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itorial
A S we face the many problems chal-
L-\...ienging Seventh-day Adventists
each day, as the faithful, loyal, and
obedient mourn over the sins of the
world, yes, and in the church, what shall
we do? We must do something. The
signs of the times are ominous; the crisis
is deepening on every side. The world
trembles under a load of sin equal to that
of the days of Noah and Lot.

Our prophet Ellen White speaks to
us in this crisis hour. "The crisis is fast
approaching. The rapidly swelling
figures show that the time for God's
visitation has about come. Although
loath to punish, nevertheless He will
punish, and that speedily. Those who
walk in the light will see signs of the
approaching peril; but they are not to
sit in quiet, unconcerned expectancy of
the ruin, comforting themselves with
the belief that God will shelter His
people in the day of visitation. Far
from it. They should realize that it is
their duty to labor diligently to save
others, looking with strong faith to
God for help. 'The effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth
much,'
"The leaven of godliness has not

entirely lost its power. At the )ime when
the danger and depression of the church
are greatest, the little company who are
standing in the light will be sighing and
crying for the abominations that are done
in the land. But more especiaily will their
prayers arise in behalf of the church
because its members are doing after the
manner of the world." Testimonies, vol.
5,209-210

God's faithful few, His remnant, will
be distinguished from those who remain
in their Laodicean condition of doing
nothing by their soul anguish for the
souls of their friends, their pastors, their
leaders in the church who are asleep in
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their carnal security. A curse is upon all
those who now do not come up to the
help of the Lord. "Curse ye Meraz, said
the angel of the Lord, curse ye bitterly
the inhabitants thereof; because they
came not to the help of the Lord, to the
help of the Lord against the mighty."
Judges 5:23
The church of God in ancient times

was in great distress. A great army of
the king of Canaan with Sisera as their
general were encamped before God's
people. Deborah, a prophetess in
Israel, and Barak were called of God to
defend His church. Deborah accom-
panied the army into battle. "And
Sisera gathered together all his chari-
ots, even nine hundred chariots of iron,
and all the people that were with him,
from Harosheth of the Gentiles unto
the river of Kishon. And Deborah said
unto Barak, Up; for this is the day in
which the Lord hath delivered Sisera
into thine hand: is not the Lord gone
out before thee? So Barak went down
from mount Tabor, and ten thousand
men after him. And the Lord discom-
fited Sisera, and all his chariots, and all
his host, with the edge of the sword
before Barak; so that Sisera lighted
down off his chariot, and fled away on
his feet. But Barak pursued after the
chariots, and after the host, unto Haro-
sheth of the Gentiles: and all the host
of Sisera fell upon the edge of the
sword; and there was not a man left."
Judges 4:13-16

The only one to escape alive from
the battle was Sisera. After he ran from
the camp of his defeated army, Jael, wife
of Heber, put a nail through his head.
God used a woman to defeat His ene-
mies. In this battle Meraz did not come
up to the help of the Lord. He waited to
see how the battle would go. Doing
nothing, he remained neutral, and was
cursed with the curse of God.
Many Seventh-day Adventists

today are like Meroz, doing nothing in
the time of emergency. Few, very few,
carry a burden for the souls of men.
God speaks through His prophet: "The

salvation of souls is of greater con-
sequence than the whole world. One
soul saved, to live throughout the ages
of eternity, to praise God and the
Lamb, is of more value than millions in
money. Wealth sinks into insignifi-
cance when compared with the worth
of souls for whom Christ died. You are
a cautious man and will not move
rashly. Sacrifice for the truth, and be-
come rich toward God. May the Lord
help you to move as fast as you should
and place the right estimate upon eter-
nal things....

"As an illustration of the failure on
your part to come up to the work of
God, as was your privilege, I was re-
ferred to these words: 'Curse ye
Meraz, said the angel of the Lord,
curse ye bitterly the inhabitants
thereof; because they came not to the
help of the Lord, to the help of the
Lord against the mighty.' Judges 5:23.
What had Meroz done? Nothing. And
this was their sin. They came not up to
the help of the Lord against the
mighty." Ibid., vol. 2, 246-247
Again these words of rebuke:

"What astonishing deception and fear-
ful blindness had, like a dark cloud,
covered Israel! This blindness and
apostasy had not closed about them
suddenly; it had come upon them
gradually as they had not heeded the
word of reproof and warning which the
Lord had sent to them because of their
pride and their sins. And now, in this
fearful crisis, in the presence of the
idolatrous priests and the apostale
king, they remained neutral. If God
abhors one sin above another, of which
His people are guilty, it is doing noth-
ing in case of an emergency. Indiffer-
ence and neutrality in a religious crisis
is regarded of God as a grievous crime
and equal to the very worst type of
hostility against God." Ibid., vol. 3,
280-281

"Christ's followers have no right to
stand on the ground of neutrality. There
is more hope of an open enemy than of

Continued on 23
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The Role ofLeadership in
Revival and Reformation

I F we were asked why the Lord has notyet returned, most of us Seventh-day
Adventists would reply that we have not
yet carried the gospel to the whole world.
This statement is true, but it leaves unex-
plained the deeper reason that God has not
been able to use us to finish His work on
the earth. The servant of the Lord gives us
the reason in a few words. "We may have
to remain here in this world because of
insubordination many more years, as did
the children of Israel." Evangelism, 696

''For forty years did unbelief, murrnw-
ing, and rebellion shut out ancient Israel
from the land of Canaan. The same sins
have delayed the entrance ofmodern Israel
into the heavenly Canaan. In neither case
were the promises ofGod at fault. It is the
unbelief, the worldliness, unconsecration,
and strife among the Lord's professed
people !hal have kept us in this world of sin
and sorrow so many years." Ibid.

Unbelief in and murmuring against
the divine directives as to how we as a

people are to carry out God's work on
this earth is rebellion and insubordina-
tion. God cannot equip His people to
finish His work by the outpouring of the
latter-rain Holy Spirit until we show
owselves willing to follow the Holy
Spirit's guidance in the Scriptures and
the Spirit of Prophecy.

The 'Due Witness of Revelation 3,
prophesied that the remnant church-
Laodicea-would have great difficulty
in perceiving its spiritual condition.
With our rapid church growth to six and
one half million members and progres-
sive institutions belting the globe, it is
indeed hard to understand how we are
"wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked." Revelation 3:17
"If all of those who come together

for meetings of edification and prayer
could be regarded as true worshipers,
then might we hope, though much
would still remain to be done for us. But
it is in vain to deceive ourselves. Things
are far from being what the appearance
would indicate. From a distant view
much may appear beautiful which, upon
close examination, will be found full of
deformities. The prevailing spirit of our
time is that of infidelity and apostasy-
a spirit of pretended illumination be-
cause of a knowledge of the truth, but in
reality of the blindest presumption.
There is a spirit of opposition to the
plain Word of God and to the testimony
of His Spirit. There is a spirit of
idolatrous exaltation of mere human
reason above the revealed wisdom of
God." Testimonies for tire Church, vol.
5, 79

In evaluating ow condition before
God we must keep in mind that external
measwements of a religious organization
are deceptive and wueliable. Jehovah's
Witnesses and the Mormons both have
membership growth andmaterial prosper-
ity similar to ours. However, we know
that the true movement of God is recog-
nized not by outward appearance but by
whether or not it is in harmony with
divine directives. Only the religious
movement based on a "Thus saith the
Lord" is the Lord's movement. The irony
and tragedy of our situation is that we
indeed do have divine directives of how to
do the Lord's work, but to a great extent
we have been, and are today, in disobe-
dience and rebellion to many of those
directives. A disobedient movement that
has received great light is in a more
serious situation than a disobedient move-
ment that has received lesser light. Such a

I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Any disobedience in our personal lives or in
our church work is a usurpation of Christ's
authority

condition of modem Israel today justifies
a comparison with ancient Israel.

"You are following the same path as
d!1 ancien! Israel. ... Your neglect to
foil1W the light will place you in a more
unfa'orable position than the Jews upon
whoIT. Christ pronounced a woe." Ibid.,
75-76

UThe sin of ancient Israel was in
disregardi.<1g the expressed will of God
and following their own way according
to the leadings of unsanctified hearts.
Modern Israel are fast following in their
footsteps, and the displeasure of the
Lord is as surely resting upon them."
Ibid., 94

It is possible to here remind our-
selves of only a few of the many divine
Spirit of Prophecy counsels to which we
are presently to a great extent in disobe-
dience.

1. "I wish to tell you that soon there
will be no work done in ministerial lines
but medical missionary work. The work
ofaminister is to minister. Our ministers
are to work on the gospel plan of minis-
tering. It has been presented to me that
all through America there are barren
fields. As I traveled through the South
on my way to the Conference, I saw city
after city that was unworked. What is the
matter? The ministers are hovering over
churches, which know the truth, while
thousands are perishing out of Christ. If
the proper instruction were given, if the
proper methods were followed, every
church member would do his work as a
member of the body. He would do
Christian missionary work. But the
churches are dying, and they want a
minister to preach to them. They should
be taught to bring a faithful tithe to God,
that He may strengthen and bless them.
They should be brought into working
order, that the breath of God may come
to them. They should be taught that
unless they can stand alone, without a
minister, they need to be converted
anew, and baptized anew. They need to
be born again." The General Conference
Bulletin, April 12, 1901

2. "The Holy Spirit never has, and
never will in the future, divorce the
medical missionary work from the
gospel ministry. They can not be
divorced. Bound up with Jesus Christ,
the ministry of the Word and the healing
of the sick aTe one." Special Testimonies,
Series B, No.7, 64

3. "Let the foundation of a strong
constitution be laid in early life. Parents
should be the only teachers of their

children, until they are eight or ten years
of age." FundnmentalsofChristian Edu-
cation, 61

4. "Some of the most popular amuse-
ments, such as football and boxing, have
become schools of brutality. They are
developing the same characteristics as
did the games of ancient Rome. The love
of domination, the pride in mere brute
force, the reckless disregard of life, are
exerting upon the youth a power to
demoralize that is appalling.

"Other athletic games, though not so
brutalizing, are scarcely less objection-
able because of the excess to which they
are carried. They stimulate the love of
pleasure and excitement, thus fostering a
distaste for useful labor, a disposition to
shun practical duties and responsibili-
ties. They tend to destroy a relish for
life's sober realities and its tranquil en-
joyments. Thus the door is opened to
dissipation and lawlessness, with their
terrible results." Education, 210--211

5. "In the work of educating the
youth in our schools, it will be a difficult
matter to retain the influence of God's
Holy Spirit and at the same time hold
fast to erroneous principles. The light
shining upon those who have eyes to
see, cannot be mingled with the darkness
of heresy and error found in many of the
textbooks recommended to the students
in our colleges. Both teachers and pupils
have thought that in order to obtain an

education, it was necessary to study the
productions of writers who teach infidel-
ity, because their works contain some
bright gems of thought. But who was the
originator of these gems of thought?-It
was God and God alone; for He is the
source of all light. Are not all things
essential for the health and growth of the
spiritual and moral nature found in the
pages of Holy Writ? Is not Christ our
living head? And are not we to grow up
in Him to the full stature of men and
women? Can an impure fountain send
forth sweet waters? Why should we

wade through the mass of error con-
tained in the works of pagans and in-
fidels, for the sake of obtaining the
benefit of a few intellectual truths, when
all truth is at our command?" Fun-
damentals ofChristian Education, 167

6. "The small storybooks that are
being handled by our people-what are
they? Many of them contain nothing of
more value than can be obtained in any
bookstore. We have books of great
value, which should be recommended to
the people; but it pains me to see our
papers recommending and our people
handling so many storybooks. These
books may be excellent in some ways,
but they do not contain the knowledge
we should hunger and thirst to obtain in
this period of the earth's history." The
Publishing Ministry, 212

7. "The cities are to be worked from
outposts. Said the messenger of God,
'Shall not the cities be warned? Yes; not
by God's people living in them, but by
their visiting them, to warn them ofwhat
is coming upon the earth.'

"Repeatedly the Lord has instructed
us that we aTe to work the cities from
outpost centers. In these cities we are to
have houses of worShip, as memorials
for God; but institutions for the publica-
tion of our literature, for the healing of
the sick, and for the training of workers,
are to be established outside the cities.
Especially is it important that our youth

be shielded from the temptations of city
life." Selected Messages, book 2,358

It is a serious matter to remain in
disobedience to God's directives. 1b place
man's opinions, man's plans, man's
methods and programs above a "Thus
saith the Lord" is indeed insubordination.
1b operate God's work contrary to His
revealed will is to place man in Christ's
position as Head of the church. Any
disobedience in our personal lives or in
our church work is a usurpation of
Christ's authority. 1b lead another by
word, work or example to disobey or
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There is need now of men who are firm and
fearless in declaring the whole counsel of God;
men who will not sleep as do others, but watch
and be sober

ignore a "Thus saith the Lord" is to insert
our example or counsel between the
authority of God and that person. Such
activity is co-operation with the great
usurper in the great controversy. Great are
the perils of human power for those in
positions of trust among God's people.
Solemn are the responsibilities of those
leading God's people to follow human
plans, methods and devisings contrary to
God's expressed will, thus making of
none effect the Spirit of Prophecy which
is the "very last deception ofSatan" for us
as a people. See Selecred Messages, book
1,48

The Spirit of the Lord tells us what
our greatest need today is. "A revival of
true godliness among us is the greatest
and most urgent of all our needs. To seek
this should be our first work." Ibid., 121

Indeed our greatest need is for cor-
porate and individual repentance, re-
vival and reformation. How can this be
brought about? A study of the revival
and reformation that took place under
the reign of King Josiah can reveal some
concepts that it would be well for us to
follow. We wiII list here some of the
examples given by past leadership of
God's people in the steps to revival and
reformation. (For the fun story see the
EIIen G. White article "Lessons From
Josiah's Reign" in this issue and Proph-
ets and Kings, 381-406.)

1. The condition of God's church in
Josiah's time was such that the true-hearted
questioned whether God's plans for His
chosen people could ever be fulfilled.
Humanly it appeared "almost impossible."

2. The neglected book of the law of
Josiah's time was the ceremonial laws
written by Moses with the instructions
sent of God as to how laity and leader-
ship were to live and work for the Lord.

3. Upon learning what the Spirit of
Prophecy, written many years before,
said regarding how the Lord's work was
to be conducted he did not dismiss it
with "times have changed."
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4. As the temporal head of God's
people, Josiah recognized that it was his
work to implement God's instructions
given through the prophets. He used his
position to exalt the principles of the
Lord's written will.

5. Josiah recognized the vast treasure
of knowledge in the neglected Spirit of
Prophecy of his day as a "powerful ally
in the work of reform."

6. Josiah purposed to break with the
pattern of disobedience to God's will of
the preceding administrations.

7. Josiah conferred honor upon the
oracles of God by appointing the most

prominent leaders of his administration
to search out the Lord's counsels.

8. The king left nothing undone on
his part that might effect a reformation.

9. Josiah called a general assembly
of leaders and laity.

a. Rather than preaching, Josiah
considered it his highest duty to read
to the assembly from the neglected
Spirit of Prophecy.
b. The temporal head of God's

people led out in the general public
discussion, resulting in confession
and repentance of personal and cor-
porate transgression.
c. Josiah led the leaders and the

laity in a public covenant of obe-
dience to the Lord's instructions.
The response was more hearty than
he had dared hope for.
10. The decision for revival and re-

formation was commemorated by an
organization-wide spiritual feast at
which the offerings flowed freely.

11. Josiah led out in the removing of
the spiritual leaders who would not par-
ticipate in the revival and reformation.

12. The king led out in the removal
of the public evidences of past disobe-
diences to the Lord's instructions.

13. Josiah carried the revival and
reformation to the outlying locations of
God's people.

The Bible says that there was no king

before or after like unto King Josiah in
turning to the Lord with all his heart and
soul. See 2 Kings 23:25-26

The God of Josiah's day is the same
God of our day. Josiah's generation was
tested on its obedience to God's instruc-
tions of how to worship, work and live
as given to them through their prophet
Moses. Satan's final deception for us
today is to make of none effect the
instructions of how to worship, work
and live for Christ that He has sent
through the prophet Enen G. White.

"We arc repeating the history of that
people.... There is need now of men
who are firm and fearless in declaring
the whole counsel of God; men who will
not sleep as do others, but watch and be
sober." Testimonies, voL 5, 160

It has been said that very little is
accomplished by the organization or
leadership's voting for the church to have
revival and reformation. This assertion is
true if it is our perception that it is not
leadership but the members who are in
rebellion and apostasy to God's direc-
tions. However, if our eyes arc truly open,
it is clear that not only are many members
living contrary to the directions of God,
but that much ofwhat church leadership is
carrying out in the programs and institu-
tions of the remnant organization is
directly contrary to, or in place of, specific
counsels from the Lord through the Spirit
of Prophecy. There is serious disregard
for God's instructions of how to carry out
or operate His end-time work.
If the administrators and leaders of

our institutions and church organizations
were to vote to repent and turn from the
past disobediences to God's instruc-
tions; if they were to vote to operate
Ihese institutions and programs of the
church in God's way there would be a
revival and reformation in the operation
of the Lord's work. The leadership could
then in sincerity challenge and lead the
laity in a return to primitive godtiness
through a return to a respect for, and
obedience to, the Spirit of Prophecy.
Revival and reformation can be brought
to the Laodicean church by the vote and
precept of those who are leaders in that
church.

