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Ron Spear-EDITOR

the atmosphere in the home. Sevcnth-
day Adventist mothers and fathers are
largely responsible for this terrible
tragedy, no matter how much we may
try to blame it on the schools or on the
church.

The daily family altar has nearly
disappeared in most of the homes of
our members. In many of our families
the great need for better homes, furnish-
ings, cars, and education have forced
the mother into the workplace to sup-
port our great appetite for the things of
this world. Thlevision in many cases
has become the family baby sitter. Chil-
dren conceived in lust and born with
the rebellious spirit of Cain, develop
the carnal nature rather than the spir-
itual as they watch violence, crime and
immorality on television. They then
also grow to adulthood, get married,
conceive children after the flesh, and
the cycle is repeated again and again.

One of the reasons we are still here
in this world is that our homes have
failed to become the evangelistic me-
dium God planned for His church. The
Seventh-day Adventist homes were to
be the model for the world. The world
would be attractcd by the model home
where Jesus lives with the family. But
instead, most of our homes have been
contaminated by the worldly influence
of television, promoting peace and
prosperity but not teaching our children
and youth the responsibility of being
committed Seventh-day Adventist
Christians in the purest sense of self-
denial and sacrifice.

We have not been committed to
love the Scriptures and the Spirit of
Prophecy, obedient to the instructions
for a Christian home, and to the law of
almighty God. Yes, many of us have
failed. May God help us now to save
our children and youth is our earnest
prayer.

filled with the Holy Spirit from the
womb. See Luke 1:41-44; see Desire
ofAges, 512

As the sweet spirit of Jesus per-
vaded the home of zacharias and Eliza-
beth, that same spirit entered into the
child John, and in the postnatal ex-
perience as a baby at the breast of Eli-
zabeth he began to know God through
his mother and father. Every Seventh-
day Adventist child could have this
same wonderful spiritual advantage.
Ellen White again inspires us with
these heaven-sent words:

"Great is the honor and the re-
sponsibility placed upon fathers and
mothers, in that they are to stand in the
place of God to their children. Their
character, their daily life, their methods
of training, will interpret His words to
the little ones. Their influence will win
or repel the child's confidence in the
Lord's assurances.

"Happy are the parents whose lives
are a true reflection of the divine, so
that the promises and commands of
God awaken in the child gratitude and
reverence; the parents whose tender-
ness and justice and long-suffering in-
terpret to the child the love and justice
and long-suffering of God; and who,
by teaching the child to love and trust
and obey them, are teaching him to
love and trust and obey his Father in
heaven. Parents who impart to a child
such a gift have endowed him with a
treasure more precious than the wealth
of all the ages-a treasure as enduring
as eternity.

"In the children committed to her
care, every mother has a sacred charge
from God. 'Take this son, this
daughter,' He says; 'train it for Me;
give it a character polished after the
similitude of a palace, that it may shine
in the courts of the Lord forever. '" The
Ministry ofHealing, 375-376

Today over 70 percent of our youth
are leaving the church each year and
aUf divorce rate in the church is very
near that of the world. What tragedy!
This terrible loss must be attributed to

THE home was to be God's great
evangelistic medium. It was His

plan that men and women would
choose each other for marriage by the
great standard of His righteousness.

Children would then be conceived
in a love relationship for God and His
righteous law. The Christian mother
and father in the prenatal experience
would give each child the great advan-
tage of a disposition and character to
do right because it is pleasing to God
that we obey His precepts. The Lord's
messenger gives us these inspired state-
ments:

"The effect of prenatal influences is
by many parents looked upon as a mat-
ter of little moment; but heaven does
not so regard it. The message sent by
an angel of God, and twice given in the
most solemn manner, shows it to be de-
serving of our most careful thought.

"In the words spoken to the Hebrew
mother, God spcaks to all mothers in
every age. 'Let her beware,' the angel
said; 'all that I commanded her, let her
observe.' JUdges 13:13-14. The well-
being of the child will be affected by
the habits of the mother. Her appetites
and passions are to be controlled by
principle. There is something for her to
shun, something for her to work
against, if she fulfills God's purpose
for her in giving her a child. If before
the birth of her child she is self-indul-
gent, if she is selfish, impatient, and ex-
acting, these traits will be reflected in
the disposition of the child. Thus many
children have received as a birthright
almost unconquerable tendencies to
evil." The Ministry ofHealing, 372-373

Very few parents understand the
great responsibility that God has placed
upon them as parents in the conception
of a child and in the prenatal and post-
natal experience. John the Baptist was
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A Heart-to-Heart
TalkWith Fathers

message, but who have neglected the
practical day-to-day work of being a
high priest in their own homes. They
have in essence placed their ministry for
the world before their work in their own
home mission field. While conscientious
in their ministries, they have, as did
priest Eli of the Old Thstarnent, neg-
lected their first work-that of com-
manding their own households after the
way of the Lord, that by a well-ordered,
well-disciplined, Christ-centered family,
they could present to the world, the
practical influence of the gospel in their
family.
The second class of fathers in our

first picture can be seen in the light of
the parable of the Rich Young Ruler.
This man chose his riches in preference
to Jesus. These men in general have
placed their careers in priority above the
true heartfelt needs of their families. The
young ruler looked upon Christ with
admiration, and his heart was even
drawn toward the Saviour. But he was
not ready to accept the Saviour's prir
ciple of self-sacrifice. So today man.
career-minded men are drawn to their
families but they choose their worldly
careers, while the practical spiritual
needs of their families and their re-
sponsibilities as high priest are left unat-
tended. Men in this class would do well
to mind the words in 1 Corinthians 6:19:
uYe are not your own," for yOU! family
has a claim on you.
In the third class of fathers are those

that are simply indifferent to the real
spiritual needs of their little flock. They
lose themselves in their sports, news,
reading material, self·interests, or in a
life of ease and a freedom from their
paternal responsibilities as high priest of
their homes. Th me, Esau best represents
this class of fathers. Esau loved self-
gratification and centered his interests in
the present. He delighted in the wild
freedom of his sport; and for a dish of
pottage he parted with his birthright.
How many fathers today are carelessly
bartering the glorious spiritual heritage
of their sons and daughters for some

Jim Holmberger and !lis wife, Sally, have
self-supportillg ministry directed to upliftin/>
the/ami/yo

God is calling Adventist fathers to be-
come.

In the first picture I would paint a
man with his hand reaching out to the
world, while his other hand is slightly
extended to his family. This man is a
symbol of three classes of fathers in
Adventism today.
In the first class are those fathers that

are actively reaching out to the world
with the many facets of the Adventist

I Jim Hohnberger I

I N the closing chapter of the Old
Testament, the prophet Malachi

speaks of a special work the Lord will
do just before His return: "He shall turn
the heart of the fathers to the children,
and the heart of the children to their
fathers." Malachi 4:6
If I could paint two pictures, in the

first I would illustrate that which depicts
the fathers in Adventism today, and in
the second I would illustrate that which
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Fathers, we must ask ourselves, Are we living
in neglect of any known duty while laboring in
a ministry for God? How are our children? Do
they have any of the character traits of Eli's
sons, Hophni and Phinehas?

miscalled freedom, indulgence, or tem-
porary pleasure? As Esau awoke to see
the folly of his rash exchange when it
-'as too late to recover his loss, I pray it
Jill not be too late when those fathers
who have bartered the heirship of their
families for selfish gratifications, awake
to their folly.

Let us now look at the second picture.
In it I would paint a scene of a father with
one hand securely and resolutely embrac-
ing his wife and children, while his other
hand, as well as the hands of his family
are fully extended to a world starving for
a gospel that has power to transform
lives. His is truly an all-encompassing
work and carries far-reaching influence
as stated in AdventistHome, 32:

"One well-ordered, well-disciplined
family tells more in behalf of Chris-
tianity than all the sermons that can be
preached. Such a family gives evidence
that the parents have been successful in
following God's directions, and that
their children will serve Him in the
church. Their influence grows; for as
they impart, they receive to impart
again. The father and mother find
helpers in their children, who give to
others the instruction received in the
home.... The whole family is engaged
''1 the service of the Master; and by their
.s0dly example, others are inspired to be
faithful and true to God in dealing with
His flock, His beautiful flock.

"The greatest evidence of the power
of Christianity that can be presented to
the world is a well-ordered, well-disci-
plined family. This will recommend the
truth as nothing else can, for it is a living
witness of its practical power upon the
heart."

Enoch and Noah would be prime
examples of fathers that not only put
their arms around their families but give
a warning message to a world about to
perish in sin.

In this writer's opinion, before Ad-
ventism can finish the work in the world,
it will first have to do the work in its own
homes. However, to date, the Adventist
fathers have barely begun to touch their
work at home even with the tips of their
fingers. If we will first demonstrate to
the world a gospel by which fathers,
mothers, and children are all well-
ordered, well-disciplined- as well as sur-
rendered in thought WOod and deed to
Christ, there will be found the gospel
hat has power to change the world!
1b you fathers who fmd yourselves

in the first illustration, whether you be

ordained ministers or lay preachers, it
may well be said that the greatest sin to
be accounted against you, is that your
preaching was in theories and the doc-
trines of truth, while your lives and those
of your families were not "in demonstra-
tion of the Spirit and of power."
1 Corinthians 2:4. Consider seriously
this timely counsel found in Testimonies,
vol. 5, 214:
"There are many even among those

who teach the truth to others who will
not receive the seal of God in thcir
foreheads. They had the light of truth,
they knew their Master's will, they un-
derstood every point of our faith, but
they had not corresponding works.
These who were so familiar with proph-
ecy and the treasures of divine wisdom
should have acted their faith. They
should have commanded their house-
holds after them, that by a well-ordered
family they might present to the world
the influence of the truth upon the
human heart."

The servant of the Lord has told us
that preaching is the least self-sacri-
ficing part of the ministry and that our
labors will not be acceptable to God
without well-directed personal labor;
not only in the homes of others, but
certainly in our own homes as well. See
The Acts of theApostles, 526-527

God had called Moses to lead His
people out of bondage. Moses had 40
years of special training to prepare him
for his work! But on his way to Egypt
"Moses received a startling and terrible
warning of the Lord's displeasure. An
angel appeared to him in a threatening
manner, as if he would immediately de-
stroy him. No explanation was given; but
Moses remembered that he had disre-
garded one ofGod's requirements; yield-
ing to the persuasion of his wife, he had
neglected to perform the rite of circumci-
sion upon their you:lgest son. He had
failed to comply with the condition by
which his child could be entitled to the

blessings of God's covenant with
Israel. ... While living in neglect of a
known duty, he would not be secure; for
he could not be shielded by the angels of
God."PatriarchsandProphets, 255-256
Fathers, we must ask ourselves, Are

we living in neglect of any known duty
while laboring in a ministry for God?
How are our children? Do they have any
of the character traits of Eli's sons,
Hophni and Phinehas? Have we failed in
any way to command our households
after the God of Abraham? Are our
children given to foolishness? Do they
grumble and fuss at the least entreaty or
correction? Are we then able to go out to
do the Lord's work if our homes are in
neglect? Ifwe do, the work will not be a
"demonstration of the Spirit and of
power," and will we not lack the shield-
ing of the angels of God?
1b the fathers who have placed their

careers before their families consider
these words:

"We are too easily satisfied with our
attainments. We feel rich and increased
with goods and know not that we are
'wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked.' Now is the time to
heed the admonition of the 'llue Wit-
ness: 'I counsel thee to buy of Me gold
tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich;
and white raiment, that thou mayest be

clothed, and that the shame of thy
nakedness do not appear; and anoint
thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou may-
est see.' " Revelation 3:17-18; Testimo-
flies, vol. 5, 214-215

Eight years ago God began to open the
eyes of this writer and impressed him to
sell his prospering business, his country
home and property and move to a quiet
mountain setting to take up his fust work.
This writer can say, it has been most
demanding, most progressive, and self-
denying; yet at the same time it has been
the most rewarding work he has ever
entered upon. 1b have a wife and two sons
that truly know and serve God, who are
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not easily given to foolishness or temper,
who find joy in serving others and who are
increasing in Christian character daily, is
a wealth that is more precious than fine
gold. As I have been willing to co-operate
with God in addressing my first work,
God has providedwell for the needs ofmy
family, blessing me with a home business,
as well as an effective outreach to the
world.

Fathers, let us never utter the words:
"No time, I have no time to give to the
training of my family." Then we should
not have taken upon ourselves the re-
sponsibility of a family. If we have
children, then we have a work to do, in
union with the mother and Jesus Christ
in the formation of their characters for
the heavenly kingdom. May we all heed
the words found in Luke 11:42: "These
ought you to have done, and not to leave
the other undone."

The result of the indifference in the
third set of fathers is well portrayed in
Ecclesiastes 10:18: "By much slothful-
ness the building decayeth; and through
idleness of the hands the house droppeth
through." Too many fathers think they
can sacrifice their responsibility as priest
of their homes, for a time, without be-
coming entirely reckless. But in this they
only deceive themselves.

A very close friend ofmine and I feIt
impressed to take three days separate
from our families and spend them to-
gether in fasting, prayer and in the study
of God's Word. We were both quite
anxious to know at the outset what great
things God would reveal to us. At the
end of the three days God overwhelm-

ingly impressed us to go home to serve
and meet the practical and spiritual
needs of our families as never before.
God showed us that now is the time to do
this work-and that there would never
be a mOTC convenient season. Today is
the day of salvation but tomorrow, as we
know, never comes. Let us heed the
words of Christ to His well-intentioned
disciples, who tried to withhold the chil-
dren from Him so He could do a morc
important work: "Suffer little children,
and forbid them not, to come unto Me."
Matthew 19:14. May these words of
Christ become our actions.

As I view my past, I have come to
see that I was a blend of all three
categories of fathers. I have come to see,
as my mOlher rightly taught me-that it
is easier to clean up your neighbor's
backyard than your own. I have also
come to see that it is easier to earn a
six-digit income, then it is to face the
mirror image of yourself in your own
children; not to mention the ease of
following your own selfish interests,
leaving your wife to attempt to carry the
burden of both father and mother.

I liken the role of the father in the
second picture to the time my eldest son
and I climbed our first major peak to-
gether. We rose very early in the morn-
ing and drove to the head of a mountain
take, then canoed seven roiJes to the base
of Rainbow Peak. There we began our
arduous trek to the 10,OOO-foot summit.
Many times I thought of turning back as
my muscles became sore, my body tired,
and my lungs gasping for air. But no, I
determined to go the whole distance, one

step after another, with my son by my
side.

Let us also as fathers endeavor to
lead OUT loved ones on the path to the'
heavenly kingdom, even though we find
the path to be straight, narrow and ever
ascending. Even when the way is most
trying let us not despair. With our eyes
ever upward and our hand firmly about
our loved ones, let us rightly lead them
on the path, taking the steps to even
higher ground.

When my son and I reached the
summit that day, what a sense of accom-
plishment was ours! And we had done it
together as a team. As we canoed out
that evening by the light of the moon, a
tear or two came to my eyes as I sensed
the special bonding that was taking
place. I think of the prayer of Christ,
found in John 17:21: "That they all may
be one; as thou Father, art in Me, and I in
Thee, that they also may be one in Us:
that the world may believe."

This oneness will be found in our
families when we give ourselves as
Christ gave of Himself. It will require
consistent effort and self-sacrifice, but
the prize is well worth the price.

Will you not join with me now in
answering the prayer of Christ and the
prophecy in Malachi in "turning th,
heart of the fathers to the children and
the hearts of the children to their
fathers?" Let us put our arm fully around
our precious families and with a secure
hold on them, chen reach out to a perish-
ing world. By the grace of Christ we will
finish the work and go home to our
heavenly Father. 0

Life Abundant Missionary Institute
Presents

The Home Health Instructor Program August 5 December 4, 1991
Our new four-month gospel medical-missionary program

offers a brief, yet comprehensive, training in literature evan-
gelism, Bible work, and health ministry. We are told that these
three should never be separated and that all of God's people are
to have a part in them. That includes each one of us. Are you
ready?

