


Editorial

TODAY, this vcry hour, is the most
serious moment of the great con-
troversy. Probation is about to

close, suddenly unexpectedly. See The
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commen-
tal)', vol. 7, 9S9. God raised up the
remnant church to prepare the world for
the soon coming of Jesus. Ellen White
records the reason for the delay in the
coming of the Lord.

"The long nightofglool11 is trying; but
the morning is deferred in mercy. because
if the Master should comc, so many would
be found unready. God's unwillingness to
have His people perish has been the rea-
son for so long delay. But the coming of
the morning to the faithful, and of the
niglll to the unfaithful, is right upon us. By
waiting and watching, God's people are to
manifest their peculiar character, their
separation from the world." Te.stimonies,
vol. 2, 194.

Israel's infatuation with the worldings
around them and their denial of a "nlUS
saith the Lord" led them into an apostasy
as deep as midnight. They slew the proph-
ets and ultimately crucified their Messiah.

Nineteen times Ellen White tells us
in Testimonies. vol. 5, that we are fol-
lowing in the footsteps of ancient Israel.
Consider the following:

"I have been shown that the spirit of
the world is fast leavening the church. You
are following the same path as did ancient
Israel. There is the same falling away
from your holy calling as God's peculiar
people. You are having fellowship with
the unfruitful works of darkness. Your
concord with unbelievers has provoked
the Lord's displeasure. You know not the
things that belong to your peace. and they
are fast being hid from your eyes. Your
neglect to follow the light will place you
in a more unfavorable position than the
Jews upon whom Christ pronounced a
woe," Testimonies, vol. 5, 75-76.
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"The church has turned back from
following Christ her Leader and is stead-
ily retreating toward Egypt. Yet few are
alarmed or astonished at their want of
spiritual power. Doubt, and even disbe-
lief of the Testimonies of the Spirit of
God, is leavening our churches every-
where. Satan would have it thus. Minis-
ters who preach self instead of Christ
would have it thus. The Testimonies are
unread and unappreciated. God has spo-
ken to you. Light has been shining from
His Word and from the Testimonies, and
both have been slighted and disre-
garded." Ibid., 217.

The Saviour gives words ofadmoni·
tion especially applicable to us:

"Take heed to yourselves, lest at any
time your hearts be overcharged with
surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of
this life, and so that day come upon you
unawares." Luke 21 :34.

Like Israel, OUl' present apostasy is
caused by worldliness that in turn pro-
duces a disregard of the Spirit of Proph-
ecy and the Bible. How do we define
apostasy?

Abandonment of what one has vol-
untarily professed; total desertion of
principles or faith.

Apostasy is disobedience to God's
orders and plans. As Israel. we have
chosen worldly plans and policies above
the plans of God. Divergence from fol-
lowing the Lord's direction to following
one's own wisdom may be almost im-
perceptible in the beginning.

·'It is not safe to place men in the
position God should occupy, for men
cannot be trusted. Ifthey do not constantly
live as in the presence of God, if they do
not walk humbly before God and their
brethren, they will diverge almost imper-
ceptibly, and by slight degrees. from the
straight line of God's work. Tmsting to
their own wisdom, they will deceive
themselves and their fellowmen." Manu-
script Releases, vol. 11,873.

"The multitude of deceptions that
will prevail in these last days will encir-
cle you, and you will change leaders,
and not know that you have done so."

Review and Herald. December 16.
IS90.

Many times within church history
we find leadership responsible for open-
ing the door to apostasy.
"For the leaders of this people cause

them to crr; and thcy that are led of them
are destroyed." Isaiah 9: 16.

Our desire for the ways of the world
prepared the way for the leadership to
resist the most precious message of
ISSS, which in turn set the stage for the
Alpha of apostasy to unfold in the early
1900s.

The Alpha of apostasy almost over-
\vhclmed us. There would not have been
an Alpha apostasy if the church had
entered into the experience of the ISSS
message. Yel the Alpha of apostasy was
defeated because the leaders of the
church stood with the living prophet.
If now, in this great hour, we do not

accept the warnings and counsel as re-
corded by Ellen White our end may be
like that of the ancient church. ee Testi-
monies, vol. S, 67-6S. The deadly
Omega will sweep everyone out of the
church who is not fimlly grounded in the
truth.

The Omega is what Jesus warned us
of when He said ifpossible the very elect
would be dcceived.

The Omega is the last apostasy just
before Jesus comes. The signs of the
times tell us we are at the end.

In Special Testimonies. Series B, 57.
we find:

"One thing it is certain is soon to be
realized-the great apostasy, which is
developing and increasing and waxing
stronger, and will continue to do so until
the Lord shall descend from heaven with
a shout:'

This special edition of Our Firm
Foundation is presented to our leaders
and people in this final hour, with prayer
and hope that the revival and reforma-
tion so greatly needed and so long over-
due will soon be a reality, climaxing in
the return of our Lord. 0

ROil Spear, Editor



Table of Contents

It is the mission of Hope Interna-
tional and the editors of Our Firm
Foundation to clearly present Christ
and His truth. The days that yet
remain of this world are few, and
what we do we must do quickly, We
must boldly proclaim the historic
trurhs of Adventism that place us on
so firm a foundation in the midst of
this troubled world.-EDITORS

Vol. 9. No, 7

Articles

July [994

We are accepting article-length (2300-3600 words) manuscripts for possible publica-
tion in Our Firm Foundation. We cannot give consideration to longer submissions.
Whenever possible, we ask that manuscripts be submitted either on 3+- or 5±-inch
floppy disk in IBM ASCII fom,at or neatly typed, using double-spacing. If you desire
notice of a decision in regard to your article, please include a self-addressed, stamped
envelope. Address all correspondence to Editors, Our Firm Foundation, P.O. Box
940, Eatonville, WA 98328.

The Omega of Apostasy
The velY last deception of Satan

The Sanctuary-Part 3
The biblical definition of the sanctuary

By Every Word
We must heed all light sent from God

Echoes of Stephen, Apostasy in the Old Tcstament
Guilty for all the righteous blood shed upon the earth

Apostasy From the Time of the Apostles to the Reformation
Apostasy by gradual compromise

A Sure Foundation
Our safety lies in recalling God's prophetic guidance

Decidcd Action to Be Takcn Now
Meeting icebergs of apostasy

Kevin Paulson 5

Colin Standish 6

Jeff Pippenger 8

Ellen G. White 12

Ron Spear 15

James White 19

Vernon Sparks 28

4

25The Medical Missionary Corner

About This Issue .

II

.2

Invitation to Writers

Letters to the Editor

Editorial

Departments

Amazml; Tnlth Auslmll'l
Privatc
Marysville. Viclorw 3779
AUSlralia

Editor-Ron Srl.:ar
Associate Editors-Bob Bresnahan.
Clark Floyd. Kenndh I rouges.
Beth Jennings, Pn:ston Monterrey,
Jeff Pippenger, Vernon Sparks,
Harvey Steck

Production Manager-Harvey Steck
Contributing Editors- Colin Standish.
Russell Standish

Art Director- Bob Bresnahan
Art-Joel Allen
Circulation- Lois McGaughey

Suggested donations for the annual subscrip-
tion arc listed below. We have kept these as
low as possibh.:; bUl if your linances cannot
meet the requesled donation, JUSl send what-
ever yOll can, We w;)n! this mnterial available
to all, regardless of their personal finances. I r
you wish to give a donation to assist in provid·
ing subscriptions for those whose funds may
be limited, scnd your gi/1 marked "Subscrip-
tion Assistancc" 10 thc address below. Your
donation is tax deductible.

Unitcd Stales US$16.50
Canada :llld Mexico U$$23.25
Overseas (surface mail) US$2G.50
Inquire lor overseas air rates.

Hope International publications may be ob·
tained from the following sources'

P.D Box 148
Rangiora. South lsl:lIId
New Ze<lland, 64-3-3138908

To SUIJSCRIIl£:

1lope Inteillaliollal
P.O. llox 9<10
Ealonvillc, WA 98328
USA (206) 832·6602
Monday-Thursday 9:00-5:30
Friday 9:00-12:00 Pacific Till1(;

TnJlh Triumphant Ministries
RR1,C.45SI3
Falkland, B,G. VOE 1WO
C,JI1;lda (604) 379·2713

Old Rectol)'
Ga:r.elcy, N(;w Markct
Suffolk CB8 SRB

Advcnl Lay Members Action
21 TamwOl1h SI., Annerle}' 4103
Austfaliil.07.848·9428

Copyright © 1994
Hope International

July 1994 Our Firm FounduliOfl 3



About This Issue
"CanWe Stay Together in the Days Ahead?"

Is That the Question?

I N the May 5, 1994, issue of the Ad-
ventist Review) editor William
Johnsson courageously attempts to

address what he perceives to be the
"Seven Factors Fragmenting the
Church." In his thought-provoking article
Johnsson attempts to answer a question
that many in the Seventh-day Adventist
Church are afraid even to ask: "Can we
stay together in the days ahead?"

This question voices the single great-
est concern troubling the minds of many
thinking people in the church today, both
of leaders and laity alike. While space in
this special edition of Our Firm Founda-
tion is not sufficient to allow an address of
the myriad considerations encompassed
by this question, we have thought it ap-
propriate to at least consider what is prob-
ably perceived to be one of the greatest
threats to church unity, and that is the
charge of" apostasy within Adventism."

Does apostasy really exist in the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church? If so, does it
have anything to do with the pluralistic
condition that seems to be threatening
Adventism's very existence? Has apos-
tasy contributed at all to the absence ofthe
latter rain in our midst? Does apostasy
have anything to do with the delayed
return of Christ? To those referred to by
Johnsson as the" radical dissidents among
us" these questions are inseparably linked
with one another. The answers to them are
encompassed within the answer to another
question:

" 'What must I do to be saved?' That
is the major question on which Adventists
differ," continues Johnsson.
"One stream tends to emphasize the

divine side in salvation without negating
the human side; the other, the human side
without negating the divine. For one the
key word is grace; for the other it is victory.
"Some of those in the 'victory' stream

see the issue in terms of a theological
scheme that links Jesus' human nature with
end-time perfection and the 'delay' in the
Second Coming. Christ had to be exactly
like us, they argue, in order that we might

overcome sin as He overcame, thus attain-
ing sinless perfection; and until we reach
that state, Jesus cannot come back.
"You can find several theological

variants on the above scheme, but the
radical dissidents among us-those who
are becoming offshoots-all share it. They
charge the official church with apostasy
because it does not endorse the scheme."
Adventist Review, May 5, 1994, 14; all
emphasis supplied.

To charge the remnant church of Bible
prophecy with apostasy is a serious matter
indeed. In the next issue of Our Firm
Foundation Dr. Colin Standish will exam-
ine in more detail the "Two Theological
Streams" to which Johnsson refers. The
Adventists moving in these two streams
differ over this most basic question con-
fronting humanity, "What must I do to be
saved?"

In this issue of Our Firm Foundation
we wish to study the subject of apostasy in
order to

I. See how apostasy has affected the
church in past ages so that we may avoid
repeating the mistakes of our forebears.

2. Review from the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy whether the word apos-
tasy is applicable to the present condition
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

3. Consider what the consequences of
apostasy are as they pertain to such issues
as victorious Christian living, the latter
rain, and the second coming of Christ.

4. Call the Seventh-day Adventist
Church to individually and corporately
reflect on whether we have chosen, in
God's power, to bring our institutions and
lives into harmony with all the truths
which He has graciously given us.

We recognize that it is impossible to
avoid being misunderstood when we ad-
dress the sensitive subject of apostasy.
The only reason the ministry of Hope
International has chosen to address this
seemingly negative subject is that it hopes
to help us recognize one fact: since history
began it has always been humanity's dis-
obedience to God's express will which

has prevented mankind from receiving
God's promised blessings.

If therefore the problem of apostasy
truly exists in Adventism; if it is not merely
a trumped up charge put forth by a few
"radical dissidents" among us; and if there
are indeed some very real consequences to
be experienced from apostasy where it does
exist, consequences affecting the condi-
tions of God's promises for the Seventh-
day Adventist Church and to His sub-
sequent return, then surely the risk of being
misunderstood is worth the taking.

Yet how painful it is for those of us
who love this church and the most pre-
cious message with which it has been
entrusted, to be thought of as a threat to
the church's unity and prosperity!

Please understand that by addressing
the subject ofwhether or not our church is
in a state of apostasy, it is not our purpose
to

1. Charge the Seventh-day Adventist
Church with being in apostasy because it
has accused us of being a problem.
2. Create an" us" versus" them" men-

tality in the church, thereby creating addi-
tional division and discontent among the
laity.

3. Undermine confidence in church
leaders.

4. Create financial support for our
organization.
5. Increase our subscription list or our

influence.
We might also add that there is but one

yardstick by which we can measure our-
selves individually or corporately in order
to detennine if we are in apostasy. That
yardstick is, of course, God's inspired writ-
ings. It is not therefore the belief of the
editors of Our Firm Foundation that we
should limit a discussion ofapostasy exclu-
sively to what the pioneers of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church taught, for certainly
they were not infallible men and women
and they never arrived at an understanding
of all truth. Neither do we think that if
Seventh-day Adventists today could just

Continued on 24
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Echoes ofStephen
Apostasy in the Old Testament

FROM the disobedience of our first
parents, to Malachi's denouncing of
the Jews for robbing God, the Old

Testament story is one of unfolding trag-
edy. It is an account ofGod's mighty acts
and man's paltry responses, of ignored
divine commands and spumed divine
grace.

Many of the first Bible stories we teach
our children come from the Old Testament.
We teach them not only because they occur
first in the biblical sequence, but also be-
cause they are full ofthe kind ofexcitement

and drama which appeal to children. In my
home there was no television before my
brother and I reached our teen-age years. As
a result, much of our entertainment during
childhood consisted of reading Old Testa-
ment narratives or listening to their enact-
ment on Bible records. To this day I find
nothing competes with the suspense, the
intrigue, and the forceful evidence ofGod's
interest in man found in the Old Testament
Scriptures. Without this foundation, the
New Testament truths fail to exert their full
impact on the human heart.

After the Garden of Eden, it became
impossible for God to commune with man
face to face. Henceforth it was necessary
for God to speak through human instru-
ments, prophets who received visions and
dreams. See Numbers 12:6. Vet the Old
Testament is depressingly clear regarding
the response ofGod's professed people to
these entreaties:
"And the Lord God of their fathers

sent to them by his messengers, rising up
betimes, and sending; because he had
compassion on his people, and on his
dwelling place: But they mocked the mes-
sengers of God, and despised his words,
and misused his prophets, until the wrath
of the Lord rose against his people, till
there was no remedy." 2 Chronicles
36:15-16.1
"This is a rebellious people, lying

children, children that will not hear the
law of the Lord: which say to the seers,
See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not
unto us right things, speak unto us smooth
things, prophesy deceits: Get you out of
the way, turn aside out of the path, cause
the Holy One of Israel to cease from
before us." Isaiah 30:9-11.

Many of the sins described as existing
among God's people in Old Testament
times are difficult for sophisticated West-
erners to understand. Why mothers and
fathers would be tempted to forsake the
simple worship of the true God in favor
of sacrificing their helpless children on
the fiery arms of hideous idols is beyond
our comprehension. (This Western re-
sponse to Eastern religious practices can
be seen in the reaction of the Romans
who destroyed Carthage, partly because
it was a city which in times of crisis was
known to sacrifice as many as two hun-
dred aristocratic infants to their gods.')
But a careful reading of the Old Testa-
ment, as well as relevant Spirit of Proph-
ecy statements, makes clear that many
aspects of apostate worship in ancient
times were much more subtle. For exam-
ple, Ellen White does not say that the
foremost rejecters of Noah's message
were rank pagans who perpetrated vio-
lence and stole their neighbors' wives.
Rather, she states:

IIThe men of that generation were not
all, in the fullest acceptation of the term,
idolaters. Many professed to be worshipers
of God. They claimed that their idols were
representations of the Deity, and that

Continued on 24

Kevin Pau.lson is a free·iance writer living in
Lorna Linda, California.
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WHILE we perceive the first dec-
ades of the Christian era as
being a time of purity, of truth

and righteousness, such an evaluation
must be qualified. Even during apostolic
times, Satan was making desperate efforts
to destroy the incipient Christian church.
Paul wrote to the Galatians,

"I marvel that ye are so soon re-
moved from him that called you into the
grace of Christ unto another gospel:
which is not another; but there be some
that trouble you, and would pervert the
gospel of Christ. But though we, or an
angel from heaven, preach any other
gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed."
Galatians 1:6-8.

Also John could warn:
"So hast thou also them that hold the

doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I
hate." Revelation 2: 15.
Jude expressed his concerns:
"For there arc certain men crept in

unawares, who were before ofold ordained
to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning
the grace of our God into lasciviousness,
and denying the only Lord God, and our
Lord Jesus Christ." Jude 1:4.
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After the disciples had passed to their
rest. some of the seeds of apostasy that
had been sown in the days of the apostles
very quickly developed into mature here-
sies. The intrusion of paganistic crror can
be seen at a remarkably early stage of
Christian history. The simplicity of the
apostolic church soon vanishcd as the
churches became morc sophisticated and
thus more open to the intrusion of error.

