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RELIGIOUS liberty in the church
has sometimes been a problem.

When Jeremiah, God's prophet, was
faithfully witnessing and giving the
straight testimony to the church of his
time, he was cast into an abandoned
well where he sank down in slime up to
his armpits. The church was in disobe-
dience to God's plan and His orders.
They were treating God's Holy law and
His Holy Sabbath with outright indiffer-
ence, even grossly profaning it by defi-
antly doing their own common busi-
ness on God's holy time. God sent His
prophet with a warning, the straight tes-
timony to the leaders.

"But if ye will not hearken unto Me
to hallow the Sabbath day, and not to
bear a burden, even entering in at the
gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath day;
then will I kindle a fire in the gates
thereof, and it shall devour the palaces
of Jerusalem, and it shall not be
quenched." Jeremiah 17:27

Some of the leaders were conspir-
ing to kill God's messenger for his
straight talk.

Isaiah met a similar response from
his church in his day. The straight testi-
mony must be given. See Testimollies,
vol. 3, 252-253; Isaiah 6:9; 30:9-13

Again Ezekiel described the condi-
tion of the church in his day in these
words:

"And they come unto thee as the
people cometh, and they sit before
thee as My people, and they hear thy
words, but they will not do them: for
with their mouth they shew much love,
but their heart goeth after their cove-
tousness." Ezekiel 33:31. John the
Baptist was one of the greatest of
God's messengers to his church. He
was the forerunner of the Jesus, the
Messiah. But he lost his head for his
straight talk.
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Jesus wept over His church, on the
Mount of Olives. He cried for what He
saw, rebellious leaders, who refused
His straight testimony to the church.
See Matthew 23:37-39

"In the parable of the vineyard it was
the husbandmen whom Christ pro-
nounced guilty. It was they who had re-
fused to return to their lord the fruit of
his ground. In the Jewish nation it was
the priests and teachers who, by mislead-
ing the people, had robbed God of the
service which He claimed. It was they
who turned the nation away from Christ.

"The law of God unmixed with
human tradition was presented by
Christ as the great standard of obe-
dience. This aroused the enmity of the
rabbis. They had set human teaching
above God's Word, and had turned the
people away from His precepts. They
would not give up their man-made com-
mandments in order to obey the require-
ments of the Word of God. They would
not, for the truth's sake, sacrifice the
pride of reason and the praise of men.
When Christ carne, presenting to the na-
tion the claims of God, the priests and
elders denied His right to interpose be-
tween them and the people. They
would not accept His rebukes and warn-
ings, and they set themselves to turn
the people against Him and to compass
His destruction.

"For the rejection of Christ, with
the results that followed, they were re-
sponsible. A nation's sin and a nation's
ruin were due to the religious leaders."
Christ's Object Lessolls, 304--305

The messenger of the Lord tells us
that the same trials, attitudes, ex-
periences' and positions that were in
the church in Christ's day would be re-
peated in our day. See SelectedMes-
sages, book 1, 406. 10 review the
scenes in that day, study The Desire of
Ages, 35, 36, 610-612; Review alld
Herald, vol. 2, 307-308. In Testimo-
nies, vol. 5, 75-94, we find uthere is
the same falling away." In our day we
see the same rejection of the straight
testimony; the same disregard for Sab-

bathkeeping according to Isaiah 58:13-
14; the same disregard for the Spirit of
Prophecy counsel. Ellen White's signif-
icant words speak to the laity, pastors,
and leaders in our day.

"I saw that many who profess to
believe the truth for these last days
think it strange that the children of
Israel murmured as they journeyed; that
after the wonderful dealings ofGod
with them, they should be so ungrateful
as to forget what He had done for them.
Said the angel: 'Ye have done worse
than they.' n Testimonies, vol. 1, 129

"In rejecting Christ the Jewish
people committed the unpardonable
sin; and by refusing the invitation of
mercy, we may commit the same error.
We offer insult to the Prince of life, and
put Him to shame before the syn-
agogue of Satan and before the
heavenly universe when we refuse to
listen to His delegated messengers, and
instead listen to the agents of Satan,
who would draw the soul away from
Christ. So long as one does this, he can
find no hope or pardon, and he will fi-
nally lose all desire to be reconciled to
God." The Desire ofAges, 324--325

The prophet warns us in these
words:

"The Jews pursued their course of
rejecting Christ until, in their self-
deceived, deluded state, they thought
that in crucifying Him they were doing
God a service. Thus it will be with all
who resist the entreaties of the Spirit of
God, and persist in doing what they
know to be wrong." Review andHer·
old, vol. 3, 485

This is God's last-day remnant
church. There will not be another. But
God will shake and purify this one
until He has a people, leaders, and pa-
stors who will respond and live as
Jesus did. He will then make a final de-
monstration of His power in what He
can and will do with fallen human
beings who are obedient to His plan,
His law. 0

RON SPEAR-EDITOR
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The Mark of the Beast
and the Seal ofGod

A LTIIOUGH the Bible states that
the saints will receive the seal of

God that secures their eternal salvation,
it also introduces the mark of the beast
which will be received by those who
reject the invitation of Christ to separate
from Babylon. This mark will be re-
ceived either in the forehead or in the
hand.
"And he causeth all, both small and

great, rich and poor, free and bond, to
receive a mark in their right hand, or in
their foreheads." Revelation 13:16
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"And the third angel followed them,
saying with a loud voice, If any man
worship the beast and his image, and
receive his mark in his forehead, or in
his hand." Revelation 14:9
Some students of Scripture have pos-

tulated that lost men and women will
receive avisible mark; however, in view
of the symbolic language of Revelation,
it is evident that the mark, or seal that is
received in the forehead is indicative of
allegiance to Satan or Christ. These
marks will be embedded in the mind, the

IColin Standish I

decision-making area of the brain.
Those who receive the mark in the hand
(unlike those who receive it in the fore-
head) will not be deceived by the papal
power or its false teachings; however,
they will eapitulate when the test comes.
They will obey the dictates of the an-
tichrist and fail to secure eternal life
because of their refusal to accept Jesus
fully and all His directions in their lives.
The following words of Jesus are of
eternal importance to every Christian:

'.'Then said Jesus unto His disciples,
If any man will come after Me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross, and
follow Me. For whosoever will save his
life shall lose it: and whosoever will
lose his life for My sake shall find it.
For what is a man profited, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul? or what shall a man give in
exchange for his soul? For the Son of
man shall come in the glory of His
Father with His angels; and then He
shall reward every man according to his
works." Matthew 16:24-27

This certainly is the time to draw
close to Jesus, allowing Him to lead in
every step of our lives.

We can expect that, in its last,
desperate effort to subjugate the whole
world to its nefarious deception, step by
determined step, the Papacy will attempt
to enforce Sunday observance as a sign of
its authority and power. Because of the
prophesied allegiance of the nations to
the Papacy (see Revelation 14:8; 18:3),
there will be a repetition of the past-the
civil governments of the world will en-
force the wishes of the Papacy; thus
national and international laws will be
framed, requiring all to worship on Sun-
day. It can be expected that legislation
will eventually be enacted, in an attempt
to force Sabbathkeepers to violate God's
sacred day of worship.

A careful study of Revelation, chap-
ter 13, indicates that the United States
will playa significant role in these clos-
ing events. As we have seen, the proph-
ecy of Revelation 13 identifies the sec-
ond power that will playa primary role
as the enforcer of the dictates of the
Papacy. This new power is brought to
view in the second part of Revelation 13.

"And I beheld another beast coming
up out of the earth; and he had two horns
like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon."
Revelation 13:11

Colin Standish is president ofHart/Glui Insti-
tute itt Rapidll.n, Virginia



We must expect that this great nation of
freedom will be transformed into a persecuting
power whose main object will be to obliterate
God's saints from the earth

The following facts demonstrate that
this power is the United States of Amer-
ica.

1. A beast in biblical prophecy al-
ways represents an earthly power. This
is evident from Daniel's prophecy of the
four beasts.

"And four great beasts carne up from
the sea, diverse one from another. The
first was like a lion, and had eagle's
wings: I beheld till the wings thereofwere
plucked, and it was lifted up from the
earth, and made stand upon the feet as a
man, and a man's heart was given to it.
And behold another beast, a second, like
to a bear, and it raised up itself on one side,
and it had three ribs in the mouth of it
between the teeth of it: and they said thus
unto it, Arise, devour much flesh. After
this I beheld, and 10 another, like a leop-
ard, which had upon the back of it four
wings of a fowl; the beast had also four
heads; and dominion was given to it. After
this I saw in the night visions, and behold
a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and
strong exceedingly; and it had great iron
teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and
stamped the residue with the feet of it: and
it was diverse from all the beasts that were
before it; and it had ten horns." Daniel
7:"J-7

These four beasts represent the four
successive, dominant political powers of
Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and
Rome.

2. This new power, revealed in Rev-
elation 13:11, arose from the earth. It
will be noted that the powers of Daniel 7
arose from the sea.

"And four great beasts came up from
the sea, diverse one from another."
Daniel 7:3

The sea, in biblical prophecy, repre-
sents multitudes and people.

"And he saith unto me, The waters
which thou sawest, where the whore
sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and
nations, and tongues." Revelation 17:15

These powers that are depicted in
Daniel, chapter 7, arose out of the densely
populated areas of the Old World. This
new power, by contrast, must be a New
World nation because it arises from the
earth (indicating a sparsely populated
area) instead of the sea.

3. This second beast power had to arise
around 1798 (the end ofathe 1260 years of
European papal domination). Prophecy
spoke about the first beast of Revelation
13 which represented the papacy.

"And there was given unto him a
mouth speaking great things and

blasphemies; and power was given unto
him to continue forty and two months
[or 1260 days]." Revelation 13:5

The lamblike beast arose to power
after the papal beast, thus fixing its
origin in the latter portion of the eight-
eenth century.

4. This new power is depicted as
lamblike in its beginning; whereas, the
other beasts of biblical prophecy are
generally depicted as beasts of prey.
Such a power would establish itself
without great conquest in a minimally
populated region of the world.

5. The choice of a lamb rather than a
sheep indicates a very young nation.

The biblical criteria excludes every
nation upon earth except the United
States of America. It arose under the
banner of the Constitution which granted,
as no other nation before, political and
religious liberty. In this enactment, the
United States forged the peaceable char-
acteristics of a lamb. It arose at the end of
the eighteenth century in the sparsely
populated territory of the New World that
was far removed from the more densely
populated nations of Europe and the
Middle East. When the United States
gained independence, its total population
was a mere three million.

Divine prophecy predicted that the
characteristics of this lamblike beast
would change. It would speak as a
dragon; thus, even though founded upon
the principles of religious freedom, we
must expect the United States to become
an oppressive power that will enforce
papal dictates.

Recent court rulings indicate a dra-
matic departure from the time-honored
American heritage of protecting the re-
ligious rights of minority groups. A 1990
Supreme Court opinion (in the United
States) is a frightening example of this.

"In what was called a radical depar-
ture from previous rulings protecting
religion, the Supreme Court 'Thesday
forcefully declared that it would no

longer shield believers whose practices
violate general laws.
"Religions that are out of the main-

stream are most likely to be affected
because their unconventional practices
and lack of political clout have led them
to depend on the courts for protection.

uThe ruling came in the case of two
American Indians who were fired from
their jobs as drug counselors, in Oregon,
after they admitted ingesting peyote
during a religious ceremony. On a 6 to 3
vote, the court upheld their dismissal.

"But in the sweeping opinion, Jus-
tice Antonin Scalia went far beyond the
case, and declared that when religious
rights clash with the government's need
for reform rules, the court will side with
the government.

"As a nation, we cannot afford the
luxury of striking down laws simply
because they limit someone's religious
practices, Scalia said. He advised re-
ligious adherents to look to the political
system, not the courts for protection."
"Religious Fine Print Blurred," The
Fresno Bee, April 18, 1990

When the supreme court ofNebraska,
in 1990, ruled that a Jehovah Witness
father could not teach his daughter Je-
hovah Witness beliefs in competition to

his divorced wife's Roman Catholic
beliefs, another nail was hammered into
the coffm of religious liberty.

"And he exerciseth all the power of
the first beast before him, and causeth
the earth and them which dwell therein
to worship the first beast, whose deadly
wound was healed." Revelation 13:12

Sadly, we must expect that this great
nation of freedom will be transformed
into a persecuting power whose main
object will be to obliterate God's saints
from the earth.

"And he causeth all, both small and
great, rich and poor, free and bond, to
receive a mark in their right hand, or in
their foreheads: And that no man might
buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or
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It is obvious that not only the churches of
Protestantism are turning their faces toward
Rome, but also, the nations of the world are
uniting under the supervision of the Papacy

the name of the beast, or the number of
his name." Revelation 13:16-17

"And he had power to give life unto
the image of the beast, that the image of
the beast should both speak, and cause
that as many as would not worship the
image of the beast should be killed."
Revelation 13:15

Is it not highly significant that mem-
bersofthe Protestant churches of Amer-
ica are now seeking reconcilation with
the Roman Catholic Church? Even one
of the most conservative of all Protestant
churches in the United States, the South-
ern Baptists, seeks basic agreement with
the Roman Catholic Church.

The Southern Baptists are not the
only Protestants who are drawing closer
to Roman Catholics.

"Roman Catholics and Lutherans
stepped closer together Monday, when
church officials from both denomina-
tions announced plans to draw up a
covenant that will increase co-operation
between the most powerful religious bo-
dies in Minnesota." The Minneapolis
Star and Tribune, October 17, 1989

"The capitulation of Protestantism to
Catholicism is seen worldwide. In JUly
1990, the president of the Australasian
Council of Churches, the Anglican bish-
op of Bendigo, Bishop Oliver Heywood,
and the Roman Catholic archbishop of
Sidney, Cardinal Edward Clancy, sat side
by side, in Adelaide, talking about plans
for a new national ecumenical body....
The move has been described as a revolu-
lion in Anglican-Catholic nations, and
could be the first step towards the even-
tual merger of the two churches." Sidney
Morning Herald, July 1990

The new ecumenical body is pro-
jected to be operating by 1992. It seems
that the 1992-1993 era will be tre-
mendously significant in the fulfilIment
of Bible prophecy. Ninety percent of the
Christian community, in Australia, will
be represented in the new organization.
The following assertion is even more

ominous:
"Its [the new ecumenical council's]

formation is also expected to encourage
the church community to take an even
greater part in the political area. 'Politics
is what drives our society, which it is,
then clearly we have to be involved,'
Bishop Heyward said. 'If there is a bit of
rough and tumble, then so be it. 1 "

SidneyMorning Herald
When the church unites with the

state, persecution of dissenters inevi-
tably follows.
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Today many Christians of various
faiths and their ministers are joining
together in special days of prayer for
Christian unity, little recognizing that
such prayers do not ascend to God, but
to the archdeciever. At these ecumenical
prayer meetings, Christians are being
subtly conditioned to unite with Rome.

It is obvious that not only the churches
of Protestantism are turning their faces
toward Rome, but also, the nations of the
world are uniting under the supervision of
the Papacy. We can expect these unions to
continue to accelerate their co-operation
in the near future. The closer they come
together; the more secure this unity will be
achieved. The persecution of God's
people will consequently follow this re-

newed union of church and state. The
Bible predicts it. History confirms that
this has always been the result of such a
union. The gospel will be taken to every
part of the world under these most diffi-
cult and trying circumstances. Many
faithful children of Christ will lose their
lives during this time.

Communist nations have officially
apolOgized for their past wrongs. Poland
and East Germany have openly apolOgized
for joining the Russian Army in quelling the
democracy movement in Prague during
1968. Even the U.s.S.R. has at last
confessed its guilt to Poland for the liquida-
tion of 15,570officersof thePolish Army in
the Katyn Forest in 1940. Even the emperor
ofJapan, in 1990, apologized for the actions
of Imperial Japan against Korea during its
occupation in the years of 1905-1945.

But no such confession has ever
come from the lips of the Roman
Catholic hierarchy. When Pope John II
visited Czechoslovakia in April 1990, he
had a golden opportunity to apologize for
his spiritual predecessors burning John
Huss at the stake simply because he
refused to acknowledge the Roman
Catholic blasphemy that priests are
capable of creating our Lord's body and
His blood in the Mass. The pope

studiously avoided such a confession of
wrong. This attitude stems from the papal
dogma of infallibility, which protects the
seeds of further persecution when papal
authority exercises the power that it had
during the Middle Ages. Since she has
never repented of the evil excesses that
she has done in the past, she is capable of
persecuting God's people again.

"They overcame him by the blood of
the Lamb, and by the word of their
testimony; and they loved not their lives
unto the death." Revelation 12:11

We must expect to see large numbers
of professed Protestants capitUlating to
Roman Catholicism. This tragic trend is
already accelerating; on the other hand,
we must expect significant numbers of

God's faithful people to leave the apos-
tate churches, and join the fold under the
bloodstained banner of Jesus Christ.

Before the return of Jesus, there
comes a time when the destiny of every
human being is sealed. Ail have made
an irrevocable decision for Jesus Christ
or for Satan. A million years would not
change that decision.