The right way (righteousness by
faith in His counsel) to operate God's
institutions and programs is to do so
according to His way. Th do His work in
ways contrary to His divine directions is
to do it man's way. It involves putting
the opinion and wisdom of self above
that of God. Man's way is to formulate



It is not the Holy Spirit who inspires us when
we make decisions contrary to His previously
expressed will

"right ways" (righteousness or right
doing) that are as filthy rags and make
him "naked" in the eyes of the TIue
Witness.

To pray in our committees and board
meetings for God to give us His wisdom,
guidance and blessing and then make
decisions opposed to the counsel and
direction of the Spirit of Prophecy is to
make a mockery of the Holy Spirit.
When making decisions in the Lord's
work we should first study and review
that which the Holy Spirit has already
given us through His prophet, and then
we are to pray for faith, wisdom and
guidance as to how to carry out the
instructions already given. It is not the
Holy Spirit who inspires us when we
make decisions contrary to His pre-
viously expressed will.

"Many are Laodiceans, living in a
spiritual self-deception. They clothe
themselves in the garments of their own
righteousness." The Sevellth-day Advent-
isr Bible Commenrary, vol. 7, %2. Over
the years, in many of the actions taken to
give direction to our work, leadership has
robed itself with garments of their own
righteousness, (their own ways and not
God's ways of doing things).

"If God has given me a message to
bear to His people, those who would
hinder me in the work and lessen the
faith of the people in its truth are not
fighting against the instrument, but
against God. It is not the instrument
whom you slight and insult, but God,
who has spoken to you in these warnings
and reproofs. It is hardly possible for
men to offer a greater insult to God than
to despise and reject the instrumentali-
ties that He has appointed to lead them.

"It is not alone those who openly
reject the Testimonies, or who cherish
doubt concerning them, that are on
dangerous ground. To disregard light is
to reject it." Testimonies, vol. 5, 680

It is a serious thing to be a leader in
God's Laodicean church. A leadership role
is nOl to be sought after or accepted lightly.
''The spirit manifested by the leaderwill be,
to a great extenl, reflected by the people."
Christiall Service, 177. "Thewatchmen are
responsible for the condition of the
people." Testimonies, vol. 5, 235

Not only is leadership responsible
for its own administrative insubordina-
tion, il also has the double responsibility
of Ihe laity's disobedience to God's
directives. In general the people rise no
higher than the leaders. The message of
the Faithful and 'frue Witness found in

Revelation 3:14-22 is popularly referred
to as the message to the church of
Laodicea. In reality it is written to, and is
a description of, the ministry of the
remnant church. Tho long has the condi-
tion and rebuke been misapplied by
applying it primarily to the membership.
The responsibilty for the participation of
the membership in the Laodicean state
lies at the feet of the watchmen who
have either led them into, or permitted
them to wander into, disobedience.

"And unto the angel [ministers] of the
church of the Laodiceans write; These
things saith the Amen, the faithful and
true witness, the beginning of the creation
of God; I know thy works, that thou art
neither cold nor hot: I would that thou
wert cold or hot. So then because thou art
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will
spew thee out of my mouth. Because thou
sayest, I am rich, and increased with
goods, and have need of nothing; and thou
knowest not that thou art wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked." Revelation 3:14-17. The Faithful
and True Witness indeed speaks strongly
and unequivocally.

"There are some who in the past
have had a correct experience, but who
have changed leaders. Not all, but many
have been beguiled. There are leaders
who, before God can own and accept
them, must first be converted, and led
back to God. The beauty of His holiness
is eclipsed by their unsanctified words
and acts. They are strangers to God.
They have no union with Him.

''Those leaders and teachers who refuse
to follow Christ place themselves under the
guidance of the evil angels. Some have
already done this, and some, without severe
chastisement from God, will never break
the spell that is upon them.

"The Laodicean message must be
given with earnestness and power, as a
message from heaven. If it be ignored, the
Lord will certainly cast away from Him
those whose spiritual condition is so ob-

jectionable. Christ declares that preten-
tious piety is nauseating to Him. To the
ones so full of self-sufficiency He says, 'I
know thy works, that thou art neither cold
nor hot.' Their works are opposed to the
holy principles ofGod's Word.

"My brethren and sisters, will you
take heed to the word of the Lord? Will
you listen to His rebuke? If, after men in
positions of responsibility have been
warned and reproved by the Lord, they
continue to follow their own way, afflic-
tion will come upon them. God chastens
them, giving them opportunity after op-
portunity to repent. If they utterly refuse
to repent, and are determined to listen to
the sophistries of the enemy, they are
left to their own course of action, and
will surely perish in their sins; for God
will not be triflcd wilh. Sufficient light
and evidence will be given to every soul.
If men are overcome by the enemy, it
will be because they have hardened their
hearts, refusing to listen to the voice of
God. Will men hear the word of the
Lord, or will they, through yielding to
temptation, refuse to hear until it be-
comes impossible for them to discern

between good and evil?" Special Tes-
timonies, Series B, No.2, 31
"Men may get up scheme after

scheme, and the enemy will seek to
seduce souls from the truth, but aU who
believe that the Lord has spoken through
Sister White, and has given her a mes-
sage, will be safe from the many delu-
sions that will come in these last days."
Selected Messages, book 3, 83-84

uOne thing is certain: Those Seventh-
day Adventists who take their stand under
Satan's bannerwill first give up their faith
in the warnings and reproofs contained in
the Thstimonies ofGod's Spirit." Ibid., 84

Satan's "last deception" for the rem-
nant church has had terrible success. We
are living in the last days. Time is
running out. It is too late for smooth
words that skirt the issues. Pointed tes-

Continued on 24
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2. Th become a part of Abraham's
seed was to become part of God's
chosen people, a part of God's church.
The Jews were what we would call today
God's true church; see Genesis 17:7 and
Acts 7:38.

3. To be a part of Abraham's seed
was to become automatically an heir to
everlasting life. See Genesis 17:7-8;
Hebrews 11: l(}...16.

4. But if you were cut off from
Abraham's seed, you had no assurance
of everlasting life. For examples, see
Genesis 17:14; Leviticus 23:29; Num-
bers 9:13; Psalm 37:9, 22, 28, 34, 38.

5. How was a person cut off from
Israel and who cut him off? See Num-
bers 15:30-31; Leviticus 22:3; 23:29-
30.

The Lord is clearly the one who cuts
one off from being part of His chosen
people (compare John 15:1-2). In
Moses' time, even when serious pre-
sumptuous offenses occurred, the Lord
was consulted and the Lord Himself
made the decision when a person should
be cut off; see Numbers 15:30-35.
Thday, Jesus is the High Priest in the
heavenly sanctuary and He is the one
who cuts off those who do not believe.
See Revelation 3:5 and John 5:19-27.

But in the Old Covenant there was a
type of everything in the New Covenant.
For example, leprosy was a type of sin
and the cleansing of the leper was done
by the priest; see Leviticus 14.

The Lord had given to Israel the
Urim and the Thurnmim; see Numbers
27:21. But Israel at various times went
into apostasy, and when they rejected
God and followed the ways of the
heathen, God did not answer them any-
more through the Urim and the Thum-
mim. For an example of this see
1 Samuel 28:6.
In Christ's day it had been a long

time since the Lord had guided His
people by prophets or other supernatural
means, such as the Vrim and the Thum-
mirn. What did they do then?

The priests still passed sentence
which cut off people from Israel. They
could not still execute the death sen-
tence, but they could cut a person off
from the church and thereby cause him
to lose eternal life. (This was their
belief.)

This supposed power to cut a person
off from Israel and from the church and

The Fear of the Jews
THEN the Jews sought Him at the

feast, and said, 'Where is He?' And
there was much murmuring among the
people concerning Him. Some said, 'He
is good'; others said, 'No, on the con-
trary, He deceives the people.' How-
ever, no one spoke openly of Him for
fear of the Jews." John 7:11-13. (All
texts are from the New King James
Version.) No one spoke openly of Jesus
because of fear of the Jews. This fear
was profound. They were afraid to even
talk about what they were thinking
about. These church members were

afraid of other church members, so
afraid that they could not even speak of
certain subjects openly. What was this
fear of the Jews?

The fear of the Jews was based on
the following beliefs:

1. Genesis 17:2-14: Divine promises
had been made to Abraham and his seed.
Abraham had been promised an ever-
lasting possession. He understood this in
the most literal sense--that this everlast-
ing possession was not just for this life
but for the future life--everlasting life
(see Hebrews 11:10).
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In Jesus' day unless one could overcome his
fear of the Jews he could not become a
follower of Jesus of Nazareth

thereby cut off his hope of having ever-
lasting life gave the Pharisees and the
priests tremendous power. They were so
powerful that they succeeded in keeping
many who were convinced of the truth-
fulness of Christ's words from following
their convictions of truth. Thc parents of
the man born blind refused to confess
Christ's power, for the Jews had agreed
already that if anyone confessed that He
was Christ, he would be put out of the
synagogue. John 9:22. Nevertheless,
even among the rulers many believed in
Him, but because of the Pharisees they
did not confess Him, lest they should be
put out of the synagogue. See John
12:42-43

In Jesus' day unless one could over-
cOllie his feor of rhe Jews he could 1101
become a follower ofJesus ofNazaretlz.
MiUions and millions of precious souls
have lost eternal life because of the fear
of the Jews.

In the time of the apostles the fear of
the Jews had to be broken down in order
for any Jew to remain part of God's
chosen people.
The apostles, Jesus Himself, and

John the Baptist all had to attack this
problem. The fear of the Jews was based
on truth, but truth can be placed in a
false context and thereby can become
the most insidious and dangerous decep-
tion.
John the Baptist attacked the philos-

ophy on which the fear of the Jews was
buill: "And do not think to say to your-
selves, We have Abraham as Ollf father,
for I say to you that God is able to raise
up childrcn to Abraham from these
stones." Matthew 3:9. They said, in ef-
fcct, We are Abraham's children, mem-
bers of the true church, the chosen
people ofGod, and John the Baptist said,
in effect, Do not say that! Do not say that
you are Abraham's children. Do not say
that you are members of thc true church.
Do not say that you are God's chosen
people. Don't even think that because

you are not! "John declared to the Jews
that their standing before God was to be
decided by their character and life. Pro-
fession was worthless. If their life and
character were not in harmony with
God's law, they were not His people.'"

The fear of the Jews was built on a
false understanding of something that in
itself was true. It was true that to become
Abraham's seed was to have everlasting
life, but they thought it was the literal
seed that counted, and John the Baptist
said that this counted for nothing-pro-
fession counted for nothing. It was char-
acter that counted, and God could raise
up from the stones (Gentiles-people
spiritually dead) people who would have

the character of Abraham and therefore
be in the most literal sense Abraham's
spiritual children. John the Baptist said
that it was character likeness or spiritual
rclationship to Abraham that counted,
not an outward relationship of profes-
sion (or of the flesh).

Jesus attacked the philosophy upon
which the fear of the Jews was based in
even stronger language. "I know that
you are Abraham's descendants, but
you seek to kill Me, because My word
has no place in you. I speak what I
have seen with My Father, and you do
what you have seen with your father."
They answered and said to Him,
"Abraham is our father." Jesus said to
them, "[f you were Abraham's chil-
dren, you would do the works of

Abraham. But now you seek to kill Me,
a Man who has told you the truth
which I heard from God. Abraham did
not do this. You do the deeds of your
father." Then they said to Him, "We
were not born of fornication; we have
onc Father-God." Jesus said to them,
"If God were your Father, you would
love Me, for [ proceeded forth and
came from God, nor have I come of
Myself, but He sent Me. Why do you
not understand My speech? Because
you are not able to listen to My word.
You are of your father the devil, and
the desires of your father you want to
do. He was a murdcrer from the begin-
ning, and does not stand in the truth,

because there is no truth in him. When
he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own
resources, for he is a liar and the father
of it." John 8:37-44. Jesus acknowl-
edged that they were the descendants
of Abraham according to the flesh, but
He denied that they were the children
of promise; He denied that they were
Abraham's spiritual seed; He denied
that they were part of the church;
rather Jesus said plainly that they were
of the synagogue of Satan. Jesus here
made it plain that it was spiritual or
character likeness that counted.

"The Pharisees had declared them-
selves the children ofAbraham. Jesus told
them that this claim could bc established
only by doing the works of Abraham. The
true children of Abraham would live, as

Jews' Teaching
Promises to literal seed
If circumcised you are part of seed.
To become Abraham's seed is to have everlasting life.
Must keep ceremonies to be part of the seed.
One is cut off from the seed if he accepts Christ.
If one is cut off from the synagogue he is cut off from Israel.
The visible relationship is what counts.
The outward relationship is what counts.

Apostles' Teaching
Promises only to spiritual seed.
If one is Christ's he is Abraham's spiritual seed.
Only by becoming the spiritual seed can one have life.
Must not keep ceremonies to be part of the seed.
One is cut off from the seed if he rejects Christ.
If one is cut off from Christ he is cut off from [srael.
The spiritual relationship is what counts.
The inward relationship is what counts.

The Fear of/he Jews versus the teaching ofthe Apostles
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In other words, it is impossible for any person
or group of persons who do not have a
Christlike character to actually cast a person
out of the real church

he did, a life of obedience to God. They
would not try to kill One who was speak-
ing the truth that was given Him from
God. In plotting against Christ, the rabbis
were not doing the works of Abraham. A
mere lineal descent from Abraham was of
no value. Without a spiritual connection
with Him, which would be manifested in
possessing the same spirit, and doing the
same works, they were not His children."
All emphasis supplied2

Paul was constantly beset by the
philosophy that caused the fear of the
Jews, and he has filled not a small part of
the New Thstament with attacks against
this philosophy.

1. Paul repeatedly wrote that it was
not the literal seed (the outward seed or
a profession of faith) that made one a
descendant of Abraham but rather the
spiritual relationship. For example, see
Romans 9:3-8.

2. To become part of Abraham's seed
is to become part of God's chosen
people. Not the literal seed but the spir-
itual is counted as Abraham's real de-
scendants. See Romans 2:28-29; 4:13-
17; 9:3-8, and Galatians 3:7.

3. To be part of Abraham's seed, a
person became baptized, and when he
had the spiritual experience symbolized
by this act he became the spiritual seed
of Abraham-he had a character and a
spiritual experience like that of
Abraham. See Galatians 3:26-29

4. If one were cut off from being
Abraham's seed he had no hope of
eternal life. Paul taught that the ones
who were to be cut off and actually had
no hope of everlasting life were the ones
who had the profession or outward rela-
tionship but not the spiritual relation-
ship. Paul's understanding of who was
cut off was exactly opposite to that of
the Jews. Those who the Jews thought
were cut off Paul said were the only true
children of Abraham, and those who the
Jews thought were the children of
Abraham were cut off, according to the
apostle Paul. See Galatians 4:21-5:6.
Paul said, in effect, those who are cast-
ing you out are really the ones who are
not part of the church.

5. Paul taught that God was the one
who cut a person off. See Romans 11:21.
In Christ's day the fear of the Jews had to
be overeome to follow Jesus. In the apos-
tles' day the fear of the Jews had to be
destroyed in order to be part of the church.

The fear of the Jews did not stop in
the days of the apostles: "I know your
works, tribulation, and poverty (but you
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are rich), and 1 know the blasphemy of
those who say they are Jews and are
nOl, but are a synagogue of Satan."
Revelation 2:9. This text does not refer
to literal Jews, but to spiritual Jews-to
those who because they are professed
Christians believe themselves to be
spiritual Israel. During the Dark Ages
the "fear of the JewsI' was responsible
for millions of people losing eternal
life. During the Dark Ages the "fear of
the Jews" was based on the following
partly true and partly false philosophy.

1. Promises of eternal life belong
only to those who are a part of the visible
body of Christ (Abraham's seed).

2. The body of Christ is His church
which He founded in A.D. 31.

3. Jesus gave to His church the
authority to bind and to loose.

4. Th be cut off from church was to
lose eternal life. This was done by ex-
communication and mass excom-
munications called interdiction.

What Was the Apostles' Position on
the Above Philosophy?

1. The promises of eternal life are for
those who are a part of the body of
Christ, but who is part of the body of
Christ? It is the spiritual relationship and
not the visible profession that makes one
a part of the body of Christ. See Ephe-
sians 5:25-32

2. The body of Christ is His church
which He founded since the beginning
of time. There has been only one church
since the beginning of time. The apos-
tolic church was not a new church, and
the Seventh-day Adventist Church is not
a new church, founded in the nineteenth
century. The Adventist Church is but the
remnant of the church that has existed
since the beginning of time. See Revela-
tion 12 and the first Chapter of The Acts
of the Apostles.

