


SAVING faith, what is it? Let the
Scripture and the Spirit of Prophecy

explain.
"Justification by faith is to many a

mystery. A sinner is justified by God when
he repents of his sins. He sees Jesus upon
the cross of Calvary. Why all this suffer-
ing?"' Manuscript Releases, vol. 8. 355.

"'Even so faith. if it hath not works, is
dead, being alone:' James 2: 17.

"Seest thou how faith wrought with
his works, and by works was faith made
perfect?" James 2:22.

"Ye see then how that by works a
man is justified, and not by faith only."
James 2:24.

"It is important that we understand
clearly the nature of faith. There are many
who believe that Christ is the Saviour of
the world, that the gospel is true and
reveals the plan of salvation, yet they do
not possess saving faith. They are intellec-
tually convinced of the truth, but this is
not enough; in order to be justified, the
sinner must have that faith that appropri-
ates the merits of Christ to his own soul.
We read that the devils 'believe, and
tremble,' but their belief does not bring
them justification, neither will the belief
of those who give a merely intellectual
assent to the truths of the Bible bring them
the benefits of salvation. 111is belief fails
of reaching the vital point, for the truth
does not engage the heart or transfonn the
character." Selecled Messages. book 3,
191-192.
"To be pardoned in the way that

Christ pardons, is not only to be for-
given, but to be renewed in the spirit of
our mind. The Lord says, 'A new heart
will I give unto thee.' The image of
Christ is to be stamped upon the very
mind, heart, and soul. The apostle says,
'But we have the mind of Christ.'
I Corinthians 2: 16. Without the trans-
forming process which can comc alone
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through divine power, the original pro-
pensities to sin are left in the heart in all
their strength, to forge new chains, to
impose a slavery thm can never be bro-
ken by human power. But men can never
enter heaven with their old tastes, incli-
nations, idols, ideas, and theories.
Heaven would be no place of joy to
them; for everything would be in colli-
sion with their tastes, appetites, and in-
clinations, and painfully opposed to
their natural and cultivated traits of char-
acter." Ibid., 190-191.

"When through repentance and faith
we accept Christ as our Saviour, the Lord
pardons our sins, and remits the penalty
prescribed for the transgression of the law.
The sinner then stands before God as a
just person; he is taken into favor with
Heaven, and through the Spirit has fel-
lowship with the Father and the Son.

"Then there is yet another work to be
accomplished, and this is of a progres-
sive nature. The soul is to be sanctified
through the truth. And this also is ac-
complished through faith. For it is only
by the grace of Christ, which we receive
through faith, that the character can be
transformed" Ibid., 191.

So we see that character development
is to be accomplished by faith in Jesus that
will produce a character that God can trust
with eternal life. We cannot be justified
while we continue practicing known sins
or neglecting known duties. See Selected
Messages, book I, 366. Listen to God
explain this important soul-saving doc-
tri ne by our prophet.

"Sinners can be justified by God
only when He pardons their sins, remits
the punishment they deserve, and treats
them as though they were really just and
had not sinned, receiving them into di-
vine favor and treating them as if they
were righteous. They are justified alone
through the imputed righteousness of
Christ. The Father accepts the Son, and
through the atoning sacrifice of His Son
accepts the sinner.

"A general faith is entertained by
many, and their assent is given that
Christianity is the only hope for perish-

ing souls. But to believe this intellectu-
ally is not sufticient to the saving of the
soul. James tells us in his epistle that the
devils believe and tremble, but this is not
a saving faith that will justify them.
There are thousands who believe in the
gospel and in Jesus Christ as the world's
Redeemer, but they are not saved by that
faith. This is only an assent of their
judgment to that which is a fact. but it
does not transform the character. They
do not repent and have that failh that
lays hold upon Christ as their sin-par-
doning Saviour; their belief is not unto
repentance. There must be a faith that
accomplishes its work for the receiver. a
faith in the atoning sacrifice, a faith that
works by love and purifies the soul.

"There will be need not only of faith
but of a trust in God. TIlis is the true faith
of Abraham, a faith which produced
fruits. 'Abraham believed God, and it was
imputed unto him for righteousness.'
James 2:23. When God told him to offer
his son as a sacrifice it was the same voice
that had spoken telling him to leave his
country and go into a land which God
would show him. Abraham was saved by
faith in Christ as verily as the sinner is
saved by faith in Christ today.

"The faith that justifies always pro-
duces first true repentance. and then good
works, which are the fruit of that
There is no saving faith that does not
produce good fruit. God gave Christ to
our world to become the sinner's Substi-
tute. The moment true faith in the merits
of the coslly atoning sacrifice is exercised,
claiming Christ as a personal Saviour, that
moment the sinner is justified before God,
because he is pardoned." Manllscript Re-
leases, vol. 8. 356-357.

This saving faith has been lost sight
of by many Sevenlh-day Adventists.
Some have adopted the Evangelical un-
derstanding favoring faith apart from
transformation. Saving faith changes the
life in a daily relationship to known truth
and advances to more known truth as
God through His Spirit provides. He
advances in his 1110re careful walk with

Continued on 24



Table of Contents

It is the mission of Hope Interna·
tional and the editors of Our Firm
Foundation to clearly present Christ
and His truth. The days that yet
remain of this world are few, and
what we do we must do quickly. We
must boldly proclaim the historic
truths of Adventism that place us on
so firm a foundation in the midst of
this troubled world.-EOtTORS

Vol. 9. NO.2

Articles

February. 1994

Editor-Ron Spear
Associmc Editors-Bob 8rcsnnhan,
Clark Floyd, Kenneth Hodges.
Preston MOnlcrrey, Vemon Sparks,
Harvey Sieck

Production Manager-Harvey Steck
Editorial SecrctJry-Mo.ry Aoyd
Contributing Editors-Colin Standish.
Russell Sto.ndish

An Dircclor-Bob Brc.<;n:lho.n
An-Jocl Allcn
Circulo.tion-Lois McGaughey

When God Takes the Reins Vernon Sparks 4
When it will truly be the Lord's work.

Forgiveness F, M. Wilcox 8
How and when we are forgiven.

What Shall I Do to Inherit Eternal Life Ellen G. White 13
The path of repentance. contrition, obedience, and faith.

The Two Essentials Jim Hohnberger 16
Daily dying and abiding.

To SUBSCRIBE:

Suggestcd dOn:llions for the annual subscrip-
tion arc listed below. We h:lve kept lhc,<.;c :l<;
low :l<; possible; but if your finances c:lImot
meet the requested donation, just send what-
ever yOll can. We wa.nt lhis malerial available
to 0.11. of their (X:rsonal finances. If
you wish to give a donation to assi.<;t in provid-
ing subscriptions for those whosc funds lllay
be limited, send your gift marked "Subscrip-
tion Assistancc" to the address below. Your
don:llion is (:IX deductible.

The Two Swords
The roles and relations of civil and spiritual power.

Faith and Works
How to live the Christian life successfully.

Spiritual Restoration
Repairing the breaches in our lives.

Tom Turner 18

Ellen G. White 25

Clark Floyd 28

Departments

If you are moving lO a new location, or if your address is changing for any Olher
reason. please remember to let us know. A simple post card with both old and new
addresses is sufficient and will ensure that your copies of Our Firm Foundation will
continue to come right to your door. Prompt notice is especially important for
subscriptions in the United States, since the post office does not always forward
materials mailed bulk rate.

Unilcd St:ltcs USS14.50
C:lnada and Mexico US521.25
Overseas (surfo.ce mail) USS24.50
Inquire for overseas air rates.

Hope Inlcm:l!ional publications m.."ly be ob·
t:lined from the following sources:
HOpe International
P.O. Box 940
E:lIonvitlc. WA 98328
USA (206) 832-6602

9:00-5:30
Friday 9:00-12:00 Pacific Time

TrUlh Triumphanl Ministries
RRI.C·4SSI3
F;,lkl11Ud, B.C. VOE 1WO
Comada (604) 379-2713

Old Rectory
Gazeiey. New M:lrkct
Suffolk ells 8RB
England

Advent Lay Members Action
21 Tamworth 51.. Annerley 103
AUMrJlla.07-848·9428

Am37jng Trulh Auslr.1lia
Pri\'alc Mailoo."
Marys\·illc. 3779
AustrJha

P.O Box 148
RangiorJ, Soulh Island
New z.e..land. 64--3-3138908

Copyright © 1994
Hope International

Editorial

Moving?

........ 2 Letters 27

February 1994 Our Firm FoundatiOIl 3



( .:1. '::193 T9. 24 )

When God Takes the Reins

•,

The time thus spent is all the while mak-
ing the work morc campi ieated; for the
great Chief Worker is left out of the
question in the care of His own heritage."
Evangelism, 635.

We need not despair because of the
human rule that has usurped Christ's theo-
cratic rule of His people, for where the
shepherds are not true, Christ has prom·
ised to take charge Himself.

"We have been inclined to think that
where there are no faithful ministers there
can be no true Christians, but this is not
the case. God has promised that where the
shepherds are not true He will take charge
of the !lock Himself. God has never made
the !lock wholly dependent upon human
instrumentalities:' Testimonies. vol. 5. 80.

Those who are obedient to Christ's
directives in their personal lives and in
their work for Him will remain in His
church after it is purified. See "The Shak-
ing of Adventism. Phase 3:' Our Firm
FOllndariall, September 1993. Those re-
maining faithful will then receive the full
measure of the latter rain and give the
loud cry. Through the Holy Spirit in the
latter rain God will fully take the reins
into His own hands. Through His fully
surrendered, purified. remnant people
Christ will then cut His work short in
rightcousness-right doing. See Romans

B y our stiff-necked persistence in
following our own methods and
those of the world in the operation

of God's health and educational systems
in direct disobedience to God's expressed
will, we have grasped the reins of the
government of Christ's church out of His
hands. By refusing to permit Christ's will
to rein in His institutions, we have refused
to work under His theocratic rule. By
following our own way we have caused a
controversy between ourselves and God.
Ellen White's words written over one
hundred years ago well describe our situ-
ation today:
'We can stand down here, in 1892,

and with the aftersight we are privileged
to have, we can see what it means 10
disobey God's commandments. Adam
yielded to temptation, and as we have the
matter of sin and its consequences laid so
distinctly before us, we can read from
cause to cffect and see the greatness of the
act is not that which constitutes sin; but
the disobedience of God's expressed will,
which is a virtual denial of God, refusing
the laws of His government. ... No man
can be happy and depart from God's
specified requirements, and set up a
standard of his own which he decides he
can safely follow. Then there would be a
variety of standards to suit the different

minds, and the government taken out of
the Lord's hands and human beings grasp
the reins of government. The law of self is
erected, the will of man is made supreme,
and when the high and holy will of God is
presented to be obeyed, respected, and
honored the human will wants its own
way to do its own promptings, and there is
a controversy between the human agent
and the divine." Manuscript Releases.
vol. 6, 338.

By operating the church and its insti·
lutions in many ways contrary to Christ's
directives we, nOl God. have caused a
long delay in Christ's second coming.

"We may have to remain here in this
world because of insubordination many
more years. as did the children of Israel;
but for Christ's sake, His people should
not add sin to sin by charging God with
the consequence of their own wrong
course of action." Maranatha, 19.

The usurpation by man ofChrist's rule
in His church has indeed delayed and
made the work much harder.

"Men make the work of advancing the
truth tenfold harder than it really is, by
seeking to take God's work out of His
hands into their own finite hands. They
think they must be constantly inventing
something to make men do things which
they suppose these persons ought to do.

========1Vernon Sparks
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Even if all our leading men should refuse
light and truth, that door will still remain

open. The Lord will raise up men who will give
the people the message for this time.

9:27-28. God will manifest Himself Mas-
ter of the situation.

"There will be a series of events re-
vealing that God is Master of the situ-
ation," Testimonies, vol. 9, 96.

We are not to be depressed when there
is unfaithfulness by the watchmen, for
God will make the remaining faithful
radiant with His Word.

'lOa not be depressed, do not mourn in
secret because of the unfaithfulness of the
watchmen on the walls of Zion. There is
no call for despondency and misappre-
hension. Place yourself where the bright
beams of the Sun of Righteousness can
shine into all the chambers of your mind
and into the soul-temple. We are the light
of the world, God says. He will make
those who are faithful in the church radi-
ant with the Word of God. His Spirit will
be communicated to human instrumen-
talities, giving them light before which
moral darkness must flee away." Manu-
script Releases, vol. 12, 102-103.

Even if all the leaders were to reject
the truth. God would raise up other mes-
sengers.

"Even if all our leading men should
refuse light and truth, that door will still
remain open. The Lord will raise up men
who will give the people the message for
this time." TeSTimonies to Millisters, 107.

In the final work, God will use men
and women of His own choosing.

"Light must come to the people
through agents whom God shall choose,
who will give the note of warning, that
none may be in ignorance ohhe purposes
of God or the devices of Satan. At the
great heart of the work Satan will use his
hellish arts to the utmost. He will seek in
every possible way to interpose himself
bctween the people and God, and shut
away the lighl that God would have come
10 His children." Tlte £llell G. While 1888
Materials, 507.

Humble men and women, still sensi-
tive to truth, and even children will be
impelled to give the message.

"God will move upon men of humble
position in society, men who have not
become insensible to the bright rays of
light through so long contemplating the
light of truth, and refusing to make any
improvement or advancement therein,
Many such will be seen hurrying hither
and thither, constrained by the Spirit of
God to bring the light to others. The truth.
the Word of God. is as a fire in their
bones. filling them with a burning desire
to enlighten those who sit in darkness.
Many, even among the uneducated, now

proclaim the words of the Lord. Children
are impelled by the Spirit to go forth and
declare the message from Heaven." Re-
view alld Herald, July 23, 1895.

God will not satisfy our curiosity as to
why He chooses whom He chooses.

"Men professing godliness have de-
spised Christ in the person of His messen-
gers. Like the Jews, they reject God's
message. The Jews asked regarding
Christ, 'Who is this? Is not this Joseph's
sonT He was not the Christ that the Jews
had looked for. So today the agencies that
God sends are not what men have looked

for. But the Lord will not ask any man by
whom to send. He will send by whom He
will. Men may not be able to understand
why God sends this one or that one. His
work may be a matter of curiosity. God
will not satisfy this curiosity; and His
Word will not return unto Him void."
Ibid., August 17, 1897.

We must be careful not to reject light
because it does not come through ex-
pected channels.

''We should be ready 10 accept light
from God from whatever source it may
come, instead of rejecting it because it
does not come through the channel from
which we expected it." Review Gnd Her·
aId, August 27, 1889.

God often purposely uses unexpected
channels to help identify the true lovers of
truth.

"The Lord often works where we least
expect Him; He surprises us by revealing
His power through instruments of His
own choice, while He passes by the men
to whom we have looked as those through
whom light should come. God desires us
to receive the truth upon its own merits-
because it is truth," Testimonies 10 Millis·
ters, 106.

The Lord often works contrary to the
ideas of church leadership and uses those
who will be molded by His counsels.

"I wish that occasionally the curtain
could be rolled back and all could see the
manner of the Lord's working, and the

wonderful activity in the courts above.
The Lord often works in a manner which
is not in accordance with the ideas of the
men who are in responsible positions. The
speculations and calculations of human
minds are not always in wisdom of God.
Some move altogether too slowly, and
their caution is a defective spoke in the
wheel, keeping it from rolling. Again,
others may devise and plan how this one
and that one shall work, when the Lord
has other work for these men to do, other
places where He wants them to till in as
His agents. His plans are not built on any

foundation that is laid by man, but as the
high and lofty One that inhabiteth eter-
nity, He lays the foundation, and erects
the structure, in lofty independence
through those who will be worked by
Him. The Lord Jesus lakes those thaI He
finds will be molded and uses them for
His own name's glory, to meet His own
spiritual conception. He sees material that
others would pass by, and works all who
will be worked." Spaldillg alld Magall
Collectioll,65.

In God's tinal work we can expect
resistance from the very ones expected to
be engaged in such work.
"If we are to bear a part in this work to

its close, we must recognize the fact that
there are good things to come 10 the
people of God in a way that we had not
discerned; and that there will be resistance
from the very ones we expected to engage
in such a work." The £llell G. White 1888
Materials, 1024.

Those in the church who obstruct the
channels God chooses will have an ac·
count to settle with Him.

"But when God speaks to men, com-
manding them to bear His message to the
people, it means something. Those who
are commanded to bear a message must
move out although obstacles of a forbid-
ding character are in the way. Those who
claim to know the truth, and yet lay every
obstacle in Ihe way so that light shall not
come to the people, will have an account

February 1994 Our Firm Foundation 5



I f men continue to bind their fellow laborerscloser and closer to the commandments of
men, many will be stirred by the Spirit of God
to break every shackle, and assert their liberty
in Christ Jesus.

to seule with God that they will not be
pleased to meet. God manages His own
work, and woe to the man who puts his
hand to the ark of God." Ibid,. 1032.
The following eounsels regarding how

those who are disobedient 1O the Lord, or
who refuse to accept truth, should respond
to Christ's leadership of His people will
eertainly be fully applieable when He
takes the reins into His own hands.

