also attended one of the more famous

Celebration-type Adventist Churches, in
view of its being held up as a model for
other Adventist Chwches to copy.

Regretfully, I have to say that the
two seemed to have more in common
than I liked. The Adventist Church, like
the Charismatic Chwch, seemed like
one more accommodation to market-
oriented baby-boomer longings. Every
attempt to please the customer. High-
tech entertainment. Self-help groups. No
pleas for money (while I was there,
anyway; but see below). Helping people
feel good about themselves.
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It seems inadmissible to me thatGod could have
inspired Ellen G. White to write her testimonies against
big congregations and lavish churches and at the same
time have personally summoned the celebration pastor
to build his glassed-in amphitheater for 5000 people

I asked the Adventist Church for
tapes so that I could get a fairer grasp of
the message being presented, for [ had
been told that though the services may
be questionable, the preaching is really
good.

I found that the sermons on the tapes,
like the service I attended, are typically
thirty minutes or more in length, and are
quite capably ad libbed. They cite the
Bible more or less and the writings of
Ellen G. White occasionally. They are
emotional to a degree (in my jUdgment),
and though commendably grammatical,
make considerable use of slang. Their
overall content is tailored to the baby-
boomer tastes alluded to in the News-
week and USA Weekelld articles.

On the tapes I heard the pastor begin
one of his messages by telling the people
about an elderly couple in the Middle
West Who, when he was leaving their
area for the West, warned him that they
don't believe the old truths out there any
more. The way the pastor recounted the
incident elicited a warm chuckle from
the congregation. Then the pastor told
another story. At a recent conference
constituency meeting, the local preSi-
dent warned everyone what would hap-
pen if the people at the Seminary didn't
stop disparaging his Conference in
general and this Celebration church in
particular. This comment also elicited
another laugh. Thus prepared, the pastor
taught that Jesus saves us by grace
alolle. We have already been accepted
and forgiven; all that we need do to be
saved is to accept God's acceptance.

Two weeks later the pastor continued
the theme of grace alone. If you were
raised in a typical Adventist family, he
said, you were taught that your parents'
rules were important. When you left
home, you were ostensibly free and your
lifestyle might well change-but the old
tape with its old "garbage" still played
on in your mind. "Garbage" was his
word for parental rules and regulations.
He continued: When the prodigal son
came home, did the father send someone
out to meet him with the "26" in his
hand? (By the 26 he meant the 27 Fun-
damentals.) The question netted another
hearty laugh.

At the end of this second full-length
sermon on grace and acceptance, came a
few quick sentences on repentance,
yielding the impression they were added
for the record. Being forgiven doesn't
save you; you do have to accept forgive-
ness. And, oh, yes, it's "healthy," even
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necessary, to say you're sorry and "go
through the repentance process." But
repenting and asking do not make any
difference. The main thing is to thank
God for forgiveness.

Any pastor under the strain of
weekly preaching can make unguarded
statements from time to time. But in the
November sermons, Adventism was
treated with repeated derogation.
The December sermons centered on

the pastor's appeal for his "dream" Cele-
bration Center. His dream envisaged an
amphitheater seating 5000 Celebration
worshipers, its walls and roof made of
glass, its platform backed by a running
waterfall and landscaped like a tropical
garden. Parallels with Robert Schuller's

glass cathedral were not mentioned. Ac-
companying the glassed-in tropical am-
phitheater would be an elaborate youth
center, a separate visitor center, and a
prayer chapel built in view of a busy
freeway on the highest elevation of the
proposed property. The proposed prop-
erty was 300 costly acres (nearly a half
square mile) near Riverside and San
Bernardino, all to be landscaped with
trees ("I love trees") and lawns provid-
ing picnic areas and a Sabbath atmos-
phere. To help achieve this dream, two
professional fund-raisers had been at
work among the congregation for three
or four months.

In making his December appeals, the
pastor assured his congregation with
considerable feeling that God had called
him to the ministry. God had called him
to lead out in a form ofworship different
from that of other Adventists, and God
had entrusted him with an unusual abil-
ity to dream big dreams, especially to
dream a certain big dream. And in the
process of making the big dream come
true, the Holy Spirit had recently worked
in a most remarkable manner on real-
estate people and attorneys.

The cost of the dream seemed less
clear than the pastor's calling to con-

struct it. Sometimes he spoke of
$3,000,000, sometimes of $1,000,000.
At one point, he announced that a person
who had objected to the expenditure of
$1,000,000 on a Celebration Center that
God wanted built was comparable to
Judas.

In April I phoned the church office
to ask how the dream was coming
along. A pleasant young secretary
couldn't remember at the moment
thing about a $1,000,000 goal, but did
say that the 300 acres were priced at
$IO,OOO,OOO-and were not yet availa-
ble. In any case, response to the pastor's
financial appeal, though good, had not
come close to what was needed.
Nevertheless, she concluded by telling

me that they were having a great time
enjoying God.

It seems inadmissible to me that God
could have inspired Ellen G. White to
write her testimonies against big congre-
gations and lavish churches and at the
same time have personally summoned
the Celebration pastor to build his
glassed-in amphitheater for 5000 people
on 300 expensive California acres. And
if the pastor is lamentably self-deceived
on this subject, the likelihood is en-
hanced that he is lamentably self-
deceived in his style of worship also.
Testimonies, vol. 5, 238 (1882) is all too
appropriate:

"There have of late arisen among us
men who profess to be the servants of
Christ, but whose work is opposed to
that unity which our Lord established in
the church. They have original plans and
methods of labor. They desire to intro-
duce changes into the church to suit their
ideas of progress, and imagine that
grand results are thus to be secured.
These men need to be learners rather
than teachers in the school of Christ.
They are ever restless, aspiring to ac-
complish some great work, to do some-
thing that will bring honor to them-
selves."



Should not responsible moral leadership
confront our brother with a serious challenge to
his self-confidence and help him see that he is
not so much called of God as sadly deceived?

Should not responsible moral leader-
ship confront our brother with a serious
challenge to his self-confidence and help
him see that he is not so much called of
God as sadly deceived?

"Creative Sabbath MorningAltematives"

Some months before attending either
of the Celebration churches (non-Advent-
ist and Adventist) to which I have referred,
I participated in a ministers' relreat for one
of our Western Conferences. We were all
handed a document called "Creative Sab-
bathMomingAlternatives," distributed by
one of the Union Conference departmental
men. It was accompanied by an elaborate
analysis of a carefully worded question-
naire circulated a short time before in
certain Adventist Sabbath schools.

The document itself was eight and
one-half pages long, single-spaced. I
searched it then and later, but found noth-
ing at all about renewing the distinctive
message of Seventh-day Adventism, or
preaching the prophecies, or encouraging
deep Bible study. Nothing about calls for
repentance. Instead I found a typical
"church-growth" paper based on market
research, that is, on fmding out what
people want and trying to provide it. Itwas
another example of baby-boomer revival-
ism.

The document offered several lists of
"creative Sabbath morning alterna-
tives." One of the lists was titled "Prin-
ciples to Prevent Boring Church Serv-
ices." The seventh principle was

"7. Praise, thanksgiving, cheerful-
ness, pleasure, delight."

Another list of creative alternatives
offered twelve suggestions under the
heading, "Celebration Church." Number
9 in this list was

"9. Whole person encouraged to wor-
ship with body, mind, and spirit. This is
expressed by raising hands, standing,
kneeling, singing, clapping, reciting scrip-
ture, praying I et cetera,"

A list of several "Key Attitudes Con-
tributing to Successful Worship Serv-
ices" ended with this key observation:
"What people wear to church is not

an issue in many of the fellowship and
Celebration-oriented churches."

I could have assumed that this item
about what people wear had reference to
what visitors and troubled youth might
wear, had it not been that the Union
Conference representative who pre-
sented the paper made a big point of the
item. In a coy but appealing manner, he
recommended in no uncertain terms that
we actually encourage our women to
come to church "with all their jewelry
on"-so as to keep visitors from feeling
out of place.

Evaluation of Celebration Churches:
Some Questions to Ponder

It is time to ask some evaluative
questions. Let us start-not because it is
the most important item, but because it
was just mentioned-with what to wear.

I. Is what people wear to church a
maller for indifferencc and accommoda-
tion? For some baby-boomers, evidently
it is, based on "market research." But
historically Seventh-day Adventists
have expected one another to get their
guidance by going "to the law and to the

testimony" (Isaiah 8:20). Says Tesrima-
nies, vol. 6,355:
"Many need instrudion as to how

they should appear in the assembly for
worship on the Sabbath. They are not to
enter the presence of God in the com-
mon clothing worn during the week. All
should have a special Sabbath suit, to be
worn when attending service in God's
house. While we shauld nat canform ta
worldly fashians, we are not to be in-
different in regard to our outward ap-
pearance. We are to be neat and trim,
though without adorllmellt,"

(Elsewhere, incidentally-as in The
Health Refarmer, February I, 1872,

p. 6-Ellen G. White encouraged
church members to sacrifice in order to
help poorer members secure appropriate
Sabbath clothing.)

We recall that at the burning bush
God offered specific instiructions in re-
spect to Moses' clothing, requiring him
to take off his shoes. God gave specific
instructions as to the robing of the Old
'lestament priests. And in 1 Corinthians
10, He told us that women in particular
are to dress modestly. In heaven, the
angels uveil their faces" in God's pre-
sence (See Isaiah 6; Thaughts From The
MaWl/ afBlessing,106).

The precise application of this in-
spired information is doubtless suscep-
tible of some adaptation to prevailing
culture. (For example, God required
Moses but not the priests to go barefoot),
but it reveals lhat God does not look at
Sabbath clothing the way some of our
Celebration people do. According to the
Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy, He
does care about what we wear for public
worship.

2. Is it true that young people today
will not sing the old songs?

The baby-boomers' revival favors
contemporary songs accompanied (as
at the Adventist Celebration Church)
by powerful synthesizers, bass guitars,
and electronic drums. They say that
young people will not sing the old
songs.

Young people do love to sing "Silent
Night." In fact, as we all know, "Silent
Night" is one of the most popular re-
ligious songs ever writlen. Yet it was
composed in 1818, 173 years ago. Per-
haps the most popular hymn today is
"Amazing Grace," written in 1779, 212
years ago.
The fact is that people young and old

like to sing songs that are easy for them
or that they know well, no matter how
old the songs are. If our baby boomers
refuse to sing genuine hymns, some part
of the reason may be that our Sabbath-
school, junior-camp, and classroom
leaders didn't teach them the great
hymns when they were small. By con-
trast, at the church I attend, our elemen-
tary school children once sang "Joyful,
Joyful We Adore Thee" to the tune of
Beethoven's Ninth Symphony (No. 12
in our current hymnal) by memory and
with evident relish.

My brother reports that one of his
junior choirs loved most to sing, "The
King of Love My Shepherd Is," a "gold-
en oldie" for sure.
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Most impressive to me is the fact that Amen is
the response of choice among those beings
privileged to worship God face to face

And children love Jim Nix's book of
early Advent hymns, published under
the leadership of Fred Stephan.
The truth is that Adventist young

people will sing any hymn they are
lovingly and meaningfully taught to
sing. Then-while no one would insist
on singing only hymns in the hymn-
book-why not teach them moslly
hymns that have passed the test of time
and then unite them with other Adventist
congregations? (The current Adventist
hymnal has a special three-column index
to songs that young people are known to
enjoy.)

The basic claim of some articulate
baby boomers that they represent the
youth of the church and speak for the
youth of the church is a mistake that
ought not to go unchallenged. Our baby
boomers were indeed young once, but
that was some years ago. Today many of
them are middle-aged professionals--
men and women who, I believe, ought to
be growing up and sensing new reo
sponsibilities (as, of course, many are).
By contrast, since I began looking into
the Celebration-worship style I have had
several earnest youth tell me how much
they actually dislike it. Just this month
one of the mothers in the small church I
attend told me that her academy-senior
son is thinking seriously of going into
the ministry but is hesitating because he
is worried that his Conference president
might require him to follow the Celebra-
tion format.

3. Is it true that the Bible requires us
to clap our hands?

Baby boomers frequently cite Psalm
47:1 in favor of worship-time hand clap-
ping. What about this text?

There are more than 140 references
to singers and singing in the Bible. More
than one hundred and forty! Yet only this
one, Psalm 47:1, suggests that people
clap in connection with their music.
Clapping was evidently a very rare ex-
perience even among ancient Jewish
people. It is nowhere commended in the
New Testament. We have no information
that it will be practiced in heaven.

The normal response to Scripture
reading and words of praise in Bible
times was Amen.

