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I n verse 17 of chapter 12 in the bookof Revelation we find how the
Seventh-day Adventist Church quali-
fies to be God's last-day remnant
church.

"And the dragon was wroth with
the woman, and went to make war with
the remnant of her seed, which keep
the commandments of God, and have
the testimony of Jesus Christ."

God's remnant church is to keep aU
ten of God's commandments, not as
the Jews kept them as legalists, but in
the spirit of the law as Enoch and
Abraham kept them.

"Here is the patience of the saints:
here are they that keep the command-
ments of God, and the faith of Jesus."
Revelation 14:12. When we have the
faith of Jesus, we will keep the law and
the Sabbath in principle and practice.

In Revelation 19:10 we have the
authorization for our position as God's
remnant. "For the testimony of Jesus is
the spirit of prophecy." Let us not for-
get that aU Scripture is given by inspira-
tion of God. 2 Timothy 3:16-17

Ellen White, God's messenger tells
us to search the Scriptures.

"Search the Scriptures, for they are
the voice of God speaking to the soul."
Testimonies, vol. 8, 157

God's revelation through the tes-
timonies of Jesus is emphasized in this
inspired statement from the apostle
Paul in his epistle to the Ephesians.
"How that by revelation He made
known unto me the mystery; (as I
wrote afore in few words, whereby,
when ye read, ye may understand my
knowlege in the mystery of Christ)."
Ephesians 3:3-4

Yes, the testimony of Jesus is the
Spirit of Prophecy. It is Jesus speaking
to His church.

"God has spoken to us through His
Word. He has spoken to us through the
testimonies to the church and through
the books that have helped to make
plain our present duty and the position
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that we should now occupy." Testimo-
nies, vol. 8, 298

God gave the Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church the greatest of aU gifts, the
Spirit of Prophecy to keep us from the
apostasy that had plagued the church in
almost every generation during the
6000 years of the great controversy.
Nineteen times in Testimonies, vol.

5, Ellen White states we arc following
in the same track as the ancient church.
"The sin of ancient Israel was in dis·

regarding the expressed will of God
and following their own way acccord-
ing to the leadings of unsanetified
hearts. Modern Israel are fast fOllowing
in their footsteps, and the displeasure
of the Lord is as surely resting upon
them." Testimonies, vol. 5, 94

See Testimonies, voL 5, 72, 75, 77,
84,94,160,217,258,297,456,535-
536, 601, 226. Ancient Israel disre-
garded God's word, His plans for His
church, and using their own plans, fi-
nally ended up in captivity in Babylon
and worshiping even the gods of Baby-
lon. Ellen White states, through the
same inspiration given to Paul in the
epistle to the Ephesians, that we, the
Seventh-day Adventist church, have
done worse than they.

"I saw that many who profess to
believe the truth for these last days
think it strange that the children of
Israel murmured as they journeyed;
that after the wonderful dealings of
God with them, they should be so un-
grateful as to forget what He had done
for them. Said the angel: 'Ye have done
worse than they.' "Testimonies, vol. 1,
129

Let us not forget an angel said this.
Will we accept this inspired message
concerning our condition, or will we
continue to disregard it until our neg-
lect becomes rejection? In truth, disre-
gard of inspired testimonies is rejec-
tion. See Testimonies, vol. 5, 680
No man, committees, or boards

have the right to change God's plan or

His orders. No group of people can be
the voice of God while disregarding
His orders. Let us now, in this frighten-
ing hour, with the whole world at the
edge of chaos, restudy God's plan, His
orders now for His remnant people in
this final hour for the church.

God had a plan for medical ntission-
ary work and we chose to go to the
world's hospital plan. Now these hospi-
tals arc near bankruptcy.

God gave us a plan for education
but very little of God's plan can be
seen in OUf educational institutions
today. We arc spending millions every
year for a plan that God has not given
us.

God gave us a plan for evangelism
but we have now exchanged it for the
evangelical's church gowth plan, in-
cluding pentecostalism, celebration
churches and Neuro-Linguistie pro-
gramnting, teaching our pastors ntind
control and introducing them to hyp-
notism.

God gave us a worldwide publish-
ing program, which would scatter our
inspired books and literature around
the world in every language. But here
again we are failing. The books The
Great Controversy, The Desire ofAges,
Patriarchs andProphets, Christ'S Ob-
ject Lessons, and The Ministry ofHea/-
ing, are still God's priority in the
printed page. See Colporteur Ministry,
88 and Testimonies, vol. 9, 70--71

Lay organizations are now picking
up this inspired challenge. Remnant
Publications in co-operation with
Pacific Press, Hope International and
many others around the world, arc now
placing hundreds of thousands of these
Spirit of Prophecy books into the hands
of the seekers after truth.
This issue ofOur Firm Foundation

is dedicated to placing again before our
people, leaders, and pastors God's in-
spired plan for the printed page.

Ron Spear-Editor
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The Importance of the
Canvassing Work

T HE very messages we have been is to bring before the world as fast as
giving to the world are to be made possible the light that God has given.

prominent. The books containing the The publications will do a far greater
light God has given must be brought work than can be accomplished even by
before the people. the ministry of the Word, because the

Canvassers should have the fact im- canvassers reach a class that ministers
pressed upon them that the canvassing who teach in word and doctrine cannot
work is the very work the Lord would reach. From the light given me, I know
have them do. The work of the canvasser that where there is onc canvasser in the
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field there should be one hundred. Per-
sons should be encouraged to take hold
of the work, not to handle the little story
books, but to bring before the world the
books so essential at this time.

The Lord will be with steadfast, con-
secrated workers. The time has come
when a large work should be done by the
canvassers. As watchmen they are ring-
ing the warning bell to awake the
sleepers to a sense of their danger. The
work to be done is great; the world is
asleep, and the churches know not the
time of their visitation. How can they
best learn the truth?-Through the ef-
forts of the canvasser. Thus the reading
is brought before those who otherwise
would never hear the truth. Those who
go forth in the name of the Lord are His
messengers to give to the world the glad
tidings of salvation through Christ in
obeying the law of God.

To Every Man His Work

The multitudes are in darkness, in
error, and the Lord would have the light
of truth shine forth to the world. To
every man is given his work. Here is a
work that man can lay hold of and do.
All who will consecrate themselves to
God to work as canvassers are giving the
last message of warning to the world.
They will be drawn out to speak the
truth, and will have opportunities to
explain the Word of God. In doing this
itinerant work they are flashing rays of
light upon the pathway of those who are
in the darkness of errOr.

Those who are fitting for the minis-
try can engage in no other work which
will give them so large an experience as
will the canvassing work. All who want
an opportunity for true ministry, and
who will give themselves unreservedly
to the Lord, will find in the canvassing
work opportunities to speak upon many
things that pertain to the future immortal
life.

Doctrinal points should not be forced
upon the people by the canvassers; but if
the people lead out by asking questions,
give them "a reason of the hope that is in
you with meekness and fear." 1 Peter
3:15. What fear? Fear lest your words
should savor of self-importance, lest un-
advised words should be spoken. The
words and the manners are to be after
Christ's likeness.

Pray and work. More will be accom-
plished by the Christlike humble prayer
than by many words without prayer.

4 011" Firm Foulldation February 1991



When the call comes, "Whom shall I send, and
who will go for us?" send back the answers
clear and distinct, "Here am I; send me"

Work in simplicity, and the Lord will
work with the canvasser. The Holy
Spirit will impress minds just as He
impresses the minds of those who listen
,0 the words of God's delegated minis-
ters, who preach His word. The same
ministry of holy angels attends the one
who gives himself to canvassing for
books for the educating of the people as
to what is truth.

Men and women can work in lines
effectually if they feel in their hearts
that they are doing the work of the Lord
in ministering to the souls who know
not the truth for this time. They are
sounding the note of warning in the
byways and highways to prepare a
people for the great day ofGod which is
about to break upon the world. We have
no time to lose. We must encourage this
work. Who will go forth now with our
publications? Let them read the sixth
chapter of Isaiah, and take its lesson
home to their hearts.

"Here am I; SendMe"
"Then said I, Woe is me! for I am

undone; because I am a man of unclean
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people
of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen
'he King, the LoRD of hosts. Then new
one of the seraphims unto me, having a
live coal in his hand, which he had taken
with the tongs from off the altar: and he
laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this
hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity
is taken away, and thy sin purged. Also I
heard the voice of the Lord, saying,
Whom shall I send, and who will go for
us? Then said I, Here am I; send me."
Isaiah 6:5-8

This representation will be acted
over and over again if the canvassers arc
pressing close to the side of Christ,
wearing His yoke, and daily learning of
Him how to carry messages of peace and
comfort to the sorrowing, disappointed
oncs, the sad and brokenhearted. By
imbuing them with His own Spirit,
Christ the great Thacher is fitting them to
do a good and important work.

This work has not of late had the
spirit and the life infused into it by the
leading agents that once made it a spe-
cialty. Painstaking effort is required; in-
struction must be given; a sense of the
importance of the work must be kept
before the workers; all must cherish the
;pirit of self-denial and self-sacrifice
that has been exemplified in the life of
our Redeemer.

The Lord Jesus, standing by the side
of the canvassers, walking with them, is
the chief worker. The Holy Guest by
their side makes impressions in just the
lines needed, if the worker recognizes
Christ as the one who is with him to
prepare the way. Thus the worker can
move forward representing the sacred
truth he is handling, in the books he is
finding a home for in families.

Just as the truth presented in the
books becomes woven into his own
experience and developed in his charac-
ter, will be his strength, his courage, his
life. The experience gained will be of
more benefit to him than all the advan-
tages he might otherwise obtain in fit-
ting for the work of the ministry. It is the
accompaniment of the Holy Spirit of
God that prepares the workers, both men
and women, to become pastors unto the
nock of God. As they cherish the
thought that Christ is their companion, a
holy awe, a sacred joy will be felt by
them amid all their trying experiences
and all their tests. They will learn how to
pray as they work. They will be edu-
cated in patience, kindness, affability,
helpfulness, wherever they may be.
They will practice true Christian
courtesy, bearing in mind that Christ
their companion will not approve of any
harsh, unkind words, or feelings. Their
words need to be purified. The power of
speeCh should be regarded as a precious

talent, granted them to do a high, a holy
work. The human agent is to represent
the divine companion with whom he is
associated. To that unseen, holy compan-
ion he is to show respect and reverence,
because he is wearing the yoke of Christ,
and is learning His pure, holy ways and
manners.

Those who have faith and confi-
dence in this divine attendant will
develop. They will be gifted with power
to clothe the message of truth with a
divine, sacred beauty. In all the self-
denial and self-sacrifice required, amid

all the unpleasant things that occur, they
are ever to consider that they are yoked
with Christ, partakers with Him of His
spirit of patience, forbearance, kindness,
self-denial, and self-sacrifice. This spirit
will make them a place and give them
success in the work, because Christ is
their recommendation to the families.
They will not be easily repulsed, for they
know that the household needs the in-
struction these books contain.

Some will lay them on the parlor
table and seldom look into them, until
some sorrow comes. Perhaps sickness
enters their home. Then they will look
for those books, and the stricken ones
will find peace and rest, and fall asleep
in Jesus, resting in His love because He
has forgiven their sins and is precious to
their souls. This has been the testimony
of many. The Lord co-operates with the
self-denying human workers. His own
mind, His own Spirit, is communicated
to them.

Who Will Respond?

God has His workmen in every age.
The call of the hour is answered by the
human agencies. Thus it will be when
the divine voice cries, "Whom shall I
send? and who will go for us?" The
response will come, "Here am I; send
me." The Lord imparts a fitness for the
work to every man and woman who will

co-operate with divine power. A great
work is to be done in our world, and
human agencies will surely respond to
the demand. And all the requisite talent,
courage, perseverance, faith, and tact
will come as they put the armor on. The
world must hear the warning. When the
call comes, "Whom shall I send, and
who will go for us?" send back the
answers clear and distinct, "Here am I;
send me." 0

Review and Herald, vol. 4, 113-115
(November 7, 1899)
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examination of The Publishing Ministry,
a 400-page volume prepared by the Ellen
G. White Estate.

To trace this history once again is not
our purpose at present. Instead, let us
look closely at the beginnings of this
work, noting the objectives of Adventist
publishing as they were understood at
the time. Because the expressions of
Ellen White on this subject are well-
known, we will be looking primarily at
the words of her husband, James White.

It was November 1848, in Dor-
chester, Massachusetts, that Ellen White
received a vision of streams of light
encircling the world as a result of the
publishing work her husband had been
commissioned to begin. Though James
accepted the responsibility thus placed
upon him, lack of funding and the pres-
sure of other duties prevented him from
going forward for some months.

In July 1849, The Preselll Truth
made its debut with Volume 1, Number
1. The eight-page paper was to be "Pub-
lished Semi-Monthly-By James
White." His front-page piece of intro-
duction explains some of his thinking:

"Wherefore I will not be negligent to
put you always in remembrance of these
things, though ye know them, and be
established in the present truth. 2 Peter
1:12 ...
"In Peter 1s time there was present

truth, or truth applicable to that present
time. The Church has ever had a present
truth. The present lruth now is Ihat
which shows present duty, and the right
position for us who are about to wilness
the time of troublc, such as never was.
Present truth must be oft repeated, even
to those who are established in it. This
was needful in the apostle's day, and it
certainly is no less important for us, who
are living just before the close of lime.

"For months I have felt burdened
with the duty of writing, and publishing
the present truth for the scattered flock;
but the way has not been opened for me
to commence the work until now. I
tremble at the word of the Lord, and the
importance of this time. What is done to
spread the truth must be done quickly.
The four angels are holcling the angry
nations in check but a few days, until Ihe
saints are sealed; then the nalions will
rush, like the rushing of many waters.
Then it will be too laIc to spread before
precious souls the present saving, living

DaveFiedler is a writer andlecturer from Hope
International.

D
The Purpose ofPublishing

which they themselves had perhaps
never heard and to generations yet un-
known at the time of their death.

With such power to offer, how impor-
tant it is that the presses of our people be
used only for that which will prove to be
an honor to God! Surely we must consider
well what we would say when such a
range of influence is opened before us.

The Adventist publishing work has
been well documented, and to many the
story is a familiar one. From the time that
James White could carry an entire print
run in his carpet bag, to the establishment
of the Steam Press at Battle Creek, down
the years till the burning of the Review
offices in 1902, their re-establishment in
Washington, D.C., and the branching out
of this work to encircle the globe, the
story is an enlightening one. It contains
not only history, but much instruction, as
may easily be seen by even a easual

OF all the lines of special endeavor
in which Seventh-day Adventists

have engaged, it may well be argued
that the work of publishing has exerted
the greatest influence. While this is in no
way a denigration of the work of minis-
ters, doctors, nurses, teachers, or anyone
else, it does point out the distinct advan-
tage which publishing offers-the abil-
ity to reach other hearts and minds far
removed from the author by both time
and place.

