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EVERY day at Hope International
we receive a basket of mail. Much

of it is thanking us for our ministry and
Our Firm Foundation. Some of the let-
ters tell of tragic experiences that many
of God's faithful, loyal, and obedient
people are experiencing in their
churches. Some have been disfellow-
sbiped, others censured, some are re-
fused church positions because they
stand for the traditional beliefs of the
pioneers of our beloved church. What a
tragedy!

Ellen White, the prophet of the
Lord to His remnant, tells how the way-
marks of our faith, which became the
pillars, the doctrines of our church
were established:

"Many of our people do not realize
how fIrmly the foundation of our faith
has been laid. My husband, Elder
Joseph Bates, Father Pierce, Elder
[Hiram1Edson, and others who were
keen, noble, and truc, were among those
who, after the passing of the time in
1844, searched for the truth as for hid-
den treasure. I met with them, and we
studied and prayed earnestly. Often we
remained together unW late at night,
and sometimes through the entire night,
praying for light and studying the Word.
Again and again these brethren carne to-
gether to study the Bible, in order that
they might know its meaning, and be
prepared to teach it with power. When
they carne to the point in their study
where they said, 'We ean do nothing
more,' the Spirit of the Lord would
come upon me, I would be taken off in
vision, and a clear explanation of the
passages we had been studying would
be given mc, with instruction as to how
we were to labor and teach effectively.
Thus light was given that helped us to
understand the Scriptures in regard to
Christ, His mission, and His priesthood.
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A line of truth extending from that time
to the time when we shall enter the city
of God, was made plain to me, and [
gave to others the instruction that the
Lord had given me.

"During this whole time [ could not
understand the reasoning of the brethren.
My mind was locked, as it were, and I
could not comprehend the meaning of
the Scriptures we were studying. This
was one of the greatest sorrows of my
life. I was in this condition of mind until
all the principle points of our faith were
made clear to our minds, in harmony
with the Word of God. The brethren
knew that when not in vision, I could
not understand these matters, and they
accepted as light direct from heaven the
revelations given." SelectedMessages,
book 1, 206-207

In Cowiseis to Writers andEdilors
on page 30, God identifies through His
prophet the "passing of the time in 1844
was a period of great events, opening to
our astonished eyes the cleansing of the
sanctuary transpiring in heaven, and
having decided relation to God's people
upon the earth, [also] the rust and sec-
ond angels' messages and the third, un-
furling the banner on which was in-
scribed, 'The commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus.' One of the land-
marks under this message was the
temple of God, seen by His truth-loving
people in heaven, and the ark containing
the law ofGod. The light ofthe Sabbath
of the fourth commandment flashed its
strong rays in the pathway of the trans-
gressors of God's law. The nonimmortal-
ity of the wicked is an old landmark."

Now not one peg or pin of these
landmarks is to be changed or mod-
ified.

Tragieally, very few Seventh-day
Adventists understand the three angels'
messages or the cleansing of the sanctu-
ary message-and very few of our min-
isters preach on these very important
subjects.

"I saw a company who stood well
guarded and firm, giving no coun-
tenance to those who would unsettle the

established faith of the body. God
looked upon them with approbation. I
was shown three steps--the first, sec-
ond, and third angels' messages. Said
my accompanying angel, 'Woe to him
who shall move a block or stir a pin of
these messages. The true understanding
of these messages is of vital importance.
The destiny of souls hangs upon the
manner in which they are received.' "
Early Writings, 258-259

Satan has come down to the faith-
ful, loyal, and obedient Seventh-day
Adventists with great wrath because he
has a very short time left.

His agents arc attempting to remove
the pillars that were to make us a
peculiar and holy people. Ellen White
prophesied that this attempt would be
made just before the close of our proba-
tion and the end of time. "After the truth
has been proclaimed as a witness to all
nations, every conceivable power of evil
will be set in operation, and minds will
be confused by many voices crying, 'Lo,
here is Christ; 10, He is there. This is the
truth, I have the message from God, He
has sent me with great light.' Then there
will be a removing of the landmarks,
and an attempt to tear down the pillars
of our faith." The Seventh-dayAdventist
Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 985

There is no time for compromise.
The faithful in God's church are pray-
ing for unity in the faith-but not
through compromise.

"Jesus prayed that His followers
might be one; but we are not to sacri-
fice the truth in order to secure this
union, for we are to be sanctified
through the truth. Here is the founda-
tion of all true peace. Human wisdom
would change all this, pronouncing this
basis too narrow. Men would try to ef-
fect unity through concession to popu-
lar opinion, through compromise with
the world, a sacrifice of vital godliness.
But truth is God's basis for the unity of
His people."Review alld Herald, vol.
2,560

Ron Spear-EDITOR
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The trial began and the witnesses
gave their testimony. There was no
doubt; a murder had been committed,
and our young man was involved.
Though our key witness, his mother, was
not at the scene of the crime, she could
testify about his character as he was
growing up. She described his childhood
and teenage years. She cried through all
of her testimony as any mother might in
sueh a situation. Her tears were a plea to
spare her son's life.

The jury heard. They returned a ver-
dict of guilty of first degree murder, but
they recommended tife in prison rather
than death.

Maybe death would have been the
appropriate penalty for the crime that had
been committed, but the jury mingled
mercy with justice and spared this young
man's life.

How often we see that God does the
same with us-mingles mercy with jus-
tice. We each deserve death-"The wages
of sin is death," but God in His great
mercy has provided away, ifwe choose it,
to have tife instead of death.

Most of us will not face a murder trial
here on earth during this life; but if at any
time we have claimed to belong to Jesus,
our names will appear before a heavenly
tribunal which is even now convened.
Then we shall be judged.

"Every individual has a soul to save or
to lose. Each has a ease pending at the bar
of God. Each must meet the great JUdge
face to face. How important, then, that
every mind contemplate often the solemn
scene when the judgment shall sit and the
books shall be opened, when, with Daniel,
every individual must stand in his lot, at
the end of the days."Evangelism, 222

Judgment for the Saints
H E was young-nineteen years

old. His mother and father had
hired my law partner and me to pro-
vide his legal defense. As we sat
aeross from him and observed his
demeanor and appearance, it was diffi-
cult to believe that he and several
other youth had been involved in the
brutal slaying of another young man
whom they had mistakenly believed to
be a narcotics agent. Drugs had
blinded their minds, and the resultant
paranoia had led them to beat and kick
a human being to death.

This case carried much publicity in
the Colorado Springs, Colorado, area.
The District Attorney not only wanted
a conviction of first degree murder, but
he also wanted the death penalty in-
voked. Plea bargains (allowing the
other young people involved to plead
to lesser charges) were made, and the
District Attorney built his case upon
the testimony of the others who had
been members of this communal
family of young people, male and
female, fourteen to nineteen years of
age.

When did the trial in heaven begin?

In Daniel 7, prophecy presents a
panorama of world history from the
time of the Babylonian empire to the
setting up of God's kingdom of glory.
In verse 7 pagan Rome is spoken of, and
in verse 8 papal Rome is aptly de-
scribed. In verses 9--10 there opens to
our view a court scene which takes
place in heaven some time after the
papal power has come into existence. In
verses 23-25 a more detailed descrip-
tion of pagan and papal Rome is given
with a definite time period described in
verse 25: "A time and times and the
dividing of time."-3 1/2 years; 42
months; 1260 days; 1260 prophetic
years: A.D. 538-1798.
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God is looking for those who will keep His
commandments with reverence and love for
Him, and seek to reproduce His character in
their own lives

In verse 26 the trial has started; thus
sometime after 1798 we have a trial
beginning in heaven. In Daniel 8:14 we
have a more definite statement as to
when that trial began: "Unto two thou-
sand and three hundred days; then shall
the sanctuary be cleansed."

In the typical Day of Atonement of
the Old Thstarnent dispensation, which
occurred once a year, the high priest
was involved in the transfer of the
rccord of sin (which was left in the holy
place of the earthly sanctuary through
thc daily sin offering by the blood of a
lamb) to the most holy place for exami-
nation, and finally to the scapegoat to
be carried into the wilderness. Thus was
the sanctuary of the earthly temple
cleansed.

The sanctuary in heaven is cleansed
as the records of the sins of God's
people are examined. If their sins have
been confessed and truly repented of,
then these sins are removed (blotted
out). This is the "investigative judg-
ment."

While this cleansing of the sanctu-
ary is continuing in heaven, God's
people are to be preaching the three
angels' messages on earth. "And I saw
another angel fly in the midst of heaven,
having the everlasting gospel to preach
unto them that dwell on the earth, and to
every nation, and kindred, and tongue,
and people, saying with a loud voice,
Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the
hour of His judgment is come: and
worship Him that made heaven, and
earth, and the sea, and the fountains of
waters. And there followed anolher
angcl, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fal-
len, that great city, because she made all
nations drink of the wine of the wrath of
her fornication. And the third angel
followed them, saying with a loud
voice, If any man worship the beast and
his image, and receive his mark in his
forehead, or in his hand, the same shall
drink of the wine of the wrath of God,
which is poured out without mixture
into the cup of His indignation; and he
shall be tormented with fire and brim-
stone in the presence of the holy angels,
and in the presence of the Lamb: and
the smoke of their torment ascendeth up
for ever and ever: and they have no rest
day nor night, who worship the beast
and his image, and whosoever receiveth
the mark of his name. Here is the
patience of the saints: here are they thaI
keep the commandments of God, and
the faith of Jesus." Revelation 14:6-12.

At the same time God's people are to be
afflicting their souls and seeking to
remove the sin from their lives through
God's grace and power. See Leviticus
16:30-31

The jUdgment scene, the cleansing of
the heavenly sancluary, began at the end
of the 2300 days, in 1844.

Who are involved as defendants?

10 1 Peter 4:17 we are advised: "For
the time is come that judgment must
begin at the house of God." In the typical
Day of Atonement in the Old Thstament
only those who were God's people were
involved in Ule annual cleansing of the
sanctuary.

In our courl scenc taking place in
heaven only the names of those who
have professed to belong to Jesus at
some time in their lives come before the
heavenly tribunal. Only thc names of
those who have claimed to be God's
people appear in the pre-Advent inves-
tigative judgment.

Who presides in the judgment?

"I beheld till the thrones were cast
down, and the Ancient of days did sit,
whose garment was white as snow, and
the hair of his head like the pure wool:
his throne was like the fiery flame, and
his wheels as burning fire.

"A fiery stream issued and came
forth from before him: thousand thou-
sands ministered unto him, and ten thou-
sand times ten thousand stood before
him: the judgment was set, and the
books were opened." Daniel 7:9-10

"The Ancient of Days is God the
Father. ... It is He, the Source of all
being, and the fountain of all law, that is
to preside in the judgment." The Great
Controversy, 479

Our Heavenly Father presides in this
court scene taking place in heaven's
Most Holy Place.

Who are tbe witnesses?

In Daniel 7, verse 10, "the books
were opened." Here we see that God has
records that contain the names and the
deeds of those who have claimed to be
His. These records or witnesses consist
of the book of life, wherein names are
recorded, and the book of remembrance,
wherein deeds are recorded. There is an
examinalion of these books.

In Psalm 69, verse 21, a reference is
given that is prophetic of the vinegar
offered to Jesus on the cross. Jesus is the
one speaking in this Psalm. Then we
read in verse 28: "Let them be blotted
out of the book of the living, and not be
written with the righteous." There is
none that are righteous in their own
strength. See Romans 3:10. But we can
have righteousness through faith in
Christ. Christ's righteousness is imputed
and imparted to us, as we let Him be
both Saviour and Lord in our lives.
Therefore one characteristic of those
that maintain their names in the book of
life is righteousness in Christ.

"Then they that feared the LoRD spake
often one to nnother: and the LoRD
harkened, and heard it, and a book of
remembrance was written before Him for
them that feared the LoRD, and that
thought upon His name." Malachi 3:16. In
Ecclesiastes 12:13 those that fear God are
also those who kcep His commandments.

God is looking for those who will
keep His commandments with reverence
and love for Him, and seek to reproduce
His character in their own lives ("They
thought upon His name."). Paul ac-
knowledges that those involved with
him in the outreach for souls will have
their names written in the book of life.
See Philippians 4:3. And in Revelation
3:5 we are informed that the overcomers
will be the ones whose names will not be
blotted out of the book of life.

Our works are important in this in-
vestigative judgment. "And I saw the
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But God has not left us in suspense in regard
to the outcome of this case. The verdict is
already in

dead, small and great, stand before God;
and the books were opened: and another
book was opened, which is the book of
life: and the dead were judged out of
those things which were written in the
books, according to their works." Rev-
elation 20:12

Please also review Exodus 32:32;
Luke 10:20; Daniel 12:1; and Revelation
21:27.
The books in heaven are used as

character witnesses for or against us in
this great heavenly tribunal and by their
witness they will truly reveal whether
we have faithfully continued in our
surrender of self to Jesus Christ our
Lord.

What are some of the other issues of
this trial?

"But I say unto you, that every idle
word that men shall speak, they shall
give account thereof in the day of judg-
ment. For by thy words thou shalt be
justified, and by thy words thou shalt be
condemned." Matthew 12:36-37

"Therefore jUdge nothing before the
time, until the Lord come, who both will
bring to light the hidden things of dark-
ness, andwill makemanifest the counsels
of the hearts: and then shall cvery man
have praise of God." 1 Corinthians 4:5

"Let us hear the conclusion of the
whole matter: Fear God, and keep His
commandments: for this is the whole
duty of man.

"For God shall bring every work into
judgment, with every secret thing,
whether it be good, or whether it be
evil." Ecclesiastes 12:13-14

Who will be your attorney?

I have sat in a courtroom where the
parties on thc other side of a case have
nervously looked again and again at
their watches and then at the door of the
courtroom. Their attorney had not yet
arrived. Will your attorney be there to
handle your case? Will Jesus be your
attorney? Are you sure He will accept
your case?

In I John 2: 1 we are told that Jesus is
our Attorney or Advocate. And in
Daniel 7:13 we can see that Jesus ap-
pears for this most important case. "For
Christ is not entered in to the holy places
made with hands, which are the figures
of the true; but into heaven itself, now to
appear in the presence of God for us."
Hebrews 9:24
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"Wherefore He is able also to save
them to the uttermost that come unto
God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to
make intercession for them." Hebrews
7:25

Jesus will not be late for this court-
room appointment. But He will not ac-
cept the cases of cverybody that might
request Him to be their attorney.
"Whosoever therefore shall confess

Me before men, him will I confess also
before My Father which is in heaven.
But whosoever shall deny Me before
men, him will [ deny before My Father
which is in heaven." Matthew 10:32-
33

"He who would confess Christ
must have Christ abiding in him. He
cannot communicate that which he has
not received. The disciples might
spcak nuently on doctrines, they might
repeat thc words of Christ Himself; but
unless they possessed Christlike meek-
ness and love, they were not confess-
ingHim....
"Men may deny Christ by evilspeak-

ing, by foolish talking, by words that are
untruthful or unkind. They may deny
Him by shunning life's burdens, by the
pursuit of sinful pleasure. They may
deny Him by conforming to the world,
by uncourteous behavior, by the love of
their own opinions, by justifying self, by
cherishing doubt, borrowing trouble,
and dwelling in darkness." Tire Desire of
Ages, 357

"Men may spcak nuently upon doc-
trines, and may express strong faith in
theories, but do {hey possess Christlike
meekness and love? If they reveal a
harsh, critical spirit, they are denying
Christ. If they are not kind, tender-
hearted, long-suffering, they are not like
Jesus; they are deceiving their own
souls. A spirit contrary to the love,
humility, meekness, and gentleness of
Christ, denies Him, whatever may be the
profession." Evangelism, 632

Will Jesus be your attorney?

Who is the prosecuting attorney?

"While Jesus is pleading for the sub-
jects of His grace, Satan accuses them
before God as transgressors. The great
deceiver has sought to lead them into
skepticism, to cause them to lose confi-
dence in God, to separate themselves
from His love, and to break His law.
Now he points to the record of their
lives, to the defects of character, the
unlikeness to Christ, which has dishon-
ored their Redeemer, to all the sins that
he has tempted them to commit, and
because of these he claims them as his
subjects.

"Jesus does nol excuse their sins, but
shows their penitence and faith, and,
claiming for them forgiveness, He lif1s
His wounded hands before the Father
and the holy angels, saying: [ know them
by name. I have graven them on the
palms of My hands. 'The sacrifices of
God are a broken spirit: a broken and
contrite heart, 0 God, Thou wilt nol
despise.' Psalm 51:17. And to the ac-
cuser of His people He declares: 'The
LoRD rebuke thee, 0 Satan; even the
LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke
thee: is not this a brand plucked out of
the fire?' Zechariah 3:2. Christ will
clothe His faithful ones with His own
righteousness, that He may present them
to His Father 'a glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing.' Ephesians 5:27. Their names
stand enrolled in the book of life, and
concerning them it is written: 'They
shall walk with Me in white: [or they are
worthy.' " Revelation 3:4; Tire Great
Controversy, 484

What will be the outcome?
As an attorney, one of the most

suspenseful times for me was when the
jury was out, and I was waiting for them
to rcturn with a verdict. But God has not
left us in suspense in regard to lhe



outcome of this case. The verdict is
already in.