Most impressive to me is the fact that
Amen is the response of choice among
those beings privileged to worship God
face to face. At the conclusion of the
magnificent universal anthem that Jobo
witnessed in Revelation 5, the four
living creatures-the beings closest of
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all 10 God Himself-responded rever-
enlly by saying Amen (Revelation 5:14).
See also Revelation 19:4

Some baby-boomer musicians tell
me that after all the practice time they
invest, they deserve a burst of applause.
Other musicians that I know, however,
do their best so that God may be
glorified, and they are offended by the
cacophony of clapping that calls atten-
tion to their performance. These musi-
cians feel most successful when their
renditions cause people to focus on God
and to utter awe-inspired Amens or to sit
hushed in deeply reverent silence. Such
a musician expressly reminded me of
this fact just a week ago.

The Old Testament, the New Thsta-
ment, and Heaven itself call us to revive
the Amen response and not yield to the
noisy hand clap of the baby-boomer
trend.

4. What about religious dancing?
Baby-boomer-Celebration-people

usually cite David's dancing before the
Lord in 2 Samuel 7, some phrases about
dancing in Psalms 149 and 150, and per-
haps another passage or two.

As for the phrases in 149 and 150,
they do invite people to dance, but
Psalm 149:6--7 also says, "Let the high
praises of God be in their throats and
two-edged swords in their hands, to
wreak vengeance on the nations." When
our Celebration advocates take literally
the invitation to use two-edged swords
to wreak vengeance on kings, we will
have beller reason to trust their sincerity
in requiring us to approve literal danc-
ing.

As for David's dancing before the Lord
in 2 Samuel 7, if we are to use his example
as a reason for doing so also today, are we to
wear the linen ephod, as he did on that
occasion? Are we to offer sacrifices as he
did? And are we to give a cake of raisins to
all the participants as he did?

We are Bible Christians. We observe
that dancing had no stipulated part in the

worship of God laid down authorita-
tively in Leviticus and Deuteronomy.

Dancing had no part in New Testa-
ment worship. Dancing plays no part at
all in heavenly worship as we know of
it. And dancing was never recom-
mended by God's messenger to the
remnant. We conclude that the current
demand for license to dance in church is
part of the baby-boomer revivalist fad,
with its real roots somewhere else than
in Scripture.

Perhaps one of the roots of the baby-
boomer religious dance lies somewhere
in the realm of sex appeal. The Adventist
Celebration Church that I attended
offered no dancing as such the day I was

present, but it did have three young
women (one wearing a prominent neck·
lace) up front during Ihe hymns per-
forming attractive arm and hand move-
ments. The young women were actually
doing snychronized sign language,
ostensibly to benefit the deaf-but why?
The words of the songs were projected
behind them on a big screen.

During the same service a group
dramatized the crucifixion while a
singer sang of the meaning of Christ's
death. Unaccountably, the rough Roman
soldiers were represented by two young
women, fetchingly attired, who were at
their prettiest when swinging their arms
in time with the music to nail Jesus to the
cross.

5. What about the basic argument
that we ought to have much more en-
thusiasm in our worship services be-
cause crowds cheer wildly al football
games?

Let us ask a question in return. Is the
way people behave at football games
really a model for how we should be-
have at a worship service? For thaI
maller, is the way people behave at a
football game the only appropriate ex-
presssion of joy? Is it the only appro-
priate way 10 express our joy over
having a quiet evening at home by the



fire? Is it the only appropriate way to
express joy on a honeymoon?

Let us ask an even more penetrating
question: Is the way football crowds
cheer wildly undcr the influence of
booze, competition, hero worship, and
mass hysteria, an appropriate way for
Christians to express joy even at a foot-
ball game? Let us recommend that we
never again confuse the question ofwor-
ship by citing football inanity as a crite-
rion. Instead, let us probe the matter
further by asking whether excitement
itself is a worthy aspect of true worship.
The initial application of the

Laodicean message to Sabbatarian Ad-
ventists in the late 18505 aroused much
excitement-not screaming excitement, to
be sure, but repentance excitement. Signif-
icant moral gains were achieved that
pleased Heaven. But the full reformation
required was not achieved before the ex-
citement receded, and soon Elder andMrs.
White found the work of reformation even
more difficult than before. We might
therefore conclude that at least some kind
ofexcitement, repentance excitement, was
good in the late 18505 and, hence would be
good in the 1990s. But what did God's
special messenger to the remnant say in
Testimonies, vol. 1, 187?

"Lest His people should be deceived
in regard to themselves, He gives them
time for the excitement to wear off, and
then proves them to see if they will obey
the counsel of the ThJe Witness."

We look back to the bcginning of the
testimony (Testimonies, vol. 1, 179-184)
from which this sentence is excerpted:

"November 20, 1857, I was shown
the people of God, and saw them
mightily shaken. Some, with strong faith
and agonizing cries, were pleading with
God. Their countenances were pale, and
marked with deep anxiety, expressive of
their internal struggle. Firmness and
great earnestness were expressed in their
countenances."

In this vision Ellen White saw angels
pressing in around this earnestly repenting
group-while other angels were flying
away from believers who "seemed in-
different" and "did nol participate in this
work of agonizing."

What then happened to the earnestly
repenting group? From them Sister
White soon "heard a voice that sounded
like many musical instruments, all in
perfect strains, sweet and harmonious."
(Notice the kind of music.) Their faces
"shone with the light and glory of
heaven. They had obtained the victory."
Ellen White observed that gaining the
victory "called forth from them the
deepest gratitude, and holy, sacred joy."
(Here was true celebration, based on
deep rcpentance.)

The victorious ones constituted only
a small group, relatively speaking, but
their numbers were immediately in-
creased by others taking hold of the truth
and coming into the ranks-for these

repentant victorious ones now taught
"the truth in great power. It had effect"
in winning the people who heretofore
had been hesitating.

Sister White asked what had made
this great change in the effectiveness of
Adventist witnessing. An angel an-
swered, "It is the latter rain, the refresh-
ing from the presence of the Lord, the
loud cry of the third angel."

We conclude that excitement, hand
clapping, dancing, worldly dress, and
the almost exclusive use of contem-
porary music are not what God asks for
when we worship Him. Nonetheless, He
offers us true joy in worship, and also
great effectiveness in increasing our
numbers. But He offers neither the joy
nor the numbers on the basis of baby-
boomer market-research accommoda-
tion. He offers both on the basis of our
response to His calls for earnest repent-
ance.

Is it any wonder, then, that in the last
few months I have learned of two widely
separated congregations that vastly in-
creased their membership when they
chose to fast andproy seriously over an
extended period?

There are ways to increase both the
numbers and the quality of our congre-
gations without resorting to near-secu-
lar, emotional church-growth tech-
niques.D

To be continued.

"The powers ofsatanic agencies blend with the din and noise,
to have a carnival, and this is termed the Holy Spirit's working."!

AdventistCarnivals
Do you have friends who are caught up in Celebration?
Is your church considering adopting the Celebration style of worship?
Wondering why all the concern about Celebration?

You will find that Lloyd and Leola Rosenvold have succeeded in making the
130 pages of Adventist Camivals both informative and balanced.

You may obtain copies of this timely book for a suggested donation of $6 plus 15% hand-
ling ($1.50 minimum). A 25% discount is available for ten or more books.

Order from Hope International
P.O. Box 940

Eatonville, WA 98328

'Selected Messages, book 2, 36
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H E showed himself alive after his
passion by many infallible proofs,

being seen of them forty days, and
speaking of the things perlaining to the
kingdom of God: and, being assembled
together with them, commanded them
that they should not depart from
Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of
the Father, which, sailh he, ye have
heard of me. For John truly baptized
with water; but ye shall be baptized with
the Holy GhoSI not many days hence.
When they therefore were come to-
gether, they asked of him, saying, Lord,
will thou at this time restore again the
kingdom to Israel? And he said unto
them, It is not for you to know the times
or the seasons, which the Father hath put
in his own power." Acts 1:3-7
The disciples were anxious to know

the exact time for the revelalion of the
kingdom of God; but Jesus teUs them
that they may not know the times and the
seasons; for the Father has not revealed
them. To understand when the kingdom
of God should be restored was not the
thing of most importance for them to
know. They were to be found following
the Master, praying, waiting, watching,
and working. They were to be repre-
sentalives to the world of the character
of Christ. That which was essential for a

successful Christian experience in the
days of the disciples, is essential in our
day. "And he said unto them, It is not for
you to know the times or the seasons,
which the Father hath put in his own
power. But ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you."
And after the Holy Ghost was come
upon them, what were they to do? "And
ye shall be wilnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in aU Judea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttcrmost part of
the earth." Acts 1:7-9

This is the work in which we also
are to be engaged. Instead of living in
expectation of some special season of
excitement, we are wisely to improve
present opportunities, doing that which
must be done in order that souls may be
saved. Instead of exhausting the powers
of our mind in speculalions in regard to
the times and seasons which the Lord
has placed in His own power, and
withheld from men, we are to yield
ourselves to the control of the Holy
Spirit, to do present dulies, to give the
bread of life, unadulterated wilh human
opinions, to souls who are perishing for
the truth.

Satan is ever ready to fiU the mind
with theories and calculations that will
divert men from the present truth, and

disqualify them for the gIVIng of the
third angel's message 10 the world. It has
ever been thus; for our Saviour often had
to speak reprovingly to those who in-
dulged in speculations and were ever
inquiring into those things which the
Lord had not revealed. Jesus had come
to earth to impart important truth to men,
and He wished to impress their minds
with the necessity of receiving and
obeying His precepts and instructions, of
doing their present duty, and His com-
munications were of an order that im·
parted knowledge for their immediate
and daily use.
Jesus said: "This is life eternal, that

they might know thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent."
John 17:3. All that was done and said
had this one object in view-to rivet
truth in their minds thaI they might allain
unto everlasling life. Jesus did not come
to astonish men with some greal an-
nouncement of some special time when
some great event would occur, but He
came to instruct and save the lost. He did
not come to arouse and gralify curiosity;
for He knew that this would but increase
the appetite for the curious and the
marvelous. It was His aim to imparl
knowledge whereby men might increase
in spiritual strength, and advance in the

--- Ellen G. White
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We are in continual danger of getting above the
simplicity of the gospel. There is an intense
desire on the part of many to startle the world
with something original, that shall lift the
people into a state of spiritual ecstasy

way of obedience and true holiness. He
gave only such instruction as could be
appropriated to the needs of their daily
life, only such truth as could be given to
others for the same appropriation. He
did not make new revelations to men,
but opened to their understanding truths
that had long been obscured or mis-
placed through the false teaching of the
priests and teachers. Jesus replaced the
gems of divine truth in their proper
setting, in the order in which they had
been given to patriarchs and prophets.
And after giving them this precious in-
struction, He promised to give them the
Holy Spirit whereby all things that He
had said unto them should be brought to
their remembrance.

We are in continual danger of getting
above the simplicity of the gospel. There
is an intense desire on the part of many
to startlc the world with something orig-
inal, that shall lift the people into a state
of spiritual ecstasy, and change the pres-
ent order of experience. There is cer-
tainly great need of a change in the
present order of experience; for the
sacredness of present truth is not real-
ized as it should be, but the change we
need is a change of heart, and can only
be obtained by seeking God individually
for His blessing, by pleading with Him
for His power, by fervently praying that
His grace may come upon us, and that
our characters may be transformed. This
is the change we need today, and for the
attainment of this experience we should
exercise persevering energy and manifest
heartfelt earnestness. We should ask
with true sincerity, "What shall I do to
be saved?" We should know just what
steps we are taking heavenward.

Christ gavc to His disciples truths
whose breadth and depth and value they
little appreciated, or even compre-
hended, and the same condition exists
among the people of God today. We too
have failed to take in the greatness, to
perceive the beauty of the truth which
God has intrusted to us today. Should we
advance in spiritual knowledge, we
would see the truth developing and ex-
panding in lines of which we have little
dreamed, but it will never develop in any
line that will lead us to imagine that we
may know the times and the seasons
which the Father hath put in His own
power. Again and again have I been
warned in regard to time-setting. There
will never again be a message for the
people ofGod that will be based on time.
We are not to know the definite time

either for the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit or for the coming of Chris!.

I was searching through my writings,
before coming to this meeting, to see
what I should take with me to Australia,
and I found an envelope on which was
written, "Thstimony given in regard to
time-setting, June 21, 1851. Preserve
carefully." I opened it, and this is what I
found. It reads, "A copy of a vision the
Lord gave Sister White June 21,1851, at
Camden, New York. The Lord showed
me that the message must go, and that it
must not be hung on time; for time will
never be a tcst again. I saw that some
were getting a false excitement, arising
from preaching time, that the third
angel's message can stand on its own
foundation, and that it needs not time to
strengthen it, and that it will go with
mighty power, and do its work, and will
be cut short in righteousness.

