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counteract the message God has sent. I
point them to the Jewish nation and ask,
Must we leave our brethren to pass over
the same path of blind resistance, till the
very end ofprobation? If ever a people
needed true and faithful watchmen, who
will not hold their peace, who will cry
day and night, sounding the warning God
has given, it is the Seventh-day Advent-
ists. Those who have had great tight,
blessed opportunities, who like Caper-
naum have been exalted to heaven in
point of privileges, shall they, by nonim-
provement, be left to darkness correspond-
ing to the greatness of the light given?"
Paulson Collection, 349; see also Proph-
ets andKings, 141-142
"The Lord Jesus will always have a

chosen people to serve Him. When the
Jewish people rejected Christ, the Prince
of life, He took from them the kingdom
of God and gave it unto the Gentiles.
God will continue to work on this prin-
ciple with every branch of His work.
When a church proves unfaithful to the
work of the Lord, whatever their posi-
tion may be, however high and sacred
their calling, the Lord can no longer
work with them." The UpwardLook, 131
The sifting and shaking will soon

purify God's church. Some may say, "I
will stay neutral." Let us examine this
counsel from the prophet:
"Indifference and neutrality in a re-

ligiOUS crisis is regarded of God as a
grievous crime and equal to the very
worst type of hostility against God."
Testimonies, vol. 3,281
"Christ's followers have no right to

stand on the ground of neutrality.
There is more hope of an open enemy
than of one who is neutral." Review
and Herald, vol. 4, 386
God will have a holy people, a pure

ministry, a pure church that will demon-
strate to the world what the power of
God can do in fallen human beings,
who are willing to be made willing to
be obedient to all truth through the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Watchman, what of the night? Watch-
man, what of the night? The watchman
said, The morning cometh, and also the
night: if ye will inquire, inquire ye: re-
turn, come." Isaiah 21:6, 11-12
"And that, knowing the time, that

now it is high time to awake out of sleep:
for now is our salvation nearer than when
we believed. The night is far spent, the
day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the
works of darkness, and let us put on the
armour of light." Romans 13:11-12
In volume 7 of the Seventh-dayAd-

ventisrBible Commentary, 989, Ellen
White tells us that probation will close
suddenly, unexpectedly. What has hap-
pened to us?
The faithful, loyal and obedient souls

in God's church around the world are cry-
ing out, "Where are the watchmen?" We
see the Celebration movement gaining
momentum across America. A leading
pastor in one of our large churches is
teaching meditation and hypnotism under
the guise of neuro-linguistic program-
ming. Labs One and Two, containing Neu-
rolinguistic Programming, are becoming
a requirement for pastors and church
leaders in some of our Conferences. This
is spiritualism in a different and danger-
ous form. 10 those who want a clearer
evaluation of this crisis, please review the
December 1990 issue ofOur Firm Foun-
dation. Yes, where are the watchmen?
"But if the watchman see the sword

come, and blow not the trumpet, and
the people be not warned; if the sword
come, and take any person from among
them, he is taken away in his iniquity;
but his blood will I require at the watch-
man's hand." Ezekiel 33:6
What are we to do now? What will

happen to our beloved church? God an-
swers these questions through His
prophet:
"One matter burdens my soul; the

great lack of the love ofGod, which has
been lost through continued resistance of
light and truth, and the influence of those
who have been engaged in active labor,
who in the face of evidence piled upon
evidence, have exerted an influence to

THE messenger of the Lord has told
us that as we come near the end of

time an apostasy would develop in the
church. She called this the Omega-it
would be the last apostasy, and also in-
ferred that it may be the worst. Listen
to God's last-day prophet:
"Confederacies will increase in

number and power as we draw nearer
to the end of time. These confederacies
will create opposing influences to the
truth, forming new parties of professed
believers who will act out their own
delusive theories. The apostasy will in-
crease. 'Some shall depart from the
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits,
and doctrines of devils.' 1 Timothy 4:l.
Men and women have confederated to
oppose the Lord God of heaven, and
the church is only half awake to the sit-
uation. There needs to be much more
of prayer, much more of earnest effort,
among professed believers.
"Satanic agencies in human form

will take part in this last great conflict
to oppose the building up of the king-
dom of God." Selected Messages, book
2, 383; see also Special Testimonies,
Series B, No.2, 56-59
Brothers, sisters, pastors and leaders,

where are the watchmen in this crisis
hour? The world is on the brink of
chaos, everything that touches humanity
is in a crisis-and the church is doing
business as usual. Not only does the
trumpet no longer have a certain sound,
but there is an attempt to silence it alto-
gether. We all seem to be asleep in our
carnal security while probation is soon
to close for the world and God's people.
Where are the watchmen? The

prophets of old cry out to us in 1991:
"For thus hath the Lord said unto

mc, Go, set awatchman, let him de-
clare what he seeth.... The burden of
Dumah. He calleth to me out of Seir,
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Courtship-God's Way
for or follow wise counsel: "1 have the
most painful sense of helplessness
when parties come to me for counsel
upon this subject. . They do not
consider the matter carefUlly and
prayerfully, leaving themselves in the
hands of God, to be guided and con-
trolled by His Spirit. The fear of God
does not seem to be before their eyes.
They think they understand the matter
fully, without wisdom from God or
counsel from men. When it is too late,
they find that they have made a mis-
take, and have imperiled their happi-
ness in this life and the salvation of
their souls. They would not admit thai
anyone knew anything about the mat-
ter but themselves, when if counsel had
been received, they might have saved
themselves years of anxiety and sor-
row. But advice is only thrown away
on those who are determined to have
their own way. Passion carries such
individuals over every barrier that rea-
son and judgment can interpose." Mes-
sages to Young People, 458-459

As one is considering entering into a
marriage relationship many faclors
should be evaluated. Let us group these
under three general headings: "chemis-
try," life-style, and spiritual commitment.

I N these days of peril and corruption,
the young are exposed to many trials

and temptations. Many are sailing in a
dangerous harbor. They need a pilot; but
they scorn to accept lhe much-needed
help, feeling that they are competent to
guide their own bark, and not realizing
that it is about to strike a hidden rock
that may cause them to make shipwreck
of faith and happiness. They are infat-
uated with the subject of courtship and
marriage, and their principal burden is to
have their own way. In this, the most
important period of their lives, they need
an unerring counselor, an infallible
guide. This they will find in the Word of
God. Unless they are diligent students of
that Word, they will make grave mis-
takes, which will mar their happiness
and that of others, both for the present
and the future life." Review QndHerald,
vol. 2, 13
God's instruction regarding the

marriage relationship in all of its aspects is
abundant in the Bible and the Spirit of
Prophecy. We seek to share here that coun-
sel relevant to the premarital relationship
called "courtship." In thisworld ofmultiple
divorce, a sound and solid marriage is most
likely to develop if founded on a courtship
based on God's principles.

4 Our Firm FO/mdotioll Augusl 1991

"When so much misery results from
marriage, why will not the youth be
wise? Why will they continue to feel that
they do not need the counsel of older and
more experienced persons? In business,
men and women manifest great caution.
Before engaging in any important enter-
prise, they prepare themselves for their
work. Time, money, and much careful
study are devoted to the subject, lest
they shall make a failure in their under-
taking.

"How much greater caution should
be exercised in entering the marriage
relation-a relation which affects future
generations and the future life? Instead
of this, it is often entered upon with jest
and levity, impulse and passion, blind-
ness and lack of calm consideration."
Ibid., 15

Those who are contemplating court-
ship, as well as those already in a court-
ship, should be willing to seek the coun-
sel of those Christian persons who have
wisdom and understanding in the mat-
ters of life. The Bible says, "Where no
counsel is, the people fall: but in the
multitude of counsellors there is safety."
Proverbs 11:14
Ellen White speaks from ex-

perience about those who refuse to ask

IClark and Mary Floyd I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!



A young man who enjoys the society and wins
the friendship of a young lady unbeknown to
her parents, does not act a noble Christian part
toward her or toward her parents

"Chemistry"

The factor that should play the least
important part, but in most instances is
elevated to number one position, is
"chemistry," or physical attraction. With
the worldly method of dating, most often
people are attracted to one another be-
cause of good looks or some other kind
of outward show. Though it occurs in all
age groups to some extent, many times
the persons involved are very young and
immature in their values, anxious to be
accepted and loved, to be popular with
their peers, and they allow their emo-
tions and impulses to guide them into a
relationship best never entered. They
seldom counsel with parents or other
adults of experience to help them deter-
mine the wisdom of such a relationship.

"The young are bewitched with the
mania for courtship and marriage.
Lovesick sentimentalism prevails. Great
vigilance and tact are needed to guard
the youth from these wrong influences."
Testimonies, vol. 5,60

"If there is any subject that should be
consideredwith calm reason andunimpas-
sioned judgment, it is the subject of
marriage. If ever the Bible is needed as a
counselor, it is before taking a step that
binds persons together for life. But the
prevailing sentiment is that in this matter
the feelings are to be the guide, and in too
many cases lovesick sentimentalism takes
the helm, and guides to certain ruin."
Fundamenrolso[ChristianEducotion, 103

It should be pointed out that Satan has
a counterfeit for courtship known as "dat-
ing." The idca of "dating" just for the
purpose of "going with someone" is not
from God, and nearly always results in
emotional pain, feelings of rejection, loss
of self-worth, or on the other hand pride,
fickleness, and a host of other ills. "Th
trifle with hearts is a crime of no small
magnitUde in the sight of a holy God. And
yet some will show preference for young
ladies [or men] and call out their affec-
tions, and then go their way and forget all
about the words they have spoken and
their effect. A new face attracts them, and
they repeat the same words, devote to
another the same attentions. This disposi-
tion will reveal itself in the married life."
The AdventistHome, 57

Any relationship between a man and
woman which involves time spent "alone
together" on a courtship basis should be
for the purpose of prayerfully determining
whether they would be compatible
marriage partners. Allowing young people

to date for entertainment leads into many
of the eventual physical relationships re-
sulting in unhappy endings. The majority
ofthis type ofdating is carried on at night,
and so Satan lays his most successful trap
for the foolish and unwary:

"The habit of sitting up late at night is
customary; but it is not pleasing to God,
even if you are both Christians. These
untimely hours injure hcalth, unfit the
mind for the next day's duties, and have
an appearance of evil. My brother, I hope
you will have self-respect enough to shun
this form of courtship.... Satan's angels
are keeping watch with those who devote
a large share of the night to courting.
Could they have their eyes opened, they
would see an angel making a record of
their words and acts. The laws of health
and modesty are violated. It would be
more appropriate to let some of the hours
of courtship before marriage run through
the married life." Ibid., 56

The common practice of keeping late
hours together is condemned by God, for
"these hours of midnight dissipation, in
this age ofdepravity, frequently lead to the
ruin of both parties thus engaged. Satan
exults and God is dishonored when men
and women dishonor themselves." Ibid.,
56. Theworld encourages practicing birth-
control in premarital relationships; the
Bible teaches self-control and purity of
purpose. "Gird up the loins of your mind,
says the apostle; then control your
thoughts, not allowing them to have full

scope. The thoughts may be guarded and
controlled by your own determined efforts.
Think right thoughts, and youwill perform
right actions. You have, then, to guard the
affections, not lerting them go out and
fasten upon improper objects. Jesus has
purchased you with His own life; you
belong to Him; therefore He is to be
consulted in all things, as to how the
powers of your mind and affections of
your heart shall be employed." Ibid., 54

Perhaps here we should speak of
another principle given us to ensure a

successful marriage, that of seeking the
parents' approval and support of the
courtship, for the Bible teaches that as
Christians we are responsible to them as
well as to our Saviour.
"A young man who enjoys the

society and wins the friendship of a
young lady unbeknown to her parents,
does not act a noble Christian part
toward her or toward her parents.... He
who would lead a daughter away from
duty, who would confuse her ideas of
God's plain and positive commands to
obey and honor her parents, is not one
who would be true to the marriage ob-
ligations." Review and Herald, vol. 2,13
"Some seem never to bestow a

thought upon their parents' wishes or
preferences, nor to regard their matured
judgment. ... If you are blessed with
God-fearing parents, seek counsel of
them. Open to them your hopes and
plans; learn the lessons which their life
experiences have taught. ... Children
who are Christians will esteem above
every earthly blessing the love and ap-
probation of their God-fearing parents."
Ibid., 72-73

In past times, and still today in some
cultures, it was common for the parents
to select a companion for their child.
And though it is not usual today, the
principle of mutual consideration for
each other's happiness is certainly still
important. We read: " 'Should parents,'
you ask, 'select a companion without

regard to the mind or feelings of son or
daughter?' I put the question to you as it
should be: Should a son or daughter
select a companion without first consult-
ing the parents when such a step must
materially affect the happiness of
parents if they have any affection for
their children? And should that child,
notwithstanding the counsel and entreat-
ies of his parents, persist in following his
own course? I answer decidedly: No; not
if he never marries. The fifth command-
ment forbids such a course. 'Honor thy

August 1991 Our Firm FOlllldalum 5



If there is any subject that should be
considered with calm reason and
unimpassioned judgment, it is the subject of
marnage

father and thy mother: that thy days may
be long upon the land which the LoRD
thy God giveth thee.' Here is a com-
mandment with a promise which the
Lord will surely fulfill to those who
obey." Ibid., 75. Lasting happiness does
not depend on today's passion, but
rather upon maintaining a clear con-
science toward God and our fellow men,
including the members of our families,
through all our days.

In Genesis, chapter 24, the beautiful
story of Abraham sending his eldest ser-
vant to bring back a wife for his son Isaac
is the example God has given us of the
blessing of surrendering our will to Him
and of honoring our parents in the choice
of a life companion. Isaac was forty years
old but still allowed his godly father to
have the major role in choosing for him a
wife. Rebekah "became his wife; and he
loved her." Genesis 24:67. Premarital
emotionalism and "chemistry" were not
involved. Isaac trusted in God's provision
for his happiness. Our heavenly Father
will always provide the best for those who
wait upon Him.

We see from Abraham's example that
"Parents should never lose sight of their
own responsibility for the future happi-
ness of their children.... Fathers and
mothers should feel that a duty devolves
upon them to guide the affections of the
youth, that they may be placed upon those
who will be suitable companions." Parri-
archsandProphets, 175-176

Young people who are in school
should remember that they "are sent to
school by their parents to obtain an educa-
tion, not to flirt with the opposite sex. The
good of society, as well as the highest
interests of the students, demands that they
shall not attempt to select a life partner
while their own character is yet un-
developed, their judgment inunalure, and
while they are at the same time deprived of
parental care and guidance." Fundamen-
tals ofChristian Education, 62
"Chemistry," or physical attraction,

will come, but should not ovetruIe sound
reason and principle. Look before you
leap! A life partner needs to be carefully
and prayerful chosen. Don't allow your-
selves to become physically involved
before the time is right. Be careful even
about holding hands until your commit-
ment to the relationship is strong enough
to support this showing of affection for
one another. We have known at least one
couple who decided to wait to share their
fllst kiss on their wedding day. It was to
be a very special token of a commitment
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to one another which has since grown
sweeter and stronger in the passing years.

Spend a good portion of your time
together doing missionary work, or in
group activities and other interesting and
useful projects which will not encourage a
premature physical closeness. Avoid
Satan's enchanted ground and seeing how
close you can come to the edge of the
precipice without falling over. "Not one
word should be spoken, not one action
performed, that you would not be willing

the holy angels should look upon and
register in the books above. You should
have an eye single to the glory ofGod. The
heart should have only pure, sanctified
affection, worthy of the followers of Jesus
Christ, exalted in its nature, and morc
heavenly than earthly. Anything different
from this is debasing, degrading in court-
ship; and marriage cannot be holy and
honorable in the sight of a pure and holy
God, unless it is after the exalted scriptural
principle." TheAdvelltistHome, 55
"Love ... is not unreasonable; it is

not blind. It is pure and holy. But the
passion of the natural heart is another
thing altogether. While pure lovewill take
God into aU its plans, and will be in
petfect harmony with the Spirit of God,
passion will be headstrong, rash, Uflfea-
sonable, defiant of all restraint, and will
make the object of its choice an idol. In all
the deportment of one who possesses true
love, the grace of God will be shown.
Modesty, simplicity, sincerity, morality,
and religion will characterize every step
toward an alliance in marriage.II Review
and Herald, vol. 2, 250; emphasis sup-
plied. (This entire article is excellenL)

Lifestyle

As you are seeking someone with
whom your lifestyle is compatible, it is
wise not to assume the other person has
the same standards and convictions as
you have; tather those things of impor-
tance should be ascertained by open

discussion and careful observation. Here
is a case in point:

A young vegetarian friend of ours met
his bride-to-beat a Seventh-day Adventist
self-supporting institution. Since the
cuisine at the place was always totally
vegetarian, the question of preference in
diet never came up during their courtship.
You can imagine his chagrin when, after
their marriage, while eating out at adinner
bar where the food choices were broad,
his new wife came back to the table with

a plateful of chicken. Thankfully for our
young friend, over a period of time, his
wife adjusted her tastes to a strict vegetar-
ian diet, and this difference in lifestyle did
not result in putling a stumbling block into
their marriage.

