
Our Firm Foundation
e,' t.'" , \" ""'L '
The 7th Day Sabbath Immutable Law of God The Everlasting Gospel .
Non-Immortality ofthe Soul

Vol. 6, No.1

Three Angels' Messages The Sanctuary
January 1991

How to Meet a
Controverted

Point

Adventist
Chain Gangs

Justification and
Sanctification

by Faith

The Fine Art of
Unbelief

Persecution in
the First
Centuries

New Earth to Earth Made New, see page 8



itorial
A new year is born, 1991 is here,

and a very tired world staggers
toward its rendezvous with the 21st
century. How will we use 1991? What
new crisis will fill the television
screens, and how will the church re-
spond to the world crisis, and, yes, to
its own crisis? The whole world teeters
on the edge of economic collapse. In-
vestors have the Wall Street jitters and
watch nervously for signs of another
Black Monday. AIDS is spreading like
a plague around the world. It is esti-
matcd that millions of people are in-
fected. The Mid-East crisis will not go
away. Nearly 200,000 Americans are
now cnduring l20-degree heat, to re-
cover the emirate of Kuwait. Crime,
drugs, discase, ecology, and possible
nuclear oblivion arc in the conversation
of millions today. Imperceptibly, un-
consciously, the world is beginning to
believe that this is thc end. But will the
church belicve it? Arc we prepared for
it? Does our lifestyle support such a
belief? Can we truly say that we arc
living in the expectation of Jesus' soon
coming when we look at the extrava-
gance of our offices, churches, yes, our
homes? The Lord's messenger tells us
that only those that learn self-denial
and sacrifice will walk through those
pearly gates.

Recently, in my travels preaching
the three angels' messages, I have
stood on the street corners of some of
the great cities of the world. Only a
few weeks past I was in Paris after a
preaching tour of the Scandinavian
countries on my way to south France to
meet with a company of believers. In
the train station I watched the milling
masses of humanity scrambling for a
place in the train to retire for the night
to their apartments and homes and tele-
visions. A young lady graciously gave
me directions to my train to Valence.
As she disappeared into the crowd, it
came to mc, I'll never see her again,
and she doesn't know that Jesus is COffi-

2 Ollr Firm FOllndatiO/1 Janu.·uy 1991

ing very soon, and she will soon face
the jUdgment, and nobody has told her.

Millions have not heard the mes-
sage that God has entrusted to Seventh-
day Adventists, and thousands are seek-
ing and waiting to hear. Will our own
pulpits prepare our own people for
judgment, so the church can then pre-
pare the world to meet their God? I am
afraid that the blood of millions will be
registered against us. The Bible speaks
to us in 1991:

"But if the watchman see the sword
come, and blow not the trumpet, and
the people be not warned; if the sword
comc, and take any person from among
them, he is taken away in his iniquity;
but his blood will I require at the watch-
man's hand. So thou, 0 son of man, I
have set thee a watchman unto the
house of Israel; thcrefore thou shalt
hear the word at My mouth, and warn
them from Me. When I say unto the
wicked, 0 wicked man, thou shalt
surely die; if thou dost not speak to
warn the wicked from his way, that
wicked man shall die in his iniquity;
but his blood will I require at thine
hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the
wicked of his way to turn from it; if he
do not turn from his way, he shall die
in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered
thy soul." Ezekial 33:6-9

Our prophet saw Satan working to
keep the light of truth from the people
of God:

"At the great heart of the work,
Satan will use his hellish arts to the «t-
most. He will seek in every possible
way to interpose himself between the
people and God, and shut away the light
that God would have come to His chil-
dren. It is his design to keep them in ig-
norance of what shall come upon the
earth." ReviewalJdHerald, vol. 2, 354

Again God speaks to His children:
"One soul is of more value to

heaven than a whole world of property,
houses, lands, money. For the conver-
sion of one soul we should tax our re-

sources to the utmost. One soul won to
Christ will flash heaven's light all
around him, penetrating the moral dark-
ness and saving other souls.

"If Christ left the ninety and nine,
that He might seck and save the one
lost sheep, can we be justified in doing
less? Is not a neglect to work even as
Christ worked, to sacrifice as He sacri-
ficed, a betrayal of sacred trusts, an in-
sultto God?

"Sound an alarm throughout the
length and breadth of the earth. Tell the
people that the day of the Lord is ncar
and hasteth greatly. Let none be left un-
warned. We might have been in the
place of the poor souls that are in error.
We might have been placed among bar-
barians. According to the truth we have
received above others, we are debtors
to impart the same to them.

"We have no time to lose. The end
is near. The passage [rom place to
place to spread the truth will soon be
hedged with dangers on the right hand
and on the left. Everything will be
placed to obstruct the way of the
Lord's messengers, so that they will
not be able to do that which it is
possible [or them to do now. We must
look our work fairly in thc face and ad-
vance as fast as possible in aggressive
warfare.... God help us to keep in the
channel of light, to work with our eyes
fastened on Jesus our Leader, and
patiently, perseveringly press on to
gain the Victory." Testimonies, vol. 6,
21-22

"Those who stand in responsible
positions in the work of the Lord arc
represented as watchmen on the walls
of Zion. God calls upon them to sound
an alarm among the people. Let it be
heard in all the plain. The day of woe,
of wasting and destruction, is upon all
who do unrighteousness. With special
severity will the Lord's hand fall upon
the watchmen who have failed to place
before the people in clear lines their ob-
ligation to Him who by creation and by
redemption is their Owner." Testimo-
nies, vol. 8, 195

The sealing is the character of
Christ being perfectly reproduced in
each of us every day. Humanity is
about to perish, and we have a message
that will save them. Let the loud cry
ring from our pulpits, that every city
and village and house may now hear,
Jesus is coming again.

RON SPEAR-EDITOR
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The Fine Art ofUnbelief
W E are living in the last days of this

earth's history, and we may be
surprised at nothing in the line of apos-
tasies and denials of the truth. Unbelief
bas now come to be a fine art, which
men work at to the destruction of their
souls." Seventil-day Advemist Bible
COlllmelllary, vol. 4, 1170

On a train traveling southward from
Seattle, some time ago, I sat beside a
retired minister of the Presbyterian
Church. He had just been counseling
with a group of young people who were
puzzled by the infidelity expressed by
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certain college lcachers under whom
they studied. This did not surprise me
until he pointed out that both the Slu-
dents and the teachers were in a church-
supported college.

After listening sympathetically to his
troubled story I asked the minister what
he envisioned for the future, and to what
he anticipated that these trends might
lead. He answered sadly, "It looks as if
we are going to go into a great apostasy,
just like Israel did in days of old."

My heart ached for the sorrowing
minister, but I found comfort in the

I Ralph Larson I

thought that it could never happen to us.
Our Sabbath truth, witnessing to the
facts of creation, protected us from the
errors of evolutionary theories, and the
voluminous counsels of our last-day
prophet, guiding us in even "the minu-
tiae of life" (Testimonies, vol. 2, 608), as
well as in our institutional procedures,
made apostasy in the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church virtually impossible, I
told myself.

How naive I was, and how unaware I
was of the warnings that our last-day
prophet had given about a coming great
apostasy in the Seventh-day Adventist
Church.

These counsels regarding apostasy
may be divided into two classes. There
arc warnings of a general nature, in
which our attention is directed to great
apostasies of the past, such as occurred
in the times of Solomon, Jereboam,
Ahab, Ahal, and others, as well as the
later great apostasy in the Catholic
Church, and the still later apostasy in the
Protestant churches. The causes and the
characteristics of these apostasies arc
pointed out, and we arc admonished to
lake heed lest anything of a similar
nature happen to us.
The other warning messages are

quite different. They consist of specific
predictions that there wil1 be a great
apostasy within the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church as we near the ciose of
time. It is stated that a ularge class" will
forsake us to unite with the world (The
Greal Colltroversy, 608), that "company
after company" will desert us (Testimo-
nies, vol. 8, 41), that "heresies will come
in" among uS (ibid., vol. 5, 707), that
"many a star" will go out in darkness
(ibid., 81), and that "many will stand in
our pulpits with the torch of false proph-
ecy in their hands, kindled from the
hellish torch of Satan." Testimonies to
Ministers, 409-410. As a result, "Chaff
like a cloud wil1 be borne away on the
wind, even from places where we see
only floors of rich wheat." Testimonies,
vol. 5, 81

The reference to apostate pastors
standing in Seventh-day Adventist pul-
pits is startling, especially when we note
that they will not be a few, but "many,"
and when we consider that such pastors
could only occupy their positions be-

Ralph lArson, a retired pastor, last served as
cJuzirman of lhe Church and Ministry Depart.
ment Of the Sevemh-day Adventist I1leological
Semi/wry, Far East.



Who is responsible for the divisions in the
churches? Is it those who are trying to cling to
the purity of their historic faith, or is it those
who are introducing changes?

cause persons in leadership put them
there. This is indeed a perilous situation.
It is a sad day for the shcep when the
wolf comes among them in sheep's
clothing, but when the world comes in
the clothing of the shepherd, what
chance is there for the sheep? Little or
none, except as they are directly pro-
tected by the Lord, and as they give heed
to the advance warning that He has
graciously given. How important it is,
then, for us to understand the nature and
the characteristics of the great Adventist
apostasy, in order that we may recognize
it for what it is and avoid being deceived
and drawn into it.

We pause to point out that although
the apostasy has been developing among
us for approximately thirty years, con-
cerned observers have generally avoided
using the words "apostate" and "apos-
tasy" in order to avoid giving offense and
inducing an emotional reaction which
would make ealm reasoning impossible.
But changing circumstances now make it
appear that this can no longer be regarded
as a prudent or rcsponsible policy, and
that the time has come in which we must
give heed to the admonition of Ellen
White in Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, vol. 1, 1114: "Call rebel-
lion by its right name, and apostasy by its
right name, and then consider that the
experience of the ancient people of God
with all its objectionable features was
faithfully chronicled to pass into history.
The Scripture declares, 'These things ...
are written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the world are come.'
1 Corinthians 10:11."

We will endeavor to comply with
this instruction, ealling apostasy by its
right name, yet we will avoid applying
the term "apostate" to any living person.
That kind of specific judgment belongs
to the Lord, who alone understands all of
the confusions and misunderstandings of
human hearts, and who Himself warned
us: "They shall put you out of the syn-
agogues: yea, the time cometh, that
whosoever killeth you will think that he
doeth God service." John 16:2

We will therefore confine OUf atten-
tion to the work of human hands and
leave the judgment of human hearts to
the Lord. It does appear that among
those who are involved in the great
apostasy there may be some who do not
realize the significance of what they are
doing.
The changing circumstances to

which we refer, which cause us to feel

that we can no longer remain silent
about the great apostasy, are these:

A younger generation of ministers is
now appearing in our churches and admin-
istrative offices who have no memory at
all of the time when our true historic
faith was being taught in all of our
schools. This is beginning to produce
incongruous situations, in which these
younger ministers come into contact
with church members who are still
clinging to our historic faith, suspect
these members of being apostate, and
proceed to initiate church disciplinary
action against them, or at least subject
them to severe personal harassment.
Strange as it may appear, this is happen-
ing in many places today. (We are for-
cibly reminded of the papists, who said
of every group of believers who were
found to be resisting their [papal] apos-
tasy that they were introducing new
doctrines into the church, when in fact it
was the old doctrines to which they were
clinging.)

I was recently called upon for coun-
sel in a situation wherein three sentinary
professors discovered that a certain pas-
tor's beliefs were different from theirs
and demanded in the most forceful lan-
guage that he promptly get into line or
suffer the consequences. Fortunately,
beller judgment on the part of adminis-
trators was brought to bear on the situa-

lion before a crisis developed, but this
illustrates the problem. The pastor's
beliefs were simply historic Adventism,
such as is presented in the Sabbath
School lessons for the last quarter of
1990, and the points under question
were not even out of harmony with the
book Sevemlr-day Advemists Believe.
Yet the professors represented to him
that a man who believed as he did had no
right to accept a salary from the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Much less understandable are the
attitudes of some older church workers
of whom it could not be said that they

have no memory of the time when our
pure historic faith was being taught in all
of our schools (the years before 1957). It
cannot be doubted that these older work-
ers know full well what they are doing.
They must have made a conscious and
deliberate decision to turn from the prin-
ciples of our historic faith to the doc-
trines of Calvinism, which are the basis
of the present apostasy. And having
embraced these Calvinistic doctrines,
which are so obviously different from
our historic positions, some of these
workers are now proceeding very deter-
minedly toward the goal of silencing the
voices of those who are resisting
changes.

It is members of this age group
who, in violation of the Church
Manual, interfered with a transfer of
the membership of Elder Austin Cook,
who has been one of Australia's lead-
ing evangelists for many years and an
outspoken opponent of the apostasy.
After his home church had granted him
a transfer, which removed his name
from their membership roll, Confcr-
ence officials persuaded the church
which had requested the transfer to
change its mind and not accept him,
thus causing his membership to be lost.
This, of coursc, was in grievous viola-
tion of the Church Manual, which
guarantees the security of membership

during transfer. See page 46. The
shock and grief of this experience were
too much for Mrs. Cook. She quickly
sickened and died.

It is members of this age group who
announced their intention to send mate-
rials from the Division office in Austra-
lia to their pastors for use in opposing
the teachings of the Sabbath School
quarterly on Romans (fourth quarter,
1990), which is faithful to our historic
faith.

It is members of this age group here
in America who, on the basis of an
incredibly inaccurate theological ration-

January 1991 Our Firm Fou"daliOfl 5



It would be difficult to find in the records of
church history a situation in which those who
remained true to their faith persecuted those
who departed from it

ale, accuse innocent church members of
being divisive and disturbing the peace,
harmony, and unity of the church, and
declare them thus deserving of censure.

This leads to a very important ques-
tion, one which needs to be carefully
considered at this time.

Who is responsible for the divisions
in the churches? Is it those who are
trying to cling to the purity of their
historic faith, or is it those who are
introducing changes that require a de-
parture from our historic faith, and are
not only agitating for them, but are now
trying to enforce them on church mem-
bers?

In total defiance of all reason and
logic, those who are vigorously insisting
that we abandon certain of our historic
doctrines and put Calvinistic doctrines
in their place are accusing those who do
not wish to accept such changes as being
the troublemakers who are bringing con-
fusion and disunity into the churches.
Can judgment be more unfair and unjust
than this?

Yet, this should not surprise us. It
would be difficult to find in the records of
church history a situation in which those
who remained true to their faith per-
secuted those who departed from it. It has
uniformly been the other way. Those
who depart from their faith have con-
sistently made false accusations against
the faithful and have persecuted them.
The messenger of the Lord has warned us
that "our greatest trials will come be-
cause of that class who have once advo-
cated thc truth, but who turn from it to the
world, and trample it under their feet in
hate and derision." Evangelism, 624-625

In the seminars that I am now con-
ducting across the country I mcet many
persons who are going through the bitter
experience of having scorn and derision
heaped on them, in some cases even by
their pastors, because they wish to re-
main true to the pillars of our faith. I
remind these persons of the ancient prin-
ciple of discussion that those who do
not have evidence will resort to name-
calling and personal abuse, using the
argument ad hominem (against the
man). We must not, therefore, be sur-
prised or deterred when we are falsely
accused of being "legalists," "per-
fectionists," "Pharisees," "trouble-
makers," and so on, simply because we
refuse to take part in the great apostasy.

The great Adventist apostasy began,
we believe, rather quietly and unobtru-
sively in the 19505, when a series of
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conferences between certain of our
scholars and leaders and a Calvinistic
theologian named Waiter Martin re-
sulted in the publication of a book called
Seventh-day Adventists Answer Ques-
tions 011 Doctrine. It is now commonly
referred to as Questions on Doctrine, or
by the initials QOD.