"I saw some were making everything
bend to this nexl fall; that is, making their
calculations, and disposing o[ their prop-
erty in reference to that time. I saw that
this was wrong for this reason, instead of
going to God daily, and earncstly desiring
to know their present duty, they looked
ahead, and made their calculations as
though they knew that the work would end
this fall, without inquiring their duty of
God daily." E. G. White. "Copied at Mil-
ton, June 29,1851. A. A. G."

This was the document I came upon
last Monday in searching over my writ-
ings, and here is another which was
written in regard to a man who was
selling time in 1884, and sending broad-
cast his arguments to prove his theories.
The report of what he was doing was
brought to me at the Jackson, Michigan,
camp meeting, and I lold the people they
need not take heed to this man's theory,
for the event he predictedwould not take
place. The times and the seasons God
has put in His own power, and why has
not God given us this knowledge?-Be-
cause we would not make a right use of

it if He did. A condition of things would
result from this knowledge among our
people that would greatly retard the
work of God in preparing a people to
stand in the great day that is to come. We
are not to live upon time excitement. We
are not to be engrossed with speCUla-
tions in regard to the times and the
seasons which God has not revealed.
Jesus has told His disciples to "watch,"
but not for definite time. His followers
are to be in the position of those who are
listening for the orders of their Captain;
they are to watCh, wait, pray, and work,
as they approach the time for the coming
of the Lord; but no one will be able to
predict just when that time will come;
[or "of that day and hour knoweth no
man." Matthew 24:36. You will not be
able to say that He will come in one,
two, or five years, neither are you to put
off His coming by stating that it may not
be for ten or twenty years.

It is the duty of the people of God to
have their lamps trimmed and burning,
to be as men that wait for the Bride-
groom, when He shall return from the
wedding. You have not a moment to lose
in neglect of the great salvation that has
been provided for you. The time of the
probation of souls is coming to an end.
From day to day the destiny of men is
being sealed, and even from this congre-
gation we know not how soon many

shall close their eyes in death and be
habited for the tomb. We should now
consider that our life is swiftly passing
away, that we are not safe one moment
unless our life is hid with Christ in God.
Our duty is not to be looking forward to
some special time for some special work
to be done for us, but to go forward in
OUI work of warning the world, for we
are to be witnesses of Christ to the
uttermost parts of the world. All around
us are the young, the impenitent, the
unconverted, and what are we doing for
them? Parents, in the ardor of your first
love, are you seeking for the conversion
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of your children, or are you engrossed
with the things of this life to such an
extent that you are not making earnest
efforts to be laborers together with God?
Do you have an appreciation of the work
and mission of the Holy Spirit? Do you
realize that the Holy Spirit is the agency
whereby we are to reach the souls of
those around us? When this meeting
shall close, will you go from here and
forget the earnest appeals that have been
made to you? Will the messages of
warning be left unheeded, and the truth
you have heard leak out of your heart as
water leaks out of a broken vessel?

The apostle says, "Therefore we
ought to give the more earnest heed to
the things which we have heard, lest at
any time we should let them Slip. For if
the word spoken by angels was stead-
fast, and every transgression and disobe-
dience received a just recompense of
reward; how shall we escape, if we
neglect so great salvation; which at the
first began to be spoken by the Lord, and
was confirmed unto us by them that
heard him; God also bearing them wit-
ness, both with signs and wonders, and
with divers miracles, and gifts of the
Holy Ghost, according to his own will?"
Hebrews 2:1-4

The third angel's message is swell-
ing into a loud cry, and you must not feel
at liberty to neglect the present duty, and
still entertain the idea that at some future
time you will be the recipients of great
blessing, when without any effort on
your part a wonderful revival will take
place. Today you are to give yourselves
to God, that He may make of you vessels
unto honor, and meet for His service.
Thday you are to give yourself to God,
that you may be emptied of self, emptied
of envy, jealousy, evil-surmising, strife,
everything that shall be dishonoring to
God. Thday you are to have your vessel
purified that it may be ready for the
heavenly dew, ready for the showers of
the latter rain; for the latter rain will
come, and the blessing of God will fill
every soul that is purified from every
defilement. It is our work today to yield
our souls to Christ, that we may be fitted
for the time of refreshing from the pres-
ence of the Lord-fitted for the baptism
of the Holy Spirit. (To be continued.) 0

Review and Herald, vol. 2, 553-554
(March 22, 1892)

16 Our Firm FOllllda!iOtl Scplember 1991

Editorial
Continued from 2

would not give up their man-made com-
mandments in order to obey the require-
ments of the Word of God. They would
not, for the truth's sake, sacrifice the
pride of reason and the praise of men.
When Christ came, presenting to the
nation the claims ofGod, the priests and
elders denied His right to interpose be-
tween them and the people. They would
not accept His rebukes and warnings,
and they set themselves to turn the
people against Him and to compass His
destruction.

"For the rejection of Christ, with the
results that followed, they were re-
sponsible. A nation's sin and a nation's
ruin were due to the religious leaders.

"In OUT day are not the same in-
fluences at work?" Christ's Object Les-
SOliS, 304---305

The laity in Christ's day leaned on
the arm of flesh instead of the arm of
God and many lost their souls. "Thus
saith the Lord; Cursed be the man that
trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his
arm, and whose heart departeth from the
LORD." Jeremiah 17:5

Compromise creates a neutral ex-
perience in the soul, and neutrality is
against the commands of God and be-
comes a grevious crimc, as it was in the
church in Elijah's day.

"What astonishing deception and
fearful blindness had, like a dark cloud,
covered Israel! This blindness and apos-
tasy had not closed about them sud-
denly; it had come upon them gradually
as they had not heeded the word of
reproof and warning which the Lord had
sent to them because of their pride and
their sins. And now, in this fearful crisis,
in the presence of the idolatrous priests
and the apostate king, they remained
neutral. If God abhors one sin above
another, of which His people are guilty,
it is doing nothing in case of an emer-
gency. Indifference and neutrality in a
religious crisis is regarded of God as a
grievous crime and equal to the very
worst type of hostility against God."
Testimonies, vol. 3, 280-281

"Christ's followers have no right to
stand on the ground of neutrality. There
is more hope of an open enemy than of
onc who is neutral." Review QndHerald,
vol. 4, 386

Our only hope of survival in this
crisis hour just before our probation
closes, is to lean heavily upon the Word
ofGod and not on the word of men. It is

the Holy Spirit that exposes error and
expels it from the soul and will guide us
into all truth as the winds of doctrine are
blowing now in God's church.

"Through the Scriptures the Holy
Spirit speaks to the mind, and impresses
truth upon the heart. Thus He exposes
error, and expels it from the soul. It is by
the Spirit of truth, working through the
Word of God, that Christ subdues His
chosen people to Himself." The Desire
of Ages, 671; See also Selected Mes-
sages, book 1, 202

Let us not forget the last movements
are very rapid ones and the Lord is now
ready to cut his work short in righteous-
ness. See Testimonies, vol. 9, 11-13 and
Romans 9:28

The prophet of the Lord saw this
condition coming over a 100 years ago.
"Every wind of doctrine will be

blowing. Those who have rendered su-
preme homage to 'science falsely so
called' will not be the leaders then.
Those who have trusted to intellect,
genius, or talent will not then stand at
the head of rank and file. They did not
keep pace with the light. Those who
have proved themselves unfaithful will
not then be entrusted with the flock. In
the last solemn work few great men
will be engaged. They are self-suffi-
cient, independent of God, and He can-
not use them. The Lord has faithful
servants, who in the shaking, testing
time will be disclosed to view. There
are precious ones now hidden who
have not bowed the knee to Baal. They
have not had the light which has been
shining in a concentrated blaze upon
you. But it may be under a rough and
uninviting exterior the pure brightness
of a genuine Christian character will be
revealed. In the daytime we look
toward heaven but do not see the stars.
They are there, fixed in the firmament,
but the eye cannot distinguish them. In
the night we behold their genuine
luster." Testimonies, vol. 5, see
also Ibid., 76-77; Testimonies to Minis-
ters, 409-410
These issues of Our Firm Fowlda·

tion for September and October of 1991
are dedicated to help our people under-
stand the difference between truth and
error. These winds of doctrines blowing
through our churches are signs of the
soon close of our probation and the
coming of our Lord. May God help us
now to make the needed preparation.

Ron Spear-EOITOR



I am an eighteen-year-oU. •
. . . collcge student, raised in the
Seventh-day Adventist Church from
birth. Recently, I moved away from
home and began to look around for a
new church family. This search led me
to a surprise when I walked into a
Celebration church for the fust time. I
know that I represent the target audience
of the Celebration movement, but I was
more concerned than pleased by the
changes I saw. If you will grant me a few
moments' time, I will explain my view-
point.

At my age, I don't have much credi-
bility. I understand that, and it will make
you pause to question every argument I
make.

It is my understanding that the Cele-
bration-church format was born with one
goal in mind-to be as attractive as
possible. Supporting theories say that ifwe
can present God in a fun-filled, com-
fortable way, we will increase member-
ship. (Enter the sing-along gospel quartet,
complete with multicolored micro-
phones.) Next, they say that we can attract
more people from the outside world ifwe
don't make them feel alien when they
come. (Enter the drums, electric guitar,
and the television projectors.) Finally, they
take two steps back, look at their work, and
smile. With a band and theater at their
disposal, they can also entertain the youth
better than ever. That should keep many
more of the newer generation coming
back.... We'll be gathering people from
all sides.

It all sounded good to me, too. The
first time.
Then I started asking questions ...
First, how workable is the objective? 10

be attractive is a fortunate thing, yes. Many
people in theworld today have foundsuecess
merely on account of their outward looks.
With that success to inspire them, everybody
now wants to look good. Some are even
spending thousands of dollars on plastic
surgery. But weren't these people just as
beautiful and twice as believable before they
spent all that money to become someone
else? Can we change the personality of
today's church any more than that of an
individual? I think nol. Only themask canbe
redrawn; the face remains the same.

For the sake of argument, I'll assume
for a moment that the church can be
altered without suffering an identity cri-
sis. Assume that we make our church
more attractive than ever-more attrac-
tive in fact than any other church! What
will we gain? Satan's primary objective
on this earth is to make sin as enticing as
possible. He has practiced at this for at
least two millennia now. If we try to play
his game, do we not mock ourselves?
Attraction, i1lusion, and seduction arc
his personal strengths. Our only hope
against such an adversary is righteous-
ness, purity, and simplicity. God's
church will NEVER be more attractive
than sin. We lose.

"All right:' you say, "we can forget
about being attractive. Throw it out the
window. But we still need more members.
How can we draw them to the church?"
I am reminded of the old saying,

"Build a better mousetrap and the world
will beat a path to your door."The church,
essentially, needs a better mousetrap, so
that world will come running. You may
laugh, but bearwith me on this one.
The first idea is to make a decoy. Ifwe

can make something that looks like a
mouse, maybe the rodents will hang
around to investigate. Surc enough, two
mice drop by with their ears twitching. A
cursory inspection shows them that the
decoy is fake, though, and they go their
way. Ifwetry to make our church look like
the outside world, they'll soon fmd out we
aren't to be taken seriously.
The second idea is to let the mice

come as they are. As they assemble, we
can give them a stern talk about how
they've been misbehaving. Hopefully,
they'll reform. When they see the invita-
tion, they swarm in. The first few are
easy to contrOl, but once they are sur-
rounded again by their own kind, they
revert back to their old, destructive
ways. Likewise, if we openly accept
everyone "as is," we will only end up
with their negative influence among us.
Why would they conform, if they are
accepted as they are, and most of their
friends have the same lifestyle?
The third idea, a result of frustration,

is to resort to the old ways, and give

them something they crave. Yes, the silly
rodents will risk anything to get good
food. To our surprise, it works best.