A major Christian community was
early established in Alexandria, Egypt.
This community becamc thc center of a
rapid development of apostasy. It is easy
to trace and contrast the philosophical
apostasy in Alexandria with the loyal
orthodoxy and commitment to apostolic
truth in the church in Antioch, Syria.
Alexandria and Antioch were to play vital
roles in the history of the Christian church
from the second century. Alexandria be-
came the symbol of Christian apostasy,
and just as surely Antioch became the
symbol of truth and righteousness.

Il is not surprising lhat Antioch became
a center for apostolic teachings. Antioch
was the capilal of the Roman province of
Syria, and when Jerusalem, the original
headquarters of Christianity, was de-

I Colin Standish I

stroyed, the Christian leadership moved
from there to Antioch where it rcmained
strong until the Muslim takeover of that
part of the world.

Another Assyrian city, Edessa, was also
a strong fOltress for apostolic teachings.
Syria became the greatest missionary
tion of the world during the pre-Muslim
era. From there missionaries were sent as
far afield as Persia, India, and China.

While Antioch became known for vig-
orous missionary outreach and for the
strong prcaching of the Word, Alexandria
became known for philosophizing and in-
tellectualism, which quickly led to the in-
corporation of the paganism of Greece and
Rome. Eventually Alexandria and Antioch
became archrivals for Christian leadership.
Never was there to be a closing of the very
rapidly increasing chasm between the tTue
principles of Antioch and the apostasy of
Alexandria. By the fOUlth century the con-
troversies between Alexandria and Antioch
were very great. Alexandria espoused a
metaphysical, an allegorical interpretation
ofScripture, while Antioch stTessed that the
Scriptures must be taken as they rcad. As
faithful Seventh-day Adventists, we have
evclything in common with the Antioch



The Syrians and the Celts were convinced that
the Bible had to be taken as it read, whereas it

was increasingly popular in the Roman and the
Alexandrian schools oftheology to philosophize
and theorize upon the Scriptures,

olthodoxy and nothing in common with the
traditions of Alexandria.

Shortly aticr the death of the apostles,
the New 'Testament was translated into
Syriac. Eventually the standard Syriac
text, known as the Peshitta, was available.
English translations of the Peshitta are
available today and read remarkably close
to the King James Version. This similarity
should be no surprise, for the King James
Version of the New Testament, like all
Reformation versions, was translated
from the Eastem Syriac Greek Text.

On the other hand, the Alexandrian
school of theology was significantly influ-
enced by the Gnostics. Gnosticism arose
early in the Christian era. It represented an
amalgamation of Christian belief with
Hellenistic philosophy. The Gnostics ac-
cepted the dichotomy of soul and matter,
riveted in Greek philosophy. By the third
century, Manichaeism had also emerged.
This philosophy too was a mixture of
Christianity and paganism, especially re-
lated to the ancient Persian religion of
Zoroastrianism. UnfortunatelYl it was the
mystical theological stream, coming from
Alexandria, that most influenced the the-
ology of Rome. Thus developed the rift
between the Westem Roman Church and
the Eastern Syriac Church. However,
there were other influences at work which
need to be considered.

Fighting against the rapid paganizing of
the Westem church were the Christians of
the East, as well as the Christians in the far
West. tt will be remembered that both Paul
and Peter preached in Galatia. Galatia was a
province of the area which is now Turkey.
The Galatians were an altogether different
race ITom the Syrians, the Greeks and the
Romans. This area of Asia Minor had been
inhabited by the Celts. They spoke the same
language as the Irish, the Scots, the Britons,
the Welsh, and the inhabitants of certain
areas of France. Evidence is overwhelming
that Christianity in France and the British
Isles was first transmitted there by the Celts
of Galatia. At this time there was active
communication between France, the British
Isles, and Galatia. The Celts had strong,
aggressive characteristics that made them
feared on the field of battle, but as many
accepted Christianity, that same dauntless-
ness was directed towards their missionary
endeavors. There was a close affinity be-
tween the Galatian believers and the Syrian
believers, and as the years went by, the
similarity between the two became very
great indeed. Together the Syriac/Celtic
influence was to be a bastion against Ro-
man apostasy for many years.

Below are some of the direct differ-
ences between the faith!ul Syrian and
Celtic Christians on the one hand, and the
heretical Alexandrian Christians on the
other hand.

l. The Authority of the Word of God

The Celtic Christians, whether they
were in the East or West, held strongly to
the Scriptures as their only authoriry. The
Syriac Christians likewise proclaimed the
primacy of authority of the Word of God.
This made the preservation of the Word of
primary importance. Therefore the Syriac

Greek manuscripts prove to be of a re-
markably high level of consistency. For
this reason they are today often referred
to as the Majority Texts because of their
high level of translational accuracy and
consistency.

The Northern African areas and Rome
itself were strongly influenced by pagan-
istic philosophy, and thus very quickly the
Word of God there became looked upon
as a lesser light. The Syrians and the Celts
were convinced that the Bible had to be
taken as it read, whereas it was increas-
ingly popular in the Roman and the Alex-
andrian schools of theology to philoso-
phize and theorize upon the Scriptures.
Naturally this practice led to a reduction
in the surety of the Word ofGod, resulting
in many deletions and changes being
made to the original autographs written by
the New Testament writers.

2. The Scriptures

The Syriac school of Christian ity took
as its sacred trust the preservation of the
New Testament texts according to the way
they were written by the apostles. By the
third century, the leading figure in the
church in Syria was Lucian (I\.D 250-
312). This devout scholar, born in the then
capital city of Antioch. had a wonderful
spirit of discernment. Lucian soon per-
ceived that there were two strands of

thought in Christendom, as BJ. Wilkin-
son puts it, "one loose in doctrine and
affiliating itself with heathenism, the
other based on the deep foundations of the
Christian faith." Trwh Triumphanl, 46.

By this time Alexandria and Rome
were in a deep alliance. Already Justin
Marryr, Clement, and Origen had greatly
influenced the teachings of Rome. Clem-
ent had boasted that he would not teach
Christianity unless it was mixed with
pagan ph ilosophy. Lucian opposed these
dreaded pagan encroachments.

His resolute stand for truth and right-
eousness provided a flml basis that would

eventually develop into full-scale warfare
between Rome on the one hand, and the
Eastern churches on the other. His loyalty
to the Word also influenced the battle
between the church of Rome and the
faithful groups of believers in Europe,
including the Celts, the Waldensians, the
Huguenots, and the Albigenses.

3. Tradition as Authority

The diminution in belief in the verac-
ity of the Bible in the Western Roman
Church, opened the way for the introduc-
tion of the role of tradition as an authorita-
tive part of church dogma.

By the early part of the third century
Tertullian had written:

"If, for these and other sllch rules, you
insist lIpon having positive Scripture in-
junction, you will tind none. Tradition
will be held fOlih to you as the originator
of them, custom as the strength thereof,
and faith as their observer." Teltullian,
The Chaplet or DeCorona, chapter 4.

In making this statement, Tet1Ullian was
defending nothing less than the offering of
oblations for the dead, the sign of the cross
on the forehead, and the dipping of candi-
dates in the water three times for baptism.
What is so surprising is how quickly these
customs of Roman Catholicism found their
way into the general Christian church.

Continued on 26
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THE Millerite movement of the
1830s and early 1840s confronted
many souls with the belief that the

return of Jesus Christ was imminent, forc-
ing home the need to prepare for this
event. This movement and its message
were the fulfillment of the message of the
first angel of Revelation 14.
"And I saw another angel fly in the

midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on
the earth, and to every nation, and kin-
dred, and tongue, and people, Saying with
a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to
him; for the hour of his judgment is come:
and worship him that made heaven, and
earth, and the sea, and the fountains of
waters." Revelation 14:6-7.

William Miller arrived at his conclu-
sions following intense Bible study. He
substantiated and upheld his concepts by
the types, figures, and symbols found
within biblical prophecies. As the move-
ment built momentum and spread across
the United States and the world, it met
staunch resistance from mainline Protes-
tant churches.
This resistance to the idea of the soon

return of Jesus led, by 1843, into the
message of the second angel of Revela-
tion 14.
"And there followed another angel,

saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that
great city, because she made all nations
drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication." Revelation 14:8.

In 1843, as opposition to the Millerite
movement was growing, the Lord re-
vealed that by opposing the message of
Miller the organized churches had fallen
from grace and had become part of Baby-
lon. It was time for the faithful to leave

those churches and to stand free in the
Lord. This new revelation was arrived at
from studying the Word of God, particu-
larly the parable of the ten virgins.

The second message, like the first,
was accompanied by the power of the
Holy Spirit and had its designed" loud
cry" effect. Years later those who had
taken part in the 1843 movement, in look-
ing back, remembered the solemnity and
power connected with it. The second an-
gel's message reached its crescendo on
October 22, 1844, and it strongly parallels
the message of the fourth angel of Revela-
tion 18.
"Like a tidal wave the movement

swept over the land. From city to city,
from village to village, and into remote
country places it went, until the waiting
people ofGod were fully aroused. Fanati-
cism disappeared before this proclamation
like early frost before the rising sun.
Believers saw their doubt and perplexity
removed, and hope and courage animated
their hearts. The work was free from those
extremes which are ever manifested when
there is human excitement without the
controlling influence of the Word and
Spirit of God. It was similar in character
to those seasons of humiliation and re-
turning unto the Lord which among an-
cient Israel followed messages of reproof
from His servants. It bore the charac-
teristics that mark the work of God in
every age. There was little ecstatic joy,
but rather deep searching of heart, confes-
sion of sin, and forsaking of the world. A
preparation to meet the Lord was the
burden of agonizing spirits, There was
persevering prayer and unreserved conse-
cration to God," The Great Controversy,
400-401.

The great disappointment of October
22, 1844, marked the end of the 2300-day
prophecy given in Daniel 8: 14. Thus be-
gan the third angel's message.

"And the third angel followed them,
saying with a loud voice, If any man
worship the beast and his image, and
receive his mark in his forehead, or in his
hand, The same shall drink of the wine of
the wrath of God, which is poured out
without mixture into the cup of his indig-
nation; and he shall be tormented with fire
and brimstone in the presence of the holy
angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:
And the smoke of their torment ascendeth
up for ever and ever: and they have no rest
day nor night, who worship the beast and
his image, and whosoever receiveth the
mark of his name. Here is the patience of
the saints: here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus." Revelation 14:9-12.
"I saw a company who stood well

guarded and firm, giving no countenance to
those who would unsettle the established
faith of the body. God looked upon them
with approbation. I was shown three
steps-the first, second, and third angels'
messages. Said my accompanying angel,
'Woe to him who shall move a block or stir
a pin of these messages. The true under-
standing of these messages is of vital im-
portance. The destiny of souls hangs upon
the manner in which they are received.' I
was again brought down through these
messages, and saw how dearly the people
of God had purchased their experience. It
had been obtained through much suffering
and severe conflict. God had led them along
step by step, until He had placed them upon
a solid, immovable platfonn." Counsels to
Writers and Editors, 53.

Jeff Pippenger
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Those who will be taken in the snare of the last
apostasy will not have confidence in the Spirit

ofProphecy, but it is within the Spirit ofProphecy
that God has preserved the information necessary
to identify the Omega ofApostasies.

As God led the early pioneers in ham-
mering Oul the foundations upon which
the Advent message is built, He also
opened to their view the understanding
that their early experience had fulfilled the
first and second angels' messages of
Revelation 14, and that now they were
living under the proclamation of the third
angel's message.

In time, God also revealed to the the
early pioneers, through messages given to
Ellen White, that they had allowed their
first love to die and that they were now in
the Laodicean condition, desperately
needing the Laodicean remedy described
in Revelation 3: 18-19. It was revealed
that before the fourth angel of Revelation
18 arrived there would need to be a work
of reform. This reformation would pre-
cede the latter rain. and wou Id consist of a
return to the primitive gospel both in
doctrinal purity. and in spiritual piety.

Thus the Seventh-day Adventist
movement early recognized the need of a
work of reformation, typified by the work
of Elijah. John the Baptist, Ezra and Ne-
hemiah. and referred to in numerous Bible
passages such as Isaiah 58: 12:

.. And they that shall be or thee shall
build the old waste places: thou shalt raise
up the foundations of many generations;
and thou shall be called, The repairer or
the breach, The restorer or paths to dwell
in."

In the year 1888 God was ready to
begin fulfilling all the wonderful Bible
types and figures pointing forward to this
time of revival and reformation. Sadly
though. even as God's people rejected the
message brought 10 anciem Israel by
Joshua and Caleb, so modern Israel re-
jected "the most precious message"
brought by Jones and Waggoner. Advent-
ism was now required to spend its allotted
time in the wilderness. During this time
God intended them to learn many lessons,
among which is that according to the
amount of light that one rejects. one is
given a corresponding amount of dark-
ness.
"Since 1844 light from the heaven of

heavens has beamed from the open door
of the temple of God. But it is to be
remembered that the greater the light be-
stowed, the greater the delusion and dark-
ness of those who rejectlhe Word ofGod
and accept fables. tcaching for doctrine
the commandments of men." The Signs 0/
the Times, November 8, 1899.

The most precious message of 1888
was the greatest light ever offered to
mankind. When this message was re-

jected, not only was the understanding
brought by Jones and Waggoner rejected,
but also rejected was the holy endorse-
ment that came with it, as proclaimed by
Ellen White. The light that we rejected is
described in Revelation 18: I:
"And after these things I saw another

angel come down from heaven, having
great power; and the earth was lightened
with his glory."

Thus in 1888 Adventism officially
began its wilderness wandering. By the
early 1900s we were reaping the darkness
that came from our refusal to receive light.
We were experiencing a major financial

crisis, and both our medical and publish-
ing work soon received the judgments of
God. In February 1902 the Battle Creek
Sanitarium burned to the ground. In De-
cember of the same year the Review and
Herald publishing house was also de-
stroyed by fire. God had counseled us that
the medical missionary work was to be the
right arm of the message, and that a large
part of the work accomplished by the
latter rain would be through our publish-
ing work. Yet God brought both these
important works to a fiery temporary halt.

Thus we arrive at another event al-
lowed by God to prepare His people for
victory in the final crisis. This event was
named the Alpha of Apostasy. Recorded
within its history is infonnation that will
help guide God's people through the final
apostasy, called by Ellen White the
Omega of Apostasy. As the name Omega,
(the last letter in the Greek alphabet),
implies. this is the final apostasy.

Within all the infonnation connected
with the AIpha apostasy is one great
qualifier necessary to understand the
Omega. This qualifier is the one item that
those who will not understand are des-
tined to reject. Consider the following:
"The very last deception ofSman will

be to make of none effect the testimony of
the Spirit of God. 'Where there is no
vision, the people perish' Proverbs. 29: 18.
Satan will work ingeniously, in different

ways and through different agencies, to
unsettle the confidence of God's remnant
people in the true testimony." Selected
Messages, book 1,48.

Those who will be taken in the snare
of the last apostasy will not have confi-
dence in the Spirit of Prophecy, but it is
within the Spirit of Prophecy that God has
preserved the infonnation necessary to
identifY the Omega of Apostasies. With-
out the faith to accept the Alpha apostasy
as an example of the Omega apostasy, one
is in darkness, and will believe a lie.

U Especially solemn is the apostle's
statement regarding those who should re-

fuse to receive 'the love orthe truth.' 'For
this cause,' he declared of all who should
deliberately reject the messages of truth,
'God shall send them strong delusion, that
they should believe a lie: that they all
might be damned who believed 110t the
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteous-
ness.' 2 Thessalonians 2: 11-12. Men can-
not with impunity reject the warnings that
God in mercy sends them. From those
who persist in turning from these warn-
ings, God withdraws His Spirit. leaving
them to the deceptions that they love."
The Ac:rs a/rite Aposlles, 266.

Within the historical setting of a
church which had resisted the Holy Spirit
in the 1888 message, and which was then
confronted by a great financial crisis.
because the two institutions God raised up
to accomplish His work were crumbling
to ashes, let us consider the hallmarks of
the Alpha apostasy as set forth in a letter
Ellen White wrote in October 1903 enti-
tied" Decided Action to Be Taken Now,"
and found in Bailie Creek Lellers. 79-83.
Prayerfully consider the contents of this
letter which is reprinted on pages 12-14
of this magazine.

Notice that within the first five para-
graphs of this letter Mrs. White repeatedly
states that God permitted this apostasy
that Adventists might learn from the expe-
rience. Tragic as much of Adventist his-
tory has been, it is still to be considered
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Central to the story of the Alpha is the fact that
many, especially ofour church leadership, did

not comprehend what was taking place though it
happened right before their eyes. The same
blindness afflicts the church during the Omega.

sacred history. What was recorded by our
prophet in the past is prophetic history
today and should be understood by the
principle in I Corinthians 10: II:

., 'Now all these things happened unto
them for ensamples: and they arc written
for OUf admonition. upon whom the ends
of the world are come.' The failures and
mistakes ofanciellllsrael arc not as griev-
ous in the sight of God as are the sins of
the people of God in this age. Light has
been increasing from age to age, and the

generations that follow have the example
or the generations that went before. The
Lord does not change, and a sin which He
condemned in former generations should
be avoided by us. We should heed the
admonition that has been given in the
past, and lay hold of the prom ises that arc
made for the encouragement of the obedi-
ent." Review and Herald. May 21, 1895.