Learn how to do literature evangelism, give Bible studies,
and lead a soul to Christ. Learn the causes and treatment of
disease and how to care for the sick using the natural remedies
based on the eight laws of health, such as hydrotherapy,
massage, and nutrition. Learn the principles of successful,
sou!-\jIinning, health evangelism programs and cooking schools.
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If you recognize the Lord's call to this kind of training and
ministry, this program is designed for you. Start planning now to
attend our session this fall.

For more information, call or write. But do so soon. Time is
running out in our world, and there is still much to be done.
If you cannot take this much time away from family or work,

please note our 3-day seminars scheduled for July 22-24. They
are listed in the Bulletin Board on page 24. Our address is:

Life Abundant Missionary Institute
40416 123rd Ave. Ct. East
Eatonville, WA 98328



ExaInples of Fatherhood:
Eli versus Abraham

GOD held Eli, as a priest and judge of Israel, accountable for
the moral and religious standing of His people, and in a

special sense for the character of his sons. He should first have
attempted to restrain evil by mild measures; but if these did not
avail, he should have subdued the wrong by the severest means.
He incurred the Lord's displeasure by not reproving sin and
executing justice upon the sinner. He could not be depended
upon to keep Israel pure. Those who have too little courage to
reprove wrong, or who through indolence or lack of interest
make no earnest effort to purify the family or the church ofGod,
are held accountable for the evil that may result from their
neglect of duty. We are just as responsible for evils that we
might have checked in others by exercise of parental or pastoral
authority as if the acts had been our own.

Eli did not manage his household according to God's rules
for family government. He followed his own judgment. The
fond father overlookcd thc faults and sins of his sons in their
childhood, flattering himself that after a time they would
outgrow their evil tendencies. Many are now making a similar
l1istake. They think they know a better way of training their
children than that which God has given in His Word. They foster
wrong tendencies in them, urging as an excuse, "They are too
young to be punished. Wait till they become older, and can be
reasoned with." Thus wrong habits are left to strengthen until
they become second nature. The children grow up without
restraint, with traits of character that are a lifelong curse to them
and are liable to be reproduced in others.
There is no greater curse upon households than to allow the

youth to have their own way. When parents regard every wish of
their children and indulge them in what they know is not for
their gOOd, the children soon lose all respect for their parents, all
regard for the authority ofGod or man, and are led captive at the
will of Satan. The influence of an ill-regulated family is
widespread and disastrous to all snciety. It accumulates in a tide
of evil that affects families, communities, and governments....

The best test of the Christianity of a home is the type of
character begotten by its influence. Actions speak louder than
the most positive profession of godliness. If professors of
religion, instead of putting forth earnest, persistent, and pains-
taking effort to bring up a well-ordered household as a witness to
the benefits of faith in God, are lax in their government and
indulgent to the evil desires of their children, they are doing as
did Eli, and are bringing disgrace on the cause of Christ and ruin
upon themselves and their households. But great as are the evils
of parental unfaithfulness under any circumstances, they are
tenfold greater when they exist in the families of those appointed
as teachers of the people. When these fail to control their own
·lOuseholds, they are, by their wrong example, misleading many.
Their guilt is as much greater than that of others as their position
is more responsible. Patriarchs andProphets, 578-579

H E will command his ... household." There would be no
sinful neglect to restrain the evil propensities of his

children, no weak, unwise, indulgent favoritism; no yielding of
his conviction of duty to the claims of mistaken affection.
Abraham would not only give right instruction, but he would
maintain the authority of just and righteous laws.

How few there are in our day who follow this example! On
the part of too many parents there is a blind and s,lfish
sentimentalism, miscalled love, which is manifested in leaving
children, with their unformed judgment and undisciplined
passions, to the control of their own will. This is the veriest
cruelty to the youth and a great wrong to the world. Parental
indulgence causes disorder in families and in society. It
confirms in the young the desire to follow inclination, instead
of submitting to the divine requirements. Thus they grow up
with a heart averse to doing God's will, and they transmit their
irreligious, insubordinate spirit to their children and children's
children. Like Abraham, parents should command their house-
holds after them. Let obedience to parental authority be taught
and enforced as the first step in obedience to the authority of
God.
The light esteem in which the law of God is held, even by

religious leaders, has been productive of great evil. The teaching
which has become so widespread, that the divine statutes are no
longer binding upon men, is the same as idolatry in its effect
upon the morals of the pcople. Those who seek to lessen the
claims of God's holy law are striking directly at the foundation
of the government of families and nations. Religious parents,
failing to walk in His statutes, do not command their household
to keep the way of the Lord. The law of God is not made Ihe rule
of life. The children, as they make homes of their own, feel
under no obligation to teach their children what they themselves
have never been taught. And this is why there are so many
godless families; this is why depravity is so deep and wide-
spread.

Not until parents themselves walk in the law of the Lord with
perfect hearts will they be prepared to command their children
after them. A reformation in this respect is needed-a reforma-
tion which shall be deep and broad. Parents need to reform;
ministers need to reform; they need God in their households. If
they would see a different state of things, they must bring His
Word into their families and must make it their counselor. They
must teach their children that it is the voice of God addressed to
them, and is to be implicitly obeyed. They should patiently
instruct their children, kindly and untiringly teach them how to
live in order to please God. The children of such a household are
prepared to meet the sophistries of infidelity. They have ac-
cepted the Bible as the basis of their faith, and they have a
foundation that cannot be swept away by the incoming tide of
skepticism. Patriarchs andProphets, 142-143
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TV or Not
I can remember when television first
came along. Prior to that time radio

provided the evening's entertainment
through such programs as "The
Shadow," "The Green Hornet," "Jack
Benny," "Fibber McGee and Molly/'
and many others in which the imagina-
tion had to picture in the mind's eye the
events coming in through the auditory
nerves of the ear. The opening of the
door of Fibber McGee's packed closet
and the spilling out of his treasured
goods stand out vividly in my memory.

But in the late 408 and early 50s
television became popular. I would
enjoy traveling from Colorado to my
uncle's house in California to sit for

hours in front of the tiny black and white
TV screen delighting in even the adver-
tisements that came in, not only through
the auditory nerves, but also through the
optical nerves.

That was before I reaJly understood
the effect of what we hear and see upon
character development and spiritual
growth.

Through the years the family televi-
sion has become the focal point of the
living room in most homes in America.
Its offspring soon found their way into
the bedrooms, recreation rooms, and
even kitchens ofmany American homes.
The family altar has been replaced by
Tv.

Many of our children, now under the
tutorage of that brown box located so
conveniently in our homes, spend more
hours parked and transfixed before its
alluring images than they do in any other
activity, including school. "Family
time" has become the time that we come
together, possibly separating from our
individual TV sets, to enjoy a favorite
program as a family around one televi-
sion set.

The question is, Is it safe spiritually
for a Christian family or for individual
Christians to watch even the average
programs seen on television today? I
believe the Bible and the Spirit ofProph-
ecy indicate "no!" In Psalm 101:3,
David, a man after God's own heart,
says, "I will set no wicked thing before
mine eyes." ''The mind, the soul, is built
up by that upon which it feeds; and it
rests with us to determine upon what it
shall be fed. It is within the power of
everyone to choose the topics that shall
occupy the thoughts and shape the char-
actel." Education, 126-127

In PhilIippians 4:8, Paul counsels us:
"Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are
true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things are
lovely, whatsoever things are of good
report; if there be any virtue, and if there
be any praise, think on these things."
The television may once in a while have
a program that fits into one of these
categories, but I would submit to you
that such would be a rare occasion, and
the risk of being exposed to the worth-
less and demoralizing material normally
contained within its programming far
outweighs the value ofa once-in-a-while
good program.

God, in speaking through the psaJmist
in Psalm 119, verse 37, tells us to "turn
away [our] eyes from beholding vanity"
[worthless things]. We need to be behold-
ing God and the character of Jesus. "I
have set the LoRD always before me."
Psalm 16:8. "Mine eyes are ever toward
the LoRD; for He shall pluck my feet out
of the net." Psalm 25:15

In Matthew 6:22-23, God says:
"The light of the body is the eye: if
therefore thine eye be single [fIxed on
God and His glory], thy whole body
shall be full of light. But if thine eye be
evil [fIxed on the world and its glitter],
thy whole body shall be full of darlatess.

Clark Floyd is chaplain and assistaJlt to
PastorRon Spear atHope International.
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"No time, " says the father, "J have no time to give
to the training ofmy children, no time for social
and domestic enjoyments. " Then you should not
have taken upon yourself the responsibility ofa

family. ... Their own household is the first mission-
ary field in which parents are required to labor.
Those who leave the home garden to grow up to
thorns and briers, while they manifest great inter-
est in the cultivation of their neighbor's plot of
ground, are disregarding the Word ofGod.
Fundementals of Christian Education, 65-66

If therefore the light that is io thee be
darkness, how great is that darkness!"

Having watched television for many
years, I know how difficult it can be to
give it up. However, on the other hand,
now I can't imagine how I ever had time
to sit in front of a TV There seems to be
acertain mesmerism there that draws the
mind to thc box carrying the words and
the pictures. I know that even now, if I
go into a house with a television set on,
my eyes arc drawn immediately to it,
and my ears scck to hear evcry word. It
is very difficult to have any decent
communication with the people in a
home when all eyes are focused on thc
picture screen.

Many of the programs offered are
very shallow and arc usually of very
little socially rcdeeming valuc, let alone
spiritual valuc. Will Satan stcal thc souls
of the pcople through TV?

"Profcssed Christians kccp alto-
gether too near the lowlands of earth.
Their eyes are trained to sec only com-
monplace things, and thcir minds dwcll
upon thc things thcir eyes behold. Their
religious experience is often shallow and
unsatisfying, and their words are light
and valucless. How can such rellect the
image of Christ? How can they send
forth the bright beams of the Sun of
Righteousness into all the dark places of
the earth? To be a Christian is to be
Christlike." The Seventh-day Adventist
BibLe Commentary, vol. 6, 1097

Can you picture Jesus absorbed
watching television? Would He have felt
TV to be an appropriate use of His time?
Would He have allowed His mind to
focus on the majority of the events or
programs that are seen on the
When would He then have had time to
spend in prayer with His Father? Or
would He have chosen to perhaps do less
healing, or less teaching, or less training
of the disciples?

"The Holy Spirit has been prevented
from coming in to mold and fashion
heart and mind, because mcn suppose
that they understand bcst how to form
their own characters. And they think that
they may safely form their characters
after their own model. But there is only
one model after which human character
is to be formed-the character of Christ.
Those who behold the Saviour are
changed from glory to greater glory.
When men will consent to submit to
Christ's will, to be partakers of the
divine nature, their crooked, human
peculiarities will disappear. When they

decide that they will retain their own
peculiarities and disagreeable traits of
character, Satan takes them and places
his yoke on them, using them to do his
service." Ibid., 1098. Thlevision is one
means that Satan can use to mold char-
acter, or at least to keep that character
from re!lecting the image of Jesus. The
image of Jesus is not obtained through
viewing TV

Look at your time. Look at your
family's time. Could you not really use
more time with the Lord? Could you not
use morc time with each other? How
well do you know the Scriptures and the
Spirit of Prophecy? How well do you
know each other? Is Jesus at the center
of the family altar? Are you guarding the
avenues of your soul and the souls of
your children as God has instructed you
to do as though your eternal life de-
pended on it? For indeed it docs!

"You should control your thoughts.
This will not be an easy taSk; you cannot
accomplish it without close and even
severe effort. Yet God requires this of
you; it is a duty resting upon every
accountable being. You are responsible to
God for your thoughts. If you indulge in
vain imaginations, permitting your mind
to dwell upon impure SUbjects, you are, in
a degree, as guilty before God as if your
thoughts were carried into action. All that
prevents the action is the lack ofopportu-
nity. Day and night dreaming and castle·
building are bad and exceedingly danger-
ous habits. When once established, it is
next to impossible to break up such
habits, and direct the thoughts to pure,
holy, elevated themes. You will have to

become a faithful sentinel over your eyes,
ears, and all your senses if you would
control your mind and prevent vain and
corrupt thoughts from staining your
soul." Testimonies, vol. 2, 561

Brothers and sisters, I could set before
you many more quotations from both the
Bible and the Spirit ofProphecy regarding
the avenues of the soul and how they are
affected by television, but the rcal bottom
line is this: We arc coming into the last
days of this earth's history, and we will
spend our extra hours preparing for the
final crisis through drawing closer to our
Lord, or wc will wastc those prccious
moments in seeking after worldly amuse-
ments such as television. Our eternal
destiny will be determincd by whether we
make right choices. Are you listening to
the still, small voice of God, or the voice
of the world?

"Say firmly: 'I will not spend pre-
cious moments in reading [or watching]
that which will be of no profit to me, and
which only unfits me to be of service to
others. I will devote my time and my
thoughts to acquiring a fitness for God's
service. I wiII close my eyes to frivolous
and sinful things. My ears are the
Lord's, and I will not listen to the subtle
reasoning of the enemy. My voice shall
not in any way be subject to a will that is
not under the influence of the Spirit of
God. My body is the temple of the Holy
Spirit, and every power of my being
shall be consecrated to worthy pur-
suits! "Adventist Home, 409

May the Lord bless you and your
family as you choose to belong wholly
to Him. 0
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GOD'S great desire is that He might
have a pure and glorious church,

without "spot or wrinkle or any such
thing." Ephesians 5:27. ("lexts are from
the New King James Version.) God has
made us stewards of His church, and has
called for each member to guard its
spiritual interests. Jesus warned in Mat-
thew 13:25 that "while men slept," an
"enemy came and sowed tares among
the wheaL"

Here are four basic ways the Lord has
given for keeping the church pure and to
prevent tares from taking over the field:

1) The church is to exercise loving and
judicious care when accepting new mem-
bers into the church: "When a person
presents himself as a candidate for church
membership, we are to examine the fruit
of his life, and leave the responsibility of
his motive with himself. ... Great care
should be exercised in accepting members
into the church; for Satan has his specious
devices through which he purposes to
crowd false brethren into the church,
through whom he canwork more success-
fully to weaken the cause of God." Evan-
gelism,313

2) When there is open sin manifested
in amember, we are to individually go to
the one involved, and in love and humil-
ity appeal for a change of heart and
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practice. We are then to follow the steps
of Matthew 18:15-17 until there is
either a change or the church is pwified
from the sin of the offending member.
"If the sins of the people are passed over
by those in responsible positions His
frown will be upon them, and the people
of God, as a body, will be held re-
sponsible for those sins. In His dealings
with His people in the past the Lord
shows the necessity of purifying the
church from wrongs. One sinner may
diffuse darkness that will exclude the
light of God from the entire congrega-
tion." Testimonies, vol. 3, 265

3) In the past God has sent judg-
ments for the purifying of the church.
"Elijah ... prayed earnestly that it
would not rain; and it did not rain on the
land for three years and six months."
James 5:17. When the New Testament
church was in danger of being affected
by unsanctified members, two such
members, Ananias and Sapphira, were
struck down by the Lord, which eaused
"great fear. . [to come] upon all the
church and upon all who heard these
things.. [so that] none of the rest
dared join them." Acts 5:11, 13. In our
own denominational history, when the
church was sliding into apostasy, God
sent judgments of fire upon the denomi-

Marshall Grosboll

national headquarters at Battle Creek.
"In the visions of the night I saw a
sword of fire hung out over Battle
Creek. Brethren, God is in earnest with
us. I want to tell you that if after the
warnings given in these burnings the
leaders of our people go right on, just as
they have done in the past, exalting
themselves, God will take the bodies
next. Just as surely as He lives, He will
speak to them in language that they
cannot fail to understand." The
ing Ministry, 171; See also Testimonies,
vol. 5, 210-212

4) And finally, God has chosen to
purify the church through the preaching
of the straight testimony. "The searching
testimony of the Spirit of God will sepa-
rate those from Israel who have ever
been at war with the means that God has
ordained to keep corruptions out of the
church. Wrongs must be called wrongs.
Grievous sins must be called by their
right name. All of God's people should
come nearer to Him.... Then will they
see sin in the true light and will realize
how offensive it is in the sight of God.
The plain, straight testimony must live

Marshall Crosboll, pastor and evangelist, is
the director of Steps to Life in Wichita,
Kansas.



