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Editorial

SURELY WE HAVE come to the end
of all things. The evidence is all

around us. The peaee and safety cry is
here, and is voiced by our world's
leaders. Then sudden destruction will
come. See 1 Thessalonians 5:3

"The (time of trouble, such as never
was,' is Soon to open upon us; and we
shall need an experience which we do not
now possess, and which many are too in-
dolent to obtain. It is often the case that
trouble is greater in antieipation than in
reality; but this is not true of the crisis
before us. The most vivid presentation
cannot reach the magnitude of the ordeal.
ln that time of trial, every soul must stand
for himself before God. 'Though Noah,
Daniel, and Job' were in the land, 'as I
live, saith the Lord God, they shall
deliver neither son nor daughter; they
shall but deliver their own souls by their
righteousness.' Ezekiel 14:20

uNow, while our great High Priest is
making the atonement for us, we should
seck to become perfect in Chris\." The
Great Controversy, 622-623

Our minds cannot begin to compre-
hend what lies just before God's people
in the lillie time of trouble just before
probation closes. "Oh, that God's people
had a sense of the impending destruction
of thousands of cities, now almost given
to idolatry." Evangelism, 29

We read again of the perilous condi-
tions soon to be faced by our people:

"The world is a theater; the actors, its
inhabitants, arc preparing to act their
part in the last great drama. With the
great masses of mankind there is no
unity, except as men confederate to ac-
complish their selfish purposes. God is
looking on. His purpcses in regard to
His rebellious subjects will be fulfilled.
The world has not been given into the
hands of men, though God is permilling
the elements of confusion and disorder
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to bear sway for a season. A power from
beneath is working to bring about the
last great scenes in the drama-5atan
coming as Christ, and working with all
deceivableness of unrighteousness in
those who are binding themselves to-
gether in secret societies. Those who are
yielding to the passion for confederation
are working out the plans of the enemy.
The cause will be followed by the effect.

"Transgression has almost reached
its limit. Confusion fills the world, and a
great terror is soon to come upon human
beings. The end is very near. We who
know the truth should be preparing for
what is Soon to break upon the world as
an overwhelming surprise." Testimonies,
vol. 8, 27-28

So very few Seventh-day Adventists
are ready for these final events! Let us
never forgel that "to stand in defense of
truth and righteousness when the major-
ity forsake us, to fight the battles of the
Lord when champions are few-this
will be our test."lbid., vol. 5, 136

Now, before probation closes sud-
denly for God's people,let us review the
parable of Jesus in Luke 18:9-14.

he spake this parable unto cer-
tain which trusted in themselves that
they were righteous, and despised
others: two men went up into the temple
to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other
a publican. The Pharisee stood and
prayed thus with himself, God, I thank
thee, that I am not as other men are, ex-
tortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as
this publican. I fast twice in the week I
give tithes of all that I possess. And the
pUblican, standing afar off, would not
lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven,
but smote upon his breast, saying, God
be merciful to me a sinner. I tell you, this
man went down to his house justified
rather that the other: for everyone that
exalteth himself shall be abased; and he
that humbleth himself shall be exalted."

The Pharisee belonged to the true
church. He was very religious and by
man's standards a very good person. He
was faithful in church atlendancc and be-
lieved in God. He was faithful in tithes and
o(ferings. He treated his neighbors right,
paid his debts and was true to his wife.

The publican, on the other hand was
seemingly a spiritual dropout. He was
also a JewJ but an outcast, and was con-
sidered to have sold out to the Roman
conquerors. He collected taxes from the
Jews for the Romans. Many of the publi-
cans collected more taxes than were
levied by the government and pocketed
the difference. Most of them became rich
by means of this eX10rtion. The publican
had no good works to recommend him to
God. In his prayer he said nothing to
commend himself. He cried out, "God be
merciful to me a sinner." And Jesus
justified him and God treated him as if he
had never sinned in all his life because he
was so sorry for his sin that he wanted to
covenant with God, by the power of the
Holy Spirit to stop sinning. See Selected
Messages, book I, 366, 397; Steps to
Christ, 62; Romans 5:1; 1 Corinthians
10:12-13; 2 Corinthians 7:9-10

The Pharisee lost eternity because,
although his works appeared to be right,
his heart was not right.

Ellen White saw companies of Sev-
enth-day Adventists leaving the church
in the final crisis. Most of these will be
like the Pharisee, good people who have
done many good things, supported the
church, been faithful in tithes and offer-
ings, people proud of their church ex-
perience, but devoid of the sweet spirit
and humility of Jesus.

To such as these Jesus says:
UNot everyone that saith unto me,

Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom
of heaven; but he that docth the will of
my Father which is in heaven. Many will
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have
we not prophesied in thy name? and in
thy name have cast out devils? and in thy
name done many wonderful works? And
then will I profess unto them, I never
knew you: depart from me, ye that work
iniquity." Mallhcw 7:21-23

May God help us in this new year to
reach God's high standard of righteous-
ness by the Holy Spirit'S power. Let this
be the Pentecostal year for which the
church has prayed and preached for over
one hundred years.

RON SPEAR-EDITOR
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The Cleansing
ofthe

Sanctuary
T HE STUDY of the sanctuary mes-

sage is a long-neglected study
among the Seventh-day Adventist laity
and ministry. "D-day" is just before us.
Decision lime is now. Probation is soon
to close, and every Seventh-day Advent-
ist is to be jUdged in the sanctuary above.
But our High Priest is waiting for His
people to perfect their characters by the
power of the Holy Spirit.

God speaks to us through His last-
day prophet: "In the balances of the
sanctuary the Seventh-day Adventist
Church is to be weighed. She will be
judged by the privileges and advantages
that she has had. If her spiritual ex-
perience does not correspond to the
advantages that Christ, at infinite cost,
has bestowed on her, if the blessings
conferred have not qualified her to do
tile work entrusted 10 her, on her will be
pronounced the sentence: 'Found want-
ing.' By the light bestowed, the oppor-
tunities given, will she be judged." Tes-
timonies, vol. 8, 247

"The Jewish tabernacle was a type of
the Christian church.... The church on
earth, composed of those who are faith-
ful and loyal to God, is the 'true taber-
nacle,' whereof the Redeemer is the min-
ister. God, and not man, pitched this tab-
ernacle on a high, elevated platform."
The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Com-
mentary, vol. 7, 931

What is in the sanctuary message
that all of us must know to be ready for
the sealing angel? Read with me this se-
ries of quotations from Ellen White:

"Through Christ was to be fulfilled
the purpose of which the tabernacle was a
symbol-that glorious building, its walls
of glistening gold reflecting in rainbow
hues the curtains inwrought with cheru-
bim, the fragrance of ever-burning in-
cense pervading all, the priests robed in
spotless white, and in the deep mystery of
the inner place, above the mercy seat, be-
tween the figures of the bowed, worship-
ing angels, the glory of the Holiest. In all,
God desired His people to read His pur-
pose for the human soul. It was the same
purpose long afterward set fonh by the
apostle Paul, speaking by the Holy Spirit:

" 'Know ye not that ye are the temple
of God, and that the Spirit of God dwell-
eth in you? Ifany man deOie the temple of
God, him shall God destroy; for the tem-
ple of God is holy, which temple ye are.'
1 Corinthians 3:16-17." Education, 36

Every Seventh-day Adventist Chris-
tian knows that his body is the temple of
God. But we are only God's temple
when in full obedience to His holy law,
by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. By
the design and construction of the taber-
nacle, God was teaching the great lesson
of character perfection. The sanctuary of
Moses' day was a tent with walls of

gold-covered boards. The best craftsmen
of the church were called and instructed
how it was to be built. Every thread was
important. The colors were chosen of
God. All the furniture was symbOlic. The
daily service, the yearly rituals, the
yearly feasts all taught lessons of the
eternal value of character perfection.

"The Lord gave an important lesson
to His people in all ages when to Moses
on the mount He gave instruction re-
garding the building of the tabernacle. In
that work He required perfection in
every detail." In Heavenly Places, 154

"From eternal ages it was God's pur-
pose that every created being, from the
bright and holy seraph to man, should be
a temple for the the indwelling of the
Creator. Because of sin, humanity
ceased to be a temple for God. Darkened
and defiled by evil, the heart of man no
longer revealed the glory of the Divine
One. But by the incarnation of the Son
of God, the purpose of Heaven is ful-
filled. God dwells in humanity, and
through saving grace the heart of man
becomes again His temple. God de-
signed that the temple at Jerusalem
should be a continual witness to the high
destiny open to every soul. But the Jews
had not understood the significance of
the building they regarded with so much
pride. They did not yield themselves as
holy temples for the Divine Spirit. The

Ron Spear
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The Lord in His providence brings men where
He can test their moral powers and reveal their
motives of action, that they may improve what
is right in themselves and put away that which
IS wrong

courts of the temple at Jerusalem, filled
with the tumult of unholy traffic, repre-
sented all too truly the temple of the
heart, defiled by the presence of sensual
passion and unholy thoughts. In cleans-
ing the temple from the world's buyers
and sellers, Jesus announced His mission
to cleanse the heart from the defilement
ofsin-from the earthly desires, the self-
ish lusts, the evil habits, that corrupt the
soul. 'The Lord, whom ye seck, shall
sUddenly come to his temple, even the
messenger of the covenant, whom ye
delight in: behold, he shall come, saith
the Lord of hosts. But who may abide
the day of his coming? and who shall
stand when he appeareth? for he is like a
refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap: and
he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver: and he shall purify the sons of
Levi, and purge them as gold and silver.'
Malachi 3:1-3." The Desire ofAges, 161

Therefore when sins arc practiced in
the lire, tlte sou] ceases to be a temple for
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. But
God, incarnate in fallen human flesh,
made a way for fallen humanity to again
be God's dwelling place, His temple.
Through the ages of the ancient church
of the Old lOstament, the church was to
learn the lesson of salvation by the sym-
bols and the services of the sanctuary.
All of these pointed to the Messiah, the
incarnation of God, Jesus, the Lamb
slain from tile foundation of the world.
His perfect life and character were to be
taught, revealed by His priests and then
His people.

But tragically the ministry failed to
grasp the important significance of the
services in which they daily served, and
therefore the people and the church
failed to understand. The results arc re-
corded of their infamous acts and apos-
tasies. Their history was written for our
admonition upon whom the ends of the
world are come. "Now all these things
happened unto them for ensamples: and
they are wriltcn for our admonition,
upon whom the ends of the world are
come. Wherefore let him thatthinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall." 1 Cor-
inthians 10:11-12

"In the act of driving out the desecra-
tors from the temple at Jerusalem, Jesus
had announced Himself as the Mes-
siah-the One who should cleanse the
soul from the defilement of sin and make
His people a holy temple unto the Lord."
7hollghts From the MOllll/ ofBlessing, 2.
The cleansing of the temple in Jesus' day
was a symbol of the cleansing of the

church in every age to this day, but more
specific is its application for the last-day
church. "The time has come when every-
thing is to be shaken that can be shaken,
that those things which cannot be shaken
may remain. Every case is coming in re-
view before God; He is measuring the
temple and the worshipers therein." Tes-
timonies, vol. 7, 219

Yes, Jesus is our great High Priest.
"Seeing then that we have a great high
priest, thaI is passed into the heavens,
Jesus the Son ofGod, let us hold fast our
profession." Hebrews 4:14

Today, Jesus, in His priestly gar-
ments, is mediating for His people in the
Most Holy Place. His church, His pre-
cious metal, the gold of eternity, He
purifies by applying the fire of purifiC<1-
tion. "That the trial of your faith, being
much more precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with fire,
might be found unto praise and honour
and glory at the appearing of Jesus
Christ." 1 Peter 1:7. "For our light afflic-
tion, which is but for a moment, worketh
for us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory; while we look not at the
things which arc seen, but at the things
which arc not seen: for the things which
arc seen are temporal; but the things
which are not seen are eternal." 2 Cor-
inthians 4:17-18. He watches carefully
each soul that the fires of affliction and
temptation are not greater than His
people can bear. God speaks to us:

"Our heavenly Father sees the hearlS
of men, and He knows their characters
better than they themselves know them.
He sees that some have susceptibilities
and powers, whkh, directed in the right
channel, might be used to His glory to
aid in the advancement of His work. He
puts these persons on trial and in His
wise providence brings them into differ-
ent positions and under a variety of cir-
cumstances, testing them that they may
reveal what is in their heans and the
weak points in their characters which

have been concealed from their own
knowledge. He gives them opportunities
to correct these weaknesses, to polish off
the rough corners of their natures, and to
fit themselves for His service, that when
He calls them to action they will be
ready, and that angels of heaven may
unite their labor with human effort in the
work that must be done upon the earth.
To men whom God designs shall fill re-
sponsib]e positions, He in mercy reveals
their hidden defects, that they may look
within and examine critically the com-
plicated emotions and exercises of their

own hearts, and detect that which is
wrong; thus they may modify their dis-
positions and refine their manners. The
Lord in His providence brings men
where He can test their moral powers
and reveal their motives of action, that
they may improve what is right in them-
selves and put away that which is wrong.
God would have His servants become
acquainted with the moral machinery of
their own hearts. [0 order to bring this
about, He oflen permits the fire ofafflic-
tion to assail them that they may become
purified. 'But who may abide the day of
His coming? and who shall stand when
He appeareth? for He is like a refiner's
fire, and like fullers' soap: and He shall
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and
He shall purify the sons of Levi, and
purge them as gold and silver, thaI they
may offer unto the Lord an offering in
righteousness. '