As we review the AIpha apostasy we
see that Mrs. While was permitted to
understand it for the benefit of those
.1 upon whom the ends of the world are
come." I Corinthians 10: II. She com·
pares the AIpha, and therefore the Omega,
to Salaam. Much can be gleaned from the
biblical account of Balaam, found in
Numbers 22-25, as an example of the
apostasy thar will confront God's people
just before they enter the Promised Land.
We should especially notc Balaam's char-
acter and lack of doctrinal purity. Con-
sider the lallowing:

"There are many in the world today
whose character is represented by that of
Balaam. They have a correct knowledge
of most of the doctrines of religion, but
with these arc mingled superstitions and
heresies. Satan has a knowledge of the
truth, and so do many who are his ser-
vants. Excellent words may proceed from
their lips: they may claim to possess great
faith. and to enjoy much of the divine
blessing; but their hearts are destitute of
the grace of God. They are not followers
of Christ, and do not those things that
please Him. The only safety for any, at the
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present day as well as in ancient times, is
to seek diligently to know the will ofGod,
and then be ready to obey that will." The
Signs oflhe Times, ovcmber 25, 1880.

Notice in this quotation two signifi-
cant characteristics of Balaam: lack of
doctrinal purity, and lack of character
development. As did the Alpha. the
Omega will attack the doctrines support-
ing the Seventh-day Adventist message,
especially the doctrines presenting lhe
necessity ofcharacter perfection.

Paragraph five of Ellen White's" De-
cided Action to Be Taken Now" letter,
speaks about a doctrine which attacks the
truth about God's personality. She states
that this CITor \vas accepted by the leader-
ship of the church. The next paragraph
warns that when this falsc concept ofGod is
accepted it will destroy thc whole Christian
economy. She goes on to warn that this
doctrine will attack the book of Revelation,
downplay the necessity to prepare for the
time of tTOuble. and attack the history of
God's people. Certainly the battle that has
been raging within Adventism since thc
early fifties is foreshadowed by this letter.

Paragraph eight also refers to a doc-
trinal aberration denying the past experi-
ence of God's people and attacking the
foundations of our mcssage. It raises thc
question, .. Where arc the Walchmen?"

In paragraph nine God calls for His
people to stand up for truth. Paragraph ten
gives prominence to the Laodicean mes-
sage.

Paragraph thirteen is the classic qUOla w

tion concerning the Alpha apostasy and is
laden with types and figures. If we want to
understand the Omcga ofapostasy wcshould
study this paragraph. Rightly understood, it
presents enough light on the Omega that all
who wish to recognize it may do so. We will
dissect this paragraph into ils individual
points for your consideration.
"The enemy of souls has sought to

bring in the supposition that a great refor-
mation was to take place among Seventh-
day Adventists, and that this refomlation

would consist in giving up the doctrines
which stand as the pillars of our faith, and
engaging in a process of reorganization.
Were this refomlation to take place, what
would result?
I. "The principles of truth that God in His
wisdom has given to the remnant
church, would be discarded.

2. '" Our religion would be changed.
3. "The fundamental principles that have

sustained the work for the lasl fitiy
years wou Id be accounted as error.

4. h A new organization would be estab-
lished.

5. "Books of a new order wou Id be
written.

6.•. A system of intellectual philosophy
would be introduced.

7. uThe founders of this system would go
into the cities, and do a wonderful
work.

8. "The Sabbath of course, would be
lightly regarded, as also the God who
created it.

9.': Olhing would be allowed to stand in
the way of the new movement.

10. "111e leaders would teach thal virtue is
better than vice)

I I. "but God being removed, they would
place their dependence on human
power. which, without God, is worth-
less.

12. "Their foundation would be built on
the sand, and storm and tempest would
sweep away the structure." Selected
Messages, book 1,204-205.
There is certainly more in this letter

and in other references to be considered,
but enough is unfolded here for us to
recognize that the Omcga apostasy, as
typified by the Alpha apostasy. is in the
process of fulfillment. Of course. central
to the story of the Alpha is the fact that
many, cspecially of our church leader-
ship, did not comprehend what was tak-
ing place though it happened right before
their eyes. The same blindness afflicts the
church during the Omega. The primary
cause of this blindness ia a lack of a
"love of the truth" evidenced by the
neglect and rejection of the Spirit of
Prophecy.
One thing is certain: "Those Seventh-

day Adventists who take their stand un-
der Satan"s banner will first give up their
faith in the warnings and reproofs con-
tained in the Testimonies of God's
Spirit." Selecled Messages, book 3, 84.
Thus they desert their sure foundation

for an underpinning of quicksand. The
end result of such a removal need not be
described. 0



If) Itif
[ am considering where to sell some

furniture as to have more money lor
sions. Plcase pmy for a good place to do
this. We are retired and don't have large
funds. but J believe the time is here to sell
possessions whi Ie we can do so. May God
truly bc with all of you thcre at I-Iopc
Intemalional. LW, Oregon

I greatly desire to attend your camp
meeting at the close of July 199-l. For a
number of years I have been subscribing
to and reading Our Finn Foundation and
have been blessed and encouraged by it. If
it is possible could yOlI please let me
know very soon so I can rent a room at the
Mill Village Motel, tor it's within walking
distance or your grounds. I do not drive
because orall eye impairment. This camp
meeting would be 111)' !irst al flope Intcr-
IKIlional and I've desired and prayed that
one year I could attend. DB. Canada

I am a member of the --- church.
I have read some of your Firm FOllnda-
tion magazines and found them to be very
enlightcning. 'Vie have somc problems
here that we arc trying to solve among
mcmbers. and I believe that your maga-
zines have some answers to them. Praise
God. .JP, East Malaysia

Enclosed please find a contribution to
the wonderful work you arc doing in
spreading the truth in these last days. We
sincerely appreciate your elTorts and are
quite anxious to go homc to hcaven with
Jesus soon. Please send us a year's sub-
scription to Our Firm Foundation. We
truly gain a blessing from this publication.

CT. Florida

I have waited and pmyed for this
moment in time when the Lord Jesus
Christ will takc the open lead by lIis
Spirit-led followers. We arc entcring the
time of the Loud Cry, and there will be no
turning back. The Christians in Babylon
are in need of the information we have

and many a professed SO;\ is in need of
Ihe Spiril Ihat comes by aecepling the
L1nadulterated gospel thai Paul preached. I
am sending an offering. for I expect you to
get many requests for the materials you
oller. The time is here: I only hope we are
equal to the demands. ES. Washington

It was my privilige to meet you and
hear your senTIons at the camp meeting
held at Bangalore. India. I was very much
impressed by your presentation of the
message and by your lilcstyle.

I am a retired minister of the Seventh-
day Adventist organization, doing inde-
pendent ministry. All my sons are em-
ployed in the SDA organization.

Our ministry visits the sick and prays
ror them, working among backsliders and
bringing Ihem back 10 the church. We also
laid plans to work among the heathen who
never heard the name of Jesus and His
saving power. There are lribal people
living at the foot of the mountains. We are
planning to give them primary education
so that they can read the Bible.

We need some free tracts and maga-
zines for distribution. I would also like to
translatc some articles into local lan-
guages lor which I ask your permission.
Above all this we need YOLir prayers and
counsel to strengthen this humble begin-
ning. India

We sohcit your pro.yel's and donations
(marked "Overseas Literature "). Your
COnlributiof7.\· \ViII help us answer the iJ7-
sGtiahie demand from third-world COW7-
triesjhr spirilllal jhod.-Editors

I came across a magazine entitled
Truthfor Today at a friend's libr.:lry and as
such I will like to know morc about your
publications. seCI, and beliefs.

I hope to hear from you soon since I
am now in a fix, for I want to serve the
true master. But with the spring of so
many mushroom churches one should be
vcry careful.

Ilowever I am prcpared to pay for any
amount to know the truth, since worldly
knowledge is nothing to me now. If you
have prerecorded scripts, sermons, les-
sons, etc., on both video and audio cas-
settes, let me know the prices. SA. Ghana

Responses to the Earth's Fill,,1 Warning
Tabloid

I found a copy of Eorth 's Finol Warn-
ing and read it. It is so good I wOLild like
morc copies to give to others. Please send
10 copies. It is the one with Yeltsin and
the Pope and Clinton on the front. I am
enclosing $10. 88, Florida

I would like to receive your publica-
tion. A few weeks ago I saw a ['riend with
a copy of Eorlh 's Finol Warning. I had no
chance to read it. I don't know if it is
possible to receive a back issue as well of
your publication. Thank you.

FP. Nell' York

Today I read your inspired newspaper
for Ihe first time. Yesterday my 16-year-
old daLighter bent down to fix her pantlcg
and noticed the newspaper lying on the
sidewalk. She picked it up and broLight it
home. I jLlst finished reading every word
and I had 10 write to tell yOLi what a
wonderful work God has committed to
your hands.

I have always believed SalUl'day is Ihe
Sabbath, and I thank God for yOLi that yOLi
arc able to print this material and get it out
to the pLiblic.

I have been unimployed since Fe-
burary, so I am unable to donate anything
now, but I am hungry for the word and I
humbly reqLlest Rome '.\' Challenge and
YOLir lree Bible course.

My prdyers are for you and your min-
istry to continue to fight lhe good fight. I
believe everything that happens is under
God's control, and my daughter finding
your paper on the street and bringing it
home lO me was Providence. TJ. Canada
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Decided Action to Be Taken Now
God have been received even by l11en who
have had a long experience in the truth.
When such l11en consent to eat of the fruit
of the tree of knowledge of good and evil
we are no longer to regard the subject as a
maller to be treated with the greatest
delicacy. That those whol11 we thought
sound in the faith should have failed to
discem the specious, deadly influence of
this science or evil. should alarm us as
nothing else has alarmed us.

It is something that cannot be treated
as a small matter that men who have had
so much light and such clear evidence as
to the genuineness of the truth we held.
should become unsettled, and led to ac-
cept spiritualistic theories regarding the
personality of God. These doctrines. 1'01-
lowed to their logical conclusion. sweep
away the whole Christian economy. They
estimate as nothing the light that Christ
came from heaven to give John to give to
His people. They teach that the scenesjust
before us are not of sufficient importance
to be given special attention. They make
of no clTect the truth of heavenly origin,
and rob the people or God of their past
experience, giving them instead a false
science.

During the past night, I have been
shown more distincl1y than ever before
that these sentiments have been looked

DURING thc night the Spirit 01'
God has been presenting many
things to my mind. The experi-

ence Ihal was given LIS at the General
Conl'ercnee held in Battle Creek early in
190 I. wa, ol'God. Ilad Dr. Kellogg at that
time done thorough work, the ten"ible
cxpt.:ricllcc through which we are 110\\'
passing would never have been.

God has permitted the presentation or
the combinJtioll or good and evil in The
Ullin,!!. Temple to be made to reveal the
danger Lhrec.llcning us. The working that
has been so ingeniously carried on lie has
permitted in order that certain develop-
ments might be made. and that it might be
secn what J l11all CJn do with human
minds when he has obtained their confi-
dence as a physician. God has permitted
the present crisis to come to open the eyes
or those who desire to know the truth. He
would have llis people understand to
what lengths the sophistry i:md devising of
the enemy would lead.

Mcn havc given to our leading physi-
cian Olllcgiancc that is due to God alone;
and he has becn pcrmiUcd to show what
self-exalLation will lead men to do. Scien-
tific. spiritualistic sentiments, repre-
senting the Creator as an essence pervad-
ing all nature, hi.lve been given to our
people, and have been received even by

some who have had a long experience as
teachers or the Word 01' God. The results
of this insidious devising will break out
again and again. There are many for
whom special el'l'orts will have to be put
forth to free them from this specious
deception.

I am now authorized to say that the
time has come to take decided action. The
development seen in the cause of God is
similar to the development seen when
Salaam caused Israel to sin just before
they entered the Promised Land. How
dangerous it is so to exalt any man that he
becomes confused. and confuses the
minds of others in regard to the truths that
Cor the last lifty ycars the Lord has been
giving His people!

Few call see the meaning of the pres-
ent apostasy. But the Lord has lifted the
curtain, and has shov,1'J1 me its meaning.
and the result that it will have ifallowed to
continue. We must now lin our voices in
warning. Will our people acknowledge
God as the supreme Ruler. or wi 1\ they
choose the misleading arguments and
views that when lully developed. make
Him. in the minds of those who accept
them, as nothingness?

These words were spoken to me in the
night senson. The sentiments in The Liv-
ing Temple regarding the personality of
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I am instructed to say that those who would tear
away the foundation that God has laid are not to

be accepted as the teachers and leaders ofHis
people. We are to hold the beginning ofour
confidence steadfast unto the end.

upon by some as the grand truths that are
to be brought in and made prominent at
lhe present time. I was shown a platform
braced by solid timbers-the truths of the
words of God. Someone high in responsi-
bility in the medical work was directing
this man and that man to loosen the
timbers supponing this platform. Then I
heard a voice saying, "Where are the
watchmen that ought to be standing on the
walls of Zion? Are they asleep? How can
they be silcnt? This foundation was built
by the Master Worker, and will stand
storm and tempest. Will they permit this
man to present doctrines that deny the past
experience of the people of God? The
time has come to take decided action."

I was instructed to call upon our phy-
sicians and ministers lO take a firm stand
for the truth. We are not to allow atheistic,
spiritualistic sentiments lO be brought be-
fore our youth. God has led us in the past,
giving us truth, eternal truth. By this truth
we are to stand. Some of the leaders in the
the medical work have been deceived, and
if they continue to hold fanciful, spiritual-
istic ideas, they will make many believe
that the platform upon which we have
been standing for the past fifty years has
been torn away. These men need now to
see with anointed eyes, with clear spiritual
vision, that in spite of all men can do,
"The foundation of God standeth sure,"
and "The Lord knoweth them that are
his." 2 Timothy 2: 19.

The message to the Laodicean church
comes to us at this time with special
meaning. Read it, and ask God to show
you its import. Thank God that He is still
sending us messages of mercy. Those
accepting the theories regarding God that
are introduced in The Living Temple are in
great danger of being led finally to look
upon the whole Bible as a fiction; for
these theories make of no effect the plain
Word ofGod.

The tempter is working to gather to-
gether at Battle Creek as large a number as
possible, hoping that they will receive false
ideas of God and His work, and thus make
of no effect the impressions that God would
have made on the minds of those engaged
in the medical missionaty work and in the
gospel ministry. God abhors the great
ling words of vanity that have been spoken
by some connected with the Sanitarium.
The judgments of God have been visited
upon Battle Creek, and those judgments
call for humiliation rather than for proud
boasting and self-exaltation.

The heavenly messenger turned to
those professing to be medical missionar-

ies, and said, "How could you allow
yourselves to be led blindfold? How could
yOll so misrepresent the name you bear?
You have your Bibles. Why have you not
reasoned from cause to effect? You have
accepted theories that have led you away
from the truths that are to stamp their
impress upon the characters of a[1 Sev-
enth-day Adventists. Your leader has
been removing the foundation-timbers
one by one, and his reasoning would soon
leave uS with nO certain foundation for our
faith. He has not heeded the Testimonies
that God through His Spirit has given. The

books of the Bib[e containing most impor-
tant instruction are disregarded because
they say so much about a personal God.
He has not known whither his feet were
tending. But in his recent writings, his
tendencies toward pantheism have been
revealed."

The enemy of souls has sought to
bring in the supposilion that a great refor-
mation was to take place among Seventh-
day Adventists, and that this reformation
would consist in giving up the doctrines
which stand as the pillars of our faith, and
engaging in a process of reorganization.
Were this reformation to take place what
would result? The principles of truth that
God in His wisdom has given to the
remnant church would be discarded. Our
religion would be changed. The funda-
mental principles that have sustained the
work for the last fifty years would be
accounted as error. A new organization
would be established. Books of a new
order would be written. A system of
intellectual philosophy would be intro-
duced. The founders of this system would
go into the cities, and do a wonderful
work. The Sabbath, of course, would be
light[y regarded, as also the God who
created it. Nothing would be allowed to
stand in the way of the new movement.
The leaders would teach that virtue is
better than vice, but God being removed
they would place their dependence on
human power, which, without God, is

worthless. Their foundation would be
built on the sand, and storm and tempest
would sweep away the structure.

Who has authority to begin such a
movement? We have our Bibles. We have
our experience, attested to by the miracu-
lous working of the Holy Spirit. We have
a truth that admits of no compromise.
Shall we not rcpudiate cverything that is
not in harmony with this truth?

A mind trained only in worldy scicnce
fails 10 discern the deep things of God, but
the samc mind, converted and sanctified,
would see the divine power in the Word.

Only the mind that is cleansed by the
sanctification of the Spirit can discern
heavenly things.

The Scriptures, given by inspiration of
God, are l< profitable for doctrine, for re-
proof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness. that the man of God may
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all
good works." 2 Timothy 3:16-17. Let us
go Lo the Word of God for guidance. Let
us seek for a "Thus saith the Lord." We
have enough of human methods. Breth-
ren, awake to your God-given responsi-
bilities. Your judgment, unless perverted
by a long practice of false principles, will
discern the deep things of God, given by
His Holy Spirit, and your hearts will be
made susceptible to the teachings of the
Word.

May God bring His people under the
deep movings of His Spirit. The Spirit
makes efficient the ordinary means of
grace. God teaches that His kingdom is to
be established in the calih ,. not' by might,
nor by power," (Zechariah 4:6.) but by
His Spirit. The Spirit is the efficiency of
His people.