While other lines of ministry offer
greater openings to reach specific in-
dividuals (a patient consulting a Chris-
tian physician, a student in a church
school classroom), the work of publish-
ing enjoys the portability of books, the
small expense of tracts, and the per-
manence of the written word. Through
this medium even those long since dead
may extend their influence to lands of

6 aliT Firm Foundation February 1991



Our object is to revive these sweet testimonies
that were written in the pure, cheering, and
soul-stirring spirit that attended the Advent
movement from its commencement

truths of the Holy Bible. My spirit is
drawn out after the scattered remnant.
May God help them to receive the truth,
'nd be established in it. May they haste to
.ake shelter beneath the 'covering of the
Almighty God,' is my prayer." Emphasis
his

A second introductory piece, found
on page six and addressed to "Dear
Brethren and Sisters," expands his
theme:

"I hope this little sheet will afford
you comfort and strength. Love and duty
have compelled me to send it out to you.
I know you must be rooted, and built up
in the present truth, or you will not be
able to stand 'in the battle in the day of
the Lord.' Ezekiel 13:5

"The time has come when we must be
wholehearted in the truth. Every thing is
to be shaken that can be; therefore those
whose feet are not planted on the rock
will be shaken all to pieces. Those only
will be able to stand in the day of
slaughter who shall be found keeping the
commandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus. It is no small thing to be a Chris-
tian. We must be pure in life and conver-
sation here in [probationary] time if we
would enter the Holy City.

"The keeping of the fourth com-
,andment is all-important present truth;
Jut this alone will not save anyone. We
must keep all ten of the commandments,
and strictly follow all the directions of
the New 'lestament, and have living
active faith in Jesus. Those who would
be found ready to enter the saints' rest at
the appearing of Christ must live wholly,
wholly for Jesus now." Emphasis his

An examination of the eleven issues
of Presem TrUTh published by James
White leaves little room for doubt as to
what he felt present truth to be. More than
sixty percent of the articles he published
focused on the interrelated questions of
the seventh-day Sabbath and the law of
God. Another fifteen percent addressed
the history of the Advent Awakening of
the 1840s, and thirteen percent were from
the pen of Ellen White.

This sharp focus was not a passing
matter. The final number issued under
the name Presem Truth invited "brethren
and sisters who can write" to "send in
their communications." James noted that
they "should be brief, and strictly con-
fined to the present truth," though he
"would not object to long articles, if they
Ie full of truth and interest.'"
Between August and November

1850, James directed his efforts toward

the publishing of a new journal, The
Advent Review. The first issue explained
its purpose: "We now hope to be able to
send out a number of this paper about
once a week; and we wish to publish sLx
or more numbers. Much of the matter
has been published, and read, in time
past, by the brethren; but it will do us all
much good to read it again. As the
papers containing these thrilling tes-
timonies to the truth have been laid
aside, and many of them used up as a
thing out of date and the testimonies
forgotten; and as so much error and
unbelief has since been published

which has thrown darkness and doubt
over the whole Advent movement, many
of the dear brethren and sisters seem to
have almost forgotten the way the Lord
has led them. Our object is to revive
these sweet testimonies that were writ·
ten in the pure, cheering, and soul-stir-
ring spirit that attended the Advent
movement from its commencement,
hoping that many will be led to see the
'old paths' clearly, and once more stand
on the' original faith.' "2

James White's intended "six or more
numbers" of The Advent Review eventu-
ally took the shape of five regular issues,
one "Extra," and one forty-eight page
"SpeciaL" By November 1850, his pub-
lishing work was consolidated into a
new journal, The Second Advent Review
and Sabbath Herald. Designed to com-
bine the distinctive hallmarks of both
Tlte Presem TrUTh and The Advent Re-
view in a single publication, the "Review
andHeraltf' became the lifeline of com-
munication which bound together the
growing group of believers.

Once again the editor felt it best to
provide his readets with an explanation
as to the scope and nature of the new
publication. A section addressed "1b Our
Readers" offers the following insights:

"The Review and Herald is designed
to be strictly confined to those important
truths that belong to the present time. We

hope to be able to send you this enlarged
size of the paper quite often, containing a
simple and clear expOSition of those great
and sanctifying truths embraced in the
message of the third angel, namely, the
'commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus.' lt is truly lamentable to see Sec-
ond Advent papers, that once advocated
the pure, naked, and cutting truth, appli-
cable to the time, now devoted to the
discussion of questions foreign from the
present truth, which cannot possibly
benefit the dear sainls that are perishing
for spiritual food. Among other charges
given to Timothy by the Apostle Paul is

the following-'But foolish and un-
learned questions avoid, knowing that
they do gender strifes.' 2 Timothy 2:23.
This we intend to do."3

It is now 1991, and the work of
publishing founded by James White has
grown far beyond anything he could have
imagined in 1850. Seventh-day Advent-
ist literature has gone out to the world by
the billions of pieces. Hundreds of thou-
sands, perhaps millions of persons have
traced their conversions to the reading of
such material. For this we may be grate-
ful. But gratitude must never become
complacency. We, today, as did James
White in days gone by, need to retain the
focus and power of our publications. The
world and the church of the 1990s is
swely in as much need of "present truth"
as was the world and church of the
mid-1800s.

Could it be that we who live on the
very borders of eternity should be less
concerned with the things of eternity than
were our spiritUal forefathers of long
ago? No doubt there are many ways to
measure such matters. But there are few
ways in which a lack of concern could
affect more people than through the me-
dium of the press. 0

I The Present Truth, vol. 1, no. 11, 88
: The Advelft Review, vol. 1, no. 1, 16
) Review andHerald, vol. 1, no. 1, 7
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APersonal Appeal to Every Believer
T HERE are times when a distinct

view is presented before me of the
condition of the remnant church-a con-
dition of appalling indifference to the
needs of a world perishing for lack of
knowledge of the truth for this time.
Then I have hours, and sometimes days,
of intense anguish. Many to whom have
been committed the saving truths of the
third angel's message fail of realizing
that the salvation of souls is dependent
upon the consecration and activity of
God's church. As grateful recipients of
Heaven's blessings, believers are to dif-
fuse the light of truth to every nation,
kindred, tongue, and people. But many
are using these blessings in the service
of self. Their influence is no better than
the influence of worldlings. Oh, how my
heart aches because Christ is put to
shame by their unchristlike behavior!
But after the agony is past, I feel like
working harder than ever to arouse them
to put forth unselfish effort for the
saving of their fellow men.

God has made His people stewards of
His grace and truth, and how does He

8 Ol/r Firm Foundatioll February 1991

regard their neglect to impart these bless-
ings to their fellow men? Let us suppose
that a distant colony belonging to Great
Britain is in great distress because of
famine and threatened war. Multitudes
are dying of starvation, and a powerful
enemy is gathering on the frontier,
threatening to hasten the work of death.
The government at home opens its stores;
public charity pours forth; relief flows
through many channels. A fleet is
freighted with the precious means of life,
and is sent to the scene of suffering,
accompanied by the prayers of those
whose hearts are stirred to help. And for
a time the fleet sails directly for its
destination. But having lost sight of land,
the ardor of those entrusted with the work
of carrying food to the starving sufferers
abates. Though engaged in a work that
makes them co-laborers with the angels,
they lose the good impressions with
which they started forth. Through evil
counselors temptation enters.

A group of islands lies in their
course, and though far short of their
destination, they decide to call. The

I Ellen G. White I

temptation that has already entered
grows stronger. The selfish spirit of gain
takes possession of their minds. Mercan-
tile advantages present themselves.
Those in charge of the fleet are prevailed
on to remain on the islands. Their origi-
nal purpose of mercy fades from their
sight. They forgct the starving people to
whom they were sent. The stores en-
trusted to them are used for their own
benefit. The means of benevolence is
diverted into channels of selfishncss.
They barter the means of life for selfish
gain, and leave their fellow beings to
die. The cries of the perishing ascend to
heaven, and the Lord writes in His rec-
ord the tale of robbery.

Think of the horror of human beings
dying because those placed in charge of
the means of relief proved unfaithful to
their trust! It is difficult for US to realize
that man could be guilty of so terrible a
sin. Yet I am instructed to say to you, my
brother, my sister, that Christians arc
daily repeating this sin.

In Eden, man fell from his high estate,
and through transgression became subject



Many of those to whom God has committed
the stores of life look upon these souls with
indifference. Many forget that to them has
been entrusted the bread of life for those
starving for salvation

to death. /( was seen in heaven that human
beings were perishing, and the compas-
sion of God was stirred. At infinite cost
'-Ie devised a means of relief. He "so loved
the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting
life." John 3:16. There was no hope for the
transgressor except through Christ. God
saw that "there was no man, and
wondered that there was no intercessor:
therefore His arm brought salvation unto
Him; and His righteousness, it sustained
Him." Isaiah 59:16

The Lord chose a people, and made
them the depositaries of His truth. It was
His purpose that by the revelation of His
character through Israel men should be

1rawn unto Him. Th all the world the
gospel invitation was to be given.
Through the teaching of the sacrificial
service, Christ was to be uplifted before
the nations, and all who would look unto
Him should live.

But Israel did not fulfil God's pur-
pose. They forgot God, and lost sight of
their high privilege as His repre-
sentatives. The blessings they had re-
ceived brought no blessing to the world.
All their advantages were appropriated
for their own glorification. They robbed
God of the service He required of them,
and they robbed their fellow men of
religious guidance and a holy example.

God finally sent His Son to reveal to
men the character of the Unseen. Christ
came and lived on this earth a life of
obedience to God's law. He gave His
precious life to save the world, and made
His servants His stewards in trust. With
the gift of Christ all the treasures of
heaven were given to man. The church
was freighted with the food of heaven
for starving souls. This was the treasure
that the people of God were commis-
'ioned to earry to the world. They were
.aithfully to perform their duty, continu-
ing their work until the message of
mercy had encircled the world.

Christ ascended to heaven, and sent
His Holy Spirit to give power to the
work of His disciples. Thousands were
converted in a day. In a single genera-
tion the Gospel was earried to every
nation under heaven. But little by little a
change came. The church lost her first
love. She became selfish and ease-
loving. The spirit of worldliness was
cherished. The enemy cast his spell upon
those to whom God had given light for a
world in darkness-light which should
have shone forth in good works. The
world was robbed of the blessings that
God desired mcn to receive.

Is not the same thing repeated in this
generation? Many in our day are keep-
ing back that which the Lord has en-

trusted to them for the salvation of a
world unwarned, unSaved. In the Word
of God an angel is represented as flying
in the midst of heaven, "having the
everlasting gospel to preach unto them
that dwell on the earth, and to every
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and
people, saying with a loud voice, Fear
God, and give glory to Him; for the hour
of His judgment is come: and worship
Him that made heaven, and earth, and
the sea, and the fountains of water."
Revelation 14:6-7

The message of Revelation 14 is the
message that we are to bear to the world.
/( is the bread of life for these last days.
Millions of human beings are perishing
in ignorance and iniquity. But many of
those to whom God has committed the
stores of life look upon these souls with
indifference. Many forget that to them
has been entrusted the bread of life for
those starving for salvation.

Oh, for consecrated Christians, for
Christlike consistency, for the faith that
works by love and purifies the soul! May
God help us to repent, and change our
sluggish movements into consecrated
actiVity. May He help us to show by our
words and works that we make the
burden of perishing souls our own.

Let us be thankful every moment for
God's forbearance with our tardy, un-
believing movements. Instead of flatter-
ing ourselves with the thought of what
we have done, after doingjusl a little, we
are to labor still more earnestly. We are
not to cease OUf efforts or relax our
vigilance. Never is our zeal to grow less.
Our spiritual life must be daily revived
by the stream that makes glad the city of
our God. We must be always on the
watch for opportunities to use for God
the talents that He has given us.

I appeal to our church members to
use for God the powers that He has
given them. Wherever there is true con-
version, there is a reformation, a con-
secration to God. Everyone who with
genuine faith believes in Christ enters
into His service. Our faith must now be a
faith that is constantly increasing. God's
people are no longer to sit at their ease,
wailing for an opening, when it is their
duty to make an opening and then go to
work.

Let every believer ask himself,
"What can I do to proclaim the third
angel'S message?" Christ came to this
world to give this message to His servant
to give to the churches. It is to be
proclaimed to every nation and kindred
and tongue and people. How are we to
give it? The distribution of our literature
is one means by which the message is to
be proclaimed. Let every believer scatter
broadcast tracts and leaflets and books
containing the message for this time. We
need colporteurs, who will go forth to
circulate our publications everywhere.

Those who labor for souls need to
remember that they are pledged to co-
operate with Christ, to obey His direc-
tions, to follow His guidance. Every
hour they are to ask for and receive
power from on high. They are to cherish
a constant sense of the Saviour's love, of
His efficiency, His watchfulness, His
tenderness. They are to look to Him as
the Shepherd and Bishop of their souls.
Then they will have the sympathy and
support of the heavenly angels. Christ
will be their joy and crown of rejoicing.
Their hearts will be controlled by the
Holy Spirit, and they will go forth
clothed with holy zeal. Their efforts will
be accompanied with a power propor-
tionate to the importance of the message
they proclaim. 0

Review alld Herald, vol. 4, 573-574
(November 12, 1903)
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AWord of

A s Seventh-day Adventists, are we
greatly concerned today about the

conditions in OUI world? Do we as
Seventh-day Adventists really under-
stand that probation could soon close for
the world and for the church? Do we see
the possibility that the Middle East sit-
uation could usher us into the final
conflict of the great controversy and that
the last movements will be very rapid
ones?

[s this the time when these important
verses are to have their complete fulfill-
ment?
"Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktesh,

for all the merchant people are cut down;
all they that bear silver are cut off.

"And it shall come to pass at that
time, that 1 will search Jerusalem with
candles, and punish the men that are
settled on their lees: that say in their

heart, The LORD will not do good,
neither will he do evil. Therefore their
goods shall become a booty, and their
houses a desolation: they shall also build
houses, but not inhabit them; and they
shall plant vineyards, but not drink the
wine thereof.

"The great day of the LORD is near, it
is near, and hasteth greatly, even the
voice of the day of the LoRD: the mighty
man shall cry there bitterly.
"That day is a day ofwrath, a day of

trouble and distress, a day of wasteness
and desolation, a day of darkness and
gloominess, a day of clouds and thick
darkness.

"A day of the trumpet and alarm
against the fenced cities, and against the
high towers.
"And I will bring distress upon men,

that they shall walk like blind men,
because they have sinned against the
LORD: and their blood shall be poured
out as dust, and their flesh as the dung.

