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RON SPEAR-EDITOR

"The humanity of the Son of God is
everything to us. It is the golden-linked
chain which binds our souIs to Christ
and through Christ to God. This is to be
our study." Ibid., 904

What difference does it make?
Everything. By taking the position that
Jesus took the nature of Adam before
he fell, we have created the great ex-
cuse why we cannot keep the law per-
fectly and we diston everything impor-
tant in salvation.

And then, moving from cause to ef-
fect,justification is all we need. Sancti-
fication becomes just a little thing at the
end of our probation. Then the atone-
ment can be complete at the cross; and
if that were true, we do not need a sanc-
tuary or a mediator; and if that were
true, we do not need 1844, or a remnant
church. If we cannot keep the law then
we cannot keep the Sabbath. Thousands
have begun with the wrong position on
the nature of Christ and advanced in
their doctrinal pursuits until they have
talked themselves out of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church, the remnant
church of God. The incarnation was and
is the greatest demonstration of God's
love for fallen man, God in flesh, our
flesh, our fallen nature. See The Desire
ofAges, 112,49, 117

"Jesus revealed no qualities, and ex-
ercised no powers, that men may not
have through faith in Him. His perfect
humanity is that which all His fol-
lowers may possess, if they will be in
subjection to God as He was." The
Desire ofAges, 664

Don't try to explain the mystery.
Accept it by faith. He was born of a
woman, Mary. He was like us, but not
a sinner. He accepted the weakness of
man to sin, but never yielded even by a
thought. He became our Example in
overcoming. It was our sins that nailed
Him to a tree on Golgotha Hill 2000
years ago. He is coming soon to take us
home-all who have overcome by par-
taking of the divine nature.

He took the place of fallen Adam.
"In Christ were united the divine

and the human-the Creator and the
creature. The nature of God, whose law
had been transgressed, and the nature
of Adam, the transgressor, meet in
Jesus-the Son of God, and the Son of
man." The Seventh-dnyAdve11list Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, 926

"The great work of redemption
could be carried out only by the Re-
deemer taking the place of fallen
Adam." Review QndHerald, vol. 1,
140

"Our Saviour came to this world to
endure in human nature all the tempta-
tions wherewith man is beset." Sons
and Daughters ofGod, 230

"In the wilderness of temptation ...
He [our Lord] was exposed to the as-
suits of satanic agencies. These assaults
were morc severe than man has ever
passed through.... In this conflict the
humanity of Christ was taxed as none
of us will ever know. , .. These were
real temptations, no pretense. Christ
'suffered being tempted.' " Selected
Messages, book 1, 94-95

"IfHe did not have man's nature,
He could not be our Example."
SelectedMessages, book 1, 408

"Christ did not make believe take
human nature; He did verily take it. He
did in reality possess human nature
[see Hebrews 2:14]. He was the Son of
Mary; He was of the seed of David ac-
cording to human descent. He is de-
clared to be a man, even the Man
Christ Jesus." Ibid., 247

Jesus had no propensity to sin, be-
cause He never yielded to temptation
and sin. We can overcome every heredi-
tary weakness and propensity to sin.

"We must realize that through
belief in Him it is our privilege to be
partakers of the divine nature, and so
escape the corruption that is in the
world through lust. Then we are
cleansed from all sin, all defects of
character. We need not retain one sinful
propensity." The Seventh-dnyAdventist
Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 943

W HAT difference does it make
what you believe regarding the

nature of Christ? You can believe either
way. I have heard these words many
times. Let us examine what Inspiration
tells us and see whether it makes a
difference.
"There is no one who can explain

the mystery of the incarnation of
Christ. Yet we know that He came to
this earth and lived as a man among
men." The Seve11lh-dnyAdventist Bible
Comme11lary, vol. 5, 1129

God manifested in the flesh. What
kind of flesh? The same flesh that you
and I have. The same heredity that
David and Abraham had. The Scrip-
tures are very clear.

"Concerning His Son Jesus Christ
our Lord, which was made of the seed
of David according to the flesh." Ro-
mans 1:3

"For what the law could not do, in
that it was weak through the flesh, God
sending His own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin
in the flesh." Romans 8:3; see also Phi-
lippians 2:6-8; Hebrews 2:14-17; Ro-
mans 6:6

He was made like His brethren. He
partook of their flesh and blood so that
He could be tempted as all men are
tempted. Ellen White, the prophet of the
Lord, gives these inspired testimonies.

uClad in the vestments of humanity,
the Son of God came down to the level
of those He wished to save. In Him
was no guile or sinfulness; He was ever
pure and undefiled; yet He took upon
Him our sinful nature. Clothing His
divinity with humanity, that He might
associate with fallen humanity, He
sought to regain for man that which, by
disobedience, Adam had lost for him-
self and for the world." Review Gnd
Herald, vol. 3,421
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Dennis Priebe is a well-known Seventh-day
AdventistRevivalist.

Many of US would like to follow this
counseL We too are tired ofthe seemingly
endless debate and would like to get on to
other topics. It is discouraging to witness
God's people being divided over a topic
on which there was essential unity for the
fIrst hundred years of our existence. But
a new situation has developed in the last
forty years. New interpretations of the
humanity of Christ have been pressed to
the forefront of discussion. These inter-
pretations have had their source outside
Adventism, largely coming from conser-
vative, Protestant, Evangelical scholars.
We have been much impressed with their
arguments and their sincerity. These new
interpretations have seemingly carried the
day for many Adventist scholars, and as a
result, we have seen many articles and
books calling for a change in our historical
understanding of the nature of Christ.

It is somewhat ironic that when some
protested the acceptance of these new
ideas within Adventism, and began using
the same methods ofcommunication (ser-
mons, books, articles, tapes) as the pro-
ponents of the views new at that time, the
stigma of divisiveness and agitation was
placed on the protesters rather than the
innovators. But I suppose thai the same
phenomenon occurred during the early
Christian centuries when some Christians
began protesting the gradual change of
sacredness from Saturday to Sunday.

Irony aside, the question before us is
simple. Since the subject of the human-
ity of Christ has become a divisive topic
in the Seventh-day Adventist Church,
should it be laid aside for the sake of
unity? Even if those protesting the new
interpretations feel that the weight of
evidence is on their side, is the topic
"essential" to the mission of the remnant
church? I, for one, would be delighted to
cease discussion instantly if this topic is
one of the many interesting but nones-
sential subjects found in the Bible. We
will receive clear answers to many of
our questions only after this earth closes
its history. Is this subject one of them?

Over the past ten years, the conviction
has been deepening and intensifying upon
this author that the subject of Christ's
humanity is indeed essential to the mis-
sion of the remnant church. In fact, the
success or failure of Christianity itself
may be tied directly to this subject.!
Despite my feelings of reticence to disre-
gard the counsel in the previously quoted

Is It orNonessential?
W e have experienced much discus- Unity." In this document is the follow-

sion and debate on the subject of ing opinion: "The world church has
the humanity of Christ. Tho much, in the never viewed these subjects [nature of
minds of many. "Enough of the argu- Christ, nature of sin] as essential to
ing," they say. ''It is time to concentrate salvation nor to the mission of the rem-
on the essential thing-revealing a nant church.... There can be no strong
Christlike spirit to people around us." unity within the world church of God's
The editors of Ministry and Adventist remnant people so long as segments who
Review have called for an end to debate hold these views vocalize and agitate
on the nature of Christ. them both in North America and in

In August of 1989 the Biblical Re- overseas divisions. These topics need to
search Institute of the General Confer- be laid aside and not urged upon our
ence issued "An Appeal for Church people as necessary issues."

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!ii!!iiiii!il Dennis Priebeliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!ii!!iiiii!i
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If Jesus had sidestepped the ugliness of man's
fallen nature, and had been given a special
dispensation of nature to be only partially like
us, then who in this universe has refuted
Satan's charges?

appeal for church unity, too much is at
stake here to be silent. If my silence
allows a new viewpoint to win the day by
default, and this contributes to the defeat
of God's purpose in raising up a remnant
movement, then the luxury of being silent
and avoiding stigma carries a price tag far
too high for my conscience to pay.

The issue of Christ's humanity is sig-
nificant to two vital aspects of Christ's
redemptive work. The first is whether
Christ's death could function as a substi-
tutionary sacrifice for the sins of men. In
other words, could His death legally and
logically take the place of my deserved
death, so that I can be forgiven for my
sins? The second aspect has to do with the
relation of His life to my daily living.
What are the implications for my living
today because of Christ's life two thou-
sand years ago? 10 put it simply, the nature
of Christ has significance to Christ as our
Substititute and to Christ as our Example.

Did Christ Meet Satan's Challenge?

When Satan first challenged God's
right to rulership, he chose God's laws
as the focal point of his attack. If God's
rules could be shown to be faulty, then
it would also be clear that God's system
of government was founded on a faulty
foundation, and this would be very per-
suasive evidence that God's character
itself was flawed. (For a thoughtful and
insightful delineation of these issues, I
would suggest the chapter in The Desire
ofAges, entitled, "It is Finished.")

When Jesus came to earth, His most
important task was to reveal the character
ofGod to fallen and unfallen beings, so that
God could be completely cleared of the
charges brought agaiost Him by Satan.
When the Jews challenged Jesus' mission,
He responded, "He that sentMe is true; and
I speak to the world those things which I
have heard of Him." John 8:26. In other
words, the real issue was not Jesus' mis-
sion, but the credibility ofGodHimself. On
another occasion Jesus told Philip, "the
words that I speak unto you I speak not of
Myself: but the Father that dwelleth inMe,
He deeth the works." John 14:10

Now Satan had charged that God's
law could not be kept by angels, unfallen
beings, and newly created mankind-
Charge A. Satan also claimed that fallen
mankind could not keep God's law-
Charge B. Since it is Charge B that is not
well understood by most Christians, in-
cluding Adventists, we need to review
the evidence.

"Satan, the fallen angel, had declared
that no man could keep the law of God
after the disobedience of Adam. He
claimed the whole race under his control."
Selected Messages, book 3, 136. "Satan
declared that it was impossible for the
sons and daughters of Adam to keep the
law of God, and thus charged upon God a
lack ofwisdom and love. If they could not
keep the law, then there was fault with the
lawgiver. Men who are under the control
of Satan repeat these accusations against
God, in asserting that men cannot keep the
law ofGod. Jesus humbled himself, cloth-
ing His divinity with humanity, in order
that He might stand as the head and
representative of the human family, and
by both precept and example condemn sin
in the flesh, and give the lie to Satan's
charges." Signs ofrhe Times, vol. 3, 264

Satan's charge was clearly leveled
against fallen man's ability to keep
God's law. It should be noted that Jesus
voluntarily humbled Himself to the
level whete He could meet Satan's
charges as the representative of the
human family, which, except for Adam
and Eve, have all been fallen.

"He came to this world to be tempted
in all points as we are, to prove to the
universe that in this world of sin human
beings can live lives that God will ap-
prove. . . . Satan declared that human
beings could not live without sin." Re-
view andHerald, vol. 5, 120. Note again

that Satan's charge relates to human
beings in this world of sin. Part of
Christ's mission consisted in "revealing
to the heavenly universe, to Satan, and to
all the fallen sons and daughters ofAdam
that through His grace humanity can keep
the law of God." My Life Today, 323.
"Through Christ's redeeming work the
government of God stands justified. The
Omnipotent One is made known as the
God of love. Satan's charges are re-
futed." The Desire ofAges, 26

Clearly, it was crucial to Christ's
work of redemption that He refute the

charges Satan had made against the laws
and character of God. Now, did Christ
refute only Charge A, or did He refute
both Charges A and B? Only by refuting
both charges could Christ accomplish
His redemptive work and fully reveal the
character of God. Only by refuting both
charges could Christ stand as the head
and representative of the human family,
legally and persuasively empowered to
act as man's representative, to die for all
men in their place. Only by refuting both
charges could Christ's death in our place,
as our Substitute, have any validity in the
court of the universe.
If Christ took Adam's unfallen na-

ture, what would He have proved? That
unfallen men could obey God's law,
thus disproving Charge A. If Christ took
a nature partly like Adam's and partly
like mine, what would He have proved?
That anyone partly like Adam and partly
like me (no one who has ever lived)
could obey God's law. Only if Christ
took man's fallen nature could He re-
fute Charge B. Only by taking the place
of fallen humanity could Christ fulfill
His mission as the Redeemer of the
fallen race. And it would be crystal clear
to the watching universe that if fallen
nature could obey God's law by grace,
then unfallen nature could obey easily.

If Jesus had sidestepped the ugliness
ofman's fallen nature, and had beengiven
a special dispensation of nature to be only

partially like us, then who in this universe
has refuted Satan's charges? All men have
sinned, so no fallen human being has
refuted Satan. And if Satan has not been
refuted to this day, what right does Christ
have to represent the human race? The
horrible truth would be that we are no
closer to the final resolution of sin on this
planet than Adam was at the moment of
his sins. The human race would stand
condemned without a Saviour.

In other words, Christ's taking man's
fallen nature was essential to His mission
of refuting Satan's charges and standing
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at the head of fallen humanity. If Christ
is to be our legal Substitute, then it could
only be through the dangerous path of
accepting our fallen nature as His nature
for the entire period of the Incarnation.

Can Human Beings Obey God's Law
Perfectly?

The issue here is really very simple.
Revelation 14:5 describes the last
generation in these words, "And in their
mouth was found no guile: for they are
without fault before the throne of God."
Can God really carry out this promise?
What real tangible evidence do we have
that this will happen?

One individual astutely observed
some twenty-seven years ago, "Those
who teach that Christ took a superior
human nature draw the logical conclu-
sion that it is impossible for the rest of
mankind to perfectly obey the law of
Jehovah in this life." This is really a very
logical and simple deduction. If Christ
was able to obey perfectly because of
His perfect spiritual nature, then as long
as we have imperfect, fallen natures,
perfect obedience is impossible. In that
case, the fulfillment of Revelation 14:5
is in real jeopardy.

Once again, we are back to which
charge Christ refuted. If Christ refuted
Charge A, He proved that the law can be
kept perfectly after glorification. If
Christ refuted Charge B, He proved that
the 144,000 can keep the law perfectly
while living in fallen natures.

If Christ did not prove perfect obe-
dience in a fallen nature, then the perfect
obedience of the final generation remains
only a theoretical possibility. But if
Christ demonstrated that fallen nature
can return perfect obedience to God's
law, then the victory of the 144,000 is
much more than a theoretical possibility.
It becomes a promise based on real,
tangible, factual evidence.

The relation of Christ's obedience to
our obedience is clearly revealed in the
following statements. "God requires of
man nothing that is impossible for him to
do. . . . Christ kept the law, proving
beyond controversy that man also can
keep it." Review andHerald, vol. 4, 293.
"Everyone who by faith obeys God's
commandments, will reach the condition
of sinlessness in which Adam lived
before his transgression. Christ took
upon Himself the nature of man, and by a
perfect life demonstrated the falsity of
the claims of him who constantly accuses
those that are trying to obey God's law."
Signs of the Times, vol. 4, 253. God's
promise of perfect obedience rests upon
very solid historical evidence, and no
one need doubt its reality.

Inspiration has given us a strong
warning also. "In ow conclusions, we
make many mistakes because of our
erroneous views of the human nature of
our Lord. When we give to His human
nature a power that it is not possible for
man to have in his conflicts with Satan,
we destroy the completeness of His
humanity." The Seve1l/h-day Adventist

Bible Commentary, vol. 7,929. Make no
mistake here. The power of Adam's un-
fallen spiritual nature is a mighty power
which is not possible for us to have this
side of the Second Coming. Are we in
danger of destroying the whole point of
Christ's humanity, and thus nullifying
His redemptive work for man?

1b summarize, the issue of the human
nature ofChrist is very essentwlto Christ's
victory in the great controversy and thus to
the vindication 01 God's law and character
and the ultimate refutation of Satan's
charges. The human nature ofChrist is very
esse1l/wl to the success of the finaJ demon-
stration of loyalty and obedience, through
the grace of GO<!, by those who live after
the close of probation. We cannot be silent
at this crucial time in human history when
the truth and beauty of Christ's redemptive
work are in real jeopardy of being blurred
and even lost in a sincere but misguided
attempt to becomemore orthodox by evan-
gelical standards. Let US rather search for
the unique Seventh-day Adventist under-
standing of the gospel, the incarnation, the
great controversy, and the issues at stake in
the fmal-atonement cleansing of the sanc-
tuary. 0

, "Christ is the ladder that Jacob saw, the base
resting on the canh, and the topmost round
reaching to the gate of heaven, to the very
threshold of glOry. If th:lt ladder had failed by a
single step of reaching the eanh, we should have
been lost. But Christ re.1ches us where we are. He
took our nature and overcame, that we through
taking His Mture might overcome:' Dcsirc of
Agcs, 311-312; see also Conjromarioll, 17-18

I
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Ministry ofHealing Seminar
Our next one-week seminar is

scheduled for April 3·9. This seminar
includes (1) hands-<m training in bow to
use fomentations, fever bams, contrast
baths, heating compresses, charcoal poul-
tices, massage, diet, and herbs for the
treatmenl of disease; (2) lectures on the
major themes of the Ministry of Healing,
New Age health practices, health evan-
gelism, and other limely subjects; and (3) a
special Sabbalh program. Room and board
(if needed) is $40; tuition is $85. Preregis-
tration is required. For more information,
call (206) 832-6602.