But, when a person is drawn to Christ,
there is no substitute. Entertainment has
already left him bored. Appearances have
deceived him before. Pleasures of this world
have consistently left him empty. Hedoesn'l
want to celebrate, because aU he remembers
are the hangovers. He needs peaceful com-
munion with the Lord. TheWord ofGod is
his food, and the answers to his questions are
the answers to his prayers. He needs to be
patiently educated, not entertained or im-
pressed.lf he weren't already impressed, he
wouldn't have come al all. If he doesn't see
a vastly different world from the one he left,
hewill not have any reason to stay.
If we want to influence people, for-

get about making the church look good.
Concentrate on reflecting God in all of
our day-to-day lives. It is the only way.
I will grant you that if we change the

church's format, we will gain many new
faces in the congregation. They will come
out of curiosity because we seem new and
different, or because they have heard us
talking about a new style of church. How-
ever, we will lose many old faces. The
familiar, dependable, educated ones who
have always been our lifeblood. The faces
that were wise enough to scowl when they
saw Christ being lowered to an easy-
access pedestal. 10 gain a few members,
will we lose as many? Might this increase
in membership sacrifice the character, the
history and the tradition that have made us
rich? These costs are Simply too great. We
dare not choose this course.
lfwe do change, and the new members

come seeking truth, how long do you sup-
pose they would be comfortable in a church
where the members themselves are divided?
What is attractive about a churchwhich lacks
unity? Where, amid the changes and con-
stant debates,will anyone find the peace and
reverence to nurture ne.v believers? How
can we concentrate on eternal life, as we
celebrate this one? We can't. The sanctuary
is our refuge, not our social cenler. It is time
we took our message seriously, and took it
everywhere. I've had enough of taking it
lightly andwaiting for theworld to turn tous.
Let us keep our ideals. 0
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-Ron Spear, EDITOR

Special Editorial
JULY 22, 1991, was a black Mon- balls in the air, and Marshall Prayer" and Judy Albright sang
day for those who knew and would throw in an extra one now "Put on a Happy Face."

loved Marshall and Lillian Grosboll and then. She kept the machinery Probably the greatest sermon
and their two children Matthew and to Steps to Life oiled and running. preached at the funeral was by
Ou:istine. Yes, we will miss them all until Marshall himself-a tape-re-
On returning to Steps to Life in eternity's morning. We must meet corded excerpt from one of his

their small plane from the Hope again soon. evangelistic sermons. We have
International's camp meeting I preached their funeral ser- printed it below, for it speaks to
where Marshall preached his last mon at Wichita, Kansas, Sunday, each one of us to consider how
sermons, the plane crashed and July 28, 1991, at 3 P.M. Elder David fragile life is and how we are de-
burned in Idaho. His re- r-====================-'1 terrnining our own destiny.
corded sermons will con- They now wait the call of
tinue to point people to the Life-giver. Marshall was
Jesus and will remind the like a son to me. A valiant
church of its apostasy and warrior for Christ, he had an
plea for a return to the old uncompromising spirit for
standards and waymarks of the truth. He loved his
the pioneers. I took Marshall church, but he was continu-
with me around the world ally saddened as were those
as we preached the three an- who preached with him
gels' messages and the sanc- about the apostasy that is
tuary message together. We almost overwhelming us.
were in Europe traveling Those who would like to
and sleeping on trains in contribute to their memorial
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, may contact Steps to Life.
Rome, Hungary, Austria, John Grosboll, Marshall's
Holland, Germany, France, brother, is now the director
New Zealand, and Marshall, Lillian, Christine, and Matthew Grosboll of Steps to Life and Teresa
Australia. Also people in Kendall is his assistant.
many other places heard his call to Kang sang two beautiful hymns, As I have served on their board
revival and reformation. We "It Is Well with My Soul" and "No from its beginning, I was asked to
traveled across the continent of Night There" at the church serv- take Marshall's place as chairman.
America many times together ice. We laid the Grosbolls to rest in Steps to Life will continue to move
preaching at camp meetings and front of the new office building at ahead. Marshall's television pro-
weekend seminars. Steps to Life. grams will continue to air on Sun-
We will greatly miss them. Lil- At the graveside Elders Ralph day mornings, now to a larger

lian was a faithful companion, Larson and Colin Standish gave a audience than before.
running the office of Steps to Life. testimony and a call to revival.
She worked like a juggler with ten John Osborne sang the "Lord's

T OOK with me at what Jesus said in Matthew 13
Lin a parable that He gave. In Matthew 13:3-6
NKJY, He said: "Behold, a sower went out to sow.
And as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; and
the birds came and devoured them. Some fell on
stony places, where they did not have much earth;
and they immediately sprang up because they had
no depth of earth. But when the sun was up they
were scorched, and because they had no root they
withered away." There is heat, and there is wind, and
there is a testing that comes to every Christian's life.
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Every Christian must go through a testing. Must go
through the fire. God said that He is going to refine
His children as gold is refined through fire, as silver
is refined through fire. Until the dross is all taken
away, He is going to refine us. At every step of the
refining process some people are going to get out the
back way, but I want to go through all the way, don't
you? Look with me at what Jesus said in Matthew
10:34-36. Jesus said: "Do not think that I came to
bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace,
but a sword." Now, He came to send peace within,



but outside there is no peace; there is a sword. "For 1
have come to set a man against his father, a daughter
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against
her mother-in-law. And a man's foes will be those of
his own household."
My wife just got a phone call today from someone

whose husband does not appreciate their following
the Lord all the way. Have any of you ever heard of
people who have marital problems because one
person decides to follow the Lord? Jesus said this
would happen. But, what did He say? "A man's foes
will be those of his own household. He who loves
father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me.
And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is
not worthy of Me. And he who does not take his
cross and follow after Me, is not worthy of Me. He
who finds his life will lose it: and he who loses his life
for My sake will find it." Matthew 10:36-39. 1wish 1
had a little time here to talk about the responsibility
of husbands and wives to the Lord. Paul talks a lot
about it. Paul is very clear, and we don't have time
tonight, but if anyone wants to stay, we will look at
the texts. Paul is very clear that everyone must follow
Jesus first and others second, even our spouses, our
children, our parents, or whoever else. We must
follow Jesus first, and everything else comes second.
1 have thought of myself. Maybe I'll go through

some persecution. Maybe people do not understand
me. Maybe they laugh at me, or make fun of me for
following what the Bible says. One day I'm driving
down the road. Although outside there may be some
trouble, 1 have peace in my heart. But 1 am driving
down the road, and all of a sudden that alcoholic
swerves out. Somebody who is drunk, let's say,
swerves out. That split second, your life goes before
you, 1 understand. 1 haven't been there yet. But any-
way, 1hit that person. 1think 1am going to die, but, you
know, 1am alive. Wait! There is nothing inmy hand, no
steering wheel. And 1 look up, and Jesus is coming.
And 1 ascend to meet Him, and I look around for my
wife, my children, my loved ones, to see if they are
there. Oh, 1hope they are there! You see? And do you
know what 1 am going to think at that moment? 1am
going to think that whatever kind of hardship,
whatever kind of persecution, whatever it took, 1 am
going to think that it was well worth it. It was well
worth it' Heaven is cheap enough! Cheap enough!
But then 1 go on thinking: "1 wonder what it

would be like if it would have gone the other way!"
Suppose that 1 decided that this was not worth it.
And 1began to look for excuses to keep from follow-
ing the Lord. 1 come up with excuses. "God expects
me to have a united home first," or "God can't be that
particular," or "The whole world can't be wrong," or
"God can't ... " whatever. You know all the excuses
that 1can come up with. And so 1reject truth, but 1go

on being a Christian. 1 go on being a Christian
without truth. Without all the truth, anyway just part
of the truth. And 1go on serving the Lord, 1 think. But
1have rejected Him.
One day, 1 am driving down the road, and 1have

that accident, or whatever it may be. But 1 am still
alive, because instantly 1am resurrected. A thousand
plus years have gone by but 1 don't know that, you
see. 1am still alive. I'm resurrected! A steering wheel
is not in my hand anymore. "Where am I? There is a
city out there. And who are all these people around
here? Who are they?" 1 don't know, at least 1 hope 1
don't know any of them. There are all kinds of
people-prostitutes, rapists, murderers, and there
are some Christians. And 1go up with all the Chris-
tians, because 1want to find somebody like myself.
And we say: "What in the world went wrong? What
went wrong?" 1 look over that city, and 1 begin to
walk toward it, and 1see God out there on that great
white throne. And 1 see some of those people up
there that 1 once made fun of; but they are not
making fun of me. They are crying. Because they
wish 1 were there. And 1 see God up there on that
throne. And 1 come to God and say: "God, 1 am a
Christian! 1did all kinds of wonderful things in your
name! 1 prophesied in your name, and cast out
demons in your name./I
Look with me at Jesus' answer, in Matthew 7:22-

23. "Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out
demons in Your name, and done many wonders in
Your name?' " Lord, we are Christians. "And then 1
will declare to them, '1 never knew you; depart from
Me, you who practice ... (What?) ... lawlessnes: "
You know there are going to be a lot of people

with good excuses in that day, good excuses. But do
you know what? 1don't want to have a good excuse.
The best excuse in the world is not going to be good
enough for me in that day if 1 am outside that City.
How about you?
You know, 1 am a very poor instrument for pre-

senting the Bible. God just has to use what He has,
and 1am not all that good, only as the Holy Spirit can
work. But let me tell you. The truth of this Book will
save you or cause you to be lost. It's that simple.
However good, or however poor our presentation
may be, that is not what counts. What counts is: Are
you following the truth that you are learning, or are
you rejecting it? Are you hearing and doing what
Jesus said, or are you just hearing? I'll tell you
friends, God wants you to be in heaven. He gave His
Son for you, and He wants you to be there. And if
you would simply choose to serve Him and to give
your life to Him, He will see you through all the way.
He wants you to be there. He loves you!

-Marshall Grosball (see Editorial above)
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The Tithe Problem-
Who Is Responsible?

Today the questioll of
accoLUltablesteward-
ship is becoming an
issue in the minds of
many Seventh-
day Advemists.
The awareness
that we all have
all individual ac-
cOllmability before
the heavenly uni-
verse, /0 administer
the trust commiued
to us of God has, ill
recelll years, raised
questions in their
minds as to how (0

best flilfill that re-
sponsibility. It is not
the pllrpose of this
article to solicit
funds, or CO attempt
to point out what
olle's personal re-
sponsibility is, but to
give our readers in-
formatioll that will
help them fulfill their
positioll as God's
stewart/s.-EDITORS

THE SUbject of
tithe has come to

be an emotional mine
field, and so let us
proceed with cau-
tion. Voices usually
calm are likely to become strident when
the subject is introduced, and not in-
frequently, strongly stirred feelings find
expression in bitter accusations. Yel the
problem is real, and il is here. It shows no
sign of diminishing, but rather is steadily
increasing. Ignoring it is not likely to be an
adequate answer, nor yet is indulging in
emotional outbursts which tend to aggra-
vate tensions rather than to relieve them.
Is il possible to calmly consider this prob-
lem? leI us Iry.

My own exposure 10 the problem has
been educational. While I was teaching
classes of minislers in the Asian Advenl·
ist Theological Seminary I sometimes
met the question, "Is it ever proper to

Bul upon returning
to the States in 1985 I
was surprised to find
that the question was

seriously
troubling
many church
members.
With full

confidence I set out to
find the Spirit of Proph-
ecy evidence that tithe
should always go
through the regular
church channels and
never anywhere else.
This research brought
my second and much
grealer swprise. I did
not fmd what I was
looking for. It just was
not in the inspired writ-
ings.

Was I failing to
properly understand
what I had read? Ap-
parently not. I did find a
statement regarding the
question that had been
prepared by Willie
White (EUen White's
son and secretary),
Elder A. G. Daniells,
and Elder W W Pres-
cott, which indicated
that neither had they
found such evidence in

Ellen White's writings. The historical con-
text of their statement is as follows:

"On May 9, 1907, a Charles E.
Stewart of Battle Creek sent to Ellen
White's office at Sanitarium, California,
a 49-page compilation of questions and
charges intended to cast doubt on the
Spirit of Prophecy as manifested in her
ministry. In October of the same year,
the material was bound into a small book
and published, apparently in Battle
Creek. At some later date it was repub-

Ralph Lars01I, a retired pastor. last served as
chairman o/the Church andMinistry Depart-
ment of the Seventh-day Adventist Theologi.
cal Seminary, Far East.
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In neither her writings nor her practice was
there anything to support the view that all tithe,
regardless of circumstances, must be paid
through regular church channels

lished by another of Ellen While's crit-
ics, E. S. Ballenger, of Riverside, Cal-
ifornia. Document WDF 321, in the
White Estate Office in Lorna Linda, is a
record of the plans made by Willie
White, Daniells, and Prescott to deal
with the charges in the book, one of
which was that Ellen White's counsels
and practice in regard to the tithe were
not consistent, in that she did not always
follow her own recommendations. Para-
graph six on page two of the document is
a clear statement of how these brethren
understood the totality of Ellen White's
teachings in regard to the paying of tithe.
"6. As to the proper use of the tithe:

The outline of a statement on this subject
which was agreed upon was brieOy this: Th
give extracts from Sister White's writings
as to the ti\he and its use; to show that her
testimony and her own usual practice was
in favor of paying the tithe into the regu-
larly designated treasury, to be used under
the counsel of the committces appointed
for such purposes; to show further from
her writings that when those who have
charge of the expenditure of the tithe so far
fail in the discharge of their duty that the
regularly organized channcls for the dis-
tribution of tithe become hindrances to its
proper use, then in order to carry out the
divine plan that the tithe should be ex-
pended in the wisest manner for the
furtherance of the work, individuals have
the right to pay their tithes direct to the
needy fields; but that this involves a con-
siderable degree of personal responsi-
bility, which must be assumed by those
who to follow this plan. It was
thought that this matter could be handled
in a way to show thaI the departure from
the regular plans was authorized only
when the regular plans failed to be carried
out by those in positions ofresponsibility."