I rllll instructed to say that those who
would tear away the foundation that God
has laid are not to bc accepted as the
teachers and leaders of His people. We are
to hold the beginning of our confidence
steadfast unto the end. Words of power
have been sent by God and by Christ to
this people, bringing them out from the
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world poinl by point, into the clear light of
present truth. With lips touched with holy
fire, God's servants have proclaimed the
message. The divine utterance has set its
seal to the genuiness of rhe truth pro-
claimed.

The Lord calls for a renewal of the
straight testimony born in years past. He
calls for a revival of spiritual life. The
spiritual energies of His people have long
been torpid, but there will be a resurrec-
tion from apparent death.

In the future, God will call for the gifts
and talents of men not now actively en-
gaged in His service. Let these respond to
His call putting their trust in the great
Medical Missionary. The power that is the
life of the soul has not been seen as it l11ust
be. It has been smothered for want of
spiritual vcntilation- the blending of hu-

man effort and divine grace. God is call-
ing upon His people to work. He comes to
them as they idle away the precious,
golden moments, and says, "Go work
today in my vineyard" Matthew 21 :28.

By prayer and confession of sin we
must clear the King's highway. As we do
this. the power of the Spirit will come to
us. We need the Pentecostal energy. This
will come; for the Lord has promised to
send His Spirit as the all-conquering
power.

Men may still learn the things that
belong to their peace. Mercy's voice may
still be heard, calling, "Come unto me, all
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you, and learn of me; for I am meek and
lowly in hemt; and ye shall find rest unto
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my

burden is light." Matthew I I:28-30. It is
only when spiritual life is given that rest is
found and lasting good secured. We must
be able to say, in storm and tempest. "My
anchor holds." He who builds upon any
other foundarion than that which has been
laid, builds upon shifting sand. God calls
for a reformation. But he who seeks to
bring about a reformation without the aid
of the Holy Spirit's reviving power will
lind himself adrift. Those who turn from
human foolishness and frailty, from
man's seductive arts, from Satan's plan-
ning, 10 Christ, the Shepherd and Bishop
of our souls, will stand secure upon the
platform of eternal truth. 0

Bailie Creek Lellers, 79-83 (October
1903)

Welcome to
Camp Meeting

Summer-Fall 1994

You are cordially invited to attend the following camp meetings. It is our desire
that these meetings will be an encouragement to God's remnant people.

Camp Meetings Sponsored by Hope International
For more information, call Hope International at (206) 832-6602

July 27-31 Eatonville, Washington
August 11-14 Douglasville, Georgia
August 25-27 Hendersonville, North Carolina

September 15-18 Angelus Oaks, California
September 22-25 Augusta, New Jersey
October 14-23 New England (Location to be announced)

Hope International Speakers Will Also Be at These Camp Meetings
For more information, call Hartland Institute at (703) 672-3100

August 2-7 Rapidan, Virginia
October 5-9 Collegedale, Tennessee

You are also invited to the Truth Triumphant Ministries Camp Meeting
For more information, call (604) 379-2708 or 379-2590

August 10-14 Falkland, British Columbia
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The
Omega
of

Apostasy

,

No subject in Adventism is more
controversial than is the subject
of apostasy in relationship to the

Seventh-day Adventist Church. This ract
may be due in pan to our varied under-
standings of what constitutes apostasy.
The New World Dielioml1:'" says apostasy
is "an abandoning of what onc has be-
lieved in as a nlith, a cause or principle:'
Let LIS as Seventh-day Adventist laily.
leaders and pastors measure ourselves by
this definition and ask ourselves, Are \NC

in apostasy?
Soon alier 1844 Ellen White wrote:
"Had Adventists, ancr the great dis-

appointment in 1844. held last their raith,
and followed on unitedly in the opening
providence of God. receiving the mes-
sllge of the third angel and in the power
of the Iioly Spirit proclaiming it to the
world. they would have seen the salva-
tion of God. the Lord would have
wrought mightily with their efforts, the
work would have been completed. and
Christ would have come ere this to re-
ceive His people to their reward:' Se-
lected Messages. book 1.68.

In 1900 she \\fote similar words be-
cause of the rejection oCthe 1888 message
of righteousness by faith. See TestinlO-
nies. vol. 6. 450: Tlte Great COl1lrO':enT.
458.

Worldliness in the church brought on
the rejection orGod's message in 1888. It
was much worse lhan the worldliness of
the Jews whom Christ denounced. Ellen
White describes the church's tragic condi-
tion in 1882:

"1 am filled with sadness when I think of
our condition as a people. The Lord has not
closed heaven to us. but our o\vn course of
continual backsliding has separdted us from
God. Pride, covetousness. and love or the
world have lived in the heart without fear or
banishment or condemnation. Grievous and
presumptuous sins have dwelt among us.
And yet the gcncml opinion is that thcchurch
is nourishing and that pc",ee and spiritual
prosperity arc in all her borders." Testimo-
nies. vol. 5. 217.

This worldly condition existed be-
cause of doubt. unbelief, and disregard of
the Testimonies or the Spirit or God. In
1882 we were in sleady retreat. Can we
say we are in n better position today? Can
Wt; say that these statements do not apply
to us?

,. One thing it is certain is soon to be
realized-the great apostasy, which is
developing and increasing and
stronger. will continue to do so until the
Lord shall descend rrom heaven with a
ShOUL" Special Testimonies. Series B,
No.7,57.

Ron Spear

"Confederacies will increase in num-
ber and power as we nearer to the
end of time. These confederacies will
create opposing innucnces to the truth,
forming new panics of professed belicv-
ers who will act out their own delusive
theories. Thc apostasy will increase.
'Some shall depart from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits. and doctrines of
devils.' I Timothy 4: I. Men and women
have con rederated to oppose the Lord
God or heaven, and the church is only
half awake to the situation." Selected
Messages, book 2, 383.

The Alpha of Apostasy

Ellen White penned a letter in Octo-
ber or 1903, round on pages 12-14 or
this In this letter she specifi-
cally outlines the identifying marks of
the Alpha or apostasy. She was told to
meet this Alpha 0 r apostasy. 1\ nd j list as
she and our pioneers mct the Alpha, so
we are told to meet the Omega of apos-
tasy.

'" Be not deceived; many will depart
from the nlith, giving heed to seducing
spirits and doctrines of devils. \Ve have
now before us the Alpha of this danger.
The Omega will be of a most startling
nature." Ibid., book I, 197.

July 1994 Our Firm Fil/llldalio" 15



The old truths, given us at the beginning, are to
be heralded far and near. The lapse oftime has

not lessened their value. It is the constant effort of
the enemy to remove these truths from their setting,
and to put in their place spurious theories.

During the Alpha of apostasy the
iceberg symbolized the destructive power
of its pantheistic theories. OUf prophet
saw in vision the great danger these theo-
ries presented to the pillars of tile remnant
church. God LOld her to meet them, and
she did. Now another iceberg has ap-
peared. but this time there is no living
prophet to warn us and to cry out that it is
time to meet it. However, we still have the
living messages of our prophet to guide
us.

.. The old truths, given us at the begin-
ning, are to be heralded far and near. The
lapse of time has not lessened their value.
It is the constanl effort of the enemy to
remove these truths frol111heir setting, and
to put in their place spurious theories. But
the Lord will raise up men of keen percep-
tion, who with clear vision will discern
the intrigues of Satan, and will give these
truths their proper place in the plan of
God." Review and Herald, August 20,
1903.

Our Religion to Be Changed

During the Alpha apostasy we were
warned Ihal our religion would be
changed. To change our waymarks, the
pillars of our faith, we would find it
necessary to discredit the Spirit of Proph-
ecy. The Omega of apostasy will be to
make of nOne effect the teachings of the
Spirit of Prophecy. This deception is the
very last. Ellen White prophesied that this
rejection of her work would take place
before the end.

., Satan is ... constantly pressing in the
spurious-to lead away from the truth.
The very last deception of Satan will be to
make of none effect the testimony of the
Spirit of God. 'Where there is no vision.
the people perish.' Proverbs 29: 18. Satan
will work ingeniously, in different ways
and through different agencies, to unsettle
the confidence of God's remnant people
in the true testimony.

·'There will be a hatred kindled against
the Testimonies which is satanic. The
workings of Satan will be to unsettle the
faith of the churches in them, for this
reason: Satan cannot have so clear a track to
bring in his deceptions and bind up souls in
his delusions if the warnings and reproofs
and counsels of the Spirit of God are
heeded." Selected Messages, book 1,48.
"I was shown that many had so little

spirituality that they did not understand
the value of the Testimonies or their real
object. They talked nippantly of the Testi-
monies given by God for the benefit of
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His people, and passed judgment upon
them, giving their opinion and criticizing
this and that, when they would better have
placed their hands upon their lips, and
prostrated themselves in the dust; for they
could not appreciate the spirit ofthe Testi-
monies, because they knew so little of the
Spirit of God." Testimonies, vol. 5, 672-
673

Satan hates the Spirit of Prophecy. In
order to destroy confidence in the land-
marks of Adventism. he must first destroy
confidence in the Testimonies. Unfortu-
nately he has been in this effort more than
moderately successful. This is most readily

demonstrated by our turning back from
following the Lord's counsels through the
Spirit of Prophecy regarding how to oper-
ate His health, educational and publishing
institutions.
"Let ministers and people remember

that gospel truth hardens when it docs
not save. The rejection of light leaves
men captives, bound about by chains of
darkness and unbelief. The soul that
refuses to listen to the invitations of
mercy from day LO day can soon listen to
the most urgent appeals without an emo-
tion stirring his soul. As laborers with
God we need more fervent piety and less
self-exaltation. The more self is exalted,
the more will faith in the Testimonies of
the Spirit of God be lessened.... Those
who trust wholly in themselves will see
less and less of God in the Testimonies of
His Spirit." Ibid.,681.

As typified during the Alpha in Kel-
logg's book Living Temple, the Omega of
apostasy will be advanced by books of a
new order. In the late fifties some of our
theologians and leaders reached across
the gulf to clasp the hand of the Evangeli-
cal world. During meetings with Evan-
gelical leaders Drs. Barnhouse and Mar-
tin we compromised our position on two
important doctrines, the nature of Christ
and the atonement. To convince our new-
found Evangelical friends that our com-
promise was genuine, we produced a

book called Question.\· on Doctrine. A
large percentage of this book is good
solid Seventh-day Adventist material, but
a small percentage is deadly heresy. Very
subtly this book altered our position on
these landmarks, thus bringing us the
blessing of approval which we were
seeking from the Evangelical world. A
few years later we published the book
Iv!ovement of Destiny, which seems to
excuse the rejection of the righteousness-
by-faith message in 1888. In fact, this
book attempts to suggest that the 18Sg
message was received and experienced at
that time.

Other injurious books have followed:
Pel/eet in Chris' by Helmet Ott, insidi-
ously seeks to destroy the real victory-
over-sin message and presents a counter-
feit. George Knight's book, From 1888
to Apostwy, attempts to rewrite the his-
tory of the rejection of the 1888 message.
Recently, Jack Sequeira's Beyond Belief
has brought a new heresy to God's peo-
ple under the guise of professing to be the
message that Jones and Waggoner
brought. In reality this book denies their
message. See Our Firm Foundation,
March and April 1994 issues. Yes, books
of a new order are among us today. These
books are being printed on our own
presses. and sold in our own stores.

The Omega. we arc told. will present
the delusion that a great refornlation is
taking place. It will also propose a new
organization. Those associated with this
new organization will try to change the
doctrines which are the pillars ofour faith.
Even in her day the prophet of the Lord
saw this heresy developing:

"After the truth has been proclaimed
as a witness to all nations, every conceiv-
able power of evil will be set in operation.
and minds will be confused by many
voices crying, •Lo, here is Christ; 10, He is
there. This is the truth, I have the message
from God, He has sent me with great
light.' Then there will be a removing of
the landmarks, and an attempt to tear



B efore the last developments of the work of
apostasy there will be confusion of faith.

There will not be clear and definite ideas
concerning the mystery ofGod. One truth after
another will be corrupted.

down the pillars of our faith." The Sev-
enth-day Bible CommentGfY.
vol. 7,985.

What are the pi liars referred to in th is
stalement? The prophet of the Lord de-
scribes them:
"The passing of the time in 1844 was

a period of great events. opening to our
astonished eyes the cleansing of the
sanctuary transpiring in heaven, and
having decided relation to God's people
upon the earth, [alsolthe first and sec-

ond angels' messages and the third. un-
furling the banner on which was in-
scribed, 'The commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus.' Revelalion 14: 12.
One of the landmarks under this mes-
sage was the temple of God, seen by His
truth-loving people in heaven, and the
ark containing the law of God. The light
of the Sabbath of the fourth command-
ment flashed its strong rays in the path-
way of the transgressors of God's law.
The non immortality of the wicked is an
old landmark. I can call to mind nothing
more that can come under the head of
the old landmarks." Counsels to Writers
and Editors1 30-31.

The cleansing of the sanctuary is the
most distinct of all our doctrines; no other
church has it. Others preach lhe seventh-
day Sabbath and the true state of the dead,
but no one teaches the sanctuary truth as
God has given it to us through the Bible and
the Spirit of Prophecy.
"While Christ is cleansing the sanctu-

ary, the worshipers on earth should care-
fully review their life, and compare their
character with the standard of righteous-
ness." EVQngelism 1 224.

., In the future, deceplion ofevery kind
is to arise, and we want solid ground for
our feet. We want solid pillars for the
building. ot one pin is to be removed
from that which the Lord has established.
The enemy will bring in false theories,
such as the doctrine that there is no sanc-
tuary. This is one of the points on which
there will be a departing from the faith.

Where shall we find safety unless it be in
the truths that the Lord has been giving for
the last fifty years?" Review and Herald,
May 25. 1905.

Every Seventh-day Adventist is to be
weighed in the balances of the sanctuary.
See Testimonies, vol. 8. 247.
"The three angels of Revelation 14

are represented as nying in the midst of
heaven, symbolizing the work of those
who proclaim the first. second. and third
angel's messages. All are linked to-

gether. The evidences of the abiding.
ever-living truth of these grand mes-
sages. that mean so much to the church.
that have awakened such intense opposi-
tion from the religiolls world, are not
extinct. Sman is constantly seeking to
cast a shadow about these messages, so
that lhe people of God shall not clearly
discern their import, their time and
place; but they live and are to exert their
power upon our religious experience
while lime shall last.
"The influence of these messages has

been deepening and widening, setting in
motion the springs of action in thousands
of hearts, bringing into existence institu-
tions of learning, publishing houses, and
health institutions. All these are instru-
mentalities of God to cooperate in the
grand work represented by the first, sec-
ond, and third angels, the work of warn-
ing the inhabilants of the world that
Christ is coming the second time with
power and great glory." Tesl imonies, vol.
6.17-18.

The experience of true justification
has been deleted from our messages and a
counterfeit justification has been intro-
duced in its place. Many are being [aught
to believe that we are justified even while
committing known sin. However. only
when we are rcady to covenant with God
10 forsake all sin by the power of the Holy
Spirit are we justified. See 2 Corinthians
7:9-10.

"While God can be just, and yet jus-
tify the sinner through the merits of

Christ, no man can cover his soul with the
garments of Christ's righteousness while
practicing known sins, or neglecting
known duties. God requires the entire
surrender of the heart, before justi ficalion
can take place: and in order for man to
rctain justification. there must be contin-
ual obedience. through active. living faith
that works by love and purifies lhe soul:'
Selected Messages, book I. 366.

It is impossible to overlook the raet
that doctrinally we are currently in apos-
tasy. Our colleges and seminary are teach-
ing our ministers to think and preach like
Evangelicals. Very few of our people
uphold fully the standards and the princi-
ples laid down for us in God's preciolls
gin, the Spirit of Prophecy.

.• Before the last developments of the
work of apostasy there will be confusion
of faith. There will not be clear and
definite ideas concerning the mystery of
God. One truth after another will be cor-
rupled.'· Signs af the Times. May 28,
1894.

We must not forget the warning Sistcr
White gave LIS that in the Omega or
apostasy nothing will stand in the way of
the new movement. Also, leaders 1 pastors
and laity witlmisil1[erpret the signs of the
times and will cry Peace. peace. when
there is no peace.

., But of the times and the seasons,
brethren. ye have no need that I write unto
you. For yourselves know perfectly that
the day of the Lord so cometh as a thiefin
the night. For when they shall say. Peace
and safety: then sudden destruction
cometh upon them, as travail upon a
woman with child: and they shall not
escape. But ye, brethren. are not in dark-
ness, that that day should overtake you as
a thief. Ye are all the children oflight. and
the children of the day: we are nOl of the
night, nor of darkness." I Thessalonians
5: 1-5.

Will God be forced to deal with us as
He did with the ancient Jewish church? Or
as He did with our early denomination in
the nres of Battle Creek? That our situ-
ation is not hopeless is indicated by the
follmving promise of a revival:

,. When purification shall take place in
our ranks. we shall no longer rest at ease,
boasting of being rich and increased with
goods. in need of nothing." Testimonies.
vol. 8.250.

