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n every generation God and all
heaven has been carefully
recording the lives of every

soul—the thoughts, actions, and
motives. God and the universe
must be 100 percent certain that
everyone who enters heaven is safe
to save. All rebellion is to be eradi-
cated from His people through a
willingness to be made willing to
obey God’s great standard of
righteousness—His sacred law.

“Transformation of character is
the testimony to the world of an
indwelling Christ. The Spirit of
God produces a new life in the
soul, bringing the thoughts and
desires into obedience to the will of
Christ; and the inward man is
renewed in the image of God.
Weak and erring men and women
show to the world that the redeem-
ing power of grace can cause the
faulty character to develop into
symmetry and abundant fruitful-
ness.” Prophets and Kings, 233.

Friends, many of us know the
theory of truth, but are we making
it practical—are we a living demon-
stration of truth? “Unless the truth
of God is received in the heart and
carried out in practical life, it is not
truth to the one to whom it has
been presented, but only a delu-
sion. The mind of God must unite
with the mind of man, that every
thought may be brought into
captivity to Christ. When the truth
is fully received, it will be made
manifest by a transformation of
character. But those who do not
thus receive the truth, though their
names may be upon the church
books, are as whited sepulchers,
full of corruption within.” The
Youth’s Instructor, June 22, 1893.

The Scriptures testify of the
great truths—justification and
sanctification—so necessary for our
understanding.

Righteousness By Faith:
A Vital Experience

“Therefore being justified by
faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Romans 5:1.

“Sanctify them through thy
truth: thy word is truth. . . . And for
their sakes I sanctify myself, that
they also might be sanctified
through the truth.” John 17:17, 19.

“The truth as it is in Jesus is
obedience to every precept of
Jehovah. It is heart work. Bible
sanctification is not the spurious
sanctification of today, which will
not search the Scriptures, but trusts
to good feelings and impulses
rather than to the seeking for truth
as for hidden treasure. Bible
sanctification is to know the
requirements of God and to obey
them. There is a pure and holy
heaven in store for those who
keep God’s commandments. It is
worth lifelong, persevering,
untiring effort. Satan is on your
right hand and on your left; he is
before and behind; he has a dish
of fables cooked up for every soul
who is not cherishing the truth as
it is in Jesus. The destroyer is
upon you to palsy your every
effort. But there is a crown of life
to be won, a life that measures
with the life of God.” The Seventh-
day Adventist Bible Commentary,
vol. 5, 1147.

We must know and experience
the doctrine and the requirements
of salvation:

1. We must study and search the
Scriptures to show ourselves
approved unto God each day:
“Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15.
“Search the scriptures; for in them
ye think ye have eternal life: and
they are they which testify of me.”
John 5:39.

2. Our will is the key to the
experience of Righteousness by
faith: “Pure religion has to do with
the will. The will is the governing
power in the nature of man,
bringing all the other faculties
under its sway.” Testimonies, vol. 5,
513. “Strength of character consists
of two things—power of will and
power of self-control.” Counsels to
Parents, Teachers, and Students, 222.
“As the will of man cooperates
with the will of God, it becomes
omnipotent.” Christ’s Object
Lessons, 333.

3. Loving obedience is the test of
our discipleship: “Know ye not,
that to whom ye yield yourselves
servants to obey, his servants ye
are to whom ye obey; whether of
sin unto death, or of obedience
unto righteousness?” Romans 6:16.
“And being made perfect, he
became the author of eternal
salvation unto all them that obey
him.” Hebrews 5:9. See Christ’s
Object Lessons, 330–333.

Why do so many fail to experi-
ence victory over sin? “Many fail of
imitating our holy Pattern because
they study so little the definite
features of that Character. So many
are full of busy plans, always
active; and there is no time or place
for the precious Jesus to be a close,
dear Companion. They do not refer
every thought and action to Him,
inquiring: ‘Is this the way of the
Lord?’ If they did they would walk
with God, as did Enoch.” Testimo-
nies, vol. 6, 393.

This special edition of Our Firm
Foundation is devoted to the most
important doctrine in Scripture—
the righteousness of Christ experi-
enced in the sinner’s life. It is our
prayer that you will have the daily,
practical knowledge of Christ’s
righteousness that is vital for all
who would be saved. !
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nd the third angel followed
them, saying with a loud
voice, If any man worship

the beast and his image, and
receive his mark in his forehead, or
in his hand, the same shall drink of
the wine of the wrath of God,
which is poured out without
mixture into the cup of his indigna-
tion; and he shall be tormented
with fire and brimstone in the
presence of the holy angels, and in
the presence of the Lamb: and the
smoke of their torment ascendeth
up for ever and ever: and they have
no rest day nor night, who worship
the beast and his image, and
whosoever receiveth the mark of
his name. Here is the patience of the
saints: here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the
faith of Jesus.” Revelation 14:9–12.

The Lord has told us, through
His prophet Ellen White, that
justification by faith is the third
angel’s message in verity:

“Several have written to me,
inquiring if the message of justifica-
tion by faith is the third angel’s
message, and I have answered, ‘It
is the third angel’s message in
verity.’ ” Evangelism, 190.

Righteousness by Faith
and the
Three Angels’ Messages

R o n  S p e a r
We know that justification and

the third angel’s message are
clearly related to our salvation:

“Therefore being justified by
faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ: by
whom also we have access by faith
into this grace wherein we stand,
and rejoice in hope of the glory of
God.” Romans 5:1–2.

“That Christ may dwell in your
hearts by faith; that ye, being
rooted and grounded in love, may
be able to comprehend with all
saints what is the breadth, and
length, and depth, and height; and
to know the love of Christ, which
passeth knowledge, that ye might
be filled with all the fulness of God.
Now unto him that is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think, according to
the power that worketh in us, unto
him be glory in the church by Christ
Jesus throughout all ages, world
without end.” Ephesians 3:17–21.

Justification and Faith

Justification and faith cannot be
separated. They belong to each
other. There can never be justifica-
tion of sinners unless the faith of

Jesus becomes an experience in the
life and generates a loving obedi-
ence to all known truth.

“Here is the patience of the
saints: here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the
faith of Jesus.” Revelation 14:12.

“I am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live
by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me, and gave himself for
me.” Galatians 2:20.

“When self is merged in Christ,
love springs forth spontaneously.
The completeness of Christian
character is attained when the
impulse to help and bless others
springs constantly from within—
when the sunshine of heaven fills
the heart and is revealed in the
countenance.” Christ’s Object
Lessons, 384. See also Selected
Messages, book 1, 366, 397; Testimo-
nies, vol. 2, 355.

When the earnest seeker for
truth receives the free gift of
justification by faith, he desires to
be made willing to surrender his
will, his life, without a single
compromise.

“A

Righteousness by Faith
and the
Three Angels’ Messages
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“Christ in His humanity
wrought out a perfect character,
and this character He offers to
impart to us. . . . By His perfect
obedience He has made it possible
for every human being to obey
God’s commandments. When we
submit ourselves to Christ, the
heart is united with His heart, the
will is merged in His will, the mind
becomes one with His mind, the
thoughts are brought into captivity
to Him; we live His life. This is
what it means to be clothed with
the garment of His righteousness.
Then as the Lord looks upon us He
sees, not the fig-leaf garment, not
the nakedness and deformity of sin,
but His own robe of righteousness,
which is perfect obedience to the
law of Jehovah.” Christ’s Object
Lessons, 311–312.

“We are justified by faith. The
soul who understands the meaning
of these words will never be self-
sufficient. We are not sufficient of
ourselves to think anything of
ourselves. The Holy Spirit is our
efficiency in the work of character
building, in forming characters
after the divine similitude. When
we think ourselves capable of
molding our own experience, we
make a great mistake. We can
never of ourselves obtain the
victory over temptation. But those
who have genuine faith in Christ
will be worked by the Holy Spirit.
The soul in whose heart faith
abides will grow into a beautiful
temple for the Lord. He is directed
by the grace of Christ. Just in
proportion as he depends on the
Holy Spirit’s teaching he will
grow.” The Seventh-day Adventist
Bible Commentary, vol. 6, 1109.

The 1888 Message

We cannot discuss the three
angels’ messages and their
importance to our salvation
without reviewing what hap-
pened in 1888. Elders Waggoner
and Jones, with our prophet Ellen
White, presented special mes-
sages at that General Conference
session. The leaders, pastors, and
laity had lost sight of Jesus and
His relationship to the three

angels’ messages. Listen to the
prophet explain:

“The Lord in His great mercy
sent a most precious message to
His people through Elders
Waggoner and Jones. This message
was to bring more prominently
before the world the uplifted
Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins of
the whole world. It presented
justification through faith in the
Surety; it invited the people to
receive the righteousness of Christ,
which is made manifest in obedi-
ence to all the commandments of

God. Many had lost sight of Jesus.
They needed to have their eyes
directed to His divine person, His
merits, and His changeless love for
the human family. All power is
given into His hands, that He may
dispense rich gifts unto men,
imparting the priceless gift of His
own righteousness to the helpless
human agent. This is the message
that God commanded to be given
to the world. It is the third angel’s
message, which is to be proclaimed
with a loud voice, and attended
with the outpouring of His Spirit in
a large measure.” Testimonies to
Ministers, 91–92.

All leaders, pastors, and laity
must understand that our loving
God gave His last-day church a
glorious opportunity to receive the
latter rain. The fourth angel of
Revelation, chapter 18, came to the
church in Minneapolis in 1888, to
bring the power of the Holy Spirit
in the latter rain to God’s remnant
people. The third angel’s message
was to swell to a loud cry. Tragi-
cally, leaders rejected the message
and these important messages were
kept from the world and the
church:

“An unwillingness to yield up
preconceived opinions, and to

accept this truth, lay at the founda-
tion of a large share of the opposi-
tion manifested at Minneapolis
against the Lord’s message through
Brethren [E. J.] Waggoner and
[A. T.] Jones. By exciting that
opposition Satan succeeded in
shutting away from our people, in
a great measure, the special
power of the Holy Spirit that God
longed to impart to them. The
enemy prevented them from
obtaining that efficiency which
might have been theirs in carrying
the truth to the world, as the

apostles proclaimed it after the
day of Pentecost. The light that is
to lighten the whole earth with its
glory was resisted, and by the
action of our own brethren has
been in a great degree kept away
from the world.” Selected Mes-
sages, book 1, 234–235.

It was the everlasting gospel
that was presented in Minneapolis
in 1888—the same gospel that was
given to Adam and Eve in Genesis
3:15. It has been the same gospel in
every generation. Righteousness by
faith has been offered to all who
are willing to give uncompromis-
ing, loving obedience to all known
truth. Listen to the Lord’s messen-
ger explain it so beautifully:

“All the culture and education
which the world can give will fail
of making a degraded child of sin a
child of heaven. The renewing
energy must come from God. The
change can be made only by the
Holy Spirit. All who would be
saved, high or low, rich or poor,
must submit to the working of this
power. . . .

“The man who attempts to keep
the commandments of God from a
sense of obligation merely—
because he is required to do so—
will never enter into the joy of

When the earnest seeker for truth receives the free gift of

justification by faith, he desires to be made willing to surrender

his will, his life, without a single compromise.
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obedience. He does not obey. When
the requirements of God are
accounted a burden because they
cut across human inclination, we
may know that the life is not a
Christian life. True obedience is the
outworking of a principle within. It
springs from the love of righteous-
ness, the love of the law of God.
The essence of all righteousness is
loyalty to our Redeemer. This will
lead us to do right because it is
right—because right doing is
pleasing to God.” Christ’s Object
Lessons, 96–98.

Here we see that character
development is a result of justifica-
tion and sanctification:

“The sanctification of the soul
by the working of the Holy Spirit is
the implanting of Christ’s nature in

humanity. Gospel religion is Christ
in the life—a living, active prin-
ciple. It is the grace of Christ
revealed in character and wrought
out in good works.” Ibid., 384.

“Christ is waiting with longing
desire for the manifestation of
Himself in His church. When the
character of Christ shall be per-
fectly reproduced in His people,
then He will come to claim them as
His own.

“It is the privilege of every
Christian not only to look for but to
hasten the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, (2 Peter 3:12, margin).
Were all who profess His name
bearing fruit to His glory, how
quickly the whole world would be
sown with the seed of the gospel.
Quickly the last great harvest
would be ripened, and Christ
would come to gather the precious
grain.” Ibid., 69.

Preparing for the Time of Test

To understand the righteous-
ness by faith experience—victory

over all sin by the power of the
Holy Spirit—we turn again to our
prophet Ellen White:

“The time of test is just upon us,
for the loud cry of the third angel
has already begun in the revelation
of the righteousness of Christ, the
sin-pardoning Redeemer. This is
the beginning of the light of the
angel whose glory shall fill the
whole earth. For it is the work of
everyone to whom the message of
warning has come, to lift up Jesus,
to present Him to the world as
revealed in types, as shadowed in
symbols, as manifested in the
revelations of the prophets, as
unveiled in the lessons given to His
disciples and in the wonderful
miracles wrought for the sons of
men. Search the Scriptures; for they

are they that testify of Him.
“If you would stand through

the time of trouble, you must know
Christ, and appropriate the gift of
His righteousness, which He
imputes to the repentant sinner.”
Selected Messages, book 1, 363.

The First Angel’s Message

In presenting the message of the
first angel of Revelation 14, there is
to be a loud voice of warning given
to the world before the close of
probation. In 1843 and 1844, when
the first angel’s message sounded,
it was an announcement of judg-
ment. As Jesus—our High Priest—
moved from the Holy to the Most
Holy Place in the sanctuary in
heaven, the judgment of all who
had died in the hope of eternal life
began on October 22, 1844. But
these messages are now to be
repeated with a loud voice:

“The first and second messages
were given in 1843 and 1844, and we
are now under the proclamation of
the third; but all three of the mes-

sages are still to be proclaimed. It is
just as essential now as ever before
that they shall be repeated to those
who are seeking for the truth. By pen
and voice we are to sound the
proclamation, showing their order,
and the application of the prophecies
that bring us to the third angel’s
message. There cannot be a third
without the first and second. These
messages we are to give to the world
in publications, in discourses,
showing in the line of prophetic
history the things that have been and
the things that will be.” Selected
Messages, book 2, 104–105.