Literature Evangelism
We are living in a crisis. People are

asking questions and we have the answers.
What are you doing about it? Life Abun-
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dant Missionary Institute introduces the
Literature Evangelism Correspondence
Course. An experienced instructor, follow-
ing the guidelines of tbe Spirit of Proph-
ecy, will take you step by step, from the
door to the close of lhe sale-a compre-
hensive course. And by following the prin-
ciples of the course, selling the books
provided, you can regain the tuition cost
and even pay for the gas (as much as
$100.00). For just $245.00 you wilJ be on
your way to become a soldier for Christ.
Call or write Hope International for more
details.

Camp Meetings
At Hope International: With longer

days and warmer temperatures, Adventists
start thinking about camp meeting. We at
Hope Inlernational wiII be hosting our

seventh annual camp meeting this sum-
mer. The dates for the meetings here at our
Eatonville headquarters are July 17-21.
Other camp meetings are being arranged
across the country, so be sure to look for
more information concerning these meet-
ings in upcoming issues of Our Firm
Foundmion and in our newsletters.

At Hot Springs: Hot Springs,
Arkansas will be hosting our first camp
meeling of lhe season, May 9-12. Meel-
ings start Thursday at 12 noon. Speakers
will includc Ron Spear, Ralph Larson,
Colin Standish, and John Grosboll. The
meelings will be held at the Lake Hamil-
Ion Bible Camp & Conference Ground, 9
miles south from the center of Hot Springs
on Highway 7 South.

For more information on accommoda-
tions and directions, call (501) 342-5645.



LEITERS TO THE EDITOR "'.-

We have been most thankful for your
monthly tapes and magazines. Please
keep up the good work. Your organiza-
tion, I'm sure, has been raised up by God
"for such a time as this."

As things are happening at such a
rapid speed in the world and in the
church1 we need to be sure we are filling
our "lamps" with "oil."

Just yesterday 1 realized the possi-
bility that our Bibles and Spirit of Proph-
ecy books could be taken from us some
day soon. How important to read them
now!
-RB, Pennsylvania

My prayer is that you will accept the
few dollars that we are mailing to renew
our SUbscription. I just rccently spent a
month's stay at thc hospital. My income
is under thc poverty lcvel. Thank you
ever so much for understanding.
-IV, Virginia

Your donations marked "Subscrip-
cion Assistance" help us send Our Firm
Foundation to people such as these who
cannot afford it.-EDITDRS

My husband and I want to register a
serious complaint! We are having such a
difficult time getting through Our Firm
Foundation magazine. Before we can
even gel off Brother Spear's editorial
page, the Lord leads us in such an
intense study of all the references that it
takes us quite a while to read from cover
to cover.

There is such turmoil in the church
right now, and Sister White admonishes
us that in the last days it is so important
that we understand "the nature and in-
fluence of the Testimonies" for these
solemn times.
- WT, Washington

Greetings again. Enclosed is my
monthly check to help spread God's
word in whatever way possible. God
bless you all in health and strength and
wisdom to carry this great task that
remains.
-RA, Washington

Thank you for reminding me of the
expiration date of my subscription to
Our Firm Foundation. Very often I
thought to write my personal apprecia-
tion, my thankfulness for this great and
most wonderful magazine. I read it with
great interesl. Not only this, I use it as
much as I can to prepare my sermons
from it because I am a lay preacher and
church elder, and I preach regularly in
various Adventist churches.
So, dear friends, your magazine is a

must for mc. [ did not subscribe myself,
but friends in the U.S. gave it to me
becausc thcy know that I cannot afford
it. You wrote in your letter, "Wc hope
you have gained a rich spiritual blessing
from reading Our Firm Foundation."
Well, 1tell you, it is just what 1needed. I
thank the Lord for people who give a
sound message. All we have to do is
look upward and forward. The battle is
not ours but God's, and Hc willtakc care
of His church.
-Holland

[ couldn't begin to tell you what a
blessing Our Firm Foundation has been
to me. Your messages are like clear, cool
water for my thirsty soul. It's so true that
nothing can bring true revival and refor-
mation likc the straight truths of the
Bible and Spirit of Prophecy. Your
straight, clear articles are so refreshing
at this time, when there is so much
confusion and compromising in our
church.

[ truly thank and praise the Lord for
your ministry. It has brought renewal in
my life. May God continue to bless and
guide all of you.
-EW, Virginia

Will you please start a new subscrip-
tion for my younger brother? As soon as
I am able, I will send the money towards
the new subscription. I am so thankful
for Our Firm Foulldation. I want to be
ready and evcryone I know and love to
be ready to meet Jesus. Please continue
sharing. It's so hclpful and meaningful
to me.
-CO,Oregon

Just thought I'd let you know that we
always cnjoy Our Firm Fow/dation. We
pray for your ministry and will continue
to support it financially when able to do
so. You've all been a real blessing and
support to us with your books, tapes,
materials, and prayers. Thanks to you
all.

Missouri

I have enjoyed Our Firm Foundation
and have passed it on for others to read.
I will not be renewing my subscription
as my eycs are failing.
-MC, California

A large-print edition of Our Firm
Foundation is available for those who
request it.-EDITORS

1 now am in the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church. I was rcbaptized and am
now living as right as I know how. God
is faithful. I thank Him that through you,
my fricnds, He brought me back into the
fold. I am more content and enjoy my
life more than I ever have. I still need
your praycrs for me and my family, and
I wouldn't be without your magazine.
-Oklahoma

Your parccl was very rewarding to
me. I admired very much the books you
sent me (Desire of Ages, The Great
Controversy, and Christ's Object Les-
SOilS). This is a wonderful gift. I had no
dream of handling these books and think
of them as being mine. Thank you for
the books, the copies ofOur Firm Foun-
dation, and the tapes you sent me. I am
using them prayerfully with my friends
here, and they are proving helpful.

[ wonder if you could send me more
tapes, books and magazines. Frankly
speaking, [ have no other way except to
ask you to, though I feel ashamed as I
know these materials are so expensive
and costly.
-RL, Tanzania

Your gifts marked UOverseas Litera·
lUre" helps us fill requests such as
these.-EDlToRS
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Considering the key nature of the statement excerpted from the Ellen G. White
letter to W. L. H. Baker and used in Questions on Doctrine, Seventh-day

Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7, and elsewhere, it seems that more should be
known of its context and ofElder Baker, the minister to whom it was written.

"Baker at the age of ten joined the Sevelllh-day Advelllist Church with his
parellls. At 24 he was employed by the Pacific Press, and five years later he was
selll to Australia to engage in the publishing work. Within a few years he was
called to field evangelistic work. He was laboring in Tasmania in 1895 when Ellen
White wrote this importQ1ll19-page testimony to him. 1Wo years later he was the
presidelll ofthe New South Wales Conference, with W C. White as vice-president.
From 1893 onward, W. C. White was corresponding with Baker as a responsible
worker.

flBaker was to be called to the presidency of one conference after another,
serving New Zealand, Victoria, Tasmania, and West Australia. Then in 1914 he
was appoillled Bible teacher at Avondale College. This was followed by
evangelistic work in Sydney. In 1922 the Bakers returned to the United States
where he engaged in college Bible leaching Gnd then served as a sanitarium
chaplain. He died on February 5, 1933.

"Apparelllly Baker profited well from the 1895 testimony. Two years after
receiving it he is referred to by Ellen White as a discreet, profitable worker in the
field In 1900, as she cowtseled a younger worker to seek his advice, she referred
to him as 'true as steel to principle.'

"A nwnber of excerpts from the leller have been published in Evangelism.
While there is a request from Dr. Dederen and one ofhis studellls in Christology,
Lyle Heise, anda desire on the part ofothers for the fuller COlllext ofthe importalll
'nature ofChrist' statemelll, the length ofthe 19-page testimony and the personal
counsel to Baker and his wife led to a selection of that which is deemed
particularly pertinent. Although portions have been released, we set the fuller
statement forth in one release. " Statement by A. L. White introducing Manuscript
Release 414

Ellen G. White
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The
Baker
Letter
Dear Brother and Sister Baker:

I n the night season I was conversingwith you. I had a message for you,
and was presenting that message. You
were cast down and feeling discouraged.
I said to you, The Lord has bidden me
speak to Bro. and Sr. Baker. You are
considering your work as almost a
failure, but if one soul holds fast to truth,
and endures unto the end, your work
cannot be pronounced a failure. If one
mother has been turned from her disloy-
alty to obedience, you may rejoice. The
mother who follows on to know the
Lord will teach her children to follow in
her footsteps. The promise is to fathers,
mothers and their children. Acts 2:39.
These dear children received from
Adam an inheritance of disobedience, of
guilt and death. The Lord has given to
the world Jesus Christ, and His work
was to restore to the world the moral
image ofGod in man, and to reshape the
character.
The truth is to be proclaimed in all

places, and the human agents are to be
co-laborers with Christ, building up a
wall of security about the children, and
cutting off as far as possible the strong
current of evil. Parents who are
thoroughly converted will seek the sal-
vation of their children, training them to



It is a mystery that is left unexplained to
mortals that Christ could be tempted in all
points like as we are, and yet be without sin.
The incarnation of Christ has ever been, and
will ever remain a mystery

be sons and daughters of God. In doing
this work in wisdom they are co-laborers
with God....

My brother, my sister, you can help
parents to educate and train their fami-
lies. By your earnest appeals, show them
that they can illustrate to the world the
power and inOuencc of a well-ordered,
well-disciplined family. Thorough
Christian inOuence in the home will
demonstrate to the world that the
greatest amount of good can be done by
sanctified, parental example, and re·
ligious training.

The Lord will not judge you by the
amount of success manifested in your
efforts. I was bidden to tell you that your
faith must be kept revived and firm, and
constantly increasing. When you see
that those who have ears will not hear,
and thai those who are intelligent will
not understand, after you have done your
best, pass on to regions beyond, and
leave the result with God. But let not
your faith fail.

There might be some improvement
made in your delivery. Cultivate earnest-
ness and positiveness in addressing the
people. Your subject matter may be ex-
cellent, and just wliat the people need, but
you would do well to mingle a positive-
ness with the persuasive entreaties....

There is need of decided personal
effort to reach the people in their houses.
Present the plain "Thus saith the Lord"
with authority and exalt the wisdom of
God in the written word. Bring the
people to a decision; keep the voice of
the Bible ever before them. Tell them
you speak that which you do know, and
testify that which is truth, because God
has spoken it. Let your preaching be
short and right to the point, and then at
the proper time call for a decision. Do
not present the truth in a formal manner,
but let the heart be vitalized by the Spirit
of God, and let your words be spoken
with such certainty that those who hear
may know that the truth is a reality to
you. Your manner may be educated, and
your words may be of that character that
they will voice the words of Peter: "For
we have not followed cunningly devised
fables, when we made known unto you
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His
majesty." With just as much assurance
you may declare the message of God's
truth. Those who believe sacred, eternal
truth, must put their whole soul into their
efforts. We must be stirred to the very
heart as we behold the fulfilling of

prophecy in the closing scenes of this
earth's history. As OUT vision extends
still further into the glories of eternity,
the coming of Christ with power and
great glory, and the scenes of the great
day of judgment, we should not remain
tame and unmoved. "I saw the dead,"
says John, "stand before God; and the
books were opened: and another book
was opened, which is the book of life:
and the dead were judged out of those
things which were written in the books,
according to their works."

After a short discourse, keep fresh,
that you may give a Bible reading on the
points spoken of. Come right to the

hearts of your hearers, urging them to
present their difficulties to you, that you
may explain the Scriptures which they
do not comprehend. Throw off all ap-
pearance of apathy, and lead the people
to think that there is life or death in these
solemn questions, according as they
shall receive or reject them. As you
present testing truth, ask often, who is
now willing, as they have heard the
words of God, pointing out their duty, to
consecrate their hearts and minds, with
all their affections to Christ Jesus. "He
that is not for me, is against me." As the
Lord lays out before us the stirring
scenes to be enacted in the last great
conflict, can we contemplate them
without catching enthusiasm, ardor, and
zeal, knowing that heavenly angels are
by our side.

Come close to the people; get into
the families when you can; do not wait
for the people to hunt up the shepherd.
Bear with you the confidence and as-
surance of faith which evidences that
you are not trusting in idle tales, but in a
plain "Thus Saith the Lord."

Be careful, exceedingly careful as to
how you dwell upon the human nature of
Christ. Do not set Him before the people
as a man with the propensities of sin. He
is the second Adam. The first Adam was
created a pure, sinless being, without a

taint of sin upon him; he was in the
image of God. He could fall, and he did
fall through transgressing. Because of
sin, his posterity was born with inherent
propensities of disobedience. But Jesus
Christ was the only begotten Son of
God. He took upon Himself human na-
ture, and was tempted in all points as
human nature is tempted. He could have
sinned; He could have fallen, but not for
one moment was there in Him an evil
propensity. He was assailed with temp-
tations in the wilderness, as Adam was
assailed with temptations in Eden.

Bro. Baker, avoid every question in
relation to the humanity of Christ which

is liable to be misunderstood. Truth lies
close to the track of presumption. In
treating upon the humanity of Christ,
you need to guard strenuously every
assertion, lest your words be taken to
mean more than they imply, and thus
you lose or dim the clear perceptions of
His humanity as combined with divinity.
His birth was a miracle of God; for, said
the angel, "Behold, thou shalt conceive
in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and
shalt call His name Jesus. He shall be
great and shall be called the Son of the
Highest; and the Lord God shall give
unto Him the throne of His Father
David: And He shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever; and of His
kingdom there shall be no end. Then
said Mary unto the angel, How shall this
be, seeing I know not a man? And the
angel answered and said unto her, The
HoLy Ghost shall come upon thee, and
the power of the Highest shall over-
shadow thee: therefore also that holy
thing which shall be born of thee shall be
called the Son of God." Luke 1:31-35

These words are not addressed to
any human being, except to the Son of
the Infinite God. Never, in any way,
leave the slightest impression upon
human minds that a taint of, or
tion to corruption rested upon Christ, or
that He in any way yielded to corruption.
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Every truth which is essential for us to bring
into our practical life, which concerns the
salvation of the soul, is made very clear and
positive

, }

He was tern ted in all points like as man
is tempted, yet e tS cal ed that holy
tliliig. IS a m ste t at is left unex-
pramed 0 mortals that Christ cou
temp
ye e without sin. The incarnation of
ChriSmas ev &M._ancLwilLe.""'-le-
mam a m That which is revealed,
is for us and for our children, u e
every uman emg be warned from the
grouna 0 rna ng Chitsl all gethcr

an sucn an one as ourselves: for it
cannot be. The exact time when human-
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for us to know. We are to kee OUf
feet on the roc . t Jesus, as God
revealed ill humanit .

perceIve that there is danger in
approaching subjects which dwell on the
humanity of the Son of the infinite God.
He did humble Himself when He saw He
was in fashion as a man, that He might
understand the force of aIJ temptations
wherewith man is beset.

The first Adam fell: the second
Adam held fast to God and His word
under the most trying circumstances,
and His faith in His Father's goodness,
mercy, and love did not waver for one
moment. "It is written" was His weapon
of resistance, and it is the sword of the
Spirit which every human being is to
use. "Hereafter I will not talk much with
you: for the prince of this world cometh,
and hath nothing in me"-nothing to
respond to temptation. John 14:30. Not
one occasion has been given in response
to His manifold temptations. Not once
did Christ step on Satan's ground, to
give him any advantage. Satan found
nothing in Him to encourage his ad-
vances.

As teachers we need to understand
that the object and teaching of our Lord
was to simplify in aIJ His instructions,
the nature and the necessity of the moral
excellence of character which God
through His Son has made every provi-
sion that human agents should obtain,
that they may be laborers together with
Jesus Christ. This God requires, and to
this end the ministers of the gospel
should work, both in their education of
the people, and in the ministry of the
word.

There are many questions treated
upon that are not necessary for the per-
fection of the faith. We have no time for
their study. Many things are above finite
comprehension. lluths are to be re-
ceived not within the reach of our rea-
son, and not for us to explain. Revelation
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presents them to us to be implicitly
received as the words of an infinite God.
While every ingenious inquirer is to
search out the truth as it is in Jesus, there
are things not yet simplified, statements
that human minds cannot grasp and rea-
son out, without being liable to make
human calculations and explanations,
which will not prove a savor of life unto
life.