"And judgment was given to the
saints of the Most High; and Ihe time
came that the saints possessed the king-
dom." Daniel 7:22

BUI remember, "When any have sins
remaining upon the books of record,
unrepented of and unforgiven, their
names will be blotted out of Ihe book of
life, and the record of their good deeds
will be erased from the book of God's
remembrance." The Great Controversy,
483. They will not be found to be among
those for whom the verdict is rendered
as being saints of the Most High.

Brothers and sisters, are now
living in the great day of atonement. In
the typical service, while the high priest
was making the atonement for Israel, all
were required to amict their souls by
repentance of sin and humiliation before

the Lord, lest they be cut off from among
the people. In like manner, all who would
have their names retained in the book of
life (the Saints of Ihe most High), should
now, in the few remaining days of proba-
tion, afflict their souls before God by
sorrow for sin and true repentance. There
must be deep, faithful searching of heart.
The light, frivolous spirit indulged by so
many professed Christians must be put
away. There is earnesl warfare before all
who would subdue the evil tendencies
that strive for the mastery.... Everyone
must be tested and be found without spot
or wrinkle or any such thing." Ibid.,
489-490

Jesus is coming soon! "When He
comes He is not to cleanse us of our sins,
to remove from us the defects in our
characters, or to cure us of the infirmi-
ties of our tempers and dispositions. If
wrought for us at all, this work will all

be accomplished before Ihat time. When
Ihe Lord comes, those who are holy will
be holy still. Those who have preserved
their bodies and spirits in holiness, in
sanctification and honor, will then re-
ceive the finishing touch of immortal-
ity." Testimonies, vol. 2, 355

One of the saddesl verses in the
Bible is found in Jeremiah 8:20: "The
harvest is past, the summer is ended, and
we are not saved."

"Now it is high time to awake out of
sleep: for now is our salvation nearer
than when we believed. The night is far
spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore
cast off the works of darkness, and let us
put on the armour of light." Romans
13:11-12

Let us all be among the saints of the
Most High who have already been
named as victors in the investigative
judgment! 0

May the Lord help His people to cleanse the soul temple from every defilement, and to maintain such a close connection with Him
that they may be partakers of the latter rain when it shall be poured out. The Seventh-dayAdventistBible Commentary, vol. 6, 1055

Through the Spirit the believer becomes a partaker of the divine nature. Christ has given His Spirit as a divine power to
overcome all hereditary and cultivated tendencies to evil, and to impress His own character upon the church. Review and
Herald, vol. 5, 42

Through all our trials we have a never-failing Helper. He does not leave us alone to struggle with temptation, to battle with evil,
and be finally crushed with burdens and sorrow. The Desire ofAges, 483

We are not to settle down, expecting that a change of character will come to us by some miraculous work, when Jesus shall
appear in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. The Youth's Instructor, 142

IfChristian mothers will present to society children with integrity of character, with firm principles and sound morals, they will
have performed the most important of all missionary labors. Their children, thoroughly educated to take their places in society,
are the greatest evidence of Christianity that can be given to the world. Child Guidance, 163

I ask our people to study the twenty-eighth Chapter of Ezekiel. The representation here made, while it refers primarily to
Lucifer, the fallen angel, has yet a broader significance. Not one being, but a general movement, is described, and one that we
shall witness. A faithful study of this chapter should lead those who are seeking for truth to walk in all the light that God has
given to His people, lest they be deceived by the deceptions of these last days. The Sevellfh-day Advellfist Bible Commentary, vol.
4,1162

Wherever fruit can be grown in abundance, a liberal supply should be prepared for winter, by canning or drying.... It is
especially necessary that the fruit for canning should be in good condition. Use little sugar, and cook the fruit only long enough
to ensure its preservation. Thus prepared, it is an excellent substitute for fresh fruit. Ministry ofHealing, 299

God calls for Christian families to go into communities that are in darkness and error, and work wisely and perseveringly for
the Master. To answer this call requires self-sacrifice.... Many, very many, for the sake of worldly advantage, for the sake of
acquiring scientific knowledge, will venture into pestilential regions and endure hardship and privation. Where are those who
are willing to do this for the sake of telling others of the Saviour? Where are the men and women who will move into regions
that are in need of the gospel, that they may point those in darkness to the Redeemer'! Testimonies, vol. 9, 33
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DANIEL -
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"Each Day for a Year"

Kevin Paulson. an avidstudent ofprophecy as
it relates to current events, writes from Loma
Linda, California.

In Numbers 14:34 and Ezekiel 4:6we
find thc kcys to unlock prophctic time.
The Adventist use of these verses holds a
deeper significance than is often under-
stood. We do not apply these texts to thc
prophecies merely because they connect
days with years in an offhand, metaphori-
cal way. The context of both passages
speaks of God's church suffering a spir-
itual eclipse due to apostasy, exile, or
persccution---or a combination of some,
perhaps all, of the above. At the close of
the specified period the church emerges
triumphant and victorious. This general
pattern is duplicated in all the major time
prophecies of Daniel and Revelation.

The seventy-week prophecy ofDaniel
9 is by far the most explicit. In his
infamous Judged by Ilze Gospel, Robert
Brinsmead insists, in his assault on Ad-

The Sure Word
You will do wcll to pay attcntion to this rcnt world affairs-but somcthing Jcsus thc question of dual or multiplc applica-
as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until declared would bringjoy to His disciples. tions of prophecy, and the grounds on
the day dawns and the Morninfl Star See Luke 21:28. Thc resulting cynicism which such can be safcly accepted.
rises in your hearts." 2 Peter 1:19 has hclped reduce the impact of recent

Foretclling futurc events is not the dramatic fulfillments of classical Ad-
only function of Bible prophecy, but it ventist prophccy-such as the emer-
offers some of the clearest vcrifiable gence of thc Amcrican Religious Right.
evidencc of thc divinc lordship ovcr his- Tho many remcmber how presidcntial
tory and human experience. Nothing candidate John F Kennedy was viewed
more successfully bends thc knees of by somc Advcntists as a potential an-
hardened infidels. A friend of minc who tichrist, only to become perhaps thc
was once an atheist told me of the incom- strongest defender of rcligious freedom
parably humbling expcricnce of encoun- among twentieth-century United States
tering objectivc verification that a super- Presidcnts.
natural power can indced reach beyond In thc prcsent Advcntist c1imatc,
the present and declare what is to come. which has scen the sorc neglect of last-

The application and deciphering of day preaching togethcr with other cru-
prophecy is a serious task, not one to be ciaJ points of doctrine, it behooves
confused with a misguided quest for givers of the straight testimony to
novelty or a reactive improvisation ad- scrupulously avoid indiscreet predic-
justed by changing headlines. 'llagic em- tions and speculations. Such preaching
barrassment has been sustained by the provides the opponents of present truth
church in the past due to carelessness in with just the raw material needed to
this In nearly every case this discredit all those Wishing to restore
embarrassment has resulted from in- doctrinal and moral clarity. Rediscover-
dividuals going beyond specific illspired ing the foundation of our faith is far
predictions and indulging in speculations more important for our people than to
of their own. Sadly, many minds have sail the uncharted sea of conjecture.
thus becn soured on thc wholc practice of Thc present article will focus pri-
connccting inspircd prophecy with cur- marily on the time prophccics and thcir

IKevin Paulson I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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ventist prophetic interpretation, that the
"seventy sevens" (NIY) of Daniel 9 refer
to "weeks of years" and not "weeks of
days."Thus, hemaintains, aday cannot be
said to equal a year in propheey.z What he
seems to ignore is something pathetically
obvious---that the very word "weeks"
itself implies days! Moreover, the proph-
ecy fits with exactness the historical rec-
ord. From the culminating decree for
Jerusalem's restoration in 457 H.C. until
the stoning of Stephen and the close of
Israel's probation, was exactly 490
years-seventy prophetic wecks (Daniel
9:24). Nter sevcn weeks (49 years) the
streets and walls of Jerusalem would be
rebuilt. This took place, to the year, in 408
H.C. Sixty-two weeks later, in AD. 27,
Jesus Christ became the Anointed Mess-
iah through His baptism. The everlasting
covenant was confirmed with many "for
one week," the first seven years of the
mini try of Christ and His apostles
(Danicl 9:27), and in the ntidst of this
week the sacrificial system would cease
through the rent temple veiL Verse 27; see
Mallhew 27:51; Mark 15:38; and Luke
23:45. At the close of this wcck, in A.D. 34,
Stephcn's testimony before thc Sanhedrin
dclincated thc long story of apostate Israel
culminating in the Messiah's rejection.
On the cross Jesus prayed, "Fathet, for-
give them; for they know not what they
do." Luke 23:34. Stephen's address told
the Jews What, in fact, they did. Delivered
before the highest council of the Hebrew
faith, it offered the final evidence for the
claims of Christ. Fiercely rejected through
the stoning of the messenger, it brought
down the curtain on the Jews' probation.

The 1260-year prophecy of Daniel 7,
Revelation 12, and Revelation 13 offers
similar precision. The little horn, repre-
senting the Papacy, would subdue three
of the ten kingdoms which conquered
pagan Rome. Daniel 7:24. Working to
consolidate the Roman Church's pres-
tige in Italy, Byzantine Emperor Justin-
ian broke the power of the Heruli, the
Vandals, and the Ostrogoths in the years
leading to A.D. 538. Thc first phase of
establishing papal power in Europe,
begun thirty years before with Clovis
and the Franks, was now complete. At
the close of this period the French would
again play a key role, this time in the
wounding of the Papacy. When the Vati-
can protested Napoleon's confiscation
of the French church's assets in 1798,
the French leader responded by securing
the pope's captivity. This was followed
by the confiscation of Catholic wealth

by governments throughout Europe.
Headlines on the continent proclaimed,
"Papacy Receives Deadly Wound."

In Revelation 2 we find a smaller,
though similarly precise prophecy con-
nected with the church of Smyrna. That
church is promised, "For ten days you
will have tribulation." Revelation 2:10.
This was fulfilled during the savage
ten-year persecution set in motion by
decrees of the Emperor Diocletian in
A.D. 303 and terminated by Constan-
tine's Edict of Milan in A.D. 3133

Daniel 12

Historically, Seventh-day Adventists
have held that the 1290 and 1335 days of
Daniel 12:11-12 began simultaneously in
AD. 508, with events surrounding the
conversion of the Frankish King Clovis.
While it is true that Clovis was actually
converted a number of years before, 508
was the yearofhis investiture with Roman
honors and power through Byzantine in-
tervention. Thus began the civil protec-
tion and blessing permitling the ascen-
dancy of the Papacy which culntinated in
538' The 1290 days conclude together
with the 1260 days in 1798. The 1335
days extend down to 1843, when Ellen
White indicates the first angel's message
began to sound.

Some who have lately tried to reinter-
pret or reapply these prophecies insist that
nowhere docs Ellen White endorse the
traditional view. Some have even denied
that the time of the end began in 1798. But
EBen White states clearly that "since 1798
the book of Daniel has been unsealed."s
"The words of the angel to Daniel relating
to the last days were to be understood in
the time of the end. At that time 'many
shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall
be increased' 'The wicked shall do
wickedly: and none of the wicked shall
understand; but the wise shall undcr-
stand.' Daniel 12:4, 10. .. We have
reached the period foretold in these scrip-
tures. The time of the end is come, the
visions of the prophets are unsealed, and
their solemn warnings point us to our
Lord's coming in glory as near at hand." 6

Even more clcarly, we react:
"In his vision of the last days, Daniel

inquired, '0 my Lord, what shall be the
end of these things? And he said, Go thy
way, Danicl: for the words are closed up
and sealed till the time of the end....
Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to
the thousand three hundred and five and
thirty days. But go thou thy way till the

end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in
thy lot at the end of the days.' Daniel
12:&-10. Daniel has been standing in his
lot since the seal was removed and the
light has been shining upon his visions.
He stands in his lot, bearing the testi-
mony which was to be understood at the
end of the days."?

Multiple Applications

Some inquire, "But can't prophecy
have more than one application?" cer-
tainly, but unless we wish to render the
prophecies utterly meaningless, we
would best understand that only an in-
spired person has the right to make such
applications. (One thinks of those who
havc made Richard Nixon the man of sin
in 2 Thessalonians 2 or Herny Kissinger
the beast of Revelation 13.) We think of
how Christ applied the content of Iast-
day events both to the destruction of
Jerusalem and to His second corning.
See Mallhew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21.
Matlhew applies Hosea 11:1 "I eaBed
My son out of Egypt" to the infant Christ
returning from Egypt after the flight
from Herod. Matthew 2:15. EBen White
does the same when she applies the
judgmcnt given to the saints in Daniel 7
to the saints sitting in judgment during
the ntillennium-an application beyond
the original one, which concerns the
investigative judgment of the righteous.8
But aB of the above arc the products of
inspired pens. Anything clse is specula-
tion and guesswork.

There is so much that we k-now for
sure, and so few of our people who
understand it. May God lead those
among us entieed by speculation back to
the sure Word that shineth in a dark
place. 0

I All Biblical texIS are from lhe Revised Standard
Version

: Robcr1 D. Brinsmcad, Judged by the Gospel
(Blilbrook, CA: Verdict PUblicatiofL'>, 1980).79

J Slephen Williams, Diode/iall alld the Roman Re-
covt!ry (New York: Methuen, 1985), 175,203-4
• Kmharine Scherman, The Birth ofFrallce (New
York: R.'mdom House, 1987), 123

, Ellen G. While, Thc Great COIlfTOversy, 356
• Ellen G. While, 17,c Desire ofAges, 234-5
1 Ellen G. While, Mamw;ript, 50, 1893
I Ellen G. While, 111l! Great Comroversy, 661
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N OVEMBER
3, 1890, while

laboring at Salamanca,
N. Y., as I was in com-
munion with God in the
night season, Iwas t.aken out of
and away from myself to assem-
blics in diffcrent States, whcre I bore
a dccidcd testimony of reproof and
warning. In Battle Creek a council of
ministcrs and responsible men from the
pUblishing house and other institutions
was convened, and I heard those as-
sembled, in no gentle spirit, advance
sentiments and urge measures for adop-
tion that filled mc with apprehension
and distress.

Years before, [ had bcen called to
pass through a similar expericnce, and
the Lord then revealed to me many
things of vital importance, and gave me
warnings that must be dclivcred to those
in peril. On the night of November 3,
these warnings werc brought to my
mind, and I was commanded to present
thcm before those in responsiblc offices
of trust, and to fail not, nor be dis-
couraged. There were laid out before me
some things which 1 could not compre-
hend; but the assurance was given me
that the Lord would not allow His
people to be enshroudcd in the fogs of
worldly skcpticism and infidelity, bound
up in bundles with the world; but if they
would only hear and follow His voice,
rendering obedience to His command-
ments, He would lead them above the
mists of skepticism and unbelief, and
place their feet upon the Rock, where
they might breathe the atmosphere of
security and triumph.

VVhile engaged
in earnest prayer, I was
lost to evcry- thing around
me; the room was filled with light, and [
was bearing a message to an assembly that
seemed to be the Gencral Confercnce. I
was moved by the Spirit ofGod to make a
most earnest appeal; for 1was impressed
that great danger was before us at the heart
of the work. [ had been, and still was,
bowed down with distrcss of mind and
body, burdened with the thought that I
must bcar a message to our people at
Ballie Creek, to warn thcm against a linc
of action that would separate God from
the publishing house.
The eyes of the Lord were bent upon

the pcople in sorrow mingled with dis-
pleasure, and the words were spoken, "I
have somewhat against thee, because
thou hast lef1 thy first love. Remember
therefore from whence thou art fallen,
and repent, and do the first works; or
else 1 will come unto thee quickly, and
will remove thy candlcstick out of his
place, except thou repent" Revelation
2:4-5. He who wept ovcr impenitent

[srael, noting
their ignorance of

God, and of Christ
their Redcemer, looked

upon the heart of thc work at
Battle Creck. Great pcril was

about the people, but some kncw
it not. Unbelief and impenitence

blinded their eyes, and thcy trusted to
human wisdom in the guidance of the
most important interests of the cause of
God relating to the publishing work. In
the weakness of human judgment, men
were gathering into their finite hands the
lines of control, while God's will, God's
way and counsel, were not sought as
indispensable. Mcn of stubborn, iron-
like will, both in and out of the office,
were confederating together, determined
to drive certain measures through in
accordance with their own judgment. I
said to them: "You cannot do this. The
control of these large interests cannot be
vested wholly in those who make it
manifest that they have little experience
in thc things of God, and have not
spiritual discernment. The people of
God throughout our ranks must not,
because of mismanagement on the part
of crring men, have their confidence
shaken in the important interests at the
great heart of the work, which have a
decided influence upon our churches in
the United States and in foreign lands. If
you lay your hand upon the publishing
work, this great instrumentality of God,
to place your mould and superscription
upon it, you will find that it will be
dangerous to your own souls, and dis-
astrous to the work of God. It will be as
great a sin in thc sight of God as was thc1---------......
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I was shown that the follies of Israel in the days
of Samuel will be repeated among the people of
God today, unless there is greater humility, less
confidence in self, and more trust in the Lord
God of Israel, the Ruler of the people

sin of Uzzah when he put forth his hand
to steady the ark. There are those who
have entered into other men's labors,
and all that God requires of them is to
deal justly, to love mercy, and walk
humbly with God, to labor conscien-
tiously as men employed by the people
to do the work entrusted to their hands.
Some have failed to do this, as their
works testify. Whatever may be their
position, whatever their responsibility, if
they have as much authority even as had
Ahab, they will find that God is above
them, that his sovereignty is supreme."