The judgment of the living will
begin when these messages are
again proclaimed to the world with
the power of the fourth angel of
Revelation, chapter 18. The seal of
God in the Seventh-day Sabbath
will be preached more fully in
accordance with Isaiah 58:13–14.
During the time of trouble foretold
in Daniel 12, the wicked will be
enraged, and the judgments of God
will fall on this wicked world.

“I saw that God had children
who do not see and keep the
Sabbath. They have not rejected
the light upon it. And at the
commencement of the time of
trouble, we were filled with the
Holy Ghost as we went forth and
proclaimed the Sabbath more
fully. This enraged the churches
and nominal Adventists1 as they
could not refute the Sabbath
truth. And at this time God’s
chosen all saw clearly that we had
the truth, and they came out and
endured the persecution with us.
I saw the sword, famine, pesti-
lence, and great confusion in the
land. The wicked thought that we
had brought the judgments upon
them, and they rose up and took
counsel to rid the earth of us,
thinking that then the evil would
be stayed.” Early Writings, 33–34.

The Second Angel’s Message

“And there followed another
angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is
fallen, that great city, because she
made all nations drink of the wine
of the wrath of her fornication.”
Revelation 14:8.

“The time of test is just upon us, for the loud cry of the third

angel has already begun in the revelation of the righteousness

of Christ.”
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The second angel’s message
will be repeated as the fourth
angel of Revelation 18:1–4 joins
the third angel’s message with the
power of the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit in the latter rain. Then
and only then will the loyal and
obedient Seventh-day Adventists
be revealed.

Those who rejected the first and
second angels’ messages in 1843
and 1844 went out into outer
darkness:

“I was shown in vision, and I
still believe, that there was a shut
door in 1844. All who saw the light
of the first and second angels’
messages and rejected that light,
were left in darkness. . . .

“Those who did not see the
light, had not the guilt of its
rejection. It was only the class who
had despised the light from heaven
that the Spirit of God could not
reach. And this class included, as I
have stated, both those who
refused to accept the message
when it was presented to them, and
also those who, having received it,
afterward renounced their faith.”
Selected Messages, book 1, 63–64.

The Third Angel’s Message

Now, the final warning—the
third angel’s message—will be
given to the world by faithful
Sabbath keepers:

“And the third angel followed
them, saying with a loud voice, If
any man worship the beast and his
image, and receive his mark in his
forehead, or in his hand, the same
shall drink of the wine of the wrath
of God, which is poured out
without mixture into the cup of his
indignation; and he shall be tor-
mented with fire and brimstone in
the presence of the holy angels, and
in the presence of the Lamb: and
the smoke of their torment
ascendeth up for ever and ever:
and they have no rest day nor
night, who worship the beast and
his image, and whosoever receiveth
the mark of his name. Here is the
patience of the saints: here are they
that keep the commandments of
God, and the faith of Jesus.”
Revelation 14:9–12.

Those who reject the third
angel’s warning message in this
final generation will also go out
into darkness. Probation closes for
all who refuse the experience of the
three angels’ messages, which
includes obedience to all of God’s
commandments by the power of
the Holy Spirit.

Only Two Classes

Satan’s greatest fear is that the
message of righteousness by faith
shall be presented to the world
both by precept and example. It is
this witness that will uplift obedi-
ence to the law of God by the
power of His Spirit.

“The thought that the righteous-
ness of Christ is imputed to us, not

because of any merit on our part,
but as a free gift from God, is a
precious thought. The enemy of
God and man is not willing that
this truth should be clearly pre-
sented; for he knows that if the
people receive it fully, his power
will be broken. If he can control
minds, so that doubt and unbelief
and darkness shall compose the
experience of those who claim to be
the children of God, he can overcome
them with temptation.” Review and
Herald, December 24, 1908.

“If we would have the spirit and
power of the third angel’s message,
we must present the law and the
gospel together, for they go hand in
hand. As a power from beneath is
stirring up the children of disobedi-
ence to make void the law of God,
and to trample upon the truth that
Christ is our righteousness, a
power from above is moving upon
the hearts of those who are loyal, to
exalt the law, and to lift up Jesus as
a complete Saviour. Unless divine
power is brought into the experi-
ence of the people of God, false

theories and ideas will take minds
captive, Christ and His righteous-
ness will be dropped out of the
experience of many, and their faith
will be without power or life.”
Gospel Workers, 161–162.

At this time every character will
be fully developed for good or for
evil:

“The warfare against God’s law,
which was begun in heaven, will be
continued until the end of time.
Every man will be tested. Obedi-
ence or disobedience is the ques-
tion to be decided by the whole
world. All will be called to choose
between the law of God and the
laws of men. Here the dividing line
will be drawn. There will be but
two classes. Every character will be

fully developed; and all will show
whether they have chosen the side
of loyalty or that of rebellion.” The
Desire of Ages, 763.

The remnant people of God,
those who have been loyal and
obedient to all truth, those who are
justified and sanctified, will be
caught up together with the
redeemed from all ages. The great
controversy will be over. The three
angels’ messages will have fulfilled
their great commission. The
remnant church and all the re-
deemed will be bound for
heaven—saved to enjoy eternity
with their Redeemer. !

References:
1 “Nominal Adventists—Those who united

in sounding the first and second angels’
messages but who rejected the third
angel’s message with its Sabbath truth,
but nonetheless continued to espouse the
Advent hope, are referred to by Mrs.
White as the ‘nominal Adventists,’ or
those who ‘reject the present truth’ (page
69), also ‘different parties of professed
Advent believers’ (page 124).  In our early
literature these people were also referred
to as ‘First-day Adventists.’ ” Early
Writings, 299.

Probation closes for all who refuse the experience of the three

angels’ messages, which includes obedience to all of God’s

commandments by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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ow is it that we can over-
come sin? We first need to
know that we can do it. But

then, somehow we need to know
how to do it. What happens too
often is that, if we do not know
how, we end up saying, “Well, it
must not be possible, because I
have not done it.”

Is there hope for sinners? Has
God given us the power by which
we can break the power of Satan in
our lives? The habits and sins? The
problem is that many people do not
want to overcome.

In fact, I am afraid that too
many of us want to find excuses
why we can continue to sin. “You
know, I am not going to be lost for
that. I can find forgiveness. I can
find salvation.” We find little
excuses one way or the other, and
we continue on. We do not want to
quit. It is hard to do something
when we do not want to do it.

Of course, God has a solution
even for that. In Thoughts From the
Mount of Blessing, 142, God says

M a r s h a l l  G r o s b o l l
that when we do not want to do it,
we should pray that God will make
us want to do it. Ask that He will
make us willing to be made willing.
If we are not even willing to be
made willing, there is no hope. We
have to be willing at least to trust
God enough that we are willing for
Him to make us willing.

There is hope. Matthew 1:21,
KJV, says, “Thou shalt call his
name JESUS: for he shall save his
people from their sins.” We find in
John 8:34, “Most assuredly, I say to
you”—Jesus did not want us to be
confused on this—“Most assuredly
(verily, verily), I say to you, who-
ever commits sin is a slave of
sin.”1 He is hopeless. He becomes a
slave. His emotions are enslaved.
His desires are enslaved. His
powers are enslaved. His being is
enslaved.

There is a chain and a slavery to
sin that no human being can break.
And the next verse says, “And a
slave does not abide in the house
forever.” Verse 35. Do not think

that you are going to remain in
God’s house forever as a slave of
sin. It will not happen.

We say, “Oh, you know, I’m a
Christian. I’m a part of God’s
family, God’s house. I know I have
not broken free from all my sins,
but I am sincere, and doing the best
I can.” However, this is what Jesus
is saying, “Don’t fool yourself. If it
is a sin that is impossible for you to
break, it is going to cause you to be
lost.” A slave does not abide in the
house forever. He is not a perma-
nent family member. It is only
family members that are getting to
heaven. “But a son abides forever.
Therefore if the Son makes you
free, you shall be free indeed.”
Verses 35–36. Dear friend, there is
power in the blood.

Too many of us, though, while
we may have known this truth,
have not experienced it, and
because we have not experienced
it, we have to find some way to
make our experience fit our theol-
ogy. Instead of changing our

H
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experience, too often we change
our theology.

There is power for each one.
Each one can be totally an over-
comer from sin. No one in this life
will ever overcome having tempta-
tions. All will be tempted. Jesus
was tempted. But we can all
overcome yielding to the tempta-
tion—even in our thoughts. We can
all overcome sin. 1 John 3:3 says,
“Everyone who has this hope in
Him purifies himself, just as He is
pure.”

“Oh,” someone says, “I know
that theoretically God cleanses my
sins, and I can be purified.” The
verse says, “Everyone who has
this hope in Him purifies himself,
just as He is pure.” I have a very
simple question to ask and that is,
How was Jesus pure? Was He
somehow declared pure in
heaven, forensically made pure in
heaven while in this life He went
on falling daily into sin? Is that
how Jesus was pure?—Oh,
blasphemy, you say.

Well, I am just reading the
text. The Bible says that we are to
become pure as He was pure.
Dear friend, Jesus was pure in His
actions and in His thinking. “You
know that He was manifested to
take away our sins, and in Him
there is no sin. Whoever abides in
Him does not sin. Whoever sins
has neither seen Him nor known
Him. Little children, let no one
deceive you.” Verses 5–7. When
the Bible says that, it means that
someone is going to try to deceive
you.

Now, if we believe the Bible, we
will be saved. If we disbelieve the
Bible, we are going to be lost. The
Bible gives a warning for a reason.
It says, “Don’t let anyone deceive
you on this point.” What point is it
talking about?—It is “he who
practices righteousness.” See verse
7. Do not be deceived or confused
on this point. It is not he who is
declared righteous that is right-
eous; it is he who practices right-
eousness that is righteous. The next
verse ties it off just to make sure
that we understand what he is
talking about. It says, He who sins

is not a born-again Christian who is
covered with Christ’s righteous-
ness. “He who sins is of the devil.”
Verse 8.

Maybe John was a legalist, but if
he was, so is the Holy Spirit and so
is God. But I will take that kind of
legalism. How about you? He who
sins is of the devil.

I was in the seminary some
years ago, and we had a seminary
speaker in one of our chapel
programs—one of the foremost
leaders in what has become known
as the New Theology. He had once
been a teacher and a dean there,
retired since, but he came back and
taught, a very nice person, a great
scholar and thinker. But he made a

very interesting, rather sarcastic
comment. He said, “Listen, I’m 78
years old, I have never been able to
overcome sin in all my life. Now, if
I have never been able to overcome
sin in my 78 years, how do you
think you are going to overcome
sin? It is impossible!” Thankfully,
he is not my example.

But, I must agree with him. It
was impossible for him. In the first
place because he did not think it
was possible, and God says, “All
things are possible to him who
believes.” Mark 9:23. It is impos-
sible to please God without faith,
and our faith cannot be based upon
feeling. Faith and feeling are two
different things. It cannot be based
upon what we have already
proved, because what we have
proved is not faith anymore. Faith
must be based upon the Word of
God. As we study God’s Word, we
pray, and we find that God is true.
We study the prophecies, and we
find they are true. We pray, we test
God by an experimental religion,
and we find out that what God says
is true. And because God is true

and we know that He is true, we
accept fully what He says—that we
can overcome sin completely—even
though we have never experienced
it. It is not until we come to that
place that we can experience it.
That is what faith is all about.

Seven Steps to Victory

I want to share seven steps that
I have found in the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy that God gives
to us to help us experience this
wonderful privilege.

1. Believe. The first step to
overcoming sin is that we must
believe that it is possible; and, dear
friend, if we do not believe it, then
we need to get our Bible and our

Spirit of Prophecy and begin to
study until we know what the
Word of God says. God is more
trustworthy than our past experi-
ence. Do we believe that? Do we
believe that our past experience is a
safe guide to go by? We may have
failed for 80 years. Yet, that is not a
safe guide to go by. That means we
have never done what God has told
us to do for 80 years.

We must believe the Word of
God. And if we do not believe that,
we need to come and say, Lord,
give me that faith. Help me to
believe what You say and to step
out on that faith.

2. Study. If we want to over-
come sin, we must study the Bible
and the Spirit of Prophecy. David
said, “Thy word have I hid in mine
heart, that I might not sin against
thee.” Psalm 119:11, KJV. We must
study the Word until it becomes a
part of us. I find that one of the best
ways of doing that is memorizing,
meditating—spending time with
the Word. I made a decision many
years ago that I was going to spend
an hour a day, at least, with His

Because God is true and we know that He is true, we accept

fully what He says—that we can overcome sin completely—

even though we have never experienced it.
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Word—the Bible—and the Spirit of
Prophecy, and I have tried to keep
that commitment. But it is a
struggle. Every day the devil tries
to keep me too busy to study the
Word, and I have to struggle to
find the time. But I want to tell you,
there is no other way.

It was by the Word of God that
Jesus rebuked Satan there in the
wilderness, “It is written. . . .” And
if any of us are seeking to be
victorious Christians and we are
not finding time every day with the
Word, we are fooling ourselves. It
will not happen. Now Satan may

let us go on in a state where we are
not doing anything bad, but we are
still his slaves. He can let us go on
in a tranquil way as church mem-
bers—as elders, Sabbath school
teachers, or deacons. He can let us
fulfill these offices. In fact, he
would rather we would fulfill those
offices even as his slaves. At the
critical moment he can make us
fall, and before the Lord comes we
will fall so badly that we will
completely give up.

Dear friend, study the Word of
God and make it a part of you. Do
not read any faster than you can
assimilate and comprehend. Do not
go beyond something you are
doing. If you read something you
should be doing, stop right there
until you are doing it and then go
on.