"The third angel's message will not be

comprehended, the light which will
lighten the earth with its glory will be
called a false light, by those who refuse to
walk in it.s advancing glory. The work that
might have been done, will be left undone
by the rejecters of truth, because of their
unbelief. We entreat of you who oppose
the light of truth, to stand out of the way
of God's people. Let Heaven-sent lighl
shine forth upon them in clear and steady
rays. God holds you 10 whom this light
has come, responsible for the use you
make of it Those who will not hear will
be held responsible; for the truth has been
brouglll within their reach, but they de-
spised their opportunities and privileges."
Review alld Herald, May 27, 1890.

"You who are finite, erring, and unsanc-
tified, have supposed that God's children
were put under your jurisdiction. for you to
plan for them, and bring them to your
terms.... Let it no longer to regarded as
your privilege to conlfol God's heritage.

'"The Lord Himself will turn and over-
turn, and set things in order. He has the
responsibility of His own work, and He
has not entrusted the management of His
people to unsanctified human hands.

"It is hard for men to learn their real
weakness and ignorance and inefficiency.
It is hard for the ambitious heart to receive
God's ideas and plans. with unquestioning
faith and obedience. Some have very high
ideas of the importance of their own
individuality, and by their headstrong
course are saying, We want not God's
way, but our own way." The Ellen G.
White 1888 Marerials, 1367.
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"Now, brethren, I say, clear the King's
highway, for your soul's sake. If you have
interposed between the people and the
light, get out of the way, or God will move
you out of the way." Ibid., 541.

Special truth in the last days as in
earlier ages will be found with lhose who
are not too learned to believe God.

"The great leaders of religious thought
in this generation sound the praises and
build the monuments of those who

planted the seed of truth centuries ago. Do
not many turn from this work to trample
down the growth springing from the same
seed today? The old cry is repeated, 'We
know that God spake unto Moses; as for
this fellow [Christ in the messenger He
sends!, we know not from whence he is.'
John 9:29. As in earlier ages, the special
truths for this time are found, not with the
ecclesiastical authorities. but with men
and women who are not too learned or too
wise to believe the Word of God." Chr;st's
Object Lessolls, 79.

Many of God's helpers in the closing
work will come from the untrained, com-
mon people.

"In this closing work of the gospel
there is a vast field to be occupied; and,
more than ever before, the work is to
enlist helpers from the common people.
Both the youth and those older in years
will be called from the field, from the
vineyard, and from the workshop, and
sent forth by the Master to give His
message. Many of these may have had
lillie opportunity for education; but Christ
sees in them qualitications that will en-
able them to fulfill His purpose. If they
put their heans into the work, and con-
tinue to be learners, He will fit them to
labor for Him." The Youth's Instructor.
March 3, 1908.

God's helpers will follow Ihe direc-
tions of the Holy Spirit regardless of
Conference support.

"There are among our church mem-
bers faithful souls who feel a burden for
those who know not the truth for this time.

But one will say to such, The Conference
will not support you if you go here or
there. To such souls I would say, 'Pray to
God for guidance as to where you shall
go; follow the directions of the Holy
Spirit, and go, whether the Conference
will pay your expenses or not: 'Go work
today in My vineyard: Christ commands.
When you have done your work in one
place, go to another. Angels of God will
go with you. if you follow the leadings of
the Spirit.·' Malluscr;pt Releases, vol. 8,
206-207.

God will pass by those who have
worked according to their own wisdom.

''The Lord does not ask permission of
those in responsible positions when He
wishes to use certain ones as His agents
for the promulgation of truth. But He will
use whom He will use. He will pass by
men who have not followed His counsel,
men who feel capable and sufficient to
work in their own wisdom; and He will
use others who are thought by these sup-
posedly wise ones to be wholly incompe-
tent. Many who have some talent think
that they are necessary lO the c.:lUse of
God. Let them beware lest Ihey stretch
themselves beyond their measure, and the
Lord shall leave them to their own ways.
to be filled with their own doings." Re-
vielV alld Herald. July 23, 1895.

The following counsels, many appli-
cable today, of how we are to relate to
kingly power will certainly be fully appli-
cable when Christ lakes the reins into His
own hands.

"If the cords are drawn much tighter,
if the rules are made much finer, if men
continue to bind their fellow laborers
closer and closer 10 the commandments of
men, many will be stirred by the Spirit of
God to break every shackle. and assert
their liberty in Christ Jesus."' Ibid.

"Phariseeism in the Christian world
today is not extinct. The Lord desires to
break up the course of precision which
has become so firmly established. which
has hindered, instead of advancing, His
work. He desires His people to remember
that there is a large space over which the
light of present truth is to be shed. Divine
wisdom must have abundant room in
which to work. It is to advance without
asking permission or support from those
who have laken to themselves a kingly
power." Malluscript Releases. vol. 14,
203.

"Let those who would follow Christ
fully come up to the work, even if it be
over the heads of ministers and presi-
dent" Testimonies vol. 5. 369.

(



L et me tell you that the Lord will work in
this last work in a manner very much out of

the common order of things, and in a way that
will be contrary to any human planning.

"Under the showers of the latter rain
the inventions of man, the human machin-
ery, will at times be swept away, the
boundary of man's authority will be as
broken reeds. and the Holy Spirit will
speak through the living, human agent
with convincing power. No one then will
watch 10 see if the sentences are well
rounded off, if the grammar is faultless.
The living water will flow in God's own
channels." The Pallisoll Collecrioll. 102.
"[he Spirit is poured out upon all who

will yield to its promptings, and, casting off
all man's machinery, his binding rules and
cautious methods, they will declare the
truth with the might of the Spirit's power."
RevielV alld Herald July 23. 1895.

See also Testimonies to Ministers.
362,411.

When God's people cease to let others
mold them at will a great advance will be
made in finishing the work.

"May the Lord place this matter be-
fore you as it is. God works, not as men
plan, nor as mcn wish, but 'in a mysteri-
ous way, His wonders to perform.' Why
treat God's ways as worthless, because
they do not coincide with our private
ideas? God has appointed channels of
light, but these are not necessarily through
the minds of any particular man or set of
men. When 311 shall take their appointed
places in God's work, and not allow oth-
ers to mold Ihem at will, then one great
advance will have been made loward let-
ling the light shine upon the world." The
Ellell G. While /888 Marerials, 113.

We will be disappointed if we try to
limit how God will work, for He will
work in ways least expected.

"You are not to limit the Holy One of
Israel, whose power is of old, and whose
ways are past finding out. If you mark out
ways whereby you expect God to work,
you will be disappointed. The kingdom of
heaven cometh not with observation. You
arc to leave God to work in His own way,
and you must walk, not by sight, but by
faith. God has a work to be done, and it is
a very solemn, sacred work. It is not wise
to follow plans of your own devising....
God will work in ways least expected. It is
not your own strenglh that will turn the
battle against the enemy, but the strength
of the mighty General of annies, who
works for His own name's glory." Series
A. NO.7. 18-19.

God will take the reins into His own
hands. With simple means He will work
contrary to any human planning.

"Unless those who can help in --
are aroused (Q a sense of their duty, they

will not recognize the work of God when
the loud cry of the third angel shall be
heard. When light goes forth to lighten the
earth, instead of coming up to the help of
the Lord, they will want to bind about His
work to meet their narrow ideas. Let me
tell you that the Lord will work in this last
work in a manner very much out of the
common order of things, and in a way that
will be contrary to any human planning.
There will be those among us who will
always want to control the work of God,
to dictate even what movements shall be
made when the work goes forward under
the direction of the angel who joins the
third angel in the message to be given to
the world. God will use ways and means
by which iL will be seen that He is taking
the reins in His own hands. The workers
will be surprised by the simple means that
He will use to bring about and perfect His
work of righteousness." Testimonies to
Ministers, 300.

Laborers will be led to leave their
ordinary employment and to labor in eco-
nomical house-to-house work.

"Men will be moved by the Holy
Spirit to leave their ordinary employment
and enter the barren fields that have never

heard the last message of mercy. Many
will be endowed with power from on
high. They will work wisely, not expend-
ing means lavishly, but studying how
souls can be brought to the knowledge of
the truth by the opening of the Scriptures
in house-to-house labor. This work men
and women will take hold of for the love
of Christ." Manuscript Releases No. 311,
45.

Humble, obedient laborers will travel
from city to city and country to country
with great success.

''When the church is awakened, de-
cided changes will be made. Men and
women will be converted, and so filled
will they be by the Spirit of God that they
will pass from country to country, from
city to city. proclaiming the message of
truth. With hearts filled with earnest love

for souls, they will open their Bibles and
present the Word, 'II is wrillen: Wherever
they go a people will be raised up to stand
in the day of the Lord. The simplicity of
these humble workers will be their
strength; for angels of God work with
those who are humble and obedient.
Learned, eloquent men will noL see the
results from their work that are seen by
these humble, zealous. praying men."
Ibid.

We are told that the loud cry of the
fourth angel of Revelation 18: 1-5 will
largely be accomplished through publica-
tions. See The Publishing Mini,\"try, 50. It
is of significance that as the publications
of our publishing houses have increas-
ingly promoted the beliefs of the New
Theology (See "God's Plan Missused"
Our Firm Foundation, vol. 7, no. 12.)just
so has there been a parallel increase in
publications from independent ministries
untainted by the doctrines of fallen Chris-
tianity. These magazines. books, tracts,
audio casselles and video tapes in har-
mony with the beliefs of historic Advent-
ism may very well be among the simple
means that God will use to cut His work
short in righteousness.

With the message of the fourth angel
we have been promised "additional light."
We are told that it could very well come in
unexpected ways.

"I did not desire to definitely state
these particulars in the Conference for the
delegates to garble and misconstrue; but I
said enough in regard to what the Lord
had been pleased to show me. I stated that
. .. there was to be special light for God's
people as they neared the closing scenes
of this earth's history. Another angel was
to come from heaven with a message and
the whole earth was to be Iightened with
his glory. It would be impossible for us to
slate just how this additional light would
come. It might come in a very unexpected
manner, in a way that would not agree
with the ideas that Illany have conceived.

Continued on 23
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THE hopelessness of sinful man out-
side of God's plan for his redemp-
tion is declared in the words of the

psalmist: "If Thou, Lord, shouldst mark
iniquities, 0 Lord, who shall stand?"
Psalm 130:3. But the ground for hope in
the Lord is stated in the next verse:
"There is forgiveness with Thee."

This basic fact in Christian belief was
taught by the typical service of the
earthly sanctuary: ·'If a soul sin, and
commit a trespass against the Lord," "he
shall bring his trespass offering unto the
Lord, a ram without blemish out of the
flock, ... for a trespass offeri ng. unto the
priest and the priest shall make an atone-
ment for him before the Lord: and it shall
be forgiven him for anything of all that
he hath done in trespassing therein."
Leviticus 6:2, 6-7.
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And he said, I know not: am I my
brother's keeper? And He said, What hast
thou done? the voice of thy brother's
blood crieth unto Me from the ground.
And now art thou cursed from the earth,
which hath opened her mouth to receive
thy brother's blood from thy hand; when
thou tillest the ground, it sha.1I not
henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a
fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in
the eanh. And Cain said unto the Lord,
Mine iniquity is greater than that it may
be forgiven." Genesis 4:9-13, margin.

Misconception ofGod's attitude toward
the sinner wrung from Cain those despair-
ing words, "Behold, Thou hast driven me
out this day from the face of the eanh; and
from Thy face shall I be hid." It was with
this burden of unbelief and misunderstand-
ing on his heart that he "went out from the
presence of the Lord," This altitude of
persistent unbelief never permitted the
revelation of God's mercy in the forgive-
ness of sins to lead Cain from the darkness
of his own sinful course to the light and
love and plenteous redemption of his Lord
who delighteth in mercy.

The fact of forgiveness as taught in the
Bible has to do with a need as wide as the
race, for "all have sinned, and come short
of the glory of God." Romans 3:23.

Men, according to the Scriptures, are
divided into two classes: Those who are
dead, distant, and alien, and those who
have been made alive, brought near, and
given the place of sons. Those of the first
class are said to be without hope, while
those of the second are said to have been
begotten unto a lively hope. Between
these two conditions of life the forgive-
ness of God has wrought, working upon
the one class and making possible the
other. "You, being dead in your sins, .
hath He quickened together with Him,
having forgiven you all trespasses." Co-
lossians 2: 13.
The apostle Paul, in his epistle to the

Colossians. clearly says that the basis of
this forgiveness is the blood of the atone-
ment, for in Christ "we have redemption
through His blood, even the forgiveness
of sins." Colossians I: 14.

But it should be understood that the
sins that are forgiven are the sins of the
persons who repent of their wrongdoing
and confess their guilt in their transgres-
sions. To this, both the Old and the New

Francis M. Wilcox served the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church as an autlwI; minister, and
administrator and was the editor o/rhe Review
and Herald/rom 191/10 /944.
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I t is not enough merely to have sorrow for sin,and to cry to the Lord for its removal. We
must come in confession with sincere purpose
to tum away from sin, and to live apart from it,
turning to God in all things.

Testament. in many passages. bear wit-
ness. Observe the following:

"I acknowledged my sin unto Thee,
and mine iniquity have I not hid. l said, I
will confess my transgre sions unto the
Lord; and Thou forgavest the iniquity of
my sin." Psalm 32:5.
"If we confess our sins, He is faithful

and just to forgive us our sins. and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness."
I John 1:9.

It should also be understood that con-
version precedes forgiveness. It is not
enough merely to have sorrow for sin, and
to cry to the Lord for its removal. We must
come in confession with sincere purpose
to turn away from sin, and 10 live apart
from it. turning 10 God in all things.

"When Thy people Israel be smitten
down before the enemy, because they
have sinned against Thee, and shall turn
again to Thee, and confess Thy name, and
pray, and make supplication unto Thee in
this house: Ihen hear Thou in heaven, and
forgive the sin of Thy people Israel, and
bring them again unto the land which
Thou gavest unto their fathers." I Kings
8:33-34.

"To open their eyes, and to turn them
from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God, that they may
receive forgiveness of sins, and inherit-
ance among them which are sanctified by
faith that is in Me." Acts 26: 18.

Forgiveness is not holiness. Our guilt
is the obstacle that stands in the way of a
life of progressive holiness for us. I For-
giveness provides a way whereby our
guilt is canceled. But the remission of our
sins is not to be confused with the actual
bestowal of righteousness. Forgi veness is
precedent to the bringing in of righteous-
ness. '"Then did I own my sin to Thee.
uncovering my iniquity: and as I vowed I
would confess. Thou didst remit my sinful
guilt." Psalm 32:5. Moffall's translation.

The cleansing from all unrighteous-
ness accompanies the forgiveness of our
sins. That this cleansing is by the blood of
Jesus we learn from the words of the
apostle John: "If we walk in the light, as
He is in the light, we have fellowship one
with another. and the blood of Jesus
Christ His Son c1eanseth us from all sin:'
I John 1:7.

Cleansing us from all sin by the blood
of the atonement is as surely an act of
atonement as is the shedding of the blood
by which the cleansing is accomplished.
Since it accompanies the act of forgive-
ness, it is clearly a work that is performed
by the risen Saviour as priest in the

sanctuary above. Observe this in the
preaching of the apostles: "Him hath God
exalted with His right hand to be a Prince
and a Saviour. for to give repentance to
Israel, and forgiveness ofsins." Acts 5:31.

But we proceed a step further, to find
in the teachings of Paul that forgiveness
precedes justification.2 Proclaiming
Christ to the people at Antioch, he said:
"He, whom God raised again. saw no
corruption. Be it known unto you there-
fore, men and brethren, that through this
Man is preached unto you the forgiveness
of sins: and by Him all that believe are
justified from all things. from which ye

could not be justified by the law of
Moses." Acts 13:37-39.

By this it is evident that justification
follows belief in God's willingness to
forgive. that belief of God's forgiveness
follows the preaching of lhat particular
truth, and that this preaching is through
Jesus Christ, who, though slain, saw no
corruption, and was raised again from the
dead.

Now if the preaching of the doctrine
of forgiveness is through the crucified and
risen Christ, and belief of this doctrine
brings justification, then the priestly serv-
ice which obtains for us that justification,
is rendered after we believe. Since this
work of justifying us is an important parl
of the atoning work of Christ, lhen it is
quite evident that the work of atonement
was not completed at the cross. The Scrip-
tures plainly state that Christ there "was
delivered for our offenses:' but ·'was
raised again for our justification." Ro-
mans 4:25.

in the type it is clear that forgiveness
was obtained for the penitent through the
blood of the sacrifice by an act of the
priest. "If a soul sin," "he shall bring his
trespass offering unto the Lord.... And
the priest shall make an atonement for
him before the Lord." Leviticus 6:2. 6-7.