This statement appeared to be strong
evidence that 1 had not misunderstood the
materials 1had examined. The conclusions
of these brethren were not different from
my conclusions, after my study.

As indicated in the quotation, their
purpose was to enlarge the outline into a
tracl or paper on the subject. We would,
no doubt, find it helpful if we could read
the paper itself, but 1 have not yet been
able to locate a copy.

Certain basic points in regard to tithe
paying stand out very clearly in Ellen
White's writings. She had no doubt that
returning tithe to the Lord is a Christian
duty, and that a failure to perform this
duty is tantamount to stealing from God
(sec Malachi 3). She is equally clear and

firm in her conviction that the tithe has
only one proper usc, the support of the
ministry of the Word of God. Although
she includes those who minister with
pen as well as with voice, she speCifi-
cally excludes other forms of Christian
endeavor, such as "school purposes" and
"canvassers and colporteurs" (See Tes-
timonies, vol. 9, 248-249), a poor fund
or church expense. See CoWtseis on
Stewardship, 103, and other references.

According to the testimony of God's
inspired messenger, tithe should always be
faithfully returned to the Lord, and all of the
tithe should be used for the support of the
ministry. But whichministry or what minis-
try? This is the question that is troubling us
now. What if aministry strays from the path
of saered duty? What if a ministry becomes
so theologically confused as to depart from
the truths ofGod'sWord and begins preach-
ing a false gospel? What if church leaders
begin to use tithe funds for purposes other
than the ministry of the Word, such as those
listed above, or even to pay the fees of
non-Advenlist lawyers? What, then, is our
Christian duty?

We may seek to escape from these
troubling questions by shrugging them
off and saying, "There is no need for us
to concern ourselves about things like
that. They could not happen in our
church." But in view of Ellen White's
predictions of a great Adventist apos-
tasy, is this a realistic attitude? Willie
White, Daniells, and Prescott took no

such poSition. They did not deny the
possibility of a malfeasance, as indi-
cated by these words: "... when those
who have charge of the expenditure of
the tithe shall so far fail in the discharge
of their duty that the regular organized
channels for the distribution of the tithe
become hindrances to its proper use....

"When the regular plans failed to be
carried out by those in positions of re-
sponsibility...." Document WDF, 321

Let us remind ourselves that these
brethren were not expressing their own

opirtions. They were setting forth what
they understood to be the totality of the
teachings of Ellen White. They had
before them the example of Ellen White.
In the year 1905, two years before their
meeting, Ellen White had written a letter
to the president of the Colorado confer-
ence in which she had revealed that "for
years" she had been using her tithe to
assist needy ministers who were being
neglected by the organization. When
this statement was first called to my
attention, 1 dismissed it very easily (I
thought) by saying, "She was a prophet,
and I am not a prophet. God often gives
instructions to His prophets that do not
apply to other people."

But the matter is not quite that simple.
The letter also revealed thaI when other
persons offered her their tithe to use as she
thought best, she acoepted it and used il as
indicated above, in support of needy minis-
ters. Perhap; we could still say that she was
exercising the prerogatives of a prophet,
since lhe money passed through her hands.

But that would not be true of the
third type of tithepayers who arc men-
tioned in her letter:

Hlf there have been cases where our
sisters have appropriated their tithe to
the support of the ministers working for
the colored people in the south, let every
man, if he is wise, hold his peace."

There is no suggestion that this
money passed through her hands, or that
she was consulted about it. The money

was apparently sent direclly to needy
ministers whose condition had become
known 10 the tithepayers. Ellen White
obviously did not disapprove of the ac-
tions of these persons, much less accuse
them of "stealing" the tithe.

We must recognize that Willie White,
Daniells, and Prescott, who were charged
with the responsibility of setting forth a
comprehensive statement regarding Ellen
White's counsel and practice regarding
tithe paying, were faithful to the evidence
that was before them. They frankly re-
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To blame the tithe problem on independent
ministries is as illogical and unjust as to blame the
historic Adventists for divisions being created in
the church by the preaching of the false doctrines
ofCalvinism among us

findings to the people, with neither Wlder-
stalement nor overstatement. They feIt that
there was no self-contradiction between
Ellen White's writings and her practice. In
neither her writings nor her practice was
there anything to support the view that aU
tithe, regarcUess of circumstances, must be
paid through regular church channels.

It is probable that they did not anticipate
any great trouble from the church organiza-
tion as the result of the publishing thcir frank
stalement. The conditions that they de-
scribed as making it pennissible, according
to Ellen White's writings, for a church
member to exercise individual judgment in
deciding where to send tithe, (the failure of
persons in places of responsibility to use the
tithe for its proper purpose) harcUy existed in
their time, if they existed at aU. These leaders
could not have been expected to foresee the
conditions that have now developed in the
church as a result of the great Adventist
apostasy that has been the subject of this
series of studies.

But church members in our time
could hardly be expected not to see these
conditions. Many have recoiled in hor-
ror from the revelation that hundreds of
thousands of dollars of sacred tithe fWlds
have been used to employ Catholic and
other lawyers to sue and
prosecute persons for calling themselves
Seventh-day Adventists, and in at least
one case assessing huge fmes and put-
ting the person in jail.

Some members may not be aware of
such specific incidents as this, but it
would be difficult for any member in the
North American Division to be unaware
of the great theological apostasy which
is the very heart of the tithe problem. He
or she is likely to encounter it in church
on any Sabbath morning. As one re-
sponsible church member expressed it:

"I get tired of going to church every
Sabbath and gelling my weekly dose of
strychnine from the pulpit."

It is an Wldeniable fact that there are
pastors in Seventh-day Adventist
churches, teachers in Seventh-day Ad-
ventist colleges, and persons at aU levels of
church administration who are per.;istently
presenting as truth the devil's great lie--
that Christians cannot stop sinning even by
the power of God. Ellen White has iden-
tified this assertion no fewer than 35 times
asa lie that originated in the heart ofSaran,
and that was proved to be false by our Lord
Jesus Christ. Undoubte<lly the strongest of
her statements is this:

"Satan declared that it was impossible
for the sons and daughter.; of Adam to
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keep the law of God, and thus charged
upon God a lack of wisdom and love. If
they could not keep the law, then there was
fault with the Lawgiver. Men who arc
under the control of Satan repeat these
accusations against God, in asserting that
men can not kcep the law of God. Jesus
humbled Himself, clothing His divinity
with humanity, in order that He might
stand as the head and representative of the
human family, and by both precept and
example condemn sin in the nesh, and
give the lie to Satan's charges." Signs of
'he Times, vol. 3, 264

May we suggest a second thoughtful
reading of the above inspired statement?
Its implications are staggering. Can it be
possible that there are ministers, teachers,
and administrator.; aU through our ranks
who are Wlder the control of Satan? If the

writings of Ellen White are inspired, we
have no choice but to believe it.

Here is the heart of the tithe problem.
Here is the answer to our question, Who is
responsible? Would it not be the ministers
who present poison from the pulpits, the
teacher.; who present poison in the class-
rooms, and the administrator.; who support
and defend them, ignoring desperate ap-
peals from church members?

1b blame the tithe problem on inde-
pendent ministries is as illogical and
unjust as to blame the historic Advent-
ists for divisions being created in the
church by the preaching of the false
doctrines of Calvinism among us. May
we here earnestly appeal for clear think-
ing and fair judgment on this mailer.

Consider the problem of a church
member who understands our message,
is devoted to the truth as it is in Jesus,
and has always been a faithful tithe-
payer. During the years he has built up a
small library of Ellen White's writings
and has studied them with care. Then he
is confronted with a series of shocks.
On Sabbath he hear.; his pastor proclaim

that our Lord carne to earth in the human
nature of the unfaUen Adam, making Him

very clifferent from ourselves. He finds it
p=ling, and so spends some time on Sab-
balh afternoon looking through his copy of
The Desire ofAges. He finds the opposite
affirmed to be true onpagcs 25, 49, 112, 117,
174-175, and 311-312. Soon after, he hear.;
his pastor preach that it is impossible for
Christians, by any means, to stopsinning and
that it is impossible for anyone to obey the
law of God. In his The Desire ofAges the
church member finds this statement de-
scribed as Satan's lie on pages 24, 29, 117,
and 761, and he finds in that volume a total
of 78 statements thal it is posstble, through
the power of Christ for Christians to obey
God's law. He then turns to l1,e Great
COII/roversy and reads on page 489 that
"[Satan] is constantly seeking to deceive the
follower.; of Christ with his falal sophistry
that it is impossible for them to overcome."

As this heart-wrenching experience
continues, the church member is eventu-
ally forced to recognize that Ellen White's
predictions about the great Adventist apos-
tasy are being fulfilled before his eyes.
Then comes the agonizing question,
"Does God require me to pay my tithe to
support the great apostasy?"

Like many others before him, he
decides that this tine of reasoning just
doesn't make sense. He then turns to an
independent ministry holding the
Seventh-day Adventist historic faith,
preaching the message that he accepted
when he joined the church. He now
begins to send his tithe to that ministry.

Now the question for every fair-
minded per.;on to consider is, Who is
responsible? Has the church memher's
problem been created by the independent
ministry, or by the preaching of the false
doctrines ofCalvinism in his own church?

And will this problem be solved by
crushing independent ministries and let-
ting the false preaching continue? The
answer is self-evident. To destroy the
independent ministries will not solve the
church member's problem, nor will it be
solved by cracking whips of church



It would be poor policy to support from the
treasury of God those who really mar and
injure His work, and who are constantly
lowering the standard of Christianity

authority over his head, excluding him
from church office, or by any other
means of coercion.

Thlgica1ly, this obvious truth seems to be
lost on some church administrators who
continue to condemn and rail at independent
ministries as if they were the cause of all the
diffICUlty, and that the solution is simply to
put them out of existence. It appean; that
some of these ministries are now being
threatened with church discipline as a fust
step in that direction.

I have been invited to several meetings
ostensibly called forthe purpose of resolv-
ing tensions between independent minis-
tries and the church organization. At none
of these meetings did I discern the slightest
recognition that the preaching of false
doctrines in our churches was the real
problem, or even any part of the problem.
At none ofthem did I hear the slightest hint
that any attempt would be made to correct
this evil. Rather, the message delivered to
the independent ministries is simple, "You,
and only you, are the problem, and if you
do not stop what your are doing, in partic-
ular if you do not stop aceepting tithe, you
are going to suffer the consequences."

Some are already suffering the con-
sequences. Members of independent min-
istries have in some places been denied the
right to transfer their membership either
into or out of the churches where they live.
[t should be remembered that transfers are
a right of church membership and may be
denied, aceording to the church manual,
only by properly conducted church disci-
plinary actions. See pages 162-163 of the
Church Manual

For that matter, the Church Manual
also recognizes the right of independent
ministries to exist (see page 158), and also
provides that no church member's stand-
ing should be called in question because of
his failure to give financial support to the
church. See page 165

But strong emotion is the enemy of
reason, and as we noted at the beginning of
this study, emotions tend to run high when
the tithe problem is mentioned-so high
that in some cases neither appeals to the
Church Manual, to the Spirit of Prophecy,
or even to the Bible itself bring any result.

Emotional tensions also contribute to
the mishandling of evidence found in
various public statements about tithe,
and the accusations accompanying
them. Possibly the outstanding example
of mishandled evidence is a variety of
Ellen White statements, written to show
that tithe should be used only for the
ministry of the Word and not for other

Christian endeavors, are misconstrued to
mean that tithe should be paid only to
one ministry of the Word and not to the
other ministries of the Word. An oft-
quoted example of this misconception is
on page 247 of Testimonies, vol. 9:

"Let none feel at liberty to retain their
tithe, to use according to their own judg-
ment. They are not to use it for themselves
in an emergency, nor to apply it as they see
fit, even ill what they may regard as the
Lord's work." Emphasis supplied

What Ellen White meant by the clause
"what they may regard as the Lord's
work," is made clear on the following
pages by these lines:

"One reasons that the tithe may be
applied to school purposes. Still others rea-

son that canvassers and COlporteurs should
be supported from the tithe. But a great
mistake is madewhen the tithe is drawn from
the object for which it is to be used-lhe
support of the ministers." 248-249

In view of the general frailty of
human nature, and the specific predic-
tions by Ellen White that there would be
many apostates in the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist ministry in the last days, (see
Testimonies to Ministers, 409-410; Tes-
timonies, vol. 5, 80--81, 707) it would
have been hazardous indeed for the mes-
senger of the Lord to have singled out
any particular group of ministers as the
only ones who should ever be supported
by tithe, and even more hazardous to
maintain that they must be supported by
tithe regardless of what they might be
teaching or doing.