Such stories do not always have such
a happy ending, however. ''It is often the
case that persons before marriage have
little opportunity to become acquainted
with each other's habits and disposition;
and so far as everyday life is concerned,
they are virtually strangers when they
unite their interests at the altar. Many find,
too late, that they are not adapted to each
other, and lifelong wretchedness is the
result of their union." The Adventist
Home,83

To safeguard against disappointment
and disastet, let us take a good look at
several questions which should be con-
sidered by each person previo1\S to and
during courtship.

First, are both of you sure that God is
leading you to consider marriage in a
serious way at this time? Are you qual-
ified spiritually, emotionally, and finan-
cially to become someone's husband or
wife? Are both of you clearly biblically
free to marry? Would you be more useful
to God in thework He has called you to do
if you were married than if your were
single? This question is important for
anyone who wishes to serve Jesus most
effectively. There should be good and
sufficient reason for you to marry, and in
addition your readiness for marriage



Do both of you have the same goals and values
in life; for instance, do you have similar
convictions about practical matters, such as
where you want to establish a home?

should be apparent to others of mature
judgment as well as to yourselves. Once
again counsel here is helpful, even before
beginning a courtship.

Do both of you have the same goals
and values in life; for instance, do you
have similar convictions about practical
matters, such as where you want to
establish a home?

"In choosing a home, Godwould have
us consider, first of all, the moral and
religious influences that will surround us
and our families.... As the location for a
home is sought, let this purpose direct the
choice. Be not controlled by the desire for
wealth, the dictates of fashion, or the
customs of society. Consider what will
tend most to simplicity, purity, health, and
real worth.... Instead of dwelling where
only the works ofmen can be seen, where
the sights and sounds frequently suggest
thoughts of evil, where turmoil and confu-
sion bring weariness and disquietude, go
where you can look upon the works of
God. Find rest of spirit in the beauty and
quietude and peace of nature." Ibid., 131-
132
Study the lives of Enoch, John the

Baptist, and "the great majority of the
best and noblest men of all ages. Read
the history of Abraham, Jacob, and
Joseph, ofMoses, David, and Elisha....

"How many of these were reared in
country homes. They knew little of lux-
ury. They did not spend their youth in
amusement. Many were forced to struggle
with poverty and hardship. They early
learned to work, and their active life in the
open air gave vigor and elasticity to all
their faculties. Forced to depend upon
their own resowcesJ they learned to com-
bat difficulties and to surmount obstacles,
and they gained courage and persever-
ance. They learned the lessons of self-
reliance and self-control. Sheltered in a
great degree from evil associations, they
were satified with natural pleasures and
wholesome companionships. They were
simple in their tastes and temperate in

their habits. They were governed by prin-
ciple, and they grew up pure and strong
and true. When called to their lifework,
they brought to it physical and mental
power, buoyancy of spirit, ability to plan
and execute, and steadfastness in resisting
evil, that made them a positive power for
good in the world" The Minisrry olHeal-
ing, 366

"There is not one family in a hundred
who will be improved physically, men-
tally, or spiritually by residing in the
city. Faith, hope, love, happiness, can far
better be gained in retired places, where
there are fields and hills and trees. Thke
your children away from the sights and
sounds of the city, away from the rattle
and din of streetcars and teams, and their
minds will become more healthy. It will
be found easier to bring home to their
hearts the truth of the Word ofGod." The
AdventistHome, 137

Our heavenly Father has urged us for
many years to seek the blessings of
country living. As we approach the last
days this instruction should be more
earnestly heeded. Please see chapters
19-22 of The AdventistHome.
Another aspect of the home is its

furnishings: shall they be luxurious or
practical? Are you in agreement with
one another in your tastes and in your

understanding of God's principles con-
cerning this matter? "Furnish your home
with things plain and simple, things that
will bear handling, that can be easily
kept clean, and that can be replaced
without great expense. By exercising
taste, you can make a very simple home
attractive and inviting, if love and con-
tentment are there.

"Happiness is not found in empty
show. The more simple the order of a
well-regulated household, the happier
will that home be." The Adventist Home,
150

"It does not require costly surround-
ings and expensive furniture to make
children contented and happy in their

homes, but it is necessary that the
parents give them tender love and care-
ful attention. ..
"Too many cares and burdens are

brought into our families, and too little
of natural simplicity and peace and hap-
piness is cherished. There should be less
care for what the outside world will say,
and more thoughtful attention to the
members of the fantily circle. There
should be less display and affectation of
worldly politeness, and much more
tenderness and love, cheerfulness and
Christian courtesy among the members
of the household. Many need to learn
how to make home attractive, a place of
enjoyment. Thankful hearts and kind
looks are more valuable than wealth and
luxury, and contentment with simple
things will make home happy if love be
there.

"Jesus, our Redeemer, walked the
earth with the dignity of a king; yet He
was meek and lowly of heart. He was a
light and blessing in every home be-
cause He carried cheerfulness, hope, and
courage with Him. Oh, that we could be
satified with less heart longings, less
striving for things difficult to obtain
wherewith to beautify our homes, while
that which God values above jewels, the
meek and quiet spirit, is not cherished.
The grace of simplicity, meekness, and
true affection would make a paradise of
the humblest home. It is better to endure
cheerfully every inconvenience than to
part with peace and contentment." Ibid.,
154-156

Will the young woman whom you
are considering be one who will estab-
!ish this kind of happy home? Does she
understand all those things necessary for
the mistress of a house to know, whether
her family afC rich or poor, in order to be
a good homemaker, and to earn a liveli-
hood should she find it necessary, for
herself and those who depend upon her?
Is she industrious, economical, a cheer-

housekeeper? And can she cook
healthful, tasteful meals? Docs she un-
derstand the simple natural remedies
God has given for maintaining health
and treating illness?
"Upon no account should the

marriage relation be entered upon until
the parties have a knowledge of the
duties of a practical domestic life. The
wife should have culture of mind and
manners that she may be qualified to
rightly train the children that may be
given her. ... It is her right to under-

Continued on 22
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The Mutual Obligations of
Husband and Wife

C NCERNING the obligations restiog
pon husbands and wives, and the

attitude they should sustain to each other,
the apostle Paul writes: "Wives, submit
yourselves unto your own husbands, as
unto the Lord. For the husband is the head
of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the
church: and He is the Saviour of the body.
Therefore as the church is subject unto
Christ, so let the wives be to their own
husbands in every thing. Husbands, love
your wives, even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave Himself for it; that He
might sanctify and cleanse it with the wash-
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ing of water by the Word, that He might
present it to Himself a glorious church,
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing; but that it should be holy and
without blemish. So ought men to love
their wives." Ephesians 5:22-28

Uke every other one of God's good
gifts entrusted to the keeping of humanity,
marriage has been perverted by sin; but it is
the purpose of the gospel to restore its
purity and beauty. In both the Old and the
New 'R:stament the marriage relation is
employed to represent the tender and
sacred union that exists betweenChrist and



Men and women can reach God's ideal for
them if they will take Christ as their Helper.
What human wisdom can not do, His grace
will accomplish for those who give themselves
to Him in loving trust

m,sses and defects; but the hearts that love
has united will discern excellences also
heretofore unknown. Let all seek to dis-
cover the excellences rather than the de-
fects. Often it is our own attitude, the
atmosphere that surrounds ourselves,
which determines what will be revealed to
us in another. There are many who regard
the expression of love as a weakness, and
they maintain a reserve that repels others.
This spirit checks the current of sympathy.
As the social and generous impulses are
repressed, they wither, and the heart be-
comes desolate and cold. We should be-
ware of this error. Love can not long exist
without expression. Let not the heart ofone
connected with you starve for the want of
kindness and sympathy.

Though difficulties, perplexities, and
discouragements may arise, let neither
husband nor wife harbor the thought that
their union is a mistake or a disappoint-
ment. Determine to be all that it is possible
to be to each other. Continue the early
attentions. In every way encourage each
other in fighting the battles of life. Study to
advance the happiness of each other. Let
there be mutual love, mutual forbearance.
Then marriage, instead of being the end of
love, will be as it were the very begimting
of love. The warmth of true frien<iship, the
love that binds heart to heart, is a foretaste
of the joys of heaven.

Let each give love, rather than exact it.
Cultivate that which is noblest in your-
selves, and be quick to recognize the good
qualities in each other. The consciousness
of being appreciated is a wonderful
stimulus and satisfaction. Sympathy and
respect encourage the striving after excel-
lence, and love itself increases as it stimu-
lates to nobler aims.

Neither the husband nor the wife
should merge his or her individuality in that
of the other. Each has a personal relation to
God. Of Him each is to ask, "What is
right?" "What is wrong?" "How may Ibest
fulfill life's purpose?" Let the wealth of
your affection flow forth to Him who gave

His life for you. Make Cltrist first and last
and best in everything. As your love for
Him becomes deeper and stronger, your
love for each other will be purified and
strengthened.
The spirit that Christ manifests toward

us is the spirit that husband and wife are to
manifest towardeach other. "AsChrist also
hath loved us," "walk in love." Ephesians
5:2. "As the church is subject unto Christ,
so let the wives be to their own husbands in
every thing. Husbands, love your wives,
even as Cltrist also loved the church, and
gave Himself for it."

Neither the husband nor the wife
should attempt to exercise over the other
an arbitrary control. Do not try to compel
each other to yield to your wishes. You

can not do this and retain each other's
love. Be kind, patient and forbearing,
considerate and courteous. By the grace
of God you can succeed in making each
other happy, as in your marriage vow you
promised to do.

Forbearance and unselfIShness mark
the words and acts of all who live the new
life in Christ. As you seek to live His life,
striving to conquer self and selfIShness, and
to minister to the needs of others, you will
gain victory after victory. Thus your in-
fluence will bless the world.

Men andwomen can reach God's ideal
for them if they will take Christ as their
Helper. What human wisdom can not do,
His grace will accomplish for those who
give themselves to Him in loving trust. His
providence can unite hearts in bonds that
are of heavenly origin. Love will not be a
mere exchange of soft and flattering words.
The loom ofheaven weaves with warp and
woof finer, yet more firm, than can be
woven by the looms of earth. The result is
not a tissue fabric, but a texture that will
bear wear and test and trial. Heart will be
bound to heart in the golden bondsofa love
that is enduring. D

Review and Herald, vol. 5, 475-476
(December 10, 1908)

Bulletin Board

Annual Camp Meetings
With longer days and warmer

temperatures, Adventists start thinking
about camp meeting. We at Hope Inter-
national will be holding our seventh
annual camp meeting at Eatonville this
summer. Other camp meetings are being
arranged across the country, five of
which are listed below. Watch for more
details in upcoming issues of Our Firm
Fowldation and newsletters.

Hoosick Falls, NY-This camp
meeting will be held at the same location
as last year August 15-18. For more
information, call (518) 686-7124.
Troy, MT-The Printed Page is

holding a camp mceting August 2S-
September 1. Call (406) 295-5555 for
more information.

Bristol, IN-Hope is sponsoring a
camp meeting August 2S-September 1.
Call (313) 658-2179 for more informa-
tion.

Yucaipa, CA-The Yucaipa Regional
Parkwill again be the location of this camp
meeting September 11-15. For more in-
formation, call (707) %5-9132.

Roan Mountain, TN-Hope will
sponsor a camp mceting October 5-6.
Call (615) 772-4401 for more information.

Correction
Please note the corrected location of

the Yucaipa, California, camp meeting
listed above.

Truth For Today Bulk Mailings
Good news! Hope [nternational has

decided to extend the offer through Sep-
tember 30, 1991, to mail Truth For
Today to everyone covered by a zip code
for only the cost of the postage--9 cents
apiece. If you would like TrUlh For
Today mailed to a zip code of your
choice, please send us: (1) The zip code
to mail to; (2) the phone number of that
zip's Post Office; (3) the number of
residences on each route served by that
zip code; and (4) your own phone num-
ber. When mailing to larger cities, there
may be additional mailing costs of 1-3e
per piece. Please pray that God's bless-
ings will accompany each seed that is
planted.
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pursued in all ages. Elijah was declared
to be a troubler in Israel, Jerentiah a
traitor, Paul a polluter of the temple.
From that day to this, those who would
be loyal to truth have been denounced as
seditious, heretical, or schismatic.. ..

"In view of this, what is the duty of
the messenger of truth? Shall he con-
clude that the truth ought not to be
presented, since often its only effect is to
arouse men to evade or resist its claims?
No; he has no more reason for withhold-
ing the testimony of God's Word, be-
cause it excites opposition, than had
earlier Reformers....

"So far as his opporturtities extend,
everyone who has received the light of
truth is under the same solemn and
fearful responsibility as was the prophet
of Israel, to whom the word of the Lord
came, saying: 'Son of man, I have set
thee a watchman unto the house of
Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word
at my mouth, and warn them from me.
When I say unto the wicked, 0 wicked
man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost
not speak to warn the wicked from his
way, that wicked man shall die in his
iniquity; but his blood will I require at
thine hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn
the wicked of his way to turn from it; if
he do not turn from his way, he shall die

A Most
Delicate
Balalllce

What Are We to Do?
We may well feel we are powerless

to stem the tide of apostasy, and of
ourselves, we arc. Yet Sister White
warns us that to do nothing in the time of
religious crisis is equal to the worst
hostility to God. See Testimotlies, vol. 3,
281

We must do something. It is at the
peril of our own souls and the souls of
those around us if we do nothing. We
read from The Great COllIroversy 45S-
460:

"Now as in former ages, the presen-
tation of a truth that reproves the sins
and errors of the times will excite op-
position. •Everyone that doeth evil
hateth the light, neither cometh to the
light, lest his deeds should be reproved.'
John 3:20. As men see that they cannot
maintain their position by the Scriptures,
many determine to maintain it at all
hazards, and with a malicious spirit they
assail the character and motives of those
who stand in defense of unpopUlar truth.
It is the same policy which has been

Bob Bresnahan

I F there ever was a time to "cry aloud,spare not, lift up thy voice like a trum-
pet, and shew My people their transgres-
sion, and the house of Jacob their sins,"
(Isaiah 58:1) that time is tlOW.

The church is plagued with confusion
and apostasy, and our Lord is calling for
watchmen on the walls of Zion. He is
looking for men, women and children
who will give the trumpet a certain sound.

It is becoming increasingly difficult
for anyone to maintain the position that all
is well in Zion. And I sense a growing
conviction among the laity of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church that some-
thing must happen, and happen soon, to
clear up this confusion. Soon the Lord
must take the reins in His own hands.

It is beyond the scope of this article
to list and derme every confusing wind
of doctrine blowing through the ranks
ofAdventism. If you are a regular reader
of Our Firm Foutldatiotl you are well
aware that our beloved church is in a
crisis, and you do not have to be a reader
of Our Firm FOUtldatiotl to realize that
something has gone terribly wrong. All
you have to be is a student of the Bible
and of the Spirit of Prophecy, and you
know that we should have been in the
kingdom before now.

Brothers and sisters, in light of the
present crisis facing OUI church, what
would our Lord have us to do? How are
we to respond to the confusion and
apostasy threatening to overtake our
Church?
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In the history of mankind no one has ever
presented the truth more lovingly,
convincingly, or more powerfully, than Jesus,
and yet He was forsaken and rejected by the
majority

in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered
thy soul.' " Ezekiel 33:7-9. See also
Testimonies, vol. 1, 321

What are we to do concerning the
apostasy that is growing so strong? We
must stand up for truth. We must call sin
by its right name. Our message must be
even more pointed than that which was
borne by John the Baptist. The axe must
be laid at the root of the tree. And it must
01/ be done in a way which reflects the
spirit of Jesus Christ.