Because forgiveness is a gift obtained
for us by the Saviour exalted in heaven,
the obtaining of our forgiveness through

His own precious blood is an act of
Christ's priesthood. and as such is in
harmony with the type. Observe in Acts
13 :24-38 that the doctrine of forgiveness
bases itself in the death and resurrection
of Christ, and that emphasis is given to the
resurrection of Christ as a basis for for-
giveness. '''He, whom God raised again,
saw no corruption. Be it known unto you
therefore. men and brethren. that lhrough
this Man is preached unto you the forgive-
ness of sins." Acts 13:37-38.

The typical service revealed clearly
that there can be no forgiveness until the
penalty for sin has been paid. However,

lhe mere payment of the penalty, while
basic to the act of forgiveness, is not
forgiveness. There must be acceptance of
the payment by Him who demands it.
There must be tendered with it acknowl-
edgment of the justice of the penalty.
There must accompany it evidence of a
purpose to turn away from sin. There must
be a seeking of new power to live aright in
God"s sight. There must be acceptance of
new principles for that new life.

These were provided in the type by the
penitent's bringing a substitute to sacrifice
at the appointed place, thus acknowledging
his need and the justice of the penalty
prescribed; by laying his hand upon the
head of the victim, thus expressing his
willingness to have his guilt borne by
(\Ilolher, and his debt paid by substitution:
by slaying the victim as an offering for his
sin. thus expressing his willingness 10 die in
his substitute, and to <.tccept the life which
his victim's death permitted to continue:
thus, also, signifying the acceptance of a
new principle and a new power for that life.
These all were provided in the typical
service by the individual sin offerings.

At the making of the continual burnt
offering there was no personal acknowl-
edgment of guilt, no personal tender of this
offering as an individual ransom, no pres-
entation of this as a personal substitute, no
laying on of the hands of individual sinners,
no personal acceptance of the victim's life
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None of these is obtainable by the
transaction at the cross in itself, yet not

one of them is obtainable but by the blood of
the cross ministered in the heavenly sanctuary.

in substitution by individuals, no personal
killing of the sacrifice by the penitent, and
no evidence presented with it that individu-
als had purposed to live anew in new power
upon new principles. At the making of the
sin offering. all these were in evidence.

The continual burnt offering served to
keep before the minds of Ihe people the
grem fact of redeeming love, that God had
provided a ransom for all. The individual
sin offering signified that the penitent, in
approaching God. did so by faith in the

sacrifice which God had provided, and on
the grounds of that provision, had come to
express his acceptance of it, and to yield
himself to thc dcmands of a just God.

In figure the sinner thus died; but
inasmuch as his death was by substitution,
hc had dicd only to Ihe law which de-
manded his death. that is, he had died
legally. He, in reality. had continued to
live. It is this fact that makes it necessary
for man, the penalty for whose guilt has
already been paid by the death of his
substitute, to obtain forgiveness through a
ministry of the blood of the sacrifice, by
the priest.

In reality he must receive pardon for
that for which he has died in figure, and,
thank God, he can do this through the
ministry of the blood of Christ. Being
pardoned, he is justified, and thus given a
changed standing before God. He must
have sin's power in him broken. He must
have a changed purpose, and a new power
to keep him from being under the domin-
ion of sin. he must be given rulership in
Christ.

Now all Ihis. after the price had been
paid on the cross, is, in the anti type, made
possible by the cross, but through the
blood of the cross is made real by the
priestly ministry of Christ in the heavenly
sanctuary.

As the Iypical priesl took the blood
and with it made atonement, and thus
brought forgiveness to the penitent, so our
antitypical Priest with His own blood
makes atonement for the penitent in the
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heavenly sanctuary and obtains forgive-
ness for him. Then it is that our antitypical
Priest, through His own blood ministered
in the heavenly sanctuary, presents the
merits of the life He gave for the penitent.
and secures his justification. This latter, as
we have already seen by Paul"s teaching
in the book of ACIS, is made possible by
the belief of the penitent in the doctrine of
forgiveness. Thus justification is depend-
enl upon forgiveness, and follows it in the
penitent's experience.

It is to be observed that this
tion is very full and all embracing: "By
Him all that believe arc justil1ed from all
things:' Acts 13:39.

It is evident, then, that since this
fication is dependent upon the faith of the
penitent in God's forgiveness of him, the
justification which is thus made possible
by thaI faith embraces all that has been
forgiven and no more. That being so, and
since the penitent is justified from all
things, we therefore conclude that he has
been freely and fully forgiven all the si"s.

In the type, however, forgiveness fol-
lowed the killing of the sacrifice and the
offering of its blood on Ihe altar. There is
no indication that forgiveness was ob-
tained by other means. It is so in the
anlitype. Forgiveness can come only after
we have paid the penalty by dying in our
Substitute, and the price of our ransom
from sin's guilt has been accepted in
discharge of our debt. Ln other words,
forgiveness comes when in confession of
our faults we hold nothing of the price
back. but yield ourselves wholly to God.
As surely as no partial confession of our
sins can be acceptable to God, so surely
can there be no panial forgiveness of sins
extended by God.

The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us
from all sin. But it cleanses us from sins
that have been forgiven. The cleansing of
all unrighteousness is the immediate re-
sult of being forgiven. Since the cleansing
can be no more complete than the forgi ve-
ness, the forgiveness must be complete. In

other words. when the hean is cleansed.
the Lord does not cast out six devils and
leave one. Neither docs He partly cast out
the whole seven and at the same time
leave them panly in. Rather does He leave
the whole hean swept and garnished and
ready for full occupancy by the Holy
Spiril,3 and the sending of the Holy Spirit
is an act of Christ's priestly ministry: ··It is
expedicnt for you Ihat I go away: for if r
go not away, the Comforter will not come
unto you; but if I depart. I will send Him
unto you:' John 16:7.

The coming of the Spirit, then, is possi-
ble only through Christ's priestly ministry.
Righteousness is obtainable only through
Christ's priestly ministry. Forgiveness is a
gifl of the exalted Saviour. None of these is
obtainable by the transaction at the cross in
itself, yct not one of them is obtainable but
by the blood of the cross ministered in the
heavenly sanctuary.

This truth in no way militates against
the fact that throughout the centuries that
elapsed before Ihe death of Christ, men
did obtain forgiveness of sin and were
accepted by God. This, however, was
done by virtue of a sacrifice yet to be
offered. and a priestly ministry yet to be
begun. Jesus is referred to in the Scrip-
tures as the "Lamb slain from the founda-
tion of the world." His death was antici-
pated in God's purpose 10 save 111:1Il. and
He was counted as having already been
slain from the moment that His death was
pledged as necessary to meet man's need.
This. though, does not change the fact that
in the course of the development of God's
purpose to save us by Christ. it was of
necessity that an hour should arrive when
Ihat which was only of promise would
become a reality. The time would come
when the slaying of the Lamb would no
longer be prospective, but actual. Until
that time came. these things that as yet
were not, were counted in God's purpose
as though they were,

During all the years that inlervened
between man's fall and Christ's death.
prayers were offered. confession of sin
was madc, and forgiveness was implored.
Without question these prayers were
heard. these confessions were received,
and pardon WllS bestowed. This, however.
was all done through faith in, and by
virtue of. that which, in the fullness of
time, was yet to be actually done in man's
behalf.

In a most positive way the Scriptures
declare thaI it is the blood of Chrisl thaI
cleanses LIS from all sin. I John 17; Reve-
lation. I:5. With equal clearness of state-
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so, then, faith before the cross and faith sincethe cross have the same resting place,
namely, the substitutionary death and the
priestly life of the Saviour, the one as much as
the other.

ment they set forth the truth that it is
through the blood of the Saviour that we
have redemption. Ephesians I:7: I Peter
1:18-19. In no less positive terms the
Scriptures also declare the truth that with-
out the resurrection of Christ, faith in the
blood of the sacrifice is vain, and we
would yet be in our sins. I Corinthians
IS: 17.
So, then, faith before the cross and

faith since the cross have the same rest-
ing place, namely, the substitutionary
death and the priestly life of the Saviour,
the one as much as the olher. The word of
God it abundantly clear that nei-
ther Christ's death for man nor His aton-
ing ministry preceded His taking our
flesh and becoming man. He became a
priest after He sprang out of the tribe of
Judah. Hebrews 7:14. His priestly minis-
try did not begin before He was made a
priest, but in the same way that provision
was made whereby men could obtain
forgiveness of sin and acceptance with
God through faith in the merits of the
blood that was not yet shed, so they
obtained forgiveness and accepwnce by
virtue of a priestly ministry of that blood
which had not yet been institut.ed in fact.

In the Saviour's teaching He used a
parable by which He set. forth a very
important phase of this question of for-
giveness. "Illis we now should note.

A certain king, taking account of his
servants. found one who owed him ten
thousand talents, but had nOt the means to
pay the debt. According 10 the law. the
king ordered that he, his wife, his chil-
dren. and all that he had. be sold. and that
payment be made from the proceeds. At
this the servant fell down at the king's
feet, and besought him, saying. "Lord.
have patience with me. and I will pay thee
aiL" Then the king, moved with compas-
sion, had him loosed, and forg3.ve him the
debt.

;'But the same servant went out, and
found one of his fellow servants, which
owed him a hundred pence: and he laid
hands on him, and took him by the throat,
saying. Pay me that thou owest. And his
fellow servant fell down at his feel. and
besought him. saying, Have patience with
me. and I will pay thee all. And he would
not: but went and cast him into prison, till
he should pay the debt. So when his
fellow servants saw what was done, they
were very sorry, and came and told unto
their lord all that was done.

"Then his lord. after hc had called him,
said unto him, 0 thou wicked servant, I
forgave thee all that debt, because thou

desiredst me: shouldst not thou also have
had compassion on thy fellow servam, even
as I had pity on thee? And his lord was
wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors.
till he should pay all that was due unto him.
So likewise shall my heavenly Father do
also unto you, ifye from your hearts forgive
not every one his brother their trespasses."
Matthew 18:23-35.

The forgiveness of God, represented
by that of the king in this parable, is the
basis in us for a compassionate attitude
toward our fellow men.

"We ourselves owe everything to
God's free grace. Grace in the covenant
ordained our adoption. Grace in the Sav·
iour effected our redemption. our regen-
eration, and our exaltation to heirship
with Christ. Let this grace be revealed to
others." Christ's Object Lessons, 250.

If we forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will our heavenly Father forgive
us our trespasses. "Nothing can justify an
unforgiving spirit." We are forgiven by
God, not because we are worthy, but
because, without merit in us. He so loved
us that He gave His only begotten Son to
die for us. We do not make ourselves

worthy of his forgiveness by forgiving our
brethren. and we are not forgiven because
we forgive. A forgiving spirit in us makes
it possible for God to give us His pardon.
An unforgiving spirit keeps us in a condi-
tion of disobedience, and reveals that we
are unwilling to receive the love of God
into our hearts. This is nothing less th<ln
rejection of God's pardoning love. The
blessing of forgiveness cannot come to
such. for by their own auitude they have
alienated themselves from the pardon of
God. The simple fact is that if we would
be forgiven. we must be forgiving. "If ye
forgive men their trespasses, your heav-
enly Father will also forgive you: but if ye
forgive not men their trespasses. neither
will your Father forgive your trespasses."
Matthew 6: 14-15.

In the round of ministry in the earthly
sanctuary. a sin offering was presented for

all the people. "And unto the children of
Israel thou shalt speak, saying. Take ye a
kid of the goats for a sin offering." "And
he brought the people's offering. and took
the goal. which was the sin offering for
the people, and slew it, and offered it for
sin." Leviticus 9:3, 15.

The blood of the sin offerings for the
people was borne into the sanctuary by
the priest, some of it was sprinkled before
the veil, and placed on the altar of incense
in the holy place, then the rcst of it was
poured out at the bottom of the altar of
burnt ofTering.

"The priest shall dip his finger in
some of the blood, and sprinkle it seven
times before the Lord, even before the
veil. And he shall put SOIllC of the blood
upon the horns of the altar which is
before the Lord, that is in the tabernacle
of the congregation, and shall pour out all
the blood at the bOllom of the altar of the
burnt offering. which is atlhe door of the
tabernacle of the congregation."' Levi-
ticus 4: 17-18.

Thus the blood being the life (Levi-
ticus 17: 14). in which the guilt of the
people was removed from them. was the

medium through which sin was "trans-
ferred in figure to the sanctuary."

Besides the sin offerings for the whole
of the people. were the sin offerings
which were brought 1O the sanctuary by
individual penitents. The individual ap-
pronched God through the blood of the
sacrifice. His faith took hold of the prom-
ise of God. renewed in the general offer-
ings of the daily ministration, that through
the merits of the substitutionary Sacrifice
which God would provide. all sin would
be purged from him. His own individual
sin offering indicated that he was willing
to accept that Sacrifice as !lis own to take
away !lis sins. and purge !lis guilt. and to
pay liis penalty by dying liis death.

Sometimes the blood of the sin offer-
ing was not taken into the holy place of
the sanctuary. Instead it was placed by the
priest upon the horns of the altar of burnt
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offering, and poured out at the bottom of
the altar of burnt offering. In such cases,
its flesh was taken into the holy place, to
be eatcn there by the priest through the
medium of the blood borne into the sane·
IUury or put upon the altar. The sanctuary
and the altar were defiled by the unclean-
ness of the people in all their sins. There
was thus a blood record of the sins of the
people in the sanctuary. From this defile·
mcn! the sanctuary was cleansed by the
atoning blood Once a year, on the Day of
Atonement.

"He shall make an atonement for the
holy place, because of the uncleanness of
the children of Israel, and because of their
transgressions in all their sins: and so shall
he do for the tabernacle of the congrega·
tion, that rcmaineth among them in the
midst of their uncleanness. And he
shall go out unto the altar that is before the
Lord, and make an atonement for it; and
shall take of the blood of the bullock, and
of the blood of the goat, and put it upon
the horns of the altar round about. And he
shall sprinkle of the blood upon it with his
finger seven times, and cleanse it, and

hallow it from the uncleanness of the
children of Israel." Leviticus 16: 16-19.

Until the sanctuary was thus cleansed,
the sins of penitent sinners remained in
the sanctuary in the blood of their sin
offerings, and though the penitent had
been pardoned, the blood record of his
sins remained until the work of atonement
for that year was completed. When the
prescribed atonement had been made on
the Day ofAtonement, for himself, for the
people, for the sanctuary, and for the altar,
the high priest, in his character of media-
tor, and by virtue of the blood of the sin
offering, took the sins upon himself, and
confessed them over the scapegoat for the
purpose of their extinction. See Leviticus
16:6-22.
With this Scriptural teaching the fol-

lowing statement is in entire agreement:
"On the Day of Atonement the high

priest, having taken an offering from the
congregation, went into the most holy
place with the blood of this offering, and
sprinkled it upon the mercy seat, directly
over the law, to make satisfaction for its
claims. Then, in his character of mediator,

he took the sins upon himself and bore
them from the sanctuary. Placing his
hands upon the head of the scapegoat, he
confessed over him all these sins, thus in
figure transferring them from himself to
the goat. The goat then bore them away,
and they were regarded as forever sepa-
rated from the people." The Great Calltro-
versy, 420. 0

Editor's comments:

I An example is the story of the paralytic. Sec 71w
ofAt:es. 267-271.

1 Sec the Scvel1lh-dll)' Bible Commel/wry.
vol. 7. 916.

1 We understand this statement not to menn that the
cleansing of the heart is fully complete at eonver-

It means that at any given point in the true
believer's life the I-Ioly Spilil fully ckanses Ihe
hean of all disobedil:nec which He has revca1t:d to
the believer anel which has subsequently been
repcnled of :md turned away from. Inspiration
clearly teaches that day by day the Holy Spirit is
revealing to us new wcaknessl:s and faulls which.
by His grucc. we arc to overcome, See J'lte Spirit (1
Prophecy. vol. 4. 186; Testimollies, vol. 1. [87;
Gospel Worker.I·, 162: The U,Mon! UJOk. 267;
Te.flimonies. vol. 3.542.
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commandments of God, how far shari we
come of lovi ng our neighbors as our-
selves.

When the rich young ruler carne to
Christ, inquiring the way of salvation, Jesus
told him to keep the commandments. The
ruler answered that he had kept them from
his youth up, but He who could penetrate
into the secrets of the heart. showed him
that he had failed. Jesus said to him: "If
thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou
hast, and give to the poor, and thou
have treasure in heaven: and come and
follow me. But when the young man heard
that saying. he went away sorrowful; for he
had great possessions." Matthew 19:21-22.

Conviction of sin is the first step in
conversion. and by the law is the knowledge
of sin. When the sinner has a reali7..ation of
his sin, he is in a condition to be drown to
Christ by the amazing love that has been
shown for him on the cross ofCalvary. When
he is humble and penitent, he does not look
for pardon to the law whieh he has broken.
but he looks to God. who has provided
forgiveness and sanctification through His
well-beloved Son. As he beholds the Lamb
of God, which taketh away the sins of the
world, he grows to love Him, and by behold-
ing he becomes changed into His image. The
apostle wrote, "Let this mind be in you,

What Shall I Do
to

Inherit Eternal Life?

