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Editorial

DEAR Friends in Christ:
I am wriLing Lhis ediLorial from the

island of lona orr the coast of Scotland.
This piece ofground was made famous by
Ihe life and zcal of a great missionory and
reformer, Columba. Born in Ireland of
Scottish parentagc, during the early part
of the sixth century, he alLended the
schools eSLablished by Patrick where he
became animated with a zeal and mission-
ary spirit that remaincd with him thc rCSt
of his life. Choosing twelve fellow work-
ers, he established a missionary center on
tltis island, where he labored for thirty-
four years. From this early Celtic church,
liternlly hundreds of young men were
trained and sent across thc continent of
Europe, some going even as far as India,
seeking to counteract the tcrrible apostasy
of Romanjsm Ihat was spreading through
thc then-known world like a prairie fire
before the wind.

Columba was, as were his \""Iden-
sian breLhren, a Sabbathkeeper. For-
tunately, he had nearly a whole genera-
lion during which to lrain missionaries
before the influence of the Roman
Church penelrated to the English shores.
From this isolaLed sanctuary the light of
truth continued to burn in the midnighl
darkness of the Catholicism of the
Middle Ages.

It was not unlil 596 that Pope Greg-
ory I sent Augustine, along with forty
other monks, 10 Britain with the com·
mission not only of converting the
heathen, but also of bringing the primi-
tive Christian church under the domin-
ion of Rome. Though believers were
persecuted, it was not until the the
twelrth century that Ihey were finolly
brought compleLely under the domina-
tion of the Romon Church.
As the light of day was fading from

the sky and evening shadows lengtllcned
into night, I stood with Elder Marsholl
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Grosboll aL the very spot declared by
historians to be where Columba came
most often to pray, and many times
watched as his students sailed away to
the continent, many to go down to a
martyr's grave.

As we walked over this small island,
visualizing the work that Gad had or-
dained LO be carried on here 1,400 years
ago, my mind wen! forward 10 the pres-
ent lime. We, as Seventh-day Adventists,
now face Ihe end time; the very last
moments of not only our probation but
also of this world's history. Soon, the
conllict of the ages will reach its climax
in lhe great final struggle toward which
all olher events have been lcnding. As
we rend The Great Controversy, we can-
not bUI realize that very soon we will be
facing the imagc-lo-the-bcast power,
brought to view in Revelation 13. Even
now we can recognize in Ihe events
taking place around us indications that
the lost papal power is rapidly being
reslored. It is npparcnl to even the casual
observer that Ihe the world no longer
looks upon the Roman hierarchy with
the abhorrence il once had, bUI that it is
now viewed with almost universal favor.
Soon those prophecies that speak of the
deadly wound being healed will no
longer be a fUlure event toward which
we look in anticipation, but a sLark real-
ity of the present. Very soon Catholicism
will, in Ihe full rcsloralion of its lost
power, again exert her will over the civil
governments of the world, seeking to
coerce the consciences of those who
cnnnot be persuaded by fairer means.
Once again, persecution will rage as it
did during the 1,260 years of the
church's wilderness wandering.

We can now only dimly comprehend
the experience soon to face Gad's people
in this crisis hour. "It is impossible to give
ony idea of the experience of the people
of Gad who shall be alive upon the earth
when celestial glory and a repetition of
the persecutions of the past are blended.
They will walk in the light proceeding
from the Lhrone ofGad. By means of the
angels therc will be constant communica·
tion bctween hcaven and earth." Testimo·
/lies, vol. 9, 16

Now is the time for our schools to be
quickly training missionaries to go to the
world with the three angels' messages.
Now, in Ihis lime of relative peace and
prosperity, we must be preparing a
people to stand in the day of test that is
rapidly appro.oching. "You know not to
whaL responsibility you may be called.
You know not where you may be called
upon to give your witness of truth.
Many will have to Sland in lhe legislative
COUrlS; some will have to sland before
kings and before the learned of the earth,
to answer for their failh. Those who
have only a superficial understanding of
truth will not be able clearly LO expound
the Scriptures, and give definite reasons
for Lheir faith. They will become con-
fused, and will not be workmen that
need not to be ashamed." FUl1damemals
o[Christia/l Ed/lcation, 217

We need Columbas now, those who
by their zcat and commitment to God
will train others. Tile hour is latc. Jcsus is
coming vcry, very soon. Now,just now,
God is looking for an army o[youth who
will carry the baltic to the gates of the
enemy.

"Fearful teStS and trials await the
people of Gad. The spirit of war is
stirring the nations from one end of the
earth 10 the other. But in the midst of the
time of trouble that is coming-a lime of
trouble such as hos nOL been since there
was a nation-Gad's chosen people will
stand unmoved. Sman and his hosl can-
not deslroy them, for angels that excel in
slrength will protect them." Testimonies,
vol. 9,17

In keeping with the inspired counsel
given us, Hope International's Life
Abundant Missionary InstituLe is offer-
ing short courses of study to prepare our
youth to be medical missionaries.
OperaLed .oner the pattern of the schools
of the prophCls, our school is training
students to act a part in finishing of
God's work in this fateful crisis hour.
We solicit your prayers for the conLinued
success of Lhis endeavor Fm

RON SPEAR-EDITOR
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Afarsllnl/ J. Grosboll, pastor Gild evangelist,
is the direClOr ofthe Steps 10 Life Ministry ;1/
Wichita, Kansas.

the ferry, a bus, and another ferry out to
the tiny island of lana, where Columba
trained and from where, at the beginning
of the 1260 years of papal supremacy, he
sent out his missionaries to evangelize
Europe. As we crisscrossed this northern
island, only 1Vzmiles wide by 2Vz miles
long, and as we stood upon its beaches
looking out over the watcrs toward the
south, as Columba once did, we began to
feel the inspiration that must have
surged through his veins to save a lost
and ignorant people, and to rescue them
from the apostasy of a fallen Christian
system.

The rocky beach was interspersed
with occasional stretches of while sand,
upon which the mariners used to land
their sailing vessels. We stood upon the
sand, with the green, rocky pastures
behind us upon which the sheep of the
island were grazing. The water was SO
clear at our feet that we could sec the
ocean floor, with the fish swimming
above its rocky depths, a stone's throw
away from us. As we looked across the
peaceful waves in the direction of Ire-
land, 75 miles to the south, and the
continent another 450 miles beyond, we
wondered what Columba must have felt
as he watched a ship sailing away from
that very shore, carrying Iona missionar-
ies, medical supplies, and handwrillen
manuscripts of the Bible bound [or Brit-
ain, Germany, Italy, or even India. He
had grown to love these missionaries
during their years of mission training at
lana.

TI,ose on the island must have called
out their good-bys as long as they could
be heard. They waved until they could
no longer sec those on board. Then they
must have climbed the hills to watch the
white sails dip below the waters. TI,ere
were undoubtedly wives and children
watching. Would their missionary
husbands and fathers ever return, or
would they die in some lonely dungeon
or be burned at the stake for preaching
the gospel and distributing portions of
the Bible? If they should not meet again
in this life, they had covenanted to meet
again in the earth made new. What jay
there was when two, three, or four years
later some returned safely for a period of
time to teach in the lana school and to be
with their families! Later some returned
to Europe, laking with them new student

Columba

T HE ITINERARY for Elder Spear
and me on our European preaching

tour, which lasted nearly the full month
of September, included meetings in
England, Germany, and Denmark, and
in addition an evangelistic series in Ber-
lin, Germany. Elder Spear and I have
had many preaching tours together, and
I have come to recognize his ardent
desire to help finish the Lord's work so
that He can come again soon and cnd

As ThOll didst suffer 011 the cross
To save a guilty race
Show me Thy power, with Thy love
Alit! glory grallt, with grace.
-Columba

this night of sorrow and pain on Planct
Eanh. That burden was funher rein-
forced on this tour, as hal [way through
our schedule of appointments, Elder
Spear's mother passed away, requiring
his presence at the funeral, which left
me to finish the tour.

The Lord again blessed our effons to
spread the good news that Jesus can
indeed save sinners from their sins. Even
now He is prepnring a people to stand
humble, holy, and undefiled, clothed
with the rightcousness of Jcsus in the
midst of a perverse generation, prepared
(or translation.

While in England we took the train
up the c0<1stline of Scotland, and then

Marshall
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In Great Britain primitive Christianity had very
early taken root. The gospel received by the
Britons in the first centuries was then
uncorrupted by Romish apostasy

missionaries who were beginning their
first missionary tour. What sorrow there
was when news carne that one had been
caughl and condemned! And what
anxiety when, after waiting ten or fifteen
years for someone to return, they still
had no news.

Christian Apostasy

The story oflona must be seen in the
light of the whole history of the Chris-
tian Era. Paul had warned the Ephesians
that after his departure, "Savage wolves
will come in among you, not sparing the
Dock. Also from among yourselves," he
lold them, "men will rise up, speaking
perverse Ihings, 10 draw away the dis-
ciples after themselves. Therefore
watch, and remember that for three years
1 did not cease to warn everyone night
and day with lears." Acts 20:29-31, all
texts arc from the New King James
Version.

These wolves were the Christian
bishops whom Paul saw arising in the
church, seeking to establish their own
authority, in the name of the church.
These bishops gained followers by
Hspeaking perverse things," such as the
exaltation of man over God, and human
organization over divine providence.

These early bishops sought to estab-
lish a strong church for missionary pur-
poses, of course, as well as to keep
heresy out of the church. At least those
were the reasons they gave.

Moreover, they claimed God had es-
tablished their authority. Thus to be truly
a Christian meant to recognize their
authority. Christianity came to revolve
around the church rather than the Bible.
And the church came to mean the or-
ganization, rather than the people. The
orgnnization thus carne to be looked
upon as Ihe "ark of safety," and anyone
who was not in the ark was lost. Thus
salvation carne to depend upon being a
member of the organization rather thnn
developing a Christlike character.
Therefore the church organization,
meaning Ihe church leaders, came to
replace Christ and His Word.

This apostasy Paul predicted: "Let
no one deceive you by any means; for
thai Day [the day of Jesus' second com-
ing] will not come unless the (ailing
away comes tirst, and the man of sin is
revealed, the son of perdition, who op-
poses and exalls himself above all that is
called God or that is worshiped, so that
he sits as God in the temple of God,

showing himself that he is God." 2 Thes-
salonians 2:3-4

The Lord has cautioned us to pay
al1cntion to these prophetic warnings
and not to follow the example of these
early bishops. "Those whom God has
placed in positions of responsibility
should never seck to exalt themselves or
to turn the attention of men to their
work. They must give all the glory to
God. They must not seek for power thai
they may lord it over God's heritage; for
only those who are under the rule of
Satan will do this." Testimonies to
;Slers, 279-280. "The Lord has not

placed anyone of His human agencies
under the dictation and control of those
who arc themselves but erring mortals.
He has not placed upon men the power
10 say, You shall do this, and you shall
nOt do that. But there is a power exer-
cised in Bailie Creek that ... [is] some-
whm of the same spirit that led Uzzah to
lay his hand on the ark.... Far less of
man's power and authority should be
exercised toward God's human agen-
cies. Brethren, leave God to rule....
Strange fire has been offered in the usc
of harsh words, in self-importance, in
self-exaltation, in self-righteousness, in
arbitrary authority, in domineering, in
oppression, in restricting the liberty of
God's people, binding them about by
your plans and rules." Ibid, 347-348,
357-358

In Rome, "the doctrine of religious
freedom was termed heresy, and its
upholders were hated and proscribed."
The Great Controversy, 45. But there
were places where freedom of worship
and of preaching continued for many
centuries. One of those places was the
Brilish Isles. "Tn Great Britain primitive
Christianity had very early taken rool.
The gospel received by the Britons in Ihe
first centuries was then uncorrupted by
Romish apostasy." Ibid., 62

Christianity Oourished in these north-
ern islands until the invasion of the non-

Christian Saxons in A.D. 450. "When the
Saxons invaded Briwin, heathenism
gained control. The conquerors disdained
to be instructed by t!leir slaves, and the
Christians were forced to retreat to the
mountains and the wild moors." Ibid.

When the bishop of Rome assumed
the throne of the Caesars, he soon de-
cided to convert the Britons. Toward the
end of the sixth century, Augustine, with
a retinue of helpers, was sent from Rome
to convert these pagan Saxons. Very
soon after commencing their work upon
the island, they "encountered the primi-
tive Christians. A striking contrast was

presented. The latter were simple,
humble, and scriptural in character, doc-
trine, and manners, while the former
manifested the superstition, pomp, and
arrogance of popery. The emissary 0['
Rome demanded that Ihese Christian
churches acknowledge the supremacy of
the sovereign ponliff. The Britons
meekly replied that they desired to love
all men, but that the pope was not en-
titled to supremacy in the church, and
they could render to him only Ihat sub-
mission which was due to every follower
of Chris!. Repeated attempts were made
to secure their allegiance to Rome; but
these humble Christians, amazed at the
pride displayed by her emissaries, stead-
fastly replied that they kncw no olhcr
master than Chris!. ... Said Ihe Romish
leader: 'If you will not receive brethren
who bring you peace, you shall receive
enemies who will bring you war.' ...
War, intrigue, and deception were em-
ployed against these witnesses for a
Bible faith, until the churches of Britain
were destroyed, or forced to submit to
the authority of the pope." Ibid., 63

A Restorer or the Faith
While these evenlS were taking place

in Britain, Columba was born in the year
521 to a royal family in [reland. Though
power and fame lay before this girted
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It is interesting that in nearly every place where
Columba sent his missionaries, the people
accepted the Protestant Reformation

youlh, and though apparently he was
involved in one successful military
battle, he turned his back on earthly
grandeur, renouncing his right to the
Irish throne, and dedicated his life to the
spread of the gospel. He was educated in
Latin, Greek, history, jurisprudence, and
medicine. But above all, he made the
Bible his chief study.'

He had a burden to spread the Scrip-
lures, and as printing presses were yel
future, he spenl his spare time in hand-

copying Bibles. He is credited with
copying three hundred Ncw Teslaments
with his own hands.

At the e<1fly age of 25, he founded a
chureh in Derry,' Ireland, and connected
wilh it, a school. With his pupils he Ihen
traveled to other places, establishing more
churches and schools. It is staled that over
the next seven years, or more probably
over the next seventeen years, Columba
and his students established 200 new
churches and 100 church schools for
Christian education and missionary train-
ing. Like Paul, he was a constant traveler
between these churches, and wherever he
wenI, he not only preached thc gospel,
but, with his knowledge of medicine, he
ministered to lhesick andsurrcring. Being
of royal lineage, he was comfonable in the
coun of kings, and yet the poor always
considered him their special [riend.

Soon growing ambitious to spread the
gospel beyond Ireland, Columba set his
sights on Scotland. However, with the
Saxon armies to the south, and the ever-
present threat of Roman influence, he
delermined- to establish a mission ccnter
protected from these dangers. Un-
doubtedly wilh much prayer, he was
guided to the barren, tiny, lreeless island
of Hy, which today is called lona after the
name of his school. Here in 563, he, wilh
200 companions, built a wooden church
and school, and began to plant crops, to
copy Scriptures, and 10 train missionaries.
[n order to lurn people's minds to the
Bible and the truth. the churches he built
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throughout Ireland and Scotland were of
simple hewn oak, rather than the imposing
stone of the great cathedrals of the pagans.
He himself, in humility, chose to live in a
rude sheller of pioneer construction.

The school of Iona became one of the
most important educational centers of
Europe. [n this training that prepared for
mission service, the studentswere taught
science, history, medicine, theology, and
languages. Some students sludied for
eighteen years beforc being sent out as

missionaries. But they did not just study.
they were also required 10 do manual
labor, side by side with their professors,
in the newly planted orchards, gardens,
and 10 lcnd sheep. They were also taught
the sacred duty of prayer and 10 sing
psalms.

Thus, "From lreland carne the pious
Columba and his colaborers, who, gather-
ing aooul them the scatlcrcd believers on
Ihe lonely island of rona, made this the
center of their missionary labors. Among
these evangelists was an observer of the
Bible Sabbath, and thus this truth was
introduced among the people. A school
was established al Iona, from which mis-
sionaries wcnt out, not only to Scotland
and England, but to Gcnmmy, Switzer-
land, and even Italy." Ibid., 62

These missionaries came, carrying
the sacred volumes of Scripture, minis-
tering to the sick, and preaching the
Word. For 641 years, almost to the
beginning of the (irst dawn of the Refor-
mation with Wycliffe and his Lollard
missionaries, this school continued 10
spread the pure gospel amid the increas-
ing darkness of the Middle Ages.