"It would be poor policy to support
from the treasury of God those who
really mar and injure His work, and who
are constantly lowering the standard of
Christianity." Testimonies, vol. 3, 553

"There are fearful woes for those
who preach the truth, but are not
sanctified by it, and also for those who
consent to receive and maintain the un-
sanctified to minister to them in word
and doctrine." Ibid., vol. 1,261-262

"As there are woes for those who
preach the truth while they are un-
sanctified in heart and lifc, so there are
woes for those who receive and maintain
the unsanctified in the position which
they cannot fill." [bid., vol. 2, 552

Let us take note, also, of Ellen White's
use of the expression, "the treasury of
God." In her letter to the Conference
president to which we havc already re-
ferred, she flfSl tells of her practice and
then adds, "The money is not withheld
from the Lord's treasury." Obviously she
did not have the limited view of
Lord's treasury" that some have today.

Some independent ministries have
pointed out Ellen White's statements
that it is not necessary for aU "funds" or

U means" to flow through the same chan-
nels, and since no exception is stated in
regard to tithe, they have concluded, not
unreasonably, that these general terms
include both tithes and offerings. But
some writers have seized upon this con-
Clusion and made it the basis for accusa-
tions of dishonesty. Surely this accusa-
tion could be termed uncontrolled
emotionalism. We certainly want to have
much stronger evidence before we ac-
cuse any persons of being dishonest.

You and I cannot solve the problems
of the church nor the problems of the
independent ministries, but we can and
must resolve OUf own personal and in-
dividual problem in regard to the type of
ministry that we support with our tithe.
This problem is best solved by each one
of us on his knees before the Lord, with
the inspired writings before him. Prob-
ably none of us should presume to in-
struct others as to their duty.

Some may think of the widow and
her two mites upon whom the Lord
pronounced a blessing in spite of the
corruption among church leaders at that
time. Others may reflect that we have no
evidence that the widow was aware of
the corruption, and that in any case there
was no representative church govern-
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ment such as we have now. Some will be
influenced by Ellen White's statemenl:

"God desires to bring men into direct
relation with Himself.... Every man has
beenmadea steward of sacred trusts; each is
10 discharge his trust according to the direc-
tion of the Giver; and by each an account of
his stewardship mlS! be rendered to God...
. We are responsible to invest this means
ourselves" Testimonies, vol. 7, 176-177

"Do we individually realize our true
position, that as God's hired servants we
are not to bargain away our steward-
ship? We have an individual accounl-
ability before the heavenly univcrse, 10
administer the trust commilled uS of
God." Testimonies to Ministers, 361-362

And we must not overlook the warn-
ings previously quoted that there are woes
upon those who consent to receive and
maintain ministers whose unsanetified
alliludes injure the work ofGod.

It has not been the purpose of this
study to givc dircctions to any person as to
his individual responsibility. It has been
our purpose to prove the following points:

1. There is no biblical or Spirit of
Prophecy evidence to support the view that
all tithe must, regardless ofciraunstances, be
paid through organizational channels. Such a
position might in some cases require that

outright apostaSy be supported by tithe,
which is far beyond theboundariesofreason.

2. We have been given through
God's appointed messenger an abun-
dance of clear warnings that there would
be a time when apostate ministers would
be preaching in many Seventh-day Ad-
ventist pUlpits, and that the apostasy
would sweep through the ranks of our
ministers and our members.

3. If we are to take Ellen White's
words at their face value, that time has at
least partially arrived, in that many minis-
ters arc now occupying Seventh-day Ad-
ventist pulpits who are preaching as !ruth
the devil's greatlic-that Christians can-
not stop sinning even through Ihe power of
Christ. By unmistakably clear Spirit of
Prophecy definition, such ministers are
"under the control of Satan."

Therefore, as Christian stewards
under God, we have a solemn responsi-
bility to fulfill in regard to our tithes and
our offerings.

May the Lord help each one of us to
prayerfully, carefully, and conscien-
tiously return the sacred tithe, as the
Lord has directed, for the support of the
ministry. May we never be confused and
uncertain as to what kind of ministry the
Lord deems worthy to receive the tithe.

And may we never be confused or
uncertain as to who is responsible for
the present tithe problem. The responsi.
bility must be placed squarely at the
doors of those who are preaching
among us the false doctrines of Cal·
vinism and the administrators who are
supporting and maintaining them in
their positions.

The messenger of the Lord coun-
seled parents, guardians of youlh, and
those who minister in the service of
God:

"When existing evils are not met and
checked, because men have too litlIe
courage to reprove wrong, or because
they have too litlle interest or arc too
indolent to tax their own powers in
pUlling forth earnest efforts to purify the
family or the church of God, they are
accountable for the evil which may re-
sull in consequence of neglect to do their
duty. We arc just as accountable for evils
that we might have checked in others, by
reproof, by warning, by exercise of
parental or pastoral authority, as if we
were guilty of the acls ourselves." Tes·
timonies, vol. 4, 516

May God give uS faith, courage, and
power in these troubled times to know
and do the will of the Lord. 0

AllAbout Tithe
U nfortunately we are hearing too much of what man thinks and only portions of what God

says regarding to whom the tithe is to be paid and how it is to be used-resulting in
considerable controversy. Truth in any subject is to be found in line-upon-Iine searching of
God's revealed will. The purpose of the bookAllAbout Tithe is to place in our hands everything
that the Lord has made available to us upon this subject-without the opinions or comments of
uninspired man. Thanks to the new Ellen G. White Writings on compact disc, we have available
a wealth of information previously accessible only to researchers. In association with the
counsels regarding tithe, one finds an abundance of inspiring and interesting information.
All About Tithe has approximately 365 pages and thus lends itself as a devotional book.

Spending a few minutes each day reading this book will prove to be of benefit to all.
Such a one will know for himself what God has said about this important subject and
will be better prepared to be in that group that will be found living in harmony with
"every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." Copies of this timely volume
may be ordered from Hope International for a suggested donation of only US$8 per
copy plus 15% for postage and handling ($1.50 minimum).
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Colin Standish is president ofHartland I"sti-
tute in Rapidan. Virginia.

Spirit, can minister to these materialistic
minds.

It is not a mystery that the Sevcnth-
day Adventist Church is affected in
very much the same way, generally, as
i the world at large. Most Adventists
come from humble backgrounds. But
we have a strong drive for education,
and emphasis upon development of
talents. Today we have a church rich in
professionals and artisans, many of
whom are more than ordinarily afOuent
in their lifestyle. Thus the same tempta-
tions to place material security at the
forefront have led to considerable
diminution of spiritual life in the
churches. It is most likely that today in
the major Western countries, Ihe Cau-
casian churches have fewer in attend-
ance on a given Sabbath day, than a
decade ago. Though the membership
records may indicate increases, the at-
tendance tells a different story.
The situation has been exacerbated

by the impotency of the relational
gospel, better known as the New The-
ology, now ravaging the church. This
"gospel" teaches that man is destined to
be imprisoned and enslaved by his sins
until Jesus comes. Thus, many of the
pure truths of the Adventist Church have
lost their centrality to preaching, and this
loss has had a devastating consequence
upon the lives of God's people.
The sanctuary message is no longer

central to our faith, for as it points to the
power of Christ to free from sin, it is in
shining contrast to the New Theology
which has minimized the judgmcnt-
hour message. The law of God, and
even the Sabbath, have been viewed
from an increasingly indifferent per-
spective. Therefore the nowcr of the
church, our youth, have marched out of
the church in unprecedented numbers to
the extent thaI in North America, ap-
proximately 72 percent of our youth arc
now leaving the Adventist Church.
Clearly, such tragic losses require
earnest re-evaluation of the direction of
our church. But we Can rest assured
that, just as God has a remedy, Satan
has a counterfeit.

In the last three decades, there has
been a similar process taking place in
mainstream Protestant churches. They,
too, have seen the youth departing from

who
said,

"It is eas-
ier for a

camel to go
through the eye of a

needle, than for a rich man
to enter into the kingdom ofGod."

T HERE is a faltering evangelistic Matthew 19:24
thrust in the Seventh-day Adventist Today even the middle class ofWest-

Church in the Western world. New and ern society lives in a materialistic para-
creative measures have been needed to dise superior to that of the wealthy of
revitalize the church in these areas. It is past generations. Therefore we can un-
important to note that the lack of spir- derstand, but not accept, the lack of
itual fervor in the Seventh-day Advent- spirituality among many in the Western
ist Church in the Western world paral- world.
leis a general lack of fervor for Chris- On the other hand, we realize that
tianity or religion as a whole. God's loving invitation is to reach out to

Seventh-day Adventists could hardly these people. We also recognize that it is
ignore the fact that the post-Second not sufficient to explain the reason for
World War affluence has been a signifi- the spirilual dearth, and that we as God's
cant contributing factor to the rapid de- people need to be examining the prin-
cline in spiritual matters. It was Jesus ciples by which God, through the Holy
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Men and women are not to study the science of
how to take captive the minds of those who
associate with them. This is the science that
Satan teaches. We are to resist everything of
the kind

the church in unprecedented numbers,
leaving their churches with diminished
attendance. While Pentecostal churches
and charismatic churches have bal-
looned in membership, traditional
churches have dramatically declined.

In the last twenty-five years, as the
population of the United States has
steadily increased, membership in the
mainline churches, such as the Presby-
terian, the Methodist, the Disciples of
Christ, the Congregationalists, the Epis-
copals, and others, has declined dramati-
cally. This decline has led to a desperate
effort to attract men and women back to
the empty pews.
Unquestionably, such mainline

churches have eyed with envy the dra-
matic successes of the Pentecostal and
the charismatic churches. Not a few of
them have adopted a form of worship
similar to that of the charismatics in
what is seen as a successful attempt to
revitalize their churches. This trend has
also led to the use of well-proven psy-
chological techniques in an endeavor to
bring men and women back to the
churches.

Many institutions, including perhaps
the best known among them, Fuller The-
ological Seminary in Southern Cal-
ifornia, have established strong pro-
grams in church growth, designed to
train men and women in the art of
reversing the declining membership of
the churches.

About fifteen years ago, a significant
number of Adventist ministers became
interested in stUdying these church-
growth techniques. A number of them
studied at Fuller Theological Seminary.
Here they learned techniques, formerly
foreign to our church, that have now
been introduced into Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Churches. At the same time,
others with highly advertised programs
have been attracted themselves to the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. Notable
among these has been Dr. John S. Sav-
age, founder and president of L.E.A.D.
Consultants, and an ordained minister of
the United Methodist Church. L.EAD.
is an acronym for Leadership, Educa-
tion, and Development. Dr. Savage has
spoken many, many times to Seventh-
day Adventist workers, and has pre-
sented to them new programs called Lab
1 and Lab 2 which are designed to teach
Neuro-Linguistic skills for communica-
tion and change. Many Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, both lay and clergy, have been
drawn into the programs.
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Lab 1 is essentially for the novice to
learn how to communicate, how to elicit
required responses, and to effectively
influence the decision-making of
others. It is important to recognize that
much in these programs is good, but
that is not a sufficient basis for us to be
satisfied. Indeed the Neuro-Linguistic
program is exceptionally dangerous,
totally unfit for Christians, though it is
dramatically impacting the fields of re-
ligion, education, counseling, and so
on.

It would take too long in this article
to go through the various issues of
Neuro-Linguistics and its program, but
I want to point out a few of the unchris-
tian methods that it employs. It is true
that many of these methods will not be
perceived in the early training pro-
grams, but step by step the student is led
into techniques incompatible with
Christianity. It is of great significance
to note that Dr. Savage is a member of
the United Methodist Church. This
church is one of the declining churches
in North America. We can confidently
predict that these techniques will not
help increase the membership of
churches, but in the end will be the
basis of decay and failure. God cannot
honor that which has its source in the

archdeceiver. Any apparent early gains
will soon evaporate as the blessing of
God is withdrawn.

Let us look at some of the bases of
this Neura-Linguistic program.

Magic and Hypnosis

In the books recommended for read-
ing on the Neuro-Linguistic program-
ming are Level One, Lewis and Pacelir,
Magic Demystijied; Level Two, Steven
Langton, PracticalMagic; Level Three,
Bandler's and Grinder's Pallerns of
Hypnotic Technique, and Grinder's and
Bandler's 7Talls-formatiolr, Level Four,
Bandler's and Grinder's The Structure of

Magic I and I/. Those books alone
should warn even the halfhearted Chris-
tian that this program is not built upon
God's principles. The very nature of
these books orients them toward pa-
ganism.

