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T HE great disappointment of the
Millerites of 1844 hung like dark

clouds of despair and discouragement.
It was as dark as midnight without the
moon. October 23 was a very dark day
in their experience. What should they
do; where could they go? Hiram
Edson's experience in the cornfield
that day brought a faithful few together
for prayer and further study of God's
Word and His plan. T1tis group of
young people became the pioneers of
the Seventh-day Adventist ehweh.

In the midst of this group knelt a 17-
year old girl in vision. The gift of
prophecy now became the guiding star
to a remnant. They were poverty-
stricken, uneducated in the standards of
the academics of worldly universities,
but rich in faith. With a great passion to
know truth, and on their knees with Bi-
bles and concordances, they were led
by the Spirit of Prophecy as they sepa-
rated the grand truths of the apostolic
faith from the rubbish of errors of the
Papacy and apostate Protestantism. The
result of such study gave birth to God's
remnant church-the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Chweh. Ellen White portrays
the experience in these prophetic words:
"A line of truth extending from that

time to the time when we shall enter
the city of God, was made plain to me,
and I gave to others the instruction that
the Lord had given me." Special Tes-
timonies, Series B, 50

The sacred doctrines recovered by
these diligent pioneers are clearly
stated by the words of our prophet:

"The passing of the time in 1844
was a period of grcat events, opening
to our astonished eyes the cleansing of
the sanctuary transpiring in heaven,
and having decided relation to God's
people upon the earth, the first and sec-
ond angels' messages and the third, un-
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fWling the banner on which was in-
scribed, 'The commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus.' One of the land-
marks under this message was the
temple of God, seen by His truth-
loving people in heaven, and the ark
containing the law of God. The light of
the Sabbath of the fourth command-
ment flashed its strong rays in the path-
way of the transgressors of God's law.
The nonimmortality of the wicked is an
old landmark. I can call to mind noth-
ing more that can come under the head
of the old landmarks. AU this cry about
changing the old landmarks is all imagi-
nary." Counsels to Writers and Editors,
3G-31

These became our waymarks--the
pillars of our faith, the cleansing of the
sanctuary, the three angels' messages
recorded for us in Revelation 14:6-12,
the unchangable law of God, the im-
mortal sabbath truth of the seventh day
and nonimrnortality of the nature of
man.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church
was built on the foundation of these
great Bible truths, the landmarks which
can never be changed.

How the devil hates these mar-
velous truths! He has sought from our
beginning, through distortions, false
theories, fanaticism and liberalism to
destroy the landmarks of our faith. It
may be that his greatest success has
come in the attempt to discredit ow
prophet, Ellen White. She saw this at-
tempt.

"Satan is ... eonstantly pressing in
the spurious-to lead away from the
truth. The very last deception of Satan
will be to make of none effect the testi-
mony of the Spirit of God. 'Where
there is no vision, the people perish,'
Proverbs 29: 18. Satan will work in-
geniously, in different ways and
through different agenCies, to unsettle
the confidence of God's remnant
people in the true testimony." Selected
Messages, book 1, 48

By discrediting the prophet, Satan
has been successfully undermining the

foundation ofAdventism-the pillars
and landmarks.

God's messenger gives this warn-
ing:

"The Lord has declared that the his-
tory of the past shall be rehearsed as
we enter upon the closing work. Every
truth that He has given for these last
days is to be proclaimed to the world.
Every pillar that He has established is
to be strengthened. We cannot now step
off the foundation that God has estab-
lished. We cannot now enter into any
new organization; for this would mean
apostasy from the truth." SelectedMes-
sages, book 2, 390

We are the remnant church of God.
TItis title stands on the identification
given in Revelation 12:17 and 19:10.

Those only who learn to keep all
the commandments with faith in Jesus,
and keep the Sabbath according to
Isaiah 58:13, are the real enemies of
the great deceiver Satan.

"And the dragon was wroth with
the woman, and went to make war with
the remnant of her seed, which keep
the commandments of God, and have
the testimony of Jesus Christ." Revela-
tion 12:17
See Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 10,50,

136; Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 608-609
It is these faithful few with whom

Satan is now angry. It is these, who
would rather die than sin, that make up
God's army in the final battle in the
great controversy.

The great test is now before the
remnant people in his final hour. See
Tire Sevelllir-dayAdvellIist Bible Com-
mellIary, vol. 7, 976

The mark of the beast or the seal of
God will soon be placed upon the six
billion inhabitants of Planet Earth. Let
us now hold fast to our landmarks, our
pillars, and endure to the end of our
race and receive the victor's crown
from the hand of our loving Lord and
Saviour.

RON SPEAR-EDITOR
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ASabbath Reform Needed
A s long as the children of Israel

obeyed God, they were prosper-
ous; but when they departed from Him
in disobeying His law, they brought
upon themselves humiliation and dis-
tress. They were made to realize that
their defense was of God, and that when
His protection was withdrawn they were
feeble, exposed to the ravages of their
enemies. But though they were carried
away into captivity, the eye of God was
upon them; for they were to preserve the
knowledge ofHis law until the promised
Messiah should come.
One of the principal ways in which

the Jews departed from God was in the
desecration of the Sabbath. The heathen
around them disregarded God's holy
day, and through association with these
idolatrous neighbors many had been led
to imitate their example. Some not only
traded with heathen merchants on the
Sabbath day, but tried to overcome the
scruples of their more conscientious
countrymen, and lead them into the sin
of Sabbathbreaking. Thus to a great
extent the sacredness of the Sabbath was
destroyed.
At this time Nehemiah was God's

chosen instrument to effect a reforma-

tion among His people, and to deliver
them from the oppression of their ene-
mies. The circumstances were dis-
couraging; but Nehemiah was a man of
courage and fidelity. He caused the
people to be instructed in the law they
had broken. Precept by precept it was
carefully explained, that all might fully
understand the will of God.
The Jews acknowledged that their

deplorable condition was the result of
their transgressions; and in a general
assembly, the Levites, as the repre-
sentatives of the people, confessed the
goodness of God in His dealings with
them, and their ingratitude and sins as a
nation. Having suffered punishment for
their sins, and acknowledged the justice
of God in His dealings with them, the
Israelites covenanted to obey His law.
And that it might be a sure covenant, and
preserved in a permanent form, it was
written out; and the priests, the Levites,
and the princes "sealed unto it." They
had a clear understanding of the claims
of God and of the character of sin; and
with those who had real principle, to sec
and understand was to act.
The church of today has followed in

the steps of the Jews of old in setting aside

the commandments of God.
She has changed the ordi
nance, broken the everlasting
covenant, and now, as then,
pride, unbelief, and infidelity
are the result.

We need Nehemiahs
now, faithful men who shall
arouse the people to see
how far they are from God
through their transgres-
sions. Said the psalmist, "It
is time for Thee, LoRD, to
work: for they have made
void thy law." Psalm
119:126. These words are
as applicable at the present
time as they were in the
days of the psalmist. The
whole Christian world
should search the Scriptures
for themselves; for the law
of God is made void by the
teaching in the pulpits. The
papal power has thought to
change the law by institut-
ing a Sabbath for the world
and the Christian church;
and this spurious Sabbath is
exalted and revered, whil'

the Sabbath of Jehovah is trampled
beneath unholy feet. But will the Lord
degrade His law to meet the standard
of men? Will He accept a man-made
institution in place of the Sabbath
which He has sanctified and blessed?
No; the convenience or profit of men is
not to interfere with the claims of God,
for He is a jealous God. He does not
alter His precepts to gratify the desires
of the ambitious or the covetous. "Thus
saith the Lord" is sufficient to settle all
controversy.

He who instituted the Sabbath has
never changed it to another day. He
rested on a definite day, and blessed and
sanctified a definite day, andHe requires
the human family to observe that de-
finite day. The position that God blessed
and sanctified a seventh part of time, and
no day in particular, is a deception. By
this means many have become so con-
fused that they regard God's holy rest-
day as possessing no special sacredness.
Because the world do so, they feel at
liberty to set the Bible Sabbath aside,
and select one that suits their own con-
venience; and ministers of the gOSpf
assure their congregations that this
course is right.

Ellen G. White
4 Our Firm Foul/datioll May 1991



By exalting the Sabbath in the family, it may
ae made the most interesting day in the week,
so that its weekly return will be hailed with joy
by every member of the family

There is need of a Sabbath reform
among those who profess to observe
God's holy rest-day. Many seek to
nlease themselves rather than to honor
30d. Some discuss business mallers
and lay plans on the Sabbath; and God
looks upon this in the same light as
though they engaged in the actual trans-
action of business. Others enter into
partnership with men who have no re-
spect for the Sabbath. If, for the sake of
gain, a Sabbathkeeper allows the busi-
ness in which he has an interest to be
carried on on the Sabbath by his un-
believing partner, he is equally guilty
with the unbeliever; and it is his duty to
dissolve the relation, however much he
may lose by so doing. He should not
allow men in his employ, paid by his
money, to work on the Sabbath. Men
may think they cannot afford to obey
God in their business affairs; but they
cannot afford to disobey Him. He will
not allow carelessness in the observ·
ance of the Sabbath to pass unpunished.
If we would enjoy His blessing, the
Sabbath must be kept holy.

Divine mercy has directed that the
sick and suffering be cared for; the labor
required to make them comfortable is a
work of necessity, and no violation of
the Sabbath. But all unnecessary work
should be avoided. Many carelessly put
off until the beginning of the Sabbath
lillie things that should have been done
on the day of preparation. This should
not be. Any work that is neglected until
the commencement of holy time, should
remain undone until the Sabbath is past.
This course might help the memory of
these thoughtless ones, and make them
more careful to do their own work on the
six working days.

1b keep the Sabbath holy, we should
not even allow our minds to dwell upon
things of a worldly character. Yet it is
not necessary that we shut ourselves
away from nature, and deprive ourselves
of the free, invigorating air of heaven.

The Sabbath was made to be a blessing
to man, by calling his mind from secular
labor to contemplate the goodness and
glory of God. It is necessary that the
people of God assemble statedly for His
worship, to interchange thoughts in re-
gard to the truths of His Word, and to
devote a portion of time to prayer. But
these seasons, even upon the Sabbath,
should not be made tedious by their
length and lack of interest. During a
portion of the day, all should have an
opportunity to be out-of-doors.

Parents, why not make use of the
precious lessons God has given you in
the book of nature to give your children
a correct idea of His character? Go and
sit with them in the groves or bright
sunshine, and give their restless minds
something to feed upon by conversing
with them on the wonderful works of
God. Call their allention to the tokens of
God's love to man as seen in His crea-
tive works, and their young minds will
be allracted and interested, and their
hearts will be inspired with love and
reverence.

All who love God should do what
they can to make the Sabbath a delight,
holy and honorable. They cannot do
this by seeking their own pleasure in
sinful, forbidden amusements. But by
exalting the Sabbath in the family, it
may be made the most interesting day
in the week, so that its weekly return
will be hailed with joy by every mem-
ber of the family. In no belter way can
parents exalt and honor the Sabbath
than by devising means to impart
proper instruction to their children and
to interest them in spiritual things,
giving them correct views of the char-
acter of God and what He requires of
them in order to allain to eternal life.
Parents, make the Sabbath a delight,
that your children may look forward to
it, and have a welcome for it in their
hearts. Thus will God be honored in the
horne.

When Nehemiah moved out as a
reformer and deliverer in Israel, he was
actuated by love to God and anxiety for
the prosperity of His people. His heart
was in the work he had undertaken; and
his hope, his energy, his enthusiasm, his
determination of character, were con-
tagious, and inspired others with the
same courage and lofty purpose that
animated him. Each man became a Ne-
hemiah in his own sphere, and helped to
make stronger the hand and heart of his
neighbor; and soon feebleness was
succeeded by strength and courage.

Here is a lesson for ministers and
others who are laboring for the salvation
of souls. Christian laborers should
manifest the same zeal and earnestness
that characterized Nehemiah. If minis-
ters are inactive and irresolute, destitute
of godly zeal, what can be expected of
those to whom they minister? In some
instances they may rise above the moral
level of their teachers, but not often. But
when ministers broaden their plans, and
show that they are in earnest, the people
will respond to their efforts; and dis-
united, dispirited workers will become
united, strong, hopeful, and eager.

It is a sin to be heedless, purposeless,
and indifferent in any work in which we
may engage, but especially in the work
ofGod. Every enterprise connected with
His cause should be carried forward
with energy, thought, and earnest
prayer. Faithful standard-bearers for
God and His truth are wanted, and many
are ready to respond to the call. As these
see the iniquity and violence that exist in
consequence of making void the law of
God, they will see greater reason than
ever to reverence that law, and will
highly prize its righteous, restraining
influences. Contempt and reviling in-
crease their love for the precepts of
Jehovah. With David they will say: "I
love Thy commandments above gold;
yea, above fine gold." Psalm 119:127 0

The Signs of rhe Times, vol. 2, 39-40
(May 20, 1886)

"To keep the Sabbath holy,
we should not even allow
our minds to dwell upon
things ofa worldly charac-
ter." Patriarchs and Proph.
ets, 307
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The Greatest SinAmong Us
WEare Seventh-day Adventists be-

cause of the seventh-day Sabbath
of the Old and New Thstaments. Doc-
trines such as the sanctuary, three an-
gels' messages, the nonintrnortality of
the soul, and others, are our landmarks.
But we are known around the world
mainly because we go to church on
Saturday instead of Sunday.

Unfortunately, very few Seventh-
day Adventists are keeping Sabbath
holy. They are keeping Saturday as a
holiday, not as a holy day-what
tragedy! This was the great sin of the
ancient church in Jeremiah's, day. The
messenger of the Lord portrays the sad
story of God's church in Jeremiah's day:
"Jeremiah called their attention re-

peatedly to the counsels given in Deuter-
onomy. More than any other of the
prophets, he emphasized the teachings
of the Mosaic law and showed how these
might bring the highest spiritual bless-
ings to the nation and to every individual
hean. 'Ask for the old paths, where is the
good way, and walk therein,' he
pleaded, 'and ye shall find rest for your
souls.' Jeremiah 6:16
"On one occasion, by command of

the Lord, the prophet took his position at

one of the principal entrances to the city
and there urged the importance of keep-
ing holy the Sabbath day. The inhabit-
ants of Jerusalem were in danger of
losing sight of the sanctity of the Sab-
bath, and they were solemnly warned
against following their secular pursuits
on that day. A blessing was promised on
condition of obedience. 'If ye diligently
hearken unto Me,' the Lord declared,
and 'hallow the Sabbath day, to do no
work therein; then shall there enter into
the gates of this city kings and princes
sitting upon the throne of David, riding
in chariots and on horses, they, and their
princes, the men of Judah, and the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem: and this city shall
remain for ever.' Jeremiah 17:24--25

"This promise of prosperity as the
reward of allegiance was accompanied by
a prophecy of the terrible judgments that
would befall the city should its itthabitants
prove disloyal to God and His law. If the
admonitions to obey the Lord God of their
fathers and to hallow His Sabbath day
were not heeded, the city and its palaces
would be utterly destroyed by fire."
Prophets ondKillgs, 411-412

The leaders, priests and people were
desecrating God's holy day. Caravans

were allowed through the
gates of the city on the Sab-
bath; merchandizing wa,
carried on in secret and fi-
nally in the open. God sent
His prophet to warn the
leaders and people, but the
warnings were nol heeded.
Again the prophet speaks:

"A refusal to heed the
invitation of mercy thal God
was now offering would
bring upon the impenitent
nation the judgments that
had befallen the northern
kingdom of Israel over a
century before. The mes-
sage to them now was: 'If ye
will not hearken to Me, to
walk in My law, which I
have set before you, to
hearken to the words of My
servants the prophets, whom
I sent unto you, both rising
up early, and sending them,
but ye have not hearkened;
then will I make this house
like Shiloh, and will make
this city a curse to all the
nations of the earth.'

Jeremiah 26:4-6.
"Those who stood in the temple

coun listening to Jeremiah's discourse
understood clearly this reference to
Shiloh, and to the time in the days of Eli
when the Philistines had overcome
Israel and carried away the ark of the
testament." Ibid., 415-416

The penalty for the church's apos-
tasy and failure to heed the calls to
repentance sent through Jeremiah the
prophet was 70 years of captivity in
Babylon.

Without doubt the greatest sin today
in the Seventh-day Adventist Church is
Sabbathbreaking. Very few of us are
keeping Sabbath according to Isaialt
58:13,14:

"If thou turn away thy foot from the
Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on My
holy day and call the Sabbath a delight,
the holy of the LoRD, honourable; and
shalt honour Him, not doing thine own
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure,
nor speaking thine own words: Then
shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD;
and I will cause thee to ride upon the
high places of the earth, and feed thee
with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for
the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it."

6 Our Firm FOUl/dation May 1991



What a lesson is this to men holding positions of
responsibility today in the church of God! What a
solemn warning to deal faithfully with wrongs
that bring dishonor to the cause of truth!

It is often the case that only half of
ow people show up for Sabbath School
on Sabbath morning. Where are the other
50 percent of God's people who are
.bsent from Sabbath services? Sabbath
School is commonly followed by irrever-
ent visiting with the discussion of
worldly activities in God's sanctuary.
Many children, who are old enough, are
not taught the sacredness ofGod's house,
and they cause disruption. This is fol-
lowed by swnptuous Sabbath meals that
may even be cooked on Sabbath without
prior preparation, or perhaps by a eon-

clave of church members in a restaurant.
Frequently there is unnecessary travel-
ing, and Sabbath afternoon naps, while
waiting for the sun to set. Then it is back
to the TV to take in all the world can offer
.n entertainment. Saturday night is usu-
ally a family night when the family bows
before the god of this world.