When the Protestant Reformation began, it
sought to break the power of the hierarchy over
the people, in the same way that Jesus did in
His ministry

in the church, or the curse of God will
rest upon His pcople as surcly as it did
upon ancient Israel because of their
sins." Testimonies, vol. 5, 676; most
emphasis is supplied
These are among God's true

methods for maintaining the purity of
the church. But there is a counterfeit
method for purifying the church that
actually produces the opposite result.
Down through the ages this has been the
most popular method for church preser-
vation, yet, rather than reformation, it
has always led to apostasy, and that is
church legislation and persecution.

Whenever the church has sought to
maintain church order by giving power
to its hierarchy to control its members, it
has always, without exception, led to
apostasy and persecution. Thus it was in
the days of Jesus. The leaders of the
Jewish church had assumed great
authority over its members, so much so
that they could put someone out of the
synagogue for believing in Jesus. See
John 9:22. Yet that control by the leader-
ship did not purify the church, but ef-
fected just the opposite result. The hier-
archical control did not protect the
church from abuse or sin; but it did
protect the church from receiving the
straight testimony which God sent
through John the Baptist, His Son, and
the apostles, in order to purify the
church. It was, in fact, the hierarchy,
working to keep the church "pure," that
prevented the people from accepting
Jesus.

So strong a hold did the hierarchy
have on the people that the only way
they could receive the straight testimony
was first for the power of the hierarchy
over their lives to be broken. "Through
their reverence for tradition and their
blind faith in a corrupt priesthood, the
people were enslaved. These chains
Christ must break. The character of the
priests, rulers, and Pharisees must be
morc fully exposed," "For a time it had
seemed that the people of Galilee would
receive Jesus as the Messiah and that the
power of the hierarchy in that region
would be broken." The Desire ofAges,
611-612,395

This same experience was realized
during the Dark Ages. Never has the
church assumed more control, which
resulted in greater persecution, than it
did during the Middle Ages. Yet the
more control the church exercised
through its leadership, the deeper it sank
into apostasy. When the Protestant Re-

formation began, it sought to break the
power of the hierarchy over the people,
in the same way that Jesus did in His
ministry. Those who blindly held on to
their reverence of the church leadership,
like a child holding on to his security
blanket, rejected the Protestant Refor-
mation.

"Wycliffe ... fearlessly arraigned
the hierarchy before the national council
and demanded a reform of the enormous
abuses sanctioned by the church." "The
fears of the hierarchy were roused, and
persecution was opened against the dis-
ciples of the gospel." The Great Con-
troversy, 89, 97. After the Reformation of
Germany, the church sought to intimidate
with threats and cajole with promises the
Protestant leaders to once again accept
the hierarchy, but they realized that "The
re-cstablishment of the Romish hierarchy
... would infallibly bring back the an-
cient abuses." The Great COlllroversy,
199. "When the leading churches of the
United States ... have formed an image
of the Roman hierarchy, ... the infliction
of civil penalties upon dissenters will
inevitably result." The Great Con-
troversy, 445. One of the chief differ-
ences between the Protestants and the
Romanists was their church structure, but
today "there is an increasing indifference
concerning the doctrines that separate the
reformed churches from the papel hierar-
chy.... The time was when Protestants

placed a high value upon liberty of con-
science which has been so dearly pur-
chased." The Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 4,
380. Hierarchicalism eventually curtails
religious liberty and inevitably leads to
persecution.

Abuse of authority denies the Lord-
ship of Jesus Christ. Though God or-
dained that there should be a judicious
administration and shepherdlike leader-
ship within the church for the further-
ance of the gospel, never did God turn
all lines of control over to human author-
ity. "He [Jesus] is the head of the body,

the church, who is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, that in all things
He may have the preeminence."
Colossians 1:18. Whenever men assume
undue authority in the church that
belongs only to Christ, they bring the
church into apostasy. This is the sin of
the beast power, "who opposes and ex-
alts himself above all that is called God
or that is worshiped, so that he sits as
God in the temple of God." 2 Thes-
salonians 2:4. Is not this the danger of
our own church? Should we not learn the
lessons of history?
The Lord foresaw this danger

developing within our own church and
sent faithful warnings against its
development. In 1895 the servant of the
Lord wrote: "The spirit of domination is
extending to the presidents of our con-
ferences.... They are following in the
track of Romanism." Testimonies to
Ministers, 362. Her counsel for this sit-
uation was that: "If a man ... seeks to
exercise dominion over his brethren,
feeling that he is invested with authority
to make his will the ruling power, the
best and only safe course is to remove
him, lest great harm be done and he lose
his own soul and imperil the souls of
others." Ibid.

In the New Testament, there was an
efficient organization, but it was a
simple organization that was not hierar-
chical in nature. There was co-operation,

but not control. Paul sought to co-
operate with the brethren; but he did not
ask permission from Jerusalem to raise
up churches in Corinth or Philippi or in
the other towns that he visited; nor did
he ask for permission to speak. In fact,
one of Paul's greatest concerns and
sternest warnings was concerning the
possibility of undue control being ex-
erted upon the local members of the
church by some outside force.

On His last trip to Jerusalem, he
called for the local elders of Ephesus to
meet with him as he was traveling
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This is the kind of organizational purity that
must come back into the church in order for the
Pentecostal blessings of God to return to the
organization

through Miletus. See Aets 20:17. It
should be noted that it was not the
"elder," but the "elders" from Ephesus
that he ealled together. These elders
were not professionals that were ap-
pointed from the headquarters in
Jerusalem to preaeh to the people and to
dominate in their boards and committees
and to eontrol the ehureh as though the
ehureh and the pulpit were their own.
No! These were the loeal elders ehosen
from the loeal eongregation. See Aets
14:23. Paul met with the loeal elders,
and gave them this eounsel:

"Take heed to yourselves and to all
the floek, among whieh the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers, to shepherd the
ehureh of God whieh He purehased with
His own blood. For I know this, that
after my departure savage wolves will
come in among you, not sparing the
floek. Also from among yourselves men
will rise up, speaking perverse things, to
draw away the diseiples after them-
selves. Therefore watch, and remember
that for three years I did not eease to
warn everyone night and day with
tears." Aets 20:28-31

Paul's concern, which he unceas·
ingly preaehed about with great
emotional appeal for three years, was
that there would arise those within the
ehureh who would seek to draw atten-
tion to themselves and to beeome a
eontrolling power. He told the loeal
elders that they were to be the shepherds
to the floek. They were not to be set
above the floek, but were to be servant
shepherds, realizing that they were "all
brethren." Matthew 23:8

The question is, what wolves were
these loeal elders to guard the floek
against? They were to guard the ehureh
from all wolves that would eome in
sheep's clothing-whether they would
come from within or without, whether
they would be prominent or ordinary.
This was demonstrated in the situation at
Galatia, whieh formed the purpose for the
epistle to the Galatians. The ehureh or
ehurehes in Galatia had been established
by Paul, and he oversaw the ehoosing of
elders in the loeal ehurehes there. The
ehurehes that were thus established were
not independent of the body but were
highly self-direeted, self-sustained, and
loeally organized under the direetion of
the Holy Spirit, with proper respeet for
the eounsel, help and biblical direetion
that might eome to them from the head-
quarters' church in Jerusalem, or from
any other souree that the Lord might
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choose. There came a situation in Gala-
tia, however, when brethren from
without eame to minister to these
ehurehes of Galatia. These emissaries
from Jerusalem claimed that Paul "had
presumed to teach doctrines directly op-
posed to those held by Peter, James, and
the other apostles.... Having gained this
point, they indueed them to return to the
observanee of the eeremonial law as
essential to salvation." Sketches from the
Life ofPaul, 188

With what respect the brethren in
Galatia must have had for these repre-
sentatives from Jerusalem. The Gala-
tians had been steeped in pagan idolatry
before their conversion, whereas the
brethren had been Jews from birth. They

claimed to represent Peter and James,
who had been Jesus' disciple and
brother. And thus these representatives
had a tremendous influence over the
Galatian brethren.

Paul therefore recounts how he had
been forced to withstand Peter to his
face in Antioch, because he, along with
the representatives from James, had
played the hypocrite and had refused to
eat with the uncircumcised. The Gala-
tians were to stand for truth, against all
intluences, even if it was from the con·
ference headquarters in Jerusalem or an
angel from heaven. See Galatians 1:8

Paul was unsparing in his denuncia-
tion of the Galatian brethren for allowing
these representatives from Jerusalem to
bring apostasy into the church. He said:
"0 foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched
you that you should not obey the truth?"
Galatians 3:1. Notice that he does not say
"what" has bewitched you, but "who" has
bewitched you. The real situation was not
simply "what" they did, but the fact that
others could so easily affect their thinking
and practice. Even if Paul should clear up
this one situation of apostasy, what would
prevent some further equally bad apostasy
from being introduced into the church by
other false influences in the future? So

Paul's major concern was not just what
they did, but "who" caused them to do it,
and why they were so weak as to be
influenee by these outside forces! Wh
were they so easily influenced by mere
human teachers from Jerusalem? Would
Paul not wonder the same about our
churches today? Paul told the Galatians to
"Stand fast therefore in the liberty by
which Christ has made us free, and do not
be entangled again with a yoke of
bondage." Galatians 5:1. That yoke of
bondagewas not just circumeision and the
law, but, according to his question in
Galatians 3:1, it was also the yoke of
bondage to false influences that caused
them to waver on this point of doctrine.
He goes on to say that "This persuasion

does not come from Him who calls you.
little leaven leavens the whole lump ...
but he who troubles you shall bear his
judgment. . .. For you, brethren, have
been called to liberty." Galatians 5:8-13

Paul was very fearful of a hierarchi-
cal form of government that would in-
evitably cause the members to look to
church councils and leaders for direc-
tion, rather than to the Holy Spirit. The
churches resuHing from his ministry
were formed with simple organization,
as a part of the worldwide body of
believers, and with due respect for a
truly representative council (as in Acts
15) and for leadership by the Holy
Spirit, but with a high degree of auton-
amy. They were to become responsible,
thinking entities, not simply blind fol-
lowers of a parent organization. The
parent stalk that the churches were to be
grafted into, was Christ, not a human
organization. This is the kind of organi-
zational purity that must come back into
the church in order for the Pentecostal
blessings of God to return to the organi-
zation. Organizational purity and doctri-
nal purity always go hand in hand-theu
cannot be separated one from the othel

"Simple organization and church
order are set forth in the New 'Il:stament



Scriptures, and the Lord has ordained
these for the unity and perfection of the
church. The man who holds office in the
'hurch should stand as a leader, as an
jvisor and a counselor and helper in
carrying the burdens of the work. He
should be a leader in offering thanksgiv-
ing to God. But he is not appointed to
order and command the Lord's laborers.
The Lord is over His heritage. He will
lead His people if they will be led of the
Lord in the place of assuming a power
God has not given them. Let us study the
twelfth and thirteenth chapter of First
Corinthians, and the fifteenth chapter of
Acts." The Paulsoll Collection, 298
"A great many of the difficulties that

have come into our work in--- and
elsewhere have come in through a mis-
understanding on the part of men in
official positions concerning their in-
dividual responsibility in the matter of
controlling and ruling their fellow la-
borers. Men entrusted with responsibili-
ties have supposed that their official
position embraced very much more than
was ever thought of by those who placed
them in office, and serious difficulties
arose as the result . ...

"For several years there have been
leading men in the --- Conference
vho exercised an authority which they
_upposed was theirs by virtue of their
office, to control the work according to
their own disposition and judgment."
Ibid., 298-299

Repeatedly, especially as the church
began to grow bigger and to become
more highly organized, Ellen White
warned against the "kingly power" that
was coming into OUf midst. She said:
"The high-handed power that has been
developed, as though position has made
men gods, makes me afraid, and ought to
cause fear. It is a curse wherever and by
whomsoever it is exercised." Testimo-
nies to Ministers, 361

Many of the leaders that Ellen White
wrote to and warned the church aboul,
were basically wonderful men, who
began very humbly and with a sincere
desire to serve the Lord. But as time
went on, they began to assume more and
more authority and control, supposing
that the prosperity of the work depended
upon their wisdom. But, however
sincere they might have been, this wrong
course, as with those who sincerely
smoke cigarettes, still worked its baleful
voe. Ellen White feared for the souls of
,hese men and for the prosperity of the
work. "Rule, rule", she said, uhas been

their course of action. Satan has had an
opportunity of representing himself."
Ibid., 363. "Let me entreat our state
conferences and our churches to cease
putting their dependence upon men and
making flesh their arm. . Our
churches are weak because the members
are educated to look to and depend upon
human resources." Ibid., 380

One of the inevitable results of the
abuse of authority, besides general apos-
tasy, is persecution against those who do
not yield to the control of this authority,
and especially against those who give
the straight testimony. This is what led
to the burning of the martyrs during the
Dark Ages, and to the imprisonment and
death of countless prophets and mes-
sengers throughout the history of the
Bible, including the death of Jesus upon
the cross. It will also lead to persecution
within our own church. The scribes and
Pharisees never dreamed that they
would kill or imprison a man simply
because they could not control him-
but, as a last resort, and undoubtedly
with great "piety" and "reluctance," they
"had to" nail Jesus to the cross in order
to preserve the integrity of the church.
See John 11:49-50. And even then, it
was the state authorities that did the
actual execution. But it was the chwch
that turned to the state to enforce its
decision. When, after trying everything
else to limit Jesus' influence, they turned
to the cross as a last resort, "They re-
garded themselves as patriots, who were
seeking the nation's salvation." The
Desire ofAges, 541

Today we have received the legacy
of religious liberty from the apostles and
the Protestant Reformers. "This prin-
ciple we in our day are firmly to main-
tain. The banner of truth and religious
liberty held aloft by the founders of the
gospel church and by God's witnesses
during the centuries that have passed
since then, has, in this last conflict, been
committed to our hands. The responsi-
bility for this great gift rests with those
whom God has blessed with a knowl-
edge of His Word. We are to receive this
Word as supreme authority. We are to
recognize human government as an ordi-
nance of divine appointment and teach
obedience to it as a sacred duty, within
its legitimate sphere. But when its
claims conflict with the claims of God,
we must obey God rather than men.
God's Word must be recognized as
above all human legislation. A 'Thus
sail!t the Lord' is not to be set aside for a

'Thus soilh the church' or a 'Thus saith
the state.' The crown of Christ is to be
lifted above the diadems of earthly
potentates." The Acts of the Apostles,
68-69

As the standard-bearers of religious
liberty, none of us would imagine that
we could ever come to the place that we
ourselves would become the persecutors
of those who offend church policy, or
that we would co-operate with the state,
as the Jewish leaders did in the days of
Jesus and as the Catholic hierarchy did
during the Dark Ages, in order to fine or
imprison someone simply because they
did nol agree with our decisions or come
under our control. Could it be that we
have participated in such activities?