I should mention in that respect
though, that while it is important
that we spend time with the Word,
there is one way the Word can
become totally useless to us, and
that is if we are spending an equal
amount of time watching televi-
sion, or reading novels or short
stories. There can be no concord
between Christ and Belial; and dear
friends, it is not only important that

we read the Word of God, it is also
important that we quit reading the
words of Satan. It is written of John
the Baptist, “It was a lonely region
where he found his home. . . .
Uninterrupted by the clamor of the
world, he could here study the
lessons of nature, of revelation, and
of Providence. . . . He distrusted his
own power to withstand tempta-
tion, and shrank from constant
contact with sin, lest he should lose
the sense of its exceeding sinful-
ness.” The Desire of Ages, 101–102. If
that was true of John the Baptist,
how much truer it should be of us!

3. We Must Pray. All Chris-
tians—not only Seventh-day
Adventists—know the importance
of prayer. Have you ever met a
Christian that did not know that it
was important to pray? I have
never known one. The sad thing is
that for most of us this is theoreti-
cal knowledge. Most of us do not
pray. We have a ritual before every
meal, we have a ritual when we get
up and before going to bed. But as
for really seriously praying, we do
not do it.

I would like to challenge you.
When you go to bed, when you
have your goodnight prayer, look
at your watch when you kneel
down and when you get up. I
venture to say that most of us will
be very much surprised at how
far the second hand has traveled.
When I began to spend an hour or
two a day with the Word of God,
the Lord worked marvelously. I
found a new experience in read-
ing the Word every day for
almost ten years—through col-
lege, through four years at Loma
Linda University, in the army,
and then I began my internship in
Redding, Pennsylvania. All of a
sudden there was nothing more to

my reading, nothing more to my
study of the Word of God; some-
thing had happened. It was not
there as it used to be. What in the
world had happened? I thought
and thought. Finally it occurred
to me. The Lord revealed it to me.
I am studying, but I am not
praying except for the ritual. I
always prayed before opening the
Word of God, but as far as really
praying, it was not there. What
God did was to say that it was
time for me to have another
experience. And the Lord helped
me to have that experience; He
just took the meaning of the Word
away.

If God is not helping you read
the Word, there is not much there. I
said, “Lord, I am going to learn to
pray.” I began to set an hour aside
in the morning for prayer. I
thought, What will I do for an
hour? You do not know how long
an hour is in prayer until you try it.
I went out into the woods and
began to spend an hour every
morning in prayer. I said I would
do it if it killed me. It did not kill
me. An hour a day, an hour every
morning, “Lord, teach me to pray.”
I did not know much what to do in
prayer, but I began to pray, I began
to learn. I did that for about a year.
Since then I have tried to spend a
half-hour a day every morning in
prayer. Prayer needs to become as
natural as the breath of the soul.

We need to spend time, not time
while we are driving or doing
something else. I talk to people
who say, “I talk to God all day
long, while I am driving, while I
am rolling my hair, while I am
eating, when I am sleeping, I talk to
Him all day long.” You may talk to
Him all day long, but you need
some time when just you and He
are together on your knees—if you
can kneel. If you cannot, just kneel
in your heart. But you need some
time when just you and the Lord
are together alone.

4. Learn to Love. We must
learn to love other people. God is
interested in more than our not
stealing; He is interested in our
giving to the poor. He is inter-

There can be no concord between Christ and Belial; and dear

friends, it is not only important that we read the Word of God,

it is also important that we quit reading the words of Satan.
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ested in more than just that we do
not swear; He is interested that
we are praising God. We have to
go beyond not sinning to doing
what is right if we want to quit
sinning. You cannot live in a
vacuum. You cannot just not sin.

In Luke 11, Jesus said, “When
an unclean spirit goes out of a
man. . . .” Here Jesus is talking
about someone who has been
freed from sin. He has been an
alcoholic, he has been a tobacco
user, he has been an adulterer, he
has been a liar, he has been a
glutton, he has been whatever
else that is evil. But now, he has
been freed from sin. That is a
wonderful accomplishment. Oh,
praise God! The unclean spirit is
gone and his house is left clean.
And Jesus said, When he goes,
“he goes through dry places,
seeking rest; and finding none, he
says, ‘I will return to my house
from which I came.’ And when he
comes, he finds it swept and put
in order. Then he goes and takes
with him seven other spirits more
wicked than himself, and they
enter and dwell there; and the last
state of that man is worse than the
first.” Verses 24–26.

I want to tell you that God is not
in the business of taking sinless
people to heaven. He is that, but
they have to be more than sinless;
they have to be righteous.

This pulpit is a perfectly good
pulpit. It never sins, I never see it
sin, but God is not taking it to
heaven. We could go out and be a
hermit someplace, and I suppose
we might overcome as far as
outward deeds are concerned. But
God is not interested in merely
sinless people. He is interested in
righteous people, and the only way
we can overcome sin is to begin to
develop a character of love such as
Jesus had.

5. Exercise the Will. After doing
everything else—receiving power
from the Lord in our Bible study
and our prayer and after believing
God—we must then choose to do
what is right and refuse to do what
is wrong. We must exercise the
will.

“The pleasing fable that all there
is to do is to believe has destroyed
thousands. . . . Man is an intelli-
gent, accountable being; he is not to
be carried as a passive burden by
the Lord, but is to work in har-
mony with Christ. Man is to take
up his appointed work in striving
for glory, honor, and immortality.
God calls upon men for the use of
every talent He has lent them, the

exercise of every power He has
given; for man can never be saved
in disobedience and indolence.”
Review and Herald, April 1, 1890.

There is a striving that must be
done. You are not going to fall
into heaven. You may fall into
hell; but you are not going to fall
into heaven. There is a striving
that must take place. If you are
lazy, you need to find victory
over that.

The next week, she wrote, “As
they [Christians] see their defects,
they should seek the aid of the
Spirit of God to enable them to
have moral strength to resist the
temptations of Satan, and to reach
the perfection of the standard. . . .
Divine power will be combined
with their human effort, and
Satan cannot overcome them. . . .
God will work for His children,
but not without their cooperation.
They must have indomitable
energy.” Review and Herald, April
8, 1890.

Again, on June 10, 1890: “God
saw that it was impossible for man
to overcome in his own strength,
with his own feeble moral power;
yet man is required to exercise all
the capabilities and powers that God
has given him in order to over-
come.” (All emphasis supplied
unless otherwise noted.)

Now some people say, “Oh, yes,
we have to exercise our power to

read and pray, but after that God
does it all.” No, that is not right.
This statement says that we have to
exercise all our powers to over-
come. There is something man
must do. We have to refuse to sin—
by God’s help.

“And then he needs a higher
power, and help has been laid
upon One who is mighty to save.
Divine power may combine with

human effort, that through Jesus
man may stand free, a conqueror.
. . . Man may stand with the moral
image of God in his character; for
Jesus will give it to him.” Ibid.

What beautiful promises!
6. Health Reform. We must

practice health reform. Look with
me at Romans 12:1–2: “I beseech
you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that you present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable service. And do not be
conformed to this world.”

Look with me at Psalm 106:13–
15, the experience of the children of
Israel: “They soon forgot His
works; they did not wait for His
counsel, but lusted exceedingly in
the wilderness, and tested God in
the desert. And He gave them their
request, but sent leanness into their
soul.”

Dear friends, when the children
of Israel refused the health message
that God sent them, God allowed
them to go their way, but He sent
leanness into their souls. I want to
tell you that no one is going to be a
total overcomer until he accepts the
health reform message that God
has given for this people. We
cannot have part of God’s message
and reject the rest.

It is true enough we could eat
anything any way we wanted to,
and God could just miraculously

“Man is an intelligent, accountable being; he is not to be

carried as a passive burden by the Lord, but is to work in

harmony with Christ.”
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make us perfectly healthy in body,
mind and soul, but He is not going
to do it. He expects us to do
something to cleanse our blood
vessels, and to help our minds to
be strong and to have will power.
He expects us to be getting our
exercise, to be eating the right kind
of food. He expects us to follow the
principles He has given, for we
have to do all that we can do to
cooperate with Him.

7. Rejoice. We must rejoice
under trial—another way of saying
that we must surrender completely
to the Lord and trust Him with our
lives. You see, God knows us better

than we know ourselves, and He is
our Teacher. He knows just what it
is that will perfect within us a
Christian character.

Sometimes it is a little hard on
us. One of the ways God has of
getting us ready for heaven is
allowing us to go through some
tests and trials. But the only way
these tests and trials do us any
good is if we accept them cheer-
fully.

“Rejoice evermore. Pray with-
out ceasing. In every thing give
thanks: for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus concerning you.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16–18, KJV.

Dear friend, I have a question
for you. Are you obedient to the
Word? Have you learned to be a
joyful, cheerful Christian? Have
you yielded your life completely
and unreservedly to the Lord? Or,
have you set conditions upon
which you can be happy? Have
you set conditions which God
needs to fulfill, either spoken or
unspoken? Somewhere in the deep
recesses of your mind have you set
conditions upon the Lord? Or, have
you told the Lord, My life is Yours
completely?

If I get cancer, if I am doing the
best I can, then I am going to trust
You to either heal me or trust that it
is the best in Your will, and I am
going to be happy.

I am going to do the best I can
with my finances; I am going to
learn to sacrifice and to work as
Paul did. But, if after doing all that,
I end up a pauper, I am going to be
happy; I have done the best that I
could.

If I have a backache that is just
killing me, and I have done the best
I can to follow health principles, I
will pray to the Lord about it, and
after doing all the rest I can, and

yet, I still have a terrible backache
that just hangs on and on, I am
going to be happy. I am going to
say, Lord, it surely is painful, but
thank You. I praise Your name
because I know that all things work
together for good to them that love
the Lord, and dear Lord, I love
You, and I trust You, and I trust
that You are going to work this out
for good, too. Maybe You will take
it away tomorrow. Maybe it will
never be taken away, but whatever
it is, I trust You completely, and I
praise Your name for being the
Lord of my life.

Summary

Well, dear friends, let us review
these seven things very briefly: We
must believe. We must read the
Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy.
We must pray. We must love one
another. We must exercise our will.
We must practice health reform.
We must rejoice in the Lord.

We need to know these things
because some people think, “If I
just do this one thing, I will have
victory.” Then they do not have it,
and they wonder why. Maybe it is
because they are not doing some-

thing else. You see, the health of
our soul is like the health of our
body. Someone says, “If I just eat
the right kind of food, I will be
healthy.” But he finds out he is not
healthy because he is worrying all
the time, or he is not getting
enough sleep, or he is not getting
enough exercise. You know it takes
more than just good food to be
healthy. “Well, if I drink enough
water, I will be healthy.” Listen,
you can drink two gallons of water
a day, but you are not going to be
healthy if you are not eating the
right food, getting exercise and all
the other things, are you? So to be
healthy, you need to obey all the
laws of health.

Somebody says, “Well, I don’t
want to be a health reformer; I
will just read the Bible twice as
long and that will make up for it.”
Somebody else says, “Well, I
don’t want to be cheerful under
trial so I will just do more praying
and that will make up for it.” No,
friends, it takes every aspect to be
healthy—physically and spiritu-
ally. So, what we have done is to
look over the whole thing so that
you can see that maybe there is
one thing you are not doing in
your life. You may be doing
everything else, but there is
something you are not doing.

This is my question to you, Is
there one of these seven things that
is lacking in your life? Is there one
thing? I would like you right now
to make this practical. Look down
the list and see for yourself; has the
Holy Spirit impressed you that
there is one thing that you are not
doing? I would like you to put your
finger on that one, and I would like
you to commit yourself to the Lord,
and ask the Lord to help you
change that area of your life so that
you can be a victor. God will help
you. !

This article was adapted from a sermon
preached by the late Marshall Grosboll
while he was the director of the Institute
of Ministry in Wichita, Kansas.

1 All Scripture texts are taken from the
New King James Version unless other-
wise noted.

I am going to be happy. I am going to say, Lord, it surely is

painful, but thank You. I praise Your name because I know
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here are some Bible words so
familiar that we take for
granted their meaning—like

love, salvation and grace. It is easy
to think that these words cover
everything and everyone; yet, it is
surprising to find many professing
Christians actually limiting and
narrowing the act of God’s abun-
dant grace.

Let me put it to you up front.
God’s grace is being highlighted
today in a new, wonderful way
that makes it appear to be the basis
of all our spiritual and temporal
needs. Grace is presented as
forgiveness, tolerance, and compas-
sion—all stemming from the
justifying work of Jesus for us.

Our first reaction is to rejoice at
this good news, yet, what appears so
good is then actually limited by
rejecting the grace of God that
empowers us to live a sanctified life.

It is becoming more popular
when presenting the justifying
work of grace to downplay obedi-
ence and the specificity of God’s
commands, thus failing to recog-
nize that grace is equally available
and required for sanctified living,
the work of the Holy Spirit in the
life.

Sad to say, some even become
judgmental in declaring as legalists
all who recognize God’s grace as
foundational and equally appli-
cable to sanctification. In this they
cloud the work of grace in over-
coming sin as well as the need of

Abundant Grace!

E r n e s t  H .  J .  S t e e d

one’s faithfulness to all of God’s
Commandments.

When grace is seen only as a
justifying experience with God,
there is the tendency not only to
ignore but to reject the necessity of
grace for sanctified living. It was
the justifying work of Jesus that
provided and made sanctification a

reality, “for by one offering he hath
perfected for ever them that are
sanctified.” Hebrews 10:14; see also
verse 10.

In Romans 12:1–2 we see that
we must live a sanctified life,
which is possible only by grace: “I
beseech you therefore, brethren, by
the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service. And be not
conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that ye may prove what
is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God.”

It should now be obvious that our
righteousness—doing God’s will by
His grace—is the evidence that we
have been justified by grace.

But grace is not limited to
justification and sanctification. It
will be God’s act also for us in the
glorification experience. When we
face the disintegration of the world
around us—with mountains being
removed into the sea and the
heavens being on fire—God’s voice
to His people with His saving

message will help us stand as He
says, “My grace is sufficient for
thee.” 2 Corinthians 12:9.

Seventh-day Adventists have
been raised up to proclaim the
threefold nature of God’s grace to
all who will believe.