Brethren. we are a duplicate of an-
cient Israel-only worse because we
have had greater Iight, as we are told in
Testimonies, vol. I, 129. and vol. 5,
75-76,456.
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Book
Available

The above article is a di-
gested presentation adapted
from Ron Spear's book enti-
tled The Omega ofApostasy.
For a fuller presentation of

this timely subject order this
book for only $1.75. You may
discount 25% off this price for
orders of 10 or more copies.
Please add 10% shipping

($1.50 minimum). Washing-
ton residents add 7.6% sales
tax. All prices are in US cur-
rency.

Like the Jews, we have mistaken ma-
terial prosperity and our membership-
growth statistics to mean that God is
blessing us. But read this inspired testi-
many:

r numbers were evidence or success,
Satan might claim the pre-eminence; lor
in this world his rollowers arc largely in
the majority. It is the degree or moral
power pervading the college that is a test
or its prosperity. It is the virtue, intelli-
gerlCe, and piety or the people composing
our churches, not their numbers, that
should be a source of joy and thankful-
ness." [bid., vol. 5. 31-32.

"Satan's snares arc laid lor us as
verily us they were laid for the children or
Israel just prior to their entrance into the
lanel of Canaan. We are repeating the
history of that people. Lightness, vanity,
love of ease and pleasure, selfishness, and
impurity are increasing Jmong liS. There
is need now or men \vho arc firm and
learlcss in declaring the \Nhole counsel of
God; men who will not sleep ns do others,
but \vatch and be sober." Ibid., vol. 5,
[60.

The Soilltioll til the Apllstasy

" Notwithstanding the widespread de-
ch.:nsion of faith and piety, there are true
lollowcrs of Christ in these churches.
Before the final visitation of Godls judg-
ments upon the earth there wi 11 be among
the people or the Lord such a revival of
primilive godliness as has not been wit-
nessed since apostolic times. The Spirit
and power ofGod will be poured out upon
His children. At that time many will sepa-
rate themselves from those churches in
which the love of this world has sup-
planted love [or God and His Word.
Many, both of ministers and people, will
gladly accept those great truths which
God has caused to be proc[aimcd at this
time to prepare a people for the Lord's
second coming." The Creat
464.

Let us not forget the dictionary delini-
lion ofapostasy. It is abandoning that which
\VI;: once believcd in. "as a lilith, a causcl or
a principle." The pioneers and Ellen Whitc,
who on their knees searched diligently lor
truth. and who witnessed the mimculous
visions ofGod's delegated messenger, were
responsible lor the principlcs or our belier.
God put His seal or approval on these
landmarks of our laith. What would they
say! if they were alive today, about the
church they helped to found at God's direc-
tion?
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"In the great closing work we shall
meet with perplexities that we know not
how to deal with; but [et us not forgelthat
the three great Powers of heaven are
working, that a divine hand is on the
Wheel, and that God will bring His prom-
ises 10 pass. He will gather from the world
a people who will serve Him in righteous-
ness." Testimonies. vol. 8,254.

We can be encourdged by the assurance
that God will take charge of the situation
when He takes the reins into His own
hands. See Testimonies to Ministers, 300.
"God will carryon His work through

wholly consecrated workmen. If His min-
istcrs fail of representing Christ, He will
turn to others, many of whom have not
been prepared lor the work by a regular
course of study, and will put a message
into their lips. even the last message of
warning. He will call men from their
various employments, and at His bidding
they will go forth to proclaim present
truth." Review and Herald, December 9,
1902.

When the apostasy reaches a place
where there seems to be no human rem-
edy, lhen God will perlonll His purirying
work.
"Whose ran is in his hand, and he will

throughly purge his 11001'. and gather his
wheal inlo the garner; but he will burn up
the chaff with unquenchable fire." Mat-
thew 3: 12.

"And he shall sit as a refiner and
puriner or silver: and he shall purify the

sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and
silver, that they may ofrer unto the Lord
an olTering in righteousness." Malachi
3:3.
"I was pointed to the providence of

God among His people and was shown
that every trial made by the retining,
purifying process upon professed Chris-
tians proves some to be dross. The line
gold does not always appear. In every
religious crisis some fall under tempta-
tion. The shaking of God blows away
multitudes like dry leaves. Prosperity
lllultiplies a mass or professors. Adversity
purges them out or the church. As a class,
their spirits are not steadfast with God.
They go oul from us because they arc not
or LIS; for when tribulation or persecution
arises because of the Word, 111any are
offended." Testimonies, vol. 4l 89.

We are told that the Omega of apos-
tasy will be of a very startling nature. It
will attempt to change our religion, our
landmarks and the pillars 01' our laith.
Books of a new order will be published
and nothing will be allowed to stand in
the way of this new movcment. The
evidence declares that we are in the
Omega of apostasy.

God help LIS to be faithfll[ to the end,
to study as we have never studied be-
rare, and to pray as we have never
prayed before, that we may be true sol-
diers for Christ, recognizing and resist-
ing the apostasy. 0

\
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"Seventy weeks (490 years) ore determined upon thy people"

t
7 weeks , 62 weeks

T

J

ment in 1844, namely. that we were mis-
taken in the time, has bccn reviewed. We
have scen Ihat those have fallen into
egregious error who have endeavored to
disconnect the 70 weeks from the 2300
days, or to remove their date from 457 Be.
The 70 weeks are an inseparable part of
the 2300 days. To endeavor to disconnect
thcm is to outrage every principle of
interpretation. and to brand a portion of
the Word of God as aimless and absurd.
Railers at God, and despisers of His Word.
may take such a position as this, but
Christians. nevcr!

We have found the decree for the
restoration of Jerusalcm. and the date at
which it went forth; and no system of
sophistry exists on earth by which it can
be made to appear that the 2300 days did
nOl commence at that point and end in
1844.
Thus the original dates come forth

vindicated from every encounter: their
annor of defense is not malTed or brokcn.
but only polished to a brighter luster, by
eve!)' conflict; and they still stand, as they
heretofore have stood. sole and absolute
masters of lhis field of controversy.

457B.C 408 B.C AD27 AD.31 AD.34
The Decree ReSToraTion B:lplism Crucifixion Sloning
10 Rebuild of Jerusalem of Jesus of of
Jerusalem CompleTcd ChriSI Jesus ChriSl Slephcn

The Sanctuary-Part 3
FROM the fflels flbove sel forth Iin the autumn of IS44. irthey commence in 457

previous articles in this series). we IlC, as il requires only 1843 years more,
sce that reckoning the 70 weeks from 10 make the \vholc number of2300. Atten·

the decree given to Eun in the seventh of lion to onc fact will clear this point of all
Artaxerxes, 457 B.C.. there is the 1110st difficulty; and that is. that it takes 457jull
perfect hall1lOny throughout. The impor- years before Christ, and 1843 fitll years
tant and definite events of the manifesta· after, to I1'wke 2300; so that if the period
tion of the Mcssiah at His baptism, the commcnced with the very./irst day of457,
commencement of His public ministry, the it would not terminate Lillthe very last day
crucifixion. and thc turning away from the of 1843. Now it will be evident to all that
Jews to the Gentiles with the proclamation whatever part of the year 457 had passed
of the new covenant. all come in, in their away before the 2300 days commenced.
exact place, and like a bright galaxy of just so much of the year 1844 must pass
messengers of light, cluster around to set away before they would end. We therefore
their seal to the prophecy and make it sure. inquire, at what point in the year 457, are

With the seventy weeks we are now we to commence to reckon? From the fact
done; but there remains a longer period that the first 49 years were allotted to the
and other imp0l13nt events to be consid- building of the street and wall. we learn
ered. The seventy weeks are but the first that the period is to be dated, not from the
490 years of the 2300. Take 490 from starting of Ezra for Babylon. but from the
2300. and there remain 1810. The 490. as actual commencement of the work at Jeru-
we have seen. ended in the autumn of A.D. salem: which it is not probable could be
34. If to this date we now add the remain- earlier than the seventh month (autumn)
ing 1810 years. we shall have the tennina- of 457. as he did not arrive at Jerusalem
tion of the whole period. Thus. to A.D. 34, Lill the fifth month of the year. See Ezra
autumn. add 1810, and we have A.D., 7:9. The whole period would therefore
autumn. eighteen hundred and forty-four. extend to the seventh month. autumn.
Thus speedily and surely do we find the Jewish time, of 1844. (All emphasis by
termination of the 2300 days, when once author.)
thc 70 wceks have been located. The question respecting the time has James Wltile. Itusballd of Ef/en White, lIIas len

The qucry may here arise in some now been examined. The first answer years presidenl oj lite Genera! COIIJerence as
111 ind, how the days can be extended to the returncd to thc question of our disappoint- lVe!! as editor ojsevera! c/I/lrch publicalions.
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During this time Moses was shown the
pattern of the sanctuary, and all the sacred

vessels, and received full instructions in
relation thereto.

Our opponents on this view of the
prophetic periods, have been wont in
years past to meet us like this: "The 2300
days have not ended because the time has
passcd. Why the time passed in 1844
without the consummation of our hopes,
we acknowledge to be a mystery, but the
passing of the time is proof that the 2300
days have not ended."

Time, however, is no respecter of
persons nor of theories; and with the
formidable scythe which he is repre-
sented as carrying, he sometimes demol-
ishes in the most summary manner the
grotesque and gossamer theories of men.
however dear they may be to their
authors and defenders. It is so here.
Hcedless of the wild contortions of those
who would fain compel him to stop and
fulfill their darling predictions, he has
kept on the swift but cven tenor of his
way until-what? every limit is passed to
which the 2300 days can be extended;
and thus he has demonstrated that those
days have passed. Let not this point be
overlooked. Setting aside for a moment
the arguments by which they are shown
to have ended in 1844, and letting them
dale from any point where there is the
least shadow. of ground for thus placing
them, or from which anyone has ever
dreamed of dating them, and the utmost
limit to which they would extend has
gone by. They cannot possibly be dated at
any point which would bring their termi-
nation so late as the present time. We
therefore say again, Those days have
ended!

Adventists! Have you been wont to
say, We know that the days have not
ended. because the time has passed? It is
now our turn to speak. Time has at length
arrayed himself on our side of the contro-
versy, and we reply, We know that the
days have ended, because time has
passed-passcd beyond the utmost Iim its
that can be assigned for those days. All
then that we ask is that you accede to
facts, and adm it that those days. as revela-
tion. and histOlY, and time, have demon-
strated, are in the past.

But perhaps you are thinking of the
conclusion that immediately follows from
this admission; for if the days are in the
past, and the prophecy holds good, the
sanctuary, whatever it is, is being
cleansed. But if that is so, the earth cannot
be the sanctuary; for no physical change
has come over the earth, except, perhaps,
increasing signs of infirmity and old age:
and no moral change, except a deeper
plunge into wickedness and sin, on the
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part of its fast-degenerating sons and
daughters,

If time has demonstrated that the days
are in the past, it has also demonstrated
that the earth is not the sanctuary-the
very point claimed by those who olTer this
fact as the explanation of our disappoint-
ment in 1844. The inquiry then. What is
the sanctuary? is now fairly in hand.

What Is the Sanctuary'!

This is exclusively a Bible question.
With the testimony of the Bible only, thcn,
have we to do. The object of our inquiry

can only be, What does the Bible reveal to
us respecting the sanctuary? And we shall
find its testimony neither brief nor ob-
scure on this impol1'ant subjecl. The word
occurs in the inspired Scriptures one hun-
dred and forty-six times; and more times
than this does it offer us instruction by
prediction, definition, or historic record,
concerning this wonderful object.

Perhaps no language can better intro-
duce this subject than that of the apostle
Paul in his letter to the Hebrews. In
chapter 8, he contrasts the two covenants,
the first and the second, the old and the
new, under the latter of which we now
live. In chapter 9, he then speaks as
follows: "Then verily the first covenant
had also ordinances of divine service, and
a worldly sanctuary. For there was a taber-
nacle made; the first, wherein was the
candlestick, and the lablc, and the shew-
bread; which is called lhe sanctuary. And
after the second veil, the tabernacle which
is called the Holiest of all; which had the
golden censer, and the ark of the covenant
overlaid round about with gold, wherein
was the golden pot that had manna, and
Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of
the covenant; and over it the cherubims of
glory shadowing the mercy seal." etc.
Verses 1-5.

Let this language of the apostle be
carefully considered. It both introduces
and settles one great division of this ques-

tion. It tells us definitely what, for a time,
constituted the sanceuary of the Lord.
During the period covered by the first
covenant, while the tabernacle, ordained
as thus plainly described. was in exist-
ence. there can be. in (he face of these
words of Paul. no controversy as to what
constituted the sanctuary. Turning lO the
records of those times, we find a morc
definite mention of this singular structure.
which from its bearings and relations in
the tcmple of divine truth, deserves to be
examined with absorbing interest.

Go back to the time when Israel,
crowned with deliverance. stood on the

shore of the Red Sea, while the Egyptians
were perishing at their feet in the return-
ing and angry waters. Liston to that song
of triumph which Moses sings, and mark
this language, "The LORD is my strength
and song, and has become my salvation:
he is my God, and I will prepare him an
habitation." Exodus 15:2. In this we re-
ceive the first intimation of that building
that was afterward to be erected by the
direction of the Lord, that He might dwell
among His people. In verse 17 of the same
chapter. is the first occurrence of the word
sanctuary which we find in the Bible.

Pursuing the sacred record, we find in
the twenty-fifth chapter of Exodus and
onward, more definite information re-
specting the sanctuary. Here we read the
commission which God gave to Moses for
the creation of this building. In the third
month after their departure from Egypt,
the children of Israel came to the wilder-
ness of Sinai. There Moses was sum-
moned up into the moum, lO an audience
with his Maker. Forty days and nights
were consumed in that memorable inter-
view. During this time Moses was shown
thc panem of the sanctuary, and all the
sacred vessels. and received full instruc-
tions in relation thereto.

Into a particular description of the
tabernacle, as erected by Moses, we need
not here enter. Il is minutely sel forth in
Exodus, chapters 25-31. Suffice it to say



Then a cloud covered the tent of the
congregation, and the glory of the Lord

filled the tabernacle. Exodus 40. Re had now
taken possession ofRis dwelling place, in the
midst ofRis people.

)

that it was a structure of extraordinary
magnificence. f01l11ed of upright boards
overlaid with gold. It was thirty cubits in
length. about len in width. and ten in
height. At the east end, which was the
entrance, there were five pillars ofshittim
wood. overlaid with gold. having hooks of
gold and sockets of brass. Over the taber-
nacle, thus erected. \verc thrown four dif-
ferent coverings. The first and inner cov-
ering was composed of fine linen, embroi-

de red with figures of cherubim in blue.
purple. and scarlet. By this would be
formed a ceiling of surpassing beauty and
magnificcnce. The second covering was
made of goats' hair; the third of rams'
skins dyed red; and the fourth and last of
badgers' skins. A richly embroidered cur-
lain suspended fi'om the live pillars over-
laid \vith gold. thaI stood at the entrance
upon the cast, formed the door of the
tabernacle.

The silcred tent was divided into two
apartmcnts by n1cans of a veil suspended
from four pillars of shittim wood, overlaid
with gold. set in sockets of silver. In what
proportion the sanctuary was thus divided
we are not informed: but it was undoub(-
edly the same that was anerward observed
in (he (emple. Sec I Kings 6, in which
(wo-thirds ofthc space was alloned to the
first apartment, and the remaining one-
third to the second.

In the first apartment or holy place
were three things worthy of notice: the
golden candlestick. the table of show-
bread, and the altar of incense. The
candlestick was of solid gold, the table or
show-bread and the altar of incense, of
shittim wood. but overlaid throughout
with pure gold. In the second apartment.
or Most Holy Place, were also three things
to claim attention: the ark, the mercy seat,
and thc cherubim. The ark was a chest of
shittim wood, two cubits and a half in
length. a cubit and a half in breadth, and
the same in height. It was overlaid within
and without with pure gold. The mercy
seat was the cover of the ark, of solid gold,

and the cherubim were likewise of pure
gold, on either end of the mercy seat. It
was above the ark, over the mercy seat,
between the chcrubim, that God mani-
fested His presence, and from whence He
communicated with His people. See Exo-
dus 25:22. And so David prays, "Thou
that dwcllest between the cherubims,
shine forth." Psalm 80: I.

It will be observed that neither the
holy nor Most Holy Place, had any win-

dow: hence in the first apartment there
was need orthe candlestick with its seven
lamps: and in regard to the second, where
God dwelt, Solomon said, "The Lord said
that he would dwell in the thick dark,
ness." I Kings 8: 12.

How impressivc must have been the
scene presented by the interior of this
building! There were its walls, having all
the appearance of massive and solid gold,
and reflecting in a Ihousand directions the
light of the sevcn lamps of the golden
candlestick; there were the table of show-
bread, and altar of incense, glittering in its
light like burnished gold: and there was
the curtain that formed the gorgeous ceil-
ing. with its mystic figures of cherubim in
blue, and purple, and scarlet, adding its
beauty to the brilliant scene. While in,
beyond the second veil, was the glorious
Shekinah, or visible manifestation of
God's glory, into the awful presence of
which. except the high priest's entrance
once every year, no man could venture
and live.

Before the door of the tabernacle were
placed the brazen laver, and the altar of
burnt offering, and around the whole was
erected the court with its curtains of fine-
twined linen.