Let none of the workers exalt them-
selves, and seek to carry through their
ideas without the sanction and co-opera-
tion of the people of God. They will not
succecd, for God will not permit it. Thc
foundations of the institutions among us
were laid in sacrifice. They belong to the
people, and all who have denied self,
and made sacrifices great or small ac-
cording to their ability, to bring these
instrumentalities into existence, should
feel that they have a special interest in
them. They should not lose their interest,
or become despondent in regard to the
success of the work. As the perils of the
last days thicken about us, they should
pray more earnestly that the work may
prosper. Those who have lifted burdens
when the work went hard, should have a
part in important councils; for they acted
a part when counseling together was
considered a far more solemn and sacred
matter than it is now. No confederacy
should be formed with unbelievers,
neither should you call together a certain
chosen number who think as you do, and
who will say Amen to all that you
propose, while others are exeluded, who
you think will not be in harmony. I was
shown that there was great danger of
doing this.

"For the LORD spake thus to me with
a strong hand, and instructed me that I
should not walk in the way of this people,
saying, Say ye not, A confederacy, to all
them to whom this people shall say, A
confederacy, neither fear ye their fear,
nor be afraid. Sanctify the LoRD of hosts
Himself; and let Him be your fear, and let
Him be your dread.... To the law and to
the testimony: if they speak not aceord-
ing to this word, it is because there is no
light in them." Isaiah 8:11-13, 20. The
world is not to be our criterion. Let the
Lord work, let the Lord's voice be heard.
Those employed in any department

of the work whereby the world may be
transformed, must not enter into alliance

with those who know not the truth. The
world know not the Father or the Son,
and they have no spiritual discernment
as to the character of our work, as to
what we shall do, or shall not do. We
must obey the orders that come from
above. We are not to hear the counselor
follow the plans suggested by unbeliev-
ers. Suggestions made by those who
know not the work that God is doing for
this time, will be such as to weaken the
power of the instrumcntalities of God.
By accepting such suggestions, the
counsel of Christ is set at naught.

There is cherished altogether too
little fear, love, and reverence for the
God of heaven. There is far too little
faith in the workings of His providence,
in matters concerning His cause, with
those who are connected with the active
management of the publishing house.
Why is this? Because they are not spir-
itually wise. The great peril is in the fact
that men live so far apart from Jesus that
they fail to discern His voice, receive
His counsel, keep His way, and honor
His name; they become self-exalted, and
walk in the sparks of their own kindling.
Because of this they fail to understand
the devices of Satan, and are led to adopt
measures that appear right, allhough
they are instigated by the artful enemy of
God and man, to place a human mould
upon the work, dishonoring the name of
God.

As far back as 1882, testimonies of
the deepest interest on points of vital
importance, were presented to our
people, in regard to the work, and the
spirit that should characterize the work-
ers. Because these warnings have been
neglected, the same evils that they
pointed out have bcen cherished by
many, hindering the progress of the
work, and imperiling many souls. Satan
is wide awake, and while men sleep, he
sows his tares. In completing the work
of rebellion, Satan is represented as a
roaring lion, going about seeking whom

he may devour. Those who arc self-
sufficicnt, who do not feel the necessity
of constant prayer and watchfulness,
will be ensnared. Through living faith
and earnest prayer the sentinels of God
must become partakers of the divine
nature, or they will be found professedly
working for God, but in reality giving
their service to the prince of darkness.
Because their eyes are not anointed with
the heavenly eyesalve, their under·
standing will be blindcd, and they will
be ignorant of the wonderfully specious
devices of the enemy. Their vision will
be pervertcd through their dependence
on human wisdom, which is foolishness
in thc sight of God.

The eye of the Lord is upon all the
work, all the plans, all the imaginings of
cvery mind; He sees beneath thc surface
of things, discerning the thoughts and
intents of the heart. There is not a deed
of darkness, not a plan, not an imagina-
tion of the heart, not a thought of the
mind, but that He reads it as an open
book. Every act, every word, every mo-
tive, is faithfully chronicled in the re-
cords by the great Heart-searcher, who
said, "I know thy works."

I was shown that the follies of Israel
in the days of Samuel will be repeated
among the people of God today, unless
there is greater humility, Icss confidence
in self, and more trust in the Lord God of
Israel, the Ruler of the people. It is only

as divine power is combined with
human effort that the work will abide the
test. When men lean no longer on men or
on their own judgment, but make God
their trust, it will be made manifest in
every instance by meekness of spirit, by
less talking and much more praying, by
the exercise of caution in their plans and
movements. Such men will reveal the
fact that their dependence is in God, that
they have the mind of Christ.

Again and again I have been shown
that the people of God in these last days
could not be safe in trusting in men, and
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What reserve power has the Lord with which
to reach those who have cast aside His
warnings and reproofs, and have accredited the
testimonies of the Spirit of God to no higher
source than human wisdom?

making Ilesh their arm. The mighty
cleaver of truth has taken them out of the
world as rough stones that arc to be
hewed and squared and polished for the
heavenly building. They must be hewed
by the prophets with reproof, warning,
admonition, and advice, that they may
be fashioned after the divine Pattern; this
is the specified work of the Comforter,
to transform heart and character, that
men may keep the way of the Lord.

I now raise my voice in warning; for
you arc in danger. The people arc to
know when peril is threatening them;
they arc not to be left in darkness. "Son
of man, I have made thee a watchman
unto the house of Israel: therefore hear
the word at my mouth, and give them
warning from Me. When I say unto the
wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou
givest him not warning, nor speakest to
warn the wicked from his wicked way,
to save his life; the same wicked man
shall die in his iniquity; but his blood
will I require at thine hand. Vet if thou
warn the wicked, and he turn not from
his wickedness, nor from his wicked
way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou
hast delivered thy soul. Again, When a
righteous man doth turn from his right-
eousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay
a stumbling block before him, he shall
die: because thou hast not given him
warning, he shall die in his sin, and his
righteousness which he hath done shall
not be remembered; but his blood will I
require at thine hand. Nevertheless if
thou warn the righteous man, that the
righteous man sin not, and he doth not
sin, he shall surely live because he is
warned; also thou hast delivered thy
soul." Ezekiel 3:17-21

Since 1845 the dangers of the people
of God have from time to time been laid
open before me, and I have been shown
the perils that would thicken about the
remnant in the last days. These perils
have been revealed to me down to the
present time. Great scenes are soon to
open before us. The Lord is coming with
power and great glory. And Satan knows
that his usurped authority will soon be
forever at an end. His last opportunity to
gain control of the world is now before
him, and he will make most decided
efforts to accomplish the destruction of
the inhabitants of the earth. Those who
believe the truth must be as faithful
sentinels on the watchtower, or Satan
will suggest specious reasonings to
them, and they will give utterance to
opinions that will betray sacred, holy

12 Our Firm FOUl/dation July 1991

trusts. The enmity of Satan against good,
will be manifested more and morc, as he
brings his forces into activity in his last
work of rebellion, and every soul that is
not fully surrendered to God, and kept
by divine power, will form an alliance
with Satan against heaven, and join in
battle against the Ruler of the universe.

In a vision given in 1880 I asked,
"Where is the security for the peoplc of
God in these days of peril?" The answcr
was, "Jesus maketh intercession for His
pcople, though Satan standeth at His right
hand to resist Him." "And the LORD said
unto Satan, The loRD rebuke thee, 0
Satan; even the LORD that hath chosen
Jerusalem, rebuke thee: is not this a brand
plucked out of the fire?" Zechariah 3:2.

As man's Intercessor and Advocate,
Jesus will lead all who arc willing to be
lcd, saying, "Follow Me upward, step by
step, where the clear light of the Sun of
Righteousness shines."

But not aU are following the light.
Some arc moving away from the safe
path, which at every step is a path of
humility. God has committed to His
servants a message for this time; but this
message does not in every particular
coincide with the ideas of all the leading
men, and some criticize the message and
the messengers. They dare even to reject
the words of reproof sent to them from
God through His Holy Spirit.

What reserve power has the Lord
with which to reach those who have cast
aside His warnings and reproofs, and
have accredited the testimonies of the
Spirit of God to no higher source than
human wisdom? In the JUdgment, what
can you who have done this, offer to
God as an excuse for turning from the
evidences He has given you that God
was in the work? "By thcir fruits ye shall
know them." Matthew 7:20. I would not
now rehearse before you the evidences
given in the past two years of the deal-
ings of God by His chosen servants; but
the present evidence of His working is

revealed to you, and you are now under
obligation to believe. Vou cannot neg-
lect God's messages of warning, you
cannot reject them or treat them lightly,
but at the peril of infinite loss. Caviling,
ridicule, and misrepresentation can be
indulged in only at the expense of the
debasement of your own souls. The usc
of such weapons does not gain precious
victories for you, but rather cheapens the
mind, and separates the soul from God.
Sacred things arc brought down to the
level of the common, and a condition of
things is created that pleases the prince
of darkness, and grieves away the Spirit
of God. Caviling and criticism leave the
soul as devoid of the dew of grace as the
hills of Gilboa were destitute of rain.

Confidence cannot bc placed in the
judgment of those who indulge in rid-
icule and misrepresentation. No weight
can be attached to their advice or resolu·
tions. You must bear the divine creden-
tials before you make decided move-
ments to shape the working of God's
cause.

To accuse and criticize those whom
God is using, is to accuse and criticize
the Lord, who has sent them. All need to
cultivate their religious faculties, that
they may have a right discernment of
religious things. Some have failed to
distinguish bctween pure gold and mere
glitter, between the substance and the
shadow.

The prejudices and opinions that pre-
vailed at Minneapolis arc not dead by
any means; the seeds sown there in some
hearts are ready to spring into life and
bear a like harvest. The tops have been
cut down, but the roots have never been
eradicated, and they still bear their un-
holy fruit to poison the judgment, per-
vert the perccptions, and blind the un-
derstanding of those with whom you
connect, in regard to the message and
the mcssengcrs. When by thorough con-
fession, you destroy the root of bitter-
ness, you will see light in God's light.



Without this thorough work you will
never clear your souls. You need to
study the Word of God with a purpose,
not to confirm your own ideas, but to
bring them to be trimmed, to be con-
demned or approved, as they are or are
not in harmony with the Word of God.
The Bible should be your constant com-
panion. You should study the Thstimo-
nies, not to pick out certain sentences to
use as you see fit, to strengthen your
assertions, while you disregard the
plainest statements given to correct your
course of action.

There has been a departure from God
among us, and the zealous work of
repentance and return to our first love
essential to restoration to God and re-
generation of heart has not yet been
done. Infidelity has been making its
inroads into OUT ranks; for it is the
fashion to depart from Christ, and give
place to skepticism. With many the cry
of the heart has been, "We will not have
this man to reign over us." Luke 19:14.
Baal, Baal, is the choice. The religion of
many among us will be the religion of
apostate Israel, because they love their
own way, and forsake the way of the
Lord. The true religion, the only religion
of the Bible, that teaches forgiveness
only through the merits of a crucified
and risen Saviour, that advocates right-
eousness by the faith of the Son of God,
has been slighted, spoken against, rid-
iculed, and rejected. It has been de-
nounced as leading to enthusiasm and
fanaticism. But it is the life of Jesus
Christ in the soul, it is the active prin-
ciple of love imparted by the Holy
Spirit, that alone will make the soul
fruitful unto good works. The love of
Christ is the force and power of every
message for God that ever fell from
human lips. What kind of a future is
before us, if we shall fail to come into
the unity of the faith?

When we are united in the unity for
which Christ prayed, this long con-
troversy that has been kept up through
satanic agency will end, and we shall not
sec men franting plans after the order of
the world because they have not spiritual
eyesight to discern spiritual things. They
now see men as trees walking, and they
need the divine touch, that they may see
as God sees, and work as Christ worked.
Then will Zion's watchmen unitedly
sound the trumpet in clearer, louder
notes; for they will see the sword com-
ing, and realize the danger in which the
people of God are placed.

You will need to make straight paths
for your feet, lest the lame be turned out
of the way. We are surrounded by the
lame and hailing in the faith, and you arc
to help them, not by haIting yourselves,
but by standing, like men who have been
tried and proven, in principle firm as a
rock. I know that a work must be done
for the people, or many will not be
prepared to receive the light of the angel
sent down from heaven to lighten the
whole carlh with his glory. Do not think
that you will be found as vessels unto
honor in the time of the latter rain, to
receive the glory of God, if you arc
lifting up your souls unto vanity, speak-
ing perverse things, in secret cherishing
roots of bitterness. The frown of God
will certainly be upon every soul who
cherishes and nurtures these roots of
dissension, and possesses a spirit so
unlike the Spirit of Christ.

As the Spirit of the Lord rested upon
me, I seemed to be present in one of your
councils. One of your number rose; his
manncr was very decided and earnest as
he held up a paper before you. I could
read plainly Ihe heading of the paper; it
was the American Seminel. Criticisms
were then passed upon the paper and the
character of the articles therein pub-
lished. Those in council pointed to cer-
tain passages, declaring that this must be
cut out, and that must be changed.
Strong words were uttered in criticism
of the methods of the paper, and a strong
unchristlikc spirit prevailed. Voices
were decided and defiant.

My guide gave me words of warn-
ing and reproof to speak to those who
took part in this proceeding, who were
not slow to utter their accusations and
condemnation. In substance this was the
reproof given: The Lord has not pre-
sided at this council, and there is a spirit
of strife among the counselors. The
minds and hearts of these mcn afC not
under the controlling innuence of the
Spirit of God. Let the adversaries of our
faith be the ones to suggest and develop
such plans as you are now discussing.
From the world's point of view some of
these plans arc not objectionable; but
they arc not to be adopted by those who
have had the light of heaven. The lighl
which God has given should be re-
spected, not only for your own safety,
but also for the safety of the church of
God. The steps now being taken by the
few cannot be followed by the remnant
people of God. Your course cannot be
sustained by the Lord. It is made evi-

dent by your course of action that you
have laid your plans without the aid of
Him who is mighty in counsel; but the
Lord will work. Those who have criti-
cized the work of God need to have
their eyes anointed, for they have fell
ntighty in their own strength; but there
is One who can bind the arm of the
mighty, and bring to naught the coun-
sels of the prudent.
The message we have to bear is not a

message that men need cringe to declare.
They arc nol to seck 10 cover it, to
conceal its origin and purpose. Its advo-
cates must be men who will not hold
their peace day nor night. As those who
have made solemn vows to God, and
who have been commissioned as the
messengers of Christ, as stewards of the
mysteries of the grace of God, we arc
under obligation to declare faithfully the
whole counsel of God. We are not to
make less prominent the special truths
that have separated us from the world,
and made us what we arc; for they are
fraught with eternal interests. God has
given uS light in regard to the things that
arc now taking place in the last remnant
of time, and with pen and voice we arc to
proclaim the truth to the world, not in a
tame, spiritless way, but in
tion of the Spirit and power or God. The
mightiest conflicts arc involved in the
furtherance of the message, and the re-
sults of its promulgation arc of momenl
to both heaven and earth.

The controversy between the two
great powers of good and evil is soon to
be cnded; but to the time of its close,
there will be continual and sharp con-
tests. We should now purpose, as did
Daniel and his fellows in Babylon, that
we will be true to principle, come what
may. The flaming fiery furnace heated
seven times hotter than it was wont to be
heated, did not cause these faithful ser-
vants of God to turn aside from alle-
giance to the truth. They stood firm in
the time of trial, and were cast int.o the
furnace; and they were not forsaken of
God. The form of the Fourth was seen
walking with them in the names, and
they came forth not !laving even the
smell of fire upon their garments.