But lillie by lillie Columba and his
followers werc pushed back and their
churches destroyed. The work of de-
stroying the churches in England began
tlte year of Columba's death in 597. But
the truth was harder to extinguish in
SCOIland, where his teaChings had laken
firmer hold. "For hundreds of years after
the churches of England submilled to

Rome, those of Scotland maintained
their freedom. In the twelfth cenlury,
however, popery became established
here, and in no country did it exercise a
more absolute sway." Ibid.• 249

It was nOl until Malcolm IIJ became
king ofScotland in lOSS thatlhechUiches
ofScotland began to weaken. Malcolm Ill,
though professedly a follower of Colum-
ba. as most Scots were, was nevertheless
educated in a Catholic school in England,
rather than at lona off the Scottish coast.
Becoming infatualed with a lady named
Margaret who was preparing to be a nun
in aconvent in Hungary, he persuaded her
to become his second wife. But she con-
sented only on condition that shc be put in
charge of religious affairs. She brought
wilh her to the throne a large delegmion
from Rome, and began herwork ofchang·
ing the religion of Scotland.

She found in Scotland a "church of
the people," rather than a church of the
throne or of Rome. II is said Ihat the
p.:1SSion of her life was the SUbjugation of
the churches of Scotland to Rome. Shc
began by uniting church and Slate with
the enforcement of a Sunday law, and
the observance of Easter, which pre-
viously had not been kept by the Scot-
tish people. Moreover, there is goad
evidence that at this time the Scots were
still keeping the Sabbath. As one his-
torian writes, in referring to the activities
of Queen Margaret: "The SCOIS in this
mailer had no doubl kepi up the tradi-
tional practice of the anciem monastic
church of Ireland, which observed SatUl-
day rather than Sunday as a day ofrest.'"

To destroy Columba's influence was
found to be impossible, yet his teachings
had to be counteracted. Thus a plan of
allack was devised. His books and works
were destroyed, and new books were
written about him, making him asaint of
the Catholic Church. Finally, in 1201,
Roman monks landed on lona itsel[ to
establish a school of their own in
memory of Columba. Nuns also began a
convent. Three years later the true teach-
ers of Columba left the island, never to
return. And yet, the lighl that had once
becn Iii by these faithful missionaries of
lana cominued to burn, though dimly,
from father to son, from malher 10
daughler, for hundreds of years. When
the Protestant Reformation carne. these
same fires burst into open name again.

It is intercsting lhat in nearly every
place where Columba scnl his missionar-
ies, the people accepted the PrOlestanl
Reformation. Even in nonhem IIaly, we



"Did Columba build this large stone church,
called the lana Abbey, that thousands come to
visit today in memory of Columba?"
"No, that was built by the Benedictine monks.
Columba's churches were of wood."

find the \\\lldenses, who spread the Scrip-
tures and maintained the raith, just as
Columba and his missionaries had done.

Visiting lona

lona was one of the grC<I(CSI nnd
most successful missionary endeavors
evcr initiated. And thus it was Ihal Elder
Spear and I visited the island to learn
what we could about this grand man. BUI
I was puzzled. Though the island is still
isolated and not convenient to reach,
thousands of people still make this Irek
every year to visit the place where
Columba once lived. But no one seems
to know, or even care, who he really was
or what he taught. He is merely a "saint."

The books that have been wrillen
about him, supposedly from ancient
days, tell lillie if anything about his mis-
sionary activities, nor of what he taughL
They tell of ridiculous and trivial miracles
and prophecies, thus making Christian
grC<1tness a mailer of relies and nonsense.
It is said that he translated and wrote out
the Scriptures, but that these books were
so sacred, having been hand-lellered hy
such a great man, that it is not lawful 10
open them. One of these copies of Scrip-
ture was supposed to have such power
that if it was kept unopened and carried
around an army three timcs, it could
protcct the army as it went into balllc.4
Thus trivia and dishonesty have replaced
the important truths, which the "snints"
thus worshiped taught.

But, though Columba's works them-
selves have been destroyed, it is hard to
wipe out all the records of those 641
years that lona continued to [unclion as a
true missionary center. Genuine books
have survived from which we can learn
accurately some of the details of this
magnificent life that was hid in Christ.

Elder Spear and I took a tour with a
guide and we asked him, "Did Columba
build this large stone church, called the
Iona Abbey, that thousands come to visit
today in memory of Columba?"

"No," he said. "That was built by the
Benedictine monks in the thirtecnth ccn-
tury. They came in 1201. Columba'S
churches were of wood."

"\Vhen did Columba's tcachers
leave?" we asked.

"In 1204," he said. "Evidently they
couldn't get along with the Benedictine
monks."

He showed us the ruins of the con-
vent for nuns. "Did Columba build
this?" I asked.

"No," he answered. "That was built
by the Benedictines also."

We then saw a plaque that told about
where all the missionaries of Columba
went, which included Italy. I wanted to
ask why Columba was sending mission-
aries to Italy if he was a Catholic, but 1
didn't.
1also wanted to as.k, if Columba was

a saint of the church, and revered
throughout all those years by the church,
why had all his writings mysteriously
perished. How is it that all the writings
by the church about him have survived,
some purporting to go back nearly to his
day, when none of the writings of the
"saint" himself have survived? And this
in spite of the fact that he wrote many
books, and had many followers who
were interested in these books. And why
were his churches made of wood, and
the papal churches of stone? Why did
Queen Margaret have to enforce new

religious laws upon a people who still
believcd in Columba?

The questions seemed obvious. But
the visitors on the island walked on.
They had been to the place where the
saint had lived-such questions as these
seemed unimportant. There is a saying
"He who controls the record of history,
controls the future." For the masses of
society it is true. But the careful sludenl
who wishcs to look deeper, studying the
evidences of history with prayer and
faith in the Word, finds that "In every
agc there were witnesses for God-men
who cherished faith in Christ as the only
mediator between God and man, who
hcld the Bible as the only rule of lifc, and
who hallowed the truc Sabbath. How
much the world owes to these men,
posterity will never know. They were
branded as herclics, thcir motives im-
pugned, their characters maligned, their
writings suppressed, misrepresentcd, or
mUlilated. Yel they stood firm, and from
agc 10 age maintained their faith in ils
purity, as a sacred herilage for the

general ions 10 come." The GreQt Con-
troversy, 61

The final hours of Columba have
been preserved. He died on Saturday, the
ninth of June, in the year 597. He turncd
to his disciple Diermil and said, I'This
day is called the Sabbath, that is, the day
of rest, and such will it truly be to me;
for it will put an end to my labors.'"

For over 600 years his disciples ron-
tinued to pass the torch of truth from one
to another. Who will take that torch today
to finish the work so faithfully begun?
Who will thoroughly prepare and dedicate
their lives to be gosIXI medical-missionar-
ies; not for pay, bUI for the linishingoflhe
work? Who will put duty above popular-
ity, truth above slructure, principle above
organi:U1tion, the fear of God before the
fcar of man? Who is willing to sacrifice
everything for lhe glory of God and the
conversion of souls? It is time to rekindle
the torch. !jj

I ·to give reference for every statement, such as
the cducalion of Columb:'l. would m:'lke this
short trcalise too cumbersome. TIIC book, Trulh
Triumpllllll/, by B.G. Wilkinson, has an exccllent
chapter on Columb.1., listing 48 historic:!t refer-
enccs from ancient scholars 3boul his life and
mission, m:lny of which we dr.lW from for the
f:lcts listed in this :lrticlc.

2 Derry is looay c311cd Londonderry in Northern
Ireland

3 Alphons Bcllcshcim, }/islory of the Catholic
Church of Scolla"d, (Willi3ffi Olackwood 3nd
Sons: London, ISS7) vol. t, 250

4 One of Ihe books I bought on the island, which
WaS purported to be one of the very bt.--st, was
supposedly writtcn by the hC3d of the lana
school 200 years afler Columba's de:lth. lIere
are recorded fanl:'lslic prophecies th:'ll Columba
ullcn,."d such as the fact Ihat someone was going
10 spill his ink bollie th:lt d:'lY. Also in Ihis book,
the "13\\'s of Goo and lhe Church" arc p1:lccd
side by side. Ad3111nan, Life ofSaint Coillmba,
reprinl 1988 by L1:Inerch Enlcrpriscs, Dyfed.
Sec pages 53 :lnd 59

S Alban Duller, LiI'CS of lite Sail/IS, (Edinburgh,
1799,3nd London, 1S15, 1854) vol. 6, t39
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Education for Eternity
TRUE EDUCATION is God's me-

dium for preparing His people 10 live
in His presence forever. 111is was God's
plan before sin came into OUf world. OUT
first parents were laught daily by Chrisl
and His angels, but bcc.1use of sin, God's
law has been broken and now a counter-
feit educational system has been estab-
lished for nearly 6000 years.

True education begins with the infant
in the home. It was God's plan that, using
lhe grealcsi of lexlbooks, Ihe Bible, fa-
Ihers and mOlhers should lrain each child
in the ways of the Lord. As the child grewI

the ChUTCh was also to co-operate in the
child's educalional process, using God's
Word and His cre.1tion as lexlbooks.

When Israel became a nation,
schools were promplly SCi up 10 lrain
priests, scribes, and leachers. 11,e devil
knew Ihal if he could gel conlrol of Ihe
educalional system of God's people, he
CQuld, in lime, control the tcachers, the
pricsts, and finally Ihe leaders.

History's grim record shows he has
almost always been successful. The

8 Ollr Finn FOlllldmioll November 1989

standards of the church and the homes
hegan to crumble. Lillie by lillie apos-
tasy slarted its insidious takeover in
God's church unlil it became open rebel-
lion, and God was forced to take tragic
mea ures 10 save His ChUTCh. The rebel-
lion of God's people at Kadesh-barnea
could be linked in part to the education
they received while in bondage in Egypt.
The home school as well as the church
school had failed.

LeI us take a quick look al Ihe church
in Elijah's day. The prophels of Baal
were in charge of the educational system
of Ihe church. The rebellion and aposlasy
occurring Ihen were worse Ihan any pre-
vious to Ihat lime. The church had killed
mOSI of the lrue prophels. OJx1diah risked
his li[e 10 save some of them from the
Ireacherous hands of Jczebel and her
murderous prophels.

We arc all aware of God's interven-
tion in the church's apostasy on Mount
Carmel followed by Ihe fearful f1ighl of
His brave prophet inlo Ihe wilderness of
discouragcmcnl. In His mercy God came

Ron Sear

10 Elijah in a still small voice and iden-
tified Himself. Then Ihe man of God, his
courage reslored, set oul to bring
complele revival 10 God's church.

Now he needed 10 restore Ihe church
and the home to an understanding of true
rightcousness. To accomplish this grcHt
revival for God, hc cstablished thc
schools of Ihe prophels al Gilgal, Bethel
and Jericho. These were his lasl ef[orls
before translalion. Wilh Elisha beside
him, he made his final visit to these
important ciladels of failh.

These schools were 10 help accom-
plish the restoralion of Ihe Irue worship
of the Mosl High. The studenlS of Ihese
schools wenl forth to preach and teach
and to instrucl falhers, mOlhers and
children in the science ofovercoming sin
and in character perfeclion. God's lasl-
day prophel explains Ihis science in a
prophel's words:

"There is a science of Chrislianily 10
be mastered-a science as much deeper,
broader, higher, Ihan any human science
as the hcavens are higher Ihan the earth.



Columba, of the isle of lana, sent hundreds of
missionaries to the British Isles, the continent
of Europe, and even to India. Some may have
even reached China

The mind is to be disciplined, educated
tmined; for men arc to do service (or
God in ways that arc not in harmony
with inoorn inclination. Often the train-
ing and education of a lifetime must be
discarded, thaI one may become a
learner in the school of Christ. ...

"No olher science is equal to that
which devclops in the life of the student
the character of Goe!. 11lOse who become
followers of Christ find that new motives
ofaetion arcsupplicd. new thoughts arise,
and new actions must result. But they can
make advancement only through conflicl;
for there is an enemy who ever contends
against them, presenting temptations to
cause the sDuilO doubt and sin.

"There arc hereditary and cultivated
tendencies to evil that must be over-
come. Appetite and passion must be
brought under the control of the Holy
Spirit. There is no end to the warfare this
side of eternity. But while there arc
constant battles to right, there mc also
precious victories to gnin; and the tri-
umph over self and sin is of more value
than Ihe mind can estimate." COllJlSelS 10
POI'ems, Teachers, andSllIdclIlS, 20

Israel's terrible apostasies, with the
persecution and killing 0[· God's proph-
ets, finally resulted in the destruction of
the schools of the prophets. Destruction
and captivity were the hard lessons that a
loving God was forced 10 bring upon His
church.

In Christ's day the rabbinical schools
taught a counterfeit salvation. Hellenism
had become the leading philosophy or
most of the teachers and leaders. Hellen-
ism and humanism arc the same. They are
bootStrap religions thaltcach that one cnn
doanything his mind tells him to do. Have
not humanism and cvangclicalism crcmed
a tcrrible disastcr in our own institutions
today? Is it possible to crucify the third
member of the Godhead with this clever
philosophy of Satan? It was Hellenism to
a large degree tl1m was responsible [or
Christ's crucifixion. Thcre was no room in
the minds of the leaders, in those days, to
accept a Messiah who lived in the corrupt
city of Nil7....arcth and who preached right-
eousness by faith in its purity, with victory
ovcr every hercditary and cullivated
We.1kness through the power of the Holy
Spirit. It was this gospel that demanded
the head ofJohn the Baptist and the blood
of the Saviour of the world.

AJI through the ages of the great
controversy, God has used the schools of
the prophets to challenge the apostasy in
His church. The father of the first

schools of the prophets, Samuel, estab-
lished schools at Ramah and Kirjath-
jearim. These were primarily ordered by
God to prevent apostasy in the church
and were reinstituted by Elijah and con-
tinued under the direction of Elisha to
prepare young people to live and preach
the truth to a rebellious ehurch.

Columba, of the isle of lona, sent
hundreds of missionaries to the British
lsles, the continent of Europe, and even
to India. Some may have even reached
China.

As we approach the end of the 6000
years of the great controversy, and
man's probationary time, we must now
come to grips with the reason that the
church has not been able to fulfill the
gospel commission. Ellen White has re-
peatedly told us we should have been in
the kingdom before now. See Selected
ft1essagcs, book I, 68; Testimonies, vol.
6,450; ibid., vol. 9, 29. Let us not rorget
the reasons for the ancient church's
failure to carry the gospel to the world.

the Lord God of their fathers
sent to them by his messengers, rising up
betimcs, and sending; becausc he had
compassion on his people, and on his
dwelling place: but they mocked the
messengers of God, and despised his
words, and misused his prophcts, until
Ihe wrath of the Lord arose against his
people till there was no remedy."
2 Chronicles 36:15-16

"That this is a rebellious people,
lying children, children that will not hear
the law of the Lord: which say to the
seers, See not; and to the prophets,
Prophesy not unto us right things, speak
unto us smooth things, prophesy
deceits." Isaiah 30:9-10

God's modern-day prophet had
these tragic but inspired words for His
church in these lasl days:

"Satan's snares arc laid [or us as
verily as they were laid for the children
of Israel just prior to their entrance into
the land of Canaan. We arc repeating thc

history of that people. Lightness, vanity,
love of ease and pleasure, scifishness,
and impurity are increasing among us.
There is need now of men who are firm
and fearless in declaring the wholecoun-
sel of God; men who will not sleep as do
others, but walch and be sober. Knowing
as 1 do the great lack of holiness and
power with our ministers, I am deeply
pained to see the efforts for self-exalta-
tion. If they could but see Jesus as He is,
and themselves as they are, so weak, so
inefOcient, so unlike their Master, they
would say: Ifmy name may be written in
the obscurest part oflhe book of life, it is
enough for me, so unworthy am 1of His
notice." Testimollies, vol. 5, 160

"1 saw that many who profess to
believe the truth for these last days think it
strange that the children of Israel mur-
mured as they journeyed; that after the
wonderful dealings of God with them,
they should be so ungratcful as to [orgct
what He had done for them. Said the
angel: 'Yc have done worse than they.' I
saw that God has given His servants the
truth so clear, so plain, that it eannot be
resisted. Wherever they go, they have
certain victory. Their enemies cannol gct
round the conVincing truth. Light has
bccnshed so clear thattheservantsofGod
can stand up anywhere and let lrulh, clear
and connected, bear away the victory.
Tllis great blessing has not been prized, or
evcn realized." Testimonies, vol. 1, 129

"Many, l saw, were Oatlcring them-
selves that they were good Christians,
who have not a singlc ray of light from
Jesus. They know not what it is to be
renewed by the grace ofGod. They have
no living experience for themselves in
the things of God. And I saw that the
Lord was whetting His sword in heaven
to cut them down. Oh, that every
lukewarm professor could realize the
clean work that God is about to make
among His professed people! Dear
friends, do not deceive yourselves con-
cerning your condilion. You cannot
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deceive God. Says the True Witness: 'I
know thy works.' The third angel is
leading up a people, step by step, higher
and higher. At every step they will be
tested." Ibid., 190

Will we accept these statements from
God as OUf true spiritual situation? Can
we now confess and repent of our rebel-
lion against God's plan to finish His
work as He ordained it through His
messenger Ellen White? We are subsi-
dizing our schools around the world by
more than $71 million a year. Few of our
youth, however, are being trained in the
way of the Lord for service in His great
harvest field. When more than 70 per-
cent arc leaving us each year, should we
not be concerned; should we not seck the
Lord's counsel? Isn't it time to reinsti-
tute the plan of Samuel, Elijah and Eli-
sha-the schools of the prophets?
Should we not train our youth quickly
for service, to present the real gospel in
order to fight the present apostasy?