But every truth which is essential for
us to bring into our practical life, which
concerns the salvation of the soul, is
made very clear and positive. The ques-
tion asked Christ by the lawyer, was
turned over to himself to answer; for
Christ knew that the law was understood
by him. "He said unto him, What is
written in the law? how readest thou?"
Th the lawyer's plain scriptural state-

ments, Christ said, "ThOll hast answered
right: this do, and thou shalt live." Luke
10:26, 28. Th his question, "Who is my
neighbor," Christ answered by the para-
ble of the good Samaritan.

Christ revealed to His hearers their
deficiency in fulftlling the law of God.
With them self-love was supreme. These
same principles Christ had spoken to
Moses from the pillar of cloud: "And
thou shalt love the LoRD thy God with
aIJ thine heart, and with all thy soul, and
with aIJ thy might. Ye shall diligently
keep the commandments of the LoRD
your God, and His testimonies, and His
statutes, which He hath commanded
thee. And it shall be our righteousness, if
we observe to do all these command-
ments before the LoRD our God, as He
hath commanded us." Deuteronomy 6:5,
17,25

This corresponds with the instruction
given to the multitude in answer to the
lawyer's question, "What shall I do that
I may inherit eternal life?" The same
answer was given to the young ruler who
asked a similar question, "Good MasterJ
what shaIJ I do to inherit eternal life?
And He said unto him, ... If thou wilt

enter into life, keep the command-
ments." By quoting the precepts of Je-
hovah He showed that He referred to the
ten holy precepts.

The young man claimed to have kept
aIJ these, and asked, "What lack I yet?"
Jesus then pointed him to duties he had
not done, which the law of God plainly
specified-to love God supremely, and
his neighbor as himself. "Jesus said unto
him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell
that thou hast, and give to the poor, and
thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and
come, follow Me. But when the young
man heard that saying, he went away
sorrowful; for he had great possessions."
Matthew 19:20-22. This man loved his
possessions above God and His service
and more than the souls of his fellow
men. Riches were his idol.

Then let none say that there are no
conditions to salvation. There are de-
cided conditions, and everyone is put to
the strenuous task of diligently inquiring
and searching for the truth from God's
Word. At the peril of our souls we must
know the prescribed conditions given by
Him who has given His own life to save
us from ruin. We will certainly be lost if
we float along with the current of the
world, receiving the sayings of men. By
our selfish love of ease and by our
indolence we endanger our souls and the
souls of others. We are to seek earnestly
to know what saith the Lord.

Human assertions, even from priests
and rulers, will not help my case. I must
know what conditions are imposed on
me, that I may co-operate with God in
the saving of my own soul. I cannot
satisfy the claims ofGod upon me as His
human agent, by meeting the ideas and
opinions of even teachers of doctrines,
unless they hannonize with the voice of
God. "What saith the law? How readest
thou?" is the question from the greatest
of all teachers.

The popular opinion of what saith
the Fathers will not help my case. My



work is given me of God to know and
understand His will for my own in-
dividual self. By thoughtful, prayerful
study, I must seek to know for myself
the true meaning of the Scriptures. We
should thank God every day that we are
not left to human traditions and man-
made assertions. We cannot be safe in
trusling to any other word except "It is
written." We cannot float with the cur-
rent; we cannot build our faith on any
human theory, lest we come under con-
demnation as did the Jews. "Ye teach for
doctrine the commandments of men,"
said Christ to them. And this statement
is made decidedly plain to us in these
last days.

In Sunday observance the command-
ments of men are made supreme. Human
authority and church pretensions are
made as the Word of God, to which all
must bow. Should we do this, we would
be laborers together with the man of sin,
who thought to change times and laws,
and who exalted himself above God and
all that is written in the Word of God.

-(;i1'.-- All who would have of the
-' living God, must be laborers together

with God to make up the breach that has
been made in the law of God by the man
of sin, and to raise up the foundation of
many generations. "Ye are laborers to-
gether with God." They will turn away
their feet from trampling on the law of
God, and by precept and example turn
the feet of many others from the path of
disobedience. They will keep the Sab-
bath from polluting it; they will call the
Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord,
honorable, and will honor him, not
doing their own ways, nor finding their
own pleasure, nor speaking their own
words. "Then shalt thou delight thyself
in the LoRD; and I will cause thee to ride
upon the high places of the earth, and
feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy
father: for the mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it." Isaiah 58:14

We are living in perilous time, and
we need that grace that will make us
valiant in fight, turning to flight the
armies of the aliens. Dear Brother, you
need more faith, more boldness and
decision in your labors. You need more
push and less timidity. You will ever
meet with disappointment unless you
move forward with determination. You
must not fail nor be discouraged. You
need in every place to study the situa-
tion. Read less, and do more actual
service. Circulate round, and practice
the truth you do know. Our warfare is

aggressive. Your efforts are too tame;
you need more force in your labors, else
you will be disappointed in its results.
There 3rc times when you must make a
charge against the enemy. You must
study methods and ways to reach the
people. Go right to them and talk with
them. Study tact, how you can reach
them: and be deterntined you will not
fail nor be discouraged.
God help you to daily hang your

helpless soul on Jesus Christ. Speak the
truth in no hesitating, halting style; but
speak it with boldness and assurance and
with the spirit of the Holy Ghost resting
upon you. Let the people understand that
you have a message that means life,
eternal life to them if they accept it. If
any SUbject should enthuse the soul, it is
the proclamation of the last message of
mercy to a perishing world. But if they
reject this message it will be to them a
savor of death unto death. Therefore
there is need to work diligently, lest your
labors be in vain. Oh, that you would
realize this, and that you would urge the
truth upon the conscience with the
power ofGod. Give force to your words,
and make the truth appear essential to
their educated minds. Please make your
labor a subject of earnest prayer, that it
may be approved of God, and that you
may be a successful worker in His vine-
yard.

Your ideas are altogether too narrow,
too bound about; you need to widen and
broaden. Do not educate your mind to
see afar off, thus making the subjects on
which you dwell not of enough con-
sequence to engage immediate attention.
Carry your hearers with you. You can
change your manner of labor; you can
put energy and deep interest into your
subject. You can allow the Holy Spirit to
work the man. You can bear responsi-
bilities which you are inclined to neg-
lect....

When a laborer is set in a certain
portion of the Lord's vineyard, his work
is given him as a faithful laborer to-
gether with God to work that vineyard.
He is not to wait to be told at every point
by human minds what he must do, but
plan his work to labor wherever he is
needed. God has given you brain power
to use. The wants of the believers and
the necessities of unbelievers are to be
carefully studied and your labors are to
meet their necessities. You arc to inquire
of God and not of any living man what
you shall do. You are a servant of the
living God, and not a servant of any

man. You cannot do the work of God
intelligently and be the shadow of
another man's thoughts and directions.
You are under God....

As the shepherd is to go after the lost
sheep, he is not to have merely a casual
interest, but an earnest travail for souls.
This calls for most earnest heart search-
ing, most earnest prayerful seeking for
God, in order that we may know Him and
the power of His grace. "That in the ages
to come He might shew the exceeding
riches ofHis grace in His kindness toward
us through Christ Jesus." Ephesians 2:7

Our religious history should not be
tame and commonplace, but an ex-
perience marked by the grace and de-
cided working of the power of God with
our efforts. Please read Ephesians 3:7-
21. Read carefully and prayerfully; for
this is for you, and for me, and for every
minister in every Conference, whether
they have or have not been formally
ordained to the work.

Bear in mind that no living man can
teU the precise work, or bound the worK
of a man who is in God's service. No
one can prescribe the days, the weeKs
that one should remain in a certain local-
ity before pushing on to another place.
Circumstances must shape the labors of
the minister ofGod, and if he seeks God,
he will understand that his work em-
braces every part of the Lord's vineyard,
both that which is nigh and that which is
afar off. The laborer is not to confme his
work to a specified measurement. He
must have no circumscribed limits,
exten his labors wherever necessit -
demands. God is his co-laborer;. hlL
Shoiiid seek-wisdom and counsel of HiI])
every siep, and not depend

human counsel..
The work has been greatly hindered

in many fields because the laborers ask
counsel from those who are not working
in the field, and who see not and feel not
the demand, and therefore cannot under-
stand the situation as well as the one
who is on the ground.

Your labors, Bro. Baker, need to be
improved in order to be successful....
There is danger, great danger with all

men of becoming self-deceived. There
are certain circumstances when Satan
will curmingIy and with artful talent,
work to hinder the cause of God. Some
influence not proceeding from the
throne of God will introduce itself. In-
born and cultivated tendencies are
fostered that Satan finds a chance to stir
up and strengthen. If not discerned by
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by Ralph Larson

An Analysis of the
Baker Letter

the possessor these will lead to a
development of weakness. When a man
is not steadfastly following the Light of
Life, he knoweth not at what he stum-
bleth.
Men must keep their own souls in the

love of God, else they will fail to teach
others these precious lessons, and will
prove their worthlessness and power to
form a character after the divine simili-
tude. Great learning and talent will not
make a man sufficient for a responsible
position which will make him a wise
master workman, unless he is propor-
tionately balanced by a symmetrical
character, and by making ]csus his
heavenly Guide, not trusting to his sup-
posed smartness or his talents. Men
should never exchange the heavenly
Guide for an earthly guide, who is him-
self only a part of the great web of
humanity, like unto themselves, finite
and fallible.

We often find in human character
strong contrasts of light and darkness.
The only safety for men and women to
whom God has given reason, is to sub-
due an ambition that is earth-born, and
they themselves feel the necessity like
Mary, of choosing the better part, whicb
shall never be taken from them; sitting at
the feet of Jesus and learning of Him
meekness and lowliness of heart; dying
to self, that their life may be hid with
Christ in God.

We all need and must have pure
religion, not borrowed from another I but
from Christ Jesus, the source of all
heavenly grace. Then we are to honor
God by looking to God, trusting in God,
and keeping the truth in the heart pure
and undefiled, having that faith that
works by love and purifies the soul. The
truth, when practiced, is a guide. Christ
is truth. We must yield to Him who alone
is truth, and who alone can give to the
troubled heart assurance and peace. 10
everyone of the human family, confi-
dent, boasting, or desponding, God the
searcher of hearts declares, "I know thy
works." God speaks. "Know Him."
There can be hypocrisy on the one hand
or deception on the other. God sees and
knows.

My dear Bro. and Sr. Baker, wbom I
love in the Lord, the Lord will guide you
if you will only trust in Him. 0

Manuscript Release, 414
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W HAT were the problems in the
experience of Pastor W. L. H.

Baker that called forth the letter of coun-
sel from Ellen White?

In regard to the practical pro-
fessional counsel that occupied the
major portion of the letter, we need not
speCUlate, because she wrote to Baker:
"You were cast down and feeling dis-
couraged . ... You are considering your
work as almost a failure." But Ellen
White's interpreters apparently fell that
her two and a half pages of Christologi-
cal counsel to Baker did not include an
adequate statement of the problem, so
they ventured to supply one for her. In
essence it would be: "You have been
mistaken in believing that Christ came
to earth in the human nature of fallen
man."

I am suggesting that this endeavor,
however well-meaning, was quite un-
necessary. I find Ellen White's own
statement of the problem abundantly
clear and satisfactory. She wrote: "Let
every human be warned away from the
ground of making Christ altogether
hwnan, such an one as ourselves." Em-
phasis mine

Let us try to fully internalize this
statement, taking care that no eisegesis
(putting our meaning into the text) is
mingled with our exegesis (getting the
writer's meaning from the text.) These
points would appear to be beyond ques-
tion:

a. The message is intended as a
warning.

b. The warning, allhough primarily
addressed to Baker, is widened to in-
clude "every human being."

c. The subject matter of the warning
is Christology, the doctrine of Christ.

d. The warning is not limited by its
wording to either the human nature of
Christ or the divine nature of Christ. The
writer is speaking of Christ in His total-
ity, the complete Christ, the entire
Christ, the divine-human Saviour who is
both God and man. This is made clear hy

the wording of the sentence itself, and
hy the context, in which care is urged
lest we "lose or dim the clear percep-
tions of His humanity as combined with
divinity." Emphasis mine

e. The specific content of the warn-
ing is that we he careful to not present
Christ to the people as:

1. Allogether human,
2. Such an one as ourselves.
This warning closely follows state-

ments that Christ's birth was a miracle
of God, and that tbe Bible description of
Christ as the Son of God cannot be
applied to any human being other than
Christ.

Need we point out that there is no
room for a divine nature in a Christ who
is altogether human?

Need we point out that tbere is no
room for a divine nature in a Christ who
in His totality is such an one as our-
selves?

Why do we have difficully in recog-
nizing that Ellen White's warning to
Baker was to take care lest his strong
emphasis on the humanity of Christ
cause his hearers to lose sight of the
equally important divinity of Christ, and
to draw the conclusion that there could
have been sin in the life of Christ? (Let
us not forget that this warning is accom-
panied by not less than ten strong affir-
mations that Christ never sinned, not
even once.)

Is our hesitancy to accept the ob-
vious meaning of the writer's warning
because we cannot conceive of any
Christian who would believe that there
could have been sin in the life of Christ?

Actually, there have been a great
many Christians who have believed that
there could have been sin in the life of
Christ. They have been generally
classified into two groups:

A. The so-called Modernists of the
late nineteenth and early twentieth cen-
turies. (Ibis term has largely fallen into
disuse and has been replaced hy the
more general term Liberal.) They taught



According to Arius, and those who followed
his thinking, Christ had not co-existed with the
Father throughout all eternity, but had been
created by the Father at some point in time
before the history of the world

that scicntific advances had made the
biblical record of the miraculous birth of
Christ untenable, and saw Christ as
simply a great and good man, not the
Son of God. They would not hesitate to
concede thc possibility of sin in the life
of Christ (unless they also dcnied the
reality of sin, as some did.) These people
were vigorously opposed by the Advent-
ist leaders of their time as well as by
other conservative Christians. They
were seen as among the worst enemies
of Christ and the gospel. It would be
difficult to conceive that Baker would
have continued in the Adventist ministry
if he had espoused the doctrines of the
Modernists.

B. TheAdoplionisls of earlier church
history. These were a significant body of
Christians who believed that Christ
began his earthly life as a being who was
altogether human, such an one as
selves, but who was eventually adopted
to become the Son of God. They would
not have been concerned about sin in the
life of Christ during the period beforc
His adoption. Their opinions are found
in the writings of the church Fathers,
about which Ellen White cautioned
Bakcr.

My analysis of thc Bakcr leller, pre-
scntcd in thc ncxt few pages, has led me
to the conclusion that Adoptionism was
the error against which Ellen White was
warning Baker. It appears to me that the
construction placed upon this leller by
Ellen White's interpreters is entirely ar-
tificial and alien, a contruction which
can only be made by ignoring Ellen
White's own clear statement of the prob-
lem.

It is common knowledge that the
pioneers of the Adventist church came
from a wide variety of religious and
theological backgrounds, and that after
the great disappointment of 1844 they
devoted much time and study to the
development of a platform of Bible truth
upon which they could unite. In their
early Bible conferences they reached a
common understanding of the nature of
God, the nature of man, the Sabbath,
justification by faith, et cetera. They did
not, however, successfully resolve all of
their different understandings of the na-
ture of Christ.

Arianism

As late as the turn of the century
there were still a few voices among us
which were advocating in various ways

limited views of the divinity of ChrisL I

These views, gcnerally speaking, fell
within the catagory of what theologians
have called Arianism, after a certain
Arius who strongly advocated similar
opinions in the great Christological con-
troversies of the fourth century.2

According to Arius, and those who
followed his thinking, Christ had not
co-existed with the Father throughout all
eternity, but had been created by the
Father at some point in time before the
history of the world. Christ was seen as
the greatest and highest ofGod's created
beings. Thus He was not "Very God of
Very God," but a lower and lesser form
of deity. Ellen White did not use the
technical term Arianism, but she did
tcstify to the eternal deity of Christ in
her grcat The Desire ofAges in such a
way that the specific Christological er-
rors of Arianism were unmistakably re-
futed.' Thus: "From the days of eternity
the Lord Jesus Christ was one with the
Father." The Desire of Ages, 19. "The
name of God, given to Moses to express
the idea of cternal presence, had been
claimcd as His own by this Galilean
Rabbi. He had announced Himsclf to be
the self-existent Onc." Ibid., 469-470.
1'10 Christ is life, original, unborrowcd,
underivcd." Ibid., 530

In the light of this clear testimony the
Arian Christological errors gradually
faded away, and it is doubtful that there

are any Seventh-day Adventist Bible
students who now believe that Christ
was a created being.