In one situation recently, a disfel-
lowshiped preacher was first fined, and
then actually thrown into prison because
he and his followers continued to call
themselves, according to their convic-
tions, Seventh-day Adventists and their
church the "Seventh-day Adventist Con-
gregational" church. This was not done
in some far-off land by some wayward
adminstrators, but rather it was a pro-
longed court case here in the United
States, initiated by the church itself, in
union with the state, and admittedly
financed by the tithe money of the mem-
bers of the church. Whether the in-
dividual was theologically right or
wrong is not the point of concern, but the
very fact that the church has appealed to
the strong arm of the state in order to
enforce its decrees is the point of prin-
ciple. "When the church begins to seek
for the support of secular power. it is
evident that she is devoid of the power
of Christ-the constraint of divine
love." Thoughrs From Ihe Moulll of
Blessing, 127. It is "when the authority
of the state will also be employed by the
church to accomplish her own ends" that
the Protestant churches of America will
make an image to the Beast power that
united church and state during the dark
ages. The Great Cotltroversy, 443

Significant numbers of people
around the world, and especially in com-
munist countries, have found themselves
first disfeIIowshiped and then per-
secuted by the state, apparently through
the instigation of the "church," for
giving a straight testimony against the
apostasy within the church. I personally
have traveled to Hungary on several
occasions and met with the hundreds of
disfeIIowshiped and persecuted brethren
of that country. These dear brothers and
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sisters are true and faithful Adventists,
but simply gave the straight testimony
against the involvement of the church in
state politics and interdenominational
ecumenicalism. Their message was
given directly to the church leaders, by
ordained pastors and committed laymen,
and the response was that they were all
disfcllowshiped without a trial. Even the
Advelllist Review acknowledged that the
whole process was illegal. Nevertheless,
by the failure to redress the wrong or
condemn the action by the repre-
sentatives of the world body, we have, in
essence, condoned the activity as a cor-
porate body.

Hungary is mentioned merely as an
example, and to cause us to ask our-
selves, Have we begun to travel down
the same road as was traveled by the
church in the time of Christ and again
during the Dark Ages? Disfellowshiping
within the United States, and the firing
of pastors could be mentioned. There are
even areas where faithful, lifelong
Seventh-day Adventists who have
moved into a new area arc barred from
transferring their membership into local
churches simply because of their asso-
ciation with a ministry that is not under
conference control. Is history repeating
itself again? Arc we on the road to the
hierarchicalism which leads to the per-
secution that caused Ellen White to
tremble?

"My heart trembles in me when I
think of what a foe we have to meet, and
how poorly we are prepared to meet
him. The trialS of the children of Israel,
and their attitude just before the first
coming of Christ, have been presented
before me again and again to illustrate
the position of the people of God in their
experience before the second coming of
Christ." "At the time of the first advent
of Christ to our world, the men who
composed the Sanhedrin cxercised their
authority in controlling men according
to their will. Thus the souls whom Christ
had given His life to free from the
bondage of Satan were brought under
bondage to him in another form."
Selecred Messages, book I, 406; Tes-
timonies to Ministers, 361; See also
Selected Messages, book I, 407

For many years Ellen and James
White worked to establish organization.
"It was evident," she said, "that without
some form of organization there would
be great confusion, and the work would
not be carried forward successfully."
Testimonies toMinisters, 26. Heaven is a
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place of order, and God will not bless
disorganization. But organization was
never intended to become controlling in
nature. It was never intended to hinder
the preaching of the straight testimony,
or to persccute those who gave it, or to
dictate how God should direct His ser-
vants. It was always intended to be a
simple organization, rclying upon God
more than upon human power and wis-
dom, Organization was never intended
for the purpose of wresting control of the
local churches out of thc hands of the
local members. Leadership was intended
to lead by example, prayer, and faith.
The leaders wcre to be one with the
members, as brethren. Organization was
to coordinate and promote the prcaching
of the gospel and the straight testimony,
not to restrict and control it.
The devil worked hard to keep this

church from being organized, but as
soon as he was defeated in that point, he
concentrated his efforts on another-to
get us to become overorganized. Al-
ready by 1867, just four years after the
General Conference was organized,
ElJen White's fears had changed from a
lack of organization to the misuse of
organization. Listen to her account of a
vision, as recorded in a general testi-
mony for the church of that year: "I
dreamed that I was in Battle Creek
looking out from the side glass at the
door and saw a company marching up to
the house, two and two. They looked
stern and determined. J knew them well
and turned to open the parlor door to
receive them, but thought I would look
again. The scene was changed. The
company now presented the appearance
of a Catholic procession. One bore in his
hand a cross [ceremonialism], another a
reed [the scepter of a king]. And as they
approached, the one carrying a reed
made a circle around the house, saying
three times: 'This house is proscribed.
The goods must be confiscated. They
have spoken against our holy order.' "
Testimonies, vol. 1,578

What was the holy order that the
Spirit of Prophecy had spoken against?
It was the order of the church organiza-
tion that had become controlling and
persecuting in nature. Ellen White was
frequently opposed by church officials.
As with other prophets who were per-
secuted, now that she is dead she is
revered. But the persecution continues
against those who repeat her concerns.

In 1888, Ellen White's concern was
not just the doctrine, but also Ihe organiza-

tion. The vital issue was certainly not the
law in Galatians. Ellen White was shown
that "Neither [Dr. Waggoner or Elder
Butler] have all the light upon the law;
neither position is perfect." The Ellen G.
White 1888Materials, 93. Again she said:
"The question at issue [concerning the
law in Galatians] is not a vital question
and should not be treated as such." Ibid.,
220. So what was Ellen White's concern?
It was the issue of organizational control.
God had given Waggoner and Jones a
message, but the brethrcn thought that
these gentlemen should go through the
"official" channels for approval or disap-
proval before sharing their message. The
issue of 1888 was "Christ our Righteous-
ness." But listen to Ellen White's discus-
sion of "Christ our Righteousness." "God
designs that men shall use their minds and
consciences for themselves. He never de-
signed that one man should become the
shadow of another, and utter only
another's sentiments. But this error has
been coming in among us, that a very few
are to be mind, conscience, and judgment
for all God's workers. The foundation of
Christianity is 'Christ our Righteousness.'
Men are individualJy responsible to God
and must act as God acts upon them, not
as another human mind acts upon their
mind; for if lhis method of indirect in-
fluence is kept up, souls cannol be im-
pressed and direcred by the grear I AM.
They will, on the other hand, have their
experience blendedwith another, and will
be kept under a moral restraint, which
allows no freedom of action or ofchoice."
Ibid., 112

"The Lord will never sanction the
exercise of arbitrary authority.... Yet
these things have been manifest in the
management of affairs in connection
with the work in Battle Creek. Words
cannot express too strongly the offen-
sive character of the disposition 10 rule
or ruin which has for years been re-
vealed, and which has been strengthen-
ing by exercise.... Plans arc set on foot
for restricting the liberty of the workers.
Through these oppressive plans, men
who should stand free in God arc tram-
meled by restrictions from those who are
only their fellowlaborers.... Our
people, who talk of religious liberty,
have lessons to learn as to what liberty in
Christ really is. The Lord has marked the
oppression that has been practiced."
Ibid., 1357-1358.

"There are many classes of religious
teachers who seem to be determined to
close every avenue whereby fresh rays



of light from Heaven may come to the
people. They would bind the members
of their churches by certain rules and
regulations that forbid them to go to
other places of worship, or listen to
messengers outside of a certain class of
teachers. In this way men and women
are led to give up the liberty that God
has ordained for them, and they fail to
improve the mind and gather up the
divine rays of light which emanate from
sources outside their own church." Signs
of Ihe Times, vol. 3, 142

The thing that made this country
strong and prosperous was its principle of
religious liberty under God. "The Chris-
tian exiles who first fled to America,
sought an asylum from royal oppression
and priestly intolerance, and they deter-
mined to establish a government upon the
broad foundation of civil and religious
liberty. These principles are the secret of
our power and prosperity as a nation."
The Spirit ofProphecy, vol. 4,277. These
same principles are equally necessary for
prosperity and peace within the church.

I
Annual Camp Meetings

With longer days and warmer
temperatures, Adventists start thinking
about camp meeting. We at Hope Inter-
national will be hosting our seventh
annual camp meeting at Eatonville this
summer. Other camp meetings are being
arranged across the country, eight of
which are listed below. Watch for more
details in upcoming issues of Our Firm
Foundation and newsletters.

Dodge City, MN-Hartland Insti-
tute is sponsoring a camp meeting June
5-9. Call Hartland for more informa-
tion: (703) 672-3100.
Loudenville, OH-Hope Inter-

national will sponsor a camp meeting
June &-9. Call (614) 393-1125 for more
information.

Wichita, KS-Steps to Life is spon-
soring a camp meeting in their area,
June 12-16. For more information, call
(800) THE-TRUTH / (800) 843-8788.

Calistoga, CA-Our camp meeting
I in Calistoga will be held at the Napa

Here is where religious liberty needs to
start. That liberty is not a license to bring
false doctrine into the pulpit, nor to bring
disorderly elements within the congrega-
tion; but it does give freedom of speech,
freedom to dissent, and freedom of the
press without recourse to the law or the
defamation of character. When there are
doctrinal differences, they need to be
openly and fairly met and discussed, and
error needs to be called by its right name.
But today, it seems that some errors can
be taught in our colleges and our
churches as long as they come through
the "proper channels," whereas some
truths, however important they may be,
seem to be ignored or condemned unless
they come through the official channels.
Thus it was in the days of Jesus, and
consequently, God had to choose a
different channel through which to give
the gospel. See Numbers 11:27-29; Mark
9:38-40

As when Jesus was here, so in the
last great movements, God is going to
work apart from those who have sought

Bulletin Board
County Fairgrounds July 11-14. For
more information, call (707) 965-9132.

Eatonville, WA-The dates for the
campmeeling at our headquarters are set
for July 17-21. For more information
see the back page.

Hartwell, GA-A Korean camp
meeting will be held July 22--27. Call
(404) 783-5304 or (404) 376-3763 for
more information.

Malo, WA-Lightbearers will be
holding their camp meeting July 23-28.
For more information, call (509) 779-
4444.
Hoosick Falls, NY-This camp

meeting will be held at the same location
as last year August 15-18. For more
information, call (518) 686-7124.

Training Seminars
Three different three-day seminars

are scheduled for July 22--24 for those
who can stay after the Eatonville camp
meeting.
Those looking for a full- or part-time

outreach they can use in their work for

to control God's work and to persecute
those whom they could not control.
"The Lord will work in this last work in
a manner very much out of the common
order of things, and in a way that will be
contrary to any human planning. There
will be those among us who will always
want to control the work of God, to
dictate even what movements shall be
made when the work goes forward
under the direction of the angel who
joins the third angel in the message to
be given to the world. God will use
ways and means by which it will be
seen that He is taking the reins in His
own hands. The workers will be sur-
prised by the simple means that He will
use to bring about and perfect His work
of righteousness. n Testimonies 10Minis-
ters, 3oo

The church will once again be per-
fected, but it will be accomplished
through God's methods, and not through
the control of ecclesiastical power and
the curtailing of religious freedom. 0

the Lord should consider attending the
Colporteur Training Seminar. Taught
by John Martin, this session deals with
both the inexpensive paperback books
and the more durable hard-bound
volumes. Includes theory and practice.

Parents of school-age children will
be interested in the Home Schooling
Seminar taught by Gwen Hawkins of
Country Gardens SchooL For more in-
formation call (509) 525-8143.

Everybody with a body to care for has
a reason to be interested in the Hy-
drotherapy, Natural Remedies, and
Nutrition Seminar. Combining class-
work and theory with actual experience
in giving hydrotherapy treatments, this
seminar is intended to be very practical
for the average person. Tuition, for this
seminar only, is $15 per person.

Each of these seminars is designed
for people who cannot take a great deal
of time off from work or family. Those
who have the opportunity for more
thorough instruction may wish to con-
sider the four-month course offered by
Life Abundant Missionary Institute.
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Duty ofParents to Their Children
One of the signs of the "last days" is

the disobedience of children to
their parents. 2 Timothy 3:2. And do
parents realize their responsibility?
Many seem to lose sight of the watch-
care they should ever have over their
children, and suffer them to indulge in
evil passions, and to disobey them. They
take but little notice of them until their
own feelings are raised, and then punish
them in anger.

Many parents will have to render an
awful account at last for their neglect of
their children. They have fostered and
cherished their evil tempers by bending
to their wishes and will, when the wishes
and will of the children should bend to
them. They have brought God's frown
upon them and their children by these
things. Parents, have you forgotten that
which is written in the Holy Word: uHe
that spareth his rod hateth his son."
Proverbs 13:24. Children are left to
come up instead of being trained up. The
poor little children are thought not to
know or understand acorrection at ten or
twelve months old, and they begin to
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show stubbornness very young. Parents
suffer them to indulge in evil tempers
and passions without SUbduing or cor-
recting them, and by so doing they
cherish and nourish these evil passions
until they grow with their growth and
strengthen with their strength.

The house ofGod is often desecrated,
and the Sabbath violated by Sabbath-
believers' children. In some cases they
are even allowed to run about the house,
play, talk and manifest their evil tempers
in the very meetings where the saints
should worship God in the beauty of
holiness. And the place that should be
holy, and where a holy stillness should
reign, and where there should be perfect
order, neatness and humility, is made to
be a perfect Babylon, "confusion." This
is enough to bring God's displeasure and
shut His presence from our assemblies.
His wrath is kindled for these things, and
He will not while these things exist, go
out with Israel 10 battle against their
cnemies. The enemies of our faith will be
suffered to triumph on account of God's
displeasure.

Ellen G. White

Parents stand in the place of God to
their children and they will have to
render an account, whether they have
been faithful to the little few committed
to their trust. Parents, some of you are
rearing children to be cut down by the
destroying angel, unless you speedily
change your course, and be faithful to
them. God cannot cover iniquity, even in
children. He cannot love unruly children
who manifest passion, and He cannot
save them in the time of trouble. Will
you suffer your children to be lost
through your neglect? Unfaithful
parents, their blood will be upon you,
and is not your salvation doubtful with
the blood of your children upon you?
children that might have been saved had
you filled your place, and done your
duty as faithful parents should.

God says: "[ know Abraham, that he
will command his household after him,"
(See Genesis 18:19) and God gave him
the honor of being the father of the
faithful. Parents, it is your duty to have
your children in perfect subjection,
having all their passions and evil



tempers subdued. And if children are
taken to meeting, they should be made to
know, and understand where they arc.
That they are not at home, but where
'od meets with His people. And they
should be kept quiet and free from all
play, and God will turn His face toward
you, to meet with you and bless you.

H order is observed in the assemblies
of the saints, the truth will have better
effect upon all that hear it. A solemnity
which is so much needed will be en-
couraged, and there will be power in the
truth to stir up the depths of the soul and
a deatWike stupor will not hang upon
those who hear. Believers and unbeliev-
ers will be affected. It has seemed evident
that in some places the Ark of God was
removed from the church, for the holy
commandments have been violated and
the strength of Israel has been weakened.

Parents, correct your children. Com-
mence while they are young, when im-
pressions can be more easily made, and
their evil tempers subdued before they
grow with their growth and strengthen
with their strength.

You should correct your children in
love. Do not let them have their own
way until you get angry, and then punish
them. Such correction only helps on the
evil, instead of remedying it. Af1er you
ave done your duty faithfully to your
children, then carry them to God and ask
Him to help you. "Jell Him that you have
done your part, and then in faith ask God
to do His part, that which you cannot do.
Ask Him to temper their dispositions, to
make them mild and gentle by His Holy
Spirit. He will hear you pray. He will
love to answer your prayers. Through
His Word He has enjoined it upon you to
correct your children, to "spare not for
their crying," and His Word is to be
heeded in these things.

It certainly must bring God's dis-
pleasure upon parents when they leave

Him to do what He has left, and com-
manded them to do. God corrects us
when we disobey, and go astray from
Him; and parents are bound by the Word
of God to correct their children when
they disobey them, and show evil temper.
Check the very first manifestation of
passion. Break the will, (but do it with
feelings of tenderness, and with discre-
tion,) and your children will be far hap-
pier for it, and you will be happier. Your
effort will be remembered of God, and
He that is so par1icular as to observe the
faJIing of the sparrow; He that noticed
and commended Abraham's faithfulness,
will not pass by your efforts. He that
never slumbers nor sleeps will be ready
to aid you with His Spirit and grace, and
will reward your feeble efforts.

