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:Editorial

I T IS WITH sadness that I write this
editorial. I have just returned from the

funeral of a dear friend, Elder Robert
Pierson, rei ired president of the General
Conference.

I stood before his coffin in the
church in Fletcher, North Carolina. and
as I looked al his pcaceful sleep in Jcsus,
I remarked to Dr. Colin Standish who
was standing by me, "Here lies a great
warrior for God, a man who loved his
church and its grccH message." My mind
turned back to the 1950s when as a
young missionary I traveled through the
Ituri Forest with my division president.
That was the beginning of a long friend-
ship that ended January 21, 1989, as he
closed his eyes in Jesus while pastor of
the Kailua Church in Hawaii.

Even though he had retired from a
long and fruitful ministry, he was active
in Ihe Lord's service to the very end. I
know thai we will meet again soon, for
the grave cannOI hold such a watchman
for God. When Ihe trumpet sounds and
the voice of the archangel echoes and re-
echoes throughout the earth, he will hear
and know his Master's call and come
forth to everlasting life. "Yea, saith the
Spirit, thai they may rest from their
labours; and their works do follow
them." Revclation 14:13

During the last two years, I had on a
number of occasions spent several hours
with Elder Pierson. His great dcsire was
to see a tremendous revival and reforma-
tion take place in this church, so dear to
his heart.

In his writing, preaching, and discus-
sions, he often referred to the following
statements by Ellen G. White: "A re-
vival of true godliness among us is the
greatest and most urgent orall OUf needs.
To seck this should be our first work."
Selected Messages, book 1, 121. "Be-
fore the final visililtion of God's judg-
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ments upon the earth there will be
among the people of the Lord such a re-
vival of primitive godliness as has not
been witnessed since apostolic limes!'
The Great Controversy, 464

He prayed and worked hard to bring
about revival and reformation during llis
administration, and in his retirement he
continued to pray and work 10 help it
happen. He now sleeps in Jesus, and the
task rcsts on us, dear reader. We must
now seck that great revival and reforma-
lion, that apostolic godliness may come
once again to our leaders, pastors, and
laity and the power of Pentecost may rest
upon us with the fire ofGod's Spirit. Let
us remember that this experience is more
than 100 years overdue.

God has been waiting [or this great
demonstralion. It will come, but only
from a victory-over-all-sin experience
by the power of the Holy Spiril reigning
in the soul. It is the third angel's message
in verity as expressed in daily living. It is
the faith of Jesus and the law of God
united in the souls of the saints. See
Selected Messages, book 3, 172

God speaks to us in 1989: "Christ
and His righlcousness-Iet this be our
platform, the very life of our faith.

"Several have written to me, inquir-
ing if the message of justificalion by
faith is the third angel's message, and I
have answered, 'It is the third angel's
message in verity.' " Evangelism, 190
"The thcme of greatcst importance

is the third angel's message, embracing
the messages of the fiISt and second an-
gels. All should understand the truths
contained in these messages and demon-
strate them in daily life, for this is essen-
tial to salvation. We shall have to study
earnestly, prayerfully, in order to under-
stand these grand truths; and our power
to learn and comprehend will be taxed to
the utmos!." Ibid., 1%

This demonstration must and will be
given by a holy people who will then
give the loud ery to the world. This dem-
onstration must be made in the Seventh-
day Adventist Church before it can be
given to the world. When it is, it will
bring a separation, a shaking which will
develop two parties in the church. "'Be

ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye
think not the Son of man cometh.' Mat-
thew 24:44. This is our message, the
very message that the three angels flying
in the midst of heaven are proclaiming.
The work to be done now is that of
sounding this lasl message of mercy to a
fallen world. A new life is coming from
heaven and taking possession of all
God's people. But divisions will come in
the church. Two panies will be devel-
oped. The wheat and tares grow up to-
gelher for the harvcs!." Selected Mes-
sages, book 2, 114

This demonstration and separation is
accompanied by the message to the Laod-
iceans. We are told there will then be sep-
aration and unily all at Ihe same time. Sec
Testimonies, vol. 6, 400--401. Everything
that can be shaken will be shaken, and
what cannOl be shaken will remain. Sec
Testimonies, vol. 9, 15-16; vol. 3, 324.
Many will rise up against the message tr
the Laodiccan Church and will reject an
persecute the messengers who give it. See
Testimonies, vol. 1, 181-187. "Yea, and
aHthat will live godly in ChrisIJesus shaH
suffer persecution." 2 Timothy 3:12

Let us remember thai when the La-
odieean message has done ils work, God
will have a purified Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church. The faithful, loyal, and
obedient will remain. The disloyal, un-
faithful, and disobedient will have joined
the cause in Babylon's churches, and
will become the worst persecutors of
God's faithful people. See Testimonies,
vol. 5. 463; The Great Controversy,
608-609

May God help us now to bring our
livcs into harmony with the great mcs-
sage of Ihe third angel. For Jesus' sake,
for our dcar friends who lie slecping in
their dusty tombs, let us give the Laodi-
cean message. Let us live il by God's
power. Let us put on that great demon-
stration ofwhat God can do through fall-
en human beings by His power, His holi-
ness, His perfection, and His character
revealed in His church in this final crisis
hour. This is my prayer.

RON SPEAR-EDITOR
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Why Are
We Still

As THE little company of believers
was emerging from the great disap-

pointment of 1844 and Ulrust into or-
ganizing the Seventh-day Adventist
Church, God was using dedicated men
and Ellen White to structure our doc-
trines. Thus a firm foundation was
placed beneath God's last-day church.
Ellen White draws a word picture of
those historical events.

"Many of our people do not realize
how firmly the foundation of our faith
has been laid. My husband, Elder Joseph
Bates, Father Pierce, Elder Edson, and
others who were keen, noble, and true,
were among those who, after the passing
of the time in 1844, searched for the
truth as for hidden treasure. I met with
them, and we st udied and prayed
earnestly. Often we remained together
until late at night, and sometimes
through the entire night, praying for
light and studying the Word. Again and
again these brethren came together to
study the Bible, in order that they might
know its meaning, and be prepared to
teach it with power. When they came 10
the point in their study where they said,
'We can do nothing more,' the Spirit of
the Lord would come upon mc, I would

be taken off in vision, and a clear ex-
planation of the passages we had been
studying would be given me, with in-
struction as to how we were to labor and
teach effectively." Special Testimonies,
Series B, No.2, 56-57

And yet before we were officially or-
ganized in 1863, the infant church was
beginning to slide into a dangerous con-
dition called Laodicea. Ellen White
wrote of her concerns in the year 1852:

"As I have of late looked around to
find the humble followers of the meek
and lowly Jesus, my mind has been
much exercised. Many who profess to be
looking for the speedy coming of Christ
are becoming conformed to this world
and seck more earnestly the applause of
those around them than the approbation
of God. They are cold and formal, like
the nominal churches from which they
but a short time since separated. The
words addressed to the Laodicean
church describe their present condition
perfectly." Early Writings, 107

This tcndcncy of the church to unite
with the world led her to write in
Selected Messages, book 1, 68-69:

"It was not the will of God that the
coming of Christ should be thus delayed.
God did not design that His people, Israel,
should wander fony years in the wilder-
ness. He promised to lead them directly to

Here?

the land of Canaan, and establish them
there a holy, healthy, happy people. But
those to whom it was first preached, went
not in 'because of unbelief.' Hebrews
3:19. Their hearts were filled with mur·
muring, rebellion, and hatred, and H
could not fulfill His covenant with them.

"For forty years did unbelief, murmur-
ing, and rebellion shut out ancient Israel
from the land of Canaan. The same sins
have delayed the entrance of modern
Israel into the heavenly Canaan. In neither
case were the promises of God at fault. It
is the unbelief, the worldliness, unoon-
secration, and strife among the Lord's
professed people that have kept us in this
world of sin and sorrow so many years."

These statements arc from manu-
scripts written to the church in our very
beginnings. Then why are we still here?
Year by year the Laodicean condition
has taken a death grip on the church. Let
us review briefly the historical events
leading up to the Minneapolis oonfer-
ence of 1888. The church was drifting
off course into troubled waters, and in
1882 the prophet wrote:

"I am filled with sadness when I
think of our condition as a people. The
Lord has not closed heaven to us, but our
own course of continual backsliding has
separated us from God. Pride, covetous-
ness, and love of the world have lived ir
the heart without fear of banishment o.
condemnation. Grievous and pre-
sumptuous sins have dwelt among us.
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Christ cannot importune in behalf of a people
who feel no need of His help, who claim to
know and possess everything

And yet the general opinion is that the
church is flourishing and that peace and
<oiritual prosperity are in all her borders.

"The church has turned back from
following Christ her Leader and is
steadily retreating toward Egypt. Yet
few are alarmed or astonished at their
want of spiritual power. Doubt, and even
disbelief of the testimonies of the Spirit
of God, is leavening our churches every-
where. Satan would have it thus. Minis-
ters who preach self instead of Christ
would have it thus. The testimonies are
unread and unappreciated. God has
spoken to you. Light has been shining
from His Word and from the testimonies,
and both have becn slighted and disre-
garded. The resuIt is apparent in the lack
of purity and devotion and earnest faith
among us." Testimonies, vol. 5, 217

'fuld what has caused this alarming
condition? Many have accepted the
theory of the truth who have had no true
conversion. I know whereof I speak.
There are few who feel true sorrow for
sin, who have deep, pungent, convic-
tions of the depravity of the unre-
generate nature. The heart of stone is not
exchanged for a heart of flesh. Few arc
willing to fall upon the Rock and be
"raken." Ibid., 218

What was the cause of this alarming
condition of Laodicea? Bear in mind that
Laodiceans do not recognize their de-
plorable state of spiritual wretchedness
and blindness. They believe that they arc
all right when they are all wrong:

"What greater deception can come
upon human minds than a confidence
that they are right when they are all
wrong! The message of the True Witness
finds the people of God in a sad decep-
tion, yet honest in that deception. They
know not that their condition is de-
plorable in the sight of God." Ibid., vol.
3,252-253

"They lack almost every qualifica-
tion necessary to perfect Christian
character. They have not a practical
knowledge of Bible truth, which leads to
lowliness of life and a conformity of
their will to the will of Christ. They arc
not living in obedience to all God's re-
quirements." Ibid., 254

This condition led up to the 1888
conference. The message of \\\lggoner,
Jones, and Ellen White was the message
to the Laodicean church. She reveals to
5 the message and the events of that day:
"We thank the Lord with all the heart

that we have precious light to present
before the people, and we rejoice that we

have a message for this time which is
present truth. The tidings that Christ is
our righteousness has brought relief to
many, many souls, and God says to His
people, 'Go forward.' The message to
the Laodicean church is applicable to
our condition. How plainly is pictured
the position of those who think they
have all the truth, who take pride in their
knowledge of thc Word ofGod, while its
sanctifying power has not been felt in
their lives! The fervor of the love of God
is wanting in their hearts, but it is this
very fervor of love that makes God's
people the light of the world.

"The True Witness says of a luke-
warm, lifeless, Christless church, 'I
know thy works, that thou art neither
cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or
hot. So then because thou art lukewarm,
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee
out of my mouth.' Revelation 3:15-16.
Mark the following words: 'Because
thou sayest, lam rich, and increased with
goods, and have need of nothing; and
knowesl not that thou art wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked.' Verse 17. Here is represented a
people who pride themselves in their
possession of spiritual knOWledge and
advantages. But they have not respond-
ed to the unmerited blessings that God
has bestowed upen them. They have
been full of rebellion, ingratitude, and
forgetfulness of God; and still He has
dealt with them as a loving, forgiVing
father deals with an ungrateful, wayward
son. They have resisted His grace,
abused His privileges, slighted His op-
portunities, and have been satisfied to
sink down in contentment, in lamentable
ingratitude, hollow formalism, and hyp-
ocritical insincerity. With pharisaic pride
they have vaunted themselves till it has
been said of them, 'Thou sayest, I am
rich and increased with goods, and have
need of nothing.'
"Has nol the Lord Jesus sent mes-

sage after message of rebuke, of warn-

ing, of entreaty to these self-satisfied
ones? Have not His counsels been de-
spised and rejected? Have not His dele-
gated messengers been treated with
scorn, and their words been received as
idle tales? Christ sees that which man
does not see. He sees the sins which, if
not repented of, will exhaust the pa-
tience of a long-suffering God. Christ
cannot take up the names of those who
are satisfied in their self-sufficiency. He
cannot importune in behalf of a people
who feel no need of His help, who claim
to know and possess everything." Se-
lected Messages, book 1, 357-358

Did the church, its leaders, and laity
receive the Laodicean message of 1888?
Again Sister White speaks to us:

"God gave to His messengers just
what the people needed. Those who re-
ceived the message were greatly blessed,
for they saw the bright rays of the Sun of
Righteousness, and life and hope sprang
up in their hearts. They were beholding
Christ. ...

"But there are those who despised
the men and the message they bore.
They have taunted them with being fa-
natics, extremists, and enthusiasts."
timonies to Ministers, 95, 97

"Messages bearing the divine cre-
dentials have been sent to God's
people; the glory, the majesty, the
righteousness of Christ, full of good-
ness and truth, have been presented;
thc fullness of the Godhead in Jesus
Christ has been set forth among us with
beauty and loveliness, to charm all
whose hearts were not closed with pre-
judice. We know that God has wrought
among us. We have seen souls turn
from sin to righteousness. We have
seen faith revived in the hearts of the
contrite ones." Review and Herald,
vol. 2, 397

The rejection of the righteousness of
Christ is seen in the regrettable experw
ience referred to by Mrs. White in a let-
ter written November 19, 1902:
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"The faith of Jesus." It is talked of, but not
understood. What constitutes the faith of Jesus,
that belongs to the third angel's message? ...
Faith in the ability of Christ to save us amply
and fully and entirely is the faith of Jesus

al have been inStrucled that lhe
terrible experience at the Minneapolis
conference is one of the saddest chapters
in this history of the believers in present
truth." The Ellen G. White 1888Materi-
als,1796

She elaboraled upon this "sad chap-
ter" in a letter written from Australia to
her nephew Frank Belden and his wife:

"Never before have I seen among our
people such Grm self-complacency and
unwillingness to accept and acknowledge
light as was manifested at Minneapolis. [
have been shown Ihat not one of the com-
pany who cherished the spiril manifested

at that meeting would again have clear
light to discern the preciousness of truth
sent them from Heaven until they
humbled their pride and confessed that
they were not actuated by the Spirit of
God, but that their minds and hearts were
filled with prejudice. The Lord desired to
comc near to them, to bless them and heal
them of their backslidings, but they
would nol hearken. They were actuated
by the same spirit that inspired Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram....

"When I purposed to leave Minne-
apolis, Ihe Angel of the Lord stood by
me and said: 'Not so; God has a work for
you to do in this place. The people are
acting over the rebellion of Korah, Da-
than, and Abiram. I have placed you in
your proper position, which those who
are not in the light will not acknowledge;
they will not heed your testimony; but I
will be with you; My grace and power
shall sustain you. It is not you they are
despising, but the messengers and the
message I sent to My people. They have
shown contempt for the word of the
Lord. Satan has blinded their eyes and
perverted their judgment; and unless
every soul shall repent of this their sin,
this unsanctified independence that is
doing insult to the Spirit of God, they
will walk in darkness. I will remove the
candlestick out of his place except they
repem and be convened, that I should
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heal Ihem. They have obscured Iheir
spiritual eyesight. They would not Ihat
God would manifest His Spirit and His
power; for they have a spirit of mockery
and disgust at My word. Lightness, tri-
fling, jesting, and joking are daily prac-
ticed. They have not set their hearts to
seek Me. They walk in the sparks of their
own kindling, and unless they repent,
they shall lie down in sorrow. Thus saith
the Lord: 'Stand at your post ofduty; for
I am with thee, and will not leave thee
nor forsake thee.' These words from
God I have not dared to disregard." Ibid.,
1067-1068

to yield up precon-
ceived opinions, and to accept this truth,
lay at the foundation of a large share of
the opposition manifested at Minneapolis
against the Lord's message through
Brethren [E. J.] Waggoner and [A. T.]
Jones. By exciting that opposition Satan
succeeded in shutting away from our
people, in a great measure, thc special
power of the Holy Spirit that God longed
to impart to them. The enemy prevented
them from obtaining that efficiency
which might have been theirs in carrying
the truth to the world, as Ihe apostles pro-
claimed it after the day of Pentecost. The
light that is 10 lighten Ihe whole earth
with its glory was resisted, and by the ac-
tion of our own brethren has been in a
great degree kept away from the world."
Selected Messages, book 1,234-235

What a solemn thought! We rejected
the Laodicean message and kept the
world from hearing the loud cry of the
fourth angel of Revelation 18. Let us
look at the evidence:

"Many present the doctrines and
theories of our faith; but their presenta-
tion is as salt without savor; for the Holy
Spirit is nOi working through Iheir faith-
less ministry. They have not opened the
heart to receive the grace of Christ; they
know not the operation of the Spirit;
they arc as meal without leaven; for
there is no working principle in all their

labor, and they fail to win souls to
Christ. They do not appropriate the
righleousness of Christ; it is a robe un·
worn by them, a fulness unknown, '
fountain untouched." Evangelism, 697

The message to Laodicea is a call from
the True Witness to understand the three
angels' messages by experience so that
God's church, at the end of time, ean pUI
on the final demort$tration to the world of
whal God can do with fallen human
beings when they submit themselves fully
to Him. Acceptance will bring victory
over every sin, through the faith of Jesus,
in the life. This is the source of power to
keep the righteous law ofGod perfectly.