"The purification of the people of
God cannot be accomplished without
their suffering. God permits the fires of
affliction to consume the dross, to sepa-
rate the worthless from the valuable, that
the pure metal may shine forth. He
passes us from one fire to another, test-
ing our true worth. If we cannot bear
these trials, what will we do in the time
of trouble? Ifprosperity or adversity dis-
cover falseness, pride, or seIrishness in
our hearts, what shall we do when God
tries every man's work as by fire, and
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He who has not sufficient faith in Christ to
believe that He can keep him from sinning, has
not the faith that will give him entrance into
the kingdom of God

lays bare the secrets of all hearts?" Tes-
timonies, vol. 4, 84-85

Again we read on page 89 of the
same volume:

"Christ offers to sell this precious
treasure to man: 'Buy of me gold tried in
the fire.' The dead, heartless perform-
ance of duty does not make us Chris-
tians. We must get out of a lukewarm
condition and experience a true conver-
sion, or we shall [ail of heaven.

"I was pointed to the providence of
God among His people and was shown
that every trial made by the refining, poo-

fying process upon professed Christians
proves some to be dross. The fine gold
does not always appear. In every religious
crisis some faU under temptation. The
shaking of God blows away multitudes
like dry leaves. Prosperity multiplies a
mass of professors. Adversity purges
them out of the church. As a class, their
spirits are not steadfast with God. They go
out from us because they are not of us; for
when tribulation or persecution arises be-
cause of the word, many are oITended."

Let us not forget that Christ cannot
finish His priestly work in the Most
Holy Place until He has a people who
understand and experience the cleansing
of their own souls from every sin.
(CChrist is cleansing the temple in heaven
from the sins of the people, and we must
work in harmony with Him upon the
earth, cleansing the soul temple from its
moral defilement." Review and Herald,
vol. 2, 365. Let us not forget we arc now
in the day of atonement. "The atonement
of Christ is not a mere skillful way to
have OUf sins pardoned; it is a divine
remedy for the cure of transgression and
the restoration of spiritual health. It is
the Heaven-ordained means by which
the righteousness of Christ may be not
only upon us, but in our hearts and
characters." The Seventlz.day Adventist
Bible Commentary, vol. 6, 1074

We have believed that the cleansing
of the sanctuary was ajudieial act ofGod
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only. We believe that someday God will
tell Christ to throw down His censer in
the Most Holy Place; then probation for
the human family will come to an end,
and the great controversy will be forever
ended. But what we have not been
willing to see is that before that moment,
God has to have a people on earth whose
soul temples are cleansed from all sin,
who have the faith to believe that they
can, by God's power, cease to sin. The
faith of Jesus in us is the only cure for
sin; it is our only hope. "He who has not
sufficient faith in Christ to believe that

He can keep him from sinning, has nOI
the faith that will give him entrance into
the kingdom of God." Review and Her-
ald, vol. 5, 24

Again Inspiration reveals to the
church the sanctuary message, how to
stop sinning by the power of the Holy
Spirit. "All sin ... may be overcome by
the Holy Spirit's power." The Faith I
Live By, 118. "We can overcome. Yes;
fully, entirely. Jesus died to make a way
ofescape for us, that we might overcome
every evil temper, every sin, every temp-
tation, and sit down at last with Him."
Testimonies, vol. 1, 144
"Nothing less than perfect obedience

can meet the standard of God's require-
ment. He has not left His requiremenls
indefinite. He has enjoined nothing that
is nOl necessary in order to bring man
into harmony with Him. We are to point
sinners to His ideal of character and to
lead them to Christ by whose grace only
can this ideal be reached.

"The Saviour took upon Himself the
infirmitieso[humanity and lived a sinless
life, that men might have no fear that be-
cause of the weakness of human nature
they could not overcome. Christ came to
make us 'partakers of the divine nature,'
and His lire declares that humanity, com-
bined with divinity, docs not commit
sin." 11,e Ministry ojHealing, 180

"To be redeemed means 10 cease
[rom sin." Review and Herald, vol. 4,

321. "Christ died to make it possible [or
you to cease to sin." Ibid., vol. 3, 181.
"Christ is ready to set us free from sin,
but He does not force the wil!." Steps 10
Christ, 34. God cannot and will not force
obedience to His sacred law. "There is
no excuse [or sinning. A holy temper, a
Christlike life, is accessible to every re-
penting, believing child of God. The
ideal of Christian character is Christlike-
ness. As the Son of man was perfect in
His life, so His [ollowers are to be per-
fect in their life. Jesus was in all things
made like unto His brethren.1> The
Desire ojAges, 311

Let us remember the sacred testi-
mony in 1 John 3:8-9, "He that commit-
teth sin is of the devil; for the devil sin-
neth from the beginning. For this pur-
pose the Son of God was manifested,
that he might destroy the works of the
devil. Whosoever is born of God doth
not commit sin; [or his seed rcmaineth in
him: and he cannot sin, because he is
born of God."
This is the essence of the sanctuary

message. Again the prophet speaks to us
in the beginning of a new year, 1989:

"When Christ reigns in the soul,
there is purity, freedom from sin. The
glory, the fullness, the completeness of
the gospel plan is fulfilled in the lire. The
acceptance of the Saviour brings a glow
of perfect peace, perfect love, perfect as-
surance. The beauty and fragrance of the
character of Christ revealed in the life
testifies that God has indeed sent His
Son into the world to be its Saviour.

"Christ docs not bid His [ollowers
strive to shine. He says, Let your lighl
shine. If you have received the grace of
God, the light is in you. Remove the ob-
structions, and the Lord's glory will be
revealed. The light will shine forth to
penetrate and dispel the darkness. You
cannot help shining within the range of
your influence.

"The revelation of His own glory in
the form of humanity will bring heaven
so near to men that the beauty adorning
the inner temple will be seen in every
soul in whom the Saviour dwells. Men
will be captivated by the glory of an
abiding Christ. And in currents of praise
and thanksgiving from the many souls
thus won to God, glory will flow back to
the great Giver.

" 'Arise, shine; for thy light is come,
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon
thee.' Isaiah 60:1. To those who go out to
meet the Bridegroom is this message
given. Christ is coming with power and



Food for Thought
great glory. He is coming with His own
glory and with the glory of the Father. He
is coming with all the holy angels with
Him. While all the world is plunged in
darkness, there will be light in every
dwelling of the saints. They will catch the
first light of His second appearing. The
unsullied light will shine from His splen-
dor, and Christ the Redeemer will be ad-
mired by all who have served Him. While
the wicked flee from His presenee,
Christ's followers will rejoice. The patri-
arch Job, looking down to the time of
Christ's second advent, said, 'Whom I
shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall
behold, and not a stranger.' Job 19:27,
margin. To His faithful followers Christ
has been a daily companion and familiar
friend. They have lived in close contact, in
constant communion with Gael. Upon
them the glory of the Lord has risen. In
them the light of tile knowledge of the
glory ofGod in the faeeofJesus Christ has
been reflected. Now they rejoice in the un-
dimmed rays of the brightness and glory
of the King in His majesty. They are pre-
pared for the communion of heaven; for
they have heaven in their hearts.