This ill-fated book was destined to
bring about cnormous changes in, first,
the theology, and then, the experience of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. It is
largely because of the influences set in
motion by this book that Kenneth
Samples, the young scholar who has
succeeded Walter Martin, was able to
bring the shocking report, after conduct-
ing a survey among the ministers of my
Conference-the Southeastern Cal-
ifornia Conference-that fifty percent of

them were not able to testify that they
believed in the scriptural authenticity of
our doctrine of the sanctuary. Of the
fifty-six ministers who responded to his
questionnaire, fourteen answered that
they did not believe in the scriptural
authenticity of our sanctuary doctrine,
and fourteen declined to answer that
particular question, although they did
answer the other questions. I

If the counsels of God, which were
given to us through His chosen mes-
senger, are true, this must be regarded as
aposrasy.

"The correct understanding of the
ministration in the heavenly sanctuary is
the foundation of our faith." Evan-
gelism, 221

"The sanctuary in heaven is the very
center of Christ's work in behalf of
men." Ibid., 222
"God's people arc now to have their

eyes fixed on the heavenly sanctuary,
where the final ministration of our great
High Priest in the work of the judgment
is going forward-where He is interced-
ing for His people." Ibid., 223

"As the great pillars of our faith have
been presented, the Holy Spirit has

borne witness to them, and especially is
this so regarding the truths of the sanctu-
ary question. Over and over again the
Holy Spirit has in a marked manner
endorsed the preaching of this doctrine."
Ibid., 224

"I know that the sanctuary question
stands in righteousness and truth, just as
we have held it for so many years."
Gospel Workers, 303

These are only a brief sampling of
the many statements about the sanctuary
that have come to us through God's
inspired messenger. It would seem that a
significant portion of our ministers
either do not know about these testimo-
nies or are holding them in contempt,
and that they are equally uninformed
about the solid scriptural foundations of
our sanctuary doctrine. It cannot but

make us wonder about the education that
they have had in preparation for the
ministry. Still, this should nol surprise
us. God's messenger gave us advance
warning that "This is one of the points
on which there will be a departing from
the faith." Review and Herald, vol. 4,
137

In other words, apostasy.
But Ihis is getting ahead of our story.

When the book Quesrions on Doctrine
was published in 1957, it was accom-
panied by an enormous fanfare of pub-
licity and promotion that resulted in the
rapid circulation of more than a quarter
of a million copies. (Our statemenl
above that the apostasy began quietly
did not refer to the book in which the
apostasy was at first unrecognized by
the majority.) Although it was never
submitted to our General Conference
committee for approval, this fact was
lost sight of, and ministers and teachers
throughout the world accepted the book
as official. I myself, as a young evan-
gelist, accepted it without question and
passed it out to non-Seventh-day Ad-
ventist ministers. The book became the
standard of our doctrines in virtually



Paul points out in Romans that both the sacrifice
of Christ on the cross and His heavenly ministry
are required for our justification

every Seventh-day Adventist classroom
and has continued to occupy that posi-
tion until the present day.
The book was promoted and circu-

lated under a strange mantle of secrecy.
The names of its authors were not known
to us until we finally learned them from
Walter Martin. Although it was claimed
that a large group of Adventist thought
leaders had read and approved the manu-
script, their names have also been a
carefully guarded secret.

But the influence of the book has
been no secret. Probably none would
deny that the theological differences
that exist among us today are directly
traceable to the book Questiolls 011 Doc-
trille. These theological differences are
being encouraged and exploited by ob-
servers from Calvinistic (Evangelical)
churches, such as Kenneth Samples.
They are, understandably, hoping that
we will totally abandon OUT distinctive
doctrines (which would require a total
repudiation of the Spirit of Prophecy)
and be content to find our place as a
member of the community of Evangeli-
cal churches, those churches which we
have previously identified as daughters
of Babylon. I have heard a Seventh-day
Adventist minister serving in one of our
large churches publicly state that he

believes this to be the future of our
church.

Thus the great Adventist apostasy
made its first major inroads into the
church with the publication of a book in
1957 and has spread with surprising
rapidity throughout the world church,
especially in the English-speaking coun-
tries-America, Australia, and
land-and in Western Europe. The effect
of the book has been less pronounced in
third world countries, but its presence is
beginning to be felt there through the
innuence of teachers and ministers who
have received training, either directly or
indirectly, from American educational
institutions.

What seeds of error did the book
contain that have produced such a bale-
ful harvest? There are not many, but
they are vitally important.
The first involved out understanding

of the atonement. In faithful adherence
to the Scriptures, in which the word
atonement is applied both to the sacri-
fice of the lamb as a sin offering on any
day of the year and also to the ministra-
tion of the high priest on the great Day of
Atonement, we have believed that
Christ's present ministry in the heavenly
sanctuary is properly described as atone-
ment. Walter Martin and his Calvinistic
colleagues took strong exception to this,
insisting that the atonement was fully
completed on the cross, and that nothing
could be added to it later. This was in
strange defiance of such scriptures as
these:
"And if Christ be not risen, then is

our preaching vain, and your faith is also
vain." 1 Corinthians 15:14; emphasis in
all quotations supplied

"And if Christ be not raised, your
faith is vain; ye are yel ill your sins."
1 Corinthians 15:17

In harmony with lhis, Paul points out
in Romans that both the sacrifice of
Christ on the cross and His heavenly
ministry are required for our justification.

"Much more then, being now
justified by His blood, we shall be saved
from wrath through Him." Romans 5:9

"Who was delivered for our of-
fences, and was raised again for our
justification." Romans 4:25

Attempts were made to compromise
on this point. Our view was not re-
pudiated, but it was muted and stated in
somewhat ambiguous terms that tended
to make Ihe present atoning work of
Christ appear Jess important than His
sacrifice on the cross, This was more
pleasing to Calvinistic ears.

But the major concession to Walter
Martin was made on a point that our
leaders may have thought was not im-

portant, and on which they could afford
to yield. On this point a total repudiation
was made of one of our beliefs, and it is
now apparent that in yielding to Martin
on the subject of the nature ofChrist, our
brethren virtually "gave away the store."
To make matters worse, the concession
to Martin on the the subject of the
human nature of Christ was accom-
plished by a gross manipulation of evi-
dence and brazen misrepresentation of
historical facts that are a matter of public
record.

Careful and fully documented re-
search has brought to light a total of
twelve hundred statemenLs published by
our church leaders during the years
1852-1952, all stating in total unanimity
of opinion that our Lord came to this
carth in the human nature of fallen man.
Not one statement was found sLating that
our Lord came to this earth in the human
nature of the unfallen Adam. lt was
believed that our Lord came to thi" carth
in the human nature of fallen man be-
cause this was the only way that He
could accomplish the redemption of fall-
en man. Four hundred of these state-
ments were from the inspired pen of
Ellen White.

In spite of these facts, which are
readily available in the historical ar-
chives, our brethren represented to Wal-
ter Martin, and published to the world in
the book Questions on Doctrines, that
we had always believed, like the Calvin-
ists, that Christ had come to earth in the
human nature of the un fallen Adam.

Possibly they did not foresee the
results of their action, but the con-
sequences are now painfully clear. The
Calvinistic doctrine that Christians can-
not live without sinning is inseparably
linked to the Calvinistic doctrine that
Christ came to earth in the human nature
of the unfallen Adam. Within a remark-
ably short time after the publication of
Questions on Doctrine, Seventh-day
Adventist Church members all across
the country were listening in astonish-
ment to statements from the pulpits of
their churches that it is impossible for
Christians to ever stop sinning, even
through the power of Christ. Thus, the
cherished doctrine of righteousness by
faith was perverted to the satanic doc-
trine of unrighteousness by presump-
tion, according to the definitions in The
Desire ofAges, 126:

"Faith claims God's promises, and
brings forth fruit in obedience. Presump-

Continued on 23
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New Earth to
Earth Made New

THE golden needles of the myriads
of tamarack along the north fork of

the Flathead rivcr stand out in marked
contrast to the greens of the various pine
and spruce trees during the early fall.
While the pines and spruce retain their
needles aU year round, the tamarack or
larch needles turn from the deep green
of spring and summer to the golden
yellow of autumn and finally faU to the
ground hefore winter.

A person traveling from Columbia
Falls to Polehridge, Montana during the
spring or summer would likely not real-
ize the large number ofThmarack located
in the thick forests that cover the hillsides
along the way--everything is green. It
could he said, "I didn't see the trees for
the forest." But not so in the fall. The
tamaracks are then easily spolled.

In studying God's Word we can
often get into the opposite situation of

Unot seeing the forest for the trces." We
see the golden hues of the individual
events in the Bihle (the Creation, the
Flood, the chosen people of Israel, the
sanctuary, the cross, the early Christian
church, the letters of the apostles, world
history through the books of Daniel and
Revelation); but we miss the important
point of how all these tie together into
onc beautiful whole--the restoration of
the image of God in man.

As Jesus put tllis world together,
He did it in slages. He created a differ-
ent aspect each day for six days, and
then He rested on the seventh day and
sanctified that day. And each part He
created "was good." Genesis 1:4, 10,
12, 18, 21, 25. It was complete and
perfect in itself. But the whole was not
complete until the end of the sixth day,
and looking at it all, God called it
"very gOOd." Genesis 1:31

Man, Adam, was created on that
sixth day in God's own image. "Adam
was created a purc, sinless being,
without a taint of sin upon him; he was
in the image of God. He could fall, and
he did fall through transgressing. Be-
cause of sin his posterity was born with
inherent propenSities of disobedience."
The Sevell/h-day Advell/;sl Bible Com-
melllary, vol. 5, 1128

But Go<I had a plan laid from the
foundation of the world for the restora-
tion of the image of Go<I in man. The
working out of that plan is what we read
about in the Bible, with its fruition in the
next to last Chapter of the book of Rev-
elation.

"And I saw a new heaven and a new
earth: for the first heaven and the first
earth were passcd away; and there was
no more sea. And I John saw the holy
city, new Jerusalem, coming down from
God out of heaven, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. And I heard a
great voice out of heaven saying, Be-
hold, the tabernacle of Go<I is with men,
and He will dwell with them, and they
shall be His people, and Go<I Himself
shall be with them, and be their God.
And Go<I shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes; and there shall be no more

Clark Floyd, a pastor currently Oil leave Of
absence, writes from Polebridge, MOllfana.

leIark Floyd I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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As each day of creation week was perfect in
itself, each generation can be perfect in
following the light that it has

death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither
shall there be any more pain: for the
former things arc passed away." Revela-
tion 21:1-4

"He who enters heaven must have a
character that is without spot or wrinkle
or any such thing. Naught that defileth
can ever enter there. In all the redeemed
host not one defect will be seen." Mes-
sages to Young People, 144

God has had to work with man where
he is mentally and spiritually at each
stage of human h.istory. But "that which
God required of Adam before his fall
was perfect obedience to His law. God
requires now what He required of Adam,
perfect obedience, righteousness with-
out a flaw, without shortcoming in His
sight." Selected Messages, book 2, 380-
381

In every generation there has been
an advancing line of light upon the
pathway of truth and obedience, lead-
ing man [rom new earth to the earth
made new. Each generation is re-
sponsible for heeding the light they
have been given.

"At every stage of development our
life may be perfect; yet if God's purpose
for us is fulfilled, there will be constant
advancement." Education, 106

"It is not for lack of knowledge that
God's people arc now perishing. They
will not be condemned because they do
not know the way, the truth, and the life.
The truth that has reached their under-
standing, the light which has shone on
the soul, but which has been neglected
or refused, will condemn them.
Light, precious light, shines upon God's
people; but it will not save them unless
they consent to be saved by it, fully live
up to ii, and transmit it to others in
darkness.... Religious knowledge has
accumulated, and this has increased
corresponding obligations." Teslimo-
Il;es, vat. 2, 123-124

As each day of creation week was
perfect in itself, each generation can be
perfect in following the light that it has.
Martin Luther didn't keep the Sabbath,
and we are told that he loved his beer,
but he lived up to the light that he had for
his day.

"There was a present truth in the
days of Luther-a truth at that time of
special importance; there is a present
truth for the church today." The Creal
Controversy, 143

"Only those who are living up to the
light they have will receive greater
light. Unless we arc daily advancing in

the exemplification of the active Chris-
tian virtues, we shall not recognize the
manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the
latter rain. It may be faIling on hearts aU
around us, but we shall not discern or
receive it." Testimonies to Ministers,
507

The Bible speaks often ofGod's plan
for that part of humanity that tiuough the
righteousness and power of Christ is
willing to be made willing to follow
Jesus in perfect obedience to all that He
asks.

In Ephesians 4:12-15, Paul, in
speaking of the gifts of the Holy Spirit,
alludes to the rcason for these gifts: "For
the perfecting of the saints, for the work
of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ: till we all come in the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledgc
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man,
unto the measure of thc stature of the
fulness of Christ: that we henceforth be
no more children, tossed to and fro, and
carried about with every wind of doc-
trine, by the sleight of meo, and cunning
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to
deceive; but speaking the truth in love,
may grow up into Him in all things,
which is the head, cven Christ."

In Philippians 3:12-15 Paul speaks
of our need for growth in Christ as He
reveals to us morc of the defective na-
ture of our character:

"Not as though 1 had already at-
tained, either were already perfect: but r
follow after, if that I may apprehend that
for which also 1 am apprehended of
Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not my-
self to have apprehended: but this one
thing I do, forgetting those things which
are behind, and reaching forth unlo those
things which arc before, I press toward
the mark for the prize of the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus. Let us therefore,
as many as be perfect, be thus minded:
and if in any thing ye be otherwise
minded, God shall reveal even this unto
you."

In Philippians 1:6 God gives us en-
couragement for our character develop-
ment:

"Being confident of this vcry thing,
that He which hath begun a good work
in you will perform it until the day of
Jesus Christ."

And in 2 Corinthians 3:18 he speaks
of our advancement: "But we all, with
open face beholding as in a glass the
glory of the Lord, are changed into the
same image from glory to glory, even as
by the Spirit of the Lord."

"By implanting in their hearts the
prioeiples of His Word, the Holy Spirit
develops in men the attributes of God.
The light of His glory-His character-
is to shine forth in His followers."
Christ's Objecl Lessons, 41.4

"By beholding Jesus, talking of His
love and perfection of character, we
become changed into His image. By
contemplating the lofty ideal He has
placed before us, we shall be uplifted
into a pure and holy atmosphere, even
the presence of God. When we abide
here, there goes forth from us a light that
irradiates all who arc connected with
us." The Ministry ofHealing, 492

HNone need fail of attaining, in his
sphere, to perfection of Christian char-
acter. By the sacrifice or Christ, provi-
sion has been made for the believer to
receive all things that pertain to life and

godliness. God calls upon us to reach the
standard of perfection and places before
us the example of Christ's character. In
His humanity, perfected by a life of
constant resistance of evil, the Saviour
showed that through co-operation with
Divinity, human beings may in this life
attain to perfection of character. This is
God's assurance to us that we, too, may
obtain complete victory." The Acts ofthe
Apos(/es, 531.

As at the end of Creation week, God
looked upon the finished product, a per-
fect world, and said, It is very good, so
right before the second coming of Jesus,
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

God will have a perfect people, in whom
will be found neither spot nor wrinkle of
sin-a people who "keep the command-
ments of God, and the faith of Jesus."
Revelation 14:12

"Those who are living upon the earth
when the intercession of Christ shall
cease in the sanctuary above arc 10 stand
in the sight of a holy God without a
mediator. Their robes must be spotless,
their characters must be pwificd from
sin by the blood of sprinkling. Though
the grace of God and their own diligent
effon, they must be conquerors in the
battle with eviL" The Greal COlJlro-
ver::.y,425

Brothers and sisters, where are you
going with your lives? We each have
times when we fail, and God will forgive
us for our sins at these times (sec 1. John
1:9); but are we pressing toward the
mark of the high calling in Jesus Christ?
Are we seeking through Jesus to get all
sin out of our lives? Are we af[bcting
OUT souls and asking God to reveal to us
any sin in our lives that we arc unaware
of?