Parents, above every thing, take cafe
of your children upon the Sabbath. Do
not suffer them to violate God's holy
day by playing in the house or out of
doors. You may just as well break the
Sabbath yourselves as to let your chil-
dren do it, and when you suffer your
children to wander about, and suffer
them to play upon the Sabbath, God
looks upon you as Sabbathbreakers.
Your children, that arc under your con-
trol, should be made to mind you. Your
word should be their law. Will not
parents wake up to their duty before it
shall be too late, and take hold of the
work in earnest, redeem the time, and
make unsparing efforts to save their
children?

Children are the lawful prey of the
enemy, because they arc.not subjects of
grace, have not experienced the
ing power of the blood of Jesus, and the
evil angels have access to these children;
and some parents are careless and suffer
them to work with but little restraint.
Parents have a great work to do in this
matter, by correcting and subduing their
children, and then by bringing them to

God and claiming His blessing upon
them. By the faithful and untiring efforts
of thc parents, and the blessing and
grace entreated of God upon the chit-
dren, the power of the evil angels will bc
broken, a sanctifying influence is shcd
upon the children, and the powers of
darkness must give back.

When the destroying angel was to
pass through Egypt, to destroy the first-
born of man and beast, Israel was com-
manded to gather their children and fami-
lies into their houses with them, and then
mark their door-posts with blood, that the
destroying angel might pass by their
dwellings, and if they failed to go through
with this process, there was no difference
made bctween them and the Egyptians.

The destroying angel is soon to go
forth again, not to destroy the firstborn
alone, but "to slay utterly old and young,
both men, women and little children"
(See Ezekiel 9:6) who have not the mark.
Parents, if you wish to save your children,
separate them from the world, kecp them
from the company of wicked children;
for if you suffer them to go with wicked
children, you cannot prevent them from
partaking of their wickedness and being
corrupted. It is your solemn duty to watch
over your children, to choose the society
at all times for them. Learn [teaCh1your
children to obey you, then can they more
easily obey the commandments of God,
and yield to His requirements. Don't let
us neglect to pray with, and for our
children. He that said, "Suffer little chil-
dren to come unto me, and forbid them
not," (Luke 18:16) will listen to our
prayers for them, and the seal, or mark, of
believing parcnts will covcr their chil-
dren, if they arc trained up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord. 0

Review and Herald, vol. 1, 24-25 (Sep-
tember 19, 1854)

Some households have a little church in their home. Mutual love binds heart to heart, and the unity
that exists among the members ofthe family preaches the most effectual sermon that could be preached
on practicalgodliness. As parentsfaithfullydo their duty in the family, restraining, correcting, advising,
counseling, guiding, the father as a priest ofthe household, the mother as a home missionary, they are
filling the sphere God would have them fill. By faithfully doing their duty in the home, they are
multiplying agencies for doing good outside the home. They are becoming better fitted to labor in the
church. By training their little flock discreetly, binding their children to themselves and to God,fathers
andmothers become laborers together with God. The cross is erected in their home. The members ofthe
family become members ofthe royalfamily above, children ofthe heavenly King. Lift Him Up, 253
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Ralph Larson, a retired pastor, last served as
chairman ofthe Church a1ldMillistry Depart-
ment of the Seventh-day Adventist Theologi-
cal Seminary, Far East.

Legalism

Definitions of the term "legalism"
may be found in standard dictionaries, as
follows:
"In theology, the doctrine of salva-

tion by good works." Webster's New
World Dictiollary

"In theology, the doctrine of salva-
tion by works, or strict adherence to a
religious code, rather than by grace."
Reader's Digest Great Ellcyclopedic
Dictionary

We pause to note that Christ has no
place at all in such a doctrine of salva-
tion as is pictured here. We compare this
with a Spirit of Prophecy definition:

"The spirit of bondage is engendered
by seeking to live in accordance with
legal religion, through striving to fulfill
the claims of the law in our own

caters, calamity howlers, and so forth,
because of our teaching of Bible truths
that our opponents find difficult to dis-
prove with evidence. Likewise, those
who are still clinging to the principles of
ow historic faith now find a similar
technique being used by those who are
promoting Calvinism among us. Since it
is virtually impossible for them to meet
our evidence with theirs, we are now
being called legalists, perfectionists,
right-wingeTs, traditionalists, et cetera.

A variation of this argument against
the man is the statement, "We are under
grace," as if those who keep the Sabbath
are not under grace; or "We are New
Testament Christians," as if those who
wish to obey all of God's command-
ments are not New Testament Christians.
The counterpart of this is seen in our
church when the Calvinists among us
affirm "We are evangelicals" as if those
among us who have won one, scores,
hundreds, or thousands ofsouls to Christ
by outreach and evangelistic endeavors
are not evangelicals.

However, we should not let these
accusations cause us to retreat into an
altitude of defensiveness. We can well
afford to analyze and examine them,
with no apprehension that they might
contain injurious truth. We can simply
ask the question, "What do these accusa-
tions mean?" This, in itself, will prove to
be an adequate defense against them.

Legalists, Perfectionists
and Right-Wingers

III this article Ralph Larsoll colltillues a man, is an all too familiar technique of
series which he began in January. those whose position is not well sus-

tained by evidence. It is a long-estab-
lished principle of discussion and debate
that those who have evidence will pre-
sent their evidence, whiJe those who do
not have evidence will resort to the
argument "against the man,"

We who have spent years in evan-
gelistic work have often become targets
of this technique. We have been called
Jews, legalists, soul-sleepers, cabbage-

U NFlATI'ERING accusations, pejora-
tive tenns, epithets, name-calling-

these have for ages been the weapons of
weak arguments. Abraham Lincoln is
credited for the story of a lawyer who, in the
midst of a trial, passed a note to his as-
sociate which' read, "Our evidence is
weak. Skin the defendant." The use of
the argument <ad hominem), against the
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One who attempts to control his tongue,
relying on his own strength, is a legalist. One
who attempts to do the same thing, relying on
Christ, is not a legalist. The difference is in the
attitude, not in the act

strength.". The Adventist
Bible Cammell/ary, vol. 6, 1077

Again we observe the Christless
characteristic of legalism, indicated by
the words "in our own strength." The
classic scriptural treatment of this condi-
tion is found in Romans 7, where the
apostle Paul, who had once been a legal-
ist, describes with accuracy the futile
slrugglcs against evil within and evil
without which are the experience of one
who tries 10 pcrform the will of God
with no assistance from the Son of God.
Paul sums it up in verse 25:

"I myself," in Greek (ego autos),
which means "I alone" (Larson); "I left
to myself' (Moffatt); "I, Ihrown on my
own resources" (Arndt and Gingrich);
"With my mind ... serve the law of
God; but with the flesh the law of sin."

I alone, left to myself, thrown on my
own resources, striving to keep God's
law in human strength, with no help
from Christ-this is legalism. That this
meaning of the term has been so
stood for centuries is witnessed by the
dictionaries which have reported, in the
above definitions, how the word has
been uscd in theology.

Certain truths arc immediately ap-
paren!. First, legalism does not apply to
one commandment any more or less
Ihan to any other commandmen!. 10
strive to obey any of God's command-
ments in one's own strength, without
Christ, is legalism. So those who would
describe a person who worships on Sab-
bath as a legalist, but maintain that one
who performs the same acts of worship
on Sunday is not a legalist are incorrec!.

Second, legalism is not an act. It is
an attitude. One who attempts to control
his tongue, relying on his own strength,
is a legalis!. One who attempts to do the
same thing, relying on Christ, is not a
legalist. The clifference is in the attitude,
not in the ac!. Note how clearly this
principle is established in Paul's alle-
gory in Galatians 4:22-23:

"For il is written, that Abraham had
two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the
other by a free woman. But he who was
of the bondwoman was born afler the
nesh; but he of the free woman was by
promise." There was no difference
tween the act of Abraham in his relation
with Sarah and the act of Abraham in his
relation with Hagar. The two acts were
identical. The difference was in the atti-
tude, not in the act. One was an act
performed in faith and reliance upon the
promise of God. The other was an act

performed in self-reliance, which is
legalism. Legalism is an attilude, not an
act. The same act performed by two
different persons may be either legalistic
or Christian, depending on the attitude;
and the same act performed by a single
person at two different times may be
either legalistic or Christian, depending
on the altitude.

lt follows that no act of man can be
defined as legalistic by a human ob-
server unless it is openly confessed to be
a Christless, self-reliant act. Legalism is
an attitUde, and attitudes arc within the
heart, where they cannot be read with
accuracy by human eyes. How inappro-
priate, then, for any Christian to pro-
nounce judgment on another Christian
and caU him or her a legalist, thus
claiming the divine power to read and
judge human hearts. Let all such persons
consider whether they are manifesting
the attitude of Satan himself, "I will be
like the most High." Isaiah 14:14

And Jet all of uS consider that we
human beings are not even as expert at
reading our own hearts as we might be.
If there is any possibility at all of our
becoming involved in legalism, it is here
in what might be called an unconscious
or unintentional Icgalism. In forty-five
years or ministry among the Adventist
people I do not believe that I have met a
single church member who would an-
swer "Yes,u to the question, "Do you

believe that it is possible to perform
God's will successfully without any help
from Christ?" I am confident that every
church member whom 1have met, either
here or in the mission field, would
promptly answer that question with a
firm "No!"

But it is not impossible for a Christian
10 hold this truth without effectively prac-
ticing it. Through carelessness in the per-
sonal relationship with Christ one may be
deprived of the strength of Christ without
realizing it, and thus become unsuccessful
in the Christian life. Against this type of

inadvertent legalism we should all be on
guard. We should keep our hearts dil-
igently and analyze our attitudes care-
fully, making it our determined purpose
never to let ourselves be separated from
the strength of Christ.

But this is altogether different from
the type of legalism that the Calvinist
has in mind when he accuses historic
Seventh-day Adventists of being legal-
ists. The Calvinist has turned from the
historical definition of legal religion as
"salvation by works," an attempt to
form God's will and to overcome
tat ion in one's own strength. He puts In
its place his own Calvinistic defInition
that legalism is any attempt al all, by any
means whatsoever, to perform God's
will. He maintains that victorious
tian living is simply not possible, even
through the power of Christ.

This leads to the ludicrous conclusion
that "legalists" may be identified by their
fervent desire to live unsultied lives, and
through the grace of Christ to be truly
Christlike in character and in perform-
ance of God's will. By this incredibly
twisted reasoning high standards of
Christian living would indicate legalism,
while low standards would be indicators
of true Christianity. Such confusion as
this was exhibited by Ihe college profes-
sor whom I heard tell his students, "I eat
enough meat to avoid being a legalist."
With equal logic one might say, "I break

the Sabbath just enough to avoid being a
legalist," or "I commit adultery just
enough to avoid being a legalist."

Do high standards indicate legalism,
and do low standards indicate true Chris-
tianity? Yes, to one who is desperately
confused. No, to the Bible-believing
Christian who remembers 1 John 2:6:
"He that saith he abideth in Him ought
himself also so to walk, even as He
walked."

To God's special messenger to the
commandment-keeping remnant church,
who bore witness to the saving and
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There is a reservoir of power at our command,
and we are not to remain in the dark, cold,
sunless cave of unbelief; or we shall not catch
the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness

keeping power ofGod not less than 4500
times the answer to the above question is
a most emphatic No! Here is a repre-
sentative sampling of her testimony:

"To human beings striving for con-
formity to the divine image, there is
imparted an outlay of heavenly treas-
ures, an excellency of power, that will
place them higher than even the angels
who have never sinned." Signs of the
Times, vol. 4, 243

"There is a reservoir of power at our
command, and we 3rc not to remain in
the dark, cold, sunless cave of unbelief;
or we shall not catch the bright beams
of the Sun of Righteousness. To be a
Christian requires more than a profes-
sion of faith. There must be an earnest
effort to conquer through the grace
freely given of God." Review and Her-
ald, vol. 3, 14

"Christ's death and resurrection
have opened before every soul an un-
limited source of power from which to
draw. This power will enable you to
overcome the most objectionable traits
in your character. God's supply of grace
is awaiting the demand of every sin-sick
soul. It wiJI heal every spiritual disease.
By it hearts may be cleansed from all
defilement. It is the gospel remedy for
the curse of sin. It unites human beings
with Christ in the performance of good
works, enabling them to run in the path
of obedience, representing to the world
the meekness and lowliness they have
learned from the Saviour." Review and
Herald, vol. 4, 349

"God has power in reserve for us.
Those who are reaching out for help,
exercising faith in Jesus, will receive it.
Divine power will co-operate with
human effort. Brethren, the gates arc
open, and the glory of God is shining for
every soul who looks to Heaven in times
of trial and perplexity." Signs of the
Times, vol. 2, 307

I)erfectionism

The doctrine of perfectionism has
been and still is an overreaction against
the errors of Calvinism. Many Christians
have observed the baleful effects on
individuals and on society that are pro-
duced by the Calvinistic doctrine that it
is impossible, even through the power of
Christ, for any human being to stop
sinning. They have turned from this
false doctrine of "justification only,"
and endeavored to give the Bible doc-
trine of sanctification its proper place in
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the plan of salvation. We sympathize
with them and appreciate their concerns,
but unfortunately some of them have
overreacted and have gone too far. Even
John Wesley accepted the idea that by a
second work of grace which might occur
some time after conversion, a Christian
might become instantly and per-
manently sanctified. He called this the
attainment of "perfect love." Yet Wesley
never claimed to have had the ex-
perience himself, nor did John Fletcher
or Francis Asbury, two of his leading
co-workers.

Probably the most inOuential school
of perfectionism that the world has seen
was devetoped at Oberlin College in
Ohio under the leadership of Charles

Finney, Asa T Mahon, and their associ-
ates, Under their ministries the doctrine
was more fully developed than by ear-
lier perfectionists. It is for this reason
that we have waited until now before
introducing a definition. Their full-
grown doctrine of perfectionism had
five parts:

1. Victorious Christian living, per-
fection of character through the power
of Christ, is possible and attainable.

2. This perfection of Christian char-
acter may occw in a moment of time,
instant sanctification.

3, When instant sanctification has
occurred, the Christian will be aware of
it, and can testify to the world that he or
she has become sinless.

These three basic parts of the doc-
trine were held by most, if not all per-
fectionists. The reader will recognize
that Ellen White, though an apostle of
power, accepted only the first of these
three propositions and firmly rejected
the other two. At Oberlin two more
propositions were added:

4. The doctrine of the simplicity of
moral action. According to this doctrine,
every act of life, however large or small,
is in itself either totally sinless or totally
sinful, and the person who is performing

any act of life, large or small, is likewise
either totally sinless or totally sinful.
There is no security in Christ, no cover-
ing robe of righteousness by faith, but
only a never-ending anxiety over one's
spiritual condition. To partially offset the
discouragement of this grim doctrine, a
fifth was added:

5. The doctrine of the assured provi-
dence of God. This was the teaching that
God would never let any Christian who
had sinned be taken by death without
giVing him or her time and opportunity
to repent.

Ellen White, though protesting
strongly against the errors of Calvinism,
never became involved in any of these
overreactions. Thus, to call her a per-

fectionist, or to call those who accept her
writings as the testimonies of the Holy
Spirit to God's people, perfectionists, is
to badly misapply the term. Space here
does not permit us to present all of her
strong arguments against the errors of
perfectionism, but they will be found in
our book, Tell Of His Power, available
from Hope International.

Right-Wingers

This is the language of politics, not
religion. The politician who respects no
standard of right and wrong places the
words "right" and "left" in place of the
words "right" and "wrong," and sepa-
rates people into categories, or voting
blocks, according to their attitudes
toward various topies. He estimates that
a certain number of voters hold views to
the right or left of what he sees as a
central position (probably his own posi-
tion). To the politician, the words "right"
and "left" have nothing to do with cor-
rectness or moral rectitude. These words
simply indicate to the politician what
language he should use and what pro-
mises or concessions he should make to
each group in order to gain their political
support, their votes.