The faith of Jesus was not experi-
enced al Minneapolis in 1888. The eyes
of the leaders were blinded and caused
the rejection of the precious message
God sent.

"The third angel's message is Ihe
proclamation of the commandments of
God and the faith of Jesus Christ. The
commandments of God have been pro-
claimed, but the faith of Jesus Christ has
not been proclaimed by Sevenlh-day
Adventists as of equal importance, the
law and the gospel going hand in hand. I
cannot find language to express this sub-
ject in its fullness.

'I 'The faith of Jesus.' It is talked at,
but not understood. What constitutes the
faith of Jesus, that belongs to the third
angel'S message? Jesus becoming our
sin-bearer Ihat He might become our sin-
pardoning Saviour. He was treated as we
deserve to be treated. He came to our
world and took our sins that we might
take His righteousness. And faith in the
ability of ChriSt to save us amply and
fully and entirely is the failh of Jesus."
Selected Messages, book 3, 172. See also
ibid., 168, 184; Evangelism, 190, 196;
Education, 76-77; Counsels to Parents,
Teachers, and Stl/delllS, 454; Thol/ghts
From the Mount ofBlessing, 2

Let us remember the message 10 La-
odicea is reproof, rebuke, and a call to
buy of Jesus His gold tried in the fires of
self-denial and sacrifice, yes, total com-
mitment to stop sinning by the power of
the Holy Spirit.

'1\gain and again has the voice from
heaven addressed you. Will you obey this
voice? Will you heed the counsel of the
True Witness to seek Ihe gold tried in the
fire, the white raiment, and the eycsalve?
The gold is faith and love, the white ra'
ment is the righleousness of Christ, the
eyesalve is that spiritual discernment
which will enable you to see the wiles of



The Lord will use in His work men who are as
true as steel to principle, who will not be
swayed by the sophistries of those who have
lost their spiritual eyesight

Satan and shun them, to detect sin and
abhor it, to see truth and obey it.

"The deadly lethargy of the world is
1aralyzing your senses. Sin no longer ap-
pcars repulsive because you are blinded
by Satan. The judgments of God are soon
to be poured out upon the earth. 'Escape
for thy life' is the warning from the an-
gels of GoeL" Testimonies, vol. 5, 233

As we examine Testimonies, vol. 1,
181, we find a message ofwarning to the
chureh applicablc today:

"I asked the meaning of the shaking 1
had seen, and was shown that it would
bc caused by the straight testimony
called forth by thc counsel of thc True
Witness to the Laodiceans. This will
have its effect upon the heart of the rc-
ceiver, and will lead him to exalt the
standard and pour forth the straight
truth. Some will not bear this straight
testimony. Thcy will rise up against it,
and this will cause a shaking among
God's people.
"The testimony of the True Witness

has not been half heeded. The solemn
testimony upon which the destiny of the
church hangs has been lightly esteemed,
if not entirely disregarded. This testi-
mony must work deep repentance, and
all that truly receive it will obey it and be
Jurified."
A great shaking in the church will

come from preaching the straight tcsli-

mony, which is the message to the Laod-
iceans. Many will rise up against this
message, but it will be given again and
again until the True Witness commands
the sealing angels to leave them alone.
They are joined to their idols, and the
sealing angels leave them at last.

"Those who come up to every point,
and stand every test, and overcome, be
the price what it may, have heeded the
counsel of the True Witness, and they
will receive the laller rain, and thus be
Wed for translation." Ibid., 187
This message will test all members of

the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Two

parties will develop as a result of the
prcaehing of the straight testimony.
')\ new life is coming [rom heaven

and taking possession of all God's
pcople. But divisions will come in the
church. Two p<1rties will be developed.
The wheat and tares grow up together
for the harvest.
"The work will grow deeper and be-

come morc earnest 10 the very close of
time. And all who are laborers together
with God will contend most earnestly for
the faith once delivered to the saints.
They will not be turned from the present
message, which is already lightening the
earth with its glory. Nothing is worth
contending for but the glory of God. The
only rock that will stand is the Rock of
Ages. The truth as it is in Jesus is the ref-
uge in these days of error." Selected
Messages, book 2, 114

Both separation and unity will be
seen in the church while the straight tes-
timony is being given. Sec Testimonies,
vol. 6, 400-401

Who, then, will give this message?
"The Lord will use in His work men

who are as true as steel to principle, who
will nOt be swayed by the sophistries of
those who have lost their spiritual eye-
sight. ... He [Nehemiah] took a firm,
unyielding stand for the right." The Sev-
enth-day Adventist Bible Commentary,
vol. 2, 1135

"We want Calebs now who will press
to the front." Testimonies, vol. 5, 383

"We arc made sad as we sec in many
places so much len undone that should
be done. But the Lord will usc in the ac-
complishment of His work means that
we do not now see. He will raise up from
among the common people, men and
women to do His work, even as of old
He called fishermen to be His disciples.
There will soon be an awakening that
will surprise many. Those who do not re-
alize the necessity of what is to be done,
will be passed by, and the heavenly mes-
sengers will work with those who are

called the common people, filling them
to carry the truth to many places. Now is
the time for us to awake and do what we
can." Loma Linda Messages, 83

The awakening (reVival), therefore
begins with the common pcople, which
the dictionary defines as people without
rank.
"The Lord must be given an oppor-

tunity to show men their duty and to
work upon their minds. No one is to
bind himself to serve for a term of years
under the direction of one group ofmen
or in one specified branch of the
Master's work; for the Lord Himself
will call men, as of old He called the
humble fishermen, and will Himself
give them instruction regarding their
field of labor and the methods they
should follow. He will call men from the
plOW and from other occupations, to
give the last note of warning to perish-
ing souls. There are many ways in
which to work for the Master, and the
Great Teacher will open the under-
standing of these workers, enabling
them to see wondrous things in His
Word." Counsels on Health, 395

Ellen White summarizes the Laodi-
cean problem:

"Christ longs to work mightily by
His Spirit for the conviction and conver-
sion of sinners. But, according to His
divine plan, the work must be performed
through the instrumentality of His
church; and her members have so far de-
parted [rom Him Ihat He cannot accom-
plish His will through them. He chooses
to work by means, yet the means em·
ploycd must be in harmony with His
charactcr." Testimonies, vol. 5, 189

"I have been shown that the greatest
reason why the people of God arc now
found in this state of spiritual blindness
is that they will not receive correction."
fbi d., vol. 3, 255

Up until this day the church has not
been willing to receive the correction of
the Laodicean message. She turned from
it in 1888; will she refuse again in 1989?
May God help us in this hour to yield
our wills to His will, that the long de-
layed laller rain may be poured out.

God is ready, our High Priest is
ready, the angels are ready. The whole
universe is anxious to see the great con-
troversy ended. The question is, How
many Sevenlh-day Adventists are now
ready? The time has come when there
will be no more delay. I!i
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Dr. Sparks is the medical director Of
L'feAbundanl Missionary Illstitute.

aId, vol. 4, 548. "The message to the
Laodicean church is highly applicable
to us as a people." The Seventh-day Ad
ventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 961
"The message to the Laodicean church
is applicable to our condition." Selected
Messages, book 1, 357

The word Laodicea itself means a
people adjudged (The Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Bible Dictionary, 638). We can
be comfonable with that definition, for
indeed we are in the end-time judgment,
and it suppons our belief that we are
God's end-time people. But we feel that
the message Christ sent to Laodicea
surely cannot apply to us today. We are
winning souls to Christ faster than ever.
Some conferences have already sur-
passed their Harvest 90 goals. Our
church is over five million strong. We
operate the largest Protestant education-
al system in the world. Our health insti-
tutions and lifestyle practices have been
the envy of the secular world. The num-
ber of our missionaries and our tithe and
offering per capita have been the envy of
the religious world. Seventh-day Ad-
ventists have never been more highly re-
spected than today.
IIBecause thou sayest, I am rich, and

increased with goods, and have need or
nothing; and knowest not that thou ar.
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked." Revelation 3:17

How can it be? Surely our tremen-
dous outreach endeavors warrant more
than censure, more than rebuke. Lord,
where is the balancing factor in Your
message to us? Surely we are doing
some things right. It would be much
more encouraging if You could have at
least said something supponive. Surely
You wouldn't intend to discourage Your
people-Your remnant church. Such a
stem message might raise doubts in the
minds of Your people-especially the
new believers-as to whether or not we
are indeed Your last-day people. Lord,
we confess that there are a few watch-
men that might be teaching some error,
but they are in the vast minority. We
have to confess that in spite of leader-
ship repeatedly voting for revival and re-
formation, the membership find it diffi-
cult to keep from drifting closer to the
Laodicean condition. Lord, we appre-
ciate Your concern, but we really find it
difficult to apply Your message of re-
buke to Your church today. We are ver:

Messages to Laodicea
SEVENTH.DAY Adventists today

have very mixed feelings about the
name Laodicea. Reading the last of
Christ's seven letters to His church, we
recognize that the early Christian believ-
ers in the town of Laodicea in what is
present-day Turkey represented the
Lord's remnant people in the end-time.
We much prefer the term remnant to the
term Laodicea. We are proud to be
God's end-time people. We frequently
remind ourselves that we are the church
which is the "apple ofHis eye." We draw
assurance from the promise that this ship
is going through all the way to the king-

dom. There is to be no other church, no
other movement to take our place this
side of etemity. Yes, we much prefer the
term remnant.
"These things saith the Amen, the

faithful and true witness, the beginning
of the creation of God; I know thy
works, that thou an neither cold nor
hot: I would thou wen cold or hot. So
then because thou an lukewarm, and
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out
of my mouth." Revelation 3:14-16.
"The message to the church of the La-
odiceans applies especially to the
people of God today." Review and Her-

Vernon Sparks
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What is it that constitutes the wretchedness, the
nakedness, of those who feel rich and increased
with goods?-It is the want of the
righteousness of Christ

reluctant to share it with Your remnant
people. We don't want to scare them, or
to cause them to feel insecure. We have
'ust celebrated together the one-hun-
dredth anniversary of righteousness by
faith. Surely you don't mean to imply
that we are still "wretched and misera-
ble, and poor, and blind, and naked." We
are sure that You understand. Inreach
tends to discourage us and interferes
with our outreach programs. We really
believe that we must put forth every ef-
fort in carrying the gospel to those who
do not know the truth.

"The message to the church of the
Laodiceans is a startling denunciation,
and is applicable to the people ofGod at
the present time.... The Lord here
shows us that the message to be borne to
His people by mirtisters whom He has
called to warn the people is not a peace-
and-safety message.... The testimony,
so cutting and severe) cannot be a mis-
take, for it is the True Witness who
speaks, and His testimony must be cor-
rect." Testimonies, vol. 3, 252-253
"If all of those who come together

for meetings of edification and prayer
could be regarded as true worshipers,
then might we hope, though much
would still remain to be done for us. But
'.I is in vain to deceive ourselves. Things
are far from being what the appearance
would indicate. From a distant view
much may appear beautiful which, upon
close examination, will be found full of
deformities. The prevailing spirit of our
time is that of infidelity and apostasy- a
spirit of pretended illumination because
of a knowledge of the truth, but in reality
of the blindest presumption. There is a
spirit of opposition to the plain word of
God and to the testimony of His Spirit.
There is a spirit of idolatrous exaltation
of mere human reason above the re-
vealed wisdom of God.
"There are men among us in re-

sponsible positions who hold that the
opirtions of a few conceited philosophers,
so called, are more to be trusted than the
truth of the Bible, or the testimorties of the
Holy Spirit. Such a faith as that of Paul,
Peter, or John is considered old-fashioned
and insufferable at the present day. It is
pronounced absurd, mystical, and unwor-
thy of an intelligent mind.
"God has shown me that these men

are Hazaels to prove a scourge to our
people. They are wise above what is
written." Ibid., vol. 5, 79

It would be well if we would read
and reread these counsels from the pen

of the Lord's servant to His people. If all
of our five million believers were true
worshipers, much would still remain to
be done for us. Our prevailing spirit is
infidelity and apostasy martifested by
opposition to the plain word of God and
to the testimony ofHis Spirit. We tend to
place our human reason above the re-
vealed wisdom of God. We trust more
what man says than what is said in the
Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy. We
consider ourselves wiser than what is
written.

We should not be surprised that we
find it difficult to understand or see that
indeed this is our condition today. The
Faithful and True Witness prophesied
nearly two thousand years ago that His
end-time people would have a false per-
ception of their spiritual condition. He
knew that outward appearances would
be deceiving. Thus He warned us that
our natural eyesight would be unde-
pendable. He warns us that only as we
listen to Him can we see and perceive
our true spiritual condition. Christ knew
that only a startling message of denun-
ciation offered hope to awaken His spir-
itually blind remnant people.
"The eye is the sensitive conscience,

the inner light of the mind. Upon its cor-
rect view of things the spiritual health-
fulness of the whole soul and being de-
pends. 'The eyesalve,' the Word ofGod,
makes the conscience smart under its ap-

plication; for it convicts of sin." The
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 7, 965

"The eyesalve is that wisdom and
grace which enables us to discern be-
tween the evil and the good, and to de-
tect sin under any guise." Testimonies,
vol. 4, 88

Th use fulfillment of prophecy to
identify the antichrist power and then to
refuse to recognize Christ's prophecy of
a people wretched, and miserable, and
poor, and blind, and naked as applicable
to us is to deny that we are Christ's final

church. To fail to recognize our condi-
tion and to obtain the remedies Christ
offers us is to follow in the footsteps of
our spiritual ancestors in failing to be
God's final generation. We must give se-
rious attention to our own spiritual con-
dition. Just as did the disciples, we must
have a sobering inreach before we can
have a truly effective outreach. We must
not pride ourselves for our outreach
achievements while being vastly out-
paced by world population growth as at
present. We cannot preach to every na-
tion, kindred, tongue and people a gos-
pel which we do not understand or ex-
perience ourselves. We cannot firtish the
Lord's work if we are not doing the
Lord's work.

What does it mean to be spiritually
naked, as Christ says we are?
"What is it that constitutes the

wretchedness, the nakedness, of those
who feel rich and increased with
goods?-It is the want of the righteous-
ness of Christ. In their own righteous-
ness they are represented as clothed with
filthy rags, and yet in this condition they
flatter themselves that they are clothed
upon with Christ's righteousness. Could
deception be greater?" Our High Call-
ing,349
Ifwe are dressed with the fllthy rags

of our own righteousness we are spiritu-
ally naked, for we cannot at the same time
be dressed with Christ's righteousness.

"It [the Laodicean message] is not
merely theoretical, but practical in every
particular," Testimonies, vol. 3, 252
There are great differences of opinion

today among us as to what is the practical,
day-to-day experience of covering our
nakedness with the robe ofChrist's right-
eousness. There are many believing and
teaching that we are not to have, indeed
cannot have, our sins removed from our
lives until Christ's second coming. They
claim that Christ's robe ofrighteousness is
credited to our account in the books of
heaven, and for us to wear it is to have an
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Self much prefers the "sin and confess, sin and
confess" form of righteousness to the "death of
self and Christ reigns in the heart" form

extcrnal covering, but without an internal
victory over sin. Sanctification (overcom-
ing sin)-"the work ofa lifetime"-is un-
derstocx:lto take place at Christ's second
coming. To attemplto overcomesin in this
present life is salvation by works, negat-
ing the need for Christ's robe of right-
eousness. It is believed that the saved will
continue to sin until Christ returns, and
that Christ's righteousness covers them
now and until then. Not many years ago
one of our prominent leaders was disfel-
lowshiped and defrocked for leaching
these and other rclated doctrines, now
known as the New Theology. These be-
liefs are presently causing a shaking in
Adventism. They are struggling with his-
toric Adventism for the hean and soul of
God's people.

What is the practical application of
wearing Christ's robe of righteousness?
Does it mean that we keep sinning and
confessing, sinning and confessing until
Christ comes, as the New Theology as-
serts? What does it mean to have our
nakedness covered with Christ's right-
eousness?

"Unless they trust in the righteous-
ness of Christ as their only security; un-
less they copy His character, labor in
His spiril, they are naked; they have not
on lhe robe of His righteousness." The
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 4, 1166; italics supplied

To have Christ's righteousness is to
have His character. Christ's character of
perfect obedience (righteousness) must
be put on in this life, not at Christ's sec-
ond cOming.