3. The power to bind and loose is
given to all Christians (see 1 Corinthians

5 and Matthew 18:15-20), but a person
is not a Christian unless he is Christlike
in character (see 1 John 3). In other
words, it is impossible for any person or
group of persons who do not have a
Christlike character to actually cast a
person out of the real church.
There never could be revival or re-

formation until the fear of the Jews was
broken. Many Roman Catholics ab-
horred the apostasy which had engulfed
the Christian world, and they wrote and
preached about the need of revival and
reformation, but reformation was irn·
possible. Every time revival and refor-
mation started, the church threatened
excommunication (the equivalent of
putting one out of the synagogue). Re-

vival and reformation could never come
until the fear of the Jews was overcome.

In Jesus' time one had to overcome
his fear of the Jews to follow Jesus. In
the Dark Ages and the time of the
Reformers one had to overcome his
"fear of the Jews" to follow truth; see
John 14:6. It was impossible for the
Reformation to succeed as long as
people thought they would lose eternal
life if the church excommunicated them.
The "fear of the Jews" had to be broken
before the Reformation could succeed.
Until men understood who and what the
church was according to the New Testa-
ment there could be no Reformation.
People could see that the men who were
operating the church were wicked, but
they said the church is holy. Those who
were following the doctrines and teach-
ings of the church were evil, but they
said the church is righteous.

Again, as in the days of Christ, men
had mistaken profession for character,
the symbols for the substance, the forms
and rituals for the reality. Again
mankind had to learn that if the character
does not conform to the profession all
the professions in the world are worse
than meaningless. If one's character
does not conform to his profession he is



The Truth About tbe Cburch That Brings Liberty in Christ

1. The church is spiritual Israel; sec Revelation 7:4;
Romans 9:6; Galatians 3:7.

2. It is the children of promise ollly that are counted as
Israel; sec Romans 9:8.

3. Being part of the church involves an invisible connec-
tion with Christ; see Ephesians 5:31-32.

4. Being part of the church involves a vital union with
Christ; see Ephesians 5:32; John 15:1-7.

5. This connection is inward; see Romans 2:28-29.

6. Being part of the church involves a connection to Christ
by faith that works by love, righteousness by faith; see
Galatians 5:6; Romans 4:13-17.

7. This invisible, vital, inward connection by faith is the
ollly thing that makes a person really part of the church; see
Romans 2:28-29.

8. The above is what real church membership is; see
Romans 2:28-29.

9. The church member's name is written in heaven; see
Hebrews 12:23.

10. A person's character is what makes him a Christian
and therefore part of spiritual Israel; sec Galatians 3:2&-29.

11. The above makes one Abraham's seed spiritually; see
Galatians 3:29.

12. Everyone who has the above characteristics is a
Christian in reality; see Romans 2:28-29.

13. Those who possess the above characteristics compose
the church; see Revelation 12.

14. Paul uses Isaac to represent the church. One must be
born of the Spirit to be part of the church in reality; see
Romans 9:7; Galatians 4:28-29.

15. Jerusalem above, which is not secn, is the mother of us
all. This is the headquarters of the church; see Galatians 4:26.

16. If one loses what is described here he is lost; see John
15.

17. Ifone has what is described here it results in freedom-
heirs of the promise; see Galatians 5:1-7.

18. Church membership is a matter of the heart and the
spirit; see Romans 2:28-29; John 3:7-8; Galatians 4:4-7.

Fear of the Jews

1. Israel (the church) is what one can see; look in Romans
9:6.

2. Israel is what one can humanly determine-after the
flesh; see Romans 2, 4, 9.

3. Church membership requires a visible connection; see
John 9.

4. The visible connection is a superficial union; see John
12:40-42.

5. This connection is outward; see Romans 2:28-29.

6. The connection is made and maintained by outward
observances, according to the law; see book of Galatians.

7. The connection is only apparent; see Romans 2:28-29.

8. Outward church membership makes one part of Israel,
(the church); see Romans 2:28-29.

9. Member's names are written in church books on earth;
see Romans 2:28-29.

10. Profession is what makes one a member; sec Romans 9.

11. Profession does not make one Abraham's seed in
reality (but the Jews and millions or Christians have fallen for
the delusion that the outward visible profession was what
counted); see Romans 9:7.

12. What is described in this column does not make one a
Christian; see The Upward Look, 28.

13. What is described in this column can make one counted
on earth as Abraham's seed and an outward member of the
church.

14. What is described in this column is symbolized by
Ishmael in Galatians.

15. What is described in this column bas a headquarters
that can be seen here on earth-Jerusalem; see Galatians 4:25.

16. One can lose all of this and be saved; see John 9.

17. The experience described above by itself results in
Slavery-bond sons; see Galatians 4, 5.

18. This experience is according to the letter-one ean see
it; see Romans 2:28-29.

The TrUlh About the Church versus the Fear ofthe Jews
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living a lie, and the devil's most
ful agents are men and women who
profess to be Christians but who are
unlike Christ in character.

"This principle bears with equal
weight upon a question that has long
agitated the Christian world-the ques-
tion of apostolic succession. Descent
from Abraham was proved, not by name
and lineage, but by likeness of character.
So the apostolic succession rests not
upon the transmission of ecclesiastical
authority, but upon spiritual relation-
ship. A life actuated by the apostles'
spirit, the belief and teaching of the truth
they taught, this is the true evidence of
apostolic succession. This is what con-
stitutes men the successors of the first
teachers of the gospeI."3

I wonder, Have we learned and re-
tained the lesson the apostles had to learn?
I wonder, Have we learned and retained
the lesson the Reformers had to learn? [s
there any chance that in these last days the
devil has forgotten errors which he has
used so successfully in the time of Christ
and since that time to cause the loss of
countless millions of human beings?

In Summary
In the table on page 11 we have now

summarized in key phrases the differ-
ence between the liberty that is in Christ
that the apostles taught and the fear of
the Jews. The numbers correspond. (The
word "church" is always used in the
context and meaning of the "true
church," and the word "Israel" is used as
an equivalent for the word "church.")

When the church is rclatively pure as in
the days of the apostles and the profession
and the character are the same, then those
who arc the rcal members of the church
(first column or list) will also have most of
the external characteristics described in the
second column. But in times of apostasy
the true church members may be disfellow-
shiped and lose all e,,1ernal indications that
they belong to Christ and His church. They
are still the only real members-to really be
a member of the church (secRevelation 12)
one must have all the characteristics in the
first list, but in a time of apostasy he may
not have any of the characteristics in the
second list. In the time ofChrist one lost all
characteristics in the second list if he were
part of the true church. This has happened
myriads of times since then. "The trials of
the children oflsrael, and their attitude just
before the first coming ofChrist, have been
presented before me again and again to
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illustrate the position of the people of God
in their experience before the second com-
ing ofChrist."4

Special Note

Much confusion concerning the
word "church" has occurred because in
both the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy the
word "church" is commonly used to
refer both to the real church (list 1) and
to the professed church (list 2). Ob-
viously if everybody kept the ninth com-
mandment and never professed anything
out of harmony with his character he
would always be the same, but this is not
the case. Prophets and apostles must use
faulty human language to communicate
the truth and Ellen White was very clear
that the same word used in Scripture
docs not always mean the same thing.5

Ellen White also used the word
"church" as it is commonly used to refer to
local congregations, to refer to church
organizations (both Seventh-day Adventist
and other church organizations), to all
professed Christians in the world. However
when she defines what the church is she
defines it in terms oflist 1, see TheActs of
the Apostles, 11, and The Upward Look,
315: "God has a church. It is not ... the
various denominations." She frequently
uses it in this sense throughout herwritings.
The "church" is most clearly defined as
referring only to those who possess the
characteristics of list 1 in Revelation 12.
Many who are professed "Jews" are actu-
ally part of the synagogue of Satan-Rev-
elation 2:9-they arc not really part of the
body of Christ, or the church, at all. This
can be true of people in all churches
including the Seventh-day Adventist
Church.

Following are a few statements from
the pen of Ellen G. White on this subject.

"The decisiolls ofulljust judges will be
of110 aCCOLull in the court ofheaven. They
will not make an innocent man guilty nor
change his character in the least before
God. As surely as men in responsible
positions become lifted up in their own
esteem, and act as though they wete to
lord it over their brethren, they will render
decisions which Heaven cannot ratify.'>O

"A bare assent to the truth is not
Bible religion. Men do not become
Christians metely by having their names
written in the church books. This belief
is proving fatal to thousands upon thou-
sands. It does 1I0t displease Satall to
have allY number of names upon the
church books while the heart is not

brought into unity with Christ: he can
work through those who have the form of
godliness without the spirit andpower.,,7

lOit is the character, not the placing
of our names on the church books, that
makes us Christialls. ,,8

"In no gentle manner they thrust him
out of the synagogue. The sheep was cast
out of the fold for being a living witness to
the power of Christ. Many have been cast
out of tlte church whose names were
registered upon the book oflife. Wolves in
sheep's clothing were ready to cast out of
the fold and devour one who was entitled
to the Lord's pasture; but Jesus, the me
Shepherd, sought him, and gave him a
place within the fold.''''

"There are two kinds of connection
between the branches and the vine stock.
One is visible, but superficial. The other is
invisible and vital. So there is an apparent
union, amembership with the church, and
a profession of religion, which, though in
itself good, is too often unaccompanied
by saving faith in Jesus, or living obe-
dience to the commandments of God. The
branches that are connected with Christ,
the living vine, will make it manifest by
bearing much fruit in good works to the
glory of God. But the branches which
have nothing but an apparent lUlion, will
be fruitless.... The ruin of those who are
not connected with Christ, is as complete
as though they had no name to live; for
they are dead."IO

"Depending upon men has been the
great weakness of the church. Men have
dishonored God by failing to appreciate
His sufficiency, by coveting the influence
of men. Thus Israel became weak. The
people wanted to be like the other nations
of the wotld, and they asked for a king.
They desired 10 be guided by hWllan
power which they could see, rather than
by the divine, invisible power that tilltllen
had led and guided them, alld had givell
them victory ill battle. They made their
own choice, and the result was seen in the
destruction of Jerusalem and the disper-
sion of the nation."" 0

I The Desire ofAges, 107
1 Ibid., 466-467
J Ibid., 467
• Selected Messages, book 1,406
J See ibid., 20
6 Review and Herald, vol. 3,248
1 The YOllth's Instructor, 374
I The Up'ward Look, 28
Sig/lS of the Times, vol. 3, 82

10 Ibid., vol. 2, 232
II The Kress Collection, 57



Lessons FromJosiah's Reign
N IGHT before last, the experiences

and the work of Josiah, the king of
Israel, as recorded in the thirty-fourth
and thirty-fifth chapters of 2 Chronicles,
and the twenty-second and twenty-third
chapters of 2 Kings, were presented to
me as a lesson that I should bring to the
attention of this Conference.

"Josiah was eight years old when he
began to reign, and he reigned thirty and
one years in Jerusalem.... And he did that
which was right in the sight of the Lord,
and walked in all the way of David his
father, and turned not aside to the right
hand or to the left. And it came to pass in
the eighteenth year of king Josiah, that the

king sent Shaphan, ... the scribe, to the
house of the Lord, saying, Go up to
Hilkiah the high priest, that he may sum
the silver which is brought into the house
of the Lord, which the keepers of the door
have gathered of the people: and let them
deliver it into the hand of the docrs of the
work, ... which is in the house of the
Lord, to repair the breaches of the house,
unto carpenters, and builders, and ma-
sons, and to buy timber and hewn stone to
repair the house. Howbeit there was no
reckoning made wilh them of the money
thaI was delivered into their hand, be-
cause they dealt faithfully." 2 Kings
22:1-7

This record contains precious instruc-
tion for us. Born of a wicked father,
surrounded with temptations to follow in
his father's steps, wilh few counselors to
encourage him in the right way, Josiah
was true to the God of Israel. He did not
repeat his father's sin in walking in the
way of umighteousness. Although he had
not the advantages of the Christian paren-
tal influences that many of us have had, he
determined to climb upward, instead of
descending to the low level of sin and
degradation to which his father and
grandfather had descended. Warned by
their errors, he chose to walk in the right
way, and, though surrounded by wicked-
ness, he pressed in the upward path. His
course of obedience made it possible for
God to graft him from a wild olive tree to
a good olive tree, giving him grace to do
that which was right in the Lord's sight.
Thus he became a chosen vessel.

Josiah "turned not aside to the right
hand or to the left." As one who was to
occupy a position of trust, he resolved
ever to honor God, to obey the instruc-
tion that He had given. The only safety
for everyone in attendance at this Con-
ference, is to determine that he will walk
uprightly before God.

In the eighteenth year of Josiah's
reign, God chose him to superintend the
repairing oflhe temple. It was as this work
was being done that the book of the law
was found. Through some mismanage-
ment it had been lost, and the people had
been deprived of its instruction. Brethren,
have any of you lost the book of the law?
Have not many of us lost sight of the
precepts that are in the Holy Book?

Upon finding this book, "Hilkiah the
high priest said unto Shaphan the scribe,
I have found the book of the law in the
house of the Lord. And Hilkiah gave the
book to Shaphan, and he read it. ... And
Shaphan the scribe shewed the king,
saying, Hilkiah the priest hath delivered
me a book. And Shaphan read it before
the king. And it carne to pass, when the
king had heard the words of the book of
the law, that he rent his clothes." 2 Kings
22:8,10-11

The reading of the book of the law,
so long forgotten, made a deep impres-
sion upon the king's mind. He realized
that something must be done to bring
this law to the attention of the people,
and to lead them to conform their lives
to its teachings. By his own course of
action. he designed to show his respect
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In Josiah's day the Word of the Lord was as
binding, and should have been as strictly
enforced, as at the time it was spoken. And
today it is as binding as it was then

for the law. He humbled himself before
God, rending his clothes.

In his position as king, it was the
work of Josiah to carry out in the Jewish
nation the principles taught in the book
of the law. This he endeavored to do
faithfully. In the book of the law itself he
found a treasure of knowledge, a power-
ful ally in the work of reform. He did not
lay this book aside as something too
precious to be handled. Realizing that
the highest honor that could be placed on
God's law was to become a student of its
precepts, he diligently studied the an-
cient writing, and resolved to walk in the
light it shed upon his pathway.

When the law was first read to him,
Josiah had rent his clothes to signify to the
people that he was much troubled because
he had not known of this book before, and
that he was ashamed and painfully dis-
tressed because of the works and ways of
the people, who had transgressed God's
law. As he had in the past seen the idolatry
and the impiety existing among them, he
had been much troubled. Now as he read
in the book of the law of the punishment
that would surely follow such practices,
great sorrow filled his heart. Never before
had he so fully realized God's abhorrence
for sin.

Josiah's sorrow did not end with the
expression of words of repentance, or
with outward demonstrations of grief.
He bowed his heart in great humiliation
before God, because he knew the anger
of the Lord must be kindled against the
people. He rent his heart, as well as his
garments, for the dishonor shown to the
Lord God of heaven and earth. He real-
ized what the outcome must be; that
God's displeasure would come upon His
people.

An Investigation Instituted

The king did not pass the matter by
as of little consequence. Th the priests
and the other men in holy office he gave
the command, "Go ye, inquire of the
Lord for me, and for the people, and for
all Judah, concerning the words of this
book that is found: for great is the wrath
of the Lord that is kindled against us,
because our fathers have not harkened
unto the words of this book, to do ac-
cording unto all that which is written
concerning us." 2 Kings 22:13

Josiah did not say, "I knew nothing
about this book. These are ancient pre-
cepts, and times have changed." He ap-
pointed men to investigate the matter, and
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these men went to Huldah, the prophetess.
"And she said unto them, Thus saith the
Lord God of Israel, 'Jell the man that sent
you to me, Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I
will bring evil upon this place, and upon
the inhabitants thereof, even all the words
of the book which the king of Judah hath
read: because they have forsaken me, and
have burned incense unto other gods, that
they might provoke me to anger with all
the works of their hands; therefore my
wrath shall be kindled against this place,
and shall not be quenched, But to the king
of Judah which sent you to inquire of the
Lord, thus shall ye say to him, Thus saith
the Lord God of Israel, As touching the
words which thou hast heard; because
thine heart was tender, and thou hast
humbled thyself before the Lord, when
thou heardest what I spake against this
place, and against the inhabitants thereof,
that they should become a desolation and
a curse, and hast rent thy clothes, and
wept before me; I also have heard thee,
saith the Lord. Behold therefore, I will
gather thee unto thy fathers, and thou shalt
be gathered into thy grave in peace; and
thine eyes shall not see all the evil which I
will bring upon this place. And they
brought the king word again." 2 Kings
22:15-20

In Josiah's day the Word of the Lord
was as binding, and should have been as
strictly enforced, as at the time it was
spoken. And today it is as binding as it

was then. God is always true to His
Word. What should we do, we who have
had great light? The law has been kept
constantly before us. Time and again we
have heard it preached. The Lord's
anger is kindled against His people be-
cause of their disregard of His Word.
Conviction of soul should send us in
penitence to the foot of the cross, there
to pray with the whole heart, saying,
"What shall we do to be saved?
Wherewithal shall we come before the
Lord?" My brethren, inquire quickly,
before it is too late.