The church leader who carries this
concept into his relationships with
church members is displaying the same
cynical, amoral attitude as the politician.
He does not concern himself with what
is morally or theologically right or
wrong, but only with the pragmatic
question of how to win or hold the
support of the different segments of his
constituency. Thus he regards groups in
his Conference whose theology is incor-
rect as people to whom certain conces-
sions must be made, rather than people
who need to be led to a more correct
theology.

This is very far from the attitude of
the true shepherd of the sheep who
would make no concessions in sacrifice
of truth or principles for the sake of
popularity. And he would never take the
basely, cynical attitude that he need not
worry about disappointing or offending
the ':conservatives," because he con-
siders, as I heard onc administrator say,
"Even if they are offended by what we
do, they won 'I give uS any serious
trouble."

The true spiritual leader will con-
sider it his duty to bear witness to the
truth of God in any and all circum-
stances, regardless of the effect this may
have on his political advancement. He
stands for principle, not for policy, plac-
ing the approval of God above the ap-
proval of men. To stay in office is not his
highest goal, but rather to stay in a right
relationship with his God. He is pre-
pared at all times to "stand for the right
though the heavens fall." Educatioll, 57

On the other hand, if the Conference
president who is primarily a politician
finds division of thought in a church or
churches in his Conference, he does not
ask the question, "Who is holding to the
truth of God?" Rather, he asks, "Who
has the most intluence and the most
money? Who will give me the most
trouble if I disagree with them?" Such
administrators are called "menpleasers"
in the Spirit of Prophecy, and they are
not applauded.

Those who would apply these politi-
cal attitudes to the theological divisions
that are threatening our church's unity
today are not only cynically pragmatic,
they are far out of harmony with the facts
and need to consider the realities of the
situation. Even a cursory examination of
the historical records will reveal that most
ofthose who are being called "right-wing-
ers" today have not deviated a single
hair's breadth to the right of the positions

that were generally held by all Seventh-
day Adventists until the book Questiolls
011 Doctrine was published in 1957.

There is no scarcity of evidence on
this point. One need only look at the
publications and the teaching materials
that were in use until the 1960s to
establish this fact. Such materials would
include Review alldHerald and Siglls of
the Times articles, school textbooks and
syllabi, the various Bible study guides
being circulated by the Voice of Proph-
ecy and other agencies, and even the The
SevelJ/h-day AdvelJ/ist Bible Commell-
tary. In none of thcse will be found any
trace of the Calvinistic doctrine that it is
not possible, by any means, for Chris-
tians to stop sinning.

If the reader lacks the time to engage
in such research, we would recommend
the book, By Faith Alolle by Norval
Pease. In its final chapters Dr. Pease has
provided a representative sampling of the
Adventist literature ofour pre-Calvinistic
years. In their treatment of the subject of
righteousness by faith, all of the authors
quoted by Pease affirm strongly the prin-
ciple of victorious Christian living
through the power of Christ.
But many of those who have

wandered far to the "Ieft," as it were,
from this straight pathway of historical
truth into the false doctrines of Cal-
vinism, arc now looking back at the
church members who are refusing to
follow them in their deviation and call-
ing them "right-wingers." "You have
moved from the straight pathway to the
right," is the charge.

It would be difficult to imagine a
greater misinterpretation of the facts
than this. Those of us who are called
"right-wingers" insist we have not
moved to the right. We are continuing in
a straight, undeviating course from
which the Calvinists have departed far to
the left. Let us do all that we can to call
them back, but let us never permit our-
selves to be upset or deceived by these
false accusations.

Traditionalists

The use of this term to describe the
Seventh-day Adventists who are trying
to cling to the principles of their historic
faith is a propaganda trick, some feel,
that may well have been conceived in
the mind of Satan himself. The call to
turn away from the traditions of men to
the pure word of God has been a central
and consistent theme in all Seventh-day

Adventist soul-winning endeavors. Our
pioneers set the example by rejecting
tradition-supported Sunday observanccs
and accepting Scripture-supported Sab-
bath observance. Those who have ac-
cepted the Seventh-day Adventist mes-
sage have made a conscious and
deliberate decision to live by the Scrip-
tures and not by tradition. They have
done this because they could see that not
a single doctrine held by Seventh-day
Adventists is based on tradition.

But the Calvinists among us would
change the definition of this term, just as
they would change the definition of the
term "legalism." Instead of properly de-
fining tradition as a teaching of men that
is not supported by the Scriptures, they
are applying the term to Bible doctrines
that have been held by others before us.
Thus, they apparently hope to redirect
our strong mindset against tradition, and
turn that force against the very Bible
doctrines that have made us a people.

A Bible truth is not a tradition of
man and cannot be made so by the
passing of time. Age does not change
truth into error, nor does it change Scrip-
ture to tradition. We are not "traditional
Adventists" because we hold firmly to
the principles of Bible truth that were
studied out by our pioneers, truths that
have not been made void by time or trial.
If a descriptive term is needed to distin-
guish US from the Calvinists among us,
then let us be known as "historical Ad-
ventists" and not "traditionalists." And
let the Calvinists among uS not attempt
to hide behind the term "evangelicals,"
but frankly and straightforwardly iden-
tify themselves as what they really are-
Calvinists.

In summary, let us remember the
common principle of discussion and de-
bate: those who have evidence will pre-
sent their evidence. Those who do not
have evidence will resort to the argu-
ment (ad hominem) against the man. Let
us rejoice that our cause is sustained by
evidence and not by false accusations,
pejorative terms, epithets, and name-
calling. Truth has no need of such
defenses. And let us remember the
words of Jesus:

"Blessed are ye, when men shall
revile you, and persecute you, and shall
say all manner of evil against you
falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be
exceeding glad: for great is your reward
in heaven: for so persecuted they the
prophets which were before you." Mat-
thew 5:11-12 0
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Training to Win
Heaven's
Prize

T he Apostle Paul compared the
Christian to an Olympic athlete. We

have all read how much they trained in
his day and have recognized that it must
have taken great amounts of discipline
to keep them going. The standard
schedule of today's gold medalist, in
just one of the many competitive sports,
tells us that nothing has changed.
The discipline of an Olympic swim-

mer is unyiclding aU year round:
4:45 A.M.-Wake up alarm.
5-7 A.M.-POOl.
Two hours of nonstop swimming

laps amounting to almost 4 miles.
8:00 A.M.-2:00 PM.-School.
Most of them start very young and

must strive for an education while un·
dergoing the grueling training their sport
requires.

2:00-5:00 P.M.-Pumping iron and
swimming more laps. Work on Nautilus
weight machines to build and strengthen
the swimming muscles, where the power
of the swift, propelling stroke lies. Then,
into Ihe water again, the afternoon swim
is longcr-nearly five miles!

5:00-8:00 p.M.-Home.
Three hour'" to lead a normal life in

an existence olncrwisc consumed by a
goal.
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Always focused on the gold medal
the swimmer makes sacrifices. Sleep is
vital for co-ordination so that critical
points won't be lost in competition. Cru-
cial discipline is maintained at all costs.

The goal virtually dominates thc
life; it shapes it, molds it, and rules
over everything else. The mind is con-
stantly focused on the allainment of the
prize and every choice that needs to be
made is gladly made: the proper diet,
strict adherence to a training schedule,
even relocation to a beller training
ground so that thc athlete's potential
can be realized. And every ounce of
willpower is summoned to restrain all
other desires so the one chief goal will
be achieved.
The body is sculpted by the constant

exercise to perform at its best under
competitive conditions. The emotions
are held in check, and even the character
is fashioned after the model the athlete
dwells upon. How about us? Have we
not also been given a goal, a discipline to
follow? Have we not been given a health
message containing a better diet and all
manner of advice for our physical and
mental well-being so that all the powers
of body, mind and soul can focus on the
Lord's service?

IClotilde Menendez I

Have we not even been counseled to
relocate where we can develop charac-
ters better fit for translation?

How have we responded to this
goal? Have we focused our minds
heavenward until this world has been
entirely removed from our affections?

"If we are constantly thinking of and
struggling for the things that pertain to
this life, we cannot keep our thoughts
fixed on the things of heaven. Satan is
seeking to lead our minds away from
God, and to center them on the fashions,
the customs, and the demands of the
world, which bring disease and death....

"In this world we are to obtain a
fitness for the higher world. God has left
a trust with us, and He expects us to use
all our faculties in helping and blessing
our fellow men. He calls for our best
affections, our highest powers." Our
High Callillg, 79

In His mercy, the Lord has given us a
vital knowledge through His Word and
the Spirit of Prophecy as to how to
accomplish the goal of our lives.

"To knowledge must be added
temperance. 'Know ye not that they

C/otilde Menendez, a motller and !ree·/allce
writer; writes from La Puente) California.



Man is no passive instrument to be saved in
indolence. He is called upon to strain every
muscle in the struggle for immortality, yet it is
God that supplies the efficiency

which run in a race run all, but one
receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may
obtain. And every man that striveth for
the mastery is temperate in all things.
Now they do it to obtain a corruptible
crown; but we an incorruptible. I there-
fore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I,
not as one that beateth the air: but I keep
under my body, and bring it into subjec-
tion.' " 1 Corinthians 9:24-27

"Athletes cheerfully comply with the
conditions in order to be trained for the
highest taxation of their physical
strength. They do not indulge appetite,
but put a constant restraint upon them-
selves, refraining from food which
would weaken or lessen the full power
of any of their organs. Yet they fight' as
one that beateth the air,' while Chris-
tians are in a real contest. Combatants in
the games seek for mere perishable
laurels. Christians have before them a
glorious crown of immortality, incor-
ruptible. And in this heavenly race there
is plenty of room for all to obtain the
prize. Not one will fail if he runs well, if
he does according to the light which
shines upon him, exercising his abilities
which, to the best of his knowledge, he
has kept in a healthful condition." Ollr
High Calling, 69

This is the reason we must value the
redemption bought for us at the cost of
Christ's blood and must be willing to
discipline ourselves and sacrifice all for
His glory.

"No one of us will gain the victory
without persevering, untiring effort, pro-
portionate to the value of the object
which we seek, even eternal life." Tes-
timonies to Ministers, 511

"Man is allotted a part in the great
struggle for everlasting life. He must
respond to the working of the Holy
Spirit. It will require a struggle to break
through the powers of darkness, but the
Spirit that works in him can and will
accomplish this. Man is no passive in-
strument to be saved in indolence. He is
called upon to strain every muscle in the
struggle for immortality, yet it is God
that supplies the efficiency." Signs ofthe
Times, vol. 3, 336

"Here are man's works, and here are
God's works.... With these two com-
bined powers, man will be victorious,
and receive a crown of life at last. ... He
puts to the stretch every spiritual nerve
and muscle that he may be a successful
)vercomer in this work, and that he may
obtain the precious boon of eternal life."
Ollr High Calling, 91

"Nevertheless I am continually with
thee: thou hast holden me by my right
hand. Thou shalt guide me with thy
counsel, and afterward receive me to
glory." Psalm 73:23-24

We are living in the most awesome
time in this earth's history. The inves-
tigative judgment is taking place in
heaven and already the storm clouds that

reveal the shortness of the remaining
time arc gathering. While our Lord is
stiII interceding in behalf of our salva-
tion we have a precious opportunity
given us to strive for the perfection of
our characters, to wash our robes in the
blood of the Lamb, to exercise true faith,
and to overcome by Christ's grace. The
late hour calls for the genuine surrender
that breeds personal discipline, self-
denial and self-sacrifice for the sake of
the cause and the souls that are perishing
in darkness, The end is ncar. The brief
time of preparation that remains
demands from uS a deeper study of the
truths that have built the platform we
stand upon. This period of training re-
quires that we must go against our natu-
ral inclinations and deny ourselves in
order to help in the finishing of the work.
This hour calls for the training of the
body and the mind to face the impending
conflict. It calls for constant surrender
and total commitment to Christ. We
need to frequently ask ourselves where
our eyes are fixed. See The Great Con-
troversy, 489-490

We must stop beating the air and
concentrate wholeheartedly on the task
of attaining the goal, not ninety-nine
percent of the time, nor with half of our
strength, but all of the time with all of
our strength.

Because no other generation has
been called to go through what lies
before us, our preparation must grow
more intensive as the end draws near.
"Said the angel, 'They will be brought
into close combat with the beast and his
image. Their only hope of eternal life is

to remain steadfast. Although their lives
are at stake, they must hold fast the
truth.' The third angel closes his mes-
sage: 'Here is the patience of the saints:
here are they that keep the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus.' "
Revelation 14:12; Early Writings, 254
That plateau of preparedness cannot

be reached overnight. It cannot be

gained without persevering effort and
without constantly keeping our wills in
the hands of Christ. Let us, then, by
God's grace, put everything out of the
way that is getting in the way. By His
grace let us keep from cluttering our
minds, hearts, souls and lives with dis-
tractions that pull us away from Christ
and becloud His image in our characters.
Let us stop hindering the Lord's efforts
as He strives to finish the work of our
salvation. And if the task seems too big
to be accomplished and threatens to
overwhelm us, we have only to remem-
ber that we have an Advocate in heaven
who is willing to lend us a mighty hand,

No one needs to lose heaven. No one
needs to fall short of the mark, Old
habits do not have to prevail. By God's
grace the enemy can be defeated and we
can conquer. "Our ransom has been paid
by our Saviour, No one need be enslaved
by Satan. Christ stands before us as our
all-powerful helper." Selected Mes-
sages, book I, 309

"The secret of success is the union of
divine power with human effort. Those
who achieve the greatest results are
those who rely most implicitly upon the
Almighty Arm." Patriarchs alld Proph-
ets, 509. With such a Saviour on our
side, we are certain to reach heaven if
we give it our all. 0
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You may have heard. • •
. . .ofthe conflictbetween goodandevilallyourlife, but therearemillions who haven't.

Please mail this form to
Hope International

P.o. Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328

younger Bible students. Please do not
enroll someone else without their con-
sent.
o Life Abundant Missionary Institute-
Check this box for course information
and an applic:ltion form to our Bible
Instruclor/Colporteur!Medical Mission·
ary training programs.

Name

Address

ThUTH
FOR lon-\.\'

"II"!::'F.h......

D Our Finn Foundation-5ubscription in-
fannalion may be found on page three of
this magazine, but check this box if you
arc a new reader and want to receive three
monthly samples before you decide.
There is no Obligation. Check for
information on 0 Spanish, 0 Korean, or
o Scandinavian language editions.

o Truth For Today-Ibis is a powerful
witnessing tool that briefly tells the story
of the Great Controversy from the Fall of
Lucifer to the earth made new. These nre
available in bulk quantities for distribu-
tion to non·Adventists. If you want a
single copy to look over first, just check
this box. A donation of one dollar to
cover post:lgc would be appreciated.

OTruth for Today Bible Correspond-
ence School-Check here to enroll in
either the 0 Truth for lbd:ly course, or the City Stale Zip
o Word of Truth course for new or 12/90JL _

What a difference it makes to understand what goes on behind the complicated play and counterplay of world events! Now we've
made it el'en easier to spread the understanding of thesc important issues.

Due to the enthusiastic response to this offer, we are about to print another 100,000 copies of the newsprint edition ofTruth For Today,
No.2. We worked hard to fit into its thirty-two pages the best panoramic sweep of
the last six-thousand ycars. Drawn entirely from Patriarchs and Prophets, The
Desire ofAges, and The Great Controversy, this magazine will open minds and
hearts to a completely different message from what the world is used to hearing.
Wc'vc drcssed up this issue with an attractive full-color cover, and on the back
cover we put an offer for five of Ellen White's books, including the three from
which thc text is drawn. The reader is also invited to sign up for the Word ofTruth
Bible correspondcncc lessons.

Option "B"
If you would like to order magazines
to be shipped to you to distribute to
your friends and neighbors, this
newsprint edition is available for the
following suggested donations: 1-3
copies, 50q ea.; 4-99 copies, 100 ea.
plus $1.50 per order; and 100 or
more copies, 14.5q ea. ($14.50 /
hundred), plus $3 per order. These
prices are POSTAGE PAID.