How Are We to Stand Up for the
Truth?

We know that we must call sin by its
right name, but how shall it be done?
How, and in what manner, do we go
about warning and reproving the house
of Israel? Does it malter to God how it is
done?

We are told: "The faithful presenta-
tion of the message of truth will always
cause division. And upon the messenger
of truth the blame of the trouble will be
cast." SeeReviewandHerald, vol. 4,345

We must be faithful in our presenta-
tion of truth. We must never water down
the truth in an effort to avoid trouble.
The truth has never been popular

with the majority; it never has been, and
it never will be. And in the history of
mankind no one has ever presented the
truth more lovingly, convincingly, or
more powerfully, than Jesus, and yet He
was forsaken and rejected by the major-
ity. He was falsely accused of being a
liar, a Sabbathbreaker, a rornmon sin-
ner. He was even called Beelzebub, the
prince of the devils. Notwithstanding
these false accusations, we are told that
He was hated without cause. See John
15:25
. Our Lord's life was spent seeking to
bless suffering humanity-feeding the
hungry, healing the sick, giving sight to
the blind and hearing to the deaf, casting
out devils and forgiving helpless, repent-
ant sinners. Never in all His life was He
impatient, unkind or needlessly severe.

In spite of the faclthat His was a life
of untiring love and service to weak and
suffering humartity, He was hated and
put to death, even the death of the cross.
See The Desire of Ages, 753, for a
beautiful description of the love of God
as shown forth through Calvary.

Amazing love! We are told that
Jesus was willing to die forever for you
and for me. He was willing to die forever
for those who spit upon Him, mocked

and beat Him. Think of it, and then think
of how easily we are offended, some-
times over very small things. Should not
the love of God, as is revealed at Cal-
vary, constrain US to serve Him with all
our hearts? And seeing that He has so
freely forgiven us, should we not also
have an attitude of forgiveness toward
one another?

As He hung upon the cross there
were many in that crowd of onlookers,
who were laughing at Him, mocking and
reviling Him. How did Jesus respond to
those who were so cruelly persecuting
Him? He could have come down from
the cross and destroyed them all. He
could have prayed to His Father to send
ntighty angels to destroy that mocking
crowd. Our Lord did pray to His Father,
and what was His prayer? "Father, for-
give them; for they know not what they
do." Luke 23:34

We read:
"Nothing could have induced Christ

to leave His honor and majesty in
heaven, and come to a sinful world, to be
neglected, despised, and rejected by
those He came to save, and finally to
suffer upon the cross, but eternal, rc-
deenting love, which will ever remain a
mystery." Testimonies, vol. 2, 207

Even Angels Desire to Look Into This
Mystery.

"This is the mystery into which an-
gels desire to look. They desire to know
how Christ could live and work in a
fallen world. How He could ntingle with
sinful humanity. It was a mystery to
them that He who hated sin with intense
hatred felt the most tender, com-
passionate sympathy for the beings that
comntitted sin." The Sevelllh-day Ad-
ventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 904
This is the mystery that angels, and

not only angelS, but also the Father, Son,
Holy Spirit, indeed the entire universe,
long to behold in God's people today-
to see a people who hate sin with a

perfect hatred (so much so that they will
not knowingly commit sin), and yet at
the same time to see a people so filled
with the love of God that they will
martifest sincere sympathy and compas-
sion for sinners.

Brothers and sisters, this is indeed a
high calling. We are told:

"Th hate and reprove sin, and at the
same time to show pity and tenderness
for the sinner is a difficult attainment."
The Acts ofthe Apostles, 503

This altitude of heart would be im-
possible if we were left in our own
strength, but praise God for His greal
and precious prontises.
"Jesus revealed no qualities, and ex-

ercised no powers, that men may not
have through faith in Him. His perfect
humanity is that which all of His fol-
lowers may possess if they will be in
subjection to God as He was." The
Desire ofAges, 664

Again, how should we respond to the
apostasy everywhere around us? When
we see the standards dragging in the
mud, what should we do? We should cry
aloud and spare not, showing Israel her
sins. We must stand for the truth though
the heavens fall. But before we can stand
for the truth effectively, we must be sure

that we have the truth, Jesus abiding in
our hearts. Before we endeavor to rc-
buke or reprove an erring brother or
sister, we must examine our own hearts.
Do we truly love that brother or sister?
What would we be willing to give of
ourselves that we might see him or her
in the kingdom of heaven?

Consider these verses in Matthew
7:1-5. The Spirit of Prophecy says that
we should study these words as for our
life. See Testimonies to Ministers, 125

"judge not, that ye be not judged.
For with what judgment ye judge, ye
shall be judged: and with what measure
yc mete, it shall be measured to you
again. And why beholdes! thou the mote
that is in thy brother's eye, but ron-
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We cannot have a balanced attitude as long as
self is on the throne of our hearts. As long as
we are comparing ourselves among ourselves,
we will not be balanced

siderest not the beam that is in thine own
eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother,
Let me pull out the mote out of thine
eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own
eye? Thou hyprocrite, first cast out the
beam out of thine own eye; and then
shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote
out of thy brother's eye,"

According to the scripture above, are
we not hypocrites if we attempt to pull a
mote out of a brother's eye while a beam
remains in our own? What is that beam?
What does it mean to have the beam cast
out ofour own eye?

Please read carefully the following
statement from the pen of Ellen White:

"Not until you feel that you could
sacrifice your OW/l sel[-dig/lity, a/ld
even lay down your life in order to save
an erring brother, have you cast the
beam out of your OW/l eye so that you
are prepared to help your brother. Then
you can approach him and touch his
heart. No one has ever been reclaimed
from a wrong position by censure and
reproach; but many have thus been
driven from Christ and led to seal their
hearts against conviction. A tender
spirit, a gentle, winning deportment,
may save the erring and hide a multi-
tude of sins. The revelation of Christ in
your own character will have a trans-
forming power upon all with whom you
come in contact." Thoughts From the
Mount ofBlessi/lg, 128-129

The beam which obscures the vision
of many Seventh-day Adventists (even
many of us who claim to be reformed-
minded, straight-testimony, present-
truth Adventists), is the lack of self-
sacrificing love.

Do we want reformation in the
church? Do we consider ourselves re-
formers? Then let us remember:
"Of all the people in the world,

reformers should be the most unselfish,
the kindest, the most courteous, learning
Christ's way and words and works."
Eva/lgelism, 303

To love our enemies, to bless them
that curse us, to do good to them that
hate us, and to pray for them which
despitefully use us and persecute us, is
not an easy attainment. But it is our
privilege as sons and daughters of God
to manifest this kind of love toward
sinners, and in so doing we show forth
that we have been with Jesus.

Now Sister White warns us:
"There are two extremes to be

avoided, one is the shunning to declare
the whole counsel of God, and running
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into the spirit of revivalists in this age of
crying, 'Peace, peace; when there is no
peace.' ... The second extreme is to be
always hammering at the people and in a
harsh un-Christlike manner talking in a
way that they think you are provoked."
Ibid., 281

I believe we all must confess that it is
easy for us to become unbalanced, and
there is a delicate balance needed in the
work of reproving sin. Satan is con-
stantly seeking to destroy this delicate
balance by leading us to "love the sinner
so much" that we give license to sin
(which of course is not really love at all),
or "hating sin so mUCh," that we give
license to un-Christlikeness in our man-
ner of treating the sinner.

If we truly love the sinner we will
not withhold from him or her the
straight, testing message that the Lord
has given to His people.

The Manner in Whieh We I'resent the
Truth Is Very Important.

"The manner in which the truth is
presented often has much to do in deter-
mining whether it will be accepted or
rejected....

"It is to be regretted that many do
not realize that the manner in which
Bible truth is presented has much to do
with the impressions made upon minds,
and with the Christian character after-
ward developed by those who receive
the truth. Instead of imitating Christ in
His manner of labor, many are severe,
critical, and dictatorial. They repulse
instead of winning souls. Such will
never know how many weak ones their
harsh words have wounded and dis-
couraged." Ibid., 168

We have a tremendous challenge
before us as Seventh-day Adventist
Christians. Apostasy is in the very air we
breathe. Every faithful son and daughter
of God will soon know what it means to
"gather warmth from the coldness of

others, courage from their cowardice,
and loyalty from their treason." Testimo·
flies, vol. 5, 136

A most delicate balance-hating sin
and at the same time loving the sinner.
Only as we submit to the constraining
love of Jesus will we be able to possess a
balanced attitude towards sin and sin-
ners. We cannot have a balanced attitude
as long as self is on the throne of our
hearts. As long as we are comparing
ourselves among ourselves, we will not
be balanced.

"Jesus has given us in His life an
example of pity and love for the erring.
While He fearlessly reproved sin, He
regarded the sinner with compassion.
Looking upon the cross of Calvary,

where Christ poured out His life to
atone for our sins, let us recall His
words, llove one another as I have
loved you.' Oh, that we all, both minis-
ters and people, might heed the tender
entreaty!

"But while the servant of Christ
should seek with all patience and love to
save sinners, he should on no account
give license to sin. He must not allow his
perceptions to be dulled by contact with
iniquity, or his judgment to be perverted
by the world's opinion. By excusing and
palliating sin, we lose a sense of its
heinous character. Compassion for the
erring should not degenerate into indul-
gence for transgression. In order to pre-
serve the safe mean, the Christian must
add to patience godliness. Then he will
see as God sees." Review and Herald,
vol. 1, 304

Brothers and sisters, let us not look
to any man (not even our most
vative" friend), or institution (not even
Hope International), as our example of
godliness. However godly a friend or an
institution may be, Jesus is our only
perfect Example. Let each of us seek to
follow our Saviour's example of show-
ing compassion to the sinner, but never
losing sight of the sinfulness of sin. 0



forTh ug
Responsibilities ofMarried Life

t
My Dear Brother and Sister: You

have united in a life long covenant. Your
education in married life has begun. The
first year of married life is a year of
experience, a year in which husband and
wife learn each other's different traits of
character, as a child learns lessons in
school. In this, the first year of your
married life, let there be no chapters that
will mar your future happiness....

In your life union your affections are
to be tributary to each other's happiness.
Each is to minister to the happiness of
the other. This is the will of God con-
cerning you. But while you are to blend
as one, neither of you is to lose his or her
individuality in the other. God is the
owner of your individuality. Of Him you
are to ask: What is right? What is
wrong? How may I best fulfill the pur-
pose of my creation? "Ye are not your
own; for ye are bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body, and
in your spirit, which are God's."
1 Corinthians 6: 19-20. Your love for
that which is human is to be secondary
to your love for God. The wealth of your
affection is to flow forth to Him who
gave His life for you. Living for God,
the soul sends forth to Him its best and
highest affections. Is the greatest out-
flow of your love toward Him who died
for you? If it is, your love for each other
will be after heaven's order.

Affection may be as clear as crystal
and beauteous in its purity, yet it may be
shallow because it has not been tested
and tried. Make Christ first and last and
best in everything. Constantly behold
Him, and your love for Him will daily
become deeper and stronger as it is
submitted to the test of trial. And as your
love for Him increases, your love for
each other will grow deeper and
stronger. "We aU, with open face be-
holding as in a glass the glory of the
Lord, are changed into the same image
from glory to glory." 2 Corinthians 3:18

You now have duties to perform that
before your marriage you did not have.
"Put on therefore, .. . kindness, humble-
ness of mind, meekness, tong-suffer-
ing." "Walk in love, as Christ also hath

loved us." Give careful study to the
following instruction: "Wives, submit
yourselves unto your own husbands, as
unto the Lord. For the husband is the
head of the wife, even as Christ is the
head of the church.... Therefore as the
church is subject unto Christ, so let the
wives be to their own husbands in every-
thing. Husbands, love your wives, even
as Christ also loved the church, and gave
Himself for it." Colossians 3:12; Ephesi-
ans 5:2, 22-25
Marriage, a union for life, is a sym-

bol of the union between Christ and His
church. The spirit that Christ manifests
toward the church is the spirit that
husband and wife are to manifest toward
each other.

My brother, be kind, patient, forbear-
ing. Remember that your wife accepted
you as her husband, not that you might
rule over her, but that you might be her
helper. Never be overbearing and dicta-
torial. Do not exert your strongwill power
to compel your wife to do as you wish.
Remember that she has a will and that she
may wish to have her way as much as you
wish to have yours. Remember, too, that
you have the advantage of your wider
experience. Be considerate and courteous.
"The wisdom that is from above is flrst
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to
be entreated, full of mercy and good
fruits." James 3:17
One victory it is positively essential

for you both to gain, the victory over the
stubborn will. In this struggle you can
conquer only by the aid of Christ. You
may struggle hard and long to subdue
self, but you will fail unless you receive
strength from on high. By the grace of
Christ you can gain the victory over self
and selfishness. As you live His life,
showing self-sacrifice at every step, con-
stantly revealing a stronger sympathy
for those in need of help, you will gain
victory after victory. Day by day you
will learn better how to conquer self and
how to strengthen your weak points of
character. The Lord Jesus will be your
light, your strength, your crown of re-
joicing, because you yield your will to
His will.

Men and women may reach God's
ideal for them if they will take Christ as
their Helper. Make an unreserved sur-
render to God. To know that you are
striving for eternal life will strengthen
and comfort you. Christ can give you
power to overcome. By His help you can
utterly destroy the root of selfishness.

Christ died that the life of man
might be bound up with His life in the
union of divinity and humanity. He
came to our world and lived a
human life, in order that the lives of
men and women might be as har-
monious as God designs them to be.
The Saviour calls upon you to deny self
and take up the cross. Then nothing will
prevent the development of the whole
being. The daily experience will reveal
healthy, harmonious action.

Remember, my dear brother and sis-
ter, that God is love and that by His
grace you can succeed in making each
other happy, as in your marriage pledge
you promised to do. And in the strength
of the Redeemer you can work with
wisdom and power to help some
crooked life to be straight in God. What
is there that Christ cannot do? He is
perfect in wisdom, in righteousness, in
love. Do not shut yourselves up to your-
selves, satisfied to pour out aU your
affection upon each other. Seize every
opportunity to contribute to the happi-
ness of those around you, sharing with
them your affection. Words of kindness,
looks of sympathy, expressions of
appreciation, would to many a strug-
gling, lonely one be as a cup of cold
water to a thirsty soul. A word of cheer,
an act of kindness, would go far to
lighten the burdens that are resting
heavily upon weary shoulders. It is in
unselfish ministry that true happiness is
found. And every word and deed of such
service is recorded in the books of
heaven as done for Christ. "Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least of
these My brethren," He declares, "ye
have done it unto Me." Matthew 25:40

Ellen G. White, Testimonies, vol. 7, 45-
50
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Marriage and the Family
THERE is no more sacred human

relationship than the relationship
between a husband and wife. The very
first institution established by God after
the creation of man and woman was the
establishment of the institution of
marriage.

"And the LORD God caused a deep
sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept:
and He took one of his ribs, and closed
up the flesh instead thereof; and the rib,
which the LORD God had taken from
man, made He a woman, and brought
her unto the man. And Adam said, This
is now bone of my bones, and flesh of
my flesh: she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man.
Therefore shall a man leave his father
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his
wife: and they shall be one flesh." Gene-
sis 2:21-24

It was God's purpose that a husband
and wife should live together for eter-
nity, and after sin separated man from
God, the purpose was still that husband
and wife should live together until the
death of one of the partners. The vow
that is made to love, honor and cherish
until "death do us part" is the second
and most sacred vow that any human
being can make, second only to the vow
to love, honor and serve God. The Word
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of God records many evidences of the
sacredness of this vow. Within the ten
commandments is the injunction, "ThOll
shalt not commit adultery." Exodus
20:14
And it is God's purpose that no home

should be established without a God-
given relationship which prevents any
consideration of infidelity or separation.
Christ Himself on a number of occasions
brought to His hearers the importance of
the marriage relationship. In the Sermon
on the Mount He extended the com-
mandment even to lustful thoughts, and
declared that there was but one ground
for divorce, and that was adultery.
"But I say unto you, That whosoever

looketh on a woman to lust after her hath
committed adultery with her already in
his heart." Matthew 5:28

"It hath been said, Whosoever shall
put away his wife, let him give her a
writing of divorcement: but I say unto
you, That whosoever shall put away his
wife, saving for the cause of fornication,
causeth her to commit adultery: and
whosoever shall marry her that is
divorced committeth adultery." Mat-
thew 5:31-32

Great permissiveness had entered
into the society of Israel, and there were
those who held that divorce could take

Colin Standish

place for the most trivial reasons, but
Christ came to uphold God's law and the
sacredness of marriage. Much is
safeguarded if neither partner entertains
the thought that, even when there are
problems, the marriage was a mistake.
Moses had indicated that a woman could
be divorced for immodesty.
"When a man takes a wife and mar

ries her, if she displeases him because he
has found her immodest in some way,
and if he writes out a deed of divorce.
her former husband, who dismissed her,
may not take her to be his wife again."
Deuteronomy 24: 1-4, Moffatt

The leadership of the Jews had even
allowed divorce for the burning of the
husband's food. Christ stated that such
trivial responses to marriage were never
in God's plan for man.