Josiah sent as messengers to the
prophetess, the highest and most honored
of the people. He sent the first men of his
kingdom-men who occupied high posi-
tions of trust in the nation. Thus he
conferred honor upon the oracles of God.

Apostasy Must Be Punished

God sent Josiah the word that
Jerusalem's ruin could not be averted.
Even if the people should humble them-
selves before God, they could not escape
their punishment. So long had their senses
been deadened by sinning against God,
that if the judgments had not come upon
them, they would soon have swung back
into the same sinful course. But because
the king humbled his heart before God, he
reeeived from Huldah the prophetess the
word that the Lord would acknowledge
his quickness in seeking God for forgive-
ness and mercy. Still, the king must leave
with God the events of the future; for he
could not change them. The provocation
had been too great for the punishment to
be averted.

The king, on his part, left undone
nothing that might bring about a refor-
mation. With the hope that something
might be done to turn aside the judgment
that was to be sent because of the leaven
of evil permeating the principles and
morals of the whole nation, he sum-
moned a general assembly of the elders

of the people, the magistrates, the repre-
sentatives of Judah and Jerusalem, to
meet him in the house of the Lord, with
the priests and the prophets, and others
engaged in various parts of the Lord's
service. All joined in the deliberations of
the assembly. In the place of making a
speech to the people, Josiah ordered that
the book of the law be read to them. So
earnest did he feel that he himself read
the law aloud. He was deeply affected,
and he read with the pathos of a broken
heart. His hearers were greatly affected
by the intensity of feeling expressed in



We are under the most solemn obligations to
represent God and Christ. We are to guard
against dishonoring God by professing to be
His people, and then going directly contrary to
His will

his countenancc. They were impressed
by the fact that the king, notwithstanding
his high official position, cast himself
wholly on the Lord, trusting in the
strength and wisdom of the King of
kings, rather than in his human wisdom.
If those occupying positions of re-

sponsibility were as fully resolved to
obey God's law as they are to make laws
for governing those in their service, our
institutions would be managed along
right lines. Those who occupy positions
of trust are to make it their highest aim to
know God, as revealed in His Word; for
to know Him aright is life eternal.

Josiah proposed that those highest in
authority unite in solemnly covenanting
before the Lord to co-operate with one
another in bringing about a reformation.
"The king stood by a pillar, and made a
covenant before the Lord, to walk after
the Lord, and to keep His command-
ments and His testimonies and His
statutes with all thcir heart and all their
soul, to perform the words of this
covenant that were written in this book.
And aU the people stood to the covenant.
And the king commanded Hilkiah the
high priest, and the priests of the second
order, and the keepers of the door, to
bring forth out of the temple of the Lord
aU the vessels that were made for Baal,
and for the grove, and for aU the host of
heaven: and he burned them without
Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron, and
carried the ashes of them unto Bethel."
2 Kings 23:3-4
Like unto Josiah "was there no king

before him, that turned to the Lord with
aU his heart, and with all his soul, and
with all his might, according to aU the
law of Moses; neither after him arose
there any like him. Notwithstanding the
Lord turned not from the fierceness of
His great wrath, ... because of aU the
provocations that Manasseh had pro-
voked Him withal." 2 Kings 23:25--26.
It was not long before Jerusalem was
utterly destroyed.

Lessons for Us to Learn

Thday God is watching His people.
We should seek to find out what He
means when He sweeps away our sani-
tarium and our publishing house. Let us
not move along as if there were nothing
wrong. King Josiah rent his robe and
rent his heart. He wept and mourned
because he had not had the book of the
law, and knew not of the punishments
that it threatened. God wants us to come

to our senses. He wants us to seek for the
meaning of the calamities that have
overtaken us, thal we may not tread in
the footsteps of Israel, and say, "The
temple of the Lord, The temple of the
Lord are we (Jeremiah 7:4)," when we
are not this at all. When we reach the
mark of our high calling in Christ, the
protecting arm of God will be with us.
We shall have a covert from the storm.

We have many lessons to learn. May
God help us to learn them. Let us ask
ourselves, Am I keeping the law of the
Lord? Do I bring its principles into my
home? Do I reverence God's Word?

I felt so thankful when the coUege in
BatUe Creek was moved from there to
Berrien Springs. This was a right move.

If there had been a further carrying out
of the principles that God has laid
down-the instruction that He has given
to make centers in many places-His
salvation would have been revealed. A
wrong policy has been followed in cen-
tering so much in BatUe Creck. The
Lord has told us that His work is to be
established allover America. In every
city a memorial for Him is to be estab-
lished. Are we ready for this work?
"Lo," said Christ, "l am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world." Mat-
thew 28:20. "Go ye therefore and teach
all nations, speaking the things I have
commanded you." We are to proclaim to
all the world the truths by which every
one is to be judged. When this gospel of
the kingdom shall have been preached to
every nation and kindred and tongue and
people, the Saviour will come.

A Reformation Needed

In every institution among us there
needs to be a reformation. This is the
message that at the last General Confer-
ence I bore as the word of the Lord. At
that meeting I carried a very heavy
burden, and I have carried it ever since.
We did not gain the victory that we

might have gained at that meeting.
Why?-Because there were so few who
followed the course of Josiah. There
were those at that meeting who did not
see the work that needed to be done. If
they had confessed their sins, if they had
made a break, if they had taken their
stand on vantage ground, the power of
God would have gone through the meet-
ing, and we should have had a Pentc-
costal season.

The Lord has shown me what might
have been had the work been done that
ought to have been done. In the night
season I was present in a meeting where
hrother was confessing to brother. Those
present fell upon one another's necks,
and made heartbroken confessions. The

Spirit and power of God were revealed.
No one seemed too proud to bow before
God in humility and contrition. Those
who led in this work were the ones who
had not before had the courage to
confess their sins.
This might have becn. All this the

Lord was waiting to do for His people.
All heaven was waiting to be gracious.

God is in earnest with us. If the heart
is pure, there will be purity of action and
nobility of purpose in all the work done.
Every mind is to be eleansed, every heart
purified. All are to understand that sin is
not to be tolerated by the peoplewho have
received the most precious light ever
given to mortals. Only a litUe while, and
He who shall come will come, and will
not tarry. Those who choose 10 cleave to
their sins must perish. But God wiU have
compassion on all who will make
thorough work for eternity.

1wish to say that the work that is to
be carried on by our people is becoming
less and less appreciated by many-not
by all. Many of us do not realize the
covenant relation in which we stand
before God as His people. We are under
the most solemn obligations 10 represent
God and Christ. We are 10 guard against
dishonoring God by professing to be His
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My brethren, if you stand before God as true
Christians, you will do in the year before us a
work different from that which has been done
in years past

people, and then going directly contrary
to His will. We are getting ready to
move. Then let us act as if we were. Let
us prepare for the mansions that Christ
has gone to prepare for those that love
Him. Let us stand where we can take
hold of eternal realities, and bring them
into the everyday life. We are to sit at the
feet of Jesus and learn of Him.

A Great Work to Be Done

The Lord has a great work to be done.
If this meeting is a success, the laborers
will go from it to open up the work in new
places. The salvation of God will be
revealed. I am thankful that during the
past year something has been done in
Southern California. I praise God for what
has been accomplished there. It is hard
work to press the battle to the gates, but
this must be done. God caIls upon every
one of US to take hold in earnest.

Here is the medical missionary
work-a wonderful work. God gave us
this work thirty-five years ago, and it
has been a great blessing. It is to be to
the third angel's message as the right
hand is to the body. The gospel and the
medical missionary work are onc. They
cannot be divided. They are to be
bound together. Medical missionary
workers should be encouraged and sus-
tained. And let them remember that
they are working for the Master. Un-
less they do this, they cannot exert a
strong influence for good in the world.

And they must ever keep clear and
distinct the line of demarcation be-
tween worldlings and those who are
carrying the gospel of the kingdom to
the world.

[n the place of erecting large sanitar-
iums' we should establish smaIler sani-
tariums in many places. A few patients
in a small institution can be helped and
educated to much greater advantage than
a large number gathered together in a
large institution. God help us to [et the
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light shine forth. It must shine forth, and
Godwill make us channels of light, if we
will let Him.

The Southern field needs our help. I
have carried this field on my heart for
many years. I have tried to make known
its needs, and yet it has scarcely been
touched. God has given me encourage-
ment for the workers there, and I have
followed them step by step in their work.
There are those who say that mistakes
have been made by the workers in the
Southern field. Do you ever make mis-
takes? My husband and I used to grieve
when we made mistakes. But often we
found that in His providence God had
permitted us to do as we had done, that
we might understand what He wanted us
to understand.

God does not cast us off because we
make mistakes. Of Ephraim He says: "I
taught Ephraim also to go, taking them
by their arms.... I drew them with cords
of a man, with bands of love." Hosea
11:3-4

The Spirit of Criticism to Be Banished

My brethren, if you stand before
God as true Christians, you will do in
the year before us a work different
from that which has been done in years
past. Your wicked criticism is a sin in
the sight of God. By it you are weaken-
ing the hands of God's servants. This
criticism is as a root of bitterness,
whereby many are defiled. Let us come

to the Lord in penitence, and ask Him
to forgive us for not keeping His law,
for not obeying the command to love
one another as Christ has loved us. He
says to us, "You have left your first
love, and, unless you repent, I will
remove your candlestick out of his
place." "Be watchful," He pleads, "and
strengthen the things that remain, that
are ready to die; for I have not found
thy works perfect before God." Revela-
tion 2:4-5; 3:2

Speech is a precious talent. It is the
means by which we communicate with
one another. The man who, though pro-
fessing to be a Christian, allows himself
to speak angrily because his will is
crossed, needs to go apart and rest
awhile. Let him go to God, and tell Him
that he is sorry for what he said, and that
he is ashamed of himself. Let him not try
to vindicate himself.

Those who criticize and condemn
one another are breaking God's com-
mandments, and aTC an offense to Him.
They neither love God nor their fellow-
beings. Brethren and sisters, let us
clear away the rubbish of criticism and
suspicion and complaint, and do not
wear your nerves on the outside. Some
are so sensitive that they cannot be
reasoned with. Be very sensitive in
regard to what it means to keep the law
of God, and in regard to whether you
are keeping or breaking the law. It is
this that God wants us to be sensitive
about.
If it were not for the burdens that rest

so heavily on my soul, I could do tenfold
more than [ do. But night after night I am
unable to sleep, because so many of the
people of God act like quarrelsome chil-
dren. My brother, my sister, when trouble
arises between you and another member
of God's family, do you follow the Bible
directions? Beforepresenting to God your
offering of prayer, do you go to your
brother, and in the spirit ofChrist talk with
him. Christ says, "If thou bring thy gift to
the altar, and there rememberest that thy
brother hath ought against thee; leave
there thy gift before the altar, and go thy
way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and
then come and offer thy gift." Matthew
5:23-24. Then you can offer it with a clear
conscience; for you have cast out the root
of bitterness.

There is much to be done at this
meeting. But I do not feel depressed by
the outlook. At times [ do feel
depressed, but I struggle against the
feeling. I know that God wants His joy
to be in us, that our joy may be full. He
has a heaven full of blessings, and these
blessings He will give to us, if we will
take them. Our Father has an abundant
treasure, but you do not want it. If you
did, you would have it. You let so many
things come between you and God!
Your individuality is spotted and
stained. It needs to be cleansed by the
blood of the Lamb.

The judgment is right upon us. We
cannot afford to spend our time quarrel-



ing over little things. There is a great
work before us. My brethren, we must
wake up to the issues which face us, and
that before this meeting closes. Heart
must be cemented to heart. Pray for this;
labor for it. Do not, I beg of you, allow
differences to come in. May God help
you to gather up the divine rays of light,
and flash them across the pathway of
others. May He help you to love one
another as Christ has loved you. "By
this," He says, "shall all mcn know that
ye are my disciples, if ye have love one
to another." John 13:35
There is power with Christ to heal;

there is power with Him to save to the
uttermost all who come to Him. But we
must be willing to be saved. We must put
aside all self-sufficiency. We must be in
spirit as little children, or we shall never
see the kingdom of heaven. Our meas-
urement of ourselves is too large. We are
but little children. We have not attained
to the full stature of men and women in
Chris!. There is much matured intel-
ligence for US yet to gain.

We must overcome the pride that
leads us to prefer to work by ourselves,
rather than with a fellow laborer, lest he
rob us of glory. God wants us to press
close together, that we may help one
another. In Australia a minister was
asked by a brother minister to leave the
pulpit. "I want the people to see no one
but me," he said. And they did indeed
see no one but him.

God calls for volunteers who will
say, "I will do the very best I can." God
pities us as He sees the wickedness all
around us. But He declares that we are
not to be wicked. Though we are in the
world, we are not to be of the world.
The Lord desires His institutions to
stand as educational powers in the
world. Everything connected with them
is to bear the seal of God. Every worker

is to be sanctified, body, soul, and spirit.
No coarse, rough words arc to be
spoken; no action that shows a grasping
spirit is to be performed. In thought and
word and act the workers are to repre-
sent Christ.

The Advent Message to Be Given

Those who stand as teachers and
leaders in our institutions are to be sound
in the faith and in the principles of the
third angel's message. God wants His
people to know that we have the mes-
sage as He gave it to us in 1843 and
1844. We knew then what the message
meant, and we call upon our people
today to obey the word, "Bind up the
law among my disciples." In this world
there are but two classes-the obedient
and the disobedient. Th which class do
we belong? God wants to make us a
peculiar people, a holy nation. He has
separated us from the world, and He
calls upon us to stand on vantage
ground, where He can bestow on us His
Holy Spirit.

Soon will come the time of which
John writes: "I saw a great white thronc,
and him that sat on it, from whose face
the earth and the heaven fled away; and
there was found no place for them. And
I saw the dead, small and great, stand
beforeGod; and the books were opened:
and another book was opened, which is
the book of life: and the dead were
jUdged out of those things which were
written in the books, according to their
works. And the sea gave up the dead
which were in it; and death and hell
delivered up the dead which were in
them: and they were jUdged every man
according to their works." Revelation
20:11-13

How prone we are to look to human
beings for help, to listen to their opin-

ions, to rely upon them for sympathy,
succor, and counsel! When in trouble,
we should shut ourselves up with God.
How many there are who realize no
refreshing because they have forsaken
the living waters, and have hewn out for
themselves broken cisterns, which can
hold no water! When men do this, what
can we expect but barrenness of soul?

"Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the
man that trusteth in man, and maketh
flesh his arm, and whose heart depar-
teth from the Lord. For he shall be like
the heath in the desert, and shall not
see when good cometh; but shall in-
habit the parched places in the wilder-
ness, in a salt land and not inhabited.
Blessed is the man that trusteth in the
Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. For
he shall be as a tree planted by the
waters, and that spreadeth out her roots
by the river, and shall not see when
heat cometh, but her leaf shall be
green; and shall not be careful in the
year of drought, neither shall cease
from yielding fruit." Jeremiah 17:5-8.
Let US rely on God. He never fails a
trusting soul.

From the momcnt of our conversion
till the close of our earthly history, our
lives are to be characterized by a spirit
of true, intelligent service. Only thus
can we be true to our covenant with
God. He who is daily converted has
crossed the boundary line that sepa-
rates the children of light from the
children of darkness. But he who
professes to believe the truth, and acts
as a sinner, will be treated by God as a
sinner, and, unless he repents, will be
punished as a sinner, only with many
stripes, because he was given great
light. 0

The General Conference Bulletin, April
1, 1903

When we are truly seeking to do God's will, the Holy Spirit takes the precepts
of His Word and makes them the principles of the life, writing them on

the tablets of the soul. And it is only those who are following the light already
given that can hope to receive the further illumination of the Spirit. This

is plainly stated in the words of Christ: "If any man will do His will, he shall
know of the doctrine."-Testimonies, vol. 5, 705
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Annual
Council
1973/1974

Appeals
D URING the Annual Councils of 1973 and 1974, the assembled leaders of the

world church felt the special presence of the Holy Spirit. These councils were
characterized by an atmosphere of repentence, confession, prayer, and recommitment
to the task ofhera/ding the Advent message to every kindred, longue, andpeople.

A special appeal to the church as a whole waspublished at the close ofeach ofthese
councils, and they later appeared together, along with an introduction by then General
Conference president Robert H. Piersoll, in a small pamphlet entitledAnnual Council
Appeals. In his introduction to these earnest words from our world leadership, Elder
Pierson said:

'fBrethren and sisters, the time is long overdue for this church to move into line and
in dead earnest seek rhe Lordfor the experience that will prepare us to receive the latter
rain, finish the work, and beltoldJesus at His second advent. Compromise and sin must
go! Christlikeness in our c/taracters must be our constant goal.