"With uplifted heads, with the bright
beams of the Sun of Righteousness shin-
ing upon them, with rejoicing that their
redemption draweth nigh, they go forth
to meet the Bridegroom, saying, 'La,
this is our God; we have waited for him,
and he will save us.' Isaiah 25:9

.. 'And I heard as it were the voiee of a
great multitude, and as the voice of many
waters, and as the voiee of mighty
thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the
Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be
glad and rejoice, and give honour to Him:
for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and
His wife hath made herself ready....
And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed arc
they which are called unto the marriage
supper of the Lamb.' 'He is Lord of
lords, and King of kings: and they that
are with Him are called, and chosen, and
faithful.' Revelation 19:6-9; 17:14."
Christ's Object Lessons, 420-421

Let us nOl forget, jUdgment begins
at the ltouse of God. 1 Peter 4:17. The
sealing of God's people is the perfect
character of Jesus being developed in
every obedient Christian, making us
safe to save. "When the character of
Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in
His people, then He will come to claim
them as His own." Christ's Object Les-
sons, 69 I!!iJI

WHEN THE sanctuary was to be
bUilt, and its furnishings made,

the Lord directed Moses, saying, "Look
that thou make them after their pattern,
which was showed thee in the mounL"
Moses was full ofzeal to do God's work.
The most talented, skillful men were at
his command to carry out his sugges-
tions; and yet it was not given to him to
make a bell, a pomegranate, a tassel, a
fringe, a curtain, or any vessel of the
sanctuary, except according to the pat-
tern shown him as God's ideal. ...

11 is in neglecting to follow the exact
directions of the Word of God that many
err. They turn away from God's plans, to
follow their own ideas. Christ Himself de-
clared, "The Son of man can do nothing
of Himself, but what He seeth the Father
do; [or what things soever He doeth, these
also doeth the Son likewise."

So utterly was He emptied of self that
He made no plans for Himself. He ac-
cepted God's plan for Him, and day by
day the Father unfolded His plans. If Jesus
was so wholly dependent, declaring, "l
do nothing of Myself," how much more
should we depend upon God for constant
instruction, so that our lives might be the
simple working out of God's will? Oh,
that failing, erring mortals would be con-
tent to seek wisdom from God, and be en-
tirely submissive in working out His di-
rections, in exemplifying His character!
If ever mortals needed to send to

Heaven an earnest cry, "Lord, show me
Thy way; teach me the way of the
Lord," it is now. Only those will have a
fitness for the mansions above who give
to God full and implicit obedience. God
knows that we should not appreciate His
rarest gifts if we were nOl perfectly sub-
missive to His will. And in keeping the
way of the Lord there is great reward.

We shall be tempted by the adversary
of souls to deviate from God's way, to
neglect to search the Scriptures in order
that we may find out whether we are
ing in the sparks ofourown kindling, or in
the light which God has given us. Oh, that
we may be vessels unto honor, prepared
for the Master's use! Oh, that the work of
the grace ofGod may so go forward in our
hearts that we come to see the matchless
charms that arc revealed in Jesus.

Whatever may be our temperament,
we are to form a character after the
Divine Pattern; we have no excuse for re-
taining the mold and superscription of
our own nature; for Christ has died that
we may have His mold and superscrip-
tion. We cannot retain self, and yet be
filled with the fulness of God. We must
be emptied of self. Heaven is gained only
through the renuneiation of self, and the
receiving of the mind of Chrisl. .

What we arc at heart, we reveal in life.
Our thoughts, our words, our actions, are
the result of what we are; and our in-
fluence is a savor of life unto life, or of
de.:'lth unto death, according to whether we
abide in Christ or nol. In the judgment we
shall be brought face to face with those
whom we have had opportunity to help by
directing them, through choice words of
counsel, into right, safe paths. Ifwe have
a daily connection with God, we shall
have aliving, abiding interest in the saving
of the souls ofmen, and our influence will
be a savor of life unto life.

Let no one rob God of the service He
requires. Halfhearted service is of no val-
ue. Have we not tried our own way again
and again, and found it was but
ness? In following our independent judg-
ment, have we not virtually said, "Lord, I
want not Thy way, for it does not please
me; I want my own way; and if I C<1n not
do as 1please, I will not serve Thee"?

How many have let go of Christ, to
follow their own plans? Did Christ, the
Majesty of heaven, have His way? Behold
Him in travail of soul in Gethsemane,
praying to His Father. What forced those
blood-drops of agony from His holy
brow? Oh, the sins of the whole world
were upon Him! It was separation from
the Father's love that forced from His
pale, quivering lips the cry, "Father, if it
be possible, let this cup pass from Me."
Three times was the prayer offered, but
was followed by, "Nevertheless, not My
will, but Thine, 0 God, be done." This
must be our attitude: "Not my will, but
Thine, 0 God, be done." This is true con-
version. 100

Ellen G. White, Atlantic Union Gleaner,
January 27, 1904
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quainted with this commission to carry
lhe gospel to every creature in this
world. We are told that the Lord has ap-
pointed us to be "His ambassadors to
carry forward His work in the world."

Again the question arises, Is there a
particular way of laboring for Christ that
can in a special sense be called "the
Lord's work"? In the same reference we
are given a clue to the answer to our ques-
tion. We are instrucled 10 follow the work
that Christ and His disciples did in order
to do "the Lord's work." Thus the way
lhe Lord and His disciples worked is in a
special sense "the Lord's work." "Read
carefully the instruction given in the New
Testament. The work that the Great
Thacher did in connection with His dis-
ciples is the example we are to follow."
Ibid. One of the purposes of Christ's
earthly life was to show how we arc to
work. "The great Thacher, while on this
earth, gave His whole life to teach us how
to work as devoted, consecrated mission-
aries for God." Battle Creek Lellers,l13

How then did Jesus as our example
do His work? "Christ is our example. Of
His work we read, Jesus went about all
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues,
and preaching the gospel of the king-
dom, and healing all manner of sickness
and all manner of disease among the
people.... They brought unto Him all
sick people Ihat were taken with divers
diseases and torments, and those which
were possessed with devils, and those
which were lunatiC, and those that had
the palsy, and He healed them.
"Christ healed the people, and then to

those whom He healed and to those who
had witnessed His healing, He preached
the gospel of the kingdom. This is llze
work outlined before those who have in
trust the greatest wealth of truth ever
committed to mortals." TheAuslralllsinn
Union Conference Record, 119, empha-
sis supplied