"The Pharisees also came unto Him,
tempting Him, and saying unto Him, Is it
lawful for man to put away his wife for
every cause? And He answered and said
unto them, Have ye not read, that He
which made them at the beginning made
them male and female, and said, For this
cause shall a man leave father and
mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and

Colin Standish is president ofHartland
tute ill Rapidan, Virginia.



Each partner in the marriage relationship can
share the joy of constantly ministering to the
other partner the love that God provided. There
is no question that at the base of every
marriage breakup is spiritual declension

they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore
they are no more twain, but one flesh.
What therefore God hath joined to-
gether, let no man put asunder. They say
unto Him, Why did Moses then com-
mand to give a writing of divorcement,
and to put her away? He saith unto them,
Moses because of the hardness of your
hearts suffered you to put away your
wives: but from the begirrning it was not
so. And I say unto you, Whosoever shall
put away his wife, except it be for
fornication, and shall marry another,
committeth adultery: and whoso mar-
rieth her which is put away doth commit
adultery." Matthew 19:3-9

Marital love draws its strength from
Christ's love. It is important that this
love be expressed to each member of the
family. It should not have to be sought
after, but should be freely given.
Pleasant relationships, true love and
courtesy, far surpass the quality of build-
ings in establishing lasting home rela-
tionships. By daily continuing to behold
the love of Jesus, husband and wife will
strengthen these ties and be secure. John
expresses the secret of love when he
states, "God is love; and he that dwelleth
in love dwelleth in God, and God in
him." !John 4:16

Each partner in the marriage relation-
ship ean share the joy of constantly
ministering to the other partner the love
that God provided. There is no question
that at the base ofevery marriage breakup
is spiritual declension. This decline does
not necessarily involve both partners. It is
far too simplistic to say that there are
faults on both sides. While it is true that
no human relationship is perfect, it is still
very possible for a marriage to falter on
the self-indulgent and egocentric be-
havior of one member of the partnership.
Often, especially when one has lost his
relationship with God, it becomes even
more likely that he will seek fellowship
and relationships outside of his marriage
than if both partners lose their relation-
ship together. The life of the converted
partner is often a rebuke to the unfaithful
spouse. There is frequently a tendency to
harass the partner who is seeking to live
in conformity to God, and to establish
guilt feelings of failure and inadequacies.
Thus many fail to recognize that such a
partner has often gone to inordinate
lengths to do everything to retain the
viability of the marriage. In reality, in
such circumstances, the only one who
ean re-establish themarital relationship is
the wayward partner.

Marriage is an eternal triangle-not
the eternal triangle of the classical novel
in which a third party intrudes into the
marriage relationship, but an eternal tri-
angle involving God, a husband and a
wife. If both husband and wife are
linked to Christ by indestructible bonds
oflove, then their marriage is invincible.
If, on the other hand, one partner allows
the relationship with God to falter, then
there is always the possiblity of marital
strife, disharmony and even failure. This
possibility does not mean that lack of
harmony will always be the result, but
that the only marriage which is totally
secure is the one in which both partners
have a close fellowship with Christ. Of
course, not every committed Christian
can make a suitable partner for another
Christian. But those who are committed
to Christ will have taken into account the
highest Christian values and will not
have impulsively nor irresponsibly con-
tracted the marriage relationship. In
seeking God's guidance they will have
established a basis upon which a happy
and holy marriage can be founded. Such
a marriage will never be defiled by
cruelty, harshness, coarseness, indiffer-
ence or sensual or blasphemous talk.
God has directed that the husband be the
head of the family. He must take his
leadership responsibilities seriously
while also safeguarding against being
overbearing and dictatorial. The wife

and family should never be neglected for
other responsibilities. It is his responsi-
bility, wherever possible, to lead out in
the spiritual exercises of the family.
While being the leader of the household,
he will preserve the individuality of his
wife as the two lives blend together in a
unified direction. While head of the
house, the husband in his leadership,
must be motivated by love for his wife
and family.

Perhaps the most critical situation in
any marriage occurs when one partner has
violated his marriage vows by sexual

infidelity. This act is a divine basis for the
faithful partner to divorce the unfaithful
one. However, even here, should the fall-
enpartner seek forgiveness, surely it is the
faithful partner's God-given responsi-
bility to take back the erring one, just as
Christ has extended His matchless love to
all those who have been estranged from
Him. However, if after the very best and
fullest efforts have not achieved reconcil-
iation, the innocent one is free to divorce.
Under no circumstances does the Scrip-
ture give license for the unfaithful partner
to remarry, and those who do enter into a
new marriage, have entered into an adul-
terous relationship forbidden by the
seventh commandment. Some partners,
usually wives, do have to face most trying
situations, involving intense cruelty and
even a threat to life. These problems may
also involve the children of the marriage.
Only when all else fails and the danger
becomes too intense should the wife see
fit to leave her husband, but Scripture
gives no permission to divorce unless the
husband has committed adultery. When a
Christian is married to a non-Christian,
the Christian spouse has a great responsi-
bility to do everything possible to live in
Christian love. Paul states that in itself the
lack of Christian commitment is not a
valid basis for separation or divorce.

"But to the rest speak I, not the Lord:
If any brother hath a wife that believeth
not, and she be pleased to dwell with

him, let him not put her away. And the
woman which hath an husband that
believeth not, and if he be pleased to
dwell with her, let her not leave him. For
the unbelieving husband is sanctified by
the wife, and the unbelieving wife is
sanctified by the husband: else were
your children unclean; but now are they
holy. But if the unbelieving depart, let
him depart. A brother or sister is not
under bondage is such eases: but God
hath called us to peace. For what
knowest thou, 0 wife, whether thou

Continued on 31
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The Mighty Counselor
THE phone rang and the voice on the

other end was asking for help. Joe
had been married for 17 years and now
his wife, Barb, was ready to leave him.
Joe was the head elder of his church,
was successful in his profession, and
many believed he had a good marriage.
Can you come and help? He wanted us
to spend a weekend in their home work-
ing with them on the practicals. We
accepted his invitation, wondering what
would be the outcome. Upon arriving
we knew there was but one solution, but
onc prescription, and if followed, a new
life would come into this torn marriage.
You see, the gospel is a wonderful sim-
plifier of life and if followed will bring
all the blessings of heaven with it.
Would Joe accept the gospel in its sim-
plest form? Would he consent to co-
operate with the mighty Counselor?
Would he accept a simple solution to a
seemingly complex problem?

We shared with Joe and Barb a biblical
prescription for their marriage as well as for
all marriages wbcther seemingly good or
bad. Ellen White calls it "the inspired in-
junction." It is found in the book of James,
Chapter 1, verse 19. "Wherefore, my
beloved brethren, let every man be swift /0
hear, slow to speak, slow /0 wra/h."Empha-
sis supplied in all quotations
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What is it that we are to be "swift /0
hear"? In the book The Ministry ofHeal-
ing, page 509, we are told that "Christ is
ever sending messages to those who listen
for His voice." There is nothing more
needed in our marriages than the practical
results of commurtion with God. When in
trouble many think they must appeal to
some eanhly friend or counselor, telling
him or her their perplexities and depend-
ing upon the friend for help. All the time
there stands beside them the mighty
Counselor of the ages inviting them to
place their confidence in Him. Jesus, the
great marriage Counselor, is saying,
"Come unto me all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest."
Matthew 11:28. Shall we turn from Him
to uncertain human beings who are as
dependent upon God as we ourselves are?
"Christ is ever sending messages to those
who listen for His voice." In John 15:5 we
are clearly told that "without me ye can do
nothing." Even if you had the greatest
intellect ever given to man, it would not be
sufficient. Just ask Solomon; the wisest
man who ever lived states that without a
constant dependence upon God "All is
vartity." Ecclesiastes 1:14. After discuss-
ing the application ofJames 1:19,wewere
curious, would Joe begin to co-operate
with Christ, yielding his every thought,

IJim Hohnberger I

word and action to the mighty Counselor?
Would this marriage be saved?
The next morning three incidents

occurred at the breakfast table that
thrilled my heart. Joe, who is by nature
rather self-serving, after he asked the
blessing on the food began to serve
himself first. As I watched, his me-first
attitude changed. I could sense that the
mighty Counselor was impressing him
to serve the others at the table first and
himself last. His whole spirit changed
from "me first," to serving his family
and friends. Our prayers and his were
being answered. Joe was perhaps for the
first time in his life cooperating with the
divine CounselorJ in a way he had never
done before.

About 10 or 15 minutes into the meal
his 9-year old daughter rudely inter-
rupted; reacting from his natural im-
pulses Joe was rather harsh, but then it
happened again. The Holy Spirit spoke
to him, and halfway through his sen-
tence he stopped, regained his depend-
ence upon God and calmly and patiently
worked with his daughter. What a joy
sprang up in my heart as I saw this man

Jim Holmberger and his wife, Sally, have a
self-supporting ministry directed to uplifting
the/ami/yo



Dear friends, will we co-operate with the
mighty Counselor that we may demonstrate to
the world the power that there is in the true
religion of Christ-a well-ordered,
well-disciplined, Christ-centered family?

being guided by the mighty Counselor!
Meanwhile I was watching his wife,
who had a rather puzzled look on her
face, for she was not accustomed to
seeing her husband restrained in such a
way. Thward the end of our meal an
opportunity arose for Joe to make a
cutting remark toward his wife, and
again, in midsentence he responded to
the impressions of the Holy Spirit and
withdrew his stinging words and spoke a
compliment instead of a rebuke.

"Frequently a man who is entirely
ignorant of the wants of one of the
opposite sex, of the treatment she should
receive, takes her under his proposed
protection when his influence and his
temperament are to her a desolating hail,
beating down her will and her aspira-
tions, and leaving her no freedom of
mind or judgment. Ignoring her personal
rights, he becomes unkind and authorita-
tive. Her individuality is lost in his, and
she becomes the slave of his caprice and
passions, as though she had naught to do
but to obey his whims.

"He may even quote texts of Scrip-
ture to show that he is the head, and that
he must be obeyed in all things. He feels
that his wife belongs to him, and that she
is subject to his order and dictation. But
who gives him the right to thus dictate
and condemn? Is it the law of God,
which commands him to love God with
·all his heart, and his neighbor as him-
self? No; there is no moral or religious
defense for such unjust authority. The
same Bible that prescribes the duty of
the wife, prescribes also the duty of the
husband. It says, 'Husbands, love your
wives, and be not bitter against them.'
Colossians 3:19. The husband is to be
kind and affectionate. He is to love his
wife as a part of himself, and to cherish
her as Christ does His Church.

"While women want men of strong
and noble characters, whom they can
respect and love, these qualities need to be
mingled with tenderness and affection,
patience and forbearance. The wife
should in her turn be cheerful, kind, and
devoted, assimilating her taste to that of
her husband as far as it is possible to do
without losing her individuality. Both par-
ties should cultivate patience and kind-
ness, and that tender love for each other
that will make married life pleasant and
enjoyable."Review andHerald, vol. 2, 15

Joe, after 17 years, was now desirous
of cultivating that tender love, but would
it be too little, too late? No, for whatever
the mistakes and failures of the past, we

may, with the help of God, rise above
them. With the apostle Paul we may say:
"This one thing 1 do, forgetting those
things which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are before,
I press toward the mark for the prize of
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."
Philipians 3:13-14

As I observed Joe's wife, I could see
a little hope spring up in her; would Joe
prize her more than himself? Was there
still hope? Shewould wait and watch, but
as the weekend passed she observed her
husband restrain himself, by the grace of
God, at least a dozen times. Yes, she was
now a prisoner of hope. They both would
renew their commitment to each other
and being "swift to hear" allow God to
guide and mend their marriage.

Two weeks later Joe called. He
wanted to tell us the results of continuing
to follow the counsel of the mighty Coun-
selor. He said his wife was now his best
friend, that they had communicated more
in the last two weeks than in their entire
17 years of marriage. The family was
coming together. It would be an uphill
fight, but with Christ at their side, guid-
ing their every thought, word and action,
and with their responding and co-operat-
ing and trusting in the great Jehovah, they
would not only restore their marriage but
also their life in Christ.
. We need to see that "the mere hear-
ing of sermons Sabbath after Sabbath,
the reading of the Bible through and
through, or the explanation of it verse by

verse, will not benefit us or those t:ho
hear us, unless we bring the truths of the
Bible into our individual experience.
The understanding, the will, the affec-
tions, must be yielded to the cotl/rol of
the Word of God. Then through the work
of the Holy Spirit the precepts of the
Word will become the principles of the
life." The Ministry ofHealing, 514

Though many of us profess to be
Christians, we carry around with us a
bundle of self that we regard as a1to-

gether too precious to be given up. It is
our privilege to lay this bundle ofselfat
the feet of Jesus and in its place develop
the character and similitude of Christ.

Brothers and sisters, our spouses are
waiting to see the result. If we will
respond to the inspired injunction of
"swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to
wrath," we will find that our affections
will be set not on ourselves or the things
of this world, but on the things above,
and that our life will become "hid with
Christ in God." Colossians 3:2-3

My wife has often said, "little atten-
tions often" will keep a home and a life
in proper order. Today the very mar-
riages which most need divine instruc-
tion often fail of receiving it because
they do not place themselves in con-
tinual communion and constant depend-
ence upon God. The difficulties to which
marriages are daily exposed make con-
tinuous prayer a necessity, for there are
dangers that beset us on every hand. This
communion and constant dependence
upon God is maintained by a quiet self-
restraint, by not giving the reins of our
lives over to our natural impulses. Christ
became the Son ofman to show us how to
live this life of continual communion and
complete dependence upon God.

It is when we permit our communion
with God, "swift to hear," to be broken
that our defense is departed from us.
Then instead of being slow to speak, and
slow to wrath we become swift to speak
and swift to wrath.

. We are admonished, "Q.lltivate the
habit of talking with the Saviour when
you are alone, when you are walking, and
when you are busy with your daily labor.
Let Ihe heart be continually uplifted in
silent petition for help, for light, for
strength, for knowledge. Let every breath
be a prayer." TheMinistry ofHealing, 511

Friends, nothing is more needed in
our marriages then the practical results of
this continual communion and depend-
ence upon God. When you are tempted to
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Overseas Literature

add my name to your mailing list.
-CG, Virginia

Your dona/ions marked "Overseas
Literature" help us fill the many re-
quests for literature we receive from
foreign COWJlries each day.-EDIToRs

D<M ?t- 7-.u.u-
1I.tJ. ... 9t1()

_..- ..A

Your magazine came to me
miraculously. It worked in my heart just
the same like a dry ground is watered by
rain after a dry season. I am not able to
send dollars for a subscription, but the
best I can do is to use the articles in
awakening my fellow countrymen by
my setmons and letter writing.
-KS, Zimbabwe

I am very happy to inform you that I
have discovered the great treasure of the
truth for these last days in your books
and magazines such as Our Firm Foun-
dation, which has helped me very much
and encouraged me in my walk as a
Christian in the narrow path. Your publi-
cations have been a help to me and have
given me a greater insight into my Ad-
ventist faith. As we are nearing the
closing hours of this world's history, I
do believe that your books and maga-
zines will prepare many for eternity.