AND, behold, a eertain lawyer
slood up. and tempLed him, say-
ing, Master, what shall I do to

inherit eternal life? He said unto him,
What is written in the law? how readesl
thou? And he answering said. Thou shah
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy
strength, and with all thy mind; and thy
neighbor as thyself. And he said unto him,
Thou hast answered right: this do, and
thou shalt live. But he, willing to justify
himself. said unto Jesus. And who is my
neighbor? And Jesus answering said, A
certain man went down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, and fell among thieves, which
stripped him of his raiment, and wounded
him, and departed, leaving him half dead.
And by chance there came down a certain
priest that way: and when he saw him, he
passed by on the other side. And likewise
a Levitc, when he was at the place, came
and looked on him, and passed by on the
other side. But a cert.:.'\in Samarium, as he
journeyed, came where he was: and when
he saw him, he had compassion on him, and
went to him, and bound up his wounds,
pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his
own beast, and brought him to an inn, and
took care of him." Luke 10:25-34.
The scribes and Pharisees trusted in

themselves that they were righteous, and
despised others. They looked with con-
tempt upon the Samaritans, and Jesus
related this parable to show them that it is
the spirit of the man that makes him of
value with God, and not his nation or
profession. The priest and Levite had
passed by the man who was in need of
their help, and had left him to die by the
wayside; but the Samaritan had had com-
passion upon him, and had acted the part
of a Christian neighbor to him. It would
not have been besl to present this lesson to
the haughty priests except in a parable, yet
in this parable Jesus made it evident that
they had only a religion of ceremonies.
They rested in outward observances of the
law, but did not keep it in heart. The

Seriptures declare that ·'by the deeds of
the law shall no flesh be justified in his
sight; for by the law is the knowledge of
sin." Romans 3:20. In the gospel the great
standard of righteousness is not presented
in a dimmer light than in the Old Testa-
ment. Christ declared that not one jot or
tittle of the law should pass until heaven
and earth should pass. See Matthew 5: 18.
The divine Teacher held up the perfect
standard of righteousness as the only
thing by which to test human character.
The law reveals to men the deformity of
the heart, and the gospel enforces the law
by presenting Christ in contrast to man.

In the parable of the good Samaritan,
Jesus gave a picture of Himself and His
mission. Man had been deceived, bruised,
robbed, and ruined by Satan, and left to
perish; but Christ had compassion on our
helpless condition. He left His glory to
corne to our rescue. He found us ready 10
die, and He undertook our case. He healed
our wounds. He opened to us a refuge of
safety, made complete provision for our
needs at His own charges. He died to
redeem us. We are to look to Christ's life,
we are to see His Spirit and work. that we
may view our life and work in the light
reflected from the life of Christ. We may
see how far short we come of keeping the

Ellen G. White 1=======:=
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But faith must have foundation, and those
who preach that all we must do is to

believe, do not themselves know what
constitutes true faith.

which was also in Christ Jesus." Philippians
2:5. The meek and holy Sufferer bore our
sins, that the plan of salvation might be
opened before men, that whosoever should
believe on Him might not perish, but have
everlasting lile.

All who see their own ignorance and
sin, will have some appreciation of the
great work of redemption, through which
man is chosen as the object of God's
patience and lovingkindness. As man sees
the sinfulness of his nmure in the light of
the law, he will realize his great need of a
Saviour. We all need to search thc Scrip-
tures, that we may become acquainted
with the conditions of salvation. by which
reconciliation may be brought about be·
tween man and God. Man must find the
path that leads back to the Father's house,
and every step away from transgression is
a step toward Paradisc. Every step in
repentance, contrition, obedience, and
faith, is a step toward the Father. True
faith in Christ will lead to obedience to
the requirements of God.

There are many who say. "Believe,
believe; all you have to do is !O believe:'
But faith must have foundation, nnd those
who preach that all we must do is !O
believe, do not themselves know what
cOllstitutl:s true faith. They clo not carefully
search the Scriptures to know on whal
ground faith should rest. The advocating of
faith, and the disparaging of the keeping of
the commandments of God, is only another
phase of the controvcrsy originatcd by
Sawn in heavcn. Indiffercnce to the pre-
cepts of the law lowers the conception of
what constillltes righteousness; and one
who opposcs the law at this time, places
himself in a morc perilous position than that
in which Adam and Eve were when they
disobeyed God's commandments. for they
afterward repented of their sin, and turned
away from their <.IIIegi<.lnce to his enemy.

After Satan brought sin into the world,
he tempted man to set himself in rebellion
against the authority of God. He inspircd
him with hatred against God because of the
results that followed sin. He suggested that
God was arbitrary, destitute of mercy and
benevolence, because the penalty of the law
fell upon the transgressor. When fallen man
views God in this light. he casts aside His
authority as a moral governor. Goo has a
right to enforce the penalty of the law upon
transgressors, for law without a penalty
would be without force. God's law is the
foundation of all law and government. The
fact that Christ suffercd the penalty of thc
law for all transgrcssors. is an unanswer·
able argument as to its immutable charac-
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tel', and it will juslly condemn those who
have sought to make it void. When the
curse fell upon the beloved Son of God,
who became sin for us, the Father made it
manifest that the unrepenling transgressor
of His law would have to suffer its full
penalty. 11,e Word of God declares, ''The
soul that sinneth, it shall die." Ezekiel 18:4.
The lawaI' God W'lS upheld and vindicated
by the Son of God. 11,e death of Christ, as
an expiatory sacri fice, opens a way
whereby the sinner may be pardoned. and
turn from the path of transgression into the
path of truth and righteousness, while at the
same timc it vindicates the honor and

unchangeableness of the law. In the plan of
salvation, justice and mercy clasp hands
together.

The sinner will tind no saving quality in
law; he must look to the Surety and Substi·
tute, for it is the blood of Christ thal
cleallseth from all sin. The repenting prodi-
gal is taken into fellowship with God, and
he becomes one with Christ. as Christ is
one with the Father. The obedient children
of God recognize the law as a divine law,
thc sacrifice on Calvary as a divine sacri-
lice, and the Holy Spirit as their divine
Sanctifier. All the orthe law are mel
in Jesus. In Him we have a perfect founda-
tion for our bith. The Son of God did nol
die that man might always remain a trans-
gressor; for Christ is not a minister of sin.
He died that by that act man might no
longer remain a rebel against Goo's law. He
died to point men to the way of faith and
obedience, that they might see to the end of
that which is abolished. When sinners have
a view of the plan of salvation, there is no
more disposition to cavil concerning the
law; for the way of truth and light is open to
their understanding. TIley see that "Whoso-
ever committelh sin transgresseth also the
law: for sin is the transgression of Ihe law."
I John 3:4. In the light of the law the sinner
is convicted as was Paul.

Christ revealed Himself to Paul in a
Oood of glory, and he was struck down
helpless before Him. He asked, "Who an

thall, Lord?" and the Lord answered, "I am
Jesus, whom thou persecutest." Acts 9:5.
Paul then inquired, "What will thou have
me 10 do?'" Verse 6. When Christ is revealed
to the soul. the sinner's relation to the law is
made plain. lllere must be repentance Io-
waI'd God for the transgression of His law.
and toward our Lord Jesus Christ as
the sinner's Substitute. The convicted sin-
ner sees his bruised. demoralized condition.
feels his need of a physician. sees Christ as
his only hope. and lays hold of Him by
f:lith. He is deeply conscious of his sin and
ruin, and seeks the di vine remedy in the
world's Redeemer.

Man is prone to forget God, even whi Ie
claiming to be His servant. When Jesus
swod lip in the synagogue at Nazareth,
announcing Himself to be the Messiah, the
people thought they loved Him. llley were
glad to hear the tidings He brought them as
He read Ihe words of the prophet Isaiah
concerning Himself. saying: "The Spirit of
the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord
hath anointed me to preach good tidings
unto the meek: he hath sent me to bind up
the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to
the captives. and the opening of the prison
to thcm that are bound: to proclaim the
acceptable year oflhe Lord:"saiah 61: 1-2.
Divine light flashed upon their darkened
minds, and their hearts were stirred to
adoration. But when Christ showed them
that they were no more in favor with

than were Ihe Gentiles, who had
had less light and fewer privileges. but who
had walked in all the light they had, and
improved all the opportunities they had
been given, they dragged Him from the
synagogue. and sought to hurl Him from
the brow of the hill.

The multitudes who had been fed by
Christ in Ihc desert place imagined thiltthey
loved Jesus; but when He reproved them,
charging them with caring more for the
bread which perisheth lhan for the bread of
life. they were angry, and many turned
away from Him. TIle rich young ruler came
to Jesus, calling Him master. He had lis-



Jesus died to save His people from their sins,
and redemption in Christ means to cease the

transgression of the law of God, and to be free
from every sin.

•

tened to His wonderful words. he had seen
His wonderful works: but when Christ
showed him that he loved his riches more
than his neighbor, he went away sorrowful.
clinging to his idols. Simon thought he
loved Jesus. but when he found that a poor,
sorrowful. repentant woman was esteemed
more highly than himself, the shallowness
of his love was proved.

Many will see beautiful characteristics
in Christ. and will admire them; but that

love which embraces his entire character.
will never dwell in a heart filled with
self-righteousness, will never dwell in a
heart thm does not realize and abhor its
own sinfulness. Not to hate ourselves in
sin. is not to love Jesus. Not to see our
own deformity, is not to sec the beauty of
Christ; for it is when the heart is fully
aroused to its own state of degradation
that Jesus will be appreciated. The more
humble our views of self, the more ex-
alted will be our views of Christ. and the
more clearly we shall discern the sacred,
spotless character of our Redeemer.

There 3re many who say, "We are holy.
we are sinless." By their words they give
the impression that t.hey think themselves
as good as Jesus, and some have even dared
to assert that they were Christ; but even to
entertain such t.houghts as these is blas-
phemy. Not to see the marked contrasl
between ourselves and Jesus is notlO know
ourselves, and to be ignorant of our Lord.

Jesus died to save His people from
their sins, and redemption in Christ means
to cease the transgression of the law of
God. and to be free from every sin: no
heart that is stirred with enmity against
the law of God. is in harmony with Christ,
who suffered on Calvary, to vindicate and
exalt the law before the universe.

Those who make bold assumptions of
holiness give proof in this that they do not
see themselves in the light of the law; they
are not spiritually enlightened, and they do
not loathe every species of selfishness and
pride. From their sin-stained lips fall the
contradictory utterances: "1 am holy, 1am

sinless. Jesus leaches me that if I keep the
law I am fallen from grace. The law is ,I
yoke of bondage. ,. "nle Lord says, uBlessed
are they that do his commandments, that
they may have right to the tree of life, and
may enter in through the gates int.o the
cily." Revelation 22: 14. We should sludy
the Word of God carefully. Ihat we may
come to right decisions, and act accord-
ingly; for Ihen we shall obey the Word and
be in harmony with God's holy law.

While we are to be in harmony with
God's law, we are not saved by the works
of the law, yet we cannot be saved without
obedience. The law is the standard by
which character is measured. But we Can-
not possibly keep the commandments of
God without the regenerating grace of
Christ. Jesus alone can cleanse us from all
sin. He does not save us by law. neither
will Hc save us in disobedience to law.

Our love to Christ will be in propor-
tion to the depth of our conviction of sin.
and by the law is the knowledge of sin.
But as we see ourselves, let us look away
10 Jesus. who gave Himself for us, that He
might redeem us from all iniquity. By
failh lake hold of the merits of Christ, and
the soul-cleansing blood will be applied.
The more clearly we see the evils and
perils to which we have been exposed, the
more gratcful shall we be for deliverance
through Christ. The gospel of Christ does
not give men license to break the law; for
it was through transgression that the
floodgates of woe werc opened upon our
world. Today sin is the same malignant
thing that it was in the time of Adam. The
gospel does not promise the favor of God
to anyone who in impenitence breaks His
law. The depravity of Ihe human heart, the
guilt of transgrcssion. the ruin of sin. arc
all made plain by the cross where Christ
has made for us a way of cscape.

Self-righteousness is the danger of this
age; it separates the soul from Christ. Those
who trust to their own righteousness cannot
understand how salvation comes through
Christ. They call sin righteousness, and

righteousness sin. "nley have no apprecia-
tion of the evil of transgression. no under-
standing of the terror of the law: for they do
not respect God's moral standard. The rea-
son there are so many spuriolls conversions
in these days, is lhat there is so Iowan
appreciation of the law of God. Instead of
God's standard of righteousness, men have
erected a standard of their own by which to
measure character. TIley see through a glass
darkly, and present false ideas of sanctifica-
tion to the people, thus encouraging ego-
tism, pride. and self-righteousness. The
doctrine of sanctification aJvocated by
many is full of deception, because it is
flattering to the natural heart: but the kind-
est thing that can be preached to the sinner
is the truth of the binding claims of the law
of God. Faith and works must go hand in
hand; for faith without works is dead, being
alone. l1,e prophet declares a truth by
which we may test all doctrine. He says,
"To the law and to t.he testimony. if they
speak not according to this word, it is
because t.here is no light in thcm." Isaiah
8:20. Although elTor abounds in the world.
there is no rcason why men need remain in
deception. The trut.h is plain. and when it is
contrasted with error, its character may be
discerned. All the subjects of God's grace
may understand what is required of them.
By faith we may conform our lives to the
standard or righteousness, because we can
appropriate to oursclves the righteousness
of Christ. In the Word of God the honest
seeker for truth will find the rule for genu-
ine sanctification. The apostle says: ''1l1ere
is therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jcsus, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit. ... For
what the law could not do. in that it was
weak through the flesh, God sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh. and
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled
in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit. For they thai are afler the tlesh do
mind the Ihings of the tlesh; but Ihey that
are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.
For to be carnally minded is death; but 10 be
spiritually minded is life and peace. Be-
cause the carnal mind is enmity against
God: for il is not subjecllo the law ofGod,
neither indeed can be. So Ihen they thai are
in the flesh cannot please God. But ye are
not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that
the Spirit of God dwell in you." Romans
8:1-11.0

The Signs of the Times. July 7, 14,21,
1890
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EXCEPT a corn of wheat fall Lord Jesus, that the life also of
into the ground and die, it Jesus might be made manifest in
abidclh alone: but if it die, it OUf body." You see there is not just

bringeth forth much fruit." John a one-lime reckoning of ourselves
12:24. .lesus often used illustra- dead to sin and selfishness, but a
lions in nature to leach us the way daily Calvary experience, where we
of life. Let me illustrate. Take the agree to bury the Self-life at the
life of the great oak tree. How was beginning of our day. Then there
that oak tree born? In a grave. The The Two Essentl-aIs must be throughout the day a con·
acorn was planted in the ground: a tinuous reckoning of our wills dead
grave was made for it, that the to all that is sinful and selfish. Just
acorn might die. It died and disappeared. life in me has its beginnings and its like the oak tree, we must remain in that
Henceforth it lives and stands rooted in its fulfillment. We can read about it in GaJa- death-la-Self grave experience if we are
grave. If it had a choice and wanted to tians 2:20: .,) am crucified with Christ: to be successful Christians. In every situ-
leave the ground it was buried and rooted nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ ation we must find ourselves saying, as
in, it would surely die. But no, it lives livelh in me: and the life which I now live Christ did, "Not my will, but thine be
hundreds of years growing higher and in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son done." Luke 22:42.
stronger and broader and more beautiful of God." It is through this constant surrender to
in the very grave where it had died. And Death is a solemn thing, an awful God that we are enabled to live the new
all the fruit it bears and all the foliage it thing. In the garden it cost Christ great life, the life of failh. This warfare against
produces year after year, it owes to that agony to die that death. No wonder it is Self, the surrendering of all to the will of
grave in which its roots and life are cast not easy for us. But we must willingly God, and then the continuous yielding of
and kept. consent to find our life every day at all to the will of God throughout the day,

Oh, let us live every day, every hour Calvary. The apostle Paul said, "I die is the first essential. This total surrender
of the day, every moment of the day, daily'" I Corinthians 15:31. We must, in is what it means to live our life rooted in
rooted in Calvary. Let us nol merely order to live the true Christian experience, Calvary. Oh, let us live every hour of the
assent to Calvary, let us not merely speak die to Self every day. It is by faith that we day, rooted in Calvary and by faith say, i
of Calvary but let us enter into a true "reckon ye also yourselves to be dead "To my own will, I will die: to human
Calvary experience. No, we cannot die indeed unto sin, but alive unto God wisdom, and human strength, and to the
for sin; only Christ could do that, but we through Jesus Christ our Lord." Romans world I will die." And now by the grace
can consent to die to sin. We can choose, 6: II. Then, we must by God's grace, of God we can live according to His will
by the powerful grace of God, through a through a living faith consent not to yield and His principles as revealed 10 us in
living faith, to continually say Yes to God ourselves throughout the day to sin and
and No to Self. To my own will, I will selfishness, but instead to yield ourselves lim lioJlllbergeralld his wife, Sail)', o/Res/ora-
die; to human wisdom, and human unto God. This yielding is what is meant tioflln/enw/iollal,live ill Polebridge, Motl/ana,
strength, and to the world I will die; for it by Paul in 2 Corinthians 4: 10, "always alld have dedicated their lives full-rime /0

is in this death to Self, my grave, that His bearing about in the body the dying of the reaching all people with rhe praclical gospel.