"Thcre will be no future probation in
which to prepare for eternity. It is in this
life that we are to put on the robe of
Christ's righteousness. This is our only
opportunity to form characters for the
home which Christ has made ready for
those who obey His commandments."
Christ's Object Lessons, 319

This internal transformation in life is
the putting on of His robe of righteous-
ness and lhe result of His dwelling with-
in us. Sanctification (overcoming sin)
takes place moment by moment as we
conlinually surrender to Him, and since
it must be done every day of our life it is
lhe work of a lifetime.
"By His perfect obedience He has

made it possible for every human being
to obey God's commandments. When
we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart
is united with His heart, the will is
merged in His will, the mind becomes
one with His mind, the lhoughts are
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brought into captivity to Him; we live
His life. This is what it means to be
clothed with the garment of His right-
eousness. Then as the Lord looks upon
us He sees, not the fig-leaf garment, not
the nakedness and deformity of sin, but
His own robe of righteousness, which is
perfecl obedience to the law of Jeho-
vah." Ibid., 312

Righteousness (right-doing) in this
present life by the daily indwelling of
Christ-"the third angel's message in
verity"-was first unfolded in all ilS
splendor 10 God's people in 1888. Day-
to-day right-doing by faith in Christ'S

enabling power was not understood at
that time, and many today still believe
that righteousness (right-doing) by faith
is possible only when Christ comes.

The New Theology in effecl teaches
lhat Christ does not enter into, or take
possession of, and transform our hearts
in this life until He comes the second
time in glory.
The beliefs, practices, and leachings

of the New Theology were prophesied
by the "faithful and true witness" to be
the problem of His remnant people. La-
odioeans think they are clothed with
Christ's righteousness, but sadly they
have only the filthy rags of their own
righteousness. They fail to understand
that Christ's righteousness is only for
those with a heart transformed by an in-
dwelling Christ. Laodiceans have failed
to understand the scripture "Christ in
you lhe hope of glory." They keep
Christ oul of their hearts, and thus their
hearts are untransfonned.

"Behold, I stand at the door, and
knock: if any man hear my voice, and
open the coor, I will come in to him, and
will SUp·wilh him, and he with me." Rev-
elation 3:20. Laodioeans have not opened
thc door of their hearts to Christ. Laodi-
ceans have not experienced the sanctify-
ing (Sin-overcoming) power of Christ in
their lives. "The message to the Laodi-
cean church is applicable to our condi-

tion. How plainly is pictured lhe position
of those who think they have all the truth,
who take pride in their knowledge of lhe
Word ofGod, while ilS sanctifying powe
has not been felt in their lives!" Review
andHera/d, vol. 2, 320

The New Theology has its roots in
the unconverted and untransformed
heart. The heart not ruled by Christ is
ruled by self. Self much prefers the "sin
and confess, sin and confess" fonn of
righteousness to the "death of self and
Christ reigns in the heart" form. Utterly
worthless is the character of the unre-
generated heart where self bears sway.

"Christ gives man no encouragement
10 think that He will accept a patchwork
character, made up mostly of self, with a
little of Christ. This is the condition (
the Laodicean church. At first there
seems to be some of self and some of
Christ. But soon il is all of self and none
of Christ. The root of selfishness is re-
vealed. It continues to grow, striking its
roots deeper and deeper, till its branches
are covered with objectionable fruit.
ChriSl looks with pitying tenderness on
all who have combination characters.
Those with such a character have a con-
nection with Christ so frail that it is ut-
terly worthless." Letter 105, 1893; ital-
ics supplied

But we say, "We are fulfilling
ChriSl'S commission to carry Ihe gospel
to the whole world. We are doing the
Lord's work."

"For ycars the Lord has had a con-
troversy with His people because lhey
have followed lheir own judgment and
have not relied on divine wisdom. Let
the workers take heed lest they get in the
Lord's way, hindering the advancement
of His work, thinking that their wisdom
is sufficient for the successful planning
and carrying forward of the work." Tes-
timonies, vol. 8, 186

It is well recognized that mueh of oc
work in the areas of medical and edu-
cational inslitutions, and also in other



Paul tried to awaken the early Laodiceans to
comprehend that the hope of glory is based on
having Christ in the heart and in the life

areas, is directly centrary to the Spirit of
Prophecy ceunsels. From the beginning of
our movement we have wanted to keep
;elf (human ideas and plans) in centrol of
what we refer to as the Lord's work. For
decades our cemminees and boards have
willfully directed our work centrary to His
expressed will. Whenwe as church and in-
stitutional administrators disobey Christ,
we are usurping Christ's position as head
of the church. Missionary work, based on
man's wisdom and plan, even though car-
ried on with great zeal, is naught in the
sight of God. "You may manifest great
zeal in missionary effort, and yet because
it is corrupted with selfislmess, and tastes
strongly of self, it is naught in the sight of
God." The Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, %1

Supreme excellence, if achieved
other than by following God's direc-
tions, is found wanting. may ap-
parently bear the features of supreme ex-
cellence, but it is not good in God's sight
unless it is performed with an earnest
desire to do His will and fulfill His pur-
pose. If God is not recognized as the
author and end of our actions, they are
weighed in tbe balances of the sanctuary
andfoundwQnling." Testimonies, vol. 7,
120; italics supplied

Instit utions operated aecerding to
man's plans, cOnlrary to Christ's plans,
are of no more value than those of the
world. "Our health institutions are of
value in the Lord's estimation only when

He is allowed to preside in their manage-
ment. If His plans and devisings are re-
garded as inferior to plans of men, He
looks upon these institutions as of no
more value than the institutions estab-
lished and conducted by worldlings."
Medical Ministry, 164; italics supplied.
Thus work, however praiseworthy in the
eyes ofman, unless performed according
to God's express will, is not the Lord's
work, but man's.
"Perilous times are lxfore us. Every-

one who has a knowledge of the truth

should awake and place himself, body,
soul, and spirit, under the discipline of
God. The enemy is on our track. We must
bewide awake, on our guard against him.
We must put on the whole armor ofGod.
We must follow the directions given
through the Spirit of Prophecy. We must
love and obey the truth for this time. This
will save us from accepting strong delu-
sions. God has spoken to us through His
Word. He has spoken to us through the
testimonies to the church and through the
books that have helped to make plain our
present duty and position that we should
now occupy. The warnings tbat have
been given, line upon line, precept upon
precept, should be heeded. If we disre-
gard them, what excuse can we offer?"
Testimonies, vol. 8, 298; italics supplied

Unfortunately the heart where self
reigns waniS to do things its way, and nOl
the Lord's way. Where self is in centrol,
human plans and ideas will replace and
brush aside even the word of the Lord in
the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy.

OUf chronic disobedience, rebellion,
and insubordination to God's directives
have served as fertile ground for the
false version of righteousness by faith
consisting of Hsin and confess, sin and
confess" till Jesus cemes. The New The-
ology is merely expressing in theologi-
cal terms that which we as a people have
been and are doing. We are living and
doing what we say is the Lord's work,
but without Christ within.

Paul wrote an epistle to the church at
Laodicea (see Colossians 4:16), which
unfortunately has been losl. He re-
quested, however, that the epistle to the
Colossians be read also to the Laodi-
ceans. Paul was led of the Holy Spirit to
share this letter and message with both
churches. This message to Laodicea
preceded that of Revelation, chapter
three, by perhaps 36 years.

Paul's cencem for both groups was
that they would acknowledge and be en-
riched by an understanding of the mys-

tery of God. Colossians 2:1-3. He defines
this mystery of God in Colossians 1:27:

"To whom God would make known
what is the riches of the glory of this
mystery among the Gentiles; which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory." He
tries to awaken these early Laodiceans to
comprehend tbat the hope of glory is
based on having Christ in the heart and
in the life. The primary emphasis of this
message to Laodicea is how Christ with-
in affects one's daily life. He repeatedly
points out the effects of Christ's trans-
forming power within. He clearly points
out that the goSpel brings present victory
over sin.

"Being fruitful in every good work
... strengthened with all might accord-
ing to his glorious power ... who hath
delivered us from the power of dark-
ness ... to present YQu holy and un-
blameable and unreproveable in his
sight." Colossians 1:10-11

"Put off the old man ... put on the
new man ... stand perfect and complete
in all the will of God." Colossians 3:9-
10; 4:12

These messages to ancient Laodicea
by Paul and the True Witness have indeed
pointed out the great need of Christ's
final church. Ifwe will but let our eyes be
opened we will see that we have let self
centrol our lives and work. We have fol-
lowed the direction of our own ways and
plans contrary to those of Christ. We
have kept Christ out of the heart of our
lives and out of the heart of His work. We
have permitted Satan's very last decep-
tion to make great inroads among us.
"The very last deception of Satan will be
to make of none effect the testimony of
the Spirit of God. 'Where there is no vi-
sion, the people perish' (Proverbs 29:18).
Satan will work ingeniously, in different
ways and through different agencies, to
unsettle the confidence ofGod's remnant
people in the true testimony." Selected
Messages, book 2, 78
By not surrendering our hearts to

Christ we have accepted to agreat extent
the conccpt that full death to sin is not
possible until Christ comes the second
time rather than death to sin occurring at
the time of the new birth-at baptism.
"As you arose [rom the watery grave at
the time of your baptism, you professed
to be dead, and declared that your life
was Changed-hid with Christ in God.
You claimed to be dead to sin, and
cleansed from your hereditary and culti-
vated traits of evil. In going forward in

Continued on 27
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their position of importance makes them
men of infallible judgment.

the works of men are under the
Lord's jurisdiction. It will be altogether
safe for men to consider that there is
knowledge with the Most High. Those
who trust in God and His wisdom, and
not in their own, are walking in safe
paths. They will never feel that they are
authorized to muzzle even the ox that
treads out the grain; and how offensive it
is for men to control the human agent
who is in partnership with God, and
whom the Lord Jesus has invited: 'Come
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am
meek and lowly in heart: and yeshall find
rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light.' 'We are
labourers together with God: ye are
God's husbandry, ye are God's building.'
Mallhew 11:28-29; 1 Corinthians 3:9

"The Lord has not placed anyone of
His human agencies under the dictation
and control of those who are themselves
but erring mortals. He has not placed
upon men the power to say, You shall do
this, and you shall not do that. ...
"No man is a proper jUdge of an-

other man's duty. Man is responsible
to God; and as finite, erring men take
into their hands the jurisdiction of their
fellow men, as if the Lord
sioned them to lift up and cast down,
all Heaven is filled with indignation.
There arc strange principles being es-
tablished in regard to the control of the
minds and works of men, by human
judges, as though these finite men were
gods....

"Organizations, institutions, unless
kept by the power of God, will work
under Satan's dictation to bring men
under the control of men; and fraud and
guile will bear the semblance of zeal for
truth, and for the advancement of the
kingdom of God....

"God will not vindicate any device
whereby man shall in the slightest degree
rule or oppress his fellow men. The only
hope for fallen man is to look to Jesus, and
receive Him as the only Saviour. As soon

•...
"

Amenable to God

,
I 1:

.-

W HILE RESPECTING authority
and laboring in accordance with

wisely laid plans, every worker is
amenable to the Great Thacher for the
proper exercise of his God-given judg-
ment and of his right to look to the God
of heaven for wisdom and guidance.
God is Commander and Ruler over all.
We have a personal Saviour, and we are
not to exchange His word for the word
of any man. In the Scriptures the Lord
has given instruction for every worker.
The words of the Master Worker should
be diligently studied; for they are spirit
and life. Laborers who are striving to
work in harmony with this instruction
are under the leadership and guidance of
the Holy Spirit, and need not always,
before they make any advance move,
first ask permission of someone else. No
precise lines are to be laid down. Let the
Holy Spirit direct the workers. As they

keep looking unto Jesus, the Author and
Finisher of their faith, the gifts of grace
will increase by wise use.

God desires that we shall come into
right relation with Him. He desires that
every voice shall be sanctified. He wants
all there is of us-soul, body, and spirit-
to be fully sanctified to do His will. It is
time that we begin to know that we are
fastened to the Lord Jesus Christ by a
living, working faith; it is time for us to lay
hold of the help proffered by the Spirit of
God, and let our words reveal that we are
under divine control. Let us believe in
God, and trust in Him; and we shall see
His mighty power working among us.
In 1895 Iwrote to my brethren in the

ministry, as follows: "I must spcak to my
brethren nigh and afar off. I cannot hold
my peace. They arc not working on cor-
rcct principles. Thosc who stand in rc-
sponsible positions must not feel that

Ellen G. White
12 OurFirl/lFOl/lldalioll M:uch 1989



Let us all remember that we are not dealing
with ideal men, but with real men of God's
appointment, men precisely like ourselves

As a people, we have been reproved by God for
doing so little. How important, then, that we guard
carefully against everything that might dishearten or
weaken the influence of one soul who is doing a work
that God would have done. There are victories to be
gained if we present a united front and individually

seek the Lord for strength and guidance.
Testimonies to Ministers, 505

as man begins to make an iron rule for
other men, as soon as he begins to harness
up and drive men according to his own
nine!, he dishonors God, and imperils his
own soul and the souls of his brethren.
Sinful man can find hope and righteous-
ness only in God; and no human being is
righteous any longer than he has faith in
God and maintains a vital connection with
Him. A flower of the field must have its
rool in the soul; it must have air, dew,
showers, and sunshine. It will flourish
only as it receives these advantages, and
all are from God. Sowith men. We receive
from God that which ministers to the life
of the soul. We are warned not to trust in
man, nor to make flesh OUf arm."

The foregoing was printed in Special
Testimonies to Ministers and Workers,
No.9.

In 1903, I wrote to the president of a
conference:

"By means of one agency, Christ
Jesus, God has mysteriously linked all
men together. To every man He has as-
signed some special line of service; and
we should be quick to comprehend that
we are to guard against leaving the work
given us in order that we may interfere
with other human agencies who are
doing a work not precisely the same as
)ur own. To no man has been assigned
the work of imerfering with the work of
one of his fellow laborers, trying to take
it in hand himself; for he would so
handle it that he would spoil it. To one
God gives a work different from the
work that He gives another.

((Let us all remember that we are nOI
dealing with ideal men, but with real
men of God's appoimmem, men pre-
cisely like ourselves, men who fall into
the same errors that we do, men of like
ambitions and infirmities. No man has
been made a master, to rule the mind and
conscience of a fellow being. Let us be
very careful how we deal with God's
blood-bought heritage.

"To no man has been appointed the
work ofbeing a ruler over his fellow men.
Every man is to bear his own burden. He
may speak words of encouragement,
faith, and hope to his fellow workers; he
may help them to bear their special bur-
dens by suggesting to them improved
methods of labor; but in no case is he to
discoumge and enfeeble them, lest the
enemy shall obtain an advantage over
lheir mind.s-an advantage that in time
",ould react upon himself.
"By the cords of tender love and

sympathy the Lord linked all men to

Himself. Of us He says, Ye 'are la-
bourers together with God: ye are God's
husbandry, ye are God's building.' This
relationship we should recognize. If we
are bound up with Christ, we shall con-
stantly manifest Christlike sympathy
and forbearance toward those who are
striving with all their God-given ability
to bear their burdens, even as we en-
deavor to bear our appointed burdens.

"In our several callings there is to be
a mutual dependence on one another for
assistance. A spirit of authority is not to
be exercised, even by the president of a
conference; for position does not change

a man into a creature that cannot err.
Every laborer entrusted with the man-
agement of a conference is to work as
Christ worked, wearing His yoke and
learning ofHim His meekness and lowli-
ness. A conference president's spirit and
demeanor in word and in deed reveal
whether he realizes his weakness and
places his dependence on God, or
whether he thinks that his position of in-
fluence has given him superior wisdom.
If he loves and fears God, if he realizes
the value of souls, if he appreciates
every jot of the help that the Lord has

qualified a brother worker to render, he
will be able to bind heart to heart by the
love that Christ revealed during His min-
istry. He will speak words of comfort to
the sick and the sorrowing.
"If he does not cultivate a masterly

manner, but bears in mind always that
One is his Master. even Christ, he can
counsel the inexperienced, encoumging
them to be God's helping hand.
"The feeble hands are not to be de-

terred from doing something for the
Master. Those whose knees are weak are
not to be caused to stumble. God desires
us to enoourage those whose hands are

weak, to grasp more firmly the hand of
Christ, and to work hopefully. Every hand
should be outstretched to help the hand
that is doing something for the Master.
The time may come when the hands that
have upheld the feeble hands of another
may, in tum, be upheld by the hands to
whom they ministered. God has so
ordered malters that no man is absolutely
independent of his fellow men."

Testimonies to Ministers, 492-496
Sanitarium, California, January 16, 1907
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A Word to Laodicea
DEAR LAODICEA:

You have occupied your place on
the world scene for well over 120 years.
The stirring message of OUf Lord's re-
turn "in our day" has been heard by fOUf
generations, but the Bridegroom has nOl
yet come to claim His bride! Many of
your hcarers have become discouraged
and listless, others have filcd out in dis-
appointment and disbelicf, a great num-
ber have passed on to their rest.