I also ask you to put me on your
mailing list. I shall be happy to share the
message with my friends.
-CM, Tanzania

I am highly grateful for your re-
sponding to my letter to you requesting
help in the ministerial work. I have
received from you several books and a
few copies of Our Firm FOIUldatio11.
They are excellent and they came at a
time when I was preparing for an evan-
gelistic effort, and, in fact, the materials
in the books and magazines helped me a
lot in my sermon preparation.

I pray for the Lord's mighty hand to
protect your ministry from the destroyer
that the message will fly to all the
corners of the world.
-SA, Ghana

I have just received my third copy of
Our Finn Foundation. Needless to say, I
was delighted. The Lord has put a great
burden on me and a desire to have a
closer walk with Him these past couple
of years. Our church services and ser-
mons have changed so much that I come
home with an empty feeling that causes
such frustration. I am so thankful for
your sincere ministry of setting forth the
truth. Allhough it is painful to see my
church like it is (lukewarm), I am better
able to undertand the "times" and pray
with earnest love for our young pastors.
We all need the baptism of the Holy
Spirit so mucb. This I think we realize,
but the putting away of these "pet sins"
is the hard part.

Financially I cannot help very mUCh,
but you are daily in my prayers.
-JP, Arkansas

I want to encourage you in your
work. Your magazine is like a breath of
fresh air to invigorate one's soul. (A
friend gave me a copy this week.) I am
appreciative and now want to be suppor-
tive of your ministry. Therefore, please

Enclosed please ftnd a money order
for a subscription to Our Firm Founda-
tion. Thanks for sending it to us at times
when we could not send a donation.
When we do get your magazine, we
devour it word for word and cover to
cover. It's good to get a magazine that
holds true to the "law and testament"
and the folk are not ashamed of the truth.
Thank you for your wonderful ministry.
-NS, Thnnessee

Please find a check for $15 to be
used as a subscription for someone who
cannot afford Our Firm FOIUldation.
Your paper is always like a new camp
meeting each month.
-JG, Thnnessee

Your donations marked "Subscrip-
tion Assistance" will help us send Our
Firm Foundation to people who cannot
presently afford to subscribe for them-
selves.-EoITORs

be "swift to speak" or "swift to wrath,"
close the lips firmly and tell everything to
Jesus. Reach up by faith and the mighty
Counselor will be there to help. In your
weakness lay hold of infinite strength.
Our Saviour is waiting for US to do this.
He "laid aside His royal robe, His kingly
crown, and His high command, and
stepped down, down, down to the lowest
depths of humiliation. Bearing human
nature, He met all the temptations of
humanity and in our behalf defeated tbe
enemy on every point. All this He did that
He might bring men power by which they
might be overcomers. 'All power,' He
says, 'is given unto me.' Matthew 28:18.
And this He gives to all who will follow
Him. They may demonstrate to the world
the power that there is in the religion of
Christ for the conquest of self." Testimo-
nies, vol. 9, 190
, The Lord Jesus knows just what His
children need. All power, all wisdom, are
at our command. We have only to be
"swift to hear." Dear friends, will we
co-operate with the mighty Counselor that
we may demonstrate to the world the
power that there is in the true religion of
Christ-a well-ordered, well-disciplined,
Christ-centered family? We are ad-
monished that this power will recommend
the truth as nothing else can. Will you not
join with US and the 144,000 in rededicat-
ing your life, your marriage, and all that
you have and are, and from this day
forward be like the child Samuel, and say
"Speak, LoRD; for thy servant hearelh"?
1 Samuel 3:9. Or as Joshua, when placed
in the highest position as commander of
Israel, also took the position of a little
child to be directed. "What saith my LoRD
unto His servant?" (Joshua 5:14) was his
response. The strength and security of the
apostle Paul was also in this attitude of
mind: "Lord, what wilt thou have me to
do?" Acts 9:6

Friends, Christ is speaking to all of us
this very moment saying, "Behold, I
stand at the door, and knock: if any man
hear My voice, and open the door, I will
come in to him, and will sup with him,
and he with Me." Revelation 3:20. Will
you become assimilated to the divine
Pattern? Will you obey the inspired in-
junction, "Be swift to hear, slow to speak,
slow to wrath?" If you will, God will
guide your every step. He knows what
the wife needs to hear and see, and what
the husband needs to learn and do. He
will mend your marriage and make it
better than you ever imagined possible.
For He only is the mighty Counselor. 0
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An
Interview
With Ellen
White
on

Marriage

THE institution of marriage was
given by God to our first parents.

Jesus performed the first marriage on
the sixth day of Creation. Then on the
seventh day Jesus gave them the second
institution of blessing, the Sabbath.
These two institutions are now nearly
six thousand years old. They were given
for an eternal blessing for the human
race. Satan has attacked both of these
institutions, and now God's beloved
remnant church has a divorce rate nearly
equal to that of the world. What tragedy!
Let us now imagine what God's last-day
prophet, Ellen White, would counsel
concerning the institution of marriage.

Sister White, what counsel would you
give to young people today concerning
marriage?
"In this age of the world, as the scenes

ofearth's history are soon to close and we
are about to enter upon the time of
trouble such as never was, the fewer the
marriages contracted, the better for all,
both men and women. Above aU, when
Satan is working with aU deceivableness
ofumighteousness in them that perish, let
Christians beware of connecting them-
selves with unbelievers. God has spoken.
AU who fear Him will submit to His wise
injunctions. Our feelings, impulses, and

affections must flow heavenward, not
earthward, not in the low, base channel of
sensual thought and indulgence. It is time
now that every soul should stand as in the
sight of the heart-searching God." Tes-
timonies, vol. 5, 366

"In regard to marriage, I would say,
Read the Word of God. Even in this
time, the last days of this world's his-
tory, marriages take place among
Seventh-day Adventists.... We have, as
a people, never forbidden marriage, ex·
cept in cases where there were obvious
reasons that marriage would be misery
to both parties. And even then, we have
only advised and counseled." Mind,
Character, ondPersonafilY, 219

Should Seventh-day Adventist young
people consider marrying a non-
Seventh-day Adventist?

Paul "again, in his second epistle, he
writes: 'Be ye not unequally yoked to-
gether with unbelievers: for what fel-
lowship hath righteousness with umight-
eousness? and what communion hath
light with darkness? and what concord
hath Christ with Belial? or what part
hath he that believeth with an infidel?
and what agreement hath the temple of
God with idols? for ye are the temple of
the living God; as God hath said, I will

Ron Spear

dwell in them, and walk in them; and I
will be their God, and they shall be my
people. Wherefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate, saith
the Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing; and I will receive you, and will be
a Father unto you, and ye shall be My
sons and daughters, saith the Lord
Ahnighty.' 2 Corinthians 6:14-18

"My sister, dare you disregard these
plain and positive directions? As a child
of God, a subject of Christ's kingdom,
the purchase of His blood, how can you
connect yourself with one who does not
acknowledge His claims, who is not con-
trolled by His Spirit? The commands I
have quoted are not the word ofman, but
of God. Though the companion of your
choice were in aU other respects worthy
(which he is not), yet he has not accepted
the truth fortrus time; he is an unbeliever,
and you are forbidden of heaven to unite
yourself with him. You cannot, without
peril to your soul, disregard this divine
injunction." Testimonies, vol. 5, 364

Sister White, how should Adventist
Christians approach the decision to
engage themselves to the marriage
contract?

"In the youthful mind marriage is
clothed with romance, and it is difficullto
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I tell you both to seek the Lord. In love and
kindness do your duty one to the other. The
husband should cultivate industrious habits,
doing his best to support his family. This will
lead his wife to have respect for him

divest it of this feature, with which imagi-
nation covers it, and to impress the mind
with a sense of the weighty responsibili-
ties involved in the marriage vow. This
vow links the destinies of the two in-
dividuals with bonds which naught but
the hand of death should sever.

"Every marriage engagement should
be carefuUy considered, for marriage is a
step taken for life. Both the man and the
woman should carefuUy consider whether
they can cleave to each other through the
vicissitudes of life as long as they both
shau live." The Adventist Home, 340

What age would be considered the
appropriate time for entering the
marriage relationship?

"Before assuming the responsibili-
ties involved in marriage young mcn and
young women should have such an ex-
perience in practical life as will prepare
them for its duties and its burdens. Early
marriages are not to be encouraged. A
relation so important as marriage and so
far-reaching in its results should not be
entered upon hastily, without sufficient
preparation, and before the mental and
physical powers are well developed."
The Ministry ofHealing; 358

"The words of Christ should ever be
borne in mind: 'As it was in the days of
Noe, so shaU it be also in the days of the
Son of man.... They married wives,
they were given in marriage, until the
day that Noe entered into the ark, and
the flood came, and destroyed them all.'
Luke 17:26-27. We see the same infat-
uation in regard to marriage. Youth, and
even men and women, who ought to be
wise and discerning, act as if bewitched
upon this question. Satanic power seems
to take possession of them. Courtship
and marriage is the aU-absorbing theme.
The most indiscreet marriages are
formed. God is not consulted. Human
feelings, desires, and passions bear
down everything before them, until the
die is cast. Untold misery is the result of
this state of things, and God is dishon-
ored. The marriage bed is not sanctified
or holy. Shall there not be a decided
change in reference to this important
matter?" 'Testimonies on Sexual Be-
haviour, Adultery, andDivorce, 16

Sister White, could you give us the
blueprint of a happy Cbristian
marriage?

"Neither the husband nor the wife
should attcmpt to exercise over the other
an arbitrary control. Do not try to com-

20 Our Firm August 1991

pel each other to yield to your wishes.
You cannot do this and retain each
other's love. Be kind, patient and for-
bearing, considerate and courteous. By
the grace of God you can succeed in
making each other happy, as in your
marriage vow you promised to do." Re-
view andHerald, vol. 5,475

Sister White, would you review for us
God's counsel on divorce?

"1 have received a letter from your
husband. I would say that there is only
one thing for which a husband may
lawfully separate from his wife or a wife
from her husband, and that is adultery.
"If your dispositions are not con-

genial, would it not befor the glory ofGod
for you to change these dispositions?
"A husband and wife should culti-

vate respect and affection for each other.
They should guard the spirit, the words,
and the actions so that nothing will be
said or done to irritate or annoy. Each is
to have a care for the other, doing all in
their power to strengthen their mutual
affection.

"I teU you both to seek the Lord. In
love and kindness do your duty one to the
other. The husband should cultivate in-
dustrious habits, doing his best to support
his family. This will lead his wife to have
respect for him." TheAdventistHome, 345

Sister White, could you counsel God's
remnant people in regard to the
sexual relationship in marriage?

"Let the husband and wife in their
married life prove a help and a blessing
to one another. Let them consider the
cost of every indulgence in intemper-
ance and sensualism. These indulgences
do not increase love, nor ennoble and
elevate. Those who will indulge the
animal passions and gratify lust will
surely stamp upon their offspring the
debasing practices, the grossness of their
own physical and moral defilement."
The Paulson Collectioll, 166

"It is carrying that which is lawful to
excess that makes it a grievous sin."
Testimonies, vol. 4, 505

''In this age of our world the marriage
vows are often disregarded. God never
designed that marriage should cover the
multitude of sins that are practiced.
Sensuality and base practices in a
marriage relation are educating the mind
and moral taste for demoralizing prac-
tices outside the marriage relation.

"God is purifying a people to to have
clean hands and pure hearts to stand
before Him in the Judgment. The stand-
ard must be elevated, the imagination
purified; the infatuation clustering
around debasing practices must be given
up, and the soul uplifted to pure
thoughts, holy practices. All who will
stand the test and trial just before us, will
be partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped, not participated in, the corrup-
tions that are in the world through lust."
Review andHerald, vol. 2, 139

"God's reproof has been plainly ut-
tered against men and women who have
sinned by corrupting their bodies and
defiling their souls by licentiousness.
They have the warnings to others placed
in similar circumstances, who have been
overcome by the tempter, and they know
that the displeasure of God rested upon
them.... God has expressed condemna-

lion of sin in all its forms. The sin of
licentiousness is plainly rebuked and
condemned. Men and women will be
jUdged according to the light given them
of God." Testimonies to Ministers, 437

How does a Christian guard against
impure thoughts and acts?

"None can glorify God in their body,
as He requires, while they are living in
transgression of the law of God. If the
body violates the seventh command-
ment, it is through the dictation of the
mind. If the mind is impure, the body
will naturally engage in impure acts.
Purity cannot exist in the soul of one



Never was there a time when Christian men
and women, in all walks of life, were in so
great need of clear spiritual eyesight as now. It
is not safe to lose sight of Christ for one
moment

who yields his body to impure acts. If
the body is serving lust, the mind cannot
maintain consecration to God. To pre-
serve a sanctified mind, the body must
be preserved in sanctification and honor.
The mind will then serve the law ofGod,
and yield willing obedience to all its
claims. Then, with the apostle, such can
yield their members as instruments of
righteousness unto God." Review and
Herald, vol. 1,87

IINever was there a time when Chris-
tian mcn and women, in all walks of life,
were in so great need of clear spiritual
eyesight as now. It is not safe to lose
sight of Christ for one moment. His
followers must pray, and believe, and
love Him fervently.
"A very thorough work must be

done in cleansing the soul temple from
its natural depravity. The Christian
must be wide-awake to resist the in-
creeping of a spirit of licentiousness
among those who claim to be sanctified.
When our hearts are clean, washed, and
made white by the blood of the Lamb,
the work will go forward in our ex-
perience that was outlined in the
wonderful prayer of Christ: 'For their
sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also
might be sanctified through the truth.' "
John 17:19; Ibid., vol. 5,412

Sister White, could you counsel our
young people concerning premarital
sex and what leads to this relationship
of hreaking the seventh command-
ment?

"You were shown me in her
[Mallie's] society hours of the night; you
know best in what manner these hours
were spenl. You called on me to speak
whether you had broken God's com-
mandments. I ask you, Have you not
broken them? How was your time em-
ployed hours together night after night?
Were your position, your attitude, your
affections such that you would want them
all registered in the ledger of heaven? I
saw, I heard, things that would make
angels blush.... No young man should
do as you have done to Mallie unless
married to her; and I was much surprised
to see that you did not sense this matter
more keenly." Testimonies on Sexual Be-
haviour, Adultery, andDivorce, 118

Sister White, how should the church
respond to those who have hroken the
seventh commandment?

"I saw that the seventh command-
ment has been violated by some who are

now held in fellowship by the church.
This has brought God's frown upon
them. This sin is awful in these last days,
but the church [members] have brought
God's frown and curse upon them by
regarding the sin so lightly. I saw it was
an enormous sin and there have not been
as vigilant efforts made as there should
have been to satisfy the displeasure of
God and remove His frown by taking a
strict, thorough course with the offender.

"It has had an awful, corrupting in-
fluence upon the young. They see how
lightly the sin of breaking the seventh
commandment is regarded, and the one
who commits this horrid sin thinks that
all he has to do is to confess that he was

wrong and is sorry, and he is then to
have all the privileges of the house of
God and be held in [the] embrace or
fellowship of the church.
"They have thought it was not SO

great a sin, but have lightly esteemed the
breaking of the seventh commandment.
This has been sufficient to remove the
ark of God from the camp, if there were
no other sins to cause the ark to be taken
away and weaken Israel.

"Those who break the seventh com-
mandment should be suspended from the
church, and not have its fellowship nor
the privileges of the house of God. Said
the angel, IThis is not a sin of ignorance.
It is a knowing sin and will receive the
awful visitation of God, whether he who
commits it be old or young.'
"Never was this sin regarded by God

as being SO exceedingly sinful as at the
present time. Why? Because God is
purifying unto Himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works. It is at
the very time when God is purifying this
peculiar people unto Himself that [un-
sanctified] individuals step in among us.
Notwithstanding the straight truths they
have heard-the terrors of the Word of
God set before them, and all the blazing
truth for these last days calculated to
arouse Israel-they sin with a high hand,

give way to all the loose passions of the
carnal heart, gratify their animal propen-
sities, disgrace the cause of God, and
then confess they have sinned and are
sorry!

"And the church receives them and
says IAmen' to their prayers and exhor-
tations, which are a stink in the nostrils
of God, and cause His wrath to come
upon the camp. He will not dwell in their
assemblies. Those who move on thus
heedlessly, plastering over these sins,
will be left to their own ways, to be filled
with their own doings.