The den of lions did not deter Daniel
from a steady adherence to duty. He did
not hide his purpose or lower his colors
because death threatened him if he stood
faithful to his God. Three times a day, in
the face of the king's decree, he sought
his Lord in his chamber, with his win-
dow open toward Jerusalem. He was
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cast into the den of lions, but God
delivercd him.
Let us look at the case of Elijah. The

time has come when he must mect his
mortal cnemy, the cruel Ahab, thc
despot of Israel, the apostate from the
religion of his fathers. In anger the king
inquirics, "Art thou he that troublcth
Israel?" 1 Kings 18:17. Does Elijah
weaken before the king? Does he cringe
and cower, and resort to flattery in order
to mollify the feelings of the enraged
ruler? Israel has perverted her way, and
forsaken the path of allegiance to God,
and now shall the prophet, to preserve
his life, betray sacred, holy trusts? Does
he prophesy smooth things to please the
king, and to obtain his favor? Will he
evade thc issue? Will he conceal from

the king the true reason why the judg-
ments of God arc falling upon the land
of fsrael? No; as the mcssenger of God
he must proclaim the truth, just such
truth as the occasion demands. He car-
ries a great weight of sorrow on account
of the apostasy of Israel. He must hold
up bcfore them their defection, that they
may humble themselves in the sight of
the Lord, that his fierce anger may be
turned away from them. Elijah faces thc
enraged king, and answers, "I have not
troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's
house, in that ye have forsaken the com-
mandments of the LoRD, and thou hast
followed Baalim." 1 Kings 18:18
Today the world is full of natterers

and dissemblers; but God forbid that
those who claim to be guardians of

sacred trusts, shall betray the interests of
God's cause through the insinuating
suggestions and devices of the enemy of
all righteousness.

There is no time now to range our-
selves on the side of the transgressors of
God's law, to sec with their eyes, to hear
with their cars, and to understand with
their pcrverted senses. Wc must press
together. We must labor to become a
unit, to be holy in life and pure in
character. Let those who profess to be
servants of the living God no longer bow
down to the idol of men's opinions, no
longer be slaves to any shameful lust, no
longer bring a polluted offering to the
Lord, a sin-stained soul. 0

Pamphlet 133

(

\. Bulletin Board
,
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Annual Camp Meetings
With longer days and warmer

temperatures, Adventists start thinking
about camp meeting. We at Hope Inter-
national will be hosting our seventh
annual camp meeting al Eatonville this
summer. Other camp meetings are
being arranged across the country,
elevcn of which are listed below.
Watch for more details in upcoming
issues of Our Firm Foundation and
newsletters.

Show!ow, AZ-Showlow Ministries
will be sponsoring a camp meeting July
lll-I4. For more information call (602)
537-2910 or (602) 537-4294

Calistoga, CA-Our camp meeting
in Calistoga will be held at the Napa
County Fairgrounds July 11-14. For
more information, call (707) 965-9132.

Eatonville, WA-1l1e dates for the
camp meeting at our headquarters are set
for July 17-21. Speakers will include
Ron Spear, Colin Standish, Marshall and
John Grosboll, and Ralph Larson. For
more information see the back page.

Hartwell, GA-A Korean camp
meeting will be held July 22-27. Call
(404) 783-5304 or (404) 376-3763 for
more information.

Malo, WA-Lightbearers will be
holding their camp meeting July 23-28.
For more information, call (509) 779-
4444.

Ontario, Canada-Hartland Insti-
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tute is sponsoring a camp meeting July
24-28. Call (703) 672-3100 for more
information.

Kettering, Oil-Hartland is spon-
soring a camp meeting July 3I-August
4. Call (703) 672-3100 for more infor-
mation.

Rapidan, VA-Hartland Institute is
hosting a camp meeting on their campus,
August 7-12. Calt (703) 672-3100 for
more information.
lIoosick Falls, NY-This camp

meeting will be held at the same location
as last year August 15-18. For more
information, ealt (518) 686-7124.
Troy, MT-The Printed Page is

hosting a camp meeting August 28-
September 1. Call (406) 295-5555 for
more information.

Bristol, IN-Hope is sponsoring a
camp meeting August 28-September 1.
Call (313) 658-2179 for more informa-
tion.

Yucaipa, CA-The Napa County
Fairgrounds will again be the location of
this camp meeting September 11-15. For
more information, call (707) 965-9132.

Roan Mouutain, TN-Hope will
sponsor a camp meeting October 5-6.
Call (615) 772-4401 for more information.

Training Seminars
1lnee different three-day seminars arc

scheduled for July 22-24 for those who
can stay after the Eatonville camp meeting.
Those looking for a fult- or part-

time outreach they can usc in their
work for the Lord should consider at-
tending the Colporteur Training
Seminar. Taught by John Martin, this
session ticals with both the inexpensive
paperback books and the more durable
hard-bound volumes. Includes theory
and practice.

Parents of SChOOl-age children wilt
be inlerested in the lIome Schooling
Seminar taught by Gwen Hawkins of
Country Gardens School. For more in-
formation calt (509) 525-8143.

Everyone with abody to care for has
a reason to be interested in the lIy-
drotherapy, Natural Remedies, and
Nutrition Seminar. Combining class·
work and theory with actual experience
in giving hydrotherapy treatments, this
seminar is intended to be very practical
for the average person. Tuition for this
seminar only is $15 per person.

Each of these seminars is designed
for people who cannot take a great deal
of time off from work or family. Those
who have the opportunity for more
thorough instruction may wish to con-
sider the fOUI-month course oFfered by
Life Abundant Missionary Institute.

Hartland Work-Study Program
A Work-Study Program, designed to

enable those in need of financial assistance
to attend Hartland College, has now been
initiated. Write to Registrar, Hartland Col-
lege, PO Box 1, Rapidan, VA 22733.



LEITERS TO THE EDITOR

Just a few words to try to let you
know how mueh I am blessed by your
artieles eaeh month. I can hardly put
down the preeious words as they are so
uplifting. May we aU be ready for Jesus'
soon return and eaeh of you be richly
blessed. You are all in my prayers.
Please pray for me and mine.
-MS, Kansas

I want to thank you for all the
wonderful articles that we have read
reeently in the Our Firm Fow/datioll. In
the January 1991 issue received this
week I am grateful and "deeply moved"
with the artiele written by Ralph Larson
entitled "The Fine Art of Unbelief." I am
moved in that I desire to cling, more than
I have in the past, to the purity of our
historie faith.
-RS, Georgia

I have just read my first edition of
Our Firm Foundation. I must say your
magazine has really increased my faith
in Jesus and our Seventh-day Adventist
Chureh. I beeame a Seventh-day Ad-
ventist six months ago. I ean say I've
found my home. After a ten-year spir-
itual search.
-RW, Texas

I want to thank you for sending me
the Our Firm Foundation magazine for
all this time free of eharge due to the faet
that I am in prison and am not able to
send a donation. These magazines and
books seem to eome just in time. Just
like a revival, I am reared from the sides
of the pit. I thank God for all of you and
that blessed sister, E.G. White, who have
eontinued to earry that great message of
Christ to the world. I have been blessed
and my prayers have been answered.
-CB, Georgia

What we are witnessing today is ex-
aetly what Ellen White wrote so long
ago. Yes, we have to be searching the
Bible and the Spirit of Propheey daily in
order to grow spiritually. I know for Iwas
one that read, but only when I eould find

some time, and the scales in my eyes
were never removed to sec the plain truth
before mc. Therefore, I never grew as a
Christian. Never knew how to plaee my
will into the Lord's hands. But, thanks to
a very dear friend of mine and alI the
tapes, magazines, and spiritual material I
have been receiving, this year is ending
for me very different, yes for the better.
-EN, Hawaii

My whole life has ehanged since I
received the first free copy of Our Firm
Foundation, it was the answer to my
heart's desire. At times, I wondered if I
was the only one in Israel to sec the
terrible condition of our beloved church.
There is such a transforming reforma-
tion and revival in my life, and others
have noted the difference-praise the
Lord. Our Firm Foundation is great and
I find the arlicles so encouraging and
timely for the end time. So many of us
must be thirsting in all parts of the
world. This magazine and Hope Inter-
national are surely one of the means the
Lord is using to start a reformation and
revival in the church.
-DB,Canada

Thank you for a great "message for
Christ" magazine. I cannot wait to get
my next copy of Our Firm Foundation.
Praise God for it and its slraight lesti-
mony. I have read my first two issues
several times. If possible, ean you send
me twelve sample copies of the April
1990 and twelve copies of the May 1990
issues? I am a retired minister and I have
many Seventh-day Adventist and Chris-
tian friends here who do not yet know of
your work, and who T know will love
your magazine as much as I do.
-CY, California

Let us praise God in Jesus' name. I
had to pray over my decision hour in and
how out, since receiving the book, The
Great Controversy you sent me a couple
of monlhs ago. In fact, the first chapter
impressed me so much that I wondered
why Moslems are blindfolded on real

truth. What an accurate prediction the Son
of God, i.e. Jesus, made concerning the
falI of Jerusalem and how His own people
rejected Him. In fact, I must confess that
Ihe Bible is greater than the Koran.

As a Moslem, I was taught right
from infancy that God is one and that He
has no wife nor son, so the idea of
Christianity that Jesus is the Son of God
is not true. As a teacher, I sometimes
doubted this since portions of the Koran
speak about the mysterious incarnation
of Jesus. Praise God for sending those
books.

I am telling you today that I was a
Moslem but not now. I am now a Chris-
tian, I have accepted Jesus as my per-
sonal Saviour. Pray for me always as I
have a lot of physical problems to face. I
have shared my new faith with some of
my teaching staffwho are also Moslems.
This means I can lose my job any mo-
ment from now. I know myoid father
will not side with me but I eare not since
he is not caring for me any more. I need
your prayers and encouragement.

I hope you will send me more books
to help me and my dear friends who
have not yet accepted Jesus as their
Saviour.
-DB, Ghana

Please pray for our church, the con-
gregation of our church is being
mightily shaken. Many new and strange
things are taking place. Unfortunately
our people are not firmly grounded in
the truth that has made us Seventh-day
Adventists. The Lord has shown me that
I must dig deeper, I have been a
Seventh-day Adventist for twenty-three
years, yet I am finding that J am not
grounded as I should be. Even though
this situation is very sad and distressing
I am finding that God is using even this
to strengthen His people and awaken us
out of this deathlike slumber that we
have been in so long. May God forgive
us and awaken us to our true need of
Jesus, for truly He has been outside our
church knocking since 1888.
-KS,Oregon
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WE are living in the end-time, the
time of the omega of apostasy.

As we view the conditions now existing
in God's last-day church in this remnant
of time we are alarmed. The conditions
that existed in the ancient church are
being repeated in the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church today. Nineteen times in
Testimonies, vol. 5, our prophet has told
us that we arc following in the very
footsteps of their apostasy:

"All I can say to you is: Take up the
light which God has given you and
follow it at any cost to yourselves. This
is your only safety. You have a work to
do to come into harmony, and may the
Lord help you to do it even if self is
crucified. Gather up the rays of light that
have been slighted and rejected. Gather
them up with meekness, with trembling,
and with fear. The sin of ancient Israel
was in disregarding the expressed will of
God and following their own way ac-
cording to the leadings of unsanetified
hearts. Modern Israel are fast following
in their footsteps, and the displeasure of
the Lord is as surely resting upon them."
Testimonies, vol. 5, 93-94

What a tragedy we are eXhibiting
before the universe, yes, before God
Himself, Christ our High Priest, the an-
gels, yes, before our present world, our
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neighbors and fellow church members.
Our apostasy may be greater than that of
the ancients. See Testimonies, vol. 1, 129
The church has never had six million

members before and every time we add
members through baptism who do not
understand the three angels' messages by
experience, and who do not believe that
God has enough power to keep them
from sinning, increases our apostasy.
Ellen White speaks these inspired words:

"Confessions will not be acceptable
to God without sincere repentance and
reformation. There must be decided
changes in the life, everything offensive
to God must be put away." Steps to
Christ, 39

Again God speaks to us today:
"Only when the church is composed

of pure, unselfish members can it fulfill
God's purpose. Too much hasty work is
done in adding names to the church roll.
Serious defects arc secn in the characters
01' some who join the church. Those who
admit them say, We will first get them
into the church and then reform them.
But this is a mistake. The very first work
to be done is the work of reform. Pray
with them, talk with them, but do not
allow them to unite with God's people in
church relationship until they give de-
cided evidence that the Spirit of God is

IRon Spear I

working on their hearts." Review and
Herald, vol. 4, 301

What is the reason that only half ofour
church members in the North American
Division arc not in Sabbath School on
Sabbath morning? Why has the divorce
rate in the church nearly rcachcd the ratio
of the world? Why are over 70 percent of
our children, our precious youth, leaving
the church each year'! Let us not forget the
new converts who find the back door of
the church; many never return. According
to our statisties, 44 percent arc in this
tragic situation, and this may be a conser-
vative figure. Churches keep the names of
such people on the books for years after
they no longer appear in our congrega-
tions. Churches that have been in exist-
ence for 50 years or more tind they have
fewer people in attendance today than
they did ycars ago.
Are we retreating instead of advanc-

ing? Arc we on the road back to Egypt'!
The prophet says we are. See Testimo-
nies, vol. 5, 217. In Testimonies, voL 8,
297, we are told "there is to be aresurrec-
tion from apparent death," and whole
churches are dying for thc want of teach-
ing On the subject of righteousness by
faith in Christ and on kindred truths. Sec
Gospel Workers, 301. What is the cause
of such a deplorable condition that is



God has a people, His church, who will endure
to the end, though it be through persecution
and martyrdom. God's saints, His faithful few,
will prevail and give the loud cry to the world

gripping the churches in this final hour?
Why havc we gone to the Evangclicals
for a church-growth program instead of
using the blueprint given us in the Spirit
of Prophecy? Why arc we now using
entecostal music and church programs
o recover backsliders and to entertain
ur own members? Why arc we scndin
'ome of our ministers and lay leaders t
bland 2 neurolinguistic program-

ming which is teaching them mind con-
trol and introducing them to hypnosis?

Again the prophet of the Lord gives
uS the answers:

IIMinisters and people are unpre-
pared for the time in which they live, and
nearly aU who profess to believe present
truth are unprepared to understand the
work of preparation for this time. In
their present state of worldly ambition,
with their lack of consecration to God,
their devotion to self, they are whoUy
unfitted to receive the latter rain and,
having done all, to stand against the
wrath of Satan, who by his inventions
would cause them to make shipwreck of
faith, fastening upon them some pleas-
ing self-deception. They think they are
all right when they are all wrong.

"Ministers and people must make
greater advancement in the work of re-
form. They should commence without
delay to correct their wrong habits of
eating, drinking, dressing, and working.
I saw that quite a number of the minis-
tcrs are not awake upon this important
subject. They are not all where God
would have them. The result is, some
can show but little fruit of their labors."
Testimonies, vol. 1, 466

"January 3, 1875, I was shown that
there is a great work to be done for those
who profess to believe the truth in Cal-
ifornia, before God can work for them.
Many are flattering themselves that they
are right with God, when they have not
the principles of the truth in their hearts.
This class can be brought into working
order only by seeking with diligent, per-
severing earnestness to heed the counsel
of the True Witness. They are in a cold,
formal, backslidden state. These arc
addressed by the ltue Witness: 'I know
thy works, that thou art neither cold nor
hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So
then because thou art lukewarm, and
neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out
of My mouth.' " Revelation 3:15-16;
Ibid., vol. 4, 227

"While God is testing and proving
these helpers, and filling them for their
posts, Satan is doing his utmost to deceive

and allure them, that they may not only be
destroyed themselves, but may influence
others to do wrong and to injure the great
work. He seeks by all the means in his
power to shake the confidence of God's
people in the voice ofwarning and reproof
through which God designs to purify the
church and prosper His cause.

"It is Satan's plan to weaken the faith
ofGod's people in the Testimonies. Next
follows skepticism in regard to the vital
points of our faith, the pillars of our
position, then doubt as to the Holy
Scriptures, and then the downward
march to perdition. When the Testimo-
nies, which were once believed, are
doubted and given up, Satan knows the
deceived ones wiU not stop at this; and
he redoubles his efforts till he launches
them into open rebellion, which be-
comes incurable and ends in destruction.

"Satan has gained marked advantage
in -- because the people of God have
not guarded the outposts. The very men
whose labors God has signified that He
would accept if they were fully con-
secrated have been the ones to be
deceived, to fail in their duties, and to
prove a terrible burden and discourage-
ment, instead of the help and blessing that
they should have been. These men who
have been trusted to keep the fort have
well-nigh betrayed it into the hands of the

enemy. They have opened the gates to a
wily foe, who has sought to destroy them.

