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I AM amazed at the Adventist pio-
neers' grasp of the everlasting gospel,

justilication, and sanctification. Oh, how
few of our people, even few of OUf
pastors. understand these doctrines that
the pioneers so powerfully presented!
The Scriptures and the Spirit of Prophccy
clearly define these doctrines, and we shall
be without excuse ifwe do not incorporate
these mighty truths into our Christian
experience. Justification and sanctification
are the two great pillars which uphold the
three angels' messages.

"Christ and Ilis righteousness-let this
be our platform, the very life ofour failh.

>'Several have written to me, inquir-
ing if the message of justilication by
taith is the third angel's message, and I
have answered, 'It is the third angel's
message in verity.' " Evangelism, 190.

"1 saw a company who stood well
guarded and linn, giving no countenance to
those who would unsellie the cstablished
failh of the hody. God looked upon them
with approbation. I was shown three
steps-the first, second, and third angels'
messages. Said my accompanying angel,
'Woe to him who shall move a block orstir
a pin or these messages. The true under-
standing or these messages is of vital
importance. The destiny of souls hangs
ufXJn the manner in which they are re-
ceived.' I was again brought down through
these messages, and saw how dearly the
people of God had purchased their experi-
ence. It had been oblained through much
sutTering and severe connie!. God had led
lhem along step by step, until lie had placed
them upon a solid, immovable platform. I
smv individuals approach lhc platfonn and
examine the loundation. Some with rejoic-
ing immediately stepped upon it. Others
commenced to find faull with the founda-
tion. '111CY wished improvements made,
and then the platlorm would be more
perlec!. and the people much happier. Some
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stepped 01T the platlorm to examine it and
declared it to be laid wrong. But I saw that
nearly all stood liml uponlhe platform and
exhorted those who had stepped on· to
cease their complaints; lor God WaS the
Master Builder, and they were lighting
against Him. They recounted the wonderful
work of God, which had led them lO the
!jlTIl platform, and in union l.lised their eyes
to heaven and with a loud voice glorified
God. This alTccted some oflhose who had
complained and left the platform. and they
with humblc look again stepped upon it:'
Ear(v Writings, 258-259.

The three angels' messages arc the
distinctive truths that separale God's peo-
ple, not only from the world but also from
the other denominations. The doctrines of
justification and sanctification that sup-
port the three angels' messages are rooted
and grounded in ti,e Word ofGod.

"'lIere is the patience of the saints:
here are they that keep the command-
ments of God. and the faith of Jesus:'
Revelation 14: 12.
"Therefore being justified by faith.

we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ:' Romans 5: I.

.. For therein is the righteousness of
God revealed from faith to failh: as it is
wrillen, The jusl shall live by "lith."
Romans I: 17.

"Sanctify yourselves therefore, and
be ye holy: for I am the Lord your God.
And ye shall keep my statules, and do

I am the Lord which sanctify
you." Leviticus 20:7-8.

"But of him arc ye in Christ Jesus,
who of God is made unto us wisdom,
and righteousness. and sanctification,
and redemption." I Corinthians 1:30.

"For this is the will ofGod, even your
sanctification, that ye should abstain from
fornication." I Thessalonians 4:3.

.. But we are bound to give thanks
alway to God lor you, brethren beloved of
the Lord, because God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation
through sanctification of the Spirit and
beliefof the trulh." 2 Thessalonians 2: 13.

The failh ofJesus is a gift ofGod that
must be received by the sinner. The

reception of this gift is achieved by the
of our will. Our salvation de-

pends on the right exercise of Our will.
See Steps to Christ. 47.

"There is no genuine sanctilicatioll
except through obedience to the truth.
Those who love God with all the heart
will love all II is commandments also. The
sanctified heart is in hannony with the
precepts of God's law; for they are holy,
just and good. No one who truly loves
and fears God will continue to tnmsgress
the law in any particular. When man
transgresses he is under the condemnation
of the law, and it becomes 10 him a yoke
of bondage. Whatever his profession may
be he is not justified. which means par-
doned. 'The law of the Lord is perfect.
converting the soul.' Psalm 19: 17. Through
obedience comes sanctification of body,
soul, and spirit This sanctification is a
progressive work, and an advance from
one stage of perfection to another." My
Life Todc()'. 250.

"We arc to be brought into a sacred
nearness with the world's Redeemer.
We arc to be one with Christ as lie is one
with the Father. What a wonderful
change the people ofGod experience in
coming into unily with the Son of God'
We to have our tastes, inclinations,
ambitions, and passions all subdued, and
brought into harmony with the mind and
spirit of Christ. This is the very work
that the Lord is willing to do lor those
who believe in Ilim." Ibid., 252.

We need (Q pray lor heavenly discern-
ment that we may understand that there
arc conditions whereupon our salvation
rests. We also need to seck to meet these
conditions by pUlling on the white rclimcnt
orChrist's righteousness as dcmonstl1lted
by our obedience to all known truth. We
need to acquire that I"ith that works by
love and purifies the soul, that our lives
may reflect Christ's Chal1lClcr. We must
recognize that not to receive and partake
of these divine remedies is to reject the
gift of salvation to our eternal loss. Sec
Selected Messages. book 1,366,397.

Ron Spear, Editor
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Two Theological Streams
I N the May 5. 199-1. issue of the Ad-

Ve/1f;.\'! Review, Editor William
presented the cover story

entitled. "Seven Factors Fragmenting the
Church." Of all the points that he made.
perhaps the Illost signilicalll was point
number seven, entitled. "Two Theological
Streams:' Rightly. Elder Johnsson wrote.
"The walcrshi,,;d in Adventist theology
isn'l. as some want to claim. J956. when
the church issued Questions Oil Doctrille.
Not 1956. but 1888 saw the origin of two
distinct theological streams,"

While Elder Johnsson has certainly
gone too far in saying that 1888 actually
saw the origin of these two distinct lheo-
logic<.I1 ,{reams. nevertheless. it is true that
a present misunderstanding or that mcs-

sage is the roOl of two distinct streams
today. It will be recalled that Sister White
supported the message of Christ our right-
eousness as presented by Dr. E. J. Wag-
goner. However. the leadership of the day
overwhelmingly fought (somelimes
lierccly) againstlhis message.

The problem begun while in the years
prior to 1888. dedicated and sincere
and evangelists. noting the fact that the
Protestant churches had rejccted the perpe-
tuity of (he law and the special significance
of the seventh-day Sabbath. preached the
law and the Sabbath with great power.
There is no that Illany people were
convinced by the unchallengeable argu-
mems of Lhe Word of God.

They were not wrong in sharing the

biblical concept of the perpetuity of the
law. Nor were they wrong in turning men
;md women to the great message of lhe
Sabbuth. However. they clearly were not
presellling the message in aJl its fullncss
that God would have His pcople present.

It is plain from the Bible that there is
no saving power in Ihe law. "Therefore
by the deeds of the law there shall 110

Ilesh be justified in his sight: for by the
law the knowledge of sin.. . There-
fore wc conclude thal a man is justified
by faith without the deeds of the law."
Romans 3:20.28. "Knowing that a man is
not justified by the works of Lhe law. but
by the faith of Jesus Chris!. evcn we have
believed in Jesus Christ. the.ll we might be
justified by the faith of Christ, and not by
the works or lhe law: for by thc works of
the law shall no Ilesh be justified." Gala-
tians 2: 16. The "deeds" und ··works of the
law" mentioned arc referring to

own good deeds which arc as rillhy
rags. This is not to say that obediencc 10)'
the: law as the result or Christ living His
life of obedience in us is not essential for
s;livalion. Thus we have such
as: "For nOI the hearers of the law arc just
before God. blltthe doers of the law shall
be justified" (Romans 2: 13) and "Ye sec
lhen how thai by worh a man is justified.
and nOI by faith only." Jame=-:, 2:24.

It is possible to arrive at an absolute
knowlcdge or what is sin. and of what ure
its consequenccs. whilc never meeting the
Saviour who alollc has the remedy for sin.
By being thus trained many precious souls
are led into a legalistic of Ihe role
of hUlllan effort in salvation which leads
to failure. discouragemcnt. dcspondcncy.
and evcn neurosis.

It was at the JR88 General Conlcrencc
in Minneapolis. that the oppression of
legalism was dissipated as by a sumlller
hreeze when Elder Waggoncr emphasi/ed
the mighty po\Ver of the uplifted Christ. In
describing this message. Sister White
said: 'This message was to bring more
prominently before lhe world Ihe uplifted
Saviour. the sacrifice for the sins of the
whole world. It presentcd justification
through faith ill the Surety: il il/viled lhe
people fo receil'e fhe rit:hleou.mess of
Christ. which is made manifest i/1 obedi·
el1ce 10 all the cOlllmandments of God..·
Testimonies to Minister,\·. 91-92. All em-
phasis supplied unless otherwise noted.

Waggoner did not preselll a message
designed to diminish the value of the com-
mandmenl"'i. "For we know that the law is
spiritual." 7: 14. It i!oo the law thelt
leads to We know that the law is
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The message of 1888 was a message in
which God's greatest truths were

combined in total harmony and balance. It
combined the ... two key words with its
message of victory through grace.

the very transcript of His
Nevcrthcle:-.s. the law alone has no

power. That power alone is found
in Ihe merits of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.

Many times the servant of the Lord
expressed the problem that necessitated
Waggoner's presentation at the Minnea-
polis conference. 'The faith of has
been overlooked and treated in an indif-
ferent. manner. It has nor occu-
pied the promincllL position in which il
was revealed to John. Faith in Christ as
the sinner's only hope has been largely
left out. not only of the discourses given
but of the religious experience of very
many who claim 10 believe the third an-
gel's message." Selected Messages, book
3. 168, "The third angel's message is the
proclamution or the commandments of
God and the faith of Jesus Christ. The
comm<.lndments of God had been pro-
c1uimcd. but the faith of Jesus Christ hu's
not been proclaimed by Seventh-day Ad-
vcmist:-. <.IS of equal importance. the law
{/ud the gtJ.\pel [.:oillg "lInc! ill "alld. I
cannol find language 10 express Ihis sub-
ject in its rullne:-:s:' Ibid .. 172.

There is no way thm God could have <.I
people ready for the kingdom of heaven
until this glorious message presellLing the
cClllrality of Christ was known. believed,
lived. and preached by Seventh-day Ad-
ventists. Elder Johnsson is absolutely cor-
rect when he says that 1888. not 1956. was
the key to the developmclll of the twO
distinctive theological streams found today
within For hud the great mes-
sage of Christ our rigllleousness been ac-
cepted by God's people. then they never
would have accepted the apostasy pre-
sented in Quesl;OI/.\' on Doctrine in 1956.

The bouk Questions on Doctrine rep-
resented the nalural heart's response or
backlash LO thc powerlessness of legalism.
Of course. there are other
Some. who in dire anguish experience the
repeated failures of their best human ef-
forts, are led to. and even over. the brink
of suicide. Others come to the conclusion
that there is no hope for them. so they may
as well enjoy the pleasures of sin for a
season and accept the eternal conse-
quences that follow. But a significant
number. in their frustration, become cusy
prey to the concept of "sin and live."'
Thus. a rich harvest was reap..::d by thosc
preseming new theology in the
and 80s. Frustrated legalists suddenly had
hope again. Now they believed that they
could be suved without living a life of
victory. But how far this concept is from

the truth or what Christ has done ror us.
and is eagcr to do within us! With its
radiant clarity. the prcsentalion of Paul in
Romans 7 und 8 gives the only uuthentic
Christian answer to man's sin problem.

The predicamem of the man Paul de-
scribes is clear, "For we know that the law
is spiritual: but I :.ltTI carnal. sold under sin."'
Romans 7: 14. He knows. as we know, thaI
a man living a life or carnalily is sold to
elernal destruction. "For lO be carnally
minded is death: but to be spiritually
minded is life and peace:' Romans 8:6.
This man dearly wants the spiritual life. He
is sincere and earnest. and is seemingly

doing all he can to gain victory. But he has
not found the key LO victory. Thus he cries
ouI, "Now then it is nO more I that do it. but
sin (hm dwclleth in me."' Romans 7: 17.

When we contrast this man with the
man in G<.Ilalians 2:20. we :-ce the diner·
ence between a legalisl and a tndy con-
verted man, What a contrast! "11 is not I. but
Chrisl liveth in me."' Conversion is not
10 the law: conversion is to Jc!'-us Christ.
The Galalian experience is the experience
of a man or a woman who has wholly
surrendered his or her life 10 ./esus Christ.

The experience described in Romans
7: 17 is the experience of earnest men and
women who seek outside of the LOtal

of their live.... to live lives or
authenlic Christians. Paul pUiS it clearly in
Romans 7:2-l-25: "0 wrelched man thai I

who shall deliver me from the body
of this death'! I thank God through Jesus
Christ our Lord."' Paul clarities this expe-
rience l"Ul1her: "For the law of the Spirit or
life in Christ Jesus hath madc me free
from the law or sin and death. For what
Ihe law could not do. in lhat it was weak
through the llesh. God sending his own
Son in Ihe likeness or sinful nesh. and for
sin. condemned sin in the That the
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled
in us. who walk not after Ihe nesh. but
after the Spirit." Romans 8:2-4.

Elder Johnsson is again absolutely
correct in stating that "The two streams

Ihat now from 1888 concern weightier
matters than the king of Ihe north. the
'daily: or Armageddon. however, They
reach to our 1110:-.1 bi.l<;ic me ... the one
we are called LO sound in Revelation
l4-the everlasting gospel."

Elder Johnsson is also accurate when
he says... 'What must I do to be saved?'
That is still the question on which Advent-
ists differ:' But it is my studied conviction
that Ihe two slreams that Elder Johnsson
then identilies will both lead to eternal
destruclion. Let me quotc again. "One
stream tends to emphasize Ihe divine side
in salvation without negaling the human

side; the other, Ihe humans side withollt
ncgating thc divine, For one thc key word
is grace: ror the other il is victory:'

The message of 1888 was i.l message
in which God's greatest truths were com-
bined in tOlal harmony and balance. It
combined the above IWO key words wilh
it:-. messugc of victory through grace.
"This i:-. the that must go
throughoul the length and breadth of the
world, It presents the law and Ihc gospel,
binding up the two in a pelfect whole:'
TeslilJlol/ie.\· to Millister.\·, 94. "The soul-
sHving message, thc third Hngel's mes-
sage, is a message th<.ll is to be gi ven to the \
world. The commandments or God and)
the faith or Jesus are hoth imporlaJlf.
immensely important. and must he Mit'en
lI'it/1 equal force and puwer:' Selected
Messages. book 3. 184.

To cmphasi/..e the law and victorious
Christian living while neglecting the role
of divine grace by means of which alone
we call keep the law. incvitably in
legalism and the loss of the hope of
salvation.

On the other hand. to ernpha"ize grace
while down-playing the law orGod leads to
antinomian ism. Now. it true the
antinomians are much happier. genemlly
speaking. than the legalists. for Ihey believe
lhal lhey have the ,L"iSUrJncc of salvation
while they continue in their sins. But tragi.
cally. at the judgment. they. like the legalists
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Grace and victory are intimately linked
together, It is through the grace of Jesus,

and in the power of His gospel that weak, frail,
helpless human beings are able to take hold of
the power of God unto salvation,

arc found wanting and will be denied the
hope or eternal lire. "Not every one that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter inlO
the kingdom of heaven; but he that doe/It
the will of my Fathcr which is in heaven.
Many will say to me in that day. Lord, Lord,
have we nOl prophesied in thy name? and in
thy name have cast out devils? and in thy
name done many wonderful works? And
thcn will I profess unto them, I never knew
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity."
Matthew 7:21-23.

There is absolutely no wa) that we can
keep the commandments of God unless
we have the filith of Jesus. But unfortu-
nately today many are perverting the
grace or Jesus in the SJme way they did in
the days or Jude. ''For there arc certain
men cn:pt in unawares, who were before
of old ordained to this condemnation,
ungodly men, turning the grace of our
God into lasciviousness. and denying the
only Lord God, and our Lord .Iesus
Christ." .Iude 4.

God has given us grace for our justifi-
cation. "That being justified by his grace,
we should be made hcirs according to the
hope oreternallire." Titus 3:7.

God has also given us grace for victo-
rious living. "For the gracc of God that
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all
men, Teaching us that. denying ungodli-
ness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this

present \\orld; Looking for that blessed
hope, and the glorious appearing of the
greal Ood and our Saviour .Jesus Christ;
Who gave himself lor us, that he might
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify
unto himselra peeuliar people. Lealous or
good works," Titus 2:11-14.

There i.... no lensiol1 helll'een grace al1d
viuOfJ' as it seems is implied in I-::Ider
Johnsson's presentation. Grace and vic-
tory arc intimately linked together, It is
through the grace or Jesus. and in the
power or Ilis gospel that weak, lrail,
helpless human beings are able to take
hold of the power orOoel unto salvation.
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Elder Johnsson seems to find some
tension in the thought that the human
nature of Jesus and end-timc perfection
arc linked together by Sevcnth-day Ad-
ventists, Of course they are linked to-
gether! They are vitally linked together.
This fact is plainly stated b) Paul: "ror
what the law could not do. in that it was
weak through the nesh, God sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful nesh,
and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:
That the righteousness of the law might be
fulnlled in us, who walk not after the
Ilesh, but aner the Spirit." Romans 8:3--4.

In another statement Elder Johnsson
seems to have gone well beyond anything
that we can observe among those who
believe that.lesus LOok the lallen nature or
man. He states, "Christ had to be exactly
like us. they argue, in order that we might
overcome sin as he overcame, thus attain-
ing sinless perfection; and until we reach
that state, .Jesus cannOl come hack,"

.Iesus does not have to be exactly like
us; nor was He exactly like us. He was
both the Son of God and the Son or Man
from inception and birth, As to His human
nature we are told:

"'Jesus accepled humanity when the
racc had been weakened by lour thousand
years or sin. Like evelY child or Adam lie
accepted the results of the working of the
great law or heredity. What these results
wcre is shown in the history or llis earthly

ancestors. He came with such a heredity to
share our sorrows and lemptations, and to
give us the cxample ora sinless life." The
Desire ojAges. 49.