Let us not forget that the last move-
ments will be rapid ones. God will cut
His work short in righteousness. When
men cry peace and safety, sudden de-
struction will come. Suddenly probation
will close unexpectedly.

"The One who has stood as our
intercessor; who hears all penitential
prayers and confessions; who is repre-
sented with a rainbow, the symbol of
grace and love, encircling His head. is
soon to ccase His work in the heavenly
sanctuary. Grace and mercy will then
descend from the throne, and justice will
take their place. He for whom His people
have looked will assume His right-Ille
office of Supreme Judge.

"When probation ends, it will come
SUddenly, unexpectedly-at a time when
we arc least expecting it. But we can
have a clean record in heaven todJy, lind
know that God accepts us; and finally, if
faithful, we shall be gathered into the
kingdom of heaven." The SeJlc11l1l.da)'
AdFentisl Bible Commentary, vol. 7,
989; see also Testimonies, vol. 9, Il-J 3;
1 Thessalonians 5:3

What God's church has failed to do
in case and prosperity will have to be
done under great persecution. Sec Tes-
timonies, vol. 5, 463. Ellen White tells us
the church's greatest need is rcviv(l! ancl
reformation. God's original plan was 10
bring about revival and re[ormrllion
through the schools of the prophets. Sec
Selected Messages, book I, 121. This
revival is more than 100 years overdue.
May it happen now is our prayer. Ijj
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Dave Fiedler (2 tapes) 4.00
Order From Confusion, 1844-1850
Order From Confusion, 1851-1863

John Grosboll (4 tapes) 8.00
The Elijah Message
Bearing the Image of Christ
The Image of the Beast, Parts 1 and 2

Vemon Shafer (4 tapes) 8.00
Talking Like Frogs
It's Later Than You Think
Your Day in Court
Can You Run With the Horses?

Ty Gibson (5 tapes) 10.00
Experience of the Final Generation
The Plan of Redemption
Provisions of the Mediation of Christ
Grace, Faith, and the Will
The Divine Plan in Man's Creation

Susan Vanko (3 tapes) 6.00
The Essentials of Prayer
The Hungarian Apostasy
Perfection, the Great Goal of the
Christian Life

Ralph Lm'son (4 tapes) 8.00
No Other Foundation
Tell of His Power
The Greatest Gift
None but These Will Stand

James Rafl'e.-ty (2 tapes) 4.00
The Ministry of Reconciliation,
Parts 1 and 2

John Martin (4 tapes) 8.00
Literature Evangelism Inslruction

Hnl Mayer (2 tapes) 4.00
Music: How to Tell the Difference

Colin Standish (3 tapes) 6.00
The First Angel'S Message
The Second Angel's Mes&1ge
The Third Angel's Message

Mat'shall G.·osboll (4 lapes) 8.00
What Does God Require'?
The Sin of Independence
The Secret Closet
The Cost of Revival and
Reformation

Jim Hohnberger and
Tom Wate.·s (5 tapes) 10.00

Preparing a People
Character-God's Last-day Ark
God's Prescription for Moses
One Who W1lked With God
John the Baptist

Ron Spenr (4 tapes) 8.00
The Shaking of Adventism
Matlhew 24 and the Seventh-day
Adventist Church

Perfection of Character
Seven Essentials of Holy Living

THESE RECORDINGS
represent the best from all the
camp meetings held by Hope
International this year. Please
bear in mind that the recording
available may have been made at
a meeting other than Ihe one
which you allended. Though the
presentation will cerlainly be
vcry similar, it may not be
exactly as you recall it. Please
order in complete sets, adding
10% of the suggested donation
($1 minimum) ror postage and
handling.

HOPE INTERNATIONAL
Box 940

Eatonville, WA, 98328
(206) 832-6602



LEITERS TO THE EDITOR
=..•-

Thank you very much for the Span-
ish subscription to Our Firm FOIlnda-
tion [Nllestro Finne Fundamenta]. I'm
really enjoying it.
-MF, Florida

Thanks for pUlling me on your mail-
ing list, for I so much enjoy your mag-
azine and telling people about it. J really
wish I could afford the whole subscrip-
tion price, but I thank God for your
kindness, and when Jcan I hope to buy
more of your literature and tapes bit by
bit, for you have helped me so much and
have given me a greater insight into my
Adventist faith.
-MB, Kentucky

I can't begin to expound upon how
beneficial your publications have been
to me. At the time I rirst requeSted to be
added to your mailing list 1was unable 10
afford the subscription rate. My rinances
have since improved and Jam pleased to
enclose my payment.

Such enlightenment ns Offr Finn
Foundation is a real encouragement to
my spiritual walk, as I'm sure it is 10
many others. The ways in which you
elevate Scripture truth is greatly appre-
ciated.

Topics addressed arc timely and ap-
plicable 10 these end-timers. I look for-
ward to learning from and absorbing
each issue-literally [rom cover 10
cover. The articles are presented in a
straightforward mnnncr, reaching Qui
and impressing with the priorities of the
Christian life. A genuine altitude of con-
cern is woven throughout, evidenced by
the suggestions and practical advice
offered toward spiritual maturity.
-RH, Illinois

We have been receiving your mag-
azine for nearly a year now, and I want to
tell you how much we appreciatc it.
\Vhilc being very straight and unllinch-
ing, it avoids the pitfall of being critical
and self-righteous. Even the artwork is
great! And I appreciatc the good editing
loo-saying what needs to be said
clearly and correctly....

We sec all around us, both in Japan
and baek home, such disregard for the
Spirit of Prophecy writings-it's rcally
sad to see how Satan causes to be of
"none effect" something Ihat God gave
uS to be such a blessing. J pray that your
magazine wiII find its way into the hands
of many more people who will take its
message to heart. I will try to share it
with Ihose who can understand it here in
Illy mission field.

-SK,Japan

I want to tell you what I think of your
magazines and what they have done for
me.
r was a Christian. Your

mngazine certainly woke me up; what a
shame rwas to God! I was baptized into
tl1e Seventh-day Adventist Church years
ago, but had no right to be baptized, as I
l1ad too much love for self and for the
world. Actually the love of God was
never brought out so clearly and what
God expects of us as in your wonderful
magazine. If we truly love God like we
profess, we will want to obey and servc
Him.

Now this New Theology is ccrtainly
from tl1e devil-jusl believe, believe.
Well, the devil also believes, but he
trembles: he knows what tile end will be
for him. Oh, I thank and thank you for
your great magazines, for the warning.
-VA, Illinois

This past July was our first time to
allend your camp mecting. Wc werc
ricl1ly blessed and enjoyed all of it so
much. We felt we'd been fed so much
spiritual food and couldn't hold any
marc.

You see, we are what you might call
"new reformers." We have been Sevenlh-
day Adventists for years, bUI fast asleep
as to what was going on in our church
and in us. When we (irsl saw our condi-
lion and the church's condition, we were
shocked and hardly knew what to do or
wherc 10 start. Since that lime we have
been making big changes in our livcs-or
should I say, have allowed the Lord to
mnke big changes in us-and are thrilled

to sec what He has done for us as we are
still trying to give Him all our will.

For the ]X15t two years your paper
Our Firm Foundation has been such a
help and encouragement to us. We want
to thank you so much for what you are
doing over there. Seems you all arc
working so hard to help us who have
been fast asleep.
-JM, Idaho

Thank you for arranging such an
inspiring camp meeting. I can truly say
that my nickering faith was fanned into a
bright Dame because of it.

-DC,Oregon

Just a note here to thank you for
making the arrangements for me to con-
tinue receiving Our Fir", Foundation. ...
J enjoy the publication very mUCh. I
believe there is a definite place in our
denomination for ajournallhat will "sigh
and cry for the abominations that arc done
in Jerusalem." I have heard from some
brethren tl1at at times there is a nole of
bitterness that runs through the publica-
tion or that it is looked upon as suspect
because Hope International organizes its
own camp meeting. But I have no reason
to believe in this lineof thinking because I
believe the content speaks for itself. There
certainly is a fine line between criticism
and "reprove and rebuke with all long-
suffering and doctrine," and I believe Our
Firm Foundation is at present on the right
side of thai line and I pray will remain so
in the fulure.

-Rp, Massachusetts

Truth fur Today Bible School

This course is gospel music to my
cars, so beautiful and needed. Praise the
Lord!

I am fully accepting my course wilh
Truth for Today, and have been led to the
throne of Jesus by these studies and
truth. J will be discharged in early
December and will carryon with God's
work. I will stay in touch with you. God
bless and thank you for this help.

-RT, Louisiana
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chools

WHEREVER in Israel God's plan
of education was carried into e[-

feel, its results testified of its AUlhor.
But in very many households the train-
ing apjX>inted by Heaven, and the char-
acters thus developed, were alike rare.
God's plan was but partially and imper-
fectly futfilled. By unbelief and by dis-
regard of the Lord's directions, the
Israelites surrounded themselves with
temptations that (ew had power 10 re-
sist. At their settlement in Canaan "they
did not destroy the nations. concerning
whom the Lord commanded them: but
were mingled among the heathen, and
learned their works. And they served
their idols: which wcre a snare untO
them." Their heart was not right with
God, "neither were they steadfast in His
covenant. But He, being full of compas-
sion. forgave their iniquity, and de-
stroyed them not: yea, many a lime
turned He His anger away.... For He
remembered that they wcre but fiesh; a
wind that passclh away, and cometh not
again." Psalms 106:34-36; 78:37-39.
Fathers and mothers in lsracl became
indifferent 10 their obligation to God,
indifferent to their Obligation to their
children. Through unfaithfulness in the
home, and idolatrous inOucnccs with-
out, many of the Hebrew youlh received

of the

an education differing widely from that
which God had planned for them. They
learned the ways of the heathen.

To meet this growing evil, God pro-
vided other agencies as an aid 10 parents in
the work of education. From the earliest
times, prophets had been recognized as
(eachers divinely appointed. In tile highest
sense the prophet was one who spoke by
direct inspirntion, communicating to the
people the messages he had received [rom
God. BUI the name was given also to those
who, though nOI so directly inspired, were
divinely called to instruct the people in the
works and ways of God. For the training
ofsuch a class of tcachers, Samuel, by the
Lord's direction, established the schools
of the prophets.

These schools were intended to serve
as a barrier against the Wide-spreading
corruption, to provide for the mental and
spiritual welfare of the youlh, and to
promole the prosperity or the notion by
furnishing it with men qualified to act in
Ihe fear of God as leaders and counselors.
To this end, Samuel gathered companies
of young mcn who were pious, intel-
ligenl, and studious. These were called
the SOns of the prophets. As they studied
the word and the works of Goo, His
life-giving JX>wcr quickened the energies
of mind and soul, and lhe sludents TC-

ceived wisdom from above. The instruc-
tors were not only versed in divine truth,
but had themselves enjoyed communion
with God, and had received the special
endowment of His Spirit. They had the
respect and confidence of the people,
both for learning and for piety. In
Samuel's day there were two of these
schools-one at Ramah, the home of the
prophet, and the other at Kirjath-jC<lrim.
In later limes others were established.

The pupils of these schools sustained
themselves by their own labor in tilling
the soil or in some mechanical employ-
ment. In Israel this was nOI thought
strange or degrading; indeed, it was re-
garded as a sin to allow children to grow
up in ignorance of useful labor. Every
youth, whether his parents were rich or
poor, was taught some trade. Even
though he was to be educated for holy
ofnce, a knowledge of praclicallife was
regarded as essential to the greatest usc-
fulness. Many, also, of the teachers sup-
ported themselves by manual labor.

In both the school and the home
much of the leaching \vas oral; but the
youth also learned to read the Hebrew
wrilings, and the parchment rolls of Ihe
Old Testament Scriptures were open to
their study. The chief subjects of study
in these schools were the law of God,---------....-1Ellen G. White1---------.......
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Not only were the students taught the duty of
prayer, but they were taught how to pray, how
to approach their Creator, how to exercise faith
in Him, and how to understand and obey the
teachings of His Spirit

with the instruction given to Moses,
sacred history, sacred music, and poelry.
In the records of sacred history were
traced the footsteps of Jehovah. The
greal (ruths set fonh by the types in Ihe
service of the sanctuary were brought to
view, and failh grasped the eemral objeci
of all that system-the Lamb of God,
thai was to take away the sin of the
world. A spirit of devotion was cher-
ished. Not only were the students taught
the duty of prayer, but they were taught
how to pray, how 10 apprcx1ch their
Creator, how to exercise faith in Him,
and how to understand and obey the
teachings of His Spirit. Sanctified inlel-
leel brought fonh from the treasure
house of God things new and Old, and
the Spiril of God was manifested in
prophecy and sacred song.

These schools proved to be one of the
means most efr'cctive in promoting that
righteousness which "exalleth a nation."
Proverbs 14:34. In no small degree they
aided in laying the foundation of Ihat
marvelous prosperity which distinguished
the reigns of David and Solomon.

The principles taughl in the schools of
the prophets were the same thai molded
David's character and SMped his life. 11,e
word of God was his instructor. "Through
Thy precepts," he said, "I gel under-
standing. ... 1have inclined mine hcart 10
perfoIm Thy statules." Psalm 119:104,
112. It was this that caused the Lord to
pronounce David, when in his youth He
called him to tilc throne, "a man aftcr mine
own heart." Acts 13:22

In the early life of Solomon also arc
seen the results of God's melhod of
education. Solomon in his youth made
David's choicc his own. Above every
eanhly good he asked of God a wise and
understanding heart. And the Lord gave
him not only thai which he sought, but
that also [or which he had not sought-
both riches and honor. The power of his
undcrstanding, the extent of his knowl-
edge, the glory of his rcign, became the
wonder of the world.

In the reigns of David and Solomon,
Israel reached the height of her greatness.
The promise given to Abraham and re-
peated through Moses was fullilled: "If
ye shall diligenlly keep all these com-
mandments which I command you, to do
them, to love the Lord your God, to walk
in all His ways, and to cleave unto Him;
then will the Lord drive out all Ihese
nations from before you, and ye shall
possess greater nations and mighlier than
yourselves. Every place whereon the

soles of your feet shall tread shall be
yours: from lhe \vildcrncss and Lebanon,
from the river, the river Euphrates, even
unto the ullermost sea shall your Coast be.
There shall no man be able to stand
before you." Deuteronomy 11:22-25

BUI in the midst of prosperily lurked
danger. TIle sin of David's later years,
Ihough sincerely repented of and sorely
punished, emboldened the people in
transgression ofGod's commmandments.
And Solomon's life, aCter amorning ofso
great promise, was darkened with apos-
tasy. Desire for political power and self-
aggrandizement led to alliance with
heathen nalions. ThesilvcrofThrshish and
the gold of Ophir were procured by the
s.1erilice of integrity, the betrayal ofsacred
trusts. Association with idolaters, mar-
riage with hemhcn wives, corrupted his
faith. The barriers that God had erected for
the safely of His people were thus broken
down, and Solomon gave himself up 10
the worship of false gods. On the summit
of the Mounl of Olives, confronting the
temple of Jehovah, were erecled gigantic
imnges and altars for the sclVice of
heathen deities. As he cast off his alle-
giance to God, Solomon lost the mastery
or himself. His fine sensibililies beeame
blunted. TIle conscientious, considerate

spirit of his early reign was changed.
Pride, ambition, prodigality. and indul-
gence bore fruit in cruelty and exaction.
He who had been a just, compassionate,
and God-fearing ruler, became tyrannicll
and oppressive. He who at the dcdicalion
of the lemple had prayed for his people
that their henns might be undividedly
given to Ihe Lord, became their seducer.
Solomon dishonored himself, dishonored
Israel, and dishonored God.