Let us not forget what happened to
the ancient chwch in Jeremiah's day:

"In like manner, during the days of
Jeremiah, the inhabitants of Judah were
prone to believe that a strict observance
of the divinely appointed services of the
temple would preserve them from a just
punishment for their wicked cowse.

"What a lesson is this to men holding
positions of responsibility today in the
church of God! What a solemn warning
to deal faithfully with wrongs that bring
dishonor to the cause of truth! Let none
who claim to be the depositaries of
God's law flatter themselves that the
regard they may outwardly show toward
the commandments will preserve them
from the exercise of divine justice. Let
none refuse to be reproved for evil, nor
charge the servants of God with being
too zealous in endeavoring to cleanse
the camp from evil-doing. A sin-hating
God calls upon those who claim to keep
His law to depart from all iniquity. A
neglect to repent and to render willing
obedience will bring upon men and
women today as serious consequences

as came upon ancient Israel. There is a
limit beyond which the judgments of
Jehovah can no longer be delayed. The
desolation of Jerusalem in the days of
Jeremiah is a solemn warning to modem
Israel, that the counsels and admonitions
given them through chosen instrumen-
talities cannot be disregarded with impu-
nity." Prophets andKings, 416-417

Let us remember that God burned
ow institutions in Battle Creek because
of their neglect and disobedience to His
instructions. See Series B, No. 26, p. 25,
26, 33

Our greatest danger is that we will
refuse to admit our apostasy, our disobe-
dience to God's commandments and His
plans given through His prophets. In this
crisis how, with probation about to close
for the church and the world, let us turn
from our Sabbathbreaking and ow rebel-
lion against God's words as revealed
through the gift of prophecy. The seal of
God will be placed only upon those who
have learned to keep holy the Sabbath as
God has so clearly outlined in Isaiah
58:13. The prophet gives us this warning:

UNot one of us will ever receive the
seal ofGodwhile our characters have one
spot or stain upon them. It is left with us
to remedy the defects in our characters, to
cleanse the soul temple of every defile-
ment. Then the latter rain will fall upon
us as the early rain fell upon the disciples
on the Day of Pentecost." Testimonies to
the Church, Vol. 5, 214

"The class who do not feel grieved
over their own spiritual declension, nor
mown over the sins ofothers, will be left
without the seal of God." Testimonies to
the Church, Vol. 5, 211
The great and final test is soon to

come to every member of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. Ellen White de-
scribes it with these prophetic words:

"This is the test that the people of
God must have before they are sealed.
All who prove their loyalty to God by
observing His law, and refusing to ac-

cept a spurious sabbath, will rank under
the banner of the Lord God Jehovah, and
will receive the seal of the living God."
The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Com-
mentary, vol. 7,976

"The Lord has shown me clearly that
the image of the beast will be formed
beforeprobation closes; for it is to be the
great test for the people ofGod by which
their eternal destiny will be decided."
Ibid.
Those who do not observe Sabbath

now as God has commanded will fail the
test in the futwe, unless true repentance
and reformation occurs. True Sab-
bathkeeping is the seal of the living God.
Only those who learn to keep Sabbath
here will keep it with Jesus in the new
earth. It will be most difficult for
leaders, pastors and laity to admit that
we are disobedient to God's plans, His
commandments, by not keeping the Sab-
bath holy. How many Seventh-day Ad-
ventists are ready on Friday evening
before the sun has set, to welcome the
Sabbath? How many have their homes
swept and clean, baths taken, shoes
shined, food prepared, and are found
kneeling around the family altar, raising
their voices in songs of praise to the God
of the Sabbath before the setting sun has
announced another Sabbath?

Let us not forget that the same God
who allowed the church to go into cap-
tivity in Jeremiah's day is the same God
today. God has been long-suffering and
patient with His remnant people, but
soon there will come a day of reckoning,
of judgment.

"The Lord is not slack concerning
His promise, as some men eount slack-
ness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not
willing that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance." 2 Peter
3:9

God help us now to repent and re-
form quickly before it is too late, is my
prayer. 0

"Had the Sabbath been
universally kept, man's
thoughts alld affections
would have been led to the
Creator as the object of
reverence and worship, alld
there would Ilever have
been an idolater, an atheist,
or all infideL" Great Con-
troversy, 438
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of so little moment in his eyes, was in the
eyes ofGod a matter of great importance;
for he had disregarded the word of the
Lord. One man of the tribe of Judah had
sinned; for he took of the accursed thing,
and the anger of the Lord was kindled
against the children of Israel. Because of
this one man's sin, the presence of the
Lord was withdrawn from the armies of
Israel. The Lord would not serve with
their sins. When the children of Israel
went up against Ai, they were defeated,
and came back discomfited; for thirty-six
warriors had been slain, and the hearts of
the people melted and became as water.
They were astonished that the Lord had
not given them the victory, as He had
done in the past. The General of armies
was not with them, the armies of heaven
had been withdrawn, and the children of
Israel had been left to plan for themselves,
and to arrange for the battle as their own
human wisdom might dictate.

When they came back in disgrace,
overcome by the enemy, "Joshua rent his
clothes, and fell to the earth upon his face
before the ark of the Lord until the even-
tide, he and the elders of Israel, and put
dust upon their heads. And Joshua said,
Alas, 0 loRDGod, wherefore hast thou at
all brought this people over Jordan, to
deliver us into the hand of the Amorites,
to destroy us? Would to God we had been
content, and dwelt on the other side Jor-
dan! 0 loRD, what shall I say, when Israel
tumeth their backs before their enemies!
For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants
of the land shall hear of it, and shall
environ us round, and cut off our name
from the earth: and what will thou do unto
thy great name?" Joshua 7:6-9

You can see by the prayer of Joshua,
if you have spiritual discernment, that
that which was esteemed by Achan as a
very little thing, was the cause of great
anguish and sorrow to the responsible
men of Israel; and this is always the case
when it is manifest that the Lord is angry

Lessons from the
Experience

ofAchan

ofChristianity is robbing the church of its
vitality and power. The banner ofpiety, of
Bible religion, has been trailing in the
dust, because those who claim to be
followers of Jesus Christ follow their own
ways, and conform to a standard which
God has not given them, but one they have
erected for themselves. But those who
make a profession ofChristianity, and yet
fail to have true piety, are false lights,
false sign-boards, pointing in a wrong
direction. They call evil good, and good
evil, darkness light, and light darkness.
While clainting to be righteous, they in-
dulge in loose practices after the order of
the ungodly man, who has not the love or
fear of God before his eyes. They fail to
bring the principles of the truth they
profess to believe into their life-practices,
and regard their sins and errors as trifling
things.

When Achan stole the golden wedge
and the Babylonish garment, he also
thought it was a trifling matter, although
God had commanded that all the goods of
Jericho should be devoted to utter destruc-
tion. Achan thought it was but a little thing
to benefit himself by the goods that were
to perish if he did not appropriate them.
But history shows us that that which was

THE show of their countenance doth
witness against them; and they de-

clare their sin as Sodom, they hide it not.
Woe unto their soul! for they have re-
warded evil unto themselves. Say ye to
the righteous, that it shall be well with
him: for they shall eat the fruit of their
doings." Isaiah 3:9-10. "Woe unto them
that call evil good, and good evil; that
put darkness for light, and light for
darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and
sweet for bitter! Woe unto them that are
wise in their own eyes, and prudent in
their own sight! ... Therefore as the fire
devoureth the stubble, and the flame
consumeth the chaff, so their root shall
be as rottenness, and their blossom shall
go up as dust: because they have cast
away the law of the loRD of hosts, and
despised the word of the Holy One of
Israel." Isaiah 5:20-21, 24

The eyes of the Lord God of Israel are
too pure to behold iniquity, and these
utterances of the Lord through His proph-
ets need to be considered by all who claim
to be His people. God requires that every
man, woman, and youth should perfect a
Christian character. The command is, "Be
ye holy; for I am holy." See Leviticus
11:44--45. Conformity to a low standard
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The Lord had told Joshua just what Achan had
done; but so many are led by human sympathy,
and the wrong-doer is so often excused, that
the Lord meant to give Israel a lesson which
should be also of benefit to us in our day

with His people. It is the men upon whom
rests the burden of the work, who most
keenly feel the weight of the people's
·ins, and who pray in agony of soul
oecause of the rebuke of the Lord. Achan,
the guilty party, did not feel the burden.
He took it very coolly. We find nothing in
the account to signify that he felt dis-
tressed. There is no evidence that he felt
remorse, or reasoned from cause to ef-
fcct, saying, "It is my sin that has brought
thc displeasure of thc Lord upon the
people." Hc did not ask, "Can it be that it
is becausc I stole that golden wedge and
Babylonish garment, that we have been
dcfeated in the battle?" He had no idea of
making his wrong right by confession of
sin and humiliation of soul.

Before the people had gonc to take
Jcrieho, they had been instructed what
course to pursuc. Joshua had said, "The
city shall be accursed, even it, and all
that are thercin, to the LoRD.... And ye,
in any wise kcep yourselves from the
accursed thing, lcst ye makc yourselves
accursed, when ye take of the accursed
thing, and makc the camp of Israel a
curse, and trouble it. But all the silver,
and gOld, and vessels of brass and iron,
are consecrated unto the LoRD: they
shall come into the treasury of the
·,ORD." Joshua 6:17-19. Achan had
neard all this charge; but he had covcted
the accursed thing of Jericho, appointed
to destruction. He was even ready to
steal the gold and silver that were to be
consecrated to God, and put into the
treasury of his house.

But there were devoted men in Israel
who felt the reproach that had come upon
them, in that the peoplewere not sustained
in the battle, but were discomfited before
the enemy, who triumphed over their
defeat. While Joshua was mourning in
humiliation and keen anguish over the
dishonor that had come upon the cause of
God, the word of the Lord came to Joshua.
"And the LoRD said unto Joshua, Get thee
up; wherefore liest thou thus upon thy
face? Israel hath sinned, and they have
also transgressed my covenant which I
commanded them: for they have even
takcn of the accursed thing [which had
been appointed to destruction], and have
also stolen [taken the golden wedge and
the silver that had been consecrated to the
Lord's treasury], and dissembled also, and
they have put it even among their own
stuff. Therefore the children of Israel
auld not stand before their enemies, but
turned their backs before their enemies,
because they were accursed [in con-

sequence of the sin of this one offender]."
Now hear the words from the lips of Jesus
Christ, who was enshrouded in the cloudy
pillar: "Neither will I be with you any
more, except ye destroy the accursed from
among you. Up, sanctify the people, and
say, Sanctify yourselves against tomor-
row: for thus saith the LoRD God of/srael,
There is an accursed thing in the midst of
thee, 0 Israel: thou canst not stand before
thine enemies, until ye take away the
accursed thing from among you." Joshua
7:10-13

The Lord did nol specify who was
the guilty party; but He gave directions
as to what was to be done. He said, "In
the morning therefore, ye shall be
brought according to your tribes: and it
shall be, that the tribe which the LoRD
taketh shall come according to the fami-
lies thereof; and the family which the
LORD shall take shall come by house-
holds; and the household which the
LoRD shall take shall come man by man.
And it shall be, that he that is taken with
the accursed thing shall be burnt with
fire, he and all that he hath: because hc
hath transgressed the covenant of the
LORD, and because he hath wrought
folly in Israel." Verses 14-15. And
Achan confcssed not; but braved it out
as though he were innocent.

"So Joshua rose up early in the morn-
ing, and brought Israel by their tribes; and
the tnbe of Judah was taken: and he

brought the family of Judah; and he took
the family of the Zarhites: and he brought
the family of the Zarhites man by man;
and zabdi was taken: and he brought his
household man by man; and Aehan the
son of Carmi, the son of zabdi, the son of
Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken."
Verses 1&-17. 10 thus sifting the matter to
the bottom, the Lord reveals the fact that
he is acquainted with the hidden things of
dishonesty, however men may think that
they are hidden. 10 all the transaction,
Achan manifested a determination not to
acknowledge his sin; but now the Lord

fastened his sin upon him. Had Joshua
declared Aehan's sin, many might have
sympathized with the guilty one, as he
protested that he was innoeent, and they
might, in their human judgment, have
thought he was misused and maltreated. It
is thus that many do today when men are
reproved for sin; for they drop God out of
their reckoning. This is the reason that
Joshua addressed Achan as he did. He
said, "My son, give, I pray thee, glory to
the LoRD God of Israel, and make confes-
sion unto Him; and tell me now what thou
hast done, hide it not from mc." Verse 19

The Lord had told Joshua just what
Achan had done; but so many are led by
human sympathy, and the wrong-doer is
so often excused, that the Lord meant to
give Israel a lesson which should be also
of benefit to us in our day. Therefore
Joshua entreated the young man to tell
him what he had done. Joshua would
have the Lord God feared and honored,
as one who knew all their works, and
searched the hidden things of darkness,
so that the people might always know
that the Lord God was among them, and
was acquainted with all their actions.

When one who is a transgressor is
reproved, and puts on an appearance of
innocence, and complains that he has
been dealt with unjustly, there are many
who will sympathize with him, and will
cast reflection upon the reprover, who has
in the fear of God sought to do his duty.

Had punishment come upon Achan before
he had with his own lips made confession
of his wrong, the people who were natu-
rally ready to rebel, would have charged
Joshua with dealing harshly with the
young man, and would have denounced
him as unmerciful in apportioning so
dreadful a punishment. They would have
treasured up the memory of his deed, and
would have repeated to others the judg-
ment he had given, and would have used
it as an example of the severity of men
who were plaeed in high position among
the children of Israel. Those who are not
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It is genuine faith that says, I know that I have
committed sin, but that Jesus has pardoned my
sin; and hereafter I will resist temptation in and
through His might

consecrated heart and soul 10 Ihe service
of God, will rise up in rebellion against
God when he metes out jUdgment to the
transgressor, although the sinner, if
spared, would only pursue a course thaI
would corrupl others, and scatter Ihe
leaven of evil until many would be in-
volved in ruin. The Lord God of Israel
would not permil thaI such a state of
things should exist.

Aehan confessed, and said, "Indeed I
have sinned against Ihe LoRD God of
Israel, and thus and thus have I done.
When I saw among the spoils a goodly
Babylonish garment, and two hundred
shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of
fifly shekels weight, then I coveted them,
and took them; and behold they arc hid in
the earth in the midst of my tent, and the
silver under it." Achan had thoughl thaI
his sin was secret and hidden from alI
human eyes except those of his own
household. "So Joshua sent messengers,
and they ran unto the tent; and, behold, it
was hid in his tent, and the silver under it.
And they took Ihem out of the midst of Ihe
tent, and brought them unto Joshua, and
unto alI the children of Israel, and laid
them out before Ihe LoRD. And Joshua,
and aU Israel with him, took Aehan, the
son of Zerah, and the silver, and the
garment, and the wedge of gold, and his
sons, and his daughters, and his oxen, and
his asscs, and his sheep, and his tent, and
alI that he had: and Ihey brought them
unto the valIey ofAchor. And Joshua said,
Why hast thou troubled us? The LoRD
shaII trouble thee this day. And alI Israel
stoned him with stones, and burned them
with ftre, afler they had stoned them with
stones. And they raised over him a great
heap of stones unto lhis day. So the LoRD
turned from the fterceness of His anger.
Wherefore the name of that place was
called, The valIey of Achor, to this day."
Joshua 7:20-26

This history shows how the Lord
regards sin that men may think of litUe
account. Achan had indulged in covetous-
ness, in theft, in embezzlement (appropri-
ating that which had been dedicated to the
cause ofGod), and he had dissembled; he
had put on an appearance of innocence
through alI the critical examination thaI
had been carried on, and pretended to be a
man guiltless of any crime. The Lord
made manifest by His dealing with Aehan
just how He looks upon such a course, in
order that the people of God in alI ages
may fear and honor the Lord of heaven.
Achan's sin had caused the death of
lhirty-six men; and yel he had regarded it
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as a light matter. The men and women
who claim 10 be keeping the command-
ments of God, make it manifeslthat Ihey
have very litUe idea of its grievous eharae-
ler if they indulge in any phase of sin.
Those who profess 10 be Christians, and
yet do lhings that are after Ihe order of
Achan's sin, who embezzle the Lord's
goods, and appropriate for the use oflheir
families that which should go 10 Ihe
treasury of the Lord's house, will not be
left without judgmenl at the hand of God.

What was Ihe sin of Achan? Uslen
carefully to Ihe words spoken by Jesus
Chrisl from the pillar of cloud: "Israel
hath sinned, and they have also trans-
gressed my covenant which I com-
manded Ihem: for they have even taken

of the accursed thing, and have also
stolen, and dissembled also, and Ihey
have put it even among their own stuff."
Joshua 7:11. Let such plain slalements as
these given by the Lord in the Old
lCstamenl, be compared with Ihe same
line of instruction given in Ihe New
Thstament. The confession of Aehan, al-
though too late to be available in bringing
to him any saving vir1ue, vindicated the
character of God in His manner of deal-
ing with him, and closed the door to the
lemplation that so continually beset the
children of Israel, 10 charge upon the
servants of God the work that God did
Himself. It was the Lord Jesus Himself
who specifted what should be the punish-
ment of Aehan, or there might have been
murmuring among Ihe camp of Israel,
even Ihough the stolen goods were found
in his lent. The Lord knew just where the
stolen goods were to be found, and had
told Joshua where they were, although he
had not specified who was Ihe guilty one.
But the honor of God must be vindicated
by confession from the sinner's own lips,
and Achan testified to the truth against
himself. In the manner in which the Lord
dealt with Aehan, we can see how great is
His displeasure against those who com-
mil similar sins. The standard of the

gospelloday is no lower Ihan it was in the
days of Joshua.