"When Adam was assailed by the
tempter, none ofthe eflects orsin were upon
him. I-Ie stood in the strength of perlCcl
manhood, possessing the full vigor of mind
and body, lIe was surrounded with lhe
glories orEden, and was in daily communion
with heavenly beings. It was nOl thus with
Jesus when lie entered the wilderness to cope
"ith Satan. For lour thousand years the race
had been decreasing in physical strength. in
mcnt:ll power, and in mornIworth: and Christ

took upon Ilim the inlirmities or degenerate
humanity. Only thus could He rescue man
from the lowest depths of his degradation,"
Ibid., 117.
"He IChrist] began life, passed

through its experiences, and ended its
record, with a sonclijied hllman H'iII,"
Signs of Ihe Times. OCLOber 29. 1894.
Emphasis supplied.

"He IChrist] could have lallen, but not
for one moment was there in Him an evil
propensity'" The Sel'en/II-doy Adven/isl Bi-
hIe Commel71ary. vol. 5. 1128. While we
are born without a sanctified will. we obtain f
one allhe new birth and through the power
of Jesus Christ "we need not retain one
sinful propensity." The Sevel1llt-day Ad-
ven/iS( Bible CommenllllY, vol. 7A, 943.
Once again. the incarnate Son ofGod is the
cenler ofman's salvation,

Christ "as like us only in thal He took
upon Himselfollf fallen nature. It was not
natural to Ilim, as the Son of Cod, but lie
deigned to aecepl our Jallen nature, a ",et
allested LO by the servant or the Lord on
numbers ofoccasions.

"Notwithstanding that the sins of a
guilty \\orld were laid upon Christ, not-
withstanding the humiliation of taking
upon Himself our fallen nature, the voice
rrom heaven deelared him to be the Son or
the eternal." The Desire of Ages, 112.
Emphasis added. "lie would take man's
fallen nature," Early Wrilings, 150.

"It was in the order or God that Christ
should take upon Ilimseir the form and
natllrc or fallen man." Spir;/Ual Gilis, vol, 4,
115. Thus Paul could eonndemly say, "ror
we have not an high priest which cannot be
touched with the of our
but \vas in all points tempted like we arc,
yet without sin." Ilebrews 4:15. And it is
because of this tact Peter could aflirm "For
even hercunto were yc callcd: because
Christ also suOercd lor LIS, leaving us an
example, that ye should lollow his steps:
Who did no sin. neither was guile found in
hislllouth."ll'eter2:21-22.

It is likely that Elder Johnssoll is con-
fusing the term "sinless perfection" with
·'perfectionism." Sister White refers to pcr-
lectionism in Early Wrilings: "God will not
entrust the care of His precious !lock to men
\\hosc mind and judgment have been weak-
ened by fanner errors that they have cher-
ished. such as so·called perfectionism and
Spiritualism. and who l by their course
while in these errors, have disgraced them-
selves and brought reproach upon the cause
or truth:' Early W,.ilillgs. 101.

In commcnting upon pcrlcctionism.
talking of the fanatical experience ofsol11e



Certainly ... victorious Christian living is a
necessary prerequisite for Christ's return.

"When the character of Christ shall be perfectly
reproduced in His people, then He will come to
claim them as His own."

by Jell' Pippenger
AnVJE.NTISM'S NHV \fIJEW

Wh\' Ihe book

'dI4
is

BeYQlld Belief

and arc, in many churches. the vcry back-
bone of those churches.

I do believe that some ofthosc claiming
to be selr-supporting workers will one day
separate li'OITI the Seventh-day Adventist
Church, will become offshoots and go by
the wayside. But an offshoot always fol-
lows a significant deviation from truth.
Many ofthc vilified sclf-supponing institu-
tions are in the vanguard of upholding the
pillars of the Seventh-day Adventist faith.

I believe it is time to pray earnestly for
both our denominational work and our

self-supporting work, that God will bring
them into a unity of- the truth that sancti-
fies. A keen student of the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy can but believe in the
ultimate triumph of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church.

In the meantime, we are facing a tcniblc
shaking that will sift both ministry and laity.
but will end with all God's laithful people
being united. We do not need to attempt to
pull up the lares.111c angels will do that at the
time of the harvest. They will make no
mistakes. Wc must pray for one another and
work together for the finishing of the gospel
commission and the hastening of the return
of Jesus Christ. I believe when faithful
ministers and faithful laity link hands to-
gether, then we will be right on the very
borders of Cana.:111. May this goal be that of
evel)' tme-hearted Seventh-day Adventist. 0

T illS book concisely delineates the theological founda-
_ tions of Jack Sequeira and the 1888 Message Study

Committce and asks the questions the Study Committee
fails to answer about its theological positions. It brings to
light the original message of 1888, showing how it is still
being resisted, and how this resistance is being disguised in
the most deceptive fomlto date. This book is a must read for
all Adventists concemed about the many winds of doctrine
now blowing through Adventism. Only USS3.50. Please
add 10% shipping. Washington residents add 7.6% tax.

and denominational '''ark, as is the concept
that God's people will continue to sin until
Jesus comes. It is not a "you and us"
situation as Elder Johnsson appears to pre-
sent it. While it is true in the Western world
that probably most church members do not
believe in victorious Christian living, when
all of the members of the Seventh-day
Adventist Chureh arc included, it is likely
that an overwhelming majority believe in
victorious Christian living.

Elder Johnsson has missed the real
issue. The real issue is truth versus error.

The real issue is righteousness versus
unrighteousness. The truth is that there is
to be found apostasy and worldliness
within self-supporting work, just as there
is within dcnominmional work. Satan has
sought to attack all areas or the Scvcnth-
day Adventist Church.

Elder Johnsson treads a very danger-
ous pathway when he seeks to vilify
faithful, loyal, committed, supportive
Seventh-day Adventists as "rndical dissi-
dents" who arc "anti-authoritarian." It is
plain that Elder Johnsson needs to review
the divine establishment of denomina-
tional work along with self-supporting
work. Self-supponing work is not a di!li:r-
ent denomination; it is not an on·-shoot.
Faithful self-supporting workers unite
with all God's faithful people. They work
unceasingly for God's remnant church

persons shortl\ afler 1844 she elucidates,
'They held that those who are sanctified
cannot sin. And this naturally led to the
belief that the a!lections and dcsires of the
sanctified ones were always right, and
never in danger of leading them into sin.
Armed with these sophistries, they were
practicing the worst sins under the garb of
sanctification. and through their decep-
tive, mesmeric inlluence were gaining a
strange power over some of their associ-
ates, who did not sec the evil of these
apparently beauti ful but seductive theo-
ries." E"r(1' Wrilings, 301.

The concept of character perfection
cncompassses no such claims. God de-
clared Job to be perfect. "And the Lord
said unto Satan. Ilast thou considered my
servant Job, that there is none like him in
the eanh, a perfect and an upright man,
one that feareth God, and eseheweth
evil?" Job 1:8. Yel Job recognized the
abject danger of claiming perleetion. "I 1'1
justify myself, mine own mouth shall
condemn me: if I say, I am perfect. it shall
also prove me perverse. Though I \\ ere
perfect, yet would I not know my soul: I
would despise my life." Job 9:20-21.

Victorious Christian living is a day-
by-day, moment by moment walking with
Jesus. Victory today in nowise guarantees
victory tomorrow. No one denies that one
who has been walking in the perfect ex-
ample of Jesus can vel)' quickly lose that
walk with Christ.

But ir I understand the implications of
Elder Johnsson's statement. he appears to
be questioning whether victorious Christian
living is a nccessHl)' prerequisite lor the
return of Jesus Christ. Certainly in the light
of the Spirit of Prophecy, victorious Chris-
tian living is a necessary prerequisite for
Christ's return. "When the character of
Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in Ilis
people, then He will come to claim them as
Ilis own." Chrisl :,. ObjeCi Lesson.,·, 69.

Alarming though Elder Johnssoll's
statements may be to point. unques-
tionably much more alarming is his con-
clusion. Certainly at Ilartiand Institute we
have nc' cr charged the "oflicial church"
with apostasy because it does not endorse
the fallen nature or Christ. True there is
deep apostasy within our church, and
aposlasy always stems f-i'om doctrinal de-
viation, but in nm·vise can we state that
everyone in the church is apostate.

The dilli:ring views ofthe fallen and the
unfallcn nature of Christ run across both
self-supporting and denominational work-
ers. The concept of victorious Christian
living is also found in both self-supporting
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HEARKEN unto me, my people;
and give ear unto me, a my na-
tion: for a law shall proceed from

mc, and I will make my judgment to rest
for a light of the peoplc. My righteous-
ness is my salvation is gone forth.
and mine am's shall judge the people; the
isles shall wait upon me, and on mine arm
shall they trust. Liti up your eyes to the
heavens, and look upon the earth beneath:
for the heavens shall vanish away like
smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a
garment, and they that dwell therein shall
die in like manner: but my salvation shall
be for ever, and my righteousness [which
is lIis holy law, the transcript of His
characterJ shall not be abolished. lIearken
unto me, yc that know righteousness, the
people in whose heart is my law; fear ye
not the reproach of men. neither be ye
afraid of their revilings. For the moth shall
cat them up like a garment. and the \\orm
shall eat them like wool: but my righteous-
ness shall be for ever, and my salvation
from generation to generation." Isaiah
51 :4-8. The whole of the fifty-first chapter
of Isaiah is worthy of close, earnest study.
and we would do well to commit it to
memory. It has a special application to those
who arc living in the last days.

"And nO'\'. 0 ye priests. this com-
mandment is for you. Ifye will not hear,
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and if ye will not lay it to heart, to give
glory unto my name. saith the Lord of
hosts. I will even send a curse upon you,
and I will curse your blessings: yea, I have
cursed them already, because yc do not
lay it to heart." Malachi 2: 1-2. "The Lord
spake unto Moses. saying, Speak unto all
the congregation of the children oflsmcl.
and say unto them, Ye shall be holy: lor I
the Lord your God am holy.... Turn ye
not unto idols. .. I am the Lord your
God." Leviticus 19: I 2,4.

The Lord requires of all who claim to
be Ilis people far more than they give
lIim. lie demands that all who claim to
believe on Christ shall reveal to the world,
in their lives. that Christianit) which was
exemplified in !lis lire and chmacter. If
the Word or God is enshrined in their
hearts. the) will make manifest the pOVo.'cr
and purity ofthe gospel. A practical e,am-
pie of the power of the gospel in the daily
life is of Illlich more value to the world
than serlllons or professions or godliness
that are not accompanied by good works.
Let all \\ ho name the name of Christ
remember that. individual I), they arc
making an impression. lavorablc or unfa-
vorable to Bible religion, on the minds or
all with whom they come in contact.

Christ declared: "Thou shalt lQ\e the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and \\ ith

IEllen G. White I

all thy soul, and" ith all thy strength, and
\\ ith all thy mind.... This do, and thou
shalt live." Luke 10:2728. fhis com-
mandment, which lie gave when en-
shrouded in the pillar of cloud by day and
the pillar of lire by night, He again \;;lyS
down as condition of etcmal life.

In Leviticus 19 arc recorded words
given by Christ to Moses to speak to the
children of Israel. Read what the people of
God in ancient times were commanded to
do, and what not to do: for these are the
principles containcd in the royal law: "Ye
shall do no unrightcollsness in judgment:
thou shalt not respect the person of the
poor. nor hOl1our thc person ofthe mighty:
but in righteousness shalt thou judge thy
neighbour." Vcrse 15. Personal prcfer-
ences and partiality arc not to appear in
the lire-practice orthe Christian.

"Thou shalt not avcnge. nor hear any
grudge against the children or thy people,
but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy-
self: I am the Lord."' Verse 18. "The
stranger that dwclleth with you shall be
unto you as onc born among you, and thou
shalt love him as th)self; tor )'e were
strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the
Lord your God. Ye shall do no un-
righteousness in judgment, in meteyard,
in weight, or in measure. Just balances,
just weights. a just ephah, and a just hin,



H ere faithful dealing with the sins of those
who claim to be children ofGod is enjoined.

Be they men in the most humble condition, or
men entrusted with power and responsibility, no
partiality is to be shown to those in the wrong.

shall ye have: I am the Lord your God,
which brought you out of the land of
Egypt. Therefore shall ye observe all my
statutes, and all my judgments, and do
them: I am the Lord." Verses 34-37.
"SanctitY yourselves therefore, and be ye
holy: for I am the Lord your God. And ye
shall keep my statutes, and do them: 1am
the Lord which sanctify you." Leviticus
20:7-8. "And ye shall be holy unto me:
for I the Lord am holy, and have severed
you from other people, that ye should be
mine." Verse 26. "Ye shall observe to do
therefore as the Lord your God hath com-
manded you: ye shall not tum aside to the
right hand or to the left. Ye shall walk in
all the ways which the Lord your God
hath commanded you, that ye may live,
and that it may be well with you, and that
ye may prolong your days in the land
which ye shall possess." Deuteronomy
5:32-33.

Here is shown the work of the minis-
ter of righteousness: "The law of truth
was in his mouth, and iniquity was not
found in his lips: he walked with me in
peace and equity, and did turn many
away from iniquity. For the priest's lips
should keep knowlcdge, and they should
seek the law at his mouth: for he is the
messenger of the Lord of hosts." Malachi
2:6-7. But a solemn charge is made by
the God of Israel: "Ye are departed out of
the way; ye have caused many to stumble
at the law; ye have corrupted the cove-
nant of Levi, saith the Lord of hOS1S.
Therefore have I also made you con-
temptible and base before all the people,
according as ye have not kept my ways,
but have been partial in the law. Have we
not all one father? hath not one God
crealed us? why do we deal treacherously
every man against his brother. by profan-
ing the covenant of our fathers? Judah
hath dealt treacherously, and an abomina-
tion is committed in Israel and in Jerusa-
lem; for Judah hath profaned the holiness
of the Lord which he loved. and hath
married the daughter of a strange god.
The Lord will cut orr the man that doeth
this, the master and the scholar. out of the
tabernacles of Jacob, and him that of-
ferelh an offering unto the Lord of hosts.
And this have ye done again, covering
the altar of the Lord wilh tears, with
weeping, and with crying out, insomuch
thai he regardeth not the ofTering any
more, or reccivcth it with good will at
your hand.... Ye have wearied the Lord
with your words. Yet ye say, Wherein
have we wearied him? When ye say,
Everyone that doeth evil is good in the

sight of the Lord, and he delightelh in
them; or, Where is the God of judg-
ment?" Verses 8-17.

The words of the Lord in Malachi
3: 1-3 lay down the work essential to be
done in the church ofGod: "Behold, 1will
send my messenger, and he shall prepare
the way before me: and the Lord, whom
ye seek, shall suddenly come to his tem-
ple, even the messenger of the covenant,
whom ye delight in: behold, he shall
come, saith the Lord of hosts. But who
may abide the day of his coming? and
who shall stand when he appeareth? for he

is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers'
soap: and he shall sit as a refiner and
purilier 01" silver: and he shall purify the
sons 01" Levi, and purge them as gold and
silver, that they may ofler unto the Lord
an offering in rigllleousncss." A message
which is as a two-edged sword must be
given to the people, to clear away the evils
that are seen among them. A living testi-
mony that will awaken the paralyzed con-
science is to be borne.

"And 1 will come near to you to
judgment; and I will be a swift witness
against the sorcerers, and against the adul-
terers, and against false swearers, and
against those that oppress the hireling in
his wages, the widow, and the fatherless,
and that tum aside the stranger from his
right, and fear not me, saith the Lord of
hosts." Verse 5. All the sins here specified
have been coming in among the people
who claim to be the people ofGod; and it
is high time that there was a refonnation,
a transformation, of character. Who
among us, who are called commandment-
keepers, have been "partial in the law,"
neglecting the living principles whieh are
a transcript of the character of God? Has
not the imperfect example of those who
have departed from the law ofGod caused
many to stumble at the law? "Therefore
have 1 also made you eontemptible and
base before all the people, according as ye
have not kept my ways, but have been
partial in the law," Malachi 2:9.

The Lord commands His people,
"Thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neigh-
bour, and not sutTer sin upon him." Levi-
ticus 19: 17. Ilere faithful dealing with the
sins of those who claim to be children of
God is enjoined. Be they men in the most
humble condition, or men entrusted with
power and rcsponsibility, no partiality is
to be shown to those in the wrong; no
hypocrisy is to be practiced in dealing
with them. If a man's position involves
sacred interests, God's watchmen are to
be the more earnest and faithful in dealing
with him. Not onc evil principle will pass

uncorrected. I f those in the wrong refuse
to repent, and to correct their errors, let
them be separated from Ihe Lord's work;
for the corrupting prineiples of evil will
leaven all with whom they arc connected.

The Jews claimed to obey the law of
God, and they appeared to be very striel in
observing some portions or the law; but
the precepts that interfered with their per-
sonal interests were unheeded. The people
ofTended God by lightly esteeming the
requirements that touched their earthly
treasures. Beware, brethren, lest while
professing to honor the law of God, you
fall into the same error as did the Jews:
beware lest the love of earthly treasure
shall draw your hearts from God.

No man can make an offering to the
Lord in righteousness until practical right-
doing is brought into the daily life. When
does the Lord say that the offering of
Judah and Jerusalem shall be pleasant
unto Him as in the former years? When
«He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver: and he shall purify the sons of
Levi, and purge them as gold and silver,
that they may orrer unto the Lord an
offering in righteousness." Malachi 3:3.

'Then I turned." writes Zechariah, «and
lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold
a flying roll. And he said unto me, What
seesl thou? And 1answered, I see a flying
roll; the length thcreoris twenty cubits, and
the breadth thereof ten cubits. Then said he
unto me, This is the curse that goeth forth
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All who will be doers ofthe Word, in sincerity
and truth, will behold His glory-"the glory

as ofthe only begotten of the Father, full ofgrace
and truth." Verse 14. Then there is indeed a new
birth, a transformation of

over the lace of the whole earth: for every
one that stealeth shall be cut ofT as on this
side according to it; and every one that
sweareth shall be cut off as on that side
according to it I will bring it forth, saith the
Lord or hosts, and it shall enter into the
house orthe thief: and into the house ofhim
that sweareth falsely by my name: and it
shall remain in the midst of his house, and
shall consume it with the timber thcreofand
the stones thereof." Zechariah 5:1-4.

In our dealings with OUf fellow men,
as well as in our relations with God, we

arc to show strict justice and honesty.
Every human being is to be estimated
according to the price that Christ has paid
for his redemption. Our fellow men arc of
as much value as we are, and God calls
upon us to treat them as we would be
treated. lie wants no sharpers connected
with H is work. lie wants no man to take
advantage of others, I in order to bring
means into His Lrcasury. He will sanction
no man in appropriating La himself morc
than he has justly earned. The Lord will
not sustain men in Ilis service who are
self-indulgent, and who do not represent
the character and work or Christ.