"The experience we need must go deep-very deep. It must be a thorough work of
repentance for sin and a forsaking of sin. Consecration and commitment services at
Annual Councils and in the churches are but a good beginning. The only power that will
be sufficient is the power of the Holy Spirit revealing the scenes ofCalvary before us
daily so vividly that we hate the sin that placed the Son ofGod upon the cross. That view
o/Calvarymust be so penetrating that it will lead us not only to hate sin but to loathe it
to the extent that we will forsake it.

I'Ministers, teachers, medical, educational, andpublishing workers, office workers,
literature evangelists, and every other denominational worker, every church member,
throughout the field-let us 'come into line.' We have sinned! Too many 0/us are not
living up to all that we know to be right. Let us confess our sins and in sincere, heartfelt
repentance seek forgiveness, reconciliation, and lasting restoration. "

We are thankful for leaders able and willing to clearly call for such decided action.
The need of revival and reformation, unfortunately, is with us still. In the spirit of those
who first penned and circulated these appeals, we reprint them here for the encourage-
ment and blessing ofthe members ofGod's Remnant Church.-EDITORS
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W E believe that the teturn of Jesus
has been long delayed, that the

reasons fot the delay are not wtapped in
mysteries, and that the primary con-
sidetation befote the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church is to reorder its priorities
individually and eotpotately so that OUt
Lotd's tetum may be hastened.

We ate not the first leadets in Ad-
ventist histoty to feel the utgeney of
ptepating the ehuteh fOt the fullness of
the experience, the "loud
cry of the third angel'S message," and
the ttiumphal retum of the awaited Lotd.
Often God's special messenger to the
temnant people made this appeal. Espe-
cially specific were her words written in
1892:
"The loud ety of the third angel has

already begun in the revelation of the
tighteousness of Christ, the sin-pardon-
ing Redeemer. This is the beginning of
the light of the angel whose gloty shall
fill the whole earth."-Christ OurRight-
eousness, 56. This statement is an in-
spired declatation that the fulfilling of
Revelation 18: 1-4, in which "another
angel" joins the three angels of Revela-
tion 14:6-12 in lightening the whole



The cause of present truth was founded in
self-denial and self-sacrifice.... We need to
take heed lest we outgrow the simple,
self-sacrificing spirit that marked our work in
its early years

earth with their glory, had begun. In the
four years following the historic Min-
neapolis General Conference, the fresh,
compelling emphasis on "righteousness
by faith" had aroused the Adventist
Church in such a way that Ellen White
could say that the "loud cry" had begun.

One question, therefore, has over-
shadowed all other subjects at this 1973
Annual Council: What has happened to
the message and experience that by 1892
had brought the beginning of earth's
final message of warning and appeal?

Although in our carnest search for
answers we have no disposition to blame
those to whom the message first came,
nor those who have led in the work from
then until now, we have been deter-
mined to discover any pitfalls in our past
history that may be avoided today and to
profit by such lessons.

But more than all else we are per-
suaded that it is the present experience
that is of primary concern-the way
from past inadequacy to rapid triumph.
It has been "latter-rain" time for many
years.

We are not unaware of the fact that
all through our ranks many of our mem-
bers enjoy a rich, victorious experience.
They have received the carly-rain ex-
perience and are rejoicing in the Lord.
But this is no cause for complacency or
exaltation. As a body the church still is
in the Laodicean condition as set forth
by the True Witness in Revelation 3:14-
19. Therefore, in attempting to find the
specific present causes for failure and
delay, the council has noted three main
factors:

1. Leaders and people have not fully
accepted as a personal message Christ's
analysis and appeal to the Laodiceans
(Revelation 3:14-22).

2. Leaders and people are in some
ways disobedient to divine directives,
both in personal cxperience and in the
conduct of the church's commission.

3. Leaders and people have not yet
finished the church's task.

Response to the Laodicean Message

Because the latter-rain experience
has not yet come, delegates at this An-
nual Council have been driven to the
conclusion that the message of Christ to
the Laodiceans has not been clearly
understood or adequately heeded. The
climax of the sequence of events pre-
dicted in the following quotation has not
been reached, indicating that there is yet

need for a people to fulfill the require-
ments of the True Witness: "Those who
come up to every point, and stand every
test, and overcome, be the price what it
may, have heeded the counsel of the
True Witness, and they will receive the
latter rain, and thus be fitted for transla-
tion." Testimonies, vol. 1, 187

The message to Laodicea involves a
personal relationship to Jesus Christ that
will produce a quality people, a conquer-
ing people, a people who, in Christ's own
words, will conquer "as I myself con-
quered." Revelation 3:21, RSV. This mes-
sage will produce a people whom God
can set forth without embarrassment as
exhibits of those who "keep the com-
mandments ofGod and the faith of Jesus"
(Revelation 14:12, RSV), a people who
have learned through experience that all

goodness is a result of being sustained by
divine power. Such people can be en-
trusted with special power because they
will use it the way Jesus used power;
indeed, in all aspects of tife they will
reflect the character of Jesus.

Becorning like Jesus in word and
deed is the goal of the process called
"righteousness by faith": "The right-
eousness ofChrist is not a cloak to cover
unconfessed and unforsaken sin; it is a
principle of tife that transforms the char-
acter and controls the conduct. Holiness
is wholeness for God; it is the entire
surrender of heart and life to the indwell-
ing of the principles of heaven." The
Desire ofAges, 555-556

As delegates to this Annual Council
we believe that this is the heart of the
church's need-understanding and ex-
periencing aU that is meant by the phrase
"righteousness by faith." Such right-
eousness is God's will lived out by
continual faith in His power. God is
waiting for a generation of Adventists
who will demonstrate that His way of
tife can truly be lived on earth, that Jesus
did not set an example beyond the reach
of His followers, that His grace "is able

to keep you from falling and to prescnt
you without blemish." Jude 24, RSV

Each membcr of the Laodicean
church needs more than a theoretical
knowledge or even a proof-text knowl-
edge of the Word. He needs a genuine
and complete surrender of the life and
will to the divine authority of the Bible
and of the Spirit of Prophecy-a sur-
render that may well call for revolution-
ary changes in personal lifestyles and in
denominational policies and practices.
Every member must recognize that he
has a part in either hastening or delaying
the coming of Christ. Says God's ser-
vant: "When the character of Christ shall
be perfectly reproduced in His people,
then He will come to claim them as His
own." Christ's Object Lessons, 69

Disobedient to Divine Directives

As church leaders at this Annual
Council we have faced honestly the fact
that there are inconsistencies between
the church's preaching and its practices,
and to allow these inconsistencies to
continue will automatically delay the
completion of the church's mission and
the corning of Christ.

God has in love sent to the Seventh-
day Adventist Church inspired counsels
that illuminate and apply the words of
Scripture. These counsels cover about
every conceivable facet of Christian ex-
perience and witness. As Seventh-day
Adventists we cannot plead ignorance of
God's will concerning His expectations,
either for the individual or for the church.
Ifwe ignore or reject God's counsels, this
may well be defined as an act of insUb-
ordination, which will affect our relation
to the corning of the Lord. In the words of
God's servant: "We may have to remain
here in this world because of insubordina-
tion many more years, as did the children
oflsrae!." Evangelism, 696

At this Annual Council smaIl study
groups of church leaders have earnestly
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God cannot send the Spirit in His fullness
while people disregard the counsels He has
graciously sent through that same Spirit, the
Spirit of Prophecy

examined areas of possible failure to fol-
low divine counsel. They have pointed up
the need for greater care in Sabbath
observance, in stewardship ofGod's gifts,
in guarding the avenues of the soul, and in
practicing the broad and specific prin-
ciples of healthful living. On the latter
question they have taken seriously the
inspired statement: "This is a work that
will have to be done before His [God'S]
people can stand before Him a perfected
people." Testimonies, vol. 9, 154
These study groups also have

pointed to evidences of sagging moral-
ity, including a more casual attitude
toward divorce and remarriage. Concern
has been expressed over the increasing

tendency to imitate the world in dress
and ornamentation,

These study groups have exantincd
the whole spectrum of Seventh-day Ad-
ventist institutional work and have
pointed to evidences that some institu-
tions in various respects are losing their
distinctive character as instrumentalities
for the furtherance of God's work on
earth. See Fundamentals of Christian
Education, 351. While earnest efforts
have been made to reform, it is recog-
nized that as institutions grow larger, the
difficulty of refornting is greater.

It is recognized that in an age of
growing social consciousness and
change, Adventist institutions may be-
come involved in worthy endeavors in
which the world also participates, while
neglecting that work which only the
church of the remnant can do. See Re-
viewalldHerald, November 26, 1970

One of the greatest threats to our
institutions of higher learning is seen in
the counterfeit philosophies and theolo-
gies that may be unconsciously absorbed
in worldly institutions by our future
teachers and brought back as the "wine"
of Babylon to Adventist schools (Rev-
elation 14:8-10; 18:1-4).

It is recognized that a constant threat
to spirituality grows out of increasing
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creature comforts, rising standards of
living, and a desire for remuneration
equal to that offered by the world. Wrote
God's servant: "The cause of present
truth was founded in self-denial and
self-sacrifice.... We need to take heed
lest we outgrow the simple, self-sacri-
ficing spirit that marked our work in its
early years." SelectedMessages, book 2,
197

As the Annual Council has reviewed
these and other aspects of the lives of
God's people and the institutions of the
church, it has raised the question as to
whether much of this represents insub-
ordination to the authority and will ofGod
so clearly expressed through His Word

and the writings of the Spirit of Prophecy.
Without attcmpting to pinpoint areas of
insubordination, the council pleads with
God's people everywhere to respond to
the appeal for revival and reformation-
to make whatever changes may be neces-
sary to enable the church to represent
Christ adequately and fulfill its unique
mission.

Finishing the Church's Task

As delegates to this Annual Council
we are much aware of one factor that
delays the coming of Christ: the un-
finished task of carrying the three an-
gels' messages to the entire world (Rev-
elation 14 and 18). We believe that Mrs.
White made clear that Christ cannot
come until the entire world has had a
fair opportunity to hear God's saving
message. For example, she wrote: "Had
the purpose of God been carried out by
His people in giving to the world the
message of mercy, Christ would, ere
this, have come." Testimonies, vol. 6,
450

God was willing to bring His work to
a swift triumph following 1844, in 1888,
and again in 1901 (among other times).
Why then the delay? What can be done
now?

In response to this question, the dele-
gates at this 1973 Annual Council ex-
tend the following appeal to all workers
and members throughout the world. The
appeal is threefold and yet it is one:

1. Without further delay open the
heart's door fully to the waiting, plead-
ing Saviour (Revelation 3:20). Admit
Jesus as the absolute Ruler of the lifc.
Lct Him enter the heart to transform it
and to rule. Under the influence of the
"early rain," live up to all the light you
havc. Put into practice all the counsel
God has given you.

2. Forsake the spirit of insubordina-
tion that too long has influenced in-
dividual and church decisions. This will
prepare the way for the renewal of the
"latter rain" that has been delayed since
the earlier years of our history, for God
cannot send the Spirit in His fullness
while people disregard the counsels He
has graciously sent through that same
Spirit, the Spirit of Prophecy.

3. Make a new commitment to the
church's task of reaching earth's billions
with the threc angcls' messages. This
commitment will call for personal dedi-
cation, for personal witnessing, for per·
sonal sacrifice. Moreover, it will call for
deep intercession with God on the part
of each member, a pleading with God
for the "latter rain" of the Holy Spirit's
power for effectual, convincing, loving
witness in deed and word.

We belicvc that all heavcn is ready to
do great exploits in behalf of the church
that bears God's last call of mercy. We
believe that God has wonderful surprises
in store for every church member who
comntits himself completely to Heaven's
plan for a perfected people-a people that
will reflect thc image of Jesus fully.

That a genuine revival will come is
clear from the following statement:
"Before the final visitation of God's
judgments upon the carth therc will be
among the people of the Lord such a
revival of primitive godliness as has not
been witnessed since apostolic times.
The Spirit and power of God will bc
poured out upon His children." The
Great Conrroversy, 464. That Satan will
endeavor to prevent this revival is also
clear: "The enemy of souls desires to
hinder this work; and before the lime for
such a movement shall come, he will
endeavor to prevent it by introducing a
counterfeit. In those churches which he
can bring under his dcceptive power he
will make it appear that God's special
blessing is poured out; thcre will be



If the church is to advance in spirituality to
fulfill its divine mission, Christ and His
righteousness must be held up continually
before our people

manifest what is thought to be great
religious interest." Ibid. If the fast-
spreading charismatic movement in the
world today is the false revival forecast
by God's Spirit, clearly the time must be
near for God to pour out the latter rain
upon His remnant people.
Therefore, we appeal to our church

members everywhere to join hands with
Conference workers and church officers
in a great revival and reformation that
will enable God to reveal His power and
glory to a needy, desperate world. With
all the solemnity Ihat we can command,
we appeal to every member to study
God's Word earnestly, to seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and to pray for the outpouring of Ihe
Holy Spirit for a finished lask. See Tes-
timonies to Minisrers1 506-512
Time is short. "Therefore be ye also

ready: for in such an hour as ye think not
the Son of man cometh." Matthew
24:44; see also Testimonies, vol. 6, 496;
Selected Messages, book 1, 67

The 1974 Appeal

At the 1973 Annual Council the
Holy Spirit overshadowed the assembly,
refreshing the hearts of the delegates and
producing a deep longing for God. A
spirit of revival was felt, and the need for
reformation was seen. As a result of this
solemn experience, the delegates issued
"An Earnest Appeal" to the members of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church
throughout Ihe world. The appeal ac-
knowledged that the church is in the
Laodicean condition (see Revelation
3:14-22), that Ihe character of Christ has
not been "perfectly reproduced in His
people," Christ'S Object Lessolls, 69,
"that the return of Jesus has been long
delayed, ... and that the primary con-
sideration before the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church is to reorder its priorities
individually and corporately so that our
Lord's return may be hastened."
The response to this earnest appeal

has been impressive in many parts of the
world. Ministers have used the appeal as
the basis for sermons; and in some areas
workers' meetings have been devoted 10
a study of the issues raised in this appeal.
As a result, members everywhere have
joined church leaders in Ihe conviction
that the Advent movement's first prior-
ity must be spiritUal and theological, not
organizational. Even if we construct an
ideal global enterprise, utilizing the
finest of modern business principles, we

may fail in OUI nusSlon if we do not
understand clearly how the church is to
reach the world with its distinctive mes-
sage. The church's mission depends on
correct theology.

Clear, simple truth will call forth a
distinctive Christian experience and life-
style. When people understand whal
God expects them to do they are more
apt to co-operale and fulfill His desires.

As delegates to this Annual Council,
we believe that the spirit of individual
and corporate repentance that resulted in
the call by Ihe 1973 Annual Council for
revival and reformation must continue to
be felt around Ihe world; also that Ihe
condition of the church described in the
1973 appeal is slill accurate, and that Ihe
need for revival, repentance, and refor-
mation remains.

But if the church is to advance in
spirituality to fulfill its divine mission.
Christ and His righleousness must be
held up conlinually before our people,
and the enlire membership must under-
stand clearly that God is seeking to
prepare a people who "keep the com-
mandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus" (Revelation 14:12). Such people
will have accepted the message to the
Laodiceans from the "faithful and true
witness." "Those who come up to every
point, and stand every test, and over-

come, be the price what it may, have
heeded the counsel of the True Wilness,
and Ihey will receive the lalter rain, and
thus be fitted for translation." Testimo-
nies, vol. 1, 187

Such people will have discovered
joy and peace in knowing through ex-
perience Ihal the Christian's good works
are a resull of being sustained by divine
power, that the "faith of Jesus" produces
the character of Jesus.

Such people will have contributed to
the vindication of Ihe character of God
and the final work of seuling the great
controversy: "The honor of God, Ihe
honor of Christ, is involved in the per-

feet ion of the character of His people."
The Desire ofAges, 671. "The Saviour
was deeply anxious for His disciples to
understand for what purpose His divin-
ity was united to humanity. He carne 10
the world to display the glory of God,
that man might be uplifted by its restor-
ing power. God was manifested in Him
that He mighl be manifested in them.
Jesus revealed no qualities, and exer-
cised no powers, that mcn may not have
through faith in Him. His perfect
humanity is that which all His followers
may possess, if they will be in subjection
to God as He was." Ibid., 664. To make
Ibis glorious promise a reality in the
believer's life "Christ has given His
Spirit as a divine power to overcome all
hereditary and cultivated tendencies 10
evil, and to impress His own character
upon His church." Ibid., 671. The provi-
sion is complete. We are not left alone.
"God's ideal for His children is higher
than the highest human thought can
reach. 'Be ye thercfore perfcct, evcn as
your Father which is in heaven is per-
feet.' This command is a promise. The
plan of redemption contemplates our
complete recovery from the power of
Satan. Christ always separates the con-
Irite soul from sin. He carne 10 destroy
Ihe works of Ihe devil, and He has made
provision that the Holy Spirit shall be

imparted to every repentant soul, to keep
him from sinning." Ibid., 311
The manner of life of God's people,

seen in their home, neighborhood, and
occupational circles, will demonstrate
that God is all-wise, loving, and just in
the way He governs the urtiverse:

"The Lord desires through His people
10 answer Satan's charges by showing the
result of obedience to right principles....