In the New lCstamenl we read that "a
certain man named Ananias, wilh Sar
pOOa his wife, sold a possession, and kept
back part of the price, his wife also being
privy to it, and brought a certain part, and
laid it at the apostles' feet. But Peter said,
Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart
10 lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back
part of the price of Ihe land? whiles it
remained, was it not thine own? and after
it was sold, was it not in thine own power?
why hast thou conceived this lhing in
thine heart? thou hast not lied unlo men,
but unto God. And Ananias hearing Ihese
words feU down, and gave up the ghost:
and grcat fear came on alI them that heard

these things. And the young men aros<
wound him up, and carried him out, and
buried him. And it was about Ihe space of
three hours after, when his wife, not
knowing what was done, came in. And
Peter answered unto her, ThU me whether
ye sold Ihe land for SO much? And she
said, Yca, for so much. Then Peter said
unto her, How is it that ye have agreed
together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord?
behold, the feet of them which have
buried thy husband are at the door, and
shaII carry Ihee out. Then feU she down
straightway at his feet, and yielded up the
ghost: and the young men came in, and
found her dead, and carrying her fonh,
buried her by her husband. And great fear
came upon alI the church, and upon as
many as heard these things." Acts 5:1-1l.
The case of Ananias and his wife is
recorded Ihat the whole world may have a
testimony as 10 how God regards dishon-
est practices.

From the pillar of cloud Jesus spoke to
Joshua, condemning Israel because of Ihe
sin of coveting and of laking the accursed
things of the heathen. This was written for
our admonition, and we are to take ?
lesson from lhis circumstance. We are no
10 covet the goodly Babylonish garments,
and the lhings which God has appointed to



destruction; for they arc not to be desired.
They arc cursed of God, they arc a snare
to the soul; for they lead to vanity, pride,
and self-exaltation. They are not the
goods which the Lord can bless; for he has
specified them as accursed. They are the
idols of the people who have estranged
themselves from God, and corrupted their
ways before him. God has borne long with
them, has given them the advantages of
tight and knowledge; but their attitude
toward him is, "We want not thy way, 0
God, but our own way." God keeps a
reckoning with nations, as well as with
individuals. He allows to nations a certain
period of probation, and gives them evi-
dences of His requirements, of His su-
prcmaey, and makes known to them His
laws which arc to be the rule of his
kingdom in the government of nations.
All this he does that heathen nations may
not be given up to destruction unwarned
and without light; but after he has given
them evidence and light, and they still
persist in insolence toward Him, then,
when iniquity is as in the ease of the
Amorites, God takes the matter in hand,
and His judgments are not longer
withheld.

The power of the Lord had been
manifested, in no common manner, in the
taking of Jericho, and this made the sin of
Achan of greater moment than ever. The
management of the attack had not been
left to man as the human agent. Let us read
the record: "And it came to pass, when
Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his
eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood
a man ovcr against him with his sword
drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto
him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or
for our advcrsaries? And he said, Nay; but
as captain of the host of the LoRD am I
now come. And Joshua fell on his face to
the earth, and did worship, and said unto
Him, What sailh my LoRD unto his ser-
vanl? And the captain of the Lord's host
said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off
thy foot; for the place whereon thou
slandest is holy. And Joshua did so."
Joshua 5:n--I5. Then the Lord revealed
to him the plan of the batlle, and how the
city was to be taken by supernatural
forces.

The mighty powcr of God was dis-
played in the overthrow of Jericho; yet
notwithstanding this, notwithstanding the
fact that God had given an express com-
mand not to take any of the spoil for
themselves, Achan disregarded the com-
mandment of the Lord, and showcd with
how little abhorrence he regarded sin, by

taking of the aceursed thing. Then the
Lord revealed what was his estimation of
the act that Achan regarded as trilling. He
withdrew His presence from the camp,
for all Israel were involved in the trans-
gression, and all Israel must have an
opportunity to e1ear themselves before
the Lord for making void his law. In
Achan's case we have an example of a
man sinning in the very presence of God,
in the congregation where the mighty
power of God was manifested. How
terrible were the consequences of this
man's sin. How fearful the work wrought
upon his famiJy through his example and
influence. He had developed a character
that was entirely unsound, and had
manifesled his rebellion in the very pre-
sence of God when he was working
mightily for His people. It was in a time
of this kind that Achan exhibited his
weakness of character, which had been
developed by taking steps in what he
thought minor matters of transgression,
by repetition of what he regarded as litlle
sins.

But the admonition to the Israel of
today is, "The end of all things is at hand:
be ye therefore sober, and watch unto
prayer." 1 Peter 4:7. "Young men
likewise exhort to be sober-minded. In all
things shewing thyself a pattern of good
works: in doctrine shewing uncorrupt-
ness, gravity, sincerity, sound speech,
that cannot be condemned; that he that is
of the contrary part may be ashamed,
having no evil thing to say of you. Exhort
servants to be obedient unto their own
masters, and to please them well in all
things; not answering again; not purloin-
ing, but shewing all good fidetity; that
they may adorn the doctrine of God our
Saviour in all things." Titus 2:6-10. Re-
sist the enemy; do not be seduced by his
flattering inducements and presentations.
It is the work of the human agent to be
strong, not in his own finite strength, but
in the strength of the Lord, in the power
of His might. "Put on the whole armor of
God, that ye may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil." Ephesians 6:1l.
This is the work that man is called upon
to do-to be continually on guard as a
faithful sentinel, strong in God, and in the
power of His might.

Christ has said, "Without me ye can
do nothing." John 15:5. The resolutions
you may make in your own finite strength,
will be only as ropes of sand; but if you
pray in sincerity, surrendering yourself,
soul, body, and spirit, unto God, you put
on the whole armor of God, and open the

soul to the righteousness of Christ; and
this alone-Christ's imputed righteous-
ness-makes you able to stand against the
wiles of the devil. The work of every soul
is to resist the enemy in the power and
ntight of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the
promise is that the devil shall flee from us.
But let all realize that they arc in peril, and
there is no assurance of safety except as
they comply with the conditions of the
text. The Lord says, "Draw nigh to God."
James 4:8. How?-By secret, earnest ex-
amination of your own heart; by childlike,
heartfelt, humble dependence upon God,
making known your weakness to Jesus;
and by confessing your sins. Thus you
may draw nigh to God, and he will draw
nigh to you.

But let us read the remainder of the
lesson given for OUI instruction, that we
may more fully comprehend what it
means to draw nigh to God. "Cleanse
your hands, ye sinners; and purify your
hearts, ye double-minded." James 4:8.
The work that is essenlial to be done by
the sinner is here clearly dermed. It is a
work not agreeable to the human heart;
but unless it is done, the soul is not in a
condition to appreciate the purity and
perfection of the character of Christ, and
in no conctition, either, to understand the
offensiveness of sin. The exhortation is
given, "Purify your hearts, ye double-
minded." While professing to be Chris-
tians, many have the mold of the world
upon them, and their affections are not
set upon God. They arc double-minded,
making an attempt to serve God and
mammon at the same time; but the
world's Redeemer has declared, "Ye can-
not serve God and mammon." Matthew
6:24. By trying to serve two masters, they
arc unstable in all their ways, and cannot
be depended upon. 10 all appearances
they are serving God, while at the same
time, in heart, they are yielding to the
temptations of Satan, and cherishing sin.
They may speak words that arc smoother
than oil, yet their hearts arc full of decep-
tion, and deceit is in all their practices.
Professing to be righteous, they yet have
hearts that are desperately wicked.

A mere profession of godliness is
wonhless. It is he that abideth in Christ
that is a Christian. For "every man that
hath this hope in him purifieth himself,
even as he is pure." 1 John 3:3. In every
clime, in every nation, our youth should
co-operate with God. The only way a
person can be pure is to become like-
minded with God. How can we know

Continued on 20
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I N modern Adventist parlance we nor-
mally use the term "Sabbath prob-

lems" to denote the conflicts and diffi-
culties occasionally faced by church
members in their employment. But
working around a corporate practice of
Saturday labor is neither the first nor last
of the Sabbath problems God's people
are to face. Establishing the Sabbath as a
part of God's last truth in the minds of
believers was a difficult and time-con-
suming task. To bring the Sabbath truth
to its full meaning and potential will be
even harder. Fortunately, the former ex-
perience may provide helpful insights
into the experience yet future.
The "passing of the time" in October

of 1844 marked the beginning of the end
for the Millerite movement. As a host of
voices proclaimed the virtues of one new
theory after another, the foundational
truths of the movement seemed to be
more and more forgotten. Efforts to reach
consensus wefe often far from success-
ful, for the once commonly accepted
principles of biblical interpretation were
first strained, then formally abandoned.
As one might expect, the ranks of the
"believers" shrank rapidly.

The situation was a difficult one. The
old explanations and interpretations
which had led to the expectation of
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Christ's return in the fall of 1844 were
obviously flawed. There could be no
denying that the Millerites' expectations
had been mistaken. Obviously, some new
element must be injected into the situa-
tion if an adequate understanding of
either their past experience or the future
of the movement was to be forthcoming.
But what was that to be?
Theological positions, like most

forms of logical construction, have a
troubling tendency to be interconnected.
It is seldom as easy to alter anyone
position as it first may appear, for to do so
will usually demand a revision of some
aspect of another position, which revises
another, and another, and another. As a
result, what may initially seem to be only
a minor adjustment can easily lead to a
complete alteration of a large range of
related concepts. Such was the case with
the interpretation of the "two thousand
and three hundred days" of Daniel 8:14.

As the discussion (and sometimes,
argument) over the need to either rede-
fine the "cleansing of the sanctuary" or to
relocate the termination point of the
prophecy, absorbed the interest of many
in the movement, another matter-seem-
ingly unrelated-was also coming to the
fore. Rejected and opposed by many as a
needless intrusion into what was an al-

Dave Fiedler

ready confused situation, Sabbatarianism
nevertheless found new converts in the..
mid to late 18405. Though not recognized
at first, the seventh-day Sabbath was also
to fmd new meaning in the context of the
times. I
The Seventh Day Baptists formally

sought to attract the attention of the
Advent believers to the Sabbath as early
as 1843, but the response was minimal.
The well-known story of Rachel Oakes
(a Seventh Day Baptist) challenging
Frederick Wheeler (a Methodist Ad-
ventist circuit rider) to "keep all the
commandments" took place sometime
in the winter of 1843-1844. As a
result, Wheeler and other members of
the WaShington, New Hampshire,
church became the first Sabbathkeep-
ing Millerite Adventists in North
America. (At least one individual, a
Scotsman by the name of James Begg,
preceded them.') But Wheeler and his
fellows remained comparatively iso-
lated from the expanding under-
standing of the Sabbath. Not until
1850 would Wheeler write in the Re-
view and Herald that "several have
lately been led to embrace the truth of
the third angel'S message in full, and
others are more or less interested in
the subject."J



A recognition of the Sabbath's role as a sign
between God and His people pointed strongly
toward an enhanced understanding of both the
mark of the beast and the seal of God

In the fall of 1844, the Sabbath ques-
tion was mentioned briefly in the
Millerite publication, The Midnight Cry.
The editor concluded that, while the
seventh day had indeed been specified
as a holy day in Old 'ICstament times,
"there is no particular portion of time
which Christians are required by law to
set apart as holy time." In other words,
Sunday was no more sacred than any
other day. He admonished his readers
that, should they not be convinced of his
position in this regard, "there is another
conclusion to which they must come,
namely, Tile particular portion of time
which God requires us to observe as
holy is the seventh day of the week, that
is, Saturday:,4

It was Thomas Preble, a Free-Will
Baptist Adventist, who first spoke
favorably of the Sabbath in any promi-
nent way within the Millerite move-
ment. In the February 28, 1845, issue of
the Hope of Israel he gave his reasons
for the observance of the seventh day.
The article was republished as a tract the
following month, and it was in this form
that Preble's Material came to the atten-
tion of both Joseph Bates and John
Andrews. Bates, in turn, penned a num-
ber of volumes on the Sabbath, begin-
ning in 1846 with a 48-page tract en-
lilled The Sevellth Day Sabbath, A Per-
petunl Sign.

Bates was to play an important role
in the introduction of the Sabbath to
James White and Ellen Harmon. Some-
time in the first half of 1846 the two
young people met Elder Bates in his
hometown of New Bedford, Massa-
chusetts. He shared with them his con-
victions on the Sabbath; Ellen shared the
messages the Lord had given her in
vision. Neither party was convinced.
Bates found no moral or theological
fault with the visions, but did not believe
they were divinely inspired. For their
part, James and Ellen felt that Elder
Bates "erred in dwelling upon the fourth
commandment more than the other
nine.)l5

Shortly after James White and Ellen
Harmon were married in August of
1846, they carefully studied the biblical
evidence Bates presented in his tract.
Finding no way to controvert his mate-
rial, they soon began observing the Sab-
bath. For his part, Bates became a firm
believer in the gift of prophecy through
Ellen White about two months later.

As the Sabbath first came to the
attention of the Advent believers, it was

on the strength of arguments long pre-
sented by the Seventh Day Baptists. The
major emphasis was placed on the con-
tinuing obligation of divine law, the role
of the Sabbath as a sign between God
and His people, and the responsibility of
the Roman Catholic Church for the
change of the Sabbath to Sunday. But it
was not long before the early Sab-
bathkeeping Adventists began to see re-
lationships between the Sabbath and
their own experience in the Millerite
movement.

The study of Daniel 8 had already
focused attention on the sanctuary. As

this question was examined, it was seen
that the only applicable biblical defini-
tion of the sanctuary was the heavenly
sanctuary brought most clearly to light in
the book of Hebrews. Vet the Revelation
also contained references to this sanctu-
ary, or temple. Specifically, the
nineteenth verse of chapter eleven de-
scribes the opening of the temple ofGod,
revealing to view the ark of the testa-
ment. As the earthly ark served as the
abiding place of the law often command-
ments, the heavenly ark indicated the
continuing significance of the law. And
all this occurred in the context of the
announcement of the beginning of the
"time of the dcad, that they should be
judged."

Though a more complete under-
standing of the pre-Advent judgment was
still some years away, the Millerites had
long seen their movement as a fulfillment
of Revelation fourteen's predicted mes-
sage to "fear God, ... for the hour of His
jUdgment is come." The timing certainly
seemed to be right for a renewed empha-
sis on the claims of God's law.

The MiJlerites could also point to
their past experience as a fulfillment of
lhe second angel's message. The an-
nouncement of mystical Babylon's fall
had found a prominent place in their
preaching during the late spring and sum-
mer of 1844. As obvious as it may seem

in retrospect, however, students of the
Advent doctrine paid relatively litlle at-
tention to the third message ofRevelation
fourteen. As the understanding of the
Sabbath grew in their minds, this was to
change. A recognilion of the Sabbath's
role as a sign between God and His
people pointed strongly toward an en-
hanced understanding of both the mark of
the beast and the seal ofGod. Indeed, the
whole concept of the sealing message
and work to be done for God's people
was found to center on the Sabbath. And
the plot grew more sinister as they recog-
nized the connection between the little

horn of Daniel-which "thought to
change times and laws"-and the role of
the Catholic Church in the exaltation of
Sunday which had set the stage for the
eventual full development of the mark of
the beast.
These are the connections which be-

came the driving force behind the re-
newed interest in Sabbatarianism. Vet
they did not become clear and obvious
overnight, nor did anyone person compile
the whole pietwe. It was a process that
took time and effort, that produced con-
flicting opinions and understandings
which needed to be resolved. It was, in
short, a process which required patience,
humility, earnest study, and the Lord's
leading. The result of their effort was a
solid platform of truth which has stood
unmoved for nearly a century and a half.

And yet, "Sabbath problems" still re-
main. More basic than matlers of employ-
ment and religious liberty, there are ques-
tions regarding the Sabbath which are
crying out for answers. In the years which
we have been considering, Joseph Bates
stressed repeatedly the relationship of the
Sabbath to the sealing of the 144,000. The
following comments are typical:
The sign of the Sabbath "was given

for all that keep the Sabbath. It never can
be a sign to them that do not keep it.
Further, the keepers are sanctified by
observing it.'16
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As we accept the Sabbath to keep it holy
unto the Lord, we are sanctified, soul, body,
and spirit

"The little company that are now
prcsenting and receiving the sealing mes-
sage in this last work which God has
given them before their deliverance, have
got their watch word also, namely: 'The
commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus.' 'The Sabbath of the Lord our
God.' This will develop the residue of the
144,000 and bring them out from mount
Ephraim."1

"The keeping of God's Sabbath holy
sanctifies and saves the soul, but the
keeping of one, or all the other nine
[commandments] without it will not."8

From the very introduction of the
truth back in those early years, Ellen
White, as well, placed a great deal of
importance on the Sabbath. Recounting
a vision of the heavenly sanctuary, she
describes the appearance of the ten com-
mandments, noting that the first four
commandments shone brighter than the
other six. "But the fourth (the Sabbath
commandment) shone above them all."
She was shown that "the holy Sabbath
is, and will bc, the separating wall be-
tween the tlue Israel of God and un-
believers."9

The interesting feature here is not that
the Sabbath is important, not even that it
is vital; but that it is more important than
other points which we would also con-
sider to be vital. Surely the violation of
any of the ten commandments would
constitute a "separating wall" between
believers and unbelievers. Yet the vision
specified the Sabbath as the one com-
mandment which serves this purpose in
the preeminent sense. Why?