Those who indulge in any sort of
unfair dealing. either with God or with
their fellow men, are sowing the seed for
a very bitter harvest. The Lord requires
those who claim to be !lis servants to
reveal the principles of Heaven in all their
work. They are to show kindness to all
men, cherishing patience, long-sufTering,
forbearance, generosity. This is living the
gospel, and only to those who thus serve
I-lim will God say: "Well done, tholl good
and faithful servant; thou hast been
ful over a few things, I will make thee
ruler over many things: enter thou into the
joy of thy lord." Matthew 25:21.

God has revealed His interest in fallen
men by giving them a Saviour. lie cove-
nanted not to stir up Ilis wrath against the
perversity of His children, not to censure
them in His hot displeasure, until every
advantage had bccn given them through
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all their period of probation. And even
when they shall refuse I-lis warnings. His
messages of invitation. the presentation of
His righteousness; when they continue to
sin in the face of light and evidence, still
He will not break forth upon them in Ilis
great anger. lie leaves all judgment to His
Son, whom He gave as a sin offering for
the world.

God has a yearning desire to save the
purchase of the blood of Christ from the
sure resull of a wrong course of action: for
sin. ifpersisted in, will bring upon them the

wrath ofthe rejected Lamb. Mercy, rich and
free, is presented in the gin of Christ's
righteousness. Those who scom this pre-
cious gi ft, who despise and reject the Sav-
iour, who rcfuse the invitation, "Let him
take hold of my strength, that he may make
peace with me; and he shall make peace
with me." (Isaiah 27:5) reject the offer of
the attributes of character which will con-
stitute them sons and daughters ofGod. For
"as many as received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on his name [What
name?-Immanuel, lhe Son of GodJ:
which were bom, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but
ofGod. And the Word was made flesh. and
dwelt among us (and we behcld his glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father,) full ofgrace and truth." John I: 12-
14.
The Word is our Instructor. All who

will be doers of the Word, in sincerity and
truth, will behold His glory-"the glory
as of the only begotten of the Father, ftlll
of grace and truth." Verse 14. Then there
is indeed a new biI1h, a transformation of
character. "Of his fulncss have all we
received, and grace for grace:' Verse 16.
This makes us living epistles, "known and
read of all men." "Ile that hath received
his testimony hath set to his seal that God
is true. For he whom God hath sent
speaketh the words of God: for God
giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.
The Father loveth the Son, and hath given

all things into his hand. He that believeth
on the Son hath everlasting lile: and he
that believeth not on the Son shall not see
life; but the wrath of God abideth on
him." John 3:33-36.

"It is of the Lord's mercies lhat we are
not consumed, because his compassions
fail not. They are new every morning:
great is thy faithfulness." Lamentations
3:22-23. "Even Irom the days of your
fathers yc are gone away from mine ordi-
nances, and have not kept them. Return
unto me, and I will return unto you, saith
the Lord of hosts." Malachi 3:7.

This is the message which must be
proclaimed; "Return unto me, and I will
relUm unto you." "But ye said, Wherein
shall we relum?" God gives Ilis people
reproofs, warnings, and instruction, be-
cause there is a manifest neglect or righl-
eOliS principles. He sends messengers lo
bear to the churches His reproofs and
warnings, that their wrongs may be cor-
rected. lie gives the invitation, "Return
unto me, and I will return unto you," and
yet self-vindication is shown in the words,
'''Wherein shall we return?"

The reproof and warning and promise
of the Lord are given in definite language
in Malachi 3:8: "Will a man rob God? Yet
ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein
have we robbed thee?" The Lord answers,
"In tilhes and ofTerings. Ye arc cursed
with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even
this whole nation." Verses 8-9. The Lord
of Heaven challenges those whom He has
supplied with His bounties to prove Ilim.
"Bring ye all the tithes into the store-
house. that there may be meat in mine
house, and prove me now herewith, saith
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you
the windows of heaven, and pour you out
a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it" Verse 10.

This message has lost none of its
force. It is just as fresh in its importance as
God's gifts are fj-esh and continual. There
is no difficulty in understanding our duty
in the light of this message. given through
God's holy prophet. We arc not left to
stumble along in darkness and disobedi-
encc. The truth is plainly stated, and it can
be clearly understood by all who wish to
be honest in the sight ofGod. A tithe of all
our income is the Lord's. lie lays His
hand upon that portion which He has
specified that we shall return to Him, and
says, I allow you to use my bounties alier
you have laid aside the tenth, and have
come before Me with gifls and olTerings.

The Lord calls lor His tithe to be given
into lIis lreasury. Strictly, honestly, and



The great object of our work is to carry the
light to those who are in darkness. Our

work is worldwide. God's delegated
messengers are not to hover about the people
who have been long in the truth.

faithfully, let this portion be returned to
Him. Besides this, He calls for your gifts
and offerings. No one is compelled to
present His tithe or His gifts and offerings
to the Lord. But just as surely as God's
Word is given to LIS, just so surely will lie
require His own with usury at the hand of
every human being. If men are unfaithful
in rendering to God His own, if they
disregard God's charge to lIis stewards,
they will 110110l1g have the blessing of that
which the Lord has entrusted to them.

"Your words have been stout against
me, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, What have
we spoken so much against thee? Ye have
said, It is vain to serve God: and what
profit is it that we have kept his ordinance,
and that we have walked mournfully [in
black] before the Lord of hosts?" Verses
13-14. God does not require I-lis people to
do this. Christ is the light of the world,
and He says, "lie that lolloweth me shall
not walk in darkness, but shall have the
light of life." John 8:12. But the mournful
complaint continues: ··And now we call
the proud happy; yea, they that work
wickedness are set up; yea, they that
tempt God are even delivered." Malachi
3: 15. This is the language of a soul in
darkness. The condition here revealed is
the sure result of disobedience. Those
who make the complaint are neglecting
their obligation to give to the Lord I-lis
own. It is because so little heed is given to
the Lord's special injunctions that dark-
ness and temptation and trial are brought
upon the church.

The lithe is set apart for a special usc.
Il is not to be regarded as a poor fund. It is
to be especially devoted to the support of
those who are bearing God's message to
the world; and it should not be diverted
from this purpose.

The great object of our work is to
carry the light to those who are in dark-
ness. Our work is worldwide. God's dele-
gated messengers arc not to hover about
the people who have been long in the
truth. A Ilogether too much labor is de-
voted to the churches. God's people are
not to depend on others to do their work
for them. Let the Lord's messengers carry
the triumphs of the cross into the regions
beyond, calling upon the members of the
church to send their prayers as sharp
sickles into lhe harvest field. Let the
church appoint pastors or elders who are
devoted to the Lord Jesus, and let these
men see that ofTicers are chosen who will
attend faithfully to the work of gathering
in the tithe. If the pastors show that they
are not fitted for their charge, if they fail

to set before the church the importance of
returning to God !lis own, if they do not
see to it that the officers under them are
faithful, and that the lithe is brought il1,
they are in peri I. They are neglecting a
matter which involves a blessing or a
curse to the church. They should be re-
lieved of their responsibility, and other
men should be tested and tried.

The Lord's messengers should see that
His requirements are faithfully discharged
by the members of the churches. God says
that there should be meat in His house, and
if the money in the treasury is tampered
with, irit is regarded as right for individuals
to make what use they please of the tithe,
the Lord cannot bless. He cannot sustain
those who think that they can do as they
please with that which is His.

The Lord has given to every man his
work. Ilis servants are to act in partner-
ship with Him. If lhey choose, men may
refuse to connect themselves with their
Maker; they may refuse to give them-
sclves to His service, and trade upon His
entrusted goods; they may fail to exercise
frugality and self-denial, and may forget
that the Lord requires a return of what He
has given them. 1\11 such arc unfaithful
stewards. A faithful steward will do all he

possibly can in the service ofGod; the one
object before him will be the great need of
the world. lie will realize that the message
of truth is to be given, not only in his own
neighborhood, but also in the regions
beyond. When men cherish this spirit, the
love of the truth and the sanctification
they will receive through the truth, will
banish avarice, overreaching, and every
species ofdishonesty.

It will not be long before probation will
close. II'you do not now serve the Lord with
fidelity, how will you meet the record of
your unfaithful dealing? Not long hence, a
call will be made lor a senlement of ac-
counts, and you will be asked, "1 low much
owest thou unto my lord'" Luke 16:5. If
you have refused to deal honestly with
God, I beseech you to think of your defi-

dency. and if possible to make restitution.
If this cannot be done, in humble penitence
pray that God for Christ's sake will pardon
your great debt. Begin now 10 act like
Christians. Make no excuse for failing to
give the Lord His own. Now, while mercy's
sweet voice is still heard, while it is not yet
too late for wrongs to be righted, while it is
called today, if ye will hear His voice,
harden not your hearts.

God calls for fathers, mothers, and
children to become partners with Him in
the great work of rescuing their own souls
from Satan's power. Let them unite with
Christ. and strive with heart and mind and
strength to save themselves through faith.
When through the grace of Christ you
have been converted, God calls upon you
to wear Ilis yoke, and labor in Ilis lines to
save other souls who are bound up with
Satan, and who do not realize lhcir peril.
I-lear me, lor Christ's sake, hear me. The
season 01' God's mercy will soon be
ended. The call for sinners to repent and
be converted will soon be heard no marc.
That God whose invitation you have re-
fused, that Saviour whose Spirit you have
grieved and insulted, will soon rise in His
anger to punish transgressors. Dare we
think what the wralh of the Lamb means?

Every day you remain in sin you arc
grieving God by your impenitence. Will
you not remember that the ti me is j List
upon you when the lasl day of mercy will
come? Then God will risc up out of Ilis
place to punish the world for its iniquity.
Then the earth shall disclose her blood,
and shall no more cover her slain. The
clouds of wrath which have been gather-
ing will burst with pitiless rury upon the
world. I beg of you who shall read these
words to hear for your soul's sake. Ven-
ture not onc step further in your impeni-
tcnce. "Kiss the Son, Icst he be angry, and
ye perish from the way, when his wmth is
kindled but a lillie," Psalm 2: 12. 0

Review and Herald. December I, 1896.
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Kevin Paliison is a free-lance writer living in
Redlands, CaliJornia.

my friend to refer to their theology as
"righteousness by food." More recently
another pastor spoke of how his confer-
ence president, also a historic Adventist.
had expressed concern at the way some
conservative members were in the habit
of visiting church potlucks and denounc-
ing congregations if any free fats or dairy
products were being served.

We will address each of the issues
cited above as they relate to the health
reform message found in Scripture and
the Spirit of Prophecy. It is certainly not
this article's purpose to downplay the
necessity or significance of health reform.
Ncither is it my purpose to belabor the
indispensiblc importance of maintaining
the right spirit whenever we summon
God's people to higher ground.

The principles of fanaticism as ad-
dressed in this article transcend the issue
of whether or not one has the right spirit.
Indecd, history gives examples of many
persons who promoted and practiced ex-
treme lifestyles, yet who presented a very
gracious spirit in so doing. I think of the
medieval monk Bernard of Clairvaux,
who wrote two of the most beautiful
hymns in our Adventist hymnal, "Jesus,
Thou Joy of Loving Hearts" and" Jesus,
the Very Thought of Thee." It would be
hard to describe Bernard as anything but a
loving and sincerc Christian. Yet it would
be equally hard to describe the monastic
lifestyle he pursued and the system which
promoted it as anything but fanaticism.

The sacred record is clear lhat faith-
fulness to the commands ofGod virtually
assures one of being lagged wilh lhe
fanatic label. The seofTers and thought
leaders of Noah's day assured the multi-
tudes of that time: "Be at peace; fear not.
Noah is a wild fanatic.'" Jesus Himself
was seen in this light by His youthful
associates, who Ellen White says "pro-
nounced I-lim narrow and strail-laced."6
Little wonder that she writes elsewhere,
"When wc reach the standard that the
Lord would have us reach, worldlings
will regard Sevcnth-day Adventists as
odd, singular, strait-laced eXlremists."7
Certainly it is safe to conclude that many
of the worldlings described in this pas-
sage can be found within the church.

This fact makes it all the more crucial
for us to correctly identily true fanaticism
and proceed to purge it from our witness as
reformers. Two specific features of fanati-
cism are the focus Oflhis discussion:

Fanaticism in Diet
WITIIOUT question, the health

refonn message has suffered
dire neglect in the contempo-

rary Adventist Church. Despite weekly
reports on network news offering fresh
vindication of the counsel God gave to us
a hundred years ago, many of us continue
to de-emphasize this topic for fear of
falling victim to the label of" legalism."
Perhaps thc late Waltcr Martin bcst cpito-
mized this mentality in a lecture on Ad-
ventism morc than tcn years ago, in
which he distorted the message of Ro-
mans 14 as implying that Adventists
should" get off the day boat, get off the
food boat, and get on the love boat." I
(Strangely enough, when Dr. Martin him-
sel f got sick sevcral years latcr, he ended
up at Weimar2 )

Former Newsweek editor Lanry Martz,
in his book on thc fall of televangelist Jim

Bakker, described Bakkcrs' Heritage
USA complex in South Carolina as in-
cluding "candy and icc cream shops to
cater to the one vice that evangelicals
seem to embrace without shame."3 Ilow
sad that many Seventh-day Adventists,
who have God's health message, do not
seem to be much different.

At the same time, Ellen White's writ-
ings contain some very strong warnings
against dietary extremism' Sad to say,
such extremism seems to have become a
problem within the historic Adventist
ranks. Several years ago a pastor-friend of
mine, very much a historic Adventist,
spoke to me of how some of his historic
Adventist Church members were disrupt-
ing his congregation by insisting that all
Adventists should give up extracted oils
and white bread. The obsession of these
persons with issues of this kind caused

Kevin Paulson
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The devisings ofmen's minds will invent
tests that are no tests at all, that when the

true test shall be made prominent, it shall be
considered on a par with the man-made tests
that have been of no value.

I. Tcaching for Doctrines
the Commandments of Men

We all remember Christ's declaration
concerning the Jews: "In vain they do
worship me, teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men." Matthew 15:9.
We need to notice carefully what Jesus
says in this verse, and what He does not
say. He does not forbid, under any and all
circumstances. the teaching of human
ideas. God does not do our thinking for us.
Events and issues do at times require us to
use our own sanctified judgment in apply-
ing a larger principle to a specific situ-
ation. Of course, inspired counsel often
makes these applications for us. But not
always. In such matters our own wisdom
and discernmcnt, guided by the Holy
Spirit, must be called upon.

What lesus does forbid is the teaching
of human ideas for doctrines. In other
words, the judgments we render in the
situations described above should not be
made an absolute standard for others.
Ellen White oilers the following warning
to the church on this point:

"'From the light given me orthe Lord,
men will arise speaking perverse things.
Yea, already they have been working and
speaking things which God has never
revealed, bringing sacred truth upon a
level with common things. Issues have
been and will continue to be made of
men's conceited fallacies, not of truth.
The dcvisings ofmcn's minds will invent
tests that are no tests at all, that when the
true test shall be made prominent, it shall
be considered on a par with the man-made
tests that have been of no value. We may
expect that everything wi II be brought in
and mingled with sound doctrine, but by
clear. spiritual discernment, by the heav-
enly anointing, we must distinguish the
sacred from the common which is being
brought in to confuse faith and sound
judgment, and demerit the great, grand
testing truth for this time.',g

It is fair to say that cvcn sanetified
judgment, as we described it earlier, can fall
victim to a conceited fallacy ifit pennits an
issue to become nonnative in the absence of
a plain "Thus saith thc Lord." (The word
nonnative in this context refers not simply
to tcsts of fellowship, but to any standard of
conduct based on thc Bible or the Spirit of
Prophecy.) The damage thus inflicted on
the work and prosperity of the church is
painful and often far-reaching. Not a few
who have rejected the faith and lifestyle of
historic Adventism have done so, not be-
cause of issues raised by inspired counsel,

but because ofman-made standards mistak-
enly promoted as sacred.

2. Mistaking "Holier, Holicr Still"
as Meaning "Stricter, Stricter Still"

-l1lis assumption is often a basic one of
those who teach for doctrines the command-
ments of men. Many who do so are not
merely seeking to bind heavy burdens on
people for no good reason. Rather, they
correctly believe timt the upward path of
sancti !"icalian requires more and more sel f-
discipline, and thus they conclude that the
stricter they become with themselves and
with others, the holier they beeome. Sueh
persons soon decide, like the Pharisees of
old, that following the eounsel of Inspiration

is not enough. TIley assume that it is not
enough, for example, simply to follow the
health-reform message as revealed in the
Bible and the Spirit ofProphecy. For the truly
sanctified, so the thinking goes, more and
marc restriction is necessary. "Illose not
following this ever-aeeelerating path of re-
striction are looked upon as less sanctified
than those who do. The modem prophetlells
what happened to the Jews of Christ's time
when they followed this recipe for holinesss:

"With all their minute and burden-
some injunctions, it was an impossibility
to keep the law. Those who desired to
serve God, and who tried to observe the
rabbinical precepts, toiled under a heavy
burden. They eould find no rest from the
accusings of a troubled conscience. Thus
Satan worked to discourage the people, to
lower their conception of the character of
God, and to bring the faith of Israel into
contempt. He hoped to establish the claim
put fonh when he rebelled in heaven-
thatlhe requirements of God were unjust,
and could not be obeyed. Even Israel, he
declared, did not keep the law.'"

How sad that zeal for God's law should
actually result in bolstering Satan's attacks
against the law! But we need to ask ourselves
whether, in some respects, hjstoric Advent-
ists have at times pursued a similar course.

With these principles in mind, let us
examine three areas where, in the present
writer's view, modem Adventist health
reformers need to exercise caution.

The No-Oil Diet

The attempt by some to expunge all free
fats from the Adventist diet became a
well-publicized crusade in the late 1970s.
We should clarify from the outset that the
issue here is not whether abstinence from
visible fats mighl have some hygienic
value, especially as a mechanism for weight
loss. Rather, the issue before us is whether
lotal abstinence from all free oils is upheld
by inspired writings as a standard for the
church.

No one has elaimed suppon for the
no-oil diet in Scripture. But some have
claimed the existenee of such support in
the Spirit of Prophecy. Let us examine the
evidence they have produced.