Arc you aware of the fact that the
enemy is zeroing in-above any other

you? (cf. Manhcw 24:24.)
He zerocd in on the Jewish nation-and
successfully so-at Ihc lime of Christ'S
[irst advent. He is zeroing in on the rern-
nanl church as they arc wailing for His
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second advent. Will he be as successful
as he was with the Jews? Remember, de-
ception is the most deadly of the arrows
he carrics in his quiver, and prophecy
warns (cf. Manhew 24:24 and Revela-
tion 3:17) that it is this very arrOw which
he will aim at you, the very elect.

Prophecy does not accuse you of
slackness or indolence. nor of the want
of doctrinal knowlcdge, or of lack of ad-
ministrative and executive skills. In all of
these branches you excel and are ad-
mired even by Ihe world. Your profi-
ciency in these branches has madc you
rich and has increased your goods.
However, prophecy serves you nOlice
with regard to your lukewarm attitude
toward the One who is pleading on your

Henry Baasch

doorstep for admission, urging you to
robe yourself with His precious robe of
righteousness.

Prophecy laments your scant atten-
tion to the counsel of the True Witness,
on which your destiny hangs. You are a
busy community-yes, too busy! You
pile activity on activity, but you arc
tempted to make activity and the reach-
ing of man-sct goals and standards of
"achievement" your god and to rest
complacently and self-congratulatorily
in the sunshine of those idols! Hustle
and bustle have usurped the place of a
quiet hour with your Saviour who longs
to become bener acquainted with you.
Activity tempts you to neglect the culti-
vation of your spiritual vineyard. While
you gain in girth, expanse and popular-
ity you are losing in depth and in spir-
itual meaning. You are !lirting with Ihe
standards of the world around you. You
covet its approval and are pleased wher
its great men smile at you.

Music is made up of three parts:
melody, rhythm and accompaniment.
All three are essential, but are nOl equal
in importance. The melody should have
the most prominent part and should not
be overshadowed by the rhythm or the
accompaniment. The evangelization of
the world by means of extensive preach-
ing, teaching and printed propaganda,
and the expenditure of large sums of
money for compaigns, buildings, equip-
ment, travel, et cetera-vital though all
these are--do not, in and of themselves,
fulfill the principal commission en-
trusted to the remnant church. These are
not the melody. At the most, they are the
accompaniment.

The melody which is to ring forth,
sketchily at first, but cver more clearly,
is the song of victory over sin, the song
of Moses and the Lamb, soaring higher
and higher, closer and evcr closer to the
heavenly Pattern, further and further
away from the world, to the climactic

Henry Baasch (1883-1981) was the first
president of the Columbia-Venezuela Union,
and at 85 years of age became one of the
first retirees given assignment under the Ad-
venlist Volunteer Service Corp program.



Let Laodicea ponder her way! Let her pause
and take inventory, let her consider and define
where she has strayed from the Pattern in her
multiple activities

height of a "full and final display" ofHis
grace-in vessels of clay, but divested of
all earthliness and testified unto by the
declaration of the angel: "Here is the
patience of the saints: here are they that
keep the commandments ofGod, and the
faith of Jesus." Revelation 14:12. For the
first time this testimony will be said of a
whole community of saints.

The messcnger of the Lord gives us
this picture:
uWhile I was praying at the family

altar, the Holy Ghost fell upon me, and I
seemed to be rising higher and higher,
far above the dark world. I turned to look
for the Advent people in the world, but
could not find them, when a voice said to
me, 'Look again, and look a little
higher.' At this I raised my eyes, and saw
a straight and narrow path, cast up high
above the world. On this path the Ad-
vent people were traveling to the city,
which was at the farther end of the path."
Early Writings, 14

The legitimate way of adding souls
to the kingdom is pointed out in the fol-
lowing passages:
" 'Herein is My Father glorified,' said

Jesus, 'that ye bear much fruit.' ... Yet the
Saviour does not bid the disciples labor to
bear fruit. He tells them to abide in Him.
If ye abide in Me,' He says, 'and My
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye
will, and it shall be done unto you:...
The life of Christ in you produces the
same fruits as in Him. Living in Christ,
adhering to Christ, supported by Christ,
drawing nourishment from Christ, you
bear fruit after the similitude of Christ."
The Desire ofAges, 677

"Christ's followers have no need to
try to shine. If they will behold con-
stantly the life of Christ, they will be
changed in mind and heart into the same
image. Then they will shine without any
superficial allcmpt." Counsels to Par-
ems, Teachers, and Students, 251

"But Jesus did not bid the disciples,
'Strive to make your light shine;' He
said, 'Let it shine.' IfChrist is dwelling in
the heart, it is impossible to conceal the
light of His presence. If those who
profess to be followers of Christ are not
the light of the world, it is because the
vital power has left them; if they have no
light to give, it is because they have no
connection with the Source of light."
Thoughts From theMount ofBlessing, 41

In view of these statements. the
jucstion of correctly evaluating the ac-
complishment of all missionary endeav-
ors deserves serious study. The popular

method of expressing results in terms of
numbers baptized, expansions added,
pages of literature distributed and sums
of money collected may justly be ques-
tioned. It is freely conceded that these
items arc impressive! Figures and num-
bers arc always impressive. They are
fascinating, adding glamour to the per-
formance. Moreover, they are readily
absorbed by the average mind. They
also provide a convenient rule for meas-
uring results and defining merits. Nev-
ertheless, the scent of earthliness and
earthiness clings to them heavily. Let
Laodicea be warned! At one time David
fell victim to the magic influence of
numbers (cf. 1 Chronicles 21:1)-that
Satan-inspired sport which so slyly
leads to pride and self-complacency,
which so trickishly substitutes quantity
[or quality, mediocrity [or true merit,
and pomp for paucity. The charm ex-
erted by numbers, size and quantity, if
allowed to prevail, will fill Loadicea's
pews with "illegitimate children" and
swell her ranks with a mixed multitude
which, as of old, could bring her march
to a standstill at another "Kadesh-bar-
nea." God forbid that such a thing
should happen!

However, the danger is real, and the
True Witness emphatically warns Laodi-
cea against vaunting herself of her
"riches" (Revelation 3:17). Incidentally,
it will swell the ranks of those who will
turn out 10 be "our bitterest enemies"
(The Greal Controversy, 608). Finally, it
will add to those «many" (Matthew
7:22-23) who claim entrance into the
Kingdom, but to whom Jesus says, "I
never knew you!" Oh, what shattering
disappointment! However did such
come about? The answer is: they busied
themselves over an elaborate accom-
paniment which choked the melody with
its weight!

Let Laodicea ponder her way! Let
her pause and take inventory) let her
consider and define where she has

strayed from the Pattern in her multiple
activities: ministerial, educational, medi-
cal, social, et cetera. Let her frankly
confess her shortcomings, plead for for-
giveness and then charter her future
course in harmony with the divine coun·
scI. Let her shun the subtle art of ration-
alizing, which makes evil appear good
and transgression a necessity, trying to
"update" what is eternally fresh and
young-ever the head and never the tail.

Unless Laodicea will submit to a
candid self-examination and to an un-
compromising self-discipline, there will
descend upon her a tempest that will sift
and shake her ranks and sweep to one
side the whole of her household, with its
elaborate furnishings and costly equip-
ment, clearing the stage for the Lord
Himself to take hotd of the reins (cr. Tes-
timonies to Ministers, 300; Testimonies,
vol. 5, 80; Romans 9:28) with an army
of "unidentified" ones whose names and
pictures may not be found in any regis-
ter, or church paper, or book, nor dif-
fused from any desk or platform. Nev-
ertheless, they are God's "hidden firma-
ment," the unknown "Elijahs" which He
holds in reserve for that day and for that
occasion to reflect His blazing glory

which will lighten up the whole earth in
a last attempt to save souls from a world
doomed to perish.

Let Laodicea open the door, let her
admit her divine Lover, adorn herself
with the bridal attire which He so
anxiously and eagerly offers her; let her
sit down with her great Friend and sup
with Him and allow Him to take her to
His heavenly home, there to occupy a
seat by His side on the throne of the uni-
verse! Can any desire or ambition sur-
pass such experience? Can any expecta-
tion outshine such excellence? "Higher
than the highest human thought can
reach is God's ideal for His children.
Godliness-godlikeness-is the goal to
be reached." Education, 18 IB
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The Laodicean Church

that they are right, when they are all
wrong? The message of the True Witness
finds the people of God in a sad decep
tion, yet honest in that deceptior.. They
know not that their condition is de-
plorable in the sight ofGod. While those
addressed are flattering themselves that
they are in an exalted spiritual condition,
the message of the True Witness breaks
their security by the startling denuncia-
tion of their true situation of spiritual
blindness, poverty, and wretchedness.
The testimony, so cutting and severe,
cannot be a mistake; for it is the True
Witness who speaks, and His testimony
must be correcl.

It is difficult for those who feel se-
cure in their attainments, who arc believ-
ing themselves to be rich in spiritual
knowledge, to receive the message
which declares that they are deceived
and in need of every spiritual grace. The
unsanctified heart is deceitful above all
things, and desperately wicked.

God leads His people on, step by
step. The Christian life is a constant
battle, and a march. There is no rest from
the warfare. It is by constant, unceasing
effort that we maintain the victory over
the temptations of Satan. We are, as a
people, triumphing in the clearness an<
strength of the truth. We are fully sus-
tained in our positions by an over-
whelming amount of plain scriptural tes-
timony. But we are very much wanting
in Bible humility, patience, faith, love,
self-denial, watchfulness, and a spirit of
sacrifice. We need to cultivate Bible
holiness. Sin prevails among the people
of God. The plain message of rebuke to
the Laodiceans is not received. Many
cling to their doubts and their darling
sins, while they are in so great a decep-
tion as to talk and feel that they are in
necd of nothing. They think the testi-
mony of the Spirit of God in reproof is
uncalled for, or that it does not mean
them. Such are in the greatest need of the
grace of God and spiritual discernment,
that they may discover their deficiency
in spiritual knowledge. They lack almost
every essential qualification necessary to
perfect Christian character. They have
not a practical knowledge of Bible truth,
which leads to lowliness of life, and a
conformity of their will to the will of
Christ. They are not living in obedience
to all God's requirements.

It is not enough to merely profess te
believe the truth. AIl the soldiers of the
cross of Christ virtually obligate them-
selves to enter a crusade against the ad-

The Lord here shows us that the mes-
sage to be borne to His people by minis-
ters whom He has called to warn the
people, is not a peace-and-safety message.
It is not merely theoretical, but practical in
every particular. The people of God are
represented in the message to the Laodi-
ceans in a positionofcamal security. They
are at ease, believing themselves in an ex-
alted condition of spiritual attainments.

"Because thou sayest, I am rich, and
increased with goods, and have need of
nothing; and knowest not that thou art
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked.»

What greater deception can come
upon human minds than a confidence

IEllen G. White I

THE MESSAGE to the church of the
Laodiceans is a startling denuncia-

tion, and is applicable to the people of
God at the present time.

unto the angel of the church of
the Laodiceans wri te; These things saith
the Amen, the faithful and true witness,
the beginning of the creation of God; I
know thy works, that thou art neither cold
nor hot; I would thou wert cold or hot: so
then because thou art lukewarm, and
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of
my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich,
and increased with goods, and have need
of nothing; and knowest not that thou art
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked." Revelation 3:14-17
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Those who heed the testimony of warning, and
zealously go about the work of separating their
sins from them, will be opening the door of
their hearts that the dear Saviour may come in

versary of'souls, to condemn wrong, and
sustain righteousness. But the message
of the True Witness reveals the fact that a
terrible deception is upon our people,
which makes it necessary to come to
them with warnings, to break their spir-
itual slumber, and arouse them to de-
cided action.

This message of the True Witness has
not accomplished the design of God.
The people slumber on in their sins.
They continue to declare themselves
"rich, and having need of nothing."
Many inquire, Why are all these reproofs
given? Why do the testimonies continu-
ally charge us with backsliding and
grievous sins? We love the truth. We are
prospering. We are in no need of these
testimonies of warning and reproof. But
let these murmurers see their hearts, and
compare their lives with the practical
teaChings of the Bible; let them humble
their souls before God; let the grace of
God illuminate the darkness, and the
scales will fall from their eyes, and they
will sense their true spiritual poverty and
wretchedness. They will feel the neces-
sity of buying gOld, which is pure faith
and love; white raiment, which is a spot-
less character, made pure in the blood of
their dear Redeemer, and eyesalve,
which is the grace of God, and will give
clear discernment of spiritual things, and
detect sin. These attainments are more
precious than the gold of Ophir.

I am very sure that the greatest reason
why the people of God are now found in
this state of spiritual blindness is that they
will not receive correction. Many have
despised the reproofs and warnings given
them. The True Witness condemns the
lukewarm condition of the people of
God, which gives Satan great power over
them in this wailing, watching time. The
selfish, and proud, and lovers of sin, are
ever assailed with doubts. Satan has abil-
ity to suggest doubts and devise objec-
tions to the pointed testimony that God
sends, and many think it a virtue and
mark of intelligence in them to be un-
believing, and questioning, and quib-
bling. Those who desire to doubt will
have plenty of room. God does not pro-
pose to remove all occasion for unbelief.
He gives evidence, which must be care-
fully investigated with a humble mind
and teachable spirit. All should decide
from the weight of evidence.

Eternal life is of infinite value, and
will cost US all that we have. It is evident
that we do not place a proper estimate
upon eternal things. Everything worth

possessing, even in this world, must be
secured by effort, and sometimes by
most painful sacrifice. And this is merely
for a perishable treasure. Shall we be less
willing to endure conflict and toil, and to
make earnest efforts and great sacrifices
for the infinite treasure, which passes all
estimate in value, and the duration of life
which will measure with the Infinite?
Can Heaven cost us too much? Faith and
love are golden treasures, elements that
are greatly wanting among God's
people.

Faith in the soon coming of Christ is
waning. "My Lord delayeth His com-
ing" is said not only in the heart, but also
expressed in words, and most decidedly
in works. Stupidity in this watching time
is sealing the senses of God's people as
to the signs of the times.
The terrible iniquity abounding calls

for the greatest diligence, and for the
liVing testimony, to keep sin out of the
church. Faith has been decreasing to a
fearful degree. Faith can only increase by
exercise.

In the first rise of the third angel's
message, those who engaged in tl,e work
of God had something to venture. They
had sacrifices to make. They started this
work in poverty, and suffered the
greatest deprivations and reproach. They

met determined oppoSition, which drove
them to God in their necessity, and kept
their faith alive. Our present plan of Sys-
tematic Benevolence amply sustains our
ministers. And there is no want and no
call for the exercise of faith as to a sup-
port. Those who start out now to preach
the truth have nothing to venture. They
have no risks to run, no especial sacri-
fices to make. The system of truth is
made ready to their hand. Publications
are provided for them, vindicating the
truths they advance.

Some young men start out with no
rcal sense of the exalted character of the
work. They have not privations, and
hardships, and severe conflicts to meet,

which call for the exercise of faith. They
do not cultivate practical self-denial, and
cherish a spirit of sacrifice. Some are be-
coming proud and lifted up, and have no
real burden of the work upon them. The
True Witness speaks to these ministers,
"Be zealous, therefore, and repent.)t
These ministers are some of them so
lifted up in pride that they are really a
hindrance and a curse to the precious
cause of God. They do not exert an in-
fluence which is saving upon others.
There is need of these men being
thoroughly converted to God them-
selves, and sanctified by the truths they
present to others.

Very many feel impatient and jealous
because they are frequently disturbed
with warnings and reproofs which keep
their sins before them. Says the True Wit-
ness, "I know thy works." The motives,
the purposes, and the unbelief, suspi-
cions, and jealousies may be hid from
men, but not from Christ..The True Wit-
ness comes as a counselor: l'I counsel
thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire,
that thou mayest be rich; and white rai-
ment, that thou mayest be clothed, and
that the shame of thy nakedness do not
appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-
salve, that thou mayest see. As many as I
love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous,

therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at
the door, and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, Iwill come in to
him, and will sup with him, and he with
me. Th him tbat overcometh will I grant
to sit with me in my throne, even as I also
overcame, and am set down with my
Father in his throne." Revelation 3:18-21

Those who heed the testimony of
warning, and zealously go about the
work of separating their sins from them,
in order to have the needed graces, will
be opening the door of their hearts that
the dear Saviour may come in and dwell
with them. This class you will ever find
in perfect harmony with the testimony of
the Spirit of God.
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Ministers who are preaching present
truth should not neglect the solemn mes-
sage to the Laodiceans. The testimony of
the True Witness is not a smooth mes-
sage. The Lord does not say to them,
You are about right; you have borne
chastisement and reproof thaI you never
deserved; you have been discouraged
unnecessarily by severity; you arc not
guilty of the wrongs and sins of which
you have been reproved.