Christ first ministered to the physical
needs of those about Him, then He pre-
sented to them the gospel of the king-
dom. He united physical healing and
spirilual healing into one work. The
union of these two endeavors is the true

The Lord's Work
I N SEVENTH-DAY Advenlist circles In a sense any method that extends
we arc accustomed to hearing phrases the knowledge of Christ as man's per-

such as "in the Lord's work" and "doing sonal Saviour from sin is a [arm of the
the Lord's work." We say that our task Lord's work. But is there a method in
and goal is to "finish the Lord's work." working thal can in a special sense be re-
What do these phrases mean? Could it ferred to as "Ihe Lord's work"? "The
be that although we often refer to "the Lord continually performed deeds of
Lord's work" we might have a hard time loving ministry, and this every minister
really defining its meaning? Some mighl of the gospel should do. He has ap-
qucstion, "Does it really matter?" T pointed us to be His ambassadors, to
believe that it mailers a great deal as to carry forward His work in the world. To
our understanding o[n'ile Lord's work." every true, self-sacrificing worker is
We can never finish something that we given the commission, 'Go ye into all the
have not done. We cannot do something world, and preach the gospel to every
that we do nOt know about or under- creature.' " Review and Herald, vol. 4, Dr. Vernon Sparks is the Medical Director

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiirl
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Christ came as an expression of the perfect
love of God, not to crush, not to judge and
condemn, but to heal every weak, defective
character, to save men and women from
Satan's power

gospel of the kingdom. "The union of
Christlike work for the body and Christ-
like work for the soul is the true inter-
pretation of the gospel." My Life Today,
224. This united ministry was the minis-
try of the twelve apostles and the sev-
enty. It is to be the work of the Lord's
messengers today.

"In all His labors He united the medi-
cal missionary work with the ministry of
the Word. He sent out the twelve apos-
tles and afterward the seventy, to preach
the gospel to the people, and He gave
them power also to heal the sick and to
cast out devils in His name. Thus should
the Lord's messengers enter His work
today" Counsels on Heallh, 517. That
which God has joined together, let no
man put asunder.

"The Lord ]csus is our example. He
came to the world as a servant of
mankind. He went from city to city,
from village to village, teaching the
gospel of the kingdom, and healing the
sick. Christ spent more time in healing
than in teaChing. As our example, Christ
linked closely together the work of heal-
ing and tcaching, and in this our day Ihey
should nOl be separated." Gospel Her-
ald, 137. Even in our day of modern
science wi til the tendency towards
greater and greater specialization the
ministry to the physical and spiritual
needs of man is to be united in one work.

"The Holy Spirit never has, and never
will in the future, divorce the medical mis-
sionary work from the gospel ministry.
They cannot be divorced. Bound up with
Jesus Christ, the ministry of the Word and
the healing of the sick arc one." Special
Testimonies, Series B, 256.10 defining the
gospel ministry, the messenger of the
Lord clarifies that it is the union of what
society too often considers to be separate
ministries. "To take people right where
they are, whatever their position or condi-
tion, and help them in every way
possible-this is gospel ministry.... This
work is to embrace all that was embraced
in Christ's ministry." Review andHerald,
vol. 4, 372

"The gospel ministry is an organiza-
tion for the proclamation of the truth to
the sick and to the well. It combines the
medical missionary work and the minis-
try of the Word. By these combined agen-
cies, opportunities are given to communi-
cate light, and to present the gospel to all
classes and all grades of society. God
wants the ministers and the church mem-
bers to take a decided, active interest in
the medical missionary work." Ibid.

Upon His ascension to heavcn the
Lord gave His followers His ministry of
healing. "When Jesus was about to as-
ccnd to His Father, He gave His ministry
of healing to His followers, leaving with
them the commission, 'Go ye therefore
and teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you; and, la, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world.' "
Battle Creek Letters, 113

"One who believes in Jesus Christ as
a personal Saviour is to be a co-worker

with Him, bound up with His heart of in-
finite love, co-operating with Him in
works of self-denial and benevolence.
Christ has withdrawn Himself from the
earth, but His followers are still left in
the world. And they are to give in word
and action, and in their unselfish
benevolence, a representation of
Christ's love." Pacific Union Recorder,
1. Yes, Christ, the great Medical Mis-
sionary is our example for our work
today. The union of the ministry of the
Word and the ministry of health is in a
special sense "the Lord's work."

"Christ stands before us as the pat-
tern Man, the great Medical Mission-
ary-an example [or all who should
come after. His love, pure and holy,
blessed all who came within the sphere
of its influence. His character was abso-
lutely perfect, free from the slightest
stain of sin. He came as an expreSSion of
the perfect love of God, not to crush, not
to judge and condemn, but to heal every
weak, defective character, to save men
and women from Satan's power....
What, then, is the example that we are 10
set to the world? We are to do the same
work that the great Medical Missionary
undertook in our behalf. We are to fol-
low the path of self-sacrifice trodden by
Chris!." Loma Linda Messages, 61

"Christ, the great Medical Mission-
ary, is OUf example. Of Him it is written,

that' He went about all Galilee, teaching
in their synagogues, and preaching the
gospel of the kingdom, and healing all
manner sickness and diseases among the
people.' He healed the sick, and preached
the gospel. In His service, healing and
teaching were linked closely together.
Today they are not to be separated." Ibid.,
338. Christ taught His method of minis-
try to mankind's needs to His disciples.
Their ministry demonstrates how we are
to work today. Following their methOds,
we will have success.

"Christ understood the work that
needed to be done for suffering humanity.

As He was sending out the twelve dis-
ciples on their first missionary tOUf, He
said to them, 'As ye go, preach, saying,
The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal
the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead,
cast out devils; freely ye have received,
freely give.' The fulfillment of this com-
mission by the disciples made their mes-
sage the power of God unto salvation.

"It is the divine plan that we shall
work as the disciples worked. Connected
with the Divine Healer, we may do great
good in the world. The gospel is the only
antidote for sin. As Christ's witnesses
we arc to bear testimony to its power.
We are to bring the afflicted ones to the
Saviour. His transforming grace and
miracle-working power will win many
souls to the truth. His healing power,
united with the gospel message, will
bring us success in emergencies. The
Holy Spirit will work upon hearts, and
we shall see the salvation of God." Ibid.

Just as Christ labored to unite these
two ministries into one, we are told that
Satan will do everything possible to sep-
arate the two. We have been warned not
to be misled by his devices.