At that time, Christ will make His
awesome pronouncement:

"He that is unjust, let him be unjust
still: and he which is filthy, let him be
filthy still: and he that is righteous, let
him be righteous still: and he that is holy,
let him be holy still." Revelation 22:11

At this time, the Spirit of the Lord
will no longer call people to repentance
because there is no purpose in the Holy
Spirit's appeal to the heart once each
person's destiny is sealed. The Bible
speaks about this time.

"There shall be a time of trouble,
such as never was since there was a
nation." Daniel 12:1

The prophet Jeremiah also refers to
this time: uIt is even the time of Jacob's
trouble." Jeremiah 30:7

At this time, the full fury of Satan
will be turned upon God's faithful
people in an attempt to eliminate them
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from the face of the earth. At that time,
the effort to destroy God's people be-
comes universal. God pours out His
judgments upon the earth during this
period of vicious persecution. Many of
these judgments, as recorded in Revela-
tion 16, are directed against those who
have worshiped the beast, or are at the
center of papal power. 1\vo typical
plagues are cited. There are seven in all.

"And the first went, and poured out
his vial upon the earth; and there fell a
noisome and grievous sore upon the men
which had the mark of the beast, and
upon them which worshipped his
image." Revelation 16:2
"And the fifth angel poured out his

vial upon the seat of the beast; and his
kingdom was full of darkness; and they
gnawed their tongues for pain." Revela-
tion 16:10

Before the return of Jesus, Rome will
be destroyed.

"And the great city was divided into
three parts, and the cities of the nations
fell: and great Babylon came in remem-
brance before God, to give unto her the
cup of the wine of the fierceness of his
wrath." Revelation 16:19

"There followed another angel,
saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that
great city, because she made all nations
drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication." Revelation 14:8
At that time, God's saints, who have

been sustained only by His love and
preserving power, will see, with great
rejoicing, the return of their long-
awaited Lord and Redeemer.

"For the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of the arChangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first: then we which are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:
and so shall we ever be with the Lord."
1 Thessalonians
The promise of Jesus will be ful-

filled:
"But he that shall endure unto the

end, the same shall be saved." Matthew
24: 13. These saints have not worshiped
the beast because tbey have fully sur-
rendered their lives to Jesus, and their
names are recorded in the Lamb's book
of life. See Revelation 13:8
The Lord is now calling all readers

to total loyalty to Himself, so that their
eternal destiny will be secure in the One
who gave His life for the salvation of
every human being. 0

God's richest blessing to each and
every one. As you've already known,
there's war in the Gulf. I want to let you
know that the materials you've sent to
me have been a tremendous help to me
during these times. When one has been
in the desert for six monthS, unable to
observe the Sabbath as one would,
steadfast in being a vegetarian, con-
stantly within the midst of profanity and
immorality, watching those who profess
to know the Lord giving in to carnal
desires and fleshly lust, etc.-I truly say
that this is crunch time. In these times
minds are transformed or hardened; in
these times it is evident who builds on
sinking sand or on Christ the Rock
(Solid Ground). In these times I've no-
ticed that there is a greater war being
fOUght than that between Iraq and the
United States and its allies. It's the war
of the Great Controversy between Christ
and Satan that has been going on since it
began in heaven and is now being inten-
sified (Ephesians 6:12). Surely I can say,
Praise the Lord. Thanking Him for pre-
serving a wretch like me in these times. I
know not what the future holds, but
whether or not the Lord allows me to go
to sleep in this crisis, praise, honor, anft
glory be unto God Almighty both now
and forever. I truly appreciate what the
Lord has done through you, the staff of
Hope International, for me during this
period. The blessings I've reaped
through the materials you've sent to me
are insurmountable.
-Sgt. FY, "Desert Storm"

I would like to express my sincere
appreciation for the ministry God has
called you to do in these exciting times
we're living in. Thank you so much for
encouragingly reproving and admonish-
ing God's people. We need the straight
testimony, for this is the only way that
we'll make it into God's kingdom.
We're looking and praying for Christ's
soon return for His bride. And we know
we have to be without spot or blemish.
May the Lord continue to bless the
ministry He has called you to do.
I'm also writing to inform you that

the magazine Our Firm Fowrdatio1l has
really restored the fire inside of me. I

find it to be very uplifting and informa-
tive to God's church. However, I'm not
able at this present time to give any
donation. But I want so desperately to
receive Our Firm Foundatio1l again this
year. Please consider renewing my sub-
scription, and as soon as I can I will send
a donation to cover the expenses.
-CC, North Carolina

Your contributions marked "Sub-
scription Assistance" make it possible
for us to send this magazine to those who
call1lot afford it.-EDITORS

Your magazine is truly the voice of
God. Please renew our subscription. I
have been a Seventh-day Adventist all my
life and am very perplexedwith what I see
happening to my church. Your magazine
is such an encouragement. I pray for all
such men as you who are giving the
trumpet a certain sound. Keep holding
tightly to His hand and pressing onward.
Put the remainder ofour donationwhere it
is needed most to spread the gospel.
-DO,Wisconsin

Bible Correspondence Scbool

Thank you so much for sending me
the books. I must say, besides the Bible,
I have never read such fascinating
books. Although I have not finished
reading Desire ofAges, I truly believe
that E. G. White's prophecies and under-
standing of the Word are of a divine
nature. When I read, I feel as though I
am standing next to Jesus and He is
teaching me on a one-to-one basis.
When one is able to put himself back
into those days when Jesus walked the
earth, tbe Bible becomes more than just
a library of holy writings. The Bible
comes to life, literally talking to you,
speaking to you in a way that can hardly
be misinterpreted. The Word begins to
flow, weaving itself through the pages
revealing one truth after another....
My first time in prison (and last) has

truly been blessed. I expected the Lord
to deliver me, but never this good. I've
had easier trials on the outside, and have
not come out of them this strong.
-RM
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6y
eousness•I

ONE of the strongest drives in the
human heart is to be right. Nations

go to war because they believe they are
right; households become divided be-
cause husband and wife become
estranged, both believing they are right.
To know you are right and be ready to
die for it is what makes heroes, and God
is looking for Christian heroes who want
to be right with God. All the saved saints
will be righteous in Christ:

"Thy people also shall be all right-
eous: they shall inherit the land for ever,
the branch of My planting, the work of
My hands, that I may be glorified."
Isaiah 60:21

It is clearly taught in Romans 1:16-
17 that the gospel of Christ is God's
power to save sinners because it reveals
righteousness by faith, for it is God's
plan in His infinite love for fallen man,
to return him to his Eden home. It is His
plan to recreate man again in righteous-
ness:

"For I am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For
therein is the righteousness of God re-
vealed from faith to faith: as it is written,
The just shall live by faith." Romans
1:16-17

God could not compromise His own
standard of righteousness, His character
and His holy righteous law. To save man
from the penalty ofeternal death the Son
of God offered Himself as man's
Saviour. Romans 3:23-28 tells the story:

"For all have sinned, and eome short
of the glory of God; being justified
freely by His grace through the redemp-
tion that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God
hath set forth to be a propitiation through
faith in His blood, to declare His right-
eousness for the remission of sins that
are past through the forbearance ofGod;
to declare, I say, at this time His right-
eousness: that He might be just, and the
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.
Where is boasting then? It is excluded.
By what law? ofworks? Nay: but by the
law of faith. Therefore we conclude that
a man is justified by faith without the
deeds of the law." Romans 3:23-28

So we are saved by faith, not by the
works of the law; but we cannot be
saved without the Spirit of God produc-
ing good works in the soul. James 2:17-
18 helps our understanding:
"Even so faith, if it hath not works, is

dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say,
Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew
me thy faith without thy works, and I
will shew thee my faith by my works."

Ellen White gives us this beautiful
statement on righteousness:
"A profession of faith and the posses-

sion of truth in the soul are two different
things. The mere knowledge of truth is
not enough. We may possess this, but the
tenor of our thoughts may not be
changed. The heart must be converted
and sanctified. The man who attempts to
keep the commandments of God from a
sense of obligation merely-because he
is required to do so--will never enter into
the joy of obedience. He does not obey.
When the requirements of God are ac-
counted a burden because they cut across
human inclination, we may know that the
life is not a Christian life. lhJe obedience
is the outworking of a principle within. It
springs from the love of righteousness,
the love of the law of God. The essence
of all righteousness is loyalty to our
Redeemer. This will lead us to do right
because it is right-because right doing
is pleasing to God." Chrisr's Objecr Les-
sons, Lessons 97-98

God is love and He is rich in mercy.
Because of His great love wherein, "He
loved us, even when we were dead in
sins." Ephesians 2:4-5. He covenanted
with Adam His plan of redemption, and
His solemn words are recorded for His
people today:

Ron Sear
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True conversion is not an effort of the sinner to
escape the suffering and consequences of sin.
H is rather the sweet joy of knowing you are
right with an all-righteous God, and right with
your fellow man

"Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His
abundant mercy hath begotten us again
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of
Jesus Cbrist from the dead." 1 Pcter 1:3

God is "abundant in mercy," He
"delighteth in mercy." Mercy is pity or
compassion for the undeserving and
guilly sinner.

"Say unto them, As I live, saith the
Lord God, I have no pleasure in the
death of the wicked; but that the wicked
tum from his way and live: turn ye, turn
ye from your evil ways; for why will ye
die, 0 house oflsrael?" Ezekiel 33:11

In offering pardon to guilty sinners
condemned to death by the demands of
His righteous laws, God is forced to
proceed in strict harmony with the prin-
ciple of absolute right-for salvation is
the state of being right. Jesus is the only
one who has the power to produce right-
eousness in sinners searching for right-
eousness:

"And ye shaIl seek me, and find me,
when ye shall search for me with all
your heart." Jeremiah 29:13

But if God Himself, in the act of
making sinners right, should violate the
eternal principle of righteousncss, He
would be guilly of wrongdoing. We Can
now bcgin to understand the serious-
ness and terribleness of sin. God is
limited in what He can do for the sin
problem on this planet because every-
thing He does here for the faIlen race
will affect the whole universe. We are
made a theater to men, to angels and to
worlds. See 1 Corinthians 4:9. To min-
imize disobedience to His righteous
laws without carrying out the death
penalty prescribed and demanded by
the law would have, in time, opened the
floodgates of sin to the whole universe.
God cannot afford to be merciful at the
expense of righteousness-He is not
only merciful in His righteousness but
He must be righteous in His mercy to
every sinner. Absolute righteousness
and God's boundless love and mercy
meet at Golgatha's Hill as Jesus cries
out to His Father, "Forgive them; for
they know not what they do." Luke
23:34

"For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son that who-
soever believeth in Him should not per-
ish, but have everlasting life." John 3:16

God so loved us that He gave His
Son so that all may have the opportunity
to choose life or death. If God could
have changed the law, He would have

done it in Eden. Then the incarnation
and crucifixion of the Son ofGod would
not have been necessary. God cannot
change. See Psalm 89:34, James 1:17.
The wages of all sin is death. See Ro-
mans 6:23. Christ willingly accepted
this penally to save us-there was no
other way. God must eithcr destroy
Adam and Eve eternally or send His Son
to accept their penalty-death.

The incarnation of the Son of God in
fallen human flesh is the mystery of
Godliness:

"And without controversy great is
the mystery of godliness: God was
manifest in the flesh, justified in the
Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the
Gentiles, believed on in the world, re-
ceived up into glory." 1 Timothy 3:16

No one can explain this mystery;
therefore, we must accept it by faith. He
came down to our level in order to
experience every temptation a fallen
human being can experience, and be-
came our example in victory over all
temptations:

"In human nature, Christ developed
a perfect charactcr. . .. He was beset
with the fiercest temptation, tempted on
all points like as men, yet He developed
a perfectly upright character. No taint of
sin was found upon Him." Signs of the
Times, voL 3, 264

"The Son of God was assaulled at
every step by the powers of darkness.
After His baptism He was driven of the
Spirit into the wilderness, and suffered
temptation for forty days. Letters have
been coming in to me, affirming that
Christ could not have had the same
nature as man, for if He had, He would
have fallen under similar temptations. If
He did not have man's nature, He could
not be our example. If He was not a
partaker of our nature, He could not
have been tempted as man has been. If it
were not possible for Him to yield to
temptation, He could not be our helper.
It was a solemn reality that Christ came

to fight the battles as man, in man's
behalf. His temptation and victory tell us
that humanity must copy the Pattern;
man must become a partaker of the
divine nature." Selec/edMessages, book
1,408

"Christ did not make believe take
human nature; He did verily take it. He
did in reality possess human nature. 'As
the children are partakers of flesh and
blood, he also himself likewise took part
of the same.' Hebrews 2:14. He was the
son of Mary; He was of the seed of
David according to human descent. He
is declared to be a man, even the Man
Christ Jesus. 'This man,' writes Paul,
'was counted worthy of more glory than
Moses, inasmuch as He who hath
builded the house hath more honour than
the house.' Hebrews 3:3." Ibid., 247

"Notwithstanding that the sins of a
guilly world were laid upon Christ,
notwithstanding the humiliation of
taking upon Himself our fallen nature,
the voice from heaven declared Him to
be the Son of the Eternal." The Desire of
Ages, 112

Yes, God sent forth His Son, Christ
Jesus, as a propitiation, a sacrifice in the
sinner's stead, that He might vindicate
His own righteous character and yet
offer tree pardon and salvation to all
who confess, repent and believe on the

Lord Jesus as their Saviour from all sin.
We must believe that God has the power
to keep His faithful saints from sin.

"Now unto Him that is able to keep
you from falling, and to present you
faulliess before the presence of His
glory with exceeding joy." Jude 24
nue conversion is not an effort of

the sinner to escape the suffering and
consequences of sin. It is rather the
sweet joy of knowing you are right with
an all-righteous God, and right with your
fellow man. Your unrighteous life is now
made righteous and you are now judged
to be right and in harmony with the
severest demands of God's unchangea-
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The Spirit of God produces a new life in the
soul, bringing the thoughts and desires into
obedience to the will of Christ; and the inward
man is renewed in the image of God

ble, righleous law. Ellen White makes
these inspired statements:

"Chrisl looks at Ihe spiril, and when
He sees us carrying our burden with
faith, His perfect holiness atones for our
shortcomings. When we do our best, He
becomes our righteousness. It takes
every ray of lighllhat God sends to us 10
make us the light of the world" Selected
Messages, book I, 368
"If you are right with God loday, you

are ready if Christ should come today."
Maranatha, 98

"Therefore if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature: old lhings are
passed away; behold, all things are be-
come new." 2 Corinthians 5:17
"Through sin, the whole human or-

ganism is deranged, the mind is per-
verled, Ihe imagination corrupted; the
faculties of the soul are degraded. There
is an absence of pure religion, of heart
holiness. The converting power of God
has not wrought in transforming the
character. The soul is weak, and for want
of moral force to overcome, is polluted
and debased.

"To the heart that has become
purified, all is changed. Itansformation
of character is the testimony to Ihe world
of an indwelling Christ. The Spirit of
God produces a new life in the soul,
bringing the thoughts and desires into
obedience to the will of Christ; and Ihe
inward man is renewed in the image of
God. Weak and erring men and women
show to the world that the redeeming
power of grace can cause the faulty
character to develop into symmetry and
abundant fruitfulness." Prophets and
Kings, 233

"Those who become new creahrres
in Christ Jesus will bring forth the fruits
of the Spirit, 'love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, temperance.' Galatians 5:22-
23. They will no longer fashion them-
selves according to the former lusts, but
by the faith of Ihe Son of God they will
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follow in His steps, reflect His characler,
and purify themselves even as He is
pure. The things they once hated they
now love, and the things they once loved
they hate. The proud and self-assertive
become meek and lowly in heart. The
vain and supercilious become serious
and unobtrusive. The drunken become
sober, and the profligate pure. The vain
customs and fashions of the world are
laid aside. Christians will seek not the
'outward adorning,' but 'the biddenman
of the heart, in that which is not corrupt-
ible, even the ornament of a meek and
quiet spirit.' 1 Peter 3: 3-4." Steps to
Christ, 58-59

"That regenerating power, which no
human eye can see, begets a new life in
the soul; it creates a new being in the
image of God. While the work of the
Spirit is silent and imperceptible, its
effects are manifest. If the heart has been
renewed by the Spirit of God, the life
will bear wilness to the fact. While we
cannot do anything 10 change our hearts
or to bring ourselves into harmony with
God; while we must not trusl al all to
ourselves or our good works, our lives
will reveal whether the grace of God is
dwelling within us. A change will be
seen in the character, the habits, the
pursuits. The contrast will be clear and
decided between what they have been
and what they are. The character is
revealed, not by occasional good deeds
and occasional misdeeds, but by the
tendency of the habilual words and acts.

"It is true that there may be an
outward correctness of deportment
without the renewing power of Christ.
The love of influence and Ihe desire for

Ihe esteem of others may produce a
well-ordered life. Self-respect may lead
us to avoid the appearance of evil. A
selfish heart may perform generous ac-
tions. By what means, then, shall we
determine whose side we are on?

"Who has the heart? With whom are
our Ihoughts? Of whom do we love 10

converse? Who has our warmest affec-
tions and our best energies? If we are
Christ's, our thoughts are with Him, and
our sweelest Ihoughts are of Him. All we
have and are is consecraled 10 Him. We
long 10 bear His image, breathe His
Spirit, do His will, and please Him in all
lhings." Steps to Christ, 57

How precious Ihe thoughl that salva-
tion is rightness before God, and right-
ness beforeGod is Ihe key 10 heaven and
eternal life. Every church leader, every
pastor and every member musl now
meditate on this eternal fact unlil we are
Ihoroughly aroused and animated with
an intense desire to bring our souls 10
Christ 10 become new creatures. The
decision that Ihe old man musl die daily
in order that the new man in Christ may
live without sin; to know JCSU5 per-
sonally, must be our greatest desire if we
are 10 be saved.