"Men of experience have seen
stealthy hands slipping the bolts that
Satan might enter; yet they have held
their pcaee with apparent indifference as
to the results. Some have been glad to sec
this, as it seemed an extenuation of their
past neglect, which made it a necessity to
call for others to fill the posts ofresponsi-
bility that they had abused or neglected.
This lack of watchfulness on the part of
these newer incumbents seemed to ex-
cuse the former for their own want of
faithfulness, as it showed that others were
fully as derelict in duty. These persons do

not realize that God holds them re-
sponsible for every advantage gained by
the foe who is admitted to the fort. The
desolation and ruin foUowing lie at the
door of the unfaithful sentinels, who, by
their neglect, become agents in the hands
of the adversary to win souls to destruc-
tion." Ibid., 211-212

As we analyze the history of the
ancient church, we see that priests,
scribes and leaders were responsible for
either leading or allowing apostasy in
God's church. See Testimonies, vol. 5,
235, The Desire ofAges, 738
"And the LoRD God of their fathers

sent to them by His messengers, rising
up betimes, and sending; because He
had compassion on His people, and on
His dwelling place: But they mocked the
messengers of God, and despised His
words, and misused His prophets, until
the wrath of the LORD arose against His
people, till there was no remedy."
2 Chronicles 36:15-16

"For the leaders of this people cause
them to err; and they that are led of them
arc destroyed." Isaiah 9:16

"In the parable of the vineyard it was
the husbandmen whom Christ pro-
nounced guilty. It was they who had
refused to return to their lord the fruit of
his ground. In the Jewish nation it was the
priests and teachers who, by misleading

the people, had robbed God of the service
which He claimed. It was they who
turned the nation away from Christ.

"The law of God unmixed with
human tradition was presented by Christ
as the great standard of obedience. This
aroused the enmity of the rabbis. They
had set human teaching above God's
Word, and had turned the people away
from His precepts. They would not give
up their man-made commandments in
order to obey the requirements of the
Word of God. They would not, for the
truth's sake, sacrifice the pride of reason
and the praise of men. When Christ
came, presenting to the nation the claims
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Satan has now come down to the remnant church
with great wrath because he knows he has but a
short time left. He is determined to control God's
church through its pastors and leaders

of God, the priests and ciders denied His
right to interposc between them and thc
people. They would not accept His re-
bukes and warnings, and they set them-
selves to turn thc pcople against Him
and to compass His destruction."
Christ's Object Lessons, 304-305

In thc book of Ezekiel is recordcd
God's solemn words to the watchmen,
His ministers in every age, but espe-
cially for the last gcncration.

"But if the watchman see the sword
come, and blow not the trumpet, and thc
people be not warned; if the sword
come, and take any person from among
them, he is taken away in his iniquity;
but his blood will I requirc at thc watch-
man's hand. So thou, 0 son of man, I
have set thee awatchman unto the house
of Israel; thercfore thou shalt hear the
word at My mouth, and warn them from
Me. Whcn I say unto the wicked, 0
wicked man, thou shalt surely dic; if
thou dost not speak to warn the wicked
from his way, that wicked man shall die
in his iniquity; but his blood will I
rcquire at thine hand." Ezekiel 33:6-8

What a solemn warning this is to the
Seventh-day Adventist ministers and
Icaders today. Our prophet was forced to
write that there will be few great men
among us when the work is finished.

"The days arc fast approaching whcn
therc will be great perplcxity and confu-
sion. Satan, clothed in angel robes, will
deccive, if possible, thc vcry elect. There
will be gods many and lords many.
Every wind of doctrine will be blowing.
Those who have rendcred supreme
homage to 'science faIscly so called'
will not bc the leaders then. Those who
have trusted to intellect, genius, or talcnt
will not then stand at thc head of rank
and file. They did not keep pace with the
light. Those who have proved them-
selves unfaithful will not then be en-
trusted with the nock. In the last solemn
work few great men will be engaged.
They are self-sufficient, independent of
God, and He cannot use them. The Lord
has faithful servants, who in the shaking,
testing time will be disclosed to view."
Testimonies, vol. 5, 80-81

Yes, and many of our great lights will
go out in darkness and become persecu-
tors ofGod's saints. See Testimonies, vol.
5,463; Selected Messages, book I, 122;
The Greal COlllroversy, 608

"Thcre are few really consecrated
men among us, few who have fought and
conquered in the bailie with self. Rcal
conversion is a decided change of feel-

ings and motives; it is a virtual taking
leave of worldly connections, a hastening
from their spiritual atmosphere, a with-
drawing from the controlling power of
their thoughts, opinions, and innuences.
The separation causes pain and billerness
to both parties. It is the variance which
Christ dcclares that He came to bring.
But the converted will feel a eontinual
longing desire that their friends shall
forsake all for Christ, knowing that, un-
less they do, thcre will be a final and
cternal separation. Thc true Christian
cannot, while with unbelieving friends,

be light and triOing. The value of Ihe
souls for whom Christ died is too great."
Testimon;es, vol. 5,82-83

Satan has now come down to the
remnant church with great wrath
cause hc knows he has but a short time
left. Hc is dctermined to control God's
church through its pastors and leaders.
Ellen While saw this tcrrible scene:

"Unsanctificd ministers arc arraying
themselves against God. They are prais-
ing Christ and the god of this world in
the same breath. While professedly they
reccive Christ, they embrace Barabbas,
and by their actions say, 'Not this Man,
but Barabbas.' Let all who rcad these
lines, take heed. Satan has made his
boast of what he can do. He thinks to
dissolve the unity which Christ prayed
might exist in His church. He says, 'I
will go forth and be a lying spirit to
deceive those that I can, to criticize, and
condcmn, and falsify.' Let the sin of
deceit and false witncss be entertained
by a church that has had great light, great
evidence, and that church will discard
the message the Lord has sent, and
receive the most unreasonable assertions
and false suppositions and false theories.
Satan laughs at their folly, for he knows
what truth is.

"Many will stand in our pulpits with
the torch of false prophecy in their
hands, kindled from the hellish torch of
Satan. If doubts and unbelief are

cherished, the faithful ministers will be
removed from Ihe people who think they
know so much. 'If thou hadst known,'
said Christ, 'even thou, at least in this
thy day, the things which belong unto
thy pcace! but now they are hid from
thine eyes.' n Luke 19:42; Testimonies to
Ministers, 409-410

"The Sanhcdrifl had rejected Christ's
message and was bent upon His death;
thereforc Jesus dcparted from Jerusalem,
from the priests, the tcmplc, the religious
leadcrs, the people who had been in-
structed in the law, and turned to another

class to proclaim His message, and to
gather out thosc who should carry the
gospel to all nations.

"As the light and life of men was
rejected by the ecclesiastical authorities
in the days of Christ, so it has been
rejected in every succecding generation.
Again and again the history of Christ's
withdrawal from Judca has been re-
peated." The Desire ofAges, 232

nAt the great hean of the work, Satan
will use his hellish arts to the utmost. He
will seek every way to interpose himself
between the people and God, and shut
away thc light that God would have
come to His childrcn. It is his design to
keep them in ignorance of what shall
come upon the earth." Review
old, vol. 2, 354

"Ministers who have preached the
truth with all zeal and earnestness may
apostatize and join the ranks of our
enemies, but docs this turn the truth of
God into a lie? 'Nevertheless,' says the
apostle, 'the foundation of God standeth
sure.' The faith and feelings of men may
change; but the truth of God, never. The
third angel's message is sounding; it is
infallible....
nThe natural heart is not to bring its

own tainted, corrupting principles into
the work of God. There must be no
concealing of the principles of our faith.
The third angel '5 message is be sounded
by God's people. It is to swell to the loud
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cry. The Lord has a time appointed when
He will bind off the work; but when is
that time? When the truth proclaimed for
these last days shall go forth as a witness
to all nations, then shall the end come. If
the power of Satan can come into the
very temple of God and manipulate
things as he pleases, the time of prepara-
tion will be prolonged." The Publishing
Ministry, 389-390

As we now approach the final hour
of our probation we must confess that
we are in apostasy. The omega is now
among us and it is startling to see so few
who know the difference between truth
and error. We have followed the same
path that led the ancient church into their
many disasters, into their wiJderness
wanderings and seventy years of captiv-
ity and finally to the words of Jesus on
Ihe Mount of Olives:
"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that

killest the prophets, and stonest them

which arc sent unto thee, how often
would I have gathered thy children to-
gether, even as a hen gathereth her
chickens under her wings, and ye would
not! Behold, your house is left unto you
desolate." Mallhew 23:37-38

We pray that His words will never
have to be applied to our church today.

"The Lord Jesus will always have a
chosen people to serve Him. When the
Jewish people rejected Christ, the Prince
of Life, He took from them the kingdom
of God and gave it unto the Gentiles.
God will continue to work on this prin-
ciple with every branch of His work.
When a church proves unfaithful to the
work of the Lord, whatever their posi-
tion may be, however high and sacred
their calling, the Lord can no longer
work with them. Olhers arc then chosen
to bear important responsibilities. But if
these in turn do not purify their lives
from every wrong action, if they do not

establish pure and holy principles in all
their borders, then the Lord will
grievously afflict and humble them and,
unless they repent, will remove them
from their place and make them a re-
proach." The Upward Look, 131

God has a people, His church, who
will endure to the end, though it be
through persecution and martyrdom.
God's saints, His faithful few, will
prevail and give the loud cry to the
world.

"And I heard another voice from
heaven, saying, Come out of her, my
people, that ye be not partakers of her
sins, and that yc receive not of her
plagues." Revelation 18:4

Yes, the church will go through the
shaking and be purified. Those who arc
loyal and faithful to all present truth in
every delail, every moment of every day
will be the members that carry the three
angels' messages in the loud cry. 0

LifeAbundantMissionary Institute
40416123rdAve. Ct. East, Eatonville, WA 98328 (206) 832-6602

"At baptism, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, ani! of the Holy Ghost, we were sel apart
to engage in the very work that Christ came to the world to do. What was He? In the highest
sense He was a missionary, and He was a healing missionary." Review andHerald, vol. 4, 369

August 5-December 4,1991
Home Health Instructor Program

Our new four-month gospel medical missionary
program offers a brief, yet comprehensive, training in
literature evangelism, Bible work, and health ministry.
We are lold lhat these three should never be separated
and lhat all of God's people are to have a pari in them.
That includes each one of us. Are you ready?
Learn how to do lilerature evangelism, give Bible

studies, and lead a soul to Christ. Learn lhe causes
and treatment of disease and how to care for the sick
using the natural remedies based on the eight laws of
health, such as hydrotherapy, massage, and nutrition.
Learn the principles of successful, soul-winning,
health-evangelism programs, and cooking schools.
If you recognize the Lord's call to this kind of

training and ministry, this program is designed for
you. There is still time to enroll in our nexl four-
month session: August 5 through December 4, 1991.

Ministry ofHealing Seminar
For those who are unable to attend a four-month

course, our next one-week Ministry of Healing seminar
is scheduled for November 6-12, 1991. This seminar
includes: (1) hands-on training in how to use fomenta-
tions, fever baths, contrast baths, heating compresses,
charcoal poultices, massage, diet, and herbs for lhe
treatmenl of disease; (2) lectures on the major themes of
TheMinistry ofHealing, God's eight laws of health, true
and false principles in physical healing and mental
development, choice and preparation of the Christian
home; (3) a special Sabbath program. Room and board
(if needed) is $40; tuition is $85. Preregistration is
required.

For more information, call or write. But do so
soon. Time is running out in our world, and there is
slill much to be done.
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The Celebration Approach to Worship
church was hidden behind the name
Praise lCmple. "Oh!" I said, "But the gift
of tongues was not manifested." She
promptly replied, "We do have the gift
of tongues, but it may not have been
manifested this day."

In some ways I was sorry I attended
the Praise Temple of the Assembly of
God in Burleson, Texas, because it con-
firmed a fear that J had, that the Advent-
ist Celebration service I attended in
August was a copy of this praise service.
I did not want to face that fact. I could
not imagine that the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church had adopted a charis-
matic form ofworShip. But all down the
line the Adventist Celebration worship J
attended in August in another state,
spanned the best part of an hour, by
praise songs directed by lead singers,
interrupted here and there with time for
special music numbers, a baby dedica-
tion, a drama presentation, the prayer,
announcements, and then followed by a
half hour sermon. I believe it was mOre
than a coincidence that the different
praise songs were sung eleven times
from the screen in the Praise Temple of
the Assembly of God, and also eleven

Ron nlOmpsofl is pastor of the Cleburne First
Seventh-day Adventist Church, Cleburne,
Texas.

Origin and Development of Celebra-
tion

During November, I entered a
church as the service commenced with a
lead singer directing a song service with
special praise songs projected on a
screen by overhead projection. The
songs were sung to the accompaniment
of a pop band, with full complement of
drums-no organ was in sight. The con-
gregalion, a number of whom were
dressed very casually, were not casual in
their singing-they sang with great
gusto, clapping hands rhythmically to a

W ITHOUT specific solicitation,
letters and communications have

come to me from ministers and church
members in Texas, California, Colorado,
Kansas and Ohio, expressing alarm and
concern about the Celebration format of
worship penetrating the portals of the
Adventist Church. The consensus of
concern is about the drama, music and
preaching being used in Celebration. I
shaU address these issues using many of
my own direct observations since I have
attended the largest Celebration-style
churches in two different states. I have
had a sleepless night or two, and have
given considerable prayerful study to
the issue.

ubiquitous beat, and toe-tapping here
and there. As the tempo of the music
increased, a crescendo came in, and the
phrases of the songs were repeated, so
that the spirits of the people were ele-
vated. Then the arms were raised, and
gently waved in ecstasy by worshipers.
One praise song after another was sung,
interspersed by the calls of the lead
singer to clap or raise hands. And if the
congregation did not respond suffi-
ciently, the chosen praise songs would
suggest a response, such as: "Make a
joyful noise unto the Lord ... Clap with
your hands," or uFor thou, 0 Lord, I lift
my hands to thee." It was like a spiritual
aerobics session, with continual music
and songs interjected with "spiritual ex-
ercises" by hand clapping in applause or
rhythm, and the raising of hands. All of
this spanned the best part of an hour with
special numbers in between, and broken
sufficiently for the prayer, announcements
and offering. The next half hour or so
was devoted to the sermon.

Are you waiting for the identifica-
tion of the church service described?
The prominent church sign read: Praise
Temple-worship Sunday 10:30 a.m. I
could not identify the church until after
the service, when I asked a member in
the foyer. She told me it was the As-
sembly of God Church. So the real

========1 Ron Thompson 1========
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The test of true worship is evident in
repentance, conversion and a deepening
conviction of one's unworthiness, rather than
one's well-being

times from the screen in the Celebration
service of thc Advcntist Church I at-
tended. Just as the praise service with
plenty of "spiritual exercises" in the
Assembly of God church did not
manifest the gift of tongues that Novem-
ber day, so the Celebration service with
some "spiritual exercises" in the Ad-
ventist church did not manifest the gift
of tongues that August day, and may not
for some time to come; but who knows
when?
The foregoing description defines

the Celebration format of worship,
which is followed to varying degrees
and intensity by a few Adventist
churches. There is at present no para-
digm. The origin of the Celebration for-
mat, knocking at the Anglo-American
Adventist Church, is not dietated by
accident, or preference, or culture, but
by the charismatic church. It is also
significant, that the largest and oldest
Celebration-style Adventist churches
arc holding their services, without fear
or suspicion, in rented Charismatic
churches-one of which is the As-
sembly of God Church. This is some-
thing we would not have dared to enter-
tain in the past.

If we did not know where the Cele-
bration format of worship came from,
the Christian world surely knows, as
stated in Christianity Taday, in the ar-
ticle "The Recent Truth about Seventh-
day Adventists":

"AJld now the Third Wave [meaning
liberals] is lapping at Adventism's
shores: One Adventist missiologist re-
pons that at least six Adventist congre-
gations have adopted the worship style
and kingdom theology of John Wim-
ber's Vineyard Fellowship. This is re-
markable in a church that has steadfastly
resisted the charismatic renewal. But it
shows the adaptability of Adventism.'"

It comes via the 3000-seat New
Hope Community Church rented by the
New Life Celebration Church of
Seventh-day Adventists. The book
20/20 Visian, by Dale E. Galloway,
senior pastor of the New Hope Commu-
nity Church, is selling briskly in one of
our Conference book centers. The term
Celebration permeates the book, even
with a section entitled: "Make every
worship service a Celebration."

A celebration of what? 20/20 Vision
explains:

"In the early church they met to-
gethcr for the giant celebration of the
resurrcction day of the week. And

during the week they met from house to
house in small cell groups."2

The New Hope Community Church
meets "on Sunday to celebrate all to-
gether the resurrection power of Jesus.")
I cenainly hope that this form of celebra-
tion does not rub off onto the Adventist
Church to hold Celebration community
services on Sunday-but in fact in a
certain place it has.

Dale Galloway'S book, 20/20 Vision,
explains how to have a "Garden of
Prayer," (which was adopted by theCele-
bration format) where people assemble
before the minister for prayer, and elders
lay hands on their shouldcrs'-just the
kind of posture for the reception of the
false Pentecostal spirit by the "laying on
of hands."