"Whosoever is born of God doth not
commit sin; for His seed rcmainclh in
him: and he amnot sin because he is
born of God." I John 3:9

"Abundant grace has been provided
that the believing soul may be kept free
from sin; for all heaven, with its limit-
less resources, has been placed at our
command." Selected Messages, book
1,394
Jeremiah in contemplating God's

creative power manifested in the crea-
tion of the heaven and earth said to God,
"there is nothing too hard for Thee."
Jeremiah 32:17. And God in response
answered, "Behold, I am the loRD, the
God of all nesh: is there any thing too
hard for me?" Jeremiah 32:27

God surely can keep each of us from
falling if we truly surrender the control
of our lives to Him on a daily basis.
"Christ is waiting with longing

desire for the manifestation of Himself
in His church. When the character of
Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in
His people, then He will come to claim
them as His own." Christ's Object Les-
sons, 69

May we soon be able to say expec-
tantly, "Come Lord Jesusl" And may
each of us be able to partake of the earth
made new! 0
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Some time ago a paper came to my
address and some wonderful articles.
One especially, concerning God has the
power to keep us from sinning. It im-
pressed me so much that I underseored it
and talked about it and read it to many
on the phone.

One sure thing, it worked a marvel in
my life that it kept me [rom a sin I had
long wanted to overcome, and through
the power of God I have overcome.
Praise His wonderful name!
-EB, Maryland

Over the last two years I have re-
ceived complimentary copies of Our
Firm Fowuuuioll. And I thank those who
were involved very much. As a lay
member who is involved also in preach-
ing the Word of God on occasion, it is so
refreshing to see truth based on last-day
events. The articles written seem to fit in
so well with the messages God has
inspired me to give.
-LM, Canada

I would like very much to subscribe to
your magazine, OIU Finn FOwuJalion. I
had the privilege of reading several issues
and am truly blessed. It surely is truth. I
believe it with all my heart. May God
continue to bless as you work for Him.
-CN,Maine

We received our notice this week
that our subscription to Our Firm Foun-
dation is about to expire. We really want
to continue receiving this magazine, but
both my husband and I have lost our
jobs, and our financial situation is criti-
cal. If funds are available, please con-
tinue to send the magazine to us. If we
obtain jobS, we will send a donation.
-PY, Massachusetts

See Our policy 011 page 3, lefl
column, for those who cannot afford a
subscriplion.-EoITORS

Thank you for the work you have
been doing. What a message we have to
give to the people around us! Jesus is
coming very soon. It gives us joy 10 see
that you believe the same.
-DO, Pennsylvania

Before I learned of your organiza-
tion, I really did not feel that spirituality
was lacking. Well, I did, but looking
around, I didn't see anywhere to go to
for help. This letter is not just from me,
but from my entire family. We have
refocused our lives and have our priori-
ties reworked out, and by God's great
mercy things are looking up.

Hope International is in our prayers.
We're very excited because we now
fully realize that we are soon going
home.
-MR, California

Your [Word of Truth] correspon-
dence lessons are helping me, and my
parents as they stay some minutes to
lislen to the messages I read to them.
Many friends have come to Listen to your
word-and not yours, but God's. I
believe many will be saved through your
best efforts.
-OM, Kenya

Extend my congratulations to Mrs.
E. G. White for the marvelous work she
has done. To be frank, I don't know what
comments I should make on the book
The Great COlllroversy, but it is my
prayer that God would help and bless her
and other writers to proclaim God's true
word. Amen. I would be very pleased if
you could send me the other works of
E. G. White. I have now seen the light
and don't want to deviate at all.
-CB,Ghana

Your donations marked "Overseas
Literature" help make it possible 10 send
Spirit of Prophecy books alld Our Firm
Foundation to those ill foreign COWllries
who call1lol afford them.-EDITORS

My prayers ascend for the work you
all are involved in. Let us not fall short
of what the Lord has made available to
us. Behold, the harvest is ripe. Let us all
strive for each human soul in the love of
our Lord Jesus.

If you should ever feci tired or
troubled, just remember that Jesus tread
the path before us, and He is now with
us, all the way till the end.
-DA, Arkansas
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t::O'J) sees every heart ana(nows the e;'(cuses suggesteaby Satan by which he seek§ to ensnare every
':J souL :;{e fuHy appreciates our cfanger; while we ao not. :;{e is not wilfing that any shou{c£perish in
sin; but that a£[shouUrepent ana five. :;{ence, the oft-repeateap{ea that we sfiou{c£not be c£eceiveaana
Cost. (joa is rove; anainfinite rove wif{ c£evise infinite p{ans anap{eaawith infinite fong-suffering to
save the fost. rrFi.ere is one thing, however; whi£.h infinite fove cannot ao; it cannot requite the
unrepentant wic(ea. What is it to be in an unsaveaconaition? Is it not to be fiving without that fuf{
confic£ence in (joa which is born ofrove, which {ecufs us to ta(e :;{im at :;{is wora? '13e{ieving :;{is
promises, we wa{(with JIlm ana tar(with :;{im as aU'Enoch ana'E{ijah ana the faithful ofarc the ages
past. '11iey were ca{{eapilgrims anastrangers in the earth, because they hac!so muchfaith in (joa that
they woufafo{{ow :;{is instruction so comp{etefy that they became very aifferent from the wor{c£ in their
p{ans, ana their Objects in rife were aLso aifferent.

rrFiat is tfie very thing for which the Lora is appearing to :;{is peop{e. 1Jiey have set tfieir affections
upon other objects, ana their interest in:;{is wor(is a seconaary matter. JI.s a resu{t, the hearts of:;{is
peop{e are barren ofthat warmth ofrove which ma(es a{{service sweet.

1Jie treasury of the Lora is wantingJuntfs with which to carry the wor(as fast as it is the p{easure of
the Lora that it shoufago; ana the worU, seeing tfie inaifference manifestetI, is not affecteaby tfie
message as it wou{c£be ifevery heart were warm with the rove, which in every act anawora e;rpresses its
aevotion as aU the rife ofChrist, our Pattern. 1Jie Lorawif{fina every fionest soufanabe honoreawith
his service. 1Jie winaows ofheaven wil{be openetI, anahe wire be refresheawith such abunaant
Messings, 'that there shar{ not be room enough to receive it. "1Jien there wif{be meat in the Lora's house,
'anaarcnations sha{{ca{{you Messea: for ye shar{ be a ae{ightsome {anti, saith the Lo'!('1J ofhosts. "
'Ma{achi 3:10, 12

1Jie then, must be observeaofa{{ nations, whether it is in an inaifferent state, or moving in the
fulness ofthe power of(joa. 'Wfien it reaches that stage that (joa's peop{e war(with JIlm in such
confic£ence as this chapter aescribes, the message wi{{ be attenc£eaby the refreshing showers of the ratter
rain, ana the earth wil{ be speeaily {ightea by :;{isg{ory.

1Jiis is an inaivUua{ anaan everyaay rife. 'Let us therefore cast offthe work§ ofaar(ness, ana
ret us put on the armour ofright. "'f?pmans 13:12. It is time to wa{(honest{y, having a conscience voiaof
offense towara (joaanaman. 'l{pw is the time to ray up agooafounaation against the time to come, that
we may ray ho{c£on eternarrife. 'It is high time to awa(e out ofs{eep:for now is our sarvation nearer
than when we be{ievea." 'f?pmans 13:11. Sha{{we awalC!-?O

Bible Training School, November 1911 (Ellen G. White Periodical Resol/rce Collection, vol. 2, 127-128)

L!;;;:;;;========Ellen G. White=========!J
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SEVENTH-DAY Adventists, as a

group, have a reputation for being
good, solid, law-abiding citizens. One
would not normalJy expect to find even
one, let alone a whole group of them, on
the wrong side of the law. But it has
happened. As much as we might wish
otherwise, Adventist chain gangs arc
historical realities. We might also cx-
peet-as we shalJ sec shortly-that sim-
ilar measures will once again be em-
ployed against our pcople.

Religious persecution of Seventh-
day Advcntists has not becn confined to
the United States. If anything, it has
probably been more prevalent else-
where, but this article is not intended to
provide comprehensive coverage of
such occurrences. Instead, we will focus
on a short period of persecution in the
Southern states which conveniently il-
lustrates a number of important points
that deserve serious and frequent con-
sideration.

Thc Civil War ofthc early 1860s was
seen by many citizens of the country as a
judgmcnt of God upon a wayward na-
tion. In this they were correct, I but the
conclusions they reached in their efforts
to improvc thc situation left much to be
desircd. In early 1864 the National Re-
form Association was organized to
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lobby the government for the enactment
of a constitutional amendment officially
declaring the United States a "Christian"
nation. The Association's efforts proved
fruitless with the federal government for
more than a decade, leading to a change
of tactics in the mid-1870s. Instead of
spending their time working with Con-
gress, they would concentrate on the
enforcement of state Sunday laws al-
ready in existence. Most of these d2ted
from colonial days and had been all but
forgotten for years.

By the early 18805, Adventists began
to feel the pressure. The Pacific Press
published a special issue of the Signs of
the Times devoted to the subject of
Sunday legislation. In 1884 the Sabbath
Sentinel came into existence. A small
montWy paper that lasted only one year,
il exerled considerable influence by
sheer numbers alone, with more than
500,000 copies going into circulalion.

Still, these efforts were insufficient to
prevenl trouble. In 1885 five Adventists
were arrested in Arkansas. Convicted by
the court, they chose to accept jail terms
instead of fines as a means of focusing
public attention on the situation. In 1886
Pacific Press began publishing a new
monthly, The American Sentinel, to
champion the eause of religious liberty. In

Dave Fiedler

July of 1889, Adventist leaders in Battle
Creek founded the National Rcligious
Liberty Association. Despite such efforts,
over the next tcn years morc than a
hundrcd of thcir felJow believers were to
be prosecuted for violation of Sunday
laws. At onc point, eighteen Scvcnth-day
Adventists served together at forced labor
on a Thnnesscc chain gang. From this era,
and from these circumstances, let us ex-
amine a number of specific lessons:

Looking for Trouble?

Contemporary accounls show that
some few of those prosecuted were less
than discrete in their relationship to Sun-
day laws. D. W. Reavis, agent for the
National Religious Liberty Association,
recounts one such circumstance:

"Some of our people involved in
these imprisonments brought the trouble
unnecessarily upon themselves. To il-
lustrate, I cite the case of one of our
canvassers. He felt he was getting the
mark of the beast through not working at
manual labor on Sundays. He could
preach to country churches on every

Dave Fiedler, managing edilOr of Our Firm
Found1tion from 1986-1990, is available by
appointment for seminars 011 AdvelltistHistory.



When possessed of an idea, they find it
necessary to ride it to the bitter end, all the
while unable to see how their course violates
principle on point after point

Sunday of the year; the churches wanted
him to preach to them on Sunday. He
was a good speaker, and he was at
liberty to preach on any subject he
wanted to.

"But in doing this, he felt he was
endorsing Sunday rest. So he rented a
small piece of land on a public highway,
and spent his Sundays in planting and
cultivating potatoes. He was arrested for
Sunday labor, and the people who knew
him would not buy his Bible Readings. I
went to help him in his trouble, and from
the prosecuting attorney and the judge of
the court that was to try him, I found out
the facts, and promised that this offense
would not be repeated by this brother if
they would let him off. I gave these men
and all other officials there just the
literature they should have to convince
them that Sunday laws were unconstitu-
tional and wrong in every way. Before
the trial, these men found some irregu-
larity in the indictment, and threw the
case out of court, and no more arrests
were made in that place, though some of
our people there did do reasonable work
on Sunday.

"I asked this canvasser why he did
not canvass on Sundays, why he did not
interest the people in his books through
his preaChing. To show him how, I took
one of his appointments in a country
church, and preached a sermon on bap-
tism, using a full leather Bible Readings
for a Bible, and when through, I ex-
plained that aliI had told them was taken
from that book, and that any of them,
with that book, could present that sub-
ject and many olhers, just as well as I
could. I made a short canvass and got
subscriptions for it right there; I think
sixteen full leather bindings were sold at
that meeting. That was more than this
canvasser was selling in a week."2

While we may be surprised at some-
one's following such a course of action,
we should remember that we have the
advantage of hindsight and divine in-
struction not available at the time. Ellen
White's now-familiar counsel that "one
does not receive the mark of the beast
because he shows that he realizes the
wisdom of keeping the peace by refrain-
ing from work that gives offense, doing
at the same time a work of the highest
importance,") was not penned unti11902.

From this brother's experience we
may also learn something of the danger
of allowing others to do our thinking for
us. He was not the only one to take such
a position. The odds arc that he was only

doing his best to live up to the "truth"
currently being taught by a number of
influential denominational leaders.
Among the points then advocated that
were subsequently refuted by the Spirit
of Prophecy wcre "(1) that the denomi-
nation should not accept exemption of
its church buildings or institutional
properties from civil taxation, (2) that
Adventists could not morally accept
gifts from governmental agencies, ...
(3) that it was wrong for Adventists
imprisoned for Sunday labor to work
extra hours in place of working on the
Sabbath while in jail, (4) that it was

wrong to vote Or participate in any way
in political processes, and (5) that if
Adventist employees wanted to work six
days per week in denominationally
owned establishments, it was wrong not
to allow them to do so. '" (This last point
led to the permanent closing of an Ad-
ventist publishing house in Switzerland
when it was found in violation of factory
laws designed to protect women and
children from overwork.)

God's church has long been plagued
by individuals who have never gained
that rare commodity of common sense.
When possessed of an idea, they find it
necessary to ride it to the bitter end, all
the while unable to see how their course
violates principle on point after point.
Their eyes are riveted on the elusive
goal of conformity (by themselves and
all others around them) to a single goal
of their own choosing. All else is lost
sight of.

It is forlunate that these distorted
ideas of religious liberty, though
strongly advocated for a time, did not
gain ascendancy in the long run. The
influence of Ellen White's writings was
sufficient to forestall the inevitable dis-
aster that would have come from follow-
ing such leading. May the Lord ever
grant His pcople the wisdom to recog-
nize and turn from such impractical,
unbalanced, and one-sided teaChing.

Practices of the Prosecution

Some of the mosl important lessons
we might learn from this period of our
history are in understanding how the devil
works through men to afflict the work and
workers of God. It is a solemn realily that
these scenes from the past arc but a faint
foretaste of what is to come to Adventists
in the future. While we need not lose
courage because of trouble ahead, we
would do well to prepare in mind and
heart for the very real crisis to come.

One of the most prominent Sunday
law cases involved R. M. King, of Obion

County, Thnnessee. Arrested while work-
ing in his cornfield on Sunday, June 23,
1889, King found himself involved in a
spiraling series of court appeals that even-
tually reached the United States Supreme
Court. Only his death in 1891 prevented
the case from being heard by the highest
court in the country. It is instructive to
note that the "church people" of his area
"formed a league to enforce Sunday-
keeping, although nearly everybody made
Sunday a day for hunting, fishing,
gaming, and any kind of common labor,
before and after the league's formation.'"

This partiality in enforcement was
not lost on the public entirely. The St.
Louis Globe-Democrat of November
30, 1885, noted:

"It is a little singular that 110 one else
has been troubled on account of the law,
with perhaps one minor exception, while
members of the above denomination are
being arrested over the whole State. It
savorsjust a trif/eofthe religiouspersecu-
tion which characterized the DarkAges.'>6

Arbitrary enforcement was typical.
"In one case an Adventist returned a
borrowed wheelbarrow to another Ad-
ventist one Sunday, and someone re-
ported it. At the same time the usual
Sunday work by non-Adventists went on
unnoticed:" The devil and his agents
cannot afford to "play fair," even when
they write the rules. It is often the case

January 1991 Our Firm FOII"d(lfiol/ 13



It seems that a godly life and strict conformity
to the "rigid" requirements of the straight and
narrow path of Christianity left but little more
than imagination for the plaintiffs to work with

that those most insistent upon bringing
others into line with their policies are
foremost in finding ways to ignore or
bend the rules of their own making when
it becomes politically expedient. Quietly
"looking the other way" can, after all,
insure one of the good graces of any
number of powerful allies. TI,e most
amazing feature of this expediency is
their inability to see the justly deserved
contempt that is inspired in thinking
minds for this hypocritical policy.

A Confederacy

It often happcns that the enemies of
truth are hindered in their efforts by
disunity among themselves. It is to be
expected that a group of persons, each of
whom is seeking personal benefit,
should find it difficult to co-operate.
Their· goals, philosophies, and under-
standings do not mesh. Their selfish
seeking of power and intluence will not
tolerate a rival.