"But ye have not so learned Chrisl; if
so be Ihat ye have heard Him, and have
bcen taught by Him, as the trulh as in
Jesus: that ye put off concerning the
former conversation Ihe old man, which
is corrupt according to the deceitful
lusts; and be renewed in the spirit of
your mind; and Ihat ye puI on the new
man, which after God is created in right-
eousness and true holiness. Wherefore
putting away lying, speak every man
lruth with his neighbour: for we are
members one of another. Be ye angry,
and sin not: let not the sun go down upon
your wrath: neither give place to the
devil. Let him that stole sleal no more:
but ralher let him labour, working with
his hands the thing which is good, that
he may have 10 give to him that needeth.
Let no corrupl communicalion proceed
out of your mouth, but Ihat which is
good to Ihe use of edifying, that it may
minister grace unto the hearers. And
grieve nol the Holy Spirit of God,
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of
redemption. Let all bitterness, and
wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil
speaking, be puI away from you, with all
malice: and be ye kind one to another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
even as God for Christ's sake hath for-
given you." Ephesians 4:20-32

"Let this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ Jesus." Philippians 2:5

"For who hath known the mind of
the Lord, that He may instruct Him? But
we have Ihe mind ofChrist." 1 Corinthi-
ans 2:16

It is the mind and life of Jesus that
we must pray for earnestly every day.



How inspiring is the thought that the kingdom
of God will be peopled only by those who are
right and that sin will never rise up again

An outward compliance with chwch
regulation and inward righteousness are
not synonymous. We must strive to per-
suade men and women to know God as
their personal Saviour, and when they
come to know Him, the rules and regula-
tions will cease to be a problem.

Ow business is not to build up a
chwch on earth, but rather to seek for the
souls of men and women to live with
Christ in His kingdom. When we are
engaged daily in this task of witnessing to
ow chwch, ow neighborhood and the
whole world ofow personal experience in
Christ, with victory over every sin, we
will then make a great demonstration of
the power ofGodwhichwill swell into the
loud cry of the third angel. Let us never
forget that in this experience of righteous-
ness we will bring joy and happiness to
the courts of heaven. AU those who inherit
the kingdom will be righteous:

"Thy people also shall be all right-
eous: they shall inherit the land for ever,
the branch of my planting, the work of
my hands, that I may be glorified."
Isaiah 60:21

Let us repeat this grand and wonder-
ful truth, that righteousness and right-
doing is the only condition of entrance
into the kingdom. How inspiring is the
thought that the kingdom of God will be
peopled only by those who are right and
that sin will never rise up again. See
Nahum 1:9

How do we obtain this righteous-
ness? This rightdoing is not a reward for
personal merit; it is a gift of God to the
sinner while he is yet a sinner without
any righteousness of his own and
without means of obtaining any right-
eousness for himself. He stands before
God completely helpless and justly con-
demned, without excuse for his guilt. He
stands in his own unrighteousness of
filthy rags.
"And he shewed me Joshua the high

priest standing before the angel of the
LoRD, and Satan standing at his right
hand to resist him. And the LORD said
unto Satan, The LoRD rebuke thee, 0
Satan, even the LoRD that hath chosen
Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand
plucked out of the fire? Now Joshua was
clothed with filthy garments, and stood
before the angel. And he answered and
spake unto those that stood before him,
saying, Thke away the filthy garments
from him. And unto him he said, Behold,
I have caused thine iniquity to pass from
thee, and I will clothe thee with a change
of raiment." Zechariah 3:1-4

"Zechariah's vision of Joshua and
the Angel applies with peculiar force to
the experience of God's people in the
closing up of the great day of atonement.
The remnant chwch will be brought into
great trial and distress. Those who keep
the commandments of God and the faith
of Jesus will feel the ire of the dragon
and his hosts." Testimonies, vol. 5, 472

The sinner's filthy rags are offensive
to ow righteous JUdge. But in the sin-
ner's helplessness and despair, he cries
out, uGod be merciful to me a sinner."
God accepts the sinner and treats him as
if he had never sinned.

Let us examine these inspired state-
ments that tell us how conversion
begins:

"The condition of eternal life is now
just what it always has been-just what
it was in Paradise before the fall of ow
first parents-perfect obedience to the
law of God, perfect righteousness. If
eternal life were granted on any condi-
tion short of this, then the happiness of
the whole universe would be imperiled.
The way would be open for sin, with all
its train of woe and misery, to be immor-
talized.

"It was possible for Adam, before
the fall, to form a righteous character by
obedience to God's law. But he failed to
do this, and because of his sin our
natures are fallen and we cannot make
owselves righteous. Since we are sinful,
unholy, we cannot perfectly obey the
holy law. We have no righteousness of
our own with which to meet the claims
of the law of God. But Christ has made a
way of escape for us. He lived on earth
amid trials and temptations such as we
have to meet. He lived a sinless life. He
died for us, and now He offers to take
ow sins and give us His righteousness. If
you give yowself to Him, and accept
Him as your Saviour, then, sinful as your
life may have been, for His sake you are
accounted righteous. Christ's character
stands in place of your Character, and

you are accepted before God just as if
you had not sinned.

"More than this, Christ changes the
heart. He abides in your heart by faith.
You are to maintain this connection with
Christ by faith and the continual sur-
render of your will to Him; and so long
as you do this, He will work in you to
will and to do according to His good
pleaswe. So you may say, "The life
which I now live in the flesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave Himself for me." Galatians
2:20. So Jesus said to His disciples, "It is
not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your

Father which speaketh in you." Matthew
10:20. Then with Christ working in you,
you will manifest the same spirit and do
the same good works-works of right-
eousness; obedience." Steps to Christ,
62
"Many are inquiring, IHow am I to

make the surrender of myself to God?'
You desire to give yowself to Him, but
you are weak in moral power, in slavery
to doubt, and controlled by the habits of
your life of sin. Your promises and
resolutions are like ropes of sand. You
cannot control yow thoughts, yow im-
pulses, your affections. The knowledge
of yow broken promises and forfeited
pledges weakens your confidence in
your own sincerity, and causes you to
feel that God cannot accept you; but you
need not despair. What you need to
understand is the true force of the will.
This is the governing power in the nature
of man, the power of decision, or of
choice. Everything depends on the right
action of the will. The power of choice
God has given to men; it is theirs to
exercise. You cannot change yow heart,
you cannot of yourself give to God its
affections; but you can choose to serve
Him. You can give Him yow will; He
will then work in you to will and to do
according to His good pleasure. Thus
yow whole natwe will be brought under
the control of the Spirit of Christ; your
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When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart
is united with His heart, the will is merged in
His will, the mind becomes one with His mind,
the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him;
we live His life

I
I

affections will be centered upon Him,
your thoughts will be in harmony with
Him.

"Desires for goodness and holiness
are right as far as they go; but if you stop
here, they will avail nothing. Many will
be lost while hoping and desiring to be
Christians. They do not come to the
point of yielding the will to God. They
do not now choose to be Christians."
Ibid., 47-48

The will is where our responsibility
begins. We must surrender our will to
God continually, every moment of every
day. As the sinner looks to the cross, the
Holy Spirit takes charge of his life, as
long as his will remains surrendered to
God. See 1 John 3:6--9. He is counted
righteous; he is perfect and holy, clothed
with the garment of Christ's righteous-
ness.

"By His perfect obedience He has
made it possible for every human being
to obey God's commandments. When
we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart
is united with His heart, the will is
merged in His will, the mind becomes
one with His mind, the thoughts are
brought into captivity to Him; we live
His life. This is what it means to be
clothed with the garment of His right-
eousness. Then as the Lord looks upon
us He sees, not the fig-leaf garment, not
the nakedness and deformity of sin, but
His own robe of righteousness, which is
perfect obedience to the law of Je-
hovah." Christ's Object Lessons, 312

"Righteousness is right doing, and it
is by their deeds that all will be judged.
OUT characters are revealed by what we
do. The works show whether the faith is
genuine.

"It is not enough for us to believe
that Jesus is not an impostor, and that the
religion of the Bible is no cunningly
devised fable. We may believe that the
name of Jesus is the only name under
heaven whereby man may be saved, and
yet we may not thrOUgh faith make Him
our personal Saviour. It is not enough to
believe the theory of truth. It is not
enough to make a profession of faith in
Christ and have our names registered on
the church roll. 'He that keepeth His
commandments dwelleth in Him, and
He in him. And hereby we know that He
abideth in us, by the Spirit which He
hath given us.' 'Hereby we do know that
we know Him if we keep His command-
ments.' 1 John 3:24; 2:3. This is the
genuine evidence of conversion.
Whatever our profession, it amounts to
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nothing unless Christ is revealed in
works of righteousness.

"The truth is to be planted in the
heart. It is to control the mind and
regulate the affections. The whole char-
acter must be stamped with the divine
utterances. Every jot and tittle of the
Word of God is to be brought into tbe
daily practice.

"He who becomes a partaker of the
divine nature will be in harmony with
God's great standard of righteousness,
His holy law. This is the rule by which
God measures the actions of men. This
will be the test of character in the judg-
ment." Ibid., 312-314

It is the cross of Christ that assures
salvation to the helpless sinner, as he
gazes, awed by the redemptive love of

God expressed in a bleeding, dying
Saviour.

"The work of redemption involves
consequences of which it is difficult for
man to have any conception. 'Eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that
love Him.' 1 Corinthians 2:9. As the
sinner, drawn by the power of Christ,
approaches the uplifted cross, and pros-
trates himself before it, there is a new
creation. A new heart is given him. He
becomes a new creature in Christ Jesus.
Holiness finds that it has nothing more to
require. God Himself is 'the justifier of
him which believeth in Jesus.' Romans
3:26. And 'whom He justified, them He
also glorified.' Romans 8:30. Great as is
the shame and degradation through sin,
even greater will be the honor and exalta-
tion through redeeming love. 10 human
beings striving for conformity to the
divine image there is imparted an outlay
of heaven's treasure, an excellency of
power, that will place them higher than
even the angels who have never fallen.
"'Thus saith the LORD, the Re-

deemer of Israel, and His Holy One, to
Him whom man despiseth, to Him

whom the nation abhorreth, ... Kings
shall see and arise, princes also shall
worship, because of the LoRD that is
faithful, and the Holy One of Israel, and
He shall choose thee.' Isaiah 49:7

" 'For everyone that exalteth him-
self shall be abased; and he that hum-
bleth himself shall be exalted.' Luke
18:14." Ibid., 162-163

The Thief

On the cross dying beside the
Saviour, faith awakened in the thief as
he saw the fulfillment of Isaiah 53, "But
he was wounded for our transgressions,
he was bruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace was upon
Him; and with His stripes we are

healed." Verse 5. The thief hears, he
heeds and he believes. He then cries out,
"Remember me when thou comest into
thy kingdom." Luke 23:42. Jesus prom-
ises him a place in His kingdom and the
righteous JUdge issues the command,
"Thke away the filthy garment from
him." Then turning to the dying thief
Jesus promises, "1 have caused thine
iniquity to pass from thee and I will
clothe thee with a change of raiment."
The work is done, the thief is justified,
made righteous. Was this done by his
own deeds? No, never-he is a thief. a
criminal, unbaptized, and, with Jesus,
rejected by the church. But he is safe to
save because he is so sorry for all of his
sins and he has covenanted with his
Saviour, dying beside him, that he wills
to forsake sin and live the remaining
hours of his life by the power of the Holy
Spirit. AlI his sins have now been im-
puted to the bleeding victim next to him
on the cross, and Jesus has imputed His
righteousness to the dying thief. He is
counted righteous apart from the works
of the law, but now in his fmal hours he
is living in obedience to every precept of
God's righteous law by the power of the

Continued on 27



The love ofsin

"Disguise it as they may, the real cause
of doubt and in most cases, IS
!he love of sm."reps ro C/msr, 111

I his statement is so clear as to need
no comment, but we should not pass it
by too quickly. It deserves several care-
ful and thoughtful readings, in a spirit of
humble prayer.

Pride of inrel/ecr

The dislike of being correcred or re-
buked

Whether it be the correction of an
erroneous opinion or the rebuking of an
open or secret sin, this kind of testimony is
difficult for some to accept. It seems that
they are not able to recognize it as aministry
of love, intended to have a saving influence
on them and to better prepare them for the
coming oftheLord.lnstead, they regard the
rebuke or correction as the attack of an
enemywhich calls for an attitude ofdefense.

"The testimonies of His Spirit call
your attention to the Scriptures,%Kint out
our defects of character, and reI) e our
SlllS; therefore au do not the. And
a your carnal, ease-loving cBi:i'iSe
lou begm to doubt whether the testimo-
nies arc from God." Testimonies, vol. 5,
"234

)

Aside the Spirit of
Propliecy-The Reasons

and the Methods

But why would the Adventist people,
who owe virtually every good thing that
exists among them to the influence of
the Spirit of Prophecy, want to get rid of
the testimonies?
There are certain general reasons for

opposition to the Spirit of Prophecy that
have always been present, but with the
present attempt to change our theology
from Adventism to Calvinism there has
come into existence a much more urgent
and specific reason.

The general reasons for opposition to
the Spirit of Prophecy which have al-
ways been present would include these:

It seems that higher education can
contribute to the tendency to neglect or
reject the testimonies. Apparently, con-
fidence in one's own opinion is inclined
to grow with the educational process.
The higher one's academic degrees, the

Ralph Larson. a retired pastor. last served as
clwirmanofthe Church andMinistry Depart-
ment of the Seventh-day Adventist Theologi-
cal Seminary. Far East

THE very last deception of Satan will
be to make of none effect the testi-

mony of the Spirit of God." Selecred
Messages, book 2, 78

Since the beginning of the great con-
troversy between good and evil, Satan
has never been so unmasked and has
never had his plarJS so weakened by

disclosure as through the testimonies
1hat God has given to us through His
chasen messenger, Ellen White. We
therefore have no difficulty under-
standing why he wants to destroy the
influence of these testimonies. Since it is
not possible for him to remove them
from the earth, as he would prefer, the
best he can do is to labor to make them
of none effect. This is what we would
expect from Satan.

Ralph Larson

In rhis article Ralph Larson continues a
series which he began in January.
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The problem with the Spirit of Prophecy, as
seen by those who are promoting Calvinism
among us, is that it firmly supports as truth all
of the doctrines that they wish to dismiss as
error

more difficult it seems to be for some to
accept counselor correction from the
humble messenger of the Lord.

I was deeply puzzled when a re-
spected Seventh-day Adventist theolo-
gian, who had once been strong in his
support of the Spirit of Prophecy, sud-
denly began making the public statement
that "we must not let EllenWhite veto the
Scriptures." Eventually, I learned that he
had accepted as truth the false Calvinistic
doctrine that it is impossible for Chris-
tians to live without sinning. He had at
first tried to maintain that Ellen White
agreed with this Calvinistic doctrine, but
when he was confronted with a mass of
evidence that she actually rejected it, he
had to make a choice. He must either
admit that he was mistaken or take the
position that Ellen White was mistaken.
Itwas at this point that he began to preach
and to teach that we must not let Ellen
White veto the Scriptures. Ellen White
was not, of course, vetoing the Scrip-
tures. She was vetoing an erroneous Cal-
vinistic interpretation of the Scriptures.

How much better it would have been
for his own soul and the souls ofothers if
this theologian had been willing to ac-
cept the inspired counsel and correct his
own thinking, rather than setting out to
undermine confidence in the Spirit of
Prophecy.

Pride ofposition

There is an ancient proverb to the
effect that "power corrupts, and absolute
power corrupts absolutely." Those who
stand in elevated positions of power and
authority are in constant peril on this
point. Satan is ever ready to suggest to
them the substitution of authority of
position for the authority of the Word of
God, and to flatter them that their wise
opinions concerning what policies are
best for God's work need not be com-
pared with the inspired counsels. We
have, however, been warned that:

"Men cannot depart from the counsel
of God and still retain that calmness and
wisdom which will enable them to act
with justice and discretion. There is no
insanity so dreadful, so hopel% as tIiai
of following human wisdom un Idea
by e WIS om of God." Patriarchs and
Prophets, 658

The lure ofworldly advantage

This may be the most subtle of the
problems under consideration, because
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it may come disguised as advantageous
for the church. For example, we were
counseled to keep our medical institu-
tions small and to place strong emphasis
on health education as well as on spir-
itual influences for the patients. But
when changing the sanitariums to larger
critical care institutions brought a sud-
den increase in patronage and financial
support, we flattered ourselves that we
had been wiser than the inspired coun-
sels and had made the better choice. But
it may not be long before we will be
required to reflect upon the significance
of this warning:

"If we plan according to our own
ideas the Lord will [eave us to our ow
mistakes." The Desire 0 Ages, 369

The above are a samplmg, but not a
complete list, of the type of reasons that
have always been with us for rejecting
the testimonies or making them of none
effect. They have produced sporadic and
intermittent opposition to the Spirit of
Prophecy. But they are nothing COJll.

pared to the intense and highly organ-
Ized opposItIon thai IS being en-
countered now, growmg out of the at-

to change our theology.
4iiS attempt to change our theology

from Adventism to Calvinism has pro-

duced an opposition to the testimonies
that far surpasses anything that we have
previously experienced, and may well be
an evidence that we are nearing the end
of time. There is an urgency connected
with it that may be born of the realization
that the doctrines of Calvinism and the
Spirit•of Prophecy are so
lhat they cannot long co-exist in tile same
church. One or the other must go

Since we have described the five
major doctrinal changes that are now
being attempted in our church in pre-
vious articles, we will only list them
here. They are:

1. Our historic doctrine that all of his
descendants inherit weakness from
Adam, now being replaced by the Cal-

vinistic doctrine that all of his descen-
dants inherit guilt from Adam.