IJim Hohnbergerl
[6 Our Firm Foundation Fcbnwry 1994



This true Christian experience is only in virtue
of our full and continuous surrender of Self to

God, and then our connection and utter depend-
ency in Christ for wisdom and strength to live this
new life, even this life of faith.

J

I
I

His Word, His guidelines for our every
thought. word and action.

It is a rule of the Christian life that
only in death is there to be found life. This
death is the meaning of baptism. It sym-
bolizes going down into a watery grave
and then coming up out of lhm grave
cleansed of the old Self-life and now
living a new life altogether by the power
and strength of Jesus our Saviour.

This new life is not (0 be found in
ourselves. It can be found only in a con-
tinual receiving of Jesus Christ. For He
alone has the power to enable us to live
the new life, this life of continual faith.
"But as many as received him, 10 them
gave he power to become the sons of
God." John I: 12. This power is the second
essential; afler death there must be life,
and this life can be found only in a
continuous abiding experience day by
day. hour by hour, in Christ Jesus our Lord
and Saviour. Yes, a total dependency on a
power outside of ourselves, and that
power is Christ. The initial receiving of
Christ is not sufficient. No, there must be
a continuous ongoing receiving of Christ,
who is now our continual Source of
strength and life. John 15:4 says it well:
"Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide
in the vine; no more can ye, except ye
abide in me." Here again, Christ uses
nature to illustrate the true Christian expe-
rience. How long can a branch bear fruit if
it is severed from the vine? It begins to die
immediately.

It is the same with us. If we choose to
think impure thoughts, to give way to
irritations or gossip, or to indulge our
appetites and passions, we cease to abide
in Chris!. And "He that hath not the Son
of God hath not life." I John 5: 12. How
vitally important it is then, that we never
consent to let go of Christ, for it is only as
we abide in Him that we have life,
strength and power to live the new life,
even this life of continual faithl Always
trusting, always yielding to God's will
and way. Always saying Yes to God and
No to Self. It is an attitude of total
dependency at all times and in all places
upon our Saviour, Jesus Christ. And what
does He save us from? Ourselves. From
our sinful, selfish ways. For this reason
He came and lived in our flesh, to show
us how to live. His life was a life of total
dependency on His Father. He said, ··1
can of mine own self do nothing." John
5:30. He also says to us, ··Without me ye
can do nothing." John 15:5. We can live
the true Christian life only if we surren-

der all to Him, and then place our abso-
lute dependency in Him every hour of
every day for the rest of our lives. This
total surrender is what God is waiting for
His people to make.

But friends, most of us have been
trying to live the Christian life without a
fresh and continual receiving of Christ
every day of our life.

We are instructed in Romans 13: 14 to
··put ye on the Lord Jesus Chris!." When
you arose this morning, did you "put ye
on the Lord Jesus Christ"? If not, then you

have not life. You may have membership
in a church, an intellectual knowledge of
spiritual things, an outward compliance, a
verbal assent to truth, but you do not have
life.
"He that hath the Son h3th life."

I John 5:12. To have Christ means that
we abide in Him continually. All our
thoughts, all our words, all our actions
are filtered through Him, before they find
expression. We simply cannot live the
true Christian life without personal con-
tact with Christ every hour of the day,
which is the second essential. It is like <l
trolley car; it has power only as long as it
is connected and continues to remain
connected.

I would like to illustrate these two
essentials from my own experience. 1 was
upstairs at my desk, writing a sermon,
when my oldest son walked in the room
with his arm full of his math books.
"Father, you need to solve a problem,
Mother and the answer book say my
answer is wrong; I say it's right." Here I
was, deep in thought and not wanting to
be disturbed. My flesh wanted to say. "Go
away, not now; solve your own problem. I
don't have time, Can't you see I'm busy?"
Friends, a surrendering all to the will of
God requires a struggle, but there must be
a continuous death to my will and way,
and a continuous holding onto Christ.
What would 1do? Would I consent to say
No to Self and Yes to God? Would I
consent to hold onto Christ and in His

strength, submitting my will instead of
following inclination? I praise God, I
submitted my will to His will. 1 looked up
at my son and said, "Let's have a look at
it." And to my surprise and his elation the
answer book was wrong, probably a mis-
print. This whole situation took only ten
minutes to resolve. I remained in Christ;
my son saw by example what it means 1.0
die to Self and live to Chris!.

This union with Christ by living faith
is enduring. Every other union must per-
ish. True Christians will choose Christ as

First and Last and Best in everything. But
friends, this union will cost us something.
It is a union of utter dependence at all
times and in all places. It is no casual
touch, no off-nnd-on connection. It mllst
be as the branch is to Ihe vine; always
connected, or we will not be enabled to
bear true fruit to His honor and glory_

These two essentials of Death to Self
and Life in Christ are well illustrated
throughout Scripture. Perhaps 2 Corin-
thians 4: II summarizes them best, "For
we which live are always delivered unto
death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of
Jesus might be made manifest in our
mortal flesh." This true Christian experi-
ence is only in virtue of our full and
continuous surrender of Self to God, and
then our connection and utter depend-
ency in Christ for wisdom and strength to
live this new life, even this life of faith.
May God help us see it and enter into it! 0

There is no better
time to share the histori-
cal truths of Adventism
with your church, family,
and friends.
Order 20 or more gift

subscriptions for $7.25
each, and save 50% off
the subscription price.
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and have been ordained to meet and dCJI
with actual crimes resulting from sin.
Their power and authority are there to
restrain violence and the outward mani-
festations of sin such as theft, pillage, rape
and so on, commonly called crime.

However, God has never ordained
ernment to handle matters concerning the
transforming of character or or eradicating
sin from the life. Although governments are
ordained to restrain criminals and to uphold
human rights, it should not be forgotten that
God also restrains the rulers of nations. The
lives of all are in His hands and He sets
limits beyond which they cannot go-cven
though some attempt to do so. And while
there may be many whom Satan controls,

Tom Tumer is a layman alit! retil"(!d schooL
teacher who writes from Coorcwbollg, New
South Wales. Australia.

The
Twa
(With :.lcknowledgments to W.A. Col-

cord', book-HIe Righls orMan)

ETERNAL vigilance is the price of
liberty." Religious liberty is safe
only as a knowledge of its princi-

ples is familiar to the people. Therefore,
to understand these principles it is vital
that we have a good grasp of the nature
ancl bound:.lries of civil government re*
l"crred to in the Scriptures as aCaesar,"
and compare this knowledge with the
principles of the kingdom of God.

All civil government is ordained by
God for the protection of civil rights in the
world :.lnd can, therefore, deal only with
secular maners. It is not given to human
governments to initiate primary rights
such as the right to life. liberty or man's
pursuit of happiness. Basic human rights
such a.s these are and, as such,
are not initiated by governments of men-
so the State can deal with these rights only
as it meets them. Neither is it within the
province of civil governments to enforce
rights-and therefore it has no authority
to compel men to practice or exercise
their rights-they must be left free to do
so or not-as they choose.

The business of civil government is
simply to prOtect mankind in the exercise
and enjoyment of their God-given rights.
However, therc are othcr considerations
which make human governments neces-
sary. Mankind is by nalUre selfish and, as
a result, the entrance of sin into human
a.f'fairs made civil government a necessity.
If there had been no such thing as sin-
would civil government be needed? Of
course not. All that would be needed is the
government of God and the jurisdiction of
God's law. But until sin is eradicated from
the human heart by conversion, mankind
will continue to need thc authority of civil
government with its influences and
straints to compel its citizens to do right,
and the fear of physical punishment to
deter them from doing wrong. When any
man or woman becomes a Christian,

mediately such a person becomes a citizen
of another kingdom, the kingdom of
God-and is controlled by higher motives
than the fear of man and physical deter-
rents. This transformation of the life and
character is referred to as the new birth
and those who experience it are spoken of
as having been "translated into the king-
dom of his dear Son." Colossians I: 13.

Even though we may live in this world
we are said to be not (dthis world but to
have our citizenship in heaven. However,
as long as sin continues to exist in this
world-as long as men and women are by
nature selfish-just so long will civil
ernments be needed and, just think for a
moment, imperfect as they are, the worst
of them is better than anarchy or the
absence of all law, order and government.
Under the existing conditions, therefore,
earthly governments are a vital necessity

--------1 Tom Turner 1"'""--------
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Just as the sword has been put into the handsof civil government, so has the church been
given a sword: "The sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God."

.,

\

we must remember that God has His Jgents
even among rulers and in legislative assem-
blies who play the role He would have them
play. Under the influence of specially COIll-
missioned angels. a few of Goers agenls
will have power 10 hold in check a great
mass of evil. "TIle powers that be are
ordained of God." Romans 13: I. The con-
cept of government, whether that of
heaven. or civil governments of e.:'lrth. is
from God. for God is a God of law and
order. In their God-ordained sphere, there-
fore. all political rulers or civil powers and
officers from the king, president or prime
minister to the ordinary policeman on his
beal. arc commissioned by God and are His
servmlts-scnt by Him to keep the peace. to
protect the God-given rights of the people
and to punish evildoers.

Now. for this reason God has put the
sword of civil justice in Caesar's hand
and, in Romuns 13:4. said: "He beareth
not thc sword in vain: for he is the
minister of God, a revenger to execute
wrath upon him that doeth evil." On the
other hand-or the other side of the coin
that Jesus he lei up-the church exists for
the purpose of saving mankind from sin
und. therefore. with the affairs of state 01'
of civil governmcnt it can of right have
nothing directly to do. It upholds law and
order and as a result of pursuing its natural
and legitimatc work, strengthens the
moral foundations of society.

In Ihis way the church makes the task
of civil govcrnment much lighter, for its
business, directly and specifically, is to
leach the principles of Ihe kingdom of
God and to prepare men and women for
the world to come. The church's weapons
of warfare are not literal or tangible-its
means of warfare arc prayer, persuasion
and Ihe preaching of Ihe Word of God.
The church is not 10 allempt 10 pull up the
tares. but is to allow the lares and the
wheat to grow lOgclher until the great
harvest day-which is the end of the
world. God will deal with the tares Him-
self. "Vengeance is mine: I will repay.
sailh the Lord'" Romans 12: 19.

Just as the sword has been put into the
hands of civil government. so has the
church been given a sword. Ephesians
6:17: uThe sword of the Spirit. which is
Ihe word of God," And in 2 Corinthians
10:4 we read: "For the weapons of our
warfare are not carnal." Nowhere in
Scripture is a literal sword, and authority
to use one. referred to as an appropriate
weapon for the church to usc. Therefore
whenever the church appeals 10 the power
of secular government for help to promote

its work, it asks for something outside the
armor provided for it by God, and
ally says that its own armor is ineffective
for its work, or ndmits that it does not
have its armor on. Had there been no such
thing as sin there would hnve been no one
in need of salvation and. consequenlly. no
church. rnlat is, no church as we know it
looay. As long as there is sin in this world.
and anyone to be saved from sin, the
church will be needed and will have a
work todo.

The church is the pillar and the ground
of trulh and its work is to beseech men to

be reconciled (0 God-not to compel
thcm, Now then, we can readily see thai
the church and the state operate in two
separate and distinct realms. Matthew
22:21: "Render therefore unto Caesar the
things which arc Caesar's: and unto God
the things that arc God's," Therefore, with
that which is God's, Caesar can have
nothing to do. To violatc this principle is
to violJte the clear teaching and meaning
of Jesus. The duties which we owe to
Caesar are civil duties, while the duties
we owe to God are entirely moral or
religious and, according to Christ, civil or
political government can never of right
have anylhing {Q do with religion-with a
man's personal relation of failh and
cnce to God--or with a man's personal
morality. Whal do we mean by morality?
We mean "the relation of conformity or
nonconformity to the true moral standard
rule:' That is-the divine law.

The moral law is defined as "The will
of God as the supreme moral ruler, con-
cerning the character and conduci of all
responsible beings-the rule of action as
obligatory on the conscience of moral
nature."

Now we all know Ihal Ihe Ten Com-
mandments comprise the lawaI' God and
they express the will ofGod-they apply 10
the conscience and take into account the
thoughts and intents of the heart. and
ence to these commandments is the dUly
Ihat man owes to God. "Pear God and keep

his commandments: for this is the whole
duty of man." Ecclesiastes 12: 13. Obedi-
ence to this Jaw is morality since it is the
moral law and, moreover, since it has 10 do
wiLh the thoughts and the intents of the
mind it lies outside the reach and control of
civil government. For example, to hate is
murder; to covel is idolairy. To think im-
purely of a woman is adultery. Now these
are all equally immoral and as such are
transgressions of the moral law: but no civil
governmenI can prescribe nny punishmcnl
for these violations as long as these actions
are restricted to man's thoughts. I repeat.

civil powers cannot touch him. This fact.
therefore, underl ies once more the principle
that with morality (or immorality) the state
can have nothing to do. However, oncc that
man who covets slcals something or the
man who hates someone injures him or he
who lusts after a woman, violates her, then
the State will punish him, but I want you to
see Ihat it does Ilot punish him for his
immorality, but for his incivility. The state
is not ordained to punish immorality, bUI it
is ordained to punish incivilily, Lhal is,
uncivil acts, called crime.

Human or eurthly governments are
usually referred to as civil governments
and never as moral governments. The
government of God is the only moral
government. God is the only moral
nor and the law of God the only moral
law. He alone has the authority and the
right to punish immorality. which is the
transgression of the moral law.

Contrast this view with governmel1ls
of men, which are civil governments.
Governors of men are civil governors and
the laws of states or nations are civil
laws-not moral. Civil governments are
empowered to punish transgressors of
civil laws, but it is not their sphere of
responsibility to punish immoralilY. the
spiritual transgression of the moral law.

The term ·civil'. by definition, means
to a city or slate or to a citizen

in his relations to his or to
the state." 111erefore. civil statutes define
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The church beseeches-she entreats-she
persuades men to be reconciled to God. She

trains them in the principles and the practice of
morality-but she cannot compel them.

crime and deal with crime, but not with sin;
while the divine laws define sin and deal
with sin, but not with crime. Now it is quite
logical that since God is the only moral
Governor and He is the only One who can
punish immorality, it follows that the teach-
ing of morality belongs to Him alone. He
uses His church to promote that morality
throughout the earth. It was to the church
that He said: "Go ye into all the world. and
preach the gospel to every creature." Mark

16: 15. The gospel "is made known to all
nations for the obedience of faith." Romans
16:26.
As far as the gospel is concerned,

there is no obedience but the obedience of
faith-there is no morality but the moral-
ity of faith-therefore to the church, and
not the state, has been committed the task
of teaching morality to the world and of
cultivating that morality among the na-
tions. Civil governments do not have the
necessary credentials to do so for the very
obvious reason that the Spirit of God and
the gospel of Jesus Christ are both essen-
tial to the teaching of morality. Neither of
these has been committed to the state-
only to the church. History records only
too clearly-and painfully- what hap-
pens when civil powers take over the
church's role of teaching morality. Even
though this work has been committed to
the church only, there is one aspect associ-
ated with the teachings of morality that
has not been committed to the church, and
that is the privilege to reward morality or
to punish immorality. The church be-
seeches-she entreats-she persuades
men to be reconciled to God. She trains
them in the principles and the practice of
morality-but she cannot compel them.
She may use moral persuasion or spiritual
censures to preserve the purity and disci-
pline of her members. but the church has
not been granted that power or authority
to reward morality or to punish immoral-
ity. This prerogative is God's alone.

Why? Because, whether it be morality
or immorality, it springs from the secret
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counsels of the heart, and since God alone
can measure either the merit or the guilt
involved in any question of morals, any
man or body of men-secular or spiri-
tual-is wholly disqualified to be in this
arena. In fact, the Inquisition is the inevi-
table logic of any assembly of men at-
tempting to punish immorality. Apart
from God's divine ability to read the
thoughts and the intents of the human
heart, the only other method is to wring

the truth out of a man by methods of
torture-such as an inquisition.

Professor W.T. Harris in commenting
on these roles of church and state makes
the following observations:

"A crime, or breach of injustice, is a
deed of the individual which the state, by its
judicial acts, returns on the individual-the
state furnishes a measure for crime. Now a
sin is a breach of the law of holiness, a lapse
oul of the likeness 10 the divine form and, as
such, it utterly refuses to be measured. Asin
cannot be atoned for by any finite punish-
ment, but only (as revelation teaches) by a
divine act of sacrifice.... It would destroy
the stale to attempt to treat crimes as sins
(and vice versa) and to forgive them in
cases of repentance. It would impose on the
judiciary the business of going behind the
overt act to the ... frame of mind within
the personality. But as long as the thought is
not translated into the act it does not belong
to society but only to the individual and to
God. No human institution can go behind
the overt act and attempt to deal absolutely
with the substance of man's spiritual free-
dom."