In order for the devil to accomplish
his ends through such workers he must
somehow bring them to a united course
of action. As with the Pharisees and
Sadducees of old, the most promising
ploy is to portray the workers of God as
a threat to their personal well-being.
Many besides Pilate have sold their
integrity and sacrificed innocent men
when convinced that their own prosper-
ity would be threatened otherwise.

In the 1880s such pressure resulted
in the protestant National Reformers lay-
ing aside their aversion to Catholicism
and openly inviting the Church of Rome
into their midst. The Christian States-
man of December 11, 1884, said
pointedly:

"Whenever they [the Roman Cathol-
ics] are willing to co-operate in resisting
the progress of political atheism, we will
gladly join hands with them.'" By
"political atheism," of course, the author
referred to the separation of church and
state and thc frce exercise clause of the
first amendment to the constitution.

In the same vein, the Reverend Syl-
vester F. Scovel, a leading National Re-
former, expressed his conviction that
"this common interest [in Sunday] ought
to strengthen both our determination to
work, and our readiness to
with our Roman Catholic fellow citi-
zens. ... It is one of the necessities of
the situation."9
There is, of course, a way to be freed

from such "necessities." But one must

14 Gur Firm FOllndarion Janu,ary 1991

first be freed from the tyranny of self-
will and human ambition. Only then can
a man turn his back on the political
dcvisings of human minds and trust his
life in the hands of Him who has prom-
ised to be our strength if we will only let
Him.

Another common tactic employed in
these cascs was the portraying of Sab-
bathkeepers as a threat to society at
large. Though resorted to with great
regularity, this approach was at times a
difficult one for the prosecution. The
problem, it seems, was that the exem-
plary behavior of the defendants left

little material to work with. All manner
of accusations were made; petitions cir-
culated in abundance to enforce the full-
est extent of the law upon these troublers
of the peace, but still the prosec-uting
attorney was aU but unable to find any-
one to take the stand to witness against
them. In one case they actually resorted
to having the two defendants testify
against each other.

It seems that a godly life and strict
conformity to the "rigid" requirements
of the straight and narrow path of Chris-
tianity left but little more than imagina-
tion for the plaintiffs to work with. In
one instance the prosecuting attorney
was trying to build a ease on the idea
that the Sunday labor was a nuisance
because it had been performed near a
church. All the defense had to ask was,
"What church?"

Thc lawyer rcplicd, "The Seventh-
day Adventist [Church]."

The foolishness of this chicanery
was evident to the secular press: they
freely styled such proceedings "odious
sophistry" "unworthy of the age in
which we live," and "neither more nor
less than persccution."10 How anyone
can resort to the presentation of part
truths, attempting to mislead others by
withholding obviously pertinent infor-
mation, and still claim the name of
Christ is a profound mystery. Even

more unbelievable, however, is that-
though forced by simple facts to aban-
don point after point of their argu-
ment-those stooping to such measures
seemed unable to realize or admit that it
was they themselves who were at fault.
Such is the power of self-deception and
sin.

In Darkness

One other lesson to be gained from
this period is best found in the writings
of Ellen White. For obvious reasons this
aspect of the events was not aprominent

feature in either the secular or the re-
ligious press of the day.

"The Sunday movement is now
making its way in darkness. The leaders
are concealing the true issue, and many
who unite in the movement do not them-
selves see whither the undercurrent is
tending. Its professions are mild and
apparently Christian, but when it shall
speak it will reveal lhe spirit of the
dragon."ll

"I have been much burdened in re-
gard to movements that arc now in
progress for the enforcement of Sunday
observance. It has been shown to me that
Satan has been working earnestly to
carry out his designs to restrict religious
liberty. Plans of serious import to the
people of God are advancing in an un-
derhand manner among the clergymen
ofvarious denominations, and the object
of this secret maneuvering is to win
popular favor for the enforcement of
Sunday sacredness. "12

Again, as with the betrayal, mockery
of a trial, and crucifixion of Christ,
darkness and secrecy were the only ap-
propriate environment for plans laid in
harmony with the devil and his legions.
Thus it was then; so it is today. We may
yet expect that those whose work must
be shielded away from the light of day
will be found opposed to the principles
of God.



In OnrTime

There arc, indeed, many lessons to
be gained from the legal troubles of our
Sabbathkeeping brethren of a century
ago. But if, as we expect, we are living
in the closing moments of this earth's
history, there will in our case be one
very sobering difference. Whereas in the
1880s the persecution of Adventists
arose from the members of other
churches, in the final scenes of the
drama the cast will be changed. New
actors will take their place on the stage.

"As the storm approaches, a large
class who have professed faith in the third
angel's message, but have not been
sanctified through obedience to the truth,
abandon their position and join the ranks
of the opposition.... Men of talent and
pleasing address, who once rejoiced in the
truth, employ their powers to deceive and
mislead souls. They become the most
bitter enemies of their former brethren.
When Sabbathkeepers are brought before
the courts to answer for their faith, these
aposlates are the most efficient agents of
Satan to misrepresent and accuse them."J3
If our generation is 10 see history's

climax, this prophecy can mean only one
thing: there are those among us today who
will at last sell their souls on the cheap
market of expediency and serve the
devil's cause. How could it happen? How
could those who once "rejoiced in the
truth" so turn their backs on its principles
as to employ Satan's arsenal of secrecy,
half truths, and dishonest partiality?

The answer is simple-and very dis-
turbing. In all probability these unfor-
tunate souls will at last choose the

devil's cause because they have become
comfortable with his way of doing busi-
ness. The little deception, the "wise"
choice (for political purposes), the over-
looking of a comrade's uminor infrac-
tions"-repeated practice has made
these second nature. It has also left
behind a trail of embarrassing evidence
which must, at all costs, remain hidden.
When the Lord cleanses the Remnant of
every defilement, there will be scant
comfort provided for those unwilling to
deal with the skeletons of the past. "Tty
to sort out all the ins and outs of days
gone by? That's absurd! What possible
good could come from such foolishness?
Let bygones be bygones. No, it would be
much better to be rid of these peorle
who insist on conformity to the Law."

Or so they reason. And all the while
they remain tragically unaware that no
matter what indignities they may heap on
the despised children of God, no matter
how securely they bind them in the pris-
ons of the land, no matter what chain gang
service they extract from them, in truth
they themselves are being bound by
chains stronger and more cruel. Wrapped
in the chains of unconfessed and unfor-
saken sin, theHformer brethren" will at the
last be the saddest, most forlorn (ex)Ad-
ventist chain gang of all time.

Yet even when our "former brethren"
become "bitter enemies," we may find
encouragement and help from our his-
tory. Our pioneers before us have drunk
the cup of misrepresentation and accusa-
tion at the hands of their brethren. For
James White it was a bitter and protracted
lesson. Just days before his death he
would confide to his wife:

"It has seemed hard to me that my
motives should be misjudged, and that
my best efforts to help, encourage, and
strengthen my brethren should again and
again be turned against me. But I should
have remembered Jesus and His disap-
pointments. His soul was grieved that
He was not appreciated by those He
came to bless.... I will not stop to
mourn over any wrong done to me. I
have expected more of men than I
ought.U14

Strengthened by that resolve, and
made wiser by that realization, James
White was to pass to his rest. One day
soon therc will at last be a group who
have learned the same lessons. Expect-
ing nothing good from the hands ofmen,
they will rise to a higher experience of
trust in God. When alI is black around
them, they will cling for life to the
promise of His care. 0

I See Testimonies, vol. 1,264
2 D. W. Re.wis, ! Remember, (Washington, D.C.:
Review (lnd Herold Publishing A'>Soe.), 129-130

, Testimonies, vol. 9, 232
• R. W Schwar.l, Light Bearers to the Remllam,
254

, Louis A. Han'>on, From So Small a Dream,
(Nashville: Soulhern Publishing Associ<ltion,
1968),212

6 Quolcd in Ibid., 210--211
7 Ibid., 216
I Christian Edwardson, Facts ofFaith, (Nashville:
Southern Publishing A'>socintion, 1942), 305

9 Ibid.
'0 Hanson, 213-214
II Testimonies, vol. 5, 452
Review and Herald, vol. 2, 353

I' The Great Controversy, 608
" III Memoriam: A Sketch of the Last Sickness and
Death of Elder James White, (Bailie Creek:
Review (lnd Herald Press, 1881),50--51

The wondrous condescension of God in giving Christ to the world to work out the principles of divine character, leaves every
human intelligence without a shadow of excuse in withholding his allegiance from the God of heaven. Signs of the Times, vol. 3,
188

If you do not stand in your allotted place, if you do not let your light shine, you will become enshrouded in darkness. Selected
Messages, book 1, 266

The intellectual, the moral, and the physical powers are depreciated by the habitual use of flesh meats. Meat eating deranges
the system, beclouds the intellect, and blunts the moral sensibilities. We say to you, dear brother and sister, your safest course
is to let meat alone. Testimonies, vol. 2, 64

What possibilities are opened up to the youth who lay hold of the divine assurances of God's Word! Scarcely can the human
mind comprehend what is the breadth and depth and height of the spiritual attainments that can be reached by becoming
partakers of the divine nature. The Yauch's Instructor, 225
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Rome
and the
Bible
Part Two

THE Roman Church had discovered
that the root of her troubles lay in

the reading of the Bible by the laity, and
had opposed it with all the power at her
command. But she finally realized that
her open war on the Scriptures had
aroused suspicion that her life and doc-
trines were out of harmony with God's
Word, and could not endure the light of
an open Bible.

To allay such feelings she must
make it appear that she was not opposed
to the Scriptures, but only to the "er-
roneous Protestant Bible." But how
could such an impression be made,
when that Bible was a faithful transla-
lion of the Hebrew and Greek texts, in
whieh the Scriptures were originally
written? Then, too, the Protestants had,
at that time, some of the most able
Hebrew and Greek scholars in all
Christendom.

Providence had brought the Re-
formers in contaet with some of the best
sources of Bible manuscripts: (1) When
the TUrks captured Constantinople in
1453, many of the Greek seholars fled to
the West, bringing with them their valua-
ble manuscripts from the East where
Cluistianity originated, and then Greek
and Hebrew learning revived in the West.
(2) With this influx from the East eame

also the Syrian Bible, used by the early
church at Antioch in Syria (see hots
11;26), which was translated dire"Uy
from the Hebrew and Greek manuscripts
long before the Massor"tic (01) text, and
is the oldest known Bible manuscript
(unless it should be lhe one lately dis-
covered by Chester Beatty [he carne into
possession of three third-century papyri
now used in New Thstament textual criti-
cism-Editors]). (3) During their severe
persecutions the Waldcnses came into
contact with the Reformers at Geneva,
and thus their Bible, which had been
preserved in its apostolic purity, was
brought to the Reformers.

Translations direct from the original
languages in which the Holy Scriptures
were written, and comparisons with
ancient sources, by men of high
scholarly ability and sterling integrity,
gave the Protestants a perfectly reliable
Bible. In spite of these plain facts, the
Catholic authorities had to do some-
thing to turn the minds of their people
away from the Protestant Bible, so
widely distributed. They therefore ad-
vanced the claim tnat Jerome's Latin
Vulgate translation was more correct
than any copy we now have of the
original Hebrew and Greek texts. We
shall now examine this claim.

The Latin Vulgate Bible

At the Council of1tent (1545-1563),
in the fourth session, the second decree,
in 1546, they decided that the Latin
Vulgate should be the standard Bible for
the Roman Church. But then they dis-
covered a curious fact, that during the
1050 years from the time Jerome
brought out his Latin Vulgate Bible in
A.D. 405, until John Gutenberg printed it
in 1455, it had been copied so many
times, mostly by monks, and so many
errors had crept in, that no one knew just
what was the actual rendering of the
original Vulgate. The learned Roman
Catholic professor, Dr. Johann Jahn says
of it:

"The universal admission of this ver-
sion throughout the vast extent of the
Latin church multiplied the copies of it,
in the transcription of which it became
corrupted with many errors.... Cardinal
Nicholas, about the middle of the twelfth
century, found 'tot exemplaria quot cod-
ices' (as many copies as manuscripts)."

Christian Edwardson, forty years a pastor
and evangelist, at the urging Of many minis-
ters and Bible studellts wrote Facts of Faith
(at one time used as a college textbook) from
which this three-part series is drawn.

"Il
I,

Christian Edwardson
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We are not depreciating the Catholic Bible.
We wish Catholics would read it more than
they do

Introduction to the Old Testament, sec.
62-63; quoted in Dr. John Dowling,
History of Romanism, (New York:
1871),486
The Catholic Encyclopedia says of

the Latin Vulgate:
"From an early day the text of the

Vulgate began to suffer corruptions,
mostly through the copyists who intro-
duced familiar readings of the Old Latin
or inserted the marginal glosses of man-
uscripts which they are transcribing."
"Versions," "The Vulgate," vol. XV, 370

The Council of Trent having made
Jerome's Latin "Vulgate the standard
text," it must now determine which of
the hundreds of copies (aU differing)
was the correct "Vulgate." A commis M

sian was therefore appointed to gather
materials so as to "restore St. Jerome's
text," but its members were "not to
amend it by any new translations of their
own from the original Hebrew and
Greek." They "were merely to collect
readings in the text, after which the Pope
himself, by reason not of his scholarship,
but of his gift of infallibility, decided
straight off which were the genuine
words!" J. Paterson Smyth, BD., LL.D.,
The Old Documents and the New Bible,
(London and New York: 1907),174-175

Pope Sixtus V undertook this work
of revision, and to make sure of its being
correct, he read the proofs himself. This
edition was printed at Rome in 1590,
accompanied by a buU forbidding the
least alteration in this infallible text.
"But alas! The book was full of
mistakes. The scholarship of Sixtus was
by no means great, and his infallibility
somehow failed to make up for this
defect." Ibid., 175
The Catholic Encyclopedia com-

ments:
"But Sixtus V, though unskilled in

this branch of criticism, had introduced
alterations of his own, all for the worse.
. His immediate successors at once

proceeded to remove the blunders and
call in the defective impression." vol. II,
412

All available copies of the Bible of
Pope Sixtus were called in and burnt as
were the heretics. Pope Clement VIII, in
1592, ordered a better edition to be
made, accompanying it with a similar
bull. Dr. James, keeper of the Bodleian
Library at Oxford, where one of Pope
Sixtus's Bibles remained, compared it
with that of Pope Clement, and found
two thousand glaring variations in them.
He published his findings in a book

called Bellllln Papale, i. e. the Papal War,
487

Dr. Thomas James, in the following
statement, gives valuable information on
the Vulgate Bible:

"Isidorus Clarius hath noted eight
thousand places erroneous in the vulgar
Bible, the divines of Louvaine, and
Joannes Benedictus have observed
above twice as many differences, from
the original Hebrew and Grcek foun-
tains. If Paulus V, the now pope, will
take the pains to reform these also; in my
judgmcnt, he shall do a work vcry ac-
ceptable unto the whole Christian world,
both Protestant and papist" A Treatise of
the Corruptions of Scripture,
and Falhers, (London: 1843), 208

The Catholic Encyclopedia says of
the latest revision of the Vulgate by Pope
Clement:
"This revision is now the officially

recognized version of the Latin Rite and
contains the only authorized text of the
Vulgate. That it has numerous defec:ts
has never been denied." vol. XV, 370
That the Roman Church is not

satisfied with the present Vulgate text is
seen by the fact that in 1907 Pope
Pius X, according to the Forum, com-
missioned H. E. Francis Aidan Cardinal
Gasquet, with his Benedictine Order, to
reproduce the true Latin text of St.
Jerome by a new revision. Cardinal
Gasquet says of the former attempt
made by Pope Clement VIII in 1592:

"The commission labored for some
forty years, and strange to say, many of
the changes proposed by them were
never inserted in the final revision. From
the notes of this commission it may be
safely said that had they been accepted
we should have had a much beller criti-
cal text than we now possess." Forum,
August 1926, 203

The Catholic Encyclopedia points
out a fact often overlooked by scholars
today, that "the Hebrew text used by St.
Jerome was comparatively late, being

practically that of thc Masorctes. For this
reason his version, for textual criticism,
has less value than the Peshito and the
Septuagint. As a translation it holds a
place between these two." vol. XV, 370

E. S. Buchanan, M.A., B. Sc., says of
Jerome's translation:

"Jerome, to the great loss of posteri-
ty, did not dig deep into the history of
the text. He did not revise on the Latin
and Greek texts of the second century;
but solely on the Greek text of the fourth
century, and that was a text too late and
too limited in range and attestation on
which to base an enduring fabric.... He
was not bidden to search for the earliest
manuscripts. He was not bidden to bring
together the versions of the East and the
West. He was not bidden to make in-
quiry for the lost autographs with a view
to the reconstruction of the apostolic
text. He was only bidden to prepare a
suitable text for ecclesiastical usage.
And this he has done; but it is painful to
think of all he left undone, that with his
position of vantage he might have
done." The Records Unrolled, (London:
John Ouseley, Ud.), 20

From these considerations we see,
that, even if the original text of Jerome's
translation could be reconstructed, it
would not be of as much textual value as
is sometimes supposed. We are not
depreciating the Catholic Bible. We
wish Catholics would read it more than
they do. All we are here aiming at is this:

When leading Catholic authorities admit
that their Bible is of so lillie value as a
"Standard Text," then why do they so
relentlessly oppose the circulation of the
authorized Protestant Bible, which is
translated from the best original sources?
Herny Guppy, M.A., D. Ph, et Lill.,
Librarian of the John Rylands Library,
England, says:

"The Church of Rome has always
billerly opposed any allempt to circulate
the Bible in the language of the people,
and license to read the Scriptures, even
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"The Approved Holy Catholic Bible," approved
by Pius VI, says: "Jacob ... worshiped the top of
his rod." Thus Catholics have proof for
worshiping relics

when truly and catholicly translated,
was but sparingly granted.