"Those who anciently committed
these sins were taken without the camp
and stoned to death. Temporal and eter-

nal death was their doom; and because
the penalty of stoning to death is
abolished, this sin is indulged in beyond
measure and thought to be a small of-
fense." Ibid., 248-249

What counsel do you have for women
experiencing trouble in their
marriage?

In the battle with inward corruptions
and outward temptations, even the wise
and powerful Solomon was vanquished.
It is not safe to perrnitthe least departure
from the strictest integrity. "Abstain from
all appearance of evil." When a woman
relates her family troubles, or complains
of her husband, to another man, she
violates her marriage vows; she dishon-
ors her husband and breaks down the wall
erected to preserve the sanctity of the
marriage relation; she throws wide open
the door and invites Satan to enter with
his insidious temptations. This is just as
Satan would have it. Ifa woman comes to
a Christian brother with a tale of her
woes, her disappointments and trials, he
should ever advise her, if she must con-
fide her troubles to someone, to select
sisters for her confidants, and then there
will be no appearance of evil whereby the
cause of God may suffer reproach." Tes-
timonies, vol 2, 306 0
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Not one word should be spoken, not one action
performed, that you would not be willing the
holy angels should look upon and register in
the books above

Courtship--God's Way
Continued from 7

stand the mechanism of the human body
and the principles of hygiene, the mat-
ters of diet and dress, labor and recrea-
tion, and countless others that intimately
concern the well-being of her house-
hold. It is her right to obtain such a
knowledge of the best methods of treat-
ing disease that she can care for her
children in sickness.... It should be a
law that young people should not get
married unless they know how to care
for the children that are brought into
their family." Ibid., 87-88
"Th the health and happiness of the

whole family nothing is more vital than
skill and intelligence on the part of the
cook. ... A knowledge of domestic du-
ties is beyond price to every woman.
There are families without number
whose happiness is wrecked by the in-
efficiency of the wife and mother. It is
not so important that our daughters learn
painting, fancywork, music, or even
"cube root," or the figures of rhetoric, as
that they learn how to cut, make, and
mend their own clothing, or to prepare
food in a wholesome and palatable man-
nel." Ibid., 89, 91-92

As for health, are both of you in good
health, and able to bear life's burdens?
God has given us strong counsel that the
health of those who enter into the
marriagc relation should be sound. See
Selected Messages, book 2, 423. Physi-
cal illness may bring financial and
emotional stresses which could destroy
the health of the marriage and also bring
suffering on the children.

Do you have the same convictions
on diet? As Seventh-day Adventists we
know that vegetarianism is God's best
plan for us, but there are various ver-
sions of vegetarianism. The more you
agree upon in this area, the easier life is
for the one who docs the cooking. In
general, a good understanding of all the
laws of health by each person will con-
tribute greally to a happy harmony in the
marriage.

And what about the young man?
What should a young woman look for in
him? "Let a young woman accept as a
life companion only one who possesses
pure, manly traits of character, one who
is diligent, aspiring, and honest, one who
loves and fears God." Tire Adventist
Home, 47. Is he willing and able to be a
thoughtful provider? "No man is ex-
cusable for being without financial abil-
ity. Of many a man it may bc said, He is
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kind, amiable, generous, a good man, a
Christian; but he is not qualified to
manage his own business." Ibid., 93.
Surveys have shown that more marriage
problems result from financial stresses
than any other reason.

Concerning the matter of financial
responsibility, what about debt? Do you
agree on this issue, regarding which God
has given us good counsel-that we
should shun it, for "When one becomes
involved in debt, he is in one of Satan's
nets, which he sets for souls." Ibid., 392.
"The borrower is servant to the lender."
Proverbs 22:7. Being in debt can cer-
tainly change one's lifestyle, and lead to
compromise of one's principles.

Surely one of the most important
questions to ask is, What are your
desires concerning having Children?
Do you both look forward to that or do
you have reservations? Are both of you
willing to share the responsibilities of
caring for them, of training them? Do
you each understand the importance of
the mother's role? of the father's role?
Have you studied the principles of
child guidance given in the Scriptures
and Spirit of Prophecy? Do you agree
on how children should be disciplined
and educated? What about the size of
the family-are you in accord on this
matter?

"In view of the responsibility that
devolves upon parents, it should be care-
fully considered whether it is best to
bring children into the family. Has the
mother sufficient strength to care for her
children? And can the father give such
advantages as will rightly mold and
educate the child? ... Before increasing
their family, they [the parents] should
take into consideration whether God
would be glorified or dishonored by
their bringing children into the world.
. . . Parents should not increase their
families any faster than they know that
their children can be well cared for and
educated." Ibid., 162-163. In this area

God-given reason and self-control are of
vital importance to the happiness of the
family and the well-being of society.
Let us mention here that we also

have counsel regarding age difference
and L"Ultural backgrounds which should
be given due consideration as well, for
these factors may affect the children as
much as or more than the parents them-
selves. See Selected Messages, book 2,
Appendix 2: Important Factors in Choos-
ing a Life Companion. Nothing God has
said is unimportant regarding this
lifelong commitment. He wants happy
hearts and homes and useful lives for
Him in winning others for His Kingdom
as we journey there together.

Consciously or unconsciously, every
woman looks to her husband for spir-
itual leadership, and this is right, for God
has designed that the husband and father
represent the divine Lawgiver in his
family. As you consider marriage, ask
yourselves: Is the young man willing to
be the priest and head of the home,
without being domineering? "The father
is in one sense the priest of the house-
hold, laying upon the altar of God the
morning and evening sacrifice." See the
section in The Advelllisl Home, 211-
215. Will you have a family altar, with
morning and evening worship each day?
Will the two of you have your individual

time with the Lord each morning and/or
evening, and encourage one another to
be consistent in this? Your own spiritual
connection with God is the one most
vital ingredient for a happy, successful
marriage.

In a child's life as well as in our own,
recreation supplies a much-needed
change from the ordinary duties, and is
part of one of God's laws of health-
temperance. Do both of you understand
and agrce upon the principles of Chris-
tian recreation as opposed to worldly
entertainment and amusements which
are not favorable to the perfection of
Christian character?



"There are modes of recreation
which are highly beneficial to both mind
and body. An enlightened, discriminat-
ing mind will find abundant means for
entertainment and diversion, from
sources not only innocent, but instruc-
tive. Recreation in the open air, the
contemplation of the works of God in
nature, will be of the highest benefit."
Testimonies, vol. 4, 653

Do you share a love for the charms
of nature, which God designed for our
happiness? What about gardening? Even
working out-of-doors can be a refresh-
ing change of pace, a form of recreation.
The children can be taught to love this
work, and learn many spiritual object
lessons form planting, weeding and
watching the garden grow. "While we
restrain our children from worldly pleas-
ures that have a tendency to corrupt and
mislead, we ought to provide them inno-
cent recreation, to lead them in pleasant
paths where there is no danger. No child
of God need have a sad or mournful
experience. Divine commands, divine
promises, show that this is so. Wisdom's
ways'are ways of pleasantness, and all
her pathS are peace.'" The Adventist
Home,498

Ellen White sums up the principles
of Christian recreation in these words: "I
believe that, while we are seeking to
refresh our spirits and invigorate our
bodies, we are required ofGod to use all
our powers at all times to the best pur-
pose." Ibid., 496

One last question concerns your rela-
tionships with parents and in-laws. Do
you plan to live near your parents or
in-laws? Is there a mutual appreciation
between yourselves and them? How
does the one with whom you are con-
sidering marriage relate to his or her
parents and yours? God counsels the
young woman who desires a peaceful,
happy union, who would escape future
misery and sorrow, to "inquire before
she yields her affections, Has my lover a
mother? What is the stamp of her char-
acter? Does he recognize his obligations
to her? Is he mindful of her wishes and
happiness? If he does not respect and
honor his mother, will he manifest re-
spect and love, kindness and attention,
toward his wife? When the novelty of
marriage is over, will he love me still?"
Ibid., 47

And to the young man: "In your
choice of a wife study her character.
Will she be one who will be patient and
painstaking? Or will she cease to care

for your mother and father at the very
time when they need a strong son to lean
upon? And will she withdraw him from
their society to carry out her plans and to
suit her own pleasure, and leave the
father and mother who, instead of gain-
ing an affectionate daughter, will have
lost a son?" Ibid., 46. God expects us to
show loving concern for our parents as
long as they live.
If at all possible, before consenting

to marriage, a time of visiting with the
prospective in-laws in the home of each
should be arranged to give opportunity
for observing the relationship they have
with their son or daughter.

Remember that the courtship is not
an engagement. It is a period of time,
months or years, in which the two per-
sons involved are to determine whether
they should unite their lives in a lasting
marital relationship. Either party should
feel free at any time to withdraw from
the courtship if there are solid indica-
tions that they should not be joined in
marriage. For this reason it is important
to make no premature conunitments to
one another, to form no emotional bonds
which will be hard to break and will
cloud one's better judgment.

"Weigh every sentiment, and watch
every development of character in the
one with whom you think to link your
life destiny. The step you are about to
take is one of the most important in your
life, and should not be taken hastily.
While you may love, do not love
blindly." Ibid., 45

"There are thousands that are mated
but not matched. The books of heaven
are burdened with the woes, the wicked-
ness, and the abuse, that lie hidden under
the marriage mantle. This is why I
would warn the young who are of a
marriageable age to make haste slowly
in the choice of a companion." Review
and Herald, vol. 2, 15. (Emphasis sup-
plied.) "In consequence of hasty mar-
riages, even among the professed people
of God, there are separations, divorces,
and great confusion in the church." Ibid.,
250

Even during engagement caution is
advised. "If an engagement has been
entered into without a full understanding
of the character of the one with whom
you intend to unite, do not think that the
engagement makes it a positive neces-
sity for you to take upon yourself the
marriage vow and link yourself for life
to one whom you cannot Jove and re-
spect.... Be very careful how you enter

into conditional engagements; but bet-
ter, far better, break the engagement
before marriage than separate afterward,
as many do.... Far beller to take back
such a promise, in the fear of God, than
keep it, and thereby dishonor your
Maker." The Adventist Home, 4S-49. If
you are in a courtship and for any reason
do not feel confident or right about it,
you can claim these promises:
"Whatever your anxieties and trials,

spread out your case before the Lord.
Your spirit will be braced for endurance.
The way will be opened for you to
disentangle yourself from embarrass-
ment and difficulty." "Those who decide
to do nothing in any line that will dis-
please God, will know, after presenting
their case before him, just what course to
pursue. And they will receive not only
wisdom, but strength." The Desire of
Ages, 329, 668

The Spiritual Factor

The most important consideration in
a Christian courtship should be the spir-
itual character of each of the parties.
Paul has strongly warned in 2 Corinthi-
ans 6:14-15: "Be ye not unequally
yoked together with unbelievers: for
what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what communion
hath light with darkness? and what con-
cord hath Christ with Belial? or what
part hath he that believeth with an in-
fidel?"

God plainly forbids his children to
cntcr into a courtship or marriage with
an unbeliever. This command applies
even to one who claims to be a believer
but does not place the service of Jesus as
the number one priority in his or her life.
There are many today claiming to be
Christians who are only doing so be-
cause of cultural, social, or other reasons
not based on a genuine saving relation-
ship with Christ.

King Solomon was one of the wisest
men who ever lived, until he entered into
many marital alliances with nonbeliev-
ers, perhaps thinking that he would
eventually bring about the conversion of
each of his wives. However, as we
know, his heathen wives drew him away
from worshiping the only true God.

"His wives exerted a strong in-
fluence over him and gradually pre-
vailed on him to unite with them in their
worship. Solomon had disregarded the
instruction that God had given to serve
as a barrier against apostasy, and now he
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Thankful hearts and kind looks are more
valuable than wealth and luxury, and
contentment with simple things will make
home happy if love be there

gave himself up to the worship of false
gods." Such a sad story this is! We may
read of the results of his transgression,
and of his final repentance, in the Bible
and in Prophets andKings. "From being
one of the greatest kings that ever
wielded a scepter, Solomon became a
profligate, the tool and slave of others.
His character, once noble and manly,
became enervated and effeminate. His
faith in the living God was supplanted
by atheistic doubts. Unbelief marred his
happiness, weakened his principles, and
degraded his life.... Solomon's repent-
ance was sincere; but the harm that his

example of evil-doing had wrought
could not be undone.... His inlluence
for good was greatly weakened." Proph-
ets and Kings, 56-58, 84--85

"Many professedChristians think, like
Solomon, that they may unite with the
ungodly because their influence over those
who are in the wrong will be beneficial;
but too often they themselves, entrapped
and overcome, yield their sacred faith,
sacrifice principle, and separate them-
selves from God. One faIse step leads to
another, till at last they place themselves
where they cannot hope to break the chains
that bind them." The AdventistHome, 64

"It is a dangerous thing to form a
worldly alliance. Satan well knows that
the hour that witnesses the marriage of
many young men and women closes the
history of their religious experience and
usefulness. They are lost to Christ."
Ibid., 66

/ITo connect with an unbeliever is to
place yourself on Satan's ground. You
grieve the Spirit of God and forfeit His
protection. Can you afford to have such
terrible odds against you in fighting the
battle for "everlasting life?" Testimonies,
vol. 5, 364--365

"Never should God's people venture
upon forbidden ground. Marriage be-
tween believers and unbelievers is forbid-
den by God. But too often the uncon-
verted heart follows its own desires, and
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marriages unsanctioned by God are
fanned. Because of this many men and
women are without hope and without God
in the world. Their noble aspirations are
dead; by a chain of circumstances they are
held in Satan's net. Those who are ruled
by passion and impulse will have a bitter
harvest to reap in this life, and their course
may result in the loss of their souls.

"Those who profess the truth trample
on the will of God in marrying unbeliev-
ers; they lose His favor and make bitter
work for repentance. The unbelieving
may possess an excellent moral charac-
ter, but the fact that he or she has not

answered to the claims of God and has
neglected so great salvation is sufficient
reason why such a union should not be
consummated." TheAdventistHome, 63
"The heart yearns for human love,

but this love is not strong enough, or
pure enough, or precious enough to
supply the place of the love of Jesus.
Only in her Saviour can the wife find
wisdom, strength, and grace to meet the
cares, responsibilities, and sorrows of
life. She should make Him her strength
and her guide. Let woman give herself to
Christ before giving herself to any
earthly friend, and enter into no relation
which shall contlict with this. Those
who would find true happiness must
have the blessing of Heaven upon all
that they possess and all that they do. It
is disobedience to God that fills so many
hearts and homes with misery. My sister,
unless you would have a home where the
shadows are never lifted, do not unite
yourself with one who is an enemy of
God." Ibid., 67

"It is only in Christ that a marriage
alliance can be safely formed. Human
love should draw its closest bonds from
divine love. Only where Christ reigns
can there be deep, true, unselfish affec-
tion." The Ministry ofHealing, 358

Dear friends, both young and old,
marriage is a solemn responsibility which
lasts a lifetime. Marriage, to be right,

should be preceded by courtship. Court-
ship should be carefully and prayerfully
entered into and conducted according to
the principles given in the Scriptures and
the Spirit ofProphecy. If you are planning
to begin, or are involved in, a courtship,
please follow God's counsel.