"Neither their silver nor their gold
shall be able to deliver them in the day
of the Lord's wrath; but the whole land
shall be devoured by the fire of His
jealousy: for He shall make even a
speedy riddance of all them that dwell in
the land." Zephaniah 1:11-18

Let us not forget that Zephaniah was
the instrument in God's hand for his day.
These words are the Spirit of Prophecy
for all time. They have definite appliea-
tion to our day. See Review and Herald,
vol. 4, 378-379

We are told, as we move to the very
end of time, that the warning to the

g
church must be more pointed than the
words of John the BaptiSt.

"In this fearful time, just before
Christ is to come the second time, God's
faithful preachers will have to bear a still
more pointed testimony than was borne
by John the Baptist. A responsible, im-
portant work is before them; and those
who speak smooth things, God will not
acknowledge as His shepherds. A fear-
ful woe is upon them," Testimonies, vol.
1,321

God is ealling for Elijahs and John
the Baptists to bring the important mes-
sage to the Laodiceans. Listen to these
prophetic words:

"God calls for men like Elijah,
Nathan, and John the Baptist-men who
will bear His message with faithfulness,
regardless of the consequences; men
who will speak the truth bravely, though
it call for the sacrifice of all they have.

"God cannot use men who, in time of
peril, when the strength, courage, and
influence of all are needed, are afraid to
take a firm stand for the right. He calls
for men who will do faithful batlIe
against wrong, warring against princi-
palities and powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against spir-
itual wickedness in high places. It is to
such as these that He will speak the
words: 'Well done, good and faithful
servant; ... enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord.' " Matthew 25:23, Prophets and
Kings, 142
A warning must now be given

quickly. It may be God's last eall to His
remnant people. Get ready, get ready, is
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The path to heaven is no smoother now than
in the days of our Saviour. All our sins must
be put away. Every darling indulgence that
hinders our religious life must be cut off

God's warning message now. Ellen
White saw this condition just before Ihe
end. Lislen to God's lasl day prophet:
"In vision I saw two armies in

<errible conflict. One army was led by
banners bearing the world's insignia; Ihe
other was led by the bloodstained banner
of Prince Immanuel. Standard after
standard was left to trail in the dust as
company after company from Ihe Lord's
army joined the foe and tribe after Iribe
from the ranks of the enemy united with
the commandment-keeping people of
God. An angel flying in the midsl of
heaven put the Slandard of Immanuel
into many hands, while a mighty general
cried out with a loud voice: 'Come into
line. Let Ihose who are loyal 10 the
commandments of God and the tesli-
mony of Christ now take their position.
Come out from among them, and be ye
separate, and touch not the unclean, and
I will receive you, and will be a Father
unto you, and ye shall be My sons and
daughters. Let all who will come up to
the help of the Lord, to the help of Ihe
Lord against Ihe mighty.' " Testimonies,
vol. 8, 41

For a number of years a wave of
liberalism has rolled over the church.
The standards which God gave us in our
,eginnings are trailing in Ihe dust.
"A religious life once presented dif-

ficulties and demanded self-denial. All
is made very easy now. And why is Ibis?
The professed people of God have com-
promised with the power of darkness.
"There must be a revival of the strait

testimony. The path to heaven is no
smoother now than in the days of our
Saviour. All our sins must be put away.
Every darling indulgence that hinders
our religious life must be cut off." Tes-
timonies, vol. 5, 222
This liberal situation has developed

largely because of our compromise with
the education of Ihe world. It has infil-
trated every institution, and occupied
our pulpits, and 10 an alarming degree
has infiltrated even our pews on Sabbath
morning.
Three hundred years before Christ

the Hebrew leaders, at the invitation of
Alexander the Great, began sending
their bright minds to the universily at
Alexandria. They came home with Hel-
lenistic minds and taught other young
people Hellenism. The Sadducees be-
came the Hellenistic party and finally 10
j great degree controlled Hebrew educa-
tion. In the last analysis it was Hellenism
that killed Christ.

Has Ihe same thing happened to Ad-
ventism? Hellenism and humanism are
based on the same principles; and the
educational system of the world is based
on humanism. God gave us a blueprint;
but we have copied the world.

In the mid 50s, a few eager men,
wanting to remove the stigma of cultism
from Adventism, reached across the
gulf to clasp Ihe hand of the Evangeli-
cals. We were accepted by the Evan-
gelicals after we had convinced Ihem
that we had changed our position on
Iwo main doctrinal points: (1) That the
atonement was completed al the cross,
and (2) That Christ look Ihe unfallen
nature of Adam before Ihe fall.

The compromise on these two points
is clearly shown in the book Questions
on Doctrine, and is the cause of most of
the doctrinal heresies in our church

today.
It was compromise on these issues

that created the New Theology, Ihe
heresy based on the premise that sin
cannot be overcome; thaI it is im-
possible to keep the law; and that justi-
fication is everything and sanctification
is of very lillie importance 10 salvation.
These are only logical conclusions if
you accepl the doctrines that the alone-
ment was finished at Calvary and thaI
Jesus had the unfallen nature of Adam
before the fall.
If Jesus had a nature different from

mine, then He cannot be my example
and my substitute. He could keep Ihe
law perfectly, but I cannot. Then foren-
sic justification becomes the substitu-
tion for justification by faith, and man
can be saved in sin, but not from sin.
See Matthew 1:21

This is the reason that many holding
New Theology views have given up Ihe
Sabbath. If the law cannot be kept, then,
of course, it is impossible to keep the
Sabbath.

The "know not" condition of
Laodicea has brought us into a de-

plorable situation. For years now many
good conservative Seventh-day Advent-
ists have been overwhelmed by the lack
of concern on the part of leadership over
this liberal movement.

But there is a word of warning to the
faithful and loyal al this time: Thke care
not 10 be swept away into a fanatical
movement. The Devil has carried away
many Advenlists inlO liberalism. He will
now bring a wave of fanalicism from Ihe
olher side to wash away those who are
dismayed at the liberal condilion of the
church. He does nol care onto which
wrong side you fall. Fanaticism is just as
dangerous as liberalism. Mrs. White met
it in her day; and she has told us Ihat
before Ihe end, it will present itself again.
That day must be jusl before us now.

"The time has come when everything
is to be shaken that can be shaken, that

those things which cannot be shaken
may remain." Testimonies, vol. 7, 219.
See also Testimonies, vol. 9, 15-16

Also let us remember that a Laodicean
condition is even more dangerous than
liberalism or fanaticism. The Laodicean
is not concerned about anything but his
material things. He is increased in goods
and feels no need. May God help us now
to pray and study, 10 seek God with all
our heart and soul. He who does any-
thing less Ihan Ihis will be lost.

"And ye shall seek Me, and find Me,
when ye shall search for Me wilh all
your heart." Jeremiah 29:13

"God has given to every man his
work. Let us each wail on God, and He
will leach us how to work andwhat work
we are best adapted to perform.... The
workers should be in harmony with the
truth and with their brethren. There
should be counsel and co-operation....
Look nOl to man for guidance, but to the
God of Israel.

"The work which the church has
failed to do in a lime of peace and
prosperity she will have 10 do in a
terrible crisis under most discouraging,
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Let none sit in calm expectation of the evil,
comforting themselves with the belief that this
work must go on because prophecy has
foretold it, and that the Lord will shelter His
people

forbidding circumstances. The warning
that worldly conformity has silenced or
withheld must be given under the
fiercest opposition from enemies of the
faith. And at that time the superficial,
conservative class, whose intluence has
steadily retarded the progress of the
work, will renounce the faith and take
their stand with its avowed enemies,
toward whom their sympathies have
long been tending. These apostates will
then manifest the most bitter enmity,
doing all in their power to oppress and
malign their former brethren and to ex·
cite indignation against them. This day
is just before us....

"As Christ's ambassador I would
arouse you to labor as you never labored
before. Your duty cannot be shifted upon
another. No one but yourself can do your
work.... Eternity stretches before us.
The curtain is about to lifted.... Do you
believe the dedarations of eternal truth
concerning what is about to come upon
the earth, do you believe that God's
judgments arc hanging over the people,
and can you still sit at case, indolent,
careless, pleasure lOVing?

"It is no time now for God's people to
be fixing their affections or laying up
their treasure in the world. The time is not
far distant, when, like the early disciples,
we sball be forced to seck a refuge in
desolate and solitary places. As the siege
of Jerusalem by the Roman armies was
the signal for flight to the Judean Chris-
tians, so the assumption of power on the
part of our nation in the decree enforcing
the papal sabbath will be a warning to us.
It will then be time to leave the large
cities, preparatory to leaving the smaller
ones for retired homes in secluded places
among the mountains. And now, instead
of seeking expensive dwellings here, we
should be preparing to move to a better
country. . .. God has a work for His
colaborers to do in the cities." Testimo-
lIies, vol. 5, 463-465

"The time is coming when we cannot
sell at any price. The decree will soon go
forth prohibiting men to buy or sell of
any man save him that hath the mark of
the beast." Testimonies, vol. 5, 152

"In the last great conflict of the
controversy with Satan those who are
loyal to God will see every eartWy sup-
port cut off. Because they refuse to
break His law in obedience to eartWy
powers, they will be forbidden to buy or
sell." The Desire ofAges, 121-122

"Foreign nations will follow the ex-
ample of the United States. Though she
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leads oUl, yet the same crisis will come
upon our people in all parts of theworld....
As trials thicken around us, both separa-
tion and unity will be seen in our ranks.
Some who are now ready to take up
weapons of warfare will in times of real
peril make it manifest that they have not
built upon the solid rock; they will yield
to temptation. Those who have had great
light and precious privileges, but have
not improved them, will, under one pre-
text or another, go out from us. Not
having received the love of the truth,
they will be taken in the delusions of the
enemy; they will give heed to seducing
spirits and doctrines of devils, and will
depart from the faith. But, on the other
hand, when the storm of persecution
really breaks upon us, the true sheep will
hear the true Shepherd's voice. Self-
denying efforts will be put forth to save
the lost, and many who have strayed
from the fold will come back to follow
the great Shepherd. The people of God
will draw together and present to the

enemy a united front." Testimonies, vol.
6,395,400-401

"The great General is not only lead-
ing a few soldiers; but the Captain of the
Lord's host is leading the armies of both
heaven and earth to battle; they are
marching on to a glorious victory. Every
soldier is to put on the whole armor of
God, and fight courageously, realizing
that he is battling in full view of the
invisible universe. If the Lord's army will
obey orders, they will find themselves
influenced by the Holy Spirit to work the
works of God.... The work of God is
retarded by criminal unbelief in His
power to use the common people to carry
forward His work successfully ...
Christ Himself is the renewing power,
working in and through every soldier by
the agency of the Holy Spirit. Every
individual is to become an instrument in
His hands to work for the salvation of
souls. Not one who desires to labor for
the Master is to be refused a place, if he is

a true follower of Christ. Everyone has
his responsibilities to bear in the cause of
Christ. The efficiency of the Spirit ofGod
will make effective the labors of all who
are willing to submit to His guidance....

"The minister and the church mem-
bers are to unite as one person in laboring
for the upbuilding and prosperity of the
church. Everyone who is a true soldier in
the army of the Lord will be an earnest,
sincere, efficient worker, laboring to act-
vance the interests of Christ's kingdom.
.. All through our ranks, individual talent
has been sadly neglected.... Many have
willing hands and hearts, but they are
discouraged from putting their energies
into the work. They arc criticized if they
try to do anything, and finally allow their
talents to lie dormant for fear of criticism,
when if they were encouraged to use
them, the work would be advanced, and
workers would be added to the force of
missionaries." Review andHerald, vol. 3,
272-273, 270. See Testimonies, vol. 9,
259; Testimonies, vol. 7, 26

"We as a people have not accom-
plished the work which God has com-
mitted to us. We are not ready for the
issue to which the enforcement of the
Sunday law will bring us. It is our duty,
as we see the signs of approaching peril,
to arouse to action. Let none sit in calm
expectation of the evil, comforting
themselves with the belief that this work
must go on because prophecy has fore-
told it, and that the Lord will shelter His
people. We are not doing the will of God
if we sit in quietude, doing nothing to
preserve liberty of conscience. Fervent,
effectual prayer should be ascending to
heaven that this calamity may be
deferred until we can accomplish the
work which has so long been neglected.
Let there be most earnest prayer, and
then let us work in harmony with our
prayers .... It may be that a respite may
yet be granted for God's people to
awake and let their light shine." Testimo-
nies, vol. 5, 713-714



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

"The work of the people of God is to
prepare for the events of the future,
which will soon come upon them with
blinding force." Selected Messages,
book 2,142
"A power from beneath is working

to bring about the last great scenes in the
drama-Satan coming as Christ, and
working with all deceivableness of un-
righteousness in those who are binding
themselves together in secret societies.
Those who are yielding to the passion
for confederation are working out the
plans of the enemy. The cause will be
followcd by the effect.
"TIansgression has almost reached

its linti!. Confusion fills the world, and a
great terror is soon to come upon human
beings. The end is very near. We who
know the truth should be preparing for
what is soon to break upon the world as
an overwhelming surprise." Testimonies,
vol. 8, 28

"May God help His people to arouse
and walk and work as men and women
on the borders of the eternal world. Soon
an awful surprise is coming upon the
inhabitants of the world. Suddenly, with
power and great glory, Christ will come.
Then there will be no time to prepare to
meet Him. Now is the time for us to give
the warning message." Testimonies, vol.
8,37

"But erelong there will be such strife
and confusion in the cities, that those
who wish to leave them will not be able.
We must be preparing for these issues.
This is the light that is given me."
Selected Messages, book 2, 142

"I see the necessity of making haste
to gel all things ready for the crisis."
Ibid., book 2, 359

"A crisis is soon to come in regard to
the observance of Sunday .... If in the
providence of God we can secure places
away from the cities, the Lord would
have us do this. There arc troublous
limes before us." Ibid., book 2, 359
Are we ready, is the question that

each Seventh-day Adventist needs now
to answer. May God help us now to heed
His final word of warning. 0

I've been really impressed with your
straightforward approach. I enjoy read-
ing your material. It's like a breath of
fresh air.
-RW,Oregon

How much we enjoyed the many
articles in Our Firm Foundation over
this pasl year! That paper has been such
a help and a blessing to help us through
some rather "rough" spots with the
changes in our church that have been
very painful to us. About the time we
were wondering if we were just being
too strange or different from the rest of
our church, your magazine would come
packed full of help and encouragement
for that time. We soon found we were
not the only ones hurting and upset over
the changes taking place in our
churches.

Our courage is strong as we face
starting a new year, but I must admit we
feel helpless and weak to be able to stop
or change what is happening among our
people. We just pray the Lord will help
us to get rid of self completely so we can
really help others.
-LM,ldaho

Our Firm FowuJation is as a nail in a
sure place whose time to speak out has
come.