"The medical missionary work is not
to be carried forward as something apart
from the work of the gospel ministry.
The Lord's people are to be one. There is
to be no separation in His work.... The
two lines oEwark must not be separated.
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If you have but one talent, use it wisely,
increasing it by putting it out to the exchangers.
Do what you can to roll back the wave of
disease and suffering that is sweeping over
our world

Satan will invent every possible scheme
to separate those whom God is seeking
to make one. We must not be misled by
his devices. The medical missionary
work is to be connected with the work of
the third angel's message, as the hand is
connected with the body." Ibid., 339

Who have been called to do "the
Lord's work"?
Every Medical Practitioner-

"Every medical practitioner, whether he
acknowledges it or not, is responsible for
the souls as well as the bodies of his
patients. 11,e Lord expects of uS much
more than we often do for Him. Every
physician should be a devoted, intelligent,
gospel medical missionary, familiar with
Heaven's remedy [or the sin-sick soul, as
well as with the science of healing bodily
disease." MedicalMinistry, 31

Nurses-HIn OUf schools and sani-
tariums nurses should be trained to go
oul as medical missionary evangelists.
They should unite the teaching of the
gospel of Christ with the work of heal-
ing." Gospel Herald, 137

Ministers--"If our ministers would
work earnestly to obtain an education in
medical missionary lines they would be
far better filled to do the work Christ did
as a medical missionary. By diligent study
and practice, they can become so well ac-
quainted with the principles of health re-
form, that wherever they go thcy will be a
great blessing to the people they meet."
MedicalMinistry, 239

Literature Evangelists-"It is med-
ical missionaries that are needed all
through the field. Canvassers should im-
prove every opportunity granted them to
learn how to treat disease." Ibid., 249

Each Worker-"Let each worker put
into practice what he knows regarding the
treatment of disease. Thus suffering may
be relieved, and opponunities will be
found to break the bread oflife to starving
souls." Pacific Union Recorder, 3

Students and Teachers--"lt is essen-
tial that students be taught how to do mis-
sionary work, not only by pen and voice,
but by working with them in various mis-
sionary lines. All about us there are per-
sons who need to be taught how to cook
and how to treat the sick. By engaging in
these lines ofwork we practice the truth as
it is in Jesus. 'leachersand students need to
study how to engage in this work. The
teachers should take students to places
where help is needed, giving them practi-
cal instruction in how to care for the sick."
Spalding-Magan's Unpublished Manu-
script Testimonies ofEllen G. lWzite, 126
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can do something. In
an effort to excuse themselves, some
say, 'My home duties, my children,
claim my time and my means.' Parents,
your children should be your helping
hand, increasing your power and ability
to work for the Master. Children are the
younger members of the Lord's family.
They should be led to consecrate them-
selves to God, whose they are by crea-
tion and by redemption. They should be
taught that all their powers of body,
mind, and soul are His. They should be

trained to help in various kinds of un-
selfish service. Do not allow your chil-
dren to be hindrances. With you the chil-
dren should share spiritual as well as
physical burdens. By helping others they
increase their own happiness and useful-
ness." Review and Herald, vol. 4, 439
Children-"The medical missionary

work is to burst all barriers. All are in-
vited to take a pan in it, and help where
help is needed. The wealthy are to be
reached, and their sympathy and as-
sistance SOlicited; for are they not the
Lord's stewards? Idle children are to be
instructed; they are to enlist in the army
of workers to help the sick and suffering.
Train the children, for they are the Lord's
heritage." Bailie Creek Leiters, 26

The Unlearned-"Those whom God
chooses as workers are not always tal-
ented, in the estimation of the world.
Sometimes He selects unlearned men. To
those He gives a special work. They
reach a class to whom others could not
obtain access. Opening the hean to the
truth, they are made wise in and through
Christ. Their lives inhale and exhale the
fragrance of godliness. Their words are
thoughtfUlly considered before they are
spoken. They strive to promote the well-
being of their fellow men. They take re-
lief and happiness to the needy and dis-
tressed. They realize the necessity of ever
remaining under Christ's training, that
they may work in harmony with God's
will. They study how best to follow the

Saviour's example of cross bearing and
self-denial. They are God's witnesses, re-
vealing His compassion and love, and
ascribing all the glory to Him whom they
love and serve. Testimonies, vol. 7, 25-26

Those With OneTalent-"The Lord
desires every one to do his best. You may
think that you can do very little; but re-
member that in the parable of the talents,
Christ did not represent all the servants as
receiving the same amount. To one ser-
vant was given five talents; to another,
two, and to still another, one. If you have

but one talent, use it wisely, increasing it
by putting it out to the exchangers. Do
what you can to roll back the wave ofdis-
ease and suffering that is sweeping over
our world. Come up to the help of the
Lard, to the help of the Lord against the
mighty powers of darkness." Loma
Linda Messages, 72A

Every Man-"God calls upon every
man to co-operate with the great Medi-
cal Missionary Worker, and to go forth
into the highways and byways." The
Paulson Collection, 15-16

Every True Believer-uThe Sav-
iour lived on this earth a life that love
for God will constrain every true be-
liever in Christ to live. Following His
example, in our medical missionary
work we shall reveal to the world that
we are His representatives and that our
credentials are from above." Review
andHerald, vol. 5, 50

Thus we see that the Lord's special
work of a combined spiritual and heal-
ing ministry is enjoined upon all of
Christ's followers. At the time of bap-
tism each of us has been set apart in the
name of the Father, the Son and the
Holy Ghost to do the Lord's healing
work. "The Lord wants every one of us
to educate himself for God. At baptism,
in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost we were set
apan to engage in the very work that
Christ came to the world to do. What
was He?-In the highest sense He was a



Many will go out to labor for the Master who
have not been able to take a regular course of
study in school. God will help these workers.
They will obtain knowledge from the higher
school

missionary, and He was a healing mis-
sionary." Ibid., vol. 4, 369

It is a personal individual ministry
that we have vowed to carry out.
one else cannot do our work for us.
"Christ commits to His followers an
dividual work-a work that cannot be
done by proxy. Ministry to the sick and
the poor, the giving of the gospel to the
lost, is not to be left to committees or or-
ganized charities. Individual responsi-
bility, individual effon, personal sacri-
fice, is the requirement of the gospel."
Ibid., vol. 6, 244

Even if we give our funds to suppon
other workers but selfishly withhold our-
selves, we have not fulfilled our vows.
'fu a people, we are not deficient in
talent. There are men and women among
us whose labors God would accept if they
would offer them to Him, but there arc so
very few who have the spirit of sacrifice.
Some will hand out readily of their
means, and feel that when they have done
this, there is no more required of them.
They make no special sacrifice in thus
doing. Money is good as far as it goes,
but, unless accompanied by personal ef-
fan, will go but a lilile way toward con-
verting souls to the truth. Not only does
God call for your money, ... but He calls
for you. While you have given of your
means, you have selfishly withheld your-
selves. One earnest worker in the vine-
yard is worth more than a million of
money without men to do the work. This
giving of yourselves will be a sacrifice if
you have a correct estimate of the work,
and realize its claims." Sons and
Daughters a/God, 263

The Lord needs our individual as·
sistance.