A donation for either ofthese offers is
tax-deductible.

Option "A"-This offer is good through June*
Would you like to mail Truth for Today to everyone served by your Zipcode or
another of your choice? Now, for a limited lime, we are making an offeryou can't
afford to pass up. Hope International wiJl pay for the magazine, thanks to
donations we have already received. All we ask is that you pay the postage-and
that's ollly 9¢ each! That's right, if you want us to mail Truth For Today to a Post
Office serving 1500 homes, it would cost you only $135. A town of 5000 homes
could be reached for $450, and 10,000 homes could be reached for only $900. If
you are interested in this offcr-either for your personal project, or perhaps for a
study group or Sabbath School class-please send us the following information:
(1) The zipcode to mail 10; (2) The phone number ofthe Post Office which serves
that zipcode; (3) the approximate number of residences on each rural route or
carricr route (we can help you get this information if necessary); and (4) your
phone number. Please note: in some "-
cases we may have to purchase r . . . . . . I
address labels for your IOwn at an For more mformatIon concernmg the publIcatIons and servIces
additional cost of 1-3q per address. of Hope International, check the boxes that apply
'You may assist liS in continuing to
pay for the printing of the magazine
(and making Option "A" available)
by sending your donations marked
"Truth for Today Printing."
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Gllm ,..,. t·
The "Great Controversy"

in the FaDlily

1. You must understand and practice
the principles of love

Jolm Grosboll, dean a/the Institute a/Minis-
try, Wichita, Kansosl writes from his home in
Keene, Texas

"'Rue love is not a strong, fiery,
impetuous passion. On the contrary, it is
calm and deep in its nature. It looks
beyond mere externals and is attracted
by qualities alone. It is wise and dis-
criminating, and its devotion is real and
abiding. God tests and proves us by the
common occurences of life. It is the little
things which reveal the chapters of the
heart. It is the little aTtelltiolls, the

principles and techniques to use in co-
operation with the divine powers. Also,
because of our feebleness of mind, God
has condescended to spell out in simple
terms the operating principles of divine
government which will bring an atmos-
phere of heaven into the home.
Below, some of the operating prin-

ciples of God's government are sum-
marized in the setting of the family.

GOD designed the home to be "a every member of the family, then that
little heaven upon earth" where entire home will be like heaven. Notice

love, sympathl' and true courtesy would how the following statements support
be cultivated. Unfortunately Satan also this idea: ''Love to man is the earthward
has made plans for the family to destroy manifestation of the love of God. It was
its happiness. "No unpleasant words are to implant this love, to make us children
spoken in heaven. There no unkind of one family, that the King of glory
thoughts are cherished.... Well does became one with us.... When we love
Satan know what heaven is, and what the world as He has loved it, then for us
the influence of the angels is. His work His mission is accomplished. We are
is to bring into every family the cruel fitted for heaven; for we have heaven in
elements of self-will, harshness, selfish- our hearts."s "When self is merged in
ness. Thus he seeks to destroy the happi- Christ, love springs forth spontaneously.
ness of the family."Zlf a spouse gives in The completeness of Christian character
to the devil's temptations instead of is attained when the impulse to help and
being like heaven, the home may be bless others springs constantly from
made into a veritable hell for the other within-when the sunshine of heaven
spouse3 fills the heart and is revealed in the
1b the extent that we follow the countenance.'>6

principles of God's government, to that Briefly, the secret for having a happy
extent our homes can become like marriage is for both the husband and
heaven. A large part of getting ready to wife to become sanctified. When the
go to heaven is learning how to live the above described state of character is
Christlike life at home. It was heaven to attained by both spouses, their marriage
be in Jesus' presence4 and when it is will be like heaven on earth. To under-
ieaven to be in our presence, then we stand and attain to this divine standard of
will be ready to go to heaven; and if it is character we will now look at some
like heaven to be in the presence of additional statements which give us

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!{II
June 1991 Our Firm FQtltuJatioll 25



The love of Christ mellows the heart and
smooths all roughness from the disposition.
Let us learn from Him how to combine a high
sense of purity and integrity with sunniness of
temperament

llluneroltS small incidents and simple
courtesies of life, that make up the sum
of life'S happiness; and it is the neglect
of kindly, encouraging, affectionate
words, and the little courtesies of life,
which helps compose the sum of life's
wretchedness. lt will be found at last that
the denial of self for the good alld
happiness of those around us constitutes
a large share oflhe life record in heaven.
And the fact will also be revealed that
the care of self, irrespective of the good
and happiness of others, is not beneath
the notice of our heavenly Father. ...

"Love cannot live without action,
and every act increases, strengthens, and
extends it. Love will gain the victory
when argument and authority are power-
less. Love works not for profit nor re-
ward; yet God has ordained that great
gain shall be the certain result of every
labor of love. It is diffusive in its nature
and quiet in its operation, yet strong and
mighty in its purpose to overcome great
evils. It is melting and transforming in
its influence, and will take hold of the
lives of the sinful and affect their hearts
when every other means has proved
unsuccessful."7

"In many families there is a great
lack in expressing affection one for
another. While there is no need of
sentimentalism, there is need of ex-
pressing love and tenderness in a
chaste, pure, dignified way. Many ab-
solutely cultivate hardness of heart,

and in word and action reveal the
satanic side of the character. Tender
affection should ever be cherished be-
tween husband and wife, parents and
Children, brothers and sisters.
"Every hasty word should be

checked, and there should not be even the
appearance of the lack of love one for
another. It is the dUly of everyolle ill the
family 10 be pleasafll, to speak killdly. ...
Each olle should seek ill every possible
way 10 please alld make happy the mem-
bers ofthe family circle. ...
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"That which we cultivate in our asso-
ciation with others in this life, goes down
into the grave with us, and will be un-
changed when we come up from the
grave. Many are deceiving themselves by
thinking that the character will be trans-
formed at the coming of Christ; but there
will be no conversion of heart at His
appearing. Our defects of character must
here be repented of, and through the grace
of Christ we must overcome them while
probation shall last. This is the place for
fitting up for thc family above."8

"Often it is OUI own attitude, the
atmosphere that surrounds ourselves,
which determines what will be revealed
to us in another. There are many who
regard the expression of love as a weak-
ness, and they maintain a reserve that
repels others. This spirit checks the cur-
rent of sympathy. As the social and
generous impulses are repressed, they
wither, and the heart becomes desolate
and cold. We should beware of this
error. Love cannot long exist without
expression. Lct not the heart of one
connected with you starve for the want
of kindness and sympathy. ,'"

"It will not observe little mistakes
and be quick to mark Iitlle errors.',tO

2. Specific counsel to husbands and
wives

"Let all seek to discover the excel-
lencies rather than the defccts....

"Determine to be all that it is
possible to be to each other. .

"Around every family there is a
sacred circle that should be kept un-
broken. Within this circle no other per-
son has a right to come....

"Let each give love rather than exact
it. Cultivate that which is noblest in
yourselves, and be quick to recognize
the good qualities in cach other. The
consciousness of being appreciated is a
wonderful stimulus and satisfaction.
Sympathy and respect encourage the

striving after excellence, and love itself
increases as it stimulates to nobler aims.

"Neither the husband nor the wife
should attempt to exercise over the other
an arbitrary control. Do not try to com-
pel each other to yield to your wishes.
You cannot do this and retain each
other's love....

"Seize upon every opportunity for
contributing to the happiness of those
around you. Remember that true joy can
be found only in unselfish service."ll

"The love of Christ mellows the
heart and smooths all roughness from
the disposition. Let us learn from Him
how to combine a high sense of purity
and integrity with sunniness of tempera-
ment."12

If we summarize 1 Corinthians 13:4-
8 and the quotations above, the prin-
ciples of love include:

1. Love produces lasting devotion, not
just to the external qualities of the loved
one but to the real intrinsic qualities.

2. Love will do good and nothing but
good to the loved one.

3. Love practices self-denial and
self-sacrifice for the good of the loved
one.

4. Love is never self-centered or
concerned about one's own happiness. It
always focuses on the good and happi-
ness of the loved one. True love is never
focused on self. Self-love is selfishness
and not love at all.

5. Love is never impatient.
6. Love always practices kindness. It

results in genuine heartfelt courtesy.
7. Love is never proud; it is humble.
8. Love does not become irritated,

but always practices self-control.
9. Love will never be involved in a

work or act of falsehood, but always
tells the truth.

3. You must have family government

"Children who have never learned to
obey will have weak and impulsive
characters. They may profess to be
Christians, but how sad is their ex-
perience. They seek to rule, but have not
learned to submil. ...

"The happiness of every child may
be secured by strong, even discipline. A
child's truest graces consist in modesty
and obedience-in attentive ears to hear
the words of direction, in willing feet
and hands to walk and work in the path
of duty.... In our own training of chil-
dren, and in the training of the children



Love cannot live without action, and every act
increases, strengthens, and extends it. Love
will gain the victory when argument and
authority are powerless

of others, we have proved that they
never love parents and guardians less for
restraining them from doing evil."l3

"Parents, for Christ's sake do not
Jlunder in your most important work,
that of molding the characters of your
children for time and for eternity. An
error on your part in neglect of faithful
instruction, or in the indulgence of that
unwise affection which blinds your
eyes to their defects and prevents you
from giving them proper restraint, will
prove their ruin. Your course may give a
wrong direction to all their future
career.,,14

"Parents do not see.... They do not
forcsee the result of their course. They
do not feel that their children need the
tenderest culture, the most careful dis-
cipline in the divine life.... Satan is
ever seeking to wrest these youth from
the hands of Christ, and parents do not
discern that the great adversary is
planting his hellish banners close by
their sides. They are so blinded they
think it is the banner of Christ."15
"By ambition or indolence, skepti-

cism or self-indulgence, Satan allures
the young from the narrow path of holi-
ness cast up for the ransomed of the
Lord to walk in. They do not generally
'ave this path all at once. They are won
away by degrees. Having taken one
wrong step, they lose the witness of the
Spirit to their acceptance with God."l6

4. Make character building a top pri-
ority

"Evening and morning Jom with
your children in God's worship, reading
His Word and singing His praise. Thach
them to repeat God's law....

"Banish the discord of scolding and
fretting. Never exhibit passion...
"Your work is not to form beauty

upon canvas, nor to chisel it from
marble, but to impress upon a human
soul the image of the Divine.... Your
labor will bc rewarded a thousand-
fold."n
"Your conversation, the way in

which you manage your business mat-
ters, the likes and dislikes to which you
give expression, all help in molding the
character. The kindly disposition, the
self-control, the self-possesion, the
courtesy your child sees in you, will be
daily lessons to him."l8

"There is a cause for the spirit of
insubordination that exists in the family
and the State, and that threatens to over-

throw the very foundations of govern-
ment. It is to be found in the growing
disregard for the law of God. In ancient
times parents were commanded to dil-
igently teach its sacred precepts to their
children, that they might thus become
acquainted with the character of God,
and His claims upon them. But men
have become wiser, in their own conceit,
than their Maker. Many have set aside
the law of God, and have followed their
own judgment in preference to His re-
vealed will. How terrible has been the
results of this teaching upon the youth!
Self-indulgence, dissipation, profanity,

and even greater crimes prevail to an
extent that is frightful to contemplate."l9

S. Follow health principles to have a
happy home

Know the laws of health-"There
is a natural tendency with all to be
sentimental, rather than practical. . , . Our
children who are receiving an education
at school, should become intelligent in
regard to their own bodies, the habita-
tion God has given them, and bring their
knowledge to bear upon their everyday
life, that they may become intelligent in
regard to the relation their eating, dress-
ing, and walking, sustain to life, health,
and happiness."zo
Diet-"It is important that the little

ones be taught that they eat to live, not
live to eat; that appetite must be held in
abeyance to the will; and that the will
must be governed by caim, intelligent
reason. .. It is not so difficult as is
generally supposed to teach the little
child to stifle its outbursts of temper, and
subdue its fits of passion,"21

"The child should be given food only
at regular intervals, and less frequently
as it grows older ,"22

"Regularity in eating should be care-
fully observed. Nothing should be eaten
between meals, no confectionery, nuts,
fruits, or food of any kind."23

"Children have rights, they have
preferences, and when these preferences
are reasonable they should be re-
spected.''''
Dress-"If the dress of the child

combines warmth, protection, and com-
fort, one of the chief causes of irritation
and restlessness will be removed."25

"Children should be clad in plain
garments without ruffles or orna-
ments."Z6

"Children should be taught that sim-
plicity of dress is to be preferred to gaudy
display. They should learn that dress is a
small matter in comyarison with the acts

of their daily life, and the character they
are forming for eternity.... They should
be guarded against pride of beauty of
form or features. No idle words of praise
of these attractions should ever fall upon
their ears....

Thll your children how little the
Saviour values the vain things of earth....
Thus Christ exalts natural simplicity
above artificial adornment. ... Impress
upon their minds the fact that purity of
heart and beauty of character are the
only ornaments necessary for them to
wear in order to enter the heavenly
courts,"27

Avoid sexual excess-"Sanctifica-
tion is a progressive work; it is not
attained to in an hour or a day, and then
maintained without any special effort on
our part.... God requires them to control
their married lives from any excesses.
But very few feel it to be a religious duty
to govern their passions.... Even men
and women professing godliness give
loose rein to their lustful passions, and
have no thought that God holds them
accountable for the expenditure of vital
energy, which weakens their hold on life
and enervates the entire system.

"The marriage covenant covers sins
of the darkest hue. Men and women
professing godliness debase their own
bodies through the indulgence of corrupt

Continued on 30
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mandments. That holy standard is set
aside because finite man thinks he sees a
better way.

Atheism and infidelity prevail in
every land. Bold blasphemers stand
forth in the earth, the house of God's
own building, and deny the existence of
the Creator, and challenge the God of
heaven to strike them dead on the spot if
their position is wrong. Behold the
societies of infidels everywhere forming
to devise means to spread their hellish
poisons! See the papists plotting how to
suppress the Word of God, and to cover
up the truth with the rubbish of error!

In view of all these influences which
are at work in the world to instill infidel
sentiments into the minds of the rising
generation, shall those parents who have
the light of truth aid in this work? Shall
they, by their example, their influence,
give the impression to their own chil-
dren and to the world that it makes little
difference whether they obey God in
every particular? We all need both sound
Bible doctrine and pure heart religion in
order that we may represent the truth as
it is in Jesus. We need continually to
breathe the vitalizing atmosphere of
heaven that we may have spiritual health
and strength. The law ofGod must be an
abiding, active principle in the heart, if
we would exert a correct influence over
others. It must have a controlling in-
fluence upon the conscience and the
understanding, and upon the thoughts,
and words, and deeds.

In the strength of God, parents must
arise and command their households
after them. They must learn to repress
wrong with a firm hand, yet without
impatience or passion. They should not
leave the children to guess at what is
right; but should point out the way in
unmistakable terms, and teach them to
walk therein. Parents should pray mUCh,
and should lead the minds of the children
up to God and heaven. A religion of
simple faith in the all-atoning sacrifice ot
Christ, and of implicit obedience to

Religion in
the Home

disobedient, unthankful, and unholy.
Such parents are under the rebuke of
God. They have neglected to bring their
children up in the nurture and admoni·
tion of the Lord. They have failed to
teach them the first lesson in Chris-
tiartity: "The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom." Psalm 111:10.
"Foolishness," says the wise man, "is
bound in the heart of a child." Proverbs
22:15. The love of folly, the desire to do
evil, the hatred of holy things, are some
of the difficulties that parents must meet
in the home mission field.
There are many, even among those

who profess to be Christians, who do not
take up their home duties in the fear of
the Lord. There is many a prayerless
home, and that, too, among those who
profess to believe the special truths for
this time. The Bible is not brought into
the family as the guide of life. The
parents, not being men and women of
prayer, do not train and command their
households in the way of God's com-

Ellen G. White

I F religion is to influence society, it mustfirst influence the home circle. If chil-
dren were trained 10 love and fear God at
home, when they go forth into the world
they would be prepared to train their own
families for God, and thus the principles
of truth would become implanted in
society, and would exert a telling in-
fluence in the world. Religion should not
be divorced from home education. May
God pity the parents who do not teach
their children by precept and by example
the way of the Lord; for they will bave a
fearful account to give to the Judge of all
the earth for their wicked neglect of duty
to their children and to society. They
should present to their children the divine
warnings against sin, and teach them the
importance of implicit obedience. They
should show them the danger of joining
hands with the world if they ever expect to
become children ofGod.