The nation, of which he had been the
pride, followed his leading. Though he
aDerward repented, his repentance did
not prevent the fruition of the evil he had
sown. The discipline and tmining that
God appointed for Israel would cause
them, in all their ways of life, to differ

from the people of olher nations. 111is
peculiarity, which should have been re-
garded as a special privilege and bless-
ing, was to them unwelcome. The sim-
plicity and self-restraint essential to the
highest development they sought to ex-
change for the pomp and self-indulgence
of heathen peoples. To be "like all the
nations" (1 Samuel 8:5) was their ambi-
tion. God's plan of education was set
aside, His authority disowned.

In the rejection of Ihe ways of God
for the ways of men, Ihe downfall of
Israel began. Thus also it continued,
until the Jewish people became a prey to
the very nations whose practices they
had chosen to follow.

As anation the children of Israel failed
of receiving the benefits that God desired
to give them. They did not appreciate His
purpose or co-operate in ils execution.
But though individuals and peoples may
thus separate themselves [rom Him, His
puq:xJsc for those who trust Him is un-
changed. "Whatsoever God dOClh, il shall
be forever." Ecclesiastes 3:14

While there are different degrees of
development and different manifesta-
tions of His power to meet the wants of
men in the different ages, God's work in
all time is the same. The Teacher is the

same. God's character and His plan are
the same. \Vith Him His no variableness,
neither shadow of turning." James 1:17

The experiences of Israel were re-
corded for our instruction. "All these
Ihings happened unto them for en-
samples: and they are wrillen for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the
world arc come." 1 Corinlhians 10:11.
\Vith us, as with Israel of old, success in
education depends on fidelity in carry-
ing out the Creator's plan. Adherence to
the principles of God's Word will bring
as great blessings to us as it would have
brought to the Hebrew people. !!i

Education, 45-50
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Adventism
and

•ar In
Part One: 1955-1962

OPPORTUNITY came knocking at
the door of Seventh-day Adventism

in the spring of 1955. 'M1lter Martin,
while the director of cult apologetics for
Zondervan Publishing Company, had
wrillen a book entitled 71le Rise of rlie
ell/IS in which he stated that Adventists
belonged to that despised category. Now,
however, he wanted to learn more.

He had been commissioned to
thoroughly investigate Adventism on
behalf of Eternity magazine. It was un-
derstood that his research would lead to
an unfavorable conclusion; nonetheless
he expressed a desire to conduct a fair
and complete evaluation. To do so would
require access to both the human and the
historical resources of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. His request was
simple: please co-operate.

In retrospect, many have suggested
that to do so was a mistake. But we may
well ponder what we would have done
had the request been put to us. And, too,
it is only with some di[[iculty that we
can imagine the apostle Paul refusing to
speak of the mysteries of the gospel,
even to a potentially hoslile audience.
All hindsight aside, the request was
granted and in March of that year Waller
Martin, accompanied by George E. Can-
non, a professor of Greek on the faculty
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of the NyaCk, New York, Missionary
College, tr:1Vc!cd to Washington, D.C.,
[or lhcir first interview.

In short order it became apparent
til(\{ Martin was well armed with detailed
questions which would require detailed
answers. FUrl her, both questions and an-
swcrs would havc to be commillcd to
writing so that all [X'1rtics could have a
definitc rccord of what was being said.
For the momcnt though, the Adventist
delegation (L. E. Froom, scholar and
author; W. E. Read, field secretary of the
General Conferenccj and T E. Unruh.
president of the East Pennsylvania Con-
ference) supplied Martin with books and
periodicals supporting the positions they
had oullined as the church's doctrinal
beliefs.

The following night was a busy one:
L. E. Freom composed an initial re-
sponse of twenty pages to the questions
posedj Martin read Adventist literature
until 2:00 A.M. When the two groups met
the following day, the Adventists were
pleased to hear thal their examiner found
them deserving of the name Christian-
provided, that is, that the matcrials they
had given him correctly represented the
denomination as a wholc.

Referring to the 1931 statement of
fundamental beliefs was only partially

Dave Fiedler

convincing. He claimed to have found
unorlhodox statements in books, pam-
phlets, and pcriodicals, and he wanted to
know why. When he produced examples
which he considered "unequivocally
heretical," "thc Adventist scholars wcrc
both shocked and appalled.'" They
could only reply that "correction had
begun:'!

As the series of conferences con-
tinued, Ihis mallcr was 10 resurface re-
peatedly. Clearly these meetings were
going to be neilher a short-lived. nor
simple proposition. Early in the month
of August, Froom urged an expansion of
the Adventist delegation. R. A. Ander-
son, secretary of the General Confer-
ence's Minislerial Association and
founding editor of ft1inistry magazine,
had been informally involved since
April; he was now asked to lend his
talents to the work on a regular basis.

By August 25 the conferences had
entered a new phase. Traveling to Doyles-
town, Pennsylvania, the Adventist repre-
sentatives mcl [or (wo days. not only with
Wllter Mctrlin and George Cannon, but
also with Donald Grey Barnhouse, the
editor of Eternity magazine. Barchdale,
the spacious home of Dr. and Mrs. Barn-
house, provided thc sClling for these
meetings. It was here that Dr. Barnhouse



It would appear that the criticism of
non-Adventists-and perhaps especially of
Calvinistic non-Adventists-had become enough
of an issue as to attract attention by 1952

was challenged by his own son 10 publish
to the world that he found Scventh-day
Adventists to be truly Christian.

But still, a difliculty had arisen with
the charge of unorthodox teachings: what
could be done; what s"ould be done?

The troublesome issues involved ac-
cusations of teaching (the
view that Christ was a created being), a
sinful nature of Chrisl, incomplete
atonement Iheory, Galatianism (salva-
tion by law keeping), and extreme
sectarianism."3 The Evangelicals pointed
to the lack of a formal Seventh-day
Adventist creed as the rOOI of the prob-
lem. How could any denomination ever
maintain doctrinal integrity without a
creed to define the boundaries of what
was to be considered acceptable?

For their part, the Adventists asserted
that these areas of difliculty were not
representative of mainline Adventism and
that the General Conference would inves-
tigate such instances. If the Adventists
were to distance themselves from these
points ofconcern, it would be necessary to
demonstrate 10 Ihe Evangelicals lilm there
was indeed a widespread consensus
within the denomination which did not
countenance such Icachjng.

Two avenues presented themselves lbr
the accomplishment of the task. A travel
itinerary was arranged [or Walter Martin
to see Adventism in a variety of sCllings
ranging from the east Co..151 to the west
coast of the United Stales and then on to
mission stations overseas. In asecond line
of action, plans were made to forn1alize
the Adventist responses to Manin's ques-
tions, and then to have these published as
a book having received the careful
scruliny of Adventist leaders the world
over. This volume, of course, came to be
known as Seventh-day Adventists Answer
Questions on Doctrine. This lattcr Objec-
tive was given into thc hands of a four-
tccn-member committcc composed of R.
R. Figuhr (General Conference president
and chairman of the commillee), A. V.
Olson, W. B. Oehs, L. K. Dickson, H. L.
Rudy, A. L. Ham, J.1. Robison, W. R.
Beach, C. L. Torrey, F. D. Nichol, T. E.
Unruh, R. A. Anderson, L. E. Froom, and
W. E. Read.'

Passing quickly over another year of
conferences, we may conclude that the
CITOfls of the Adventist representatives
were convincing. The formal discussions
bctween Advcntists and Evangelicals
came to a MlUral close. Qltestiolls 011
Docrrine was published by the Review
and Herald late in 1957. Delays plagued

the work of 'MIlter Martin, but The Trill"
About Sevenrh-dayAdventism was finally
produced by Zondervan in 1960. A mo-
mentous work had been completed; but
for the Seventh-day Adventist Church
there were to come decadesof un foreseen,
and still unresolved, eonOic!.

The Adventist brethren, in 1955, had
assured the Evangelicals that the "unor-
thodox" points of doctrine were "being
corrected." Perhaps this response was
simply spur of the momenl, a general
reply as to what the denomination tried to
do with all heretical teachings. On the
other hand, perhaps it was more. There is
evidence to support the contention that
some within the denomination were al-
ready taking activesteps toeliminate from
the collective Adventist ntind certain doc-
trines which did not accord well with the
orthodox views of Ihe Evangelical world.

Perhaps a very few extremely per-
ceptive readers had noticcd a rcvision in
the 1946 reprinting of the book lJible
Reodings for the HOllie Circle. Certainly
nothing much was said of it at the time.
But a simple comparison of this edition
with former ones quickly shows that the
seclion entilled Sinless Life" had
been rewrillen. No longer did this
volume reOeci the consistent position
held by the denomination over Ihe last
ninely-four years. Ii slOod as Ihe
bellwcther of things to come in muting
the herctofore unanimous position of the

Adventist Church that Christ had ac-
cepted, nOI the sinless nature of man al
his creation. bUI rather the nature of the
sinful mcn whom He sought to save.

Six years passed before Ihe first
echoes of this new line of thought were
to be heard. The July 10 and 17, 1952,
editions of the Review and Herald car-
ried a two-part editorial which picked up
the strain. "Adventists believe that
Christ, the 'last Adam,' possessed, on
His human side, a nature like that of the
'first man Adll:'., a nature free of any
defiling taint of sin:'

Here, set in a confusing context
which could only leave readers wonder-
ing as to the author'S intent, was an
isolated statement of a Christology en-
tirely new to Adventism. We can gain,
perhaps, a glimpse of the source of this
comment in the much-respected editor's
closing thoughts:

"In conclusion, a word of counsel to
some of our Adventist writers and
speakers may be in order. ... When we
speak of the taint of sin, the germs ofsin,
we should remember that we are using
metaphorical language. Critics, espe-
cially those who sec the Scriptures
through Calvinistic eyes, read into the
term 'sinful Oesh' something Ihat Ad-
ventist theology docs not require. Thus
if we use the term 'sinful Oesh' in regard
to Christ'S human nature, as some of OUT
writers have done, we lay ourselves open
to misunderstanding."

It would appear that the erilicism of
non-Adventists-and perhaps especially
of Calvinistic non-Adventists-had be-
come enough of an issue as to attract
allention by 1952. It would also ap-
pear-though this is of course a mattcr
ofspeculalion-that by 1952 it had been
forgottcn that the author forcmost in
applying the term "sinful Oesh" to the
nature of Christ was nonc other than
Ellen G. White.

Perhaps Ihe single greatest slep
loward Ihe development of new Advent-

iSl doctrine was not one taken by Ad-
ventists at all. Donald Grey Barnhouse at
last met the challenge put to him by his
son, and the September 1956 issue of
Eternity carried his article "Are Seventh-
day Adventists Christians?" causing a
tempomry loss of nearly one fourth of
the magazine's subscribers. It was an
article which scandalized much of the
Evangelical world. Certain points of the
article also scandalized members of Ihe
denomination it was meant to commend.

In his article Mr. Barnhouse told of
the shock caused to his new-found
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Their group had become acutely aware of
Ellen G. White statements which indicate that
the atoning work of Christ is now in progress
in the heavenly sanctuary

brethren when, in the course of one of the
early confcrence meetings. they were
presented with evidence of Adventist
tC<1ching contrary to the positions they
were now advocating. "He pointed out to
them that in their bookstore adjoining the
building in which these meetings were
taking place a cerlain volume published
by them and written by one of their
ministers categorically stated the con-
trary to what they were now asscning.
The leaders sent for the book, discovered
that Mr. Marlin was correct, and immedi-
alely brought this [aci to the attention of
the General Conference officers, that this
situation might be remedied and such
publications be corrected. This same pro-
cedure was repeated regarding the nature
of Christ while in the Desh which the
majority of the denomination has always
held to be sinless, holy, and perfect
despite the fael that certain of their writ-
ers have occasionally gotten into print
with contrary views completely repug-
nant to the church at large. They further
explained to Mr. Martin that they had
among their number certain members o[
their 'lunatic fringe' even as there arc
similar wild-eyed irresponsibles in every
field of fundamental Christianity.'"

A small number of Adventists, rC<1d-
ing Barnhouse's critique of their church,
were concerned. It appeared thai he was
right when he said "the position of the
Adventists seems to some of us in cer-
lain cases 10 be a new position." NO! all
were pleased to sec lhe church SO hastily
adopting new positions. And when the
article spoke of "the majority group of
sane leadership which is determined to
put the brakes on any members who seck
[0 hold views divergent from thai of the
responsible leadership of the denomina-

they worried more yet.
Dr. Barnhouse was pointed in his

evaluation of the doctrine of the invcs-
tigative judgment and the Most Holy
Place ministry of Christ bcginning in
1844: "It is to my mind, therefore, noth-
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iog more than a human, face-saving
idea! It should also be realized that some
uninformed Seventh-day Adventists
look this idea and carried it to fantastic
literalistic extremes. Mr. Martin and I
heard the Adventist leaders say, Datly,
that they repudiate all such extremes.
This lhey have said in no uncertain
terms. Further, they do not believe, as
some of their earlier leachers taught, thal
Jesus' atoning work was not completed
on Calvary but instcad that He was still
carrying on a second ministering work
since 1844. This idea is also totally
repudiated."

In summary, he made it clear that
C\vc personally do nOl believe that there
is even a suspicion of a verse in Scrip-
ture to sustain such a peculiar position
[as the investigative judgment], and we
further believe thai any cffon to estab-
lish it is stale,j7at, and IlI1projilable!"7

Following Ihis pUblic announcement
of the conferences' outcome, the slow
pace of change quickened decidedly. We
rind new ground being broken in the
pages of Ministry magazine in Septem-
ber of 1956, and February and April of
1957. The first of these sources boldly
proclilimcd thai Christ in His incarnation

"took [the] sinless nature of Adam
before [the1 fall."· The second an-
nounced a doctrinal position never
before propounded by oflicial Advent-
ism, that "lhe sacrificial act on the cross
[was] a complete, perfect, and final
atonement for man's sin."

Perplexingly, the same article speaks
first of "the sacrificial death of Christ on
the cross," then of "the ministry of our
heavenly High Priest in the sanctuary
above on the antitypical day of atone-
ment," and finally concludes thm each
aspect is ,jincomplete without the other,
and each [is] the indispensable comple-
ment of the other." Apparently the
wrilcr saw no contradiction in all Ihis.9

In the third of these historic issues of
Mil1istry it was announced that "when

the incarnate God broke into human
history and became one with the race, it
is our understanding that He possessed
the sinlessness of the naturc with which
Adam was creatcd in Eden."

These developments proved of great
concern to one aged and respeclcd
worker of the church. M. L. Andreasen,
long-time administrator, educator, and
aUlhor was universally considered an
authority on the doctrine of the sanctu-
ary. As early as the fifteenth of February,
1957, he felt constrained to raise a call of
alarm" Writing first a personal letter to
a single individual at denominational
headquarters in Wlshington, D.C., Elder
AndrC<1SCn's cry of alarm grew until it
was heard throughout North America
and to a lesser exlent throughout the
world field. ll

Though originally concerned only
with the doctrinal pronouncements in
Ministry and Questions on Doctrine,
Elder Andreasen soon found cause for
evcn grcater distress. Early summer 1957
saw a copy of the minutes of the Ellen G.
White Estrtte mcctings in the month of
May placed in his hands. This was, to be
sure, an unusual violation o[ the normal
confidentiality afrorded such agroup. An-
dreasen believed it to be providential.

From these minutes he learned thaI
on the first of May two men (whom
Andreasen rerers to only as Elders "R"
and ''1'1.') approacllcd the board with the
suggestion lhal certain statementS of the
Spirit of Prophecy be "clarified" by the
inclusion of explanatory footnotes. It
appears lhal Ihese two gentlemen, and
others of thcir llgroup" had "become
acutely aware of Ellen G. White state-
ments which indicate theH the atoning
work of Christ is now in progress in Ihe
heavenly sanctuary."ll

In light of this concern it was "sug-
gested to the trustees that some foot-
notes or appendix notes might appear in
certain o[ the E. G. White books, clarify-
ing very largely in lhe words of Ellen
White our understanding of the various
phases of the atoning work of Christ."