This avid reader of your paper no-
tices that major issues in the past have
been skirted with care and discretion. A
tender regard for olhers comes through
in the thoughtful cautions and warnings
presented.
This December issue comes to terms

with the enemy by naming the decep-
tions that have crept inlO ow beloved
church. Like wise shepherds your COn-
tributors have fearlessly exposed error.
Praise the Lord! Hopefully some unwary
sheep may yet be rescued.
-FB, Tennessee

My heart was lifted up when I read
onc of the articles in Our Firm Founda-
tion magazine, written by Ralph Larson,
about "two books." The first book is

Questions on Doctrine and the second is
Seventh-day Adventists Believe, from
Vol. 3, No.9 of September 198B.

I came to realize that the view I had
on the nature of Christ which of course I
read from the book Questions on Doc-
trine was that Christ took the nature of
Adam before the fall. But now after
reading this article, it came to my
knowledge thaI the Bible itself is clear:
that Christ took the human nature of the
fallen Adam, so that He can be our
Redeemer. As from today, I believe that!
Thank you so much for those uplifting
spiritual lessons which we receive
through your magazines.

However, I would like to present my
request to you. Could you please send
me used magazines so that I may now
get the real food from the real source?
Please do that!! I am really hungry for
these truths.

I am a theology student. But my
nationality is Thnzanian. I decided to
work for God after my conversion in
1977 to the Adventist Church.
-AH, Zimbabwe

I have been aware of your publica-
tion for some time and upon receiving
the last few free copies, I'm persuaded
you are bringing to our people truths for
these times.

I will be a subscriber as long as I see
truth and Christian concern for God's
remnant church. I share thaI concern and
am in "His service" to build His cause in
a positive way.

May we ever give all our energies to
build, support financially and prayer-
fully the S.DA Church for it is God's
remnant. And we can and shall remain
loyal unto eternal life. May we appre-
ciate the plan of salvation by showing
gratitude by a living faith.
-JE, Washington

Each month as I receive another Our
Firm Foundation magazine, I'm more
blessed and feel like Jesus' coming is
even nearer.
-CS, Idaho
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THE great and wonderful work of the
last gospel message is to be carried

on now as it has never been before. The
world is to receive the light of truth
through an evangelizing ministry of the
Word in our books and periodicals. Our
publications arc to show that the end of
all things is at hand. I am bidden to say
to our publishing houses, Lift up the
standard; lift it up higher. Proclaim the
third angel's message, that it may be
heard by all the world. Let it be seen that
"here arc they that keep the command-
ments of God, and the faith of Jesus."
Revelation 14:12. Let our literature give
the message as a witness to all the
world.

Our workers should now be en-
couraged to give their first attention to
books that deal with the evidences of our
faith, which teach the doctrines of the
Bible, and will prepare a people to stand
in the trying times before us. Having
brought a people to the enlightenment of
the truth by prayerful labor in Bible
instruction, and through a wise use of
our publications, we arc to teach them to
become laborers in word and doctrine.
We arc to encourage them to scatter the
books that deal with Bible subjects, and
whose teachings will prepare a people to
sland, having their loins girded with
truth, and their lamps burning.
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We have been asleep, as it were,
regarding the work that may be accom-
plished by the circulation of well-
prepared literature. Let us now, by the
wise usc of periodicals and books,
preach the Word with determined
energy, that the world may understand
the message that Christ gave to John on
the Isle of Patmos. Let every human
intelligence who professes the name of
Christ testify, The end of all things is at
hand; prepare to meet thy God.

Our publications should go every-
where. Let them be issued in many
languages. TI,e third angel's message is
to be given through this medium and
through the living teacher. You who
believe the truth for this time, wake up.
It is our duty now to bring in all the
means possible to help those who under-
stand the truth to proclaim it. Part of the
money that comes in from the sale of our
publications should be used to increase
our facilities for the production of more
literature that will open blind eyes and
break up the fallow ground of the heart.

There is danger of our brethren en-
tering into commercialism, and becom-
ing so engrossed in worldly business that
the truths of the Word of God in their
purity and power arc not brought into the
life. The love of trade and gain is becom-
ing more and more prevalent. My

Ellen G. White

brethren, let your souls be truly con-
verted. If ever there was a time when we
needed to understand our responsibili-
tics, it is now, when truth is fallen in the
streets, and equity cannot enter. Satan
has come down with great power to
work with all deeeivableness of unright-
eousness in them that perish; and every-
thing that can be shaken will be shaken,
and those things that cannot be shaken
will remain. The Lord is coming very
soon, and we are entering into scenes of
calamity. Satanic agencies, though un-
seen, arc working to destroy human life.
But if our life is hid with Christ in God,
we shall see of His grace and salvation.
Christ is coming to establish His king-
dom on the earth. Let our tongues be
sanctified, and used to glorify Him. Let
us work now as we have never worked
before. We are exhorted to "be instant in
season, out of season." We are to make
openings for the presentation of the
truth. We are to improve every opportu-
nity of drawing souls to Christ.

As a people we arc to be re-
converted, our lives sanctified to de-
clare the truth as it is in Jesus. In Ihe
work of scattering our publications, we
can speak of a Saviour's love from a
warm and throbbing heart. God alone
has the power to forgive sins; if we do
not speak this message to the uncon-



verted, our neglect may prove their
ruin. Blessed, soul-saving, Bible truths
are published in our papers. There are
many who can help in the work of
seUing our periodicals. The Lord calls
upon all of us to seek to save perishing
souls. Satan is at work 10 deceive the
very clcct, and now is our time to work
with vigilance. Our books and papers
are to be brought before the notice of
the people; the gospel of present truth is
to be given to our cities without delay.
Shall we not arouse to our duties?
If we are making the life and teach-

ings of Christ our study, every passing
event will furnish a text for an impres-
sive discourse. It was thus the Saviour
preached the gospel in the highways
and byways; and as He spoke, the little
group that listened to Him swelled to a
great company. Present-day evangelists
are to be workers together with Christ.
These, just as verily as the first dis-
ciples, have the assurance: "All power
is given unto Me in heaven and in earth.
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, 10, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world." Matthew
28:18-20

The work to be carried on by the
people of God is declared in the words
of inspiration: "Behold, I send my mes-
senger before thy face, which shall
prepare thy way before thee. The voice
of one crying in the wilderness, Pre-
pare ye the way of thc Lord, make His
paths straight." Mark 1:2-3. "Behold
My servant, whom I uphold; Mine
elect, in whom My soul delighteth; I
have put My Spirit upon Him: He shall
bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.
He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause
His voice to be heard in the street. A
bruised reed shall He not break, and
the smoking flax shall He not quench:
He shall bring forth judgment unto
truth. He shall not fail nor be dis-
couraged, till He have set judgment in
the earth: and the isles shall wait for
His law." Isaiah 42:1-4

God invites all men to the fullest
investigation of the claims of His law.
His Word is sacred and infinite. The
cause of truth is to go forth as a lamp that
burneth. Earnest study of the Word of
God wUl reveal the truth. Sin and wrong
wUl not be sustained, but the law of God
will be vindicated. "Thus saith God the
LORD, He that created the heavens, and
stretched them out; He that spread forth
the earth, and that which cometh out of
it; He that giveth breath to the people
upon it, and spirit to them that walk
therein: I the Lord have called Thee in
righteousness, and will hold Thine hand,
and will keep Thee, and give Thee for a
covenant of the people, for a light of the
Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring
out the prisoners from the prison, and
them that sit in darkness out of the
prison house." Isaiah 42:5-7. Christians
are to seek their light from the Word of
God, and then in faith go forth to give
that light to those who sit in darkness. 0

Review and Herald, vol. 5, 437-438
(July 30, 1908)

,:

"

Q1Ipon tcinr QlIpon tcinr 1!:inrt!!pon i!:int
If there is one work more important than another, it is that of getting our puhlications before the puhlic, thus leading them to
search the Scriptures. Missionary work-introducing our publications into families, conversing, and praying with and for
them-is a good work and one which will educate men and women to do pastoral labor. Testimonies, vol. 4, 390

In this charitable book matter, all must act upon the great plan of liberality, such as is carried out in the puhlication and sale of
the American Bibles and tracts. In many respects the course of these mammoth societies is worthy of imitation. Liherality is
seen in wills and donations, and it is carried out in sales and donations of Bibles and tracts. Seventh-day Adventists should be
as far ahead of these in the book matter as in other things. May God help us. Our tracts should be oITered by the hundred at
what they cost, leaving a little margin to pay for packing, or wrapping for the mail, and directing. And ministers and people
should engage in the circulation of books, pamphlet., and tracts, as never before. Sell where people are ahle and willing to
purchase, and where they are not, give them the books. Tesrimonies, vol. 1,689-690

Many of our sisters ... may hecome workers for God by distrihuting to their neighbors tracts and papers that correctly
represent our faith, and by sending these silent messengers through the mails to those who are willing to read and investigate.
Review and Herald, vol. 6, 465

From the sacredness which was attached to the earthly sanctuary, Christians may learn how they should regard the place where
the Lord meets with His people. Testimonies, vol. 5,491

None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great conflict. Great
COfllroversy,593-594

While error even when held in sincerity, is dangerous to anyone, insincerity in the truth is fatal. Evangelism, 632

The inhabitants of the ungodly cities so soon to be visited by calamitieshave been cruelly neglected. The time is near when large
cities will be swept away, and all should he warned of these coming judgments. But who is giving to the accomplishment of
this work the wholehearted service that God requires? Evangelism, 29
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Heresies Will Come In

Ralph Larso11, a retired past01; last served as
chairman Dfthe Church andMillistry Depart-
ment of the Seventh-day Adventist 17leologica/
Seminary, For East.

church studied and prayed togcthcr over
a period of years until they had arrived at
an understanding of the great truths of
Scripture which made a harmonious sys-
tem of theology, free from inconsisten-
cies and self-contradiction. This was no
small achievement. Nothing quite like it
had been seen in the history of Chris-
tianity. Whether we look all the way back
to Augustine, who insisted in his doctrine
of predestination that while the sovereign
will of God is irresistible by the will of
man, yet the will of man is totally free; or
whether we walk into a modern Baptist
bookstorc, pick up a Baptist church
manual, and read in it that while the Ten
Commandments are eternal and un-
changeable, yet Sunday is the Christian
Sabbath, we are looking at the same
problem-inconsistency and sclf-contra-
diction in a theological system.

This was not true of the work of our
pioneers. They had two great advantages.
They were not following the thinking of
one person-an Augustine, aCalvin, or a
Luther, and thus they avoided the pitfall
of erring where the great leader erred.
Their studying was done by open discus-
sion and dialoguc, with a hcahhy inter-
change of views, challenges and counter-
challcnges, and accompanied by much
prayer and personal study.

Second, they had among thcm a
humble Christian maiden, whom God
had chosen to use as a channel of com-
munication with them. She was not used
to sparc thcm work and study; but when
they had labored with diligence to
achieve a full and clear understanding of
a point of truth by comparing Scripture
with Scripture, it was wonderful1y en-
couraging to hear her testimony that the
Holy Spirit had confirmed their work.

Thus our doctrines, established by
careful and conscientious study, con-
firmed by the Holy Spirit, and solidly
bascd upon the Scriptures, were shaped
into what our pioneers fondly called a
"platform of truth," upon which they
could stand with full confidence and in
full security. Regarding this platform,
God's messenger wrote:

"God is leading oul a people to stand
in perfect unity upon the platform of
eternal truth." Testimonies, vol. 4, 17

"As apeople, we are to stand firm on
the platform of cternal truth that has

1£jBrtSN....HII.. 17'10.

may disagree about matters of procedure,
organization, and practice without sepa-
rating one from another. They settle the
matter by majority vote and move on. But
matters of conscience cannot be settled by
majority vote, and heresies involve mal-
ters of conscience because they are depar-
tures from truth, and a perception of truth
is the basis of conscientious conviction.

Beginning with a conscientious con-
viction that the Word of God must be
followed and obeyed, the pioneers of our

I-,

GOD will arouse His people; if other
means fail, heresies will come in

among them, which will sift them, sepa-
rating the chaff from the wheat." Tes-
timonies, vol. 5, 707

Heresies do separate. In this respect
they are different from some of the other
problems of the church. Church members

In this article Ralph Larson continues a
series which he began last month on the
currelll Adventist apostasy.
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If Jesus Christ did not come in fallen human
nature, it would be impossible for Him to be
tempted as we are tempted, and it would be
unreasonable and unfair to expect us to live as
He lived

withstood test and trial. We are to hold to
the sure pillars of our faith. The prin-
ciples of truth that God has revealed to
1$ are our only true foundation. They
have made us what we are. The lapse of
time has not lessened their value."
Selected Messages, book 1, 201

"No linc of truth that has made the
Scvcnth-day Advcntist peoplc what they
are is to be weakened. We have the old
landmarks of truth, experience, and
duty, and we are to stand firmly in
defense of our principles, in full view of
the world." Testimonies, vol. 6, 17

The development of this firm plat-
form of truth was, of course, not pleas-
ing to the cncmy of our souls, and he had
to take countermeasures. There have
been casualties. Wc lost Canright, Con-
radi, Kellogg, and othcrs. Wc lost the
grcat Battlc Creek Sanitarium. But the
platform of truth stood firm, immovable,
a place of security to which people
turned in ever· increasing numbers, re-
gardless of the occasional defection of
individuals or institutions.
The enemy of souls apparently

learned through experimentation and
failure that open, frontal assaults upon
the platform of truth were not effective.
More subtle approaches were necded. If
planks from thc platform of truth were to
be removed, this would have to be done
by an approach that would be so carefully
disguised as to be at first unrecognizable.
This would require a long-range strategy,
the introduction of an error that would, in
fact, have enormous potential for the
destruction of the platform of truth.

Satan was well aware that Chris-
tianity begins and ends in Jesus Christ,
Son of man and Son of God. He had
attacked the truth that Jesus is the Son of
God with great success among other
churches, but with no success at all in
the Seventh-Day Adventist Church. Our
people had stood unmoved by the "mod-
ernism" that devastated other churches
around them, and had ctung firmly to the
belief that Jcsus was not simply an ideal
man or a great teacher, but was truly
what He claimcd to be, the Son of the
living God.

So what was left for the devil to
work on? The doctrine that Jesus is as
truly the Son of man as He is the Son of
God. What if this confidence that Jesus
is truly the Son of man should be lost?

Satan could not fail to recognize the
immense significance of our doctrine of
the humanity of Jesus. As was men-
tioned in the previous article, the leaders

of our church placed great emphasis in
their published statements on the neces-
sity of our Lord's coming to this earth in
the human nature of fallen man. Only
thus, as they saw it, could He be truly the
Son of man, our Brother, our Example,
and a sympathetic and understanding
High Priest who was "in all points
tempted like as we are." In the one
hundred years 1852-1952 more than
twelve hundred statements that Jesus
had come in fallen human nature had
been published in our books and maga-
zines. Four hundred of them were from
the inspired pen of Ellen White.