Many Christian parents fail to com-
mand their children after them, and then
wonder that their children are perverse,
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God's moral rule of right, will make the
household such a one as Heaven can
smile upon. It will be productive ofpurity
and peace; for they are obeying that
Guide who came from heaven to earth to
lead erring man to the mansions above.

Oh, the sin of parental neglect! How
many children are lost to God and be-
come a source of sorrow and distress to
their parents, because they are not
trained according to God's express
directions! What a history the Judgment
will reveal of affliction and misery pro-
duced by the children of parents who
professed to be Christians, but who did
not make the Word of God their stand-
ard, their rule of life! What a record of
crimes of every magnitude will then be
opened to the view ofparents, and traced
to their lax discipline! Their children,
like Eli's, did wickedly from childhood;
but instead of firmly restraining them,
they caressed and indulged them. The
inborn evil of the natural heart was
permitted to grow and strengthen. Even
the house of God was not revered.

Eli was a believer in God and in His
Word; but he did not, like Abraham,
"command" his children and his
hold after him. Genesis 18:19. Let us

Introducing . ..

hear what God says about Eli's neglect:
"Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at
which both the ears of everyone that
heareth it shall tingle." 1 Samuel 3:11.
The Lord had borne long with Eli. He
had been warned and instructed; but,
like the parents of today, he had not
heeded the warning. But when the Lord
took hold of the case, He ceased not till
He had made thorough work. He says:
"When I begin, I will also make an end.
For I have told him that I will jUdge his
house for ever for the iniquity which he
knoweth; because his sons made them-
selves vile, and he restrained them not.'·
1 Samuel 3:12-13

Here the neglect of Eli is brought
plainiy before every father and mother
in the land. As the result of his un-
sanctified affection or his unwillingness
to do a disagreeable duty, he reaped a
harvest of iniquity in his perverse sons.
Both the parent who permitted the
wickedness and the children who prac-
ticed it were guilty before God, and He
would accept no sacrifice or offering for
their transgression.

There are many lessons in the Bible
calculated to impress fathers and
mothers with the sin of neglecting their

duty to their children; and yet how silent
are the voices of the teachers in Israel on
these important subjects. Parents allow
the defects in their children to pass
uncorrected until the curse of God rests
upon both their children and themselves.
Like Eli, they do not show decision in
repressing the first appearance of evil.

[n what striking contrast do the cases
of Eli and Abraham stand! The example
of one is given that parents may shun a
similar course; the example of the other
is given for parents to imitate. The char-
acteristics of each stand out sharp and
distinct. Each was doing a work the
result of which would not only be seen
in his own life, but would reach down to
future generations, to his children, and
to his children's children. The influence
that a person exerts in his own family is
that which testifies of the genuineness of
his religious experience. Neglectful and
unfaithful there, he will be unfaithful
everywhere. Home religion, home train-
ing, is what is now most needed. The
future of society is indexed by the youth
of today. 0

Review and Herald, vol. 2, 41 (May 4,
1886)

TwoCorrespondenceCourses
offeredby Life AbundantMissionary Institute

The Creator'sMasterpiece
The purpose of this course of human anatomy and physiology

is to acquaint the end-time follower of Christ with how his or her
physical being is structured and how it functions. This knowledge
is essential to be able to respond positively to the call of the three
angels' messages to fear God and give glory to Him.

This course has been successfully presented several times to
students on the campus of life Abundant Missionary Institute. It
is simple enough to be understood by children and complete
enough to be of real benefit to youth and adults. The course is
based on a unique textbook entitled The Creator'sMasterpiece.
This textbook is profusely illustrated. It was prepared and
published in its present form especially for this course. It
contains eleven chapters covering in a modest, Christian way all
systems of human anatomy and physiology.

The total expense of the course is $95. This price includes all
materials, postage, and the lessons-by-lesson evaluations and
clarifications by the instructor as needed. The textbook may bel ordered separately for $6 plus $1 postage.

Literature Evangelism
We are living in a crisis. People are asking questions and we

have the answers. What are you doing about it? Life Abundant
Missionary Institute introduces the Literature Evangelism
Correspondence Course. An experienced instructor, following
the guidelines of the Spirit of Prophecy, will take you step by
step, from the door to the close of the sale-a comprehensive
course. And by following the principles of the course, selling the
books provided, you can regain the tuition cost and even pay for
the gas (as much as $100.00). For just $245.00 you will be on
your way to become a soldier for Christ.

1b register or obtain information on either correspondence
course, write or call:

Life Abundant Missionary Institute
40416 123rd Ave. Ct. East
Eatonville, WA 98328

(206) 832·6602
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When things go crossways at your homes,
strike up a song about the matchless charms of
the Son of God, and I tell you, when you touch
this strain, Satan will leave you

The "Great Controversy"
Continued [rom 27

passions, and thus lower themselves
beneath the brute creation. . Yet be-
cause they are married they think they
commit no sin.28

Help children avoid masturba-
tion-"Some who make a high profes-
sion do not understand the sin of self-
abuse and its sure results. Long-estab-
lished habit has blinded their under-
standing. They do not realize the ex-
ceeding sinfulness of this degrading sin,
which is enervating the system and dc-
stroying their brain nerve power..
The brain nerves which communicate
with the entire system are the only me-
dium through which Heaven can com-
municate to man and affect his inmost
life. Whatever disturbs the circulation of
the electric currents in the nervous sys-
tem lessens the strength of the vital
powers, and the result is a deadening of
the sensibilities of the mind....

"Idleness is a curse. It produces li-
centious habits.... Moral principle,
strictly carried out, becomes the only
safeguard of the soul. If ever there was a
time when the diet should be of the most
simple kind, it is now. Meat should not
be placed before our children. Its in-
fluence is to excite and strengthen the
lower passions, and has a tendency to
deaden the moral powers."29

Do not have too many children-
"The father should see to it that the
mother is not overburdenedwith the care
of many children. Children are not to be
crowded upon her so that her physical
strength and training capabilities are
taxed. Men and women should carefully,
conscientiously consider, with an eye
singlc to the glory of God, what is in-
volved in bringing children into the
world. When mothers bring forth chil-
dren in rapid succession, the burdens of
caring for and training them arc so heavy
that they become discouraged, and are
not able to accomplish the work that they
should in educating their numerous and
fast-increasing flock."30

6. Control your words if you want a
happy home

"Whenever you take up the duty that
lies nearest you, then God will bless you
and hear your prayers.... The first mis-
sionary work is to see that love, light,
and joy come into the home circle....
Every morning we should think, What
kind act can I do today? What tender
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word can I speak? Kind words at home
are blessed sunshine. The husband needs
them, the wife needs them, the children
need them."31

7. Have family worship

"In every family there should be a
fixed time for morning and evening
worship.... The father, or, in his ab-
sence, the mother, should conduct the
worship, selecting a portion of Scripture
that is interesting and easily understood.
The service should be short. When a
long chapter is read and a long prayer

offered, the service is made wearisome,
and at its close a sense of relief is felt.
God is dishonored when the hour of
worship is made dry and irksome, when
it is so tedious, so lacking in interest,
that the children dread it.
"Fathers and mothers, each morning

and evening gather your children around
you, and in humble supplication lift the
heart to God for he1p."32
"When things go crossways at your

homes, strike up a song about the match-
less charms of the Son of God, and I tell
you, when you touch this strain, Satan
will leave you. You can drive out the
enemy with his gloom; his dark shadow
will be swept from your pathway by
praising God, and you can see, Oh, so
much clearer, the love and compassion
of your heavenly Father. It is Satan's
studied effort to eclipse the light of the
Sun of Righteousness so that you cannot
see it. Your mind should be uplifted to
God; you should have praise meetings in
your family and in the church. Do not
tell a dismal story al any time or in any
place."33
"The law of God is to be kept

before the minds of the children as the
great moral standard. When they rise
up, and when they sit down, when they
go out, and when they come in, this
law is to be taught them as the great
rule of life, and its principles are to be

interwoven with all their experience.
They arc to be taught to be honest,
truthful, temperate, economical, and
industrious, and to love God with the
whole hear!. ... They should make
them acquainted with the great pillars
of OUf faith, the reasons why we are
Seventh-day Adventists-why we arc
called, as were the children of Israel, to
be a peculiar people, a holy nation,
separate and distinct from all other
people on the face of the earth. These
things should be explained to the chil-
dren in simple language, easy to be
understood."34

"When children err, parents should
take time to read to them tenderly from
the Word of God such admonitions as
are particularly applicable to their case
When they are tried, tempted, or dis-
couraged, cite then to its precious words
of comfort, and gently lead them to put
their trust in Jesus."35

8. Helpful counsels

Keep your children oceupied-
"Mothers, keep your children occupied.
If you fail to do this, Satan will do it for
you. Set them some task to do each day.
As early in life as possible, children
should be trained to share the burdens of
the home."36
Always practice eourtesy-"The

principle inculcated by the injunction,
'Be ye kindly affectioned one to
another,' lies at the very foundation of
domestic happiness. Christian courtesy
should reign in every household....
The wife and mother may bind the hearts
of her husband and children to her own
by the strong chords of love, if in her
intercourse with them she will manifest
unvarying love in gentle words and
courteous deportment. .. .J7

"Kind, cheerful, and encouraging
words will prove more effective than th,
most healing medicines. These will
bring courage to the heart of the de-



sponding and discouraged, and the hap-
piness and sunshine brought into the
family by kind acts and encouraging
words will repay the effort tenfold. The
usband ... should not come to his
home with a clouded brow, but should
with his presence bring sunlight into the
family, and should encourage his wife to
look up and believe in God. Unitedly
they can claim the promises of God and
bring His rich blessing into the family.
Unkindness, complaining, and anger
shut Jesus from the dwelling. I saw that
angels of God will nee from a house
where there are unpleasant words, fret-
fulness, and strife."38

Locate your home in the country-
"Instead of the crowded city, seek some
retired situation where your children
will be so far as possible, shielded from
temptation, and there train them for use-
fulness. "39
Shun arc un-

happy in their home life, because they
are trying so hard to keep up appear-
ances.... While collecting material for
enjoyment they lose the capacity for
happiness....

"In many households, there are four
walls and costly furniture, velvet carpets
and plate-glass mirrors; and this place is
vrongly named Home. That sacred
,ord does not belong to the glittering
mansion, where the joys of domestic life
are unknown....

"The children are the last thought of
in such a home.... Finding no pleasure
in their own homes, but only uncom-
fortable restrictions, they choose to brcak
away from the household as soon as
possible. It docs not require expensive
furniture and costly tapestry to make
children contented and happy in their
homes; but it is necessary that the parents
give them tender love and careful atten-
tion.... Gentle manners, cheerful con-
versation and Joving words, will make
home more attractive than any ornaments
that can be bought or sold....

"Pleasant voices, gentle manners,
and sincere affection that finds expres-
sion in all the actions, make even the
hovel the happiest of homes upon which
the Creator looks with approbation, unto
which arc attracted, the inmates of
which, though they have not 'that out-
ward adorning of plaiting the hair, and
of wearing of gOld, or of putting on of
apparel,' have that which is far better,
'he ornament of a meek and quiet spirit
",hich is, in the sight of God of great
price.' "40 1 Peter 3:3-4

Show gratitude-"We should be
self-forgetful, ever looking out for op-
portunities, even in little things, to show
gratitude for the favors we have received
of others, and watching for opportunities
to cheer others and lighten and relieve
their sorrows and burdens by acts of
tender kindness and little deeds of love.
These thoughtful courtesies, that, com-
mencing in our families, extend outside
the family circle, help make up the sum
of life's happiness; and the neglect of
these little things makes up the sum of
life's bitterness and sorrow.,,41

Be gentle-"We must speak no un-
kind word, either at home or abroad; we
must be gentle and considerate toward
all. We cannot be fretful and impatient,
and still be Christians; for a fretful,
impatient spirit is not the Spirit of
Christ."42

Practice economy_UParents should
learn to live within their means. They
should cultivate self-denial in their chil-
dren, teaching them by precept and ex-
ample. They should make their wants
few and simple, that there may be time
for mental improvement and spiritual
culture.,,43

"The Lord has been pleased to pre-
sent before me the evils which result
from spendthrift habits, that [ might
admonish parents to teach their children
strict economy."44

Practice temperance-"God's com-
mands are never designed to make men
unhappy. They are the dictates of in-
finite wisdom, goodness, and love.
While they secure the glory of God, they
also promote the happiness of men. His
restrictions are a safeguard against de-
pravity of heart and corruption of life.
The appetites and passions, indulged
without restraint, enslave and degrade
the higher and nobler powers.

"Intemperance in eating and drink-
ing leads to the indulgence of animal
passions. And those who, understanding
the effect of their course, indulge ap-
petite and passion at the expense of
health and usefulness, are preparing the
way to disregard all moral obligations.
When temptation assails them, they
have little power of resistance. This was
the cause of Israel's continual backslid-
ing; and it is the reason why there is so
much crime and so little true godliness
·in the world today. The only path of
safety is the path of daily restraint and
self-denial.

"Nothing but the power of God,
combined with human effort can accom-

plish the work of ennobling and
uptifting ow race.,,45

How to have Jesus in your home

"As a little child come to God, pre-
senting yourself as suppliant at His feet;
· .. He is ever ncar us.... How witting
is Christ to take possession of the soul
temple if we will let Him! He is repre-
sented as waiting and knocking at the
door of the heart. Then why does He not
enter? lt is because the love of sin has
closed the door of the heart. As soon as
we consent to give sin up, to acknowl-
edge our guilt, Ihe barrier is removed
between the soul and Saviour."46 0
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CampMeeting 1991
is coming soon (July 17-21). Pleaseplan to join us.
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First Meeting
Wednesday
7:30P.M.

Tenioo

• Chehalis

Northwest Motor Inn-25 miles north ofHope
International. Call (206) 841-2600.
Eagle's Nest Motel-10 miles south ofHope
International. Call (206) 569-2533.
La Grande Hotel and RV Park-10 miles scuth of
Hope International. Call (20§) 832-6643.

If you plan to attend the Eatonville camp meeting, and wish to stay 011 our grounds,
you are more thanwelcome. We ask that you write or call to make a reservation. We
do not expect a shortage of room, but we need to have this information in order to
make the best use of our facilities. Water and restrooms will be available at several
locations on the grounds. There will be limited shower facilities, but hookups for
water, sewer, and electricity are not available. Please plan on a real campmeeting.
As usual, therewill be no charge for staying on our campus, but we cannot provide
either lodging or food except in very unusual circumstances. Please do not take it for
granted that we will be able to provide special services for those who need them.
Instead, please call and let us know what your needs are. Wewill do our
best to accommodate all who desire to attend, but, unfortunately, there are
limits to what our staff can undertake during the hustle and bustle ofcamp
meeting.
If you do not plan to stay on our grounds, you need not
make a reservation with us. You should, however, make
reservations ahead of time at the hotel or motel of your
choice. The following may be ofsome assistance:
Mill VillageMotel-2 miles south ofHope International.
Call (206) 832-3200.
Motel Puyallup--25 miles north ofHope International.
Call (206) 845-8825.

Life Abundant-====== Missionary Institute
- now offers short training courses.

See page 1510r details.

Hope International
P.O. Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328

Nonprofil
u.s. Postage

Paid
HOPE

I!"ITERNATIONAL

Address Correction Requested
Forwarding and Return Postage Guaranteed