The claim is set forth that because Ellen
White stresses the need to return to man's
original diet, refined products such as oil
should not be used. But Ellen White defines
specifically what she means by the original
diet in the following statement:

.• Again and again I have been shown
that God is bringing His people back to
His original design, that is, not to subsist
upon the flesh of dead animals." 10

In other words, the original diet here
releered to by Ellen White is one devoid
of Ilesh meat. Ir we understand Ellen
White's "original diet" statements as im-
plying abstinence from all refined foods,
we find ourselves at variance with some
of her other statements. For example,
Ellen White says that white bread may at
times be used, II and that some sugar is
permissible as well." She also says that a
certain amount of salt is needed in the
diet.]J A careful reading of her statements
about salt and sugar makes clear that she
is not speaking of the natural presence of
these items in various foods. as some have
claimed. She is plainly talking about the
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N o one is denying the value in some cases
of abstaining from free fats, , , , But to

make total abstinence from visible fats a
normative standard on a par with the counsels
of Inspiration is a serious mistake,

disciplined use of the extractcd products
we know on our tables as salt and sugar.

We cannot force Ellen White's origi-
mil-diet statcments to say morc than the
context and consensus of her writings
indicate. Total abstinence from refined
products such as oil and sugar is simply
not the focus of these statements.

Some have said that Ellen White's
statements against the use of "grease" arc
in fact a prohibition against all visible fats.
But again, this understanding contradicts

other Ellen White statements, such as those
speaking of using butter for cooking pur-
poses." It should be noted that these I'vor-
able statements about butter were made
al1er her strong wamings against grease. 15

Conceming vegetable preparalion, she
wriles elsewhere, "Vegetables should be
made palatable with a linle milk or eream,
or something equivalent."16 She also
states, regarding vegetables prepared only
with waleI': "This kind of cookery is
health deform" rather than health re-
form. l7 The debale surrounding Ellen
White's U grease" statemenls is easily re-
solved by looking at a Webster :,. Diction-
ary of 1877, which defines grease as
animal rats, such as This definition
not only harmonizes with the lise 01" this
term in Ellen White's time but it also
harmonizes with Ellen White's olhcr
statemenls, as we have seen.

Still others have referred us to Ellen
White's slatemcnt that .. the oil, as eaten in
the olive, is far preferable to animal oil or
fat.·'Il) The assumption is thus made lhat
while Ellen White supports tl,e use of olive
oil while it remains in the olive, she forbids
its usc once the oil is extracted. But we need
to look at this sentence in context. Ilere is the
whole paragraph:

"When properly prepared, olives, like
nuts, supply the place of butter and nesh
meats. The oil, as eaten in the olive, is far
prelerable to animal oil or fat. It serves as
a laxative. Its use will be found beneficial
to consumptives. and it is healing to an
innamed, irritated stomach."2o
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The .. it" in the last two sentences
obviously refers to the oil and not to tl,e
olives, and is clearly a reference to the lise
of this oil in cooking, not just for medicinal
purposes. This is why she speaks of it being
"beneficial to consumptives"-a clear ref-
erence to its value in food preparation.
Neither this nor any other inspired state-
ment can be properly construed to support
total abstinence from extracted oils.

Ellen White's statement that fruits,
grains, nuts. and vegetables. "prepared in

as simple and natural a manner as possible.
are the most heallhful and nourishing
diet:' 21 should be placed alongside her
stalcments which advise that food be made
palmable.22 Certainly the stalcment we
quoted earlier which speaks of preparing
vegetables" with a lillie milk or cream, or
something equivalent"23 is hard to recon-
cile \.vith the assumplion that Ellen White
saw oils as c. unnatural:' It is certainly
consistent with the totality of her vvrilings
to believe that the "something equivalent"
described in the above slatcmenl can safely
indude vegetable and olive oils,

Some. in this discussion of oil in lhe
diet, will move beyond the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy and assert that recent
scicnlific lindings prove lhal oil in the diel
is unhealthful. But the problem with using
scientific evidence as a basis for church
standards is the fact that such evidence
onen fluctuates, depending on who does
the research, how it is conducted, the
circumstances involved, and so forth.
tainly we have seen considerable scien·
lilic documentation in recent limes for the
health counsels given by God through
Ellen While. BUl in these cases, scientific
research simply serves lo vindicate what
the Lord has already said. It is quite
another maller to allow the findings of"
scientific research to develop into a nor-
mative standard for lhe church without an
inspired command to back up such an
action, especially when other nutritionists
of equal qualifieation produee evidence to
the contrary.2.t

The ehureh should never permit itself
to be divided by arguments between nutri-
tionists. Only standards based on a plain
"thus saith the Lord" arc worth risking
disagreement over.

As we stated earlier, no one is denying
the value in some cases of abstaining from
free fats. Neither are we denying that our
intake of fats should be limited. But to
make total abstinence from visible fals a
normalivc slandard on a par with the
counsels of Inspiration is a serious mis-
take. IfhislOrie Adventists provoke hostil-
ity from other church members by dog-
matically promoling such uninspired
rules, it is hard not to conclude lhat lhey
have ereated their own trouble. 0
To be Continued
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I am writing to you. for J am interested

in learning about you as much as possible.
I have learned by reference that you have
an excellent work related to Ellen White;
and this is a subject that interests me a
great deal. for it has been greatly distorted
by some very inlluential thinkers. On the
other hand, I want to tell you that I have
plans, with a group of Adventist youth
here, to create a center for the spreading of
the thoughts and the works of Ellen
White. Maybe you can help me in this
respect ifil is possible; it would bea great
help for us Cubans. Cuba

We are thankful for Firm Foundation,
for it brings our minds back to Christ and
instills in our hearts the desire to be morc
like Him and to keep all His command-
ments. MP, Texas

I hope Jesus comes soon. I want to
weep every time I go 10 church. I see
much worldliness in il-makeup,jewclry,
rings, short dresses, pant suits, and romp-
ers. I pray for the church, but the problems
seem to worsen. I pray for your work and
hope God blesses you. MW, Washing/on

Enclosed is a check for $100. I am
sorry that I cannot send morc at this time.

I thoroughly enjoy Our Firm Founda-
tion and consider it La be one of the very
best or all publications put out by any or
the independent ministries.

It has been at least live years since we
have had a message of any kind based on
the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy
preached from the pulpit in our local
church.

Our Firm Foundalion, therefore, fills
a very special void in the carrying forth of
the work the church should be doing.

I pray thal you may be able to continue
your work in like manner as you have in
the past and the present. KE, California

I appreciate the good linn truth that is
printed in Our Firm Foundalion. Keep up
the good work and I know the Lord will
bless you. Stand solidly ror the truth a
little longer as yOll have been doing so far,
and it will soon be over. Te, Georgia

I want to tell you how much I appreci-
ated the Delaware, Ohio, camp meeting. I
had really felt discouraged before camp
meeting. but I certainly received the bless-
ing I came for. AW. North Carolina

I hope you saw encouragement in thc
Sabbath school lesson last quarter. I look
upon your ministry as a Jeremiah-type of
ministry. As yOll know from cxpericncc,
doing the Lord's will often is unpopular
and involves bearing a cross. Keep look-
ing up! Jesus is coming soon!

DC. Oregon

A very faithful brother invited me to
one of your meetings. It was a great
blessing to me, for I realized what God
wants from mc. It saddens me that in
fourteen years of being an Adventist I
didn't know what God really wants of His
children. I know that I have lost a lot of
time and lhat I have not taught my family
that which is correct. I need God's help
and your prayers for me and for my family
that we may do God's will.

MA. California

We know your ministry has brought
hope to thousands of Seventh-day Ad-
vcntists who were con fused about the
issues of the church.

We pray that you will continue to
point the people to Christ and the wonder-
ful truths He has presented through the
Spirit of Prophecy. We must unite our
efforts and give each other support in
these unstable times in which we are
living. To keep the blessed before us
and be shining lights in a dark world
should be our

We are thankful for Christian
workers who stand firm for the standards
or the Bible. May God be your help and
Counselor. TH. Texas

Greetings from India in the holy name
of our Lord Jesus. Perhaps you may be
surprised over this letter coming from
another corner of the world. I write this to
thank each and everyone, especially you
for sending me the January 1990 through
October 1990 issues ofOur Firm FOllnda-

[jon. I sent a letter requesting used or back
issues of this good magazine. Many
thanks once again for your promptness
and generosity.

You see, I am a Catholic. Naturally I
cannot agree with every article that ap-
pears in your magazine. Ilowever, there
are very thought-provoking articles,
worthwhile reading. I should say worth
studying with great attention.

I have read about Seventh-day Ad-
ventists from J book entitled Religions oJ
[he World. It deals with nineteen major
religions of the world. If you think this
book will be of use to you, I will be glad
to post a new book to you. I am enclosing
herewith some religious tracts for you. I
hope they will interest you. GM, India

Responses From Evangelistic Literature

I have never read a more interesting
paper than yours. I loved it! I am sure not
many people would agree with it or under-
stand it.

I have always believed in the seventh-
day Sabbath, the one you agree with. I had
a wonderful dad who followed the Bible
laws all my lire.

People do not want to heed warnings.
Nor listen to truth. Your paper is a good
way to open their eyes.... I am glad there
is a paper like yours. Many people already
know what lies ahead for the world.
Please send any future issues to mc.

81, New Jersey

Greetings to you from Bloemfontein,
South Africa. Things are moving in South
Africa as rar as the work of the Lord is
concerned. With the many changes taking
place in (his country, it has become "ripe"
for the harvest.

I received a copy of your booklet.
World Peace or Final War [now entitled
Heralds ofPeace}. I was wondering ifyou
could send me a box of 100 copies. I
would really appreciate this very much.
They could really be put to very good use.

BH, South Aji-ica
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The
Sanctuary

James White. husband ojEllen White. was ten
years president oj the General Conjerence as
well as edilOr ajseveral church publications.

sanctuary like high palaces, like the earth
which He hath established forever. That
any onc in view of this language should
confound the sanctuary with the mountain
on which it was buill, is a marvelous
exhibition ofmental confusion.

Listen also to the distinction between
the land of Canaan and the sanctuary as
pointed out by a king of Judah: ,. An not
thou our God, who didst drive OUL the
inhabitants of this land before thy people
Israel, and gavest it to the seed of Abra-
ham Lhy friend for ever? And they dwelt
therein, and have built thee a sanctuary
Lherein for thy name, saying, If, when evil
cometh upon us; as the sword, judgment,
or pestilence, or famine, we stand before
this house, and in thy presence (for thy
name is in this house), and cry unto thee in
our afTIiction, then thou wilt hear and
help." 2 Chronicles 20:7-9.

There is another text claimed by some
as proof that Canaan is the sanctuary:
Isaiah 63: 18. "The people of thy holiness
have possessed it but a little while: our
adversaries have trodden down thy sanc-
wary." It is by no means cenain Lhat the
land is here referred to, since anything
else may be trodden down as well as the
land. Nothing therefore but an inference
can be drawn from it: and there is one
plain fact which is sufficient to annihilate
the claim: When God's pcople were
driven out of the land of Canaan (as the
prophet here predicts, using the past tense
for the future) they were noL only dispos-
sessed of their inheritance, but the sanctu-
ary of God built in that land was laid in
ruins. This fact is plainly stated in
2 Chronicles 36: 17-20. which divests the
passage ofall mystery.

Only one text marc remains to be
urged in favor of the land of Canaan. As
sueh we present it. "The glory of Lebanon
shall come unto thee, the rir tree, the pine
tree, and the box togeLher, to beautify the
place of my sanctuary; and I will make the
place of my feet glorious." Isaiah 60: 13.
Had the distinction ever been kept in
view, between the sanctuary and the place
of the sanctuary, we should have had no
occasion to notice this text. But if people
persist in ignoring this distinction, we
would remind them that the same lext
calls the place of the sanctuary, the place
of the Lord's fecL also; and ifby being the
place of the sanctuary it becomes Lhe
s.ncwary itself, by being thc place of lIis

very passage be taken into consideration.
He says; "And he led them on safely, so
that they feared not: bUL the sea over-
whelmed their enemies. And he brought
them to the border of his sanetuary. even
to this mountain which his righL hand had
purchased.... And he built his sanctuary
like high palaces, like the eanh which he
hath established forever." Psalm 78:53-
54,69.

IL will be observed that here David
speaks of the same events to which Moses
referred. There is just this difference in
their records; what Moses writes is a
prediction. The psalmist, living after the
events had been fulfilled, speaks of them
as a malter of history. Now what David
gives as a fulfillment will surely be agood
and safe commentary on the prediction;
and while Moses did not say thaL the
mountain of God's inheritance was the
sanctuary, the psalmist plainly declares
that that mountain was only the border of
the sanctuary, and that there God built His

James White 1================

Part 4
2. Is the Land of Canaan the S'metu-
ary?

THE arguments whieh show that Lhe
eanh is noL the sanetuary of the
new covenant, bear with equal

force against the view which would claim
that honor for the land of Canaan. But as
Lhere are. out of the 146 times of oeeur-
renee of the word sanetuary in the Bible,
some two or three texts which are urged
in favor of this view, we will examine
them and see if they will bcarthe meaning
whieh they have been supposed to eon-
vey. The firsL, Exodus 15: 17, reads as
follows: "Thou shalt bring them in, and
plant them in the mountain of thine in-
heritanee, in the plaee 0 Lord, whieh thou
hast made for Lhee to dwell in, in the
SancLuary, 0 Lord, which thy hands have
established." Before it is decided, how-
ever, that this text fixes the application
of the sanctuary to the land of Canaan,
let the psalmist's commentary on this
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As the great offering for the world, made on
Calvary was literal, and as our great High

Priest, Jesus, the Son ofGod, is a real and literal
personage, so must He have a literal sanctuary in
heaven, in which to perform His priestly office.

feet, it becomes, by parity of reasoning,
His feet also. When any just grounds can
be shown for avoiding this conclusion, it
will be time to notice the passage further.
We can only conclude then, that the land
of Canaan is not the sanctuary, but that it
is simply the place where the typical
sanctuary was located.

3. Is the Church the Sanctuary?

We answer, It is nol. Do you ask for
our reasons? One fact alone is sufficient to
annihilate the idea: It is never once in the
Word of God called the sanctuary. An-
other definite object is invariably called
the sanctuary, and the church is uniformly
connected with that object as the host or
worshipers; the sanctuary itself being the
place of that worship, or toward which
their prayer was directed. There is one text
that may be urged on this point and we
therefore notice it: "When Israel went out
of Egypt, the house of Jacob from a
people of strange language; Judah was his
sanctuary, and Israel his dominion."
Psalm 114: I. This would however only
prove that one of the twelve tribes was the
sanctuary and that the whole church was
nol. But if the fact be remembered that
God chose Jerusalem which was in Judah,
as the place of His sanctuary, we think the
following from another psalm will fully
explain the connection between Judah and
the sanctuary ofGod, and show that Judah
was the tribe with which God designcd to
locate His habitation: "But chose the tribe
of Judah, the mount Zion which he loved.
And he built his sanctuary like high pal-
aces (see I Chronicles 29: I), Ii ke the earth
which he hath established forever." Psalm
78:68-69. But could a single text be
produced in favor of the view that the
church is the sanctuary, it could not even
then be the sanctuary of Daniel 8:13-14;
for the church is there represented by the
word "host." This none will deny. "To
give both the sanctuary and the host to be
trodden under foot." The church and the
sanctuary then, are two things.

We have now seen that the earth is not
the sanctuary; that the land of Canaan is
not the sanctuary, but simply the place
where the typical sanctuary was located;
and that the church is not the sanctuary,
but simply the worshipers connected with
it. We now inquire,

4. What Is the Sllnctuary?

Tum to the Revelation given through
John, and while bearing continually in

mind that he is looking not to any spot on
earth, nor to the church, but into heaven,
mark some of the objects which he there
beholds. First he bcholds a door opened in
heaven. Chapter 4: I. Mark, he does not
say that he saW, heaven opened, but he saw
a door opened in heaven. He then sees
seven lamps of fire burning before the
throne. Verse 5. He beholds an angel with
a golden censer offering incense upon the
golden altar which was before the throne.
Chapter 8:3. And again, he sees the tem-
ple of God opened in heaven, (mark, he
does not see heaven opened, but the tem-

pie of God opened in heaven) and there
beholds the ark of His testament. Chapter
II: 19. But we know nothing of the golden
candlestick with its seven lamps, the gold-
en censer1 the altar of incense, and the ark
of the testament, only as they are con-
nected with the sanctuary. To the sanctu-
ary all these instruments owed their exist-
ence. Had there been no sanctuary, these
would never have been formed. From this
fact may we not reason concerning the
heavenly things. As here on earth, these
instruments resulted from the sanctuary,
so when we learn from the language of
John that such instruments exist in
heaven, may we not more than infer that
there is a sanctuary there, and that these
arc its sacred vessels; more especially
when John speaks definitely ofa heavenly
temple, and tells us that in this temple
these things were seen. Are not these the
patterns from which the earthly vessels
were formed? and is there not in heaven a
literal sanctuary, also, the antitype of the
earthly building?

But an abundance of direct testimony
waits to come in on this subject. That the
reader is acquainted with the first seven
chapters of the book of Hebrews, we take
for granted. Paul there discourses upon
the new covenant and the superiority of
Christ's priesthood over that of Aaron's.
He then opens in the eighth chapter as
follows: "Now of the things which we
have spoken this is the sum: We have such

an high priest, who is set on the right hand
of the throne of the Majesty in the heav-
ens; a minister of the sanctuary and of the
true tabernacle which the Lord pitched
and not man." He declares plainly in
chapter 9:23-24, that the holy places
made with hands were "figures of the
true," and that the earthly tabernacle and
its sacred vessels, were "patterns of things
in the heavens." Here is positive testi-
mony that there is a tabernacle which the
Lord pitched and not man, and that this
tabernacle is in the heavens, (not heaven
itself,) and that of this sanctuary, Christ is

the minister. That there are literal things in
heaven the Scriptures abundantly testify.
As the great offering for the world, made
on Calvary was literal, and as our great
High Priest, Jesus, the Son of God, is a
real and literal personage, so must He
have a literal sanctuary in heaven, in
which to perform His priestly office.

With a few Scripture testimonies con-
cerning the existence of this temple in
heaven, and a few of its declarations that it
is the great original of which the earthly
sanctuary was but a type, figure or pattern,
we close this part of the subject.