If this confidence should be lost, a
chain-reaction would inevitably follow.
If Jesus Christ did not come in fallen
human nalure, it would be impossible for
Him to be tempted as we are temptcd, and
it would be unreasonable and unfair to
expect us to live as He lived. The "putting
away of sin" which is the heart of the
sanctuary service would be impossible,
and the entirc doctrine of the sanctuary
would become meaningless. The Spirit of
Prophecy which had testificd repeatedly
that our doctrine of the sanctuary is
meaningful and true would have to be
discarded. And if it is impossible for men
to keep God's holy law, why bother
about the Sabbath?

The logic of this could not have been
lost on Satan. His is, we must remember,
the greatest created intellect in the uni-

verse, second only to the minds of Christ
and God. See Patriarchs and Prophets,
36. If he could destroy our confidence in
the basic truth that our Lord had come in
the human nature of fallen man, he need
not concern himself about our platform
principles of righteousness by faith, the
sanctuary, and the Sabbath. They would,
in rapid succession, collapse by them-
selves. Satan had used this method with
other churches, and he knew well how
effective it can be.

So Satan made this plan and waited
for the best time in which to subtly

undermine our doctrine of the humanity
of Jesus. His opportunity came in the
19505, when the Calvinistic theologian
Walter Martin succeeded in winning
from some of our leaders a concession
regarding the humanity of Jesus. Ap-
parently bedazzled by the alluring pro-
spect of being accepted by thc Calvinis-
tic churches and no longer called a cult,
our brethren gave to Martin a statement
that we had always believed like the
Calvinists, that our Lord had come to
this earth in the human nature of the
unfallen Adam. They then proceeded to
publish this same statement to the world
in the book Questions on Doctrine. As
we have seen, this statement was alto-
gether incorrect, and could bc supported
by no historical evidence whatever.

But the truth was surrendered for the
sake of popularity, undoubtedly the
devil exulted, and the planks in our
platform of truth began to crumble. The
chain-reaction effect did not take long to
develop. The heresies, as had been pre-
dicted, began their steady march into our
church.

The first principle of the platform to
collapse was a part of our doctrine of
man. The Calvinists argued that all ba-
bies are guilty for the sin of Adam as
soon as they are born. This is called the
doctrine of original sin, defined as in-
herited guilt. It was the need to keep this
inherited guilt from descending on Jesus

that had given rise to the Calvinistic
doctrine that Jesus came in the nature of
the unfallcn Adam, rather than in the
nature of Mary, His mother.

Had our brethren adhered to our
historic teaching that babies inherit
weakness from Adam, but not guilt, they
would have felt no need of accepting the
Calvinistic doctrine regarding the
humanity of Jesus. But one concession
led to another, and the chain-reaction
was set in motion.

These two first heresies were em-
braced by the writers of Questions an
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With five major planks gone, how long can the
structure stand, and which doctrine will be the
next to be torn out and replaced by a false
doctrine of Calvinism?

Doctrine, as evidenced by the book itself
(page 650) and such material as this:

"If He had been born with a carnal
nature, with all its propensities to evil, as
is the case with every natural son and
daughter of Adam, then He Himself
would have needed a Saviour, and under
no circumstances could He have been our
Redeemer.... In Him was no sin, either
inherited or cultivated, as is common to
all the natural descendants of Adam."
Editorial, Ministry, September 1956

We observe that Adventist writers
have not applied the word carnal to
Jesus, and this editor's problem is
simply that he had accepted the Calvin-
istic doctrine of original sin defined as
inherited guilt. For more details, see The
Word Was Made Flesh, page 227

Thus, two major planks in the plat-
form of truth collapsed. The next heresy
to be introduced involved the doctrine of
righteousness by faith. This was not
done by the authors of Questions on
Doctrine, and it is possible that it was
not even foreseen by them. They actu-
ally published eight statements in the
book that were in harmony with our
historic doctrine of righteousness by
faith, that victorious Christian living is
possible through the power of God.

While they may not have sensed the
tension between this doctrine and the
doctrine that Christ came to earth in the
human nature of unfallen Adam, those
who came later did recognize the contra-
diction, and rejected the valid doctrine
of victory in order to cling to the invalid
doctrine of Christ.

A certain dismal logic is present in
their thinking. It has been said that the
telling of one untruth requires the tel-
ling of other untruths. If Christ came to
earth in the human nature of unfallen
Adam, then He was exempt from the
laws of heredity, had no inherited weak-
nesses such as we have, and could not
possibly have been tempted as we are
tempted. If He were not tempted as we
are, His life of victory would be mean-
ingless to us. It would not be an ex-
ample that we could hope to follow, and
we could never hope to live as He lived,
or to overcome as He overcame. So the
third hercsy that followed the first two
into our church was a perversion of our
historic doctrine of righteousness by
faith (right doing by means of power
received from God) into Satanic doc-
trine of unrighteousness by presump-
tion (wrong doing with the expectation
of getting by with it). Three planks in
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our platform of truth were thus de-
stroyed.
The fourth heresy that followed the

first three into our church was a denial of
our sanctuary doctrine. The entire con-
cept of the sanctuary truth revolves
around the principle of the "putting
away of sin," both in the records of the
sanctuary above and in the lives of
God's people here on earth. If it is
impossible for Christians to live without
sinning, as the Calvinists teach, and if
God understands and accepts this, then
the entire concept of the sanctuary is
mistaken and meaningless. And if the
atonement was fully completed on the
cross, as the Calvinists teach, how can
Christ be making atonement in the
heavenly sanctuary now?

As was reported in our first article
regarding the great Adventist apostasy, a
survey conducted in the largest North
American Conference revealed that a
substantial percentage of the ministers in
that Conference are now rejecting our
sanctuary doctrine. Thus, the chain-
reaction continues, the fourth heresy is
introduced, and another major plank in
our platform of truth crumbles and col-
lapses.
And this confronts us with a

dilemma. What shall we do with the
Spirit of Prophecy? All of the doctrines
that are now being denied by the Calvin-
ists among us are very strongly affirmed
in the writings of God's messenger, and
are described as the truths that have
made us what we are. Can we deny these
truths and still hold to the Spirit of
Prophecy? Obviously not. Therefore, the
fifth heresy that follows in the chain-
reaction is rejection of the Spirit of
Prophecy.

But we were forewarned. Ellen
White had written well in advance that
"the very last deception of Satan will be
to make of none effect the testimony of
the Spirit of God." Selected Messages,
book 1, 48

She did not say that the testimonies
(her writings) would be openly rejected,
and in most cases this has not been done.
The rejection has rather been accom-
plished by the giving of lip service to the
Spirit of Prophecy while in practice deny-
ing it. An illustration of this problem is
presented in the list ofone hundred twenty
names on pages v. and vi. of the new
doctrinal book Seventh-Day Adventists
Believe. On both the doctrine of the nature
ofChrist and the doctrine of righteousness
by faith this book adheres faithfully to our
historic beliefs. The 120 names are of
personswho are said to have approved the
book, yet not a few of those same persons
are at times heard preaching against these
two doctrines. Thus the testimonies are
not openly denied, but they are made of

none effect in the people's lives, and the
fifth major plank in our platform of truth
crumbles and collapses.

Regarding these two doctrines, how-
ever, there is some room for improve-
ment in the book. There appears to be an
inadvertent error on page 114, where it
is stated that Christ's robe of righteous-
ness is given "to cover the filthy rags of
human attempts to achieve righteous-
ness." This statement is out of harmony
with the symbolism presented in the
Scriptures and the Spirit of Prophecy. In
both it is strongly emphasized that our
filthy rags must be removed and are in
no case covered by the robe of right-
eousness. Vet the symbolism is pre-
sented correctly in other places in the
book (as on page 122), and so we con-
clude that this error was inadvertent.

With five major planks gone, how
long can the structure stand, and which
doctrine will be the next to be torn out
and replaced by a false doctrine of Cal-
vinism?

It might be the Sabbath doctrine.
Consider carefully the following predic-
tion made by Ellen White and recorded
in Seventh-day Advemist Bible Com-
memary, vol. 7,985:



There is a desperately urgent need for an
administrative recognition of the problem
before it becomes completely unmanageable

"After the truth has been proclaimed
as a witness to all nations, ... there will
be a removing of the landmarks, and an
'ttempt to tear down the pillars of our
faith. A more decided effort will be
made to exalt the false sabbath."
The first two in this series of three

predictions are beyond question describ-
ing conditions that will prevail within
the church. Are we safe in supposing
that the third will be entirely outside the
church? Or will Our precious Sabbath
doctrine be the next plank in our plat-
form of truth that will crumble and
collapse?
Five doctrines are gone, as far as

many of our leaders and many of our
church membcrs are conccrned. Five
planks in the platform of truth have
collapsed and have been replaced by the
false doctrine of Calvinism in their
minds. This has, of course, created divi-
sion, because not all of our members
have been willing to accept these
changes and take part in this apostasy.
And who is being charged with the
responsibility of having created the divi-
sion? Those who are clinging to our pure
historic faith. Again wc ask, Can confu-
sion be grcater, or can judgment be more
unfair and unjust than this? Remember,
t is the hcresies that separate, not the
truth.

But the division is by no means
confined to a few members. Adventism
and Calvinism are on a full collision
course, as evidcnced by materials that
can be examined by anyone who cares
cnough to look. The archives of our
librarics contain supcrabundant cvi-
dencc rcgarding the naturc of our his-
toric bcliefs, as wcll as of thc manipula-
tion of evidence that was used in prc-
paration of the statement on page 650 of
Questions Oil Doctrine.

A stcadily incrcasing number of
peoplc arc bcing movcd by this evidence
to determine that they will not deviate
from the principles of our historic faith.
Another large group is defiantly clinging
to the changes introduccd by the book
Questions on Doctrine, regardless of its
fraudulent character. Some are even
going to the extent of proposing that
Christ had two human natures, one fal-
len and one unfallen, as a means of
clinging to the errors in QOD. This
two-human natwe concept in no way
solves the problem because if to possess
d fallen human nature would bring
Christ under the condemnation of God,
it would be true whether the percentage

of fallen human nature was 100 percent,
50 percent, or 10 percent.

On the other hand, the new doctrinal
book Seventh-dayAdvelllislsBelieve, re-
aligns itself with our historic beliefs
regarding the nature of Christ and reaf-
firms our historic position on righteous-
ness by faith not less than one hundred
forty times. This is also true of the two
Sabbath School quarterlies that were
used during the last half of the year
1990, when the books of Galatians and
Romans were the subjects of study.
This increasing polarization can only

result in confrontation and collision un-
less something can influence our admin-
istrators to issue a call and provide an
occasion for an assessment of our condi-

tion. There is a desperately urgent need
for an administrative recognition of the
problem before it becomes completely
unmanageable.

But while the two schools of thought
seem to be moving inexorably toward a
confrontation (or a separation), and most
of our administrators seem to be looking
on either indifferently or benignly, the
poor pastors are forced to deal directly
with the problem on a weckly, if not a
daily basis. The two schools of thought
have representatives in the congregations
to whom they must minister each Sabbath
morning. A tragically high percentage of
the pastors are relating to the problem by
preaching bland, innocuous sermons, pa-
blum some say, lhat offend no one and
satisfy no one. This gives rise to the sad
complaint, heard so often, "We could hear
asermon like that, or better, in any church
in town on Sunday morning. What has
happened to our distinctive message?"

No less difficulty is created for
pastors and church members when Cal-
vinistic doctrines are printed in our
church publications. These give abun-
dant evidence that the freedom from
inconsistency and self-contradiction that
we enjoyed while we stood together on
our platform of truth has now been lost.

An outstanding example of this problem
may be seen in the Review of January 25,
1990, in which a writer sets forth an
application of the Calvinistic doctrine of
original sin in these words:

"If a baby dies a few hours or days
after birth, it is still subject to the second
death-the condemnation death-even
though it has never broken any com-
mandment." page 13.

The true Calvinist offsets the offense
of this hideous doctrine by the practice
of infant baptism and/or the doctrine of
predestination. But what is the Calvinis-
tic Seventh-day Adventist to do? Two of
the important planks in our platform of
truth are the frcedom of man's will and
power of choice, the opposite of pre-

destination; and the baptism of those
who are old enough to believe, repent,
and obey. This leaves no place for infant
baptism. The writer in the Review offers
no solution at all but leaves us to
struggle with the self-contradiction,
which can only be resolved by removing
two more planks from our platform of
truth and replacing them with two morc
of the falsc doctrines of Calvinism-
infant baptism and predestination. Will
this be the next effect of the chain-reac-
tion in which heresy follows heresy in a
steady march into the church?

So this is where we are in the great
Adventist apostasy as this article goes to
press. To summarize: In the thinking of
many Scventh-day Adventist leadcrs
and church members today, five of the
most important planks in our platform of
truth have been destroyed. They are:

1. The doctrine that we receive
weakness from Adam, but not guilt. 2.
The doctrine that our Lord came to earth
in the human nature of fallen man. 3.
The doctrine of righteousness by faith
(right doing by means of power received
from God). 4. The doctrine of the sanc-
tuary. 5. The Spirit of Prophecy.

All of these five doctrines have been
replaced, in this great Adventist apos-
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tasy, by the false doctrines of Cal-
vinism. Meanwhile, some of the Cal-
vinistic Adventists are becoming in-
creasingly militant and aggressive in
their attempts to silence the voices of
those who refuse to join them in apos-
tasy. The persons whose fault is that
they wish to hold to the faith of our
fathers are being accused of disturbing
the peace and harmony of the church,
and in some places disciplinary action
is being taken against them. We are
reminded of the words of Isaiah:

"Woe unto them that call evil good,
and good evil; that put darkness for
light, and light for darkness." Isaiah 5:20

We were forewarned by God's mes-
senger that heresies would come in
among us, and that these heresies would
separate the chaff from the wheat, after
which the chaff, like a cloud, will be
blown away. Will we be with the good
grain, remaining in the gamer, or will we
be blown away with the chaff?