Since "it was felt by the brethren who
joined the trustees in this discussion, that
this is a mailer which will come promi-
nently to the from in the near future," it
was suggested that '\ve would do well to
move forward with the preparation and
inclusion o[suchvolcs in [uture printings
of the E. G. White books."13

The final decision was postponed for
some lime, but it was eventually con-
cluded that such a plan was nOI wise. In



Let me assure you that I am in good
health-not a mental case, not senile, not even
dead, as has been reported.

the meantime, however, Andreasen drew
the allention of many workers of the
church to the developments taking place
in Washington. He thus found himself in
a position of controversy with the de-
nomination, and was accordingly warned
in a leller dated Dccember 15, 1957, that
10 continue publicizing thc matter would
"undoubtcdly bring up the matter of your
relationship to the cl1urch."14

A month and a half latcr hc was askcd
why he had never asked for a hearing at
the General Con[erencc. This was a new
thought to him. After the extensive corre-
spondence he had carried on, and since
the mallcr had been repeatedly declared
closed by General Conference repre-
sentatives, he had never thought that it
was his responsibility to ask [or a hcar-
ing. BUI if that was what was nceded, by
all means, he would ask.

[n fact, he was more t!lan willing to
have a hearing. His only request was
"that the hearing be public, or that a
stenographer be prescnt, and that I rc-
ceive a copy of the minutes."

In responsc, the brcthren suggested
that "a tape recording would likely be
the most practical way o[ doing this."
Noting, however, that no comment had
been made of his receiving a copy of this
recording, Andreasen wrOte on the
twenty-first or February seeking explicit
confirmation of his rcquest. In rcsponse
he was told that "the brethren had in
mind recording on tape the proceedings
of the meeting. This would provide a full
record of what is said and done. We
assume that such a complete record
would be agreeable 10 you."

The wording seemed to say that he
would be given a copy-but, still, the
brethren nevcr really came right out and
said it in so many words. Would it be
impolite to ask yet again? But he had no
choice, the condition was imperative-
lie liad lG know. On the twelfth of March
he wrote again: HI am still waiting for
definite word that not only will a tape
recording be made, but that I will get a
copy."

In response he was told that "in
discussing this with the officers, it oc-
curs to the brethren that we do this,
which would seem fair to all concerned:
a secretary be appointed [rom the group
to write out the conclusions we arrivc at,
and these be submitlcd to lhe whole
group for approval, after which each will
be given a copy. \Ve believe, Brol her
Andreasen, that this suggestion will be
agreeable 10 you."

Not surprisingly, this suggestion \...'as
not agreeable to Andrcasen. "There
would be no stenographer, 110 tape re-
cording, no minutes at all, but one of the
mcn would writc down the conclusions
arrived at. And that was supposed to be
agreeable to me! It cenainly was not
agrceablc to me. It was a completc
brench of faith. It was like substituting
Leah for Rachel"l'

The impasse continued. The brcthren
in \Vashington felt that Andreasen was
completely out of line in publicizing his
concerns to the membership of the
church. For his pan, Andreasen becamc

marc and more convinced that some-
thing was wrong, seriously wrong, with
Ihe leaders of the church he loved. In
desperation he published and circulated
the familiar series of six "Letters to the
Churches" now repril1led in book form
under that title.

Soon lhe aged veteran's health began
to falter. No longer able to carryon the
vigorous schedule of former days, his
inlluence was not so strongly felt.
Rumors, somc quite far-fetChed, began
to circulatc. Tn a private letter wriHen in
June of 1959 he tried to SCi the record
straight: HLct mc assure you that I am in
good health-not a mental case, not
senile, not even dead, as has been re-
ported." And in regard to doctrine? HNo,
I have not recanted." But it was of little
usc. Eight months later the recantation
story was still circulating.16

On April 6, 1961, the denomina-
tion's representatives assembled for
Spring Council registered their strong
displcasure with tile course Andreascn
fwd chosen. The ministerial credentials
which he had held for so many years
werc suspendcd. Two reasons were
citcd: 1) bringing discord and confusion
into the ranks by voice and pen, and 2)
rcfusing to respond favorably to appcals
to make aSt8!CmCnt of his differences to
the Gcneral Conference cxcept on his
own p<Uticular terms. l1

Not informed of the aClion till after
the fact, Andreasen no doubt found it
one of the greatesl sorrows of his lifc.
Perhaps it was divine mercy which al-
lowed him to pass to his rest soon after.
February 19, 1962, he breathed his lasl.
On the first of March the General Con-
[erence Commillee voted to revoke their
former action of suspending his creden-
tials. He was to be listed in the denomi-
national yearbook once more. IS ffiI

To be continued
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Encouraging Individual Initiative
THIS is the day for designer clothes,

fast foods and crowds moving along
en masse almost as one man. One can
travel around the world and find 1hat
vast, speedy-communication apparatus
creates a climate where almost everyone
thinks alike, looks alike, and acts alike.

Recently while I was in the Orient, I
was told that the western look is in.
Apparently many Japanese are trying
various ways to make their faces look
western. As I was leaving the plane in
Medan, Indonesia, I was met by a young
Chinese businessman who surprised me
by saying, "How are the Oklahoma Sate
University Cowboys doing?"

For some time now we have seen
similar developments in the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, to Ihe extent that
mosl people arc nOl willing to venture
out for the Lord unless some plan has
been unveiled that has made ils way
down from the General Conference, to
the Union, and then 10 11,c local confer-
encc. We have become programmed. We
wanl the way paved (or uS with a
guarantccd incomc, plenty of fringe
benefits, and a week with the

weekends free. I am sure that this was
not Paul's first thought when he received
the Maeedonian call. In the past our
church has had the "white Bible plan,"
Mission '71, and Mission '72. I am not
criticizing those plans, but instead I
speak Out for individual initiative in the
Lord's work.

God has made each onc of uS very
different. No two fingerprints or palm
prints arc alike. Not even two snow
flakes are exactly alike. Wc are made
unique, and havc many diffcrent
ests, talents, and abilities. God has given
"gifts unto men," the Bible says. Now is
the time to tap this fantastic wealth of
ideas and plans for the Lord's work. r
wonder what would happen if Advent-
ists everywhere would say, "I have
tain talents that others may not have. I
will ask the Lord for direction in my use
of tilese gifts, and tilen move in the
direction that He may lead me." Think
about the faith of Abraham, "a man who
went out to a place he knew not." Have
you ever thought of venturing for the
Lord into some direction that you have
never tried before?

Perhaps we should forget precon-
ceived ideas. 11 was nOI God who carne
up with an eight-hour workday and all
the requirements regarding work that
man has now devised. These pronounce-
ments are nol for those who believe in
Him, love His Son, and who love His
church and its message. No, the persons
who arc the "called-out ones" will say
like Ruth, "Whither thou goest, I will go;
and where thou lodgest, I will lodge." Is
God calling you? Have you been waiting
to move Out by faith and begin some
work for Him') Some say that they arc
too timid, don't have enough education,
or not enough training. I havc learned
long ago that real conversion makcs one
an instant soul-winner as I have watched
new converts in evangelistic meetings
go out and tell what the Lord had done
ror them.

"What can I do')" you say. Look at
your neighbor's house. Do you know
all of your neighbors? Go visit thcm

Jim Jliller, (l pastor and evangelisf, is JlOW
serving as fhe principal Of Oklahoma

which he fOlJnded.

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!I Jiill Hiner I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Sincerity, faith and Christlike loveliness are
greatly admired by everyone, and will carry you
a long way toward reaching people. We have too
long been enamored with what people know
instead of whether they really know the Lord

with a loaf of fresh bread and leave an
attraclive pamphlet or a book. We have
a friend who is in her 70s, and she goes
block by block in Seattle passing out
our books and getting acquainted. She
already has logged several square
miles.

Enliven your vocabulary as you
visit so that the people will know you
are a Christian. Don't be afraid to talk
about Jesus and what He has done for
you. Say, "God bless you," "I'll be
praying for you," "Praise the Lord,"
and "May I pray with you before I
leave?"

Recenllya Irllck driver from Roadway
pulled Ollt from our faclory 81 Oklahoma
Academy and stopped at our lillie store.
He told am clerk that he had just had a
wonderful experience. One of our
academy ooys had been talking to him
about the Lord, and hewas stopping 10 sec
if she had any Christian literature, CSPCM
Gially some wrillen by someone by the last
name of "White." A few days later he was
at our plant again, and he and I visited
[lOOut spiritual things. He was thrilled to
find someone in the work place who
would talk to him about the Lord.

Whcn I was a boy growing up in
Yakima Valley, \Vashinglon, the first
evangelistic meetings I attended were
conducted by laymen. It can still be
done. You can find a town and hold
some meetings. Our message is so
simple and easy to present that anyone
can do it after a lillie pmclice. Try hold-
ing a Daniel and Revelation Seminar.

Do you have a vegetarian restaurant
in your IQ\vn? Start one in a good loca-
tion, and gel ready to work 16 hours a
day for a while. Involve the whole
family, and get other church members
involved. Use young people. Make it a
warm and friendly place where good
wholesome food is served and warm
Christian friendships are made. The
Lord will make thc place an evangelistic
center if you let Him.

Why not start a dayMcare center in
your church or some place that can be
made allractive? That's evangelism! We
started a day-care center IwO years ago.
At first we had only IwO children. Then
it was thrcc, then four, and now wc have
60 enrolled. I've held 99 series of evan-
gelistic meetings, but this cenM
ter is as great evangelism as r have ever
been involved in, and we are seeing
tremendous results. When you reach
people's children, you reach them. If
you want to know how, come and spend

a few weeks with us. Think what would
happen if we had 3,000 to 4,000
Seventh-day Adventist day-care centers
in the United Stales. However, we have
to keep our priorities straight, and re-
member that we cannot teach doctrine
Ihere. But it is possible to run a spiritual
program, that is certain. Ours is run like
a perpelual Vacation Bible School.

What about a health center, or maybe
a drug-rehabilitation program? Sound
frightening? Television did for me until I
rcally wenl into it. Most things only
appear difficult. If someone else can do
it, you can too. Many times the simple
layman can move in, whereas the expcrt
may take years.

My wife and r were members of a
committee ncar aSeventh-day Adventist
educational center to study the possibili-
ties of starting a prevcntive health pro-
gram. Doctors and professors were on
tilis committec. Two experts in the field
of nUlrition spoke to this group. These
two nutrition experts killed the program
wilh their negative input. My word to
you then is, Don't be inlimidated by
authority. Move out, and start some-
thing. SincerilY, faith and Chrisllike
loveliness arc greatly admired by every-
one, and will carry you a long way
toward reaching people. We have too
long been enamored with what people
know instcad of whcther Ihcy rcally
know the Lord.

If your church is largc, and there
arc nearby communities around you,
start a church. There will be difficul-
ties, but that shouldn't stop you if you
put your trusl in the Lord, and refuse to
give up.

Arc you in a small church where you
don't have a churCh school? Start one.
"But," you say, "what about accredita-
tion?" Let the people who arc worried
aboul Ihal continue to worry about it.
You can start a school with one child and
one teacher. Read what Sister White says
about manual training, and start a work-

study program at the same time. Come
and visit us if you would like to sec how
a school like this is run.

There are many ways in which we
could let our light shine if we would
put first things first. "This one thing I
do," should be our philosophy. Start a
Bible study group and invite some non-
Adventists. Start a prayer group and
invite nonMAdventists. One must, how-
ever, remember that prayer groups and
study groups can go off on [anatical
tangents unless some form of outreach
is begun in conjunction with them.

Listed below are some ideas you can
try in reaching others:
1. Call on every new family who

moves into your community.
2. Be a good Samaritan in your

munity, and look for people in need
around you.

3. Be a part-time or [ull-time litera-
ture evangelist.

4. Get Sabbath afternoon activities
going in your church. Seventh-day Ad-
ventist young people frequently tell me
that they arc bored, and that their parents
sleep all Sabbalh afternoon.

5. See that all the children are in
Seventh-day Adventist schools.

6. Go visiting with your pastor.
7. Say "Amen" in church once in a

while. We need the lift.
8. Go to prayer meetings, and invite

someone else to go.

9. Leave attractive pamphlets in
places where people have to wait, such
as a laundromat, bus or train depot. Do
not leave many tracts, as the cleaning
people may remove them to the trash.

Since you arc unique, the Lord will
have a special list just [or you. Find out
what it is. I would appreciate it if you
would send mc any ideas you have so
that we can begin to incorporate them
into our school outreach program. Re-
member, "I can do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me." PhiM
Iippians 4:13 g
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The
Image
to the
Beast
PartTwo

The Sundny Law Wns InelTectunl

This law banned work, but as the
people had not such religion as would
cause them 10 devote the day 10 pious
and moral exercises, the effect of the law
only enforced idleness, thus multiplying
opportunities for dissipation. Con-
sequently the circuses and theaters
throughout the empire were crowded
every Sunday.

This result was nOl what the bishops
wanted. Work had been forbidden that
people might go to church. Instead, they
crowded to the circus and the theater,

This law was passed in the laller pan
of the fourth cenlury. During the lime of
Theodosius, "by a law of Ihe year 386
those older changes effected by the
emperor Constantine were marc rigor-
ously enforced; and, in general, cil'il
transactions of every kind on Sunday
were strictly forbidden. Whoever trans-
gressed was to be considered, in fact, as
guilty of sacrilege.'"

Joh" Gosboll is the dean of the Institute of
Ministry, Wichita, Kansas.

phase and form of sun-worship. Other
Chrislians compromised, especially
those in Ihe East, by observing bolh
Sabbath and Sunday.

Against this church-and-state in-
trigue there had been, as against every
other step in t e course of the apostasy,
earnest protest by all real Christians. But
when it came to the IX>int where the
church enforced by the power of the
Slate Ihe observance of Sunday, this
protest became stronger Ihan ever.

In order to accomplish her original
purpose, therc are, it finally became nec-
essary for the church to secure legislation
ending all exemption, and prohibiling Ihe
observance of the Sabbath so as 10quench
that powerful protest. To crush oul Ihe
observance of the Sabbath of the Lord,
and to establish in its stead the observance
of Sunday only, the Council of Laodicca
enacled Canon 29 which Slated: "Chris-
tians shall nOI Judaize and be idle on
Saturd.1Y, but shall work on that day; but
Ihe Lord's day they shall especially honor,
and, as being Christians, shall, if possible,
do no work on Ihat day. If, however, they
arc found Judaizing, they shall beshut out
[rom Chris!.".!

WHEN A UNION of the "Christian
church" and the stale was being

effected in Ihe fourth century, one of the
first objectives of the bishops was to
obtain Sunday legislation.

About A.D. 314, in behalf of the
church a law was secured by the bishops
that on Friday and on Sunday "Ihere
should be a suspension of business at the
courts and in other civil offices, so thai
the day might be devoted wilh less inter-
ruption to the purposes of devotion."l

True Christians Protested

At every step in adopting Ihe forms
of sun-worship and Ihe observance of
Sunday, those who remained failhful 10
Christ and to the trulh of the pure Word
of God prolested the popular disloyally.
These Bible-believing Chrislians ob-
served the Sabbath of the Lord accord-
ing to the commandment. According to
the Word of God, the Sabbath is Ihe sign
by which the Lord, Ihe Creator of the
heavens and the earth, is distinguished
from all other gods. See Exodus 31:15-
18; Hebrews 4:1-11. These Christians
accordingly protesled against every
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The church members had not enough religion
or love of right to do what they professed to
believe was right; therefore the State was asked
to take away from them all opportunity to do
wrong

and the audiences of the bishops became
smalL Church leaders complained Ihal
the themer was vastly more patronizcd
than the church.4

The next step, therefore, WilS for the
church to seek a law to force the circuses
and theaters to close on Sundays emu
olhcr special church days, so thell the
churches and the theaters should nOI be
open at the same time. In the circuses
and the theaters large numbers of men
were employed, among whom were
many church members. But thc chmch
members would not give up their Sun-
day employment. The bishops com-
plained that these were "compelled to
work," and were "prohibited to wor-
ship"; they pronounced it "persecution,"
and demanded more Sunday laws for

In A.D. 401, there[ore, a law was
enacted thm "on Sundays and feast d<1ys,
no plays may be performed." In 425 an
imperial law upheld this canon of the
church. The reason given in support of
the petition was not only that those who
worked in government offices and em-
ployments at such times were per-
secuted, but also that" 'the people con-
gregate more to the circus than to the
church.' The church members had not
enough religion or love of right to do
whm thcy professed to believe was right;
therefore the State was asked to tnke
away from them all opportunity to do
wrong; then they would all be Chris-
tians!"6

First, the church had all work on
Sunday forbidden so that people mighl
worship and attcnd to things divine. But
the people would not worship. Tiley
went to thc circus and the thcater instead
of to church. Then the church had laws
enacted closing circuses and theaters in
the hope that the people might attend
church. But evcn then the people would
not, for they had no real religion.