The True Witness declares that when
you suppose you arc rcally in a good con-
dition of prosperity you are in need of
everything. ]1 is nol enough (or ministers
to present theoretical subjects. They need
to study the practical lessons Cilrist gave
His disciples, and make a close applica-
tion of the same 10 their own souls and to
the people. Because Cilrist bears this re-
buking testimony, sllall we suppose tllat
He is destitute of tender love to His
people? Oh, no! He who died to redeem
man from deatll, loves witll a divine love.
He rebukes tllose He loves. ''As many as I
love, I rebuke and cllasten." But many
will not receive the message Heaven in
mercy sends them. They cannot endure to
be told of their wrongs, and of their neg-
lect of duty, of tlleir selfisllness, tlleir
pride, and love of the world.
The servants of tile Lord sllould bear

a plain testimony. They sllould cry aloud
and spare not, and show the people their
transgressions, and tile Ilousc of Israel
their sins. But there is a class wllo will
not receive the message of reproof, and
they raise their hands to shield those
wllom God would reprove and correcl.
They will ever be found sympatllizing
witll tllose whom God would make to
feel their true poverty.

The word of the Lord spoken
through His servants is received by
many with questionings and fears. And
many will defer their obedience to the
warnings and reproofs given, waiting till
every shadow of uncertainty is removed
from their minds. The unbelief that
demands perfect knowledge will never
yield to the evidence God is pleased 10
give. God requires of His people faith
Ihat rests upon the weight of evidence,
not perfect knowledge. The followers of
Jesus Christ, those who accept of the
light God sends tllem, must obey the
voice of God speaking to them, when
there are many other voices crying out
against it. It requires discernment to dis-
tinguish Ihe voice of God.
Those who will not act when the

Lord calls upon tllem, waiting for more
certain evidence and more favorable op-
portunities, will walk in darkness, for the
light will be withdra\·IO. The evidence
given one day, if rejec!ed, may never be
repeated.
Tempted souls, whose hearts have

ever been at waf with the faithful reprov-
ing of sin, would cry, Speak unto us
smooth things. What disposition will
these make of the message of the True
Witness to Ihe Laodiceans? There can be
no deception here. This message must be
borne to a lukewarm church by God's
servants. This message must arousc the
people of God from their security and
dangerous deception in regard to their
rcal standing before God. This tesli-
mony, if received, will arouse to action,
and lead to self-abasement, and cenfes-
sions of sins. The True Witness says, "I
know thy works, that thou art neither
cold nOl hot." And again, ''As many as I

love, I rebuke and chasten; be zealous,
therefore, and repent." Then cernes the
promise, "Behold, I stand at the door,
and knock; if any man hear my voice,
and open the door, I will ceme in to him,
and will sup with him, and he with me.
To him that overcometh, will I grant to
sit with me in my throne, even as I also
overcame, and am set down with my
Father in his throne." Revelation 3:15,
19,20-21
These wrongs and sins, which have

brought the people of God in Iheir stale
ofwrelchedness, blindness, and poverty,
must be seen, and they arouse to zealous
repentance, and a putting away of these
sins which have broughl them into sueh
a deplorable condition of blindness and
fearful deception. The pointed testimony
must live in the church. And tllis alone
will answer to Ihe message to the Laodi-
ccans. Wrongs must be reproved, sins
must be called sins, and iniquity must be
met promptly and decidedly, and put
away from us as a people.

Those whom God has chosen for an
imJXlrtant work have ever been received
with distrust and suspicion. Anciently,
when Elijah was sent with a message
from God to the people, they did not heed
the warning. Tiley thought Elijah unncc-
essarily severe. He must, they thought,
have lost his senses, that he would de-
nounce them, the favored people of God,
as sinners, and their crimes, SO aggravat-
ing, that the judgments of God would
awaken against them. I!!I

Review and Herald, vol. 1, 131-133
(September 16, 1873)

.----1Cinr QBtpon iLinl' iCinr Qltpon iCinr
God does not ask us to do in our own strength the work before us. lIe has provided divine assistance for all the emergencies

to which our human resources are unequal. Ue gives the Uoly Spirit to help in every strait, to strengthen our hope and as-
surance, to illuminate our minds and purify our hearts. Testimonies, vol. 8, 19

True Christianity will always be aggressive, and wherever it exists it will arouse enmity. All who live a conscientious life,
who bear testimony of the claims of God, of the evil of sin, of the judgment to come, will be called the disturbers orIsrae!. Ellen
G. White 1888Materials, 1013

We cannot overestimate the value ofsimple faith and unquestioning obedience. It is by following in the path of obedience in
simple faith that the character obtains perfection. The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 4, 1137
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LEITERS TO THE EDITOR
-

I want to thank you for all of the in-
teresting, Spirit-filled articles over the
past year. I have been blessed and en-
couraged by reading your magazine. I
read it from cover to cover, and have
never been disappointed by the "the-
ology" in any of the articles.

The magazines are being used to help
others see the errors of the New The-
ology. I distribute each copy to others,
and rarely get them back from the same
person I loaned it to.
-SK, Tennessee

This is a special gift because an article
in Our Firm Foundation helped me with
the Sabbath. I had to make some deci-
sions (I am already a Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Christian) about my job, and the
article helped to finalize my decision. The
story is too long to note here, but I praise
God for receiving the magazine three
days before I had to speak with my boss.

God worked everything out. Praise
the Lord!
-NR, New Hampshire

I started going back to church be-
cause of your magazine and my husband
is planning to start again, not because he
has read any of your magazines but be-
cause I have started.

Please pray for my family. "We
wrestle not against flesh and blood."
-IE, California

In July I wrote and told you I did not
have the money at that time, but I'd like
to continue getting your paper. Now I can
pay for my subscription and also to have
it sent again to my daughter who has been
out of the church for approximately 20
years. She enjoyed it so much she started
going to church each Sabbath.

Praise God for good literature. My
daughter is getting rebaptized....
Thanks again for continuing to send the
magazine when I did not have the money
to pay for it. May God bless you.
-GB,Ohio

I have been a Seventh-day Adventist
for 39 years and a denominational em-
ployee for 29 years. But I have never
been quite as excited as I have been since
two copies of Our Firm Foundation
came into my hands.

It has been wonderful to find that
there is still a group within the church
who hold to some of the old ideals that I
have understood and enjoyed for years
but do not hear much about anymore.

I have read, reread, marked, and en-
joyed each page of the two copies of the
journal and have found the articles very
helpful.
-California

I am a Seventh-day Adventist Church
pastor in Ghana. I have received one of
your publications and now I am request-
ing you to send me 12 copies ofChrist's
Object Lessons, and 12 copies of The
Ministry ofI-Iealing.

I conducted a campaign and 165 con-
verts were won to the church. About 70
of them were Roman Catholic members.
Now they want to know more about the
seventh-day Sabbath, so I beg of you to
help me.
-Pastor, Ghana

This is only one of many such re-
quests. The opportunities to assist in
grounding the many new members in
third-world cOlintries are great. If you
wish 10 help, //lark YOllr gift for "Over-
seas."- EDITORS

I have a small testimony to share with
you. lam married who
was raised as a Catholic, and in the nearly
sixteen years of our marriage has shown
no interest whatsoever in attending
church. I have been praying for him for
nearly eight years now, especially during
the last four years when he was fighting a
severe drug-abuse problem. In August
we attended the Hope International camp
meeting with OUf two children. Since
then he has missed only three Sabbaths at

church, and has claimed day-by-day
victory over his drug abuse. Praise God
for camp meeting, and the presence of the
Holy Spirit there!
-California

Letters from the Truth For Today
Bible Correspondence School:

This lesson [on the investigative
judgment] is one of the most serious les-
sons I've ever had. I have taken many
Bible courses. This lesson shocks me.

Please pray that God will give me all
the knowledge I desire to have from
Him. Please pray for me and my family
that, with God's help, we will do our
very best to get rid of everything in our
lives now and in the future that would
jeopardize our relationship to God.
Thank you.
-RH, Missouri

I received all the books you sent me
and was glad to get them. I've finished
reading the threc books, The Desire of
Ages, The Great Controversy, and Patri-
archs and Prophets. These books ex-
plained to me what I've been searching
for all my life. They explain things that
were most difficult wilh such simplicity,
and scripture to justify everything. I
can't begin to explain how much I've
enjoyed reading those books. J have
begun to read them over, much morc
carefully this time.

We also have a pastor, Pastor Darryl
Howard. One of the sisters that works
along with Pastor Joe Crews recom-
mended him. They come out every Sab-
bath. We are trying 10 get situated where
we can have some baptizing pretty soon.
Didn't mean 10 write a book, J know you
are busy. I just wanted to thank you for
the books and your prayers. Just one
more thing, if it is possible I would
appreciate a large-print Bible, that is ifit
doesn't cause too much difficulty.
-Prisoner, Georgia
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Wanted:
An Easy
Religion

Marshall Grosboll is the director ofSteps to
Life, Inc., and the Institute of
Wichita, Kansas.

turning to non-Adventist church-growth
experts to teach us how we can become
popular and grow like the other
churches. 10 the process, the offense of
the cross has ccased. No longer is there
persecution from without, only that
which comes from within when some-
one raises his voice calling for reform.

And yet for all the endeavors at
popularity, we are not growing, atlcast
not in the Western countries. Why
should this be? In all our efforts to leam
the secrets of growth employed by the
churches from which we as Seventh-day
Adventists were called out, is it possible
that we have missed something? We
have become Laodicean relatively
slowly-adopting the ways of the
churches which compose mystical
Babylon by default rather than by intent.

As Elijah said, "How long halt ye be-
tween two opinions? if the Lord be God,
follow him: but if Baal, then follow
him." 1 Kings 18:21, KJv. Let us choose
to have a pleasing, popular religion, or
accepl the offense of the cross. And so,
for those who want a pleasing and popu-
lar religion, not by default bUI by intent,

"It has been the continual endeavor of
the enemy to introduce into the church
persons who assent to much that is truth,
but who are not converted. Professed
Christians who are false to their trust are
channels through whom Satan works.
He can use unconverted church mem-
bers to advance his own ideas and retard
the work of God. Their influence is al-
ways on the side of wrong." Notebook
Leaflets, 21

The book of Revelation reveals that
Satan has succeeded in diluting this
church with professors of religion who
are not converted. In prophecy, this
church is pictured: "So then, because
you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor
hot ... and do not know that you are
wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and
naked." Revelation 3:16-17. But because
of their profession, Laodiceans viewed
themselves as being rich and having
need of nothing.

No more fearful delusion can take a
people captive, and no more accurate de-
scription could depict our church today.
We arc more intent on maintaining a
good name than on living a godly life.
We want to feel good about ourselves
while maintaining our worldly lifestyle.

We want to be popular as are the
churches of the world. Typical is our

T HE GOSPEL of Jesus has never been
popular. The gospels reveal that

Jesus "eame to His own, and [even] His
own did not receive Him." John 1:11 1

Thus Jesus tells us to "enter by the
narrow gate; for wide is the gate and
broad is the way that leads to destruc-
tion, and there are many who go in by it.
Because narrow is the gate and diffieult
is the way whieh leads to life, and there
are few who find it." Matthew 7:13-14

Although there has always been a
mass of professors of religion, there
have been but few who have been
willing to be truly converted thereby,
willing to be broken on the Rock and to
crueify self.

Religion has never lacked popular-
ity. Throughout history, most people
had "religion," and have even been
proud of it. But "the religion that is fash-
ionable, that is popular in the world, is
not the religion of the meek and lowly
Jesus." "The religion of Christ permits
no compromise, no yielding to the in-
fluences of the world." Review andHer-
ald, vol. 2, 575

One of Satan's goals in our chureh is
10 make religion fashionable; to lower
the standards of truth so that our church
may be filled with those who are profes-
sors of religion, but not truly converted.
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When Jesus presented to the rich young ruler
the condition of discipleship, Judas was
displeased. He thought that a mistake
had been made

here are three ways to have a pleasing re-
ligion like the world:

1) Preach Jesus GuIDo Nol Require
PerfeclObedience

Everyone has some besetting sin.
From birth, Satan has been cultivating
certain sins within each one of us.

I remember in a baptismal class, as
we were reading from the Bible about
jewelry, one young woman spoke up
and said: "If I have to take off my wed-
ding ring to go to heaven, I can't go!"
She had been married just six months
and had a new diamond wedding ring.
When I visited with her in her home two
days latter, she had IwO non-Adventist
ministers there helping her to sec that a
little jewelry was nOl wrong.

She came 10 the baptism, with all her
jewelry on. She asked me to explain
again the reasons why wearing it was
wrong. We then went into the study and
spent the nexl hour and a half reading
again all the texts and discussing their
meaning. Finally, wilh tears, she said, "I
surrender!" From that moment on the
Lord used her, and within a relatively
shon period of time she had broughl
several other people into the church.

But she had to overcome her besel-
ting sin. Probably some evil angel had
worked to develop this love in her from
the time she was a little girl. Presents of
jewelry had probably been given to her.
Prideful comments had undoubtedly
been made about wearing jewelry, and
how good it made one look. Jewelry had
become associated with femininity. sex
appeal, marriage, weal!h, success, and
attractiveness.

How easy it would have been to have
brought her into the church without
counseling her about jewelry! And al-
though she eventually made the decision
to take it off, how many do not!

I remember another young woman
who had three hundred pairs of earrings,
several hundred pairs of shoes, and three
mink coats. She was a personal acquaint-
ance of some well-known movie stars.
She came to every meeting and accepled
every truth-but one. That, again, was
wearing jewelry. Consequently she
found a church that would accept her
with her one besetting sin.

Some are lost when standards arc
held high. Jesus lost the rich young ruler.
How much eredi t he could have been to
the fledgling church! He had money, in-
fluence, and leadership. Moreover, he

kept all the commandments, and even
accepted Jesus openly. He came to Jesus
in broad daylight and knelt down before
him-morc than Nicodemus did!
Judas' keen pereeplions immediately

grasped what it would mean to their little
group to have this respeeled leader in
their company. If the young man needed
any reforms, he felt these could come
laler.

"When Jesus presented to the rich
young ruler the oondition of discipleship,
Judas was displeased. He thought that a
mistake had been made. If such men as
this ruler oould be connected with the
believers, they would help sustain Christ's
cause. If Judas were only received as a
counselor, he thought, he could suggcst
many plans for the advantage of the little
ehureh." The Desire ofAges, 719

If Jesus had listened to Judas, the
small group of disciples would not have
lost the rich young ruler, nor the crowd
of 5,000 when "many of His disciples
went back and walked with Him no
more." John 6:66. Jesus seemed to lose
more disciples than He kept. Somehow
He had never been taught the secrets of
church growth. His standards were too
high, in Judas' estimation.

Numerically, Jesus could have had
much more success, and we can, too, if
we willjusl be oontent to preach more of

"Jesus." and not concern ourselves with
obedience. As long as a person will ac-
cept Jesus as his Saviour, and accept
"most" of the standards of the church,
surely the olher points of godly living
will come along as he sits in church Sab-
bath after Sabbath.

The only trouble is that as long as
there is even one point not fully sur-
rendered to the Lord, Satan has control
o[ lhe life. Because conversion "requires
an entire transformation, a renewing of
our whole nature, we must yield our-
selves wholly to Him.... We are nOl
God's children unless we are such en-
tirely." Sleps 10 Chrisl, 43-44. The more

areas of godly living displayed in Ihe
life, while one sin is being cherished, the
more deceptive is the Christian ex-
perience. As long as one point is unsur-
rendered, all the preaching in the world
will not avail. Judas was not converted
by his association with Jesus.

"Even one wrong trait of character,
one sinful desire, persistently cherished,
will eventually neutralize all the power
of the gospel. Every sinful indulgence
strengthens the soul's aversion to God."
Ibid., 34

Sin is like a cancer. Either it is
completely eradicated, or it completely
eradicates Christ. There are only two
roads we can travel: one is the road of
lotal victory, the 01her is the rOHd o[lolal
defeat. All we have to do is take one slep
down. and the next one becomes easier.
"At every advance step in the downward
road, Satan has some special temptation
to lead them [professed Christians] still
further on the wrong track." lestimo-
nies, vol. 2, 287

But here is Ihe problem: We do nOl
know when we have been totally
defeated. "When sin has deadened the
moral perceptions, the wrongdocr does
not discern the defects of his character."
Sleps 10 Chrisl, 40. Sin blinds the per-
ceptiOns. The Jewish leaders in Jesus'
day came under Satan's complete con-

trol, but thought they were the guardians
of the [aith.

All Satan needs is for US to reject one
standard. "The removal of One safeguard
from the conscience, the failure to do the
very thing that the Lord has marked out,
one step in the path of wrong principle,
often leads to an entire change of the life
and action." Mind, Character, and Per-
sonalily, vol. 1,320

And so, if we want to be popular like
Ihe other churches, just preach "Jesus."
Call it "Christ our righteousness." Make
the people aClive, happy Christians. But
allow them to retain their one cherished
sin.
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God calls upon men for the use of every talent
He has lent them, the exercise of every power
He has given; for man can never be saved in
disobedience and indolence

2) Tell People to Wait for Jesus to
Overcome Their Sins for Them

If Ihe lie that perfect obedience is un-
necessary doesn't work, Satan has an-
other scheme Ihat is just as effeclive. If
he cannot deceive us into thinking we
can be saved while maintaining that one
cherished sin, then lhis philosophy is
sure 10 work. Preach Jesus. Preach per-
fect obedience. Preach sanctification.
BUI tell Ihc people Ihal Jesus will do the
perfecling for Ihem. Teach Ihem jusl to
read Ihe Bible and pray, and Jesus will
do Ihe resl.