Many of the leading practitioners
and teachers are skilled, trained, practic-
ing hypnotherapists. Not only is the
student trained in hypnosis, he is also
trained in self-hypnosis. Of course, it is
argued that such hypnosis is used in an
appropriate and therapeutic way for the
person.

But there are many warnings against
hypnosis from the servant of the Lord.

"Neither one of you should study the
science [hypnosis1 in which you have
been interested. 10 study this science is
to pluck the fruit from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. God for-
bids you or any other mortal to learn or
to teach such a science." Mind, Charac-
ter and Personality, vol. 2, 716

"Men and women are not to study
the science of how to take captive the
minds of those who associate with
them. This is the science that Satan
teaches. We are to resist everything of
the kind. We are not to tamper with
mesmerism and hypnotism-the
science of the one who lost his first

estate and was cast out of the heavenly
courts." Ibid., 713

"The theory of mind controlling
mind was originated by Satan to intro-
duce himself as the chief worker, to put
human philosophy where divine philos-
ophy should be. Of all the errors that are
finding acceptance among professedly
Christian people, none is a more danger-
ous deception, none more certain to
separate man from God, than is this.
Innocent though it may appear, if exer-
cised upon patients, it will tend to their
destruction, not to their restoration."
Ibid., 712

In these Neuro-Linguistic programs,
advanced hypnotic techniques are used.



Often they are based on the Ericksonian
model.

Dr. Erickson also taught us how to
utilize and bypass pliant resistance by
embedding therapeutic intervention in
seemingly casual conversation. The New
England Institute ofNLP.

devil's own."Mind, Character, andPer-
sonality, vol. 2, 704

Regarding mind control, she further
says, "Satan controls both the mind
that is given up to be controlled by
another and the mind that controls."
Ibid., 709

Bulletin Board

Annual Camp Meetings
There are still a few camp meetings

coming up during the remainder of this
year.

Truth For Today Bulk Mailings
The Lord has moved upon many of

individuals and churches to sponsor bulk
mailings to their areas. By the time you
receive this announcement we expect to
have ordered our fifth printing of
100,000 copies of the newsprint edition
of Truth For Todily, Number 2. Bcgin-
ning October 1, a donation of just 20"
per magazine will cover the printing and
postage costs of full-coverage bulk mail-
ings. Please call or write for details if
you wish to sponsor a bulk mailing for
your area.

Yucaipa, CA-The Yucaipa Regional
Parkwill again be the location of this camp
meeting September11-15. For more infor-
mation, call (714) 796-3038 or 796-8706.

Hendersonville, NC-Hope Inter-
national is sponsoring a camp meeting at
the Bonclarken Assembly grounds, Sep-
tember 19-21. Call (206) 832-6602 for
more information.

Keene, TX-A mini camp meeting
will be sponsored by Steps to Life on
September 27-29. For more informa-
lion, call (316) 788-5559.
Hot Springs, AR-Steps to Life is

the sponsor of a camp meeting October
9-13. For more information, call (316)
788-5559.

Cancellation
The Roan Mountain, TN, camp

meeting has been cancelled.

Spanish Publications
For our Spanish friends who have

joined the remnant church, Nuestro
Firme FUlldmento offers the following
special issues to consolidate their faith
in the historical Adventist message: 1-
1888 Centennial. 2-Righteousness by
Faith. 3-Christ and His Sanctuary. 4-
Coming Events. 5-A Time for Choos-
ing. 6-Message to Laodicea. Suggested
donation for single copies is $2.00 each;
a subscription for 6 issues a year is just
U.S. $10.00. For Canada and Mexico,
the subscription is U.S. $13.50. Over-
seas (surface mail): U.S. $15.

Conditioning

There is also the opposite principle
from innate goodness, conditioning, ad-
vocated in some of the NLP material.
You will notice this principle in the
description of the training of one person.

"10 elicit adversive responses, the
therapist touches her lightly on the right
shoulder. 10 elicit positive responses, he
touches her lightly on the left shoulder.
In this way it is hoped to elicit the
behavior that the trainer is looking for."
Frogs to Princes, 102

Although I have never attended, and
have no intention of attending, an NLP
session, the very descriptive material
available is sufficient to warn us that this
training is designed by the arch-
deceiver. God has the answer to chwch
growth, and that is the latter rain, when a
power greater than the power of Pente-
cost will be poured out upon God's
faithful saints, and the message of salva-
tion will extend to every human on the
planet. But that power will be received
only by those who, in repentance, refor-
mation, and revival will be cleansed
from all sin and unrighteousness.

"Not one of us will ever receive the
seal of God while our characters have
one spot or stain upon them. It is left
with us to remedy the defects in our
characters, to cleanse the soul temple of
every defilement. Then the latter rain
will rail upon us as the early rain fell
upon the disciples on the Day of Pente-
cost." Testimonies, vo1. 5, 2140 .

Infallibility

There is an unbelievable claim of
infallibility in the program.

"With NLP there is no failure, no
resistance, no mistakes, only feedback."
NLP, page 3

It is easy to see how this concept can
be linked with the Greek pagan idea of
innate goodness; as it were, the god
within man has all the solutions to his
needs and his problems.

This principle is in sharp contrast
with the biblical principle, "Without me
ye can do nothing." John 15:5

Manipulation

"Associated with this deception is
oyert manipulation. Here is a typical
example. Once I was lecturing to two
hundred and fifty fairly astute austere
psychologists, being academic, talking
about representational systems and
books, and drawing equations. In the
middle of my academic lecture I just
walked up to the edge of the stage,
looked up for a moment, and said,
'That's weird,' then continued. A little
latcr I looked up and did il again:
'Well, that's really weird.' I did that a
couple morc times during my talk, and
most of the people in the first four or
five rows became fixated, staring at
this spot on the ceiling. Then I moved
ovcr to the side, and talked right
through to them. I could get arm levita-
tion and other unconscious responses."
Ibid., 91

Surely the reader can see the total
lack of Christian principles involved
here. Ellen White constantly warns
against one mind controlling another.

"I have spoken distinctly regarding
the dangerous science which says that
one person shall give up his mind to the
control of another. This science is the

Deception

This technique leads to a second aspect
of Newo-Linguistics---deception. As im-
plied in the statements above, the process
ofNewo-Linguistics is designed to bypass
the decision-making control of the petson.
Thken from one of the Newo-Linguistic
programming books,Frogs IlltoPrinces, is
this statement:
"If we had brought Linda up hete

and anchored her auditorily with voice
tonalities, you'd have no idea what we
did. The more covert you are, the better
off you will be in your private practice.
You can be very covert in the way you
touch. You can use tones of voice. You
can use words like parent, child, and
adult, or postures, gestures, expres-
sions." Frogs Into Princes, Richard
Bandler and John Grinder, 102, empha-
sis added
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Much Good and
Just a Little Seed of
Error

careful how you talk of
the gift of prophesying,
and state that I have said
this and that in reference
to this matter. Such state-
ments, 1 well know, eo-
courage men and women
and children to imagine
that they have special tight
in revelations from God,
when they have not re-
ceived such light. This, I
havc been shown, would
be one of Satan's master-
pieces of deception. You
are giving to the work a
mold which it wiU take
precious time andwearing
soul labor to correct, to
save the cause of God
from another spasm of
fanaticism.

Do you not think I
know something about
these matters? All along
our pathway to the
heavenly Canaan we see
many souls that have

made shipwreck of faith, and in
their false movcments have led
others astray through the suppoSi-
tion that they were led of God in
special revelations. I have had to
write many, many pages to cor-
rect these errors. I have been bur-

dened and oppressed night after night,
unable to sleep because of the agony of
my soul for God's heritage, His people,
who are in danger of being misled.
Many things in these visions and dreams
seem to be all straight, a repetition of
that which has been in the field for many
years; but soon they introduce ajot here,
a tillle of error there, just a little seed
which takes root and nourishes, and
many are defiled therewith.

Oh, I wish that we had far gTeater
wisdom in all things than we now have!
One thing every worker in the vineyard
of the Lord must learn, that is, to prac-
tice the prayer of Christ, to move as one
in Christ Jesus. Jesus prayed that His
disciples might be one, as He is one with

, -

'.

revclations were fulfilled, and this led
some to accept them as genuine....

God has not called Anna Phillips to
follow on after the testimonies He has
given to His people, and repeat their
purport. But such her work is and has
been. Persons did exactly the same thing
in thc first experience in this cause. We
had every phase of these false revela-
tions to meet.

How is it, my brother, that you have
taken up these communications, and pre-
sented them hefore the people, weaving
them in with the testimonies God has
given Sister White? Where is your evi-
dence that these are ofGod? You cannot be
too careful how you hear, how you re-
ceive, how you believe. You cannot be too

I Ellen G. White I

The Visions of
Anna Phillips

We read ill the Spirit of
Prophecy that Itlite time is
or halld whell past history
will be repeated."
Selected Messages, 113.
Olle of the mOllY ways we
see the trwil of tilis state-
melll is the popularity
which some of today's
false prophets are ex-
periencing. We submit
that the followillg cow,-
sel, given to a promille11l
leader of the Advelllist
church in the 1890'sl is
worth serious considera-
tioll today. -EDrroRS

I know that wc aTe
living very ncar the

close of this earth's his-
tOTY; startling events aTe
pTepaTing fOT develop-
ment. I am fully in haT-
mony with you in YOUT
wOTk when you pTesent
the Bible, and the Bible
alone, as the foundation
of our faith. Satan is an
artful foe, and he will
work where he is by
many least expected. I
have a message for you.
Did you suppose that God had
commissioned you to take the
burden of pTesenting the visions
of Anna Philiips, Teading them in
public, and uniting them with the
testimonies the Lord has been
pleased to give me? No, the Lord
has not laid upon you this burden. He
has not given you this work to do....
Do not belittle the work by mingling
with it productions that you have no
positive evidence aTe from the Lord of
life and glory....

My dear brother, I wish to present
before you some things concerning the
dangers that threaten the work at the
present time. The work of Anna Phillips
does not bear the signature of Heaven. I
know what I am talking about. In OUT
first experience in the infancy of this
cause we had to meet similaT manifesta-
tions. Many such revelations were
given, and we had a most disagTeeable
work in meeting this element and giving
it no place. Some things stated in these
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Now if the counterfeit bears so close a
resemblance to the genuine, is it not essential
to be on your guard, that no man deceive you?

the Father. The enemy is at work, to
divide, to scatter. Now as never before
he will make determined efforts to scat-
ter our forces. Above every other period
it is unsafe now for us to move out in
lines of our own. The truth for this time
is broad in its outlines, far reaching,
embracing many doctrines; but these
doctrines are not detached items, which
mean little; they arc united by golden
threads, forming a complete whole, with
Christ as the living center. The truths we
present from the Bible arc as firm and
immovable as the throne of God.

My brother, why should Elder Rand
yourself pursue the course you have
taken in regard to Anna Phillips without
a greater certainty that the Lord has
chosen her as His mouthpiece to the
people, His channcl through which to
communicate light? Uyou accept every-
thing of this order that shall come up
purporting to be a revelation from God,
if you continue to encourage these sup-
posed prophets as you have done, giving
the innuence of your testimony to sus-
tain their work, you will not be a safe
keeper of the Lord's heritage. The warn-
ings Christ has given mean something to
us. See Matthew 24:21-23

Satan will work with all deeeivable-
ness of unrighteousness to personate
Jesus Christ; if it were possible, he
would deceive the very elect. Now if the
counterfeit bears so close a resemblance
to the genume, is it not essential to be on
your guard, that no man deceive you?
Christ enforces His warnings, saying,
"Behold, 1 have told you before." Mat-
thew 24:25. Brethren, preach the Word,
call not the people to rest their faith upon
uncertain things or to place confidence
in the human agent. [ have the word
from the Lord. I was shown Elder R
before a number of persons reading from
the professed revelations of Anna Phil-
lips. A noble, dignified Person was pre-
sent, and with a grieved expression upon
His countenance He removed the written
document, placed in Brother R's hand
the Bible, and said, "Take the Word of
God as your textbook, 'All scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteous-
ness: that the man of God may be per-
fect' throughly furnished unto all good
works.' "2 Timothy 3:16-17

Those who search the Scriptures will
find explicit instruction as to what God
requires of them on points of practical
religious life. You are making a mistake

in calling the attention of the flock of
God from the Word, the unerring Word
of prophecy. Thke heed what you hear,
and be cautious what you receive. There
is need of caution lest the minds of the
little nock shall be found accrediting
that which is not the genuine work of the
Holy Spirit. There is very great danger
here. Satan is ever seeking to introduce
spurious material into the work, in order
that he may mar the testimony, and bring
discredit upon the truth. He would
mingle with it an clement that would be
a stumbling block in the pathway of
God's people.