Sunday Laws Lead to Persecution

The logic of the siluation then was to
compel them to be devoted-to compel
them to be religious. The theocratical
bishops supplied a theory tl1at exaclly
met the dem.1nds of the case; Augustine
s"id, "Many must often be brought back
to their Lord, like wicked servants, by
the rod of temporal sutTering, beforc
tilCY auain the highcst grade of religious
development.'" Of this theory tile his-
torian justly observes: "It was by
Augustine, then, that a theory was

posed and founded \vhich ... contained
the germ of th;)t whole system of spir-
itual despotism or inlolcrancc and per-
secution which ended in the tribunnls of
the Inquisilion."s

This monstrous evil developing out
of the union of church and Slate, made
by Constantine and the hishOps, was
followed by the final and [earful
fall and utler ruin o[ the Roman Em-
pire.

The Foundation Ro<.:k of the Church

The Papacy's foundntion \,,'as built
upon a wrong prinCiple. For this rcason
it was helpless to elchicve reform either
of the world without or of its memhers
wilhin.<) Jesus snid to Peter, "You are
Peter (petros1 a detached stone-in our
commOn vernacular, a rOlling stone) and
upon this rock (petra, a rock-a mass of
living rock) 1 will build my church."
Matthew 16:18; all references are NKJV

The Bible leaches that Jesus Christ is
the one supernatur<1l, spiritual Rock. See
Daniel 2; Matlhew 21 :42-44; 1 Peter 2;
Ephesians 2; Isaiah 8; Deuteronomy 32.
On this spiritual Rock Jesus said Ihat Hc
would build His church. Matthew 1.6:1.8.
According to the Scriptures, tile church
is to be the espoused of Jesus Christ.
2 Corinthians 11 :.1-3. A marriage is not
of three or [our or six, but "the two shall
become one llcsll.... I speak concern-
ing Christ and the church." Ephesians
5:3l-32; emphasis supplied

The church, then, is to be one with
Chris!, one in spirit, one in purpose, one
in character. Sec John 17. Jesus said,
"My kingdom is nOl of this world....
For this cause 1 was born, and [or this
cause I have come into the world, that I
should bear witness to the truth. Every-
one who is of the truth hears My voice."
John 1.8:36-37. Jesus also said, "So
likewise, whoever of you docs not for-
sflke <111 that he has cannot be My dis-
ciple." Luke 14:33

James said that the friendship of the
world is enmity with God. James 4:4.
Jesus and the apostles while Icaching
people to be subject to the civil govern-
ment in civil matlers, in mallers pertain-
ing to this world (sec Luke 1.2:13-14;
John 5:4l; Luke 1.6:13-1.5; Matthew
5:39-42; Matthew 22:16-21; Romans
1.3; 1. Peter 2:13-25; 4:13-19) taught at
tlle same time a sharp distinction be-
tween the civil matters of this world and
the things of the kingdom ofGod, that is,
spiritual mailers. Jesus said, HRender
therefore to Caesar the things that are
Caesar's, and to God the things that arc
God's." Matthew 22:21. Concerning
spirituill mallcrs, mailers oE conscience,
the apostles said, "We ought to obey
God rathcr than men." Acts 5:29

Church and State

A brief rcllection on Jesus' plain
statement in Matthew 22:21 reveals the
divine prohibilion of church-state union.
Jesus did not say to render all to Caesar.
His statement forbids that. Some things
arc not to be rendered to Caesar but to
God. Some things such as worship (see
Matthew 4:1.0) do not belong to Caesar
but to God alone. Jesus' statement for-
bids us to yield to the state those things
that belong to God. Therefore implicit in
the statement of Jesus is the strictest
command that the things or God cannot
be merged with the things of the state.
The church belongs to God because He

purchased it with the blood of His Son.
A man's religious duty is between him
and God alone. Sec Matthew 23:8

The other side of Jesus' statement
has the same enormous implicalions in
the opposite direction. The things of the
stelle hnve to do with man's civil rela-
tions with his fellow men. This civil
authority belongs 10 the state, having
been given to it by God. The church, the
espoused of Christ, has no right to re-
quire of mcn any civil duty.tO
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The real proof of connection to the Lord for a
church or a person is bearing the divine fruit of
such a relationship

Thc civil duty which we owe to the
government is spelled out in the New
Testament to include taxes, customs,
honor, and respect (Romans 13:7), the
duty not to murder, sleal, engage in
clandestine, secretive or underhand bus-
iness, or to relate to a neighbor in an evil
way.

Inner Life Principle of the Papacy

In the early part of the fourth cen-
lUry, the bishops of the church and Con-
stantine attempted to effecI amarriage of
the church and the state, in which the
church (the Papacy) eventually became
dominanl, using the statc for her own
purposes. To understand this false theory
which teaches that the Christian church
and the state should be united is to
understand the inner life principle or the
Papacy.ll

It is true that there was a theocracy in
the Old Testament. As we have seen,
however, the Lord said that after the
passing of the kingdom orJUdah, "It [the
theocracy in which the God of heaven
was in reality the ultimate ruler of the
government] shall be no longer, until He
comes whose right it is; and I will give it
Him." Ezekiel 21:25-27

In the fourth century. however, 1he
bishops of the church had an ambilion "
'to assert the government as a kind of
sovereignty [or themselves.' Nor was it
alone government in the church which

they were anxious to assert; but govem-
me11l in IheSlate as well,to be used in the
interests olille cllurch. For, 'there had in
fact arisen in the church ... a false
tl1cocraticalthcory, originating, nal in the
essence of the gospel, but in the confu-
sion of the religious constitutions of the
Old and New Testaments.' "12

The church of God is to be the
espoused of Christ. 2 Corinthians
11:1-3. If she uniles herself with a
false religion or with the state, the
Bible declares her to be an unfaithful
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spouse-a harlot. See Ezekiel 16, 23;
Jeremiah 3; Revelation 2:18-24. This
merging of the church with the state is
part of the spiritual wine or intoxicat-
ing drink of rornieation of Ihe church
that causes the nations to lose their
spirilual rationale. It will eventually be
one of the instruments bringing about
the terrors of the end of the world.

Conclusion

The wife has not procreative power
of her own without her husband. rn the
same way the church cannot of herself
create purity and holiness within the
hearts of her members. But if the church
is connecled to Christ, that divine
miracle will happen. No church can
deliver any person from covetousness,
love of this world, or any other manner
of scJ[jshness or love of power and
position. But if any church is connecled
[0 Chris! those divine miracles of res-
toration to holy living will occur in her
mcmbers.

If a church's members cannot live
according to thc tcachings of the Ten
CommClndments, and according to the
teaChings of Jesus; if thcy cannot acquirc
His love,joy, and peace; if His character
and spirit docs not become their charac-
tcr and spirit; if responding to the tcach-
ings of that church docs not produce this
character Change, it is an infallible sign
Ihal such achurch is not really connected

to Christ. The real proofof connection to
the Lord for a church or a person is
bearing the divine fruit of such a rela-
tionsl1ip. Jolm 15:1-15; Galatians 5:22-
23; John 13:33-35

Even a brief study of the history of
Ihe church, in the early fourth cenlury
and aflcrwnrds, shows that from thai
time forward the church depended on
the govcrnment to enforce her teachings.
Since God said that the theocracy of
Judah would be no more (see again
Ezekiel 21:25-27) after the fall of Judah,

since Christ's kingdom is not of this
world (John 18:36-37), achurch becom-
ing a government of this world, or be-
coming unitcd with a government of this
world, and depending on the govern-
ment of this world to enforce her teach-
ings, eannol possibly belong to Christ or
be a part of the kingdom of God.

Christ will not be a party to a three-
sided relationship. 1 John 2:15-17. He
will nOI be a part of an adulterous rela-
tionship. Sec 2 Corinthians 6:14-18;
7:1; Matthew 6:19-24; Luke 14:33. A
person and likewise a church must
choose to be His and His alone, or
neither will belong to Rim at all. We
cannot be half the Lord's and half Ihe
world's possession. The most powerful
proof that the "church" of Ihal era was
not connected to Christ (but ralher to the
government of this world), was the
that she found it impossible to reform
the lives either of her members or of
sociely.

The state could make Sunday laws
but could not cause a person to worship
God in spirit and in truth. Only God can
do that. The state and church could pass
laws against tl1eft and all manner of
dishonesty, such as simony, but it could
not deliver Ihe human heart from covet-
ousness. Only God can do that. The slate
and church combined can pass decrees
against adultery, fornication, or any
other sin, but they cannot make a per-
son's heart pure and holy. Only God can
do that in every church connected to
Rim and in the heart of every believer
connected to Him. 2 Peter 1:1-11

The image to the beast being a rep-
lica of the beast will be formed like the
beast. The beast was formed as follows:

1. Church apostasy- the church lost
the power ofGod as a result of following
heathen rites and customs.

2. The church sought power rrom the
state to supply the lack.

3. A union of church and state was
formed.

4. The church became dominant over
the state.

5. Religious legislation was enactcd,
such as Sunday laws.

6. Persecution came upon those who
did not bow to the aUlhority of the
church and thc state.

Warnings for the Remnant

Concerning the seeking of the slale's
power and authority to enforce church
teachings, the Lord's messenger has this



10 say: "Lei Ihese men know Ihot God
does not hear their prayers. They insull
His holy name, and He will leave Ihem 10
Ihe buffetings of Satan until they sholl
sec their folly and seck Ihe Lord by
confession of their sin." Selected Mes-
sages, book 3, 299. "The interests of the
cause of God arc not to be commitlcd to
men who have no connection with
heaven." Ibid., 300. "Those church
members who appeal to Ihe COurtS of the
world show that they have chosen the
world as their jUdge, and their nQmes afC
registered in heaven as one with 1111-
believers." Ibid., 302-303. "To Icon
upon the arm of Ihe law is a disgrace to
Christians; yet this evil has been brought
in and cherished among Ihe Lord's
chosen people. Worldly principles have
been stealthily introduced, ... so much
dependence is placed on lawyers and
legal documents and agreemenls. Such a
condition of things is abhorrent 10 God,"
Ibid., 303; all emphasis supplied.

..:.:-
51-Volume Spirit of
Prophecy Library
all in three zipper-bound books

These books arc pocked! Each 8Vz x ll-ineh page eonlOins four p.1ges from one of
the "littlc red books." In nearly cvery casc the rcgular pagination is preserved intact by
photo-reducing each page as a whole, righl oul of the familiar volumes you arc used 10.
Piclures, section headings, chapter tilles-cverything is tllcre, jusl smaller than usual.
Still, the type ranges from eight points at the smallest (like lhis) to as large as eleven
points (like Ihis). You will have no trouble with these books. The high-quality paper is
extra thin [or convenience and extra whilc for easy visibility.

And look sclection you gel: Patriarchs ami Prophets, Prophets ami Kings, The Desire
ofAges, The Acts ofthe Apostles, 11leGreat Controversy, Thoughts From the Mounl ofBlessing,
Christ's Object Lessons, Early Writings, The Story ofRedemption, Life Sketches, Steps 10 Christ,
n,c Sallctifled Life, Testimonies to Ministers, Gospel Workers. Evangelism, Chris/i(lI! Service,
the complcte Scripture Index to the Spirit of Prophecy writings as found in vol. 1 of tht:
Comprehensive Index to tlte Wrilillgs of CI/cm G. White, Testimonies, vols. 1-9, Selected
Messages, books 1-3, FUlldamellfals ofChrisficlil Education, Educa/ion, COL/llseis to Parellts,
Teachers, and SlIIdCIlfS. Spirifl/al Gifts, vols. 1-4, ihe Adventistllome, Child Guidance, Welfare
Ministry, the Ministry o/llealing, COUIISeiS ollllcalth, Medical Ministry, COllnsels all Die/ and
Foods, 7(!1llpcrance, Messages to Youllg People, COllllsels 011 Stewardship, ColporteurMillistry,
The Publishing Ministry, COllllSelS to Writers al/(I Editors, all Sabbath School Work,
:lnd the Ellen G. Whitc commcnts from 111e Set·ellth·day Adl'entistlJible Can/memory, vol. 7-A.

"-Ill is set of books has been :1 tremendous blessing 10 me, When I tr:wcl on speaking
:lppointments I :1lw:'l)'s tnke :'Ilong my whole set of Spirit of Prophec), books. For }'cars I earried
(hem in a speci:t1I)' made 'captain's case.' It h:ld to be specially made because with ;)11 the books
inside it weighed 78 poundS, and Ihe trcatmcnt it n:ceived on the airlines mcant Ihat the original
casc lasled only about six months. Sheet mel:1\ :md fibcrgl:1s hclped hold things togcther aftcrthat.
Bllla( nearly 80 pounds it was a tcrrible slrain on my back. More Ihan once I gal:) really bad twist
when llried 10 lift it oul of a car Iflmk,

"Now those d3Ys arc over. I can fit these 1hrct.': volumcs and my Bible inlo a lillIe c:.ury-on bag,
:1nd i1 weighs anI)' about 15 pounds. If you want 10 corry God's Word with you, memorizc as
much as you can-and th.cn gct a sct of thcse books for the resL"-Pastor Ron Spenr

To lean upon the arm
of the law is a
disgrace to Christians

I AUgUSluS NC:lndcr, Uis/ory of the Christiall
Religiofl, vol. 2, sec. 3, p:lfl 2, div. 3, p:lr. 2. as
quoted in A. "[ Jones, rhe Grcal of
Bible Prophecy, (Oallie Creek: Review :lIlJ Ikr-
:111.1 Publishing Associ:llion, 1898), 476

2 Ch:nles J. I[dele, A /listory of the COlll/cils of
'he CIII/reh, From Origill(t/s, L:loJit'C':I, :IS
quoled in Jones, ibid., 486

J Ne:lnder, ibid., p.'1r, 4, :as quolcO in Jont's, ibid..
487

.. Joncs, ibid., 4SS-4S9
j Ibid., 489
6 Ibid., with :I quol:ltion from NI.':lIH..Icr.
ibid" par. 5

1 Augustine, The Correctioll of the DOllotists,
ch:lp. 6, Ir, by Sch:lrr, History of the Christian
Church, vol. 3, sec, 27, p:lT. 12, as qUOII.·J in
Jones, ibid., 491; see pages 378-491 for:l more
complete discussion of lhis period.

S NC:lndcT, ibid., vol. 2, sec. 2, pari 3, div. I, !:lSI
paT:lgr:lph, 3S quoted in Jones, ibid.

9 A. T. Jones, The ]i1'O Republics, (13."\lIlc Creek:
Review :lnd I-Icr:lld Publishing
t89t).299

IOJones, 711t: Great Empires of Bible Prophccy,
350-351

IIJones. The T...o Republics, 265
L!lbid .• with quol:llions from Ne:lnder, ibid .• vol.
2. sec. 2. p:lrl 1, diy. I, p:lr. 2
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leather-bound volumes, send
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The people o[ God have always
found relating to nonbelievers a deli-
cate-and sometimes perilous--exer-
cise. Thai there must be communication
is obvious, if for no other reason than
the e\'ongelistic work of the church. BUl
the questions of when, and how
milch will alU'oys remain. Christian Ed-
wardson, all Adl'Cl1fist allthor of a
generation ago, portrays the results of
olle sllch instance. 1J,e following selec·
lion is llraU'1l [rom his book Facts of
Faith, 97-99, published by rhe Soul/rem
Publishing Association in 1942.

M ITHRAISM, an outwardly re-
fined sun worship, invnded the

Roman Empire in 6713.C., and made way
[or itsel[by gathering under ilS wing all
the gods of Rome, so that "in the middle
o[ the third century [A.D.] Mithraism
seemed on the verge of becoming the
uni versal rei igion."-Encyclopedia
llritaJlnica, vol. 18, art. "Mithras," 624,
11th edition, 1911

That which mCldcMilhraism so
populClr was the facl thm the Roman
CaoSMS adopted it, and the soldiers
planted its banner wherever they went.
The higher schools of Greek learning
also accepted it, as did also the nobility,
or the beller classes o[ society, which
gave it great prestige. Its 'IMysterics"
had a bewitching and fascinating in-
Duence on the people. And Sunday, "the
venerable day of the sun," was the rx>pu-
lar holiday of Mithraism.