This is a most deceptive, alluring
philosophy. I remember lalking with a
leader in the church who was addicted. to
a certain caffeinated drink. She drank it
all day long. She said she knew it was
wrong, bUI could nOI quit. I asked her
why she bought it. She said thaI she was
waiting for God 10 lake Ihe sin away
from her. She even suggested that il
would be wrong for her to quiI unless
God look it away. She had imbibed Ihis
maslerful deceplion.

II is lrue thai we have no power 10
overcome sin in our own strength. But
God has called us, wilh His power, to
pUI il OUI of our lives. Jesus gives us Ihe
power, bUI we mUSI do Ihe overcoming.
"[n Ihe work of redemption there is

no compulsion. No external force is em-
ployed. Under the influence of the Spiril
of God, man is left free 10 choose whom

he will serve. In Ihe change Ihal takes
place when the soul surrenders to Christ,
Ihere is Ihe highesl sense of freedom.
The expulsion of sin is Ihe act of Ihe soul
ilself. True, we have no power 10 free
ourselves from Satan's control; but
when we desire to be sct free from sin.
and in our great need cry oul for a power
oul of and above ourselves, the powers
of Ihe soul are imbued with the divine
energy of the Holy Spiril, and Ihey obey
Ihe diclates of the will in fulfilling the
will of God." The Desire ofAges, 466
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When Judas came to Jesus, he
Ihought Ihat if he jusl associated with
Jesus, all his sinful lrails would be
washed away. How wrong he was!

"He [Judas] fell in his own person
Ihe evidence of Christ's power. ... He
loved the Grcat Teacher, and desired 10
be wilh Him. He fell a desire to be
changed in character and life, and he
hoped to experience Ihis through con-
nCCling himself with Jesus.... [Christ]
endowed him wilh power 10 heallhe siek
and 10 caSI OUI devils. BUI Judas did nol
come 10 Ihe poinl of surrendering him-
self fully 10 Christ. He did nOI give up
his worldly ambition or his love of
money." The Desire ofAges, 717

Judas wanted 10 be changed. He
Ihought that by associating with Jesus he
would be changed. He heard Ihe words
of Jesus day after day, and lalked with
Him face to face. BUI because he himself
did not give up his sins, his life was nOI
changed as he hoped il would be. How
many are going Ihrough a Judas ex-
perience loday because of the Judas
philosophy! They have accepled Ihe idea
of jusl spending time wilh Jesus and lel-
ling Him change the life apart from their
own endeavors.

«Everything depends on the right ac-
tion of Ihe will. The power of choice
God has given to men; it is theirs to exer-
cise.... Desires for goodness and holi-
ness are righl as far as Ihey go; bUI if you
stop here, Ihey will avail nothing. Many

will be losl while hoping and desiring to
be Christians. They do not come 10 the
point of yielding the will 10 God. They
do nOI now choose 10 be Chrislians."
Steps 10 Christ, 47-48

There is a work for man to do in
overcoming sin thaI God will nO! do for
Him. God gave Samson superhuman
strenglh, but he had to exercise every
ounce of energy he had 10 lift those gales
off Ihe city wall. He had no power to do
il himself. But neither could he merely
kneel beside Ihose gates and wail for

Ihem 10 move. He had to exercise the
power Ihal God had given him. And we
must also exert effon in Ihe expulsion of
sin from the soul.

UThere must be an earnest efforl to
conquer Ihrough Ihe grace freely given
of God." Review and Herald, vol. 3, 14

"The pleasing fable thaI all there is to
do is 10 believe, has destroyed Ihousands
and lens of thousands, because many
have called that faith which is nOI failh,
bUI simply a dogma. Man is an intel-
ligent, accounlable being; he is nollo be
carried as a passive burden by Ihe Lord,
but is to work in harmony with Christ.
Man is 10 take up his appointed work in
striving for glory, honor, and immortal-
ilY. God calls upon men for Ihe use of
every talent He has lent them, the exer-
cise of every JXlwer He has given; for
man can never be saved in disobedience
and indolence." Ibid., vol. 2, 381

uDivine help is to be combined with
human effort, aspiralion, and energy. But
we cannol reach the balliements of heav-
en wilhout climbing for ourselves....
NO! even divine power can lift one soul 10
heaven Ihal is unwilling 10 put forth ef-
(arts in his own behalf." SigllS of the
Times, vol. 1,454-455

"God will work for His children, bUI
nOI wilhout Iheir co-operalion. The)
mUSI have indomilable energy." Review
ond Herald, vol. 2, 383

uGod will never deliver those who
will nOI slrive 10 free Ihemselves [from
lemptalion]." Signs of the Times, vol. 1,
499

The counsel is clear. We must over-
come as Jesus <lid, firsl by uniting our
weakness to His strength, our human
frailties to His divine omnipotence, our
nature to His, and Ihen, thus empowered,
we mUSI overcome sin by refusing 10 do
evil and choosing to do right.

"If by the Spiril you PUI to dealh Ihe
deeds of Ihe body, you will live." Ro-
mans 8:13

But this work requires the crucifix-
ion of self, nOI pleasing 10 the natural
heart. It will not make for a large, popu-
lar church. Ifwe want 10 have a pleasing
doctrine thaI will gain more adherents,
preach viclory through Jesus, call il
"righleousness by faith," bUI teach Ihat
Jesus will do the overcoming for us.

3) Lead People to Worship the System

In all ages, worshiping Ihe system
has worked effeclively. Gel people to
transfer their allegiance from the Creator



"Cease ye from man." The Lord has a
controversy with His people over this matter.
... Just as soon as man is placed where God
should be, he loses his purity, his vigor, his
confidence in God's power

to the created. In ages past men wor-
shiped the works o[ creation in the sun,
moon, and stars, all in the name of re-
ligion.

But in the New lestament era Salan
has found somelhing new-the church.
Throughout the Dark Ages, the idol and
opiate o[ mankind was the church.
People looked to the church to interpret
the Scriptures, to set guidelines [or their
daily lives, and 10 [ulfill the vacuum ex-
isting in the heart o[ every man and
woman. They worked and sacrificed for
the church. God was their [alher, butlhe
church became their mOlher, and their
final allegiance was to their mother.

Do we have Ihe same danger? In La-
odicea Jesus is pictured as standing out-
side the door, while the church within
conti.nues to function as though it needs
nothing. The church has replaced Jesus.

Do we need Ihe church? Yes, just as
we need the sun, moon, and stars. But
the church must never take the place of
God. There must never be a creed to take
the place o[ Ihe Bible. There must never
be a system to take the place o[ personal
obedience. There must never be an offi-
cial interpretation to take the place of
personal conviction. This concern was
one o[ Ellen White's greal burdens [or
the church, especially [ollowing 1888.
"The Jewish nalion were nOi brought

suddenly into their condition o[ thought
and praclice. From generation 10 genera-
tion they were working on false theories,
carrying out principles opposed to the
truth, and combining wilh their religion
thoughts and plans thai were the product
of human minds. Human inventions were
made supreme.... Let no plans or
melhods be adopled in any ofour institu-
tions that will bind mind or talenl under
the control o[ human judgment. ... The
high-handed power that has been
developed, as though position has made
men gods, makes me afraid, and oughl to
cause fear. It is a curse wherever and by
whomsoever it is exercised. ... We are
not to bargain away our stewardship."
Testimonies to Ministers, 359-361

Ellen White's great fear following
1888 was that we would do as did the
Jewish nalion in putting the system
where God should be. She Iherefore
warned: "Battle Creek is nOI to be the
center o[ God's work. God alone can fill
this place. When our people in the
different places have their special con-
vocations, teach them, for Christ's sake
and for their own soul's sake, not to
make nesh their arm.... To place men

where God should be placed docs not
honor or glorify God. Is the presidem o[
the General Conference to be the god o[
the people? .. When the Lord shall
work upon human hearts and human in-
tellecls, principles and practices differ-
ent from this will be set before the
people. 'Cease ye [rom man.' The Lord
has a controversy with His people over
this matter. ... Just as soon as man is
placed where God should be, he loses his
purity, his vigor, his confidence in God's
power." Ibid., 375-376

She counseled us to teach OUf
people, in all their important convoca-
tions, not to put confidence in human
leaders, but in God. "OUf churches arc
weak because the members are educaled
to look to and depend upon human re-
sources." Ibid., 380. "For many years an
education has been given to the people
which places God second, and man first.
The people have been taught that every-
thing must be brought before the council
ofa few men in Battle Creek." Ibid., 325.
«Men have assumed authority, bUl Lhe
people should not depend upon poor,
finiLe, erring men.... The Lord alone is
to be exalted." Ibid., 319-320

But it is easy to turn our power o[
thoughl over to a commillcc. And it is
easy to work for something more tan-
gible than God. Moreover, it seems so
much more rewarding to work for man
than [or God. We can climb the system
of human organization, but we cannOI
climb into prominence in God's vine-
yard. He said, "Whoever desires to be
first among you, let him be your slave-
just as the Son o[ Man did not come to
be served, but 10 serve, and to give His
hfe a ransom [or many." Matthew
20:27-28

Organizational worship and service
is easier, more pleasing, and more re-
warding to the carnal heart than doing all
[or the Master. It is particularly decep-
tive because God has ordained organiza-
tion. God is nOI leading discordant ele-

mems imo the kingdom, but a well-dis-
ciplined army. But when we give alle-
giance to the army instead of to the
King, then organization becomes a curse
instead of a blessing. Because of Ihis
problem, organization in the New Testa-
ment was kept very simple and unas-
suming. There was enough organization
to propel the ehurch into all the world,
united by the cords o[ love [or God and
humbleness o[ service to mankind. All
were servants of the One who had given
His life for them. All were students o[

the Word. All were looked upon as
brelhren. As Jesus said, ye are
brethren" Matthew 23:8, KJV

Thus, though this list does not claim
La be exhaustive, there are three leading
ways, all equally successful, o[ making
the church popular and Laodicean:

Preach Jesus, but do not require per-
[cct obedience.
lell people to wait [or Jesus to over-

come their sins (or them.
Lead people to worship the system. Ii!!

1 All Scripture texIS, unless otherwise noted, Me
from the NKJV

A person might as well ex-
pect a harvest where he has
never sown, or knowledge
where he has never sought
for it, as to expect to be

saved in indolence. An idler
and a sluggard will never
make a success in breaking
down pride and overcoming
the power of templation to
sinful indulgences which
keep him from his Saviour.
Testimonies, vol. 4, 286
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Called to
Preach

WHEN I WAS about twelve years
old, my father brought home a

cute little puppy to replace our old faith-
ful watchdog. As time passed, and our
Bronx neighborhood became more and
more crime filled, his .importance as a
watchdog grew.

One evening my brother noticed
what he thought to be a shadow pass by
the doorway in the back bedroom. We
went to look and saw the back door of
the house standing wide open. Someone
had been in our house. This man had
come right into our home without our
knowing it, and our dog had not barked
to warn us of the danger! What goodwas
such a watchdog? Needless to say, that
dog did not stay long but was replaced
by a faithful watchdog.

In Isaiah 56, the Lord sent a strong
message to the leaders in Israel. They
had become complacent and "Shep-
herds that cannot understand." Verse
11. Instead of sounding a warning to
the nation of their spiritUal danger,
they said in their hearts, "Come ye, say
they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill
ourselves with strong drink; and to
morrow shall be as this day, and much
more abundant." Verse 12. The God of
heaven had these words to say about
them:
"His watchmen are blind: they are all

ignorant; they are all dumb dogs, they
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cannot bark; sleeping, lying down,
loving to slumber." Verse 10; emphasis
in all quotations supplied

How full of import are these words
to the people of God today and the min-
isters the Lord has appointed to lead His
people! The pen of inspiration has told
us:
"The class who do not feel grieved

over their own spiritual declension, nor
mourn over the sins ofothers, will be left
without the seal of God. The Lord com-
missions His messengers, the men with
slaughtering weapons in their hands:
'Go ye after him through the city, and
smite: let not your eye spare, neither
have ye pity: slay utterly old and young,
both maids, and little children, and
women: but come not near any man
upon whom is the mark; and begin at my
sanctuary. Then they began at the an-
cient men which were before the house.'
Ezekiel 9:5-6. Here we see that the
church-the Lord's sanctuary-was the
first to feel the stroke of the wrath of
God. The ancient men, those to whom
God had given great light and who had
stood as guardians of the spiritual inter-
ests of the people, had betrayed their
trust. ... Thus 'peace and safety' is the
cry from men who will never again lift
up their voice like a trumpet to show
God's people their transgressions and
the house of Jacob their sins. These

Tony Cirigliano

dumb dogs that would not bark are the
ones who feel the just vengeance of an
offended God." Testimonies, vol. 5, 211

One of the devil's greatest decep-
tions to the ministers and leaders of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church is the
New Theology concept that preaching
Christ and Him crucified somehow
means downplaying the law ofGod, and
they stifle the voice of rebuke. As a re-
sult, spiritual declension is growing in
the churches, and biblical and Spirit of
Prophecy-supported standards and con-
victions are being ignored.

Surely all sermons must be Christ-
centered, and all ministers would do well
to heed the following counsel:

"In every discourse, whether it is
doctrinal or not, we want that Jesus
Christ should be presented distinctly, as
John declared, 'Behold the Lamb of
God, that taketh away the sins of the
world.' " Evanl(e/ism, 299

"In order to be rightly understood
and appreciated, every truth in the Word
ofGod, from Genesis to Revelation must
be studied in the light that streams from
the cross of Calvary." Ibid., 190

But this counsel does not mean that
ministers become as Eli and fail to re-
provesin:

"Eli was gentle, loving, and kind, and
had a true interest in the service of God
and the prosperity of His cause. He was
a man who had power in prayer. He
never rose up in rebellion against the
words of God. But he was wanting; he
did not have firmness of character to re-
prove sin and execute justice against the
sinner so that God could depend upon
him to keep Israel pure.... He did not
add to his faith the courage and power to
say No at the right time and in the right
place. Sin is sin; righteousness is right-
eousness. The trumpet note of warning
must be sounded. We are living in a fear-
fully wicked age. The worship of God
will become corrupted uniess there are
wide-awake men at every post of duty. It
is no time now for any to be absorbed in
selfish ease. Not one of the words which
God has spoken must be allowed to fall
to the ground." Testimonies, vol. 4, 517
Not one word which God has spoken

must be allowed to fall to the ground. The

Tony Cirigliano is a Seventh-day Adventist
pastor currently shepherding two churches.



If our people were half awake, if they realized
the nearness of the events portrayed in the
Revelation, a reformation would be wrought in
our churches, and many more would believe
the message

trumpet of warning must be sounded to
those outside the church, and to those
within.
"Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy

voice like a trumpet and shew my people
their transgression, and the house of
Jacob their sins." Isaiah 58:1
"God calls upon all who nninister in

word and doctrine to give the trumpet a
certain sound. All who have received
Christ, nninisters and lay members, are to
arise and shine; for great peril is right
upon us. Satan is stirring up the powers
of earth. Everything in this world is in
confusion. God calls upon His people to
hold aloft the banner bearing the message
of the third angel." Gospel Workers, 395

We have been given present truth.
The trumpet must have a certain sound.
We have the three angels' messages to
proclaim to the world, and a message
also of preparation to the church. If in
the discourses delivered to the people sin
is not called by its right name, or stand-
ards are not upheld, or present truth is
not presented in its prophetic setting, the
church will not be kept pure, and its
members will not be prepared for what is
coming upon them. If in our churches
the people hear the same type of dis-
courses that can be heard in a Baptist, or
in a Lutheran, or in any other church,
how then is the trumpet being given a
certain sound? And what need then for
God to have raised up the remnant
church?

As Seventh-day Adventists, we have
been given a special message being pro-
claimed by no other people on the face
of the earth. We have the greatest light
ever entrusted to mankind. We have the
accumulated knowledge of the Word of
God that has been line upon line and pre-
cept upon precept gathered through the
centuries for the church of God. Also, as
Seventh-day Adventists, we have been
given 25 nnillion words of special testi-
mony to prepare us for the greatest mo-
ment in earth's history. What are we
doing with it? It is no time to preach life-
less sermons.
"The smooth sermons so often

preached make no lasting impression;
the trumpet does not give a certain
sound. Men are not cut to the heart by
the plain, sharp truths of God's Word."
Prophets and Kings, 140

The Lord's messenger asks this
question on page 141 of the same vol-
ume:
"When will the voice of faithful re-

buke be heard once more in the church?"