In the second year after Israel had
departed from Egypt, in the first month,
on the first day of the month, the taberna-
cle was reared up. And Moses spread
abroad the tent over the tabernacle, and he
put the testimony (the tables of the Ten
Commandments) into the ark, and the
mercy seat upon it, and brought it into the

tabemacle, and set up the veil: he placed
the table or show-bread and golden
candlestick in the first apartment, and
lighted the lamps before the Lord; he put
the golden altar of incense before the veil.
and burnt sweet incense thereon: and on
the altar. berore the door of the tabemacle,
he offered the burnt offering and the mcal
offering as the Lord commanded. Then a
cloud covered the tent of the congrcga-
tion, and the glory of the Lord filled the
tabemacle. Exodus 40. He had now taken
possession of His dwelling place. in the
midst orHis people.

We have now before us the sanctuary
as Moses erected it in the wilderness of
Sinai, 1490 years before Christ. With its
ark of the covenant. its mercy seat, and its
glorious Shekinah. it constituted the heart
and center of Israel's religious worship,
underthat typical system.

The children of Israel being at this
time in the period of their wanderings, the
sanctuary as first given to them was
adapted to their condition. It was so con-
structed that it could be easily taken down
and borne with them in their journeys, and
immediately erected wherever the divine
presence, which accompanied them in a
cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night,
should direct them to pitch their camp.
See Numbers 9: 15-23.

The Levilcs were consecrated 10 the
service of the sanctuary and were com-
manded to bear it and all its sacred ves-
sels, when the camp set forward. Thus it
was with them during the forty years in
\vhich they journeyed in (he wilderness.
During this time. this building which God
claimed as His dwelling place. and where
His scrvice was performcd. is fifty-six
times called the sanctuary, in the follow-
ing instances: Exodus 30: 13. 24:
36: I, 3-4, 6; 38:24-27; Leviticus 4:6;
5:15; 10:4: 12:4: 16:33, 19:30: 20:3;
21: 12 (twice). 23 (plural); 26:2; 27:3, 25:
Numbers 3:28, 31-32. 38, 47. 50: 4: 12, 15
(twice), 16: 7:9, 13, 19,25. 31,37.43,49.
55, 6 L 67. 73, 79, 85-86: 8: 19; 10:21:
18: L 3, 5, 16: 19:20.

From its entrance into Canaan. it is
easy to trace the history of this building,
till it was cmbodied in the larger and
morc glorious structure of the temple of
Solomon. when the children of Israel had
bccome sculed in their own land, and the
sanctuary had a permanent location. We
tracc it down LO the period when it was
overthrown by Nebuchadnezzar, and suf-
fered to remain in ruins during the 70
years of the Babylonish captivity. From
the time it was rebuilt by Zerubbabel, at
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The true sanctuary is the pattern from which
the earthly tabernacle was erected: and ...

whatever object we may find ofwhich this
earthly sanctuary was a true type or figure, that
object is the sanctuary of the better covenant.

the close of (hat captivity, we follow it lO
the days of Herod. by whom it was taken
down and rebuilt, greatly enlarged and
beauli fled, 19 B.C. We come to the days
of the Saviour, who solemnly affirmed to
the Jews, that their house was left unto
them dcsolate. We bchold its beauliful
veil which divided between the holy and
Most Holy Place, rent in twain from top
to bottom, amid the solemn scenes of the
crucifixion. when the great sacrifice for
the world was oo-ered up, which rendered
null and void all (he typical services of
the earthly tempte. We trace it. after this
event. through its brief and nominal ex-
istence. to lhc year AD. 70, when the
ungovernable violence of the Roman sol-
diers involved it in a ruin from which it
has never since arisen.

This was the sanctuary of the first
covenanl. There can be no doubt on this
point with any who yet have confidence
in the Bible, either as a divine revela-
tion. or even as a secular history. It is
directly declared to be the sanctuary, by
the apostle Paul: and of the one hundred
and forty-two times of the occurrence of
the word in the Old Testament, it refers
in almost every instance to this building.
Here, then. we occupy common ground
\vith all parties. We have here a COmmon
basis on which to build further argu-
ments on this subject. It is in the ques-
tion, Whal is (he sanctuary of the new
covenant? or, in other words, What is
now the sanctuary? that the great contro-
versy is involved. This is our next in-
quiry. I\nd we think we shall find the
sanctuary of this covenant no less defi-
nitely defined and located than the sanc-
tuary of the first.

The Sanctuary of the New Covenant

We have referred to the old covenant
and taken a briefsurvey of its sanctuary, the
center of the typical worship of that system.
But that covenant was not always to last.
The Lord commissioned His prophet to
declare, ., Behold. lhe days come, saith the
LORD. thm Iwill make a new covenant with
the house of Israel, and with the house of
Judah." .Jeremiah 31 :31. This covenant was
confirmed by our Lord according to the
prediction, Daniel 9:27, the last seven years
of the 490 or the last week oflhe seventy-
by Himself in person lhe first half of that
week. and after His crucifixion, by His
apostles the remainder of that tenn. Sec
Ilebrcws 2:3.

Only 490 years of the long period of
2300 were allotted ro the first covenant,
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and the Jewish church. Al the end of that
period the act of confinning the covenant
with thal people. had, as prophesied, been
finished, the services of that sanctuary
had, virtually, forever ceased, and the
Jewish church 110 longer had pre-emi M

nencc as the children of God above any
other people. The sanctuary prolonged
even its nominal existence but a few years
after this; but yet 1810 years of lhe 2300
remained; and it is at the end of this period
that the sancluary of Daniel 8: 14 is 10 be
cleansed. This must refer to the sanctuary
of the new covenant: hence the argument
is conclusive that this covenant has a
sanctuary with its ordinances of divine
service also.

As we pursue our inquiries to ascer-
tain what constitutes the sanctuary of this
dispensation, the opinions that already
exist on this subject, demand a word of
attention. If they are sound and true. there
is no occasion to deviate from them: and
unless they can be shown to be fallacious.
the introduction of any new position will
appear not only without occasion but
without warrant.

Should the reader inquire for lhe posi-
tions that have obtained more or less
credit upon this question, lour prominent

views would be set before him. It is
claimed by some that this earth is now the
sanctuary. Others, of more enlarged
views, contend that this earth is but the
first apartment of the sanctuary. while all
heaven is the second. A third class claim
that it is the land of Canaan which is now
the sanctuary; while a fourth take the
word in a more spiritual. but no less
unauthenticated sense, and apply it to the
church.

Ifwe would fonn correct views on this
question, we must keep constantly before
us the relation which the sanctuaries of the
two covenants sustain to each other. By
keeping our eyes steadfastly fixed upon
this, it will be almost as hard to arrive at
wrong conclusions. as it would be easy
were we to lose sight of it.

To this end we call attention to the
numerous instances in which the worldly
sanctuary is declared to be a pattern of the
truc... Let them make me a sanctuary,"
said the Lord to Moses... according to all
thal I shew thee, after lhe pattern of Ihe
tabernacle, and the pattern of all the in-
struments thereof, even so shall ye make
it." Exodus 25:8-9. "And look that thou
make them after their pattern which was
shewed thee in the mount." Verse 40.
"And thou shalt rear up the tabernacle
according to the fashion thereof which
was shewed thee in the mount." Chapter
26:30... As it was shewed thee in the
mount, so shall they make it." Chapter
27:8. "Our fathers had the tabernacle of
witness in the wilderness, as he had ap-
pointed, speaking unto Moses that he
should make it according 10 the fashion
that he had seen." Acts 7:44. "While as
the first tabernacle was yet standing:
Which was a figure lor the time then
present. in which were offered both gifts
and sacrifices." etc. Hebrews 9:8-9.., For
Christ is not entered into the holy places
made with hands, which are the figures of
the true." Verse 24.

From this testimony but one conclu-
sion can be drawn; namely, that the true.

sanctuary is the pattem from which the
earthly tabernacle \\'as erected: and that
whatever object we may find ofwhich this
earthly sanctuary was a true type or figure.
that object is the sanctuary of the better
covenant under which we now live, and
the cleansing of which the unerring word
of the Lord locates at the termination of
the 2300 days. We are therefore prepared
for the following questions:

I. Is the caJ1h the sanctuary?
To this question we reply emphatically

in the negative. It is not.
This facI was made apparent in the

argument on the 2300 days, in which it
was shown that those days have ended,
but that ye( nothing is done toward a
renovation of the earth, either moral or
physical. But there are other considera-



tions showing the absurdity of the claim
that the earth is the sanctuary which
should not be passcd by unnoticed:

I. The word sanctuary occurs 146
times in the Bible and is not in a single
instance applied to the earth. Now if it
was really the intcntion of the Holy Ghost
to teach us that the earth \Io;as the sanctu-
ary, it seems that it ought, at least once. to
have called it so.

2. The definition of the term, sanctu-
ary, according to Walker, Webster, Cruden
and the Bible. is. A holy place. a sacred
place. a dwelling place for the Most High:
but every onc knows that the earth is
neither a dwelling place for God. nor yet a
holy, or sacred place. This fact alone
should forever exclude the idea of its
being the sanctuary.

3. But take into consideration the typi-
cal and antitypical natures of the sanctu-
ary, and the absurdity of this view will
appear in a still stronger light. The earthly
sanctuary was a type or figure of the true;
but pray tell us in what respect it prefig-
ured this rolling earth. Can it for a mo-
ment be supposed that Moses, when in the
mount, was shown this earth. as the pat-
tern from which he was to erect the
sanctuary. and that the nearest resem-
blance he could make orit, was an oblong
building ten cubits in width, and three
times that number in length? And we
might pursue this train of thought still
further and inquire. What on the earth
answers as antitype to the golden candle-
stick? What to the altar of incense? And
what to the table of shewbread?

But we need not spend time longer to
write, nor trouble the reader longer to
read, concerning a view so manifestly
absurd.

But if the view that the earth is the
entire sanctuary involves such apparent
folly, what shall we say of that view which
makes it only a part of that building? Both
these views are indeed of the earth, eanhy.
The absurdity of the lormer is equally
involved in the latter, while this goes a
degree deeper, in making all heaven only
the second apartment. and may be de-
scribed, in the language of Pollok, as .. /\
strange belief, that leans its idiot back on
folly's topmost twig." 'Mo will not detain
the reader with any view so baseless and
chimerical. 0
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The Earth]; Final Warning Tabloid
We have incorporated some ofour readers' sugges-

tions on how to improve the layout and content of
Earths Final Warning. By the time you read this
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United States. We have
simplified the prices
for the tabloid as fol-
lows: J-I 0 copies, 38¢
each; 11+, 16¢ each;
600+, 10¢ each;
3000+, 8¢ each. Ship-
ping: Please add 10%
($1.50 minimum) for
destinations within the
United States. Inquire
for foreign destina-
tions.
Bulk mailings: Send Earths Final Warning to every

address in the zipcode of your choice for only 17¢ per
address. Please request our Bulk Mail Information
sheet

Our Firm Foundation Subscription Rate
The subscription price for a 12-month subscription

to addresses in the United States is now $16.50. We
praise the Lord that this time is the first that the
subscription has been raised since the beginning of
Gur Firm Foundation. Subscription prices for foreign
countries are listed on page 3. We will continue to
offer discounts for quantity gift subscriptions: 10 or
more gift subscriptions, 25% off; 20 or more, 50% off.
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Obra Filial

The
Filial Work

The Final i11Jrk-Now available in Spanish
Many people have expressed

appreciation for \hnon Sparks'
book entitled The Final Ifbrk,
which is a study of the Spirit of
Prophecy counsels regarding
medical missionary work and its
relationship to the final work of
the Third Angel's Message. This
book is now
available

also in Spanish. "I wish to tell you
that soon there wi II be no work
done in ministerial lines but
medical missionary work." Coun-
sels on Health, 533.
Price: $3.50 (plus shipping

and tax*)

($1.50 minimum) for destinations within the United States. Inquire for foreign destinations. Washington
residents please add 7.6"% sales tax. All prices are in US currency.
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About This Issue
COlllinucd from 4

arrive at some perfect poin! which was
aU<lincd by the Advent pioneers then Je-
sus would immediately return.

It is. however. our belief that no indi-
vidual can ever experience the third an-
gel"s message without experiencing the
firsl anu second angels' messages. For
Ihis reason those who had an experience
ill the proclamation of these first two
llIessages were to have their writings pre-
served and reprinted. Sec COU1/sels 10
Wl'iter,\' und Edirors. 26-27. We believe in
Ihis context that it is important that we be
"Historic Adventists,"

But the problem of i.lposlasy encOIll-
passes a much broader field than just our
corporate fJilurc 10 completely follow
God's blueprint for our hcahh and educa-
tional systems. our lifestyles and stand-
ani .... our udministration and evangelism.

though this failure is. II also encom-
passes our f<lilure to build upon Ihe firm
foundation of Iruth established by our
forefathers. It encompasses too our sub-

sequent rejection of presell1 Irfllh which
has made us as guilty of"allthe righteous
blood shed upon the earth. from the blood
of righteous Abel ul110 Ihe blood of
'Zacharias son of Barachias" (or, we could
add, the reputation of the contemporary
messenger. Ellen White, whom God sent
to modern Israel) as were the Jews upon
whom Jesus pronounced the series of
woes in Mallhew 23.

Christ was saying thai to reject presenl
truth is to be gui!ly not only of rejecting
fhat truth, but also of rejecting all truth
given in past Apostasy, then, as-
sumes a much broader application than
the mere rejection of God's contemporary
message and messenger; for we see that to
reject past trulh is 10 be in disobedience to
present truth, and to reject present trulh is
to be in disobedience to past truth.

Could it be that the question which
really needs to be asked is not "Can we
SlaY together in the days aheadT but
rather. "Are we presently faithful and will
we choose to remain faithful in the days
aheadT'

God has never asked us individually
or corporately to .. survive" the crisis
prophesied to confront the remnant
church in the closing days of this earlh's
history, He only asks that we remain
failhful and obedient to Him and that we
follow all the Iighl of truth which He has
shed upon our path.

It is our prayer that this issue of Ollr
Firm Foundation, rather than being per-
ceived as "just some more of thatllcgative
propagal/da designed to generate more
support for Ilteir ministry," will be per-
ceived as an effort 10 aid our dear church
lo unite upon a sure foundation of truth.
We ask our readers to join the editors in
pruyerrully considering whether we each
have chosen, by God's power. to bring our
lives into harmony with all the lruths
which God has graciously given us, so
th<.lt we may offer ourselves an offering in
righteousness as we meet the crisis to
corne. 0

The Editors

,

Echoes of Stephen
Continul;d from 5

through them the people could obtain a
clearer conception orthe divinc Being. This
class were roremost in rejecting the preach-
ing of Noah.... As sin became general. it
appeared less and less sinful. and Ihey
linally declared that the divine luw W,l'i no
longer in force: thai it was contrary 10 the
character of God to punish transgression.")

The and modern appeal
or these concepts can hardly be under-
stated.

The worship of the golden calf at Sinai
was announced by Aaron as" a feast to the
Lord." Exodus 32:5. I\pparenliy Ihose
who led oul in this apostasy had no
thought or totally rejecting the worship or
the truc God. This continued
throughout Old Testament history, as dark
wrongdoing hid itself beneath a veneer of
presumed allegiance to God. See Jeremiah
7:4: Micah 3: II.

The New Testament Sequel

In HIS denunciation of the scribes and
Pharisees, Christ linked the apostasy of
the lews in His day with the apostasy of
their Old Testament ancestors:

.. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! because ye builclthe tombs of
the prophets. and garnish the sepulchres

of the righteous. and say, If we had been
in the days of our fathers, we would not
have been partakers with them in the
blood or the prophets. Whererore ye be
witncsscs unto yourselves, that ye are the
children of them which killed the proph-
t:ls. Fill ye up then Ihe Illeasure of your
fathers.... That upon you may come all
the righteous blood shed upon the earth.
from the blood of righteous Abel unto the
blood of Zacharias son of Barachias,
whom ye slew belween the temple and the
ahar." Mauhew 23:29-32. 35.

The Jews of Jesus' time had clearly
failed to learn (he lessons of their hislOry-
and thus, in the words of S:ll1tayana, they
were condemned to repeat that history. But
the full comprehension or their crimes was
not imposed on their consciousness until
after the death of Christ, when Stephen
delivered his defense before the Sanhedrin.
See Aels 7:2-53. The failure of the Jewish
leaders 10 fully understand what Ihey had
done in pUlling Christ to dealh is retlecled
in Jesus' own words, "Father, forgive
them: for they know not what they do."
Luke 23:34. Stephen told Ihe Jews whal in
fact they had done, detailing how the his-
tory of their apostasy. their murder of the
prophets and resistance to divine appeals,
had ultimately brought about the staining of
their hands with the Messiah's own blood.
See Acts 7:52.

Samuel Coleridge once described the
lessons of history as .. a lantern on the stern
which shines only on the waves behind
us."-\ Commenling on these words, histo-
rian Barbara Tuchmanll writes. image
is beautiful but the message misleading. for
the light on the waves we have passed
through should enable us to infer the nature
of th; waves ahead.'·5 Little wonder that
Ellen White observes, ··We have nothing to
fear for the future, except as we shall forget
the way lhe Lord has led us, and His
teaching in our past history.""