" 'I was in prison, and ye came unto
me.' We shall have to give ofour means to
support laborers in the harvest Deld, and
we shall rejoice in the sheaves gathered in.
But while this is right, there is a work as
yet untouched that must be done. The mis-
sion of Christ was to heal the sick, en-
courage the hopeless, bind up the broken-
heaned. This work of restoration is to be
carried on among the needy sufferingones
of humanity. God calls not only for your
benevolence, but your cheerful coun-
tenance, your hopefUl works, the grasp of
your hand. Relieve some of God's af-
flicted ones. Some are sick and hope has
depaned. Bring back the sunlight to them.
There are souls who have lost their
courage; speak to them, pray for them.
There are those who need the breadoflife.
Read to them from the Word of God.

There is a soul sickness nobalm can reach,
no medicine heal. Pray for them, and bring
them to Jesus Christ. And in all your work,
Christ will be present to make impressions
upon the human hearts." Spalding-
Magan's Unpublished Manuscript Ies-
timonies a/Ellen G. White, 140

Everyone of us is needed to work as
a Christian philanthropist-sharing with
others that which we have. "Intelligent,
self-denying, self-sacrificing men are
now needed-men who realize the
solemnity and importance of God's
work, and who as Christian philan-

thropists will fulfill the commission of
Christ. The medical missionary work
given us to do means something to every
one of us. It is a work of soul saving; it is
the proclamation of the gospel mes-
sage." Review and Herald, vol. 6, 441

True medical missionaries will do the
combined ministry of the Lord's work.
"In one hand they are to carry the gospel
for the relief of sin-burdened souls; and
in the other hand they arc to carry reme-
dies for the relief of physical suffering.
Thus they will be true medical mission-
aries for God." Medical Ministry, 328.
Carrying out the combined ministry of
the Lord's work will produce a Christ-
like character in the worker.

can labor for the salvation of
those who are out of the ark of safety.
When church members stand pledged to
the service of God, pledged to do mis-
sionary work; when they take hold of the
work unselfishly, because they love the
souls for whom Christ died, and are
desirous of uniting with the Great Mis-
sionary, He will come very near to them
to instruct them. Life is full of opportuni-
ties for the practical missionary. Every
man, woman, and child can sow each day
the seeds of kind words and unselfish
deeds. The world is not a playground
where we are to amuse ourselves; it is a
school in which we are to study earnestly
and thoroughly the lessons given in the
Word ofGod. There we may learn how to

receive and how to impart. There we may
learn how to seek for souls in the high-
ways and byways oflife. If those who en-
gage so earnestly in the games of this
world would strive as earnestly for the
crown of life which fadeth not away,
what victories they would gain! They
would become true missionaries, and
would see how much could be done to re-
lieve suffering humanity. What a blessing
this would be! What we need is practical
education. When ministers and peopte
practice the lessons Christ has given in
His Word, they will become Christlike in

character." Pacific Union Recorder, 2.
Participation in the Lord's healing work
will bring life into the churches.

"Combine medical missionary work
with the proclamation of the third
angel's message. Make regular, organ-
ized efforts to lift the churches out of the
dead level in which they have been for
years. Send out into the churches work-
ers who will set the principles of health
reform before every church in Michigan.
See if the breath of life will not then
come into these churches." Loma Linda
Messages, 74

With the urgency of the hour how
much time should be spent in training in
preparation to do the Lord's work?
"Workers-gospel medical missionar-
ies-arc needed now. We cannot afford
to spend years in preparation. Soon
doors now open to the truth will be
forever closed. Carry the message now.
Do not wait, allowing the enemy to take
possession of fields now open before
you. Let little companies go forth to do
work to which Christ appointed His dis-
ciples." Ibid., 342. We do not have time
for years of training. A few months of
instruction will be acceptable for some.

"There are those who with a few
months' instruction would be prepared to
go out and do acceptable medical mission-
ary work." The Paulson Collection, 38.
Many will go to work without a regular

Continued on 26
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The Devil's Sleeper
THlS STUDY WILL not be a deep

theological discussion. Not that
there isn't a definite need for deep the-
ology. But there are times when God's
remnant people need to deal with more
mundane matters. We need occasionally
to give consideration to what we eat,
how we exercise, wha twe wear, how we
adorn our bodies.

The devil certainly is not asleep, nor
does hc have something he travels in
called a sleeper- such as a Pullman rail-
road car. The word "sleeper" used herc
has several definitions, but the one ger-
mane to this discussion is "a previously
disregarded thing that unexpectedly
achieves success." Satan has a "thing"
that today is to agreat extent disregarded
by the Seventh-day Adventist Church,
but has been exceedingly successful in
the dcvil's hands. This "thing" is
scarcely ever mentioned anymore in of-
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ficia! papers of the church. Surprisingly,
it also is seldom mentioned in the papers
of the independent ministries. Preachers
scarcely ever allude to it from the pulpit.
Yet it is about this "thing" that Ellen
While wrote, declaring that it "is doing
more than any other power to separate
our people from God." Testimonies, vol.
4, 647. If there is something that is doing
more than anything else to separate
God's followers from Him, shouldn't we
be paying it earnest heed? Shouldn't we
be warning the church about it?

This "thing" is dress or fashion. "Fash-
ion is deteriorating the intellect and eating
out the spirituality ofGod's people." Ibid.
With the two foregoing quotations in
mind let us look further at how some are
prone to clothe, adorn, and decorate their
bodies. Within God's remnant chureh
there is appearing a greater use of finger-
nail polish, eyeshadow, and other facial

Donald E. Casebolt

makeup. We must candidly ask, "What is
the purpose of this kind of decoration?"
Apparently only to draw allention to one-
self. This is not a God-inspired motive.
There is a growing tendency to wear less
and less clothes, and more figure-reveal-
ing clothes.

Careful reading of the Spirit of
Prophecy reveals a number ofquotations
regarding modesty. In the days of Ellen
White no one wore shorts or sun dresses
or the scanty bathing suits seen today.
Thus she did not speak to these issues. It
appears that her use of the word modest
referred more to the lack ofexcesses and
pretensions, to showy extravagant dress,
to costly array. Nevertheless, I believe if
she were now alive, she would be greatly
dismayed and would speak forcefully
against the shorts, the sun dresses, the
tight jeans, the tight sweaters, and the re-
vealing bathing suits worn today. I wish
to present historical information to but-
tress my thinking and then further quo-
tations from the Bible and Sister White.
The historical information will not be an
exhaustive treatment of the subject, but
only a few select examples to show what
standards were in the past.