Adoptionism

In like manner, without identifying
the Christological error by its specific
technical name, Ellen White found occa-
sion to refute the priciples ofAdoption-
ism. This was a view that Christ was not
the Son of God at birth, nor during the
first phase of His earthly life, but be-
came the Son of God by adoption This

idea was taught in Rome during the
years A.D. 189-199 by a leather mer-
chant from Byzantium named Theodo-
tus· It was developed and amplified by
Paul of Samosata who served as bishop
of Antioch from A.D. 260 to 269. Be-
cause of Paul's strong innuencc, the
opinion became quite popular in the
eastern churches and in the Armenian
churches, where it was held for centu-
ries.s In the eighth century it was advo-
cated among the western churches by
Elipandus of Spain6

Allhough there were nuances of
difference in the views of individual
Adoptionists, there were thIee basic
opinions that were generally shared.
Ellen White's response to and refutation
of these opinions is found not only in
The Desire ofAges but also in a personal
testimony to W. L. H. Baker, a pastor
who was laboring in 1he Thsmanian dis-
1rict while Ellen White was living in
Australia and working on the manuscript
for The Desire ofAges'"

In this interesting letter we find (1) a
warning to Pastor Baker about spending
too much time in reading, (2) a caution
against accepting the traditions of the
Fathcrs (a term which when capitalized
as in the letter, is understood to refer to
the church Fathers) and (3) a warning
about teaching spcculativc theories that
would not be of benefit to the church
members. She also presents a specific,

point-by-point refutation of the errors of
Adoptionism.

I - Adoptionist view: Jesus was no1
the Son of God at birth. He was born of
a woman as all mcn are. Though He may
have been born of a virgin, this fact
would have had no theological signifi-
cance. He was born as a son of man, not
as the Son of God.

Ellen White wrote to Baker: "But
Jesus Christ was the only begotten Son
of God.... His birth was a miracle of
God; for, said the angel, 'Behold, thou
shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring
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Ellen White wrote to Baker: "The exact time
when humanity blended with divinity, it is not
necessary for us to know"

forth a son, and shall call His name
JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be
called the Son of the Highest: and the
Lord God shall give unto Him the throne
of His father David; and He shall reign
over the house of Jacob forever; and of
His kingdom there shall be no end. Then
said Mary unto the angel, How shall this
be, seeing I know not a man? And the
angel answered and said unto her, The
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and
the power of the Highest shall over-
shadow thee: therefore also that holy
thing that shall be born of thee shall be
ealled the Son of God.' Luke 1:31-35
"These words do not refer 10 allY

humon being, except to the Son of the
Infinite God." Letter 8, 1895. Emphasis
mine

II -Adoptionist view: Jesus was not
the Son of God during the first phase of
His earthly existence. He was a normal
human being with exalted concepts of
purity and holiness, toward which He
strove heroically, but He was in no sense
divine. During this phase of His exist-
ence, since He was allogether and exclu-
sively human, He would have had the
same propensities for sin, and taints of
corruption, that all humans have. He
could have even been overcome by temp-
tation and actually sinned. None of these
things, in view of His continuing heroic
struggle to achieve holiness, would have
disqualified Him to become the adopted
Son of God at the climax of His spiritual
progress. Paul of Samosata expressed it
like this: "Mary did not bring forth the
Word, for Mary was not before the ages.
But she brought forth a man on a level
with ourselves.sEmphasis mine
Ellen White wrote to Baker: "Let

every human being be warned from the
ground of making Christ allOgerher
human, such all olle as ourselves; for it
cannot be." Emphasis mine

"Never, in any way, leave the slight-
est impression upon human minds that a
taint of, or inclination to, corruption
rested upon Christ, or that He in any way
yielded to corruption.

"Do not set Him before the people as
a man with the propensities of sin.

"He could have sinned, He could
have fallen, but not for one moment was
there in Him an evil propensity." Ibid.

This interesting expression, "not for
one moment" would seem to indicate
that Ellen White was recoiling in horror
from the above stated view of the Adop-
'ion iSIs. Perhaps they could contemplate
with equanimity the possibility of evil
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propensities, corruption, or even sin in
Christ's early life, but she could not.
TIus appears to be her chief concern in
the leiter to Pastor Baker. In it she
affirms repeatedly that Christ did not
sin, mentioning it a total of ten times,
and carefully ruling out the possibility of
even a single yielding to temptation on
His part.
"On not one occasion was there a

response to his (Satan's) manifold temp-
tations. Ibid. Emphasis mine

III - Adoptionist view: As a result
of His heroic struggles to achieve holi-
ness, Jesus was eventually adopledto be
the Son of God. There were different
opinions as to when this happened.
Some saw it as a gradual process, others

felt that it happened at the baptism of
Jesus, and still others at His resurrection.
After His adoption, humanity was
blended with divinity.

Ellen White wrote 10 Baker: "The
exacl lime when humanity blended with
divinity, it is not necessary for us to
know." Ibid. Emphasis mine

In addition to this precise and
specific rejection of the errors ofAdop-
tionism in her letter to Pastor Baker,
Ellen White expanded on the themes of
the divinity and pre-existence of Christ
as well as His complete sinJessness
throughout His entire life in The Desire
ofAges.

Some have studied the letter from
Ellen White to Pastor Baker, and, per-
haps because of a lack of familiarity
with the specific ChristoIogical errors of
Adoptio/lislll that she was so forcefully
rejecting, have had difficulty with the
expression "not for one moment was
there in Him an evil propensity.

Some have seen in this an evidence
that she believed that Christ assumed in
His incarnation the nature of Adam
before his fall. Others, comparing it with
her comments on that subject in The
Desire ofAges, have drawn the unfor-
tunate conclusion that she talked on both

sides of that particular question. Neither
conclusion is required by the evidence.
Once it is recognized that the Baker
letter is a point-by-point refutation of
Adoprionism, which Pastor Baker had
apparently become involved in through
his reading of the church Fathers, her
line of reasoning in that letter becomes
crystal clear. And we are certainly not
required to use a fragment from a per-
sonal letter to a Thsmanian pastor to
offset her statements about the human
nature of Christ as found in The Desire
ofAges, which is clearly her conscious
and deliberate Christological position
paper addressed to the whole world. To
do this would be questionable her-
meneutics, to say the least.

As to the human nature of Christ,
Ellen White, consciously departing from
Reformation Christology, takes the same
position that the Swiss theologian Karl
Barth does, and for the same reason.
Compare:

Karl Borlh: "Flesh (which the Word
became) is the concrete form of human
nature marked by Adam's fall. ...

"But there must be no weakening or
obscuring of the saving truth that the
nature which God assumed in Christ is
identical with our nature as we see it in
the light of the Fall. If it were otherwise,
how could Christ be really like us? What
concern would we have with Him?

"Jesus did not run away from the
state and situation of fallen man, but He
took it upon Himself, lived it and bore it
Himself as the Eternal Son of God.''''
Ellen White: "It would have been an

almost infinite humiliation for the Son
of God to take man1s nature, even when
Adam stood in his innocence in Eden.
But Jesus accepted humanity when the
race had been weakened by four thou-
sand years of sin."IO

"And in order to elevate fallen man,
Christ must reach him where he was. He
took human nature, and bore the infirmi-
ties and degeneracy of the race.""



"In taking upon Himself man's na-
ture in its fallen condition, Christ did not
in the least participate in its sin."12 Em-
phasis mine

It is this writer's conclusion that a
careful use of correct hermeneutical
principles would makc it impossible to
usc the Baker letter to offset the book
The Desire of Ages. A comparison of
the human nature of Christ with the
nature of Adam before the fall, as dis-
tinct from the nature of man after the
fall, simply was not the purpose of the
writer. She was apparently responding
to the needs of an entirely different
problem, Pastor Baker's unfortunate in-
volvement with the Christological errors
ofAdoplionism.

And thc evidcnce certainly docs not
require that we accuse Ellen White of
talking on both sides of the question
about the human nature of Christ. When
proper hermeneutical principles are ap-
plied, her writings on that subjcct arc
clear, consistent, and unequivocal. Any
and all attempts to draw a line of demar-
cation between Christ's human nature
and our human nature must be shattered
by this simple yet profoundly meaning-
ful statement: "Just that which you may
be, He was in human nature."13 0
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(Washington, D.C., t971), t48-166
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Marshall Grosboll, pas/or and evangelist, is
tile director of Steps 10 Life ill Wichita,
Kansas.

writings did she give a different under-
standing.

By breaking God's command and
thereby sinning, Satan became a rebel.
His very nature changed in accordance
with his sin. He then succeeded in draw-
ing this world into his rebellion by caus-
ing our first parents to break the express
law of God. As in the case of Satan, their
inherited nature changed so that it be-
came impossible to obey God without a
miraculous change. "Because the carnal
mind is enrnity against God; for it is not
subject to the law of God, nor indeed can
be." Romans 8:7

But man had not had the light or
opportunities to which Satan and the
angels in heaven had been privileged.
Adam and Eve had not set out to rebel,
but had been tempted and deceived into
their act of transgression. Although they
were fully accountable for their actions.
for the Lord had given them an express
command with its associated punish-
ment, yet their case was not hopeless
and irreversible as was that of the angels
who had rebelled in the very presence of
God. "It would not have been safe to

this definition, isn't it apparent that the
spirit of antichrist has become the pre-
vailing teaching within the Adventist
ministry and educational system today?
It was not found anywhere in our early
church teachings. Where did it come
from? Many believe it has come as a
result of our theologians' attendance in
non-Adventist institutions where they
were taught this concept of the an-
tichrist, and then it was brought into our
own schools, churches, and periodicals.

W HILE there are those who are
looking for the antiehrist to come

in the future after the saints have been
supposedly raptured to heaven, John the
revelator, who clearly underslood the
character and danger of the coming an-
tichrist power on earth, warned that the
spirit of the anlichrist was already in the
world in his day. That spirit has con-
tinued to grow in strength and promi-
nence, and, sadly, has today gained as-
cendancy even within the Adventist
church. The Seventh-day Adventist
Church is the remnant church of Bible The Gospel of the Antichristprophecy. Thus, Satan, who is the real
antichrist, has made the church his Satan became jealous of Christ in
special target and has sought to bring his heaven and tried to assume the prelOga-
spirit and his teachings within the con- tives and position that belonged 10 Him
fines of this movement. Ellen White alone. He envied Christ's authority, and
says that "MallY will stand in our pulpits refused to recognize His command-
with the torch of false prophecy in their His commandments or laws. This cansti-
hands, kindled from the hellish torch of tuted sin.
Satan." Testimollies 10 Millisters, 409-- Ellen White is clear that this, and this
410. Is tllis not being fulfilled in the alone, constitutes the definition of sin:
teaching of the antichrist within many of "Our ollly definition of sin is that given
our churches and in nearly all of our in the Word of God; it is 'the transgres-
schools of higher education? sian of the law.'" The Great COl1-

The Bible describes the spirit of the troversy, 493; emphasis supplied in all
antichrist as the "spirit that does not quotations. In nineteen different places
confess that Jesus Christ has come in the she reaffirmed the fundamental prin-
nesh" 1 Jolln 4:3, all Bible Texts are ciple that this is the one and only defini-
from the New King James Version. By tion of sin. In not one place in all of her
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If it were unnecessary for Christ to become one
of "us," who have inherited a fallen, sinful
nature, it was unnecessary for Him to become a
human being at all

suffer any who united with Satan in his
rebellion to continue to occupy Heaven.
They had learned the lesson of genuine
rebellion against the unchangeable law
of God; and this is incurable." The Spirit
ofProphecy, vol. 1,21

God devised the one and only plan
whereby man could be redeemed from his
faU. Because of his transgression, man's
nature had been brought into harmony
with the nature of Satan. "Among whom
also we all once conducted ourselves in
the lusts of our nesh, fulfiJJing the desires
of the nesh and of thc mind, and were by
nature children of wrath." Ephesians 2:3.
God's !'irst promise to mankind was that
He would break this bond of unity be-
tween thc nature ofSatan and the nature of
man. In addressing Satan, He said: "I will
put enmity betwecn you and the woman,
and between your seed and her Seed; He
shall bruise your head, and you shall
bruise His heel." Genesis 3:15

Thus God promised to break the
power of Satan over man, so that man
would not be held undcr the dominion of
sin, and that He would send a "Seed of
the woman" who would crush the head
of the serpent.

For fOUT thousand years mankind
waited for the Seed of the woman to be
born. Through the hope of this coming
Redeemer, many God-fearing men and
women, such as Enoch, Moses, and Eli-
jah, were able to break the power of sin
in their lives, and some were taken to
heaven as a token of the redeemed of all
the ages who would also gain the victory
over Satan and his hosts of evil angels.
Nevertheless, all these men, even the
best and most upright, fell short of the
glory of God and left the blot of trans-
gression upon their heavenly record.
They were forgiven, transformed and
saved by faith in the coming Redeemer.

During this time the devil boasted
that as he had conquered all men, when
the "Secd of the woman" should come
down, he would triumph over Him also.
"He told his angels that when Jesus
should take fallen man's nature, he
could overpower Him." The Spirit of
Prophecy, vol. 1,48

Man needed a power outside of and
above himself to be united with his
weak, fallen nature. This necessary
power God promised to provide by
sending His own Son to be the Son of
fallen mankind. "Behold, a virgin shall
be with child, and bear a Son, and they
shall call His name Immanuel, which is
translated, God with us" Matthew 1:23

Jesus did not propose to humble
Himself simply to take on human nature,
as Adam had before he fell. Even that
would have been an infinite humilialion,
but He proposed to humble Himself stiJi
further, and to become the Son offal/en
humanity.

"Christ is the ladder that Jacob saw,
the base resting on the earth, and the
topmost round reaching to the gate of
heaven, to the very threshold of glory. If
that ladder had failed by a single step of
reaching the earth, we should have been
lost. But Christ reaches uS wherc we are.
He took our nature and overcame, that
we through taking His nature might
overcome. Made 'in the likeness of sin-
ful nesh' (Romans 8:3), He lived a
sinless life. Now by His divinity He lays

hold upon the throne of heaven, while by
His humanity He reaches us." The
Desire ofAges, 311

"In stooping to take upon Himself
humanity, Christ revealed a character
the opposite of the character of Satan.
But He stepped still lower in the path of
humiliation." "It would have been an
almost infinite humiliation for the Son
of God to take man's nature, even when
Adam stood in his innocence in Eden.
But Jesus accepted humanity when the
race had been weakened by four thou-
sand years of sin. Like every child of
Adam He accepted the results of the
working of the great law of heredity.
What these results were is shown in the
history of His earthly ancestors. He
came with such a heredity to share our
sorrows and temptations, and to give us
the example of a sinless life. . God
permitted His Son to come, a helpless
Babe, subject to the weakness of human-
ity. He permitted Him to meet life's peril
in common with every human soul, to
fight the battle as every child of human-
ity must fight it, at the risk of failure and
etemalloss." Ibid., 25, 49

Christ was not a new created being,
simply made like unto the human race,

and yet not actually becoming a member
of this fallen race. But He was in fact
and in reality the Son of mankind. There
was only one bloodline in the human
race of which He could bccome the son,
and that was the bloodline of fallen
Adam. Adam had no unfallen children.
For Christ to become the son of man
necessitated His becoming the Son of
fallen man, for there was no other
mankind for Him to inherit. Moreover, it
was fallen man who needed salvation. If
it were unnecessary for Christ to become
one of "us," who have inherited a fallen,
sinful nature, it was unnecessary for
Him to become a human being at all. He
had to become one with those He sought
to save. It was fallen humanity with
which He must unite the power of Divin-

ity. He was the ladder that stretched all
the way from the throne of God to the
helpless despair of fallen humanity.

"For it was fitting for Him, for
whom are all things and by whom arc
all things, in bringing many sons to
glory, to make the Author of their salva-
tion perfect through sufferings. For both
He who sanctifies and those who arc
being sanctified are all of one, for
which reason He is not ashamed to call
them brethren.... For indeed He does
not give aid to angels [who are unfal-
lenj, but He does give aid to the seed of
Abraham. Therefore, in all things He
had to be made like His brethren, that
He might be a merciful and faithful
High Priest in things pertaining to God,
to make propitiation for the sins of the
people. For in that He Himself has
suffered, being tempted, He is able to
aid those who are tempted." Hcbrews
2:10-18

Yet, in taking man's fallen nature,
Christ did not for a moment participate
in his sin. Rather, Hc cmancipated man
from sin. In Him were united the offend-
ing nature of the sioner with the om-
nipotent nature of Divinity, and thereby
sin was conquered. "Thc nature of God,
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What a wonderful promise! We can overcome
just as Jesus overcame. In fact, we must
overcome just as Jesus overcame

whose law had been transgressed, and
the nature of Adam, the transgressor,
meet in Jesus." The Seventh-dayAdvent-
is! Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 926.
Today, God offers us His divine nature
to combine with our sinful nature, that
we too can live a victorious life ovcr our
cultivated and inherited tendencies to
sin.

Yet, though Christ was born with a
union of divine and fallen human nature,
and we do not receive this union until
conversion, nevertheless Jesus had to
maintain that union of the two natures in
the very same way every converted child
of Adam must maintain it. "He came as
a helpless Babe, bearing the humanity
we bear." "He overcame in human na-
ture, relying upon God for power." Ibid.
925,924

Not only did He take our nature,
but He took upon Himself our sins
and guilt. "He made Him who knew
no sin to be sin for us, that we might
become the righteousness of God in
Him." 2 Corinthians 5:21
Some would have Jesus living a

sinless life, not because He combined
divinity with fallen humanity, and
thcreby overcame by crucifying the lusts
of the flesh and living according to the
dictates of the Spirit, but because He
never had anything to overcome in the
first place. Many would make Jesus
essentially different from us in His very
humanity, so that we might have no
example to follow. They say He was
born with the nature of Adam before He
fell, and that He thus had no intrinsic
tendencies to sin even within His unsur-
rendered nature. But this kind of victory
would mean nothing to us, nor do us any
good. It is I, not Adam before he fell,
who needs a Savior.