"The purpose which God seeks to
accomplish through His people today is
the same that He desired to accomplish
through Israel when He brought them
forth out of Egypt. By beholding the
goodness, the mercy, the justice, and

December 1991 Our Firm Fou"dation 21



Jesus spent much of His life studying the Word
and praying to His Father for strength, and
those who "keep the commandments of God,
and the faith of Jesus" can do no less

the love of God revealed in Ihe church,
the world is to have a representation of
His character. And when Ihe law ofGod
is thus exemplified in Ihe life, even Ihe
world will recognize the superiority of
those who love and fear and serve God
above every other people on the earth.
. . It is His purpose Ihat those who

practice His holy precepts shall be a
distinguished people. To the people of
God today as well as to ancient Israel
belong the words written by Moses
through the Spirit of Inspiration: 'Thou
art an holy people unto the Lord thy
God: the Lord thy God hath chosen thee
to be a special people unlo himself,
above all people Ihat are upon the face
of the earth' (Deuteronomy 7:6)." Tes-
timonies, vol. 6, 11-12

As church leaders we feel deeply thai
"the image of Jesus" must be reflected
clearly not only in the personal lives of
church members but also in Adventist
sermons, Adventist literature, and Ad-
ventist institutions-schools, hospitals,
and publishing houses. The answer to the
query What is different about the Advent-
ist way? should be obvious to all who
come in contact with any aspect of the
remnant church. The Adventist goal is
primarily quality rather than quantity.
Such a goal is reached not by merely
doing what other organizations ean do
equally well, whether such effort be in
health care, education, welfare, or even
sermons in evangelistic meetings or on

Sabbath mornings. Whatever an Advent-
ist does should be distinctively different:
"God has ordained that His work shall be
presented to the world in distinct, holy
lines. He desires His people 10 show by
their lives the advantage of Christianity
over worldliness. By His grace every
provision has been made for us in all our
transaction of business to demonstrate the
superiority of heaven's principles overthe
principles of Ihe world. We are to show
that we are working upon a higher plane
than thai of worldlings." Ibid., vol. 7, 142
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The only way by which denomi-
national institutions, or individual pro-
fessional services in whatever field,
can produce such an impact upon the
world is first to realize that nothing
less than distinctive Christlikeness-
apparent and inescapable to all-is
their reason for existence, and then to
employ only those people who can
contribute to this primary reason for
establishing Adventist institutions. In
the final analysis, it is people who are
to "reflect the image of Jesus fully."
Early Writings, 71

Therefore, we appeal to our mem-
bers everywhere to consider carefully to
what extent they are allowing the Holy
Spirit to mold their lives, how com-
mitted they are to overcoming all sin by
God's grace, how seriously they arc
looking to Jesus as their example in all
things. We are well aware that those
represented by Ihe five foolish virgins
(see Matthew 25) include Seventh-day
Adventists in good and regular standing,
even church members who know well
the Bible texis to support distinctive
Adventist doctrines. These "foolish vir-
gins" are not hypocrites. They know
much about God, but they know very
little of Him as a personal Lord who
came to "save his people from their sins"
(Matthew 1:21).

The wise bridesmaids represent
those who allow biblical principles to
shape Iheir lives. Whether it be a better

health program so that they can be more
useful in God's service, morc clear-
minded in separating truth from error; or
a deeper commitment to Sabbath rever-
ence and stewardship of God's material
blessings; or a closer examination of
those influences that bombard the ear or
eye and tend to contaminate the soul, the
wise bridesmaids make a daily habit of
allowing the Bible and the Spirit of
Prophecy to be the standard for all con-
duct. The question of Why not? is raised
less and less as the wise bridesmaids

face life's decisions with a joyful Yes to
whatever God asks.

We appeal to all 10 make serious Bible
study, meditation, and prayer an integral
part of every day's program. We urge
faithful study of the Sabbath school les-
sons and a systematic reading of the
writings ofEllen G. White, especially The
Desire ofAges, Christ's Object Lessons,
and Steps to Chrisr. Jesus spent much of
His life studying the Word and praying to
His Father for strength, and those who
"keep the commandments ofGod, and the
faith of Jesus" can do no less.

Furthermore, Christ-reflecting lives
are essential to the gospel outreach. The
more a church member becomes like
Christ in character, the morc gracious,
winsome, and genuinely helpful he will
be in his general soul-winning activi-
ties, especially in his relationships
within his own home and neighbor-
hood. When a generation of Seventh-
day Adventists is truly serious about
becoming exhibits of what God's grace
can do, the moment of final decision by
Ihe whole world for or against God will
not be long delayed.

That moment of final decision for
mankind the world over, often called the
close of probation, is long overdue. God
has wanted 10 complete His work on earth
at several significant moments since
1844, but many ofHis people have failed
10 understand what He waits for; others
have been unwilling to co-operate. In
1879 Ellen White wrote: "Because the
time is apparently extended, many have
become careless and indifferent in regard
to their words and actions. They do not
realize their danger and do not see and
understand the mercy of our God in
lengthening their probation, that they may
have time 10 form characters for the
future, inunortaJ life. Every moment is of
Ihe highest value. Time is granted them,
not 10 be employed in studying their own
ease and becoming dwellers on the earth,
but to be used in the work of overcoming
every defe<.,1 in their own characters and in
helping others, by example and personal
effort, to see the beauty of holiness. God
has a people upon the earth who in faith
and holy hope are tracing down the roll of
fast-fulfilling prophecy and are seeking to
purify their souls by obeying the truth,
that they may not be found without the
wedding garment when Christ shall ap-
pear." Testimonies, vol. 4, 306-307

We solemnly appeal to our church
leaders and members everywhere to
think carefully as to whether they are



The question, Why do we keep Him waiting?
should hover over every Adventist home, over
every church meeting, large or small

hindering or hastening the return of
Jesus. Our Lord is waiting to intervene
in behalf of His church in ways beyond
human comprehension, to open doors
that will remain closed to human ef-
fon-both in the personal lives of dedi-
cated church members and in the break-
through of public evangelism that will
one day stanle the world with its clear-
ness and power.

The question, Why do we keep Him
waiting? should hover over every Advent-
ist home, over every church meeting, large
or small. We believe that God is willing to
do through this generation what He has
wanted to do for many decades. Webelieve
that He ought to be given the opponunity to
show through His people today that His

Editorial
Continued [rom 2

onc who is neutraL" Review andHeraJd,
vol. 4, 386

The church is now facing the omega
of apostasy. The great enemy of God
and Christ is at the gate of the church.
Satan has come down with great wrath
because he knows he has but a shon
time.

It is time for laity, pastors, and
leaders to come up to the help of the
Lord. Those who remain neutral, who do
nothing in this time of crisis, will receive
the curse of Meroz.

The Celebration movement, with
Neuro-Linguistic Programming Labs 1
and 2, has come through the gate and has
enticed our beloved church with Pente-
costalism and spiritualism. And God
now caUs for His army to rise up against
this apostasy. Where are the Deborahs
and Baraks and Jaels, yes, and the
watchmen?
·God calls for the seven thousand to

stand up and be counted. There can be
no neutrality. The final battle in the great
controversy is now engaged.

grace is sufficient to keep men fTOm falling
(see Jude 24), that men and women living
amidst temptation and sin can conquer
even as Jesus conquered (see Revelation
3:21), and that His way of life produces the
happiest, kindest, most trustwonhy people
oneanh.

The urgency of this very late hour, the
distress of our world, the fact that many
are "looking wistfully toward heaven,"

and the dwindling days of each person's
own probation cry out for a people who
will arise to its task and shine. The chal-
lenge of God, issued through the prophet
Isaiah, is: "Arise, shine, for thy light is
comc, and the glory of thc Lord is risen
upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shaU
cover the eanh, and gross darkness the

"In vision I saw two armies in
terrible conflict. One army was led by
banners bearing the world's insignia; the
other was led by the bloodstained banner
of Prince Immanuel. Standard after
standard was left to trail in the dust as
company after company from the Lord's
army joined the foe and tribe after tribe
from the ranks of the enemy united with
the commandment-keeping people of
God. An angel flying in the midst of
heaven put the standard of Immanuel
into many hands, while a mighty general
cried out with a loud voice: 'Come into
line. Let those who are loyal to the
commandments of God and the testi-
mony of Christ now take their position.
Come out from among them, and be ye
separate, and touch not the unclean, and
I will receive you, and will be a Father
unto you, and ye shall be My sons and
daughters. Let all who will come up to
the help of the Lord, to the help of the
Lord against the mighty.'

"The battle raged. Victory alter-
nated from side to side. Now the sol-
diers of the cross gave way, 'as when a
standard-bearer fainteth.' Isaiah 10:18.

people: bulthe Lord shall arise upon thee,
and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And
the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and
kings to the brightness of thy rising"
(Isaiah 60:1-3).

As delegates to this 1974 Annual
Council, we believe that the Laodicean
message is addressed in a special way to
leaders of the church. Therefore, with all
the earnestness that we can command,
we appeal to all whom God has placed in
positions of leadership in the General
Conference, in the world divisions, un-
ions, conferences, missions, institutions,
and in our churches to lead workers and
members into the kind of deep spiritual
experience that will enable them "to
refleet the innage of Jesus fully." This
experience will make leadership truly
effective in the proclamation of the
"everlasting gospel ... to every nation,
and kindred, and tongue, and people"
(Revelation 14:6). When the Lord's ser-
vants thus bind themselves "to live as
Christ himself lived" (1 John 2:6, NEB),
the day when the Holy Spirit shall be felt
in total latter-rain power will be hastened,
the earth wiU be lightened with the glory
of the angel of Revelation 18, and Jesus
will come according to His blessed
promise. 0

But their apparent retreat was but to
gain a more advantageous position.
Shouts of joy were heard. A song of
praise to God went up, and angel
voices united in the song, as Christ's
soldiers planted His banner on the
walls of fortresses till then held by the
enemy. The Captain of our salvation
was ordering the battle and sending
support to His soldiers. His power was
mightily displayed, encouraging them
to press the battle 10 the gates. He
taught them terrible things in right-
eousness as He led them on step by
step, conquering and to conquer." Tes-
timonies, vol. 8, 41

How tragic the words of Jesus,
"Many are called but few will be
chosen"! The majority of laity, pastors,
and leaders will reject the experience of
holiness in the third angel's message,
and join the enemies of God.

Read also Testimonies, vol. 5, 76-82,
136; Tlte Great Colltroversy, 606--608;
Evongelism, 190-196; Selected Mes-
sages, book 3, 162, 178, 184

Ron Spear-EDITOR
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Let us pray for our leaders that they will have
the faith and strength to lead God's people in
obedience through His grace to "every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God"

The Role of Leadership
Continued from 7

timonies must delineate specific sins to
specific individuals and groups. "There
will ever be a spirit to rise up against the
reproof of sins and wrongs. But shall the
voice of reproof be hushed because of
this? If so, we shall be in no better
situation than are the various denomina-
tions in our land who are afraid to touch
the errors and prevailing sins of the
people. l ' Testimonies, voL 3, 358

"The rebuke of God is upon us be-
cause of our neglect of solemn responsi-
bilities. His blessings have been with-
drawn because the testimonies He has
given have not been heeded by those who
professed to believe them. Oh, for a
religious awakening! The angels of God
are going from church to church, doing
their duty; and Christ is knocking at the
door of your hearts for entrance. But the
means that God has devised to awaken the
church to a sense of their spiritual destitu-
tion have not been regarded. The voice of
the True Witness has been heard in re-
proof, but has not been obeyed. Men have
chosen to follow their own way instead of
God's way because self was not crucified
in them. Thus the light has had but little
effect upon minds and hearts.

"Will the people of God now arouse
from their carnal lethargy? Will they
make the most of present blessings and
warnings, and let nothing come between
their souls and the light God would have
shine upon them? Let every worker for
God comprehend the situation and place
the Selllillel before our churches, ex-
plaining its contents and urging home
the facts and warnings it contains. May
the Lord help all to redeem the time! Let
not unsanctified feelings lead any to
resist the appeals of the Spirit of God.
Stand not in the way of this light; let it
not be disregarded or set aside as unwor-
thy of attention or credence.

"If you wait for light to come in a
way that will please everyone, you will
wait in vain. If you wait for louder calls
or better opportunities, the light will be
withdrawn, and you will be left in dark-
ness." Ibid., vol. 5, 719-720

"Behold, now is the accepted time;
behold, now is the day of salvation."
2 Corinthians 6:2

"There is in error and unbelief that
which bewilders and bewitches the
mind. 10 question and doubt and cherish
unbelief in order to excuse ourselves in
stepping aside from the straight path is a
far easier matter than to purify the soul

24 O/lr Firm Foundation December 1991

through a belief of the truth, and obe-
dience thereto. But when better in-
fluences lead one to desire to return, he
finds himself entangled in such a net-
work of Satan, like a fly in a spider's
web, that it seems a hopeless task to him,
and he seldom recovers himself from the
snare laid for him by the wily foe.

"When once men have admitted doubt
and unbelief of the testimonies of the
Spirit of God, they are strongly tempted to
adhere to the opinions which they have
avowed before others. Their thcories and
notions fix themselves like a gloomy
cloud over the mind, shutting out every
ray of evidence in favor of the truth. The
doubts indulged through ignorance, pride,
or love of sinful practices, rivet upon the

soul fetters that are seldom broken. Christ,
and He alone, can give the needed power
to break them." Selected Messages, book
1,46

Indeed we have been following in
the footsteps of ancient Israel in the
following of our own ways contrary to
the express will of Christ our Leader. As
in the days of King Josiah, humanly
speaking it appears almost impossible
for God's will to be fulfilled in us as a
people. Like circumstances require like
leaders. Josiah's work is our work today.

"When the book of the law was found
in the house of the Lord, in the time of
ancient Israel, it was read before Josiah, the
king. And he rent his garments, and bade
the men in holy office to inquire of the Lord
for him, and for his people; for they had
departed from the statutes of the Lord. He
called together all the men oflsrael, and the
words of the book were read in the hearing
of the congregation. The sin of the rulers
and the people was pointed out, and the
king stood up before them, and confessed
his transgression. He manifested his repent-
ance, and made a covenant to keep the
statutes of the Lord with his whole heart.
Josiah did not rest until the people did all
that they could to return from their back-
sliding, and serve the living God.

"Is not this our work today? Our
fathers have transgressed, and we have
followed in their footsteps; but God has
opened the book of the law, and back-
slidden Israel hear the commandments
of the Lord. Their transgression stands
revealed, and the wrath of God will be
upon every soul that does not repent and
reform as the light shines upon his path-
way." Review and Herald, vol. 2, 182

The God of Josiah's day will honor
like leadership today. Let us pray for our
leaders that they will have the faith and
strength to lead God's people in obe-
dience througn His grace to "every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."
Let us personally communicate with our
leaders that we are desirous of supporting

with our prayers, our participation and our
means a repentance, revival
and reformation among God's people.