2. Our historic doctrine that Christ
came to earth in the human nature of
fallen man, now being replaced by the
Calvinistic doctrine that Christ came to
earth in the human nature of the unfallen
Adam.

3. Our historic doctrine of righteous-
ness by faith, now being replaced by the
Calvinistic doctrine of unrighteousness
by presumption.

4. Our historic doctrine of the sanc-
tuary and the investigative jUdgment,
now being replaced by various Calvinis-
tic theories.

5. Qur historic doctrine of 'he Spirit
of Prophecy. now being replaced by
reliance upon human reasoning.
The problem with the Spirit of

Prophecy, as seen by those who are
promoting Calvinism among us, is that it
firmly supports as truth all of the doc-
trines that they wish to dismiss as error.
The testimonies affirm the integritY---Pf
every plank of our platform of truth that
they have marked lor deslruchon.

Not only is this true, but since theo-
logical truths are all closely related to
each other, there are other matters in
which the conflict between the Calvinis-

tic doctrines and the testimonies are
becoming increasingly apparent. When
we compare the Calvinistic doctrine of
unrighteousness by presumption with
the Spirit of Prophecy, we find strong
disagreement in every detail.
The Calvinists say that human nature

is so corrupted that it can never recover
or be restored while this life lasts. God's

Ellen White, testifieS\iiiit
!1thoug human nature has indeed f'!l!:
en; llevertneless, by the grace and power
qt Gou, If can 10 1n1S hie he changed.
subdued, transformed,
Jened. elevated. consecrated. ;esn;;;dfo
itS original purity. rebe["tjfied, ell·
nobled. reCQDstmded from its mips,
brought under the control of Christ,



assimilated with the character of Christ,
urnted wIth dIVIne nature, and to

¢briSj
The Calvinists say that since Chris-

tians cannot stop sinning, we are saved
by justification (forgiveness) only, and
that sanctification is nice but not neces-
sary for salvation. Ellen White responds
that the . ti tion which does not
produce sanctification is ere y proved
!£: be a faISe iustification that can save
nobody.

The Calvinists say that God's forgive-
ness is an objective (forensic) act which
does something for us but does nothing in
us. Ellen White insists that God's forgive-
nes.ru1cludes an impartation of power that
enables us to rise above temptation and
live victoriOUSly See Thoughts From the
Mount ofBlessing. 111.,
..... The Calvinists teach "once-saved,
always saved" (sometimes even while
denying that they teach it); White
ll'arns that this is a false assumption that
provides an equauy taJSe sense of S"9l.-
'fity.
--ni.e Calvinists argue that Christ will
change our characters at His corning.
Ellen White denies this with gteat em-
phasis. We are presently aware Qf 48
separatewarnings that she issued against
this error. Here is a sample;

"When Christ shall come, our vile
bodies are to be changed, and made like
His glorious body' t the vile char er
will not bemade ho en. The tr for-
mation 0 character must take place.
beforeHis corning." Review andHeralti,
vol. 1,543
< We could go on, but perhaps this is
enough to demonstrate why those who
are trying to lead us into the theological
errors of Calvinism in the great Advent-
ist apostasy regard the testimonies of
Ellen White as their greatest obstacle.
This is the reason they are co-operating,
whether wittingly or unwittingly, with
the attempts of Satan to make the tes-
timonies of none effect. It is apparent
that those who believe and value the
counsels that God has given to His
people through His chosen messenger
will never embrace the false doctrines of
Calvinism.
"Satan will work ingeniously, in

different ways and through different
agencies, to unsettle the confidence of
God's remnant people in the true testi-
mony." SelectedMessages, book 1, 48
,.. The reasons for thiS unsettling f
confidence in the testimonies are cl

Let us now consider the methods that are
being used.

The claim that we must choose between
Ellen White and the Bible

No writer among us has ever demon-
strated such a familiarity with the Scrip-
tures as is seen in the writings of Ellen
White. No other writer has used them so
copiously. In a random test we found the
centet page in her five-volume Conflict
of the Ages series. We counted fifty
pages forward and fifty pages backward
from this center page. Qn the one
hundred pages thus selected for exami-,
nation we found 220 quotations from
en ures Ius several other un u
references. he litera y lived with the
Bible. We are not really being asked to
choose between Ellen White and the
Bible. We are being asked to choose
between Ellen White and a talse caivin-
istic interpretation of the Bible.

The claim that Ellen Whire was not a
Theologian

By what standard of measurement is
this conclusion reached? Certainly not
by het output. She wrote 25,000,000
words far su assin even
and r' a . And certainly
not just by her subject matter. Virtually
everything she wrote was either a state-
ment of theological principle or an ethi-
pd application of theological principle;
both approprjate subject matter for tbeo-

In any case, are prophets required to
be theologians? Not according to the
Scriptures. There we find that God chose
men and women from many walks of
life and in different stages of life to be
His special messengets. It is the choos-
ing of God that puts prophets in a class

, hemsell1e£.
We must remember that a theologian

is a man-made product from beginning
to end. Men give theologians their edu-

Men give them their theological
degrees. And men give them the posi-
tions in the univetsities where they teach
and where they write. Not so with
prophets. God chooses each and eVID
Qne of them personally and individually.
His choices have included a outh . e
amue and an e er y a y like Anna, a
farmer like Alrios and a fisherman like'
Peter; apoet like Isaiah and a soldjer like
Moses, and so on. Men are Dot raJ1¢
upon to elect, appoint, approve, or disa!?;

lIlQYl:. They are simply advised to listen
or suffer the conslliluences. We have not
1!stened as we stiQ do and we are \x:gip-
rung to feel the consequences.
•
The claim that Ellen White does not
speak with authority on the subject of
______ (You fill in the blank)

When I was a student at Walla Walla
College, there were certain theologians
in the religion department who were
teaching that a prophet bas alltb9li!Y
only in his or her "own line." It was said
rhat what Ellen White had written about
theology was inspired and authoritative,
but what she had written about healthful
living was not. It was eventually dis-
covered that one of these theologians
owned a hog ranch m the Middle West.

Years later, as a seminary student, I
listened to a professor of theology ex-
plain that Ellen White had no authority
in theology, but rather in ethics. How-
ever, the ethics professor eventually ex-
plained to his students that her writings
should not be used for ethical applica-
tions, but only for petsonal devotions.
Another professor argued that her in-
spiration did not apply to church history.

So around and around the evasion
goes, and where it stops nobody knows..
We find in the Scriptures no suggestion
that any claims are true. The
Creato?'Of the universe sends counsel
where counsel is needed, and His mes-
seQgers must faithfully report what they
have been shown. It is not within the

ofman to set limits or prescribe'-::§:tWh"Man does not tell his
tor 0 at SUbJeCtS He may be er-
rrutted to send messages throu
ro and on w at sub'ects e
should not so presume.

The claim that Ellen White must not
interpret tile Scriprures for us. (It is all
right, however, to let Calvin andLuther
imerpret the Scriptures for us.)

There is a difference between an
interpretation of Scripture (telling us
what a SCripture means but does not
say), and pointing out to us what the
Scriptures actually say, which we should
have recognized but did not. Just as the
pointing out of a constellation in the
heavens does not put the stars in place,
ss> the p?inting out of truth does not
place an mterpretation on the Scriptures.
. It slmill helps us to see what had been
there the while.



Having pone a great deal of research in Ellen
White's writings, we have come to the
considered and mature conclusion that no harm
could possibly come to anyone who took every
word that she ever wrote or spoke as inspired

We must be willing to admit that in
our time this kind of help in under-
standing the Scriptures is greatly
needed. There was a time, in the Middle
Ages, when the church stood between
the Bible and the people, interpreting the
Scriptures for them. The Reformers re-
moved the church from its position be-
tween the Bible and the people and
placed the Holy Spirit in its place. They
were optimistically confident that the
Spirit's guidance would eventually
bring all Christians to a proper and
united understanding of the Word of
God.

But obviously this has not hap-
pened. There are more different inter-
pretations of the SCriptures today than
there were at the time of the Reformers.
Where is the problem? With the Scrip-
tures? No. With the Holy Spirit? No.
With the Yes, no other conclu-
sion is possible. The problem must be
with us.

So God in His infinite love and
mercy sent a special messenger to help
us. By working on the Scriptures? No.
The Scriptures need no improvement.
By working on the Holy Spirit? No. The
Holy Spirit needs no improvement. By
Working with us? Yes. With us there is

o 0 for improvement, much room. We
sadly slow in comprehending what

e Scriptures say, and
... 0 place wrong interpretations on 'What

we read. All of us, the educated and the
uneducated, laymen and. theologians,
stand in need of help because of our
weakened faculties of perception.

God loved us enough to send us this
help. Do we do well to scorn it? Do we
do well to stand upon our dignity and
assume the lofty attitude that if God
wants to communicate with us He
should do it personally and not through a
chosen messenger? God has His reasons
for not sending many messages to us
personally. Not many of us can handle
such a blessing without becoming
dangerously exalted, self-confident, or
even spiritually proud. It is in love and
mercy to us that God uses prophets.

The claim that we must figure out what
portiolls of Ellell White's writillgs are
inspired and what portions are not in-
spired

This is not only forbidden by the
Lord, it is an enormous waste of time
and energy. Having done a great deal of
research in Ellen Wh,ite's writings, we
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have come to the considered and mature
conclusion that no harm could possibly
come to anyone who took every word
•that she ever wrote or spoke as inspired.
(She, of course, makes no such claim.)
But Ellen White was simply not a harm-
ful person, and nothing that she ever
wrote or said could possibly be a danger
to anyone's salvation.

But we would do well to consider
the warnings that have been sent to us
on this subject. It is clear that when God
sends messages to His people through a
chosen messenger, He wants no inter-
ference from any person, and no at-
tempts to control or manipulate those
messages.

"My instructor said to me, 1l;1I these
men that God has not committed to them

the work of measuring, classifying, and
aefiiiirig the character of the teshmo-
meso I nose whO attempt thiS are sure to

hi (hett conclusIOns." Selected Mes-
book 1, 19

'"'From Testimonies, vol. 5, 691, comes
this counsel:

"And now, Brethren, I entreat you
not to interpose between me and the
people, and turn away the light which
God would have come to them. Do not
by your criticisms take out all the force,
all the point and power, from the Tes-
timollies. Do not feel that you can dis-
sect them to suit your own ideas, claim-
ing that God has given you ability to
discern what is light from heaven and
what is the expression of mere human
wisdom. If the Testimollies speak not
according to the Word of God, reject
them. Christ and Belial cannot be united.
For Christ's sake do not confuse the
minds of the people with human sophis-
try and skepticism, and make of none
effect the work that the Lord would do.
Do not, by your lack of spiritual discern-
ment, make of this agency ofGod a rock
of offense whereby many shall be
caused to stumble ana taU, 'and be
snared. and be taken' "

The claim that Ellell White's writillgs
should be used ollly for devotiollal pur-
poses

In view of the warnings that we have
just read, we should recoil immediately
from any attempt by human beings to
assume control of the Spirit ofProphecy,
to tell us how to use it, or to stand
between the prophet and the people. If
her were to be used only ror--
devotionalJwoses why ma sne IIUL (etf
us that? Why did she publish millions of.
wordS with Bible truths? And if
her statements about the truths of the
Bible are not trustworthy, why should
they be used in devotioq;;? .

This argument IS very much like the
position those take who say that Christ

was not the Son of God but was a great
and good man. Christ firmly asserted
that He was the Son ofGod on earth. Do
great and good men suffer from such
delusions, and do they attempt to
deceive us?

The claim that Ellell White comradicls
herself

This is a direct result of the kind of
work dOlle in the book Questiolls 011
Doctrille. Men place an interpretation
on Ellen White's writings, telling us
what the writings mean but do not say.
Then when their intemretalion js fOI!!!fl
toC:be in contradiction with other state-
ments of Ellen Whitc. instead of ijdmit-
ting that their jnterpretatjons are mis-
taken. the.)' propose that she is
dicting herself. The God of truth and
righteousness is not deceived by this
subterfuge, and neither should we be.
The contradictions are the work of her
interpreters, not the work of Ellen
White. That any human being could
write continuously over a period of sixty
years, to the extent of 25,000,000 words,
without reversing opinions or straying
into self-contradiction is itself a miracle.



The claim that we have outgrown the
Spirit ofProphecy and no longer need it

Strange as it may seem, this argu-
ment is hoary with age. It was actually
used while Ellen White was still alive.
At one point she reported that various
church members were saying,
"Elder Smith, Elder Butler, Elder

Canright, ... did not any longer regard
the Testimonies as they once did, but
they consjdered Sister White's work and
.influence was a thing of the past. We had
got beyond the need of the Testimonies'
Concerning this situation Ellen White
said: "This statement is what I meet
everywhere." The Ellen G. White 1888
Materials, 684

On the contrary, the testimony of the
Lord to us is found in Selected Mes-
sages, book 1, 41:

"Time and trial have not made void
the instruction given, but through years
of suffering and self-sacrifice have es-
tablished the truth of the testimony
given. The instruction that was given in
the early days of the message is to 6e
held as safe instruction to follow in these
its closing days."

The claim that the Spirit of Prophecy
was written for a different time

The counsels of God, whether they
are written in the Bible or in the Spirit
of Prophecy, are not written for time.
They are written for conditions. When
the conditions exist. the counsel
It makes no dj fference what time it is,
whether on the clock or on the calendar.
It does sometimes happen that in com-
mon parlance the word "time" is used as
synonym for conditions. Ellen White
occasionally does this. But if this is
going to be used as a device to justify
rejecting her counsels, we will need to
be more precise in our use of words and
in determining the nature of her coun-
sels. We will quickly discover that most
of her counsels deal with matters that are
timeless, eternal principles of truth and
righteousness that can never change.

The claim that such testimonies as her
counsel against the ownership of bicy-
cles in the 1890sproves that her writings
are out ofdate

This is surely shallow and im-
poverished thinking. IfEllen White were
alive today, and if the purchase and
maintenance of a bicycle required the

same portion of an average yearly wage
that it did in the 1890., we may feel sure
that she would give the same counsel to
us that she gave to that generation. The
disparity between the practical bed
and the c1ffiense would be her reasoD,
and it woul still be valid.

The claim that Ellen White was as pla-
giarist

Let us begin by noting that the per-
son who launched this accusation
against Ellen White once spent an entire
hour in the office of the president of his
Union Conference, carefully setting
forth all of the reasons why he should be
placed in thc presidency of a local Con-
ference in that union. (The union presi-
dent told me this himself.) We are re-
minded of pn carlier disappointed office-
seeker whb took revenge by attacking
Ellen White-Eldcr D. M. Canright.

This accusation has both an ethical
or moral dimension as well as a legal
dimension. ..In regard to ethics and
morality we would inquire. How does
God feel about truth being copied?

We may find the answer by listening
to the opinion of the New 'Thstament
specialists that 95 percent of the book of
Mark has been COPlca IIlto Matthew and
LUke; by comparing the book of Jude
.wIth 2 Peter chap,er two" and by compar-
iug Kings with Chronicles We may also
observe thai the use of the Hebrew word
"toledoth" in the book of Genesis, where
it is translated ':£eneratjoI1S/' indicates
that Moses had certain written materials
before him as he wrote. See Genesis 2:4,
5:1,6:9,10:1,11:10,11:27, et cetera

Apparently God, who is the author
and owner of all truth, does not subscribe
to the idea thai when one human being has
stated a truth he thereafter owns it, and no
other human being can state the same
truth unless he gives due credit to the first
or finds some other way to say it.

As for the laws of man, like all
man-made laws, they are changeable..ll-
has been proved that Ellen White wrote
in harmony with the laws and literary
customs of her time. We need to remem-
ber that the laws ofmen are not intended
to protect a writer's ideas, but rather his
pocketbook. The matter is not settled by
the giving of credit. If you write a book
ill which you quote anolher writer so
freely that people start buying your book
instead of his, you can be sued, even
though you gave full credit for every
quotation. Since Ellen White published

recommendations that the Adventist
people buy certain books from which
she quoted, she can hardly be charged
with hurting anyone's pocketbook.

Finally, the inspiration that God
gives to His prophets involves supervi-
sion as wen as revelation. The thjngs
.s..mitted from their writings provide as
much eVidence of the Spirit's guidance
as what they put 10. How didMoses,
who was trained in the 'knowledge of the
Egyptians, know to leave out of his
health laws all of Egypt's preposterously
superstitious ideas? And how did Ellen
White leave out of her health principles
all of the foolishness and medical ig-
norance of her time? This is the question
asked by Dr. Clive McCay, former pro-
fessor of nutrition of Cornell University.