It was within my nature that Jesus
developed a perfect character as an ex-
ample for me to follow. That was an
example that I call follow. Christ did not
leave an unreachable ideal. Jesus said:
"If anyone desires to come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross,
and follow Me." Matthew 16:24. "AIl
His biddings are enablings." Christ's
Object [essans, 333

Jesus lived a perfect life by daily
crucifying the lusts of the flesh. When
something is crucified it is dead, and yet,
in the case of the fallen human nature, it
has to be crucified every day, moment
by moment.
The New Testament called the fallen,

sinful nature of Adam's descendants
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"flesh." "The works of the flesh are
evident, which are: adultery, fornication,
uncleanness, licentiousness, idolatry,
sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies,
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions,
dissensions, heresies, envy, murders,
drunkenness, revelries, and the like."
Galatians 5:19-21. All the works of the
flesh are bad. There is not one good
thing mentioned.

It was because of the flesh that Paul
could not keep the law. He said: "For I
know that in me (that is, in my flesh)
nothing good dwells.... For I delight in
the law of God according to the inward
man. But I see another law in my mem-
bers, warring against the law of my
mind, and bringing me into captivity to
the law of sin which is in my members.
o wretched man that I am! Who will
deliver me from this body of death?"
Romans 7:18-24. It was because of the
flesh that Paul could not do good when
He had been convicled of sin by the
Holy Spirit. Even though he was con-
victed, he found it impossible to follow
his convictions. Yet, he did not rejoice,
as many do today, and say: Since I
cannot do the will of God, God will
excuse me and save me even within my
sin. No! He exclaims, with unutterable
woe, "0 wretched man that I am! Who
will deliver me from this body of
death?" He recognized that "the wages

of sin is death" (Romans 6:23), and that
whoever continued to sin could in no
wise inherit eternal life and enter
heaven, for "there shall by no means
enter it anything that defiles, or causes
an abomination or a lie, but only those
who are written in the Lamb's Book of
Life." Revelation 21:27

So what was Paul to do? Would he
come up with some new, man-made
theology that would allow him to con-
tinue to sin and yet vainly hope that he
could also enter heaven? No! He rather
found the only hope of salvation-the
man Christ Jesus. "For what the law

could not do in that it was weak through
the flesh [because of my sinful, fallen
nature], God did by sending His own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on
account of sin: He condemned sin in the
flesh, that the righteous requirement of
the law might be fulfilled in us who do
not walk according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit. ... For if you
live according to the flesh you will die;
but if by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, you will live." Ro-
mans 8:3-13

What a wonderful promise! Thc al-
coholic does not have to remain an
alcoholic! The homosexual does not
have to continue to practice his sin! The
glutton can find perfect victory over his
appetite! The impatient can become
patient! The desponding, discouraged
soul can gain perfect faith and peace and
joy! No longer do we need to remain
under the bondage of sin. "For sin shall
not have dominion over you, for you are
not under law but under grace." Romans
6:14. We may have inherited fallen,
weakened natures with the cffects of
generations of sin resting within, but
through Jesus Christ we can develop
characters without a single sinful pro-
pensity,just as Jesus did.

"We must learn of Christ. We must
know what He is to those He has ran-
somed. We must realize that through

belief in Him it is our privilege to be
partakers of the divine nature, and so
escape the corruption that is in the world
through lust. Then we are cleansed from
all sin, all defects of character. We need
1I0t retain olle sinful propensity. ... As
we partake of the divine nature, heredi-
tary and cultivated tendencies to wrong
are cut away from the character, and we
are made a living power for good. Ever
learning of the divine Thacher, daily
partaking of His nature, we co-operate
with God in overcoming Satan's tempta-
tions. God works, and man works, that
man may be one with Christ as Christ is



Satan was embarrassed by Jesus' victory. He
had boasted to his angels that "When Jesus
should take fallen man's nature, he could
overpower him"

one with God. Then we sit together with
Christ in heavenly places. The mind
rests with peace and assurance in Jesus."
Review alld Herald, vol. 4, 175

What a wonderful promise! We call
overcome just as Jesus overcame. In
fact, we must overcome just as Jesus
overcame. "Everyone who has this hope
in Him purifies himself, just as He is
pure." 1 John 3:3. Jesus was pure, not
just in the books of heaven, but in His
very thoughts, motives, and character.
This is thc way wc too are to become
pure. "To him who overcomes I will
grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I

also overcame and sat down with My
Fathcr on His throne." Revelation 3:2l.
We must overcome in the same way
Jesus did.

It should be noticed that it is in our
characters-not in our natures-that we
will retain no propensities for sin. There is
a fanaticism, called the holy flesh move-
ment, which teaches that we will not
retain any temptation to sin in our in-
herited natures. But this is a false teach-
ing. Our fallen natures will never be
changed until we receive immortality.
Even Jesus was tempted to sin. "For we do
not have a High Priest who cannot sym-
pathize with our weaknesses, but was in
all points tempted as we are, yet without
sin." Hebrews 4:15. Ellen White says,
"He realized the strength of indulged
appetite and unholy passion which con-
trolled the world." COllfrolltatian, 36.
"Sorely as He was tried on the point of
hasty and angry speech, He never oncc
sinned with His lips." The Sellemh-day
Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 936.
He developed a character that turned to
His Father for strength in every time of
need, and with the twofold union ofdivine
power combined with human effort, He
recoiled from sin and temptation. Not
even by a thought did He yield to the
power of sin. And thus it can be with us.

Many have made much out of the
statement of Ellen White in a private

Ictter to an Elder Baker that Christ had no
propensities for sin. This, in context, was
referring to His character. Within the
very statcment she explains that He had
no propensities for sin because He never
yielded to tcmptation. This is thc samc
purity that we can have. Ellen White
gives the same assurance to us. We, too,
uneed not retain one sinful propensity,"
as noted in the statemcnt above.

Christ's human heredity was like
ours, but His character was pure and
perfect. As He was, so we can become.
"Jesus revealed no qualities, and exer-
cised no powers, that men may not have

through faith in Him. His perfect
humanity is that which all His followers
may possess, if they will be in subjection
to God as He was." The Desire ofAges,
664

What hope! What wonderful hopeI
Through Jesus Christ we can be vic-
torious over the wiles of the Devil and
the tendcncies of the nesh. Yet this is the
truth that Satan hates, for it makes him a
conquered foc.

Satan was embarrassed by Jesus'
victory. He had boasted to his angels
that "When Jesus should take fallen
man's nature, he could overpower him."
Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 1, 48. He had
failed. Still he refused to admit his
failure. Like a proud and spoiled child
upon the playing field when he is
defeatcd, he shouted: "He cheated!
That's the reason I lost! God is a cheater.
If He had played fair, I would have
conquered Him. He had an unfair advan-
tage. He did not really come down in
man's nature. He took Adam's unfaUen
nature. But mankind is still under my
dominion! I will not Jet them go!"

Satan refused to admit that Jesus
really did come in the nesh (meaning in
Adam's fallen nature) and overcame. He
will never admit it. Not a single evil
angel will admit it. Yet evcry heavenly
being boasts of the very opposite. That is
why the Bible says: "Ellery spirit that

confesses that Jesus Christ has come in
the nesh is of God." 1 John 4:2. Therc
are many, many false spirits who
confess that Jesus Christ has come in a
human physical body. This is a cardinal
doctrine of the Catholic church and of
the Eastern Orthodox church and of the
Evangelicals and of false prophets and
religions of every hue and dcscription.

I presented these thoughts to an Ad-
ventist theology department some years
ago, and the head of the department
assured me that, indeed, Paul did use
flesh to mean fallen, human nature, but
he asserted that the text quoted above
was not Paul's writings. He assured me
that John, in 1 John 4:2, was talking
simply about skin and bones, not fallen
nature as Paul in his writings used the
term to mean. He assured me that Paul is
the only Bible writer who used the tcrm
"flesh" to mean fallen nature. I found
this astounding and unbelievable! In the
first place, the Bible writers read each
other's letters and spokc and wrote in
harmony with each other. Furthermore,
is it not evident that there are thousands
of false prophets who profess that Jesus
came in litcral skin and bones? And
finally, it flies in the face of reality,
because in fact all the Bible authors in
the New lestament usc nesh to mean
fallen human nature:

Consider 1 Peter 4:1-2, which is an
obvious text writtcn by Peter telling us
we arc not to live in the nesh. Would
anyone be so naive as to interpret Peter
to say we are not to live within our skin?
Or consider First John itself: "For all that
is in the world-the lusts oftheJ1esh, the
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life-is
not of the Father but is of the world."
1 John 2:16. It is not our fingcrnails, hair
follicles and ear lobes that lust, but our
sinful nature that we inherit. This is not
only Paul's understanding of nesh, but
Peter's and John's. They all spoke the
same language.

John then says that this is the teach-
ing of the antichrist. And indced it is.
Thc bulwark of the doctrine is the Im-
maculate Conception which teaches that
Jesus, or even Mary, did not come in our
nature, but in the nature of Adam before
he fell.

Satan has developed, fostered, and
fortified this teaching by many as-
sociated philosophies, such as the doc-
trine of original sin, or original guilt; a
bclief that we are guilty of sin at birth.
This led to infant baptism, a necessary

Continued on 27
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Ralph Larson, a retired pastor, last served as
chairman afthe Church andMinistry Depart.
mellt of the Seventh.day Adventist Theologi.
cal Seminary, Far East.

human nature, came in the likeness of
sinful nesh to condemn sin in the flesh."
Siglls of the Times, vol. 3, 304

A.T Jones, commenting on the same
text, observed that if Christ had come in
the likeness of sinless nesh, that would
have been no mystery, but would have
been "natural enough.n General Confer-
ellce Bulletill, 1895, 302

We have seen that with the publication
of the bookQuestiolls all Doctrille in 1957
our historic truth about the human nature of
our Lord was surrendered in favor of the
Calvinistic doctrine that Christ had come
to earth in the human nature of unfalJen
Adam. Thus a Calvinistic beachhead was
established, and a Calvinistic nag was
raised within our church. In faithful ful-
fillment of Ellen White's prediction, one
truth after another began to experience the
process of corruption.

Satan was using a procedure that was
neither new nor experimental. Some of
the authors of the book Questiolls all
Doctrille were teachers at our theological
seminary, which was at the time located at
the General Conference headquarters in
Washington, D.C., and others were
General Conference officers. The great
apostasies that have done such enormous
injuries to other Protestant churches have,
generally speaking, also begun at their
higher educational institutions and
worked their way downward through
teachers and ministers, until they finally
reached the laity. Those of us who have
spent years in evangelistic work have met
members of these Protestant churches
who were bewildered and dismayed at the
falsehoods that were being presented as
truth by their own seminary-trained pa-
stors. The wolves had come, not in
sheep's clothing, but in the clothing of the
shepherd.

"For the leaders of this people cause
them to err; and they that are led of them
are destroyed." Isaiah 9:16

"With lies ye have made the heart of
the righteous sad, whom I have not made
sad; and strengthened the hands of the
wicked, that he should not return from
his wicked way. by promising him life.n
Ezekiel 13:22

An outstanding characteristic of the
Seventh-day Adventist people has al-
ways been their loyalty to the leaders of
their church. Several factors have con-

The False Reasoning
of a False Theology

Before the last developments of the
work of apostasy, there will be a

confusion of faith. There will not be
clear and definite ideas concerning the
mystery of God. One truth after another
will be corrupted." Signs of the Times,
vol. 3, 118

Ellen White then quotes 1 Timothy
3:16, which she, along with other Ad-

/11 this article Ralph Larsoll contillues a
series which he begall in January.

ventist writers, understood to mean that
the "mystery of Godliness, God ...
manifest in the flesh," was a reference to
the great truth that Christ had come to
earth in the human nature of fallen man,
the likeness of sinful nesh.

"In the councils of heaven the Lord
planned to reshape the broken, perverted
characters of man, and to restore to them
the moral image of God. This work is
termed the mystery of godliness. Christ,
the only-begotten of the Father, assumed
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The hearts of the historic Adventists are being
made sad by false accusations and a false
theology-a theology that promises life to all,
wicked and righteous

tributed to this attitude. The smallness of
our church made it possible for us to
have some personal acquaintance with
many leaders, and OUI acquaintance is
widened by frequent changing of pastors.
Our shared devotion to a common cause,
the carrying of God's last warning mes-
sagc 10 the world, and a rcmarkable
uniformity of beliefs and lifcstyles have
also contributed to our sense of belong-
ing to a closcly knit spiritual family, our
scnse of oneness. Our leaders generally
have been pace-setters, providing us
with living cxamples of self-sacrificing
devotion to thc causc of God.

All of this is very admirable, but it can
contributc to an attitude that is cxtrcmcly
dangerous, the conviction that our leadcrs
can never be mistakcn, that they can do no
wrong. ! know this feeling from cxperience.
Fiftcen years before! discovered thc prob-
lems in the book Questions 011 Doctrine, a
brother in the church tried to show them to
mc, but it seemed to me that he was
criticizing our world leaders. 1simply could
not tolerate what appeared to me to be
disloyalty to our leaders.

But! have been forced to recognize that
while loyalty is indeed a virtue, blind loyalty
is as certainly a vice. Beth the history of
God's people as recorded in Scripture and
the tragic record of apostasy during the last
century in thc churches about us have
demonstrated that errors, infidelity, and
even outright apostasy have tended to begin
with church leadcrs and move progressively
downward to the people, rather than starting
with the people and moving upward
through the ranks.

This trend has been accentuated in our
church, as well as in other churches, by the
custom of sending young men to the edu-
eational institutions of the world, or of
churches that hold to false theologies to
receive their advanced degrees. This is not
the place to discuss the pros and cons ofour
decision to seck accreditation for our
schools, but one dimension of the problem
is not debatable. It is simply a matter of
history. When the question of accreditation
ofour schools was being studied, those who
were in favor of it agrced that no young mCn
would be sent to those non-Adventist insti-
tutions, but only mature workers who were
known to have a clear and broad under-
standing ofour faith and the evidences upon
which it rests.

But like most promises that are made for
the purpose of gaining concessions, this
promisewas soon forgotten. Youngmenwho
had not yet had time to become familiar with
the basis of our positions and to develop

maturity of judgment were sent to sit aI
the feet of highly trained teachers who
rejected the inspiration of the Scriptures,
or taught evolutionary theories, false the-
ologies, et cetera The results are now
before us. We Simply cannot assume thai
because a person holds a position in our
organization thai his or her opinions will
be in harmony with the Word of God The
Bible must be our guide and our test, to be
applied to all teachers, both within the
church and without. We must put no blind
confidence in any man or in any group of
men. The witness of Ezekiel 13:22, which
is in 17JeGreatControversy,655,waswritten
to apply to ministers of our time, and it is
being literally fulfIlled in many Seventh-day
Adventist churches today. Thc hearts of the
h;,,10ric Adventists are being made sad by
false accusations and a false thcology-a

theology that promises life to all, wicked
and righteous, thus strcngthening the
hands of wicked ones, that they should not
return from their wicked ways.

In our previous article about the great
Adventist apostasy entitled "Heresies
Will Come In,'' we chronicled the con-
secutive march into our church platform
of truth five heretical planks which
changed five of our original doctrines.
Although thesc five doctrines are clearly a
part of our original platform of truth, and
although they are plainly reaffirmed in the
new doctrinal book, Sevellth-day Advent-
ists Believe, nevertheless, very strong at-
tempts are now being made to remove
them and replace them with live false
doctrines of Calvinism.. We must remem-
ber that the book Questions 011 Doctrine
has not been repudiated. Generally speak-
ing, its errors are still being taught in
many of our educational institutions in
spite of the publication of our new doctri-
nal book, Seventh-dayAdventiSIsBelieve.
The five doctrines in question arc:

LThe historic doctrine that all ofAdam's
descendants inherit hiswenkness is nowbeing
replaced by the Calvinistic doctrine that all of
Adam's descendants inherit his guilt.