"In spite, however, of the denuncia-
tions uttered by the Roman Catholic
priests against what they were pleased to
term the incorrect and untruthful transla-
tions which were in circulation, the
Bible continued to be read by increasing
numbers of people. Indeed, the attempts
to suppress it created a prejudice against
the Roman Catholic Church; and, as
time wore on, it was felt by many
Catholics that something more must be
done than a mere denunciation of the
corrupt translations in the direction of
providing a new version which the
Roman Church could warrant to be
authentic and genuine." A Brief Sketch
ofHistory ofthe Translation ofthe Bible,
(London: University Press, 1926), 54

Afler the Jesuits had been expelled
from England in 1579, they settled at
Rheims, France, where they translated
the New Thstament from the Latin Vul-
gate into English. This was printed in
1582. Later they moved to Douay,
where they printed the Old lestament in
1609. We have seen that the learned
Catholic doctors, Johann Jahn and Isidor
Clarius, acknowledged that there were
8,000 errors in the Vulgate Bible, and as
a stream cannot be expected to rise
higher than its fountain, we must con-
clude that the errors are carried over into
the Douay Version. We shall take the
space to mention only two of them:

1. The Douay Bible uses the word
"adore" where the Protestant Bible has
"worship." (Compare Mattbew 4:10 in
both Bibles.) While the Protestant Bible
says that Jacob "worshiped,leaning upon
the top of his staff," the Douay Version
says that he "adored the top of his rod."
Hebrews 11 :21. "The Approved Holy
Catholic Bible," with "Annotations by
the Rev. Dr. Challoner," and approved by
Pius VI, says: "Jacob ... worshiped the
top of his rod." Thus Catholics have
proof for worshiping relics.

2. Our Protestant Bible more cor-
rectly translates 2 Timothy 3:16 to read,
"All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God," but the Douay Version reads: "All
scripture, inspired ofGod, is profitable."
As can be readily seen, this latter render-
ing gives no assurance that the Bible is
inspired, but simply makes the superflu-
ous statement that what is inspired is
profitable. And so it is left with the
Church to say what is inspired.

In full view of all the foregoing facts,
how can Roman Catholic authors shut
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their eyes to it all, and brazenly declare
that their church alone has the true and
correct Bible? They say:

"She alone possesses the true Bible
and the whole Bible, and the copies of
the Scriptures existing outside of her
pale, are partly incorrect and partly de-
fective.
"This Bible was the celebrated Vul-

gate, the official text in the Catholic
Church, the value of which all scholars
admit to be simply inestimable.... The
Council of Trent in 1546 issued a decree,
stamping it as the only recognized and
authoritative version allowed to Catho-
lics.... It was revised under Pope Sixtus
V in 1590, and again under Pope Cle-
ment VIII in 1593, who is responsible
for the present standard texl. It is from

the Vulgate that our English Douai Ver-
sion comes." Right Rev. Henry G.
Graham, Where We GOI the Bible, (Lon-
don: eighth impression, 1936),7,16-17

Do these men actually believe that
Protestants have no access to the facts of
history, but arc dependent on such mis-
statements! Or are they vainly hoping
that the public will have no opportunity
to read the Protestant side of the story?

The interesting part of it all is the
fact that the Catholic Church, after pro-
claiming so loudly since 1546 that the
Latin Vulgate is "the only recognized
and authoritative Version," and crying
out against the Protestant Bibles (trans-
lated from the original Hebrew and
Greek text) as "heretical," is herself at
last driven, by faclS long known within
her own circle, to translate the Bible
"from the original text," Hebrew and
Greek. What a complete somersault!
This late Catholic version is called The
Westminster Version (printed by Long-
mans, Green and Co., London). But, as
the work is entrusted mostly to the Je-
suits, we can expect very little change
from their former Douay Version, except
that it will be more carefully written to
conform to the Roman viewpoint

ing from the portions that have already
been published). For instance, the cor-
rect note under Revelation 13:18 is en-
tirely changed, but Revelation 22:14
reads the same as in the Douay Version:
"Blessed are they that wash their robes."
In our Authorized Protestant Version
(King James) it reads: "Blessed are they
that do His commandments."

Inspired by Revelation 22:14, P. P.
Bliss, musician assisting D. L. Moody,
wrote the hymn:

"Hear the words our Saviour hath
spoken, Words of life unfailing and true:
Careless one, prayerless one, hear and
remember, Jesus says, 'Blessed afC they
that do.' Blessed are they that do His
commandments, Blessed, blessed,
blessed are they."

Later Mr. Bliss went to Rome, where
he learned that "Blessed are they that
wash their robes," "must be the correct"
rendering. And "during his last week in
Rome," he told his brother-in-law that
he was sorry he had written that hymn.
He declared: 'II sec so clearly its contra-
diction of the gospel that I have no
liberty in singing it." Then he wrote the
hymn: "Free from the law, oh, happy
condition." D. W. Whittle, Memories of
Philip P. Bliss, (New York: A. S. Barnes
and Co., 1877), 131-132. It is de-
plorable that this good Christian man
should get such impressions at Rome.
But, sad to say, P. P. Bliss is not the only
beloved Protestant that has been in touch
with Rome and lost his desire and liberry
to teach the good old truths of the Protes-
tant Bible.

Some follow the Roman Catholic
translation of Revelation 22:14, because
the Vatican possesses one of the three
oldest Bible manuscripts (Codex Vati-
canus). But that manuscript ends with
Hebrews 9:14, so thai it could not give
Catholics the proper rendering of Rev-
elation 22:14. D



Instant Insight From Ellen White
While You Study the Bible
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You're pondering aBible
verse when the question
comes up, "I wonder what
Ellen White said about this?"
But the effort of searching out a
passage from among the dozens
of books in your library would
be too great an interruption to
your study, and you continue on
to the next text. None of us can
imagine what personal blessings
are missed because we passed by
Mrs. White's insights into the deep
meaning of Scripture.
Now a new Bible gives you instant

access to the added light of the Spirit
of Prophecy. Prominent comments
are printed at the bottom of
each page. And a marginal reference
guides you directly to other statements
made in Mrs. White's books. Nothing
could be more convenient. Anyone
equipped with the Spirit of Prophecy
Study Bible can instantly bring valuable
insights to their Bible study group or
Sabbath school class.
The KingJames Version is bound in

quality leather with gold lettering, and it
zips closed for extra protection. It took
faith, courage, and tens of thousands of
dollars to prepare this special Bible with
Ellen White's comments and references to
her writings. But if you order now, you can
reserve your own copy for only $99.50 +
$6.50 shipping and handling ($99.50 + $14.50
for addresses in Alaska, Hawaii, and outside the
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Order our collection of 52 Spirit of Prophecy books in just
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[H] Visa and MasterCard orders call 1-405-454-6211.
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WHEN Jesus revealed walls. In these underground
to His disciples the retreats, many of the 1'01-

fate of Jerusalem and the lowers of Christ. when sus-
scenes of the Second Advent, peeled and proscribed, found
He foretold also the ex- a home; and here also they
perience of His pcoplc from buried their dead. When the
the time when He should be Lifegiver shall awaken those
taken from them, to His re- who have fought the good
turn in power and glory for fight, many a martyr for
their deliverance. From Christ's sake will come forth
Olivet the Saviour beheld the from those gloomy caverns.
storms about to fall upon the Under the fiercesl per-
apostolic church, and, pene- secution, these witnesses [or
trating deeper into the future, Jesus kept their faith un-
His eye discerned the fierce, sullied. Though deprived of
wasting tempests that were to J -' every comfort, shut away-beat upon His followers in from the light of the sun,
the coming ages of darkness making their home in the
and persecution. In a few.. dark but friendly bosom of
brief uttcrances of awful sig- the eanh, they uttered no
nificance, He forelold theP t- - th complaint. With words of
portion which the rulcrs of erseCD Ion In e faith, patience, and hope,
this world would mete out to Ihey encouraged one another
the church of God. The fol- F- t C t - 10 endure privation and dis-
lowcrs of Christ must tread Irs en DrIes tress. The loss of every
the same path of humiliation, earthly blessing could not
reproach, and suffering force them 10 renounce their
which their Master lrod. The enmity that numbers sealed their testimony with belief in Christ. uials and persecutions
burst forth against the world's Re- their blood. Noble and slave, rich and were but steps bringing them nearer
deemer, would be manifested against all pOOT, learned and ignorant, were alike their rest and their reward.
who should believe on His name. slain without mercy. They called to mind the words of

The history of the early church Wherever they sought refuge, the their Master, that when persecuted for
testified to the fulfillment of the followers of Christ were hunted like Christ'S sake they were to be exceeding
Saviour's words. The powers of earth beasts of prey. They were forced to seek glad; for great would be their reward in
and hell arrayed themselves against eoneealmenl in desolate and solitary Heaven; for so had the prophets been
Christ in the person of His followers. places. "Destitute, arnieted, tormented, persecuted before them. Like God's ser-
Paganism foresaw that should the gospel (01' whom the world was not worthy:) vants of old, they were "tortured, not
triumph, her temples and allars would be they wandered in deserts, and in moun- accepting deliverance; that they mighl
swept away; therefore she summoned tains, and in dens and caves of the obtain a better resurrection." Hebrews
her forces to destroy Christianity. The earlh." Hebrews 11:37-38. The subler- 11:35. They rejoiced that they were ae-
fires of persecution were kindled. Chris- ranean excavations connected with the counled worthy to suffer for the truth,
tians were stripped of their possessions, city of Rome afforded shelter for thou- and songs of triumph ascended in the
and driven from their homcs. They "en- sands. Long gallcries had becn tunncled midst of crackling names. Looking up-
dured a great fight of arnictions." They through carth and rock to procure mate- ward by faith, they saw Christ and an-
"had trial of cruel mockings and scourg- rial for the vasl structures of the capital, gels leaning over the battlements of
iogs, yea, moreover of bonds and impris- and the dark and intricate nctwork of Heaven, gazing upon them with the
onment" Hebrews 10:32; 11 :36. Great passages extended for miles beyond the deepest inlerest, and regarding their
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None could so well understand how to oppose
the true Christian faith as could those who had
once been its defenders

steadfastness with approval. A voice
came down to them from the throne of
God, "Be thou faithful unto death, and I
will give thee a crown of life." Revela-
tion 2:10

In vain were Satan's efforts to de-
stroy the church of Christ by violence.
The great controversy in which the dis-
ciples of Jesus yielded up their lives did
not cease when these faithful standard-
bearers fell at their post. By defeat they
conquered. God's workmen were slain,
but His work went steadily forward. The
gospel continued to spread, and the
number of its adherents to increase. It
penetrated into regions that were inac-
cessible, even to the eagles of Rome.
Said a Christian, expostulating with the
heathen rulers who were urging forward
the persecution: "You may torment, af-
niet, and vex us. Your wickedness puts
our weakness to the test, but your cruelly
is of no avaiL It is but a stronger invita-
tion to bring others to our persuasion.
The morc we are mowed down, the more
we spring up again. The blood of the
Christians is seed."

Thousands were imprisoned and
slain; but others sprung up to fill their
places. And those who were martyred
for their faith were secured to Christ,
and accounted of Him as conquerors.
They had fought the good fight, and they
were to receive the crown of glory when
Christ should come. The sufferings
which they endured brought Christians
nearer to one another and to their Re-
deemer. Their living example and dying
testimony were a constant witness for
the truth; and, where least expected, the
subjects of Satan were leaving his serv-
iee, and enlisting under the banner of
Christ.

Satan therefore laid his plans to war
more successfully against the govern-
ment of God, by planting his banner in
the Christian church. If the followers of
Christ could be deceived, and led to
displease God, then their strength, forti-
tude, and firmness would fail, and they
would fall an easy prey.

The great adversary now endeavored
to gain by artifice what he had failed to
secure by force. Persecution ceased, and
in its stead were substituted the danger-
ous allurements of temporal prosperity
and worldly honor. Idolaters were led to
receive a part of the Christian faith,
while they rejected other essential
truths. They professed to accept Jesus as
the Son of God, and to believe in His
death and resurrection; but they had no

conviction of sin, and felt no need of
repentance or of a change of heart. With
some concessions on their part, they
proposed that Christians should make
concessions, that all might unite on the
platform of belief in Christ.

Now was the church in fearful peril.
Prison, torture, fire, and sword were
blessings in comparison with this. Some
of the Christians stood firm, declaring
that they could make no compromise.
Others reasoned that if they should yield
or modify some features of their faith,
and unite with those who had accepted a
part of Christianity, it might be the
means of their full conversion. That was
a time of deep anguish to the faithful
followers of Christ. Under a eloak of
pretended Christianity, Satan was in-
sinuating himself into the church, to
conupt their faith, and turn their minds
from the Word of truth.

At last the larger portion of the
Christian company lowered their stand-
ard, and a union was formed between
Christianity and paganism. Although the
worshipers of idols professed to be con-
verted, and united with the church, they
still clung to their idolatry, only chang-
ing the objects of their worship 10 im-
ages of Jesus, and even of Mary and the
saints. The foul leaven of idolatry, thus
introduced into the church, continued its
baleful work. Unsound doctrines, super-
stitious rites, and idolatrous ceremonies

were incorporated into her faith and
worship. As the followers of Christ
united with idolaters, the Christian re-
ligion became corrupted, and the church
lost her purity and power. There were
some, however, who were not misled by
these delusions. They still maintained
their fidelity to the Author of truth, and
worshiped God alone.

There have ever been two classes
among those who profess to be followers
of Christ. While one class study the
Saviour's life, and earneslly seek to cor-
rect their defects and to conform to the

Pattern, the other class shun the plain,
practical truths which expose their errors.
Even in her best estate, the church was
not composed wholly of the true, pure,
and sincere. Our Saviour taught that
those who willfully indulge in sin are not
to be received into the church; yet He
connected with Himself men who were
faulty in character, and granted them the
benefits of His teachings and example,
that they might have an opportunity to
see and correct their errors. Among the
twelve apostles was a traitor. Judas was
accepted, not beeause of his defects of
character, but notwithstanding them. He
was connected with the disciples, that,
through the instructions and example of
Christ, he might learn what constitutes
Christian character, and thus be led to see
his errors, to repent, and, by the aid of
divine grace, to purify his soul "in obey-
ing the truth." 1 Peter 1:22. But Judas did
not walk in the light so graciously per-
mitted to shine upon him. By indulgence
in sin, he invited the temptations of
Satan. His evil traits of character became
predominant. He yielded his mind to the
control of the powers of darkness, he
became angry when his faults were re-
proved, and thus he was led to commit
the fearful crime of betraying his Master.
In like manner do all who cherish evil
under a profession of godliness hate
those who disturb their peace by con-
demning their course of sin. When a

favorable opportunity is presented, they
will, like Judas, betray those who for
their good have sought to reprove them.