By His grace we have been saved
from the penalty of sin—the act of
justification; we are being saved from
the power of sin—grace for sancti-
fied living; and we shall soon be
saved from the presence of sin by
His grace as we are glorified like
unto His lovely person.

Surely God’s grace is abundant.
It is a deception of Satan to limit
grace when God is willing to
provide us both the title and fitness
through grace for a place in His
glorious kingdom. !

T

When grace is seen only as a justifying experience with God,

there is the tendency not only to ignore but to reject

the necessity of grace for sanctified living.
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Witnessing
to Roman
Catholics

hose professing the Roman
Catholic faith are said to be
now in excess of 1 billion

people—approximately one-sixth
of the world’s population. No other
denomination claiming to be
Christian comes even close to that
number. The second-largest
Christian denomination is the
Church of England. Worldwide
approximately 60 million people
claim to be Anglicans or Lutherans,
the second-largest group of Protes-
tants.

For Seventh-day Adventists,
all—Christians as well as non-
Christians—are an urgent mission
field because no other church
understands the gospel of the three
angels that is to go to every nation,
kindred, tongue, and people. None
other than the Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church knows that message, let
alone believes it or lives it!

The total number of people who
claim to be Christians worldwide is
close to 2 billion. That number
includes not only all the multitudi-
nous Protestant denominations, but
also the members of the various
Eastern Orthodox Churches, along
with Roman Catholics and other
branches of Catholicism. Every one
of these must hear the gospel
message.

Some of the most dedicated and
sincere people in the Christian
world are Roman Catholics. How
can we reach them?

Reaching Roman Catholics

The Seventh-day Adventist
Church has often been perceived as
anti-Roman Catholic. In one sense
that is true because we recognize
that the Roman Catholic system is
fearfully condemned in the Scrip-
tures as the antichrist of biblical
prophecy. Yet, faithful Seventh-day
Adventists, while eschewing the
errors of the Roman Catholic faith,
do not allow this to extend to the
adherents of the Catholic faith,
including their priests and prelates.
We recognize the mercy of God in
extending His grace, love and
salvation to all the human race.

“And it shall come to pass, that
whosoever shall call on the name of
the Lord shall be saved.” Acts 2:21.

Sister White attests to the
faithfulness of many Roman Catho-
lics:

“There are many among the
Catholics who live up to the light
they have far better than many who
claim to believe present truth, and
God will just as surely test and
prove them as He has tested and
proved us.” Evangelism, 144; see
also Counsels to Writers and Editors,
63.

Today, most of the Protestant
churches—their ministers and
members—deny the connection
between the Roman Church and
the antichrist. Many faithful
Seventh-day Adventists feel an

impelling burden to reach out to
Roman Catholics and to warn them
against the errors of the Papacy.

World Day of Youth: A Grand
Opportunity

The upcoming World Day of
Youth sponsored by the Roman
Catholic Church is to be held July
18–28, 2002, in Toronto, Ontario,
Canada. Some sources have pre-
dicted that approximately 2 million
Roman Catholic youth and older
people from around the world will
be gathering in Toronto. Even
though this may be higher than the
actual attendance, we know the
attendance will be very large. The
pope is expected to be there.

This gathering is seen as a very
important opportunity to reach out
to these youth, who, in their tender
years, may have the opportunity to
understand God’s true message
and His call upon their lives and
service. Many Protestant organiza-
tions are planning to be there to
witness their faith. But sadly, they
bring with them many errors, some
of them identical with those of the
Roman Catholic Church. Seventh-
day Adventists alone can bring to
these young people the wonderful
truths of the three angels’ messages
and the blessed hope of Christ’s
soon return.

Make no mistake about it, the
Roman Catholics are going to do
everything they can to protect their
young people against Protestant
literature.

One organization, Catholic
Answers, is planning to print huge
numbers of a 32-page booklet
called Pillars of Fire, Pillars of Truth
in an endeavor to counter any
material that is shared by Protes-
tants. Its president, Karl Keating,
has put out a 10-page letter to
Roman Catholics appealing for the
funds to scatter this material
among the young people converg-
ing on Toronto in July. Right at the
beginning he arrests the attention
of the reader of his appeal letter
with bold words proclaiming,
“Thousands of Catholic teen-agers
are in danger of losing their faith at
the pope’s ‘World Youth Day’ in

C o l i n  S t a n d i s h
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July.” He warns that this “anti-
Catholic propaganda” will cast
doubts on Catholic beliefs and
practices such as the Eucharist, the
mass, the Papacy, the priesthood,
confession, Marian beliefs, purga-
tory, the rosary, infant baptism, the
nature of salvation, prayer to the
saints . . . and much, much more.

There is no doubt that a great
alert will go forth to these youth to
beware of the Protestants who will
be disseminating their beliefs.
Keating warns against Chick
publications and also Christians
Evangelizing Catholics (CEC),
which he says is the foremost
fundamentalist group targeting
Catholics today. Samples are given
of the Protestant material, and
sadly, while this material is oppos-
ing Catholic error, it does so by
presenting Protestant error.

Therefore, Hartland Institute is
seeking to raise funds to provide
the best material to reach out to
these young people and other
visitors. Because we know we
cannot accomplish this goal with-
out the Holy Spirit’s guidance, we
have earnestly searched the counsel
of the Lord regarding how best to
present the precious truths to these
young people. We earnestly desire
to avoid developing any material
or approach which would present
the saving gospel to these young
people in a way that will unneces-
sarily offend them and turn them
away from precious truth.

We are preparing a very special
issue of Last Generation magazine.
This issue will present the truth in
a way in which there will be not
one thrust made against the Roman
Catholic faith, nor will it make any
mention of the pope. Yet, we
believe it will be a powerful
witness to God’s truth and a
thoughtful challenge to these
Catholic youth. We believe we are
following a wise pathway consis-
tent with the counsel of the Lord.

Guiding Principles

In his epistle to the Corinthians,
Paul presents a very important
principle: “Give none offence,
neither to the Jews, nor to the

Gentiles, nor to the church of God.”
1 Corinthians 10:32. Today we
would write, “Give none offence,
neither to the Protestants, nor to
the Roman Catholics, nor to those
of our own faith.”

Here are some of the inspired
statements of the servant of the
Lord which have molded the
philosophy and content of the
magazine:

“We should not, upon entering
a place, build up unnecessary
barriers between us and other
denominations, especially the
Catholics, so that they shall think
we are their avowed enemies. We
should not create a prejudice in
their minds unnecessarily, by
making a raid upon them. . . . From
that which God has shown me, a
great number will be saved from
among the Catholics.” Evangelism,
573–574.

“Let everyone bear in mind that
we are in no case to invite persecu-
tion. We are not to use harsh and
cutting words. Keep them out of
every article written, drop them out
of every address given. Let the
Word of God do the cutting, the
rebuking: let finite men hide and
abide in Jesus Christ. Let the spirit
of Christ appear. Let all be guarded
in their words, lest they place those
not of our faith in deadly opposi-
tion against us, and give Satan an
opportunity to use the unadvised
words to hedge up our way.

“There is to be a time of trouble
such as never was since there was a
nation. Our work is to study to
weed out of all our discourses
everything that savors of retaliation
and defiance and making a drive
against churches and individuals,
because this is not Christ’s way and
method.” Counsels to Writers and
Editors, 64.

For more counsel on how to
minister successfully to Roman
Catholics, see Testimonies, vol. 9,
239–244; Evangelism, 573–577.

Not a Moment to Lose

We have not a moment to lose
as we come to these final moments
of earth’s history. Let us think of
the challenge of helping Roman

Catholic youth to truly understand
the Word of God.

The material that Hartland is
developing is designed to be
attractive to Roman Catholic young
people, not to repel them. The
attractive title and the specifics of
the content of the magazine will
not be announced in advance, for
we have no desire to provide any
way for Satan to forestall the work
of God. I can assure you, however,
that the material will be unique
even to Seventh-day Adventists. It
represents an altogether new and
poignant way to place the message
of God before these precious young
people. We have chosen some of
the finest writers of truth in the
Seventh-day Adventist Church to
help us prepare the material. Many
of these writers are household
names among God’s faithful
people. They are gifted writers, and
we believe the Lord will use them
mightily to present the truth that
God has given us for the world.

By the way, all who have a
current subscription to Last Genera-
tion magazine will receive a copy of
this special edition when it is
released. The subscription copies
will be mailed out about the same
time as the Catholic World Day of
Youth rally is taking place.

The work of distributing this
special edition of Last Generation
will be led by two great warriors
for the spread of the literature
work: Brother David Lee, of
Philadelphia, and Brother Joseph
De Guerre, of New York.

How You Can Help

Your help is urgently needed for
this timely project:

• Please pray earnestly that God
will bless our ministry to these
Roman Catholic youth.

• If you desire to help distribute
this material in Toronto, please
contact us immediately.

• If you desire to help us reach
our goal of $200,000 (to cover
printing, transportation, and distri-
bution costs), please send your
contribution to: Hartland Institute,
Box 1, Rapidan, VA 22733, marked
“World Youth Day Project.” !



16 Our Firm Foundation

P
ho

to
: ©

 P
ho

to
D

is
c

World Religious Leaders
Flock to Pope

News Item: “Pope gathers
world faiths ‘to fend off dark
clouds of terrorism.’

“The leaders of most of
the word’s major faiths
carried lighted oil lamps
signifying their hopes for
global peace here as they
joined Pope John Paul II at a
ceremony marking the world day
of prayer.

“The pontiff was joined by
clerics of faiths ranging from
Christianity to Islam, Judaism,
Hinduism, Buddhism, and tradi-
tional African religions in a call for
an end to all war, terror and
violence at the gathering in Assisi.

“ ‘Violence never again! War
never again! Terrorism never
again!’ urged the pope, who had
invited religious leaders to the
birthplace of St Francis to pray for
peace following the September 11
terrorist attacks on the United
States.

“ ‘In God’s name, may all
religions bring upon earth justice
and peace, forgiveness, life and
love!’

“The pope told the 200 leaders
representing some 30 religions they
were gathered ‘to do our part in
fending off the dark clouds of
terrorism and armed conflict which
in these last few months have
grown particularly ominous on
humanity’s horizon.’

“The 81-year-old pope spoke
after a series of participants,
including a US rabbi and an
Egyptian imam, read a series of
‘testimonies for peace’ at the
opening of the conference.

“ ‘Listening to one another, we
believe that this itself is already a
sign of peace,’ said the pontiff.

“The lamps, lit at the end of the
ceremony by Franciscan monks,
were placed on a table in front of
the pope by a succession of leaders
in an assortment of religious garb,
from the black of the Orthodox
Church to the bright turbans of
Sikhs and yellow hues worn by
Shinto monks.

“The lamps were taken inside
the Basilica of St Francis, symbol of
reconciliation and brotherhood,
where they will form a permanent
fixture.

“The day of prayer was broken
by a simple vegetarian lunch for
the participants inside the
Franciscan convent.

“Earlier, leaders of the major
religions of Christianity, Islam and
Judaism were joined by Buddhists,
Sikhs, Hindus, Shintos, Jains,
African traditionalists, Confusians
and Zoroastrians, forming a kind of
religious ‘Noah’s Ark’ on a unique
train journey from the rarely-used
Vatican railway station to Assisi.”
Yahoo.com, January 25, 2002.

End-Time Perspective: “Papists,
Protestants, and worldlings will
alike accept the form of godliness
without the power, and they will
see in this union a grand move-
ment for the conversion of the
world and the ushering in of the
long-expected millennium.” The
Great Controversy, 588–589.

September 11 affected not just
the people of the U.S.A., but also
people all over the world. The
relative levels of security that
different faiths and governments
offer were shaken and shown to be
lacking in effectiveness for prevent-
ing violence and destruction. So
where do the leaders of these faiths
turn for help and leadership?—To
the beast power, just as our Lord
told us they would in Revelation
13:3–4: “And I saw one of his heads
as it were wounded to death; and
his deadly wound was healed: and
all the world wondered after the
beast. And they worshipped the
dragon which gave power unto the
beast: and they worshipped the beast,
saying, Who is like unto the beast?
who is able to make war with
him?” (All emphasis supplied
unless otherwise noted.)

Let us notice that the pope
gathered these leaders together,
and they came of their own free
will—not because of force or
coercions. Also note that the
“lamps were taken inside the
Basilica of St Francis,” where they
will stay. To whom do these
leaders look as the keeper of the
faith and the light?—The pope. Not
to the true God, who only can give
peace.

It is very interesting to notice in
these verses too, that the world
marveled and followed the beast,
but whom did they actually
worship?—The dragon, because
only through his power was the
beast able to have such a world-
wide influence.

We need to watch and pray
constantly that we discern what we
see and do so that we are not
deceived into “worshipping” the
very beings or things that we
should be resisting and recoiling
from. !
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rom time to time, we encoun-
ter those who assert that the
righteousness of Christ is

completely imputed to the believer
through faith, and thus the atone-
ment was completed once and for
all in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on
the cross.

Seventh-day Adventists, more
than any other people in history,
have proclaimed their total depen-
dence upon sola scriptura for their
doctrines of faith. We have declared,
“We have no creed but the Bible”;
“the Bible and the Bible only is our
basis of faith and practice.”

It will be recalled by some
readers that at the Council of Trent
the bishops vigorously dialogued
on the issue of salvation. A signifi-
cant minority of them urged the
acceptance of the Protestant
Reformational concept of a salva-
tion-by-justification-alone. But
ultimately the Council voted that
salvation was accomplished by
justification and sanctification. This
vote has led many “evangelical”
Seventh-day Adventists to declare
that our time-honored emphasis
upon a gospel which teaches
salvation by justification and
sanctification is Romanish and
Papal. This is a common accusation
against many who firmly believe
that the Bible teaches a saving
gospel that includes both justifica-
tion and sanctification.