Those who cling to this false doctrine
have been eonfronted by two major prob-
lems. What happens when Jesus is born? Is
Heborn guilty? Andwhat happens to babies
who die shortly after they are born, if they
are born guilty for the sin of Adam? Arc
they lost and damned? Solutions were re-
quired, and, therefore, two solutions were
inventc<l, both by false rcascning. It was
falsely rcascned that Christ was born in thc
human nature of the unfallen Adam, and did
not receive the human nature of His mother
Mary. This requires a miracle that is no-
where even hinted at in Scripture. It was
falsely rcascned that babies who arc born
guilty may be delivered fTOm this guilt of
Adam by thc process of infant baptism
(pouring or sprinkIing), a practice which is
also not found in the Scriptures. The Bible
teaches that baptism is for thosewho arc able

to believe (Mark 16:16), to repent (Acts
2:38), and to obey (Matthew 28:

The simple Cact that until the fateful
ycar 1957 our church had nothing to do
with either of thesc falsc tcachings testi-
fies very forcefully against the idea that
we ever hcld the false doctrine from
which they grew. Since we did not ac-
ccpt the evil tree we did not have to
accept its evil fruits. But those who are
now promoting Calvinism among us
would tear out from our platform of truth
the planks that were carefully put into
place by our pioneers and substitutc for
them Calvinistic doctrines that 3rc not
only untrue themselves, but also require
the introduction of other false doctrines.
So as Ellcn White predicted, "One truth
after anothcr will be corruptcd."

2. Our historic doctrine that Christ
carne to earth in the human naturc of fallen
man, is now being replaced by the Calvin-
istic doctrine that Christ came to earth in
the human nature of unfallen Adam.
Here a curious seesaw has

developed. During the one hundred
years 1852-1952 our church leaders
published not less than 1200 statcments
that our Lord had come to earth in the
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Faith claims God's promises, and brings forth
fruit in obedience. Presumption also claims the
promises, but uses them as Satan did, to excuse
transgression

human nature of fallen man, together
with the Scriptures on which the doc-
trinc was based. Four hundred of thesc
statements were from the inspired pen of
Ellen White. [n spite of this mountain of
evidence, or perhaps in ignorance of it,
although it is a maller of public record,
the authors of Questions on Doctrine
told Walter Martin and the world that
except for a "lunatic fringe," we had
never believed such a thing.

Most of us, acting in blind loyally to
our [eaders, accepted this misrepresenta-
tion as fact without questioning it. There
was, however, one outstanding scholar,
M. L. Andreason, who recognized the
problem and raised his voice in protest,
but he was brutally silenced by having
his ministerial credentials revoked.

But in 1988 a new doctrinal book
was prepared, entitled Sevelllh-day Ad-
vemists Believe. This volume, passing
by the misrepresentation in Questions on
Doctrine, reaffirms our historic belief
that Christ came to earth in the human
nature of fallen man. In chapter 4, "God
the Son," we find ten uses of the words
"likeness of sinful flesh" (Romans 8:3),
to describe the human nature of our
Lord, and the author's understanding of
that expression is made clear on page 46:

"He clothed His divinity with human-
ity, He was made in the 'likeness of sinful
Oesh,' or 'sinful human nature,' or 'fallen
human nature.' " Sec Romans 8:3

Elsewhere in the chapter we read:
According to His human nature He

"was born of the seed of David" (Ro-
mans 1:3; 9:5) and was the "Son of
Mary" (Mark 6:3). Page 45

When He took human nature, the race
had already deteriorated through 4,000
years of sin on a sin-cursed planet. Page 47

Christ took human nature with all its
liabilities. Page 47

He took the nature of man in its
fallen state, bearing the consequences of
sin, not its sinfulness. He was one with
the human race, except in sin. Page 49

These concepts have created prob-
lems for those who arc promoting Cal-
vinism among us, and have led to some
astonishing endeavors. Before me as I
write is the Adventist Review of Novem-
ber 1, 1990, which contains an editorial
at which I can only marvel. After ex-
tended comments on the importance of
subordinating our individual opinions to
the statement of faith in Sevelllh·day
Advemisls Believe, the editor writes:

"As an example, take the human
nature of Jesus. Our fundamental beliefs
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make clear that Jesus, God's eternal
Son, became fully human, was tempted
in all points, but remained sinless. But
they do not allempt to spell out His
nature beyond this."

The reader has but to look back to
the five quotations from Seventh-day
Advelllists Believe presented above to
realize the dimensions of the problem.

One could hardly ask for a more
convincing demonstration of the principle
that we dare not place uncritical confi-
dence in the thinking of any man or
blindly follow any leader. That such a
wildly inaccurate statement could be pub-

lished in theAdvemisl Review, is sobering
indeed and well illustrates thc church's
problem. 10 add to the mystery, we find
the editor's name in the list of those who
collaborated in the production ofSeventh-
day Adventists Believe. Sce pages 4, 5.
How truly Ellen White wrote, "We may
be surprised at nothing." The Seventh-day
Adventist Bible COlllmentary, vol. 4, 1170

3. Our historic doctrine of righteous-
ness by faith (right-doing by means of
power received from God), is now being
replaced by the Calvinistic doctrine of
unrighteousness by presumption
(wrongdoing with the expectation of
getting by with it).

Let us look again at Ellen White's
definitions;

"Faith claims God's promises, and
brings forth fruit in obedience. Presump-
tion also claims the promises, but uses
them as Satan did, to excuse transgres-
sion." The Desire ofAges, 126

In the New Testament we find more
than fifty 'victory' verses, mostly from
the writings of the apostle Paul. In the
writings of God's chosen messenger to
the remnant church, Ellen White, we
have counted more than 4,500. Approxi-
mately 2,500 arc included in our book,
Tell of His Power. An extraordinary
amount of false reasoning is required to
offset this vast array of evidence, but as
Ellen White wrote:

"Unbelief has now come to be a fine
art, which men work at to the destruction
of their souls." The Seventh-dayAdvelll·
ist Bible Commelllary, vol. 4, 1170

This fine art is practiced by a variety
of methods, many of which arc as old as
the history of deception. Two of the most
commonly employed methods arc:

The straw-man technique

In this method, the opponent's views
arc mistated, thus creating a straw-man.
Then this straw-man is allacked with
vigor. The unwary arc not likely to rccog-

nize the difference between the straw-
man and the opponent's actual views.
This is the technique that was employed in
the item from Ministry that was quoted in
ow previous article, wherein the writer
protested strenuously against the idea that
Jesus had a "carnal" nature. Actually,
Seventh-day Adventist writers had not
applied the word "carnal" to the nature of
Christ. But in this case, the straw-man
technique was apparently quite effective.

Violation of context

Here we must distinguish between
removal from context, which is true of
aU quotations, and violation of context,
which is true only when quotations are
used in a manner that is not what the
writer intended. For example, in the
Signs of the Times, June 9, 1898, Ellcn
White had written a sentence like this:

"In taking upon Himself man's na-
ture in its fallen condition, Christ did not
in the least participate in its sin."
SelectedMessages, book 1, 256

Dr. L. E. Froom, apparently the
principal author of Questions On Doc-
trine, presented in his Movement Of
Destiny, page 497, an abbreviated version
of the statement regarding the nature of
Christ that appears on page 650 in Ques-
tions On Doctrine. In it the first half of
Enen White's statement was laid aside,



Enormous exertions are required to rebut or offset
the vast array of Biblical and Spirit of Prophecy
evidence that character perfection, by the power
of God, is an attainable goal in this life

and the second half was presented as
part of this construction:

"TOOK SINLESS NATURE OF ADAM
BEFORE FALL.... Christ did not in the
least participate in its sin."

This is the ultimate violation of con-
text. No greater conteX1ual offense is
possible. And this construction requires
Ellen White 10 make the ludicrous state-
ment that Christ did not in the least
participate in the sin of the sinless nature
of Adam before his fall. This is an insult
of her intelligence as well as the intel-
ligence of the reader.

Again, lance listened to one of the
leading Calvinistic theologians among us
state that Ellen White denies the possi-
bility of character perfection in this life
and gave as his evidence this statement:

"Perfection exists only in the imagi-
nation." Review alld Herald, vol. 3, 71

This puzzled me, and so I traced the
quotation to its source and found that
Ellen White was referring to perfection
in the world and in the church, not in
human character. Here are her words:

"We may create an unreal world in
our own mind or picture an ideal church,
where the temptations of Satan no
longer prompt to evil; but perfection
exists only in our imagination. The
world is a fallen world, and the church is
a place represented by a field in which
grow tares and wheat."

And in the column preceding the
above statement she had written:

"By beholding and copying the per-
fect Model, we shall present to the world
a character that is Christlike."

The intention of the writer had been
ignored, and the few words taken from
her statement had been used to suit the
intention of the theologian, which was
the precise opposite of her intention.

We regret to report that this kind of
thing is very common in the writings of
many of those who are promoting Cal-
vinism among us. We must be on guard.
Our best policy would be to examine the

context of every quotation that we hear
or see employed by anyone.

Enormous exertions are required of
these persons when they endeavor to rebut
or offset the vast array of Biblical and
Spirit of Prophecy evidence that character
perfection, by the power of God, is an
attainable goal in this life. And to this may
be added the one hundred and forty affir-
mations of the same principle that appear
in the new Sevelllh-dayAdventistsBelieve,
which has realigned us with the historic
position of the church on this point.

Probably the attempt to refute the
evidence that is at once the most com-
mon and the most senseless is the chal-
lenging question, "Do you think that you
are perfect?" This matter is dealt with in
the oldest book in the Bible:
"If I justify myself, mine own mouth

shall condemn me: if I say, I am perfect,
it shall also prove me perverse. Though I
were perfect, yet would I nol know my
soul." Job 9:2{}-21

We are presently aware of twenty-
five places in the writing of Ellen White
where she bears a similar testimony.
Here are some samples:

"Those who are really seeking to
perfect Christian character will never
indulge in the thought that they are
sinless." Review alldHerald, vol. 1,251

"Those whom Heaven recognizes as
holy ones are the last to parade their own
goodness." Youth's Instructor, 539

"'llue sanctification will not lead any
human being to pronounce himself holy,
sinless, and perfect." Signs of the Times,
3,207

"No one who claims holiness is really
holy. Those who are registered as holy in
the books of Heaven are not aware of the
fact and are the last ones to boast of their
own goodness. Siglls ofthe Times, 1,490

"lmperceptibily to themselves, they
became one with the Father and with the
Son." Sons and Daughters ofGod, 2%

It should be noted in passing that the
Calvinistic doctrine that Christians can-

not live without sinning is itself a depar-
ture from and corruption of original
Calvinism. In the most famous of all
Calvinistic statements of faith, the great
Westminister Confession of the 1645,
we find these words:

"Neither are the aforementioned
uses of the law contrary to thc grace of
the gospel, but do sweetly comply with
it; the grace of Christ subduing and
enabling the will of man to do that freely
and cheerfully which the will of God,
revealed in the law, requireth to be
done." Creeds ofChristendom 643

"Th do that freely and cheerfully."
What a contrast to what we often hear
now! We are reminded of Ellen White's
statement:

"It is not that men cannot keep the
law, but that they will not." Review alld
Herald, vol. 4, 303

4. Our historic doctrine of the sanc-
tuary and the investigative judgment is
now being replaced by various Calvinis-
tic theories.

Actually, the various Calvinistic
theories consist mostly of sneers, jeers,
and expressions of unbelief. The Calvin-
ists are not united in their concepts of the
sanctuary. Some argue that there is no
literal sanctuary in heaven; some admit
that there is a heavenly sanctuary but
argue that it does not have two apart-
ments; others would make heaven itself
the sanctuary, and so on. Since many
attempt to discredit the day-for-a-year
application of the prophecy which
brings us to the terminal date of 2300
years in 1844, we will offer a brief
suggestion on that point.

In Daniel 9:25 we find an angel
saying to the prophet:

"Know therefore and understand, that
from the going forth of the commandment
to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the
Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks,
and threescore and two weeks: the street
shall be built again, and the wall, even in
troublous times."

We need not debate the dates of these
two historical events, the rebuilding of
Jerusalem and the appearance of the
Messiah, although both are well estab-
lished. No one would be foolish enough
to deny that the two events did occur,
and that they were several hundred years
apart. Yet the angel fixed the total time
between these two events as 483 pro-
phetic days. Ifwe do not allow a day for
a year, but count these days as literal
days, we are required to believe that the
total time between the two events was
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Our distinctive message, our great and eternal
platform of truth, has never been successfully
faulted and will never be successfully faulted

approximately one and one-third years.
Could anything be as absurd as this?

In fact, there are other objections to
the sanctuary that rival this one in absurd-
ity, although there is not space to discuss
them here. But be assured that the sanctu-
ary is, as Uriah Smith said, "the citadel of
our strength," and no objection to it will
bear up under investigation. Ellen White
wrote well: "1 know that the sanctuary
question stands in righteousness and truth,
just as we have held it for so many years."
Counsels to Writers andEditors, 54

5. Our historic doctrine of the Spirit
of Prophecy is now being replaced by
dependence on human reasoning.

The priceless gift of the Spirit of
Prophecy has shaped and molded the
great Advent movement. While it is true
that in the field of theology it is the
sanctuary doctrine that has made us what
we arc, in all matters of accomplishment
it is the Spirit of Prophecy that has made
us what we arc. It has been the voice of the
Holy Spirit, coming to us through God's
chosen messenger, that has called into
being our schools, our hospitals, our pub-
lishing houses, our church organization,
OUf mission programs; in short, all of OUI
truly impressive accomplishments.

But in spitc of these undeniable reali-
lies, many, even in leadership, arc now
ready to throw the Spirit of Prophecy
overboard. They realize, however, that an
open and undisguised rejection of the
Spirit of Prophecy is more than most
church members would be able to accept
just now, and consequently they have to
be discreet, pretending to believe the
Spirit of Prophecy while, in fact, rejecting
it as much as possible.

One part of their problem is that the
Spirit of Prophecy strongly affirms as
truth the very doctrines that they wish to
deny. Attempts to make it appear that
Ellen White's writings, if properly "inter-
preted," would support their Calvinistic
doctrines have been embarrassingly un-
successful. A recent example is a book
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which was written by aprofessor at one of
our colleges which unabashedly sets forth
as its purpose the presentation of the true
meaning of Ellen White's writings. But
the volume contained such shocking mis-
representations of fact that controversy
was immediately created when it was
published. The White Estate office pro-
tested vigorously, and it was recognized
by church leaders that the printing of the
book was a mistake. Although many felt it
should be recalled or repudiated, it was
decided to "just let it die quietly." But, in
fact, it is still on sale in the Adventist Book
Centers, waiting to deceive the unsuspect-
ing church member who purchases it and

reads it in the confidence there could not
be anything wrong with a book that was
printed by our own denominational pub-
lishing house.

My own experience as a Spirit of
Prophecy research worker has not been
encouraging and has even put me and my
wife under suspicion in the view of some
church leaders. Church members are often
puzzled. They have heard about the two
research reports, The Word Was Made
Flesh and Tell ofHis Power, and as a result
have frequently invited us to conduct
seminars in their areas. We respond to
these invitations as often as we can, but
we find that about half of these Spirit of
Prophecy seminars must be conducted in
public places or in private homes because
local pastors and/or Conference presi-
dents will not permit them in their
churches. Appeals to highcr authorities
have been unavailing.

The usual explanation offered for
keeping these Spirit of Prophecy research
reports out of the churches is fear that the
church will be criticized or even attacked.
It is perhaps understandable that those
who arc deeply involved in the great
Adventist apostasy and are busily tearing
out the planks from our platform of truth
in order that these planks may be replaced
by the faIse doctrines of Calvinism should
find it their best defense, when their

activities are challenged, to raise acry that
the church is being attacked. Nothing
could be further from the truth.

If it is not possible to present authen-
tic Spirit of Prophecy research without
attacking the church, what docs this tell
us about the church? Has the church
become so identified with error that
protests against crror arc neccssarily at-
tacks upon the church?

We firmly reject this identification of
the church with error and evil, and the
identification of evildoers as the church.
They may be in the church, but they arc
not the church. Yet, it may be helpful to
take time for reflection in order to sort out
our concepts of the message, the church,
and the leadership of the church.

Our distinctive message, our great
and eternal platform of truth, has never
been successfully faulted and will
be successfully faulted. Every attack
against it, without any exception, has
been proved a faIse accusation, and thus
it will always be. Our message is truth,
and the truth will stand forever. Our first
and highest loyalty is to our Lord and to
His truth, which are inseparable. We must
remember that Jesus said, "I am the Way,
the Thlth, and the Life." John 14:6

Our church is an organization brought
into being for the purpose of teaching the
truth. Thus the message created the
church. The church did not create the
message. The truth is the foundation ofthe
church. The church is not the foundation
of the message. And to maintain that the
church continues to speak with authority
even when it abandons the message of
truth is preposterous. The experiences of
the message and the church may be simi-
lar, or they may be quite different. The
church may thrive and prosper, or it may
undergo oppression and persecution, or it
may suffer the loss of its institutions, or its
membership may be decreased by apos-
tasy, but none of these things have any
effect upon the message-the truth.