On November 18, 1848, a small
group of believers gathered for worship
and study in the town of Dorchester,
Massachusetts. Here Ellen White had a
vision which again clearly identified the
Sabbath as the "sealing truth." As this
was one of the "open visions" more
common in her early ministry, those in
attendance had opportunity to watch and
listen firsthand. Joseph Bates, who was
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present at the time, made notes of her
comments. Among other things, she said,
U 'The commandments never would be
struck against if it were not to get rid of
the Sabbath commandment.' ...
"'The test upon it [the Sabbath] has

been but a short time. All who are saved
will be tried upon it in some way. That
truth arises and is on the increase,
stronger and stronger. It's the seal! It's
coming up! It arises, commencing from
the rising of the sun. Like the sun, first
cold, [it] grows warmer and sends its
rays.'

"'When that truth arose there was
but little light in it, but it has been
increasing. 0 the power of these rays.'

U 'It grows in strength, the greatest
weight and light is on that truth, for it
lasts forever when the Bible is not
needed.... 0 how mighty is that truth;
it's the highest aner they enter the
goodly land, but it will increase till they
are made immortal.'

" 'Yea, all that thou art looking at,
thou shalt not see just now. Be careful, let
no light be set aside which comes from
another way from which thou art looking
for.' "

In concluding his account, Bates as-
sures the reader, "The above was copied
word for word as she spake in vision,
therefore it's unadulterated."lo

Not only in the early years of her
ministry did Ellen White place the Sab-
bath in a position of extraordinary im·
portance; later comments include the
following:

"In coming out from the world and
accepting the Sabbath of Creation,
which God has blessed and sanctified,
we give evidence of true conversion. We
are stamped with the mark of God's
government. As we accept the Sabbath
to keep it holy unto the Lord, we are
sanctified, soul, body, and spirit. ...

"Those who understand that the
Sabbath is a sign between them and
God will represent the principles of His

government by bringing into their daily
practice the laws of His kingdom. They
will live in constant submission to His
will, having the words of His law writ·
ten in their hearts. His injunctions will
be regarded as the spring of their exist-
ence. Faithful and true, they will heed
every command given, and reveal in
their daily lives the religion that
emanates from God."ll

"True sanctification comes through
willing obedience. We are distinctly and
decidedly taught that the proper observ-
ance of the Sabbath brings a knowledge
of what constitutes true sanctification."12

"The Sabbath .... was given to all
mankind to keep holy, 'that ye may
know,' God declares, 'that I am the Lord
which do sanctify you.' If the Sabbath is
accepted, the rest of the commands in
the Decalogue will be obeyed; for no
one can truly keep the Sabbath and
disregard one precept ofihe law."1J

These statements depict the Sabbath
as, not just one essential truth among
others, but as the capstone or epitome of
truth, the true observance of which is
made possible only by the observance of
all other truths. The opposite relationship
is also true, that true obedience to the
Sabbath commandment guarantees true
obedience to all other commandments. In
the simpler language we are used to
hearing (but which we seldom ponder),
the Sabbath is the seal of God, placed on
His people in its final and fullest extent
only when their characters perfectly re-
flect the likeness of Jesus.
This predicted meaning of the Sab-

bath is something we would do well to
consider. While it holds out the hope of
glory and the encouraging prospect of an
end to the conflict with sin, it also
presents us with a problem of no small
magnitude. For, simply put, we have
little understanding of how and when the
Sabbath will do what we believe it will
do.

From personal experience we must
each admit that the Sabbath is not yet the
hard and fast dividing line between sin-
ners and saints that Inspiration predicts.
Many of God's truehearted children are
yet observing Sunday. And a professed
observance of the seventh-day Sabbath
is not an all-sufficient guarantee of one-
ness with Christ in character.

Our present understanding of the
Sabbath message has failed to produce a
clear division between right and wrong,
righteous and unrighteous, saved and
lost, even within Adventism. Does this



not point to a possible weakness in
accomplishing that same work (which
the Sabbath is predicted to do) on a
worldwide scale?

At the same time, world events seem
to be rapidly accelerating toward the
expected crisis between Sabbathkeepers
and the allied powers of Catholicism,
3JX>state Protestantism, and spiritualism.
But is this good news, or bad? Do we
stand prepared in mind and heart to, not
only defend our beliefs, but to live
them?

Surely it is right to feel a cenain
impatience for the battle if one can look
beyond and sec victory. But with the
troubling discrepancy remaining be-
tween conscientious Sabbath observance
(as we know and understand it today) and
the consistent, perfect, sanctified obe-
dience to all points of the Decalogue, of
which it is the sign and symbol, we arc
well advised to seck a better under-
standing of our spiritual weapons before
we engage the enemy in a no-holds-
barred battle to the death.

Both Scripture and E1Ien White
testify that the Sabbath holds within it a
yet unrecognized importance. For Ad-
ventists, this should come as no surprise;
is not the Sabbath to be the final testing
truth of a1l time? And is not the basis of
that final test more than just a matter of
choosing between two different 24-hour
blocks of time? The point is simply this:
If the Sabbath is the seal of God placed
on thosc who pass the final test, then the
Sabbath must contain within it the signif-
icance of the whole law. To observe the
Sabbath requires the observance of the
the whole law. It is a sign, a symbol, of
much more than we have routinely
thought.

But as yet, the sign, the symbol, is
too easily separated from its meaning. It
is too easy to "keep" the Sabbath while
breaking the law. The time is coming,
however, when that will no longer be
possible. Then the Sabbath will indeed
be the "separating wall between the true
Israel of God and unbelievers." The
troubling questions remain, however,
"When will this happen? How will this
happen?"

It is here that world events and the
possibility of serious persecution take on
their most enigmatic aspect. We tend to
see the Sabbath as being elevated to new
importance-not by a better under-
standing of its truths-but by the onset of
opposition and trouble. "When times get
tough, and persecution rea1ly breaks out,
then the church wi1l be purified." There is
truth in this. The church has becn purified
by persecution in the past. But never to
the extent predicted to come at the end of
time.

Death decrees and even manyrdoms
do not ensure that a1l who are false-
hearted will reject their association with
divine truth and symbols. There were
thousands of Jews who willingly laid
down their lives for the symbols which
foreshadowed the Messiah. There were
far fewer who welcomed the substance of
those symbols when He came. And Ellen
White warns, "The Sabbath, sanctified
and blessed by God, was designed as His
great memorial of Creation. It is ever to
stand unmoved, a rock of offense, as
Christ was to the Jewish nation. The
Sabbath is the test today, as Christ was a
test to the Jews."" Note that Christ was a
test to the Jews-His own chosen
people-before He became a test to the
Gentiles.

A sign, a symbol of the greatest
import. A truth that is to rise higher and
grow stronger until the saints of God
inherit the "goodly land." Above all, the
sign between God and His people that
He has taken upon Himself the responsi-
bility of achieving their sanctification. If
this is what we rea1ly believe the Sab-
bath to be, should we not expect our
knowledge of it to be growing as we1l?
Perhaps the counsel given those who
first began placing the Sabbath in its
last-day setting deserves more con-
sideration than we have given it.

" 'Yea, all that thou art looking at, thou
shalt not sec just now. Be careful, let no
light be set aside which comes from
another way from which thou art looking
for.' ul0 0

, Adctailed tre.,tmcnt of this subject is <lVaiL,blc in
P. Gerard Damsteegt, FOII"datiOllS of the
SevclIth-day AdwlItist Message a"d Missioll,
Ecrdm.,ns. 1977, 1.35-148

: L E. Froom, The Prophetic Faith ofOllr Fathers,
vol. 4. 937-940

) Review alld }ferald, December 1850, 16
• The Midnight Cry, Editorial, "The Lord's Day,"
September 5, 1844,69, quoted in Damsteegt, 137

I See A Word to the "Little Flock, .. 21; Testimo-
nies, vol. 1, 76

, Joseph S::ltes, A Seal of tile Living God; A
Hundred Forty-follr Thousand of the Servafl!S of
God Being Scaled (1849),23

I Ibid., 54
I Joseph The Scvemh Day Sabbath a Per-
pewal Sigu (1847), 55

• A Word to the Lillie Flock, 18-19 (emphasis
supplied)

10 Joseph s.,tes, A Seal of the Living God; A
Hundred Forry-four Thousaud of the Servants of
God Being Sealcd, 25-26

II Sigus of the Times, vol. 4, 78
,:Mauuscript Releases, vol. 5, 347
lJ Sigllsofthe Times, vol. 3, 462
.. Ibid., vol. 4, 164

-r· ,11t -r·L on 1- Eine tlipon Eine i!:int Qlpon i!:int

The written testimonies are not to give new light, but to impress vividly upon the heart the truths of inspiration already
revealed. Testimonies, vol. 5, 665

When we thus give ourselves wholly to Him, Christ, with all the treasures of heaven, gives Himself to us. Chris/'s Object Lessolls, 116

In every difficulty we are to see a call to prayer. Desire a/Ages, 667

Today the ministers who in sincerity are giving the last message of mercy to the world, relying on God for strength, need not
fear that their efforts will be in vain. Gospel Workers, 151

With our limited powers we are to be as holy in our sphere as God is holy in IIis sphere. SOilS alld Dallghters a/God, 155
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I N the depths of the human heart thereis a place which belongs only to the
Creator. History shows very dearly that
through the centuries the different ethnic
groups have searched for a Higher
Being, One greater than themselves to
worship and One to whom they may
render their loyally, love, reverence, and
even their lives.
Most of the people in the world try to

fill this space with the god of material-
ism. They try to satisfy the different
sinful drives of the flesh with varying
forms of vice and entertainment, but at
the end these only leave the soul more
sad, more depressed and more un-
satisfied.

When people fmally despair of mate-
rialism and discover the true Supreme
Being they realize that in order to ex-
perience a greater degrcc of fulfillment,
happiness and reassurance, they must
share their fmdings with others holding
similar beliefs. Christians are reminded
that as they see the day approaching they
should not forsake the assembling of
themselves together. See Hebrews 10:25

Our Heavenly Father responds with
delight and promptness to all who desire
with all their heart and strength to know
God. He has no "pleasure in the death of
the wicked; but that the wicked turn
from his way and live." He has plainly
promised that "if the wicked turn from
his wickedness, and do that which is
lawful and right, he shall live thereby.'"
What a merciful God!

Once this most important piece in
life's puzzle is in place, there still re-
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main questions of equal importance in
the mind of the new believer: Where
should I go to find people who have an
experience similar to mine? Why is it
necessary to meet together? I recognize
that the Scriptures counsel us to meet
with other brethren, but how can I iden-
tify the right group with whom to fel-
lowship? God calls His people in the last
days the "remnant" Are there in the
Bible some eharaeteristies that will lead
me to this chosen, remnant people?

A study of the Scriptures, and the
history of the Christian church focusing
on the meaning of the remnant, will
enlighten our minds. What is our under-
standing of the reason for the existence
of the remnant? What are its identifying
marks and mission, its privileges and
responsibilities, and its eschatological
destiny in this great controversy be-
twccn good and evil?

First of all, why does God need a
chosen people, and why a remnant?

After sin entered and God's Edenic
plan was temporarily set aside, men
started to walk in the way of evil and
wickedness, rejecting the mercy of God
and His appeal for a holier life that would
secure their happiness. Fortunately, the
knowledge of God was preserved by a
few righteous people who recognized the
foolish and dangerous path of their com-
panions. But as the world in general
continued on this destructive path, and
mankind was degraded more and more,
God found it necessary to counteract the
downward plunge by taking a course of
action that could vindicate His justice and

IPreston Monterrey I

holiness before the universe and so stay
the tide of evil. Th this end God brought
the flood. Noah, and his family became
God's remnant in their generation.

Satan's Charges and the Remnant

God answered one of the two most
important charges from the father of lies,
by showing that His love was in har-
mony with justice as He (in the person of
His Son) was foreordained from the
foundation of the world to be our Substi-
lutc.2 He also answered the second
charge, the charge that His laws and will
were arbitrary and could not be obeyed
by created beings. The apostle Paul
states in Romans 8:6 that the reason man
carmot keep God's law is that he is not
converted and is controlled by a carnal
mind rather than a spiritual.

Paul also states "that the righteous-
ness of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit," or as another translation rcnders
it, "For our lives afC ruled not by OUf
lower, but by QUI spiritual natures.")
Romans 8:4. How thankful we can be
that Jesus said that by following God's
will we can become partakers of His
divine nature, and that by His grace we
can be made "perfect in every good
work to do His will." God will work in
us "that which is well-pleasing in His
sight, through Jesus Christ" This
miracle is created daily as we submit
ourselves to God.'

This understanding of how God re-
sponded to these two charges is a key



After persecution and coercion failed, he
(Satan) decided to accomplish his purpose by
introducing spurious doctrines, worldliness and
clever compromise

point in comprchending the role to be
played by the remnant of Ihe lasl genera-
tion. In this work it is not possible for
God to use angels. He needs humans to
address humans, in order to show that as
they are able in Christ's power to over-
come sin in their lives, so also their
fellow men may be overcomers.

The apostle Peter in his first letter
rders 10 God's chosen people as a "holy
priesthood, 10 offer up spiritual sacri-
fices" 1 Peter 2:5. Hebrews 5:1-2 tells us
why God uses men for the offiee of
priesthood: "every high priest taken from
among men is ordained for men in things
pertaining to God, that He may offer both
gifts and sacrifices for sins: who can have
compassion on the ignorant, and on them
that are out ofthe way; for thaiHeHimself
also is compassed with infinnity." And
when we see Ihat Elijah who "was a man
subject to like passions as we are (James
5:17)," obtained the victory, and "seeing
we also are compassed about wilh so grcal
a cloud ofwitnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which doth so easily
beset us, and let us run with palience Ihe
raee that is set before us, looking unto
Jesus the Author and Finisher [or per-
fecler according to the Greek] of our
faith." Hebrew 12: 1-2; emphasis sup-
plied

God's Vindication and the Remnant

Since Ihe accusations of Satan in
heaven, God's name-His character-
has awaited vindication. The prophet
Ezekiel wrote: "The nations will know
that I am the LoRD, says the LoRD God,
when through you I vindicate My holi-
ness before their eyes." Ezekicl 36:23
(RSY). This vindication is done through
us. Someone may ask, How can Ihal be
done? Thank God that He has not left us
in darkness as 10 how we can aceomplish
this.

Reading further in this chapter we
sec that it is by the cleansed, victorious
lives of His children, Ihat God's holi-
ness is vindicated. The prophet says:
"For I will take you from among the
heathen, and gather you out of all coun-
Iries.... Theil will I sprinkle clean
water upon you [a symbol of purifica-
tion], and ye shall be clean: from all
your filthiness, and from all your idols,
will I cleanse you. A new hcart also will
I give you, and a new spirit will I put
vithin you: and I will take away the
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will
give you an heart of flesh. And I will

put My spirit within you, and cause you
to walk in My statutes, and ye shall
keep My judgments, and do them ...
and ye shall be My people and I will be
your God." Ezekiel 36:24--28, emphasis
supplied

It is seen then that we are part of
God's chosen or elecled people (His
remnant) when certain conditions are
mct:
1. When we arc cleaned, that is,

justified. See Titus 3:5-7; Romans 8:33.
See Selected Messages, book 1, 366

2. When we are sanctified and
guided by Ibe Spirit of the Lord. This

concept is not limited to Ihe people of
Israel in the Old Testament, of course,
for Paul also lells us, "Now being made
free from sin [justified], and become
servants to God, ye have your fruit unto
holiness [sanctification]." "For this is
the will of God, even your sanctifica-
tion.... For God hath not called us unto
uncleanness, but unto holiness."s

We obey His will when it is revealed
by any form that He pleases, be it by
statutes, or by judgments. Again, lhis
condition becomes more dramatic as we
draw closer and closer to our last hours
on this rebellious planet. Compare Rev-
elation 12:17
This obedience, of cawse, also in-

cludes Ihe keeping of the seventh-day
Sabbath, Ihe center of God's law-the
sign and reminder that God is our Sanc-
tifier and the Creator of the universe.6
And men may glorify the Father through
a life of integrity exemplified by
Chrisl's followers.

God patiently and mercifully bore
for many cenluries with Ihe stubborn-
ness and apostasy oflhe people of Israel.
When they finally rejected Chrisl, their
long-awaited Messiah, and chose Caesar
10 be their king, they scaled forever their
rejection to be Ihe elected ones of God.
God Ihen raised up the Christian church
to accomplish Ihe mission in which
Israel had failed.

Satan had succeeded in ruining
Israel. Then he turned his wiles against
God's new remnant. Through the fol-
lowing centuries, he tried different
methods to destroy its mission, and after
persecution and coercion failed, he de-
cided to accomplish his purpose by in-
troducing spurious doctrines, worldli-
ness and clever compromise. He might
have succeeded, had it not been that the
church "Oed into the wilderness, where
she hath a place prepared of God, that
Ihey should feed her there a thousand
IWO hundred and threescore days." God
still had a remnant, in the midst of this

overwhelming spiritual, cultural and
scientific darkness, that continued shin-
ing "as the brightness of the firmament"
and turning "many to righteousness/'
despite the fact that many fell "by the
sword, and by flame, by captivity, and
by spoil, many days." See Revelation
12:6; Daniel 12:3; 11:33

The Refonnation

But the church, God's remnant, was
not to remain in the wilderness. "The
Reformation uncovered long-forgotten
truths. Justification by faith, the great
principle of the gospel, was redis-
covered, as was a new appreciation for
Ihe once-for-all atoning sacrifice of
Jesus Christ and His all-sufficient medi-
atorial priesthood. Many unbiblical
teachings, such as prayers for the dcad,
veneration of saints and relics, celebra-
tion of the mass, worship of Mary, pur-
galory, penance, holy water, celibacy of
the priesthood, the rosary, the Inquisi-
tion, transubstantiation, extreme unc-
tion, and dependence upon tradition,
were repudiated and abandoned.