So much has rubbed off on Advent-
ists from the New Hope Community
ChurCh, Dale Galloway, and his book
that it has prompted the following Ad-
ventist publications: Homes of Hope
Bible study guides; From Cell 10 Cele-
hration, a Leader's Guide to a Dynamic
Small Group Ministry; Trinity Power
Circle, Mega-Ministry. The last-named
guide, Trinity Power Circle, has even
adoptcd and has displayed on the front
cover the latest international logo of the
Pentecostal, tongues-speaking, charis-
matic movement: the depiction of the

dove with the olive branch in its mouth.
And to give this guide universal appeal
to the Adventist Church, the back cover
carries the imprimatur: General Confer-
ence World Ministers Council, Indi-
anapolis, 1990, Seminar No. GCM7274.
Thus by means of this guide and semi-
nar, ministers from America and the
world field were taught how to have
"Spirit-filled worship celebrations."

I hasten to share a quotation from the
booklet, Proposal for a Joint Worldwide
Movemetzt, a joint venture by the three
communions (Orthodox, Roman Catho-
lics, and Protestants) and Para-church
Organizations to Reach the World for

Jesus Christ, by Robert Meyers, 1989. It
advocates "praising God in song with
lively music (psalms, hymns, and con·
temporary music) using guitars and
other instruments, variety and lay par-
ticipation." It continues:

"Our worship services must be more
lively. We should show some enthusi-
asm like people do at athletic events or
eoncens. There is no one we should be
more excited about than Jesus. We
should clap our hands, stamp our feet,
raise our hands, and give each other holy
hugs.... Why not some drama.... Let
there be variety."

Surely one can see that the TOots of
the Celebration format is not only
charismatic, bUI the One-World Church
is obviously bound together by the
charismatic.

The Spirit of Prophecy counsels:
"There is a desire to pattern after other
churches, and simplicity and humility
are almost unknown."s

Celebration in the Context of Worship

Having discussed the origin, course
and development of the Celebration ap-
proach, I now consider its ramifications
relative to a theology of worship on the
Sabbath day. Celebration can mean to
l'keep," but in its current context has a

secular connotation, and that is why it
has secular trappings like the use of
balloons and other secular symbols. Yel
balloons have decorated the entrance to
a Celebration-style Adventist Church.

The term celebration has no Biblical
basis in a theology of worship. There is a
text in the Bible that is translated cele-
brate in English relating to festal wor-
ship: "From even unto even, shall ye
celebrate your sabbath"-in the context
of the Day of Atonement (Leviticus
23:32). The Hebrew word translated
celebrate is shabath, the same Hebrew
word that is translated sabbath else-
where. In other words, a literal free
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Ifwe grant that the traditional worship service
is dull and lacks luster, let's not go to the
opposite extreme, and fill the worship
experience with jollification and excitement

translation would read: "From even unto
even shall ye sabba/ize your sabba/h."

Supporters of the Celebration ap-
proach will cite the eoncept of celebra-
tion evident in the creation of the world
(See Job 38:4--7), or the triumphal song
after the crossing of the Red Sea (See
Exodus 15), but thcse events were
unique occasions, the magnitude of
which did not cnter into wcekly Sabbath
worship. Such evcnts of celebration are
no pretext for Sabbath worship.
The cmphasis of Scripture is thc

worship ofGod, to give glory and adora-
tion to God and to thc Lamb of God.
Rcvclation 14:7; 5:12-14. The emphasis
of the Celebration approach is for mem-
bers to "celebratc their joy in the Lord."
Such an approach to worship leans
toward the Pharisee in the parable, who
prayed with himself and thanked God,
and celebrated his good estimation of
himself. Il gave him a sense of well-
being to feel good about himsclf. On thc
other hand the publican, who was
justified in his approach to prayer and
worship, sensed the Holincss of God and
sensed the sinfulness of himself-"God
be merciful to me a sinner." Luke
18:10-14. Thus thc direction of worship
was God-centered. "God was fe-seen"
and the result was "man was fe-made."
The test of true worship is evident in
repentance, conversion and a deepening
conviction of onc's unworthiness, rather
than one's well-being.

In an attempt to display openness to
the community, and a morc popular and
palatable approach, by the use of the
word Celcbration, placed foremost on
public signs, the name Seventh-day Ad-
vcntist is played down and diminished.
Our messagc to the world is not Celebra-
tion-whatever that nebulous term con-
veys. The Spirit of Prophecy counsels:

"There must be no cloaking of our
faith to secure patronage.,l(5
"The name Seventh-day Adventist is

a standing rebuke to the Protestant
world.... The name Seventh-day Ad-
ventist carries the true features of our
faith in front and will convict the inquir-
ing mind."7

Celebration Incorporates "Spiritual
Exercises"

Celebration-style worshipers resort
to the Psalms in support of their "spir-
itual exercises": "Make a joyful noise
unto God, all ye lands." Psalms 66:1.
Celcbrationists, like charismatics are in-
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clined to an "extreme literalism" in the
interpretation of the Scripture, and go so
far as to say that this verse means really
making a loud noise, or better still, some
may even shout in the service, because
"the sons of God shouted for joy" Job
38:7

But such interpretation misses the
mark, because in the Psalms and the
Poetic Writings we are confronted with
Hebrew poetry. Whereas we are ac-
quainted with poetry in the rhyming of
words, Hebrew poetry comprises the
rhyming of thoughts, or phrases. Thus
one thought expressed, would be paral-
leled by a second thought. This "Hebrew
parallelism" is illustrated in the Psalm
that was quoted, where Psalm 66, verse

onc, "Make a joyful noise unto God," is
matched in parallel with verse two:
"Sing forth the honour of His name."
Likewise Job 38, verse seven: "the sons
of God shouted for joy," is matched in
parallel with: "the morning stars sang
together." Thus to "make a joyful
noise," or "shout for joy," simply means
to sing, and nothing else.

The same principle of interpretation
of Hebrew poetry should be applied to
the Psalm that is sung and is followed
literally: "0 clap your hands all ye
people." Psalm 47:1. While this is the
only pertinent text in the Bible refcrring
to people clapping hands, and is clung to
tenaciously by celebrationists, it does
not specify clapping in a worship serv-
ice. Nor does it specify either rhythmic
hand-clapping or clapping in applause.
So what does it really mean?

Notice "clap your hands all ye
people," is matched in parallel with,
"shout unto God with the voice of tri-
umph." Psalm 47:1. Since "shouting
unto God" or "joyful noise" is simply
singing, so to "clap your hands," is just a
figure of speech, an 'idiomatic expres-
sion of joy,' that the psalmist had to
choose, to match the other 'expression
of joy' in singing.

By the way, the clapping of hands in
applause during worship shifts the mood
of music and song into entertainment.
Ncither the instrumentalists nor the vocal-
ists need be applauded, since they have
not performed for men but unto God.
Song and music arc unto God, singing
"forth the honour of His name," making
"His praise glorious," not praise of men.
Psalm 66:1-2. The true form ofassent and
loken of confirmation of truth is simply:
"All the congregation said, amen, and
praised the lorcf'-or said alleluia.
hemiah 5:13; see also Revelation 19:4

Those who raise hands and arms in
worship rally to, and sing Psalm 134,
verse two, in support of this "spiritual
exercise": "Lift up your hands in the

sanctuary, and bless the Lord." But the
verse can also be translated: "Lift up
your hands in holiness." And this can
simply mean in the attitude and posture
of prayer as in Psalm 63, verse 4, which
reads: "I will lift up my hands in Thy
name," followed by verse six: "When I
remember Thee upon my bed"-in
prayer, of course.

Furthermore, the expression 'lift up
hands,' may not be all that literal, such
as: "My hands also will I lift up unto Thy
commandments" (Psalm 119:48); or
"Let us lift up our heart with our hands
unto God in the heavens." Lamentations
3:41. Thus the expression 'lift up hands'
is morc like the desire to 'reach' out
after God. Just like the telephone slogan
"Reach out and touch someone" does
not literally mean that at all, but is an
expression of communication.

Young Bakker, whose father is the
imprisoned evangelist Jim Bakker, came
home and told his mother Tammy
Bakker, "she wouldn't believe what
happened to him." He said, "Mom I
raised my hands up in church for the
first time in my life. Mom, I cried for
five days straight, and Mom, I spoke in
a language I couldn't understand. I
couldn't stop, Mom."8



Ellcn Whitc dilatcs on fanaticism
and extremes of one kind and another in
Selected Messages. Here arc a few ex-
cerpts:

"Among those who took part in these
extraordinary forms of fanatacism were
some who had once been faithful, God-
fearing brethren and sisters." It was
stated that: "Some would dance, and
sing 'Glory' ... over and over again.
Sometimes a person would jump up and
down on the floor, with hands uplifted,
praising God. , .. We are to strengthen
our position by dwelling on the Word,
and by avoiding all oddities and strange
exercisings. ... It is through the Word-
not feeling, not excitement-that we
want to influence the people to obey the
truth."9

Celebration in Drama and Music

Whereas the Praise Temple of the
Assembly of God that I attended, set
apart drama entirely to a special worship
service from time to time, the Adventist
Celcbration Church I attcndcd incor-
porated it in the worship format-aftcr
all, variety is the spice of life! The drama
presentation was well performed on
three stage levels, the lights were out,
but the spotlights followed the actors,
and the narration effectively created the
mood of thc dramatic, backed up with
music. But drama has a place in the
theater and is for entertainment. The
house of worship is not a theater, and
worship is not entertainment. Therefore,
a drama presentation has no place in a
theology of worship on the Sabbath day.

The Assembly of God churchcs as-
sembled at a recent national convention,
and passed a resolution that: "The
church of Jesus Christ has come under
special attack from Satan through the
entertainment media, and has been pro-
voked to emulate the world and its de-
gradcd art forms." The resolution had
particular refcrence to the ousting of
Christian rock music. The Seventh-day
Adventist Church necds to pass a similar
resolution and include the ousting of
much comemporary gospel music and
praise music.

Praise music has been introduced by
thc Celebration format. While the words
are sacred, much of the music accom-
paniment is secular and sensual, the kind
of music that sets the hands clapping in
rhythm with the percussion beat, and
sels the body to dancing-but wait, one
wouldn't want to dance in church!

Much of praisc music has a progrcs-
sian of tempo, beat and pitch, with con-
tinual repetition, designed to elevate the
spirits, and produce a state of ecstasy.

The trouble today is that the church
has "put no difference between the holy
and the profane" (Ezekiel 22:26) with
regard to music. Nadab and Abihu rea-
soned that 'fire is fire,' and made no
difference between holy fire and strange
fire, when they served before the Lord.
May we not make the same mistake, and
reason that •music is music' when we
worship thc Lord. There is a clear dis-
tinction between sacred music and secu-
lar music; let therc be no blurring of the
two, to our own hurt. Let's not "offer
strange fire before the Lord." Leviticus
10:1

Solution to the Issue of Worship in
Celebration

1. Substitute Worship for Celebra-
tion (in all its aspects).

2. Separatc the secular from the
sacred with regard to praise music. Seleci
praise music without emphasis on syn-
copation, dominant percussion, planned
progression of tempo, beat and pitch,
conlinual repetition and dance-type
music. In a sincere endeavor to enhance
the music in church, on.e may combine a
variety of instruments skillfully played,
to complement the piano and organ. Let's
not dispense with the organ altogether.
The music can also be greatly enhanced
with a good choir. Separate from the
Celebration format, its Pentecostal exter-
nals in "spiritual exercises."

3. Moderate the Celebration empha-
sis on music and excitement. Too much
music will lead to a music-centered
church, and therefore depart from the
Protestant pulpit-centered church.

Ifwe grant that the traditional worship
service is dull and lacks luster, let's not go
to the opposite cxtreme, and fill the wor-
ship experience with jollification and ex-
citement. Of course that will attract those
in which "the intoxication of excitement
is the Object they are seeking. "to

Since the Celcbration approach to
worship has an attraction for the youth,
who are at an age when they 'want'
pleasure, entertainment and excitement,
let's be sure that we give them what they
'need.' They need a "hunger and thirst
after righteousness"-they need to seek
"first the kingdom of God"-they need
Jesus Christ, Son of God, and not Jesus
Christ, Superstar.

Thlking about wants and needs, let's
not get our metaphors mixed and mistake
needs for wants. People go to Adventist
Celebration churches because it mcets
their necd of acceptance and lovc, sincc
the preaching tends to an emphasis on
"love, acceptance and forgiveness."
People go to a "happy-go-lucky church"
because it meets their need for happiness.
People like that sort of church, reports a
Newsweek article on current Christian
trends, because: "It totally accepts peoplc
as they are without any sort of don'ts and
dO'S."ll People don't really like to go to
church because of their "Iostness/' and so
sin is lost sight of, and the prcacher tends
to "prophesy smooth things." Isaiah 30:10

The Spirit of Prophecy counsels:
"A large majority of men and women

who profess to know the truth prefer
smooth messages. They do not desire to
have thcir sins and defcets broughl bcfore
them. They want accommodating minis-
ters, who will not arouse conviction by
spcaking the truth. They choose men who
will Datter them, and in their turn they
flatter the minister who has shown such a
'good spirit,' while they revile the faith-
ful servant of God.... Many praise the
minister who dwells on graec and mercy
and love of Jesus, who is not particular to
enforce duties and obligations."12

The battle cry today is Ict the church
meet the needs of the peoplc. Therefore
a group known as the Church Growlh
Movement, led by Lyle Schaler and his
cohorts, advocates a Mega-church re-
sembling a suburban shopping mall,
where the Christian customer is king-a
onc-stop church complex, that offers an
array of affinity and support groups,
classes and seminars on anything under
the sun to satisfy people's real or im-
agined needs of intimacy, knowledge, ct
cetera. Such a church fits all needs-so-
cial, mental, physical and spiritual.

Mega-ministry is sweeping through
the churches and the Adventist Celebra-
Hon church is running with it. Thc Trin-
ity Power Circle guidebook for Advcnt-
ist Cclebration churches carries the sub-
title Mega-ministry. Such an aU-inclu-
sive ministry sounds great, but a great
deal 01' energy is cxpended in keeping
the wheels spinning. can it just become
a peripheral-ministry, to the exclusion
of a central-ministry, that is a pulpil-
centered church?

Commenting on Mega-ministry thc
Newsweek article says:

"Unlike earlier religious revivals the
aim this time (aside from born-again
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traditionalists of ali faiths) is support,
not salvation, help rather than holjness,
and circlc of spiritual equals, rather than
an authoritative church or guide. A
group affirmation of self is at the top of
the agenda, which is why some of the
least demanding churches are now in
greatest demand.)l13

While "there is a balm in Gilead"
(See Jeremiah 8:22) "to heal the broken-
hearted," this nurture ministry (includ-
ing "need-meeting ministries") must be
moderated to some ex1cnt, and not su-

pcrsedc "deliverance to the captives"
which is the salvation of the sinner.
Luke 4:18. Instead of lifting "up holy
hands" as the praise song urges, let it be
"My hands also will I lift up unto Thy
commandmcnts." Psalm 119:48. May
one rejoice, celebrate, "I delight to do
Thy will, 0 my God: yea, Thy law is
within my heart." Psalm 40:8. May thc
prayer be, "not My will [or my /leeds],
but Thine be done." Luke 22:42 0

, Christianity Today, February 5, 1990, 19-20

1 DRlc E. Galloway, 20/20 Vision (Scott Publish-
ing, 19(0),38
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Evangelism Comes to England
UBring some more hot water." "Need

some more towels?" IIYes, and some ice
water too."

These wcre just some of the many
sounds that were hcard during the week
that John Martin and Kurt Unglaub spent
at a littlc village in England called Gaze-
Icy. The pcople at Gazeley are really on
fire for thc Lord. During the past five
years these lay workers have distributed
thousands ofOur Firm Foundationmag-
azines with the hope of bringing revival
and reformation to God's people, but
they havcn't stopped there. God is rais-
ing up the common people to take His
last-day message to the world.
"In this closing work of the gospel

Ihere is a vasl field to be occupied; and
more than ever before, the work is to
enlist helpers from the common people.
Both the youth and those older in years
will be called from the field, from the
vineyard, and from the workshop, and
sent forth by the Master to give His
message." Colporleur Ministry, 21

Beginning every morning al 8:30
A.M. and lasting unlil 9:00 P.M., 12 to 18
people from allover England came to
receive training. The training consisted
of the colporteur work, the medieal mis-
sionary work and a thorough under-
standing of how to give Bible studies.
Here is what some of the sludents said
after the training.

"My wife and I recently attended a
one-week colporteur and medical mis-
sionary training seminar held at Gaze-
ley. The Lord has given us both a
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burden for the colporteur ministry here
in England, and after John Martin and
Kurt Unglaub's recently visit we re·
ceived much praclical knowledge and
encouragement. By God's gracc we are
canvassing full-time now bctween 5
and 6 hours each day. Many souls arc
hungry for Ihc truth, just waiting for
somconc to knock on their door and
show them a bettcr way." R.P., Luttcr-
worth, U.K.