C o l i n  S t a n d i s h
It is interesting to note that both

in the Old Testament and the New
Testament the words “sanctify”
and “sanctification” are used more
frequently than “justify” and
“justification.” I refer to this not to
minimize justification but to point
out that the gospel writers were
adherents to the importance of the
sanctified life in the gospel of
salvation. Now those people who
espouse principles of Lutheranism
and Calvinism would surely agree
that sanctification is a good prin-
ciple, but they would deny that
sanctification is a part of the gospel
of salvation.

One Seventh-day Adventist
author puts it this way: “The
subjective gospel (the imparted
righteousness of Christ) does not
contribute to our qualification for
heaven; it gives evidence of the
reality of Christ’s imputed right-
eousness in the life.” 1

We will see that Lutheran,
Evangelical, Presbyterian, and
Reformed churches have all
overlooked the plain words of
Scripture, as have many Seventh-
day Adventists.

The fundamental error that they
all make is to assert that sanctifica-
tion is a human process. If sanctifi-
cation were a human process then,
of course, they would be correct,
for how could we compare the
inadequate works of humans, even

the best human works, with the
perfect works of Jesus in the
salvational process? But as I have
stated, they have followed lock step
the Roman Catholic deceptive
understanding of sanctification,
which includes human works. In
contrast, the Bible is sufficiently
plain that no Seventh-day Adven-
tist needs to be deceived upon this
matter. Let us look at both of the
justification and sanctification
processes.

Justified By Grace Through
Faith

None of our readers should
need to be reminded that we are
justified by faith:

“Therefore being justified by
faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Romans 5:1.

Neither should I need to defend
the Bible’s emphasis upon the
blood sacrifice of Christ as the
foundation of our justification:

“Much more then, being now
justified by his blood, we shall be
saved from wrath through him.”
Romans 5:9.

Further, we can all agree that
salvation comes to the human race
through the grace of Christ rather
than by human works:

“For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: not

F

Justification and Sanctification: Two InseparablesJustification and Sanctification: Two Inseparables
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of works, lest any man should
boast. For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in
them.” Ephesians 2:8–10.

Placing these passages of
Scripture together, we deduce that
we are justified by grace through
faith in the blood of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.

Sanctified by Faith

What about sanctification? Are
the Roman Catholics right in
placing sacramental works as part
of the saving gospel? Or have they
ignored the plainest testimony of
Scripture? Is sanctification a human
(works) process, or does the
Scripture have a different answer?

Manifestly, the Scripture teaches
an entirely different understanding
of sanctification than does the
Roman Catholic Church. Jesus, in
His revelation to Paul on the road to
Damascus, made it plain that we are
not sanctified by human processes or
human works or the keeping of the
law. We are sanctified by the same
faith that is necessary for our justifi-
cation.

“To open their eyes, and to turn
them from darkness to light, and
from the power of Satan unto God,
that they may receive forgiveness
of sins, and inheritance among
them which are sanctified by faith
that is in me.” Acts 26:18. (All
emphasis supplied unless other-
wise noted.)

Paul’s writings are rich with
statements that declare that the
blood sacrifice of Jesus is not only
offered for the justification of the
human race, but also for our
sanctification:

“Wherefore Jesus also, that he
might sanctify the people with his own

blood, suffered without the gate.”
Hebrews 13:12.

“By the which will we are
sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all.”
Hebrews 10:10.

“Husbands, love your wives,
even as Christ also loved the church,
and gave himself for it; that he might
sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the word, that
he might present it to himself a
glorious church, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that
it should be holy and without
blemish.” Ephesians 5:25–27.

Paul also leaves us with no
doubt that Christ is not only the
center of our justification but also
of our sanctification: “But of him
are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God

is made unto us wisdom, and
righteousness [justification], and
sanctification, and redemption.”
1 Corinthians 1:30.

Justification and Sanctification
Inseparable

As Seventh-day Adventists we
are riveted upon the Scriptures for
our understanding of salvation—
not upon the Reformers, mighty
though they were. Coming out of
the depth of great ignorance and
apostasy, they can be forgiven for
the errors they made by accepting
the presuppositions of the Roman
Catholic Church as to the nature of
sanctification. But let us not, with
the advanced light that God has
shed upon His end-time people,
continue to make the same mis-
takes.

As we look at the New Testa-
ment writings it becomes very
evident that on many occasions the
principles of justification and
sanctification are “married”
together in the gospel:

“If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our
sins [justification], and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness
[sanctification].” 1 John 1:9.

“There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus [justification], who
walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit [sanctification].” Romans
8:1.

“Jesus answered, Verily, verily,
I say unto thee, Except a man be
born of water [justification] and of
the Spirit [sanctification], he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God.”
John 3:5.

Even in the Lord’s Prayer
justification and sanctification are
united together:

“And forgive us our debts
[justification], as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil
[sanctification]: For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever. Amen.” Matthew
6:12–13.

The most convincing evidence
of the vital role of both justification
and sanctification in human
salvation is provided in the very
last chapter of the last book of the
Bible when the final declaration is
made concerning the destiny of
the inhabitants of the world. If
Christ had taught a justification-
alone salvation, this solemn
declaration would, at the least, be
very confusing:

“He that is unjust, let him be
unjust still: and he which is filthy,
let him be filthy still: and he that is
righteous [justified], let him be
righteous [justified] still: and he
that is holy [sanctified], let him be
holy [sanctified] still.” Revelation
22:11.

How can any Christian overlook
Paul’s plain statement in his second
epistle to the Thessalonians?

“But we are bound to give
thanks alway to God for you,
brethren beloved of the Lord,
because God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation
through sanctification of the Spirit
and belief of the truth.”
2 Thessalonians 2:13.

As we look at the New Testament writings it becomes very

evident that on many occasions the principles of justification

and sanctification are “married” together in the gospel.
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Faith That Works

Seventh-day Adventists who
faithfully preach a saving gospel
that incorporates both our forgive-
ness and our spiritual restoration
eschew any legalistic, works-
centered process of salvation. It can
only be ignorance of the Word of
God—or possibly neglect—that
could lead to a negative reaction to
the inclusion of sanctification in the
gospel. Justification and sanctifica-
tion are equally wholly dependent
upon the merits of Jesus for our
salvation.

Who could have said it better
than did the servant of the Lord?

“While good works will not
save even one soul, yet it is impos-
sible for even one soul to be saved
without good works.” Selected
Messages, book 1, 377.

Sister White unfailingly sup-
ported the truth that our salvation
is only through the merits of Jesus
Christ. If human works could save
the human race—or even contrib-
ute to human salvation—the
sacrifice of Christ would have been
a tragic exercise in futility.

We might ask where human
effort comes into the salvational
process. We find the answer in
Hebrews, chapter 11. We call this
the “faith” chapter, but indeed, it
should be called more appropri-
ately, the “faith that works”
chapter. If Abel had not had faith
he would not have offered a “more
excellent sacrifice.” Verse 4. If
Enoch had not had faith, he would
not have “pleased God.” Verse 5. If
Noah had not had faith, he would
not have “prepared an ark.” Verse
7. If Abraham had not had faith, he
would not have left Ur of the
Chaldees nor been willing to
sacrifice his son. See verses 9, 17. If
Moses had not had faith, he would
not have chosen rather to “suffer
affliction with the people of God,
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin
for a season.” Verse 25.

Forensic Justification?

The concept of a forensic justifi-
cation by faith has not one trace of
support in Inspiration. Those who

propose a forensic, judicial, legal or
temporary justification do so apart
from Scriptural support.

Paul in his epistle to the Romans
made it plain that we must receive
grace and the gift of righteousness if
we would be saved in His kingdom:

“For if by one man’s offence
death reigned by one; much more
they which receive abundance of
grace and of the gift of righteous-
ness shall reign in life by one, Jesus
Christ.” Romans 5:17.

Here we see that though both
justification and sanctification are
the free gift of God through Christ,
there is a subjective element, which
though having no saving power,
nevertheless allows us to access
Christ’s all-sufficient provision for
our salvation.

Conditions are indeed man-
dated for receiving justification and
also sanctification:

“If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9.

Here we have a subjective
element. We must confess before
we can be forgiven or justified, as
well as cleansed or sanctified. We
certainly are not justified or sancti-
fied by these conditions, but we do
not receive the free gift of justifica-
tion and sanctification unless we
ask for forgiveness. The Bible
teachings do not allow any concept
of judicial, forensic, legal or tempo-
rary justification.

Sanctification and Holiness

Now let us briefly consider two
texts:

“Therefore we conclude that a
man is justified by faith without the
deeds of the law.” Romans 3:28.

“Even as David also describeth
the blessedness of the man, unto

whom God imputeth righteousness
without works.” Romans 4:6.

These certainly are powerful
texts. I fully agree that God’s life-
saving act of justification is accom-
plished through Jesus Christ on
behalf of the undeserving sinner.
That surely is a sound conclusion
from the two texts quoted above
and by many similar texts in Holy
Scripture.

These texts simply express the
conviction of those who believe in

the full-saving gospel of justifica-
tion and sanctification. We believe
it, however, by twice the measure
as do the so-called “evangelical”
Seventh-day Adventists, who
believe that there is justification
without the works of the law—for
they pervert the gospel by declar-
ing that sanctification is by human
works and efforts. Rather, those
human works and efforts are the
fruit of the Spirit. Thus, good works
are the inevitable results of the
sanctified life; they are not sanctifi-
cation. Sanctification is that work of
making the character holy:

“This I say then, Walk in the
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the
lust of the flesh. For the flesh
lusteth against the Spirit, and the
Spirit against the flesh: and these
are contrary the one to the other: so
that ye cannot do the things that ye
would. But if ye be led of the Spirit,
ye are not under the law.”
Galatians 5:16–18.

“But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meek-
ness, temperance: against such
there is no law. And they that are
Christ’s have crucified the flesh
with the affections and lusts.”
Galatians 5:22–24.

Those who deny or minimize
the place of sanctification in

We call this [Hebrews 11] the “faith” chapter, but indeed, it

should be called more appropriately, the “faith that works”

chapter.
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salvation should also give deep
consideration to the following
words of the Lord:

“Follow peace with all men, and
holiness [sanctification], without
which no man shall see the Lord:
looking diligently lest any man fail

of the grace of God; lest any root of
bitterness springing up trouble
you, and thereby many be defiled.”
Hebrews 12:14–15.

We must recognize that the root
from which the word holy [holi-
ness] is translated (hagios) is the
same root from which the word
sanctification is derived (hagiazo).

The Completed Atonement

How could the atonement
possibly have been completed at the
cross? I would urge the readers to

review the type in Leviticus,
chapter 16, where fifteen times the
word atonement is used. It will be
noted that this term is used for
every facet of the ministry from the
sacrifice to the administration of
the blood in the Holy of Holies.

Surely Christ’s priestly ministry,
which is so plainly presented in the
book of Hebrews, represents the
antitype of Leviticus 16:

“And almost all things are by
the law purged with blood; and
without shedding of blood is no
remission. It was therefore neces-
sary that the patterns of things in
the heavens should be purified
with these; but the heavenly things
themselves with better sacrifices
than these. For Christ is not entered
into the holy places made with

As Seventh-day Adventists, we have not followed cunningly

devised fables. We have followed the infallible words of Scrip-

ture.

hands, which are the figures of the
true; but into heaven itself, now to
appear in the presence of God for
us.” Hebrews 9:22–24.

I submit that as Seventh-day
Adventists, we have not followed
cunningly devised fables. We have
followed the infallible words of
Scripture. It is most important that
none of us neglect this great salva-
tion (see Hebrews 2:3), for it extends
far beyond theological debate into
the very fellowship of Jesus, our
Sacrifice and High Priest, who is
soon to return for His faithful people.
The acceptance of Biblical truths into
our lives will be the great divide
between the saved and the lost. !

For those desirous of exploring
these understandings further I
would offer three books which my
twin brother and I have written—
Adventism Vindicated, Deceptions of
the New Theology, and Evangelical
Dilemma. Available from Hope
International or Hartland Publica-
tions.

References:
1 Jack Sequeira, Beyond Belief, Pacific Press

Publishing Association, 1993, 36.

We are excited about our new brochure on “The Law of God.” This tract presents the Ten Commandments as
found in Exodus 20:2–17 in comparison with the Ten Commandments as changed by man. The simple gospel is
also presented to the readers, and they are encouraged to submit their request for a free copy of Final Conflict
Between Truth and Error, a free Bible course, and/or a free Panorama of Prophecy CD.

There are two ways you can distribute this brochure:
1) You can sponsor a bulk mailing to every home in a given postal route or ZIP code area, which is an excellent

tool to uplift the Law of God. The cost to send this colorful tract out,
including postage, will be about 20¢ each.

2) You may give out the brochures individually. Try sending
them with your bill payments, giving them out at flea markets and
fairs, or visiting your neighbors door-to-door. Order some today!

1-49 brochures: 20¢ each
Packets of 50: $5 per packet (10¢ each)
Cases of 500: $40 per case (8¢ each)
5000 or more: Please inquire.

If you need a free sample of this brochure, please contact us,
and we will be happy to send you one.

Catalog # TEHI-LOGO

See page 3 for shipping and sales-tax information.

The Law of God

Our Firm Foundation



21Volume 17, Number 6

Faith and Good WorksFaith and Good Works

erily, verily, I say unto
you, He that believeth on

me, the works that I do shall
he do also; and greater works than
these shall he do [through the grace
and power of Christ]; because I go
unto my Father. And whatsoever
ye shall ask in my name, that will I
do, that the Father may be glorified
in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing
in my name, I will do it. If ye love
me, keep my commandments.”
John 14:12–15. This promise was
spoken by lips that never deceived,
and we must take the pledged
Word of God and believe it, and act
upon it. We must receive His Word
as spoken to us; and if we regard it
thus, we shall come to the throne of
grace with full assurance of faith.

Many who profess to be chil-
dren of God have lost their simplic-
ity; there is no genuine faith in their
prayers, no confidence in the
promise that if we believe we shall
receive the thing we ask of Him.
But if we have this faith, we shall
not be disappointed; for God will
honor His Word. The Lord would
have us tell Him all our perplexi-
ties, and ask Him for those things
that we need. His promise is, “Ask,
and ye shall receive.” John 16:24.
God will give us the very things we
need. It is our privilege to ask, it is
God’s prerogative to know what is

E l l e n  G .  W h i t e
for our good, that receiving them
we may glorify His name by giving
of them to others.