Please take careful notice again that
it is the heresies that cause division,
not the truth. Many of those who are
trying to bring Calvinistic doctrines
into our church are finding it im-
possible to fault the historic Adventists
on theological grounds. Yet, they are
raising more and more accusations that
those who refuse to join in their apos-
tasy are the troublemakers who are
causing division, splitting churches,
and disturbing the peace, harmony, and
unity of the church at large. This is not
greatly unlike the false accusations that
were brought against Christ and re-
sulted in His crucifixion. It may also
prove true that false accusations made
against some of us will result in our
being disfellowshipped from the
church. If this happens, we must accept
it with the assurance that our names are
written in heaven, where no power of
man can reach them. We have been
forewarned that:

"When controversy is awakened, the
advocates of truth are accredited with
causing a disturbance." Signs of the
Times, vol. 3, 246

Jesus remained calm and undis-
turbed while being falsely accused, and
so may we. We may rest in the confi-
dence that there are heavenly watchers,
and that the righteous Judge of the earth
will have the final wotd. Until then, let
us remember that:

"The name of the LORD is a strong
tower: the tighteous runneth unto it and
is safe." Proverbs 18:10
"Come, my people, entcr thou into

thy chambers, and shut thy doots about
thee: hide thyself as it were fot a little
moment, until the indignation be over-
past. For, behold, the LoRD cometh out
of His place to punish the inhabitants of
the earth for their iniquity: the earth
also shall disclose her blood, and shall
no more cover her slain.U Isaiah 26:20-
210
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OurGreat Treasure-house
'--------1: 6. The Mysteries of the Bible :1-- -'

Of those very portions of Scripture so often
passed by as impossible to be understood, God
desires us to understand as much as our minds
are capable of receiving

T HE MYSTERIES of the Bible, so
far from being an argument against

it, are among the strongest evidences of
its divine inspiration. If it contained no
account of God but that which we could
comprehend; if His greatness and majes-
ty could be grasped by human minds,
then the Bible would not, as now, bear
the unmistakable evidences of divinity.
The greatness of its themes should in-
spire faith in it as the Word of God.

The Bible unfolds truth with a sim-
plicity and an adaptation to the needs and
longings of the human heart, that has
astonished and charmed the most higWy
cultivated minds, while to the humble
and uncultured, it also makes plain the
way of life. "The wayfaring men, though
fools, shaU not err therein." Isaiah 35:5.
No child need mistake the path. Not one
rembling seeker need fail of walking in
pure and holy light. Yet the most simply
stated truths lay hold upon themes ele-
vated, far-reaching, infinitely beyond the
power of human comprehension-mys-
teries that are the hiding of His glory-
mysteries that overpower the mind in its
research, while they inspire the sincere
seeker for truth with reverence and faith.
The more we search the Bible, the deeper
is our conviction that it is the Word of the
living God, and human reason bows
before the majesty of divine wisdom.

Ever Unfolding

God intends that to the earnest seeker
the truths of His Word shall be ever
unfolding. While "the secret things
belong unto the Lord our God," "those
things which are revealed belong unto us
and to our children." Deuteronomy 29:29.
The idea that certain portions of the Bible
cannot be understood has led to neglect of
some of its most important truths. The fact
needs to be emphasized, and often re-
peated, that the mysteries of the Bible are
,ot such because God has sought to con-
ceal truth, but because our own weakness
or ignorance makes us incapable of com-
prehending or appropriating truth. The

limitation is not in its purpose, but in our
capacity. Of those very portions of Scrip-
ture so often passed by as impossible to be
understood, God desires us to understand
as much as our minds are capable of
receiving. "AU scripture is given by in-
spiration of God," that we may be
"throughly furnished unto all good
works." 2 Timothy 3:16-17

It is impossible for any human mind
to exhaust one truth or promise of the
Bible. One catches the glory from one
point of view, another from another
point; yet we can discern only gleamings.
The full radiance is beyond our vision.
As we contemplate the great things of
God's Word, we look into a fountain that
broadens and deepens beneath our gaze.
Its breadth and depth pass our knowl-
edge. As we gaze, the vision widens;

stretched out before us, we behold a
boundless, shoreless sea. Such study has
vivifying power. The mind and heart
acquire new strength, new life.

Food for the Soul

This experience is the highest evi-
dence of the divine authorship of the
Bible. We reeeive God's Word as food
for the soul, through the same evidence
bywhich we receive bread as food for the
body. Bread supplies the need of our
nature; we know by experience that it
produces blood, bone, and brain. Apply
the same test to the Bible; when its
principles have actuaUy become the ele-
ments of Character, what has been the
result? what changes have been made in

the life?-"Old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new."
2 Corinthians 5:17. In its power, men and
women have broken the chains of sinful
habit. They have renounced selfishness.
The profane have become reverent, the
drunken sober, the profligate pure. Souls
that have borne the likeness of Satan have
been transformed into the image of God.
The change is itself the miracle of
miracles. A change wrought by the Word,
it is one of the deepest mysteries of the
Word. We cannot Wlderstand it; we can
only believe, that, as declared by the
Scriptures, it is "ChIist in you, the hope
of glory." Colossians 1:27

A knowledge of this mystery fur-
nishes a key to every other. It opens to
the soul the treasures of the universe, the
possibilities of infinite development.

And this development is gained
through the constant unfolding to US ofthe
character of God-the glory and mystery
of the written Word. If it were possible for
US to attain to a fuU understanding ofGod
and His truth, there would be for us no
further discovery of truth, no greater
knowledge, no further development. God
would cease to be supreme, and man
would cease to advance. Thank God, it is
not so. Since God is infinite, and in Him
are all the treasures ofwisdom, we may to
all etemity be ever searching, ever learn-
ing, yet never exhaust the riches of His
wisdom, His goodness, or His power. 0
Ellen G. White, The Signs of the Times, vol. 4,
419. This article is one in a series appearing
between March 21 and October 17, 1906.
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Rome
andthe
Bible
Part Three

THE second, and more effective,
weapon Rome used against the Re-

formation was "higher criticism," in an
effort to undermine the very foundation
of Protestantism.

The strongest appeal of the Roman
Catholic church lies in its claim to
"apostolic succession," that is, that its
popes dcscended in direct linc from the
apostles. Protestants, originating in the
sixteenth century, have no such appeal.
Their strong argument lies in their exact
conformity with the Bible in faith and
morals. "The Bible, and the Bible only"
is their battle cry. The Bible reveals
man's utter inability to attain justifica-
tion by his own works, and offers it as a
"free gift," obtained by faith in the mer-
its of Jesus Christ alone. The Bible
presents good works only as the natural
fruit of genuine faith. On this foundation
was Protestantism built. Before going
further we shall let Catholics and Protes-
tants state their foundations.

Catholic Foundation

"Like two sacred rivers flowing from
paradise, the Bible and divine TIadition
contain the Word of God, the precious
gems of revealed truths. Though these
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two divine streams are in themselves, on
account of their divine origin, of equal
sacredness, and are both full of revealed
truths, still, of the two, TIadition is to us
more clear and safe." Joseph Faa di
Bruno, D.O., Catholic Belief, (New
York: Benziger Brothers, 1912),33
"But since Divine revelation is con-

tained in the written books and the un-
written traditions (Vatican Council I, II),
the Bible and Divine tradition must be the
rule of ow faith; since, however, these
are only silent witnesses, .. we must
look for some proximate rule which shall
he animate or living.... The Bible could
not be left to interpret itself." Therefore
Catholics declare the "Church to he its
acknowledged interpreter." And under
the heading: "The Catholic Doctrine
Thuching the Church as the Rule of
Faith," we read: "Now the teaching
Church is the Apostolic body continuing
to the end of time." But of the teachers of
this body, they say: "Unless they be
united with the Vicar ofChrist (the Pope),
it is futile to appeal to the episcopate in
general as the rule of faith." They then
sum up their rule of faith thus: " 'Hence
we must stand rather by the decisions
which the pope judicially pronounces
than by the opinions of men, however

Christian Edwardson

learned they may be in Holy Scripture.' "
Catholic Encyclopedia, vol. V, 766-768,
art. "Faith, Rule of." The teaching
Church, with the pope at its head, is
therefore the Catholic "rule of faith."
Thus we see that the Roman

Catholic Church places tradition above
the Bible as more safe, and substitutes
the pope for the Holy Spirit as the
guide. Christ promised His followers:
"Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth,
is come, He will guide you into all
truth." "He shall teach you all things,
and bring all things to your remem-
brance." John 16:13; 14:26. That these
promises are not confined to the leaders
of the church, is made plain by John,
who applies them to all Christians: "But
the anointing which ye have received of
Him abideth in you, and ye need not
that any man teach you: but as the same
anointing teacheth you of all things, ...
ye shall abide in Him." 1 John 2:27. In
answer to these Scriptures the Catholic
writers say:

Christian Edwardson, forty years a pastor
and evangelist, at the urging of many minis·
ters and Bible students wrote F:\ClS Of F:\ilh
(at one time used as a college textbook) from
which this three·part series is drawn.



This unabated force could be broken only by
robbing Protestants of their implicit faith in the
Bible. They would then lose their power as
surely as did Samson, when he was shorn of
his locks

"Nor can it be said that being a
divinely inspired book, its prime Author,
the Holy Ghost, will guide the reader to
he right meaning." M. 1. Scott, S. J.,
fhings Carholics Are Asked Abour,
(New York, 1927), 119

Protestant Foundation

Protestants have announced as their
rule of faith: "The Bible, and the Bible
only," with the Holy Spirit as its sole
Interpreter. William Chillingworth,
M.A., says:

"TheBible, I say, the Bible only, is the
religion of Protestants! ... I for my part,
after a long and (as I verily believe and
hope) impartial search of 'the true way to
eternal happiness,' do profess plainly that
I cannot find any rest for the sole of my
foot but upon this rock only. I see plainly
and with my own eyes, that there are
popes against popes, councils against
councils, some fathers against others, the
same fathers against themselves, a con-
sent of fathers ofone age against a consent
of fathers of another age, the church of
one age against the church of another age.

In a word, there is no sufficient
certainty but of Scripture only for any
considering man to build upon." William

M.A., The Religion of
Protestallls, (London, 1866), 463

" 'The Bible, I say, the Bible only, is
the religion of Protestants!' Nor is it of
any account in the estimation of the
genuine Protestant, how early a doctrine
originated, if it is not found in the Bible.
"He who receives a single doctrine

upon the mere authority of tradition, let
him be called by what name he will, by
so doing, steps down from the Protestant
rock, passes over the line which sepa-
rates Protestantism from Popery, and can
give no valid reason why he should not
receive all the earlier doctrines and
ceremonies of Romanism, upon the
same authority." John Dowling, D.O.,
History of Romanism, (New York,

This childlike faith in the Bible as
God's infallible word carried the Re-
formers above all opposition, and swept
over Europe with an irresistible force
which threatened to engulf the old, de-
caying structure of the Roman church.
This unabated force could be broken
only by robbing Protestants of their im-
.,licit faith in the Bible. They would then
ose their power as surely as did Sam-
son, when he was shorn of his locks.
Judges 16:19-20

Undermining Protestant Foundations

Richard Simon, a Roman catholic
priest, called the "Father of Higher Criti-
cism," in 1678 wrote "A Critical History
of the Old "Thstament" in three books,
laying down the rules for a more exact
translation. He advanced the new theory
that only the ordinances and commands
of the books of Moses were written by
him, while the historical parts were the
product of various other writers.
Simon's declared purpose was to show
that the Protestants had no assured prin-
ciple for their religion. (See edition of
1782.) "This work led to a very extended
controversy and the first edition was
suppressed." So vigorous was the op-
position of the learned, that his theory
lay dormant for seventy-five years. The
Catholic Encyclopedia says:
"A French priest, Richard Simon

(1638-1712), was the first who subjected
the general questions concerning the
Bible to a treatment which was at once
comprehensive in scope and scientific in
method. Simon is the forerunner ofmod-
ern Biblical criticism.... A reaction
against the rigid view of the Bible [was
one of] the factors which produced
Simon's first great work, the 'Histoire
critique du Vieux Testament' ['Critical
History of the Old "Thstament'] which
was published in 1678.... It entitIes
him to be called the father of Biblical
criticism.» vol. IV, 492

"In 1753 Jean Astruc, a French
Catholic physician of considerable note,
published a little book, 'Conjectures sur
les memoires originaux dont if parait
que Moyse s'esl servi pour composer Ie
livre de la Genese' (Conjectures on the
original records from which it appears
that Moses composed the book of Gene-
sis)." Ibid., (See also New Schaff-Herzog
Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge,
vol. I, 336, art, "Jean Astruc.")

His book is rightly named, for in it he
conjectured that the book of Genesis

must have been written by two different
authors, because the Creator is there
called "God" ("Elohim") in some
places, and "Lord" ("Jehovah") in other
places. Such a line of reasoning would
be as inconsistent as to claim that Paul's
Epistle to the Philippians, for instance,
must have been written by two different
apostles, because OUf Saviour is there
called "Jesus" in some places, and
"Christ" in others. But what about the
places where He is called "Jesus
Christ"? And so in Genesis. Who wrote
the five passages where He is called
"Lord God" ("Jehovah Elohim")? In
1792, Dr. Alexander Geddes, a Roman
catholic priest of Scottish origin, carried
this "fragmentary hypothesis" still
further. Absurd as this theory was, the
Protestants fell into the trap set for them,
and Germany, the scat of the Reforma-
tion, became the seat of this destructive
"higher criticism." Today this incon-
sistent criticism of the Bible has invaded
the seminaries, colleges, and universities
of practically all Protestant denomina-
tions, and few ministers are free from its
blighting influence. Edwin Cone Bissell,
Professor in McCormick Theological
Seminary, Chicago, carried out this
"fragmentary" theory in his book,
"Genesis Printed in Colors, Showing the
Original Sources from Which It Is Sup-
posed to Have Been Compiled" (Hart-
ford, 1892), displaying the seven colors
of the rainbow in shorter or longer frag-

ments, each representing a different
author or editor.

Harold Bolee spent two years inves-
tigating American colleges from Maine
to California, and wrote his astounding
findings in the Cosmopolitan Magazine,
May to August, 1909. Here are a few
expressions culled from his report:
"In hundreds of classrooms it is

being taught daily that the Decalogue is
no more sacred than a syllabus; that the
home as an institution is doomed; that
there are no absolute evils; that im-
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morality is simply an act in contraven-
tion of socicty's acceptcd standards; ...
and that the daring who defy the code
[the moral law1da not offend any Deity,
but simply arouse the venom of the
majority---the majority that has not yet
grasped the new idea; ... and that the
highest ethical life consists at all times in
the breaking of rules wlUch have grown
too narrow for the actual case. ..

"There can be and are holier alliances
without the marriage bond than witlUn it.
... AnytlUng tolerated by the world in
general is right. ... The notion, ... that
there is anytlUng fundamentally correct
implies the existence of a standard out-
side and above usage, and no such stand-
ard exists." 665-666,

Can anyone wonder at what Dr.
Charles Jefferson declares? He says:

"A theological student at the end of
the first year of his seminary course is the
most demoralized individual to be found
on tlUs earth. His early conception of the
Bible has been torn down all the way to
the cellar, and he is obliged to build up a
new conception from the foundations. n
Things Fundamental, 120-121

In regard to the inevitable result of
teaching the rising generation such revo-
lutionary ideas, and of undermining
completely their moral standards, and
their belief in God, the editor of the
Cosmopolitan Magazine says in a nole
to Mr. Boice's articles:

"These are some of the revolutionary
and sensational teachings submitted
with academic warrant to the minds of
hundreds of thousands of students in the
United States. It is time that the public
realized what is being taught to the
youth of tlUs country. 'The social ques-
tion of to-day; said Disraeli, 'is only a
zephyr which rustles the leaves, but will
soon become a hurricane.' It is a dull ear
that cannot hear the mutterings of the
corning storm." Cosmopolitall Maga-
zine, May 1909,665

The Bible declares: "They have
sown the wind, and they shall reap the
whirlwind." "There is no truth, nor
mercy, nor knowledge of God in the
land. By swearing, and lying, and kil-
ling, and stealing, and eomntitting adul-
tery, they break out, and blood toucheth
blood." Hosea 8:7; 4:1-2. (Compare 2
Timothy 3:1-5.) Yes, the saying is true,
that "whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap." Galatians 6:7

The Christian Register for June 18,
1891, page 389, commenting favorably
on the work of Itighcr criticism, says:
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"Thomas Paine, though stigmatized
and set aside as an infidel, finds reincar-
nation in the modern scientific Biblical
critic.... He lived too far in advance of
IUs age. The spirit of modern scientific
criticism had not yet come. ... And now
it is interesting to find that, in a different
spirit and with different tools, and bound
by certain traditions, ... the professors
in our orthodox seminaries are doing
again the work which Paine did."