The Christian religion, in particular,
lies beyond the province of civil govern-
ment and perHlins solely to the con-
science, resting entirely between the indi-
vidual and God.

George Washington said: <CEvery man
who conducts himself as a good citizen, is
accountable alone to God for his religious
faith, and should be protected in worship-
ing God according to the dictates of his
own conscience."

The state, or civil governmenl, can
never have anything to do with men's
souls-the stale can never have anything
to do with the world to come-it can
never have anything to do with the life to
come or even with the question as to
whether or not there is any life to come.
No state or human government will ever
reach the world to come-nor will any
state ever, in the least degree, be partaker
of the life that is to come. TIle state is of
this world only.

Entirely. It has to do only with the
affairs of this world and with men as they
are in this world. Civil government has to
do only with men's bodies and is 10 see to
it that the lives which men live are civil.
that is, in harmony with civil laws. In
short, the business of civil government is
to deal with the temporal rights and obli-
gations of men as citizens-without any
reference to the question of whether they
are reI igious or not.

A man's religious faith is no part of his
citizenship and no measure of his rights,
and should confer on him no immunities
and impose no restrictions whatever. His
faith is between himself and God, and
civil government has no right to concern
itself with whal he believes. The stale
cannot, in any way. forbid him to be an
atheist or cOlllmand him to be a Christian.
The first four of the Ten Commandments
concern a man's duty to God alone, and
with these, civil government has abso-
lutely nothing whatsoever to do. When a
man surrenders his own personal religious
beliefs to any government he has virtually
surrendered his right to think-in fact. he
surrenders everything and il is impossible
for him to receive an equivalent by way
of compensation. He has surrendered his
very soul. Eternal life depends upon be-
lieving on the Lord Jesus Chris!. and the
man who surrenders his right to believe-
surrenders eternal life.

"With the mind I myself serve the law
of God:' Romans 7:25. So then the man
who surrenders his right to believe-sur-
renders God. Consequently no man, no
association or organization of men, can
ever rightly ask of any man a surrender of
his right to believe in God as he chooses.

Every man has the right, so far as
organizations of men are concerned, to
believe as he pleases and lhat right. so
long as he is a Protest::tnt-so long as he is
a Christian-yes, so long as he is a man
and maintains his individuality and re-
mains a free man, he can never surrender.

Now the question arises: "Are we nO[
to obey the powers that be'!" Yes. we



N o one ever suggests that the majority rule in
religious affairs when he thinks the majority

are not in harmony with his religious views. It is
only when he stands with the masses or with those
in power that a man talks in this way.

are-but only when they are in harmony
with the highest powers that be. God
made His law for all the universe-He
created man-He gives the bounteous

of nature, and holds our breath
and life in His hands. In view of this fact,
He is to be recognized and His law hon-
ored before the great men and the highest
earthly authority. It should not be forgot-
ten here that the "higher powers" are not
the "highest" power. Man's duty to God
takes first place both in order of time and
in degree of obligation to the claims of
civil society.

James Madison put his finger on the
pulse of the maller when he said: "It is an
eternal principle, therefore, that in mallers
of religion no man's right is abridged by
the institution of civil society and that
religion is wholly exempt from its cogni-
Lance:'

Since in religious matters everyone is
responsible to God and everyone is to
give account of himself to God-then in
religious things everyone has the right to
judge for himself what he will believe,

and practice. This principle must
be selr-evident.

Now if everyone hJ.s the right thus to
judge for himself in religion it must also
be evident that he hilS the right to freedom
10 exercise this right, as long as in doing
so he does not infringe upon the equal
rights of others. The one right would be
valueless without the other. Anything.
therefore. which interferes with the free-
dom of the person 10 thus judge and act
for himself in religious matters. is an
unwarranted interference with the inalien-
able rights of man. In addition, Christ
being our Master in all spiritual matters
and we being His servants in these mat-
ters. any attempt on the part of men 1O rule
over men in religious matters is both a
usurpation of Christ's right to control His
own servants ane! an interference with the
servalll's responsibility \0 his Master.

1 Corinthians 7:23. "Ye arc bought
with a price; be not ye the servants of
men." Notice what Psalm 49:7 has to say
concerning men: '"None of them can by
any means redeem his brother, nor give a
ransom for him." Now then, since this
statement is the Word of God and is
unmistakably true, it is a direct usurpation
of the posilion and power of God for men
to deal with their fellowmen as being
responsible to them in religious things. It
is directly contrary to the will of God and
the order of God thot man should be
subject to other mcn in that which pertains
to eternal life. The point is that subjection

in spiritual matters is real worship and
should be rendered only to the Creotor.

Matthew 4: 10 states: "Thou shalt wor-
ship the Lord thy God. and him only shalt
thou serve." No man, therefore, has any
right to dominate another in religious
matters. A man does not even have any
right to dictate to his wife what her reli-
gious faith and practice is to be, or vice
versa. The trouble is that where reason
only should be used, men seek to eompel
the conscience. Sawn's methods in this
matter always tend to one end, to make
men the slaves of men. Anything, there-
fore, which tends to break down man's
sense of personal responsibility to God
and to make him the slave of men belongs
to the mystery or iniquity.

Having said all that. I want to bring
another aspect of religious liberty to your
attention: Rule by majority. The future
order of things, Ihat is. the New World
Order will operate on this principle, and
minority groups will be compelled to give
way to the majority in religion. However,
majority rule is not a principle of univer-
sal and unlimited application; otherwise
how can there be such a thing as individ-
ual rights? There must be some limit of

the right of the majority to rule. Majorities
may have unlimited power, but they do
not possess unlimited rights. The right to
absolute, arbitrary power over the lives,
liberty and conduct of men exists nowhere
in civil society-not even in the largest
majority. The majority does have a right
to rule in those matters concerning which
they have a God-given civil right to legis-
late, but not otherwise.

The true principle of civil government
recognizes in the majority no authority over
the minority except in civil affairs, that is,
in matters relating to the conduct of men
toward their fellowmen. As stated before,
the state being a civil or political institution
has no right to legislate in religious matters.
It should recognize in every one the right to
choose his own religion and to enjoy it
freely without molestation.

The proper object of government is 10
protect all persons in the enjoyment of
their rights-both civil and religious and
not to determine for any what their reli-
gious faith and practice shall be. In mat-
ters of conscience therefore, the majority
can, of right, have no power. Rei igious or
God-given rights are not a question of
majorities against minorities, for, if the
conscience of the majority is to be Ihe
standard, then there can be no such princi-
pic as the rights of conscience.

Remember the conscience of a single
person is as sacred as the conscience of an
eIllire community, and it is the duty of
civil government to protect the person in
the exercise of his rights, even if it has to
callout the entire Defense Force to do so.
Majority rule in religious 1113lters is the
cry of the bigot and the persecutor. No one
ever suggests that the majority rule in
religious affairs when he thinks the major-
ity are not in harmony with his religious
views. It is only when he stands with the
masses or with those in power that a man
talks in this way. But strip him of his
power. place him with the few, give him
an unpopular faith, threaten him with
fines and imprisonment if he does not

eomply, and see how quiekly he will
reject the principle of majority rule in
religion and demand the right of freedom
to worship according to fhe dictates of his
own conscience! However. it is a sad fact
that men do not generally recognil.c this
truth excepl when they are in the minority.

Lord MaCaulay in his essay entitled
"Gladslone on Church and Stme" under-
lined a great truth:

"Have not almost all the governments
in the world always been in the wrong on
religious subjccts?'"

Alexander Campbell in his book enti-
tled Debate with Bishop Purcell. page
295, has this to say about majority rulc in
religion:
'The man who seeks the truth by the

test of sincerity, majority and antiquity
will never find if on earth. This is amply
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,

Bob Bresnahan and Family

A Note ofAppreciation

I n civil affairs the majority of today may bethe minority of tomorrow. Therefore, he who
adopts the principles of majority rule in
religious issues thereby places himself under
the obligation to change his religious views.

Thcre's a Sial' lO guide the humble-
'"Trust in God. and do the righl."

Lct the road be long and dreary,
And its ending out of sight.
Foot it bravely. strong or weary;
"'Trust in God, and do the right.'·

Perish ··policy" and cunning.
Perish all that fears the light-
Whether losi ng, whClhcr winning.
"Trust in God. and do the righl."

Some will hale thee, some will love thee;
Some will flatter, somc will slight:
Cease from man. and look above thee-
Trust in God. and do the right."

Trust no forms of guilty passion-
Fricnds can look like angels bright-
Trust no custom, school, or fashion-
"Trusl in God, and do the right."

Simple rule and safesl guiding,
Inward peace and inward light,
Star upon our path abiding-
"Trust in God, and do the right:' 0

obligation 10 change his religious views
with every wind of change in the political
or national fortunes. The pages of history
are replete with examples of those who
have followed this expediency. In doing
so a man gives up his rights. He, in fact.
sells his soul.

Now, friends, a crisis awaits the world,
a crisis awaits the people of God. The
most momentous struggle of all the ages
is jusl before us. But God will not forsake
His people in the hour of the trial. The
God of liberty is not dead and His pur-

Courage. brother. do nol stumble.
Though thy path be dark as night:

poses will not be defeated. Nothing takes
God by surprise. He is prepared for every
cmergency and every trial and His grace
is sufficient for His people. Truth will
finally triumph and those who are loyal
ancl true will gain the victory over every
opposing power. When the kingdoms of
this world will pass away and the
ing kingdom of God is cstablished upon
earth a glorious day will dawn on those
who, in spile of all thc opposi ng powers,
have stood loyal. and true to the God of
heaven and His laws.

My family and I want to thank you from the boltom of our hearts for
the many cards and letters we have received assuring us of your prayers
and Christian love. Your letters have been, and continue to be, a great
source of comfort and encouragement to our family. The thought that so
many faithful saints are praying for me lifts my spirits and tills me with
hope of a full recovery. I believe your prayers in my behalf are being
answered. I am feeling much better now and will soon be able to continue
my work for the Lord. We praise God for His endless love and bountiful
blessings. Thank you for your continued prayers.

true of the present and all past ages. There
are sincere Turks. Jews, pagans and infi-
dels. 1l1ere are many ancient errors, here-
sies Jnd sects. And as for majorities from
Enoch till now they have generally, if not
always. been wrong in religion. \Vhere
was the majority when Noah was building
the ark? When Abraham forsook Ur of the
Chaldees? When Lot abandoned Sodom?
When Moses forsook Egypt? When Elijah
witnessed against Ahab? When Daniel
and his companions were captives in
Babylon? When Malachi wrote? When
the Baptist preached? When Christ was
crucified? When the apostles and many of
the first Christians were persccuted?"

LeI. those ponder this fact who are
constantly insisting that the majority should
rule in religious mutters. This doctrine of
m.tiority rule in religion is the strength of
error, but the weakness of truth.

God Himself says in Exodus 23:2:
"Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do
evil; neither shalt thou speak in a cause to
decline after many lO wrest judgmenr."
The great test by which all beliefs and
doctrines are lO be proved is not the voice
of the majority. or multitude. but the Word
of God.

Isaiah 8:20: 'To the law and LO the
testimony: if they speak not according to
this word. it is because there is no light in
them," If the opinion of the majority
settles what is right in religion then the
pagans should keep to their creed-Prot-
estants should go back to Catholicism-
and Catholicism to the paganism out of
which it came. However. to reason in this
way is unworthy of anyone who loves the
Bible. But such is the logic and such the
practical and inevitable conclusions of the
principle that the majority should rule in
matters of religion. It destroys individual
responsibility and ignores the right of
private judgment-il implies the right to
use force in religion LO coerce the con-
science. It can resull only in religious
persecution or in habils of hypocrisy and
mCi.lnncss.

Moreover. it is utterly inconsislcnt
with the principles of religious liberty and
with the well-attested examples in which
God has vindicated those who utterly
ignored the rule of the majority in reli-
gion. It is also utterly unworthy of anyone
who cherishes his rights and his liberties
or places any real value upon the religion
which he professes. In civil affairs the
majority of today may be the minority of
tomorrow. Therefore. he who adopts the
principles of majority rule in religious
issues thereby places himself under the
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Many souls will come from other
denominational churches, and at the

eleventh hour will obey all the truth, because they
have not set themselves in array against Heaven's
light, but lived up to all the light they had.

When God Takes the Reins
Continued from 7

It is nOt at all unlikely, or Contrary to the
ways and works of God La send light to
His people in unexpected ways," The
Ellen C. While 1888 Malerial.t, 239.

We have been cautioned that many of
us will tend to condemn the latter rain as
fanaticism.

"The baptism or the Holy Ghost as on
the day of Pentecost will lead to a revival
of true religion and to the performance of
many wonderful works. Heavenly intelli-
gences will come among us, and men will
speak as they are moved upon by the Holy
Spirit of God. But should the Lord work
upon men as He did on and after the day
of Pentecost, many who now claim to
believe the truth would know so very liule
of the operation of the Holy Spirit that
they would cry, 'Beware of fanaticism." ,.
Selected Messages. book 2, 57.

We are told that there will be a sancti-
fied ministry and in the final work of
the third angel. We are warned not to
complain of those who seem to talk too
strongly.

"A sanctified and press will
be i.I power in flashing the light of truth on
this untoward generation .... VictOry will
attend the third angel's message. As the
Captain of the Lord's host tOre down the
walls of Jericho, so will the Lord's com-
mandment-keeping people triumph, and
all opposi ng elements be defeated. Let no
soul complain of the of God who
have comc to them with a Heaven-sent
message. Do not any longer pick flaws in
them, 'They are too positive; they
talk too strongly.' They may talk strongly;
but is it not needed? God will make the
ears of the hearers tingle if they will not
heed voice or His message. He will
denounce those who resist the Word of
God." Tesril1lonies to Ministers, 410.

Rather than pass judgment upon the
laborers of God's choosing, ministers are
to pray that God will send forth additional
strong-feeling. determined men.

"Rather than sit in judgment upon men
whom God has accepted to do Him service,
let the burden of their prayer be, night and
day, that the Lord may send forth more
laborers into His viney:lrd. Ministers. do
not dishonor your God and grieve His Holy
Spirit. by casting retlections on the ways
and of the men He would choose.
God knows the character. He sees the
temperament of the men He has chosen. He
knows that none but earnest, tlnn, deter-
mined, strong-feeling men will view this
work in its vital importance, and will put

sueh firmness and decision intO their testi-
monies that they will make a break against
the baniers of Satan" [bid., 412-4 [3.

Eleventh-hour workers will come in
and take the crown of those who have not
appreciated the whole counsel of God.

"But God will not be left without
witness. The one-hour laborers will be
brought in at thc eleventh hour, and will
consecrate their ability and all their cn-
trusted means to advance the work. These

will receive the reward for their faithful-
ness, because they are true to principle,
and shun not their duty to declare the
whole counselor God. When those who
have had abundance of light throw off the
restraint which the Word of God imposes,
and make void His law. others will come
in to fill their place. <Jnd take their crown."
The General Conference Bulletin, January
1,1900.
Those in other denominations living

up to all known light will come in while
light-rejecting Seventh-day Adventists
will leave.

"Many souls will come from other
denominational churches. and at the elev-
enth hour will obey all the truth, because
they have not set themselves in array
against Heaven's light, but lived up to all
the light they had: while those who have
had great light, large privileges and op-
portunities, and have failed to live in the
light and walk in the light, will drop out
by the way. Their light will shine less and
less until their lamps will go out, for the
want of the oil of grace in their vessels
with their lamps." The Ellel/ C. While
/888 Mareria{s, 710.

We are humbled as we contemplate
the latter-rain working of the Lord. He
will finish His work in such a manner that
only He will be glorified.

"There will be an accumulation of
divine agencies to combine with human
effort that there may be the accomplish-
ment of the work for the last time. The
work will most assuredly be cut short in a
most unexpected manner. The wind

bloweth where it listeth, and no one will
be able to say when the movings of God's
Spirit will be realized or what direction or
through whom it will manifest itself. But I
speak not my own words when I say it
will pass by those who have had their test
and opportunity and have not distin-
guished the voice of God or apprcciated
the movings of His Spirit. There will be
thousands converted to the truth in a day.
who at the eleventh hour see and aC-

knowledge the truth and the movements
of the Spirit of God. 'Beho[d, the days
come. saith the Lord, that the plowman
shall overtake the reaper, and the treader
of grapes him that soweth seed.' Amos
9: 13.
'The accessions to the truth will be of

a rapidity which will surprise the church.
God's name alone will be glorified."Ibid ..
755

As in the taking of Jericho the Lord
alone will receive the glory.