Perhaps the most profound lesson of lhe
biblical record is that evil has frequently not
been obvious, tlwt subtle departures from
truth and purity have often characterized
the church's transgressions. Never Can the
modern church afford to be without a
pointed awareness of this lesson from the
sacred past. 0
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"Christ stands before us as the pattern Man, the great Medical Missionary-an
example for all who should come after." Lorna Linda Messages, 61.

The servant of the Lord tells us that
"soon there will be no work done in
ministerial lines but medical missionary
work." Counsels on Health, 533. Also in
The Review and Herald, January 7, 1902,
she said: U At baptism, in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost, we were set apart to engage in the
very work that Christ came to the world to
do. What was He?-In the highest sense
He was a missionary, and He was a
healing missionary." This new column
will feature timely infonnation and coun-
sel regarding how we can better experi-
ence and share our divinely given health
message as an integral part of the three
angels' messages.

The Editors

Go Forward

I AM commissioned to say that the
prosperity of the medical missionary

work is in God's order. This work must
be done; the truth must be carried into

the highways and
byways. Minis-
ters and church
members should
awake to the ne-
cessity of cooper-
ating in this work.

With earnest,
untiring energy.
those who have
felt the burden of
the Christian
Help work have
testified by their
works that they
are not content to
be mere theoreti-
cal believers.
They have tried to
walk in the light.
They have put
their belief into
practice. They
have combined
faith and works.
They have done
the very work the
Lord has speci-
fied should be
done, and many
souls have been
enlightened, and
convicted, and
helped.

The indiffer-
ence among our

ministers in regard to health refonn and
the medical missionary work is surpris-
ing. Even those who do not profess to be
Christians treat the subject with greater
respect than do some of our own people,
and these are going in advance of us.

Why, I inquire, are some of our minis-
terial brethren so far behind in proclaim-
ing the exalted theme of temperance? My
brethren, the word given to you is, "Take
hold of the work of health reform; go
forward." If you think that the medical
missionary work is assuming undue pro-
portions, take the men who have been
working in these lines with you into your
fields of labor, two here, and two there.
Receive these medical missionaries as
you would receive Christ, and see what
work they can do. You will not find them
dwarfs in religious experience. See if in
this way you cannot bring much of
Heaven's vital current into the churches.
See if there are not some who will grasp
the education they so much need, and bear
the testimony, "God, who is rich in
mercy, for his great love wherewith he

loved us, even when we were dead in sins.
hath quickened us together with Christ
(by grace ye are saved), and hath raised us
up together, and made us sit together in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus." Ephe-
sians 2:4-6. Our great need is unity, per-
fect oneness in God's work.

The gospel ministry is an organization
for the proclamation of the truth to the
sick and to the well. It combines the
medical missionary work and the ministry
of the Word. By these combined agencies,
opportunities are given to communicate
light, and to present the gospel to all
classes and all grades of society. God
wants the ministers and the church mem-
bers to take a decided, active interest in
the medical missionary work.

To take people right where they are,
whatever their position or condition, and
help them in every way possible-this is
gospel ministry. Those who are diseased
in body are nearly always diseased in
mind, and when the soul is sick, the body
also is affected. Ministers should feel it a
part of their work to minister to the sick
and afflicted whenever opportunity pre-
sents itself. The minister of the gospel 'is
to present the message, which must be
received if the people are to become sanc-
tified and made ready for the coming of
the Lord. This work is to embrace all that
was embraced in Christ's ministry.

Those who understand physiology and
hygiene will, in their ministerial labor,
find it a means whereby they may en-
lighten others in regard to the proper and
intelligent treatment of the physical, men-
tal, and moral powers. Therefore those
who are preparing for the ministry should
make a diligent study of the human organ-
ism, that they may know how to care for
the body, not by means of drugs, but from
nature's own laboratory. The Lord will
bless those who make every effort to keep
themselves free from disease, and lead
others to regard as sacred the health of the
body as well as of the soul.
The ambassadors of Christ, those to

whom have been committed the living
oracles of God, can be doubly useful if
they know how to help the sick. A practi-
cal knowledge ofhealth reform will better
qualify men and women to proclaim the
message of mercy and retribution to the
world. 0

Ellen G. White
The Review and Herald, January 14,

1902.
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A long with the change of the Sabbath, the
doctrine of the immortality of the soul

became the greatest symbol of the pagan
intrusion into the Christian church.

Apostasy From the Time of the
Apostles to the Reformation

Continul:d Irom 7
4. The Sabbath

There is no mandate in the writings of
Scripture for the observance of the first
day of the week as a speeial day of
worship. However, even before the third
century, there were those who were advo-
cating first-day sacredness. There are a
number of reasons for this bias. First, the

terrible persecution of the Jews. especially
after the destruction of Jerusalem, often
affected the Christians since they were
considered a sec I of the Jews. It made life
vel)' dimcult for Christians, even if they
themselves were Gentiles. Second, it was
eonvenient to choose Sunday as the day
for sacred worship because this day was
commonly the day of worship of the
pagans. Thirdly, the mystical and philo-
sophic eoneepts of the Western Roman
Church opened the way for reinterpreta-
tion of Scripture, which was necessary to
arrive at a belief in Sunday sacredness.

Howevcr, even long after 321 B.C.,
when Constantine proclaimed the day of
the sun as the day of rest from all labor,
most of the Christian world was reluctant
to make this change. Satan, in his desper-
atc effort to destroy the sovereignty of
Christ led some churches to begin to
observe both Sabbath and Sunday as days
of rest and worship. Of course, it could
have been argued that putting aside two
days for worship was an even greater
acknowledgement of God, but Satan
played his deceptive game well.

Eventually one day became a feast day
and onc a fast day. Those who urged the
claims of Sunday sacredness held Sunday
as a feast day and Sabbath as a fast day. It
does not take much reasoning to recognize
that overwhelmingly the people preferred
the feast day to the fast day.

At the end or the fourth century the
Christians in Milan still kept the Sabbath
as their primary day of worship, while the
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Christians in Rome kept Sunday as their
primary day of worship. Rome had to
coerce most of Europe to accept Sunday
sacredness and the battle 10 do so was a
momentous onc. It was not until the sev-
enth century that Spain accepted Sunday
sacredness. In the same century, urged on
by his queen. the king of Nonhumbria. at
the counsel of Witby in A.D. 664. capitu-
lated to Sunday sacredness. At the time.
Northumbria was the strongest kingdom
in England. It was not until the eleventh

and twelfth centuries that Wales and Scot-
land capitulated. But even after this, scat-
tered throughout Europe were faithful stu-
dents of the Word, who recognized the
sacredness of the seventh-day Sabbath.

Along with the change of the Sabbath.
the doctrine of the immortality of the soul
became the greatest symbol of the pagan
intrusion into the Christian church.

5. The Coneept of the Uniting of
Chureh and State

Constantine was the first of the Roman
emperors to embrace Christianity. Here was
a Roman emperor who \\'as able to make
edicts involving the day of worship. Thus,
step by step. the alliance between church
and state took place. When in A.D. 533, in
the dying moments of the Roman Empire,
Emperor Justinian bestowed the imperial
title of Pontifex Maximus upon the bishop
of Rome. John II. the union of church and
state became almost complete. It was com-
pleted five years larcr when the Goths were
driven out of Rome. Pope Virgillius. was
then able to assume the full power of that
title. From henceforth the bishopric of
Rome became a religio-political bishopric,
and the sovereign power of the Papacy was
secured.

When evaluating the development of
paganistic influences upon Christianity,
one cannot ignore the enormous influence
ofAugustine. He was unable to cast off all
the pagan concepts which he had imbibed
in his youth. His theological concepts

were to seriously innuence the Christian
church as he eventually became the most
influential theologian of his era. Many of
the great theological errors of the Roman
Catholic Church were either instigated by
Augustine, or were developed by sub-
sequent theologians who were detennined
to fomlUlalc a consistent theology that
would incorporate Augustinian heresy.

With his pagan mindset, Augustine
could not understand the concept of free
choice. He saw God as absolute, and in total
control; a God who permitted man to have
freedom ofchoice was incomprehensible to
Augustine. He discovered in the Bible that
some would be saved in the kingdom of
heaven, and some would be lost. To accom-
modate this truth into his theological con-
cepts, Augustine introduced the doctrine of
predestination. The error of predestination
was vigorously challenged in his lifetime.
In response, Augustine argued that it is a
miracle of the grace of God that any of us
shou Id be saved. Thus he suggested that we.
as erring humans were in no position to
question the justice of God because He
preordained some to eternal salvation and
others to eternal damnation.

This error of predestination logically
led to the concept of once-saved-always-
saved. God, being absolute and unchange-
able, arbitrarily decided those who were
preordained to salvation. These saved ones
could never be lost. 1110se who were preor-
dained to eternal destruction could never be
saved. Naturally, this belief gave a pre-
SUl11pt'Uous security to those who believed
they werc preordained to be saved.

On the other hand, this eoncept also led
to questions concerning the proclamation of
the gospel. Why spread the message? Why
evangelize? Why proselytize? If God's ar-
bitrary will has preordained men either to
salvation or damnation, what was the pur-
pose of evangelizing? The answer that
satisfied some was simply, Because the
Bible mandates it. Even so, while the Pa-
pacy ruthlessly suppressed opposition to its
mandates in Europe. it fostered little true
evangelism.

Augustine's propositions upheld the
view that the relationship of man to God
was incidental to his salvation. The
dogma of once-saved-always-saved
quickly brought about the incorporation
of the sin-and-live theology. No longer
was victory over sin of any consequence
to salvation. Augustine vigorously argued
that it is not possible to gain victory over
sin even in the power ofChrisL It will be
noticed that each one of these unscriptural
conclusions is a logical deduction from



Aswe look back on the long period of spiritual
darkness between apostolic times and the

Protestant Reformation, Seventh-day Adventists
recognize that they are the inheritors of the faith
ofworthy and courageous men and women.

Augustine's original false premise, based
upon his heathen beliefs. that God does
not permit man to have the power of free
choice.

Augustine also popularized the con-
cept of original sin. declaring that man
was guilty, not only of his own sin, but,
more important, he was guilty of the very
sin of Adam. Sin was a state of being, not
dependent upon man's desecration of the
Decalogue. Ho\.vever, he did suggest that
sin was evident in the acts of one's life.
Initially he claimed that sex was the origi-
nal sin. He had fathered an illegitimate
child, which exposed his long battle with
sexual desire. This weakness may well
have left August'ine in search of a theo-
logical excuse for his sinful failures. Later
he broadened the concept of' original sin to
include other areas of transgression.

Augustine perceived the flesh and the
spirit in unrcsolvable conflict. Never did
he see the triumph of the spirit over the
nesh. Augustine's view of original sin
created a dilemma when he considered
the incarnate Christ. If we were sinners
just because we were born. then this
would infer that Christ also was a sinner,
for He also was born as we are. Of
course, this thought was intolerab[e. The
Bible plainly described Christ as, "that
holy thing which shall be born of thee."
Luke 1:35.
Christ could never be described as sin-

ful. Therefore Augustine was forced to
conclude logically that Christ possessed an
altogether di fYerent nature from that ofman.
Thus he postulated that Christ possessed the
nature of un fallen man. In doing this he
ignored the plainest evidence of Scripture
to the contrary. Sinee he declared Christ to
have the human nature of an unfallen man,
the Catholic Church was led to espouse the
blasphemous doctrine of the immaculate
conception. This concept was fully incor-
porated into Catholic Church dogma only
in the nineteenth centul)'. Step by theologi-
cal step, Augustine's fnlse theology led to
the incorporation of numerous unscriptural
doctrines, which received acceptance into
the teaching of the Catholic Church. But by
this time the value of tradition was consid-
ered great, especially in the Western Chris-
tian Church. and therefore acceptable.

Then another dilemma arose. Christ
was now far removed from man. By plac-
ing Christ's human nature above our own,
it was difficult to accept Christ as our
Mediator since, according to Augustine's
view, He had not been tempted in the way
fallen man was tempted and tested. Nei-
ther could there be any expectation that

even in Chrises power humans could gain
victory ovcr sin. Surely ir man had a
human nature inferior to His, as
Augustine postulated, it would not be
possible for man to experience constant
victory over sin such as Jesus had while
on earth.

Augustine's view was that Christ's
sinless life was achieved because He had a
great advantage over us, since He pos-
sessed an un fallen nature, while we were
cursed with a fallen nature. Jesus ceased
to be, truly, our Example, in the ultimate
sense. Jesus thus was not in a position to
succor those who were tempted; therefore
the church was compelled 10 propose
other mediators than Jesus. These were
men and women who, most assuredly, did
experience and suffer and yield to like
temptations as did other human beings.

Later the mother of Jesus was claimed
to be a mediator. Then numerous saints
were created by the church; and these also
became recognized as mediators. Finally,
upon the priests, who demonstrated them-
selves to be evelY bit as given to sin as their
parishioners, was bestowed the role of me-
diator between God and man. One step at' a
time, the church, in accepting these pagan

concepts, was forced by logical deduction,
to add error to error in order 10 substantiate
the false premises of Augustine.

It soon becamc a dictum of the church
that original sin separates man from eter-
nal life. By the very act of being con-
ceived, man was condemned to eternal
torment. This qucstion led to another,
"How can the guilt of original sin be
removed?" The solution to which the
church fathers arrived was that guilt was
removed by the act of baptism. The ques-
tion that immediately followed concerned
the fate of the unbaptized. The answer was
tcrrifying-they were condemned to an
eternally burning hell. It' is not difficult to
imagine the impact of such a concept
upon parents whose infants had died un-
baptized. The infant mortalily rate at the
time was high. The anguish of sincere

Christian parents ofthar generation, imag-
ining that their children were tormented in
eternal fire, does not bear contemplation.

The church quiekly realized that it had
to supply a solution to this anxiety. Limbo
was invented. Limbo certainly was not
heaven, but neither was it hell. It was
something of an intermediate place. But
even this view did not placate the anguish
of parents who would nevcr see their little
ones again, so the sacramcnt of infant
baptism was introduced into Catholic
dogma. It is evident that most of the
doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church
that have their origin in paganism. were
fully developed by the end of the Iifih
century.

Down through the centuries that were
to follow, faithful men and women deter-
mined not to capitulate to the dictates of
Rome. Those who refused to yield to
Rome, and to its apostate and paganistic
practices, were hUll ted and persecuted.
But never was Rome able to stamp out the
platform of truth. Eventually, Reformers
such as Wycliffe in England, Huss and
Jerome in Bohemia, Luther and Melanch-
thon in Germany, Zwingli and Calvin in
Switzerland, and Knox in Scotland were

able to break the yoke of Roman Catholi-
cism. Yet even they failed to perceive all
the errors of Rome and it was left to
subsequent generations to allow the truth
of God's Word 1O shine more and morc
unto the perfect day.

As we look back all the long period of
spiritual darkness between apostolic times
and the Protestant Reformation, Seventh-
day Adventists recognize that they arc the
inheritors of the faith of worthy and cou-
rageous men and women vvho would not
bow the knee to papal authority. Their
example to us is a testinlOny to the unwav-
ering firn1J1ess that we must have in these
last moments of earth's history to stand
for the truth though the heavens fall. to be
as true to principle as the needle is to the
pole. D
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By EveryWord
WHEN the fullness of the time

came for God's chosen people
to possess the Promised Land,

the earthly Canaan, God gave them a
prophet, a messenger. Through Moses,
the Lord restored to mankind a knowl-
edge of His law-the Ten Command-
ments, which are a revelation of His char-
acter. This law, the foundation of the
government of heaven, is immutable. It is
as enduring as eternity. The Ten Com-
mandments were to be the basis of all
belief and the judge of all behavior of
God's people.

Love is the essence of God's charac-
. ter. Love is the essence of the great law of
His universe. In order that intelligent be-
ings may better understand how to obey
His law of love God transcribed it in Ten
Commandments. The first four describe
our duties to God and the last six explain
our duties to man.

God knew that the children of Israel
would be unable to understand how the
Ten Commandments were to affect every
facet of their lives, enabling them to fully
rellect His character. It was God's plan
for the children of Israel to share with the

world His plan of salvation from slavery
to sin. But He knew they could not
accomplish this task with their limited
understanding of the Ten Command-
ments.

A Lesser Light

For this reason God gave them a lesser
light through the writings and the ministry
of His messenger Moses. In addition to
the greater light-the Ten Command-
ments-God gave Moses detailed instruc-
tions on how as individuals and as an
organization they were to be His repre-
sentatives and do His work on earth.
God instructed Moses in the minule

details of the construction of the taber-
nacle and in the operation of the sacrifi-
cial system. God communicated to the
children of Israel His will regarding
their diet, proper sanitation, care for the
sick, care for the poor, how to witness to
the world, and the setting up and operat-
ing of His institutions, the cities of ref-
uge.

Moses began receiving the testimo-
nies of Jesus for the children of Israel
when the law was spoken from Mount
Sinai, but apparently he did not finish
recording them in a book until the year of
his death forty years later. See Exodus
18: 19-20; Deuteronomy 31 :24; Patri-
archs and Prophets, 466. When finished,
the book of the law of Moses was placed
in the side of the ark as a witness to the
covenant between Israel and God. See
Deuteronomy 31 :26.
God's will for almost every facet of

their individual and corporate lives and
labor was revealed to the children oflsrael
through His messenger Moses. The Ten
Commandments were the basis of the
Jewish economy, but their application to
the details of life was spelled out in the
lesser light of the law of Moses.
"The Decalogue was supreme; the

'book' containing 'the words of this law'
(Deuteronomy 31:24) was an amplifica-
tion and application of its principles to the
economy of IsraeL" The Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Bible Commentary, vol. I, 1064.