"The Protestant Reformers were
nearly unanimous in identifying the
papal system as the 'man of sin,' the
'mystery of iniquity,' and the 'little
horn' of Daniel, the entity that was to
persecute God's lrue people during the
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But instead of advancing the Reformation,
their successors consolidated its achievements.
They focused their attention on the
Reformers's words and opinions instead of on
Scripture

1260 years of Revelation 12:6, 14, and
13:5, before the Second Coming.'"

But the Protestant movement did not
finish its mission. "The reformation of
the Christian church should not have
ended in the six1eenth century. The Re-
formers had accomplished mUCh, but
had not rediscovered all the light lost
during the apostasy. They had taken
Christianity out of utter darkness, but it
still stood in the shadows. While they
had broken the iron hand of the medieval
church, given the Bible to the world, and
restored the basic gospel, they had failed
to discover other important truths. Bap-
tism by immersion, immortality as a gift
bestowed by Christ at the resurrection of
the just, the seventh-day as the Bible
Sabbath, and other truths ... were still
lost in the shadows.'"
After reaching a certain point the

successors of the Protestant believers
were content to consolidate their
achievements, neglecting to advance in
truth "They focused their attention on
the Reformers' words and opinions in-
stead of on Scripture. A few discovered
new truthS, but the majority refused to
advance beyond what the early Re-
formers believed. Consequently the
Protestant faith degenerated into formal-
ism and scholasticism, and errors that
should have been discarded were en-
shrined. The flame of the Reformation
gradually died out, and Protestant
churches themselves became cold, for-
mal, and in need of reform.''9
The Faithful and True Witness ap-

proached these Christians with a mes-
sage to be watchful, to strengthen the
things that still remained and were ready
to die, and to repent of their lukewarm-
ness. See Revelation 3:2. A few of them
heeded His appeal, but the majority re-
fused it. In God's prophetic clock, two
events were soon to take place:

1. The ending of tbe 1260-year
propbecy in A.D. 1798, bringing to the
Papacy a deadly wound. lo In that year
the political and the religious powers
held by tbis cunning, apostate system
were removed. George Trevor, referring
to the deposing of this political and
ecclesiastic power, put it this way: "The
Papacy was extinct: not a vestige of its
existence remained; and among all the
Roman Catholic powers not a finger
was stirred in its defense. The Eternal
City had no longer prince [political] or
pontiff [ecclesiastic]; its bishop was a
dying captive in foreign lands; and the
decree was already announced that no
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successor would be allowed in his
place.JlIl

2. Tbe ending of tbe BOO-day
propbecy in A.D. 1844, signaling the rise
of another remnant-God's last. The
pioneers of this new movement believed
Christ would returned in 1844. In this
they were mistaken, and as a con-
sequence, many who believed in the
second corning of Jesus Christ were
disappointed.

God's Last Remnant-
Tbe Adventist Movement

God used William Miller to pioneer
the beginnings of this new movement.
Ellen White makes the following com-
ments: "Like the first disciples, William
Miller and his associates did not, them-

selves, fully comprehend the import of
the message which they bore. Errors that
had been long established in tbe church
prevented them from arriving at a cor-
rect interpretation of an important point
in the prophecy....

"As the disciples were mistaken in
regard to the kingdom to be set up at the
end of the seventy weeks, so Adventists
were mistaken in regard to the event to
take place at the expiration of the 2300
days. In both cases there was an accept-
ance of, or rather an adherence to, popu-
lar errors that blinded the mind to the
trutb ...

"Yet God accomplished His own
beneficent purpose in permitting the
warning of the judgment to be given just
as it was.... The message was designed
for the testing and purificatioll of the
church."" Emphasis supplied

The early Adventist community was
purified through many trials. Though the
majority left this prophetic movement, a
remnant remained. uWhilc many, under
strong temptation, yielded their faith,
there were some who stood firm. The
fruits of the Advent movement, the spirit
of humility and heart searching, of re-

nouncing of the world and reformation
of life, which had attended the work,
testified that is was from God.""

Through the vastness of time the
reassuring words of Christ came to this
handful of faithful believers, saying:
"Fear nOl, little flock; for it is your
Father's good pleaswe to give you the
kingdom." Luke 12:32

Our wonderful God revealed to the
people of the Adventist movement the
uniqueness and the importance of the
sanctuary doctrine, which helped to ex-
plain to them the disappointment re-
cently experienced. It also guided the
believers to take upon their hearts the
sacred responsibility to vindicate before
the universe the character of God as
revealed in His Law. Sec Revelation
12:17; 14:12. They started to "build the

old waste places, ... raise up the foun-
dations of many generations (Isaiah
58:12)," and to repair the breach of truth
that had been destroyed by human tradi-
tions. They constituted the remnant of
God for these last days, ready to pro-
claim the three angels' messages to a
rebellious world, dying without God and
without hope. See Revelation 14:6-12

Rest or Remnant?
Some modern Bible versions use

the word "rest" instead of "remnant"
when translating Revelation 12:17.
Therefore the importance and use of
the term remnant is worth mentioning.
A well-known Adventist minister
points out that "the word remnant is a
term used several times in the Old
lOstament and also by Paul in Romans
9-11. It is rich in theological signifi-
cance. On the other hand, 'rest' [used
by some modern versions] is just an
ordinary word. The underlying Greek
term in Revelation 12:17 belongs to the
same family of words used for remllant
by Paul and frequently (though not
always) used for it in the Greek transla-



It is only by reason of His marvelous patience
that they are not cut down as cumberers of the
ground. But His Spirit will not always strive.
His patience will wait but little longer

tion of the Old Testament (the LXX or
Septuagint).""

When the Old Testament uses the
word remnant we find with it the de-
scriptions of prophecies that did not find
a fulfillment with the literal or histori-
cal-geographical Israel, but will be ful-
filled by a people who will stand in the
last days and in thc prcsence ofGod with
perfect characters.

The translation of the word remnant
can provide us the proper understanding
for it, and even more:

"(1) Use of the word remnant to
identify the commandment keepers in
Revelation 12:17 helps us associate thc
end-time saints with the grand predic-
tions of the Old Testament prophets.

"(2) It helps us perceive the true
significance of the commandment
keepers as the group, ... that is
specially idcntified as preserving and
restoring God's true church.

"(3) It reaffirms the promise of the
group's ultimate holiness, 'lame' and
'outcast' though it may appear for a
while.

"(4) Not least by any means, use of
the word remnant in [Revelation) 12:17
reminds us that in the Bible the preserva-
tion and sanctification of the remnant is
,n act ofGod's transcending grace. Thus
the principal actor in [Revelation) 12:17
is not really the dragon who makes war,
but the Lord Himself who behind the
scenes is fUlfilling His loving promises.

"The very word remnant reminds us
that God cares. It reminds us that in the
end-time God Himself is restoring His
true church, His one fold (John 10:16),
and inviting all who will to join it.""

Revelation 12: 17 also gives us
another characteristic: the remnant
"have the testimony of Jesus Christ." As
the Bible interprets itself, this word tells
us that "the testimony of Jesus is the
spirit of prophecy." Revelation 19:10.
The remnant church possesses the gift of
prophecy. This gift is bestowed by the
Holy Spirit "for the perfecting of the
saints, ... for the edifying of the body of
Christ," and for the prosperity of God's
elected people.I' The Lord gave to the
remnant church the Spirit of Prophecy
through the ministry of Ellcn G. White
who played an important role in the
formation of the Adventist movement.
She passed all of the biblical tests, thus
proving that she indeed was a person
:ndowed with this prophetic gift. These
tests are crucial as we realize that in the
last days our Redeemer predicted "many

false prophets" would rise and deceive
many. See Matthew 24:11; 1 John 4:1.
Actually there are other churches which
teach obedience to all of the Ten Com-
mandments, including the fourth, but of
these churches ONLY the Seventh-day
Adventist Church has been blesscd with
the wonderful gift of prophecy. Because
of these solemn facts our prayer should
be: Lord, help us to keep diligenlly the
commandments and the testimonies that
You have given us. Sec Deuteronomy
6:17

Another Question

So we have answered the question
posed in the beginning paragraphs of
this article. But let me ask one more: Has
your heart been sometimes burdened
with a shadow of sadncss when you
meet a brother or sister who, though a
nominal member of this prophetic
movement, nevertheless feels that it
does not really matter whether he wor-
ships in the Adventist Church or not?
Perhaps more and more you meet with
dear fellow membcrs who have aceepted
only halll1cartedly the distinctive truths
God has givcn to His people to make
them a unique spiritual group.

What causcd this situation to
develop? Could it be that we have
dcsired the silver and gold of this
world, and by adopting a matcrialistic
way of living we have been snared?
Could it be that in the process we have
lost our sense of spiritual identity and
the purpose for our existence as a re-
ligious and prophetic people? Could it
be that our association with society,
along with the adoption of their ways
of thinking (their philosophies and
isms), has gone beyond the permissible
limits and are playing a role in thc
problems mentioned above? Maybe the
time has arrived in this solemn hour
that we should address this situation
with sincerity of heart and with the
honcsty that should characterize the

followers of the incarnatc Truth of
God, our Lord Jesus Christ.

A Word of Warning

Lest we repose in idle satisfaction,
God has sent us a solcmn warning in
Testimonies vol. 5, 611-612: "God has
not been unmindful of the good deeds,
the self-dcnying acts, of the church in
the past. All are registered on high. But
thcse are not cnough. Thesc will not
save thc church when she ceases fa fulfill

her mission. Unless the cruel neglect and
indifferencc manifested in thc past shall
cease, the church, instead of going from
strength to strength, will continue to
degenerate into weakness and formality.
Shall we let this be? Is the dull torpor,
thc mournful deterioration of love and
spiritual zeal, to be perpetuatcd? Is this
the condition in which Christ is to find
His church?

"Brcthren, your own lamps will
surely flicker and grow dim until they go
out in darkness unless you make decided
efforts to reform.... The opportunity
now presentcd may be shor!. If this
season of grace and repentance passes
unimproved, the warning is given: 'I
will come unto thee quickly, and will
removc thy candlcstick out of his place.'
Revelation 2:5. These words are uttered
by the lips of the long-suffering, forbear-
ing One. They are a solemn warning to
churches and individuals that the
Watcher who never slumbers is measur-
ing their course of action. It is only by
reason of His marvelous patience that
they are not cut down as cumbcrers of
the glound. But His Spirit will not al-
ways strive. His patience wilt wait but
little longcr." Emphasis supplied

"The Lord Jesus will always have a
chosen people to serve Him. When the
Jewish people rejected Christ, the Prince
of life, He took from them the kingdom
of God and gave it unto the Gentilcs.
God will continue to work on this prin-
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ciple with every branch of His work.
When a church proves unfaithful to the
work of the Lord, whatever their posi-
tion may be, however high and sacred
their calling, the Lord can no longer
work with them. Others are then chosen
to bear important responsibilities."17

"As the Lord has entrusted us with
this sacred legacy, its privileges and
solemn responsibilities, the enemy of
our souls tries to tempt us with a spirit of
pride and self-righteousness as he did
ancient Israel. But the Lord clearly teUs
us that because of His great love the
remnant was chosen. And if we do not
live up to the light that He has given us,
He I will remove' our 'candlestick out of
his place.' 'The axe is laid unto the root
of the trees: therefore every tree which
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
down and cast into the firc.' "18

May our prayer be: "0 Lord, hear; 0
Lord, forgive; 0 Lord, hearken and do;
defer not, for Thine own sake, 0 my
God: for ... Thy people are eaUed by
Thy name."19 0

I Ezekiel 33: 11, 19
2 See John 8:44; Roman.'i 8:32; 1 Pelet 1:19-20
.' 11le New Testament in Modem Speech
• Hebrews 13:21; James 4:7; sec Luke 18:27;
2 PClCr 1:4

, 1 Thessalonians 4:3, 7; sec Romans 6:22; Ro·
mans 8:14

• See EzeJdcl 20:12, 20; Matthew 5:16; Exodus
20:11
• ScvclIlh.dayAdvctltist Believe ... • 160
I Ibid.
• Ibid.
>0 RcveL11ion 12:6; 13:3
II Rome: From the Fall of the Wcstcm Empire, 440
by George Trevor, (London: The Religious Troct
Society, 1868)

U Tire Grcat Comrollersy, 351-353
u Ibid., 405
10 God Cares, Vol. 2, 406 by C. Mervyn Maxwell,
Boise, Idaho (pacifie Press Publishing Nsocia-
lion)

IS Ibid., 407
,. Ephesirms 4:11-12; sec 1 Corinthians 12:10;
2 Chronicles 20:20

Il The Up'ward Look, 131
.. ReveL1lion 2:5; Matthew 3:10; sec Deuteronomy
7:7-8

If Daniel 9: 19
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Lessons from Achan
Continued from 11

God?-By studying His Word. "And
this is life eternal, that they might know
Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom Thou hast sent." John 17:3
Of what profit is it to say pleasant

things, to deplore the works of Satan, and
yet at the same time to enter into the
fulfillment of ail his devices? This is
being double-minded. "Wash you, make
you clean; put away the evil of your
doings from before Mine eyes, cease to
do evil; learn to do weU; seek judgment,
relieve the oppressed, judge the father-
less, plead for the widow. Come now,
and let us reascn together, saith the
LoRD: though your sins be as scarlet,
they shail be as white as snow; though
they be red like crimson, they shail be as
wool. If ye be wiIIing and obedient, ye
shaU eat the good of the land: but if ye
refuse and rebel, ye shaU be devoured
with the sword: for the mouth of the Lord
hath spoken it." Isaiah 1:16-20

There must be a cleansing of the
hands, and a purifying of the double mind.
"Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let
your laughter be turned into mourning,
and your joy to heaviness." James 4:9. It
is right to be cheerful, and even joyful. It
is right to cultivate ehcerfulness of spirit
through sanctification of the truth; but it is
not right to indulge in foolish jesting and
joking, in lightness and trilling, in words
of criticism and condemnation of others.
Those who observe such persons who
make a profession of religion, know that
they are deceived. They know that the
hands of such professors need to be
cleansed, their hearts need to be purified.
They need to experience genuine repent-
ance for sin. What have they to mourn
over? They should mourn over their incli-
nation to sin, over the danger they are in
from inward corruption and from outward
temptation. TIleY should be afraid because
they have so feeble a sense of the sinful-
ness of sin, and so lillie idea of what
constitutes sin.

Wben you truly repent ofsin, you will
not be satisfied to acknowledge Simply
that you are sinful, and let the matter rest
there. Do you intend to remain sinful
while life shail last? Do you mean to
violate your conscience? Do you mean to
do evil always? What does the Lord say
to those who have had light, and yet have
failed to live in accordance wilh it?
"TIlerefore to him that knoweth to do
gOOd, and doeth il not, to him it is sin."
James 4:17. "Humble yourselves in the

sight of the Lord, and He shail lift you
up." James 4: 10. There is a repentance of
sin that needeth not to be repented of.
"And every man that hath this hope in
him pwifieth himself, even as he is pure."
!John 3:3

Does this text mean that the human
agent can remove one stain of sin from his
soul?-No. Then what does it mean to
purify himself?-It means to look upon
the Lord's great moral standard of right-
eousness, the holy law of God, and see
that he is a sinner in the light of that law.
"Whosoever eommitteth sin transgresseth
also the law: for sin is the transgression of
the law. And ye know that He was
manifested to take away our sin; and in
Him is no sin." I John 3:4--5. It is through
faith in Jesus Christ that the truth is
accepted in the heart and the human agent
is purified and cleansed. Jesus was
"wounded for our transgressions, He was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastise-
ment of our peace was upon Him; and
with His stripes we are healed." Isaiah
53:5. Is it possible to be healed, while
knowingly committing sin?-No; it is
genuine faith that says, I know that I have
committed sin, but that Jesus has par-
doned my sin; and hercafter I wiIl resist
temptation in and through His might.
"Every man that hath this hope in Him
[abiding in Him] purifieth himself, even
as He is pure." I John 3:3. He has an
abiding principle in the soul, that enables
him to overcome temptation. "Whosoever
abideth in Him sinneth not." Verse 6. God
has power to keep the soul who is in
Christ, when that soul is under temptation.

sinneth hath not seen Him,
neilher known Him." Verse 6. That is,
everyone who is a true believer is
sanctified through the truth, in life and
character. "Little children, let no man
deceive you: he that doeth [not professeth
to do] rightcousness is righteous, even as
He is righteous." "Whosoever is born of
God doth not commit sin; ... because he
is born ofGod. In this the children ofGod
are manifest, and the children of the
devil." Verses 7-10. Now mark where the
distinction is made: "Whosoever doeth
not righteousness is not ofGod, neither he
that loveth not his brother."Verse 10. "My
little children, let us not love in word,
neilber in tongue; but in deed and in
truth." 1 John 3:18 0

This article appeared in four parts in The
Youth's Instructor, 159-163 (January 25
February I, 8, 15, 1894. OriginaUy en-
titled "Words to the Young.")