Let us share with them that God's
people are weary of this wilderness
wandering brought on by a lack of faith in
and disobedience to God's instructions.
They are longing for undershepherds who
by precept and example will lead them
into pathways of obedience and submis-
sion to the Master Shepherd. Let us share
with our leaders that it is our prayer that
"Thou art the men."

uGod has the power, the plan, and
the provision. And within that provision
is contained the human potentials
destined to participate in this final phase
of His triumph-a completely yielded
people destined to share in its consum-
mation. That is the promise and the
certainty that brings this personal chal-
lenge. A willing people will respond in
the ' day of His power.' That is the
immutable outcome. Will you, will I, be
a vital part of that responsive host? Thai
is the supreme question-and challenge.
Think it through."Movemelll ofDestiny,
Leroy E. Froom, 664

If some generation will be fUlly sur-
rendered to God's will, why not ours? If
some day, why not now? 0



Spiritual Drunkenness
10 Brethren Daniells and Prescott and
Their Associates:

I have light from the Lord that at this
time we must act with great caution;

for the enemy is watching our every
movement. At times I have been ready
to take steps that would be called ag-
gressive. I would commence to write the
history of the experience that we had in
Europe. I would read over the leiters
containing warning and caution that I
have had from the Lord for several in
Battle Creek. At times, I have felt that I
must print all the warnings given me for
Dr. Kellogg, especially some that were
given me while in Europe. But I have
not yet done this because I have been
impressed to wait. If I should make a
strong move in this direction, the battle
would be on. Those who are opposing
the light God has given would feel that
they had been attacked, and would claim
that they were compelled to make
moves that otherwise they would not
have made. And it would take much of
our time to meet the issue.
Let us hold on patiently for a little

while, and let the elements break forth
that are struggling into life. Let not too
many articles be published in theReview

andHerald that are of a character to stir
up strife.
The words that Christ spoke just

before His crucifIxion are clear and
plain: "Though he had done so many
miracles before them, yet they believed
not on him: that the saying of Esaias the
prophet might be fulfilled, which he
spake, Lord, who hath believed our re-
port? and to whom hath the arm of the
Lord been revealed? Therefore they
could not believe, because that Esaias
said again, He hath blinded their eyes,
and hardened their heart; that they
should not see with their eyes, nor un-
derstand with their heart, and be con-
verted, and I should heal them." John
12:37-40
"Though he had done so many

miracles before them, yet they believed
not on him."
So it will be in the experience of

those who are united with Christ in the
accomplishment of the work He has
given us to do. We have seen the great
power of God. The Lord has wrought in
behalf of His people. But Satan is not
dead or palsied, and he prepares minds
by degrees to become imbued with his
spirit, and to work after the same manner

IEllen G. White I

as he works against those who bear
responsibilities in the work of God for
these last days. In the future Satan's last
exploits will be carried out with more
power than ever before. He has learned
much, and he is full of scientific schem-
ing to make of no effect the work that is
under the supervision of the One who
came to the Isle of Patmos to educate
John, and to give him instruction to be
given to the churches.
The miracles that Christ wrought

gave to the world evidence of the divin-
ity of His mission. This powerful evi-
dence the Jews would not receive,
because Christ's teaching did not har-
monize with their preconceived ideas, or
exalt the human agencies who continu-
ally exalted themselves.
The Lord has been giving me in-

struction that we are meeting the same
unbelief today, and that we shall con-
tinue to meet it as we bear the last
message of mercy to the world. Every
ingenious device will be used, every
possible method taken advantage of, to
lead men to live a lie, that the truth shall
not stand as God designed it to stand, to
prepare a people through the sanctifica-
tion of the Holy Spirit, to stand firm as a
rock to principle.

AU who believe and practice the
Word of God will answer the prayer of
Christ as given in the seventeenth chap-
ter of John. Read this chapter from the
first verse to the last. In it you have the
plan of redemption. God's angels are
preserving the world from destruction
because there are some who have never
yet heard the message of truth.
The course of false science led the

Jews to strong unbelief. We are filled
with grief when we meet the same un-
belief in the world today. Christ came to
this world, and received at the hands of
the unbelieving Jews that which proph-
ecy declared He would receive. The
Jews who were fulfilling the prophecies
in the Old Thstament Scriptures, did not
realize what they were doing. They
professed to believe these prophecies,
and they did not know that they were
working out the plan foretold.
"Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry

ye out, and cry: they are drunken but
not with wine; they stagger, but not
with strong drink. For the Lord hath
poured out upon you the spirit of deep
sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the
prophets and your rulers, the seers hath
he covered. And the vision of all is
become unto you as the words of a book
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The forms of the dead will appear, through the
cunning device of Satan, and many will link up
with the one who loveth and maketh a lie

that is sealed, which men delivered to
one that is learned, saying, Read this, I
pray thee: and he saith, . I am not
learned.
"Wherefore the Lord said,

Forasmuch as this people draw near me
with their mouth, and with their lips do
honor me, but have removed their heart
far from mc, and their fear toward me is
taught by the precept of men: therefore,
behold, I will proceed to do a marvelous
work, ... and a wonder for the wisdom
of their wise men shall perish, and the
understanding of their prudent men
shall be hid. Woe unto them that seek
deep to hide their counsel from the
Lord, and their works are in the dark,
and they say, Who seeth us, and who
knoweth us? Surely your turning of
things upside down shall be esteemed
as the potter's clay: for shall the work
say of him that made it, He made me
not? or shall the thing framed say of
him that framed it, He had no under-
standing?" Isaiah 29:9--16

Every word of this will be fulfilled.
There are those who do not humble
their hearts before God, and who will
not walk uprightly. They hide their true
purposes, and keep in fellowship with
the fallen angel, who loveth and
maketh a lie. The enemy puts spirit
upon the men whom he can use to
deceive those who are partially in the
dark. Some are becoming imbued with
the darkness that prevails, and are set-
ting the truth aside for error. The day
pointed out by prophecy is come. Jesus
Christ is not understood. Jesus Christ is
to them a fable. At this stage of the
earth's history, many act like drunken
men. "Stay yourselves, and wonder;
cry ye out, and cry; they are drunken,
but not with wine; they stagger, but not
with strong drink. For the Lord hath
poured out upon you the spirit of deep
sleep, and hath closed your eyes. The
prophets and your rulers, the seers hath
he covered." A spiritual drunkenness is
upon many who suppose they are the
people who shall be exalted. Their re-
ligious faith is just as is represented in
this scripture. Under its influence, they
can not walk straight. They make
crooked paths in their course of action.
One and then another, they reel to and
fro. They are looked upon by the Lord
with great pity. The way of truth they
.have not known. They are scientific
schemers, and those who could and
should have helped, because of a clear
spiritual eyesight, are themselves

deceived, and are sustaining an evil
work.

The developments of these last days
will soon become decided. When these
spiritualistic deceptions are revealed to
be what they really are-the secret
workings of evil spirits-those who
have acted a part in them will become as
men who have lost their minds.

"Wherefore the Lord saith, For-
asmuch as this people draw near me with
their mouth, and with their lips do honor
me, but have removed their hearts far
from mc, and their fear toward me is
taught by the precept of men: therefore,
behold, I will proceed to do a marvelous
work among this people, even a mar-
velous work and a wonder: for the wis-
dom of their wise men shall perish, and
the understanding of their prudent men
shall be hid. Woe unto them that seek
deep to hide their counsel from the Lord,
and their works are in the dark, and they
say, Who seeth us? and who knoweth
us? Surely your turning of things upside
down shall be esteemed as the potter's
clay; for shall the work say of him that
made it, He made me not? or shall the
thing framed say of him that framed it,
He had no understanding?" Isaiah
29:13-16

It is presented to me that in our
experience we have been and are meet-
ing this very condition of things. Men
who have had great light and wonderful

privileges have taken the word of
leaders who think themselves wise, who
have been greatly favored and blessed
by the Lord, but who have taken them-
selves oul of the hands of God and
placed themselves in the ranks of the
enemy. The world is to be flooded with
specious fallacies. One human mind,
accepting these fallacies, will work
upon other human minds, who have
been turning the precious evidence of
God's truth into a lie. These men will be
deceived by fallen angels, when Ihey
should have stood as faithful guardians,

watching for souls, as they that must
give an account. They have laid down
the weapons of their warfare, and have
given heed to seducing spirits. They
make of no effect the counsel of God
and set aside His warnings and re-
proofs, and are positively on Satan's
side, giving heed to seducing spirits and
doctrines of devils.

Spiritual drunkenness is now upon
men who ought not to be staggering as
men under the influence of strong drink.
Crimes and irregularities, fraud, deceit,
and unfair dealing fill the world, in
accordance with the teaching of the
leader who rebelled in the heavenly
courts.

History is to be repeated. I could
speCify what will be in the near future,
but the time is not yet. The forms of the
dead will appear, through the cunning
device of Satan, and many will link up
with the one who loveth and maketh a
lie. I warn our people that right among
us some will turn away from the faith,
and give heed to seducing spirits and
doctrines of devils, and by them the truth
will be evil spoken of.

A marvelous work shall take place.
Ministers, lawyers, doctors, who have
permitted these falsehoods to over-
master their spirit of discernment will
be themselves deceivers, united with
the deceived. A spiritual drunkenness
will take possession of them. Th Ihe

unfaithful stewards the Lord says, Thke
you pleasure and walk in blindness as
drunken men; for after having many
opportunities, and refusing to improve
them, you will acl at last as the
drunkard acts, throwing away your
hope of eternal life. Seeking deep to
hide their counsel from the Lord, and
making lies their refuge, they will mis-
interprel the warnings and messages
God has sent, placing on these warnings
their false statements, to make God's
Word of no effect. Reports and sugges-
tions are galhered up and kept in the
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Those who are bound in Satan's coils are the
most confident and the most boastful. They
will protest at the thought that they are
ensnared, yet it is the truth

memory, to be used when it is thought
they can be used with the best effect.
This has been going on for some time.
Those who do this work seek deep to
hide their counsel from those wbom
they would injure. But the Lord is ac-
quainted with every movement, every
performance. All the secret workings of
men are open to the One who knows the
heart.

Some who have been deceived by
men in responsible places will repent,
and be converted. And in all our deal-
ings with them, we must remember that
none of those who are in the depth of

Satan's snares know that they are
there.

"Is it not yet a very little while, and
Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful
field, and the fruitful field shall be
estcemed a forest? And in that day shall
the deaf hear the words of the book, and
the eyes of the blind shall see out of
obscurity, and out of darkness. The
meek also shall increase their joy in the
Lord, and the poor among men shall
rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. For
the terrible one is brought to nought,
and the scorner is consumed, and all
that watch for iniquity are cut off: that
make a man an offender for a word, and
lay a snare for him that reproveth in the
gate, and turn aside the just for a thing
of nought.

"Therefore thus saith the Lord, who
redeemed Abraham, concerning the
house of Jacob, Jacob shall not now be
ashamed, neither shall his face now
wax pale. But when he seeth his chil-
dren, the work of mine hands, in the
midst of him, they shall sanctify my
name, and sanctify the Holy One of
Jacob, and shall fear the God of Israel.
They also that erred in spirit shall come
to understanding, and they that mur-
mured shall learn doctrine." Isaiah
29:17-24

"The wilderness and the solitary
place shall be glad for them; and the

desert shall rejoice and blossom as the
rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and
rejoice even with joy and singing: and
glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it,
the excellency of Carmcl and Sharon,
they shall see the glory of the Lord, and
the exeellency of our God." Isaiah
35:1-2

I was instructed to speak to you these
words of cheer which wcrc spoken to
me. I am to call for every soul to be glad,
as my heart has been made glad, and to
speak this gladness in the congregation
of the saints, and to tcll of the goodness
and power of God in every place where

they shall carry the precious gospel of
Jesus Christ to those who know not the
truth for this time.

Now, just now, we are to proclaim
present truth, with assurance and with
power. Do not strike onc dolorous note;
do not sing funeral hymns. The message
to be proclaimed for this time is,
"Strengthen ye the weak hands, and
confirm the feeble knees. Say to them
that are of a fearful beart, Be strong, fcar
not. Behold your God will come witb
vengeance, even God with a recom-
pense; he will come and save you.

"Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be
unstopped, Then shall the lame man
leap as an hart, and the tongue of the
dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall
waters brcak out, and streams in the
desert. And the parched ground shall
become a pool, and the thirsty land
springs of water: in the habitation of
dragons, where each lay, shall be grass
with reeds and rushes.

"And an highway shall bc thcre, and
a way, and it shall be called The way of
holiness; the unciean shall not pass over
it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring
men, though fools, shall not crr therein.
No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous
beast shall go up thereupon, it shall not
be found there; but the redeemed shall
wall< there: and the ransomed of the

Lord shall return, and come to Zion with
songs and everlasting joy upon their
heads: they shall obtain joy and glad-
ness, and sorrow and sighing shall nec
away." Isaiah 35:3-10

Oh, what a promise is this for those
who will separate themselves from all
cunning and scientific scheming, and
will follow on to know the Lord identi-
fying themselves with those who have
received the truth and are sanctified
through the truth. Every promise is for
those who will learn the only true
scicncc1 which is found in the prayer of
Jesus Christ.
"These words spake Jesus, and lifted

up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father,
the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that
thy Son also may glorify thee; as thou
hast given him power over all nesh, that
he should give eternal life to as many as
thou hast given him. And this is life
eternal, that they might know Ihee the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thou hast sent." John 17:1-3

In lhis scripture God and Christ are
spoken of separately. They are two dis-
tinct persons, but one in mind, one in
heart, one in holiness and justice, and
purity, and one in the work of seeking to
save the sinful race. To those who
believe in Christ, God will give power to
become His sons even to them that
believe on His name. This is the science
of the life that now is, and of the life
which is to come. This is the true science
that our medical men need to study-the
science of the saving grace of the gospel.
This is the science that students must
study in order to become genuine
cal missionaries.

Unless the heart, mind, soul, and
strength are completely conformed to
the will of Chrisl, the science studied
will nol give entrance into the narrow
way and the straight gate that lead to
eternal life. Straight is the gate and
narrow is the way that leadcth unto life,
and few there be that find it. Because
broad is the way, and wide is the gate
that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be that go thereat. Those who
regard it as a valuable science to be
sharp, 10 take advantage of and cheal
their neighbors, are cheating their own
soul, and unless they change, they can
never enter the Holy City. No crooked
dealing, no deceptive science, will find a
place in the heavenly courts.

We are God's little children, and we
are to learn of Him, His spirit is too pure

Continued on 30
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SUIDIDary and Conclusions

Ralph Larson, a retiredpastor, last served as
chairman ofthe Church andMinistry Depart-
ment of the Seventh-day Adventist Theologi-
cal Seminary, Far East.

between the cammon and the sacred in
our worship. In the first sixty pages of
Selected Messages, book 2, we find the
same admonition repeated, followed by
a prediction that "just before the close of
probation" some of the Adventist people
will reject these counsels. They will
introduce into our camp meetings music
that will be a bedlam of noise, with
shouting, drums, and dancing. The same
influences will appear in some of our
worship services. In these services it is
stated that Satan himself will be in-
tensely active, and the people whose
judgment has been impaired by the
raucous music will mistake the influence
of Satan for the Holy Spirit. See ibid.,
36-38

Working through these aberrant wor-
ship services, Satan will extend his con-
trol over a large part of the Christian
world. See The Great Controversy, 464.
Since he knows there will be a revival of
primitive godliness just before the end
of time, Satan will try to counteract that
revival by bringing about a great false
revival before the true revival appears.
See ibid. Multitudes will exult that God
is working for them in this false revival

GOD has warned us through His
chosen messenger that an enOrmOUS

convulsion will occur in the Seventh-
day Adventist Church shortly before the
end of our time. According to the in-
spired predictions, we must prepare our
minds for the shock of seeing more than
half of our members leave us (see Tes-
timonies, vol. 5, 136), some of whom
will become our most bitter enemies
(see The Great Controversy, 608). This
will be the floal result of what is called
the shaking time. See Testimonies, vol.
4,89

This floal result will not come like
an unexpected lightning bolt, but will
be preceded by a series of events and
influences that will culminate in the
shaking and the separation (see ibid.,
vol. 5, 81, 136). Ifwe are aware of the
nature of these precursors of the final
separation, we will recognize the events
when they appear and will be able to
avoid becoming involved in them and
swept out of the church with them. See
The Great Controversy, 594

The major influences that will result
in the great separation may be listed in
three categories: (1) changes in our the-
ology, (2) changes in our worship, and
(3) a great false revival.

In this article Ralph Larson concludes
his series begun in January.

Regarding changes in our theology,
we read that every wind of doctrine
will be blowing (see Testimonies, vol.
5, 80), heresies will come into the
church (see ibid., 707), "one truth after
another will be corrupted" (see Signs of
rhe Times, vol. 3, 118), false teachers
will arise in the midst of the church
(see Review and Herald, vol. 5,9), and
many ministers will stand in Seventh-
day Adventist Church pulpits "with the
torch of false prophecy in their hands,
kindled from the hellish torch of
Satan." Testimonies to Ministers, 409-
410

Particular objects of Satan's attacks
through these false teachers will be the
basic truths that are called "landmarks":
the law and the Sabbath, the sanctuary,
the three angels' messages, and the non-
immortality of the soul (see The
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 7, 985; COWlSels to Writers
and Editors, 53; Selecred Messages,
book 2, 388, et cetera). "Those who
endeavor to obey all the commandments
of God will be opposed and derided."
The Great Controversy, 593

Regarding changes in our worship,
we fIrst refer to a ten-page article in
Testimonies, vol. 5, 491-500, entitled
uBehaviour in the House ofGod." These
pages contain ten strong warnings
against losing sight of the distinction

:rl
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God will have a people who will cling to the
truths of the Bible regardless of the opposition.
They will stand through the last great conflict
because they have fortified their minds with
the truths of the Bible

when the work is actually being done by
Satan. See ibid.
The combination of false theology

and false worship will cause two compa-
nies to develop within the Adventist
Church and to draw apart from each
other. See Selected Messages, book 2,
114; Testimonies, vol. 6, 400. These two
companies are represented in the parable
of the wheat being prepared for the
garner while the tares are being prepared
for burning. See Letter 12, 1892

Increasing opposition from the un-
godly will cause world-loving church
members to abandon their faith and
move to the easier, popular side. See The
Great Controversy, 608. In this aban-
donment "the majority," which means
more than half of our members, will
forsake us. See Tesrimonies, vol. 5, 136.
They will be accompanied by many of
our prominent church leaders. See The
Great Controversy, 608; Testimonies,
vol. 5,81

"But God will have a people" who
will cling to the truths of the Bible
regardless of the opposition. See The
Grear Conrroversy, 595. They will stand
through the last great conflict because
they have fortified their minds with the
truths of the Bible. See ibid., 593. God
will protect them from deception be-
cause they are purifying their souls
through a belief in the truth. See Manu-
script 122, 1905

These people will be ntinistered to
by a converted ministry (see Manuscript
64, 1898) who will be qUalified more by
the unction of the Holy Spirit than by
literary institutions. See The Grear Con-
troversy, 606; Testimonies, vol. 5, SO-
82. It will be a "pure, sanctified ministry
prepared for the latter rain." See Letter
55, 1886
These members and n!inisters will be

among those who sigh and cry for all the
abontinations that are being done in the
church. See Testimonies, vol. 3, 267.
They will not displease God by being
neutral in a time of crisis.
"If God abhors one sin above

another, of which His people are guilty,
it is doing nothing in case of an emer-
gency. Indifference and neutrality in a
religious crisis is regarded of God as a
grievous crime and equal to the very
worst type of hostility against God."
Ibid., 281
Therefore, when a crisis is created in

the church by the appearance of false
teachers, God's true people will not
remain silent and "do nothing."