We need to have more of Jesus,
and far less of self. We need a
childlike simplicity that will lead us
to tell the Lord all our wants, and
believe that according to His riches
and goodness and love He will
satisfy our needs. “If ye shall ask
any thing in my name,” He says, “I
will do it.” If you love Me, you will
show that love by keeping My
commandments. “And I will pray
the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he may
abide with you for ever; even the
Spirit of truth.” Verses 16–17.

The Comforter is promised only
as the Spirit of truth. There is no
comfort in a lie. The work of the
Comforter is to define and main-
tain the truth; and there should be
no worry lest the comfort will not
follow. The Holy Spirit first dwells
in the heart as the truth, and this
He does through the truth. The
world, said Christ, cannot receive
the Spirit of truth, “because it seeth
him not, neither knoweth him; but
ye know him; for he dwelleth with
you, and shall be in you.” Verse 17.

“He that hath my command-
ments, and keepeth them, he it is
that loveth me: and he that loveth
me shall be loved of my Father, and

I will love him, and will manifest
myself to him.” Verse 21. This is
the only true test of character. In
doing the will of God we give the
best evidence that we love God and
Jesus Christ whom He has sent.
The oft-repeated words of love for
God are of no value unless that
love is made manifest in the life
practice. Love for God is not a mere
sentiment; it is a living, working
power. The man who does the will
of his Father who is in heaven
shows to the world that he loves
God. The fruit of his love is seen in
good works.

“If thou shalt confess with thy
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved. For with the heart
man believeth unto righteousness;
and with the mouth confession is
made unto salvation.” Romans
10:9–10. This means more than an
assent to the truth that Christ came
into the world and died for the
salvation of the race. The under-
standing may be convinced, but the
text means more than this. It means
entire sincerity. It means faith,
intelligent faith, that will cling to
the Saviour as the only hope of a
fallen world. It means a faith that
will grasp the wonderful provision
made, and will engage the affec-
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tions and control the life, resting
upon the merit of a crucified and
risen Saviour. It means a faith that
works by love and purifies the
soul.

The apostle James saw that
dangers would arise in presenting
the subject of justification by faith,
and he labored to show that
genuine faith cannot exist without
corresponding works. The experi-
ence of Abraham is presented.
“Seest thou,” he says, “how faith
wrought with his works, and by
works was faith made perfect?”

James 2:22. Thus genuine faith does
a genuine work in the believer.
Faith and obedience bring a solid,
valuable experience.

There is a belief that is not a
saving faith. The Word declares
that the devils believe and
tremble. See verse 19. The so-
called faith that does not work by
love and purify the soul will not
justify any man. “Ye see then,”
says the apostle, “how that by
works a man is justified, and not
by faith only.” Verse 24. Abraham
believed God. How do we know
that he believed? His works
testified to the character of his
faith, and his faith was accounted
to him for righteousness.

We need the faith of Abraham
in our day, to lighten the darkness
that gathers around us, shutting
out the sweet sunlight of God’s
love, and dwarfing spiritual
growth. Our faith should be prolific
of good works; for faith without
works is dead. See verses 20, 26.
Every duty performed, every
sacrifice made in the name of Jesus,
brings an exceeding great reward.
In the very act of duty, God speaks
and gives His blessing.

“Being justified freely by his
grace,” the apostle Paul says,

“through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus: whom God hath set
forth to be a propitiation through
faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousness for the remission of
sins that are past, through the
forbearance of God; to declare, I
say, at this time his righteousness:
that he might be just, and the
justifier of him which believeth in
Jesus.” Romans 3:24–26.

Here the truth is laid out in
plain lines. This mercy and good-
ness is wholly undeserved. The
grace of Christ is freely to justify

the sinner without merit or claim
on his part. Justification is a full,
complete pardon of sin. The
moment a sinner accepts Christ by
faith, that moment he is pardoned.
The righteousness of Christ is
imputed to him, and he is no more
to doubt God’s forgiving grace.

There is nothing in faith that
makes it our saviour. Faith cannot
remove our guilt. Christ is the
power of God unto salvation to all
them that believe. The justifica-
tion comes through the merits of
Jesus Christ. He has paid the
price for the sinner’s redemption.
Yet it is only through faith in His
blood that Jesus can justify the
believer.

The sinner cannot depend upon
his own good works as a means of
justification. He must come to the
point where he will renounce all
his sin, and embrace one degree of
light after another, as it shines
upon his pathway. He simply
grasps by faith the free and ample
provision made in the blood of
Christ. He believes the promises of
God which through Christ are
made unto him sanctification and
righteousness and redemption.
And if he follows Jesus, he will
walk humbly in the light, rejoicing

in the light, and diffusing that light
to others. Being justified by faith he
carries cheerfulness with him in his
obedience in all his life. Peace with
God is the result of what Christ is
to him. The souls who are in
subordination to God, who honor
Him, and are doers of His Word,
will receive divine enlightenment.
In the precious Word of God, there
is purity and loftiness as well as
beauty that, unless assisted by God,
the highest powers of man cannot
attain to.

Faith earns nothing for us; it is
the gift of God, which we may
receive and cherish by making
Christ our personal Saviour. We
may refuse the gift, and talk
doubts, and become unhappy by
cherishing unbelief. But this will
grow into an impassable barrier,
shutting us away from the Spirit of
God, and closing our hearts to His
light and His love. Thus we dis-
honor God, and make of none
effect to us the priceless Sacrifice.
We give Satan an opportunity to
triumph over us, when we might
triumph over him.

We are none of us excusable,
under any form of trial, for letting
our hold upon God become loos-
ened. Although the compassion of
man may fail, still God loves and
pities, and reaches out His helping
hand. God’s everlasting arms
encircle the soul that turns to Him
for aid. He is our source of
strength, or stronghold in every
trial. When we cry unto Him for
help, His hand will be stretched
forth mightily to save. In earnest
resolution and prayer to God for
the help we need, we shall find
strength. God loves to have His
children ask Him, and trust Him to
do for them those things which
they cannot do for themselves.
Then let us heed the voice of Him
who spoke as never man spake:
“Whatsoever ye shall ask in my
name, that will I do, that the Father
may be glorified in the Son. If ye
shall ask any thing in my name, I
will do it. If ye love me, keep my
commandments.” !

Signs of the Times, May 19, 1898.

“Abraham believed God. How do we know that he believed?

His works testified to the character of his faith, and his faith

was accounted to him for righteousness.”
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1JS: Ephesians 2:8–10.
Salvation is a gift from God.

2JS: John 3:3.
To receive salvation we must be
born again.

3JS: 2 Peter 1:3–4.
We receive Jesus’ divine nature
through the promises.

4JS: John 6:53, 63.
The divine nature needs daily
nourishment.

5JS: Romans 6:4–6.
To walk in newness of life, we
must crucify our old sinful
habits.

6JS: 1 John 3:4.
Sin is the transgression of the
law.

7JS: James 2:10–12.
If we have been born again, we
will live according to the “law of
liberty.”

8JS: Romans 8:2–6, 13.
We can have victory over sin
through Christ living in us.

9JS: Hebrews 4:15–16.
We can live victoriously over sin,
just as Jesus did.

Bible Marking

“Sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts: and be ready always to give
an answer to every man that asketh
you a reason of the hope that is in
you with meekness and fear.”
1 Peter 3:15. We need to be able to
give an answer for our faith.
Marking your Bible can give you
the edge you need. It takes work,
but the rewards are worth all the
effort.

We pray that you will be blessed
by these studies. As you mark them,
may you be encouraged to spend
more time in God’s Word and to
search out the hidden things of
God. Always be sure to look for
opportunities to share them with
others.

The Editors

Bible Marking Directions

• On a blank page in the front
or back of your Bible, write the
study title, the code, and the first
reference. This month’s entry
would appear as follows:

Justification and Sanctifica-
tion, 1JS: Ephesians 4:8.

• Turn to the first verse and
write the comment (if you wish
to use the comments), and the
next reference in the margin near
it. If the comment is long, you
can write it at the top or bottom
of the page, with an asterisk or
the code of the study to refer you
to it.

• Turn to the next text and re-
peat the process until you reach
the end. Beside the last text,
write “End JS.”

• Go through the study to
check for broken links.

• Share the study with others!

The plan of salvation includes a two-fold process referred to as
Justification and Sanctification. Though these are big words—
representing large concepts—God has made everything pertaining to
our salvation so simple that even a little child may understand.
Therefore, in just sixteen points, we may present this essential doctrine
to those whom the Lord brings across our path.

P
ho

to
: ©

 C
or

bi
s

10JS: Hebrews 2:11, 14–18.
Because Jesus overcame tempta-
tion, He can deliver us from it
too.

11JS: Hebrews 8:10.
When we are born again and
receive the divine nature, God
writes His law in our hearts.

12JS: John 14:15.
It is love for God that prompts us
to keep His law.

13JS: 1 John 5:3–4.
Keeping God’s commandments is
not a burden if we truly love
Him.

14JS: Matthew 7:21–23.
Doing wonderful works will not
be any help in the judgment for
those who neglect to keep the
law.

15JS: Ecclesiastes 12:13–14.
Loving God with our whole
being and our neighbors as
ourselves is the “whole duty of
man.” See also Matthew 22:37–40.

16JS: Revelation 22:14.
Only those who are born again
and through the divine nature
keep His commandments will
enter the Holy City. !

Justification and Sanctification

Code: JS
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Romans 3 and
Salvation

T h e  E d i t o r s

I

A comment by William
Tyndale on Romans 3:31,
taken from his 1534
translation of the New
Testament in English

Romans 3 and
Salvation

T h e  E d i t o r s
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n the ongoing discussion of
righteousness by faith, there is a
problem that hinders many from

coming to a full understanding of
the issue. Many place faith in
opposition to works, or vice versa;
however, we believe that faith and
works are necessary for a walk
with our Lord that leads to an
entrance into heaven.

It is very evident from Scripture
that we are judged by our works:
“Be not deceived: neither fornica-
tors, nor idolaters, nor adulterers,
nor effeminate, nor abusers of
themselves with mankind, nor
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk-
ards, nor revilers, nor extortioners,
shall inherit the kingdom of God.
And such were some of you: but ye
are washed, but ye are sanctified,
but ye are justified in the name of
the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of
our God.” 1 Corinthians 6:9–11. Yet
we are to live by faith: “For therein
[the gospel] is the righteousness of
God revealed from faith to faith: as
it is written, The just shall live by
faith.” Romans 1:17.

If we continually contrast faith
and works, trying to determine
which is more important, we will
become unbalanced. A person who
has lost his balance will soon fall.

We will see that Romans 3:21–24
makes it clear that we are justified
freely, by grace, through Jesus.

As the chapter closes, Paul
makes the connection of faith to the
law and works in verse 31.

Romans 3:19–31
19 Now we know that what

things soever the law saith, it saith
to them who are under the law:
that every mouth may be stopped,
and all the world may become
guilty before God.

20 Therefore by the deeds of the
law there shall no flesh be justified
in his sight: for by the law is the
knowledge of sin.

21 But now the righteousness of
God without the law is manifested,
being witnessed by the law and the
prophets;

22 Even the righteousness of God
which is by faith of Jesus Christ
unto all and upon all them that
believe: for there is no difference:

23 For all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God;

24 Being justified freely by his
grace through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus:

25 Whom God hath set forth to
be a propitiation through faith in
his blood, to declare his righteous-

ness for the remission of sins that
are past, through the forbearance of
God;

26 To declare, I say, at this time
his righteousness: that he might be
just, and the justifier of him which
believeth in Jesus.

27 Where is boasting then? It is
excluded. By what law? of works?
Nay: but by the law of faith.

28 Therefore we conclude that a
man is justified by faith without the
deeds of the law.

29 Is he the God of the Jews only?
is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes,
of the Gentiles also:

30 Seeing it is one God, which
shall justify the circumcision by
faith, and uncircumcision through
faith.

31 Do we then make void the law
through faith? God forbid: yea, we
establish the law.

Inspired Comments

There are many jewels to be
found in the comments of Inspira-
tion on this vital topic. The follow-
ing comments related to Romans
3:19–31—all by Ellen White and
taken from The Seventh-day Adven-
tist Bible Commentary, vol. 6—are no
exception.

The Editors
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Tattered Shreds and Bewitch-
ing Lies—See verse 19.

“The whole world stands
condemned before the great moral
standard of righteousness. In the
great day of judgment every soul
that has lived on the earth will
receive sentence in accordance as to
whether his deeds have been good
or evil in the light of the law of
God. Every mouth will be stopped
as the cross with its dying Victim
shall be presented, and its real
bearing shall be seen by every
mind that has been sin blinded and
corrupted. Sinners will stand
condemned before the cross, with
its mysterious Victim bowing
beneath the infinite burden of
human transgression. How quickly
will be swept away every subter-
fuge, every lying excuse! Human
apostasy will appear in its heinous
character. Men will see what their
choice has been. They will then
understand that they have chosen
Barabbas instead of Christ, the
Prince of Peace.

“The mystery of the Incarnation
and the Crucifixion will be plainly
discerned; for it will be presented
before the mind’s eye, and every
condemned soul will read what has
been the character of his rejection
of truth. All will understand that they
have erred from the truth by receiving
the misinterpretations and bewitching
lies of Satan instead of ‘every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God.’ Matthew 4:4. They read the
announcement, ‘Thou, O man, hast
chosen to stand under the banner
of the great rebel, Satan, and in so
doing thou hast destroyed thyself.’
Whatever may have been the
endowment of talent, whatever
may have been the supposed
wisdom, the rejecter of truth has
then no ability to turn unto God.
The door is shut, as was the door of
the ark in Noah’s day.” Signs of the
Times, March 7, 1895. (All emphasis
supplied unless otherwise noted.)