On the other hand, the primitive
Christian religion appeared to the
learned Greek scholastics and their [01-
lowers o[ eminent nobility only as "[001-
ishness" (see 1 Corinthians 1:18-23),
and the Romans looked down upon thc
Christians with disdain and uller con-
tempt. After the Jews had rebelled
against the Roman government (Jeru-
salem and its temple were destroyed by
TituS, A.D. 70, and multitudes of the Jews
were sold as Slaves), hatred and con-
tempt for them had become guite general
among the Romans, and everything
Jewish was despised. Thus Sunday, in
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the Roman world, stood for what was
eminent and popular, while the Sabbath,
kept by the Jews, stood [or what was
despised and looked down upon. The
templations placed before an aspiring
man, therefore, lay all in one direction.
Dr. J. L. Mosheim says:

"The profound respect that was paid
to the Greek and Roman mysteries, and
the extraordinary sanctity Ihat was ai-
tributed to them, were additional cir-
cumstances that induced the Christians
to give their religion a myslic air, in
order to put it upon an equal footing, in
point of dignity, with that of the Pagans.
For this purpose, they gave the name of
mysteries to the institutions of the
Gospel, and decorated particularly the
holy sacrament with Ihat solemn litle.
They used in that sacred institution, as
also in thal of baptism, several of the
terms employed in the Heathen myster-
ies, and proceeded so far, at length, as
even to adopt some of the ceremonies of
which those renowned mysteries con-
sisted. , , . A great part, therefore, of the
service of the Church, in this century,
had a certain air of the Hcathen mystcr-
ies, and resembled them considerably in
many particuiars."-llistory of the
Church, (2-vol. cd.) vol. 1, Cent. 2, part
2, chap. 4, par. 5, p. 67. New York: 1871

Gradually, as the church lowered its
standards, mony of the Greek scholars
accepted Christianity (while they re-
tained their heathen philosophy), and
they carried with them into the church
more or less of their former viewrx>int
and teaChing, Then, as heathenism as-
sailed the church, and the Roman
government persecuted it, these men.
such as Origen, Tertullian, Justin Martyr.
et a1., wrote "apologies" and "treatises"
to vindicate Christianity. They, how-
ever, sadly mixed heathen sentiments
with Christian doctrines, and the church
gradually became permeated with the
teachings of these men, who now had
become the new leaders. Dr. Cummings
soys:

"The Fathers who were really most
fitted to be the luminaries of tlle age in

which they lived were 100 busy in pre-
paring their Docks for martyrdom 10
commit anything to writing.... The
most devoted and pious of the Fathers
were busy teaching their Docks; the
morc vain and ambitious occupied their
time in preparing treatises. If all the
Fathers who signalized the age had com-
milted their sentiments to writing, we
mighl have had a fair representation o[
the theology of the ChUTch."-LecllIres
on Romanism, p. 203; quoted in llistory
o[ rile SobbOlll, J. N. Andrews, pp. 199-
200

In very short time, the customs of
Mithraism became incorporated into
Christianity. John Dowling, D. D., says:

"There is scarcely anything which
strikes the mind of the careful student o[
ancient ecclesiastical history with
greater surprise, than the comparatively
early period at which many of the cor-
ruptions of Christianity, which aTC em·
bodied in the Romish system, took their
rise."-History o[ Romanism, book 2,
chap.l, par. 1, p. 65

Christianity soon became so much
like Mithraism that there was only a step
between them. Frantz Cumont (who is
probably the best informed man o[ our
age on the subject o[ Mithraism) s.'ys of
Christianity and Mithraism:

"The two opposed creeds moved in
the same intellectual and moral sphere,
and one could actually p<1SS [rom one to
the other without shock or interruption.
. . . The religious and mystical spirit of
the Orient had slowly overcome the
whole social organism and prepared all
nalions to unite in the bosom of a uni-
versal church."-Orientol Religions in
Roman Paganism, pp. 210-211. Chi-
cago, lL: Open Court Pub. Co., 1911

The Introductory Essay [to the above
volume] by Grant Showerman says:

"Nor did Christianity StOP here. It
took [rom its opponents their own
weapons and used Ihem; the beller cle-
ments of paganism were transferred to
the new religion."-Ibid., pp. xi-xii I!!I



eontroversy is awakened, the adv0C<11es
of truth arc accredited with causing dis-
turbance. Those who are engrossed with
business, who are seeking (or gratilica-
tion of the carnal senses in following after
pleasure, care nothing for eternal rcali·
ties; but should not eternal matters be
presented to those who arc, as il were,
sleeping the sleep of death? Let earnest-
ness be awakened even amid contention,
and many will search (or truth as for
hidden treasure. In every audience where
Christ presented the truth in clear lines,
there were angry interruptions on the pan
of the priests and rulers, and their pro-
tests led to sharp contention, but in these
audiences there were many who said,
"This is ,he Christ ofGod."

The Scriptures were sufficicnlly clear
to prove that Christ was the Son of God,
the Messiah, the "light to lighten the
gentiles," and "the glory of thy people
Israel;" but the mincJs of men were so
darkened by the misapplication of Scrip-
ture, that, although prophecy was (ullill-
ing before their very eyes, in the teachings
and miracles o( Christ, yet they (ailed to
recognize the fullillment of prophecy and
remained in darkness. At times they were
convinced o( the truth, but the humiliation
of acknowledging the truth was greater
than they would endure.

Why did not the Jewish nation accept
of the evidences that were so clear and
convincing? The Holy Spirit bore witness
in the miracles that Chris' did. AU the
divine attributes were revealed in Him,
and though He bore the sufferings of
humanity, He was the Majesty of heaven.
He did not find a select few to whom to
teach the great eternal truths, but He set
these matters before the multitude; for the
world was His field. He set fonh the law
of His kingdom before both saint and
sinner, before the great men of the world
and before the common people. The truth
He taught was sent home to the heans of
those who heard by the power of the Holy
Spirit, to search their heans as wilh a
lighted candle. God was in Christ recon-
ciling the world unto Himself. Christ
taught the mysteries of the kingdom of
God by presenting truth to the minds of
men through some natural object that
unfolded its spiritual nature. His was not a
sublle, man-invented theory that but few
could perceive; it was the presentation of
that which met the needs of the suffering
and oppressed. However prejudiced men
were, they yet realized that His words met
their want. His words were simplicity

Controversy Awakened
by Truth

T HE congregation that assembled to
hear Christ's sennon on the mount

was a mixed multitude. Christ's hean
yearned over them with pitying tender-
ness; for He knew how great were their
needs. He used illustrations from the
things of nature and from their daily
practices to make clear to their minds
malters of eternal importance. His ullcr-
ances were full of tender love as He spoke
to the weary and the oppressed. He was
often interrupted by appeals (rom the sick
and the afflicted, and while He healed
their physical maladies, He administered
comfort to their hungry souls. His words,
"Thy sins be forgiven thee," (ell like a
refreshing shower upon some thirsting
souls, who knew not what to do to oblain
salvation. And He began to teach them
many things. He spoke unto them of the
kingdom o( God, presenting righteous-
ness as of the lirst consideration. He laid
open before them the claims of the law of
God. The commandments of God had

been buried up under a mass of human
sayings, and it was necessary that as a
detector He should separate the sacred
from the common.

Hi discourses created discussion
among the people, and though discussion
is not the most desirable thing, yet it is
preferable to cold, dead apathy. Christ's
interpretations of the Scriptures were as
new to those who claimed to be exposi-
tors of the law as they were to the
multitudes that thronged His steps; for
truth had been mutilated in the hands of
the scribes and rabbis. Christ came to
remove the rubbish, and to let the jewels
of trulh shine out in their priceles:;
beauty. He knew that His discourses
would create controversy, and excite the
passions of the scribes and Pharisees; but
He knew also ,hat controversy would be
belief than calm, when no one inquired,
"\Vhat is truth?" Calm comes after storm,
and inquiry must be roused in order that
advanced tru'h may be discovered. When

Ellen G. White
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Christ expounded the precepts of the law in
His sermon on the mount; for He knew that
some who were departing from it would return
to allegiance, and become representatives of
the Son and the Father

itself, and the most unlearned could com-
prehend their import as He promised rest
to the weary, and blessing upon the poor
and mournful. He did not present truth in
ambiguous language. There was too much
at slake to do this; for the ignorant arc
many, and the life of peace and rest is
obtained by the reception of truth. It was
necessary tlmt it should be made so plain
that no one of His hearers should be
misled.

Priests and rulers had interposed
themselves between the poople and God,
and they sought to interpose between
them and the great Teacher, even as they
do in this day. How great will be the
responsibility of men who seck to hinder
souls (rom entering into the kingdom or
heaven! The whole tenor of Christ's
teaching was contrary to that of the rabbis.
In His sennon on the mount He lore away
the middle wall of partition that separated
men one [rom another through national
prejudices, and taught the exercise of a
love that was to embrace the human race.
He said to the people: "Ye have heard that
it hath been said, Thou shalt love they
neighbor, and hate thine enemy. But I srlY
unto you, Love your enemies, bless them
that curse you, do good to them that hate
you, and pray for them wltich despitefully
use you, and persecute you; that ye may
be the children of your Father which is in
heaven: for He maketh His sun to rise on
the evil and on the good, and scndclh rain

on the just and on the unjust. For ifye love
them which love you, what reward have
ye? do nO! even the publicans the same"
And i( ye salute your brethren only, what
do ye more tl1<,n others? do nOl even the
publicans so? Be ye therefore perfecl,
even as your Father which is in heaven is
perfect." Mauhew 5:4:>-43

Christ teaches thai we arc to recognize
our neighbor in every race and condition
of men. No distinction is to be made as to
who is our neighbor, on the ground of
poverty, or wealth, or position. The fol-
lowers of Christ are 10 sec their ncightor
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in anyone who neecIs their help. ye
arc brethren." The Lord has not cstab-
lished a kingdom merely (or the rich, and
Ihe one essential thing for an entrance into
His kingdom is Christlikeness o( charac-
tcr. The Lawgiver explained the meaning
of lhe divine precepts, and showed that
they were not arbitrary rcquircmenlS, but
lhal in the doing of (hem there is life; for
Christ from the pillar of cloud had dis-
tinctly told them tl1<,t those who did them
should live in them. The Ten Command-
ments arc called in the New Testament the
royal law of liberty. [n obeying the divine
precepts, men will assimilate to the divine
chnrclclcr; for the characler of God is
expressed in His holy law. In substituting
their own ideas, in erecting their own
standard, Ihey will come to misrepresent
lhe Father and Jesus Christ, whom He has
sent, coming far shan of Christlikencss of
charnclcr. In erecting a standard for them·
selves, they will cling to their own defi-
ciencies, prdclicc their former habits, and
fall far below the perfection of Christ'S
character. But through the grace of Christ,
we should ever strive to reach lhe perfect
slJndmd.

\Ve arc in a world of imperfection,
and on every hand is the image of false
christs-Chrislians who arc Christians
only in name; [or they arc retaining
rejection;:]1 attributes of character, that
mark them as subjects of the enemy,
rather Ihan subjeCts of tile Prince Em-

manuel. Were they under the control of
Chrisl, they would bear His image and
superscription; but they are false christs,
misrepresenting Jesus, denying Him
every day in character, although profess-
ing 10 believe on His name. Christ ex-
pounded the precepts of the law in His
sermon on lhe mount; for He knew that
some who were departing from it would
relurn to allegiance, and become repre-
sentatives of the Son and the Father. m
Tile Signs of the Times, vol. 3, 246-247
(October 17,1895)

Melange
Bob Vun Kannon

Subject: The Big Bang Theory

Science News (vol. 135, 29, April
1989, 262) nOles that "one of the major
conundrums in cosmology today" is the
problem of figuring OUI how the incom-
parably large "Big Bang" that sup-
posedly began the universe about 12
billion years ago could have resulted in a
clumpy universe with galaxies and solar
systems.

I point out that describing how the
Big Bang could result in galaxies is
equivalent to trying to figure out a
theory that will describe how a stick of
dynamite exploding in a trash can could
result in a Swiss clockwork mechanism
(arming (rom the flying debris. There is
simply no empirical evidence anywhere
in the observable universe to support
any theory that says that order can arise
spontaneously from disorder.

This universe was created.

Subject: Liver Disease

Science News (vol. 135, 27, May
1989, 332) reports that many over-
weight Americans will be found to have
a liver disease and that "the doctor often
recommends a raft of unnecessary and
expenSive medical procedures trying to
get at the root o( the problem."

Studies at the Mount Sinai Medical
Center in New York City have con-
sistently shown that the liver problem
vanishes when the patient simply loses
weight. How simple!

Subject: A Call e of Irresponsibility

Science News (vol. 135, 27, May
1989, 332) notes that stimulant drugs
such as Ritalin have a bad psychological
impact on the children. The children
blame the drugs for their actions and
disavow responsibility (or themselves,
claiming they need a "good pill" to be
good.



VICTORY!
When you are forEptten or nesleded or purposely set at nausht. and

you do not stins and hurt at the oversiSht. but your heart is happy. beifi8
counted worthy to suffer for Christ- That is VICTORY.

When your sood is evil spoken of. when your wishes are crossed. your
advice disresarded. your opinions ridiculed. and you refuse to let anser
rise in your heart. or even defend yourself. but take it all in patient. Iovifi8
silence - That is VICTORY.

When you Iovifi8ly and patiently bear any disorder. any irresularity. any
impunduality. or any annoyance. when you can stand face to face with waste.
folly. extravasance. spiritual insensibility and endure it as Jesus endured it
- That is VICTORY.

When you are content with any food. any offerifi8. any raiment. any
climate. any society. any solitude. any interruption by the will of God - That
is VICTORY.

When you never care to refer to yourself in conversation. or to record
your own sood works. or itch afler commendation. when you can truly love
to be unknown - That is VICTORY.

When you can receive corredion and reproof from one of less stature

than yourself and can humbly submit inwardly as well as outwardly. flndifi8 no
rebellion or resentment risifi8 up within your heart- That is VICTORY.
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In his study William Miller sincerely
attempted to lay aside all preconceived
idees end allow the Bible to sIJC<lk for
itself. In every area but one he was
successful, but in thai one important area
his misunderstanding resulted in the
Great Disappointment of 1844.

Beginning with Genesis and taking
the Bible verse by verse, using only the
marginal references and a concordance,
he begen his study, proceeding only as
fast as the passages were clear to his
mind.

In his study of the Scriptures, his
conviction begen to grow thet many
expected events, such as the universal
reign of peece and the setting up of the
kingdom of God on the earth, could not
be supported by scriptural evidence.
Furthermore, many of the signs thet the
Bible indicated to be signs of the end of

Jack Kendall serves as the director of file
Truth for Today Bible correspondence
school ami as assistQllt fa tile executive
director oj /-lope Intematiollal.

might be a being so good and com-
passionate as 10 himself atone for our
trensgressions, end thereby save us from
suffering the penalty of sin. I immedi-
mely felt how lovely such a being must
be, end imagined that I could cast myself
into the arms of, and trust in the mercy
of, such a one. But the question arose,
How C.:1n it be proved that such a being
docs exist?' " Ibid., 319. He wes forced
to the conclusion that aside from the
Bible there was no evidcnce of such e
being, or [or that mallcr, of a fUlure
existence.

Turning to the Bible he discovered
there pictured just such a Saviour as he
hed imagined. The conflict created in
his thinking and his perplexity of mind
led him to esk the question, How could
en uninspired book adept itself so per-
fectly to the neecls of a fallen world?
Nowhere else could he find such a per-
son portrayed. In contemplating the
metter he was led to the conclusion that
he hed been in error with regerd to the
Scriptures, end thm they were truly in-
spired.

From the moment of that realization,
a new day dewned for William Miller. In
spite of the fect that he wes not then eble
to answer all the arguments against the
Bible that hed been presented to his
mind in the p.:1SI. his skepticism was
gone. Study of the Scriptures beceme his
chief delight and interest.

IJack Kendall I

Lessons
From the
Sanctuary

,
•

Part Seven

BORN IN Pittsfield, Messachusetts,
Februery 15, 1782, Williem Miller

was the eldest of 16 children. During his
early life he had to contend with poverty.
About 1804 he beceme involved with
some young men who were deists. After
studying the works of authors such as
Voltaire, Hume, Paine, and olhers, Mr.
Miller declared himself adeist.

After joining the army, and receiv-
ing a captein's commission in 1813, he
continued to serve until peace was dc-
clered.