"Her basic conccpts about the rela-
tion between diet and health have been
verified to an unusual degree by-sl'ien-
tinc advances of the past decades
-Someone may attempt to explain this
remarkable ract by saying: 'Mrs. White
simply borrowed her ideas from others.'
But how would she know which ideas to
borrow and which to reject Q,,1 of ih'L
•nineteenth century? She would have had
to be a most amazlOg person, with
knowledge beyond her times, in ordcr to
do thjs SJlccessfnUyJ" Clive McCay,
Ph.D., A Nutrition Authority Discusses
Mrs. E.q. White. Reprint of three arti-
cles appearing in the Review and Her-
ald, February 12, 19,26, 1959.

Tlte claim that all unauthorized compi-
lations from Ellen White's writings
should be thrown illto the (computer?)
trash can

This leaves US to wonder. Who pro-
vides the authorization? And why are
compilations so threatening? We have
not yet heard of anyone complainin(
about compilations from the writings of
Ca[vlll or Luther. Compilations of
various kinds are part of our life ex-
perience and can save us a great deal of
time and energy. The statement about the
human nature of Christ m uestions on
octnne is a very large compUation of
quotations from Ellen White, grievously
misused. We have not yet heard of any
Calvinist complaining about it, nor yet of
consigning it to the trash can.

We would suggest that if a person
has even a basic working knowledge of
the Spirit of Prophecy, that person will
have no difficulty with compilations. A

Continued on 31
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Be Ye Therefore Perfect

Oh, that deep realiza-
lion of the importance of
these things may come to
the people of God! Oh, that
all departure from the nar-
row path of obedience and
holiness may be seen as it
is! Oh, that men andwomen
may seek the Lord as they
have never done before!

There are those profess-
ing to be children of God
whose course of action the
Lord does not juslify. Faith-
ful work is to be done in
giving reproof, as well as in
giving encouragement. The
cross is not to be shunned.
No unchristianlike course
of action is to be justified.

Will the people of God
now humble their hearts
before Him, confessing and
forsaking their sins, that
they may receive the for-
giveness and favor of God,
and be brought into
complete harmony with
Him? It is not because of a
lack of evidence that human
beings perish, but because
of their unwillingness to use
the means whereby God de-
signs they shall learn His
will.

A season of great trial is before us. It
becomes us now to use all our capabili-
ties in advancing the work of God. The
powers that the Lord has given us are to
be used to build up, not to tear down.

Those who are ignorantly deceived
are not to remain in this condition. The
Lord says to His messengers, Go to
them, and declare unto them what I have
said, whether they will hear, or whether
they will forbear. "0 son of man, I have
set thee a watchman unto the house of
Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word
at My mouth, and warn them from Me.
When I say unto the wicked, 0 wicked
man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost
not speak to warn the wicked from his
way, that wicked man shall die in his
iniquity; but his blood will I require at
thine hand." Ezekiel 33:7-8

Let us never relax our efforts to save
those ready to perish, for whose ransom
the Prince of heaven offered His pre-
cious life. When one means fails, try
another way. So long as life is spared, let
us work for God. The time is right upon
us when persecution will come to those
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THE Lord estimates as of supreme
importance the holiness of His

people; and He permits reverses to come
upon individuals, upon families, and upon
churches, that His people may see their
danger, and humble their hearts before
Him in repentance. He chastens His child-
ren in the hope of saving their souls.
Those who return to Him, He receives
with tenderness and love. He speaks par-
don to them, and clothes them with the
garments of Christ's righteousness.

In this, the great day of atonement, it
is our duty to confess our sins, and
acknowledge God's mercy and love in
pardoning our transgressions. Let us
thank Him for the warnings He has
given to save us from our perverse ways.
Let us bear witness to His goodness by
revealing a change in our lives. If those
to whom the Lord has sent reproof,
warning them that they are not Walking
in His way, will repent, and with humil-
ity and contrition make confession, the
Lord will surely receive them once more
into favor. If they will honor God by
obeying His commandments, they will

be exalted by Him. He will give them
strength and victory.

The defections among God's people
are keenly felt by Him who died to
ransom them from Satan's power. The
church is burdened and saddened. A
cloud hangs over her. Let every soul
seek God, inqUiring, Lord, is it I who
have brought this discouragement upon
Thy people? Is it because of my perver-
sity that Zion is burdened? Have I given
occasion for our enemies to triumph? If
so, Lord, have mercy upon Thy sinful
child, and save me for Thy mercy's
sake.

Let there be a close examination of
self. Do not seek to hide yourselves
under your citizen's dress, saying that
you are doing as others do, and therefore
you cannot be far out of the way. Yes;
you may do as others have done. But is
the experience of those who have left the
Lord something that you wish to gain?
And if, with their experience before you,
you walk contrary to the way of the
Lord, and are punished, whom have you
to blame but yourselves?

Ellen G. White
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who proclaim the truth. In all ages,
God's appointed messengers have ex-
posed themselves to reproach and per-
secution for the truth's sake. But
whatever trial or reproach may come
upon us, we may know that Christ will
be with us, to strengthen and bless us,
filling our hearts with peace andjoy.

Soon there is to be trouble all over the
world. It becomes every one to seek to
know God. We have no time to delay.
With earnestness and fervor the message
must be given: "Ho, every one that thir-
steth, come ye to the waters, and he that
hath no money: come ye, ... buywine and
milk without money and without price."
Isaiah 55:1. "Thus saith the LoRD, Keep
ye judgment, and do justice: for My
salvation is near to come, and My right-
eousness to be revealed. Blessed is the
man that doeth this, and the son of man
that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the
Sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his
hand from doing any evil. Neither let the
son of the stranger, that hath joined him-
self to the LoRD, speak, saying, The LoRD
hath utterly separated me from His
people; neither let the eunuch say, Be-
hold, I am a dry tree. For thus saith the
LoRD unto the eunuchs that keep my
Sabbaths, and choose the things that
please me, and take hold of My covenant;
even unto them will I give in Mine house
and within My waIls a place and a name

better than of sons and daughters: I will
give them an everlasting name, that shall
not be cut off." Isaiah 56:1-5

God's love for His church is infinite.
His care over His heritage is unceasing.
He suffers no afruction to come upon the
church but such as is essential for her
purification, her present and eternal good.
He will purify the church even as He
purified the temple at the beginning and
the close ofHis ministry on earth. All that
He brings upon the church in trial comes
that His peoplemay gain deeper piety and
more strength to carry the triumphs of the
cross to all parts of the world. He has a
work for all to do. There must be constant
enlargement and progress. The workmust
extend from city to city, from country to
country, and from nation to nation,
moving constantly onward and upward,
established, strengthened, and setUed.

"By their fruits ye shall know them."
The inward adorning of a meek and quiet
spirit is priceless. In the righteousness of
the members shall the church be estab-
lished. God's people arc to show a faith
steadfast and immovable. The Bible is
their siandard. In all its power the truth is
to be proclaimed. Those who faithfully do
this work, keeping the commandments of
God in deed and in truth, will be acknowl-
edged as laborers together with God.

"The work of righteousness shall be
peace; and the effeet of righteousness

quietness and assurance forever." Isaiah
32:17. From the beginning to the end of
the history of the church, Christ will be to
His pcople all that these words express, if
they will heed the invitation to come to
Him. He is to His people life and
strength, efficiency and power, wisdom
and holiness. When we realize this as we
should, we shall be strong in His strength.
"The LoRD is exalted; for He dwelleth on
high: He hath filled Zion with judgment
and righteousness. And wisdom and
knowledge shall be the stability of thy
times, and strength of salvation.... The
sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness
hath surprised the hyprocrites. Who
among us shall dwell with the devouring
fire? Who among us shall dwell with
everlasting burnings? He that waIketh
righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he
that despiseth the gain of oppressions,
that shaketh his hands from holding of
bribes, that stoppeth his cars from hear-
ing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from
seeing evil; he shall dwell on high: his
place of defense shall be the munitions of
rocks: bread shall be given him; his
waters shall be sure. Thine eyes shall see
the King in His beauty: they shall behold
the land that is very far off." Isaiah
33:5-{), 14-17 0

Review and Herald, vol. 4, 557-558
(September 24, 1903)

LifeAbundantMissionaryInstitute
40416 123rd Ave. Ct. East . Eatonville, WA 98328 . (206) 832-6602

Home Health Instructor Program
August 5 - December 4, 1991

Our new four-month gospel medical-
missionary program offers a brief, yet compre-
hensive, training in literature evangelism, Bible
work, and health ministry. We are told that these
three should never be separated and that all of
God's people are to have a part in them. That
includes each one of us. Are you ready?
Learn how to do literature evangelism, give

Bible studies, and lead a soul to Christ. Learn the
causes and treatment of disease and how to care
for the sick using the natural remedies based on
the eight laws of health, such as hydrotherapy,
massage, and nutrition. Learn the principles of

successfuL soul-Winning, health evangelism
programs and cooking schools.
If you recognize the Lord's call to this kind of

training and ministry, this program is designed
for you. Start planning now to attend our ses-
sion this fall.
For more information, call or write. But do so

soon. Time is running out in our world, and
there is still much to be done.
If you cannot take this much time away from

family or work, please note our 3-day seminars
scheduled for July 22-24. They are listed in the
Bulletin Board on page 24.

April 1991 Ottr Firm FOUI/datioll 19



I N 1888 the Lord of Selected Messages,
the vineyard prof- book 1, 234-235

fered to His people The power of the
His final new wine. Holy Spirit in the lat-
Through E. J. Wag- ter rain was rejected.
goner and A. T Jones l: The loud cry did not
He offered to His take place, and God's
people the message [ pcople are still here.
of righteousness by We say that we
faith. His people believe in righteous-
were offered a true ness by faith and we
understanding of the : celebrate 100 years of
final message (new knowing about right-
wine) that was to go eousness by faith. But
to the whole world. we are still here. We
"The end is near. iC believe it, but we

We have not a mo- haven't experienced
ment to lose. Light is it. Righteousness is
to shine forth from \ rightdoing as defined
God's people in \ in the Scriptures and
clear, distinct rays, ,inthe Spirit of Proph-
bringing Jesus before ecy. We have desired
the churches and of the
before the world. God Holy Place ministry
will give additional light, and '-=========:::::'- "-""_.:::::=::::::/ without the transformation of
old truths will be recovered andOld B I the sanctification of the Most Holy
replaced in the framework of truth; ott es, Place ministry. We have desired to
and wherever the laborers go they be counted righteous but we have
will triumph. As Christ's ambassa- not been willing to be made right-
dors, they are to search the Scrip- New WI-ne eous. We have rejoiced with a
tures to seek for the truths that have knowledge of the gospel but we
been hidden beneath the rubbish of have spurned the power thercof.
error, and every ray of light re- "There is a lack of moral and
ceived is to be conununicated to D 2 spiritual power throughout our Con-
others. One interest will prevail, one r art ferences .... The members do not give
subject will swallow up all others, Christ evidence that they are branches of the
our Righteousness." Paulson Collection, the light of the angel whose glory shall 1hJe Vine, by bearing much fruit to the
342 fill the whole earth." Review and Her- glory of God, but appear to be withering

"Several have written to me, inquir- aId, vol. 2, 615 away. Their Redeemer has withdrawn
ing if the [1888] message of justifica- But the new wine was not accepted. His light, the inspiration of His Holy
tion by faith is the third angel's message, "Our older brethren ... do not accept Spirit, from their assemblies.... There
and I have answered, 'It is the third the message, but treat it as though it has been a separation of the soul from
angel'S message in verity.' The prophet were of no consequence." Review and God; many have cut off the comrnunica-
declares, 'And after these things I saw Herald, vol. 2, 377 tion between Him and the soul by refus-
another angel come down from heaven, "At Minneapolis ... Satan succeeded ing His messengers and His message.
having great power; and the earth was in shutting away from our people, in a great "In our largest churches the greatest
lightened with his glory.' " Review and measure, the special power of the Holy evils exist, because these have had the
Herald, vol. 2,381 Spirit that God longed to impart to them. greatest light. They have not a true

That message was to have begun the The enemy prevented them from obtaining knowledge of God, and of Jesus Christ
loud cry of the angel of Revelation 18 to that efficiencywhichmight havebeen theirs whom He has sent. The leaven of un-
lighten the whole world. in carrying the truth to the world, as the belief is working, and unless these evils

"The time of test is just upon us, for apostles proclaimed it aller the day of which bring the displeasure of God are
the loud cry of the third angel has al- Pentecost. The light that is to lighten the corrected in its members, the whole
ready begun in the revelation of the whole earth with its glory was resisted, and church stands accountable for them. The
righteousness of Christ, the sin-pardon- by the action of our own brethrcn has been deep movings of the Spirit of God are not
ing Redeemer. This is the beginning of in a great degree kept away from theworld." with them; the glorious presence of the
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We have spurned obedience to the early rain,
transforming ministry of the Holy Spirit as
revealed in the Word and in the Testimonies,
and thus we have been unfitted to receive the
promised ministry of the latter rain

King of saints, and His power to cleanse
from all moral defilement, are not
manifest among them. Many come to the
assembly as worshipers, like the door
upon its hinges. They understand not the
true application of the Scriptures, nor the
power of God. They have eyes, but they
see not; ears have they, but they hear not;
they continue in their evil ways, yet
regard themselves as the privileged, obe-
dicnt people who are doers of the Word.
A carnal security and ease in Zion pre-
vail. Peace, peace, is sounded in her
borders, when God has not spoken peace.
They have forfeited the terms of peace;
there is reason for an alarm to be sounded
in all 'My holy mountain.' The sinners in
Zion should be afraid; in a time when
they do not expect it, sudden destruction
will surely come upon all who are at
ease." Review andHerald, vol. 2,453
"Those who profess to receive the

truth, and yet who are unchanged in
character, make it manifest that they
have received but a theory of the truth,
and do not know what is the vital in-
t1uence of its operations. Practical godli-
ness leads its possessor to keep the
commandments of God." Signs of the
Times, vol. 3, 333

"Only those who live the life of
Christ are His co-workers. If one sin is
chcrished in the soul, or one wrong
practice retained in the life, the whole
being is contaminated. The man be-
comes an instrument of unrighteous-
ness." The Desire ofAges, 313

We have spurned obedience to the
early rain, transforming ministry of the
Holy Spirit as revealed in the Word and
in the Thstimonies, and thus we have
been unfitted to receive the promised
ministry of the latter rain. We have
delayed the latter rain because of our
disobedience to the early rain.

"The righteousness of Christ is not a
cloak to cover unconfessed and unfor-
saken sin; it is a principal of life that
transforms the character and controls the
conduct. Holiness is wholeness for God;
it is the entire surrender of heart and life
to the indwelling of the principles of
heaven." Ibid., 555-556

"Christ has given His Spirit as a
divine power to overcome all hereditary
and cultivated tendencies to evil, and to
impress His own character upon His
church." Ibid., 671

"We may have to remain here in this
world because of insubordination many
more years, as did the children of
Israel." Evangelism, 6%

We must not wait for the power and
guidance of the latter rain. We must be
treasuring the power and guidance of the
Holy Spirit in the early rain.

"We must not wait for the latter rain.
It is coming upon all who will recognize
and appropriate the dew and showers of
grace that fall upon us. When we gather
up the fragments of light, when we appre-
ciate the sure mercies of God, who loves
to have us trust Him, then every promise
will be fulfilled." The Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7,984

Our vessels must be purified (by the
early rain) before we can receive the
latter rain.

"The third angel's message is swell-
ing into a loud cry, and you must not feel
at liberty to neglect the present duty, and
still entertain the idea that at some future
time you will be the recipients of great
blessing, when without any effort on your
part a wonderful revival will take place..
.. Thday you are to have your vessel
purified, that it may be ready for the
heavenly dew, ready for the showers of
the latter rain; for the latter rain will
come, and the blessing of God will fill
every soul that is purified from every
defilement. It is our work today to yield
our souls to Christ, that we may be fitted
for the time of refreshing from the pre-
sence of the Lord-fitted for the baptism
of the Holy Spirit." Evangelism, 701-702

Those who are not worked by the
Holy Spirit in the early rain will not
receive, nor recognize the latter rain.
They will be replaced by vessels of
God's own choosing.

"There are poor, honest, humble souls
whom the Lord will put in your place,
who have never had the opportunities you
have had, and who could not have them
because you were not worked by the Holy
Spirit. Wemay be sure that when the Holy
Spirit is poured out, those who did not
receive and appreciate the early rain will
not see or understand the value of the
latter rain." Testimonies to Minislers, 399

"Under the showers of the latter rain
the inventions of man, the human
machinery, will at times be swept away,
the boundary of man's authority will be
as broken reeds, and the Holy Spirit will
speak through the liVing, human agent
with convincing power. No one then will
watch to see if the sentences 3TC well
rounded off, if the grammar is faultless.
The living water will flow in God's own
channels." Paulson Collection, 102

Those old bottles that receive not
and perceive not the latter rain will rise
up against it.