Ministry ofHealing Seminar
Due 10 interest beyond our capacity in

our Ministry of Healing seminar scheduled
for April, we have scheduled another sem-
inar May 15-21. -lbese seminars include:
(1) hands-on training in how to use fomen-
tations, fever baths, contrast baths, heating
compresses, charcoal poultices, massage,
diet, and herbs for the treatment of disease;
(2) lectures on the major themes of The
Ministry of Healing, God's eight laws of
health, true and false principles in physical
healing and menta] development, choice
and preparation of the Christian home; and
(3) a special Sabbath program. Room and
board (if needed) is $40; tuition is $85.
Please call immediately to make reserva-
tions if you are interested.

Annual Camp Meetings
With longer days and warmer tempera-

tures. Adventists start thinking about camp
meeting. We at Hope International will be
hosting OUf seventh annual camp meeting
at Eatonville this summer. Other camp
meetings are being arranged across the
,;ountry, two of which arc listed below.
Watch for more details in upcoming issues
ofOur Firm FOllndation and newsleuers.

Loudenville,OII

Loudenville (between Mount Vernon
and Ashland, Ohio), will host a camp
meeting June 6-9, beginning Thursday
noon. Names of speakers are not finalized
at the time of this printing.

For more information call (614) 393-
1125

Eatonville, WA

The dales for the camp meeting at our
headqu<lners arc sCt for July 17-21. See
more infornlation on the back page.

Training Seminars
1l1rce different three-day seminars arc

scheduled for .JIlly 22-24 for those who can
stay after thc Eatonville camp meeting.

Those looking for a full- or part-time
outreach which they can use in their work
for the Lord should consider attending the
Colporteur Tr:lining Seminar. Taught by
'ohn Martin, this session deals with both
.hc inexpensive paperback books and the
more durable hard·bound volumes. in-
cludes theory and practice.

Bulletin Board
Parents of school-age children will be

interested in the Home Schooling Semi-
nar taught by Gwen Hawkins of Country
Gardens School. For more information caB
(509) 525-8143

Everyone with a body to care for has
reason to be interested in the Hydrother-
apy, Natural Remedies, and Nutrition
Seminar. Combining classwork and
theory with actual experience in giving
hydrotherapy treatments, this seminar is
intended to be very practical for thc aver-
age person. Tuition, for this seminar only,
is $15 per person.

Each of these seminars is designed for
people who cannot take a great deal of
time off from work or family. Those who
have the opportunity for more thorough
instruction may wish to consider the four-
month course offered by Life Abundant
Missionary Institute.

CORRECTION

In the June, 1990, issue of Our Firm
FOlmdotion magazine I had an article en-
titled "The Legacy of John Darby." In that
article were penned these words, "Most
Seventh-day Adventists knew little more
than the name John Darby until the advent
of Desmond Ford and the New Theology.
After Dr. Ford studied for his second
doctorate in the early 19705 at Manchester
University in England, however, the issue
surfaced. His major professor, Dr. F. F.
Bruce, was a renowned member of the
Plymouth Brethren Church. It was obvious
that some of Dr. Ford's prophetic views
were strikingly similar to those of John
Darby, the founder of the Plymouth
Brethren. Though it seemed reasonable
that Ford was infiuenced by Dr. Bruce,
nevertheless, he had some of these con-
cepts long before proceeding to Man-
chester University. Indeed, it is almost
certain that his affinity for these prophetic
concepts led to his decision to study at the
feet of Dr. Bruce."

Recently I have been in contact with Dr.
Ford, and he has taken exception to some of
the statements I wrote in that anicle. Dr.
Ford believed that in a number of key areas
I had misrepresented the facts, and therefore,
I want to correct them. Firstly, he assured me
that he is not a futuris!. This issue had been
clarified toward the cnd of the anicle in
which I had written, "Of course, Desmond
Ford provided a plausible presentation of
such in his apOlelesmatic scheme of pro-
phetic interpretation." However, the possi-
bility is that the reader was unfamiliar with

the tenn "apotelesmatic." In Dr. Ford's use
of the term, it meant that he believed that the
fulfillment of the antichrist prophecies was
in the past [or the preterist view], was
historical [historisist view] and was in the
future [futuristic view]. In other words, he
proposed a successive reinterpretation and
fulfillment of prophecy. However, as I have
pointed out to Dr. Ford, his interpretation of
the man of sin of Second Thessalonians,
chapter two, which he gave in his doctoral
thesis presented to Manchester University,
was a futuristic view when he emphasized
that the man of sin was not a personage of
the past, nor a succession of individuals;
thus effectively denying the historisist view
of the papal antichrisl.

Concerning his relationship with the
late Dr. F. F. Bruce, he pointed out that he
took no classes from Dr. Bruce, but that Dr.
Bruce was the supervisor of his thesis. This
is a common situation in a British type
university. I, in my own doctoral works,
studied under Professor R. A. Champion,
but took no classes from him at the doctoral
level. Dr. Ford believed that the term
"studied at the feet of' gave an impact that
he had taken classes from him, but, of
course, that was not the intent of the state-
ment. The intent was merely to indicate the
possibility of influence by Dr. Bruce.

Perhaps the most important correction
is concerning Dr. Bruce's beliefs. Dr. Ford
has assured me that he, Dr. Bruce, was not
a futurist but was a preterisl. This is sur-
prising to me, for it is inconsistent with his
Plymouth Brethren background. But it is
important for us to note that the preterist
view had its origin in the same deceptive
Jesuit theology as did the futuristic view.

The reader will recall that in 1585 Fran-
cisco Rivera had developed the futuristic
concept in a desperate attempt to derail the
identification by the Protestant Rcfonnation
of the Roman Catholic O1urch as the an-
tichrisl. In 1604 another Jesuit, Luis de
Alcazar, had established the pretenst view,
the concept that the antichrist had appeared
before the time of Christ in the personage of
the rather obscure Selucid King Antiochus
Epiphanes who had desecrated the temple in
Jerusalem in the second century B. C. The
views of de Alcazar were also meant to
derail the Protestant emphasis upon the
Roman Catholic Church as the antichrisl.
That view was first taken up by the Higher
Critical School of Biblical Interpretation in
Gennany in the eighteenth century, and still
persists amongst liberal and higher critical
schools of Protestant theology today.
- Colin Standish
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Ralph Larson, a retired pastor. last served
chairman ofthe Church alldMinistry Depan
ment of the Seventh-day Adventist Theologi-
cal Seminary, For East,

ventist Bible Commemary, vol. 7, 944-
945. All emphasis supplied

"I saw that the Word of God, as a
whole, is a perfect chain, one portior
linking into and explaining another."
Early Writillgs, 221
This same presupposition con-

tributed directly to the next, that conclu-
sions are to be based on the weight of
the evidence, not on isolated or unclear
passages.

"God designs that men shall not
decide from impUlse, but from weight
of evidence, carefully comparing scrip-
ture with scripture." The Desire of
Ages, 458

"God does not propose to remove all
occasion for unbelief. He gives evi-
dence, which must be carefully investi-
gated with a humble mind and teachable
spirit; and all should decide from the
weight of the evidence.n Testimonies,
vol. 3,255

"God givcs sufficient evidence for
the candid mind to believe; but he who
turns from the weight of evidellce ...
will be left in the cold, chilling atmos-
phcre of unbelief and questioning
doubts, and will make shipwreck of
faith." Testimonies, voL 4,232
"God has made ample provision to

establish the faith of all men, if they wil
decide from the weight of evidence."
Ibid., 583-4

This procedure in Bible study was in
strong contrast to the methods that were
commonly employed by other religious
groups, who passed by the many clear
and direct scriptures on various points
and fastened their attention on certain
passages that were obscure or doubtful
enough so that they could be interpreted
as desired. This seeking of loopholes in
evidence is termed "loophole logic."
This practice was especially prevalent
in regard to such subjects as the Sab-
bath, the state of the dead, and the
biblical rules of health. Since the ob-
vious scriptural truth regarding these
subjects was not pleasing, these persons
diligently sought a way of escaping
from the truth by utilizing "loophole
logic."

Those of us who have spent years in
evangelistic work have met many of
these people and have become familiar
with their characteristic evasions. When

TheWeight of the Evidence

T HE Seventh-day Adventist "plat-
form of truth" which brought light

to a darkened world was formed through
years of careful and prayerful study of
the elltire Bible. Some Christian groups
were discounting the Old Testament
while professing to accept the New.
Others were going so far as to discount
the four gospels and began their reading
of the Bible with the story of Pentecost
in the second Chapter of Acts. Not a few
were discounting the book of Rcvela-

/11 this article Ralph Larsoll comillues a
series which he began ill January.

tion. But our pioneers firmly rejected all
such manipulative approaches to Bible
study, and accepted without reservation
the truth affirmed by the apostle Paul in
2 Timothy 3:16:

"All scripture is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness."

The same principle of truth was set
forth by God's messenger in such state-
ments as these:

"I take the Bible just as it is, as the
inspired Word. I believe its utterances in
an elltire Bible." The Sevelllh-day Ad-
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With 400 statements, we have all that we could
possibly need. By comparing one with another
and deciding from the weight of evidence, we
may readily comprehend her message and her
intention

those who arc interested in our message
once accept the principle of deciding
from the weight of evidence, they have
no further difficulty with this "loophole
logic." They readily recognize it as an
attempt to evade the truth rather than to
clarify the truth. This may be taken as a
basic general principle. Deciding from
the weight of evidence is a characteristic
of the genuine truth-seeker. Ignoring the
weight of evidence and making use of
"loophole logic" is a characteristic of
those who are trying to evade truth and
justify their own wrong course.

Evasions of truth seem to follow
similar patterns. In previous articles we
have pointed out the fallacy that is
sometimes foisted upon us by those
who make invalid accusations
ing "quotations out of context." Actu-
ally, all quotations are out of (removed
from) context, or else they would not
be quotations. The real purpose of
adding the words lIout of context" to
the word "quotations" is to indicate
that the quotation has been used in a
manner that the original writer did not
intend, thus perverting the passage to
an improper use.

Some try to confuse and mislead us
by asserting that quotations are being
used out of context simply because
they are quotations, even though there
has been no departure from the inten-
tion of the original writer. Ellen White
is more precise in using the expression
"statements ... separated from their
proper connection" (Mallt/script Re-
leases, vol. 5, 154) to describe a wrong
use of quotations. Others describe
them as "quotations used in violatioll
of context."

We have seen that the use of Spirit of
Prophecy quotations in violation of their
context, contrary to the obvious intention
of the writer, is a charactcristic of somc
of the materials being circulated by those
who are promoting Calvinism among us.
A glaring example is found on page 497
of Dr. L. E. Froom's Movemenr of
Destilly. Ellen White has written:

"In taking upon Himself man's na-
ture in its fallen condition, Christ did not
in thc least participate in its sin." Siglls
of the Times, June 9, 1898; Selected
Messages, book 1, 256

As we have noted before, Dr.
Froom laid aside the first part of this
sentence and placed the last part of the
sentence under a totally contrary para-
graph of his own, thus producing this
construction:

"Took Sinless Nature of Adam
Before Fall ... He did not in the least
participate in its sin."

This reverses the intention of the
writer and causes her to be understood as
having said the exact opposite of what
she actually said.

If we arc to take the charitable view
of this grievous departure from proce-
dural integrity and assume that Dr.
Froom had no wrong intention but was
only confused as to Ellen White's mean-
ing, this leads to the question, How
might that confusion have been
avoided? Answer: By drawing conclu-
sions from the weight of the evidence.

In the twenty-five million words
written by Ellen White there is no lack
of evidence as to her belief about the
human nature of Christ. We are not
required to do any guessing in order to
ascertain her meaning.
Ifwe begin with a simple assessment

of the evidcncc, we find that she ex-
pressed her views on this subject in
writing approximately 400 times. Two
conclusions are immediately apparent:

A. No further evidellce is lIeeded. If
we are not able to determine a writer's
intention as expressed in 400 statements,
there would be nothing gained by supply-
ing US with 4,000. The problem is ob-
viously with us, not with the evidence.

b. If there are statements among the
400 that are not immediately clear to
us, this problem can be readily re-
solved by comparisons with the other
statements by the same writer. There is
no reason to reach outside of Ellen
White's own writings to engage in
highly speculative conjectures about
the similarity between some of her
words and the words of another writer.
And if this procedure is carried to the
extent of assuming that because Ellen
White seems to agree with another
writer's thinking on a certain point,
this indicates that she also agreed with
that writer on other points, we are

certainly abandoning sound principles
of procedure and building on a per-
ilously unstable foundation.

Thus, when church members ask me
what I think about certain comparisons
of Ellen White's writings with the writ-
ings of Herman Melville, I answer that I
am comforlable with Herman Melville
as interpreted by Ellen White. I am not
comfortable with Ellen White as inter-
preted by Herman Melville (or anyone
else). There is no need to strain Ellen
White's words through the thinking of
any other writer in order to ascertain
their meaning. With 400 statements, we
have all that we could possibly need. By
comparing one with another and decid-
ing from the weight of evidence, we may
readily comprehend her message and her
intention.

Having then taken assessment of the
evidence and having concluded that it is
fully adequate, we move on to analyze
the 400 statements themselves.

Our first observation is that her testi-
mony is remarkably consistent. She first
went into print regarding the human
nature of our Lord in the year 1858 in
the book Sp;r;/llal Gifts, vol. 1,25:

"Jesus also told (the angels) ... that
He should take man's fallen nature, and
His strength would not be even equal
with theirs."

years later, a few months
before her death, she closed her undevi·
ating 400-statement testimony with this
passage in Siglls ofthe Times, January 5,
1915:
"He made Himself of no reputation,

took upon Himself the form of a servant,
and was made in thc likeness of sinful
flesh.... Sinless and exalted by nature,
the Son of God consented to take the
habiliments of humanity. to become one
lVith thefallell race."

Between these two statements we
find no indication that she ever changed
her mind or felt the need to modify
anything that she had written. The last
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statement is, if anything, more forceful
than the first.

Our next observation is that her testi-
mony is scriptural. Like other Adventist
writers (who may have been following
her example), she focused her attention
quite strongly on the statement of Paul in
Romans 8:3:
"God sending His own Son in the

likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh.1>

She employed Paul's words "in the
likeness of sinful flesh" a total of
twenty-eight times. We again point out
that this provides us with all the material
that we need in order to ascertain her
meaning if we will compare passage
with passage and dccide from the weight
of evidence. There is no occasion to
engage in such spurious human reason-
ing as is now being attempted by some
writers and speakers among us. OUT
question must not be, What can we do
with Paul's words? but rather, What did
she do with Paul's words?

In her twenty-eight usages of Paul's
expression, "in the likeness of sinful
flesh" we find fifteen equivalences, in
which she equates "likeness of sinful
Desh" with expressions of her own.
These expressions include "our nature"
four times; "human nature" three times;
"nature or man" twice; "in all things
(points) like His brethren" three times.
Her emphasis in all of these passages
using the words "in the likeness of
sinful flesh" is on similarity, not dissim-
ilarity, as elsewhere expressed in stat-
ments like these:
"nature . .. indentical to our own."

Manuscript 94, 1893, Selecled Mes-
sages, book 3, .129
"He became flesh, even as we are."

Testimonies, vol. 8, 286
"He was clothed with a body like

ours." Review and Herald, February 5,
1895
"bearing the humanity we bear."

Manuscript 2.1, .1895, The Sevell/h-day
AdveJ1list Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 925

"bone of our bone and flesh of our
flesh." SelecledMessages, book 3,130
"The human nature of Christ was

like unto ours." Manuscript 42, 1897
Next, we observe six /loll-equiv-

alencies in which the emphasis is on
contrast, rather lhan similarity. In these
statements we read that the "likeness of
sinful flesh" made Him different from
the angels (three times); and different
from the unfallen Adam (twice). Then
there is an interesting passage in which
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she contrasts "flesh" with "sinful
fiesh":
"He took our infirmities. He was not

only made flesh, but he was made in the
likeness of sinful flesh." Letter 106,
1896, The Sevell/h-day Advell/ist Bible
Commentary, vol. 5, 1124

In this same source, Letter 106,
1896, we find an inverted equivalency in
which she departs from her usual prac-
tice of setting forth what Jesus was able
to do in sinful human nature to recom-
mend what we can do, by His grace, in
sinful human nature.

"Just that which you may be, He was
in human nature." Ibid. This though is also
echoed in such other passages as this:
"And as Jesus was in human flesh, so

God means His followers to be." Signs
of the Times, April 1, J897

Finally, among these twenty-eight
usages of Paul's words, "in the likeness
of sinful flesh," we find two extremely
powerful inclusive equivalencies in
which Paul's words are equated with
more than one of her own expressions.
In the Signs of Ihe Times, February 20,
1893, Ellen White wrote:

"He was to take upon Himself aur
nalUre. ... He had taken upon Himsel f
the nature 01man made in the like-
ness of sinful flesh the Son of God
consented to take the habiliments of
humanity, to become one Wilh thelallen
race."

Notice carefully the inclusive equiv-
alencies: Our nature=lwmon no-
ture=likeness of sinful fles!t=one with
the fallen race. Surely this should re-
move all doubt and satisfy all questions
as to what Ellen White intended us to
understand from her usage of Paul's
words, "in the likeness of sinful flesh."
And surely this should provide us with a
convincing demonstration of the prin-
ciple that El1en White's writings can be
successfully understood by comparison
with other Ellen White writings, just as
the Bible is best interpreted by the Bible.
No straining of either, through the words
of another (uninspired) writer is needed.
All we need to do is decide from the
weight of the evidence.