The apostles encountered those in
the church who professed godliness
while they were seerelly cherishing iniq-
uity. Ananias and Sapphira acted the
part of deceivers, pretending to make an
entire sacrifice for God, when they were
covetously withholding a portion for
themselves. The Spirit of truth revealed
to the aposlles the real character of these
pretenders, and the judgments of God
forever rid the church of this foul blot
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The righteous are placed in the furnace of
affliction, that they themselves may be
purified; that their example may convince
others of the reality of faith and godliness

upon its purity. This signal evidence of
the diseerning Spirit of Christ in the
church was a lerror to hypocrites and
evildoers. They could not long remain in
conncction with those who were, in
habit and disposition, constant repre-
sentatives of Christ; and as trials and
persc<"1Jlion came upon His followers,
those only who were willing to forsake
all for the truth's sake desired to become
His disciples. Thus, as long as persecu-
lion continued, the church remained
comparatively pure. But as it ceased,
converts were added who were less
sincere and devoted, and the way was
opened for Satan to obtain a foothold.

But there is no union between the
Prince of light and the prince of dark-
ness, and there can be no union between
their followers. When Christians con-
sented to unite with those who were but
half converted from paganism, they
entered upon a path which led farther
and farther from the truth. Satan exulted
that he had succeeded in deceiving so
large a number of the followers of
Christ. He then brought his power to
bear more fully upon them, and inspired
them to persecute those who remained
true to God. None could so well under-
stand how to oppose the true Christian
faith as could those who had once been
its defenders; and these apostate Chris-
tians, uniting with their half-pagan com-
panions, directed their warfare against
the most essential features of the doc-
trines of Christ.

It required a desperate struggle for
those who would be faithful to stand
firm against the deceptions and abomi-
nations which were disguised in sacer-
dotal garments and introduced into the
church. The Bible was not accepted as
the standard of faith. The doctrine of
religious freedom was termed heresy,
and its upholders were hated and pro-
scribed.

After a long and severe connict, the
faithful few decided to dissolve all union
with the apostate church if she still
refused to free herself from falsehood
and idolatry. They saw that separation
was an absolute necessity if they would
obey the Word of God. They dared not
tolerate errors fatal to their own souls,
and set an example which would imperil
the faith of their children and children's
children. To peace and unity they
were ready to make any concession con-
sistent with fidelity to God; but they fell
that even peace would be too dearly
purchased at the sacrifice of principle. If

22 OUT Firm Foulldotion January 1991

unity could be secured only by the com-
promise of truth and righteousness, then
let there be difference, and even war.

Well would it be for the church and
the world if the principles that actuated
those steadfast souls were revived in the
hearts of God's professed people. There
is an alarming indifference in regard to
the doctrines which arc the pillars of the
Christian faith. The opinion is gaining
ground, that, after all, these arc not of
vital importance. This degeneracy is
strengthening the hands of the agents of
Satan, so that false theories and fatal
delusions which the faithful in ages past
imperiled their lives to resist and expose,
arc now regarded with favor by thou-
sands who claim to be followers of
Christ.

The early Christians were indeed a
peculiar people. Their blameless deport-
ment and unswerving faith were a con-
tinual reproof that disturbed the sinner's
peace. Though few in numbers, without
wealth, position, or honorary titles, they

were a terror to evildoers wherever their
character and doctrines were known.
Therefore they were hated by the
wicked, even as Abel was hated by the
ungodly Cain. For the same reason that
Cain slew Abel did those who would
throw off the restraint of the Holy Spirit,
put to death God's people. It was for the
same reason that the Jews rejected and
crucified the Saviour-because the pu-
rity and holiness of His character was a
constant rebuke to their sel fishness and
corruption. From the days of Christ until
now, His faithful disciples have excited
the hatred and opposition of those who
love and follow the ways nf sin.

How, then, can the gospel be called a
message of peace? When Isaiah foretold
the birth of the Messiah, he ascribed to
Him the title, "Prince of Peace." Isaiah
9:6. When angels announced to the
shepherds that Christ was born, they
sung above the plains of Bethlehem,
"Glory to God in the highest, and on

earth peace, good will toward men."
Luke 2:14. There is a seeming contradic-
tion between these prophetic declara-
tions and the words of Christ, "I carne
not to send peace, but a sword." Mat-
thew 10:34. But rightly understood, the
two arc in perfect harmony. The gospel
is a message of peace. Christianity is a
system, which, received and obeyed,
would spread peace, harmony, and hap-
piness throughout the earth. The religion
of Christ will unite in close brotherhood
all who accept its teachings. It was the
mission of Jesus to reconcile man to
God, and thus to His fellow man. But the
world at large arc under the control of
Satan, Christ's bitterest foc. The gospel
presents to them principles of life which
arc wholly at variance with their habits
and desircs, and they rise in rebellion
against it. They hate the purity which
reveals and condemns their sins, and
they persecute and destroy those who
would urge upon them its just and holy
claims. It is in this sense-because the

exalted truths it brings occasion hatred
and strife-that the gospel is called a
sword.

The mysterious providence whkh
permits the righteous to suffer persecu-
tion at the hand of the wicked, has been
a cause of great perplexity to many who
arc weak in faith. Some arc even ready
to cast away their confidence in God
because He suffers the basest of men to
prosper, while the best and purest arc
amieted and tormented by their cruel
power. How, it is asked, can One who is
just and merciful, and who is also in-
finite in power, tolerate such injustice
and oppression? This is a question with
which we have nothing to do. God has
given us sufficient evidence of His love,
and we arc not to doubt His goodness
because we cannot understand the work-
ings of His providence. Said the Saviour
to His disciples, foreseeing the doubts
that would press upon their souls in days
of trial and darkness, "Remember the



word that I said unto you, The servant is
not greater than his lord. If they have
persecuted Me, they will also persecute
you." John 15:20. Jesus suffered for us
more than any of His followers can be
made 10 suffer through the cruelty of
wicked men. Those who arc called to
endure torture and martyrdom arc but
following in the steps ofGod's dear Son.

"The Lord is not slack concerning
His promise." 2 Peter 3:9. He does not
forget or neglect His childrcn; but He
permits the wicked to reveal their true
character, that none who desire to do His
will may be deceived concerning them.
Again, thc rightcous are placed in thc
furnacc of affliction, that they them-
selves may be purified; that their ex-
ample may convince others of the reality
of faith and godliness; and also that their
consistent course may condemn the
godly and unbelieving.

God permits the wicked to prosper,
and to reveal their cnmity against Him,
that when they shall have filled up the
measure of their iniquity, all may see
His justice and mercy in their utter
destruction. The day of His vengeance
hastens, when all the transgressors of
His law and the oppressors of His people
will meet the just recompense of their
deeds; when every act of cruelly or
oppression toward God's faithful ones
will bc punishcd as though done to
Christ Himself.

There is another and morc important
qucstion that should cngagc the attcntion
of the churches of today. The apostte
Paul declares that "all that will live
godly in Christ Jesus shaH suffer per-
secution." 2 Timothy 3:12. Why is it,
then, that persecution seems in a great
degree to slumber?-The only reason is,
that the church has conformed to the
world's standard, and therefore awakens
no opposition. The religion current in
our day is not of the pure and holy
character which marked the Christian
faith in the days of Christ and His
apostles. It is only because of the spirit
of compromise with sin, because the
great truths of the Word of God are so
indifferently regarded, because there is
so little vital godliness in the church,
that Christianity is apparenlly so popular
with the world. Let there be a revival of
the faith and power of the early church,
and the spirit of persecution will be
revived, and the fires of persecution will
be rekindled. 0

The Spirit ofProphecy, vol. 4, 39-50

The Fine Art of Unbelief
Continued [rom 7

tion also claims the promises, but uses
them as Satan did, to excuse transgres-
sion."

In that same volume, rhe Desire of
Ages, Ellen White had written six times
that the idea that God has given a law
His subjects cannot obey was the lie
invented by Satan with which he hoped
to be able to push God from His throne.
In all of her published works she
makes the statement a total of thirty-
five times, and in the Siglls of the
Times, January 16, 1896, she adds this
solemn warning:

"Satan declared that it was im-
possible for the sons and daughters of
Adam to keep the law of God.... Mell
who are under the control of Satan
repeat these accusations against God, in
asserting that men cannot keep the law
of God."

Viewed against the background of
the statement about Ihe Spirit of Proph-
ecy which appears on page 216 of the
new doctrinal book, Seventh-tiny Ad-
ventists Believe, this statement is sober-
ing indeed:

"As the Lord's messenger, her [EUen
White's] writings arc a continuing and
authoritative source of truth which pro-
vide for the church comfort, guidance,
instruction, and correction."

Would any reasonable mind question
whether men who are preaching or
teaching Satan's lie as truth arc caught
up in the great Adventist apostasy?
Could there be a more serious apostasy
than forsaking the truth of God for a lie
of Satan?

Would any fair-minded person
blame the church members who recog-
nize Satan's lie for what it is, if they
protest against its being taught as truth to
their children as well as to themselves'!

And when their protests are ignored
by ministers, teachers, and Conference
administrators, are they to be faulted for
turning in despair to various ministries
which are teaching historic Adventism
and where they ean feel secure that the
devil's lie wiU never be presented as
truth?

We trust that the reader is beginning
to understand the true nature of the
prescnt situation in our churches and
why the conditions in some places range
from confusion to chaos. There is hardly
a church in the North American Division
that is not becoming polarized over
these issues, and very serious problems

arc developing in Australia and Western
Europe.

How important, then, that we study
earefuUy to recognize the difference be-
tween truth and error, so that we may
know the nature and the characteristics
of the great Adventist apostasy and
avoid its errors and its dismal end. For,
in spite of present appearances, we need
not doubt the final outcome of the
struggle between truth and falsehood.
The trulh wiU triumph gloriously; we
need have no fears about that.

At this point a word of caution might
be in order. Those who are caught up in
the apostasy and arc preaching the
dcvil's lie from our pulpits do not take
kindly to having the above statement
placed before them. Nevertheless, we
have the instruction from the Lord
through His messenger:

"Call rebellion by its right name, and
apostasy by its right name." Sevelllh-tiny
Advel1/ist Bible Commelllary, vol. 1, ] 114

By God's grace, this is what we wiU
do. Time and space would fail us to
record here aU of the play and counter-
play of interests and infiuenccs that arc
contesting with one another, as each side
may experience a gain here or a loss
there. Heaven's recorders arc carefully
marking them aU, and they wiU play
their part in the final disposition of
divine justice, when each of us wiH have
to give account of the role that we have
played in this phase of the great con-
troversy between Christ and Satan. Yet,
there is one awesomely fascinating story
that is so illustrative of the great prin-
ciples involved that it deserves notice. 1
will share it with you as it was related to
me by Elder Roy Alan Anderson, who
served for many years as the leader of
our General Conference Ministerial As-
sociation.

In the 1920s Anderson was doing
evangelistic work in his homeland,
Australia. He had developed an ap-
proach to big city evangelism that was
proving quite effective, and late in that
decade he was invited to bring his pro-
gram to London. There he conducted a
lengthy series of "central and satellite"
meetings with good results.

Before leaving Australia he had be-
come aware of what he thought was a
strange change in the teaChings of Elder
W. W. Fletcher, a respected minister and
missionary. Anderson was puzzled and
did not know how to understand these
changes that he observed in Fletcher's
thinking.
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In spite of present appearances, we need not
doubt the final outcome of the struggle between
truth and falsehood. The truth will triumph
gloriously; we need have no fears about that

While in London, Anderson received
a message that L. R. Conradi, the former
leader of OUT European Division, who
later apostatized, wantcd an interview
with h.im. Anderson went to Conradi's
home and listened in amazement to him
describe his plans for organizing a sepa-
ratc church. "If you will join mc," said
Conradi, "I will make you bishop of all
of England."

Anderson replied in horror that he
would never even consider such a thing.
Conradi replied, "Well, just a short time
ago W. W. Fletcher sat in that chair
where you arc sitting, and I gave all of
Australia to him."

Years passed by, and the innucnccs
that had been sci in motion by Conradi
continued to bear their fruit. In 1979
Desmond Ford, a minister from Australia,
launched an attack on OUT sanctuary
doctrine, in which he expressed appre-
ciation for the thinking of W. W.
Fletcher. Ford was given a period of
time in which to prepare a written slale-
ment of his views in order that they
might be considered at a special meet-
ing at Glacier View, Colorado. As a
delegate to that meeting, Anderson re·
eeived a copy of Ford's paper. When he
read it, he exclaimed to me, "This is
nothing but a rehash of the ideas of W.
W. Fletcher!"

Were these opinions that passed
from Conradi to Fletcher to Ford great
theological discoveries'! Hardly. [ was
one of those who were asked to analyze
Ford's allaek on the sanctuary and send
my findings to the General Conference. I
judged that material that I analyzed and
compared with its alleged sources to be
80 to 90 percent sheer misrepresenta-
tion: false claims about the Scriptures,
false statements about the Spirit of
Prophecy, and false statements about
other sources as well.

How do such things happen'! Where
docs it all begin?-with L. R. Conradi,
the president of our European Division
in the early 19OOs, who scattered such
seeds of distrust in the Spirit of Proph-
ecy throughout Europe that the evil re-
sults arc still very apparent today. What
a sobering example of evil inOuence---
from Conradi to W. W. Fletcher to Des-
mond Ford, and thus to countless
Seventh-day Adventist ministers who as
yet have not understood the true nature
of the great apostasy.

It has not been our purpose in this
introdudory overview of the subject to
analyze the grcat apostasy, but rather to
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point it out and briel1y describe it.
Specific details will be provided in the
next article of the series.

As we understand it, the lime frame
of the great apostasy would be from the
1950s, when the alluring prospect of
acceptcmee from the fallen Protestant
churches, the daughters of Babylon,
caused our brethren who were engaged
in theological discussions with Walter
Martin and his Calvinistic colleagues to
make some very unwise concessions,
until the shaking time, when God will
purify His church in preparation for the
loud cry and the latter rain.

"But the days of purification of the
Church arc hastening on apace. God will
have a people pure and true. In the
mighty sifting soon to take place we
shall be beller able to measure the

strength of Israel. The signs reveal that
the time is ncar when the Lord will
manifest that His (an is in His hand, and
He will thoroughly purge His 1100r."
Testimonies, vol. 5,80

This purification process will not be
pleasant, nor will it be limited in its
extent At the present lime those who
have accepted the false doctrines of
Calvinism have the controlling in·
nuencc in our two major publishing
houses, as well as in our educational
institutions. Articles defending our his-
toric faith are seldom accepted for pub-
lication in our major church papers, and
if accepted at all are likely to be accom-
panied by an article of rebunal by a
Calvinistic writer. It is a joy, but in-
creasingly exceptional, to find a
younger minister in the North American
Division today who is preaching the
landmarks of our historic faith, and in
the countries of Australia and New Zea-
land such preaching is even morc ex-
ceptional.

The younger ministers have been
taught to refer to our historic faith as
traditional AdvelJlism, which wants to
turn the clock back to the nineteenth

century. iladitional is to many Adventist
minds a pejorative lerm. Many of our
members remember well how the evi-
dence presentcd to them in evangelistic
meetings or in Biblc studies led them to
make a firm decision to turn from tradi-
tion to the Scriptures and unjte with the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. To have
their beliefs now described as "tradition,"
which they most emphatically arc not, is
hurtful and disturbing to them, which is
no doubt in harmony with the devi!'s
purpose.

And as mentioned before, when Wal-
ter Martin's successor, Kenneth Samples,
conducted a survey among the ministers
of the largest Conference in North Amer-
ica-the Southeaslern California Confer-
ence-fourteen of the fifty-six ministers
who responded stated that they did not

believe that our sanctuary doctrine is
scriptural. Another fourteen declined to
answer that question, although they did
answer his other questions. Thus, a full
fifty percent were not able to bear a
positive testimony about our most signif-
icant distinctive doctrine, the sanctuary.