The law of Moses along with the moral
law were God's truth and would be revealed
to the children of Israel. Both the greater and
the lesser lights were to be obeyed. See
Deuteronomy 5:31-32. Neither was to be
added to or to be subtracted from. See
Deuteronomy 4:2. The possession of and
obedience to both the greater and the lesser
lights made Israel the greatest nation upon
the ealth. See Deuteronomy 4:6-8.
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Just as the lesser-light writings ofMoses didnot replace, but rather illuminated the law, so
also the writings ofEllen White as a lesser light
do not replace, but rather provide a better
understanding of the Bible.

Every seven years the testimonies of
Moses and the Ten Commandments were to
be publicly read. Deuteronomy 31 :9-11.
Men, women, children and even the stran-
gers in the land were to be in the audience
that" they may hear, and that they may learn,
and fear the Lord your God, and observe to
do all the words of this law." Deuteronomy
31:12.

The parents were to do everything
possible to teach to their children the
writings of the prophet as well as the
words ofGod from Sinai. "And thou shalt
teach them diligently unto thy children,
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in
thine house, and when thou walkest by the
way, and when thou Iiest down, and when
thou risest up." Deuteronomy 6:7.

Yes, God revealed His will both
through His law and through His prophet so
that ancient Israel might know and obey
Him. "And he declared unto you his cove-
nant, which he commanded you to perform,
even ten commandments; and he wrote
them upon two tables of stone. And the
Lord commanded me at that time to teach
you statutes and judgments, that ye might
do them in the land whither ye go over to
possess it." Deuteronomy 4: 13-14.

The forty years of wandering in the
wilderness were to help the Israelites to
decide in their own hearts whether they
would obey God or not. See Deuteronomy
8: 1-2. The wilderness sojourn was also to
teach them that their temporal and eternal
welfare depended upon their obedience
"to every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth ofGod." Deuteronomy 8:3.

It is well-documented in Scripture that
Israel repeatedly failed to keep their cove-
nant promise to obey God. Over and over
God sent prophets to call them back to
obedience to both the greater and the
lesser lights of truth-" to the law and to
the testimony." Isaiah 8:20. Jeremiah es-
pecially emphasized the importance of
obeying the will of God as given to them
in the testimonies of Moses.

"Jeremiah called their attention re-
peatedly to the counsels given in Deu-
teronomy. More than any other of the
prophets, he emphasized the teachings of
the Mosaic law and showed how these
might bring the highest spiritual blessing
to the nation and to every individual heart.
'Ask for the old paths, where is the good
way, and walk therein,' he pleaded, 'and
ye shall find rest for your souls.' Jeremiah
6: 16." Prophets and Kings, 411.

Yes indeed, God's ability to fulfill His
promise to incorporate ancient Israel into
His spiritual kingdom was wholly de-

pendent upon their willingness to obey
Him in every particular. Their success in
fulfilling the entire purpose oftheir move-
ment depended upon their obeying fully
the writings of the prophets as well as the
Ten Commandments.

Ultimately Israel was judged by the
law and by the testimonies. Because they
had not lived and worked in harmony with
them it was evident that there was no
longer any light in them. Thus Christ was
forced to reject Israel as His special light
set upon a hill.

Types and Antitypes

"One of the greatest parallels con-
sisting of types and anti types is found in
what we call the Exodus and Advent
movements of ancient and modern Is-
rael. The Lord delivered ancient Israel
from the bondage of Egypt and led them
through the wilderness into the earthly
Canaan, or the I Promised Land.' The
Exodus from Egypt and the experiences
of Israel were typical of the gathering of
modern Israel out of the darkness of
modern Egypt and spiritual Babylon to
lead them into the heavenly Canaan.
These are the two greatest religious
movements of all history. Both arose in
fulfillment of prophecy and accomplish
their work in harmony with a divine
purpose and move forward under the
leadership of the God of heaven." Tay-
lor G. Bunch, The Exodus in Type and
Antitype, 3.

Just as the Lord brought ancient Israel
out of literal Egypt by a prophet (Hosea
12: 13), so also He is leading spiritual
Israel out of spiritual Egypt by His mes-
senger Ellen G. White. Through the min-
istry of Ellen White, Christ used our
pioneers to restore to mankind a fuller
knowledge of His law and of the scrip-
tural truths lost during the Dark Ages. As
the writings of Moses were given as an
"amplification and application" of the
principles of the Ten Commandments for
the Jewish economy, so the writings of

Ellen White are given to modem Israel to
provide them with a clearer under-
standing of the Bible. Her writings reveal
how biblical principles are to apply to our
daily lives and to the work done for God
by Seventh-day Adventists today. See
Testimonies, vol. 5, 665; Selected Mes-
sages, book 3, 30-31, 90.

Just as Moses claimed that His mes-
sages were the word of God, so also Ellen
White referred to her messages" as the word
of God, given in the Testimonies of His
Holy Spirit." Publishing Ministry, 172. She

also stated that her writings are "the
Testimonies of the Spirit of God," Manu-
script Releases, vol. 12, 201; "messages
given of God," Ibid., vol. 9, 198; "the
Lord's messages of light," Review and
Herald, December 18, 1888; "reproofs and
counsels of the Spirit of God," Selected
Messages, vol. I, 48; and "light that God
has given," Testimonies, vol. 5,691.

Even as He did through Moses, the
Lord gave through Ellen White detailed
instructions about how we personally and
corporately are to live and work for Him.
Through the Spirit of Prophecy the Lord
has given us "commandments, statutes
and judgments" regarding our health hab-
its, how to care for the sick, how to dress,
how to carry on our social relationships,
how to witness to the world and how to set
up and to operate His institutions.

Just as the lesser-light writings of
Moses did not replace, but rather illumi-
nated the law, so also the writings of
Ellen White as a lesser light do not
replace, but rather provide a better under-
standing of the Bible. In His every com-
munication Christ subjects Himself to all
of His previous communications. The
Holy Spirit Himselfis to be tested by His
previous communications-" To the law
and to the testimony: if they speak not
according to this word, it is because there
is no light in them." Isaiah 8:20. God
never changes. (Malachi 3:6) He never
contradicts Himself. See Selected Mes-
sages, book I, 162.
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Not by one word, not by many words, but by
every word that God has spoken, shall

man live. We cannot disregard one word
however trifling it may seem to us, and be safe.

Thus the messages of a true prophet
can only give a c1earer-than-previously-
given revelation of God's will. They can
never replace or cOl1lradict messages pre-
viously given. Moses, God's first spokes-
man. left in written messages the standard
by which all sllcceeding prophets have
been tested. Each new mcssenger of the
Lord down through the ages has had to be
in harmony with all preceding messen-
gcrs. I lowevcr, those who met this stand-
ard have just as surely given the word of
God to their generation as did Moses to
his. Though each most-recent messenger

has given a lesser-light message to be
judged by all preceding greater-light mes-
sages, their messages have been and are
Goel's present-truth word to His people.

Seventh-day Adventists have been as-
sured that the Testimonies given through
Ellen White never comradict the Bible, and
thus we are to study them both. "TIle Bible
must be your counselor. Study it and the
rcstimonies God has given; for they never
contradict His Word." Selected Messages
b()()k 3. 32.

When we teach, preach and obey the
counsels of the Spirit of Prophecy we are
supporting the Bible just as surely as was
3nciel1l Israel supporting the law of God
when they taught, preached and obeyed the
writings of Moses. To leach and urge
obedience to the writings of God's most
reecnt messenger docs not nullify or dis-
plaec any previous true messengers. To
teach belief in and to urge obedience to the
Spirit of Prophecy does not place it above
the Bible. Neither docs it form a different
standard oftruth. Rather such endeavors lift
up and magnify the writings ofthe previous
prophets contained in the Bible, for both
have the same inerrant Author and are thus
in complete harmony. If we slight, reject or
break one of the Icast of the messages from
God we slight. reject or break them all. See
James 2: IO. If we disobey or slight any of
God's messengers or messages we are in
reality slighting and insulting God who sent
them. See Teslimonies. vol. 5,234-235.

30 OUf' Fmll FmmdaflOIl July 1994

A Covenant of Obedience

Modem Israel, just as was ancient
Israel. is under God's covenant of obecii-
ence. "To us the invitation is given,
'Come out from among them, and be ye
separate, ... and I will receive you. and
will be a father unto you, and ye shall be
my sons and daughters, saith the Lord
Almighty' (2 Corinthians 6: 17-18). Thus
God has declared His covenant of obedi-
ence." The Upward Look. 144.

As did ancient Israel we hold a singu-
larly exalted slation. "Commandment-

keeping Adventists are occupying a pecu-
liar, exalted position. John viewed them in
holy vision, and described them. 'Here are
they that keep the c0l111113ndl11el1ls of God,
and the laith of Jesus.' Revelation 14:12.
The Lord made a special covenant with
ancient Israel contingent upon their faith-
fulness: 'Now, therefore, ifye will obey my
voice indeed, and keep my covenant. then
ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me
above all people: for all the earth is mine.
And ye shaJl be unto me a kingdom of
priests, and an holy nation.' Exodus 19:5-
6. And He thus addresses His command-
ment-keeping people in these last days:
'But ye are a chosen generation. a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar peo-
ple; that ye should show forth the praises of
him who hath called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light.' I Peter 2:9:'
Ilevie'" and Herald. September 7, 1886.

All who seek Eden restored l11ust live
and work by every word that proceedeth
from the mouth of God.

U If Adam and Eve had lived by every
word that proceeded out of the mouth of
God they never wou Id have fallen, never
lost the right to the tree of life. All who
will live by every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God now will be
brought back to the Eden home:' Manu-
script Releases. vol. 9, 232.

To disobey one word of God's is to
place ourselves on Satan's side of the
great controversy.

"Whenever men choose their own
way, they place themselves in controversy
with God. They will have no place in the
kingdom of heaven, for they are at war
with the very principles of heaven. In
disregarding the will of God. they are
placing themselves on the side of Satan.
the enemy of God and man. Not by onc
word. not by many words, but by every
word that God has spoken, shall man live.
We cannot disregard one word however
trining it may seem to us, and be safe,"
Thoughts From the Iv/Ollnt a/Blessing. 52.

The Final Apostasy

Satan well knows that God's people
always have had great difficulty accepting
and obeying messages God sends through a
contemporary prophet. lie also well knows
that neglect or rejection of only one word
that God sends is to join his side. Therefore
,. Satan is .. constantly pressing in the
spurious-to lead away from the truth. The
very last deception ofSatan will be to make
of none effect the testimony of the Spirit of
God. 'Where there is no vision, the people
perish' Proverbs 29: 18. Satan will work
ingcniously, in different ways and through
different agencies. to unsettle the confi-
dence of God's remnant people in the true
testimony," Selected Messages, book 1,48.

Yes, Satan's final dcccption for mod-
ern Israel is to someho\\' cause us to
believe that God's counsels and instruc-
tions sent through Ellen White are not as
inspired. reliable or relevant as His mes-
sages sent through previous messengers.
alan wants us to believe that the most
recent testimonies from the Lord wc can
slight, neglect. even disobey and reject
and God will still fulfill His portion of the
covenant. use liS to finish His work. and
save liS at lasl in His kingdom.

We are told that the Omega of apos-
tasy-the last aposlasy-would be of a
most stat11ing nalure. "Be not deceived:
many will depart from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of
devils. We have now before us the Alpha
of this danger. The Omega will be of a
most startling nature," Ibid., 197.

What could be more startling than for
the descendants of Adam and Eve to
believe that they can. while in disobedi-
ence to God. be restored to the Eden from
which Adam and Evc were expelled for
disobeying a seemingly minor command
ofGod?

What could be more startling than for
God's chosen people. at the end of six
thousand years of the great conlroversy,



As Seventh-day Adventists we cannot plead
ignorance ofGod's will. ' , , If we ignore

or reject God's counsels, this may well be
defined as an act of insubordination, which will
affect our relation to the coming of the Lord,

to be so deceived as to believe that
despite their continuing disobedience to
God, which places them all Satan's side
of the controversy, they can still be taken
to the heaven from which Satan was cast
out at the beginning of the controversy?
Such an occurrence would only contirm
Satan's claim that complcte obedience to
God impossible, and/or unnecessary.
Satan would thus be the victor in the
great controversy.

What could be more startling than for
many Seventh-day Adventists to believe
that they can enter the Prom ised Land
even while they arc in many ways dis-
obeying the Testimonies of Jesus as given
through Ellen White, and are falling for
Satan's final deception for God's remnant
people? In actuality, none who remain
deceived by Satan, none who remain on
his side. can enter the kingdom of heaven.

Fatal Deceptions

The Seventh-day Advent ist Church has
the task of giving the three angels' mes-
sages to the whole world. These messages
call all mankind to complete obedience to
the Creator. It isjust as fatal for us as it was
for Solomon to believe that while we are in
disobedience to God, He can or will use us
to give to the whole world the loud cry
calling for obedience to Him.

"Solomon flattered himself that his
wisdom and the power of his example
would lead his wives from idolatry to the
worship of the Irue God, and also that the
alliances thus formed would draw the
nations round abollt into close touch with
Israel. Vain hope! Solomon's mistake in
regarding himself as strong enough to
rcsist the influcnce of heathen associates
was fatal. And fatal, too, the deception
that led him to hope that notwithstanding
a disregard of God's law on his part,
others might be led to revere and obey its
sacred precepts." COf?f1ict and Courage,
192.

It is also a deadly error to have great
light as did Chorazin and Bethsaida but
to neither appreciate nor rcceive it.
"The most terrible thing that could

come 10 us as people is the fatal decep-
tion that was the ruin of Chorazin and
Bethsaida. They had great light , great
privileges and blessings. Jesus was with
them , but they did not appreciate or re-
ceive the light He gave them. They were
not made beller by it." The Ellen G.
While 1888 Mmerials. 172.

It is a bubble blown by Satan that we
can turn from the Lord's counsels and

develop our own safe methods of doing
His work. The sooner we as people burst
this bubble, the beIter il will be for our
institutions.
"Do those who know the truth and

have a knowledge of God suppose that
mcn who have turned away from truth
and righteousness and are tilled with a
sense of their own importance, can in-
vent safe methods for carrying on the
work? This is what it means, and the
sooner this bubble blown by Satan is
burst, the betler it will be for the health-
fulness of all our institutions. When the
very heart of the work is diseased, its
action must be uncertain, fitful, unreli-
able. It is time we had an investigation
before as many people as possible. All
who are helping to sustain the work
should get together and understand its
inward workings." Ivlanl/script Re-
leases, vol. 17 , 232-233.

As late as 1973, our church leaders
acknowledged that our ongoing disobedi-
ence to the Spirit of Prophecy is insubor-
dination and is cause for the delay in
finishing the Lord's work and for the
delay in Chrisr's second coming.
"As church leaders at this Annual

Council we have faced honestly the fact
that there are inconsistencies between the
church's preaching and ils practices, and
to allow these inconsistencies to continue
will automatically delay the completion
of the church's mission and the coming
of Christ.
"God has in love sent' to the Seventh-

day Adventist Church inspired counsels
that illuminate and apply the words of
Scripture. These counsels cover about
every conceivable facet of Christian expe-
rience and witness. As Seventh-day Ad-
ventists we cannot plead ignorance of
God's will concerning His expectations,
either for the individual or for the church.
If we ignore or reject God's counsels, this
may well be defined as an act of insubor-
dination, which will affect" our relation to
the coming of the Lord. In the words of

God's servant: 'We may have to remain
here in this world because of insubordina-
tion many more years, as did the children
of Israel.' Evangelism, 696." The 1973
Annual Cauncil Appeal, republished in
Our Firm Foundation. December 1991.

Disobedience to the messages of the
prophel today is just as much disobedi-
ence and apostasy as it was in the days of
Moses. Apostasy on the part or modern
Israel will just as surely keep her out of
the Promised Land as it did ancient Israel.

We can discuss whethcr the Omega of
apostasy is our present pluralism of doc-
trinal beliefs. We can consider the Omega
ofapostasy lo be our long-I.crm opcrmion of
the Lord's publishing, educational and
health institutions contrary to the clear
directives of the Lord. Or we might believe
that the Omega of apostasy is our following
after the world in our personal lifestyles.
The final apostasy of modern Israel in

reality includes all of the above. One thing
is certain, the Omega of apostasy involves
everything that we as individuals do. say,or
believe that is contrary to the testimonies of
the Lord as given through Ellen G. White.
This insubordination is the final deception
foisted upon us by Satan.

By Every Word

Oh, that modern Israel might recognize
Ihat disobedience 10 God's prophet today is
what" it has always been-apostasy!

Oh, that we might individually and
corporately be willing to sUlTendcr our
self-willed ways of living and working for
the Lord and seek to hearken unto the
statutes and judgments of the Spirit of
Prophecy to do themlhat we mighl.live and
go in and possess the land which the Lord
our God giveth us! See Deuteronomy 4: I.

Oh, that" modern Israel might lcarn that
which ancient Israel failed to learn , that
"man shall nOI live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God" r Matthew 4:4. D
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