The Law Cannot Cleanse
You—See verses 19–28.

“I would call on all who would
win heaven, to take warning. Do

not devote your precious proba-
tionary time to sewing together fig
leaves to cover the nakedness
which is the result of sin. As you
look into the Lord’s great moral
looking glass, His holy law, His
standard of character, do not for a
moment suppose that it can cleanse
you. There are no saving properties in
the law. It cannot pardon the trans-
gressor. The penalty must be
exacted. The Lord does not save
sinners by abolishing His law, the
foundation of His government in

heaven and in earth. The punish-
ment has been endured by the
sinner’s substitute. Not that God is
cruel and merciless, and Christ so
merciful that He died on Calvary’s
cross to abolish a law so arbitrary
that it needed to be extinguished,
crucified between two thieves. The
throne of God must not bear one
stain of crime, one taint of sin. In
the councils of heaven, before the
world was created, the Father and
the Son covenanted together that if
man proved disloyal to God,
Christ, one with the Father, would
take the place of the transgressor,
and suffer the penalty of justice
that must fall upon him.” Manu-
script 145, 1897.

“As the penitent sinner, contrite
before God, discerns Christ’s
atonement in his behalf, and
accepts this atonement as his only
hope in this life and the future life,
his sins are pardoned. This is
justification by faith. Every believing
soul is to conform his will entirely
to God’s will, and keep in a state of
repentance and contrition, exercis-
ing faith in the atoning merits of
the Redeemer and advancing from
strength to strength, from glory to
glory.

“Pardon and justification are one
and the same thing. Through faith,

the believer passes from the
position of a rebel, a child of sin
and Satan, to the position of a loyal
subject of Christ Jesus, not because
of an inherent goodness, but
because Christ receives him as His
child by adoption. The sinner
receives the forgiveness of his sins,
because these sins are borne by his
Substitute and Surety. The Lord
speaks to His heavenly Father,
saying: ‘This is My child. I reprieve
him from the condemnation of
death, giving him My life insurance

policy—eternal life—because I
have taken his place and have
suffered for his sins. He is even My
beloved son.’ Thus man, pardoned,
and clothed with the beautiful
garments of Christ’s righteousness,
stands faultless before God.

“The sinner may err, but he is
not cast off without mercy. His
only hope, however, is repentance
toward God and faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ. It is the Father’s
prerogative to forgive our trans-
gressions and sins, because Christ
has taken upon Himself our guilt
and reprieved us, imputing to us
His own righteousness. His sacri-
fice satisfies fully the demands of
justice.

“Justification is the opposite of
condemnation. God’s boundless
mercy is exercised toward those who
are wholly undeserving. He forgives
transgressions and sins for the sake
of Jesus, who has become the
propitiation for our sins. Through
faith in Christ, the guilty transgressor
is brought into favor with God and
into the strong hope of life eternal.”
Manuscript 21, 1891.

Your Works Cannot Save You—
See verses 20–31.

“Let no one take the limited,
narrow position that any of the works

“Through faith in Christ, the guilty transgressor is brought into

favor with God and into the strong hope of life eternal.”
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of man can help in the least possible
way to liquidate the debt of his
transgression. This is a fatal deception.
If you would understand it, you
must cease haggling over your pet
ideas, and with humble hearts
survey the atonement.

“This matter is so dimly com-
prehended that thousands upon
thousands claiming to be sons of God
are children of the wicked one, because
they will depend on their own works.
God always demanded good
works, the law demands it, but
because man placed himself in sin
where his good works were value-

less, Jesus’ righteousness alone can
avail. Christ is able to save to the
uttermost because He ever liveth to
make intercession for us.

“All that man can possibly do
toward his own salvation is to
accept the invitation, ‘Whosoever
will, let him take the water of life
freely.’ Revelation 22:17. No sin can
be committed by man for which
satisfaction has not been met on
Calvary. Thus the cross, in earnest
appeals, continually proffers to the
sinner a thorough expiation.”
Manuscript 50, 1900.

The Evidence of a Living
Church—See verses 19–28.

“Justification by faith in Christ
will be made manifest in transfor-
mation of character. This is the sign
to the world of the truth of the doc-
trines we profess. The daily evidence
that we are a living church is seen in
the fact that we are practicing the
Word. A living testimony goes forth
to the world in consistent Christian
action.

“It declares to a world aposta-
tized that there is a people who
believe that our safety is in
clinging to the Bible. This testi-
mony is in unmistakable distinc-

tion from that of the great apos-
tate church, which adopts human
wisdom and authority in place of
the wisdom and authority of
God.” Letter 83, 1896.

The Mingling of Judgment and
Mercy—See verses 24–26.

“As the bow in the cloud is
formed by the union of the
sunlight and the shower, so the
rainbow encircling the throne
represents the combined power of
mercy and justice. It is not justice
alone that is to be maintained; for
this would eclipse the glory of the

rainbow of promise above the
throne; man could see only the
penalty of the law. Were there no
justice, no penalty, there would
be no stability to the government
of God.

“It is the mingling of judgment
and mercy that makes salvation full
and complete. It is the blending of
the two that leads us, as we view
the world’s Redeemer and the law
of Jehovah, to exclaim, ‘Thy gentle-
ness hath made me great.’ Psalm
18:35. We know that the gospel is a
perfect and complete system,
revealing the immutability of the
law of God. It inspires the heart
with hope, and with love for God.
Mercy invites us to enter through
the gates into the city of God, and
justice is sacrificed to accord to
every obedient soul full privileges
as a member of the royal family, a
child of the heavenly King.

“If we were defective in character,
we could not pass the gates that
mercy has opened to the obedient; for
justice stands at the entrance, and
demands holiness, purity, in all who
would see God. Were justice ex-
tinct, and were it possible for
divine mercy to open the gates to
the whole race, irrespective of

character, there would be a worse
condition of disaffection and
rebellion in heaven than before
Satan was expelled. The peace,
happiness, and harmony of
heaven would be broken up. The
change from earth to heaven will not
change men’s characters; the happi-
ness of the redeemed in heaven
results from the characters formed in
this life, after the image of Christ.
The saints in heaven will first
have been saints on earth.

“The salvation that Christ made
such a sacrifice to gain for man, is
that which is alone of value, that
which saves from sin—the cause of
all the misery and woe in our
world. Mercy extended to the
sinner is constantly drawing him to
Jesus. If he responds, coming in
penitence with confession, in faith
laying hold of the hope set before
him in the gospel, God will not
despise the broken and contrite
heart. Thus the law of God is not
weakened, but the power of sin is
broken, and the scepter of mercy is
extended to the penitent sinner.”
Letter 1f, 1890.

Defining the Minute Points—
See verses 24–28.

“Many commit the error of
trying to define minutely the fine
points of distinction between
justification and sanctification. Into
the definitions of these two terms
they often bring their own ideas
and speculations. Why try to be
more minute than is Inspiration on
the vital question of righteousness
by faith? Why try to work out
every minute point, as if the
salvation of the soul depended
upon all having exactly your
understanding of this matter? All
cannot see in the same line of
vision.” Manuscript 21, 1891.

The Faith That Saves—See
verse 31.

“The gospel of good news was
not to be interpreted as allowing
men to live in continued rebellion
against God by transgressing His
just and holy law. Why cannot those
who claim to understand the Scrip-
tures, see that God’s requirement

“If we were defective in character, we could not pass the gates

that mercy has opened to the obedient; for justice stands at

the entrance, and demands holiness, purity, in all who would

see God.”
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under grace is just the same He made
in Eden—perfect obedience to His law.
In the judgment, God will ask those
who profess to be Christians, Why
did you claim to believe in My Son,
and continue to transgress My law?
Who required this at your hands—
to trample upon My rules of
righteousness? ‘Behold, to obey is
better than sacrifice, and to hearken
than the fat of rams.’ 1 Samuel
15:22. The gospel of the New
Testament is not the Old Testament
standard lowered to meet the
sinner and save him in his sins. God
requires of all His subjects obedience,
entire obedience to all His command-
ments. He demands now as ever
perfect righteousness as the only title
to heaven. Christ is our hope and
our refuge. His righteousness is
imputed only to the obedient. Let
us accept it through faith, that the
Father shall find in us no sin. But
those who have trampled on the
holy law will have no right to claim
that righteousness. Oh that we
might view the immensity of the
plan of salvation as obedient
children to all God’s requirements,

believing that we have peace with
God through Jesus Christ, our
atoning sacrifice!” Review and
Herald, September 21, 1886.

“The faith in Christ which
saves the soul is not what it is
represented to be by many.
‘Believe, believe,’ is their cry;
‘only believe in Christ, and you
will be saved. It is all you have to
do.’ While true faith trusts wholly
in Christ for salvation, it will lead

to perfect conformity to the law of
God. Faith is manifested by
works. And the apostle John
declares, ‘He that saith, I know
him, and keepeth not his com-
mandments, is a liar.’ 1 John 2:4.”
Review and Herald, October 5,
1886.

Exalting God and His Law—See
verse 31.

“The enemy has ever labored to
disconnect the law and the gospel.
They go hand in hand.” Manuscript
11, 1893.

“We honor both the Father and
the Son when we talk about the law.
The Father gave us the law, and the
Son died to magnify it and make it
honorable.” Manuscript 5, 1885.

“It is impossible for us to exalt
the law of Jehovah unless we take
hold of the righteousness of Jesus
Christ.” Manuscript 5, 1889.

“The law of Jehovah is the tree,
the gospel is the fragrant blossoms
and fruit which it bears.” Letter
119, 1897. !

“While true faith trusts wholly in Christ for salvation, it will

lead to perfect conformity to the law of God.”

Empowered Living
Jim Hohnberger
Pacific Press

Author and speaker Jim Hohnberger guarantees that if you read
and actually implement the relationship principles in this 12-week
plan, you will have a changed life, a changed marriage, and a
changed family.

Scores of Christians are discovering the power of the gospel in
their everyday lives for the first time through Jim Hohnberger’s
bestselling book, Escape to God. Now Jim takes the principles of
walking with God that he has learned and, through sharing the

testimonies of individuals he and his wife have counseled over the years, provides a practical
plan for change in Empowered Living.

Each chapter uses a case study from Jim and Sally’s counseling files to illustrate a relational
problem and solution. There are goals to implement, as well as daily prayer and reflection
activities to help you apply the principles gleaned from the case studies to your situation.

Paperback, 303 pages, 2002
Catalog # BEHJ-ELIV
Sale Price: $12.99 (Regular Price: $14.99)

See page 3 for shipping and sales-tax information.
Sale ends June 30.
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e who “worketh all things
after the counsel of his own
will” (Ephesians 1:11) is the

rightful Ruler of the universe. He is
qualified to rule; and where God is
permitted to be in His rightful
place, there His kingdom is estab-

lished. He dwells not only in the
“high and holy place” (Isaiah
57:15), but in the hearts of the loyal
subjects as well. The heart of every
loyal subject is God’s throne, where
His law—which is the foundation
of His throne—is the rule of action
in all His subjects. No one less than
the Creator is qualified to be such a
Ruler.

Lucifer’s desire to occupy the
place of God resulted in his rob-
bing God of the place to rule in
Lucifer’s heart. In doing this, to
that extent he dethroned the King
of the universe. Every effort of his
life and every energy of his being
from the time of his fall has been to
this one end. By his deception and
artful cunning he put himself in the
place of God in the hearts of Adam
and Eve, thus carrying out his
purpose as far as this earth and its

No Place For Sin

E .  K .  S l a d e
subjects are concerned. When
Christ came to rescue the subjects
and their kingdom from the rival
ruler, Satan tempted Christ to the
end that even the King of kings
might give up the throne, and give
place to him who rules to ruin.

The gospel, the “mystery of
godliness” (1 Timothy 3:16), is
God’s plan through Jesus Christ for
rescuing His subjects and regaining
His throne. “Christ in you, the
hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27),
the union wrought by the gospel, is
but the enthroning of God in the
hearts of His children, thus making
them fit subjects for His kingdom.

To the same end—the dethron-
ing of God and the defeating of His
purpose—as in the temptation of
the two Adams, a false gospel is
instituted, known as the “mystery
of iniquity.” 2 Thessalonians 2:7.
Purporting to be the true way of
salvation, its work and end are in
keeping with the nature and
purpose of its author, as seen in his
fall in heaven, and as stated by the
prophet, in the following words:
“And that man of sin be revealed,

the son of perdition; who opposeth
and exalteth himself above all that
is called God, or that is worshiped;
so that he as God sitteth in the
temple of God, shewing himself
that he is God.” Verses 3–4. What
has been said and done by this
pretended gospel is understood by
all. From the system of personal
penance to the blasphemous claims
of the pope, the purpose of the
rival ruler—seeking to be in the
place of God—is clearly seen. In
that great struggle when Satan calls
to his aid all his host of followers,
in whose lives he occupies the
place of ruler, he has this one
purpose in view, to sit in the seat of
God.

Because of the purpose of the
rival ruler, which is to rule and
ruin, these words from the rightful
Ruler come with special force:
“Neither give place to the devil.”
Ephesians 4:27. To cherish any one
thing out of harmony with the law
of God, or not to permit Him to fill
the heart with the fullness of His
Life, is to give place to the devil,
and to that extent dethrone God.
He is robbed of that much of His
realm, inasmuch as He is not
permitted to have His place and
way in us. He has no place for sin.
His fullness is to fill all, and the
place that He is not permitted to fill
shall “come to nought.” Job 8:22.

In the plan of God no place
whatever is provided for sin or
sinners. When Satan and his angels

To cherish any one thing out of harmony with the law of God,

or not to permit Him to fill the heart with the fullness of His

Life, is to give place to the devil, and to that extent dethrone

God.