"There is to be in the churches a
wonderful manifestation of the power of
God, but it will not move upon those who
have not humbled themselves before the
Lord, and opened the door of the heart by
confession and repentance. In the
manifestation of that power which light-
ens the earth with the glory of God, they
will see only something which in their
blindness they think dangerous, some-
thing which will arouse their fears, and
they will brace themselves to resist it.
Because the Lord does not work accord-
ing to their ideas and expectations, they
will oppose the work. 'Why,' they say,
'should not we know the Spirit of God,
when we have been in the work so many
years?'-Because they did not respond
to the warnings, the entreaties of the
messages of God, but persistently said, 'I

am rich, and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing.' Thlent, long ex-
perience, will not make men channels of
light, unless they place themselves under
the bright beams ofthe Sun ofRighteous-
ness, and are called, and chosen, and
prepared by the endowment of the Holy
Spirit." Review andHerald, vol. 2, 454

Even if they repent and are saved at
last, it will be with eternal loss.

"God will send by whom He will; His
message will not return unto Him void,
but will accomplish that whereunto it is
sent. And if they refuse the message, the
men whom God designed should hold the
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All who venture to have their own way, who
do not join the angels who are sent from
heaven with a message to fill the whole earth
with its glory will be passed by

same relation to the younger workers as
did Moses to Joshua, will fail ofdoing the
work the Lord designed they should do.
They will be a hindrance in the place of a
blessing. The work will go forward; but
these brethren, who might have received
the richest blessings, will meet with eler-
nal loss, for though they should repent
and be saved at last, they can never regain
that which tbey have lost through their
wrong course ofaction. They might have
beenGod's instruments to carry the work
forward with power; but their influence
was exerted to counteract the Lord's
message, to make the work appear
questionable. Every jot and tittle of this
will have to be repented of." The Ellen G.
Whire 1888Materials, 1128
The old bottles become the worst

enemies of truth and the true bottles.
"As the storm approaches, a large

class who have professed faith in the
third angel's message, but have not been
sanctified through obedience to tbe
truth, abandon their position and join the
ranks of the opposition. By uniting witb
the world and partaking of its spirit, they
have come to view matters in nearly the
same light; and when the test is brought,
they are prepared to choose the easy,
popular side. Men of talent and pleasing
address, who once rejoiced in the truth,
employ their powers to deceive and
mislead souls. They become the most
bitter enemies of their former brethren.
When Sabbathkeepers are brought
before the courts to answer for their
faith, these apostates are the most effi-
cient agents of Satan to misrepresent and
accuse them, and by false reports and
insinuations to stir up the rulers against
them." The Great Controversy, 608

Those who remain disobedient by
following their own way will be passed
by and will have no part in the triumph
of the gospel.

nAll who venture to have their own
way, who do not join the angels who are
sent from heaven with a message to fill
the whole earth with its glory will be
passed by. The work will go forward to
victory without them, and they will have
no part in its triumph." Review and
Herald, vol. 2, 454

"The Lord reads the heart as an open
book. The men who are not connected
with God have done many things after
the imagination of their own evil hearts.
The Lord declares concerning them,
'They have turned unto Me the back,
and not the face: though I taught them,
rising up early and teaching them, yet
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they have not hearkened to receive in-
struction.' Jeremiah 32:33. We are amid
the perils of the last days, the time will
soon come when the prophecy of
Ezekiel 9 will be fulfilled; that prophecy
should be carefully studied, for it will be
fulfilled to the very letter." The Ellen G.
White 1888Materials, 1303
Those who are not sanctified will be

purged out.
"I saw that some ... do not partake

of the spirit of the lovely Jesus; they
have not vital godliness, and unless they
soon partake of the spirit of Jesus and
have their hearts sanctified by the truth
they profess to believe, they will be
purged out of the camp of Israel." Man-
uscript Release 1302, 1

UMany, I saw, were flattering them-
selves that they were good Christians, wbo
have not a single ray of light from Jesus.
They know not what it is to be renewed by
the grace of God. They have no living
experience for themselves in the things of
God. And I saw that the Lord was whet-
ting His sword in heaven to cut them
down. Oh, that every lukewarm professor
could realize the clean work that God is
about to make among His professed
people!" Testimonies, vol. 1, 190

Those who are content with a Holy
Place experience of justification without
the Most Holy Place experience of
sanctification will have their prayers for
the Holy Spirit answercd instead by
Satan with his spirit.
"He [Jesus] stepped into the chariot

and was borne to the holiest, where the
Father sat. There I beheld Jesus, a great
High Priest, standing before the Father.
On the hem of His garment was a bell
and a pomegranate, a bell and a pome-
granate. Those who rose up with Jesus
would send up their faith to Him in the
holiest, and pray, 'My Father, give us
Thy Spirit.' Then Jesus would breathe
upon them the Holy Ghost. ...

"I turned to look at the company who
were still bowed before the throne; they

did not know that Jesus had left it. Satan
appeared to be by the throne, trying to
carry on the work of God. I saw them
look up to the throne, and pray, 'Father,
give US Thy Spirit.' Satan would then
breathe upon them an unholy influence;
in it there was light and much power, but
no sweet love, joy, and peace." Early
Writings, 55-56

During the time of Jacob's trouble
the unrepentant, old bottles, will recog-
nize with despair their lost condition.
"This was the time of Jacob's

trouble. Then all the saints cried out with
anguish of spirit, and were delivered by
the voice of God. The 144,000 tri-
umphed. Their faces were lighted up
with the glory ofGod. Then I was shown

a company who were howling in agony.
On their garments was written in large
characters, 'Thou art weighed in the
balance, and found wanting.' I asked
who this company were. The angel said,
'These are they who have once kept the
Sabbath and have given it up.' "Ibid., 37

"If those who have had great light
have not corresponding faith and obe-
dience they soon become leavened with
the prevailing apostasy; another spirit
controls them. While they have been
exalted to heaven in point of opportuni-
ties and privileges, they are in a worse
condition than the most zealous advo-
cates of error." The Ellen G. White 1888
Materials, 1016

The dry, brittle bottles, unsuitable
for the new wine will make up the
synagogue of Satan that will worship at
the feet of the saints following their
deliverance by the voice of God.

"You think that those who worship
before the saints' feet (Revelation 3:9),
will at last be saved. Here I must differ
with you; for God shew me that this
class were professed Adventists, who
had fallen away, and 'crucified to them-
selves the Son of God afresh, and put
Him to an open shame.' And in the' hour
of temptation,' which is yet to come, to



show out everyone's true character,
they will know that they are forever lost;
and overwhelmed with anguish of spirit,
they will bow at the saints' feet."A Word
10 Ihe Little Flock, 12

Many with great light will be indeci-
sive in the crisis ahead. Others who have
had lesser light will respond to the in-
creasing light of the Holy Spirit.

"There are many who have been pre-
paring themselves for moral inefficiency
in the great crisis. They are wavering and
undecided. Others who have not had so
great light, who have nevel identified
themselves with the truth, will, under the
influence ofthe Spirit, respond to the light
when it shines upon them....

"Amid the confusion of delusive
doclrines the Spirit of God will be a
guide and a shield to those who have not
resisted the evidences of truth." The
Ellell G. While 1888Malerials, 1016
"But there are men who will receive

the truth, and these will take the places
made vacant by those who become of-
fended and leave the truth....

"Men of true Christian principle will
take their place, and will become faithful,
trustworthy householders, to advocate the
Word ofGod in its true bearings, and in its
simplicity. The Lord will work so that the
disaffected ones will be separated from
the true and loyal ones.... The ranks will
not be diminished. Those who are firm
and true will close up the vacancies that
are made by those who become offended
and apostatize."Marallalha, 200

The Lord will find new vessels both
large and small.

"God always has men of His ap-
pointment to step inlo the places where
work needs to be done, men with whom
and by whom He can work.... The
Lord makes use of vessels both large and
small." Paulsoll Colleclioll, 12

He will take humble men who feel
the need of guidance and instruction.

"Christ will take humble men, and
reveal to them the greal and precious
truths for these last days; these He will
use in carrying to completion His work
in the earth." Ibid., 72

The Lord as of old will of necessity
need to resort to the common people for
Dew vessels.
"We are made sad as we see in many

places so much left undone that should be
done. But the Lord will use in the accom-
plishment of His work means that we do
not now see. He will raise up from among
the common people, men and women to
do His work, even as of old He called

fishermen to be His disciples. There will
soon be an awakening that will surprise
many. Those who do not realize the
necessity of what is to be done, will be
passed by, and the heavenly messengers
will work with those who are called the
common people, filling them to carry the
truth to many places. Now is the time for
us to awake and do what we can." Loma
Linda Messages, 83

Th receive the new wine man must be
emptied of self-self-pride, self-wisdom,
self-guidance, and self-righteousness.
Rather than looking to self or other men
they must behold and obey Christ and be
transformed into His likeness. Old bottles
can be transformed into new bottles.

"Man must be emptied of self before
he can be in the fullest sense a believer in
Jesus; and when self is subdued, then the
Lord can make of man a new creature.
New bottles can contain new wine. 1hIth
will be received into the heart, the char-
acler will be transformed into the like-
ness of Christ; the Son of God will be
revealed to the world by His followers, as
the Father was revealed to the world by
the Son." Siglls of the Times, vol. 2,449

"He who drinks from the water of the
fountain of life, will be filled with the new
wine of the kingdom. Faith in Christ will
be the means whereby the right spirit and
motive will actuate the believer, and all
goodness and heavenly mindedness will
proceed from Him who looks unto Jesus,
the Author and Finisher of his faith. Look
up to God, look not to men.... By be-
holding Christ, you will become changed,
until you will hate your former pride, your
former vanity and self-esteem, your self-
righteousness and unbelief. You will cast
these sins aside as a worthless burden, and
walk humbly, meekly, trustfully, before
God. You will practice love, patience,
gentleness, goodness, mercy, and every
grace that dwells in the child ofGod, and
will at last find a place among the
sanctified and holy." Review alldHerald,
vol. 3, 132

Let us not put the rules and direc-
tions of man before those of God as did
the Pharisees of old.

"Let it not be with us who are living
in the last days as it was with the
Pharisees. Let it not be said of us, as it
was of them, that new wine cannot be
put into old bottles. Let not those who
have been long in the truth, who have
been made the depositaries of the law of
God, exall the ideas and opinions ofmen
above the advancing truth of heaven, lest
they be left as old, withered bottles,

whose place will be filled by new bottles
which the Lord shall select for the new
wine. We must be in a position where we
shall ever have an appetite for the fresh
manna, for the new wine of heaven.

"Let all beware lest they imitate the
example of the Jews, and, fearing they
must give up some cherished idea, or
discard some idol of opinion, refuse the
truth which cometh down from the Father
of lights. It was adherence to tradition that
proved the ruin ofthe Jews, and will prove
the ruin ofmany, many souls in every age.
Let us fear to become satisfied with that
which we already have acquired, but ever
advance with the light, that Jesus may not
have to cast us aside as worthless bollles,
when He would present to us new truth."
Siglls of the Times, vol. 2, 513

When men falter others must close
ranks and work to counteract their false
work.
"When the men, who have known and

taught the truth, turn aside to human
understanding, and mete out to deceived
minds their own dish of fables, it is high
time for those who have once been la-
borers in evangelistic work, but who have
been drawn away into the management of
restaurants, food stores, and other com-
mercial lines of work, to come into line,
study their Bibles diligently, and with the
Word of God in hand, dispense the Bible
truth, the spiritual food, in co-operation
with the heavenly angels. This work now
calls loudly for workmen of divine ap-
pointment." Paulsoll Colleclioll, 74

In this late hour we must tread care-
fully lest others receive the stars of our
crowns.

"Said the angel, 'Jesus has nearly
finished His work in the sanctuary. It is
no time to be stupid now. A quick work
will the Lord do upon the earth. The four
angels will soon let go the four winds.'
Said the angel, 'Beware how thou
treadest. ...Will ye sink and let others
take the stars of your crown?' " Manu-
script Release 1302, 2-3

Since 1888 the Lord of the vineyard
has been searching for a generation of
bottles suitable for the new wine of the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the latter
rain. "The message, the last message of
warning and mercy, has been retarded in
doing its work by the ... unfitness of
man to do a work that needs to be done.
The angel that is to lighten the earth with
His glory has waited for human instru-
mentalities through whom the light of
heaven could shine." Manuscript Re-
lease 1165, 6
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Because of a failure to accept Ihe
lesser manifestalions of lhe Spirit, His
success has been long delayed. This is a
crisis hour. We are living on fragile,
borrowed lime.

"We are pressing on 10 Ihe final con-
flict, and this is no time to compromise. It
is no time to hide your colors. When Ihe
battlc wages sore, let no one tum traitor. It
is no time to lay down or conceal our
weapons.... II is no time for watchmen
to slumber on Ihe walls of Zion.... It is
no time now to relax ow efforts, to

Annual Camp Meetings
With longer days and warmcr

tcmperatures, Adventists start thinking
about camp meeting. We at Hope Intcr-
national will be hOSling our seventh
annual camp meeting at Eatonville lhis
summer. Other camp meetings are being
arranged across the country, two of
which are listed below. Watch for morc
details in upcoming issucs of Our Firm
Foundation and newsletters.

Hot Springs, AR

Hot Springs, Arkansas will be host-
ing our first camp meeting of the season,
May 9-12. Meetings start Thursday at
2:30 P.M. Speakers will include Ron
Spcar, Ralph Larson, Colin Standish,
John Grosboll, and Raymond DeCarlo.
The meetings will be held at Ihe Lake
Hamilton Bible Camp & Conference
Ground, 9 miles south from the center of
Hot Springs on Highway 7 South.
For information on accommodations

and directions, call (501) 342-5645.

Londenville,OH

Loudenville (between Mounl
Vernon and Ashland, Ohio), will host a
camp meeting Jnne 6-9, beginning
Thursday noon. Names of speakers are
not finalized al the time of this prinling.

For more information call (614) 393-
1125

Eatonville, WA

The dates for the camp meeting at
onr headquarters are sel for Jnly 17-21.
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become tame and spiritless; no lime 10
hide our light under a bushel, to speak
smooth things, to prophesy deceit. ... On
the very eve of the crisis, it is no lime to be
found with an evil heart of unbelief,
departing from the living God." Review
andHerald, vol. 2, 619

It is no time for despair either, for if
God's people will renounce self and
through day-by-day submission 10 the
Spiril's working in the early rain, they
will be Iransformed into new bottles. We
are promised Ihat Christ will fill the new

Bulletin Board
Reservations and Accommoda-

tions: If you plan to attend the Eaton-
ville camp meeting, and wish to stay on
our grounds, you are more than wel-
come. We ask that you write or call to
make a reservation. We do nol expect a
shortage of room, bnt we need to have
lhis information in order to make the
best use of our facilities. Water and
restrooms will be available at several
locations on the grounds. There will be
limited shower facilities, but hookups
for water, sewer, and electricity are not
available. Please plan on a real camp
meeting.

As usnal, there will be no charge for
staying on our campus, but we cannot
provide either lodging or food cxcept in
very unusual circumstances. Please do
not take it for granled that we will be
able to provide special services for those
who need them.

Inslead, please call and let us know
what your needs arc. We will do OUI best
to accommodate all who desire to attend,
but, unfortunately, there are limits to
what our slaff can undertake during the
hustle and bustlc of camp meeting.
If yon do not plan to stay on our

grounds, you need not make a reserva-
tion with us. You should, however, make
reservations ahead of lime al Ihe hotel or
motel of your choice. The following
may be of some assistance:

Motel miles north of
Hope International. Call (206) 845-8825.

No.1hwest Motor Inn-25 miles
north of Hope International. Call (206)
841-2600.

Eagle's Nest Motel-lO miles south
of Hope Intcrnational. Call (206) 569-
2533.

bottles with the Holy Spirit in its grealest
measure.

"When self is renounced, then the
Lord can make man a new creature. New
bottles can contain the new wine." The
Desire ofAges, 280

"If through the grace of Christ His
people will become new bollles, He will
fill them with the new wine." Review
and Herald, vol. 2,454
If someone, why not me?
May thaI be Ihe desire and ex-

perience of each one of us. 0

Tanwax Lake Resort-6 miles
norlh of Hope International. Call (206)
879-5533.
La Grande Hotel and RV Park-

10 miles south of Hope International.
Call (206) 832-6643.

'Iraining Seminars
Three different threc-day seminars

are scheduled for Ihose who can come to
Ihe Eatonville camp meeting.
July 22--24: Those looking for a

full- or part-time outreach which they
can use in Iheir work for Ihe Lord should
consider attending the Colportenr
Training Seminar. Taughl by John
Martin, this session deals with both Ihc
inexpensive paperback books and Ihe
more durable hard-bound volumes. In-
cludes theory and practice.

Parents of school-agc children will
be interested in the Home Schooling
Seminar taught by Gwen Hawkins of
Country Gardens School. For more in-
formation: (509) 525-8143

Everyone with a body to care for has
reason 10 be interested in the Hy-
drotherapy, NatnraI Remedies, and
Nntrition Seminar. Combining class-
work and Iheory with actual experience
in giving hydrotherapy Ireatments, lhis
seminar is intended to be very practical
for the average person. Tnition, for Ihis
seminar only, is $15 per person.

Each of these seminars is designed
for people who cannot take a great deal
of time off from work or family. Those
who have Ihe opportunity for more
Ihorough instruction may wish to con-
sider Ihe four-month course offered by
Life Abundant Missionary Inslitute.