"This last week's seminar on the
COlporteur work and the medical mis-
sionary work has helped me to know
why I am a servant of God, and what
God can do through me to offer salva-
tion through Christ. It is my sincere
prayer that many more of us will learn
the sacred principles outlined in this
seminar. 1 learned about dying to self,
co-operating with God and His holy
angelS, and one day in the near future
meet those souls who God leads us to, to
administer to them, around the throne of
God." D.T., London

"This past week has been a wonder-
ful experience for me. I came initially
to help with the home remedies demos,
and to learn how to be a literature
evangelist. Apart from being a revival
to my soul, as it always is at Gazeley, it
really made me think. This seminar has
brought me to a crossroad in my life,
where the decisions I make, because of
this week have changed my life and
may have evcIl changed my desliny.
The most wonderful blessing is that it
has brought mc closer to my Saviour,

as I prepare 10 go out and reach out for
souls. I would personally rccommend
that if you feel thc Holy Spirit calling
you, listcn for a training such as this
one, so you can become a more effec-
tive workcr for God. I have now re-
committcd my life to the Lord so that
wherever He wants me to go and
whatever He wants me to do, ['II go,
because Jesus has done so much for
me, how can I deny my neighbors this
love?" P.N., Worthing, U.K.

"Mornings filled with inspiring, cn·
couraging and very interesting lcc-
tures. Afternoons with hot baths,
sweaty faces and sheet-wrapped bo-
dies, gasps as icy water is poured onto
hot feet. Evenings of fellowship and
learning the principles of giving Bible
studies. A week of learning and study-
ing, of experimenting with natural re-
medies and realizing the awesome task
before us, yet knowing that we are not
required to go out there alone. God has
made provision for every need we
have. What are we waiting for?" M.e.,
South Africa

Friends, you can experience what
these people did in England. Just call or
write our office here at Hope lnter-
nalional for more details on having a
one-week intensive training seminar in
your area. Ask about the one-weck
Medical Missionary, Colporteur Train-
ing, Bible Seminar, today.

John Martin, Director of the canvassing
work at Hope Intcrnalional
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communicate the
light. They will grow
in holiness. Those
who receive the Holy
Spirit will feel the
chilling atmosphere
that surrounds the
souls of others by
whom these great and
solemn realities are
unappreciated and
spoken against. They
feel that they are in
the council of the un-
godly, of men who
tand in the way of
sinners, and sit in the
seat of the scornful.

The Word of God
speaketh truth, not a
lie. In it is nothing
strained, nothing ex-
tremc, nothing over-
done. We are to accept
it as the Word of the
living God. In obe-
dience to that Word,
the church have duties
to perform which they
have not done. They
are not to llee from the
post of duty; but in
trial and temptation
they should lean more
heavily upon God.
There are difficulties
to be met, but God's
people as one must
rise to the emergen-
cies. There are duties

to be discharged to the church
and to our God.
The Spirit of God is

departing from many among
His people. Many have entered into
dark, secret paths, and some will never
return. They will continue to stumble to
their ruin. They have tempted God, they
have rejected light. All the evidence that
will ever be given them they have re-
ceived, and have not heeded. They have
chosen darkness rather than light, and
have defiled their souls. No man or
church can associate wit.h a pleasurc-
loving class, and reveal that they appre-
ciate the rich current which the Lord has
sent to those who have simple faith in
his Word. The world is polluted, cor-
rupted, as was the world in the days of
Noah. The only remedy is belief in the
truth, acceptance of the light. Yet many

.-,
•

glory has been despised by some who
claim to believe the present truth. Be
careful how you treat it. Thke off the
shoes from off your feet; for you are on
holy ground. Beware how you indulge
the attributes of Satan, and pow con-
tempt upon the manifestation of the
Holy Spirit. I know not but some have
even now gone too far to return and to
repent.

Communication of Light

I state truth. The souls who love
God, who believe in Christ, and who
eagerly grasp every ray of light, will see
light, and rejoice in the truth. They will

G.

Cleansing of the Heart Needed

I inquire of those in responsible posi-
tions in Battle Creek, What are you
doing? You have turned your back, and
not your face, to the Lord. There needs
to be a cleansing of the heart, the feel-
ings, the sympathies, the words, in refer-
ence to the most momentous subjects---
the Lord God, eternity, truth. What is the
message to be given at this time? It is the
third angel's message. But that light
which is to fill the whole earth with its

GOD says to His
servants, "Cry

aloud, spare not, lift up
thy voice like a trum-
pet, and shew My
people their transgres-
sion, and the house of
Jacob their sins."
Isaiah 58:1. But when
the plain, straight testi-
morty comes from lips
under the moving of
the Spirit of God, there
are many who treat it
with disdain. There are
among us those who,
in actions if not in
words, "say to the
seers, See not; and to
the prophets, Prophesy
not unto us right
things, speak unto US
smooth things, proph-
esy deceits: Get you
out of the way, tum
aside out of the path,
cause the Holy One of
Israel to cease from
before us. Wherefore
thus saith the Holy One
of Israel, Because ye
despise this word, and
trust in oppression and
perverseness, and stay
thereon: therefore this
iniquity shall be to you
as a breach ready to
fall, swelling out in a
high wall, whose
breaking cometh sud-
denly at an instant. ... For thus S - E -th
saith the Lord God, the Holy avmg m
ness and in confidence shall be yow
strength: and ye would not." Isaiah
30:10-13, 15
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For years the church has been looking to man
and expecting much from man, but not looking
to Jesus, in whom our hopes of eternal life are
centered

have listened to the truth spoken in
demonstration of the Spirit, and they
have not only refused to accept the
message, but they have hated the light.
These men are parties to the ruin of
souls. They have interposed themselves
between the heaven-sent light and the
people. They have trampled upon the
Word of God and are doing despite to
His Holy Spirit.

I call upon God's people to open
their eyes. When you sanction or carry
oul the decisions of men who, as you
know, are not in harmony with truth and
righteousness, you weaken your own
faith and lose your relish for communion
with God. You seem to hear the voice
which was addressed to Joshua:
"Wherefore liest thou thus upon thy
face? Israel hath sinned, and they have
also transgressed My covenant which I
commanded them. . . . There is an
accursed thing in the midst of thee, 0
IsraeL" "Neither will I be with you any
more, except ye destroy the accursed
from among you." Joshua 7:10-11, 13,
12. Christ declares, "He that gathereth
not with Me scattereth abroad." Mat-
thew 12:30

The Message of Justification by Faith

The Lord in His great mercy sent a
most precious message to His people
through Elders Waggoner and Jones.
This message was to bring more promi-
nently before the world the uplifted
Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins of the
whole world. It presented justification
through faith in the Surety; it invited the
people to receive the righteousness of
Christ, which is made manifest in obe-
dience to all the commandments ofGod.
Many had lost sight of Jesus. They
needed to have their eyes directed to His
divine person, His merits, and His
changeless love for the human family.
All power is given into His hands, that
He may dispense rich gifts unto men,
imparting the priceless gift of His own
righteousness to the helpless human
agent. This is the message that God
commanded to be given to the world. It
is the third angel's message, which is to
be proclaimed with a loud voice, and
attended with the outpouring of His
Spirit in a large measure.

The uplifted Saviour is to appear in
His efficacious work as the Lamb slain,
sitting upon the throne, to dispense the
priceless covenant blessings, the bene-
fits He died to purchase for every soul
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who should believe on Him. John could
not express that love in words; it was too
deep, too broad; he calls upon the human
family to behold it. Christ is pleading for
the Church in the heavenly courts above,
pleading for those for whom He paid the
redemption price of His own lifeblood.
Centuries, ages, can never diminish the
efficacy of this atoning sacrifice. The
message of the gospel of His grace was
to be given to the church in clear and
distinct lines, that the world should no
longer say that Seventh-day Adventists
talk the law, the law, but do not teach or
believe Christ.

The efficacy of the blood of Christ
was to be presented to the people with
freshness and power, that their faith
might lay hold upon its merits. As the
high priest sprinkled the warm blood
upon the mercy seat, while the fragrant
cloud of incense ascended before God,
so while we confess our sins and plead
the efficacy of Christ's atoning blood,
OUf prayers are to ascend to heaven,
fragrant with the merits of our Saviour's
character. Notwithstanding OUf unwor-
thiness, we are ever to bear in mind that
there is One that can take away sin and
save the sinner. Every sin acknowledged
before God with a contrite heart, He will
remove. This faith is the life of the
churCh. As the serpent was lifted up in
the wilderness by Moses, and all that
had been bitten by the fiery serpents

were bidden to look and live, so also the
Son of man must be lifted up, that
"whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life."

Unless he makes it his life business
to behold the uplifted Saviour, and by
faith to accept the merits which it is his
privilege to claim, the sinner can no
marc be saved than Peter could walk
upon the water unless he kept his eyes
fixed steadily upon Jesus. Now, it has
been Satan's determined purpose to
eclipse the view of Jesus and lead men to
look to man, and trust to man, and be

educated to expect help from man. For
years the church has been looking to
man and expecting much from man, but
not looking to Jesus, in whom our hopes
of eternal life are centered. Therefore
God gave to His servants a testimony
that presented the truth as it is in Jesus,
which is the third angel'S message, in
clear, distinct lines. John's words are to
be sounded by God's people, that all
may discern the light and walk in the
light: "He that cometh from above is
above all: he that is of the earth is
earthly, and speaketh of the earth: He
that cometh from heaven is above all.
And what He hath seen and heard, that
He testifieth; and no man receiveth His
testimony. He that hath received His
testimony hath ScI to His seal that God is
true. For He whom God hath sent
speaketh the words of God: for God
giveth not the Spirit by measure unto
Him. The Father loveth the Son, and
hath given all things into His hands. He
that believeth on the Son hath everlast-
ing life: and he that believeth not the Son
shall not see life; but the wrath of God
abideth on him." John 3:31-36

This is the testimony that must go
throughout the length and breadth of the
world. It presents the law and the gospel,
binding up the two in a perfect whole.
(See Romans 5, and 1 John 3:9 to the
close of the chapter.) These precious
scriptures will be impressed upon every

heart that is opened to receive them.
"The entrance ofThy words giveth light;
it giveth understanding unto the
simple"-those who are contrite in
heart. Psalm 119:130. "As many as re-
ccived Him, to them gave He power to
become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on His name." John 1:12.
These have not a mere nominal faith, a
theory of truth, a legal religion, but they
believe to a purpose, appropriating to
themselves the richest gifts of God.
They plead for the gift, that they may
give to others. They ",on say, "Of His



fulness have all we received, and grace
for grace." John 6:16

"He that loveth not, knoweth not
God; for God is love. In this was
manifested the love of God toward us,
becausc that God sent His only begotten
Son into the world, that we might live
through Him. Hercin is love, not that we
lovcd God, but that He loved us, and
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we
ought also to love one another. No man
hath seen God at any time. If we love
one another, God dweIleth in liS, and His
love is perfected in us. Hereby know we
that we dwell in Him, and He in us,
because He hath given us of His Spirit."
1 John 4:8-13

God's Message for the Present Time

This is the very work which the Lord
designs that the message He has given
His servants, shaIl perform in the heart
and mind of every human agent. It is the
perpetual life of the church to love God
suprcmely and to love others as thcy
love themselves. There was but little
love for God or man, and God gave to
His messengers jllst what the people
needed. Those who receivcd the mes-
sage were greatly blessed, for they saw
the bright rays of the Sun of Righteous-
ness, and life and hope sprang up in their
hearts. They were beholding Christ.
"Fear not," is His everlasting assurance;
"I am He that liveth, and was dead; and,
behold, I am alive for evermore." Rev-
elation 1:18. "Because I live, ye shall
livc also." John 14:19. The blood of the
spotless Lamb of God the believcrs
apply to thcir own hearts. Looking upon
the great Antitypc, we can say, "It is
Christ that died, yca rather, that is risen
again! who is even at the right hand of
God, who also makcth intercession for
us." Romans 8:34. The Sun of Right-
eousness shines into our hearts to give
the knowlcdge of thc glory of Jesus
Christ. Of the Holy Spirit's office He
says, "He shall glorify me; for He shaIl
rcccive of Mine, and shaIl shew it unto
you." John 16:14. The psalmist prays.
"Purge me with hyssop, and I shaIl be
clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter
than snow.... Create in me a clean
heart, 0 God; and renew a right spirit
within me. Cast mc not away from Thy
presencc; and take not Thy Holy Spirit
from me. Restore unto me the joy ofThy
salvation; and uphold me wilh Thy free
Spirit. Then will I teach transgressors

Thy ways; and sinners shall be con-
verted unto Thee." Psalm 51:7,10-13

Thc Lord would have these grand
themes studied in our churches, and if
every church member shall give en-
trance to the Word of God, it will give
light and understanding to the simple.
"Who is among you that feareth the
LORD, that obeyeth the voice of His
servant, that walketh in darkness, and
hath no light? let him trust in the narne of
the LORD, and stay upon his God. Be-
hold, all ye that kindlc a fire, that com-
pass yourselves about with sparks: walk
in the light of your fire, and in the sparks
that ye have kindled. This shall ye have
of Mine hand; ye shall lie down in
sorrow." Isaiah 50:10-11. See Isaiah
29: 13-16, 18-21. "Thus saith the LoRD,
Let not the wise man glory in his wis-
dom, neither let the mighty man glory in
his might, let not the rich man glory in
his riches: but Ict him that glorieth glory
in this, that he undcrstandcth and
knoweth Me, that I am the LORD which
exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and
righteousness, in the earth: for in these
things I delight, saith the LoRD."
Jeremiah 9:23-24

Never was there a time when the
Lord would manifest His grcat grace
unto His chosen ones more fully than in
these last days when His law is made
void. "The loRD is weIl pleascd for His
rightcousness' sake; Hc will magnify the
law, and make it honourable." What
docs God say in rcgard to His people?
"Bul lhis is a peoplc robbed and spoiled;
they are all of them snared in holes, and
they arc hid in prison houses: they are
for a prey, and none delivereth; for a
spoil, and nonc saith, Restore." Isaiah
42:21-22. See also Isaiah 43. These are
prophecies that wiIl be fulfilled.

Warning Against Despising God's
Message

I would speak in warning to those
who have stood for years resisting light
and cherishing the spirit of opposition.
How long will you hatc and despise the
messengers of God's righteousness?
God has given them His message. They
bear the Word of the Lord. There is
salvation for you, but only through the
merits of Jesus Christ. The grace of the
Holy Spirit has been offered you again
and again. Light and power from on high
have been shed abundantly in the midst
of you. Here was evidence, that all might
disccrn whom the Lord recognized as

His servants. But there are those who
despised the men and the message they
bore. They have taunted them with being
fanatics, extremists, and enthusiasts. Let
me prophesy unto you: Unless you
speedily humble your hearts beforeGod,
and confess your sins. which are many,
you will, when it is too late, see that you
have been fighting against God.
Through the conviction of the Holy
Spirit, no longer unto reformation and
pardon, you will see that these men
whom you have spoken against have
been as signs in the world, as witnesses
for God. Then you would give the whole
world if you could redeem the past, and
be just such zcalous men, moved by the
Spirit of God to lift your voice in solemn
warning to the world; and, like them, to
be in principle firm as a rock. Your
turning things upside down is known of
the Lord. Go on a little longcr as you
have gone, in rejection of the light from
heaven, and you are lost. "The man that
shall be unclean, and shall not purify
himself, that soul shall be cut off from
among the congregation." Numbers
19:20

I have no smooth message to bear to
those who have been so long as false
guidcposts, pointing the wrong way. If
you reject Christ's delegated mcs-
sengers, you reject Chris!. Neglect this
great salvation, kept before you for
ycars, despise this glorious offer of justi-
fication through the blood of Christ and
sanctification through the cleansing
power of the Holy Spirit, and there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but
a certain fearful looking for of judgment
and fiery indignation. I entreat you now
to humble yourselves and cease your
stubborn resislance of light and evi-
dence. Say unto the Lord, Mine iniqui-
ties have separated between me and my
God. 0 Lord, pardon my transgressions.
Blot out my sins from thc book of Thy
remembrance. Praise His hOly Name,
there is forgiveness with Him, and you
can be converted, transformed.

"For if the blood of bulls and of
goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprin-
kling the unclean, sanctifieth to the puri-
fying of the flesh: how much more shall
the blood of Christ, who through the
elernal Spirit offered Himself without
spot to God, purge your conscience from
dead works to serve the living God?"
Hebrews 9:13-140

Testimonies to Ministers, 89-98
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The New Dualism
III this article Ralph Larson continues a
series which he began in January.

So what is dualism?

YOU may not have heard the term
used recently, especially if you

grew up in the Seventh-day Adventist
Church, which rejected this false doc-
trine long ago. But dualism has been one
of the most powerful formative forces in
Christian theology and is experiencing a
surprising resurgence in our own church
today.