"False teachers may appear to be
very zealous for the work of God, and
may expend their means to bring their
theories before the world and the
church; but as they mingle error with
truth, their message is one of deception,
and will lead souls into false paths. They
are ro be met and opposed, not because
they are bad men, but because they are
teachers of falsehood and are endeavot-
ing to put upon falsehood the stamp of
truth." Testimonies to Ministers, 55; em-
phasis supplied

As the sifting and purifying of the
church is accomplished, separating the
wheat from the chaff (see Testimonies,
vol. 5, 707) and the gold from the dross
(see ibid., 81), there will be a great
influx into our church by ministers and
members of other churches. See The
Great Controversy, 464. A large group
of "eleventh-hour workers" will come
from Protestant churches, from the
Catholic Church, and from all nations,
tribes and peoples to anite with the
commandment-keeping remnant.

"These will come from the grossest
error, and will take the place of those
who have had opportunities and privi-
leges and have not prized them....
When those who have had abundance of
light throw off the restraint which the
Word of God imposes, and make void
His law, others will come in to fill their
places and take theit crown." Review
andHerald., vol. 3, 473

Thousands will step out into the light
and help to spread the last warning
message. Many backsliders will return,
the message will swell to a loud cry, and
the whole earth will be lightened with
the glory of the Lord. Evangelism, 693

Then it will be over. "The end will
come more quickly than men expect."
The Great Colltroversy, 631. "The Holy
One who divided the Red Sea before
Israel" will manifest His power and turn
the captivity of His people. Ibid., 634.
"Glorious will be the deliverance of

those who have patiently waited for His
canting and whose names are written in
the book of life." Ibid.

Road maps are intended to be used
fot comparison with the passing scene.
It is by this continuing comparison that
we are able to tell where we are and
how near to the end of out journey. It is
likely that the careful student of the
above prophetic scenario will notice a
strong sintilarity to existing conditions
in the church in certain places. It may
be that we have already entered upon
the closing scenes in the church's ex-
perience.

We must watch the unfolding drama
alertly and intelligently, yet refrain from
jumping to conclusions. It is evident that
those who live through the shaking time
will find it necessary to study carefully
how to relate to false teachings and to
false teachers, to the false theology that
will be proclaimed from Seventh-day
Adventist Church pUlpits, to the perver-
sions of worship that will appear among
us, and to the great false revival in which
demonstrations of Satan's power will be
thought by many to be the working of
the Holy Spirit.

Independent study and thinking will
be an absolute necessity. Blind loyalty
will be fatal. Every message and every
program must be judged on its own
merits, not by the credentials of its pro-
moters. That which is in harmony with
the Scriptures and the Spirit of Prophecy

is acceptable. Absolutely nothing else is.
It will be imperative that we think for
ourselves, study for ourselves, and de-
cide for ourselves, with the inspired
writings in our hands.

As all human support is removed
from us, we may find it necessary to say
as did Joseph and Daniel:

God is up there,
And I am down here,
And that is all there is-
And that is enough!

May God be with you. 0
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LEITERS TO THE EDITOR

Spiritual Drunkenness
Continued (rom 27

to dwell in Ihe mind and heart of one
that is lifted up unto vanity. In His
prayer Christ said, "I have glorified thee
on the earth." This is the science of
heaven. "I have finished the work
which Ihou gavest me to do. And noV:;,
o Father, glorify thou me with thine
own self with Ihe glory which I had
with thee before the world was." John
17:4-5
These are the words of Him who was

one in mind, in heart, and purpose, with
God in the work of saving a fallen world.
God and Christ had oneness of purpose,
oneness of aim, and they made one
eternal never-ending effort 10 work for
the salvation of the fallen race. The
prayer of Christ lays open before the
intelligent, understanding mind that not
one taint of the science of Salan's prac-
tice can enter the Holy City.

Satan worked in every possible way
to come out victorious in standing in
the highest place in the heavenly
courts. How artful were his contriv-
ances to win the game! He employed
every artful intrigue and device to
carry his science against God and His
Son Jesus Christ.

As I am shown special things of
Satan's science, and how he deceived
the holy angels, I am afraid of Ihe men
who have entered into the study of Ihe
science that Satan carried into the war-
fare in heaven. How I have longed 10 be
where I should not be compelled to see
the same science practiced on this earth
by medical practitioners. How my hearl
has been agonized as I have seen souls
accepting Ihe inducements held out to
them to unite with those who were war-
ring against God! When they once ac-
cept the bait it seems impossible to break
the spell that Satan casts over them,
because the enemy works out thc
scicnce of deception as he worked it out
in the heavenly courts. He has worked so
diligently with men in our day that he
has won the game again and again.

What, I ask, can be the end? Again
and again have I asked this, and I have
always received the same instruction,
Never leave a soul unwarned. Those
who are bound in Satan's coils are the
most confident and the most boastful.
They will protesl at the thought that they
are ensnared, yet it is the truth. 0

Battle Creek Letters, 122-128 (Letter
311, October 30, 1905)
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I am writing to you at this time in
reference to an item that appeared in
your publication, Our Firm Foundation,
October 1991. It is entitled "The Special
SDA Test." As you have indicated in the
first few lines, this was laken from the
Lake Vllioll Herald and is an article I
wrole for theHerald, dated November 3,
1987.

I really feel, Ron, that there has been
a breach of ethics here. I certainly stand
by the message of the article, but I do
believe it is unfortunate that you folks
ulilized this without permission from the
Lake Vllioll Herald or myself. I really do
feel that the Christian thing at aU times is
to be totally ethical on matters of this
type.
-John R. Loor, Pres.
Indiana Conf. of SDA

We were greatly encouraged to have
a conference president uplift the prophet
of our church in such a manner. There-
fore we reprinted this article in the
October1991 issue ofOur Firm Founda-
tion. This article was used without the
permissioll ofJohn R. Loar or the Lake
Union Herald We totally support the
Seventh-day Adventist church leader-
ship whenever they uplift the coullsels of
the Spirit ofProphecy and the Bible alld
seek to incorporate those counsels in
directing the church.-EDITORS

Regarding "The Tithe Problem," Sep-
tembcr 1991: I find it difficult to under-
stand the author's sense of fairness as a
professed writer for thc Word. Th malign
the church and the ministry in a public
forum by quoting a statement of a sup-
posedly responsible person ("I get tired of
going to church every Sabbath and getting
my weekly dose of strychnine from the
pulpit'') and using it as a base to indict the
ministry as a whole is contrary 10 the
principles enunciated by Jesus Christ. I
feel repulsed by such an approach.
-RS,Canada

We have received several letters ex-
pressing concern regarding the wording

n

....
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of the article mentioned in the letter
above. For generations strychnine was
widely used as a tonic because of its
stimulating effect in low doses. Many a
compassionate, well-meaning physician
prescribed it for a multitude ofphysical
ills. The patient alld physiciall hOllestly
believed that the best available care was
beillg provided. The Holy Spirit led
Ellen G. White to repeatedly condemn
the use of strychnine along with other
popular medicines of that dfly as poi-
sonous and harmful. Today science has
proved that strychnine is indeed a
deadly poison, but tltis came too late to
save the thousands-even millions-
who were actually harmed by it rather
than benefited by it as they and rhe
administrators of it believed. (See
"Ellen White's Criticism of Nineteenth
CenturyMedicine," Albert E. Hirst, Ad-
ventist Review, June 30, 1983.)
Seventh-day Adventists who today

are teaching and preaching that Chris-
tians cannot stop sinning even by the
power of God, alrhough with all com-
passion and sincerity and even though
it is readily accepted by some as the
truth, we believe that in tlte end tltis
teachillg will prove to be just as deadly
and harmful and witlt more eternal
consequellces thallthe "weekly dflse of
strychnine. " We regret t!lat t!le article
gave the impression to some that this
statemellt was generally applicable to
all Advelltist pulpits. We know that
there are many pulpits giving the true,
historic Adventist message, and we ask
forgiveness if we implied otherwise.-
EDITORS

I am recently engaged to be married
and, as usual, the Lord has provided me
with counsel and guidance at just the
right time. A friend gave my fiancee
and me the August issue of Our Firm
Foundation, and we are enjoying its
messages tremendously. Enclosed is a
check which I know the Lord will use to
broaden and strengthen Hope Inter-
national.
-EF, Virginia
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Monterrey
"In Search of the Remn....mt." May 1991

Kevin Paulson
"The Sure Word." July 1991
"The Sabbath: Burden or Blessing?" Novem-

ber 1991

oOur Firm Foundation-Subscriplion in-
formation may be found on page three of
this magazine, but check this box if you
are a new reader and want to receive three
monthly samples before you decide.
There is no obligation. Check here for
information on 0 Spanish, 0 Korean, or
o Scandinavian language edilions.

D Truth For Todoy-This is a powerful
Witnessing tool that brie'fly tells the story
of the Great Controversy from the Fall of
Lucifer to the earth made new. These arc
available in bulk quantities for distribu-
tion to non-Adventists. If you want a
single copy to look over first, just check
this box. A donation of one dollar to
cover postage would be appreciated.

o Truth For Today BibJe Correspond-
ence School-Chcck here to enroll in City Stare Zip
either the 0 Truth for Today course, or the 11191 I
o Word of Truth course for new or IL J

Ellen G. White
"Persecution in the First Centuries," January
1991

"How to Meet a Conlrovened Point of Doc-
trine;' January 1991

"The Imponance of the Canvassing Work,"
February 1991

Dennis Priebe "A Personal Appeal to Every Believer," Feb-
"Is It Essential, or NonesselllialT' March 1991 mary 1991

Remnant Publications "Our Publications." February 1991
"The Baker Letter," March 1991

"God's Marching Orders," February 1991 "Truth to Be Rescued From Error," March
Vernon Sparks 1991
"Old Bonles, New Wme," March 1991 "Be Ye Therefore Perfect," April 1991
"Old Bottles, New Wme," April 1991 hAn Address in Regard to the Sund.'ly uw,"
"Authority in God's Church," OClober 1991 April 1991
"The Role of Leadership in Revival and Refor- "A Sabbath Reform Needed," May 1991

mation," December 1991 "Lessons From the Experience of Achan,"
Ron Spear May 1991
"Justification and Sanctification by Faith," "The Need ofSeIC-surrendcr," May 1991
January 1991 "Duty of Parents to Thcir Children/, June

"A Word of Warning," February 1991 1991
"Righteousness by Failh,"Apri11991 "Religion in the Home," June 1991
"The Grealest Sin Among Us," May 1991 "Danger of Accepting Worldly Policy in the

C · 99 Work," July 1991
"Is the hurch III Apostasy." July 1 1 "Saving Failh." July 1991
"An Interview With Ellen White on

Marriage," August 1991 "The MUlllill Obligations of Husband and
"Enoch: A Type of God's Final Generation," Wife," Augusl1991

November 1991 "Unwise M"ni.'lges." August 1991
"It Is Nol for You to Know the limes and 111C

Colin Standish Seasons," September 1991
"The Mark of the Beast and the Seal of God," "The Visions of Anna Phillips," September

April 1991 1991
"Mal'li3ge and the Family," August 1991 "It Is Not for You to Know the Times and the
"Church Growth and Neuro-linguistics," Scp- Seasons," October 1991
tember 1991 "The Imponance of Bible Study." Oclober

"Is the Final Generation Different?" OClober 1991
1991 "It Is Not for You to Know the limes and the

"Futuristic Inlerpretations of the Antichrist," Seasons," November 1991
November 1991 Judge Not, 'That Ye Be Not Judged," Novem-

Ron Thompson ber 1991
"The Celebration Approach to Worship," July "Lessons from Josiah's Reign." December

1991 1991
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Annual Council
"1973n4 Appeals," December 1991

Bob Bresnahan
"A Masl Delicate Balance," August 1991
"Slicks, Stones, and Words," October 1991

Christian Edwardson
"Rome and the Bible," January 1991
"Rome and the Bible," February 1991

Dave Fiedler
"Adventist Cllain Gangs," January 1991
"The Purpose of Publishing," February 1991
"Sabbath Problems," May 1991

Clark Floyd
"New Earth to E..uth Made New," January
1991

"The Gathering," May 1991
"TV or Not," June 1991
"Judgment for the Sainls," July 1991
"The Bouam Line," September 1991

Clark and Mary Floyd
"Courtship-Goo's Way," August 1991

John Grosboll
"The 'Great Controversy' in the Family,"

June 1991
"The Fear of the Jews," December 1991

Marshall Grosboll
"The Spirit of the Antichrist," March 1991
"Religious Liberty in the Church," June 1991
"Fanaticism," October 1991

William HaynC$
"New World Order." November 1991

Jim Hohnberger
"A Hean-lo-Hean Talk with Falhers." June
1991

"The Mighly Counselor." August 1991
"Country Living: Preparing a People,"

November 1991
Alonzo L Jones
"Sunday uws and the Founh Command-

ment," April 1991
GreR Kendall
"I am an eighteen-year-old ..." September
1991

Ralph Larson
"The Fine An of Unbelief," January 1991
"Heresies Will Come In," February 1991
"An Analysis of the Baker Lener," March
1991

"The False Reasoning of a False Theology,"
March 1991

"Selling Aside the Spirit of Prophecy," April
1991

"TheWeight of the Evidence." May 1991
"Legalists, Perfectionists. and Right-Wmg-
ers," June 1991

"TIle New Dualism," July 1991
"Is Separnlioll the Solution?" August 1991
"The Tithe Problem-Who Is Responsible?"

September 1991
"Books of a New Order," October 1991
"The Sanctuary and thc Sabbath," November
1991

"Summary and Conclusions," December 1991
John Martin
"Simple Ways in a Complex World," Febru.'lry
1991

Clotilde Menendez
"Training 10 Win Heaven's Prize;' June 1991
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---New! --
1991 CAMP MEETING"'TAPES
- -• (Updated List)

Ray DeCarlo (4 tapes) 8.00 Ralph Larson ..... (3 tapes) 6.00
• The Repetition ofHistory:; 7 Trum·

pets, 7 Last Plagues; The Jubilee;
True and False ProPhecy

• IfYou Were God;'The Citadel ofOur
Strength; The Coming Crisis in Ad·
ventism

Clark Floyd (3 tapes) 6.00 Vernon Sparks ... (3 tapes) 6.00

John Grosboll ... (5 tapes) 10.00

• The Final Crisis; The Omega of
Apostasy; The Everlasting Gospel;
Whose Instructions AreWe Follow·
. ?mg.

Colin Standish . ... (3 tapes) 6.00

Ron Spear (4 tapes) 8.00

• •

• Authority inOur Life; Authority in
God's Church; Authority inOur
Health Message andWork

• •

• ..The Gathering; Character Develop-
ment Judgment for the Saints

• The Fear of the Jews; Daniel 8:14;
When Shadows Flee AwaYi Has God
Orclainecl Independent Self·support·
ingWork? Are You a Member of the
Church? I

Marshall Grosboll (5 tapes) 10.00
• Fanaticism; Faith or Feeling? Fel·

low LaborersWithGod; The Sin of
Meraz; What Is the Church?

• Let No ManDeceive You; European
Revival; EllenWhite and Time
Prophecy

David Harding .... (1 tape) 2.00 Bob Trefz (3 tapes) 6.00
• Apostasy in the Church

Jack Kendall .... (2 tapes) 4.00
• The Everlasting Gospel versus Baby·

Ion; Worshiping the Creator Christ
or Celebrating the Cosmic Christ;
On This Rock With the Keys

• That I May Dwell Among Them;
Christ as PrieSt

Allprices are suggested donations and are listed in U.S. funds. Checks may be madepayable to
Hope InternationaL Please incb.u1e 15% ($1 minimum) to coverpostage and handling.

Hope International
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Eatonville, WA 9832f
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