"If men and women are in the habit
of praying twice a day before they con-
template marriage, they should pray four
times a-day when such a step is antici-
pated. Marriage is something that will
influence and affect your life, both in
this world and in the world to come."
The Advenrist Home, 71

Be willing to counsel with others, and
do not limit your counselors to only those
who will tell you what you wish to hear.
Thlst not in the uncertainty of feelings, but
in the sure promise of God for wisdom.
Be willing to communicate honestly with
each other about the expectations you
have in a husband or wife, so that you can
know truly whether the one you are con-
sidering as a life partner has the traits of
character that will make you happy, a
character and purpose that rellect the
self-sacrificing love of Jesus. Study the
words of instruction God has given, and
pray much together about these things.
Listen to His Holy Spirit speaking to your
heart, watch for the leading of His provi-
dences, and commit your ways to Him.
He will guide you safely into harbor. His
promise is: "Those who accept the one
principle ofmaking the service and honor
of God supreme will find perplexities
vanish, and a plain path before their feet."
The Desire ofAges, 330

"Let every step toward a marriage
alliance be characterized by modesty,
simplicity, sincerity, and an earnest pur·
pose to please and honor God." The
Ministry ofHealing, 359

"Let the questions be raised, Will this
union help me heavenward? WiU it in-
crease my love for God? And will it
enlarge my sphere of usefulness in this
life? If these reflections present no draw-
back, then in the fear of God move
fOIWard.... The choice of a life compan-
ion should be such as best to secure
physical, mental, and spiritual well-being
for parents and for their children-such as
will enable both parents and children to
bless their fellow men and to honor their
Creator." The AdventistHome, 45

"So long as we surrender the will to
God, and trust in His strength and wis-
dom, we shall be guided in safe paths, to
fulfill our appointed part in His great
plan." The Desire ofAges, 209 0



Unwise Marriages

Parents are en-
titled to the love of
their children; and
if the children
would manifest in
their words and acts
more affection for
the parents, it
would be a blessing
to both. Every kind
attention is appre-
ciated by parents.
Before a marriage
contract is made,
every young person
should look care-
fully to see how his
or her absence from
home will affect the
happiness of the
parents. Do they in
their age of feeble-
ness need the help
that you alone can
give them? Think
carefully in regard
to who has the
strongest claims
upon you.

When so much
ntisery results from marriage, why will
not the youth be wise? Why will they
continue to feel that they do not need the
counsel of older and more experienced
persons? In business, men and women
manifest great caution. Before engaging
in any important enterprise, they prepare
themselves for their work. Tune, money,
andmuch careful study are devoted to the
subject, lest they shall make a failure in
their undertaking. How much greater
caution should be exercised in entering
the marriage relation-a relation which
affects future generations and the future
life? Instead of this, it is often entered
upon with jest and levity, impulse and
passion, blindness and lack of calm con-
sideration. The only explanation of this is
that Satan loves to see ntisery and ruin in
the world, and he weaves this net to
entangle souls. He rejoices to have these
inconsiderate persons lose their enjoy-

teaches them that should they marry
unwisely, lifelong unhappiness would
be the result.

While there are weighty responsibili-
ties devolving upon the parents to guard
carefully the future happiness and inter-
ests of their children, it is also their duty
to make home as attractive as possible.
This is of far greater consequence than to
acquire estates and money. Home must
not lack sunshine. The home feeling
should be kept alive in the hearts of the
children, that they may look back upon
the home of their childhood as a place of
peace and happiness next to heaven.
Then as they come to maturity, they
should in their turn try to be a comfort
and blessing to their parents. They should
not be too ready to leave the parental roof
and give their affections and services to a
stranger, at the very time when they are
most needed at home.

1.
(,

FEW have cor-
rect views of

the marriage rela-
tion. Many seem to
think that it is the
attainment of per-
fect bliss; but if they
could know one
quarter of the heart-
aches of men and
women that are
bound by the
marriage vow in
chains that they
cannot and dare not
break, they would
not be surprised that
I trace these lines.
Marriage, in a ma-
jority of cases, is a
most galling yoke.
There are thousands
that are mated but
not matched. The
books of heaven are
burdened with the
woes, the wicked-
ness, and the abuse,
that lie hidden
under the marriage
mantle. This is why I would warn the
young who are of a marriageable age, to
make haste slowly in the choice of a
companion. The path of married life
may appear beautiful and full of happi-
ness; but why may not you be disap-
pointed as thousands of others have
been?

This question of marriage should be
a study instead of a matter of impulse.
Obedience to the last six command-
ments requires this. Obedience to the
fifth commandment also requires that
the young honor the jUdgment of their
parents in the maller. Crimes of every
kind may be traced to unwise mar-
riages; then why should ignorant and
inexperienced children be allowed to
enter the marriage relation blindly?
Parents should feel their responsibility
to guard the interests of their children,
when their own mature judgment
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All members of the family do not have the
same disposition, the same stamp of character;
but through self-discipline, and love and
forbearance one for another, all can be bound
together in the closest union

ment of this world and their home in the
world to come.

Many make light of the Heaven-
appointed institution of marriage, and
after it has been entered into thought-
lessly, without a true sense of its sacred-
ness, the obligations it imposes are often
shamefully disregarded. Frequently a
man who is entirely ignorant of the
wants of one of the opposite sex, of the
treatment she should receive, takes her
under his proposed protection when his
influence and his temperament are to her
a desolating hail, beating down her will
and her aspirations, and leaving her no
freedom of mind or judgment. IgnOring
her personal rights, he becomes unkind
and authoritative. Her individuality is
lost in his, and she becomes the slave of
his caprice and passions, as though she
had naught to do but to obey his whims.
He may even quote texts of Scripture

to show that he is the head, and that he
must be obeyed in all things. He feels
that his wife belongs to him, and that she
is subject to his order and dictation. But
who gives him the right to thus dictate
and condemn? Is it the law of God,
which commands him to love God with
all his heart, and his neighbor as him-
self? No; there is no moral or religious
defense for such unjust authority. The
same Bible that prescribes the duty of
the wife, prescribes also the duty of the
husband. It says, "Husbands, love your
wives, and be not bitter against them.n
Colossians 3:19. The husband is to be
kind and affectionate. He is to love his
wife as a part of himself, and to cherish
her as Christ does His church.
While women want men of strong

and noble characters, whom they can
respect and love, these qualities need to
be mingled with tenderness and affec-
tion, patience and forbearance. The wife
should in her tum be cheerful, kind, and
devoted, assimilating her taste to that of
her husband as far as it is possible to do
without losing her individuality. Both
parties should cultivate patience and
kindness, and that tender love for each
other that will make married life
pleasant and enjoyable.
Those who have such high ideas of

the married life, whose imagination has
wrought out an air-castle picture that has
naught to do with life's perplexities and
troubles, will fInd themselves sadly dis-
appointed in the reality. When real life
comes in with its troubles and cares,
they are wholly unprepared to meet
them. They expect in each other perfec-
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HOD, but find weakness and defects; for
flllite men and women are not faultless.
Then they begin to fmd fault with each
other, and to express their disappoint-
ment. Instead of this, they should try to
help each other, and should seek practi-
eaI godliness to help them to fIght the
battle of life valiantly. Their daily prayer
should be-"Help us to help each other,
Lord, each other's woes to bear."
Self-denial must be practiced in the

home. Every member of the family
should be kind and courteous, and
should studiously seek by every word
and act to bring in peace, contentment,
and happiness. All members of the
family do not have the same disposition,
the same stamp of character; but through
self-discipline, and love and forbearance
one for another, all can be bound to-
gether in the closest union. In many
families there is not that Christian
politeness, that true courtesy, deference,
and respect for one another that would
prepare its members to marry and make
happy families of their own. In the place
of patience, kindness, tender courtesy,
and Christian sympathy and love, there
are sharp words, clashing ideas, and a
criticizing, dictatorial spirit. In every
family where Christ abides, a tender
interest and love will be manifested for
one another; not a spasmodic love ex-
pressed only in fond caresses, but a love
that is deep and abiding. lhIe love is a

high and holy principle, and is altogether
different in character from that love that
is awakened by impulse, and which sud-
denly dies when tested and tried.

My heart is drawn out for the young.
God has given them talents, which, if
improved, would be of great service in
His cause. Satan knows this, and there-
fore seeks in every possible way so to
occupy their minds that they will have
no time or inclination to devote them-
selves to the service ofGod. There needs
to be a great change in the home life of
some. They need to overcome the de-

fects in their characters, if they would
become useful workers for God and
useful members of society. They do not
realize that the inconsistencies in their
characters are great drawbacks to their
usefulness, and that unless they war
against those tendencies which have
controlled them to a greater or less
degree, they will surely fail of attaining
the future life.

Many are seeking for happiness, but
they know not how to obtain it. If such
would find true happiness, their minds
must fIrst receive the right discipline.
They must learn to have faith and confi-
dence in God. Those who have not
learned to subdue self, to control im-
pUlse, and to bring themselves into obe-
dience to the principles of the law of
God, will not, cannot, be happy, or at
peace and rest. They need the meekness
and lowliness of Christ. They need to
learn daily in His school, to wear His
yoke, to lift His burdens, to deny incli-
nation, to sacrifice a seeming present
good for a future good, a personal
advantage for a general advantage. The
fountain of content must spring up in
the soul. He who seeks happiness by
changing his outward surroundings
without changing his own disposition,
will fInd that his efforts will produce
only fresh disappointments. He carries
himself with him wherever he goes. His
unrest, his impatience, his uncon-

trollable thoughts and impulses, are
ever present. The great trouble is in
himself. Self has been cherished. He
has never fallen upon the Rock and
been broken. His will has never been
trained to submit; his unyielding spirit
has never been brought into subjection
to the will of God.
There are many youth, who, because

they cannot find happiness in plans of
their own devising, will not accept it in
God's appointed way. They wonder
over their unhappiness, and count their
best friends, those who discern and



In every family where Christ abides, a tender
interest and love will be manifested for one
another; not a spasmodic love expressed only
in fond caresses, but a love that is deep and
abiding

point out their deficiencies, their ene-
mies. They cling with tenacious grasp
to their impressions, and their ideas of
what they must have and what they
must do in orde.r to be happy; but they
lose sight of the fact that it is the Lord
who rules, and that it is He who shapes
circumstances. He says, "My thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways My ways. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are My ways
higher than your ways, and My
thoughts than your thoughts." Isaiah
55:8-9. Finite beings should be humble
and submissive in their desires, realiz-
ing that God uses many influences
which it is beyond their power to con-
troL It is for them to subdue self, bring-
ing it under the control of intelligent
reason. And in faithfully doing this
work, peace, rest, and happiness will
surely come. "Learn of me," says the
Great Thacher, "for I am meek and
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest
unto your souls; for my yoke is easy and
my burden is light." Matthew 11:29--30
Time is valuable. Now is our time of

probation. There is an eternity of bliss
to gain, a perdition to shun. Do not, my
young friends, fritter away your God-
given opportunities by trying to accom-
plish your own desires. Up to duty and
to work for the Master! Many of you
have lessons to learn that you have not
yet dreamed of. The books of heaven
reveal many things that you can have
blotted from their pages by coming to
God with a truly repentant heart, and
exercising faith in the blood of Christ as
the atoning sacrifice. The life that was
once lived to the flesh must now be
lived by faith on the Son of God. You
may now be passing through a critical
experience; but, I entreat of you, be not
hasty, be not discouraged, but submit
your case to God. Wait upon the Lord
and do His will, and in this hour of trial
He will work for you, and you will
obtain a precious experience. Lie low at
the foot of the cross. Give God a chance
to work, and He will teach you precious
lessons.

Ask yourselves the questions, What
education am I receiving at the present
time? What advancement am I making
in the divine life? Some are training in
the school of vice and deception, receiv-
ing an education that will unfit them for
this life and for the future immortal life.
Others are educating themselves for
lofty positions where they may receive
the praise and honor ofmen. Still others

are educating themselves in Christ's
school, seeking goodness and truth,
aiming to meet God's great moral stand-
ard of righteousness, and fitting for the
high school above. Every day we are
learning lessons in good or eviL Every
thought cherished, every impulse in-
dulged, leaves its impression on the
mind.

We are under obligations to God to
be constantly learning of Christ how to
guide and control our thougbts, our feel-
ings, and our passions. Oh, how fear-
fully lax we are in our duty to ourselves,
in allowing our ideas to be molded by
our own faulty will, and in allowing
ourselves to be controlled by circum-
stances. We must study the pattern Jesus

Christ. Self-culture and divine grace will
strengthen us in moral power. Every
faculty should be employed to make of
us all that Christ has made provision that
we should become. How many are
losing the balance of their minds for
want of heart culture! All goodness
commences in the heart.

God has intrusted the young with the
ability to do a good work for the Master,
if they will consecrate themselves
wholly to His service. But there must
first be a transformation of character, an
overcoming of obstinacy and self-suffi-
ciency, and a cultivation of kindness and
affection. The critical and censorious
spirit that is ever ready to find occasion
for reproof and condemnation in others,
shows a narrow mind, and plainly re-
veals that its possessor has never care-
fully studied and correctly read the
pages of his own heart.

Our home here on earth is the place
in which to prepare for the home above.
If there are such temperaments in the
family that they cannot live in harmony
here, they would not, unless converted,
be in harmony in the heavenly family.
There is altogether too much careless
talking, censuring, fault-finding, in
families that profess to love and serve

God. The unkind words, the irreverence
and disrespect, found in many families
make angels weep. What a record is
made upon the books of heaven of un-
kind looks and words that bite and sting
like an adder. And this is not the record
of one day in the year merely, but of day
after day. Oh, that these families would
consider that angels of God are taking a
daguerreotype of the character just as
accurately as the artist takes the likeness
of the human features; and that it is from
this that we are to be jUdged!

All should cultivate patience by
practicing patience. By being kind and
forbearing, true love may be kept warm
in the heart, and qualities will be
developed that Heaven will approve. He

who goes forth from such a family to
stand at the head of a family of his own,
will know how to advance the happiness
of the one whom he has selected as a
companion for life. There will be mutual
love, mutual forbearance. Marriage, in-
stead of being the end of love, will then
be as it were the very beginning of love.
If those who are contemplating

marriage would not have miserable, un-
happy reflections after marriage, they
must make it a subject of serious, earnest
reflection now. This step taken unwisely
is one of the most effective means of
ruining the usefulness of young men and
women. Life becomes a burden, a curse.
No one can so effectually ruin a
woman's happiness and usefulness, and
make life a heart-sickening burden, as
her own husband; and no one can do one
hundredth part as much to chill the
hopes and aspirations of a man, to para-
lyze his energies and ruin his influence
and prospects, as his own wife. It is from
the marriage hour that many men and
women date their success or failure in
this life, and their hopes of the future
life. 0

Review and Herald, voL 2, 15-16 (Feb-
ruary 2, 1886)
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Is Separation the Solution?
I N awora, No. We do not wish to appearunsympathetic with the many church
members who are trying to cling to the
pure principles of our historic faith, in
spite of the hostility manifested toward
them in some places. It may be that the
issue is most keenly felt by the parents
who struggle, sometimes on a weekly
basis, with the problem of helping their
children to understand what is truth alld
what is error in the teachings that are
presented to them on Sabbath moming.
More challenging still is the task of ex-
plaining to the children why the teaching
of error on Sabbathmorning is tolerated.

It cannot be denied that this is a
desperately difficult problem, and our

sympathies are strongly with every
faithful church member who is valiantly
endeavoring to hold to our pillars of
truth in the face of fearful odds. Yet, we
must believe the Spirit of Prophecy as-
surances that God is in control, that He
will purge the church in His own wise
way, and that separation from the church
is not the divinely approved solution to
the problem.