On a smaller scale, we may demon-
strate the same principle by considering
this statement:

"Christ did in reality unite the of-
fending nature of man with His own
sinless nature." Manuscript 166, 1898;
Manuscript Release 1238, 3
This may give rise to the question,

What does Ellen White mean by "His

own sinless nature?" Is she proposing
that Christ had two human natures, one
sinful and one sinless, one fallen and the
other unfallen? Hardly. Let us compare
two other passages:

"(Christ) took humanity, uniting the
offender with His divine nature." The
Youtll's Instruclor, July 29, 1897
"He . .. connected sinful man with

His own divine nature." Review and
Herald, October 16, 1894

Obviously, Ellen White intended for
us to understand that His own sinless
nature was His divine nature. There is no
need for uncertainty here, if we will let
Ellen White explain her own writings to
us and decide from the weight of the
evidence.

Neither should there be any uncer-
tainty as to how Ellen White viewed
the human nature of our Lord as com-
pared with the nature of the unfallen
Adam. She did not neglect this subject.
We find among her 400 statements
about the humanity of Jesus a total of
116 lines in which a comparison is
made between Christ and the unfallen
Adam. NOI a single line suggests simi-
larity. Every sentence emphasizes the
difference, rather than the similarity,
contrasting, rather than comparing.
Notice the usc of the word contrast in
this passage:

"Adam was in the perfection of man-
hood-the noblest of the Creator's
works. He was in the image of God, but
a little lower than the angels. What a
contrast the second Adam presented as
He entered the gloomy wilderness to
cope with Satan single-handed! Since
the Fall the race had been decreasing in
size and physical strength, and sinking
lower in the scale of moral worth, up to
the period ofChIist's advent to the earth.
In order to elevate fallen man, ChIist
must reach him where he was. He took
human naturc, and bore thc infirmities
and degeneracy of the race." The Bible
Ecllo, October 20, 1913

It is difficult to understand how
anyone could read the 116 lines that
Ellen White wrote contrasting the
human nature and situation of our Lord
with that of the unfallen Adam and still
insist that she is describing a likeness.
Yet, this practice is not uncommon
today.

It is likely that most of the readers
of this article have The Desire ofAges
in their home library. We would there-
fore recommend the careful study of
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The Need of
Self-Surrender

W E have the assurance that in this
age of the world the Holy Spirit

will work with mighty power, unless by
our unbelief we limit our blessing, and
thus lose the advantages we might ob-
tain....

In times past holy men ofold spake as
they were moved by the Holy Spirit. In
ancient times the prophets searched what
the Spirit of God which was in them
signified. The Spirit was not then given in
power because Jesus was not yet
glorified. Dating from the day of Pente-
cost, the Holy Spirit was to be poured
forth on sons and daughters, on servants
and handmaidens. In every hill country,
every lowland, every valley, humble
workmen for the Lord are to be raised up.
The divine, sacred influence of the Holy
Spirit working in our world is to be as
signs andwonders, becauseGod's people
are a peculiar people, an holy nation,
shining amid moral darkness as living
stones in the Lord's building. The
'veakest and feeblest, if they exercise
.aith in God, and improve their entrusted
powers, will be elevated, refined and

perfected in character under the Holy
Spirit's working. Humble and contrite,
they submit to the moulding and fashion-
ing of the Spirit, and they will know what
His eternal fuIness means.

We need an enlarged faith. The Lord
desires His will to be done in the hearts
of all who believe in Him. But many
who might be laborers together with
God will never be, because they cling to
Iheir imperfections of character. One
clings 10 a cherished fault. Still another
enjoys his hereditary and cultivated de-
fects, and makes it his lifework to build
himself up and glorify himself, until at
last he is found to be filled, not with the
Holy Spirit, but with self.
The great day of the Lord is righl

upon us, and God calls for messengers
who will be worked by the Holy Spirit,
who will not want to work the Spirit.
Such messengers will be guided by the
Spirit, moulded, refined, and beautified
in righteousness because they are
willing to be worked. But those who are
satisfied to carry with them a vast
amount of selfishness, faultfinding, sus-

plclon, distrust, and strife, will be so
deceived that they will not know their
short measurement. They are filled with
their own doings. They have not the
least idea of what it means to be
crucified with Christ. To humble self is
an experience strange to them. Before
they can serve God acceptably, self must
die. Christ's words, "Ye must be born
again," "Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God," must
come home to them with power.

Nicodemus, to whom these words
were addressed, was amaster in Israel, a
member of the Sarlhedrin; and a learned
counsellor: yet when Christ told him of
the new birth, he said, "How can these
things be?" Christ answered, "Art thou a
master of Israel, and knowest not these
things? Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
We speak that we do know, and testify
that we have seen; and ye receive not our
witness. If I have told you earthly things,
and ye believe not, how shall ye believe
if I tell you of heavenly things? And no
man hath ascended up to heaven, but he
that came down from heaven, even the
Son of man which is in heaven. And as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder-
ness, even so must the Son of man be
lifted up: that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have eternal
life. For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in Him should not per-
ish, but have everlasting life." John
3:1(}-16

Why do we not have more of the
faith that works by love and purifies the
soul? There is awork to be done in every
one of our institutions. Genuine conver-
sion is needed, conversion of heart,
mind, soul, and body. Self should die
daily. Said the great apostle, "Though
we walk in the flesh, we do not war after
the flesh: (For the weapons of our war-
fare are not carnal, but mighty through
God to the pulling down of strong
holds;) casting down imaginations, and
every high thing that exalteth itself
against the knowledge of God, and
bringing into captivity every thought to
the obedience of Christ." 2 Corinthians
10:3-5. Into this work every individual
needs to put all the intensity of his entire
being. Personal religious experience is
needed in every church. Why?-Be-
cause those who are not under the work-
ing of the Holy Spirit will not stand amid
the perils of the last days.
Genuine conversion is needed. . . .

God's Word declares, "He that glorieth,
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Until these sins are seen, and thrust from the
soul, until every faulty, unlovely trait of
character is transformed by the Spirit's
influence, God cannot manifest Himself in
power

let him glory in the Lord. For not he that
commcndeth himself is approved, but
whom the Lord commendeth." 2
Corinthians 10:17-18. The success of
the ministry of Elias was not due to any
inherited qualities he possessed, but to
the submission of himself to the Holy
Spirit, which was given to him as it will
be given to all who exercise living faith
in God. In his imperfection man has the
privilege of linking himself up with God
through Jesus Christ.

Candidly and seriously we are to
consider the question, Have we humbled
ourselves before God, that the Holy
Spirit may work through us with trans-
forming power? As children of God, it is
our privilege to be worked by His Spirit.
When self is crucified, the Holy Spirit
takes the brokenhearted ones, and makes
them vessels unto honor. They are in His
hands as clay in the hands of the potter.
Jesus Christ will make such men and
women superior in mental, physical, and
moral power. The graces of the Spirit
will give solidity to the character. They
will exert an influence for good because
Christ is abiding in the soul.

Unless this converting power shall
go through our churches, unless the re-
vival of the Spirit of God shall come, all
their profession will never make the
members of the church Christians. There
are sinners in Zion who need to repent of
sins that have been cherished as precious
treasures. Until these sins are seen, and
thrust from the soul, until every faulty,
unlovely trait of character is transformed
by the Spirit's influence, God cannot
manifest Himself in power. There is
more hope for the open sinner than for
the professedly righteous who are not
pure, holy, and undefiled.
I am instructed to bear a message to

those who minister by holding forth the
Word of God to others. You must be
converted. This is surely what you need.
The spiritual anointing of the Lord will
never come to self-sufficient men and
women. Many who are in God's service,
proclaiming the truth by pen and voice,
are not worked by the Holy Spirit. Self
has grown to large proportions. Until the
soul is emptied of self and the Holy
Spirit takes possession, you will be un-
ready for the coming of Christ. You will
certainly be weighed in the golden
scales of the heavenly sanctuary and be
found wanting.
God's promise is to us and to our

children, and to all that are afar off, even
as many as the Lord our God shall call.
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We may claim this promise for our-
selves, and receive the Holy Spirit in His
fulness. Then shall not we who preach
the Word be clothed with the power of
God? Shall we not be in truth His mes-
sengers?

Who is willing to take himself in
hand? Who is willing to lay his finger
upon his cherished idols of sin, and
allow Christ to purify the temple by
casting out the buyers and sellers? Who
is prepared to allow Jesus to enter the
soul and cleanse it from every thing that
tarnishes or corrupts? The standard is,
"Be ye therefore perfect, even as your
Father which is in heaven is perfect."
Matthew 5:48. God calls upon men and
women to empty their hearts of self.
Then His Spirit can find unobstructed
entrance. Stop trying to do the work
yourself. Ask God to work in and
through you until the words of the apos-
tle become yours: "I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me." Galatians 2:20

The whole being must hunger and
thirst after righteousness. The soul's
desire must be to be drawn to God, to be
bent in perfect conformity to His will.
Then the cold, hard heart will be melted
by the grace and love of God, which will
appear in power. God will be glorified
through the human instrumentalities. Self
is the great hindrance to this work....

"From whence come wars and fight-
ings among you? come they not hence,

even of your lusts that war in your
members? Ye lust, and have not: ye kill,
and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye
fight and war, yet ye have not, because
ye ask not. . Do ye think that the
scripture saith in vain, The spirit that
dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? But he
giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith,
God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace
unto the humble. Submit yourselves
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he
wiII flee from you. Draw nigh to God,
and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse
your hands, ye sinners; and purify your

hearts, ye double minded. Be afnicted,
and mourn, and weep: let your laughter
be turned to mourning, and your joy to
heaviness. Humble yourselves in the
sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you
up." James 4:1-2, 5-10

"If ye have bitter envying and strife
in your hearts, glory not, and lie not
against the truth. This wisdom descend-
eth not from above, but is earthly, sen-
sual, devilish. For where envying and
strife is, there is confusion and every
evil work. But the wisdom that is from
above is first pure, then peaceable,
gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of
mercy and good fruits, without partial-
ity, and withnut hypocrisy. And the fruit
of righteousness is sown in peace of
them that make peace." James 3:14-18.
These lessons every church member
should learn. There is need of close
self-examination in the light of the Word
of God, that we may do the work essen-
tial to be done.

Having complied with the Word of
God, do not depend on your feelings for
evidence of acceptance with God. "Faith
is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen." Hebrews
11:1. If you have complied with the
conditions, believe God, whether or not
you feel any different. Christ declared.
"As the Father gave me commandment,
even so I do. . If ye keep my
commandments, ye shall abide in my

love; even as I have kept my Father's
commandments, and abide in his love."
John 14:31; 15:10. Let all who under-
stand the abiding claims of the law of
God, yield implicit obedience to every
requirement given in the Word. The
convictions of the Holy Spirit are
ings which it is dangerous to disregard.

The Two Houses
Christ declares that those who do Hi'

words are like a man who built his house
upon a rock. This house the tempest and



In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, I
appeal to church members to arise and closely
criticize themselves. Feel that this work is so
important that you cannot engage in criticizing
others

nood could not swecp away. Those who
do not do Christ's words are like the
man who built his house upon the sand.
<:;lorrn and tempest beat upon that house,
,ld it fell, and great was the fall of it. It
was an entire wreck. The result of pro-
fessing to keep thc law of God, yet
walking contrary to the principles of that
law, is seen in the wrecked house. Those
who makc a profcssion while failing to
obcy cannot stand the storm of tempta-
tion. One act of disobedience weakens
the power to see the sinfulness nf the
second act. One lillie disregard of a
"Thus saith the Lord" is sufficicnt to
stop the promised blessing of the Holy
Spirit. By disobediencc the light once so
prccious becomes obscure. Satan takes
charge of the mind and soul, and God is
greatly dishonored.

"If ye bewiUing and obedient, yeshall
eat thc good of the land: but if ye refuse
and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the
sword." Isaiah 1:19-20. These words are
true. Exact obedience is required, and
those who say that it is not possible to live
a perfect life throw upon God the imputa-
tion of injustice and untruth.

"Search the scriptures; for in them ye
think ye have eternal life: and they are
they which testify of me." John 5:39. A
'cglect to feed the hunger of the soul
.:aves it weak and strengthless, unable
to do the will of God. The life of such a
one is like the barrcn fig tree, destitute of
fruit. Rely upon no human being for
words of comfort. Seek the Lord most
earnestly, while you read His rich pro-
mises and apply them. Then you will not
be consumers but providers.

The indwelling Saviour is always
revealed by the words. The Holy Spirit
docs not abide in the heart of the man
who is peevish if others do not grasp his
ideas and plans, which appear to him to
be the sum and substance of everything
desirable. From the lips of such a man
there come scathing remarks, which
grieve the Holy Spirit away, and pro-
duce attributes which are satanic rather
than divine. The Lord would have those
conneCled with His work speak at all
times with the meekness of Christ. If
you are provoked, do not become im-
patient. Manifest the gentleness of
which Chrisl has given an example in
His precious life. Christ took our nature
that He might set us an example, show-
ing those who receive Him the fruit they
,ust bear.
The Lord requires those who serve

Him to show by word and action that

they arc sons of God. To show by the
daily life that we are members of lhe
royal family, children of the heavenly
King, is of more value in God's sight
than all learning, all wisdom, all high
attainments. Any other course of action
is dishonesty to the family of God, and
will certainly be divorced from it.

When a man is filled wilh the Holy
Spirit, the more severely he is tested and
tried, the more clearly he proves that he
is a true representative of Christ in word,
in spirit, in action. Christ declares, "He
that believeth on me, the works that I do
shall he do also; and greater works than
these shall he do; because I go unto my

Father." John 14:12. What is the promise
to every true believer?-"Ye shall re-
ceive power, after that the Holy Ghost is
come upon you." Acts 1:8. Might we not
belter, my brethren and sisters, take
selves to task for our unlikeness to
Christ? He says, "Ye are my witnesses."
What kind of witnesses are we for lruth
and righteousness? Arc we striving with
all our God-given powers to reach the
measure of the stature of men and
women in Christ? Are we seeking for
His fulness, ever reaching higher and
higher, trying to attain to the perfection
of His character?

When God's servants reach this
point, they will be sealed in their fore-
heads. The recording angel will declare,
"It is done." They wiII be complete in
Him whose they are by creation and by
redemption.

There is nothing in the natural world
that has life but what grows and pro-
duces fruil. And in the spiritual world
there is no life without growth in grace.
Spiritual impulse is not growth. Impulse
is feeling, and to depend on feeling is 10
be as changeful as circumstances. The
professed Christian who does not draw
life from Christ's life is not a doer of the
Word. He is a paralyzed member, only
connecled in name with the body. At
times fitful, convulsive movements will

be seen, with no permanent activity. Let
no one think that the grace of Christ
inspires these shortlived, impulsive ac-
tions.

Many people are the subjects of im-
pressions which are not reliable. Many
have what they think are good impres-
sions, wonderful exallation of feeling,
but the life does not represent an abiding
Christ. They do not draw life from the
source of all life. They are not drinking
of the living water, which springs up
into elemallife. God's grace is the living
water of which we must drink. It quick-
ens the whole being into spiritual life,
the life of the Son ofGod.

Personal religion means perfect con-
forming to the life of Christ. When we
possess this religion, we shall show
sound, spiritual growth, because we are
partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust. Advance, is the
watchword. There are no idlers in the
Lord's vineyard. We must be laborers
together with God, else we shall fail in
the work of overcoming, and our ir-
religious influence will cause other souls
to fail. No soul is lost that does not draw
other souls down with it. Let every one
who names the name of Christ depart
from all iniquity, that Christ may not be
ashamed of us.

In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, I appeal to church members to
arise and closely criticize themselves.
Feel that this work is so important that
you cannot engage in criticizing others.
Reveal an indwelling Saviour. Then you
will understand what it means to be a
true missionary. You will bring a Christ-
like intensity into your work, and many
souls will be saved through your earnest
prayers and interested labors.-Manu-
script 148, 1899 0

Ad!'elll Review alldSabbath Herald, vol.
6,517-520 (February 7, 1957)
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Giver. They employed the gold and
silver, the precious stones and the choice
wood, in the construction of habitations
for themselves, and endeavored to excel
one another in beautifying their dwell-
ings with the most skillful workmanship.
They sought only to gratify the desires
of their own proud hearts, and reveled in
scenes of pleasure and wickedness. Not
desiring to retain God in their knowl-
edge, they soon came to deny His exist-
ence. They adored nature in place of the
God of nature. They glorified human
genius, worshiped the works of their
own hands, and taught their children to
bow down to graven images." Potn-
arc/IS andProphers, 90

"Noah was a just man and perfect in
his generations, and Noah walked wit'
God." Genesis 6:9. Therefore God chOSe
Noah to carry a message to the wicked

The Gathering
GOD would "have all men to be power of Satan. Christ always separates

saved, and to come unto the knowl- the contrite soul from sin. He came to
edge of the truth." 1 Timothy 2:4. But destroy the works of the devil, and He
salvation has always ultimately been has made provision that the Holy Spirit
conditional on man's willing obedience shall be imparted to every repentant
to God. In speaking to the Israelites soul, to keep him from sinning." The
through Isaiah the prophet, God said: "if Desire ofAges, 311
ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat As the antediluvians drifted further
the good of the land: but if ye refuse and and further away from God's plan for
rebel, ye shall be devoured with the their lives, God sought through Noah to
sword: for the mouth of the Lord hath awaken them to the direction in which
spoken it." Isaiah 1:19-20 they were heading. "God saw that the

God, throughout biblical history, wickedness of man was great in the
has always done all in His power to earth, and that every imagination of the
bring man into a saving relationship thoughts of his heart was only evil con-
with Himself. God's plea has been, tinually." Genesis 6:5
"What could have been done more to "God bestowed upon these antedilu-
my vineyard, that I have not done in it?" vians many and rich gifts, but they used
Isaiah 5:4 His bounties to glorify themselves, and

"The plan of redemption contem- turned them into a curse by fixing their
plates our complete recovery from the affections upon the gifts instead of the

Clark Floyd
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When the Israelites would repent and return
unto the Lord in obedience to all He
commanded with all their heart, He would
again gather them together as His people

world of that day. Noah was to build an
ark, and while building that ark, Noah
was to proclaim the destruction of the
vorld by a flood. He was to proclaim
'his message for "an hundred and twenty
years" (Genesis 6:3), the first prophetic
time period in the Bible.