Revelation II: 19. "And the temple of
God was opened in heaven, and there was
seen in his temple the ark of his testa-
ment."

Revelation 14: 17. "And another angel
came out of the temple which is in
heaven."

Revelation 15:5. "And alter that I
looked, and behold, the temple of the
tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was
opened."

Revelation 16: 17. "And the seventh
angel poured out his vial into the air; and
there came a great voice out of the temple
of heaven from the throne, saying, It is
done."

Psalm II :4. "The LORa is in his holy
temple, the LORD'S throne is in heaven."
Hebrews 9:11-12. "But Christ being
come an high priest 01' good things to
come, by a greater and more perfect taber-
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At the close of the seventy weeks, when the
old covenant gave place to the new, the

typical sanctuary of that covenant was
superseded by the true sanctuary in heaven.
The type could not reach beyond its antitype.

nacle, not made with hands, that is to say,
not of this building; neither by the blood
of goats and calves, but by his own blood,
he entered in once into the holy place,
having obtained eternal redemption for
us." Hebrews 8: 1-2 has already been
quoted. This heavenly sanctuary is called
by Jesus" my Father's house:" John 14:2;
by David, Habakkuk and John, "the tem-
ple of God in heaven;" Psalm 11:4;
Habakkuk 2:20; Revelation II: 19; Reve-
lation 16: 17. God's "holy habitation."

Zechariah 2: 13; Jeremiah 25:30. See also
Psalm 102:19; Jeremiah 17:12; 2 Samuel
22:7; Psalm 18:6; Isaiah 6: 1-6; Revela-
tion7:15; 13:6; 14:15, 17; 16:1,7.
This" lTIorc perfect tabernacle," this

'" true sanctuary" which the Lord pitched
and not man, is the great antitype of the
earthly building. The Word of God de-
clares it; and we therefore believe it.
There is one declaration of Paul's to
which we would call particular attention.
Speaking of the priests that ministered in
the earthly tabernacle he says: "Who
serve unto the example and shadow of
heavenly things, as Moses was admon-
ished of God when he was about to make
the tabernacle: fOf, Sec, saith he, that thou
make all things according to the pattern
shewed to thee in the mount." Hebrews
8:5. Paul here declares that the priests
served unto the example and shadow of
heavenly things; and how does he prove
it? By a refercnce to the building and the
command that Moses had, to make it
according to the pattern. His argument is
this: The priests served unto the example
and shadow ofheaveIlly things,just as the
tabernacle, built according to the pattern
shown to Moses, was a shadow and exam-
ple of heavenly things; and just as this
tabernacle was a shadow of the heavenly
building, just so the priests served unto
the example of heavenly things.

lIere, then, Paul calls the tabernacle
erected by Moses, a shadow of heavenly
things. One distinguishing feature of this
tabernacle was that it had two apartments,
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a holy and a Most Holy Place. The heav-
enly sanctuary therefore has the same; lor
a sanctuary in heaven with only onc apart-
ment would not cast a shadow upon earth
with two. And if the pattern had but one
holy place, and Moses erected a building
with two, he did not follow the pattern; for
there would then have been a great dis-
similarity. But Moses did build it accord-
ing to the pattern. Accordingly we hear
Paul speaking of the holy places (plural)
of the heavenly sanctuary. See Hebrews

9:8, 12; 10:19. The word rendered, holi-
est, or holy place, in each of these texts is
in the original plural (holy places), and is
so rendered in many translations.

But Paul makes use of expressions
still stronger on this point. Speaking ofthe
earthly tabernacle and its instruments of
service. he says in Hebrews 9:23: "It was
therefore necessary that the patterns of
things in the heavens should be purified
with these"; that is, with the blood of
calves Jnd goats. What was cleansed by
these? The two apartments of the earthly
sanctuary and the altar. Sec Leviticus 16.
And Paul explicilly tells us that these were
patterns of things in the heavens. Is there
need of more testimony here? Apparently
not; but yet more is given. As ifanticipat-
ing that some would cndeavor to be incor-
rigibly skeptical upon this point, the apos-
tle makes use of still stronger language.
"For Christ," says he, "is not entered into
the holy places made with hands !the
earthly sanctuary I, which are figures of
the true." Hebrews 9:24. Thus does Inspi-
ration, by applying to the earthly sanctu-
ary these strong and unequivocal expres-
sions "shadoVo/s of heavenly things,"
.. patterns of things in the heavens," "fig-
ures of the true," teach us that there is in
heaven a greater and more perfect taber-
nacle, a true sanctuary which the Lord
pitched and not man, of which the earthly
was a true shadow, resemblance, type or
figure. At the close of the seventy weeks,
when the old covenant gave place to the
new, the typical sanctuary of that cove-

nant was superseded by the true sanctuary
in heaven. The type could not reach be-
yond its antitype. The shadOW must have
ceased when it reached the substance. The
offering ofgoats and calves was no longer
scrviceablc when the Great OITering for
the world had died on Calvary. Christ
declared to the Jews as lie departed from
the temple, "Behold your house is lell
unto you desolate." Matthew 23:37. And
when amid the tCITific scenes of tile cruci-
fixion day, the veil of the temple was rent
in twain from top to bottom, it was a
solemn demonstration that ilS services
were lorever finished. That blood was
then shed that was to be ministered for us
in the heavenly sanctuary, and there, from
henceforth, the world was to look for
salvation and pardon.

The way into the heavenly holy
places, says Paul, "was not yet made
manifest, whilc as the first tabernacle was
yet standing." Hebrews 9:8. That is, God
did not during the typical dispensation,
lay open the true tabernacle, but gave to
the people a figure or pattern or it. But
when the time came that the services of
the worldly sanctuary ended, when the
dying Saviour cried with a loud voice, It is
finished, and darkness overspread the
land, and the earth quaked, and the rocks
burst, then the way of the temple of God
in heaven was laid open. The true church
has had since that lime neither sanctuary
nor priesthood in old Jerusalem, but it has
had both in heaven.

We have before shown that only 490
years of the 2300 belonged to the Jews
and the earthly sanctuary. Gabriel, in his
instructions to Daniel concerning the
events to transpire at that time, shows
him, first, lhat the earthly sanctuary
should be destroyed shortly afler their
rejection of the Messiah, and never be
built. but be desolate till the consumma-
tion. See Daniel 9:26-27.

Second. he brings to view the new
covenant: U He (the Messiah) shall con-
firm the covenant with many for one
week." Verse 27. Third, he brings to view
the new-covenant church, or host, namely,
the U many" with whom the covenant is
confirmed. Fourth, he brings to view the
new-covenant sacrifice, namely, the cut-
ting off of the Messiah, but not for Him-
self. I-Ie brings to view also the Mediator
of the new covenant. Verse chapter
II :22; Hebrews 12:24. And, filth, he
brings to view, lastly, the new covenant
sanctuary, viz., to anoint the Most Holy.
Verse 24. This has reference, doublless, to
an act preparatory to the commencement



The fact that the Most Holy of the heavenly
sanctuary is mentioned in Daniel 9:24, is

proof that it has two apartments, as otherwise
this distinction would not exist

of the ministration of the sanctuary, which
was, to anoint both the holy places and all
the sacred vessels. Exodus 40:9-11. On
this point we quote the following from the
Advellt Shield, No. 1,75:
"And the last event of the 70 weeks,

as enumerated in verse 54. was the anoint-
ing of the 'Most Iioly' or the 'Holies of
holies.' or the 'Sanctum sanctorum.' Not
that which was on earth, made with hands,
but the true tabernacle, into which Christ,
our High Priest. is for us entered. Christ
was to do in the true tabernacle, in heaven,
what Moses and Aaron did in its pattern.
Sec Ilebrews 6-9; Exodus 30:22-30;
Leviticus 8:10-15.

The fact that the Most Holy of the
heavenly sanctuary is mentioned in
Daniel 9:24, is proof that it has two
apartments, as otherwise this distinction
would not exist, while it cannot be
claimed because only the anointing of the
Most Iioly is mentioned Lhat Christ com-
menced Ilis ministration in that apart-
ment, as the sanctuary when anointed was
anointed in both its departments, and im-
mediately following that event, the minis-
tration commenced, not in the Most Holy,
but in the holy place.

There can be no doubt, then, concern-
ing the ol<jeet which the angel had in view
when he said, "Unto 2300 days Lhen shall
the sanctuary be cleansed." What that
cleansing is, and how it is to be accom-
plished, we shall find made equally clear
in the sacred record.

Ilaving become satislied of the exist-
ence of a sanctuary in heaven, a true taber-
nacle which the Lord pitched and not man,
the subject of its ministration and cleansing
can furnish lillie ground for controversy.
On this point, as on every other concerning
the glorious heavenly things, and the more
excellent ministry of the Melehisedee
priesthood, in the person of our Lord, we
must reason from type to antitype, from the
earthly shadow to the heavenly substance.

The priests on earth, says Paul, serve
unto the example and shadow ofheavenly
things. This being so, it follows that the
work connected with the earthly taberna-
cle was the example and shadow of a like
work in heaven. Let us then briefly exam-
ine.

5. The Ministration and the Cleansing
uf the Earthly Sanctuary

This ministration was accomplished
by the Levitical order of priesthood, and
consisted ortwo great divisions: the daily
ministration in the holy place, and the

work in the Most Holy Place at the end of
the year. The daily ministration embraced
the regular morning and evening burnt
olTering [Exodus 29:38-43 j, the burning
of sweet incense on the golden altar, every
morning when the high priest dressed the
lamps, and every evening when he lighted
them [Exodus 301; also the additional
work appointed lor the Sabbaths of the
Lord, and the annual sabbaths, new
moons and feasts [Numbers 28 and 29J,
besides the particular work to be accom-
plished for individuals as they should
present their offerings throughout the
year.

This latter was an important part ofthe
service, and was performed as follows:
Whoever had sinned brought his victim,
that was to be offered up for him, to the
door of the Labemaele. He then laid his
hand upon the head of the victim which
signified that his sin was transferred to it;
it was then slain on account of that trans-
gression, and the blood borne in by the
priest and sprinkled in the sanctuary.
Leviticus I:3-4. Thus the sin of the indi-
vidual was transferred first to the victim,
and then through his blood to the sanctu-
ary

In this manner wcnl the typical service
forward through the year. Day after day,

week after week. month after month, we
behold the victim of expiation brought up
before the door of the tabernacle. We see
the transgressor confessing over him his
sin, and thus transferring to him his guilt.
He hereby acknowledged that he had
sinned and was worthy of death. The Iaw
demands the life of the transgressor. But a
substitute was provided. The guilt was
imputed to the victim, and his life paid the
forfeit. The priest took of his blood (and
Lhe blood of it is the Iife thereof, Leviticus
17: II, 14) and bore it within the taberna-
cle, and sprinkled it before the Lord,
before the veil of the sanctuary. Leviticus
4. The sanctuary thenceforth became the
receptacle of the offender's sin. A contin-
ual transfer of sins from the people to the

sanctuary was thus carried on through the
year.

But what at length became of these
sins? Were they suffered to remain in the
sanctuary? They were not. There was
another ministration at the close of the
year. by which they were forever removed
from the sanctuary, and a final disposition
made of them. This was the yearly minis-
tration, or the cleansing of the sanctuary.
LeviLieus 16. It Look place on the tenth day
of the seventh month. Verse 29. To ac-
complish this, the work of the high priest
was changed from the holy place, to the
Most Holy, within the veil. Here he en-
tered with the blood of a bullock as a
sin-ofTering for himself. Verse 3. He was
then to take of the congregation of the
children of Israel (verse 5) two kids of the
goats for a sin ofTering. Upon these he was
to cast lots, (verse 8) one lot for the Lord,
for a sin-offering for the people (verse
15), and bear his blood within the vail,
and sprinkle it with his finger upon the
mercy scat eastward, and before the
mcrcy scat seven times.

This blood was oDored for two pur-
poses:

I. To make an atonement for the trans-
gression of the children of Israel in all
their sins.

2. To cleanse, or make atonement for
the holy sanctuary. This fact is plainly
stated in Leviticus 16: 15-22, a part of
which we here transcribe: Verse 15.
"Then shall he kill the goat of the sin
oDoring, that is for the people, and bring
his bIood within the vail, and do with
that blood as he did with the blood of the
bullock, and sprinkle it upon the mercy
seat, and before the mercy seat.

Verse 16. "And he shall make an
atonement for the holy place, because of
the uncleanness of the children of Israel,
and because of their transgressions in all
their sins: and so shall he do for the
tabernacle of the congregation.

Verse 17. "And there shall be no man
in the tabernacle of the congregation when
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he goeth in to make an atonement in the
holy place, until he come out, and have
made an atonement for himsel f. and for
his household, and for all the congrega-
tion of Israel.

Verse 20. "And when he hath made an
end of reconciling the holy place, and the
tabernacle of the congregation, and the
altar, he shall bring the live goat:

Verse 21. "And Aaron shall lay both
his hands upon the head of the live goat,
and confess over him all the iniquities of
the children of Israel, and all their trans-
gressions in all their sins, putting them
upon the head of the goat, and shall send

him away by the hand ofa fit man into the
wilderness.

Verse 22. "And the goat shall bear
upon him all their iniquities unto a land
not inhabited." Tradition has it, that the
goat thus led away, was hurled from a
precipice and so killed. With this act the
yearly round of service was completed.
The work ohhe priest is again summed up
in verse 33-34, as follows:

"And he shall make an atonement for
the holy sanctuary, and he shall make an
atonement for the tabernacle of the con-
gregation, and for the altar; and he shall
make an atonement for the priests. and for

all the people of the congregation. And
this shall be an everlasting statute unto
you, to make an atonement for the chil-
dren of Israel for all their sins, once a
year."

In the foregoing testimony, is pre-
sented a general outline of the ministra-
tion and the cleansing of the eanhly
sanctuary. This was performed unto the
example and shadow of heavenly things.
From this, therefore, we are to rcason
concerning places made with hands [the
earthly sanctuary], which arc ligures of
the true. 0

Learn From the Pioneers
The Sanctuary

by James White
What is the sanctuary? James White says, "This is exclusively a Bible question. With the

testimony of the Bible only, then, have we to do. The object ofour inquiry can only be, What does the
Bible reveal to us respecting the sanctuary? And we shall find its testimony neither briefnor obscure
on this important subject. The word occurs in the inspired Scriptures one hundred forty-six times;
and more times than this does it offer us instruction by prediction, definition, or historic record,
concerning this wonderful object." The Sanctuary, 24.
This 68-page book is a compilation ofthe articles by James White which are now serialized in Our

Firm Foundation. Obtain your copy for only US $3.00.

The Great Second Advent Movement
by J. N. Loughborough and reprinted by the Adventist Pioneer Library

"The experience ofWilliam Miller and his associates, of Captain Joseph Bates, and ofother pioneers in the
Advent message, should be kept before our people. Elder Loughborough's book should receive attention."
Counsels to Writers and Editors, 145.
Relive J. N. Loughborough's eyewitness account of the Seventh-day Adventist Church's

founding story as related in The Great Second Advent Movement. This book gives the spiritual
roots of God's remnant church. Does Bible prophecy foretell the formation of a unique end-time
church? Does our church have a special message to prepare the world for Christ's coming? Why has
this book, published in 1905, been reprinted? Surprising answers to these questions are found
within the pages of this classic publication. 573 pages. US $15.

Words ofthe Pioneers
A collectjon of early Seventh-day Adyentist writings now available on computer CD-ROM

"We are to repeat the words of the pioneers in our work, who knew what it cost to search for the truth as for hidden
treasure, and who labored to lay the foundation of our work." Counsels to Writers and Editors, 28.

Words ofthe Pioneers was created for the purpose of rapid retrieval of the Seventh-day Adventist Church's pioneer
literature. Our pioneers were apostles of God's fmal message in preparing a people for the soon-coming of the Lord.
They looked forward to the Lord's second coming in power, glory, and without sin. With the release of this material it
is the prayer of the Adventist Pioneer Library that the vision and the spirit of the apostles of God's final church on
earth will be rekindled.
This collection includes over 24,000 pages. The special price of $227.50 (including shipping) has been extended

for a limited quantity. Washington residents please add 7.6% sales tax. (Available for MS Windows 3.1 and MSDOS.
Requires CD-ROM drive. Windows version requires 2MB RAM.)
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Hatching Goose Eggs

I N the June 2 and 16, 1994, issues of
the Adve111isl Review, Myron Widmer,
associate editor, reponed a recent in-

terview of his with Mardian Blair, presi-
dent of Adventist Health System/Sunbell.
The interview was about "the more than
fifty Adventist hospitals across North
America." In the interview they discussed
topics such as Seventh-day Adventist or
non-Seventh-day Adventist employees,
effectiveness in soul winning, institu-
tional indebtedness, competition with
non-Adventist institutions, and whether
or not we should continue to operate
acute-care hospitals under the present cir-
cumstances.

God instructed the leaders of ancient
Israel to publicly read and give to all
Israel the meaning of the Ten Command-
ments and the instructions given through
Moses as to how His people were to live
and work for Him. See Joshua 8:35, Deu-
teronomy 3 I :12-13 and Patriarchs and
Prophets, 500-503. In troublous times for
our health institutions, it behooves us to
review the divine counsels and to ask God
what He has to say regarding His health-
care institutions.

In an editorial accompanying the sec-
ond part of the above-mentioned inter-
view, Brother Widmer concluded unfortu-
nately that we should accept our present
hospitals "not as a direct soul-winning
agency, but as one that continues the
healing ministry of Jesus and awakens
interest in spiritual matters," Adventist
Review, June 16, 1994,4.
"I f we are to go to the expense of

building sanitariums in order that we may
work for the salvation of the sick and
amicted, we must plan our work in such a
way that those we desire to help wi II
receive the help they need. We are to do
all in our power for the healing of the
body; but we are to make the healing of
the soul of far greater importance. Those
who come to our sanitariums as patients
are to be shown the way of salvation, that
they may repent and hear the words: 'Thy
sins are forgiven thee; go in peace, and sin
no more.'" Testimonies, vol. 7,96.

An institution's success depends
largely upon its workers, and it cannot
provide that which its workers do not
personally possess and share. The pur-
poses and practices of any institution are
determined by the sum of the purposes
and practices of its individual workers.

U If ever there was a time when our
work should be done under the special
direction of the Spirit of God, it is now.
Let those who are living at their ease,

arouse. Let our sanitariums become what
they should be-homes where healing is
ministered to sin-sick souls. And this will
be done when the workers have a living
connection with the Great Healer." Coun-
sels on Health, 542.