"Our Lord is cognizant of the connict
of His people in these last days with the
satanic agencies combined with evil men
who neglect and refuse their great salva-
tion. With the greatest simplicity and can-
dor, our Saviour, the mighty General of
the armies of heaven, does not conceal the
stern contlict which they will experience.
He points out the dangers, He shows us
the plan of the baule, and the hard and
hazardous work to be done, and then lifts
His voice before entering the conflict to
counT the cosr while at the same time He
encourages all to take up the weapons of
their warfare and expect the heavenly host
to compose the armies to war in defense
of truth and righteousness. Men's weak-
ness shall find supernatural strength and
help in every stern contlict to do the deeds
of Omnipotence, and perseverance in
faith and perfect trust in God will ensure
success.

"While the past confederacy of evil is
arrayed against them He bids them to be
brave and strong and tight valiantly for
they have a heaven to win, and they have
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The Captain of the Lord's host planned the
battle in the greatest simplicity, that the

Lord alone should receive the glory and man
should not be exalted.

more than an angel in their ranks, the
mighty General of armies leads on the
armies of heaven. As on the occasion of
the taking of Jericho, not one of the
armies of Israel could boast of exercising
their finite strength to overthrow the walls
of the city, but lhe Caplain of the Lord's
host planned the battle in the greatest

simplicity. that the Lord alone should
recei ve the glory and man should not be
exalted." SOilS alld Daughters of Cod,
202.

Many will change sides in the conflict.
Only those obedient lo the law and to lhe
testimonies arc on Christ's side.

"In vision I saw two armies in terrible
conflict. One army was led by banners
bearing the world's insignia; the other
was led by the bloodslained banner of
Prince Immanuel. Standard after standard
was left to lrail in the dUSl as company
after company from the Lord's army
joined the foe and tribe after tribe from
lhe ranks of lhe enemy uniled with the
commandment-keeping people of God.
An angel flying in lhe midsl of heaven
put the standard of Immanuel into many

Editorial
Continued from 3

His Saviour in a daily relationship of
prayer and study and becomes willing to
be made willing to obey without com-
promise.

"And being made perfecl, he became
the author of eternal salvation unlO all
them that obey him." Hebrews 5:9.

"Know yc not, lhat to whom ye yield
yourselves servants to obey, his servants
ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin
unto death. or of obedience unto right-
eousness?" Romans 6: 16.

"Sanctify them through thy truth: lhy
word is truth." John 17:17.

This is the born·again experience
that gives us entrance into the kingdom.
"Jesus answered and said unto him, Ver-
ily, verily, 1 say unto thee, Except a man
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hands, while a mighty general cried out
with a loud voice: 'Come into line. Let
those who are loyal to the command-
ments of God and lhe testimony of Christ
now take their position.' .. Testimonies,
vol. 8, 41.

Yes, the gospel truth will be preached
into all the world.

"The trulh will be proclaimed in clear.
unmistakable language. As a people we
must prepare the way of lhe Lord under
the overruling guidance of the Holy
Spirit. The gospel is to be given in its
purity. The stream of living water is to
deepen and widen in its course.
Through most wonderful workings of di-
vine providence. mountains of difficulty
will be removed and cast into the sea. The
message that means so much to the dwell-
ers upon the earth will be heard and
underslOod. Men will know what is truth.
Onward and still onward the work will
advance unlil the whole earth shall have
been warned, and then shall the end
come." Ibid., vol. 9, 96.

Dear fellow Seventh-day Adventisl
Laodicean, it is my greatest desire that

be born again, he cannot see the king-
dom of God." John 3:3.

"And I will give them one heart, and
I will put a new spirit within you; and I
will lake lhe stony hean out of lheir
flesh, and will give them an hean of
flesh: That they may walk in my statutes,
and keep mine ordinances, and do them:
and they shall be my people, and I will
be their God:' Ezekiel II: 19-20.

The faith of Jesus is saving faith that
justifies and makes the sinner righteous
and produces a character acceptable to
God and makes him safe to save through
loving obedience to God's law.

"All who would be saved, high or
low, rich or poor, must submit to the
working of this power...

"A profession of faith and the pos-
session of truth in the soul are two

each one of us may fully awaken to how
our largely unacknowledged and largely
unrepented of disobedience (insubordina-
tion, apostasy) to the Lord's directives as
to how to live and to work for Him is
preventing us from putting on the wed-
ding garment of Christ's righteousness-
the right doing of Christ in the lives of the
saints. II is not 100 late to repent of and
turn from our disobedience to the coun-
sels of lhe Lord.

Fifty days after his apostasy by the
denial of His Lord, a fully repentant Peter
experienced the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost. Think what potential
there would be in bringing 10 an end the
immeasurable suffering of present hu-
manity; think what joy it would bring to
Heaven and the unfallen universe if we as
a people would truly acknowledge and
turn from our insubordination to Christ's
rulership in our lives individually and in
the work of the corporate church. Dare we
dream of. dare we pray and labor for a
fi fty-day-apostasy-to- Pentecost experi-
ence? We have no promise that a general
revival and reformalion of God's people
would be followed in fifly days with the
latter rain, but we are told that Christ will
do a great work in a shorl time.

"Great changes are SOOI1 to take place in
our world, and the final movements will be
rapid ones." Testimonies, vol. 9, II.

"My people are to do a sharp, quick
work." Ballie Creek Letters. 49.

"There is to be a rapid and triumphant
spread of the gospeL" Ibid., 57.

May we each one be a loyal member
of Christ's church in that hour, is my
prayer. D

different things. The mere knowledge of
truth is not enough. We may possess this,
but the tenor of our thoughts may not be
changed. The heart must be converted
and sanctified....

"True obedience is the outworking
of a principle within. It springs from the
love of righteousness, the love of the law
of God. The essence of all righteousness
is loyalty to our Redeemer. This will
lead us to do right because it is right-
because right doing is pleasing to God."
Christ's Object Lessons, 97-98.

This is righteousness by faith, saving
faith, which produces true obedience to
all known truth. This is justification and
sanctification by failh. 0

Ron Spear, Editor



To Wrestle, Labor, and Strive

We are to do all that we can do on our
part to fight the good fight of faith. We are
to wrestle, to labor, to strive, to agonize to
enter in at the strait gate. We are to set the
Lord ever before us. With clean hands,
with pure hearts, we are to seek to honor
God in all our ways. Help has been pro-
vided for us in Him who is mighty to save.
The spirit of truth and light will quicken
and renew us by its mysterious workings;
for all our spiritual improvement comes
from God, not from ourselves. The true
worker will have divine power to aid him,
but the idler will not be sustained by the
Spirit of God.

In one way we are thrown upon our
own energies; we are to strive earnestly to
be zealous and to repent, to cleanse our
hands and purify our hearts from every
defilement; we are to reach the highest
standard, believing that God will help us in
our efforts. We must seek if we would find,
and seek in faith; we must knock, that the
door may be opened unto us. The Bible
teaches that everything regarding
tion depends upon our own course of ac-
tion. If we perish, the responsibility will
rest wholly upon ourselves. If provision has
been made, and if we accept God's lenns,
we may lay hold on eternal life. We must
come to Christ in faith, we must be diligent
to make our calling and election sure.

The forgiveness of sin is promised t.o
him who repents and believes; the crown
of life will be the reward of him who is
faithful to the end. We may grow in grace
by improving through the grace we al-
ready have. We are to keep ourselves
unspotted from the world if we would be
found blameless in the day of God. Faith
and works go hand in hand; they act
hannoniously in the work of overcoming.
Works without faith are dead, and faith
without works is dead. Works will never
save us; it is the merit of Christ that will
avail in our behalf. Through faith in Him,
Christ will make all our imperfect efforts
acceptable to God. The faith we are re-
quired to have is not a do-nothing faith;
saving faith is that which works by love
and purifies the soul. He who will lift up
holy hands to God without wrath and
doubting will walk intelligently in the
way of God's commandments.
If we are to have pardon for our sins,

we must first have a realization of what
sin is, that we may repent and bring forth
fruits meet for repentance. We must have
a solid foundation for our faith; it must be
founded on the Word of God, and its

( ,7 ALLel\.. '{94 Jor.. 15:5 )

Faith and Works

WITHOUT faith it is impossible will hear our petitions; but He will not
to please him: for he that bless us in disobedience. If we choose to
cometh to God must believe disobey His commandments, we may cry,

that he is, and that he is a rewarder of "Faith, faith, only have faith," and the
them that diligently seek him" (Hebrews response will come back from the sure
II :6). There are many in the Christian Word of God, "Faith without works is
world who claim that all that is necessary dead" James 2:20. Such faith will only be
to salvation is to have faith; works are as sounding brass and as a tinkling cym-
nothing, faith is the only essential. But bal. In order to have the benefits of God's
God's Word tells us that faith without grace we must do our part; we must
works is dead, being alone. Many refuse faithfully work and bring forth fruits meet
to obey God's commandments, yet they for repentance.
make a great deal of faith. But faith must We are workers together with God.
have a foundation. You are not to sit in indolence, waiting for

God's promises are all made upon some great occasion, in order to do a great
conditions. [f we do His will, if we walk work for the Master. You are not to neg-
in truth, then we may ask what we will, lect the duty that lies directly in your
and it shall be done unto us. While we pathway, but you are to improve the little
earnestly endeavor to be obedient, God opportunities that open around you. .
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results will be seen in obedience to God's
expressed will. Says the apostle, "Without
... [holiness! no man shall see the Lord"
Hebrews 12: 14.

Faith and works will keep us evenly
balanced and make us successful in the
work of perfecting Christian character.
Jesus says, "Not everyone that saith unto
me, Lord. Lord. shall entcr in the kingdom
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Father which is in heaven" Matthew 7:21.
Speaking of temporal food, the apostle
said, "For even when we were with you,
this we commanded yOll, that ifany would
nOt work, neither should he eat. 2
lonians 3: IO. The same rule applies to our
spiritual nourishment: if any would have
the brc'ld of eternal life, let him make
efforts to obtain it.

We are living in an important and
interesting period of this e::mh's history.
We need more faith than we have yet had;
we need a firmer hold from above. Satan

is working with all power to obtain the
victory over us, for he knows that he has
but a short time in which to work. Paul
had fear and trembling in working out his
salvation: and should not we fear lest a
promise being left us, we should any of us
seem to come short of it, and prove
ourselves unworthy of eternal life? We
should watch unto prayer. strive with
agonizing effort to enter in at the strait
gate.

Jesus Makes Up for Our Deficiency

There is no excuse for sin or for
indolence. Jesus has led the way, and He
wishes us to follow in His steps. He has
suffered, He has sacrificed as none of liS
can. that He might bring salvation within
our reach. We need not be discouraged.
Jesus came to our world to bring divine
power to man, that through His grace, we
might be transformed into His likeness.

When it is in the heart to obey God,
when efforts are put forth to this end,
Jesus accepts this disposition and effort as
man's best service, and He makes up for
the deficiency with His own divine merit.
But He will not accept those who claim to
have faith in Him and yet are disloyal to
His Father's commandment. We hear a
greal deal about faith, but we need to hear
a great deal more about works. Many are
deceiving their own souls by living an

accommodating, crossless re-
ligion.

But Jesus says, "If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself, und lake
up his cross, and follow me:' Matthew
16:24.0

Morning talk at Basel. Switzerland, Sep-
tember 17, 1885. Published in Sigm Of
the Times, June 16, 1890.

What Is the Church?
Mil-1}.- 1talJ.t?'1lllllL -
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Questions'?
Ray DeCarlo answers all these questions and more
in a seven- part video presentation.

Order this timely 7- part series on video for only $30
per set. Audio tapes are also available for $14 per set.
Please add 10% shipping and handling. Washington residents add 7.6% sales tax.
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..
I have subscribed to your magazine

Our Firm FOUI/datioll for several years
and must say I apprecimc every number. I
just lack three months of reaching my
hundredth birthday.

I worked for the denomination in
many different positions many years of
my life and finally had to leave denomina-
tional employment because of old age and
physical disability.

The leaders of our beloved church
have brought so many new and strange
teachings into the church that it is not the
same church that l was baptized into
almost 90 years ago.

I have known many of the old-lime
leaders: A.G. Daniells. G.1. Buller, and
many others. I stood across the street and
watched the old Battle Creek Sanitarium
go up in flumes. Then a few weeks later I
w:lIchcd the Review and Herald building
burn. The fire fighters practically emptied
a small lake on those two tires, and an old
minister standing near me said. "They just
as well spit on it."

I could write a large book on my
experiences in the Adventist church. I
have attended church from the Panama
Canal to Circle City. Alaska.

I want you to send me the book Issues
Clarified. Keep up the good work and
don't be intimidated by threats against
you and your work.
-RW, Missouri

I am 77 years young and in good
health. I just wrote to the president of the
Washington Conference 10 encourage
consensus seeking, as Maxwell suggests.
and have just ordered Issues Clarified.

Thank you for your Open Lener,
Earth's Final Warning. newsletters, and
the Bob Bresnahan Update. Do take heart.
and refuse to separate!
- TM. Georgia

I have sent a letter (Q the president of
the Washington Conference protesting the
recommendation that they have made. I
appreciate very much having received the

copy of "An Open Lener," and was espe-
cially heartened by Dr. Maxwell's lener. It
is comforting to know that some of our
theologians arc still true to the message
and willing to stand up for it.

I plan to give a copy of the Open Leuer
to each of my fellow elders in our local
church as well as to each member of my
SDA family.
-DC, New Mexico

Please renew my subscription to Our
Firm Foundation. ( let it lapse I 1/2 years
ago and have missed it greatly. I feel that
your magazine is informative and Christ-
centered. I have never felt that you have
been negative or unfairly or overly critical
of our denomination. My heart is sad-
dened by the recent letter I read from the
Washington Conference to Ron Spear.
What a mistake some of our leaders are
making! I encourage you to continue as
you havc. I believe God has led you and I
will pray for you and our leaders.
-DU, Oklahoma

I wal1l to thank all of you for your
God-appointed job. I am a Seventh-day
Adventist and my husband is a Jehovah's
Witness. He has a progressive disease and
is a quadriplegic. He asked me to read my
Firm Foundation to him. He has learned
about the Sabbath and the true mark of the
beast. I read the last issue to him from
cover to cover. We both love them so
much. It has helped us in our spiritual
lives together. Please continue to send all
you can to me.
-EM. Tcxas

My wife and I would like to take this
opportunity to lhank you for the many
years that your ministry has positively
influenced our spiritual lives. We were
sent the very first issue of Our Firm
Foundation and have been subscribers
ever since. However. it is just the last few
issues of your magazine that prompt this
letter. They have been beacons of light to
help us sort out the many winds of doc-

trine that have blown our way this year.
Our family has followed the --

camp meeting circuit this summer on
satellite television. For the most part. we
have enjoyed their message; however.
several things have caught our attention
that caused us to be concerned.

Last night I thought it timely to read the
"Running Ahead of the Lord" article in the
November issue to my wife and mother-in-
law who had not already read it. It was
extremely disheanening for us today as we
watched the -- holiday special where
--, in his sermon entitled "Modern Day
Judaizers," refers to this article and accuses
those who believe in both a visible and an
invisible church as false teachers. We have
seen their true colors as to how they have
related to Jim Hohnberger and now to those
at Hope, Hartland, Lightbearers, and others
like Bob Jorgensen who teach something as
innocuous as a visible and invisible church.
Let me say that we have been enlightened.

On page 16 of the November issue
Vernon Sparks refers to a quotation from
COllnsels 10 Writers and Editors, 40. If all
else fails to arouse the sleeping virgins of
His "visible" church, God has promised to
arouse them by permitting the entrance of
heresies. Are we seeing this happen?
-RB. California

I usually don't write much. but I want
to thank you for your article entitled
"Cunningly Devised Fables," part 2,
whieh tells about Larry Wilson's book
The Revelation of Jesus. I received this
book in the mail a while back, and I felt
right away not to read it. Ijust had a funny
feeling about it-almost like the Holy
Spirit was telling me in my mind. So I
never read it. Now I am glad I did not. I
don't have time for that kind of reading.
All I have time for is the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy. I know what to do with
that book-burn it. I read Our Firm Foun-
daTion from cover to cover. and I am fed.
Time is short. Stay faithful; hard limes are
coming soon. May God be with you there.
-PL, Pennsylvania
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Spiritual Restoration
I N the beginning God created the

heavens and the earth and all that
therein is-the plants, the animals,

and in particular, man. But He did not just
create man. He, in His great love, created
man in His own image-in form, feature
and character. See The Great Contra·
versy, 644. And throughout eternity man
would have the ability, through God
working in and through him, to develop
the attributes of God. What an opportu-
nity for man; what condescension on the
part of God!

But man lost all this perfection at the
Fall. Through sin the image of God in
man was almost obliterated, and from that
time onward, uEvil, unrestrained grew
stronger, while the appreciation and de-
sire for good diminished. Men lost the
image of God and received the impress of
the dcmoniacal power by which they were
controlled." Education, 76. Satan, in hi:)
hatred for God, brought about the Fall of
man, and it has been his purpose and work
to continue to destroy God's image in man
and replace it with his own image. See

The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Com-
mentary, ·vol. 1. 1105.