If our faith and our loyalty are pri-
marily to our Lord and to His truth-the
message, then we will not be over-
whelmed with discouragement by the
changing fortunes of the church. We have
never been told that the church would be
free from trials, or that it would move
without interruption from victory to
victory until we welcome the return of
our Lord. Quite the contrary. We have
been elearly forewarned that there will be
a great apostasy in our church as we near
the end of time, and a great convulsion as
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lruth to be Rescued from Error
THE children of God are com-

manded, "As He which hath caJJed
you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner
of conversation.... And if ye call on the
Father, who without respect of persons
judgeth according to every man's work,
pass the time of your sojourning here in
fear." 1 Peter 1:15, 17

Never was there a time when we
neededmore special connection with God
than at the present time; for there is a
constant tendency in human nature that
makes men lean on their own under-
standing. Men trust in men, leaving God
out of life and character. There must be
more earnest efforts to live out the life of
Christ, and the advocates ofthe truth must
learn not to lean upon any man or set of
men. There must be repentance of sins,
Christlike meekness, and lowliness of
heart. Men must be found who have an
individual experience, who cannot be en-
ticed from the path ofright, of justice, of
meekness, of patience, of forbearance, of
Christian courtesy. Men must be found
who will not manifest anything but a
Christlike spirit when opposed by talka-
tive, open-mouthed men who put light for
darkness and darkness for light. Men are
needed in this time who know that the
evidences which God has given are to be
relied upon in the face ofall the assertions

that will come from the enemies of the
faith. ThIk is very cheap; it is a common
article of commerce, and is much more
largely dealt in than is prayer or the words
that God has spoken through His chosen
apostles and prophets.

We may have faith in men who
profess to be followers of O"ist, only as
we see that they are meeting God's great
standard of righteousness, not some ideal
of their own, but thai they are actually
copying the perfection of the character of
Jesus Christ.

Let not any man feel that the work of
God is under his special guardianship; but
realize that it is under the control of
Omniscience. The Lord will choose men
for these times who will be workers
together with Him. Hewill choose men of
resolute minds, who will follow His
guidance, and act in harmony with the
great I AM; who will be actuated by
heroic principles, and will accomplish the
will ofGod in preventing evil and promot-
ing good in the world. Privations, trials,
and hardships will not discouragc them;
but they will stand forth as examples of
undaunted devotion. It is tbis class that to
all intents and purposes are the defenders
of the faith once delivered 10 the saints. In
times of proving and trial, in the day of
trouble such as never was, it will be

IEllen G. White I

revealed who have builded their charac-
ters from material that will stand the test.
God's true workmen will be forced to
speak the truth and unmask hypocrisy and
deception in defending every portion of
the Word of God. Accusation upon ac-
cusation from men of high position will
come against those who would be true to
God, and they will be compelled to stand
in defense of the truth. But the servants of
the Lord will be men of opportunity, of
energy and tact, and will be ready to
promote the interests of truth under every
circumstance. They will not be selfish,
self-important, self-sufficient persons;
they will be men who have the mind of
Christ. They will be kind, affectionate,
loving, prompt, tender, yet resolute. They
will be God-fearing men, and in the face
of opposition they will move forward,
firm and steadfast, to defend Bible truth.
Such men will press the triumphs of the
cross of Christ to the very end of the
conflict. They will boldly, and yet in the
Spirit of Christ, confront the agents of
Satan who will seek to suppress religious
liberty, and they will not give place to
them for an hour.

Therewill be those, who, after a feeble
resistance, will yield one point of truth
after another. The reason they will do this
is that they have never valued truth as they
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should. They have never enthroned the
truth in the inner sanctuary of the heart,
and they have not been sanctified through
the truth. They will give way to the
powers that be, and render obedience to
men rather than to God. But those who
stand firm to the truth will answer those
who demand their surrender to the tradi-
tions of men and their compliance with
the custom of the majority, that they owe
allcgiance to a higher authority than that
of the Statc. Thcy will declare that they
cannot set aside the Sabbath of the great
Creator for a man-made institution. They
will declare that as partakers of the divine
nature, they are placed in aposition where
the ordinances of men, when conflicting
with the commands of God, are of no
force nor value. Those who are em-
powered with authority will say to them as
they said to Paul, "Thou art beside thy-
selr'; (Acts 26:24) and when persuasion
and entreaty are in vain, heavier pressure
will be brought to bear, and the steadfast-
ness of Christ's followers will be tested to
the uttermost. Every conceivable device
that men and demons can invcnt will be
brought to bear against them to overcome
them; but those who have learned how to
cling to God will not abate one jot or tittlc
of truth.

The fact that times of trouble and
persecution are before the people of God
must not deter them in the least from
proclaiming the truth. They are to pro-
claim the truth because it is truth. Gems of
thought are to be gathered up and re-
deemed from their companionship with
error; for by their misplacement in the
association of error, the Author of truth
has been dishonored. The precious gems
of the righteousness of Christ, and truths
of divine origin, are to be carefully
searched out and placed in their proper
setting, to shine with heavenly brilliancy
amid the moral darkness of the world. Let
the bright jewels of truth which God gave
to man, to adorn and exalt His name, be
carcfully rescued from the rubbish of
error, where they have been claimed by
those who have been transgressors of the
law, and have served the purposes of the
great deceiver on account of their connec-
tion with error. Let the gems of divine
light be reset in the framework of the
gospel. Let nothing be lost of the precious
light that comes from the throne ofGod. It
has been misapplied, and cast aside as
worthless; but it is heaven-sent, and each
gem is to become the property of God's
people and find its true position in the
framcwork of truth. Precious jewels of

light are to be collected, and by the aid of
the Holy Spirit they are to be fitted into the
gospel system. God has poured His Spirit
upon His servants, and qualified them to
use their ability and talent in revealing
truth to those who sit in darkness; but the
very ability God has given by which to
reveal truth to others, men, perverting
their talents, employ to deceive; for they
use their gifts as did Satan when he
deceived the angels of heaven, and exalt
self, causing their God-given abilities to
administer to their own glory. These be-
come confused by error, their minds are
darkened by the enemy, and the truths
which God imparted to them are buried by
them in a mass of error, or basely per-
verted to serve the cause of evil. But these
heaven-given rays of light are not to be
lost to the world. These truths are to be as
a lamp unto our feet, and as a light unto
our path. It is these gems that will give
attractiveness to the gospel plan, and they
are to shine as stars amid the moral
darkness of the world.

Jesus has said, "Gather up the frag-
ments,. . that nothing be lost." John
6:12. Many have seen no further meaning
in this than the gathering up of the
fragments after the feeding of the five
thousand; but in all the teachings of Jesus
spiritual applications are to be made.
When He said, "Gather up the frag-
ments," it was as if He bade them mark
all His teachings, gathcr up every frag-
ment of truth, and of the light which He
has given, to let nothing be lost. Open up
the truth to others and let every fragment
have its place. In dignity and simplicity
speak that which your Master has spoken
to you, and present that which He has
taught you by His daily walk and conver-
sation. Hold up His tife and example to
those with whom you associate. He has
filled every poSition, from the humblest
to the most exalted, with acceptance to
the Father, and you are to gather up the
fragments of His words and works, that
nothing be lost. As you advance heaven-
ward, make use of every common, every-
day habit and custom to illustrate truth,
and in every calling, however menial,
live out the life of Christ. In this way you
will be to men a continual revelation of
what Christ would have men be in your
position.

The great plan of human redemption
is as yet but faintly understood, because
men do not place themselves in the divine
channel of light. There is too much fol-
lowing of men, and limiting the light by
men's opinions and traditions. The

wonderful truth of God is to be sought out
by every mind, and the results of many
minds are to be brought together from
many sources as God's hereditary trust,
and the divine power will work in such a
way that true harmony will exist. In the
revelation of Christ to the world the
necessity of men will be met, and the
work of God will move forward with
beautiful harmony, as truth is disclosed to
the world. Through careful study, through
prayerful meditation, men will be enabled
to place the truth before men in simplicity,
so that the humblest minds can compre-
hend it, can receive it, and become ele-
vated through its sanctifying influence, if
they will but appropriatc it, and practice
its principles in their daily lives.

Through all ages God has spoken and
worked by human instrumentalities. God
has given to men their faculties, and He
expects them to use them and by use to
improve their abilities. They are to employ
these faculties in rescuing truth from the
rubbish of error where it has been made to
serve the cause of the great adversary. The
gems oftruth are imperishable, and the Lord
would have them gathered up and placed in
their proper relation, that they may embel-
lish and adorn the doctrine of Christ our
Saviour. 'lluth is to be communicated from
one human agent to anothcr and to be
molded into the life and character of those
who receive it, in order that glory may
redound to God. 'lluth that has found its
properselting, flashes brilliant rays ofdivine
light into darkened minds, and meets the
wants and necessities of the minds and
hearts of fallen men who could not be
reached by any other agency. It is by living
out the truth in human life that souls are to
be reached. As the Son of God in human
form was perfect in His life, so He requires
that His followers shall be perfect in their
lives. He was made in all things like unto
His brethren. He hungered, He thirsted, He
was weary, He slept, He wept, and yet He
was the blameless Son ofGod, He was God
in the flesh. He was tempted in all points like
as we are, yet without sin, and we have not
a High Priest that cannot be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities. He knows how to
succor those that are tempted. In living out
the truth ofGod, man is continually assured
that supernatural help will be granted to
him, and that while he retains his human
nature, yet through an unseen agency he
receives the impress of the divine nature
through the truth as it is in Jesus. 0

Review and Herald, vol. 3, 195-196
(October 23, 1894)
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The Spirit of Antichrist
Continued [rom 19

rite in order to wash away this blot of
guilt. Jesus, it was said, could not be
born like us, or He would necessarily be
a guilty sinner too, simply by the fact
that He was born. And thus, through the
tcaehing of Augustine and others who
fostered this false doctrine, today's
popular teaching of the antichrist came
to predominate over the true gospel.

But God has raised up His remnant
church to give back to the world again
the rrue gospel. This true gospel is able
to save fallen man from all sin and
prepare a pure and holy people to be
ready for Jesus to come. It is through
faith in the Son ofMall that we can find
redemption. "As Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, even so must
the Son ofMall be lifted up, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life." John 3:14-15

Satan knows that we have no power
in ourselves to break our slavery of sin.
His only by a power outside ofourselves
that we can be transformed, and this
power comes only by faith in Jesus, the
Son of God and the Son of Man. But if
we do not believe that Jesus provided
this way of escape, we arc hopelessly
lost. The teaching that Jesus came in
Adam's unfallen nature is always as-
sociated with one of two heresies-
either that we too must receive unfallen
nature (the holy flesh doctrine), or that
we can never overcome, and therefore
must be saved in our sins (a fatal delu-
sion).

Today, the most terrible thing has
happened. The doctrine of the antichrist
has been accepted into our church by
many of our ministers, teachers, editors,
and leaders. This state of affairs was
expressed by the president of one of our
Conferences reeenlly in a letler to Hart-
land. The Conference president stated
that this false doctrine is the accepted
teaching in our church today. Could
anything be more alarming? Let the
truth be told. It is time to "Cry aloud,
spare not; lift up your voice like a
trumpet; tell My people their transgres-
sion, and the house of Jacob their sins."
Isaiah 58:1. As Ellen White said: "MallY
will stand in our pulpits with Ihe torch of
false prophecy in their hands, kindled
from the hellish torch of Satan." Tes-
timonies to Ministers, 409-410

Listen to what Satan teaches, and
compare it to what is being taught today:
"Salan represents God's law of love as a

law of selfishness. He declares that it is
impossible for uS to obey its precepts [a
teaching of the New Theology]....
Jesus was to unveil this deception. As
one of us He was to give an example of
obedience. For this He took upon Him-
self our nature and passed through our
experiences. 'In all things it behoved
Him to be made like unto His brethren.'
Hebrews 2:17. If we had to bear any-
thing which Jesus did not endure, then
upon this point Satan would represent
the power of God as insufficient for us.
Therefore Jesus was 'in all points
tempted like as we are.' Hebrews 4:15.
He endured every trial to which we are
subject. And He exercised in His own
behalf no power that is not freely offered
to us. As man, He met temptation, and
overcame in the strength given Him
from God.... His life testifies that it is
possible for us also to obey the law of
God." The Desire ofAges, 24

This is the gospet, without which no
man can be saved. Let us not, with fancy
footwork, twisted statements, and
smooth reasoning overthrow the very
plan of salvation. Let us search for this
precious truth with all humility, taking
off our shoes, and with all diligence,
search for the hidden treasures of God as
for the Pearl of great price. There is no
other plan of salvation.

"The great work of redemption could
be carried out only by our Redeemer's
taking the place of fallen Adam. With
the sins of the world laid upon Him, He
would go over the ground where Adam
stumbled. He would bear a test infinitely
more severe than that which Adam
failed to endure. He would overcome on
man's account. . . that, through His
obedience, ... His righteousness might
be imputed to man, that, through His
name, man might overcome the foe on
his own account. What love! What
amazing condescension! The King of
glory purposed to humble Himself to
fallen humanity! He would place His
feet in Adam's sleps. He would take
man's fallen nature." Confrontation, 17-
18
As Jesus put His feet in the footsteps

of fallen Adam, may we put our feet in
the footsteps of the One who was alto-
gether victorious over sin and Satan
within our nature, and thus, by faith in
that all-sufficient sacrifice and the
power of the Holy Spirit, may we too be
more than conquerors through the name
of Jesus Christ. 0

False Reasoning
Continued from 24

those who have embraced the apostasy
arc finally purged from the church in the
great shaking time. And we must not
forget that this purging will include many
who occupy posilions of leadership in the
church. Apparently these will be persons
who have not given their highest loyalties
to the message-the truth.

"Many a star that we have admired
for its brilliancy, will then go out in
darkness." Testimonies, vol. 5,81

"Many will stand in our pulpits with
the torch of false prophecy in their hands,
kindled from the hellish torch of Satan."
Testimonies to Ministers, 409-410

"The light given me has been very
forcible that many would go out from us,
giving heed to seducing spirits and doc-
trines of devils ... False prophets will
arise and will deccive many." Evan-
gelism,363

Thercfore, we must neither be con-
fused nor misled when protests are raised
against the evil work of false prophets
among us when they seck to defend
themselves and their wrongdoing by set-
ting up a cry that the church is being
attacked. The persons who arc deSCribed
in such language as used in their state-
menls arc most emphatically not "the
church."

According to the forewarning that
God has given to uS through His chosen
messenger, the false teachers wiIJ be
"many" and the false doctrines, false
theories, and cunning deceptions are also
described as "many." Yct in nonc of these
warning counsels is a manifold solution
urged upon us. The recommended solu-
tion is always one, only one-to mect all
challenges with our Bibles in our hands,
having such a clear understanding of the
reasons for our faith and being so settled
in the truth that we can instantly recog-
nize error when it appears and meet it
with the Word of God. This constitutes
our only hope for spiritual survival.

Our platform of truth, sometimes
called historic Seventh-day Adventism,
wiIJ sland. Those who abandon it will be
easily taken by the enemy. But those who
steadfastly refuse to leave the platform
for any reason or in any circumstances
will finally be transported from the plat-
form of truth to stand on the sea of glass,
which is before the throne of God.

May God grant that each one of us,
by His power, will be among that joyful
throng! 0
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above God's. In
other words, selfwas
in charge of the in-
dividual and cor-
porate service of
God. The righteous-
ness of the Jewish
leaders consisted in
rightdoing as defined
by themselves rather
than by God. They
believed that they
could finish the
Lord's work and be
saved while liVing
and working in their
own ways. They
were too full of their
own ways to receive
God's ways.
"Jesus came to

impart to the human
soul the Holy Spirit,

by which the love of God
is shed abroad in the heart; but

it is impossible to endow men with
the Holy Spirit, who are set in their
ideas, whose doctrines are all stere-
otyped and unchangeable, who are
walking after the traditions and
commandments of men, as were the
Jews in the time of Christ. They
were very punctilious in the

observances of the church, very
rigorous in following their forms, but they
were destitute of vitality and religious
devotion. They were represented by
Christ as like the dry skins which were
then used as bottles. The gospel of Christ
could not be placed in their hearts; for
there was no room to contain it. They
could not be the new bottles into which He
could pour His new wine." Review and
Herald, vol. 3, 131

Attempting to do the Lord's work in
ways other than He has instructed is
attempting rightdoing or righteousness
by wrong means. Working other than in
harmony with God's will is to limit one
to a robe of self-righteousness and is to
seek glory and praise for man rather than
for God. To do so is to be an unfit vessel
for God's new wine.
The second major reason the leaders

in Christ's day could not be used for His
new wine was that they were unwilling

Part 1
church proves unfaithful to the work of
the Lord, whatever their position may be,
however high and sacred their caIling, the
Lord can no longer work with them.
Others are then chosen to bear important
responsibilities. But, if these in turn do not
purify their lives from every wrong ac-
tion, if they do not establish pure and holy
principles in all their borders, then the
Lord will grievously afflict and humble
them and, unless they repent, will remove
them from their place and make them a
reproach." The UpwardLook, 131

When Christ carne to the Jewish na-
tion, He encountered two major, related
reasons for the old bottles not to be usable
for His new wine of truth. Firstly, they
were too involved in doing their own
ways rather than God's ways. They were
placing man's wisdom and directions

Old Bottles,
New Wine

ONEday, agroup
of scribes and

Pharisees were at-
tempting to engage
Christ's disciples in
controversy. Christ
responded by telling
the brief but impor-
tant parable of the
new wine and the old
bottles. See Luke
5:30-39. "And no
man putteth new
wine into old bottles;
else the new wine
will burst the bottles,
and be spilled, and
the bottles shall per-
ish. But new wine
must be put into new
bottles; and both are
preserved." Luke
5:37-38
This parable was

based upon the usage of goat
skins as bottles for liquids such as
water, oil, and wine. It was well-
known that new wine placed in
old, dry, and brittle skins would
tend to burst the skins resulting in
loss of the leather bottle as well as
wasting the treasured fruit of the
vine.