"'Those who have no burning desire to
save souls are not the ones who should
connect with our sanitariums," Medical
Ministry, 191.
"In one hand they are to carry the

gospel for the rei iefof sin-burdened souls;
and in the other hand they are to carry
remedies for the relief of physical suffer-
ing. Thus they will be true medical mis-
sionaries for God." Ibid., 328.

"A work of reformation is to be car-
ried on in our institutions, Physicians,
workers, nurses, are to realize that they
arc on probation, on trial for their present

life, and for that life which measures with
the life ofGod. We are to put to the stretch
every faculty, every nerve and muscle, in
order to bring saving truth to the attention
of suffering humanity. This work must be
carried on in connection with the work of
saving the sick, Thcn the work will stand
forth before the world in the strength
which God designs it shall have." The
Kress Collection, 59.
"Every medical practitioner, whether

he acknowledges it or not, is responsible
for the souls as well as the bodies of his
patients. The Lord expects of us much
more than we often do for Him. Every
physician should be a devoted, intelligent
gospel medical missionary, familiar with
Heaven's remedy for the sin-sick soul as
well as with the science of healing bodily
disease." Medical Ministry, 31.

Sparks, M.D. I
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Some would follow a worldly fashion in the
drawing of their salaries; but the Lord does

not view matters as these men view them. He
views our duties and responsibilities in the light
of Christ's self-denying example.

"A special elTort should be made to
secure the services of conscientious, Chris-
tian workers. It is the purpose ofGod that a
health institution should be organized and
controlled exclusively by Seventh-day Ad-
ventists; and when unbelievers are brought
in to occupy responsible positions, an inOu-
ence is presiding there that will tell with
great weight against the sanitarium. God
did not intend that this institution should be
carried on aftenhe order ofany other health
institute in the land, but that it should be one
of the 1110st effectual instrumentalities in
His hands of giving light to the world. It
should stand forth with scientific ability,
with moral and spiritual power, and as a
faithful sentinel ofreform in all its bearings;
and all who act a part in it should be
reformers, having respect to its rules, and
heeding the light of health reform now
shining upon us as a people." Testimonies,
vol. 4, 556.

Brother Blair stated in his interview
with Myron Widmer (Advel1list Review,
June 2, 1994, 14) that labor expenses arc
the largest costs of our hospitals and that
this expense places "enormous pressure"
on those in the present highly competitive
atmosphere of acute health-care. God's
counsel regarding this aspect ofour health
institutions was that the health-care work-
ers were to be employees of the church.

"The gospel of Christ is to be bound
up with medical missionary work, and
medical missionary work is to be bound
up with the gospel ministry. The world
needs the efforts of medical missionaries
who are bound up with the gospel mes-
sage." Medical Millisfly, 252.

"Medical missionary work is not to be
drawn apart and made separate from church
organization." Testimonies. vol. 8, 164.

Counsel to a physician in perplexity
follows:
"You were apparently undecided as to

what you would do in the luture. I asked,
'Why arc you perplexed?' You repl ied, 'I
am perplexed in regard to what is the best
course for me to pursue.' Then One who
has authority stepped up to you and said:
'You are not your own. You have been
bought with a price. Your time, your
talents, every jot of your influence, is the
Lord's. You are His servant. Your part is
to do His bidding, and learn daily of Him.
You arc not to sct up in business for
yourself. This is not the Lord's plan. You
are not to unite with unbelievers in medi-
cal work. Neither is this the Lord's plan.
His word to you is, 'Be ye not unequally
yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with un-
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righteousness? and what communion hath
light with darkness? And what concord
hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath
he that believeth with an infidel? And
what agreement hath the temple of God
with idols? for ye arc the temple of the
living God; as God hath said, I will dwell
in them, and walk in them; and I will be
their God, and they shall be my people.'
2 Corinthians 6: 14-16.

.. You are to receive thc grace ofChrist,
the great Medical Missionary. His divine
wisdom will be given to you if you will
reluse to yield to the inclination to link up
with the world." Medk:al Minist})!, 44-45.

There is also counsel for teachers of
medical missionaries:

"Temptations will come to you to
think that in order to carry forward the
medical missionary work you must stand
aloof from church organization or church
discipline. To stand thus would place you
on an unsound footing. The work done for
those who come to you for instruction is
not complete unless they are educated to
work in connection with the church."
Coullsels 011 Health, 523.

Our health institutions would pres-
ently be much more competitive if their
administrators and health workers were in
line with Christ's self-denying example.

.. Let not the idea prevail for a moment
that a man's power to command high
wages is a measure of his value in the
sight of God as a worker." Selected Mes-
sages, book 2, 193.

"Some would follow a worldly fash-
ion in the drawing of their salaries; but the
Lord does not view matters as these men
view them. He vic\\'s our duties and re-
sponsibilities in the light of Chris!"s self-
denying example. The gospel must be so
presented to the world that precept and
example will harmonize.'· Ibid., 198.

.. Why should the Christian physician,
who is believing, expecting, looking, wait-
ing, and longing for the coming and king-
dom of Christ, when sickness and death
will no longer have power over the saints,

expect more pay for his services than the
Christian editor or the Christian minister?
He may say that his work is more wearing.
That is yet to be proved. Let him work as he
can endure it, and not violate the laws oflife
which he teaches to his patients. There arc
no good reasons why he should overwork
and receive large pay for it, more than the
minister or the editor. Let all who act a part
in the Institute and receive pay for their
services, act on the same liberal principle.
No one should be suO"cred to remain as
helper in the Institute who docs it simply for
pay. There arc those 01" ability who, for the
love of Christ, His cause, and the sulTering

followers of their Master, will lill stations
in that Institute faithfully and cheerfully,
and with a spirit or sacrifice. Those who
have not this spirit should remove and give
place to those who have it." Testimonies,
vol. 1,640-641.
"The Lord does not want anyone to

labor as His representative who follows the
wrong customs and practice of worldly
physicians in treating sutTering humanity.
Our physicians need to reform in the matter
of making high charges for critical opera-
tions. And the reform should extend farther
than this. Often an exorbitant fee is charged
for even small services. because physicians
are supposed to be governed in their
charges by the practices of worldly physi-
cians. There arc those who follow worldly
policy in order to accumulate means, as
they say, for God's service. But God does
not accept such oOerings. lie says, 'I hate
robbery for burnt alTering.' Isaiah 61 :8.
Those who deal unjustly with their fellow-
men while professing to believe My word,
I will judge for thus misrepresenting Me."
The Kress Collection. 59.

In the Adventist Revielv of April 21,
1994, the same associate editor, Myron
Widmer, wrote a report entitled "Is the
Golden Goose Sick?" and in the April 28,
1994, issue he followed with an editorial
entitled "The Golden Egg Syndrome."
The May 5, 1994. issue of the same
publication had a repon from the editor,



Strange principles, like evil leaven,
permeated nearly the entire body of

believers. Many ceased to deny self, and not a
few withheld their tithes and offerings.

William Johnsson, of an interview with
R. S. Folkenberg, and D. E. Robinson,
president and under-treasurer respec-
tively, of the General Conference. The
report was entitled "The State of the
Church's Finances." The purpose of these
three articles seemed to be to explain the
financial crisis resulting from tithe and
offerings in the North American Division
not keeping up with the loss in buying
power created by inflation and the in-
crease of church expenses due to church-
membership growth.

This tithe-and-ofTering shortfall has
resulted in Division-wide "painful cut-
backs ofpersonnel and programs in recent
years." Adventist Review. April 21, 1994,
12. Since the North American Division
has historically been "the golden-egg-Iay-
iog goose" (ibid.) for much of the world
church. the present financial shortfalls are
having serious effects upon the world
church.

In our search for solutions to our
financial difliculties as a church, it be-
hooves us to seek God's counsels as to the
cause or causes of such a problem. Ac-
cording to the following reference our
North American Division's shortfall in
tithes and offerings impacting adversely
the world church is undoubtedly the result
of the less than sacrificial remuneration
received by many Adventist hcalth-care
workers.

.. But in time a change came. The spirit
of sacrifice was not so manifest. In some of
our institutions the wages ofa few workers
was increased beyond reason. Those who
received these wages claimed that they
deserved agreater sum than others, because
of their superior talents. But who gave them
their talents, their ability? With the increase
of wages came a steady increase of covet-
ousness, which is idolatry, and a steady
decline of spirituality. Gross evils crept in,
and God was dishonored. The minds of
many who witnessed this grasping afler
higher and still higher wages, were leav-
ened with doubt and unbelief: Strange prin-

ciples, like evil leaven, permeated nearly
the entire body ofbelievers. Many ceased [0
deny self, and not a few withheld their
tithes and oflerings." Review and Herald.
January 4. 1906.

As a church we have lailed for many
decades to study out. to promote and to win
converts to God's plan for Ilis health work-
ers. This failure has resulted now in the
separation of the majority of Seventh-day
Adventist health workers from a sacri ficial,
denominational pay scale. This unfortunate
situation \\lith its resulting separation and
the 1989 General Conference Executive
Committee's approval ofyearly salaries up
to "nearly $150,000.00" for "top adminis-
lrators" ofNorth American Division hospi-
tals (Adventist Rel,jew, April 20, 1989, 6)
may very well be eggs ofcovetousness laid
by the "golden-egg-Iaying goose" that
have now hatched and are penneating
"nearly the entire body of believers."

In his editorial for June 16, 1994,
Brother Widmer found it "an enigma"
,"puzzling, inexplicable] that in spite of the
North American Adventist hospitals 01'-
I.ring "some of the latest medical ad-
vance possible anywherc;' that church
members still long for a return to the early
days of Battle Creek Sanitarium. We
should not be puzzled by a desire of our
members to sec a return to health-care
institutions operated in harmony with the
Lord's clear directives.

,. A wealth of moral influence has been
brought to us in the last half century.
Through his lIoly Spirit the voice of God
has come to LIS continually in warning and
instruction. to confinl1 the faith of the
believers in the Spirit of Prophecy. Repeat-
edly the word has come, Write the things
that I have given you to con lim' the faith of
my people in the position they have taken.
Time and trial have not made void the
instruction given, but through years of
suflering and self-sacrifice have estab-
lished the truth orthe testimony given. The
instruction that was given in the early days
of the message is to be held as safe instruc-

tion to lollow in these its closing days.
Those who are indifferent to this light and
instruction must not expect to escape the
snares which we have been plainly told will
cause the rejecters of light to stumble, and
fall, and be snared, and be taken." Review
and Herald, July 18, 1907.

In the same editorial Brother Widmer
points to the present-day health institu-
tions attempting to follow the "concept of
Battle Creek" Sanitarium (correctly iden-
tified by him as operated primarily by
self-supporting ministries) as evidence
that the concepts blessed then by God are
no longer financially viable today. He
states that "I I' they were profitable, the
world's business and medical institutions
(which in recent decades have been catch-
ing up to us in tenns of preventive medi-
cine) would be operating thousands of
such 'sanitarium-style' centers." Ibid ..
June 16, 1994,4.

We cannot sal'ely conclude that
supporting ministries, though obedient to
God's directives, will have the same de-
gree of success and blessing that the
organization would have had if she 100
had remained obedient. It may very well
be necessary to have a critical mass of
institutions and types ofworkers all work-
ing together in obedience to the Lord's
directives for there to be a more apparent
success.

On December 7, 190 I, Ellen White
wrote a letter to P. 1'. Magan who, with
E. A. Sutherland was attempting to imple-
ment the Lord's educational counsels by
moving the Battle Creek College to the
country selling of Berrien Springs, as well
as changing other educational practices
not in harmony with a '"Thus saith the
Lord." In this letter she explained the
principle that the obedience of the few
could not fully make up for the disobedi-
ence of the many.

.. How can finite man carry the burdens
of responsibility for this time? His people
have been far behind. Human agencies
under the divine planning may recover
something of what is lost because the
people who had great light did not have
corresponding piety, sanctification, and
zeal in working out God's specified plans.
They have lost to their own disadvantage
what they might have gained to the ad-
vancement of the truth if they had carried
out the plans and will of God. Man can not
possibly stretch over that gul I' that has been
made by the workers who have not been
following the divine Leader. We may have
to rcmain here in this world because of
insubordination many more ycars, as did
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I f we plan according to our own ideas, theLord will leave us to our own mistakes. But
when, after following His directions, we are
brought into strait places, He will deliver us.

B9£1:!J.!:7J';;;
!>cl"lll
.

For a Spirit of
Prophecy-based
overview of all as-
pects 0 f the Lord's
health work, order
Heave" 's Health
Service, by Vernon
Sparks. Price: US
$3.00. Please add
10% shipping
($1.50 minimum).
Washington residents add 7.6% sales tax.

the institution as solid as a rock upon the
principles of health refonn and other
points of the truth." The [Australasian}
Union Canference Record. July 21, 1899.

In seeking God's answers as to
whether we should continue operating our
present acute-care hospitals, we need to
prayerfully include the following inspired
counsels.

.. Better for the work to go crippled
than for workers who are not fully de-
voted to be employed. It is unconsecrated.
unconverted men who have been spoiling
the work of God. The Lord has no use
whatever for men who are not wholly
consecrated to His service." Medical
MinislIY. 207.
"The Saviour is inviting every one,

'Look unto Me, and live. Come unto Me,
and find rest.' Those who in meckncss
and love present the hope of the gospel to
afflicted souls so much in need of this
hope, are the mouthpiece oflhc One who
gave Himself for all mankind that He
might become a healer, a tender, sympa-
thetic, compassionate Saviour. Let every
means be devised to bring about the sav-
ing of souls in our medical institutions.
This is our work. If the spiritual work is
lell undone, there is no ncccssity of call-
ing upon our people to build thcse institu-
tions." Ibid., 191.

Indeed, the situation of our health-
care institutions today raises many per-
plexing questions. But it behooves us to
turn to a "Thus saith the Lord" for our
answers. Such an approach is both con-
structive and corrective rather than criti-
cal, as some tend to portray it. God's
work and His pcople deserve such an
approach. If we are truly repentant ofour
turning back from following Christ's di-
rectives in how to operate !-lis institu-
tions, we can then claim His promises
that lie will deliver us from our strait
circumstances. May thal be our desire
and experience is my prayer. 0

"The study of surgery and other medi-
cal science receives much attention in the
world, but the true science of medical
missionary work, carried forward as
Christ carried it, is new and strange to the
denominational churches and to the
world. But it will find its rightful place
when as a people who have had great
light, Seventh-day Adventists awaken to
their responsibilities and improve their
opportunities." Evangelism, 518.

"Self-denial and self-sacrifice are to
be shown. We are to work as Christ
worked, in simplicity and meekness, in

lowlincss and consecration. Thus we shall
be enabled to do a work distinct from all
other missionary work in our world."
Testimonies. vol. 8, 183-184.
"The purpose of our health institu-

tions is not first and foremost to be that of
hospitals. The health institutions con-
nected with the closing work of the gospel
in the canh stand for the great principles
of the gospel in all its fullness. Christ is
the One to be revealed in all thc institu-
tions connected with the closing work, but
none of them can do it so fully as the
health institution where the sick and suf-
fering come for relief and deliverance
from both physical and spiritual ailment.
Many of these need, like the paralytic of
old, the forgiveness of sin the first thing,
and they need to learn how to 'go, and sin
no more.' " Medical Minis/!)', 27-28.

"From the light I have received, I
know that if ever there was a country
where a sanitarium was needed it is New
South Wales, and I may say also. Victoria.
There is indeed a great necessity for such
an institution. The people say, 'But we
have our hospitals.' Some may go to the
hospitals and get benefit from the treat-
ment, but it would mean death for others
to go there. We should have a sanitarium
under our own regulations, that the truth
of God on health reform may be given to
the world. Those connected with such an
institution, who are being educated as
nurscs, should be trained to go fonh from

the children of Isracl. but for Christ's sakc,
His people should not add sin to sin by
charging God with the consequence oftheir
own wrong course ofaction." Spalding and
Magan Collection. 202.

To imply that because the world is not
operating thousands of "sanitarium-style"
centers proves that an obedient-to-God
Seventh-day Adventist organization could
not successfully operate such institutions is
to misrepresent how God blesses obedience
by faith of His chosen people. Those who
are brought into strait places by their obedi-
ence to the Lord's directives have the

promise of His deliverance. Those who
come to strait places because of disobedi-
ence do not have that assurance unless there
is an accompanying acknowledgment of:
and a turning away from, that disobedience.
"And when we are brought into strait

places, we arc to depend on God. We are
to exercise wisdom and judgment in every
action of life. that we may not, by reckless
movements, place ourselves in trial. We
are not to plunge into difficulties, neglect-
ing the means God has provided, and
misusing the faculties He has given us.
Christ's workers are to obey His instruc-
tions implicitly_ The work is God's, and if
we would bless others His plans must be
followed. Self cannot be made a center;
self can receive no honor. If we plan
according to our own ideas, the Lord will
leave us to our own mistakes. But when,
after following His directions, we are
brought into strait places, He will deliver
us. We are not to give up in discourage-
ment, but in every emergency we arc to
seek help from Him who has infinite
resources at His command. Often we shall
be surrounded with trying circumstances,
and then, in the fiillest confidence, we
must dcpend upon God. He will keep
every soul that is brought into perplexity
through trying to keep the way of the
Lord." The Desire ofAges. 369.

OUf medical missionary work was to
have been a distinct work from that of
other denominations and of the world.
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My Need ofa Saviour
CHRIST says. "Without me ye "an

do nothing. -, John 15:5. How
often have we spoken these words

and lacked understanding as to how they
apply to our in our every d•.lY experi-
ence! "Without mc"-wilhoUl an cvcr-
prc,cnl and abiding. ever-loving and
drawing Saviour-we can do nothing.