Following his return to civilian life,
Mr. Miller settled his family in Low
Hampton, New York. He began to farm,
and as a farmer had some leisure time
for study. During times of reflection, he
found that his former philosophy geve
him no assurance of heppiness beyond
the present life. Beyond the grave all
was dark and gloomy. In his own
words: ')\nnihilalion was a cold and
chilling thought, and accountability was
sure destruction to all. The heavens
were as bress over my heed, and the
earth as iron under my feel. Eternity-
what was it? And death-why was it?"
The Great Controversy, 318. The more
he thought, the morc scatlcred were his
thoughts.

"In this state he continued for some
months. 'Suddenly,' he says, 'the char-
acter of a Saviour was vividly impressed
upon my mind. It seemed that there
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The eager watchers were again doomed to
disappointment. Their experience was much
like that of the disciples at the time of Christ's
first advent

all things and of the return of Jesus
were very much in evidence in the
world. The only conclusion that he
could draw was that the world must
soon pass away, and Ihat the relurn of
Jesus was much nearer than anyone
realized.

As he continued his study, he was
impressed with the history of prophecies
and their exact fulfillrncnI, each in ils
appointed time. When he became con-
vinced that he had found a line of proph-
ecy reaching to the second coming of
Christ, he could not fail to appreciate its
significance. This prophecy was found
in Daniel 8:14: ''And he said unto me,
Unto two thousand and three hundred
days; Ihen shall the sanctuary be
cleansed."

Although William Miller was correct
in his understanding of the premillennial
second appearing of Christ, he along
with the majority of Christianity had
adopted the view that the earth was the
sanctuary. In his application of the
prophelic symbols of Daniel and John,
and in his undcrstanding of the pro-
phetic periods, he was correct. The datcs
at which he arrived have withstood thc
closest scrutiny and severest criticism,
bUI in the event that was to lake place at
the close of the prophetic period, he was
mistaken.

Believing, as he did, that Ihe second
coming of Christ was imminent. \Vil-
liam Miller felt the conviction of the
dUly to share this new understanding
wi th others. He began to prescnt his
views in private, praying thai some
minister would feel their significance
and himself prcach them publicly. None
did, and eventually through the opening
providence of God, William Miller was
led to publicly share his views and in
1831 was given a license by the Baptist
Church to preach. Two years later, in
1833, came the great meteoric shower,
the last of the signs of the soon relurn of
Jesus, giving impetus to the message he
was bearing.

In the year 1840 another remarkable
fulfillment of prophecy took place,
further stimulating the new religious
movement. Two years previous to the
event, Josiah Litch, onc of the leading
ministers preaching the Second Advent,
published a paper based on Revelation 9,
in which he correctly predicted the fall
of the Olloman Empire some time in
August of 1840. As the time ap-
proached, he predicted the fall to be on
August 11.

At the very time specified in the
prophecy, Turkey, through her ambassa-
dors, accepted the protection of the
allied powers of Europe, thus placing
herself under the control of Christian
nations, fulfilling the prediction exactly.

The prophecy of the first of the
three angels of Revelation 14 proclaims
a worldwide message announcing the
judgment hour. Although it did not
have the definite time element of Wil-
liam Miller, the religious revival that
lOok place in the early part of the
nineteenth cenlury before 1844, was
truly on a worldwide scale. From Eng-
land, Germany, France, South America,
and even from child preachers in the
Scandinavian countries. were heard
voices proclaiming the soon relurn of
Christ.

Miller's first calculations placed the
time for the fulfillment of the prophe-
cies in the spring of 1844. The failure
of the anticipated evenl to take place in
the spring for a time involved the
believers in uncertainty. Though they
could nOI explain Iheir disappointment,
since they felt assured that God had
been leading them, they could not deny
thei r past experience. As they con-
tinued 10 search the Scriptures care-

fully for further light, they found
several texis particularly pertinent to
their situation, one of which was
Habakkuk 2:1-4. "I will stand upon my
watch, and SCi me upon the tower, and
will walch to see what he will say unto
me, and what I shall answer when I am
reproved. And the LoRD answered me,
and said, Write the vision, and make it
plain upon tables, that he may run that
readeth it. For the vision is yet for an
appointed time, but at the end it shall
speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait
(or it; txcause it will sUfely come, it
will nO! tarry. Behold, his soul which is
lifted up is not upright in him: but the
just shall live by his faith." Another
encouraging text was found in He-

brews 10:35-38. "Cast nO! away there-
fore your confidence, which hath great
recompense of reward. For ye have
need of paticncc, that, after ye have
done the will of God, ye might receive
the promise. For yet a little while, and
he that shall come will come, and will
not tarry. Now the just shall live by
faith: but if any man draw back, my
soul shall have no pleasure in him."
Encouraged by these texts, they felt
certain Ihal whal was now dark to their
understanding would be made plain.

In the summer of 1844 the believers
learned that the 2300 days did not end
until the fall. This discovery was based
on the fact that the order by Artaxerxes
to restore and rebuild Jerusalem, the
beginning point of the prophecy, did not
go into effect until the fall of the year.

Drawing from both the Old and Ihe
New Testaments they saw that the
types pointed out in the Old Thstament
were fulfilled, not only as to event, but
also as to the time. The slaying of the
Passover lamb was a type of the death
of Christ (1 Corinthians 5:7), the pre-
sentation of the wave sheaf a type of
His resurrection (Leviticus 23:5-II);
and the presentation of the first fruits a
type of His aseension 40 days later

with the first frUits, those resurrected
with Him. Leviticus 23:15-16, 20.
They therefore concluded that the
types relating to the Second Advent
must also be fulfilled at the time
pointed out in the symbolic service.
Under the Mosaic system the cleansing
of the sanctuary, or the great Day of
Atonement, occurred on the tenth day
of the seventh month corresponding 10
October 22 that year.

The eager watchers were again
doomed to disappointment. Their ex-
perience was much like that of the dis-
ciples at the time of Christ's first advent,
who, when Jesus rode triumphantly into
Jerusalem, expected Him to be crowned
king and 10 ascend to the throne of
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The great truths regarding the heavenly
sanctuary and the great work there carried on
for man's redemption were taught in the
earthly sanctuary and its services

David. Charged with enthusiasm they
shouled His hosannas, waved palm
branches, and vied wilh one anOlher in
showing honor to their King; thereby
fulfilling the prophecy of Zechariah
written 500 years earlier. Had they rO<11-
ized that he was going to jUdgment and
dealh, Ihey could not have fulfilled the
prophecy.

In like manner Miller and his associ-
ates fulfilled prophecy and gave a mes-
sage which Inspiration had foretold
would be given. "Thy words were found,
and I did cat them; and Ihy word was
unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine
heart: for I am called by thy name, 0
LoRD God of hosts." Jeremiah 15: J6.
Had they understood the prophecies
pointing out their disappointment, and
presenting another message to be
preached to all nations before Ihe LoRD
should come, they could nol have given
Ihe message. The first and second an-
gels' messages wcrc given at lhe right
lime, and accomplished Ihe work which
God had designed.

Afler the Great Disappointment,
many of Ihose who had believed re-
nounced their former posilion. There
were others, however, who continued to
study and round that there is no scrip-
turdl evidence to support the idea that
earth is Ihe sanctuary. They did find a
full explanation of Ihe subjeci of the

sanctuary, its nature, location, and serv·
icesj the testimony of the sacred writers
being so clear and full as to place the
mailer beyond all queslion.

The sanctuary which Paul discusses
in Hebrews in great detail refers to the
tabernacle buill by Moses at the com-
mand of God as His earthly dwelling
place. This lc1ocrnacle, il was plain, was
built after a model or pattern, shown to
Moses on the mountain, and referred to
by Paul as the sancluary of Ihe firsl
covenant. But does nOI the new covenant
have a sanctuary? Turning again to the
book of Hebrews they found the answer.
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The sanct'c2iry in heaven, in which
Jesus minislcrs in our behalf, is the great
original, of which the sanctuary built by
Moses was a copy. God placed His Spirit
on the builders and their artistry was
evidcnce of divine wisdom, reOecling to
human vision the glories of Ihe heavenly
temple where Christ ministers for us.
The great lruths regarding the heavenly
sanctuary and Ihe great work there car-
ried on for man's redemption were
taught in (he earthly sanctuary and its
services.

Those who continued studying
found indispulable proof that there was
indeed a sanctuary in heaven of which
Ihe earthly was but a copy. BOlh Moses
and Paul indicate this fact, and John in
vision saw the heavenly sanctuary. A
most important question remained to be
answered: What is the cleansing of the
sanctuary? That there was such a service
described in the Old Testamenl Scrip-
lures connected with the carthly sanctu-
ary was plain, but can there be anything
in heaven to be cleansed? Paul indica led
that there was.

Looking again to the typical service
they saw certain truths. In Ihe typical
service when a sacrifice was made, a
substitute had been accepted in the
sinner's stead; but lhe sin was not can-
celed by the blood of the victim. By the
offering of Ihe blood Ihe sinner

acknowledged the authority of the law,
confessed his guilt in transgression,
and expressed the desire for pardon
through faith in a Redeemer to come.
However, he was not yet entirely re·
leased from Ihe condemnation of the
law. On Ihe Day of Atonement the high
priest, having taken an offering from
the congregation, went into lhe Most
Holy Place with the blood of this offer-
ing, which he sprinkled upon Ihe mercy
scat, directly over the law, to make
satisfaction for its claims. Then in his
character as mediator he carried the
sins upon himself from lhe sanctuary,

where he placed them on the scape-
goat. In figure he transferred them to
Ihe goal, which was then led from the
camp. Then and only then were Ihe
people fully separated from Iheir sins.

For eighteen hundred years Ihe
blood of Christ had pleaded in Ihe
sinner's behalf, securing his pardon
and acceplance wilh Ihe Father, yel the
record of the sins remained in the
books of heaven. As in the typical
service the work of atonement took
place at the close of the year, so also
with Christ's ministry. Before it is
completed there is a special work of
atonement, and it was this service that
began at the end of the 2300 days in
J844.

As aneienlly the sins of God's
people were by failh placed upon the sin
offering and through ils blood trans-
ferred to the sanctuary, so in the new
covenant, the sins of the repentant are by
failh placed upon Chrisl and transferred,
in facl, 10 the heavenly sancluary. As the
typical cleansing was accomplished by
the removal of the sins from the sanclu-
ary, by which it had become polluted, so
in Ihe cleansing of Ihe heavenly there is a
removal or blolling OUI of the sins Ihere
recorded.

It was apparent that while the sin
offering poinled to Chrisl as the sacri-
fice and Ihe high priesl represented
Christ as the mediator, the scapegoat
typified Satap', the author of sin, upon
whom the sins of all the truly penilent
will finallylbe placed. AI the close of
his ministry, the high priest left the
sanctuary with the sins of all the people
and placed them on the head of the
scapegoat. When Christ by virtue of
His own blood removes the sins of His
people from the heavenly s<1nctuary at
Ihe close of His ministration, He will
place them upon Satan, who, in the
execution of the judgment, must bear
Ihe final penalty. The scapegoat was
sent away into a land not inhabited,
never 10 come again into the congrcga·
lion of Israel. So also will Satan be
forever banished from Ihe presence of
God and His people, and blolled from
existence in the final destruclion of sin
and sinners. Iii
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Our Great Treasure-house
'--------1: 1. God's Word Our Guide 11-- ---'

THE ONE BOOK Ihal is essential
for all to sludy is the Bible. Siudied

with reverence and godly [car, it is the
greatest of all educators. Its pages arc
filled with !ruth. Would you gain a
knowledge oC God and of Chrisl, whom
(he Father sent into the world 10 live and
die [or sinners? An earnest, diligent
study of the Bible is necessary in order
10 gain this knowledge.

The words of Ihe Bible and the Bible
alone should be echoed from the pulpits
of our land. This book is our greal
director, given us by God. li is a lamp to
our [CCI and a light to OUT path. II Oashcs
its light ahead, that we may sec the path
over which we arc traveling, and ils rays
aTC thrown back on the past, showing the
mOSI perfect harmony in thai which, to
the mind in darkness, appears like error
and discord. In that which seems to the
worldling an inexplicable mystery, the
student of God's Word sees light and
beauly.

We all need a guide through the
many straight places of lire, as much as
the sailor needs a pilol over the sandy
bar or up lhe rocky river; and where is
this guide to be found? We point you to
'he Bible. Inspired of God, written by
holy men, it points oul with great clear-
ness and precision the dUlies oC both old
and young. It elcvatcs Ihe mind, softens
the heart. and imparts gladness and joy'a 'he spiri\. The Bible presents a perfeci
standard of character; it is an infallible
guide under all circumslllnccs, even to
Ihe end of the journey of life.

COlli pared With Words of Men

Had it been essential [or uS to study
the writings of Ihe early falhers, Christ
would have told us to do this. Bu' the
fathers do nOI all speak the same thing.
Which of them shall we choose as a
guide? Thcre is no need [or uS 10 Irust to
such uncertainly. We pass by the fathers
to learn of God out of His Word. This is
life eternal, to know God. Oh, how
'hanHul we should be that ,he inspired

Word of God has been placed in our
hands. Holy men of old wrole this Word
as they were moved by the Spiri\.

The commentaries wrillcn about Ihe
Word do not all agree. Often they come
into collision wilh one another. God
docs not ask us to be guided by them, bUI
by His Word. All can search the Scrip-
'ures for Ihemselves. And they may
know that the lellching of this precious
Book is unchangeable. The opinions of
human beings diffcr, but the Bible al-
ways says the $<Ime thing. The Word of
God is [rom everlasting to everlasling.

God did no' leave His Word 10 be
handed down from generation to genera-
tion by oral transmission and traditional
unfolding. Had He done this, the Word
would gradually have been added to by
man. Let us thank God for His wrillen
Word.

The Bil>le Is the Key

The Bible is the key Ihal unlocks the
mySteries which it is essenlial for
human beings to understand in order to
gain eternal life. The Bible is its own
expositor. liS bright beams arc to shine
in'o all parts of the Word that sin may
be revealed. The Bible is a chart, poinl-
ing out Ihe waymarks of truth. Thosc
who arc acquainted wilh this chari will
be enabled to tread with certainly the
p<1lh of dUly, wherever they may be
called to go.

He who will search the Bible with a
humble, leachable spirit will find il a
surc guide, painting out Ihe way of life
with un[allcring accuracy. This book
contains nothing that is nonessential,
nothing that has not a bearing upon our
lives. It teaches man how to simplify
life's complicated experiences. It is an
educa,or, endowing the simple-hearted
followers of Cl"ist with the wisdom that
comes from the Author and Finisher of
their faith.
If you would be strong, if you would

have the integrity and wisdom of a
Joseph or a Daniel, study the Scriplures.

Parents, if you would teach your chil-
dren to serve God and do good in the
world, make the Bible your textbook. It
expDSCs the wiles of Salan. It is 'he great
elevator of Ihe race, the reprover and
corrector of moral evils, enabling us to
distinguish between the true and the
false. There is a rich mine of truth in ',his
holy Book.

The sailor who has in his possession
chart and compass, and yet negleels to
usc them, is responsible for placing the
lives of those on board his vessel in peril.
The vessel may be lost by his neglect.
We have aGuidebook, 'he Word at God,
and we are inexcusable if we miss the
way to heaven, for plain directions have
been given us.

Whoever will prayerCully study the
Bible, desiring to know the truth Ihat he
may obey it, will receive the divine
enlightenment. He will unders,and the
meaning of the words, "IC any man
willeth to do His will, he shall know of
the teaChing." Sec John 7:17. As he
endeavors 10 reach the highest standard,
the Bible is as a light to guide his
footsteps homeward. By studying i', he
finds that he is a join'-heir with Chris,
to an immortal inheritance. The Guide-
book points him to the unsearchable
riches of heaven. Day by day the peace
of God is his reward, and by failh he
sees a home of everlasting sunshine,
free from all sorrow and disappoint-
ment.

Every means of grace should be
diligently improved, that the grace of
God may abound in the soul more and
more. We muSI have spiritual knowl-
edge that we "may be able {o compre-
hend with all sain's wha, is the breadth,
and length, and depth, and height; and
to know the love of Christ," thai we
may "be filled wilh all the fulness of
God." Ephesians 3:1&-19 I!!!
Ellen G. While, The Signs of the Tillles,
vol. 4, 414. This is 'he firs' in a series of
articles appearing belween March 21
and October 17, 1906.
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Human Effott Guided by the Holy Spirit
Obedience, Works, Faith, Righteousness, Legalism-is
there a way to make sense out of it all? There certainly
is, and more than just sensible, God's plan is fair, loving,
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Bible Sanctification
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