This parable establishes important
principles in God's kingdom. Only fit
vessels will be used of God to contain
His new wine. Unfit vessels will perish
as they come in contact with the new
wine. Vessels, though previously faithful
containers of the Lord's wine, will be
passed by for receiving the new wine if
they have become dry and brittle. Such
vessels will need to be discarded and
eventually destroyed. New, fit bottles
will be used in their place. Some of these
sarne principles were brought out in
other parables of Christ such as the vine
and the branches and the vineyard with
unfaithful servants.

"The Lord Jesus will always have a
chosen people to serve Him. When the
Jewish people rejected Christ, the Prince
of life, He took from them the kingdom of
God and gave it unto the GenWes. God
will continue to work on this principle
with every branch of His work. When a
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By refusing transformation they refused the
entrance of truth and the Holy Spirit even
though they were outward professors of truth

to be transformed into new bottles. As
long as the vessels contained only true
wine they were maintained as fit vessels,
but if they became empty or contained
impure wine, they would dry out, crack,
and become unfit for the next crop of
wine. The leaders of that day were unfit
vessels because they refused to obey
previous light. They refused the re-
generation of heart, the sanctification
experience necessary for the receiving
of further truth. By neglecting or reject-
ing previous truth, they were unable to
perceive or receive present truth.

"Christ was obliged to seek else-
where than among the scribes and the
Pharisees for bottles for His doctrine of
truth and life. He must find men who
were willing to have regeneration of
heart." Ibid.

By refusing transformation they re-
fused the entrance of truth and the Holy
Spirit even though they were outward
professors of truth.

"The old bottles were found unfit to
contain the new wine, and new bOllles
must be provided for the new wine. Thus
it was with priests and rabbis, scribes
and Pharisees; they were as old bottles
that could not contain the new wine of
the kingdom of Christ. Although they
had hitherto held undisputed authority in
religious mailers, they must now give
place to the great Thacher, and to a
religion which knew no bounds and
made no distinction of caste or position
in society, or of race among nations."
Ibid., 251

Seventh-day Adventist leadership in
1888 had to be passed by as unfit vessels
for new wine because of their tendency
also to do things their own way rather
than God's way.

"Every inch of the ground had to be
fought in presenting the present mes-
sage, and some have not been reconciled
with the providence of God in selecting
the very men which He did select to bear
this special message. They ask, Why is it
that He has not chosen the men who
have been long in the work? The reason
is that He knew that those men who had
had long experience would not do the
work in God's way and after God's
order." The Ellell G. White 1888Materi-
als,1245

There is present truth for every age.
Just as Christ was searching for fit ves-
sels for His new wine in A.D. 30 and in
1888, so He is today.
"If there was ever a people in need of

constantly increasing light from heaven,

it is the people that, in this time of peril,
God has called to be the depositaries of
His holy law and to vindicate His char-
acter before the world." Testimonies,
vol. 5, 746

"God's people must go on from light
to a greater light, or they will become, as
did the Pharisees, unwilling to receive
additional light. They will find them-
selves in the condition represented by
withered, dried-Up bOllles. In their re-
ligious faith they will be unmovable,
inflexible, like the withered fig tree
dried up by the roots." Signs of the
Times, vol. 2, 512

As on previous occasions Christ
proffers us His new wine by agents and
channels of His own choosing.
"Men professing godliness have

despised Christ in the person ofHis mes-
sengers. Like the Jews, they reject God's
message. The Jews asked regarding
Christ, 'Who is this? Is not this Joseph's
son?' He was not the Christ that the Jews
had looked for. So today the agencies that
God sends are not what men have looked
for. But the Lord will not ask any man by
whom to send. He will send by whom He
will. Men may not be able to understand
why God sends this one or that one. His
work may be a maller of curiosity. God
will not satisfy this curiosity; and His
word will not return unto Him void."
Review alldHerald, vol. 3,492

"We should be ready to accept light
from God from whatever source it may
come, instead of rejecting it because it
does not come through. the channel from
which we expected it." Review andHer-
aid, vol. 2, 327
"The Lord often works where we

least expect Him; He surprises us by
revealing His power through instru-
ments of His own choice, while He
passes by the men to whom we have
looked as those through whom light
should come. God desires us to receive
the truth upon its own merits-because
it is truth." Testimonies toMinisters, 106

As always the devil will work con-
trary to God's plans. He will encourage
older vessels to resist God's new wine
and/or His choice of vessels.

"If we are to bear a part in this work
to its close, we must recognize the fact
that there are good things to come to the
people of God in a way that we had not
discerned; and that there will be re-
sistance from the very ones we expected
to engage in such a work." The Ellell G.
White 1888Materials, 1024

"At the great heart of tbe work, Satan
will use his hellish arts to the utmost. He
will seek in every possible way to inter-
pose himself between the people and
God, and shut away the light that God
would have come to His children." Re-
view alldHerald, vol. 2, 354

In spite of hindrance and interfer-
ence God will be successful in pre-
senting His new wine to His people.

"But beware of rejecting that which
is truth. The great danger with our
people has been that of depending upon
men and making flesh their arm. Those
who have not been in the habit of search-
ing the Bible for themselves, or weigh-
ing evidence, have confidence in the
leading men and accept the decisions
they make; and thus many will reject the
very messages God sends to His people,
if these leading brethren do not accept
them.

"Noone should claim that he has all
the light there is for God's people. The
Lord will not tolerate this. He has said, 'I
have set before thee an open door, and
no man can shut it. J Even if all OUT
leading men should refuse light and
truth, that door will still remain open.
The Lord will raise up men who will
give the people the message for this
time." Testimonies to Ministers,· 106-
107
What is the nature of the new wine

that Christ offers His final generation
and which we are in danger of resisting?
The Adventist movement was founded
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The reason a bottle fails will be because it has
become dry and brittle, because at some point
it has refused to be emptied of self and to
receive the preserving influence of the new
wme

to give the three angels' messages. It has
been laboring for ovcr one hundred
years to give that message to the whole
world. We have known that OUT work
cannot be finished without the latter rain
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. We have
longed for it; we have prayed for it. We
have sung, "Come, Holy Spirit," but He
has not come and we arc still here. Could
it be that we, as the old bottles, arc
having difficulty recognizing and ac-
cepting the new wine? Yes, it is essential
that we be alert and attentive in order
that we not fail in perceiving and receiv-
ing God's truth through whatever vessel
or vessels He chooses.

We are all, regardless of background
or position, in danger of failing to recog-
nize God's advancing moves and of
being replaced by others. Various ones
of us may stumble on different aspects
of the new wine. We have been given
specifie examples of some reasons why
old bottles are being passed by. Those
who arc complainers and have not a
self-sacrificing spirit will be replaced.

"Some that are laboring in the
cause of God know not when they do
have an easy time. They have had so
few privations and know so little of
want or wearing labor or burden of
soul that when they have an easy time,
when they are favored of God and
almost entirely free from anguish of
spirit, they know it not and think their
trials great. I saw that unless such have
a spirit of self-sacrifice, and are ready
to labor cheerfully, not sparing them-
selves, God will release them. He will
not aeknowledge them as His self-
sacrificing servants, but will raise up
those who will labor, not slothfully, but
in earnest, and will know when they
have an easy time." Testimonies, vol. 1,
130

Those with means who fail to use
them for the furtherance of God's cause
will be passed by.

"God in His providence has moved
upon the hearts of some of those who
have riches, and has converted them to
the truth, that they with their substance
may assist to keep His work moving.
And if those who are wealthy will not do
this, if they do not fulfill the purpose of
God, He will pass them by, and raise up
others to fill their place who will fulfill
His purpose, and with their possessions
gladly distribute to meet the necessities
of the cause of God." Ibid., 174

Fearful will be the end of those who
treat the Lord's funds as their own.
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"God requires those who have pos-
sessions here, to put their money out to
usury for Him-to put it into the eause
to spread the truth. And if the truth lives
in the heart of the receiver, he also will
aid with his substance in sending it to
others; and through his efforts, his in-
fluence, and his means, other souls will
embrace the truth, and begin also to
work for God. I saw that some of God's
professed people are like the man who
hid his talent in the earth. They keep
their possessions from doing good in
the cause of God. They claim that these
are their own, and that they havc a right
to do what they please with their own;
and souls are not saved by judicious
efforts made by them with their Lord's
money. Angels keep a faithful record of

every man's work, and as judgment
passes upon the house of God, the sen-
tence of each is reeorded by his name,
and the angel is commissioned to spare
not the unfaithful servants, but to cut
them down at the time of slaughter. And
that which was committed to their trust
is taken from them. Their earthly
treasure is then swept away, and they
have lost all. And the crowns they
might have worn, had they been faith-
ful, are put upon the heads of those
saved by the faithful servants whose
means was constantly in usc for God."
Ibid., 197-198

Uneonverted physicians will have
their places taken in the work.

"The work of the medical profession
calls for men who love and fear God.
The people have long been aftlieted with
unconverted men, who havc acted inde-
pendently of the ehureh, and have fol-
lowed their own unsanctified judgment,
imperiled our institutions by their un-
sanctified independence. But our institu-
tions need not accept unconsecrated men
and women, because thcy know not what
better to do; for converted physicians will
be raised up to take their plaee in the
work." Manuscript Releasc, vol. 1,209

The principles of the old bottles and
the new wine applies also to the minis-
try.

"There are those in the ministry who
have had light and a knowledge of the
truth, who will not be overcomerS. They
will not restrict their appetite and pas-
sions, or deny themselves for Christ's
sake; and many of the poor outcasts,
even publicans and sinners, will grasp
the hope set before them in the gospel,
and will go into the kingdom of heaven
before the ones who have had great
opportunities and great light, but who
have walked in darkness. In the last
great day, many will say, Lord, Lord,
open unto us. But the door will be shut,
and their knoek will be in vain." Special
Testimonies, Series A, No. 11,27-28

"God will earry on His work through
wholly consecrated workmen. If His
ministers fail of representing Christ, He
win turn to others, many of whom have
not been prepared for the work by a
regular course of study, and will put a
message into their lips, even the last
message of warning. He will call men
from their various employments, and at
His bidding they will go forth to pro-
claim present truth." Review Gnd Her-
ald, vol. 4, 472

Undoubtedly, other examples could
be given of various types of old bottles
being replaeed by the new but a study of
all failed bottles will reveal a eommon
reason for their failure. The reason a
bottle fails will be because it has become
dry and brittle, beeause at some point it
has refused to be emptied of self and to
receive the preserving influence of the
new wine. By failing to receive the new
wine of truth, it has failed to do right in
the eyes of the Lord of the vineyard. It
has lacked the faith of Jesus in the
express will of God to enable it to live
and work in harmony with that will.
Those who fall by the way are those who
have failed to understand or experienee
true righteousness by faith. Those of the



Please mail this form to
Hope International

p.o. Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328

younger Bible students. Please do not
cnroll someone else without their con·
sent.

o Life Abundant Missionary Institute-
Check this box for course information
and an application form to our Bible
Instruclor/Colporteur/Mcdical Mission-
ary training programs.

Nome

Addrcss

latter rain power and guidance of the
Holy Spirit and we are reminded of ow
rejection of His prior guidance through
the Scriptures and the Testimonies.

We talk about, we sing aboul, and
we pray about the desired transforming
and empowering work in our lives of
the promised latter rain while we turn
from the day-tO-day guidance of the
Bible and Spirit of Prophecy in the early
rain. By neglecting and by being un-
filled by the previous wine we are dry
and brittle and unfit for the new wine.
By neglecting the ministry of the Holy
Spirit in the early rain as described in
the Bible and the Testimonies we have
been unfitted for, and we have long
delayed, the outpouring of the latter
rain. By our disobedience we are unable
to givc a messagc to the world that
requires obedience.

"The people of God are not ready
for the fearful, trying scenes before us,
not rcady to stand pure from evil and
lust amid the perils and corruptions of
this degenerate age. They have not on
the armor of righteousness, and arc
unprepared to war against the prevail-
ing sin and iniquity around them. Many
are not obcying thc commandments of
God; yet they profess so to do. If they
would be faithful to obey all the statutes
of God, they would have a power that
would carry conviction to the hearts of
the unbelieving." Review and Herald,
vol. 2, 730

Those who are passed by will have
rejected truth because of its coming
through unexpected channels. "The
Lord does not ask permission of those
in responsible positions when He
wishes to use certain ones as His
agents for the promulgation of truth.
But He will use whom He will use. He
will pass by men who have not fol-
lowed His counsel, men who feel
capablc and sufficient to work in their
own wisdom; and He will use others
who are thought by these supposedly
wise ones to be wholly incompetent.
Many who have some talent think that
they are necessary to the cause of God.
Let them beware lest they stretch them-
selves beyond their measure, and the
Lord shall leave them to their own
ways, to be filled with their own
doings." Review and Herald, vol. 3,
275

The wine of Christ's kingdom is His
truth. Down through the ages He has
revealed His truth to man through the
Holy Spirit's moving upon the minds of
His chosen channels. The Holy Spirit's
task is to guide us into truth. Sec John
16:13. We pray for a knowledge of
God's will and truth, and the Holy
Spirit directs us to the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy. We pray for the
personal guidance and direction of God
and we are directed to the ministry of
the Holy Spirit in the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy. We pray for the
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final generation who endwe not unto the
end will have fallen for Satan's last
deception.

"The very last deception of Satan
will be to make of none effect the testi-
mony of the Spirit of God. 'Where there
is no vision, the people perish.' Proverbs
29:18. Satan will work ingeniously, in
different ways and through different
agencies, to unsettle the confidence of
God's remnant people in the true testi-
mony.
"There will be a hatred kindled

against the testimonies which is satanic.
The workings of Satan will bc to unsettle
the faith of the chwches in them, for this
reason: Satan cannot have so clear a
track to bring in his dcceptions and bind
up souls in his delusions if the warnings
and reproofs and counsels of the Spirit
of God are heeded." SelectedMessages,
book 1, 48
Those who fail will be those who

believe that they can live and work in their
own ways contrary to God's ways. They
will believe that they can do and finish the
Lord's work even though laboring con-
trary to His expressed will. They will live
and labor under the asswnption that they
can bc saved in disobcdience-that Christ
came to save them in their sins rather than
from their sins. They will believe or act as
though Christ's robe of righteousness
covers their sins rather than cleansing
them from their sins. Those who receive
not the final wine of Christ's kingdom
will not have understood (or will not have
experienced) that righteousness by faith
involves, not only justification (forgive-
ness of sin), but also sanctification
(victory over sin) through day-by-day
surrender to the transforming power of tbe
Holy Spirit.
The old bottles of today are those

who put self before God; man's wisdom
before God's wisdom, their wills and
ways before God's will and ways. Re-
jection of or neglect of God's counsels is
to become an old bottle.

"Today there are thousands and tens of
thousands who are making the same mis-
take as did Cain, and as did the Pharisees
in the days of Christ. They are trusting in
self, and depending upon their own wis-
dom, and do not realize their own spiritual
poverty. 10 them comes the Laodicean
message: '[ know thy works, that thou art
neither cold nor hot: I would that thou
wert cold or hot. So then because thou art
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will
spew thee out of my mouth.' "Revelation
3:15-16; Signs ofthe Times, vol 3, 83
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The Controversy Continues
You may have heard of the conflict between good and evil all your life,

but there are millions who haven't.
What a difference it makes to understand

what goes on behind the complicated play and
counterplay ofworld events! Now we've made it
even easier to spread the understanding of these
important issues.

We have just received 100,000 copies of a
newsprint edition ofTruth For Today, No.2. We
worked hard to fit into its thirty-two pages the
best panoramic sweep of the last six-thousand
years. Drawn entirely from Patriarchs and
Prophets, TheDesire ofAges, and The Great
Controversy, this magazine will open minds and
hearts to a completely different message from
what the world is used to hearing.

But we knew, even beforewe began, that
thirty-two pages wouldn't be enough to cover
the whole story. And so we designed the
magazine as an overview, a lead-in to interest the
reader in finding out more. And on the back
cover we put an offer for five Ellen White books,
including the three from which the text is drawn.

That's the real objective-to lead the people
to search for truth themselves. But since the first
steps are often the hardest, we've dressed up this
issue with an attractive fulI-color cover to draw
the readers inside.

At this price you can afford to distnbute these
by the hundreds to friends and neighbors. Or if
you prefer, you may arrange for a bulk mailing
to cover all or part of your hometown.
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