YOLI see. friends. we need a Saviour
not just LO !01:ft.i\'f! us of our sins (see
I John I :9), but a Sa, iour who Clifl and
lI'iII keep from entering into sin (sec
Jude 24) and who will clea1/se us from all

Sec I John I :9. BUll am
afraid that all 100 orten the se(fin LIS is the
ruling power. It is our se((lhal likes to be
in conlroL to make decisions ,lnel hold
opinions that strengthen our selfish na-
lure. We prefer me .Iir.\'t-l'J11 righl-lJly
way. Our self. outside of is natu-
rally agreeable to. and in harmony with.
the "power of darkness'" We arc told
"Unlcss wc do yield to the
l:olllrol of we shall be dominated
by the wicked one. It is not neccssary for
us deliberately to choose the sen ice of the
kingdom of darkness in order to come
undcr itl'! dominion. We have only 10
neglect to ally ourselves with the kingdom
of light."" Tire Desire a/Ages. 324. Allying
ourselves to Christ is the yielding of self
to His control. It is not a onctime oncc-

saved, always-saved surrender. Neither is
it a once-a-day submission. It is a 1110-

mCIll-bY-l11oment decision to yield self 10
the rulership of Jcsw. Christ. for without
Hin) we arc hopeless: but with Him "all
things arc possible:' Matthcw 19:26. All
emphasil,; supplied.

Why i., my need of a Saviour so great"?
Because I know how '\trong the selfin me
is, God is \howing me th<lt my failure is
coming from within. IL i.., nO( the trials and
circumstances that causc mc to fall. It b
Ilotmy husband misunderstanding me that
is the blame for my hurt fcelings. It is not
my child's actionthal is the reason for my
agitation, Neither is my problcm family.
friends. ncighbors. co-worker or the
church. The prohlem is that self is unsub-
ducd. and "while self is unsubducd. we
can find no rcst." Thl' Desire 336.

Pr<.lise God th;.11 He lovcs us enough to
show us whcre the real battle lies-in my
(our) own Mar" 7: 15 says.
''There is nothing from without a
that entcring into him C'1Il defile him: out
the things which come out of him. those
an: they that ddile thc man'"

Friends. how easy it is to i.l:'.sent with
this in theory-but in our practical every-
day experience we continue to believe and
act as if the problcm lies olltside of our-
selvcs. I well know this 10 bc true. That is

IAlane Waters I

why my need of a Saviour is real to IllC. J
havc prayed that I would not only be
forgiven of my sins. but that He would
also cleanse me from 0/1 IIllrigll1eofl.\'·
IIt'S,\-:' See I John I :9. And it been
through this desire. this prayer. lhat God is
answering in a mighty way to show me
where the real battle lics-II'ithill self
"Self is the enemy wc most need to fear:'
Mil1i.Hry of Healing. 485. The problem is
not the trials. circumstanccs or people
who enter illlo our day-thosc arc bu! the
vehicle.., or means, "God's workmen'"
Thoughts From the MOl/lit ofBlessing. 10.
They arc God's "chosen methods of disci-
pline. and His appointce! conditions or
success." (7/le Acts tIle Apo,\·tles. 524)
in refining Clnd purifying our characters,

arc nOl our encmy! They arc notlhe
battle! The \I'arj'are is agaillst sell

This warfare is bccause it deals
with the "moa In Tile Set'e11l1l-
day Alh'elllisl Bible Co""nclltlu".': vol. 7A.
962. we arc told our prohlem i\ lhreefold:
.\'l'({·deceptiof1. se/f·ju,\·tijicatiol1 and self-
IOl'e (pride). It is because of these sources
that self is tenaciously strong. I have seen

7''111 lind Alw/(' H¥l1er.\, ofRe.Horaliofl Interna-
lional. !in' ill EUH'kli. MT. and "m'e de,!ic:ared
Iheir 'h'es}i'" lime to reachillg (Iff people lI'ir"
Ihl! prtlc-'li('(1! 8ospef.
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Branches do not have their own roots, but
rather are connected to the vine. We must

be severed from the roots of self and grafted
into Christ that we may bring forth His fruits.

Thcn olT the main or taproot there arc
usually a few secondary roots, also very
large and strong. That is why Jesus said, "I
am the vine, ye are the brdnches," John
15:5. Branches do not have their own
roots, but rather are connectcd to the vine.
We must be severed from the roots of sclf
and grafted il1lo Chrisl that we may bring
larth lIis Ifuits. We may IIJ' to lop olTugly
branches and bad fruit. We may endeavor
to hide them in the laliage of other
branches. But unless we arc willing to bc
severed from self and grafted lo Christ,
the roots orself will strengthen and grow
deeper. If they arc left intact we will be

that these roOts lie at the very foundation pOSItIOn, but I yielded myself fully to
of my failures. I would like to share with Christ to be my Saviour, and in His power
you some personal experiences illustrat- humbled myself before my husband and
ing this trulh clearly. They have been the friends. I confessed my faull, and asked
means by which I have seen my own self their forgiveness H'i/huul making any ex-
honestl). They have helped me to under- ellses. It \\as then that I had peace. And it
stand morc fully why I have such a great look the pou'er a/God to accomplish it.
need of Jesus as my Saviour. As I thought back over this experience

SFI.F·DECEPTIO : "The heart is deeeit- I realized that even before I spoke those
ful above all things, and desperately words In) Saviour had called to me to not
wicked: who can know itT' Jeremiah say the thoughts that were running
17:9. through my mind. We have a faithful

SEIF-JUSTlFlCAIiO : "And he [Jesus] Saviour who is trying to save us from sin
said unto them, Ye arc they which justify and to cleanse us from within. We arc laid.
yoursdvcs before men; but God knoweth. -.J"Christ is ever sending messages to those
your hcarts: for that which is highly cs- who listen for Ilis voice:" Minijll)' 0/
teemed among men is abomination in the Healing. 509. At that time when the mes-
sight of God." Luke 16:15. sage to be saved from selfeame, I was so

SEt.F-I.DVE(I'Rll)E): "The pride of thine busy thinking about .,elf and what I
heart hath deceived thee." Obadiah 3. wanted to say that I deceived myself into

One beautiful summer afternoon we thinking that it was all right to speak.
were silting by the pond in our backyard After all what I had to say was true,
visiting with some friends. As we were therefore I justified myself into going
talking, the name of a family whom we all ahead. The Lord showed me that the real
knew came up. They were not present. issue was the love self. the pride in my
Aller a few minutcs in conversation I own heart making me want to be viewed
shared something Ihat was true about our by our friends as having done my "Chris-
experience with this family and about tian dUly" 10 this other family.
their response to us. No sooner had I Se(/:Iove is the root of our problem.
linished talking when I had the Dvcr- It is the love 0/ se(( that leads us to
whelming conviction that what I said was se(j:decep/iol'/ and selljus/{(ica/ion. I
not necessary. (I had prayed that morning liken selfclove to the rootofa vine (or any
that I would be kepi by my Saviour.) God plant). There is always a taproot or main
is faithful-lie was calling to me to live root from which all other roots branch.
by Ilis Word.

Philippians 4:8 says: "'Whatsoever
things are true, whatsoever things are
honesl. whatsoever things are just, what-
soever lhings are pure, whatsoever things
are lovely, whatsoever things are of good
report." think and speak on these things.
Arc the words we are speaking about
someone else making us look good to the
person we are sharing with? Are lhe
words belittling needlessly the other per-
son? Are our words going to change the
way the person we are speaking to will
vicw lhe other person? We need to exam-
ine carefully lhe motives for what \o\c
share Wilh others.

YOLI sec, friends, I needed a Saviour-
first for forgiveness for speaking my own
words, and second, to give me the power
to overrule my nalural nature to jus/ijj:
myselj; because what I had said was true.

As I heard (in my conscience) my
Saviour call to me, I knew in my heart that
lie had a better way lar Ihe discussion to
go, I realized I needed to confess before
my friends that what I had shared was
inappropriale and unnecessary. Se(j' was
templed to excuse. jlls/if'l and de/end its

consumed with them when Christ comes
and the glory of lIis righteousness burns
up anything remaining of sin.

Oh, friends, are we really willing to
have all of the self-deception. self-justifi-
cation and self-love removed from us here
and now? Christ wants to be our Saviour
to cleanse us fully and completely while
there yet remains time.

One hot summer aftemoon I was in
town with my lhree children getting sup-
plies for our home. We had just come out
of a slore and I was carrying a sack with
two oil filters for our Bronco. These were
thc large heavy oil filters used in trucks.
JUSl as we got lo the truck door I thoughl
10 hand the sack to one of my children
who I felt needed a little more practical
responsibility in handling things carefully.
My thought was to let him hold Ihe sack
while I unlocked the door. At the very
moment that I handed the sack 10 my child
I had a nash thoughl that "something is
going to go wrong"; and it did! Right then
and there, at that very moment. the sack of
oil fillers fell and smashed my loes. The
pain was awful!

At that moment, Iriend, I needed a
Saviour, because at that moment when
scI f was wounded, sci rwanted to rise up
and take over. The "battle" was on, the
wrestling inside as to who would rule. I
spoke no words at that point. I opened the
door lor my children who could see I was

Slruggling. Then I walked around to the
other side of the truck, got in, shut the
door, started the mOLOr and opened my
mouth. What poured forth were not the
words or spirit of my Saviour who was
trying to keep me. They were the words of
self I thought that my children must be
corrected for their carelessness, especially
since I had specifically chosen this oppor-
llmity to help them grow in that area. I did
nOl yell. I did not curse. I did not even use
bad words. I did not have to. but the
message wns loud and clear. They were
being chastised with my frustration and
irritation. You sec, friends, I just/eil thai if
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Fall 1994 Camp Meetings
You are cordially invited to attend the following camp meehngs. It is our desire that

these meetings wi" be on encouragement to God's remnant people.

Camp Meetings Sponsored by Hope International
For more information. call Hope International at (206) 832-6602

August 11-14 Douglasville. Georgia
August 25-27 Hendersonville. North Carolina

September 15-18 Angelus Oaks. California
September 22-25 Augusta. New Jersey
October 14-23 New England (Locot;ontobeonnouncedl

Hope International Speakers Will Also Be at These Camp Meetings
For more information. call Hartland Institute at (703) 672·3100

August 2-7 Rapidan. Virginia
October 5-9 Collegedale. Tennessee

You are also invited to the Truth Triumphant Ministries Camp Meeting
For more information. call (604) 379-2708 or 379-2590

August 10-14 Falkland. British Columbia

This article is taken from the audio
series The Work 1hol Lies Nearest. This
series may be ordered from Tom and
i\ lane Waters, I 100 Sherman Cr. Rd..
Eureka, MT 59917. lor $16.00.

mind and allowed Ilim to guide me
through the entire situation. I had no
disposition to want to "set my child
straight. ,. I wanted only the peace and rest
that comes from my heart being under the
contra! of Chris!. My children. who felt
very bad, had to suner no wrath from
mother. and they saw how it was to be
kept with Jesus through the "little trials"
of the day. What a blessing this experience
has been to our entire family!

Oh. fricnds. that we could realize our
need of a Saviour to keep us in all things,
through the entire day. not just to forgive
us, but to cleanse us from the sin and self
that remain within! Let us individually
examine our own hearts in the light of
God's Word. and let us question our mo-
tives and evel)! action of our lives. See
Testimunies. vol. 5, 610.

Jesus says: "A new hean also will I
give you: and a new spirit willi put within
you: and I will lake away tho stony hean
out of your nesh, and I will give you a
hean of nesh:· Ezokiel 36;26. I f we arc
willing. our Saviour will warn us as we
are tempted to enter into se!fdeception
and se(/-jl/st(/icatir)f/ or our se((-
Love. lie longs to transform us so that our
old ways of acting and reacting are re-
placed by consciolls choices to maintain
our vital connection to Him through every
trial and tCI!!£tation. That is why we need
a Saviour.' U

can never remove Ii'om l11y children's
minds the picture of myself in control (or
should I say out of control). But my
Saviour has used this experience to paint
in my mind a very real and vivid picture of
my need for Ilim. It served as a lesson for
me: and my children that we need Jesus in
everything, regardless of ho\\ small a
thing we may be doing, even to buying oil
filters. They have seen that without Christ
the things can tum into big ones, lor

we C,mnot serve self and Chrisl at
same time. Sec Luke 16: 13.

I am thankful we have a Saviour who
longs not only to forgive us ofour sins but
also la cleanse us from all unrighteous-
nesS. Seo I John I :9. lie will, because of
His love ror us, bring us over the same
ground again and give us opportunity to
have full victory in Ilim. Sec PCltriarchs
and Prophets. 437. The ncxt time instead
of two oil filters, it was a three-gallon
water cooler full of water that landed on
my fool. The pain was of far greater
intensity, but so was my realization of my
need of a Saviour. Immediately I surren-
dered all the temptations that nooded my

I could express "'.1',ell1 would "feel bet-
ter." Rut as I began to do so, I felt wOrse.
Why? Because "while self is unsubdued,
we can find no rcst." 711e Desire ofAges,
336. There is no peace. And I had no
peace. Self-rule did not bring me relief; I
did not feel better. I felt worse.

Praise God, we have an ever-loving.
ever-dra\\ ing and pleading Saviour who
wanlS to redeem us from the power of sin
and to live wilhin. Christ continued to call

Oh, friends, that we could realize our need
of a Saviour to keep us in all things,

through the entire day, not just to forgive us,
but to cleanse us from the sin and self that
remain within!

10 my heart even in the midst army turmoil.
Even as I was speaking to my child He was
eamestly bidding me. "Let go of sell:·' I
heard Ilis call and realized my awful
tion. Immediately I yielded to His control.
Oh, thai I had surrendered the first time
when lie warned me orthc trial, and in the
first momcnts of the battle when lie was
pleading with my stubbom heart. "Let Me
rule"!

At the vcry instant I was willing to let
myself be yielded to llim, He gave me
true repentancc, and brokenly I humbled
myself before all three of my children
who had tears running down their little
checks. I told them how sorry--<lh, how
5011)'-1 lor not IcHing Jesus be my
Saviour. I thcn asked their forgiveness
which they gladly gave and \\C prayed
together. It was here, friends. that I had
real peace_ It was the rest I wanted from
the very beginning. Ilowever, I had been
se(f-deceil-ed into thinking I could handle
it and would fecI better by chastising my
children. You sec. I had justified self by
saying the i;tccidCnl was their fault and that
correction was needed.

As the wrestling was going on in my
own hean before I spoke, I felt I had a
"good reason" to Ix upset, and I rational-
ized my se({-just({ication because the Ion!
[or selfwas wounded both physically and
emotionally. Il was my love for self, my
desire to lel self be in control that brought
the se({-deceptiol1 of feeling betlcr to let it
out.

Oh. friends. I can never take back
those unlovely. unkind. scllish words. I
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Moses and Aaron
U PON Mount HOI" Aaron died and

was buried. Moses.
brother. and Eleazar. his SOil. ac-

companied him. The painful duty was laid
upon Moses to remove from his brother
Aaron the sacerdotal robes and place
them upon Eleazar. for God hud said
should succeed Aaron in the priesthood.
Moses and Eleazar witnessed the death of
Aaron: and Moses buried him in the
moun!. This scene upon Mount Hor car-
ries OUf minds back and connects it with
some of the mOSI striking in the
life of Aaron.

Aaron was a man of amiable disposi-
tion. whom God selected to sland with

Moses and speak for him. in short. to be a
mouthpiece for Moses. God might have
chosen Aaron as leader: but He who is
acquainted with hCi.lI1S. who ulldcrsrands
character. knew Ihal Aaron was yielding.
and lacked Illoral courage tu stand in
defense of the right under all circulll-
stances. irrespective of consequences.
Aaron's 10 have the goodwill of the
people sometimes led him to commit
great wrongs. He too frequently yielded to
their entreaties. and in so doing dishon-
ored God. The same want of standing
firmly for the right in his family resulted
in the death of two of his sons. Aaron
cminent for piety and lIsefulness. but he

neglected to dbcipline his family. R::nhcr
than perform the task of requiring respect
and rcverence of his sons, he allowed
them to follow their inclinations. He did
not thcm in self-denial. but
yielded to their wishes. They were no!
disciplincd to respect and reverencc pa-
rental authority. The father was the proper
ruler of his own family as 10l1g as he lived.
His authority was 1101 to cven after
his children wcre grown up and had fami-
lies of their own. God Himself was the
Monarch of the nation. ill1d from the
people He claimed obediencc and honor.

The order and prosperity of the king-
dom depended upon the good order of the
church. And the prosperity. harmony. and
order of the church were dependent upon
the good order and Ihorough discipline of
families. God punishes the unfaithfulncss
of parents to whom He has intrusted the
duty to maintain the principles of parental
governmcnt. which lie at the foundation of
church discipline. and the prosperity of the
nation. One undisciplined child has fre-
quently marred the peace and hannony of
Ihe church. and incited to munnuring and
rebellion a nation. God has enjoined. in the
IllOst solemn manner, upon children their
dUly 10 affl;ctionmely respect and honor
their parents. God required. 011 the other
hand. of parents to train up their children.
and with unceasing diligence to educiltc
them in regard to the claims of His law. and
to instruct them in the knowledge and fear
of God. The,e injunctions which God laid
with so much solemnity upon the Jews. rest
with equal weight upon Christian parents.
Those who neglect the light and instruction
given of God in His Word. in regard to
training their children ancl commanding
their household ahcr thcm. will have a
fearful "lccount to settle. Aaron's criminal
neglect to command respect and reverencc
of his :-;ons resulted in their death.

God di!-.tinguished Aaron in choosing
him and his male posterity for thc priest-
hood. His ministered in the sacred
office. Nadab and Abihu failed to rever-
ence the cOlllmund of God. LO offcr sacred
rire upon their censers with the incense
before Him. God had forbidden them to
use the common fire to present beforc
Him with thc incense. upon pain of death.

Here was !'Ieen the result of loose
discipline. As Aaron's had not been
educated to respect and reverence the
command:.- of their fmhcr. as they disre-
garded parental authority. they did not
realize the necessity of explicitly follow-
ing the requircmeIlls or God. When in-
dulging their appetite for wine. while

IEllen G. White
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Aaron had to learn that gentle remonstrance,
without exercising, with firmness, parental

restraint, and his imprudent tenderness toward
his sons, were cruelty in the extreme.

under its exciring stimulus their reason
was beclouded. They could not discern
the difference between the sacred and the
Common. Contrary to God's express di-
rection they dishonored Him by offering
common fire instead of sacred. God vis-
ited them with His wrath-fire went fonh
from His presence and destroyed them.

Aaron bore his severe afniction with
patience and humble submission. Sorrow
and kecn agony wrung his soul. He was
convicted of his neglect of duty. He was
priest of the Most High God. to make
atonement for the sins of the people. He
was priest of his household. yet he had
been inclined to pass over the folly of his
children. He neglected his duty to train
and educate his children to obedience.
self-denial, and reverence for parental
authority. Through feelings of misplaced
indulgence he failed to mold the charac-
ters of his children with high reverence for
eternal things. Aaron did not see any more
than many Christian parents nOw see Lhat
their misplaced love and the indulgence of
their children in wrong, is prcparing them
for the certain displeasure of God. and for
His wrath to break forth upon them to
their destruction.