We are told that nninisters are to
((show by their manners, by their acts
and words, and by their preaching and
praying that they believe that Christ is at
the door. Men and women are in the last
hours of probation, and yet are careless
and stupid, and ministers have no power
to arouse them; they are asleep them-
selves. Sleeping preachers preaching to
a sleeping people!" Testimonies, vol. 2,
337

Another vital area nninisters need to
give attention to is prophecy. The great
prophecies are to be understood, not
only by those outside the church, but
also by our people, so that they can un-
derstand where the church is in history.
After I had preached a message on the
mark of the beast in one ofour churches,
a church member said to me, "1 have
been a member of the Adventist Church
for ten years, and I have never heard a
sermon like that." I was amazed. The
message had aroused her to the impor-
tance of the truths we hold and had re-
vived and excited her. What had she
been hearing for those ten years? Many
pastors never give sermons on proph-
ecy, or they feel that it is the work of the
public evangelists. Yet we are plainly
told:

"Let not the solemn scenes which
prophecy has revealed be left un-
touched. If our people were half awake,
if they realized the nearness of the events
portrayed in the Revelation, a reforma-
tion would be wrought in our churches,
and many more would believe the mes-
sage." Testimonies to Ministers, 118

Who will sound the warning about
the beast and his mark, about the false
sabbath, about the image to the beast,
about this country speaking like a
dragon, about the need for Laodicea to
wake up, about the work carried on in
the sanctuary in heaven by our High
Priest, about the need for the church to
be without spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing, if the nninisters don't preach it?

"Let us keep our souls in the love of
God. The note ofwanning must be given.
The truth must not languish upon our
lips. We must rouse people to immediate
preparation, for we little know what is
before us." Evangelism, 217
"The trumpet must give a certain

sound, for we are in the great day of the
Lord's preparation." Letter 55, 1886, as
found in ibid., 218

As goes the preacher, so go the
people. There will be some in the church
who will be offended by straight preach-
ing, for the world-loving mind will al-
ways prefer to hear smooth things. The
people in Isaiah's time said:
"Prophesy not unto us right things,

speak unto us smooth things, prophesy
deceits." Isaiah 30:10

Ministers of God must not heed or
cater to the desires of the carnal mind.
Paul said to the people, "I have not
shunned to declare unto you all the
counsel of God."Acts 20:27. He spoke
all the truth the church of his day needed
to hear. The Lord said to Jeremiah:
"Thou therefore gird up thy loins,

and arise, and speak unto them all that I
command thee: be not dismayed at their
faces, lest I confound thee before them."
Jerenniah 1:17

The ministers are God's watchmen
standing on the walls of Zion, looking
for the enemy's approach. When they
see the enemy conning they are to sound
the alarm. The people of God are asleep.
The enemy is fast approaching. Minis-
ters are not to give up the watch now.
"Some who occupy the position of

watchmen to warn the people of danger
have given up their watch and recline at
ease. They are unfaithful sentinels. They
remain inactive, while their wily foe en-
ters the fon and works successfully by
their side to tear down what God has
commanded to be built up. They see that
Satan is deceiving the inexperienced and
unsuspecting; yet they take it all quietly,
as though they had no special interest, as
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If you have found the Bread of life, then as one
enriched beggar, tell the other beggars where
they can get bread. Reproofs and warnings
coming from a humble-hearted, forgiven sinner
will not go unheeded

though these things did not concern
them. They apprehend no special
danger; they see no cause to raise an
alarm. To them everything seems to be
going well, and they see no necessity of
raising Ihe failhful trumpet notes of
warning which they hear borne by thc
plain teslimonies, 10 show the people
their transgressions and the house of
Israel their sins." Testimonies, vol. 2,
440

Paul's inslruction 10 Timothy was
uPrcach the word; be instant in season,
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort
with all longsuffering and doctrine."
2 Timothy 4:2

Ministers arc to reprove and rebuke
sin. They arc to do it in season, and oul
of season, even when it is unpopular to
do so. With hearts burning with the love
of God and concern for His flock, with
Calvary etched in the mind, the ministers
of God are to call for revival, to call for
confessing and forsaking of sin, to call
[or a life of holiness and 100al surrender
to the will of God. Preach .he Word!
Give rebukes as Jesus did, wilh "tears in
His voice,"(see The Desire ofAges, 353)
butdoil.

"Just as long as God has a church, He
will have .hose who will cry aloud and
spare not, who will be His instruments to
reprove selfishness and sins, and will not
shun to declare the whole counsel of
God, whether men will hear or forbear. I
saw that individuals would rise up
against the plain testimonies. It docs no'
suit their natural feelings. They would
choose to have smooth things spoken
unlO them, and have peace cried in their
cars. I view lhe church in a morc danger-
ous condition than they ever have been.
Experimental religion is known but by a
few. The shaking must soon take place
to purify the church.
"Preachers should have no scruples

to preach the truth as it is found in God's
Word. Le. the truth cuI. I have been
shown that why ministers have not more
success is, they are afraid of !turling
feelings, fearful of not being courteous,
and they lower the standard of truth,
and conceal if possible .he peculiarity of
our faith. I saw .hat God could nOl make
such successful." Spiritual Gifts, vol. 2,
284-285. The standards must not be
lowered. All the counsel of God is to be
preached, for Inspira'ion tells us that the
church is in more danger than ever
before. Ministers arc to preach the Word.
And from the Word ministers are to
preach the principles so clearly given in
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the Spirit of Prophecy. Declare all the
counsel ofGod. The shepherds arc to de-
clare unto the flock the dangers of these
last days. Ministers, remind your flocks
of the soon coming of the Lord. Tell
them thai "not one of us will ever receive
the seal of God while our characters
have one Spol or stain upon them." Tes-
timonies, vol. 5, 214. Tell them that
llamong those who are waiting for the
coming of the Lord, meat eating will
eventually be done away; flesh will
cease to form a part of their diet." Coun-
sels on Diet and Foods, 380-381. In
these days of moral lapse, when televi-

sian and videos are filled with inl1uences
that are soul-destroying, warn the flock
of God that if they arc not careful "they
will sce sights, hear sounds, and be sub-
jected to influences which arc demoral-
izing and which, unless they arc
thoroughly guarded, will imperceptibly
but surely corrupt the heart and deform
the character." The AdvemistlJome, 406

In this day many young people are
becoming involved in drugs, and are
subjected to evil influences in Ihe music
they so avidly listen to; many arc leaving
the church without understanding why
they fcel as they do. In loving concern
.cll them that ".hey have a keen car for
music, and Satan knows what organs to
excite to animate, engross, and charm
the mind so Ihat Christ is no. desired."
Ibid, 407. Let God's people know thai
usclf-denial in dress is a part of our
Christian dUly. To dress plainly, abstain-
ing from display of jewelry and orna-
ments of every kind, is in keeping wilh
our faith." Selected Messages, book 3,
245. At a time when many Seventh-day
Adven.ists are sending their children to
public schools, ministers must remind
the people that "evil associates arc teach-
ing the youth lessons of crime, dissipa-
tion, and licentiousness that are horrible
to contemplate. Many of our public
schools arc hotbeds of vice." Fun-
damentals of Christian Education, 99.

All these tru.hs are to be preached in the
light that streams from the cross of Cal-
vary, but they must be preached. If the
ministers fail to preach them, who will?
"Son of man, cause Jerusalem to

know her abominations." Ezekiel 16:2
HHc which convcrteth the sinner

from the error of his way shall save a
soul from dea'h, and shall hide a multi-
tude of sins." James 5:20

Oh, for .he approbation of God
ra.her .han the accolades of men! No
better words can ever be heard from the
Master than "Well done, thou good and
faithful servant." Matthew 25:21. The

Good Shepherd gave His life for Ihe
flock. He has entrusted it to the care of
the ministers and teachers of the
Seventh-day Adventis. Church. And the
Lord says to all undershepherds, "I will
require my flock at their hand." See
Ezekiel 34:10. In verse 5 of that chapter
the Lord says that His people became
prey because "there was no shepherd."
Satan is roaming about like a roaring
lion, and we arc told that he "docs not
venture to show himself openly, lest he
arouse the Christian's dormant energies
and send him to God in prayer." Tes-
timonies, vol. 5, 294

An enemy is sneaking in the back
door. It is no .ime to be dumb dogs, .hat
cannot bark. Bark out lhe warning! Blow
the in Zion! Lift up your voice!
The honest of heart will .hank you for the
warning. Jesus will empower you and
bless you as you proclaim it, nOI as
IIholier than thOU," but as a forgiven sin-
ner who has found the Messiah. As you
feed on the Word ofGod, you are to feed
the flock. Sec Ezekiel 34:2. If you have
found the Bread of life, then as one en-
riched beggar, tell the other beggars
where they can get bread. Reproofs and
wamings coming from a humble-hearted,
forgiven sinner will not go unheeded.
Preach it, brothers and sisters! !!iI



The Lord lays upon no man a message that will
discourage and dishearten the church. He
reproves, He rebukes, He chastens; but it is
only that He may restore and approve at last

Messages to Laodicea
conlinucd [rom II

the rite of baptism, you pledged your-
selves before God 10 remain dead to sin."
The Seventh-day Advelltist Bible Com-
memory, vol. 7, 908

The belief that we need not, indeed
cannot, overcome sin is self-fulfilling. It
is certain that we will never accomplish
something that we do not believe is
possible.

We must first recognize, then repent
ofand turn away from the ways of living
and Ihe ways of working which are con-
trary to God's directives. Then by faith
in God and Ihe counsels given through
His prophct and by the enabling power
or Chris! within we must put into action
the counsels of the Lord as to how to live
and work [or Him. This is a matter of
etemallife or death [or each of us.

HI am filled with sadness when I
think of our condition as a people. The
Lord has not closed heaven to us, but our
own course of continual backsliding has
separated us from God. Pride, covetous-
ness, and love of the world have lived in
the heart without [car of banishment or
condemnation. Grievous and presump-
tuous sins have dwelt among us." Tes-
timoll;es, vol. 5,217

An awareness of her true condition
should lead Laodicea in deep repentance
to weep betwcen the porch and the altar.
The message of the 'frue Witness offers no
commendation, and thus its stem rebuke
and chastening may be discouraging to
some. Discouragement, however, results
only if the solution offered is unappre-
ciated and unaccepted. "I counsel thee to
buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou
maycst be rich; and white raiment, that
thou mayest be clothed, and that the
shame of thy nakedness do not appear;
and anoint thine eyes with eycsa!ve, that
thou mayest see." Revelation 3:18

Christ offers us a solution for every
one of our deficiencies. "God rebukes
His people for their sins, that He may
humble them, and lead them to seek His
face. As they reform, and His love re-
vives in their hearts, His loving answers
will come to their requests. He will
strengthen them in reformatory action,
lifting up for them a standard against the
enemy. His rich blessing will rest upon
them, and in bright rays they will reflect
the light of heaven. Then a multitude not
of their faith, seeing that God is with His
,>Cople, will unite with them in serving
the Redeemer."Review andHerald, vol.
4,386

[f our committees and boards will
move to bring our institutions and
methods of labor into harmony with
God's counsel, this action will confinn
in the minds of laity that indeed obe-
dience to God in this life is not only
possible but it is also essential if we are
to be saved at last.

An example by leadership of a sur-
render of self to the authority of Christ

and an opening at the heart of His work to
His direction could start a chain reaction
of laity opening their hearts to Christ's
presence. Leadership cannot legislate,
but it can lead Laodicca into an ex-
perience of surrender to the authority of
Christ as Head of His church. That is the
purpose of the messages to Laodicea.

"It [the message] is designed to
arouse the people of God, to discover to
them their backslidings, and to lead to
zealous repentance, that they may be
favored with the presence of Jesus, and
be fitted for the loud cry of the third
angel." lestimonies vol. 1, 186

The message to Laodicca is designed
to awaken us to the absolute necessity of
putting away our human plans, methOds,
and ways (self-righteousness) and by
faith accepting and following Christ's
plans, methods, and ways (Christ'S
righteousness) in our personal and cor-
porate lives. Anything less is to fail to
experience righteousness (right-doing)
by the indwelling power of Christ. Any-
thing less is to fail to experience and
demonstrate to others true righteousness
by faith.

Let not Laodicea despair! "There is a
balm in Gilead." Acceptance of the mes-
sages to Laodicea may be humiliating, it
may be painful to human pride. It may
be painful to have to admit that when we
thought everything was all right it was
really all wrong. But Christ "wounds
only that He may heal, not cause to per-
ish. The Lord lays upon no man a mes-
sage that will discourage and dishearten
the church. He reproves, He rebukes, He

chastens; but it is only that He may re-
store and approve at last." Testimonies to
Ministers, 23

Let not Laodicca be discouraged, for
the promise to the overcomer is to sit
with Christ on His throne. "To him that
ovcrcometh willI grant to sit with me in
my throne, even as I also overcame, and
am set down with my Father in his
throne." Revelation 3:21

But only those who let Christ reign
supreme on the throne of their lives will
reign with Him on His throne, life with-
out end. Let us accept these messages to
Laodicea with joy and assurance that
Christ's kingdom cannot be far hence
once He finds a contrite and submitted
people. Let us gladly exchange our self-
willed ways of working and living for
Christ's ways. Let us die to self, open
the door to Christ and let Him come in
and direct and guide His work and His
people. Let Christ help us to put off the
old man and put on the new. With Christ
in our lives we will be living demonstra-
tions of Christ'S power over sin. With
Christ. in our lives we will be able to ful-
fill Paul's desire for the saints to make
known among the Gentiles the mystery
of the gospel "which is Christ in you the
hope of glory,"

A repentant, surrendered, cleansed
and Christ-filled Laodicea would soon
receive the latter rain and give the loud
cry. The work would be cut short in
righteousness (right-doing) and Jesus
would soon come. What an overpower-
ing opportunity and responsibility for
present-day Laodicea! To believe that
Christ in us ean indeed make of us His
remnant people, His final generation!
No higher calling has man yet received.
Let us purpose in our individual lives
and in our work for Christ that these
messages to Laodicea will not have been
in vain. II
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FURTHER EXPLORATION of the
sancluary doctrine of the New The-

ology reveals the tragic poverty of its
biblical foundations. Proponents deny
evcry biblical principle of this great mes-
sage.
I. There Is a Literal Heavenly

Sanctuary. As time has passed, the re-
jection of the sanctuary message by
those wedded to the New Theology has
become more apparent. Colin will never
forget Ihe first indications of this rejec-
lion. The year was 1962. He was dialog-
ing with Dr. Desmond Ford. As the doc-
trine of the sanctuary message was dis-
cussed, Colin indicated that he believed
in a literal sanctuary in heaven. Dr. Ford
in surprise replied, "You don't believe in
a literal sancluary in heaven, do you?"
Colin responded, "I most certainly do."
In response to this affirmation, Dr. Ford
offered a diversionary question. "Which
is more important, the ministry or the
geography?" This queslion has been
asked many times since.

Although Colin was quite surprised
at Dr. Fond's position, he in no wise en-
visaged the way this "small" departure
from truth was to eventually influence
Dr. Ford's whole sanctuary theology. At
this point Dr. Fond slrongly affirmed his
belief in the heavenly sanctuary ministry
of Jesus Christ and the truths related to

the events of 1844.' From this ex-
perience we learned more fully than ever
that one departure from truth begins a
journey the end of which leads to rejec-
tion of all truth. It is never safe to reject
any portion of God's Word.

Indisputably the SCriptures confirm
the truth that there is a real sanctuary in
hcaven. Some have asked questions such
as, "How can you put Christ into a box?"
The implication of such a question is that
it is impossible to confine God in a little
sanctuary or temple. We agrce God can-
not be contained, not even in a gigantic
sanctuary. It is important, however, to
recognize the significant differences be-
Iween the heavenly sanctuary and the
earthly. There is no question that the
heavenly sanctuary is not made with the
same materials as was the earthly sanctu-
ary. Animal skins which were used in the
construction of the tabernacle on earth
most certainly have no place in the
heavenly counterpart. It is also essential
to recognize that the heavenly sanctuary
is of vast proportions. So vast indeed is it
that billions of angels serve there.

fiery stream issued and came forth
from before him: thousand thousands
ministered unto him, and ten thousand
times ten thousand stood before him: the
judgment was set, and Ihe books were
opened." Daniel 7:10

'j\nd I beheld, and I heard Ihe voice
of many angels round about the throne
and the beasts and the elders: and Ihe
number of them was tcn thousand times
ten thousand, and thousands of thou-
sands." Revelation 5:11

Yet the earthly sanctuary was most
assuredly a pattern of that heavenly
sanctuary. to all that I shew
thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle,
and the pattern of all the instruments
thereof, even so shall ye make it." Ex-
odus 25:9

minister of the sanctuary, and of
the true tabernacle, which the Lord
pilched, and not man. For every high
priest is ordained to offer giflS and sacri-
fices: wherefore it is of neeessity that this
man have somewhat also to offer. ...
who serve unto the example and shadow
of heavenly things, as Moses was ad-
monished of God when he was about to
make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he,
that thou make all things according to the
pattern shewed 10 thee in the mount."
Hebrews 8:2-3, 5, emphasis added
'j\nd the temple of God was opened

in heaven, and there was seen in his

Colin and Russell Standish sen'e as presi
dent ofHartland Institute and medical direc-
tor Of Penang Adventist Hospital, respec-
tively.