As long as these men domineered
over the Old Thstament, most of the
Christian teachers remained silent. But
the work did not stop there. The
Lutheran Pastor Storjohan of Oslo, Nor-
way, says of WeUhausen:

"After they have perntitted him to
dontineer over the Old Testament for
more than twenty-five years, it is not
more than reasonable, and ajust punish-
ment, that he in his presumption has now
undertaken IUs war on the Gospels."
Bibelen paa Pinebaenk {The Bible on
the Inquisitorial Rack], (Christiania,
19(7),7

In closing let uS briefly point out the
road which higher criticism had to
travel, after it had taken the first step:
When crities had denied the historicity
of the books of Moses (the Pentateuch),
they discovered that the Psalms referred
to them as acknowledged history.
(Psalms 33:6, 9; 29: 10; 77:20; 103:7;
105:6--45; 106:7-33.) Th be consistent,
the Psalms had to be rejectcd. They also
found that the books of Joshua, Samuel,
Kings, Chronicles, and Nehemiah, and
the prophets acknowledged the Penta-
teuch as the inspired work of Moses
(Joshua 23:6; 1 Kings 2:3; 2 Chronicles
35:6; Nehemiah 8:1,8; Daniel 9:11,13;
MalacIU 4:4), so these books had to be
rejected.

But then they found that the New
Thstament repeatedly referred to the Old
Testament as inspired authority (about
eight hundred twenty-four times), and to
their consternation they discovered that
Jesus declared the first five books in the
Bible were written by Moses (Mark
12:26; Luke 24:25, 44--45), and that He
asked: "If ye believe not IUs [Moses']
writings, how shall ye believe My
words?" John 5:46--47. The crities had
declared that the account of the Flood
was only a myth, which no intelligent
person could believe. But Jesus said:
llNoah entered into the ark," and "the
Flood came, and took thcm all away."
Matthew 24:38-39. He even believed
thc truthfulness of the account of

Jonah's being in the great fish for three
days, and of his preaching in Nineveh
afterwards. (Matthew 12:40-41.) There
was, therefore, no way of reconciling
Jesus to higher criticism, so they re-
jected Him as the divine Son ofGod. For
if Jesus did not know that these Old
Testament stories were only myths, He
was a deceiver. In either case He could
not be divine, they reasoned.
"If in the dawning of the fortieth

century, it shall be found that the law and
the prophets are obsolete, the Gospels
and Epistles discarded, Moses forgotten,
and Paul and IUs writings set aside to
make room for the inerrant productions
of [lUghcr crities], ... if it shall then
appear that the hunted prophets who
wandered in sheepskins and goatskins,
and were destitute, afflicted, and tor-
mented, lof whom the world was not
worthy; have gone down bcfore the
onslaught of the learned and well-salaried
professors of modern universities; if it
shall appear that the Word of thc Lord
wlUch they uttered at the loss of all things
and at the peril of life itself has paled its
ineffectual fires before the rising radi-
ance of oracular IUgher criticism; it shall
then be learned that God hath chosen the
rich in tlUs world, poor in faith, and heirs
of the kingdom-who can tell how weI·
come this information may prove to those
who suppose that gain is godliness, and
that it is easier for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle than for a poor man to
enter the kingdom of heaven?" H. L.
Hastings, The Ami-InfidelLibrary; More
Bricks frolll the Babel of the Higher
Critics, (Boston: Scriptural '!tact Reposi-
tory, 1895), 172-173

Some might properly ask how Ro-
manists dared to start higher criticism.
Would not this menace be equally
dangerous to their church? Absolutely
not! The Roman church rests on an
entirely different foundation. The
Church, and not the Bible, is her author-
ity. She flourishes best where the Bible
is least circulated, as IUstory amply
shows. But Protestantism that rejects the
inspiration of the Bible, has abandoned
its foundation, and stands helpless. It is
like a slUp that has lost its mooring,
thrown away its chart and compass, and
is drifting toward-Rome. 0



God's
Marching
Orders

Authors' note: This article was con-
ceived and campiled by the staff of
Remna1lC Publications to demonstrate
the dynamic harmony between theScrip-
lUres and Ihe Spiril of Prophecy. Rem-
nall/ Publications is a self-supporting
ministry which publishes and distributes
the following paperback books: Desire
of Ages, Great Controversy, Patriarchs
and Prophets, Ministry of Healing, and
Christ's Object Lessons. Our prayerful
endeavor is to support and promote the
scattering ofSpiril ofProphecy writings
like the leaves ofautumn.

THE LORD gave the word: great was
the army of those that published it."

Psalm 68:11; see also Romans 10:14
If thus saith the Scripture, then how

saith the Spirit of Prophecy?

Why Publish?

"In a large degree through our pub-
lishing houses is to be accomplished the
work of that other angel who comes
down from heaven with great power and
who lightens the earth with his glory."
Testimonies, vol. 7, 140

"Our publishing work was estab-
lished by the direction of God and under
His special supervision. II was designed

to accomplish a specific purpose.
Seventh-day Adventists have been
chosen by God as a peculiar people,
separate from the world. By the great
cleaver of truth He has cut them out
from the quarry of the world and brought
them into connection with Himself. He
has made them His representatives and
has called them to be ambassadors for
Him in the last work of salvation. The
greatest wealth oftruth ever entrusted to
mortals, the most solemn and fearful
warnings ever sent by God to man, have
been committed to them to be given to
the world; and in the accomplishment of
this work our pUblishing houses are
among the most effective agencies.

"These institutions are to stand as
witnesses for God, teachers of righteous-
ness to the people. From them truth is to
go forth as a lamp that burneth. Like a
great light in a lighthouse on a danger-
ous coast, they are constantly to send
forth beams of light into the darkness of
the world, to warn men of the dangers
that threaten them with destruction."
Ibid., 138--139; all emphasis added by
compilers

"Our publishing houses are God's
appointed centers, and through them is
to be accomplished a work the magni-
tude of which is yet unrealized. There

are lines of effort and inlluence as yet by
them almost untouched in which God is
calling for their co-operation." Ibid., 144

Obedience Is Necessary

"Now therefore, if ye will obey My
voice indeed, and keep My covenant,
then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto
Me above all people: for all the earth is
Mine: And ye shall be unto Me a king-
dom of priests, and an holy nation."
Exodus 19:5--{i; see also 1 Peter 2:9--10

If thus saith the Scripture, then how
saith the Spirit of Prophecy?

"Our publications have a most
sacred work to do in making clear,
simple, and plain the spiritual basis of
our faith. Everywhere the people arc
taking sides; all arc ranging themselves
either under the banner of truth and
righteousness or under the banner of the
apostate powers that arc contending for
the supremacy. At this time God's mes-
sage to the world is to be given with such
prominence and power that the people
will be brought face to face, mind to
mind, heart to heart, with truth. They
must be brought to see its superiority
over the multitudinous errors that afe
pushing their way into notice, to sup-
plant, if possible, the Word of God for
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At this time God's message to the world is to
be given with such prominence and power that
the people will be brought face to face, mind to
mind, heart to heart, with truth

this solemn time." Teslimonies, vol. 7,
150-151
"The great and wonderful work of

the last gospel message is to be carried
on now as it has never been before. The
world is to receive the light of truth
through an evangelizing ministry of the
word in our books and periodicals. Our
publications are to show that the end of
all things is at hand. I am bidden to say
to our publishing houses: 'Lift up the
standard; lift it up higher. Proclaim the
third angel's message, that it may be
heard by all the world. Let it be seen that
"here are they that keep the command-
ments of God, and the faith of Jesus." ,
Revelation 14:12. Let our literature give
the message as a witness to all the
world." Ibid., vol. 9, 61

"The work of God is retarded by
criminal unbelief in His power to use
the common people to carry forward
His work successfully." "The great
General is not only leading a few sol-
diers; but the Captain of the Lord's
host is leading the armies of both
heaven and earth to battle; they are
marching on to a glorious victory.
Every soldier is to put on the whole
armor of God, and fight courageously,
realizing that he is battling in full view
of the invisible universe. If the Lord's
army will obey orders, they will find
themselves influenced by the Holy
Spirit to work the works of God. The
battlefield is glorified with the light
shining from the cross of Calvary."
Review and Herald, vol. 3, 273, 272

A SolemnWork

"Behold upon the mountains the feet
of him that bringeth good tidings, that
publisheth peace! 0 Judah, keep thy
solemn feasts, perform thy vows. JJ
Nahum 1:15

[f thus saith the Scripture, then how
saith the Spirit of Prophecy?

"We must prepare ourselves for most
solemn duties. A world is to be saved ...
and even within the shadow of our doors
there are many, many opportunities for
communicating to others the saving
truths of the third angel's message. Pub-
lications are to be distributed like the
leaves of autumn. This is the message
that has been coming to us from the Lord
for many years. In view of the great work
to be done, how can anyone afford to
waste precious time and God-given
means in doing those things that are not
for his best good or for the glory ofGod?
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The Scriptures are to be studied dil-
igently, and are to be made the man of
our counsel. None can afford to neglect
this source of strength and blessing."
Review andHerald, vol 5, 7

"Afterward we were in camp
ings and in large meetings in our
churchcs, where the ministers presented
clearly the perils of the times in which
we live and the great importance of
making haste in the circulation of our
literature. In response to these appeals
the brethren and sisters carne forward
and purchased many books. Some took a
few, and some purchased large quanti-
ties. Most of the purchasers paid for the
books they took. A few arranged to pay
afterward.

"Because books were being sold at
low prices, some being especially re-
duced for the occasion, many were pur-
chased, and some by persons not of our
faith. They said: 'It must be that these
books contain a message for us. These
people are willing to make sacrifices in
order that we may have them, and we
will secure them for ourselves and our
friends.'

HBut dissatisfaction was expressed
by some of our own people. One said:
'A stop must be put to this work, or our
business will be spoiled.' As one
brother was carrying away an armful of
books, a canvasser laid his hand upon
his arm and said: 'My brother, what are

you doing with so many books?' Then I
heard the voice of our Counselor say-
ing: 'Forbid them not. This is a work
that should be done. The end is near.
Already much time has been lost, when
these books should have been in circu-
[ation. Sell them far and near. Scatter
them like the leaves of autumn. This
work is to continue without the forbid-
dings of anyone. Souls are perishing out
of Christ. Let them be warned of His
soon appearing in the clouds of heaven.'

"Some of the workers continued to
appear much cast down. One was weep-

ing and said: 'These are doing the pub-
lishing work an injustice by purchasing
these books at so low a price; besides,
this work is depriving us of some of the
revenue by which our work is sus-
tained.' The Voice replied: 'You are
meeting with no loss. These workers
who take the books at reduced prices
could not obtain so ready sale for them
except it be at this so-called sacrifice.
Many are now purchasing for their
friends and for themselves who other-
wise would not think of buying.' " Tes-
timonies, vol. 9, 71-73

"In the past, a large work has been
accomplished in the distribution of the
printed page. This is a line of service in
which every church member can have
some part. All cannot go out as can-
vassers for our larger books; but there is
a field of usefulness open before many
of our brethren and sisters in the placing
of truth-filled publications in the homes
of their neighbors and friends....

"When we view the rise and progrcss
of the pUblishing work from the begin-
ning to the present time, we thank God
and take courage. Yet our responsibility
toward the unwarned multitudes urges
us on to still greater and more systematic
efforts to set in operation many agencies
for the circulation of our papers, tracts,
and books. Those who are acquainted
with the possibilities of this branch of
missionary work, and who are wise to

teach, have much to do in the training of
home workers." Review and Herald, vol
6,455

Circulate the Books

"How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him that bringeth good
tidings, that publisheth peace; that
bringeth good tidings of good, that pub-
lisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion,
Thy God reigneth! Thy watchmen shall
lift up the voice; with the voice together
shall they sing: for they shall see eye to



eye, when the LORD shall bring again
Zion." Isaiah 52:7-8; see also Romans
10:15
If thus saith the Scripture, then how

,aith the Spirit of Prophecy?
"In earlier years, when many efforts

were being put forth to induce our
brethren and sisters to circulate the
printed page, I bore testimony to the
fact that but few among us have broad
and extensive views of what can be
done in reaching the people by per-
sonal, interested efforts. Many who
cannot be induced to listen to the truth
presented by the living preacher, will
take up a tract or a paper and peruse it;
many things they read meet their ideas
exactly, and they become interested to
learn all it contains. Impressions are
thus made upon their minds which they
cannot readily forget. ...

"Again, many who read these
papers and tracts lay aside the silent
messengers because of the plain truths
set forth. But ideas all new to them
have, although unwelcome, made their

impression, and again the hand takes
up the neglected paper or tract, and the
eye is tracing the truthful lines. Thus
point after point of truth is established,
and antagonism ceases. As the convict-
ing power of the Spirit of God works
upon the heart, step by step reforma-
tions in thc life are wrought, until sclf
is merged into the will of Christ.
Henceforth the despised papcr or tract
is honored as the means of converting
the stubborn heart and subduing the
perverse will, bringing it in subjection
to Christ. Had the living preacher
spoken as pointedly, these persons
might have turned from him, refusing
to entertain the new and strange ideas
he advocated.

"I have been instructed that but few
have any correct idea of what the dis-
tribution of papers and tracts is doing.
By this means doors are opening
evcrywhere, and minds are being pre-
pared to receive the truth from the living
preacher." Review alld Herald, vol. 6,
455

"OUf workers should now be en-
couraged to give their first attention to
books that deal with the evidences of Our
faith-books that teach the doctrines of
the Bible and that will prepare a people to
stand in the trying times before us....