While Aaron neglected to exercise his
authority. the justice of God awakened
against them. Aaron had to learn that
gentle remonstrance. without exercising,
with firmness. parental restraint. and his
imprudent tenderness toward his sons,
were cruelty in the extreme. God lOok the
work of justice into His own hands and
destroyed the sons or Aaron.

When God called for Moses to come up
into tbe mountain, it was six days before he
w,",s received into the cloud. to the il11l11cdi·
ate presence of God. The top of the moun-
tain was all aglow with the glory of God.
And even while the children of Israel had in
their very the glory of God upon the
l110unt. unbelief was so natural to them.
because Moses was absent they begun to
murmur with discontent. While lhe glory of
God signified His sacred presence upon the

and their leader was in close
converse with God, they should have been
sanctifying themselves to God by close
searching of hean, humiliation, and godly
fear. God had left Aaron and Hur to take the
place of Moses. The people were to consult
und advise with these men of God's ap-
pointment in the absence of Moses.

Here Aaron' s deficiency as a leader or
governor of Israel was seen. The people
beset hi 111 to make them gods to go before
them into Egypt. Here was an opportunity
for Aaron to show his fRith and unwaver-

ing confidence in God. and in firmness
and with decision meetlhe proposition or
the people. But the natural love of Aaron
to please. and to yield to the people. led
him to sacrifice the honor of God. He
requcsted them to bring their ornaments to
him, and he wrought out for them agolden
calf. and proclaimed before the people.
"'These be thy gods. 0 Israel. which
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt."
Exodus 32:4. And to thi$ god.
Aaron made an altar. and proc.:laimed on
the morrow a feast to the Lord. All re-
straint seemed to be removed from the

people. They offered hurnt-offerings to
the golden call'. and a of levity took

of them. They ate. they drank.
and rose up to play. They indulged in
shameful rioting and drunkenness.

A few weeks only had passed since they
had made a solemn covenant with God to
obey His voice. They had listened to the
words orGad's law. spoken in awful gran-
deur from Sinai's moun!. amici thundcrings
and lightnings and earthquakes. They had
heard the declaration from the lips of God
Himself. "I am the Lord thy God. which
have brought thee out of the land of Egypt.
out of the house of bondage. Thou shah
have no other gods before me. ThOll shalt
not make unto thee any graven image. or
any likeness of anything that is in heaven
above, or that is in the earth beneath. or that
is in the water under theeaJ1h: thOll shalt nOt
bow down thyself to them. nor serve them:
for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God.
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children unto the third and fOUl1h genera-
tion of thcm that hale me; and showing
mcrcy unto thousmlds of them that love me
ancl keep my commandments." Exodus
20:2-6.

Aaron had been exalted. also his sons.
in being called intO the mount. to there
witnes5 Lhe glory of God... And they saw
the God of Israel: and there was under his
feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire
stone. and as it were the body of heaven in
his clearness." Exodus 24: 10.

God had appointed Nadab and Abihu to
a sacred work: therefore He honored
them in amost wonderful manner. Gael gave
them a view of His excellent glory. that the
scenes they should witness in the mount
would abide upon them. and the bettcr qual-
ify them to minister in His service, and render
to Him that exalted honor and reverence
before the people, which would give them
clearer conceptions of His chamcter. and
awaken in them due obedience and reverence
for all His requirements.

Moses. before he left his people for
the mount, read to them the of the

covenant God had made with them. and
they with one voice answered..• All that
the Lord hath said will we do, and be
obedient." Exodus 24:7. How great must
have been the sin of Aaron. how aggravat·
ing inlhc sight or Ged!

While Moses was receiving thc lawaI'
God in the mount. the Lord informed him
or the sin or rebellious Israel. and requested
him to let thcm go, that he might destroy
them But Moses plead before God for the
people. Although Moses was the meekest
man that lived, yet. when the interests orthe
people were at st<lkc over whom God had
appointed him as leader. he loses his natural
timidity, and with singular persistency and
wonderful boldness. pleads with God for
Israel. He will not consent that God shall
destroy His people. although God promised
that in their destruction He would exalt
Moses. and raise up a better people than
Israel. Moses prevailed. God granted his
earnest petition not to biOI out His people.
Moses took the tables of the covenant, t.he
law ofTen Commandments, and descended
from the mount. The boisterous. dnll1ken
revelry of the chilclren of Israel reached his
ears. long before he came to the camp of
Israel. When he saw their idolauy. and that
they had broken in a most marked manner
the words of the covenant. he bectllne
overwhelmed with grief and indignation at
their base idOlatry. Confusion ancl shame
011 their accoullt took possession or him.
and he there threw down the tables and
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UadAaron ... met the intimation ofthe people for
I"lhim to make them gods to go before them to
Egypt, with the just indignation and horror their
proposition deserved; ... he would have had influence
with the people to prevent a terrible apostasy.

broke them. As the) had broken their
covenant with God, Moses. in breaking the
tables, signified to them, so. also, God had
broken His covenant with them. The tables,
whereupon was written the law of God,
were broken.

Aaron, with his amiable disposition, so
very mild and pleasing, sought to conciliate
Moses. as though no very great sin had been
committed by the people that he should feel
thlls deeply over. Moses asked in anger.

.. What did this people unto thee. that thou
hast brought so great a sin upon them'?"
Exodus 32;21. .. And Aaron said, Let not
lhe anger ormy lord wax hot: thou knowest
the people, thaI they are set on misehief. For
they said unto me, Make us gods, which
shall go before us: for as for this Moses, the
man that brought us up out of the land of
Egypt, we wot not what is become of him.
And I said unto them, Whosoever hath any
gold. Ict them break it ofT. 0 they gavc it
me: then I cast it into the fire. and there
came out this calr" Verses 22-24.

Aaron would have Moses think" that
some wonderful miracle had transtormed
their golden ornaments into the shape of a
calf. He did not relate to Moses that he
had, with other workmen, wrought out
this image,

Aaron had thought that Moses had
been too unyielding to the wishes of the
people. And ifhe had been less linn, less
decided at times; if he had made a com-
promise with them, and gmtilicd their
wishes, he would have had less trouble.
and there would have been more peace
and harmony in the camp of Israel. He.
therefore. had bcen trying this ncw policy.
lie carried alit his natural temperament of
yielding 10 the wishes of the people. to
save dissatisfaction and preserve their
goodwill, and thereby prevent a rebellion,
which he thought would ccnainly come if
he withstood their wishes. But had Aaron
stood unwaveringly lor God; had he met
the intimation of thc people for him to
makc thcm gods to go belore them to
Egypt, with the just indignation and
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ror their proposition desen,cd; had he
cited them to the lerrors of Sinai, \vhere
God had spoken His law in such glory and
majest); had he reminded them of their
solemn covenant with God to obey all He
should command them; had he told them
that he 1V0uid notat the sacrifice of his life
yield to their entreaties. he would have
had innuenee with the people to prevent a
terrible apostasy. But when his inOuencc
was required to be used in the right direc-

tion in the absence of Moses. when he
should have stood as lIrm and unyielding
as did Moses to prevent them from pursu-
ing a course of sin, his inOuence was
exerted on the wrong side. He was power-
less to make his inOuencc lclt in vindica-
tion of God's honor in keeping His holy
law. But on the wrong sidc he had swayed
a powerful innuence. lie directed, and the
people obeyed. When Aaron took the first
step in the wrong direction, the spirit
which had aetuated the people imbued
him, and he took the lead, and directed as
a general, and the people were singularly
obedient. Ilere Aaron gave decided sanc-
tion to the most aggravating sins, because
it was attended with less dirtieulty than to
stand in vindication of the right. When hc
swerved from his integrity in giving sanc-
tion to the people in their sins. he seemed
inspired with decision, earnestness. and
zeal, nc\\ to him. His timidity seemed
suddenly to disappear. He sei7ed the in-
struments to work out the gold into the
image of a calr \\'ith a 7.eal he had never
manifested in standing in of the
honor or God against wrong. He ordered
an altar to be built, and with assurance,
worthy of a better cause, he proelaimed to
the people that 011 the morrow would be a
feast to the Lord. The trumpeters took the
word from the mouth of Aaron and
sounded the proclamation from company
to company of the armies of Israel.

Aaron's calm assurance in a \Hong
course gave him greater influence than
Moses eould have had in leading them in
a right course, and subduing their rebcl-

lion. What terrible spiritual blindness had
come upon Aaron that he should put light
for darkness, and darkness for Iight! What
presumption in him to proclaim a feast to
the Lord over their idolatry of a golden
image! Ilere is seen the power that Satan
has over minds that arc not fully con-
trolled by the Spirit of God. Satan had set
up his banner in the midst of Israel, and it
was exalted as the banner of God.

"These," said Aaron (without hesita-
lion or shame), "be Lh) gods, 0 Israel,
"hich brought thee up out of the land of
Eg) pI." Exodus 32;,\. Aaron innuenced the
children ol"lsrael to go to greater lengths in
idolatry than had entered their minds. They
were no longer troubled lest the burning
glory like flaming fire upon the mount had
eonsumed their leader. They thought they
had a general who just suited them. They
were ready to do anything he suggested.
They offered peace offerings. and sacri-
ficed to their golden god, and gave
selves up to pleasure. rioting, and
ness. They were then decided in their own
minds that it was not because they \\ere
wrong, that they had so much trouble in the
wilderness; but the dinlculty, after all, was
with their leader. lie was not a right kind of
a man. lie was laO unyielding, and was .--'"
continually keeping their sins before them,
warning and reproving them, and
ing them with God's displeasure. A new
order of things had come, and they" ere
pleased with Aaron, and pleased with them-
selves. They thought if Moses had only
been as amiable and mild as Aaron, what
peace and halmony would have prevailed
in the camp of Israel! They cared not now
whether Moses ever came down Irom the
mount or not.

When Most:s saw the idolatry of Is-
rael, and his indignation was so i.Irouscd at
their shameful lorgetfulness of God, that
he threw down the tables of stone and
broke them, Aaron stood meekly by. bear-
ing the censure of Moses \\ ith
able patience. The people \\ere charmed i./
with Aaron's lovely spirit, and were
gusted with Moses' rashness. But God
seeth nol as man seeth. Ilc condcmned not
the ardor and indignation ur Moscs
against the base apostasy of Isral.: I.

The true general then takes his posi-
tion lor God. He has comc direct from the
presence of the Lord, where he pled wilh
lIim to tum a\.\ay His \\rath from His
erring people. Now he has another work
to do as God's minister, to vindicate Ilis
honor belore the people, and let them see
lhat sin is sin. and righteousness is right-
eousness. lie has a work to do to countcr-



Those who in harmony with God, and
through faith in Him, receive strength to

resist wrong, and stand in defense of the right,
will always have severe conflicts, and will
frequently have to stand almost alone.

act the telTible inlluence of Aaron. "Then
Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and
said, Who is on the Lord's side? let him
come unto me. And all the sons of Levi
gathered themselves together unto him.
And he said unto them, ThLis saith the
Lord God of Israel, Put every man his
sword by his side, and go in and out from
gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay
eyery man his brother, and every man his
companion, and every man his neighbour.
And the children of Levi did according to
the word of Moses: and there fell 01' the
people that day about three thousand men.
For Moses had said, Consecrate your-
selves today to the Lord, even every man
upon his son, and upon his brother; thal he
may bestow L1pon you a blessing this
day." Verses 26-29.

Here Moses defines genuine consecra-
tion as obedience to God, to stand in
vindication of the right. and to show a
readiness to carry out the purpose of God
in the 1110St unpleasant duties, showing the
claims of God are higher than the claims
of friends, or the lives of the nearest
relatives. The sons of Levi consecrated
themselves to God to execute lIis justice
against crime and sin.

Aaron and Moses both sinned in not
giving glory and honor to God at the
waters of Meribah. They were both wea-
ried and provoked with the continual
complaining of Israel, and at a time when
God was to mercifully display His glory
to the people to soften and subdue their
heans and lead them to repentance. Moses
and Aaron claimed the power of opening
the rock for them. H I-lear now, ye rebels;
must we fetch you water out of this
rock?" Numbers 20: IO. Here was a gold-
en opportunity to sanetify the Lord in their
midst, to show them the long-suffering of
God and Ilis tender pity for them. They
had murmured against Moses and Aaron
because they could not find vvater. Moses
and Aaron took these rnurmurings as a
great lrial and dishonor to them. They
forgot that it was God whom they were
grieving. It was God they were sinning
against and dishonoring, not they who
were men appointed of God to carry out
His purposc. They were insulting their
best Friend in charging their calamities
upon Moses and Aaron; they were mur-
muring at God!::; providence.

This sin of these noble leaders was
great. Their lives might have been illustri-
ous to the close. They had been greatly
exalted and honored; yet God does not
excuse sin in those in exaltcd position,
any sooner than in the more humble.

Many proressed Christians look upon
men who do nOt reprove and condemn
wrong as men or piety, and Christians
indeed, while men who sland boldly in the
defense or right, and will not yield their
integrity to unconsecrated inn uences,
they think lack piety and a Christian spirit.

Those who stand in delense of the
honor of God, and maintain the purity or
truth at any cost, will have manifold trials.
as did our Saviour in the wilderness of
temptation. The yielding temperaments,
who have not courage to condemn wrong,
but keep silent when their influence is
needed to stand in the defense of right
against any pressure, may avoid many
heartaches, and escape many perplexities,
and lose a vcry rich reward, irnot their own
souls.

Those who in harmony with God, and
through faith in Him, receive strength to
resist wrong, and sland in delense of the
right! will always have severe conflicts, and
will frequently have to stand almost alone.
But precious victories will be theirs while
they make God their dependence. His grace
will be,their strength. Their moral sense
will be keen. clear, and sensitivc. Their
moral powers will be equal to withstand

wrong inlluenccs. Their integrity, like that
of Moses, of the purest character.

The mild and yielding spirit ofAaron to
please the people, blinded his eyes to their
sins, and to the enormity of the crime he
was sanctioning. His course in giving
enec to wrong and sin in Israel cost the lives
of three thousand men. The course of
Moses, in what contrast! Atter he had
evideneed to the people that they could not
trine with God with impunity; after he had
shown them the just displeasure ofGod for
their sins, in giving the terrible decree to
slay friends or relatives who persisted in
their apostasy, after the work of justice to
turn away the wrath ofGod, irrespective or
their feelings ofsympathy for loved li-iends
and relatives who continued obstinate in
their rebcll ion, Moses was now prepared
for another work. He evidenced who was

the true Friend ofGod! and the fi'iend of the
people.

"And it came to pass on the mon'Ow,
that Moses said unto the people, Ye have
sinned a grcat sin: and now Iwill go up unto
the Lord; peradventure I shall make an
atoncment ror your sin. And Moses re-
turned unto the Lord, and said, Oh. this
people have sinned a great sin, and have
made thclll gods of gold. Yet now, if thOll
wilt forgive their sin-; and irnot, blot me,
I pray thce, out oFthy book which thou hast
written. And the Lord said unto Moses,
Whosoever hath sinned against me, him
will I blot out of my book. Therefore now
go! lead the people untO the place orwhich
I have spoken unto thee: behold, mine
Angel shall go before thee: nL:vcrtheless in
the day when I visit I will visit their sin
upon them. And the Lord plagued the
people, because they made lhe calf, which
Aaron made." Verses 30-35.

Moses supplicated God in behalf of
sinning Israel. He did not try to lessen their
sin before God. He did not excuse them in
their sin. He frankly acknowledged they
had sinned a great sin, and had made them
gods of gold. Then he loses his timidity,
and the interest of Israel is so closely

intelwoven with his Ii fe! that he comes wilh
boldness to God, and prays for I-lim [0

forgive His people. If their sin, he pleads, is
so great that God cannOt forgive them, if
their names must be blotted from His book,
he prayed the Lord to blot out his name
also. When the Lord renewed His promise
to Moses, that His Angel should go before
him in leading the people to the Promised
Land, Moses knew that his request was
granted. 8tH the Lord assured Moses that ir
He was provoked to visit the people ror
their transgressions, I-Ie would surely pun-
ish them for this grievous sin also. If they
were heneelorth obedient, I-Ie would blot
out this great sin out of His book. 0
Review and Herald. July 29, 1873.
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Dowsing: Divine orDevilish?
by Kathie Bartholomew

To many Christians, water dowsing (water witching) is an innocent,
scientific method which may be used to locate water, perhaps to determine
where to dig a well. However. in this I8-page booklet the author concisely
presents evidence which will stimulate discussion and warn of the dangers
of dowsing.
Questions addressed in this booklet include "Is dowsing a manifestation of
occultism. a scientific phenomenon. or a divine gift?" 'What light do the
Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy shed on this subject?·, "Is Grandpa's favorite hobby safeT
Order one or more copies ofDowsing: Divine or Devilish from Hope International for only US $1.50 per copy.

What Is the Church?
by Ron Spear

ill the foreword to Ron Spear's book on this controversial topic, Colin
Standish writes: "For many there are serious doubts as to whether the

J Seventh-day Adventist Church, as presently organized. will go through to
the kingdom of heaven. There are those who believe that we should separate
completely from the church. Some believe that a new organization needs to
be established. There are others who believe that the church has reached
such a state that it is now a partaker of Babylon. and therefore khabod' has

been written across its portals. Others, though recognizing the terrible apostasy in the
Seventh-day Adventist Church, still believe that this church. thoroughly shaken and sifted
until every apostate has been removed, is the church that will go through to glory....
'The fragmentation of the clear meaning of the church has led to further division among the
remnant whom God is drawing to Himself. In this book, Elder Ron Spear seeks to paint a clear
picture of what the church is. He uses for his brush the Bible and the Spilit of Prophecy.... [
trust that as each reader considers the testimony of Inspiration, he will come to the
conclusion mandated by a careful study of the Word."
Order your copy ofWhat [s the Chw'ch? for justUS $3.50.

Discount 25% for 10 or more copies ofone title. Please add 10% shipping ($1.50 minimum).
Washington residents please add 7.6% sales tax. ,

I'

"

Hope International
P.o. Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328

Address Corn::ction Requested
Forwarding and Return Postage Guaranteed

Nonprofit Drg

U.S. Poslage
Paid
IIOPI'

IN ITRNA"IONAI