"Amid the prevailing corruption,
Methuselah, Noah, and many others la-
bored to keep alive the knowledge of the
true God and to stay the tide of moral
evil. A hundred and twenty years before
the Flood, the Lord by a holy angel
declared to Noah His purpose, and
directed him to build an ark. While
building the ark he was to preach that
God would bring a flood of water upon
the earth to destroy the wicked. Those
who would believe the message, and
would prepare for that event by repent-
ance and reformation, should find par-
don and be saved." Ibid., 92

Therefore Noah was not only to pro-
claim God's message of destruction, but
at the same time he was to seek to gather
aboard the ark those who would tum to
God for salvation. Thereby God estab-
lished a principle very early in the Bible
that is found throughout the Scriptures.
Whenever there is a prophetic time pe-
riod dealing directly with His people, He
las a prophet who proclaims the begin-
ning of that time period, and at the end
God has a prophet who gathers God's
people for His purpose.

Noah was both the proclaiming
prophet and the gathering prophet in this
first, comparitively short, prophetic pe-
riod. He warned the people regarding the
flood, but he also sought to gather them
aboard the ark, that they might be saved
from the destruction that was to come.
"Thus did Noah; according to all that
God commanded him, so did he." Gene-
sis 6:22

The second prophetic time period
dealing with God's people occurs in
Genesis, chapter 15. The Lord "came
unto Abram in a vision," showing him
that he would have offspring more
numerous than he could count. God then
informs Abram (the proclaiming prophet,
see Genesis 20:7) that His people would
be in a strange land for a period of four
hundrcd ycars, but afterward they would
"come out with great substance." And
Abram, whose name was changed by
God to Abraham, "believed in the LoRD;
U1d He counted it to him for righteous-
.ess." Genesis 15:1,6,13-14
As this remarkable time period

draws to its climax, God prepares His

gathering prophet. "You remember
Moses went into the wilderness and
stayed forty years, during which time he
put away self, and that made room so
that he could have the presence of God
with him." The Ellen G. White 1888
Materials, 83. "Shut in by the bulwarks
of the mountains, Moses was alone with
God. The magnificent temples of Egypt
no longer impressed his mind with their
superstition and falsehood. In the
solemn grandeur of the everlasting hills
he beheld the majesty of the Most High,
and in contrast realized how powerless
and insignificant were the gods of
Egypt. Everywhere the Creator's name
was written. Moses seemcd to stand in
His presence and to be overshadowed by
His power. Here his pride and self-suffi-
ciency were swept away. In the stern
simplicity of his wilderness life, thc
results of the ease and luxury of Egypt
disappeared. Moses became patient, rev-
erent, and humble, 'very meek, above all
the men which were upon the face of the
earth' (Numbers 12:3), yet strong in
faith in the mighty God of Jacob." Patri-
archs andProphets, 248-51

As Moses led the flock of his father-
in-law, Jethro, he was contacted by the
angel of the Lord from a fiery bush. He
was asked to gather "the children of
Israel out of Egypt." "I have surely seen
the affliction of My people which are in
Egypt, and have heard their cry by rea-

son of their taskmasters; for [ know their
sorrows; and I am come down to deliver
them out of the hand of the Egyptians,
and to bring them up out of that land
unto a good land and a large, unto a land
flowing with milk and honey.... Come
now therefore, and I will send thee unto
Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth
my people ... out of Egypt." Exodus
3:1,7- 8, 10. "And it came to pass at the
end of the fow hundred and thirty years,
even the selfsame day it came to pass,
that all the hosts of the Lord went out
from the land of Egypt." Exodus 12:41

Again the biblical principle is seen:
Abraham, the proclaiming prophet, ap-
pears at the beginning of the prophetic
period, while Moses, the gathering
prophet, appears at the end.

From the beginning of Israel's exist-
ence as a nation, the people were often
scattered as a consequence of their dis-
obedience to God. Notice the very strong
statement given to the Israelites after
their departwe from Egypt: "But it shall
come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken
unto the voice of the LoRD thy God, to
observe to do all His commandmcnts and
His statutes which I command thee this
day; that all these cwses shall come upon
thee, and overtake thee: ... the LoRD
shall scatter thee among all people, from
the one end of the earth even unto the
other." Deuteronomy 28:15, 64. But
when the Israelites would repent and
return unto the Lord in obedicnce to all
He commanded with all their heart, He
would again gather them together as His
people. See Deuteronomy 30:1-3

In the book of Jeremiah, the prophet
proclaims for the Israelites a captivity of
seventy years to take place in Babylon.
See Jeremiah 29: 10. This is the third
time period affecting God's people.
"When men's hearts are softened and
subdued by the constraining influence of
the Holy Spirit, they will give heed to
counsel; but when they turn from ad-
monition until their hearts become hard-

ened, the Lord permits them to be led by
other influences. Refusing the truth, they
accept falsehood, which becomes a
snare to their own destruction.

"God had pleaded with Judah not to
provoke Him to anger, but they had
hearkened not. Finally sentence was
pronounced against them. They were to
be led away captive to Babylon." Proph.
ets and Kings, 425-426. But there were
also "promises of deliverance [Which]
fell like sweetest music upon the ears of
those who were steadfast in their wor-
ship of Jehovah." Ibid., 427
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Daniel, apparently an ardent Bible
student, refers to this time period in
Daniel 9 as he seeks, through prayer and
supplication, to have his people brought
out of captivity in accordance with the
prophecy of this prophetic period. "The
deliverance of Daniel from the den of
lions had been used of God to create a
favorable impression upon the rrtind of
Cyrus the Great. The sterling qualities of
the man ofGod as a statesman of farsee-
ing ability led the Persian ruler to show
him marked respect and to honor his
judgment. And now,just at the time God
had said He would cause His temple at
Jerusalem to be rebuilt, He moved upon
Cyrus as His agent to discern the
prophecies concerning himself, with
which Daniel was so fantiliar, and to
grant the Jewish people their liberty."
Prophets and Kings, 557

In the books of Ezra and Nehemiah
we sec the beginning of the regathering
of God's people: "Now in the first year
of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word
of the LORD by the mouth of Jererrtiah
might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up
the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that
he made a proclamation throughout all
his kingdom, and put it also in writing,
saying, ... Who is there among you of
all his people? his God be with him,
and let him go to Jerusalem." Ezra 1:1,
3. And note in Nehemiah 1:8-9, the
references to the scattering and gather-
ing promises of Deuteronomy 28: "Re-
member, I beseech thee, the word that
thou commandedst thy servant Moses,
saying, If ye transgress, 1 will scatter

you abroad among the nations: but if
ye turn unto Me, and keep My com-
mandments, and do them; though there
were of you cast out unto the uttermost
part of the heaven, yet will I gather
them from thence, and will bring them
unto the place that I have chosen to set
My name there."
Jeremiah is the proclaiming prophet

while Daniel is the initial gathering
prophet.

Daniel also serves as a proclaiming
prophet in Daniel 9:24-27, where the
prophecy of the Messiah, as well as the
prophecy of the probation of God's
people, is set forth. Four hundred
ninety years are given to His people "to
make an end of sins . . . and to anoint
the most Holy." During that time the
Messiah would come and then "cause
the sacrifice and oblation to cease"
through His own death on the cross
(see chart).

Right on time Jesus came to begin
His ministry of gathering the people to
Himself. John the Baptist actually initi-
ates this gathering process through his
message of repentance and the an-
nouncement: "the kingdom of heaven
is at hand." Matthew 3:1-3

But notice the Lord's statement in
Matthew 23:37: "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
thou that killestthe prophets, and stonest
them which are sent unto thee, how
often would I have gathered thy children
together, even as a hen gathereth her
chickens under her wings, and ye would
not!" And in John 12:32, Jesus says,
"And I, if I be lifted up from the earth,

will draw [gather] all men unto me."
Here Jesus is the gathering prophet.

In 1844 another time period came to
its fulfillment. Daniel had prophesied th'
great time period of 2300 days. "And h,
said uoto mc, unto two thousand and
three hundred days; then shall the sanctu-
ary be cleansed." Danicl8:14. It had as its
object the beginning of a new ministry
for Jesus in the Most Holy of the
heavenly sanctuary-the judgment of
God's people, a very important and
solemn event. SCe Daniel 7:13. At that
time the three angels' messages of Rev-
elation 14 were to be proclaimed, bring-
ing a revival of interest in the gospel and
the second coming of Jesus. This revival
of primitive godliness was to be seen in
all parts of the world.
"Those who arc living upon the

earth when the intercession of Christ
shall cease in the sanctuary above are to
stand in the sight of a Holy God without
a mediator. Their robes must be spot-
less, their characters must be purified
from sin by the blood of sprinkling.
Through the grace of God and their own
diligent effort they must be conquerors
in the battle with evil. While the inves-
tigative judgment is going forward in
heaven, while the sins of penitent
believers arc being removed from It
sanctuary, there is to be a special wor....
of purification, of putting away of sin,
among God's people upon earth. This
work is more clearly presented in the
messages of Revelation 14.... When
this work shall have been accom-
plished, the followers of Christ will be

t62 weeks7weekS-....1.. Seventy weeks (4\90 years) are determined upon thy people"

I

457 B.C 408 B.C A.D27 A.D. 31 A.D. 34
The Decree Rcstoration Baptism Crucifixion Stoning
to Rebuild of lerusalem of lesus of of
lerusalem Complctcd Christ Jesus Christ Stephcn
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ready for His appearing." The Great
Controversy, 425

In accordance with His principle of
,Iways following a proclaiming
;>rophet at the beginning of a time
period with a gathering prophet at the
end, God called upon Ellen G. White to
gather His people for this last great
declaration of truth before the coming
of Jesus, so that as many as will might
be saved. "Surely the Lord GOD will do
nothing, but He revealeth His secret
unto His servants the prophets." Amos
3:7. And Satan seeks to prevent this
gathering by doing away with the
gathering prophet, for he knows that
"where there is no vision, the people
perish." Proverbs 29:18
"The very last deception of Satan

will be to make of none effect the testi-
mony of the Spirit ofGod.... Satan will
work ingeniously ... to unsettle the
confidence of God's remnant people in
the true testimony.... The workings of
Satan will be to unsettle the faith of the
churches in them." Selected Messages,
book 1,48

"Many arc going directly contrary to
the light which God has given to His
people, because they do not read the
books which contain the light and
':nowlectge in cautioltS, reproofs, and
W'arnings." Testimonies, vol. 5, 681.
Without the prophet to give direction
that is so badly needed in these last days,
God's people will flounder and drif1 and
be moved in one direction and then
another with all the winds of doctrine
that blow around us. We must recognize
God's prophet and be diligent to heed
her counsel to us.

A time is coming when "shall appear
the sign of the Son of man in heaven:
and then shall all the tribes of the earth
mourn, and they shall sec the Son of man
coming in the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory. And He shall
send His angels with a great sound of a
trumpet, and they shall gather together
His elect from the four winds, from one
end of heaven to the other." Matthew

May God help us now to gather up
and live by every word of instruction,
reproof, and encouragement which He
has spoken to us, that when the angels
of heaven shall appear we may be
among the multitude of the redeemed

up by them to live with Jesus
vcrmore.D

The Weight of Evidence
conlinucd (rom 24

Ellen White's references to the human
nature of our Lord on pages 25, 49,
112,117,311, and 312 of that volume.
For further study, we would recom-
mend our research volume, The 'Word
Was Made Flesh, available through
Hope International. The record will
make it painfully clear that those who
are promoting Calvinism among us
today are flying in the face of the
evidence, rather than deciding from its
weight.

Ellen White writes that in taking
the fallen nature of man, Christ ac-
cepted its liabilities, feebleness, weak-
nesses, degeneracy, wretchedness, ills,
susceptibilities, necessities, and humil-
iation. The inclusiveness of these de-
scriptions is emphasized by her use of
the word "all" in such expressions as
these: All our infirmities, all OUf ex-
perienccs, all our temptations, all its
attendant ills, all things that pertain to
human lifc, in all things like His
brethren, and in all points like unto His
brethren. The single exception is stated
in these words:

HOn al/ poillts except sin, divinity
was to touch humanity." Review and
Herald, January 7, 1904

"His human nature . . . was idelltical
10 aur awn." Manuscript 94, 1893;Man-
uscript Releases, vol. 6, 111

"Like every clrild of Adam He ac-
cepted the results of the working of the
great law of heredity." Tire Desire of
Ages, 49

"Christ declared, No sillgle principle
of human nalllre will I violare." Manu-
script 165, 1899, Manuscript Releases,
vol. 5, 114

The reader will recognize that this is
only a partial analysis of Ellen White's
400 statements that our Lord came to
earth in the human nature of fallen man.
Space will not permit us to carry the
analysis further in this articlc, but the
sampling is typical. The more we read,
the more the weight of evidence is in-
creased, especially when it is remem-
bered that in all of our research we have
not found a single statement from her
pen thal Christ came to earth in the
human nature of the unfallen Adam, not
aile. And though we offered a reward of
$1000 to anyone who could produce
such a statemcnt from Ellcn Whitc's
writings, the reward has not been
claimed. Thus thc scales of evidence
show 400 against nothing.

How, then, do those who are promot-
ing Calvinism among us attempt to build
their case? By ignoring the weight of the
evidence and cmploying "loophole
logic." By seeking out passages in Ellen
White's writings that arc sufficiently
open so that an interpretation can be
placed upon thcm, and announcing quo-
tations in gross violation of their con-
tcxt. By ignoring her appeal that we
study her published writings in order to
know what she bclieved. By searching
diligently through her personal letters
and even her diaries in order to find
something that might be used to offset
the evidence in her published works.

By pretending that there is some-
thing deeply mysterious about Ellen
Whitc's writings on this subject, which
makes it impossible to understand her
unless we strain her words through the
writings of other writers, some ofwhorn
arc in the churches of fallen Babylon.
By making use of the argument ad
Irominem (against the man) and imply-
ing that those who arc accepting the
weight of evidence and believe that
Christ came to carth in the human na-
ture of fallen man arc persons ofmeager
talent and inferior intellect, while those
who are promoting Calvinism among us
represent "the best theological think-
ing" in the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. This is in spite of the fact that
our historic view regarding the nature
of Christ has been shared by persons of
such intellectual powers as Karl Barth,
J. A. T Robinson, T F. Torrance, Nels F.
Ferre, C. E. B. Cranfield, Harold
Robert, Leslie Newbegin, Rudolf Bult-
mann, Oscar Cullman, and Anders Ny-
gren. (See Harry Johnson, The Human-
ity of tire Savior, London, The Epworth
Press, 1962.)

Those who accept the principle of
deciding from the weight of evidence
will not be misled by any of these dev-
ices, but will recognize them for what
they are-<1esperatc attempts to evade
the truth. In closing, may wc suggcst a
careful, thoughtful, and prayerful study
of this testimony from Ellen White:
"Through His humiliation and

poverTy Christ would identify Himself
with the weaknesses of the fallen race..
.. The great work of redcmption could
be carried out ollly by the Redcemer
taking thc place of fallen Adam.... The
King of glory proposed to humblc Him-
self to fallen humanity.... He would
take man's fallen nature." Review alld
Herald, February 24, 1874 0
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CampMeeting 1991
is coming soon (July 17-21). Please plan to join us.
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First Meeting
Wednesday
7:30 P.M.

Tenino

• Chehalis

Northwest Motor Inn-25 miles north ofHope
International. Call (206) 841-2600.
Eagle's Nest Morel-l0 miles south ofHope
International. Call (206) 569-2533.
La Grande Hotel and RV Park-IO miles south of
Hope International. Call (20§) 832-6643.

If you plan to attend the Eatonville camp meeting, andwish to stay 01' ourgTVW,ds,
you are more than welcome. We ask that you write or call to make a reservation. We
do not expect a shortage of room, but we need to have this information in order to
make the best use ofour facilities. Water and restrooms will be available at several
locations on the grounds. Therewill be limited shower facilities, but hookups for
water, sewer, and electricity are not available. Please plan on a real campmeeting.
As usual, there will be no charge for staying on our campus, but we cannot provide
either lodging or food except in very unusual circumstances. Please do not take it for
granted that wewill be able to provide special services for those who need them.
Instead, please call and let us know what your needs are. Wewill do our
best to accommodate all who desire to attend, but, unfortunately, there are
limits to what our staff can undertake during the hustle and bustle of camp
meeting.
If you do not plan to stay on our grounds, you need not
make a reservation with us. You should, however, make
reservations ahead of time at the hotel or motel of your
choice. The following may be of some assistance:
Mill VillageMotel-2 miles south ofHope International.
Call (206) 832-3200 afterMay 15.
Morel PuyaIlup-25 miles north ofHope International.
Call (206) 845-8825.

Life Abundant
--:::::::::=::=::: Missionary Institute
- now offers short training courses. - I-----------.....

See page 21 for details. .j. 0
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