Colin D. Standish and Russell R. Standish=====:1
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In a very real sense the entire universe has been
polluted by sin, necessitating a plan of
redemption of cosmic proportions

temple the ark o[ his testament." Revela-
tion 11:19

These texts leave nOl a shadow of
ioubt thallhcrc is a real and actual sanc-
lUary in heaven. The problem is that
when we move one step away from re-
vealed scriptural truth, we are in Salan's
territory. Although Colin did not foresee
it, Dr. Ford's denial of the reality of the
heavenly sanctuary was the basis upon
which today we have the denial of the
ministry as well as of the geography of
the heavenly sanctuary.

Dr. Ford sought to support his con-
tention from the book of Hebrews:

"For Christ is not entered into the
holy places made with hands, which are
the figures of the true; but into heaven it-
self, now to appear in the presence of
God for us." Hebrews 9:24

It will be secn, however, that in no
wise does this verse deny the existence
of a heavenly sanctuary. Indeed, He-
brews 9:23 confirms its reality:

"It was therefore necessary that the
pallcms of things in the heavens should
be purified with these; but the heavenly
things themselves with better sacrifices
than these." Hebrews 9:23, emphasis
added.

Paul here emphasizes the fact that
did not enter a man-made sanctu-

dry, as was the one on earth, but thaI His
ministry is now being fulfilled in the
sanctuary created by God.

2. Hebrews Chapter 9 Supports
the Seventh-day Adventist Sanctuary
Concepts.2 There is no evidence that
Christ entered the Most Holy Place upon
His ascension. One of the key errors of
the New Theology is the contention that
immediately upon His ascension Christ
began His Most Holy Place ministry in
heaven. This assertion is almost exclu-
sively predicated upon Paul's statement
in Hebrews 9:12. In the King James Ver-
sion of Scripture it reads as follows:

"Neither by thc blood of goats and
calves, but by his own blood he entered
in once into the holy place, having ob-
tained elernal redemption [or us." He-
brews 9:12

However, in some modern transla-
tions, such as the New International Ver-
sion and the New King James Version,
holy place is mistranslated most holy
place.

"He did nOl enter by means of the
blood of goats and calves; but he entered
.le Most Holy Place once for all by his
own blood, having obtained eternal re-
demption." Hebrews 9:12, NIV

The question then remains, Is the
translation (most holy place' an accurate
translation of the Greek? The answer is a
resounding No.

The key to this problem lies in the un-
derstanding of the Greek word to hagin.
Grammatically, the definite article to ad-
mi IS ofonly one possibili ty; the construc-
tion here used is neuter plural, literally
'holy places.' This term of course em-
braces the sanctuary as a whole.

Many Bibles, including the King
James Version, have translated this word
variously-sanctuary, holy place, most
holy place, and by other words which are
synonyms of these three terms. In He-
brews 9:12, however, there is no logical
nor contextual basis to translate ta hagia
as 'most holy place.' In the only passage
in the book of Hebrews in which Paul
definitcly refers to the Most Holy Place
he does not use the form to hagia, but
hagia hagitm (literally, holy of holies).

''And after the second veil, the taber-
nacle which is called the Holiest of0/1."
Hebrews 9:3, emphasis added

Thus when Paul wanted to specify the
Most Holy Place he used this compound
term, hagia hagitm. Therefore it would
be logical that if Paul was again to refer to
the Most Holy Place he would have used
the same compound words; but he never
does. The only valid translations of to
hagia in Hebrews would be <sanctuary'

or 'holy places.' Many translations con-
sistently use sanctuary. Among these are
the New English Bible and the Jerusalem
Bible.

If the proponents of the New The-
ology were right in their claim that Christ
began His ministry in the Most Holy
Place in A.D. 31, then our understanding
of the significance of the date 1844
would be a myth and the Seventh-day
Adventist Church would have no reason
for its existence. But Hebrews 9:12,
when correctly translated, provides no
basis whatsoever [or the claims put forth
in their theory. This passage is not even

addressing the matter ofChrist's ministty
in the Most Holy Place. It is rather ad-
dressing the overall ministry of the High
Priest in heaven, comparing His ministty
with that o[ the high priest on earth.

3. The Heavenly Sanctuary Is Pol-
luted by Man's Sins. Some proponents
of the New Theology have strongly ob-
jected to the concept that has been
taught by the Seventh-day Adventist
Church, which asserts that the heavenly
sanctuary is polluted by man's sins. In
this argumenlthey ask how it can be that
a perfect heaven can be polluted by the
sins of humanity. In so questioning they
have sought to deny the reality of the in-
vestigative judgment and the cleansing
of the heavenly sanctuary as indicated in
a study of Daniel 8:14. This argument is
surprising, indicating lillie depth of
scriptural understanding. Long before
there was sin on this planet, or indeed
this planet was created, there was pollu-
tion by sin in heaven. When Lucifer re-
belled against God he and ultimately a
third of the angels were cast out because
they had polluted heaven by their sins. In
a very real sense the enlire universe has
been polluted by sin, necessitating a plan
of redemption of cosmic proportions.

Referring now to the heavenly sanc-
tuary, Paul confirms that there is pollu-
lion in Ihe heavenly sanctuary as a result
of man's sin:

"It was therefore necessary that the
patterns of things in the heavens should
be purified with these; but the heavenly
things themselves with beltcr sacrifices
than these." Hebrews 9:23

The powerful message of the cleans-
ing of Ihe heavenly sanctuary as under-
stood by Seventh-day Adventists is
indeed consistent with biblicalleachings.

4. Daniel 8:14 Is Properly Linked
With Leviticus 16:30.' The teachers of
the New Theology have long challenged
the linking ofLeviticus 16:30 with Daniel
8:14. They have argued in a manner per-
suasive to many superficial students of the
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The test of investigation fully supports the
linking of the cleansing of the Day of
Atonement in the typical services with the
antitypical cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary
by Jesus Christ as outlined by Daniel

Word that the pioneers of the Seventh-day
Adventist message were theologically na-
ive. These pioneers, they assert, failed to
rcalize that the word translated 'cleansed'
in Daniel 8:14 is the Hebrewword nisdaq,
whereas the Hebrew word used for
'cleanse' in Leviticus 16:30 is talter. Ob-
viously these are two entirely different
words. Further, it has been pointed out
that nisdaq has more commonly been
translated as 'restored,' 'justified' or're-
consecrated' by modern translators.
Therefore, it is argued, there is no justifi-
cation for linking Daniel 8:14 with Levit-
icus 16:30. But this argument cannot
stand up in the light of close investigation.

We must not forget that 800 or 900
years passed between the Writing of the
books of Leviticus and Daniel. One was
written in the Sinai desert, the other in
Babylon. We do not question the rea-
sonableness of the modem translations of
nisdaq. As noted, some translations have
used words other than 'cleansed' or 'pur-
itice1.· Nevertheless, it is a significant ob-
servation that the rabbis who translated
the Septuagint used the Greek word for
'cleansed' in their translation, thus indi-
cating their understanding of the meaning
of nisdaq. 11,e scholarship of these men
cannot be ignored lightly.

Some proponents of the New The-
ology have defended their position by
suggesting that the translators of the
Septuagint were influenced by the
desecration of the Jewish 1l:mple by An-
tiochus Epiphanes in the second century
B.C., but there is no evidence 10 validate
this conclusion. This is pure speculation
conveniently proposed to support a false
position. Unquestionably the Hebrew
scholars of the second century B.C.
equated nisdaq with 'cleansed.'

An understanding of Hebrew poetry
is most helpful in elucidating the use of
nisdaq in Daniel 8:14. While the word
nisdaq is not used elsewhere in Scrip-
lurc, it is a derivative [rom the Toot word
sadaq which occurs a number of times
in the Old Testament. It is fascinating to
discover that talter is used in poetic par-
allelism with sadaq. Hebrew poetic
structure repeats the same thought in
different words. This form of parallelism
is the central element of Hebrew poetry.
Examples of this poetic form follow:

"Blessed is he whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered." Psalm
32:1

"I acknowledged my sin unto thee,
and mine iniquity have I nal hid." Psalm
32:5
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"I will instruct thee and teach thee in
the way which thou shalt go; I will guide
thee with mine eye." Psalm 32:8
"l will bless the Lord at all times: his

praise shall continually be in my
mouth." Psalm 34:1
"0 magnify the Lord with me, and

let us exalt his name together." Psalm
34:3

None of these verses use sadaq or
talter. But four passages of poetry do.ln

each instance the Hebrew word from
which the English word is trartslated is
indicated in parenthesis:

"Shall mortal man be more just
(sadaq) than God? shall a man be more
pure (talter) than his maker?"' Job 4:17
"The righteous (sadaq) also shall

hold on his way, and he that hath clean
(taher) hands shall be stronger and
stronger." Job 17:9

"The fear of the Lord is clean
(talier), enduring forever; the judgments
of the Lord arc true and righteous
(sadaq) altogether." Psalm 19:9

''All things come alike to all; there is
one event to the righteous (sadaq), and
to the wicked; to the good and to the
clean (talier), and to the unclean." Eccle-
siastes 9:2

The fact that the word nisdaq was
used by Daniel and talier by Moses 10
express a similar meaning should nOl
surprise us.

The pioneers of the Seventh-d.1Y Ad-
ventist Church may have been theologi-
cally naive, but they certainly were not
biblically naive. The test of investigation
fully supports the linking of the clearts-
ing of the Day of Atonement in the typi-
cal services with the anti typical cleans-
ing of the heavenly sanctuary by Jesus
Christ as outlined by Daniel.

5. The Year 1844 Has Great Bibli·
cal Significance. Much doubt has been
cast by New Theology proponents upon
the validity of the 2300-day prophecy.
Some question the day-year principle,
though it was clearly established in pro-

phetic understanding long before the
emergence of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. We do not here intend to go into
this issue.

Second, some question the date 45-,
B.C. as the commencement of the 2300-
day prophecy. But in the light of Scrip-
ture there cannot be another decree lhan
the cumulative decrees of Darius, Cyrus
and Artaxerxes. The prophet Ezra treats
the three as a single decree:

''l>.nd the builders of the Jews builded,
and they prospered through the prophesy-
ing of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah
the son of lddo. And they builded, and
finished it, according to the command-
ment of the God of lsrael, and according
10 the commandment of Cyrus, and Da-
rius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia." Ezr
6:14. There is no question that the decree
of Artaxerxes was made in 457 B.C., in the
seventh ycar of the reign of King Artax-
erxes, an established historical date. The
23OO-day prophccy assuredly finds its ful-
fillment in the year 1844.

6. The 2300 Evening and Mornings
of Daniel 8: 14 Cannot Be 2300 Sacd·
fiees. This major issue that has been
raised by some. They believe Ihat it is im-
possible to trdDSlate Daniel 8:14 as 2300
days. Literally the Hebrew states, '2300
evening morning.' These opponents of
truth have Slated that the 2300 evenings
and mornings relate to the sacrifices
which were aITered twice daily in the
Jewish sanctuary. From this fact they
conclude that the expression 2300 even-
ings and mornings refers 10 a period of
half the 2300 days, or 1150 days. Indeed
there have been a few translations that
have translated these evenings and morn-
ings as 1150 days. The issue is, however,
very simple. Days in Scripture are re-
ferred to as evenings and mornings:

"And God saw the light, that it was
good: and God divided the light from thr
darkness ... and the evening and It,
morning were the first day." Genesis
1:4-5



Whenever the daily sacrifices are re-
ferred to, however, the terms come in
reverse order; they arc called the morn-
;ng and evening sacrifices:
"Behold, I build an house to the name

of the Lord my God, to dedicate it to him,
and to bum before him sweet incense, and
for the oontinual shewbrcad, and for the
burnt offerings morning and el'ening."
2 Chronicles 2:4, emphasis added

"To offer burnt offerings unto the
Lord upon the altar of the burnt offering
continually morning and evening, and to
do according to all that is written in the
law of the Lord, which he commanded
Israel." 1 Chronicles 16:40, emphasis
added
"He appointed also the king's por-

tion of his substance for the burnt offer-
ings, to wit, for the morning and eve-
ning burnt offerings, and the burnt offer-
ings for the sabbaths, and for the new
moons, and (or the set [casts, as it is writ-
ten in the law of the Lord." 2 Chronicles
31:3, emphasis added
''And they set the altar upon his

bases; for fear was upon them because of

the people of those countries: and they
offered burnt offerings thereon unto the
Lord, even burnt offerings morning and
evening." Ezra 3:3, emphasis added

The 2300 evenings and mornings of
Daniel 8:14 must therefore properly be
translated 2300 days. In recent years a
Seventh-day Adventist pastor success-
fully used this argument to convince
Italian biblical scholars who were pre-
paring a modern translation of the Bible.
7. The Cross With the Sanctuary

Ministry ofChrist Is the Center ofOur
Hope. Some opponents claim that
Sevcnth-day Adventists put the sanctuary
message ahead ofChris\. Others have said
that thc sanctuary message diminishes the
centrality to man's salvation of the cross
of Chris\. Neither of these arguments is
biblical. Christ is the center of the sanctu-
ary message. He i our heavenly High
Pries\. He is our Advocate, our Interces-
sor, our Mediator and our Judge.

Properly understood and presented,
the centrality of Jesus and the salvation
of the cross arc beautifully enhanced and
illuminated by the sanctuary message.

Ccnainly the sanctuary message docs
not minimize the focal point of the cross,
for sacrifice is central to the sanctuary
message. Christ as our Sacrifice and
High Priest brings together in one great
unity His salvation aCIS for us.

It may be true that at times, unwit-
tingly, Seventh-day Adventists have been
so burdened to present this crucial sanctu-
ary message that they have not presented
it in the oontext of the cross o[Calvary or
the centrality of Jesus Chris\. It is im-
possible for this end-time message to be
presented adequately or winningly
without uplifting our blessed Saviour. The
glorious ooncept that Christ is everything
to us is central to an understanding of the
sanctuary message. II

IOn Oclobcr27, 1979, Dr. Ford in an :address 10
the Forum at Pacific Union College assertcd that
hc h:ld nOI bcliewd the sanc(u:lTY message for
30 yC:l.rs,

2 For a fuller discussion, see Adj.'en/ism Um..eiled
(Appendices A, Band C) by the same aUlhors,
published by Harl101nd Publica lions.

) For a fuller discussion, S'..-cAdl'c"rism Utwcilcd,

A Different Sort of School-
Intentionally

COUNTRY HAVEN ACADEMY will be accepting only 30 new students for
the 1989-90 school year-students sceking a serious Christian education. With
a balanced program of solid academics, meaningful work experience, whole-
some social interaction, and a strong spiritual atmosphere, our goal is to lrain a
quality group of Adventist young people who love the Lord above all else.

With increased staff, more course offerings, improved facilities, and much
more growth to come in the months ahead, COUNTRY HAVEN is on the verge
of exciting times. Ray Cornforth, currently with Oklahoma Academy, will be
joining our team this June as Administrator/Principal. Now is the prime opportunity for a young person to enjoy
the exciting and rewarding experience of seeing the dream of Christian education come to full fruition while
being privileged to be a part of it all.

At COUNTRY HAVEN wc strivc to follow God's plan of education as closely as possible because we know
God's plan changes young peoples' lives and goals. If you are rcally interested in a school where Christ and His
principles are first, last, and best, consider us.

For more information, write or call COUNTRY HAVEN ACADEMY, 510 Country Haven LDOp, Pasco, WA 99301
(509) 266-4422.
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The Controversy Continues
You may have heard of the conflict between good and evil all your life,

but there are millions who haven't.

What a difference it makes to understand
what goes on behind the complicated play and
counterplay ofworld events! Now there is an
easy way to spread the understanding of these
important issues.

Truth For Today, No.2, is now available. We
worked hard to fit into its thirty-two pages the
best panoramic sweep of the last six-thousand
years. Drawn entirely from Patriarchs and
Prophets, TheDesire ofAges, and The Great
Controversy, this magazine will open minds and
hearts to a completely different message from
what the world is used to hearing.

But we knew, even beforewe began, that
thirty-two pages wouldn't be enough to cover the
whole story. And so we designed the magazine
as an overview, a lead-in to interest the reader in
fmding out more. And on the back cover we put
an offer for the three Ellen White books from
which the text is drawn.

That's the real objective-to lead the people
to search for truth themselves. But since the first
steps are often the hardest, we've dressed up this
issuewith an attractive full-color cover to draw
the readers inside.

We encourage you to order a quantity of these
to hand out to friends, relatives, neighbors, and
total strangers. Or ifyou prefer, you may arrange
for a bulk mailing to cover all or part of your
hometown.

Hope International
PO. Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328
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Truth For Today, No. 2, is available now for a suggested donation of
1-5 copies, 75¢each 6-25 copies, 50¢each 26 or more, 32¢each

Please call for information concerning bulk mailings.
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