The picture looks grim indeed. Yet,
we remember the Lord's testimony to
Elijah that He had yet 7,000 in Israel
who had not apostatized. Apparently
they tended to be quiet and unobtrusive
persons who were not conspicuous or
vocal but were serving the Lord in their
own appointed places, regardless of the
apostasy all about them. Doubtless there
are many such persons in our ranks
today who arc not known to US now but
will become known when the increasing
darkness brings out the stars. Mean-
while, let us determine thal by the grace
of God we will "gather warmth from the
coldness of others, courage from their
cowardice, and loyalty from their trea-
son" Ibid., vol. 5, 136 0

, A copy of this unpublished survey by Kenneth
Samples is in the possession of the author.



Justification and
Sanctification by Faith
SATAN is the master counterfeiter.

For everything God has done the
devil has produced a counterfeit. 10 be
effective, the counterfeit must resemble
the genuine. The prophet of the Lord
warned us in these prophetic words:

"The track of truth lies close beside
the track of error, and both tracks may
seem to be one to minds which are not
worked by the Holy Spirit, and which,
therefore, are not quick to discern the
difference between truth and error."
Selected Messages, book 1, 202

The only hope of knowing truth is to
submit the mind to the control of the
Holy Spirit. Many times from the pulpits
"erroneous theories arc presented in so
pleasing a way that unless care is taken,
many will be misled." Ibid.

So it has been with justification and
sanctification. These important doc-
trines are the very keys to man's salva-
tion and eternal life. No man can be
saved until he experiences them. It can-
not be experienced until there is true
repentance, a repentance not to be re-

pented of. "Now I rejoice, not that ye
were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to
repentance: for ye were made sorry after
a godly manner, that ye might receive
damage by us in nothing. For godly
sorrow worketh repentance to salvation
not to be repented of: but the sorrow of
the world worketh death." 2 Corinthians
7:9-10

"Him hath God exailed with His
right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour,
for to give repentance to Israel, and
forgiveness of sins." Acts 5:31

Justification is instanteous when
God sees true repentance in the life, for
true repentence results in full surrender
of our will to Christ. Many professed
Christians do not fully surrender their
will to Christ, and therefore they are not
justified. The prophet of the Lord now
speaks to us:

"Many are inquiring, 'How am I to
make the surrender of myself to God?'
You desire to give yourself to Him, but
you are weak in moral power, in slavery
to doubt, and controlled by the habits of
your life of sin. Your promises and
resolutions are like ropes of sand. You
cannot control your thoughts, your im-
pulses, your affections. The knowledge
of your broken promises and forfeited
pledges weakens your confidence in
your own sincerity, and causes you to
feel that God cannot accept you; but you
need not despair. What you need to
understand is the true force of the will.
This is the governing power in the nature
of man, the power of decision, or of
choice. Everything depends on the right
action of the will. The power of choice
God has given to men; it is theirs to
exercise. You cannot change your heart,
you cannot of yourself give to God its
affections, but you can choose to serve
Him. You can give Him your will; He
will then work in you to will and to do
according to His good pleasure. Thus
your whole nature will be brought under
the control of the Spirit of Christ; your
affections will be centered upon Him,
your thoughts will be in harmony with
Him.

"Desires for goodness and holiness
are right as far as they go; but if you stop
here, they will avail nothing. Many will
be lost while hoping and desiring to be
Christians. They do not come to the
point of yielding the will to God. They
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Conversion is a radical change in the life-not
a modification of the old, but a completely new
life altogether

do not now choose to be Christians."
Seeps to Christ, 47-48

Let us not forget Paul's words in
Romans 1:16-18: "For I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is
the power ofGod unto salvation to every
one that believeth; to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek. For therein is the
righteousness of God revealed from
faith to faith: as it is written, The just
shall live by faith. For the wrath of God
is revealed from heaven against all un-
godliness and umighteousness of men,
who hold the truth in umighteousness."

Those who accept the counterfeit
justification by faith will receive the
wrath of God. The counterfeit says that
Jesus on Calvary justified everyone. The
next step in this apostasy is the belief
that you really can't keep the law ofGod
perfectly. But the last-day prophet
speaks again to us:

"Christ came to the world to counter-
act Satan's falsehood that God had made
a law which men could not keep. Taking
humanity upon Himself, He came to this
earth, and by a life of obedience showed
that God has not made a law that man
cannot keep. He showed that it is possible
for man perfectly to obey the law. Those
who accept Cllrist as their Saviour, be-
coming partakers of His divine nature,
are enabled to follow His example, living
in obedience to every precept of the law.
Through the merits of Christ, man is to
show by his obedience that he could be
trusted in heaven, that he would not
rebel." The Faith! Live By, 114

"To the heart that has become
purified, all is changed. Transformation
of character is the testimony to the world
of an indwelling Christ. The Spirit of
God produces a new life in the soul,
bringing the thoughts and desires into
obediencc to the will of Christ; and the
inward man is renewed in the image of
God. Weak and erring men and women
show to the world that the redeeming
power of grace can cause the faulty
character to develop into symmetry and
abundant fruitfulness." Prophets and
Kings, 233

"Genuine faith will be manifested in
good works; for good works are the
fruits of faith. As God works in the
heart, and man surrenders his will to
God, and co-operates with God, he
works out in the life what God works in
by the Holy Spirit, and there is harmony
between the purpose of the heart and the
practice of the life. Every sin must be
renounced as the hateful thing that
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crucified the Lord of life and glory, and
the believer must have a progressive
experience by continually doing the
works of Christ. It is by continual sur-
render of the will, by continual obe-
dience, that the blessing of justification
is retained.

"Those who are justified by faith
must have a heart to keep the way of the
Lord. It is an evidence that a man is not
justified by faith when his works do not
correspond to his profession. James
says, 'Seest thou how faith wrought with
his works, and hy works was [his] faith
made perfect?' James 2:22," Selected
Messages, book 1, 397

Now we must understand when we
are justified that the work of sanctifica-
tion has begun. Justification is a work of
a moment, sanctification is the work of a
lifetime, but it begins with justification.
Justification begins with true repentance
not to be repented of. The prophet again
portrays this beautiful doctrine in these
prophetic words:

"What is sanctification? It is to give
one's self wholly and without reserve-
soul, body, and spirit-to God; to deal
justly; to love mercy, and to walk
humbly with God; to know and to do the
will of God without regard to self or
self-interest; to be heavenly-minded,
pure, unselfish, holy, and without spot or
stain.

"It is through the truth, by the power
of the Holy Spirit, that we are to be
sanctified-transformed into the like-
ness of Christ. And in order for this
change to be wrought in us, there must
be an unconditional, wholehearted ac-
ceptance of the truth, an umeserved
surrender of the soul to its transforming
power." Our High Calling, 212

"Enoch's life and character, which
were so holy that he was translated to
heaven without seeing death, represent
what the lives and characters of all must
be, if, like Enoch, they are to be trans-
lated when Christ shall come. His life

was what the life of every individual
may be if he closely connects with God.
We should remember that Enoch was
surrounded with influences so depraved
that God brought a flood of waters on
the world to destroy its inhabitants for
their corruption....

I'When Christ shall come, our vile
bodies are to be changed, and made like
His glorious body; but the vile character
will not be made holy then. The transfor-
mation of character must take place
before His cOming. Our natures must be
pure and holy; we must have the mind of
Christ, that He may behold with pleasure
His image reflected upon OUT souls."
Our High Calling, 278

What is sanctification? It is complete
surrender to the will of God every mo-
ment of every day. It is daily being
baptized anew by the Holy Spirit in the
Word of God. Being born again, we
must continually surrender our wills to
God and study the Word and the Spirit of
Prophecy daily. Jesus pointed Nic-
odemus to this experience:

"Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God. That which is born of
the flesh is flesh; and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit." John 3:5--{;

It is the daily baptism of the Holy
Spirit that the church is needing.

"Until the heart is surrendered un-
conditionally to God, the human agent is
not abiding in the true Vine, and cannot
flourish in the Vine, and bear rich
clusters of fruit. God will not make the
slightest compromise with sin. If He
could have done this, Christ need not
have come to our world to suffer and die.
No conversion is genuine which does
not change both the character and the
conduct of those who accept the truth.
The truth works by love, and purifieth
the soul.

"Our professions are worthless un-
less we abide in Christ; for we cannot be



In justification and sanctification there is
perfection of character in Christ through the
Holy Spirit's power. There is a continued love
for righteousness, a hatred for sin, and a deep
love for sinners

living branches unless the vital qualities
of the Vine abound in us. In the genuine
Christian the characteristics of his
Master will appear, and when we reflect
the graces of Christ in our lives and
characters, the Father loves us as He
loves His Son. When this condition is
fulfilled in those who profess to believe
the present truth, we shall see a prosper-
ous church; for its members will not live
unto themselves, but unto Him who died
for them, and they will be flourishing
branches of the living Vine." SOliS alld
Daughters ofGod, 288

"I am the vine, ye are the branches:
He that abideth in me, and I in him, the
same bringeth forth much fruit: for
without me yecan do nothing." John 15:5

The gospel commission can never be
completed until this experience comes to
God's people. Let us not forget that the
devil has a counterfeit Holy Spirit. It is
running rampant through the churches of
the world and has now been introduced
into Adventism. What tragedy!

Remember, conversion is a radical
change in the life--not a modification of
the old, but a completely new life alto-
gether.

"When the Spirit of God takes pos-
session of the heart, it transforms the
life. Sinful thoughts are put away, evil
deeds are renounced; love, humility, and
peace take the place of anger, envy, and
strife. Joy takes the place of sadness, and
the countenance reflects the light of
heaven. No one sees the hand that lifts
the burden, or beholds the light descend
from the courts above. The blessing
comes when by faith the soul surrenders
itself to God. Then that power which no
human eye can see creates a new being
in the image of God.

"It is impossible for finite minds to
comprehend the work of redemption. Its
mystery exceeds human knowledge; yet
he who passes from death to life realizes
that it is a divine reality. The beginning
of redemption we may know here
through a personal experience. Its results
reach through the eternal ages." The
Desire ofAges, 173

"No human invention can find a
remedy for the sinning soul. 'The carnal
mind is enmity against God: for it is not
subject to the law of God, neither indeed
can be.' 'Out of the heart proceed evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornica-
tions, thefts, false Witness, blasphemies.'
Romans 8:7. Matthew 15:19. The foun-
tain of the heart must be purified before
the streams can become pure. He who is

trying to reach heaven by his own works
in keeping the law is attempting an
impossibility. There is no safety for one
who has merely a legal religion, a form
of godliness. The Christian's life is not a
modification or improvement of the old,
but a transformation of nature. There is a
death to self and sin, and a new life
altogether. This change can be brought
about only by the effectual working of
the Holy Spirit." Ibid., 172

"TIue conversion is a radical change.
The very drift of the mind and bent of
the heart should be turned and life be-
come new again in Christ." Testimonies,
vol. 4, 17

"Worldly policy and the undeviating
principles of righteousness do not blend
into each other imperceptibly, like the
colors of the rainbow. Between the two a
broad, clear line is drawn by the eternal
God. The likeness of Christ stands out as
distinct from that of Satan as midday in
contrast with midnight. And only those
who live the life of Christ are His co-
workers. If one sin is cherished in the
soul, or oDe wrong practice retained in
the life, the whole being is contami-
nated. The man becomes an instrument
of unrighteousness." The Desire ofAges,
313

Then in justification and sanctifica-
tion there is perfection of character in
Christ through the Holy Spirit'S power.
There is a continued love for righteous-
ness, a hatred for sin, and a deep love for
sinners.

This is portrayed beautifully in these
sacred words: "The man who attempts to
keep the commandments of God from a
sense of obligation merely-because he
is required to do so--will never enter
into the joy of obedience. He does not
obey. When the reqUirements of God are
accounted a burden because they cut
across human inclination, we may know
that the life is not a Christian life. lhle
obedience is the outworking of a prin-
ciple within. It springs from the love of

righteousness, the love of the law of
God. The essence of all righteousness is
loyalty to our Redeemer. This will lead
us to do right because it is right-be-
cause right doing is pleasing to God."
Christ's Object Lessons, 97-98

Let us not forget "at every stage of
development our life may be perfecl."
Ibid., 65

"When Christ reigns in the soul,
there is purity, freedom from sin. The
glory, the fulness, the completeness of
the gospel plan is fulfilled in the life.
The acceptance of the Saviour brings a
glow of perfect peacc, perfeet love, per-
fect assurance. The beauty and fragrance

of the character of Christ revealed in the
life testifies that God has indeed scnt His
Son into the world to be its Saviour."
Ibid., 420

And when the universe, angelS, and
the Godhead see these changes in the
lives of sinners, "As these changes arc
effected, angels break forth in rapturous
song, and God and Christ rejoice over
souls fashioned after the divinc simili-
lude." Ibid., 102

The beautiful message of justifica-
tion and sanctification given to us in our
Bibles and through the Spirit of Proph-
ecy have not been understood by many
of our leaders, pastors, and laily. Now a
large number of God's remnant people
are being deceived and are accepting the
counterfeit, and they will be doomed to
eternal disappointment in the judgment
soon to come.

May God help us now in the final
crisis hours.

"And ye shali seek Me, and find Me,
when ye shali search for Me with ali
your heart." Jeremiah 29:13

"But seek ye first thc kingdom of
God, and His righteousness; and ali
these things shali be added unto you."
Matthew 6:33 0
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How toMeet a
,.-

" Controverted
Point of
Doctrine

WEwant to understand tbe time in
whicb we live. We do not balf

understand it. We do not balf take it in.
My beart trembles in me wben I think of
wbat a foe we bave to meet, and bow
poorly we are prepared to meet him. The
trials of tbe children of Israel, and tbeir
attitude just before tbe first coming of
Christ, bave been presented before me
again and again to illustrate tbe position
of tbe people of God in tbeir experience
before tbe second coming of Christ.
How tbe enemy sought every occasion
to take control of tbe minds of the Jews,
and today he is seeking to blind the
minds of God's servants, that they may
not be able to discern the precious truth.

When Christ came to our world,
Satan was on thc ground, and disputed
every inch of advance in His path from
the manger to Calvary. Satan had ac-
cused God of requiring self-denial of the
angels, when He knew nothing of what it
meant Himself, and when He would not
Himself make any self-sacrifice for
others. This was the accusation that Satan
made against God in beaven; and after
the evil one was expelled from heaven,
he continually charged tbc Lord with
exacting service which He would not
render Himself. Christ carne to the world
to meet tbese false accusations, and to
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reveal thc Father. We cannot conceive of
the humiliation He endured in taking our
nature upon Himself. Not that in itself it
was a disgrace to belong to the human
race, but He was the Majesty of heavcn,
the King of glory, and He humbled Him-
self to become a babe and suffer the
wants and woes of mortals. He humbled
Himself not to the highest position, to be
a man of riches and power, but though He
was rich, yet for our sake He became
poor, that we through His poverty might
be made ricb. He took step after step in
humiliation. He was driven from city to
city; for men would not receive the Light
of the world. They were perfectly
satisfied with their position.

Christ had given precious gems of
truth, but men had bound them up in the
rubbish of superstition and error. He had
imparted to them the words of life, but
they did not live by every word that
proceeds out of the mouth of God. He
saw that tbe world could not find the
Word of God, for it was hidden by the
traditions of men. He came to place
before the world the relative importance
of beaven and earth, and put truth in its
own place. Jesus alone could reveal the
truth which it was necessary men should
know in order that they might obtain
salvation. He only could place it in the
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framework of truth, and it was His work
to free it from error and to set it before
men in its heavenly light.

Satan was roused to oppose Him, for
had he not put forth every effort since the
Fall to make light appear darkness, and
darkness light? As Christ sought to place
truth before the people in its proper
relation to their salvation, Satan worked
through the Jewish leaders, and inspired
them with enmity against the Redeemer
of the world. They determined to do all in
their power to prevent Him from making
an impression upon the people.