AnAddress in Regard to the
.Sunday MoveInent

Dear Brethren and Sisters: to do; for the honor of His law and the outposts, watehing as vigilant soldiers,

I have been mueh burdened in regard religious liberty of the people are at lest Satan shall gain an advantage
to movements that are now in pro- stake. God would have us see and realize whieh it is our duty to prevent. We

gress for the enforeement of Sunday the weakness and depravity of men, and should diligently study the Word of
observanee. It has been shown to me put our entire trust in Him; "For we God, and pray in faith that God will
that Satan has been working earnestly to wrestle not against flesh and blood, but restrain the powers of darkness; for as
carry out his designs to restrict religious against principalities, against powers, yet the message has gone to eompara-
liberty. Plans of serious import to the against the rulers of the darkness of this tively few, and the world is to be
people of God are advancing in an un- world, against spiritual wiekedness in lightened with its glory. The present
derhand manner among the clergymen high places. Wherefore take unto you truth-the commandments of God and
of various denominations, and the object the whole armour ofGod, that ye may be the faith of Jesus-has not yet been
of this secret maneuvering is to win able to withstand in the evil day, and sounded as it must be. There are many
popular favor for the enforcement of having done all, to stand." Ephesians almost within the shadow of our own
Sunday sacredness. If the people can be 6:12-13 doors, for whose salvation no personal
led to favor a Sunday law, then the There are many who are at ease, effort has ever been made. We are not
clergy intend to exert their united in- who are, as it were, asleep. They say, prepared for the time when our work
fluence to obtain a religious amendment "If prophecy has foretold the enforce- must close. We must take a firm stand
to the Constitution, and eompel the na- ment of Sunday observance, the law that we will not reverence the first day
lion to keep Sunday. will surely be enacted"; and having of the week as the Sabbath, for it is not
There are many who, if they under- come to this conclusion, they sit down the day that was blessed and sanctified

stood the spirit and the result of religious in calm expectation of the event, com- by Jehovah, and in reverencing Sunday
legislation, would not do anything to forting themselves with the thought we should plaee ourselves on the side
forward in the least the movement for that God will proteet His people in the of the great deceiver. The controversy
Sunday enforeement. But while Satan day of trouble. But God will not save for the Sabbath will open the subjeet to
has been making a success of his plans, us if we make no effort to do the work the people, and an opportunity wiIl be
the people of God have failed at their He has committed to our charge. We given that the claims of the genuine
post. God had an earnest work for them must be found faithfuIly guarding the Sabbath may be presented. Blindness,
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My brethren, you must have Jesus enthroned
within, and self must die. We must be baptized
with the Holy Spirit, and then we shall not sit
down, saying unconcernedly, "What is to be,
will be; prophecy must be fulfilled"

disloyalty to God, so prevails that His
law is made void, but the psalmist says
of such a condition, "It is time for thee,
LoRD, to work; for they have made
void thy law." Psalm 119:126

It is time for God's people to work
as never before, because of the in-
crease of wickedness. The God-fear-
ing, commandment-keeping people
should be diligent, not only in prayer,
but in action: and this will bring the
truth before those who have never
heard it. The world is overborne with
falsehood and iniquity, and those
whom God has made the depositaries
of His law, and of the pure religion of
Jesus, must be determined to let their
light shine. If they do nothing to dis-
abuse the minds of the people, and
through ignorance of the truth our
legislatures should abjure the prin-
ciples of Protestantism, and give coun-
tenance and support to the Roman fal-
lacy, the spurious sabbath, God will
hold His people who have had great
light, responsible for their lack of dil-
igence and faithfulness. But if the sub-
ject of religious legislation is judi-
ciously and intelIigently laid before the
people, and they see that through Sun-
day enforcement the Roman apostasy
would be re-enacted by the Christian
world, and that the tyranny of past ages
would be repeated, then whatever
comes, we shall have done our duty.
The man of sin thinks to change

times and laws. He is exalting himself
above God, in trying to compel the
conscience. But God's people should
work with persevering energy to let their
light shine upon the people in regard to
the law, and thus to withstand the ene-
mies ofGod and His truth. When the law
of God has been made void, and apos-
tasy becomes a national sin, the Lord
will work in behalf of His people. Their
extremity will be His opportunity. He
will manifest His power in behalf ofHis
church.

My brethren, you must have Jesus
enthroned within, and self must die. We
must be baptized with the Holy Spirit,
and then we shalI not sit down, saying
unconcernedly, "What is to be, will be;
prophecy must be fulfilled." Oh, awake,
I pray you, awake! for you bear tbe most
sacred responsibilities. As faithful
watchmen, you should see the sword
coming, and give the warning, that men
and women may not pursue a course
through ignorance that they would avoid
if they knew the truth. The Lord has
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enlightened us in regard to what is com-
ing upon the earth, that we may
enlighten olhers, and we shalI not be
held guiltless if we are content to sit at
ease, with folded hands, and quibble
over matters of minor importance. The
minds of many have been engrossed
with contentions, and they have rejected
the light given through the Testimonies,
because it did not agree with their own
opinions.
God does not force any man into

His service. Every soul must decide for
himself whether or not he will falI on
the Rock and be broken. Heaven has
been amazed to see the spiritual stupid-
ity that has prevailed. You need in-
dividualIy to open your proud hearts to
the Spirit of God. You need to have
your intelIectual ability sanctified to
the service of God. The transforming
power of God must be upon you, that
your minds may be renewed by the
Holy Spirit, that you may have the
mind that was in Christ.
If the watchmen sleep under an

opiate of Satan's and do not recognize
the voice of the true Shepherd, and do
not take up the warning, I telI you in
the fear of God, they will be charged
with the blood of souls. The watchmen
must be wide awake, men who will not
slumber at their post of duty, day nor
night. They must give the trumpet a
certain sound, that the people may

shun the evil, and choose the gOOd.
Stupidity and careless indifference
cannot be excused. On every side of us
there are breakers and hidden rocks
which wilI dash our bark in pieces, and
leave us helpless wrecks, unless we
make God our refuge and help. Every
soul should now be distrustful of self.
Our own ways, our own plans and
ideas, may not be such as God can
approve. We must keep the way of the
Lord to do His wilI, making Him our
counselor, and then in faith work away
from self.

Light must come to the people
through agents whom God shall
choose, who will give the note ofwarn-
ing, that none may be in ignorance of
the purposes of God or the devices of
Satan. At the great heart of the work,
Satan will use his hellish arts to the
utmost. He will seek in every possible
way to interpose himself between the
people and God, and shut away the
light that God would have come to His
children. It is his design to keep them
in ignorance of what shall come upon
the earth. All should be prepared to
hear the signal trumpet of the watch-
man, and be ready to pass the word
along the walIs of Zion, that the people
may prepare themselves for the con-
flict. The people must not be left to
stumble their way along in darkness,
not knowing what is before them, and
unprepared for the great issues that are
coming. There is a work to be done for
this time in filting a people to stand in
the day of trouble, and alI must act
their part in this work. They must be
clothed with the righteousness of
Christ, and be so fortified by the truth,
that the delusions of Satan shalI not be
accepted by them as genuine manife-
stations of the power of God.

Years have been 10SI, but will you
now awake? Will those in responsible
positions take in the situation, or wilI
they by their indifference and inactiv-

ity, say to the people, "Peace and
safety"? May God help everyone to
come up to the help of the Lord now.
The watchmen have been asleep, bUI
may God grant that they may not sleep
the sleep of death. Let alI who are
standing upon the walls of Zion give
the trumpet a certain sound. It is a
solemn time for God's people, but if
they stand close by the bleeding side of
Jesus, He will be their defense. He will
open ways that the message of light
may come to great men, to authors, and
lawmakers. They will have opportuni-



ties of which you do not dream, and
some of them will boldly advocate the
claims of God's downtrodden law.

Instead of increased power as we
enter the perils of the last days, weak-
ness, dissension, and strife for su-
premacy, are apparent. But if we had a
connection with the God of heaven, we
should be mighty in Him, and yet we
would walk with all lowliness of mind,
having self hid in Jesus. But now both
spiritUal and natural feebleness and
death are depriving us of workers. God
alone, by His Holy Spirit, can arouse us
from the slumber of death. There is now
need of earnest working men and
women who will seek for the salvation
of souls; for Satan as a powerful general
has taken the field, and in this last
remnant of time he is working through
all conceivable methods to close the
door against light that God would have
come to His people. He is sweeping the
whole world into his ranks, and the few
who are faithful to God's requirements
are the only ones who can ever
withstand him, and even these he is
trying to overcome. Much upon these
things has been shown to me, but I can
only present a few ideas to you. Go to
God for yourselves, pray for divine
enlightenment, that you may know that
you do know what is truth, that when
the wonderful miracle-working power
of Satan shall be displayed, and the
enemy shall come as an angel of light,
you may distinguish between the
genuine work of God and the imitative
work oflhe powers of darkness. Minis-
ters may do a great work for God if
Jesus abides in the heart by faith.
"Without mc," says Christ, "yc can do
nothing." I would that I had the power
to present before you your sacred,
solemn responsibility.

It is now too late in the day for men
to please and glorify themselves. Min-
isters of God, it is too late to be con-
tending for the supremacy. The solemn
time has come when ministers should
be weeping between the porch and the
altar, crying, "Spare Thy people, 0
LORD, and give not Thine heritage to
reproach." Joel 2:17. It is a day when
instead of lifting up their souls in self-
sufficiency, ministers and people
should be confessing their sins before
God and one another. The law of God
is made void, and even among those
who advocate its binding claims, are
some who break its sacred precepts.
The Bible will be opened from house

to house, and men and women will find
access to these homes, and minds will
be opened to receive the Word of God;
and when the crisis comes, many will
be prepared to make right decisions
even in the face of the formidable
difficulties that will be brought about
through the deceptive miracles of
Satan. Although these will confess the
truth and become workers with Christ
at the eleventh hour, they will receive
equal wages with those who have
wrought through the whole day. There
will be an army of steadfast believers
who will stand as firm as a rock
through the last test. But where in that
army are those who have been stand-
ard-bearers? Where are those whose
voices have sounded in proclaiming
the truth to the sinning? Some of them
are not there. We look for them, but in
the time of shaking they have been
unable to stand, and have passed over
to the enemy's ranks.

Brethren and sisters, the Lord wants
to impart to us increased light. He
desires that we shall have distinct re-
vealings of His glory; that ministers and
people shall become strong in His
strength. When the angel was about to
unfold to Daniel the intensely interest-
ing prophecies to be recorded for us
who are to witness their fulfillment, the
angel said, "Be strong, yea, be strong."
We are to receive the very same glory
that was revealed to Daniel, because it
is for God's people in these last days,
that they may give the trumpet a certain
sound. God help us to work unitedly
and as we never have worked before, is
my prayer. There is need now of faith-
ful Calebs, whose voices will be heard
in clear, ringing notes, saying of the
immortal inheritance, "Let us go up at
oncc, and possess it; for we are well
able." Numbers 13:30. We need now
the courage of God's faithful servant of
old; not one wavering, uncertain note
should come from the watchers' trum-
pets. They must be true to the sacred,
solemn work that has been intrusted to
them, and lead the flock of God in right
pathways. 0

Review and Herald, vol. 2, 353-354
(December 24, 1889)

Righteousness by Faith
Continued from 12

Holy Spirit. He is counted righteous, not
by what he has done, but because he
believes God is now living in him and
through him.

This is the righteousness, the ever-
lasting gospel, which has brought salva-
tion to every sinner from Adam to the
last saint before the close of human
probation. The thief was adopted into
the family of God. He is now a beloved
son, and God graciously accords him the
privileges and rights of sonship. God can
do this and yet maintain His own right-
eousness' while preserving the integrity
of His unchangeable, righteous law.
This is proof of the supernatural power
of the gospel which demands the ad-
miration and wonder of angels and the
unfallen beings of the universe. A God
who can make a world by His word (see
Psalm 33:6, 9) is the same God who
came in human flesh, our flesh, was
tempted beyond that which any man can
be tempted; and yet did not yield to
temptation. He took the sins of the
whole world upon Him. This included
the depravity of 6,000 years of sin, and
the sins of all men-perhaps 100 billion
sinners. This crushed out His life on
Calvary so that we might live.

Give Him your will today and He
will impute His righteousness to your
account. The Holy Spirit will then come
and hold you in this relationship of
obedience to His righteous law and you
will be sanctified as long as your will is
given to Him. This then is righteousness
liy faith, which· stands revealed in the
gospel of which both the law and the
prophets bear witness. It is God's gra-
cious gift to all guilty sinners whereby
they are made ready for the coming of
their Lord and Saviour. God be praised
for a salvation that i' complete, perfect
and right.

"[n his days Judah shall be saved,
and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is
His name whereby He shall be cal[ed,
THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUS-
NESS." Jeremiah 23:60
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A National Sunday Law
and the

Fourth Commandment

labor, and do all thy work: but the
seventh day is the Sabbath of the
LoRD thy God: in it thou shalt not
do any work, thou, nor thy son,
nor thy daughter, nor thy manser-
vant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy
cattle, nor thy stranger that is
within thy gates: for in six days
the LoRD made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that in them is, and
rested the seventh day: wherefore
the LoRD blessed the Sabbath
day, and haUowed it." Exodus
20:S-11
That commandment as written

says, "The seventh day is the Sab-
bath." Consequently, at the very
first step the first day of the week,
as declared in the bill, and as
these people demand, would be
completely shut out. But if any
should innocently inquire, The
seventh day of what? the com-
mandment itself is ready with an
explicit answer. It is the day upon
which the Lord rested from the
work of Creation. In that work he
employed six days, and the
seventh day he rested, and that
alone, as Dr. Johnson has said,
established the weekly division of
time. As those seven days formed
the first week of time, the seventh
of those seven was the seventh
day of the week, and that is the
seventh day fixed in the com-
mandment. This is confirmed by

the Scriptures throughout. The New
Thstament itself declares that the Sab-
bath is past before the first day of the
week comes. Mark 16:1-2 says: "And
when the Sabbath was past, Mary Mag-
dalene, and Mary the mother of James,
and Salome, had bought sweet spices,
that they might corne and anoint Him.
And very early in the morning the first
day of the week, they came unto the
sepulchre at the rising of the sun."

Those people mentioned in this
Scripture came to the sepulcher very
early in the morning of the first day of
the week; yet the Sabbathwas past. This
national Sunday-bill which is here under
discussion proposes to secure the re-
ligious observance of tbe Sabbatb on the
first day of the week. But such a thing
can never be done, because according to
the scripture, the Sabbath is past before
the first day of the week comes. It
matters not how early persons may come
to the first day of tbe week and its
observance, they will be too late to find

;

SUNDAY has no basis whatever as a
civil institution; it never had any.

And the only basis it has, or ever had, as
a religious institution is in that confu-
sion of paganism and Christianity which
made the Papacy, with all that it is or
ever was.

As authority for Sunday, and as the
basis of this legislation, Dr. Johnson
here today appealed to the fourth com-
mandment. The "American Sabbath
Union" now in session in this city, and
which is working for the passage of this
bill, likewise declares the basis of their
whole movement to be the fourth com-
mandment. It is proper, therefore, to
inquire, What authority is there for Sun-
day laws, in the fourth commandment?

Tire year 1888 not only witnessed tire deeper emmination of tire doctrine of
riglrteousness by faitlr as w/derstoodby tire Sevelltlr-dayAdvelltist ClrllTclr, but also saw
a bold attempt to establislr a National Sw/{wy Law. Tire following article is a report of
lire closing argwnent of A. T. Jones before tire United States Senate Committee on
Education and Labor on December 13, 1888, agaillSt tire National SlIT/day bill
introducedby Senator Blair in tire fiftietlr Congress.

As this is a question of legislation and of
law, I shaU examine it from the stand-
point of law. Suppose, then that this bill
has become a law, and the courts in
construing it take judicial cognizance of
the fourth commandment as the basis of
the law.

Courts are guided by certain weU-
established rules in the construction of
laws. According to these rules, what
would be tbe result of the judicial con-
struction of such a law upon the basis of
the fourth commandment?

1. "What a court is to do, is to declare
the law as wrillen. n

The fourth commandment as written
is as follows: ''Remember the Sabbath
day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou
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Therefore, if the courts of the United States
shall ever take judicial cognizance of the fourth
commandment, ... the seventh day of the
week, and not the first day, will have to be
declared the Sabbath

the Sabbath in it; because by the word of
the Lord it is past before the first day of
the week comes.
This is made yet more positive, if need

be, by the record in Luke 23:56 and 24:1,
which says: "And they returned, and pre-
pared spices and ointments; and rested the
Sabbath day according to the command-
ment. Now upon the first day of the week,
very early in the morning, they cameunto the
sepulchre, bringing the spices which they
hadprepared, and certain others with them."
Here it is declared that certain people

rested the Sabbath day according to the
commandment, and then on the first day
of the week did what they would not do
on the Sabbath day. This proves conclu-
sively that the Sabbath day according to
the commandment which these men cite,
and which it is supposed that the courts
will have to interpret when this becomes
a law-this proves that that Sabbath day
is the day heforethe first day of the week,
and therefore plainly demonstrates that
the seventh day named in the command-
ment is nothing else than the seventh day
of the week. Therefore, if courts, in the
interpretation of this commandment as
the basis ofa Sunday law, declare the law
as written and as defined by the plain
word of the Lord, they will have to
declare that the seventh day of the week,
and not the first day, is the Sabbath.