The word dual, of course, is not
unfamiliar. We recognize that it indi-
cates two of something. Two of what, in
theology? Let's begin with a dictionary
definition, which happens to be dual
(twofold) itself:

A. (In theology) the doctrine that
there are two mutually antagonistic prin-
ciples in the universe, good and evil.

With this general definition we
would probably have no problem. We
would think that we see this principle
demonstrated in the great controversy
between Christ and Satan. But there is
another part to the delinition:

B. The doctrine that man has two
natures, physical and spiritual. Webster's
New World Dictionary.

You might still find yourself asking,
What is the problem? Do we not speak of
body and soul? Granted. If the matter
rested there, we might see nothing in the
doctrine ofdualism to concern us. But the
matter does not rest there. It goes a step
further, a very significant step, in what is
called Greek dualism. The contribution

of the Greek philosophers to the doctrine
that man has two natures, one physical
and one spiritual, was to add with great
emphasis that the physical nature of man
is evil, and the spiritual nature of man is
not evil, but good. Thus, body and soul
are mutually antagonistic to each other.

There were many voices in Greek
poetry and philosophy and much dis-
agreement from the time of Homer
(ninth century B.c.) until the fifth cen-
tury S.c. ushered in the age of the great
systematic philosophers, Socrates, Plato,
and Aristotle. Of these three, Plato was
the strongest champion of the idea that
human souls are immortal, and that they
dwell in human bodies only during their
sojourn on earth. It followed that the
soul was good, even a partaker of divin-
ity, though Plato's concept of divinity as
holy and sinless does not parallel ours.
But the body, he taught, was a partaker
of the physical and so shares in the evil
that pervades all physical things.
This doctrine led to the concept that

such physical things as the chair on
which you are sitting is not the ideal, the
real chair. The real chair is that spiritual
concept, the idea of a chair, that was
formed in the mind of the person who
purposed to make the chair. The chair in
which you sit is, at best, only a poor
approximation of the ideal and neces-
sarily partakes of the evil that is in all
matter. See Schaff's Religious Ency-
clopedia,vol. 4,88-91

These ideas spread, not because of any
appeal to authority such as the Scriptures
that are referred to by Christians, but
because of the eloquence and pursuasive
ability of their teachers, plus their appeal
to the carnal mind. Plato was supremely
articulate and eloquent, and his teaching
that faults in the human character need not
be dealt with in this life but could be
worked out in the after life, has a strong
and universal appeal to carnal minds.

1b sum up, those who followed the
thinking of Plato believed that the spir-
itual nature of man, the soul, was both
immortal and good, whereas the physi-

Ralph Larson, a retiredpastor. last served as
chairman ofthe Church alldMinistry Depart-
ment of the Seventh-day Adventist Theologi.
cal Seminary. Far East.

28 Our Firm Foundation July 1991



The concept of the intimate co-relation
between soul and body, the exact opposite of
Greek-Roman-Catholic dualism, which sees
them as antagonists, was the overarching
principle in this health reform message

cal nature, the body, was both mortal
and evil. This is what is called Greek
dualism. It saw the body and soul as
mutual antagonists which could not both
flourish and prosper at the same time.
One had to be weakened in order for the
other to be strong.

Through the influence of such early
church fathers as Origen and Augustine,
this Greek dualism made its way into the
Roman Catholic church, where it
quickly found expression in various at-
tempts to afflict, deprive, and punish the
body for the good of the soul. Fasting to
the point of ncar starvation, the wearing
of chains or hair shirts, flagellation, the
practice of celibacy, and penances of all
kinds and descriptions were born of this
Greek-Roman-Catholic doctrine of du-
alism that we all have two human na-
tures, and that the more we deprive and
afflict the body, the more the soul may
be expected to rise to new levels of
felicity and virtue.
Thus matters stood until the Reforma-

tion. calvin and Luther, though not able
to work themselves free from the immor-
tal soul concept, did reject the idea of
afflicting the body for the good of the
soul. This might be called a negative
benefit in that unwholesome practices of
self-affliction were laid aside.

It remained for the pioneers of our
church, led by the Spirit ofGod, to move
from the negative to the positive, and
affirm that the health of the body con-
tributes positively and effectively to the
health of the soul. Thus, our pioneers
took a position at the greatest possible
distance from Greek-Roman-catholic
dualism. They firmly rejected the idea
that the soul is immortal, and that it can
exist separately apart from the body.
Their study of the Scriptures brought
them to the conclusion that man is a
whole, an inseparable unity of body and
soul, and that the two are so intimately
related that the prosperity of one is
greatly affected by the prosperity of the
other. Thus, man does nol have two
human natures, but a single human na-
ture in which the two components arc
not antagonists, but allies.
They were led to these conclusions

by such Scriptures as these:
"Beloved, I wish above all things

that thou mayest prosper and be in
health, even as thy soul prospereth."
3 John 2

"Know ye not that ye are the temple
of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you? If any man defile the

temple of God, him shall God destroy;
for the temple of God is holy, which
temple ye are." 1 Corinthians 3:16-17

"What? know ye not that your body
is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is
in you, which ye have ofGod, and ye are
not your own? For ye are bought with a
price: therefore glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are
God's." 1 Corinthians 6:19-20

"Whether therefore ye eat, or drink,
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory
of God." 1 Corinthians 10:31

"And whether one member suffer,
all the members suffer with it; or one
member be honored, all the members
rejoice with it." 1 Corinthians 12:26

"According to my earnest expecta-
tion and my hope, that in nothing I shall
be ashamed, but that with all boldness,
as always, so now also Christ shall be
magnified in my body, whether it be by
life, or by death." Philippians 1:20

"Who shall change our vile body,
that it may be fashioned like unto His
glorious body, according to the work-
ing whereby He is able even to subdue
all things unto Himself." Philippians
3:21

"And the very God of peace sanctify
you wholly; and I pray God your whole

spirit and soul and body be preserved
blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ." 1 Thessalonians 5:23

These studies led our pioneers to the
conclusion that the health laws of Scrip-
ture were given by the God of love, and
were intended to make and keep God's
people the healthiest and happiest on
earth. Our own Seventh-day Adventist
health reform message was born with
the same goals in view. As steadily
increasing and progressing light carne to
the Adventist people from the Lord, they
were led away from the use of poisonous
drugs toward the use of healing methods
that would in no way injure the body.
They were led to lay aside alcohol,
tobacco, coffee, and tea, and the flesh

foods that are classified as "unclean" in
the Scriptures. They were eventually
encouraged to discontinue the use of all
flesh foods and follow as closely as
possible the Edenic diet.

It is now clear that enormous health
benefits have resulted from the following
of this program, but that was not its only
purpose. The concept of the intimate
co-relation between soul and body, the
exact opposite ofGreek-Roman-Catholic
dualism, which sees them as antagonists,
was the overarching principle in this
health reform message.

God's appointed messenger placed
before us truths in regard to the interde-
pendency of the spiritual, mental, and
physical that were to be recognized much
later by medical researchers and given
the name "psychosomatic medicine."

"In His written Word and in the great
book of nature He has revealed the prin-
ciples of life. It is our work to obtain a
knowledge of these principles, and by
obedience to co-operate with Him in
restoring health to the body as well as to
the soul. ... The love which Christ dif-
fuses through the whole being is a vitaliz-
ing power. Every vital part-the brain,
the heart, the nerves-it touches with
healing." The Ministry ofHeoling, 115

"Gratitude and trust open the heart to
the healing power of God, the energies
of the whole being are vitalized, and the
life forces triumph." Ibid., 119

"The poisons contained in many so-
called remedies create habits and ap-
petites that mean ruin to both soul and
body.... But in the end it will be found
that nature, untrammeled, does her work
wisely and well. Those who persevere in
obedience to her laws will reap the
reward in health of body and health of
mind." Ibid., 127

"All need to become acquainted with
that most wonderful of all organisms,
the human body. They should under-
stand the functions of the various organs
and the dependence of one upon another
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Apparently it has been decided by some among
us to revive the old Greek-Raman-Catholic
dualism and to announce that Jesus actually
had two human natures, one fallen and the
other unfallen!

for the healthy action of all. They should
study the influence ofthe mind upon the
hody, and of the body upon the mind,
and the laws by which they arc
governed .... Whatever injures the
health, not only lessens physical vigor,
but tends to weaken the mental and
moral powers. Indulgence in any un-
healthful practice makes it more difficult
for one to discriminate between right
and wrong, and hence more difficult to
resist evil." Ibid., 128
"The body is the only medium

through which the mind and the soul are
dcvcloped for the upbuilding of charac-
ter." Ibid., 130

"The mind strengthens under the
correct treatment of the physical and
mental powers." Ibid., 309

"A disordered stomach produces a
disordered, uncertain state of mind.
Often it causes irritability, harshness, or
injustice. Many a plan that would have
been a blessing to the world has been set
aside, many unjust, oppressive, even
cruel measures have been carried, as the
result of diseased conditions due to
wrong habits of eating." Ibid., 310

Just as the health of the body con-
tributes to the well-bcing of the soul, so
thc well-being of the soul contributes to
the health of the body, and the two are
closely related allies, not antagonists.
Whatever affects one affects the other.
Theirs is a relationship so close and so
interwoven that it would be impossible
to think of one being separate from the
othcr and unaffected by what happens to
the other. Such a notion as that thou-
sands of years of deterioration in the
human race affected Christ's physical
nature wit.hout having any effect on His
spiritual nature could never be har-
monized with this Seventh-day Advent-
ist philosophy of health.

Yet, as we have previously stated,
Greek-Raman-Catholic dualism is now
being introduced into the Seventh-day
Adventist church, creating a new doc-
trine of Adventist dualism. How could it
happen?

1l1cre is an ancient proverb to the
effect that the telling of one untruth is
likely to require the telling of other un-
truths. That is what is happening today.
Thc first tragic untruth appeared among
us with the publication of the bookQlles-
tions on Doctrine in 1957. As has been
pointed out in previous articles, this book
and its promotional material made a false
representation to the world that Seventh-
day Advcntists had always believed, like
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the Calvinistic churches, that our Lord
had come to earth in the human nature of
the unfallen Adam. Careful and
thoroughly documented rescarch has
now brought to light 1200 statements
from our historical records affirming the
opposite to be true, that our Lord came in
the human nature of fallen man. Four
hundred of these statements were from
the inspired pen of Ellen White.

Thus a choice was required of us. We
must either correct the misrepresentation
and set the matter straight, or find some
way to defend the misrepresentation. That
is why a second untruth is now being
advanced in defense of the first untruth.
The problem now encountered is the mass
of evidence from the pcn of Ellen White,

400 statements in all, that our Lord had a
human nature like ours, and not like that
of the unfallen Adam. The Adventist
people have believed, and it was even
written in the new doctrinal statement,
Sevemh-dny Adventists Believe, that her
writings are inspired and authoritative.

What can be done? 10 straightfor-
wardly announce that a decision has
been made to reject the Spirit of Proph-
ecy would be too brazcn and bold. Ap-
parently it has been decided by some
among us to revive the old Greek-
Roman-Catholic dualism and to an-
nounce that Jesus actually had two
human natures, one fallen and the other
unfallen!

This is the new Adventist dualism, a
total repudiation of the principle of the
unity of body and soul that has been held
by our church until now. To make mat-
ters worse, it is now being claimed that
this is the true meaning of the 400
statements by Ellen White about the
fallen human nature of our Lord.

But this unfortunate maneuver has
created far more problems that it has
solved. Unless we are to conceive of a
Christ who is altogcther unlike us, con-
trary to all that we learn from the in-
spired sources, we will have to take the

position that all of us are the unhappy
possessors of two antagonistic and com-
peting human natures. We need only
glancc back over our shoulders at the
results of this wretched doctrine during
the Dark Ages to see where such a
teaching is likely to lead us.

And we must remember that the argu-
ment that was advanced against our bclief
that Christ had a fallen human nature was
that to possess such a nature would have
brought Him under the condemnation or
God. If this be true, the condemnation
must rest upon a fallen human nature of
any proportion. Reducing it from one
hundred percent to fifty percent would
accomplish nothing. If God condemns
fallen human natures, He condemns them

all, regardless of their size. Wewould gain
nothing by saying that the human nature
of Christ was only partly under the con-
demnation of God. If our spiritual natures
are fallen, but His was not, how can it be
said that He was in all things tempted as
we are? See Hebrews 4: 15

As for the testimony of Ellen White
on this subject, we would make three
observations:

1. The records of history do not
reveal that anyone, either among her
friends or her foes, understood the inten-
tion of her 400 statements to be that only
the physical nature of Christ was fallen,
before the book Questions on Doctrine
was published in 1957. 10 so represcnt
them requires a manipulation and wrest-
ing of evidence no less unconscionable
than that which appears in Qllestions on
Doctrine.

2. The entire tenor of Ellen White's
writings is opposed to Greek-Roman-
Catholic dualism in any form. She was a
pioneer teacher and champion of the
truth that man is an entire being, a unity,
a whole, and that as such an entire being
he will be either saved or lost.

3. We find that the concept that only
the body of Christ was fallen specially
rejected in such statements as these:



"He was not only made flesh, but He
was made in the likeness of sinful flesh."
Tile Sevelllil-day Adventist Bible Com-
mentary, vol. 5, 1124

uHis human nature was ... identical
with our own. A human body and a
human mind were His." Selected Mes-
sages, book 3, 129

"He was made like unto His
brethren, with the same susceptibilities,
mental, and physical." Review and Her·
old, vol. 1, 505

"It was in the order of God that
Christ should take upon Himself the
form and nature of fallen man." Ibid.,
119-120

Is there anything to be gained by a
return to the ancient teaching of the
Greek dualism that had such a baleful
effect upon the Roman Catholic church
of the Middle Ages? Not a thing, unless
we admire celibacy, self-flagellation,
and a host of other practices of self-
abnegation in which the body is afflicted

for the good of the soul. Why, then, are
some of our leaders and educators
urging us to turn our backs toward the
light and embrace darkness?

Their efforts are simply ademonstra-
tion of the principle that the telling of
one untruth requires the telling of other
untruths. Having published the histori-
cally false statement that we had always
believed that Christ eame to earth in the
human nature of the unfallcn Adam, and
now being confronted with a moun-
tainous mass of evidence that the op-
posite was actually true, we have to
choose between admitting the error and
correcting it or defiantly defending the
error. The unfortunate results of those
who have made the latter choice are now
before US in the bewilderment and con-
fusion that is spreading among our
members.

A few years ago I sat in the Sabbath
School of the Asian Adventist Seminary
where I was serving as a department

chairman and listened to a fellow profes-
sor complain from the pulpit:

"I have the hardest time trying to
make my students understand that the
human nature of Christ was both fallen
and unfallen."

My sympathies were with the stu-
dents then and are with the church mem-
bers now. Another professor at the same
seminary, having compared our research
report with Questions On Doctrine, said
to me, "1 was brought up on Questions
011 Doc/rille. I was puzzled by the men-
tal gymnastics that it forced me to go
through, but I didn't know that there was
anything else. Your research may turn
the church around on this subject."

Will this actually happen? At this
point there is not much encouragement.
We ean only hope and pray, and make
sure that we ourselves arc not caught up
in the great Adventist apostasy. May God
help us, each one, to study His Word,
rightly dividing the Word of truth. 0
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"God has given me light regard-
ing our periodicals. What is it? He
has said that the dead are to
speak. How? Their works shall fol-
low them. We are to repeat the
words of the pioneers in our work,
who knew what it cost to search
for the truth as for hidden
treasure, and who labored to lay
the foundation of our work. "
Counsels to Writers and Editors, 28
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CampMeeting 1991
is coming soon (July 17-21). Please plan to join us.
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First Meeting
Wednesday
7:30p.M.

Tenino

• Chehalis

Motel PuyalIup--25 miles north of Hope International.
Call (206) 845-8825.
Northwest Motor Inn-25 miles north ofHope
International. Call (206) 841-2600.
Eagle's Nest Motel-l0 miles south ofHope
International. Call (206) 569-2533.
La Grande Hotel and RV Park-l0 miles south of
Hope International. Call (209) 832-6643.

If you plan to attend the Eatonville camp meeting, and wish to stay 011 Ollr glVlUlds,
you are more than welcome. We ask that you write or call to make a resOlvation. We
do not expect a shortage of room, but we need to have this information in order to
make the best use of our facilities. Water and restrooms will be available at several
locations on the grounds. There will be limited shower facilities, but hookups [or
water, sewer, and electricity are not available. Please plan on a real campmeeting.
As usual, there will be no charge for staying on our campus, but we cannot provide
either lodging or food except in very unusual circumstances. Please do not take it for
granted that we will be able to provide special services [or those who need them.
Instead, please call and let us know what your needs are. We will do our
best to accommodate all who desire to attend, but, unfortunately, there are
limits to what our staff can undertake during the husUe and busUe ofcamp
meeting.
If you dO not plan to stay on our grounds, you need not
make a reservation with us. You should, however, make
reservations ahead of time at the hotel or motel of your
choice. The following may be of some assistance:
Mill VillageMotel-2 miles south ofHope International.
Call (206) 832-3200.

Life Abundant \V
Missionary Institute 5

now offers shortlraining courses. ,t./itndI------------.....
See page 14 for details. ,-_--.:::::::::".,j, 0
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