"We have been asleep, as it were,
regarding the work that may be accom-
plished by the circulation of well-
prepared literature. Let us now, by the
wise use of periodicals and books,
preach the Word with determined
energy, that the world may understand
the message that Christ gave to John on
the Isle of Patmos. Let every human
intelligence who professes the name of
Christ testify: 'The end of all things is at
hand; prepare to meet thy God.' " Tes-
timonies, vol. 9, 61-62

"God will soon do great things for
us, if we lie humble and believing at His
feet. ... More than one thousand will
soon be converted in one day. most of
whom will trace their first convictions to
the reading of our pUblications. COUlI-
sels to Writers afldEditors, 181 0
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Patriarchs and Prophets
The Desire ofAges
The Great Controversy
Christ's Object Lessons
The Ministry ofHealing

an inexpensive way to spread
the Adventist message to
your neighbors and friends.
Right now, when your friends and
neighbors arc worrying about what the
future m"y bring, share books with
them that provide answers-the
Answer to all their problems. These
five quality paperbacks are being made
available to you at prices you can't
afford 10 pass up.

Paperback
Books-
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Simple Ways in aComplexWorld
I N the past few months as a literature
evangelist, I have been witnessing

what I believe is a ehange in attitude in
the minds of many people with whom I
have shared literature. I have noticed a
differenee in the reeeption of the presen-
tation of religious material. More people
seem to be open and willing to listen to
Bible subjeets. Of eourse, there are still
plenty of those who, in their set ways,
test my patience by slamming the door
in my face, but overall, opportunities to
share the Gospel seem to be improving.
Perhaps the changes in our world are
touching the honest in heart.

One such example: As I shared the
beautiful Spirit of Prophecy paperback
books (by Remnant Publications avail-
able from Hope International) with a
young 15- or 16-year old girl, she, with
a very worried look on her face, asked
me this question, "Do you have any
books that talk about war? My father is
being sent to the Persian Gulf." Of
course, I immediately told her about
the book, The Great Controversy, and
how it explains the war of all wars, the
war between good and evil. For a dona-
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tion of five dollars she bought the book
and signed up for the Truth For Today
Bible correspondence course. As she
did so there seemed to come over her
face a peace that wasn't there before.

We are told by the servant of the
Lord that in the last days the events in
the world would bring the minds of
thinking men and women to expect
something big to happen.

"The present is a time of over-
whelming interest to all living. Rulers
and statesmen, mcn who occupy posi-
tions of trust and authority, thinking
men and women of all classes, have
their attention fixed upon the events
taking place about us. They are watch-
ing the relations that exist among the
nations. They observe the intensity that
is taking possession of every earthly
element, and they recognize that some-
thing great and decisive is about to
take place-that the world is on the
verge of a stupendous crisis." Prophets
and Kings, 537

Truly our world is on the verge of a
crisis--a crisis much bigger than any of
us can imagine. That is why, I believe,

I John Martin I

now is the time for us all to co-operate
with the Lord and do all we can, using
the simple methods He has given us to
present our truth-filled literature to the
people before it is too late. The Lord will
use His simple methods and men of His
own choosing to finish His work.

"Representations have been made to
me, showing that the Lord will carry out
His plans through a variety of ways and
instruments. It is not alone the most
talented, not alone those who hold high
positions of trust, or are the most highly
educated from a worldly point of view,
whom the Lord uses to do His grand and
holy work of souisaving. He will use
simple means; He will use many who
have had few advantages to help in
carrying forward His work." Selected
Messages, book 1, 128

The following are just a few sugges-
tions of ways to apply some of God's
proven, simple ways to increase your
success in literature distribution. My
prayer is that the Holy Spirit will place a

10/m Martin directs tile Literature Evan-
gelism Department at Hope International.



The more simple our plans for work in God's
service, the more we shall accomplish. To
adopt worldly policy in the work of God is to
invite disaster and defeat

greater burden for souls upon your heart,
and that the following thoughts will be a
blessing:

1. Begin Each Day With Jesus

Spend time with Jesus by prayer and
study of the Word in the morning as your
day begins. Tltis will enable you to have
power and victories amid the Irials of the
day. Not just at the beginning of our day
do we need Jesus, but every moment we
need to be aware of the presence of the
Holy Spirit so Ihat every word and acl is
under His control.
"Canvassers need to be daily con-

verted to God, that Iheir words and
deeds may be a savor of life unto life,
that they may exert a saving influence.
The reason why many have failed in the
canvassing work is that they were not
genuine Christians; they did not know
the spirit of conversion. They had a
theory as to how the work should be
done, but they did not feel their depend-
ence upon God." Colporteur Ministry,
48

2. Examine Your Motives
As important as it is to understand

'od's proper, simple methods to use in
lhe accomplishment of His work, this is
only half of the needed preparation. You
need to be sure your motives for

wanting to do this work are right. Do
your motives spring from the desire for
position, prestige, or the desire for
money? Or are you motivated purely by
the love for souls who arc about to
perish for lack of knowledge? If the
yearning for saving lost souls is not
your propelling motivation, discourage-
ment and failure will surely follow
when tests and trials come.
"If we stand in the great day of the

0rd, wilh Christ as our refuge, our high
tower, we must put away all envy, all
strife for the supremacy. We must utterly

destroy Ihe roots of these unholy things,
that they may not again spring up into
life. We must place ourselves wholly on
the side of the Lord. 1ribulation and
wrath will surely come upon those who
profess to be Christians, yet who accept
the principles of Satan, departing from
commandments of God in the daily life."
Battle Creek Letters, 77

3. Be a Full-TimeMissionary

Always, wherever you go, to your
daily work, on vacation, or just shop-
ping, be aware that you are amissionary
for Jesus. Carry literature with you, and
don't be afraid to share it, or you will
pass up many gOlden opportunities for
saving souls.
If you are a timid person you

should ask God to give you boldness
and wisdom for the right words to say
at just the right opportunity. "For God
hath not given us the spirit of fear; but
of power, and of love, and of a sound
mind." 2 Timothy 1:7

Remember Ihe importance of the
printed page, for il can do a work that the
ministry cannot do, and it can go places
where meetings cannot be held. The
faithful canvasser often takes Ihe place
of the living preacher.

"Whatever your work may be, dear
brethren and sisters, do it as for the
Master, and do your best. Do not over-

look present golden opportunities and let
your life prove a failure." Colporleur
Ministry, 68

The literature you carry with you
may be just a tract or a magazine con-
taining present truth. I highly recom-
mend the Truth for Today magazine ob-
tainable from Hope International. But
whatever you take must be something
that you have read yourself so that you
can share the material with enthusiasm
and joy, knowing that if it is read and
accepted, the Holy Spirit will work a
miracle in the life of the reader.

"It is only when our own hearts are
imbued with the spirit of the truths
contained in the book we are selling, and
when in humility we call the attention of
the people to these truthS, that real
success will attend our efforts." Ibid., 91

"Canvassing for our publications is a
important and most profitable line of
evangelistic work. Our publications can
go to places where meetings cannot be
held. In such places the faithful evan-
gelistic canvasser takes the place of the
living preacher. By the canvassing work
the truth is presented to thousands who
otherwise would nevcr hear it." Ibid., 8

4. Start in Your Own Neighborhood

"Let those who desire to work for
God begin at homc, in their own house-
hold, in lheir own neighborhood, among
their own friends. Here they will find a
favorable missionary field. Tltis home
missionary work is a test, revealing their
ability or inability for service in a wider
ficld." Testimonies, vol. 6, 428

We as Christians should know the
nccds of our neighbors. We can easily
share some favorite little goody, along
with a warm friendly smile and words of
encouragement to let them know that we
care about them. Then after we have
made a friendship, or at least know them
by their first name, we can bring their
attention to the events in the world and
the soon coming of the Lord.

One such example recently hap-
pened to me with one of my neighbors. I
was going to repair the road that goes up
to our home and decided to ask the
neighbors along our road if they would
like to contribute to the cost of the
repairs. All of the neighbors were very
friendly and more than willing to help-
all but one. After I had knocked on his
door and explained my errand, the man
broke out in a fit of rage and told me in
angry words that he wasn't going to
contribute and that I should leave and
never come back. A bit shaken, I re-
turned 10 the safety of my car and drove
off. I went back home and began praying
for this man and asking the Lord what to
do. A week or so later, and after much
prayer, I knew the answer. I returned to
his house and knocked on the door. I was
greeted by his wife and I asked her if I
could talk to her husband. With a
shocked look on her face she said, "Are
you sure you want to talk to my
husband?" I reassured her thall did, and
with much disbelief she called him. As
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soon as he walked into the room I said,
"Tom, I apologize for upsetting you. I
didn't mean to offend you. I am sorry." I
stood prayerfully waiting, knowing that
at times just being kind or Christlike
may offend the unconverted. I will never
forget the look on his face. lt was as if
someone had unplugged his motor. He
just melted, and with a rather small
sntile reached out and shook my hand. I
had won a victory for the Lord.

"A soft answer turneth away wrath:
but grievous words stir up anger." Pro-
verbs 15:1

Christ's methods always work better
than man's, and isn't this reasonable
when we remember that "we wrestle not
against flesh and blood?"

"Christ's method alone will give true
success in reaching the people. The
Saviour mingled with men as one who
desired their good. He showed His sym-
pathy for them, ministered to their
needs, and won their confidence. Then
He bade them, 'Follow Me.' 1> The Min·
istryofHealing,143

5. OIIer Health Programs

By offering free cooking demonstra-
tions or stop smoking seminars you will
be able to reach some that ntight other-
wise never be reached. And by sharing a
few simple remedies, peoplewill be won
to the gospel. I have sold many Ministry
of Healing books by simply telling
someone how to use a hot footbath and
an ice bag to get rid of a headache. We
know the health message is the right arm
of our work and is often a most neces-
sary tool to advance the cause of God.

"Medical missionary work is the
right hand of the gospel. It is necessary
to the advancement of the cause of God.
... As the right hand of the third angel's
message, God's methods of treating dis M

ease will open doors for the entrance of
present truth. Health literature must be
circulated in many lands." Testimonies,
vol. 7, 59

As an example, I know of an in-
dividual who is using the medical ntis-
sionary approach very successfully. This
lady advertised in her local newspaper
that for a very small fee she would come
to private homes and leach lessons in
how to cook vegetarian cuisine, tailor-
made to each individual's need. She
offered help to those who were having
weight problems and would like to
change their lifestyle; and for those who
were suffering from hypogIycentia or
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hyperglycemia, she offered customized
cooking demonstrations to fit their per-
sonal needs. By using their kitchen and
facilities (think of the economy of funds
such a plan provides), she offered to
demonstrate for them, and any friends
they wished to invite, good tasting,
healthful, low-calorie cookery. Think of
the possibilities for personal friendships
and witnessing such a method of work
offers. What an idea for a way to use the
right arm of the gospel to bring many to
the Lord!

6. Mass Media

Compare the advantages we enjoy
today in the advanced technology of
our modern age with the tools available
to our pioneers, and we realize what
wide-open opportunities are ours for
the advancement of the Lord's work.
Tele-marketing has been very success-
ful in the business world for com-
munication on a large scale. Likewise,
some have used this method in placing
books into the hands of interested
people. I know of one such person who
was afraid to venture out by herself,
but instead of giving up, she asked the
Lord for help and came up with a great
idea. She began to dial local numbers
listed in her phone book. She told each
receptive person that she was raising
money for a worthy cause (she was
helping a small school get started) and
asked if they would like to help with
this project by purchasing a book.
Then she gave a simple book canvass
for The Great COllIroversy, Ministry of
Healing, and Steps To Christ, explain.
ing that these books could become
theirs for only a small donation. In six
weeks she had sold 60 books and
signed up 10 people for a free Bible
correspondence course, Simple
methods, when applied with faith, will
be blessed of the Lord.

Also the use of advertisements in
magazines and newspapers have proved
to be successful in spreading the truth.
(You can write to us here at Hope Inter-
national for a free, camera-ready adver-
tisement for the Truth For Today Bible
correspondence course.)

7. Make a Commitment

Make a covenant with the Lord, that
by His grace you will devote a spccific
amount of time each week in active
soulseeking. By thus committing your-

self to work for the salvation of others,
you will experience the true joy of co-
operating with the Lord. Whether you
choose 4 hours one day a week, or onl
whole day each week, or 8 hours every
day, make a commitment to be a mis-
sionary. This should be your most im-
portant priority.

"The work above all work-the bus-
iness above all others which should
draw and engage the energies of the
soul-is the work of saving souls for
whom Christ has died. Make this the
main, the important work of your life.
Make it your special lifework. Co-
operate with Christ in this grand and
noble work, and become home and for-
eign ntissionaries. . Oh, that young
and old were thoroughly converted to
God, and would take up the duty that lies
next them and work as they have oppor-
tunity." Sons alldDaughtersofGod, 274

Now that you have several new ideas
about good ways to place God's truth-
filled literature before your neighbors
and friends, there are a few basic prin-
ciples to remember: 1) Always evaluate
your witnessing techniques by the Bible
and Spirit of Prophecy. 2) Be humble
and give the glory of your success to the
Lord. 3) Remember that simple methods
are always the most effective, bringint
the greatest results for good.

"The laws of Christ's kingdom are
so simple, and yet so complete, that
man-made additions will create confu-
sion. And the more simple our plans for
work in God's service, the more we shall
accomplish. To adopt worldly policy in
the work of God is to invite disaster and
defeat. Simplicity and humility must
characterize every effective effort for
the advancement of His kingdom." Tes-
timonies, vol. 7,215

4) Don't take rejection personally.
"If the world hate you, ye know that it
hated Me before it hated you." John
15:18. And always remember to keep a
smile on your face and a song in your
heart, knowing that Jesus is ever by your
side and that your redemption draweth
nigh. 0

Note: For those who would like to follow
rhe Lord's cowlsel and take up the Iir-
erature work or medical missionary
work, Hope IllIernatiollal has a full IilJe
of materials and training programs
available. Call or write today.
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The EightDoctors
"Pure air, sunlight, abstemiousness, rest, exercise, proper diet, the use of water, trust in
divine power-these are the true remedies. Every person should have a knowledge of

nature's remedial agencies and how to apply them."Ministry ofHealing, 127

Have you experienced the health and peace of mind that comes from
obeying God's eight natural laws of health?

Whether you
are talking
with a
neighbor,
doing
door-to-door
work, giving
health
seminars or
cooking
classes, or
doing
evangelistic
work, you
will find these
eight tracts
helpful in
your efforts to
share these
principles
with others.

,---------------------------, This newly
published set
of health tracts,
prepared by
Kurt Unglaub,
M.P.H., health
instructor for
Life Abundant
Missionary
Institute,
presents the
basic
principles of
healthful living
revealed in the
Spirit of
Prophecy in
the context of
Scripture and
modern
science. They
are effective
witnessing
tools, inspiring
interest in
health and in
the saving

'-- ...J power of God.

These tracts are available from Hope International for a suggested
donation ofWe apiece, plus 15% shipping ($1.00 minimum).

30% discount on 100 or more tracts, 50% on 500+ (any combination).
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