2. "In the case ofall law, it is the intent
of the lawgiver that is to be enforced."

What, then, was the intent of the
Lawgiver when the fourth command-
ment was given? Did the Lawgiver de-
clare or show in any way His inten-
tion?-He did. When the Lord gave that
law at Sinai He did not leave it to the
people to interpret it to suit themselves,
nor to interpret it at all. By three special
acts every week, kept up continuously for
nearly forty years, He showed His intent
in the law. The peoplewere fed by manna
in their forty years' wanderings. But on
the seventh day of the week no manna
ever fell. On the sixth day of the week
there was a double portion, and that
which was gathered on that day would
keep over the seventh, which it could not
be made to do at any other period, or over
any other day in the week.

By this means the Lawgiver sig-
nified His intent upon the subject of
observing the day mentioned in that law;
and keeping it up continuously for so
long a time made it utterly impossible
that His intent should be mistaken.
Therefore, if the courts of the United

States shall ever take judicial cogni-

zance of the fourth commandment,
which is held forth by these people as
the basis and the authority for their
movement, according to this rule, the
seventh day of the week, and not the first
day, will have to be declared the Sab-
bath.

3. "When words are plain in a writ-
ten law, there is an end to all construc-
tion: they must be followed."

Are the words of the fourth com-
mandment plain words?-They are.
There is not an obscure nor an ambigu-
ous word in the commandment.

Then, according to this rule, if ever
that question becomes one of judicial
cognizance in the courts of the United
States, the seventh day of the week, and
not the first day, will have to be declared
to be the Sabbath. That is all that the
courts can declare.

Therefore, the conclusion of the
whole matter thus far is that if our courts
are to remain courts of law and arc to be
guided by the established rules for the
construction of law, they never can
uphold any law for the enforcement of

the Sabbath or the Lord's day on the first
day of the week.

Just here, however, another ele-
ment comes into court, and that is the
theological. The theologians step in
right here and declare that the inten-
tion of the fourth commandment has
been changed, and that now, instead of
that commandment's requiring the ob-
servance of the seventh day in remem-
brance of Creation, it requires the ob-
servance of the first day of the week in
remembrance of the resurrection of
Christ. l To reach this point they first
declare that the phrase "the seventh
day" in the commandment is inde-
finite; that it does not enjoin the obser-
vance of any particular day, but only
of one day in seven. But such a con-
struction is not only clearly in viola-
tion of established rules for the con-
struction of law, but it involves an

assumption of power on their part that
can never be allowed. Admitting for
argument's sake that that phrase in the
commandment is indefinite, it must be
admitted that the Lord, when He wrote
it, intentionally made it indefinite, be-
cause the Scripture says that when He
had spoken these words, He added no
morei He had nothing more to say on the
subject. What He said then was final. If,
then, that statement be indefinite, He
intended it so, and no other than the
Lord ever can, or ever has the right to,
make it definite. But the theologians,
just as soon as they make it indefinite to
escape the obligation which it enjoins to
observe the seventh day, then make it
definite in order to sustain the supposed
obligation to keep the first day of the
week. Consequently, when they make it
definite after having declared that the
Lordmade it indefinite, they assume the
powerandthe prerogative todowhat the
Lord intentionally declined to do; andin
that they put themselves aboveGod.

So much for their theological assump-
tions. Such a course is not only theologi-

eally an assumption of almighty power,
but on the basis of law it is a violation of
the rule which declares that-

4. "No forced or unnatural construc-
tion is to be put upon the language of a
statute,"
1b make the phrase '1he seventh

day" in that commandment indefinite,
and mean anyone day in seven and not
any seventh day in particular, is nothing
else than to put a forced and unnatural
construction upon the language, not only
of the commandment itself throughout,
but on all the language of the Scriptures
upon the subject of the commandment.

Further, to make that commandment
support the observance of the first day of
the week in commemoration of the res-
urrection, is not only to put a forced and
most unnatural construction upon it, but
is a direct violation of that other rule of
law which declares that-
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Is the national legislature ready to take the step
which would turn all our courts of law into
courts of theology?

5. "A constitution [or statute) is not
to be made to mean one thing at one time
and another at some subsequent time
when the circumstances may have so
changed as perhaps to make a different
rule in the case seem desireable....The
meaning of the constitution [or statute)
is fixed when it is adopted, and it is not
different at any subsequent time when a
court has occasion to pass upon it.n

As I have clearly proved, the meaning
of the fourth commandment when it was
given was that the seventh day of the
week should be observed, and for the
reason that God rested that day from the
work of Creation, and blessed the day
and hallowed it. That Sabbath day for
that reason was established before man
had sinned, and before there was any
need of the resurrection of Christ. Ifman
had never sinned, the day would have
been observed, for the reason given, in
commemoration of the rest of the Creator
from His work of Creation. That being
the meaning of the commandment when
the commandment was given, that must
be the meaning of the commandment so
long as the commandment remains. And
according to this rule it can never be
made to mean anything else; although to
the theologians who wish to have it so,
the circumstances concerning the resur-
rection may seem to make it desireable.

Here the question very pertinently
arises, Shall the Congress and the courts
of the United States adopt the wishes of
the theologians, and, in violation of the
rules of law, undertake to make the
statute of God mean that which it was
never intended to mean? In contempla-
tion of this demand which is now made
by the theologians, the words of Judge
Cooley (Constitutional Limitations, 67)
are worthy of consideration by Con-
gress, as well as by the judges of the
United States courts. He says:
"A court or legislature which should

allow a change of public sentiment to
influence it in giving to a written consti-
tution a construction not warranted by
the intention of its founders, would be
justly chargeable with reckless disregard
of official oath and public duty."

The theologians have given to the
fourth commandment a construction
which is not in any sense warranted by
the intention of the Author of the com-
mandment. They come to the national
legislature and ask it to allow itself to be
influenced by these theological senti-
ments in giving to that written constitu-
tion of the government of God, a con-

struction which is not warranted by the
intention of the Founder of that constitu-
tion. As Judge Cooley says, such a thing
done to a human constitution, an earthly
statute, would be reckless disregard of
official oath and public duty. But ifthis is
true in the case of things wholly human
and earthly, what should be thought of
such an action with reference to the
divine constitution, and heavenly law?

Will the national legislature allow
this theological sentiment to influence it
to commit an act with reference to the
constitution and laws of the living God,
which, if committed with reference to the
laws ofmen, would be reckless disregard
ofofficial oath and public duty? Not only
do I ask, Is the national legislature ready
to do this? but is it ready also by doing it
to force the United States courts into the
sanctioning of it in direct violation of the
plainest principles of every rule for the

construction of law? Is the national
legislature ready to take the step which
would turn all our courts oflaw into courts
of theology? For such would be the only
effect of the enactment of such a law as is
here demanded by the theologians; be-
cause when the law comes to be inter-
preted by the courts upon the basis upon
which the law is enacted, the rust day of
the week as the Sabbath can never be
sustained by rules of law or by the prin-
ciples of interpretation established in law.
Theonly way it canever besustained is by
principles established by the theologians
and by theological distinctions, in total
disregardofthe rules oflaw; and the effect
of it can be nothing else than to turn our
courts of law into courts of theology.

More than this, the Scriptures plainly
and logically show the seventh day to be
the Lord's day. The actual expreSSion,
"the Lord's day," is used but once in the
Bible, and that in Revelation 1:10, say-
ing, "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's
day." But that text does not say what day
of the week the Lord's day is. Other
texts in the Bible, however, speak on the

subject in such a way as logically to
show what day is meant by the expres-
sion, "the Lord's day." The Lord himself
said, "The Son of man is Lord also of the
Sabbath." Mark 2:28

The Lord also said, "The seventh day
is the Sabbath." Here are two plain
scripture statements which may form the
premises of a syllogism; thus:

Major: The Son ofman is Lord of the
Sabbath

Minor: The seventh day is the Sah-
bath.

The only conclusion that can ever be
drawn from these premises is,

Therefore, the Son of man is Lord of
the seventh day.

That conclusion is just as sound as
these two statements of Scripture are,
and the two statements of SCripture are
as plain and positive on that subject as
any two statements ever can be made.

Forming another syllogism, of which the
above conclusion shall be the minor, we
have this:

Major: Whatever day it is ofwhich the
Son of man is Lord, is the Lord's day.

Minor: The Son of man is Lord of
the seventh day.

Therefore, the Lord's day is the
seventh day.

This logic is unquestionable; this
conclusion is just as true as the Scripture
itself. Therefore, as surely as courts un-
dertake the interpretation of any statute
enforcing the observance of the Lord's
day, and enter upon an inquiry as to what
day is the Lord's day, they will, if
logical, be brought face to face with the
fact as demonsttated by the word of the
Lord himself, that the seventh day, and
not the first day, is the Lord's day.

But it will probably be said that the
courts are not to enter upon the interpreta-
tion ofScripture; they are to interpret the law
as it has been enacted, and as it is written;
and the law as enacted says that the fIrst day
of the week is the Lord's day, and that is as
far as the courts can go. Suppose that be
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granted. Then that puts the United Stales
Government into the place where it estab-
lishes an institution as the Lord's and
enforces its observance, which not only
the Lord has not established, but which is
directly contrary to the plain word of the
Lord upon the subject of this institution
and its observance.

One or the other of these alternatives
therefore the United States Government
will be forced to adopt as surely as this bill
or anyone like it shall ever become a law.
The Government will either have to be-
come the authoritative interpreter ofScrip-
ture for all the citizens of the Government,
or else itwill have to put itself in the place
of God, and authoritatively declare that
observances established by the State and
which it caIls the Lord's are the Lord's
indeed, although the word of the Lord
declares the contrary. Is the United States
Government ready to take either of these
positions? Is the Congress of the United
States ready to force the Government of
the United States to the alternative of
taking one or the other of these positions?

The taking of either of these positions
by the Government would be nothing else
than for this enlightened nation, in this
period of the nineteenth century, to assume
the place, the power, and the prerogatives of
the governments of the Middle Ages in
enforcing the dogmas and the definitions of
the theologians, and executing the arbitrary
and despoticwill of the church.

Thus, from whatever point this sub-
ject of Sunday laws may be viewed, it
plainly appears that aside from the
Papacy there is no authority whatever
for Sunday laws, nor even for Sunday-
keeping; and that the only effect that a
national Sunday law can ever have, will
be only evil, and that continually. Let
Congress now and forever decidedly and
utterly refuse to have anything to do
with it in any way whatever; and let all
the people, instead of sanctioning a
movement to bring the national legisla-
tion down to the degraded level of the
States on this subject, put forth every
effort to bring the legislation of the
States up to that place where it shall be
limited as the power of Congress is
limited by the declaration of the national
Constitution, that it "shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof."

Now, in the name of law, Constitu-
tional and statutory, moral and civil; in
the name of enlightenment and progress;
in the name of reason and the revelation
of Jesus Christ, I seriously ask, Why

should the people of such a nation as this,
living under such a constitution as is our
national Constitution, be asked to return
to the papal system in the Dark Ages,
which was only the inevitable outcome of
the wicked scheme that was conceived in
sin-"the man of sin"-and brought
forth in iniquity-"the mystery of iniq-
uity"-in the days of Constantine? Why
should such a people as this, dwelling
under the best Constitution and the most
enlightened influences of all ages, be
asked to return to the wicked system that
characterized the Middle Ages?

No, sir; the noble men who pledged
their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred
honor, when they established our Constitu-
tion, separated, as they supposed forever,
this nation from all thewicked influences of
the church-and-state systems of the colo-
nies, ofEngland, and of all other nations of
all times. Aod under this Constitution, in
true liberty, civil and religious, in genuine
enlightenment and progress, this nation has
deservedly stood as the beacon light of the
world for a hundred years. Let this splendid
nation ever still look forward and not back-
ward; let it still hold its honoredplacebefore
all the nations; and God forbid that by any
such effort as is now being made in behalf
of this Sunday law, this glorious nation
should be brought down from her high
place, andmade to follow in the papaI train.

Gentlemen, no further argument is
needed to show that the Sunday laws ofall
the States, and the principles of the deci-
sions of the Supreme Courts which sus-
tain them, are wholly wrong, springing
from the papal principle of church and
state, and supported by the equally un-
American principle ofthe omnipotence of
the legislative power. They are totally
subversive of American principles. Yet
Sunday laws have never been, and can
never be, sustained on any other principle.
And this is only to say that which is the
sum of all this discussion: There is no
foundation in justice, in right, or even in
expediency, for any Sunday laws, or
Lord's-day laws, or Sabbath laws, under
any government on this earth. 0

I Baptism is the Christian ritual that com-
memorates the resurrection of Christ. See Ro-
mans 6 - EOITORS

This article was taken from the book
containing AT Jones' complete argu-
ment, entitled The National SU1Iday
Law. It is available for $3.50 from Lay-
men Ministry News, Rt. 4, Box 94-e, St.
Maries, ID 83861

The Spirit of Prophecy,
Continued from 17

few minutes spent in examination will
be enough to determine whether context
has been violated or quotations used
improperly. Dc re is R9 Rce" tQ

throw the baby out with the
ath water by condemning compilations.
After all, a Bible study is an "un-
authorized" compilation.

"Woe unto them that call evil good,
and good evil; that put darkness for
light, and light for darkness." Isaiah 5:20

Are the testimonies good or are they
evil? What has been the influence of the
Spirit of Prophecy on the church, on its
institutions, and on its members?
Whether we look at the large general
picture or whether we focus our atten-
tion on the details of an individual life,
we find the same answer to our question.
The Testimonies of God'S Spirit bring
good, not evil. Blessings follow the

( heeding of !herr counsel. 'llagedies fol-
low in the wake of unbelief.

We have seen the sad experiences of a
Canright, a Conradi, a Kellogg, and a
Ford. About an hour's drive from
Brisbane, Australia, there is a s aclOus·
restaurant WI uvemr S 0 and ot
ounst attractions on a large avocado

the SIgn in front indicates that the
restaurant IS open seven days a week. the
menus in the restaurant oHef a variety aT
foods, including the unclean. Some ofthe
waiters and waitresses, we are told, are
young relatives of the owner Roq;rt
Brinsmead. 'Ii! visit the place is to come
away with an jnexpressible sadness,

We are receiving signaIs that we
must prepare our minds for the imrni-
nent collapse of our Adventist Health
Systems, and that our twelve colleges in
North America may have to be reduced
to half that number or less. Some acade-
mies are already closing.

"Is there no balm in Gilead; Is there
no physician there? why then is not the
health of the daughter of my people
recovered?" Jeremiah 8:22

I)1ere is a balm in
W'luencc, sent from the divine
the testimonies of God's . 't to
IS remnant 0 Ie. Some will accept it

and be he ; others will not. What will
be our end? God has given us every gift
possible that we may be among those
who will someday stand on the sea of
glass. Let us determine today that wewill
accepf'HiS precious gifts, given in love,
including the Spirit of Prophecy. and
share these gifts with others. 0
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You may have heard. • •
. . .ofthe conflictbetween goodandevil allyourlife, butthere are miOions whohaven't.

What a difference it makes to understand what goes on behind the complicated play and counterplay ofworld events!
Now we've made it even easier to spread the understanding of these important issues.
We have just received 100,000 copies of a newsprint edition ofTruth For Today, No.2. We worked hard to fit into its
thirty-two pages the best panoramic sweep of the last six-thousand years. Drawn entirely from Patriarchs andProph-
ets, TheDesire ofAges, and TheGreat Controversy, this magazine will open minds and hearts to a completely different
message from what the world is used to hearing.

Since we knew that thirty-two pageswouldn't be enough to cover the whole story, we designed themagazine as an overview,
a lead-in to interest the reader in finding out more. We've dressed up this issue with an attractive fulkolor cover, and on the
back coverwe put an offer for five ofEllen White's books, including the three from which the text is drawn.

Option "A"- This offer is good for the next three months.
Would you like to mail Truth for Today to everyone served by your Zipcode or another of your choice? Now, for a
limited time, we are making an offeryou can'taffordto pass up. Hope International will pay for the magazine. All we
ask is that you pay the postage-and that's only 9¢ each! That's right, if
you want us to mail Truth For Today to a Post Office serving 1500
homes, it would cost you only $135. A town of 5000 homes could be
reached for $450, and 10,000 homes could be reached for only $900. If
you are interested in this offer--either for your personal project, or per-
haps for a study group or Sabbath School class-please phone or write us
with the following information: (1) The zipcode to mail to; (2) The
phone number of the Post Office which serves that zipcode; (3) the ap-
proximate number of residences on each Carrier Route; and (4) a sample
of the information your Post Office would like on each label. (We can
help you get this information ifnecessary.)

Option "B"
If you would like to order magazines to distribute to your friends and
neighbors, this newsprint edition is available for the following suggested
donations: 1-3 copies, 50¢ ea.; 4-99 copies, 16¢ ea. plus $1.50 per order;
and 100 or more copies, 14.5¢ ea. ($14.50/ hundred), plus $3 per order.
These prices are POSD\GE PAID.

Donations for eitherofthese offers are tax-deductible.
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