The commandments of God and the
testimony of Jesus is the message we
have to bear to the world. The Word of
God is nol one-sided, it is truth to be
practiced. It is light extending on every
side like the rays of the sun. It is light to
lighten every man who will read and
understand and practice its teachings. "If
any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of
God, that giveth to all men liberally, and
upbraideth not; and it shall be given
him," James 1:5

"Believe Them Not"

I havc a message to you from the
Lord. Brother R is not engaged in the
work which the Lord would have him
do. God has given to every man his
work, and Brother R is stepping out of
the lines to which the Lord has ap-
pointed him. He cannot see the outcome
of this work which he has taken up.
Anna Phillips is being injured, she is led
on, encouraged in a work which will not
bear the test of God.

Anna Garrnire was thus injured. Her
father and mother made her believe that
her childish dreams were revelations from
God. Her father talked to the child as one
chosen of God; all her fancies and dreams
were written down as Arum's visions. She
had figures and symbols presented to her,
and had reproofs for her mother and for her
father. After a scathing reproof, there fol-

lowed the most flattering representations
of the wonderful things the Lord would do
for them. These things I was pointed to as
spurious, a deception. They descended to
the most minute and trifling matters, com-
mingled common, cheap things with im-
portant SUbjects. The imagination was
largely developed, there was a mingling of
the sacred and the common. The truth of
God was belittled, and yet some received
these pretended revelations, and carried
out their teaching. A little party was
formed who were apparently inspired by
them, and the visions were declared to be
more spiritual than the visions of Sister
White....

The Mingling of the Sublime and the
Ridiculous

I have received from God the warn-
ing which I now send to you. Anna
Phillips should not have been given the
encouragement she has had; it has been a
great injury to her-fastened her in a
deception. I am sorry that any of our
brethren and sisters are ready to take up

with these supposed revelations, and
imagine they see in them the divine
credentials. These things are not of the
right character to accomplish the work
essential for this time. Childish figures
and illustrations are employed in de-
scribing sacred, heavenly things, and
there is a mingling of the sublime and
the ridiculous. While the work has an
appearance of great sanctity, it is calcu-
lated to ensnare and mislead souls....

Various things will appear claiming
to be revelations from God, but which
now from the imagination of a conceited
and deceived mind. We had to meet
these things in our early experience.
There were youth and children as well as
those of mature age who claimed to be
led and taught of God, having a special
message to declare. They were springing
up on every side, having the truth on
some points, and error upon other points,
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These revelations are largely a repetition of
that which has been before the people in
publication for years; and yet mingled with this
are some things that will lead astray

For years the message from God came to
me, "Believe them not, for they lead into
false paths. God hath not sent them."

Test All So-Called Visions

As the report has been quite widely
circulated that Sister White has en-
dorsed what has been written and circu-
lated as revelations from God to Miss
Anna Phillips, I feel that it is my duty to
speak. 1 have not endorsed these pro-
ductions. Warnings have been given to
me in reference to them, that they will
most certainly mislead. Woven in them
will be statements that will lead to
extremes, and to wrong actions on the
part of those who accept them. It would
be well for our brethren and sisters to
move more cautiously, in accordance
with the light given them. They should
test these so-called visions before ac-
cepting them, and presenting them in
connection with the ligbt God has given
me. I see that our people are in danger
of making grave blunders and prema-
ture movements. God says of these
prophets that are springing up, "I have
not sent them, and yet they ran. Believe
them not."

But that which grieves me is that
some of our brethren have associated
the exercise of Anna Phillips with the
testimonies of Sister White, and have
presented the two to the people as one
and the same thing. Many have ac-
cepted the whole as proceeding from
me. And when the result of such pro-
ductions shall be seen in their true
character, when falsehoods are pre-
sented as truths from God, and in-
dividuals act upon these things, believ-
ing them to be a message from the Lord,
movements will be made that bear not
the divine credentials, doubt will be cast
upon the true work of the Spirit of
Prophecy. And the testimonies that God
sends to the people will bear the stigma
of these false utterances. These revela-
tions are largely a repetition of that
which has been before the people in
publication for years; and yet mingled
with this are some things that will lead
astray....

I have a warning to give to our
brethren, that they shall follow their
Leader and not run ahead of Christ. Let
there be no haphazard work in these
times. Beware of making strong expres-
sions which will lead unbalanced minds
to think that they have wonderful light
from God. The one who bears a message

to the people from God must exercise
perfect control. He should ever bear in
mind that the path of presumption lies
close beside the path of faith. In no case
should he make use of extravagant ex-
pressions' for a certain class aTC sme to
be affected, and influences are set in
motion that can no more be controlled
than can an iInpetuous horse. Once let
iInpulse and emotion get the mastery
over calm judgment, and there may be
altogether too much speed, even in
traveling a right road. He who travels
too fast, will find it perilous in more
ways than one. It may not be long before
he will branch off from the right road
into a wrong path.

Not once should feeling be allowed
to get the mastery over judgment. There
is danger of excess in that which is
lawful, and that which is not lawful will
surely lead into false paths. If there is not
careful, earnest, sensible work, solid as a
rock, in the advancement of every idea
and principle, and in every repre-
sentation given, souls will be ruined....
The greatest care should be exercised
concerning those who claim to receive
revelations from God. There needs to be
much close watching and much praying.
Those who arc acting a part in the great
work for these last days need to counsel
together in regard to every new thing
that shall be introduced, for no one
man's mind is to be left to judge of, or to
place before the pUblic, iInportant mat-
ters which have a relation to the cause of
God.

Without Sufficient Evidence

I want to say just as little as possible
in regard to Anna Phillips. The less this
matter is talked over and agitated, the
better. There is a "dead fly in the oint-
ment." Before this reaches you, you
will have received a letter giving a more
complete statement in regard to what
we may expect in the case. I am more

sorry than I can express to you that the
matter has been handled unwisely. We
shall have scores of just such develop-
ments, and if our leading brethren shall
catch up things of this character and
endorse them as they have done in this
case, we shall have one of the most
sweeping tidal waves of fanaticism that
has been seen in our experience. There
will be the wildest performances. Satan
has already begun his work. To give
ready credence to these things, and
make loose, unguarded statements en-
dorsing them without sufficient evi-
dence of their genuine character, is one
of Satan's devices. The Lord Jesus has
certainly given cautions sufficient in

regard to this matter, so that none need
be deceived.
In such cases as these, it is essential

that we let our moderation be seen. The
Lord is at hand. We cannot afford to
work in such a way as those have done
who have given the productions of
Anna Phillips to our churches without
clear and certain evidence that God is
speaking to His people through her.
For our ministers to rush a thing before
the people as bearing the divine cre-
dentials, unless they know for a surety
that it is of God, will do a work that
God has told them not to do. Many
things intended to deceive will come,
bearing some of the marks of truth. Just
as soon as these shall be set forth as the
great power of God, Satan is all ready
to weave in that which he has prepared
to lead souls from the truth for this
tiIne....

Error Bears Inscription of'Iruth

Every conceivable message is com-
ing to counterfeit the work of God, and
always bearing the inscription of truth
upon its banner. ...

It is no light matter to substitute for
God's revealed will, opinions and asser-
tions, dreams, symbols, and figures from
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human, finite beings. Our actions,
words, spirit, and influence are watched
and criticizcd. Those whom God has
chosen to be His ministers are to settle
solidly into His Word, and let the Word
ofGod be their authority....

At this time above all others, hasty
jUdgment, opinions formed carelessly,
without sufficient evidence, may lead
to most disastrous results. When we
trace from cause to effect, we shall find
that harm has thus been done which in
some cases can never be remedied. Oh,
what wisdom and fine spiritual percep-
tions are needed in giving food to the
flock of God, that it be pure provender,
thoroughly winnowed. The natural,
hereditary traits of the character need a
firm curb, else earnest zeal, good pur-
poses, will run into evil, and the excess
of feeling will produce such impres-
sions upon human hearts that they will
be carried away by impulse and will
allow impressions to become their
guide.

A curb must be kept upon the spir-
itual impulse, that no injudicious
words shall be spoken, no overwrought
ideas expressed, that shall cause impul-
sive persons to lose their bearings.
There are some whose feelings are
quickly stirred by strong assertions,
and their imagination magnifies the
statement to large dimensions; it all
appears real to them, and they become
fanatical. The spiritual experience is
fevered, diseased. When persons yield
their will in perfect submission to the
will of God, and the spirit is humble
and teachable, the Lord will correct
them by His Holy Spirit, and lead them
into safe paths.

"Nothing Objectionable" an Unsound
Basis for Acceptance

You may be perplexed to know just
what is the best course to pursue in
reference to the writings of Anna Phil-
lips. I would suggest that nothing
should be done rashly. I feel very
tenderly toward this sister. I would not
say or do anything to harm her. And as
the writings have been so eagerly
grasped and scattered broadcast with so
little test and proving, let there be no
abrupt moves to call them in and de-
stroy them as if they were poison.
Where they have already been sent out
with the sanction of our responsible
men, let them remain. 1b make abrupt
moves now would do harm.

The great wonder to me is that our
brethren should accept these writings be-
cause they could see nothing objectionable
in them. Why did they not consider what
there is in them that is of a character to be
endorsed and sent forth with the power of
influence which gives them their force?
There are many things I shall not

say now, which it will be necessary to
say hereafter. While I would do nothing
to hurt this sister, I would not dare to
keep silent. ... I am placed in a peculiar
position, and this matter should never
have been so treated as to make it
necessary for me to speak on such a
subject. It hurts my heart to do it, and
were it not that I see the future dangers,
I would not utter one word in regard to
the matter, but would let it develop, and
leave my brethren and sisters to pursue
their own course in regard to these
manifestations, which are not at all
peculiar.... I fail to sec in the writings
of Sister Phillips anything of a character
that should create such movements as
have been made. And if things of this
nature are to be so eagerly grasped, you
will have plenty of them, varied in some
respects, yet such as you could treat
with as much confidence. I am so sorry,
so sorry.

You seem to think I should be able
to point out just where the particularly
objectionable sentiments lie. There is
nothing so very apparent in that which
has been written; you have been able to
discover nothing objectionable; but this
is no reason for using these writings as
you have done. Your course in this
malter is decidedly objectionable. Is it
necessary that you should discern at
once something that would produce
harm to the people of God, to make you
cautious? If nothing of this kind ap-
pears, is this a sufficient reason for you
to set your endorsement to these writ-
ings? ...

Do not spread abroad writings of this
character without more consideration
and deep insight as to the after con-
sequences of your course of action....

Fanaticism will appear in the very
midst of us. Deceptions will come, and
of such a character that if it were
possible they would mislead the very
elect. If marked inconsistencies and un-
truthful utterances were apparent in
these manifestations, the words from the
lips of the Great Teacher would not be
needed. It is because of the many and
varied dangers that would arise, that this
warning is given. The reason why I hang

out the danger signal is that through the
enlightenment of the Spirit of God I can
see that which my brethren do not dis-
cern. It may not be a positive necessity
for me to point out all these peculiar
phases of deception that they will need
to guard against. It is enough for me to
tell you, Be on your guard; and as
faithful sentinels keep the flock of God
from accepting indiseriminately all that
professes to be communicated to them
from the Lord.
If we work to create an excitement

of feeling, we shall have all we want,
and more than we can possibly know
how to manage. Calmly and clearly
"preach the word." 2 Timothy 4:2. We
must not regard it as our work to create
an excitement. The Holy Spirit of God
alone can create a healthy enthusiasm.
Let God work, and let the human agent
walk softly before Him, watching,
waiting, praying, looking unto Jesus
every moment, led and controlled by
the precious Spirit which is light and
life.

The people want a sign, as in the
days of Christ. Then the Lord told them
that no sign should be given them. The
sign that should be manifest now and
always is the working of the Holy Spirit
upon the mind of the teacher, to make
the Word as impressive as possible. The
Word of God is not a dead, dry theory,
but spirit and life. Satan would like
nothing belter than to call minds away
from the Word, to look for and expect
something outside of the Word to make
them fcel. They should not have their
attention called to dreams and visions. If
they would have eternal life, they must
eat the flesh and drink the blood of the
Son of God. 0

SelectedMessages, book 2, 85-95

"Whell the word from E/lell White COII-
cerning her work came toAnna Phillips'
attention, she heartily accepted the mes-
sage alld repudiated her claims. She
became a trusted Bible instructor, and
died after years of faithful service."-
Arthur White, The Australian Years, 131
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