Oh, how Christ longed, how His heart
burned, to open to the priests the greater
treasures of the truth! But their minds had
been cast in such a mold that it was next
to an impossibility to reveal to them tbe
truths relating to His kingdom. The
Scriptures had not been read aright. The
Jews had been looking for the advent of
the Messiah, but they had thought He
must come in all the glory that will attend
His second appearing. Because He did
not come with all the majesty of a king,
they utterly refused Him. But it was not
simply because He did not come in splen-
dor tbat they refused Him. It was because
He was the embodiment of purity, and
tbey were impure. He walked the earth a
man of spotless integrity. Such a charac-



Men may have a power to resist evil-a power
that neither earth, nor death, nor hell can
master; a power that will place them where
they may overcome as Christ overcame

ter in the midst of degradation and evil,
was out of harmony with their desires,
and He was abused and despised. His
spotless life flashed light upon the hearts
of men, and discovered iniquity to them
in its odious character.
The Son of God was assaulted at

every step by the powers of darkness.
After His baptism He was driven of the
Spirit into the wilderness, and suffered
templation for forty days. Letters have
been coming in to me, affirming that
Christ could not have had the same
nature as man, for if He had, He would
have fallen under similar temptations. If
He did not have man's nature, He could
not be our Example. If He was not a
partaker of our nature, He could not
have been tempted as man has been. If it
were not possible for Him to yield to
temptation, He could not be our Helper.
It was a solemn reality that Christ came
to fight the battles as man, in man's
behaJf. His temptation and victory tell us
that humanity must copy the Pattern;
man must become a partaker of the
divine nature.

In Christ, divinity and humanity were
combined. Divinity was not degraded to
humanity; divinity held its place, but
humanity by being united to divinity,
withstood the fiercest test of temptation
in the wilderness. The prince of this
world came to Christ after His long fast,
when Hewas an hungered, and suggested
to Him to command the stones to become
bread. But the plan of God, devised for
the salvation ofman, provided that Christ
should know hunger, and poverty, and
every phase of man's experience. He
withstood the temptation, through the
power that man may command. He laid
hold on the throne of God, and there is
not a man or woman who may not have
access to the same help through faith in
God. Man may become a partaker of the
divine nature; not a soul lives who may
not summon the aid of Heaven in tempta-
tion and trial. Christ came to reveal the
Source of His power, that man might
never rely on his unaided human capa-
bilities.
Those who would overcome must

put to the tax every power of their being.
They must agonize on their knees before
God for divine power. Christ came to be
our Example, and to make known to us
that we may be partakers of the divine
nature. How?-By having escaped the
corruptions that are in the world through
lust. Satan did not gain the victory over
Christ. He did not put his foot upon the

soul of the Redeemer. He did not touch
the head though he bruised the heel.
Christ, by His own example, made it
evident that man may stand in integrity.
Men may have a power to resist evil-a
power that neither earth, nor death, nor
hell can master; a power that will place
them where they may overcome as
Christ overcame. Divinity and humanity
may be combined in them.

It was the work of Christ to present
the truth in the framework of the gospel,
and to reveal the precepts and principles
that He had given to fallen man. Every
idea He presented was His own. He
needed not to borrow thoughts from any,
for He was the originator of all truth. He
could present the ideas of prophets and
philosophers, and preserve His original-
ity; for all wisdom was His; He was the
Source, the Fountain, of all truth. He was
in advance of all, and by His teaching He
became the spiritual leader for all ages.

It was Christ that spoke through Mel-
chisedec, the priest of the most high God.
Melchisedec was not Christ, bul He was
the voice of God in the world, the repre-
sentative of the Father. And all through
the generations of the past, Christ has
spoken; Christ has led His people, and
has been the light of the world. When
God chose Abraham as a representative
of His truth, He took him out of his
counlry, and away from his kindred, and

set him apart. He desired to mold him
after His own model. He desired to teach
him according to His own plan. Themold
of the world's teachers was not to be
upon him. He was to be taught how to
command his children and his household
after him, to keep the way of the Lord, to
do justice and judgment. This is the work
that God would have us do. He would
have us understand how to govern our
families, how to control our children,
how to command our households to keep
the way of the Lord.

John was called to do a special work;
he was to prepare the way of the Lord, to

make straight His paths. The Lord did not
send him to the school of the prophets
and rabbis. He took him away from the
assemblies of men to the desert, that he
might learn of nature and nature's God.
God did not desire him to have the mold
of the priests and rulers. He was called to
do a special work. The Lord gave him his
message. Did he go to the priests and
rulers and ask if he might proclaim this
message?-No, God put him away from
them that he might not be influenced by
their spirit and teaching. He was the
voice of one crying in the wilderness,
"Prepare ye the way of the LoRD, make
straight in the desert a highway for our
God. Every valley shall be exalted, and
every mountain and hill shall be made
low: and the crooked shall be made
straight, and the rough places plain: and
the glory of the LoRD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together: for the
mouth of the LoRD hath spoken it."
Isaiah 40:3-5. This is the very message
that must be given to our people; we are
near the end of time, and the message is,
Clear the King's highway; gather out the
stones; raise up a standard for the people.
The peeple must be awakened. It is no
time now to cry peace and safety. We are
exhorted to "cry aloud, sparc not, lift up
thy voice like a trumpet, and shew My
people their transgression, and the house
of Jacob their sins." Isaiah 58:1

The light of the glory of God shone
upon our Representative, and this fact
says to us that the glory of God may
shine upon us. With His human arm,
Jesus encircled the race, and with His
divine arm He grasped the throne of the
Infinite, connecting man with God, and
earth with heaven.

The light ofthe glory ofGod must fall
upon us. We need the holy unction from
on high. However intelligent, however
learned a man may be, he is not qualified
to teach unless he has a firm hold on the
God of Israel. He who is connected with
Heaven will do the works of Christ. By
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You must lay yourselves and your opinions on
the altar of God, put away your preconceived
ideas, and let the Spirit of Heaven guide you
into all truth

faith in God he will have power to move
upon humanity. He will seek for the lost
sheep of the house of Israel. If divine
power does not combine with human
effort, I would not give a straw for all that
the greatest man could do. The Holy
Spirit is wanting in our work. Nothing
frightens me morc than to see the spirit of
variance manifested by our brethren. We
arc on dangerous ground when we cannol
meet together like Christians, and cour-
teously examine controverted pOints. I
feci like fleeing from the place lest I
receive the mold of those who cannol
eandidly investigate the doctrines of the

Bihle. Those who cannot impartially ex-
amine the evidences of a position that
differs from theirs, arc not fit to leach in
any dcpartment ofGod's cause. What wc
need is the baptism of thc Holy Spirit.
Without this, we arc no morc fitted to go
forth to thc world than were the disciples
after the crucifixion of their Lord. Jesus
knew their destitution, and told thcm to
tarry in Jerusalem until they sbould be
endowed with power from on high.
Every teacher must be a Icarner, that his
cyes may be anointed to see the evi-
dcnces of the advancing truth of God.
The beams of the Sun of Righteousness
must shine into his own heart if he would
impart light to others.

No one is able to explain the Scrip-
tures without the aid of thc Holy Spirit.
But when you takc up the Word of God
with a humble, leachable hearl, the an-
gels of God will be by your side to
impress you with evidences of the truth.
When the Spirit of God rcsts upon you,
there will bc no feeling of envy or
jealousy in examining another's posi-
tion; there will be no spirit of accusation
and criticism, such as Satan inspired in
the heans of the jewish leaders against
Christ. As Christ said to Nicodemus, so I
say to you, "Ye must be born again."
"Except a man be born again. he cannot
sce thc IQngdom of God." John 3:7, 3.
You must have the divinc mold before

you can discern the sacred claims of the
truth. Unless the teacher is a learner in
the school of Christ, he is not fitted to
teach others.

Wc should come into a position
where every difference will be melted
away. If I think I have light, I shall do
my duty in presenting it. Suppose I
consulted others concerning the mes-
sage the Lord would havc me give to the
people, the door might bc closed so that
the light might not reach the ones to
whom God had sent it. When Jesus rode
into Jerusalem, "the whole multitude of
disciples began to rejoice and praise

God with a loud voice for all the mighty
works that they had seen; saying,
Blessed be the King that cometh in the
name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and
glory in the highest. And some of the
Pharisees from among the multitude said
unto Him, Master, rebuke Thy disciples.
And He answered and said unto them, I
tell you that, if these should hold thcir
peace, the stones would immediately cry
out." Luke 19:37-40

The Jews tried to stop the proclama-
tion of the message that had been pre-
dicted in the Word of God; but prophecy
must be fulfilled. The Lord says, "Be-
hold, I will send you Elijah the prophet,
before the coming of the great and
dreadful day of the LORD." Malachi 4:5.
Somebody is to come in the spirit and
powcr of Elijah, and when he appears,
men may say, "You are too earnest, you
do not interpret the Scriptures in the
proper way. Let me tell you how to leach
your message.))
There are many who eannot distin-

guish between the work of God and that
of man. I shall tell the truth as God gives
it to me. and I say now, If you continue
to find fault, to have a spirit of variance,
you will never know the truth. Jesus said
to His disciples, "I havc yet many things
to say unto you, but ye eannot bear them
now." John 16:12. They were not in a
condition to appreciate sacred and eter-

nal things; but Jesus promised to send
lhe Comforter, who would teaeh them
all things, and bring all things to their
remembrance, whatsoever He had said
unto them. Brethren, we must not put
our dependence in man. "Cease ye from
man, whose breath is in his nostrils: for
wherein is he to be accounted of?" Isaiah
2:22. You must hang your helpless souls
upon Jesus. It does not become us to
drink from the fountain of the valley,
when there is a fountain in the mountain.
Let us leave the lower streams; let us
come to the higher springs. If there is a
point of truth that you do not understand,
upon which you do not agree, investi-
gate, compare scripture with scripture,
sink the shaft of truth down dcep into the
mine of God's Word. You must lay
yourselves and your opinions on the
altar of God, put away your prccon-
ceived ideas, and let the Spirit of Heaven
guide you into all truth.

My brother said at one time that he
would not hear anything concerning the
doctrine we hold, for fear he should be
convinced. He would not come to the
meetings, or listen to the discourses; but
he afterward declared that he saw he was
as guilty as if hc had heard them. God
had givcn him an opportunity to know
the truth, and He would hold him re-
sponsible for this opportunity. There are
many among us who are prejudiced
against the doctrines that are now being
discussed. They wilt not come to hear,
they will not calmly investigate, but they
put forth their objections in the dark.
Thcy are perfectly satisfied with their
position. "Thou saycst, I am rich, and
increased with goods, and have need of
nothing; and knowest not that thou art
wretChed, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked: I eounsel thee to buy
of Me gold tried in the fire, that thou
rnayest be rich; and white raiment, that
thou mayest be clothed, and that the
shame of thy nakedness do not appear;
and anoint thine eyes with eycsalvc, that
thou mayest sec. As many as I love, I
rebuke and chasten: be zealous there-
forc, and repent." Revelation 3:17-19
This scripture applies to those who

live under the sound of the message, but
who will not eome to hear it. How do you
know but that the Lord is giving fresh
evidences of His truth, placing it in a new
selling, that the way of the Lord may be
prcpared? What plans have you been
laying that new light may be infused
through the ranks ofGod's people? What
evidence have you that God has not scnt
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upon the earth. At an infinite cost, God
has provided for every man an opportu-
nity to know that which will make him
wise unto salvation. How eagerly do
angels look to see who will avail himself
of this opportunity! When a message is
presented to God's people, they should
not rise up in opposition to it; they should
go to the Bible, comparing it with the law
and Ihe testimony, and if it does not bear
this test, it is not true. God wants our
minds to expand. He desires to put His
grace upon us. We may have a feast of
good things every day; for God can open
the whole treasure of heaven to us. We
are to be one with Christ as He is onewith
the Father, and the Father will love us as
He loves His Son. We may have the same
help that Christ had, we may have
strength for every emergency; for God
will be our front guard and our rereward.
He will shut us in on every side, and
when we are brought before rulers,
before lhe authorities of the earth, we
need not meditate beforehand of what we
shall say. God will teach us in the day of
our need. Now may God help us to come
to the feet of Jesus and learn of Him,
before we seck to become teachers of
others. 0

Review and Herald, vol. 2, 367-369
(February 18, 1890)
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tree, believest thou? thou shalt see
greater things than these. And He saith
unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and
the angels of God ascending and de-
scending upon the Son of man." John
1:49-51
This is what we shall see if we are

connected with God. God wants us to
depend upon Him, and not upon man.
He desires us to have a new heart; He
would give us revealings of light from
the throne of God. We should wrestle
with every difficulty, but when some
controverted point is presented, are you
to go to man to find out his opinion, and
then shape your conclusions from his?-
No, go to God. Tell Him what you want;
take your Bible and search as for hidden
treasures.

We do not go deep enough in our
search for truth. Every soul who believes
present truth will be brought where he
will be required to give a reason of the
hope that is in him. The people of God
will be called upon to stand before kings,
princes, rulers, and great men of the
earth, and they must know that they do
know what is truth. They must be con-
verted men and women. God can teach
you more in one moment by His Holy
Spirit than you could learn from the great
men of the earth. The universe is looking
unon the that {!oin{! on

light to His children? All self-suffi-
ciency, egotism, and pride of opinion
must be put away. We must come to the
feet of Jesus, and learn of Him who is
meek and lowly of heart. Jesus did not
teach His disciples as the rabbis taught
theirs. Many of the Jews came and
listened as Christ revealed the mysteries
of salvation, but they came not to learn;
they came to criticize, to catch Him in
some inconsistency, Ihat they might have
something with which to prejudice the
people. They were content with their
knowledge, but the children of God must
know the voice of the true Shepherd. Is
not this a time when it would be highly
proper to fast and pray before God? We
are in danger of variance, in danger of
taking sides on a controverted point; and
should we not seck God in earnestness,
with humiliation of soul, that we may
know what is truth?

Nathanael heard John as he pointed to
the Saviour, and said, "Behold the Lamb
of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world!" John 1:29. Nathanael looked at
Jesus, but he was disappointed in the
appearance of the world's Redeemer.
Could He who bore the marks of toil and
poverty, be the Messiah? Jesus was a
worker; He had toiled with humble work-
ingmen, and Nathanael went away. But
he did not form his opinion decidedly as
to what the character of Jesus was. He
knelt down under a fig trec, inquiring of
God if indeed this man was the Messiah.
While he was there, Philip earne and said,
"We have found Him, of whom Moses in
the law, and the prophets did write, Jesus
of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." But the
word "Nazareth" again aroused his un-
belief, and he Said, "Can there any good
thing come out of Nazareth?" He was full
of prejUdice, but Philip did not seek to
combat his prejudice; he simply said,
"Come and see." When Nathanael came
into the presence of Jesus, Jesus said,
IIBehold an Israelite indeed, in whom is
no guile!" Nathanael was amazed. He
said, "Whence knowest thou me? Jesus
answered and said unto him, Before that
Philip called thee, when thou wast under
the fig Iree, I saw thee." John 1:45-48

Would it not be well for us to go
under the fig tree to plead with God as to
what is truth? Would not the eye of God
be upon us as it was upon Nathanael?
Nathanael believed on the Lord, and
exclaimed, "Rabbi, Thou art the Son of
God; Thou art the King of Israel. Jesus
answered and said unto him, Because I
said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig
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"At baptism, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, we were set apart to engage in the very work that
Christ carne to the world to do. What was He? In the highest sense He was a missionary, and He was a healing missionary."
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• February 4-June 5, 1991
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Time is running out in our world, and there is still much
to be done.
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Ministry ofHealing Se11'linar
For those who are unable to attend a four-month

course, our one-weekMinistry ofHealing seminars are
scheduled for April 3-9 and November 6-12, 1991. 111CSC
scminars include: (1) hands-on training in how to use
fomentations, fever baths, contrast baths, heating com-
presses, charcoal poultices, massage, diet, ,md herbs for the
treatment ofdi=; (2) lectures on the major themes of
TheMinislry ojHealing, God's eight laws of health, true
and false principles in physical healing and mental develop-

choice and preparation of the Christian home; (3) a
special Sabbath program. Room and board (if needed) is
$40; tuition is $85. Preregistration required.
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