Jesus and His followers did not leave
the jewish church until they were finally
thrust out of it. And in spite of the
prevailing apostasy among the leaders of
Israel, Jesus nevertheless stated firmly to
the Samaritan woman at the well: "Sal-
vation is of the Jews." John 4:22. He

obviously was not wanting her to under-
stand that salvation would come to her
through imitating the attitudes of the
apostate Jewish leaders. He was rather
reminding her of the truth that was to be
written later by the apostle Paul: "What
advantage then hath the Jew? ... Much
every way: chiefly, because that unto
them were committed the oracles of
God. For what if some did not believe?
Shall their unbelief make the faith of
God without effect? God forbid." Ro-
mans 3:1-4

It is clear that God's last warning
message to the dying world was com-
mitted to the remnant church, the people
who did not refuse to "keep the com-
mandments of God" and the "testimony
of Jesus Christ." Revelation 12:17. It is
equally clear that we have been fore-
warned that some members of thc rem-
nant church would prove to be unfaithful
to, and unworthy of, their sacred trust.
But shall this "make the faith of God
without effect?" Certainly not. The truth
will stand, and a goodly portion of the
remnant church will stand with it, un-
deceived, unmoved, unterrified by their
adversaries. They will e,'perience to the
fullest extent the positive responses to
negative influences that are recom-
mended in Testimonies, vol. 5, l36: liTh
stand in defense of truth and righteous-
ness when the majority forsake us, to
fight the battles of the Lord when cham-
pions are few-this will be our test. At
this time we must gather warmth from
the coldness of others, courage from
their cowardice, and loyalty from their
treason." Discouragements might over-
whelm us if it were not that the details of
the great apostasy have been supplied to
us in advance, just as the historical
events that would be signs of His com-
ing were described to the apostles by
Jesus. In spite of the fact that these
events would be most unpleasant, Jesus
said that when they should appear, we
should "Look up, and lift up your heads;
for your redemption draweth nigh."
Luke 21:28

The inspired descriptions indicate
that the great apostasy will be charac-
terized by (1) changes in our theology,
(2) changes in our worship, and, (3) a
great false revival. Regarding changes in
our theology, we read that "The days are

Ralph Larson, a retired pastot; last served as
chairman ofthe Church QndMinisl1y Depart-
ment of tile Seventh-day Adventist Theologi-
cal Seminary, Far East.
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We must believe the Spirit of Prophecy
assurances that God is in control, that He will
purge the church in His own wise way, and
that separation from the church is not the
divinely approved solution to the problem

fast approaching when there will be
great perplexity and confusion....
Every wind of doctrine will be blow-
ing." Ibid., 80. "God will arouse His
people; if other means fail, heresies will
come in among them, which will sift
them, separating the chaff from the
wheat." Ibid., 707. "Before the last
developments of the work of apostasy
there will be a confusion of faith....
One truth after another will be cor-
rupted." Signs ofthe Times, vol. 3, 118

"In the very midst of us will arise
faise teachers, giving heed to seducing
spirits whose doctrines are of satanic
origin. These teachers will draw away
disciples after themselves." Review and
Herald, vol. 5, 9

"Many will stand in our pulpits with
the torch of false prophecy in their
hands, kindled from the hellish torch of
Satan." Testimonies to Minis/ers, 409-
410

"After the truth has been proclaimed
as a witness to all nations, ... there will
be a removing of the landmarks, and an
attempt to tear down the pillars of our
faith. A more decided effort will be
made to exalt the false Sabbath." The
Sevemh-doy Advemisr Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 7,985

"The enemy will bring in false theo-
ries, such as the doctrine that there is no
sanctuary. This is one of the points on
which there will be a departing from the
faith." COL/nseis roWrirers andEdilOrs, 53

"The enemy will set everything in
operation to uproot the confidence of the
believers in the pillars of our faith in the
messages of the past, which have placed
us upon the elevated platform of eternal
truth, and which have established and
given character to the work." Selecred
Messages, book 2, 388

These awesome predictions are not
set forth as possibilities, but as certain-
ties. Specific mention is made of the
Sabbath and the sanctuary as objects of
attack. And the strongest statement of all
is found in the Signs ofrhe Times, vol. 3,
264: "Satan declared that it was im-
possible for the sons and daughters of
Adam to keep the law of God, and thus
charged upon God a lack of wisdom and
love. If they could not keep the law, then
there was fault with the Lawgiver. Men
who are under the control of satan re-
peat these accusations against God, in
asserting that men cannot keep the law
of God."

The predicted changes in our worship
may best be understood by comparing

with cach other two major passages in
Ellen White's writings. Our worship
services have historically been in line
with the principles of the Reformation in
which emphasis is placed upon simplic-
ity and the centrality of the Word ofGod.
In addition, we have had such inspired
counsels as appear in Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 5, 491-500, in an article
entitled "Behaviour In The House Of
God." In this ten-page article there are
ten admonitions that in our worship we
must never lose Sight of-the difference
between the sacred and the common.
Attitudes, words, and deportment that
might be acceptable in a secular situation
are not acceptable in worship, we are
told. "Unless correct ideas of true wor-
ship and true reverence are impressed
upon the people, there will be a growing
tendency to place the sacred and eternal
on a level with common things, and those
professing the truth will be an offense to
God and a disgrace to religion." Testimo-
nies, vol. 5, 500

Yet God's messenger faithfully
warned us that the time would come
when these counsels would be rejected,
and satanic influences would be manifest
in some Seventh-day Adventist camp
meetings and worship services. We
would recommend to the reader a careful
study of the first sixty pages of Selected
Messages, book 2. Here the warnings

against failure to distinguish between the
sacred and the common are repeated,
along with cautions in regard to letting
feelings, emotions, and excitement pre-
vail in our religious exercises.

"With some, religious exercises
mean little more than a good time. When
their feelings are aroused, they think
they are greatly blessed. Some do not
think they are blessed un.!ess they are
stirred and excited. The intoxication of
excitement is the object they are seek-
ing; and if they do not obtain this, they
suppose they are all wrong, or that
someone else is all wrong." Page 21. In

strong contrast to this, God's messenger
urges that "In our speaking, our singing,
and in all ow spiritual exercises, we are
to reveal that calmness and dignity and
godly fear that actuates every true child
of God." Page 43. Some, we are told,
will scorn these counsels. God's mes-
senger was shown that "The things you
have described as taking place in Indi-
ana, the Lord has shown me would take
place just before the close of probation.
Every uncouth thing will be demon-
strated. There will be shouting, with
drums, music, and dancing. The senses
of rational beings will become so con-
fused that they cannot be trusted to make
right decisions. And this is ealled the
moving of the Holy Spirit." Page 36

In the context of this statement it is
made clear that these evils will appear in
some of our worship services as well as
in our camp meetings. It is also strongly
emphasized that Satan will be intensely
active in the confusion of the senses that
will be produced at these worship serv-
ices, especially through a wrong use of
music. It is worth noting that one does
not need to go to a spiritualistic seance
and try to communicate with the dead in
order to establish contact with Satan and
his angels. The same thing can be ac-
complished through taking part in a
wrongly conducted worship service, we
arewamed.

We are told that those whose feelings
are stimulated by the devices of Satan in
aberrant worship services will actually
mistake the influence of Satan for the
working of the Holy Spirit. This decep-
tion leads us to the third characteristic of
the great apostasy-a great false revival
in which the identification of Satan as
the Holy Spirit will occur on a grand
seale, horrible though it may seem. In
The Great Controversy, 464, we read
that the greatest true revival of all time
will immediately precede the coming of
the Lord. But something very different
will happen first.

August 1991 Our Firm Foumlntio1l 29



I know that the Lord loves His church. It is not
to be disorganized or broken up into
independent atoms. There is not the least
consistency in this; there is not the least
evidence that such a thing will be

"The enemy of souls desires to
hinder this work; and before the time for
such a movement shall come, he will
endeavor to prevent it by introducing a
counterfeit. In those churches which he
ean bring under his deceptive power he
will make it appear that God's special
blessing is poured out; there will be
manifest what is thought to be great
religious interest. Multitudes will exult
that God is working marvelously for
them, when the work is that of another
spirit. Under a religious guise, Satan will
seek to extend his influence over the
Christian world."
The context of this quotation from

The Great Controversy is chapter
twenty-seven, entitled, "Modern Re-
vivals," in which the differing charac-
teristics of true revival and false revival
are pointed out. We would recommend
to our readers a careful study of this
Chapter in connection with chapter
thirty-eight, "The Final Warning." In
view of the grim realities that lie ahead
of us, according to God's messenger, we
might be prepared to hear her say that
the causc of the church is hopeless, and
that it is doomed to disintegrate and
disappear. But this is precisely what she
does not say, and firmly rejects. "I know
that the Lord loves His church. It is not
to be disorganized or broken up into
independent atoms. There is not the least
consistency in this; there is not the least
evidence that such a thing will be."
SelectedMessages, book 2, 68--{j9

Yet this statement immediately fol-
lows an admission that there will be
"wheat and tares" within the church
until they are separated by Christ. We
must conclude, then, that although there
will be an apostasy in which changes in
our theology and in our worship will
culminate in a great false revival which
will sweep thousands, if not millions,
out of our church, yet the church will
survive. We are not told in precisely
what form it will survive.

"God has a church. It is not the great
cathedral, neither is it the national estab-
lishment, neither is it the various denom-
inations; it is the people who love God
and keep His commandments. 'Where
1wo or three are gathered together in my
name, there am f in the midst of them.'
Matthew 18:20. Where Christ is even
among the humble few, this is Christ's
church, for the presence of the High and
Holy One who inhabiteth eternity can
alone constitute a church." The Upward
Look,315
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When this statement is placed beside
the previous assurance that the church is
not to be broken up into independent
atoms, we recognize that there will have
to be communication between these little
groups and an organizaton of some kind,
else they would be independent atoms.
And this organization will not be a new
organization that replaces the old. "We
cannot now entcr into any new organiza-
tion" SelectedMessages, book 2,390

This statement seems to require that
there will be a degree of continuity be-
twecn our present organization and
whatever form of organization will be
preserveduntil the end. And it must not be
forgotten that God's church, whatever its

form may be, is not to be absorbed only in
its own affairs and concerns. That is not
the intention of Jesus' promise that He
would honor small groups with His pres-
ence. Concern for and co-operation with
our brothers and sisters in the faith must
always be part of the spirit of those who
"keep the commandments of God and
have the testimony of Jesus Christ." This
fact argues again for the continuance of
some kind of church organization.

But, you ask, are there not being
circulated papers and books calling for
separation from the church and using
quotations from Ellen White? Indeed
there are! I have seen a volume of this
type, notebook size, 8 1(2 x 11 inches,
and at least a half inch thick, filled with
quotations from the Spirit of Prophecy.
But not one of these quotations stated that
the time would come when the faithful
would have to leave the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. They were all being
interpreted to mean that.

When reading such a document, we
must never lose sight of the difference
between a statement and an interpreta-
tion. A statement tells us what the writer
meant and what the writer said. An
interpretation is someone else's attempt
to tell us what the writer meant but did
not say. Thus, it represents the thinking

of the interpreter, not the thinking of the
writer. This fact remains truc, whether
the interpretations number in the
hundreds or in the thousands. No num-
ber of interpretations ean equal a state-
ment. A thousand times zero is still zero.

Ellen White does predict a great apos-
tasy in the Seventh-dayAdventist Church,
which she refers to as the "shaking time."
Yet the consistent theme that runs through
all of these predictions is that the chaff
will be blown away, and some brilliant
stars will go out (see Testimonies, vol. 5,
81); company after company will join the
foe (see Testimonies, vol. 8, 41); a large
class will abandon us and join the opposi-
tion (see The Great COlllroversy, 608); et

cetera. We search these predictions in vain
for any statement that the faithful will
have to leave the church. Survival tactics
may be necessary.

Ellen White predicted clearly that
"Divisions wilJ come in the church. Two
parties will be developed." Selected
Messages, book 2,114

"As trials thicken around us, both
separation and unity will be seen in our
ranks." Testimonies, vol. 6,400

As the apostate party becomes in-
creasingly intOlerant, bold, and arrogant,
those who wish to remain faithful to our
Lord and His truth will need to seek the
Lord earnestly and to seek each other
out and comfort and strengthen one
another. They may have to meet sepa-
rately for study and prayer, and they
may have to gather at camp meetings
where the truth will be honored. They
may have to endure mockery, opposi-
tion, and false accusation. Since Cain
rose up against Abel, it has always been
the unfaithful who have persecuted
those who truly desire to be faithful to
God's will. But God is in control. The
gates of hell will not prevail against His
church, "the people who love God and
keep His commandments."

Look up! Lift up your heads! Your
redemption draweth nigh! 0



As in every facet of temperate living, there
needs to be control and rational
decision-making, and each action needs to be
validated by the challenge of the purity of
Christ, our ultimate Example

Marriage and the Family
Continued ['rom IS

shalt save thy husband? or how knowest
thou, 0 man, whether thou shalt save thy
wife." 1 Corinthians 7:12-16

One of the most solemn responsibili-
ties facing a married couple is parent-
hood. The responsibilities of bringing a
new life into the world is one that must be
considered carefully and prayerfully. It is
total irresponsibility to decide to bring
children into the world when the
marriage itself is not stable. Some believe
that in so doing they will stabilize their
marriage, but it is unfair to bring a baby
into the world in such circumstances.
What can he do to mend the emotional
disharmony in the home? Indeed, the
birth of a child adds further tensions to
such a marriage relationship. The child in
turn is most likely to become a victim of
the parents' instability.

Parents should carefully evaluate the
number of children that they can satis-
factorily support, recognizing that the
cost of education and other commit-
ments to children is very high. Wise
Christian planning will not permit the
family to grow beyond that for which the
parents can provide responsible care.

Just as the spiritual life is important in
the preparation for marriage, so it is
central to the success of the marriage
relationship itself. As previously men-
tioned, almost inevitably in any marriage
breakdown there has been a prior break-
down in the spiritual life of the home, at
least on the part ofone partner, if not both.
It is important to a true Christian marriage
that the family altar be established within
the framework of a loving spiritual rela-
tionship; an unhurried period morning
and evening when the family worships
together. This goal will often mean an
evaluation of priorities. But properly
handled, with a time set that does not
force, rush or offer mere tokenism, family
worship can be a period for binding to-
gether the whole family in Christian love.
Also, as the family works for God to-
gether, there can be developedgreat cohe-
siveness. This closeness should not in-
volve only the husband and wife but also
the children, especially as they grow
older. It is an exciting opportunity for
young people to be part of a family
outreach in helping men and women to
know Christ and to follow in His foot-
steps. They too, in their ownway become
part of the spiritual outreach of the home.

The sexual relationship between
husband and wife also provides an im-

portant facet ofthe marriage relationship.
Tho frequently marriage is considered to
be a license for lust, and deviant forms of
sexual behavior are practiced. Such prac-
tices bring a degrading influence into the
home, and the relationship which all too
frequently develops directs away from
true Christianity. The sacredness of the
marriage is lost to the satisfaction of
sensual desires. The sexual life built upon
true love and concern for one another can
offer a most intimate relationship and a
firm basis for spiritual growth. But that
which is built upon carnal desires results
in a diminution of spirituality and of true
Christian commitment. As in every facet
of temperate living, there needs to be
control and rational decision-making,

and each action needs to be validated by
the challenge of the purity of Christ, our
ultimate Example. However, some have
mistakenly felt that sexual relationships
within a marriage are evil and have
caused terrible pressures to be felt within
the marriage relationship by adopting this
wueasoned opinion. The unilateral deci-
sion of one of the marriage partners to
withdraw from a conjugal relationship
promotes an un-Christlike atmosphere
between husband and wife. Many great
evils have been generated by such a
decision. Often this decision, while being
made ostensibly for spiritual reasons, is,
in fact, based upon a selfish lack of love
for the spouse.

There is perhaps nothing more beau-
tiful in this world that a true marriage
and home environment, and it is the
privilege of every Christian, with the
power of Christ and under His guidance,
to establish such homes in which our
children and youth will have the advan-
tage of Christian examples and strong
Christian education.

The parents need wisdom in choos-
ing the education of their children, the
responsibility for which always rests
with them: "And thou shalt teach them
diligently unto thy <:hildren, and shalt

talk of them when thou sittest in thine
house, and when thou walkest by the
way, and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up." Deuteronomy 6:7

Never can this responsibility be given
completely to another. But when the
choice of a school and a teacher is made,
it needs to be made with the realization
that the parents are still the guardians of
the child, and they are delegating to a
professional educator responsibility that
they still retain. It is essential then that
only a truly committed Christian have
this responsibility, and therefore the
choice of schools and teachers becomes a
very sobering God-given responsibility.
Then as the home and the school com-
bine, there should be a harmony and

consistency in the program of develop-
ment for the child to remain at home until
he is mature enough to gain maximally
from the school environment. A good
family, where the wife does not work, is
usually the best educating agency until
the child is at least eight years of age. In
some countries legal considerations pre-
vent the attainment of this ideal.

In the difficult era in which we live it
is important that every factor possible be
directed towards the spiritual growth,
development and commitment of the
child. This family responsibility is never
lost. It would be far better for children to
be sent to a Christian school, though it
may cost more, than to have the luxuries
so often considered essential in homes;
such as rugs on the floor or lounge-room
furniture. Once again, the priorities of the
parent will determine to what extent, not
only the child's physical and intellectual
development will take place, but also how
important his eternal destiny is to the
parent. So much is dependent upon right
decisions by parents. There is much at
stake in the decisions that are made. The
wise choices of parents are at the heart of
spiritual, emotional, and physical
development of the citizens of tomorrow
and of the candidates for heaven. 0
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