But God has a plan of restoration. And
if we truly understand that plan, it will
help us in our own Christian walk to avoid
many of the pitfalls and winds of doctrine
found in such variety and number in these
last days as Satan seeks to hold us in his
net. We must keep in mind that "the
central theme of the Bible, the theme
about which every other in the whole
book clusters, is the redemption plan, the
restoration in the human soul of the image
of God." Education, 125.

The Godhead, even before the founda-
tions of the earth were placed into position,
devised a plan for the salvation of lost man.
Ellen White tells us, "By sin the image of
God in man has been marred and well nigh
obliterated; it is the work of the gospel to
restore that which has been lost; and we are
to co-operate with the divine agency in this
work." Testimonies. vol. 5, 743. "It was to
restore [the image of God in man] that the
plan of salvation was devised, and a life of
probation was granted to man. To bring him
back to the perfection in which he was first
created is the great object of life-the
object that underlies every other." PO/d-
are/Is and Prophers, 595.

Do you comprehend that? The great
object of life is our res/oration to our
pre-Fall condition. But our God will not
force this result upon us. This fact is clear
from Bible history from the time of the
antediluvians down through the present.
Our choice is involved. And it appears
that only a very few tinally make that
choice in favor of God"s plan. Only eight
passed through the waters of the Flood;
they made a choice to be obedient to
God.

''What [we] need to understand is the
true force of the will. This is the governing
power in the nature of man, the power of
decision. or of choice. Everything depends
on the right action of the will. TIle power of
choice God has given to men: it is theirs to
exercise. You cannot change your heart,
you cannot of yourself give to God its
affections; but you can choose to serve
Him. You can give Him your will; He will
then work in you to will and to do accord-
ing to His good pleasure. Thus your whole
nature will be brought under the control of
the Spirit of Christ; your affections will be
centered upon Him, your thoughts will be
in harmony with Him." Steps 10 Christ, 47.

God will do the work in you if you
will allow Him the opportunity through
submission to Him, but it must be a
day-by-day, moment-by-moment subrnis-

Clark Floyd I
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Tt is through character development that God's
Lmage will be restored. And we are assured in the
Spirit of Prophecy, ''The defaced image of God will
be restored in humanity, and a family of believing
saints will finally inherit the heavenly home."

sian. Even some of the eight who came
through the Flood did not maintain this
surrender of their wills to God. Clearly,
there is no such thing as "once saved-al-
ways saved:' And of course, the majority
of the offspring of these eight people
down through the ages lost their way and
chose to remain on Satan's ground. What
tragedy!

But God has maintained a and
His plan for the restoration of His image in
those who consent and cooperate has re-
mained intact. God has continued in every
generation to woo man and to guide him by
love, while never forcing his will to bring it
into a right relationship with Him. And it
remains true that "Man, who has defaced
the image of Goo in his soul by a corrupt
life, cannot by mere human effort, effect a
radical change in himself. He must accept
the provisions of the gospel; he must be
reconciled to God through obedience to His
law Qlldfaith ill Jesw; Christ. His life from
thenceforth must be governed by a new
principle. Through repentance, faith, alld
good works he may perfect a righteous
character, and claim, through the merits of
Christ, the privileges of the sons of God."
Testimonies, vol. 4, 294. All emphasis sup-
plied.

Did you notice that obedience and
good works, as well as faith and repent-
ance, are part of this whole process of
reconciliation and restoration? God will
work in us if we surrender to Him and
allow Him to do so, to perform His good
works. "All true obedience comes from
the heart. It was heartwork with Christ.
And if we consent. He will so identify
Himself with our thoughts and aims, so
blend our hearts and minds into conform-
ity to His will, that when obeying Him we
shall be but carrying out our own im-
pulses. Thc will, refined and sanctified.
will find its highest delight in doing His
service. When we know God as it is our
privilege to know Him. our life will be a
life of continual obedience. Through an
appreciation of the character of Christ,
through communion with God, sin will
become hateful to us." The Desire of
Ages, 668.

And all this heart work, again, has the
purpose of restoring the image of God in
each of our lives, and through us to
encourage others to submit to God. "He
[God] designed that the principles re-
vealed through His people should be the
means of restoring the moral image of
God in man." Prophets and Kings, 16.

There is a biblical example of physical
restoration that 1wish to share with you to

bring home in a greater sense the need of
spiritual restoration in our lives. After the
Babylonian captivity, there was a return to
Jerusalem. Ellen White speaks of this
return in the following words: "The work
of restoration and reform carried on by the
returned exiles, under the leadership of
Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah, pre-
sents a picture of a work of spiritual
restoration which is to be wrought in the
closing days of this earth's history..

"The spiritual restoration of which the
work carried forward in Nehemiah's day
was a symbol, is outlined in the words of
Isaiah: 'They shall build the old wastes.
they shall raise up the former desolations,
and they shall repair the waste cities.'
'They that shall be of thee shall build the
old waste places: thou shalt raise up the
foundations of many generations; and
thou shalt be called, The repairer of the
breach. The restorer of paths to dwell in.'
Isaiah 61 :4; 58: 12.

"The prophet here describes a people
who, in a time of general departure from
truth and righteousness, are seeking to
restore the principles that are the founda-
tion of the kingdom of God. They are
repairers of a breach that has been made
in God's law-the wall that He has placed
around His chosen ones for their protec-
tion, and obedience to whose precepts of
justice, truth, and purity is to be their
perpetual safeguard.

"In the time of the end every divine
institution is to be restored. God's
remnant people, standing before the world
as reformers, are to show that the law of
God is the foundation of all enduring
reform and that the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment is to stand as a memorial
of creation, a constant reminder of the
power of God. In clear, distinct lines they
are to present the necessity of obedience
to all the preceplS of Ihe Decalogue.
Constrained by the love of Christ, they are
to co-operate with Him in building up the
waste places. They are to be repairers of
the breach, restorers of paths to dwell in."

Prophels and Kings, 677--678; emphasis
supplied.

And why is obedience necessary?
Why do the divine institutions need to be
restored? What is God's purpose? Again,
God is ultimately seeking the restoration
of His image in His people. ''The lost
coin, in the Saviour's parable, though
lying in the dirt and rubbish, was a piece
of silver still. Its owner sought it because
it was of value. So every soul, however

degraded by sin, is in God's sight ac-
counted precious. As the coin bore the
image and superscription of the reigning
power, so man at his creation bore the
image and superscription of God. Though
now marred and dim through the intlu-
ence of sin, the traces of this inscription
remain upon every soul. God desires to
recover that soul and to retrace upon it His
own image in righteousness and holi-
ness." The Ministry ofHealing, 163.

In the same way that the walls, the
temple, and the city were to be restored
physically as the exiles returned from
their Babylonian captivity, God desires to
restore in a spiritual sense, to those that
are His, those qualities which were impor-
tant before the Fall in building the charac-
ter of man. It is through character devel-
opment that God's image will be restored.
And we are assured in the Spirit of Proph-
ecy, ''The defaced image of God will be
restored in humanity, and a family of
believing saints will finally inherit the
heavenly home." The Desire ofAges, 625.

It is important that we understand the
areas in which these spiritual walls need
to be rebuilt.

Diet Reform. "In order to know what
are the best foods, we must study God's
original plan for man's diet. He who
created man and who understands his
needs appointed Adam his food
Grains, fruits, nuts. and vegetables consti-
tute the diet chosen for us by our Creator.
These foods, prepared in as simple and
natural a manner as possible. are the most
healthful and nourishing. They impart a
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By the transforming agency of His grace, the
image of God is reproduced in the disciple;

he becomes a new creature. Love takes the
place of hatred, and the heart receives the
divine similitude.

strength, a power of endurance, and a
vigor of intellect. that are not afforded by
a more complex and stimulating diet."
The Minis/I)' ofHealing, 295-296.

Ellen White was shown "that God is
bringing His people back to His original
design." Counsels on Diel and Foods, 82.
Will we pay auention? Will we truly submit
our wills to God in the area of appetite?
Will we only submit in those areas that do
not cross our likes? Will we go just so far

and no fal1her? Or will we study the books,
such as COllllsels 011 Diet and Foods, and
determine that by the power of Gad we will
follow all of the inspired counsel contained
therein? Temperance is the foundation of
the Christian graces, for "It is impossible
for those who indulge the appetite to attain
to Christian perfection." Testimonies, vol.
2,400.

"Il is of great importance that indi-
vidually we act well our part, and have an
intelligent understanding of what we
should eat and drink. and how we should
live to preserve health. All are being
proved to sec whether they will accept the
principles of health reform or follow a
course of self-indulgence." Review and
Herold, February 10, 1910.

We will have clear minds only as we
return to God's original plan for maintain-
ing the body. Only with clear minds can we
truly understand other aspects of God's
program for restoring His character image
in each of us. OUf growth as God's end-
time people does not stop with eliminating
flesh foods from our diets. God's instruc-
tion as given by His end-time prophet goes
far beyond this recommendation, and here
many historic Seventh-day Adventists fail
to follow all the light we have been given.
For example, there is counsel regarding
overeating, even of wholesome food. There
is counsel about the number of meals a day
which best maintain a healthy body, about
eating between meals and late at night
about foods which cause irritability to the
nerves and stomach and dullness of the
brain, and which bring on disease, such as
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foods rich in fats, sugar, and refined and
spicy foods. Cheese and other dairy prod-
ucts, baking powder, vinegar, coffee, tea,
and many other specific items of diet are
discussed in Counsels on Diet and Foods.
Other important health principles are given,
including the drinking of plenty of pure
water; getting adequate exercise out-of-
doors, and rest; cleanliness of the home:
purity and simplicity in the life; and trust in
the healing and sustaining power of God as

He works through these laws of healthful
living.

LeL uS as historic Seventh-day Ad-
ventists not experience the same failures
as the IsraeliLes who complained and mur-
mured over God's attempt to bring them
back to a simple diet. See The Seventh-
day Advelllist Bible Commentary, vol. I,
1102, 1112: Testimonies. vol.9. 165: The
Desire of Ages, 824; Testimonies, vol. I,
129. Let us go forward in total faith
trusting fully in God's provision for our
lives.

Christ-centered Bible Study. God
wants La see a restored relationship be-
tween man and the Godhead, in particular
at this time with Jesus. But in order for
this ideal to be reached, we must spend
the time necessary daily studying God's
Word. 'The education to be secured by
searching the Scriptures is an experimen-
tal knowledge of the plan of salvation.
Such an education will restore the image
of God in the soul. It will strengthen and
fortify the mind against temptation, and
fit the learner to become a co-worker with
Christ in His mission of mercy to the
world. It will make him a member of the
heavenly family, and prepare him to share
the inheritance of the saints in light."
Christ s Object Lessons, 42-43.

"By looking constantly to Jesus with
the eye of faith, we shall be strengthened.
God will make the most precious revela-
tions to His hungering, thirsting people.
They will find thaI Christ is a personal
Saviour. As they feed upon His Word.
Lhey find that it is spirit and life. The Word

destroys the natural, earthly nature, and
imparts a new life in Christ Jesus. The
Holy Spirit comes to the soul as a Com·
foner. By the transforming agency of His
grace, the image of God is reproduced in
the disciple; he becomes a new creature.
Love takes the place of hatred, and the
heart receives the divine similitude. This
is what it means to live 'by every word
lhat proceedeth out of the mouth of God.'
This is eating the Bread that comes down
from heaven'" The Desire ofAges, 391.
'The knowledge of God as revealed in

Christ is the knowledge that all who are
saved must have. h is the knowledge that
works transformation of character. This
knowledge, received, will re-create Ihe
soul in the image ofGod. II will impart to
the whole being a spiritual power that is
divine." Testimonies. vol. 8. 289.

Denial of Self and Communication
With God. "Sin has marred the divine
image in man. Through Christ this may be
restored, but it is only through earnest
prayer and the conquest of self that we can
become pat1akers of the divine naLure .

"The true toilers in the Lord's vine-
yard will be men of prayer. of faith. of
self-denial-men who hold in restraint
the natural appetites and pa%iOIlS. These
will in their own lives give evidence of
the power of the truth which they present
to others: and their labors will not be
without clfcct." Co;pel Workers. 80.
'The less you follow natural inclina-

tions, the better it will be for yourself and
for others. ll1e natural inclinations have
been pervet1ed, the natural powers misap-
plied. Satan has brought man into collision
with God. He works continually to destroy
the divine image in man. Therefore we
must place a restraint on our words and
actions:' Messages to Young People. 68.

Brothers and sisters. it must be very
clear by now that God wants to build up the
old wasle places in your lives; He wants to
rebuild the walls. Satan will cominually
seek to destroy all that God wants to do.
The choice is yours. Will )'ou let God
restore His image in you? Will you allow
Him to bring you back to the perfection in
which man was originally created? Will
you allow Him to promote thedevclopmcnt
of body, mind, and soul that the divine
purpose in your creation might be realized?
This is the work of redemption. ll1is is the
great object in your life. May it be brought
to pass as you submit fully and trustingly to
God and allow Him to control your Chris-
tian walk. 0
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Go Ye Into All the World

l'O(Jl StiCk.lllCA";

do His will, il they will strive to impart the light to
those in darkness, He will greatfy bless their el-
10r/s.-Colporteur Ministry, 20.

Entering the homes 01 your neighbors to sell or
to give away our literature, and in humility to teach them the
truth, you wifl be accompanied by the light of heaven, which
will abide in these homes.-Evangelism, 115.

Those who at this time take up the canvassing work with
earnestness and consecration will be grealfy blessed. You
have no time to tose.-Colporteur Ministry, 15.
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The Bible Stud

THIS attractive set of five books from Remnant
Publications is a new (unabridged) printing of the

Conflict of the Ages set-some of the most timely
books that can be shared with your neighbors. Each
set comes shrink-wrapped in a display box, ready to
sell. The cover price for The Bible
Study Companion Set is $39.95.

You may order these books from
Hope International for $20 for a sin-
gle set or $108 for a case of 8 sets
(only $13.50 per set).

Please add 10% shipping. Wash-
ington residents add 7.5% sales tax.

God calfs for workers from every
church among us to enter His service as
canvasser evangelists. ... If the members will

•
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EARTH'S FINAL WARNING
The tabloid offers counsel as

to what we should be doing now
to avoid being deceived. It also
contains offers for free Bible
studies. free literature, and an
advertisement for The Grear
Controversy and the Conflicr of
the Ages series.

It is economically priced at
each plus shipping. Intro-

ductory offer: Buy now, while
the first printing lasts. and pay
only each (a 15% savings).
WashingLOn residents add 7.6%
sales tax. Shjppjmr Direct to one
address' 1-10 "'bloids, add 35¢
each; 11+, add II¢ each; 600+,
add 5¢ ea.; 3000+, add 2¢ ea.

Bulk majlimr Send this tab-
loid 10 every address in Ihe
zipcode of your choice for only
the cost of the tabloid plus 10.
per address.
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have been given the
task of warning every

nation, kindred, lOngue, and
people against the end-time
deceptions of Satan. The Earth ,.
Final Warning 16-page tabloid
uses The Great Controversy,
along with the writings of such
contemporary authors as
Malachi Martin. to reveal what is
just before us.

The tabloid presenls Ihe
currently developing New
World Order and shows how
America will cause the whole
world to accept Ihe spiritual
leadership of the Papacy and to
eventually receive the mark of
Ihe beast. The inspired words
of The Great Controversy pre-
sent Satan's taking over the
New World Order and setting
himself upon the throne of Ihe
world.
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You are pondering a Bible
verse when the question comes
up. '"I wonder whal Ellen
White said about this'?" But the
effort of searching, out apassage
from among Ihe dozens of books
in your library would be 100 great
an inlerruption in your study. and
yOU continue to Ihe ne,1 le'1.
None of uS can imagi.ne what pc

r
·

sonnl blessings nre missed when
we pnsS by the Spirit of Prophecy'S
insights intO the deep meaning of

Scripture.'Thi.s Bible gives yOU instant ae·
ceSS 10 Ihe added light of the Spiril of
Prophecy. Prominent comments are
printed at the bollom of each page.
And a marginal reference guides YOU
direclly 10 other statements made in
Sister White's books. Nothing could be
more convenienl. Anyone equipped
with the Spirit of prophecy Sludy Bible
cnn instantly bring valuable insights to
his or her Bible sludy grOUP or Sabbath

schOol clasS.This new prinling also includes a Bi-
ble concordance and a subject index to Ihe
Ellen G. While comments.Three colors: The Bibles are available
in black, navy, or maroon bonded leather
with gold lettering. Please indicate your
flfs
t
and second chOice of colors when

ordering.

GENESIS 1

Tht First Book
G Mom. Coll'/
ENESIS*

The Study Bibl.-e --NoW yOU can order your
Bible trorn Hope International tor
$89.

95
piuS 10% shipping.WA res

i
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