H
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rebelled in heaven, it is stated that
they were cast out; “neither was
their place found any more in
heaven.” Revelation 12:8. When
Adam and Eve sinned, they were
driven out of the garden, the place
especially prepared for them. In all
the course of time since the Fall,
men and nations have been permit-
ted to exist that they might seek
and find restoration to a place in
the kingdom of God as provided in
the gospel. Babylon, Medo-Persia,
and Grecia were each in its turn
overthrown, as this privilege
ceased to be recognized. The fate of
earthly kingdoms wholly denying
God’s right to His place, and
constituting the realm of the rival
ruler, is described by the prophet in
the following words: “Then was
the iron, the clay, the brass, the
silver, and the gold, broken to
pieces together, and became like
the chaff of the summer
threshingfloors; and the wind
carried them away, that no place
was found for them.” Daniel 2:35.

When the New Jerusalem comes
down to the earth at the end of the
one thousand years, the resurrected
wicked will be assembled from
every part of the earth. God and
the saved will be within the city. At
this time “all flesh shall see it [His
glory] together.” Isaiah 40:5.
Inspired anew at the sight of God’s
throne, Satan and those who have
given place to him, make the last
mighty attempt to overthrow the
government of God. The destruc-
tion that comes to this rebellious
host is stated as follows: “And
there was found no place for
them.” Revelation 20:11. Satan,
with all who gave place to him, will
have proved to the last to be
wholly unfit for any place or part
in the kingdom of God.

Only those who have refused to
give place to the devil will be safe
subjects for heaven. There is no
place for him, and neither is there
place for one who gives place to
him; for he is thus by his own
choice placing himself outside the
bounds of the kingdom of God, by
choosing citizenship and yielding
obedience under a ruler whose

complete annihilation, with all who
give him a chance to rule, will be
certain, just, and expedient.

Thus is revealed the enormity of
sin. The cherished sin may seem to
be innocent and harmless, but its
presence in the heart, in that
measure gives Satan a realm and a
throne.

While sin is thus revealed, the
love of God is no less made evi-
dent, by His manner of dealing
with the sin and the sinner, in
providing a gospel by which all
heaven is poured out in one gift,
that rebellious subjects may be
restored to a place in the kingdom.
Jesus Christ gave up His place in
heaven, and came to this world, in
which He had not “where to lay his
head.” Matthew 8:20. This He did
that He might prepare a place for
the lost and homeless ones, and
hold out the promise made to

Abraham and all Israel of a sure
dwelling place for all eternity.

The kingdom of God is soon to
have its place in all the earth. In a
very short time all rival rule is to be
put down, and given no place in all
the vast universe. Great intensity is
crowded into every remaining
moment as that event draws near.
But a little longer can we have the
opportunity to choose to let Him
have His place and way in us.
While He is preparing a place for
us, He wants to prepare us for that
place. This He can do only by being
permitted to have His place in us.
To this end are all the means of
grace. For this purpose precious
probationary moments are still
granted. !

Originally published in the Advent
Review and Sabbath Herald, March 4,
1915.

Christ and
His Righteousness
E. J. Waggoner
Glad Tidings Publishers

A precious treasure waiting to be
discovered by the present genera-
tion, this book is a break-through. It
penetrates centuries of spiritual fog
to help you rediscover the inherent
power of pure New Testament
justification by faith.

With rare honesty and clarity, yet with love, the
author puts his finger on the true reason for our many
spiritual defeats—unbelief. Best of all, he demonstrates
how to overcome that all-too-common sinful paraly-
sis—by believing how good the good news is. Here is
spiritual sunshine.

Expanded edition with 14 additional chapters!

Paperback, 201 pages, Expanded, 1999
BEWE-CHRX
Sale Price: $5.50
Regular Price: $6.95

See page 3 for shipping and sales-
tax information. Sale ends June 30.
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hen preparing to journey
to Europe, I found, among

the articles of clothing I
needed, some woolen goods which
at first appeared all right, but when
brought to the light and shaken
thoroughly, revealed the destruc-
tive work of moths. Had we not
made close inspection, we should
not have discovered their depreda-
tions. The moth is so small a
creature as to be scarcely observ-
able; but the traces of its existence
are apparent, and the destruction
that it makes with fur and woolen
goods shows that it is a practical
worker, although out of sight and
unsuspected.

Thinking of the secret but
destructive work of these moths,
reminded us of some human beings
we had known. How often our
hearts have been pained by some
sudden revelation in the outward
actions of those for whom we had
hoped better things, bringing to
light their true character, that had
heretofore been hidden from the
sight of all! When held up before
the light of God’s Word, the
character is found to be like the
moth-eaten garment, which, when
shaken out and examined, reveals
the destructive work that has been
going on secretly for years.

While they have a form of
godliness, sins small in their eyes
have been eating into the warp and
woof of their character; and that
which at a casual glance appeared
lovely, is unsightly and disgusting
to look upon. Could the actor, as he
entered upon this path of wrong,
have seen himself as he appeared
when his true character was
opened to the light, he would have
been as terrified and startled as
was Hazael when Elisha told him
what a wicked and cruel course he

would pursue in the future. He
made answer, “What, is thy servant
a dog, that he should do this great
thing?” 2 Kings 8:13. Little sins oft
repeated become habit, and demor-
alize the soul. They work for a time
unperceived, but are at length
brought to the light.

The formation of character is a
work that is steadily advancing,
and how careful children and
youth should be in regard to the
habits they form! You will be for
time and eternity what the habits
you now form make you. Your
principles and practices once
formed determine your character.
No one suddenly develops, as did
Hazael, into a deep-dyed sinner,
cruel and merciless.

It took time for the moth to do
its work of destruction so quietly in
the dark; and it takes time, little by
little, for a child or youth to be easy
and happy and feel secure in a
course of prevarication, a course of
sin hidden from human eyes. Any
one act, either good or evil, does
not form the character, but
thoughts and feelings indulged,
prepare the way for acts and deeds
of the same kind. A single glass of
wine may lead to the formation of a
habit most difficult to overcome,
and is the first step which may lead
to dishonesty, theft, and murder.

What you do once, children and
youth, you will do more readily the
second time. It is the starting in any
wrong course that must be guarded
against. Be careful not to let your
feet take the first step in any evil
way. If you will lay the foundation
for your character in a pure,
virtuous life, seeking help and
strength from God, your character
will not be like the moth-eaten
garment, but it will be firm and
solid.

The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom. If you are
indeed a child of God, you will be a
partaker of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that
is in the world through lust. Let the
youth ever remember that there is
something to escape—evils to shun.
God has given His children facul-
ties, the right employment of which
would make them happy. The Lord
never designed that they should be
employed for our destruction.

The structure of a strong, well-
balanced character is made by a
faithful performance of individual
acts of duty in little things. You need,
dear youth, to be particular in regard
to your words. Your deportment, the
spirit and feelings that you cherish,
care and thoughtfulness in the things
which are least in everyday life, form
the true test of character.

This life is full of gracious
opportunities, which you can
improve in the exercise of your God-
given abilities to bless others, and in
so doing bless yourself, without
considering self in the matter. Trivial
circumstances oftentimes prove a
decided blessing to the one who acts
from principle, and has formed the
habit of doing right because it is
right.

Seek for a perfect character, and
let all you do, whether seen and
appreciated by human eyes or not,
be done with an eye single to God’s
glory; because you belong to God,
and He has redeemed you at the
price of His own Life. Be faithful in
the least as well as in the greatest;
learn to speak the truth, to act at all
times the truth. Let the heart be
fully submitted to God.

If controlled by His grace, you
will do little deeds of kindness, take
up the duties lying next you, and
bring all the sunshine into your life
and character that it is possible to
bring, scattering the gifts of love and
blessing along the pathway of life.
Your works will be far-reaching as
eternity. Your life-work will be seen
in heaven, and there it will live,
through ceaseless ages, because it is
found precious in the sight of God. !

The Youth’s Instructor, December 15, 1886.

Ellen G. White

Little Sins
W
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Thank you so much for speaking
the truth plainly. We really appreci-
ate the spiritual inspiration in Our
Firm Foundation, which is so hard to
find elsewhere. I read every word
and cannot wait for the next issue. I
pray for your ministry, as the devil
would like to destroy it. The Word
of Truth will prevail. Please pray for
me and my family.

JK, Florida

In the January 2002, issue of Our
Firm Foundation is an article about
Project USA. Can you put the Ten
Commandments in the ———— pa-
per? I am sending a contribution to
help pay for it. Please let me know
when it will run so I don’t miss see-
ing it. You dear people are helping
the soon coming of Jesus.

I read Testimonies, vol. 5, 593, surely
Jesus will come soon. I’m almost 89-
years-old, an SDA all my life, but I’ve
never seen a time like this! Sister White
says it’s all overdue. We aren’t giving
the prophecy message anymore. I’m
up every Sunday at 5:30 a.m. to hear
Doug Batchelor to 6:00 a.m. He even
gives the health message. I’m thank-
ful the laymen are giving the last mes-
sage. Where are our ministers? Testi-
monies, vol. 1, 434.

I pray and fast for my grand-
daughter all the time. She is a medi-
cal student. Pray for all our youth
who are trying. They have lots of
decisions to make. I’m fortunate to
have such a lovely family. It takes
careful living. With God’s help, we
can be with the 7-days’ journey to
heaven and all be at the marriage
feast in heaven. All are invited!

My writing isn’t very good. I fell
and hurt my right arm. Isn’t God good
to us? We can talk to Him any time we
want to, He needs no hearing aid, there
is no busy signal, it’s all free, and our
angels are also. I talk to them so much.

PK, Missouri

I thank God for people like you
who inspire and motivate people like
myself to continue in the battle with
Satan and his host who struggle for
the mastery of God’s true and only
church. May God the Father and
Jesus his Son strengthen Hope Inter-
national in all their goals to preach
God’s will to all mankind and help
the church in the things that it needs
help in. “To the law and to the testi-
mony: if they speak not according to
this word, it is because there is no
light in them.” Isaiah 8:20. Amen, my
brothers.

JF, California

From Overseas

I am your friend whom you
posted me two years ago. I was once
a literature evangelist, but through
your books, I am now a living
preacher. Your books are good, es-
pecially Will the Real Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Please Stand Up?

Something unusual happened
three months ago here and had caused
havoc in my life. There was a heavy
rainfall while I was attending my farm
at —— when the flood took control of
the house and my properties were
taken by the flood including my books
in my shelf. Inspiration books are not
common here in Ghana.

I know for sure that if I get you in-
formed you will send me a parcel of
books, especially Syllabus For Holy Liv-
ing and some others from Inspiration.

FK, Ghana

I would like to express my heart-
felt sympathy in regard to the Sep-
tember 11, 2001, bombing of some
parts of your country, particularly
the World Trade Center in New
York. I pray the Heavenly Father to
grant you, and indeed all of us, the
fortitude to bear the colossal loss—
Amen. I equally pray to God to use
His infinite power to quench global
terrorism.

I thank you very much for the
Scriptural books, magazines and a
copy of the Holy Bible sent to me.
They are spirit-filled and have an-
swers to some seemingly controver-
sial topics. The Earth’s Final Warning

and Behold He Cometh tabloids are
being distributed judiciously far and
wide. Some of the recipients, having
discovered the truth, have started
forsaking Sunday worship to Sev-
enth-day Sabbath observance.

I came across some books in your
magazines and other books mailed
to me, and I am very much interested
in having them: Shelter in the Storm,
You Can Quit Tobacco, The Magnificat,
In the Beginning, Pathways to Health
and Happiness, Get Well At Home,
Home Remedies, Marriage and the Fam-
ily, and other free Bible Study Guides
at your disposal.

I have resolved to live my entire
life for God and partake in preach-
ing sound doctrines to others. I have
with others formed an evangelism
group and our main aim is to preach
to people to keep the command-
ments of God and the teachings of
Jesus Christ.

PO, Nigeria

I’m a Zambian young man, age
21. Being a Christian, I believe I have
to know and do that which the Lord
expects us to do. I am now a vegetar-
ian, but my fears are that I may end
up being an undernourished person.
I saw in one of your Our Firm Foun-
dation magazines some books on veg-
etarianism, which explain some reci-
pes. I am sorry I can’t afford to order
copies. I want to cook nutritious
meals; therefore, I request your help.
I would really appreciate to receive
either the Country Life vegetarian
cookbook or Of These Ye May Freely
Eat.

We have heard rumours that the
bombings, which took place in
America, were recorded in one of the
Spirit of Prophecy books. Many of us
don’t have copies of these Spirit of
Prophecy books, hence it’s difficult
for us to discern if it’s the truth or
not. I wish I could have a copy.

Lastly, I have tried and tried to
find books to start colporteur work.
In Zambia, books are very expensive.
Please help me so that I can start
work. May God richly bless you for
whatever step you take in helping me
and the flock at large here.

MH, Zambia
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Come to
Camp Meeting!
July 16–21, 2002
First meeting begins Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.

Do you sense the nearness of Christ’s
return? Are you seeking to do all you
can to prepare yourself, your family,
and others for the crisis just ahead? Do
you find encouragement as you
fellowship with others who, like you,
are striving to serve the Lord with all
their hearts?

If your answer is Yes, then please
plan now to join us in worship and

fellowship.

If you plan to attend our camp meeting in Eatonville and wish to stay on our
grounds, you are more than welcome. Water, restrooms, and limited showers will
be available, but hookups for water, sewer, and electricity are not available. Please
plan on a real camp meeting.

As usual, there will be no charge for staying on our campus, but we cannot provide
either lodging or food. Please do not take it for granted that we will be able to
provide special services for those who need them. If you have special needs, please
call and let us know—we will do our best to accommodate all who desire to attend.

If you do not plan to stay on our grounds, the
following list of motels may be helpful:

• Mill Village Motel—2 miles south of
Hope International. (360) 832-3200.

• Motel Puyallup—25 miles north of
Hope International. Call (800) 921-
2700.

• Northwest Motor Inn—25 miles
north of Hope International. Call
(800) 845-9490.

• Eagle’s Nest—10 miles south of
Hope International. Call (888) 877-
2533

Speakers will include: Maurice Berry,
Cody Francis, Sheldon Parrett, Ron
Spear, Colin Standish, Russell Standish,
and others!

Don’t miss the special sale
pricing on all publications you

purchase at camp meeting!