In 1923 Arkansas moralists (not
Seventh-day Adventists), emboldened
because they had defeated a bill intended
to legalize Sunday baseball, made pro-
posals for laws that would prohibit mixed
swimming and wearing clothes on stage
outlining any part of the body between
the neck and knees, bathing suits which
strike above the knee, below the hollow
of the neck, the slccves of which do not
come down well over the shoulder and
are not of sufficient material 10 be
opaquc. SeeLiberty May-June 1983, 17

EM. Wilcox, for many years editor
of the Review and Herald, wrote an edi-
torial against mixed swimming in Ihe
June 13, 1929, issue of the Review. He
wrote: "It is impossible for us to under-
stand how men and women can con-
sistently dress in a state of half nudity at
a bathing beach, when if they were to do
it in the same manner on any of the pub-
lic streets of our cities they would be
considered as acting in a masl indeco-
rous part, and would subject themselves
to arrest."

Donald Casebolt, M.D. writes from Kirt-
land, Ncw Mexico.



God expressly commanded a very simple
arrangement of dress for the children of Israel
for the purpose of distinguishing them from the
idolatrous nations around them

A 1939 Gallup poll found that a ma-
jority of adults in the United States
thought it was indecent to wear shons
for street wear (Signs of the Times, May
1986, 6). Dr. Harold Shryock, a highly
respected Seventh-day Adventist physi-
cian stated in an article "Keynotes for
Happy Courting": "Don't let your friend
find you in lounging clothes, shorls, or a
swim suit." (Youth's Instructor, July 19,
1960). The March 1971 edition ofMin-
istry contained a letter to the editor writ-
ten by Don Hawley, the editor of Life
and Health, questioning our standards
of modesty. He concernedly wrote: "We
decry the wearing of shorts, the backless
back, the plunging neckline; ... such
people are half naked." As recently as
1986 the brochure advcrtising the West
Virginia 1986 camp meeling gave the
following as one of its General Rules and
Regulalions: "Modesty is expected of all
and excludes shorts and similar attire."

We have gone from a situation when
in 1939 the majority of people in the
United States considered shorts indecent
for strect wear to the place that many
Seventh-day Adventists feel no com-
punction about appearing in public in
shorls. Onc must ask how this change has
come alxmt? There arc, Ibelieve, two rea-
sons. One is the lamentable tendency for a
segment of the church to follow the hab-
its, customs, and practices of the world.
The second is for what could be con-
sidered a more worthwhile reason, that is,
the fitness movement. In order to jog or
take part in other fitness activities many
people feci they must wear shorts. Today
many pcople are running long distances.
The marathon, for example. Adventist
churches and institutions have sponsored
these events. The obvious question is: "If
it is OK to be half-dressed for a mara-
thon, why can't you attend a church pic-
nic in the same attire?"

As a physician having a great interest
in prevenlive medicine and a deepening
concern over changing church standards, I
have found it of much interest that run-
ning has not yet becn proved to be as
beneficial as once thought. In fact, Ihe
medical news magazine Medical World
News ofAugust 10, 1987, pointed out Ihat
"gardening for 45 minutes is as good as
running for two hours in keeping coro-
nary artery disease from killing." (Empha-
sis supplied). There have bcen other arti-
cles in the medical press by well-recog-
nized researchers presenting essentially
the same concepts. Havc we been justilied
in casting aside our previous standards of

modesty for the unproven benefits ofjog-
ging? I fear that we have not.

Some have excused the tendency (0

wear less and less clothes as being neces-
sary to escape the heat. Having lived and
labored for the past years in the desert of
Monument Valley caring for the Navajos
I have been almost amazed by the dress
of the traditional Navajo women. On the
hottest days (up to 100 degrees) they
wear velvet blouses closed at the neck
with sleeves reaching to the wrists. Their
skins reach to the ankles and they wear
underskirts. In Moslem countries, where
the scanty clothing worn by Westerners
is pointed to as a sign of moral deca-
dence, there is not the tendency toward
nudity seen in European countries and
the Uniled States. Some of these
Moslem countries, such as Arabia, have
quite warm temperatures.

What does the Bible sayan this sub-
ject? It says nothing about the wearing of
briefclotllingjustas il has nothing specifi-
cally to say about the use of cocaine,
heroin, or angel'S dust. Nevertheless, it
enunciates general principles. For ex-
ample: "In like manner also, that women
adorn themselves in modest apparel, wilh
shamefacedness and sobriely; nol wilh
broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly
array." 1 TImothy 2:9. The Lord's in-
structions in Numbers 15:37-39 should
have some significance for His people.
'1\nd the Lord spake unto Moses saying,
Speak unto the children of Israel and bid

them that they make them fringes in the
borders of their garments throughout their
generations, and that they put upon the
fringe of the borders a ribband of blue:
and it shall he unto you for a fringe, that ye
may look upon ii, and remember all the
commandments of the Lord, and do them;
and that yc seck not after your own heart
and your own eyes, afler which ye use to
go a whoring." Tn regard to these verses
Ellen White commented, "The people of
God are not now required to have aspecial
mark placed upon their garments. But in

the New 'Thstament we are often referred
to ancient Israel for examples. IfGod gave
such definite directions to His ancient
people in regard to their dress, will not the
dress of His people in this age come under
His notice? Should Ihere not be in their
dress adistinction from that of the world?
Should not the people ofGod, who are His
peculiar treasure, seek even in their dress
to glorify God? And should they not be
examples in point of dress, and by their
simple style rebuke the pride, vanity, and
extravagance of worldly, pleasure-loving
professors? God requires this of His
people." The Sevemh-day Adventisl Bible
Commentary, vol. 1, 1114. And "Here
God expressly commanded a very simple
arrangement of dress for the children of
Israel for the purpose of distinguishing
them from the idolatrous nations around
them.... They were not to serve their
own desires, or to imitate the idolatrous
nations around them, but to remain a dis-
tinct, separate people, that all who looked
upon them might say: These are they
whom God brought out of the land of
Egypt, who keep the law of 'Thn Com-
mandments.... God's people have, to a
great extent, lost their peculiarity, and
have been gradually patterning after Ihe
world, and mingling with them, until they
have in many respects become like them.
Tltis is displeasing 10 God. He directs
them, as He directed the children of Israel
anciently, to come out from the world, and
forsake their idolatrous practices, nOi fol-

lowing their own hearts (for their hearts
are unsanctified) or their own eyes, which
have led them to depart from God and to
unite with the world." Testimonies, vol. 1,
524-525

Zephaniah 1:8 states: '1\nd it shall
come to pass in the day of the Lord's
sacrifice, that I will punish the princes,
and the king's cltildren, and all such as
are clothed with strange apparel." The
last phrase is also translated "adopted
the ways of the pagans." The Open

Continued on 23
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Obedience
Is
Sanctification
Ellen G. White

A ND WALK in love, as Christ also
loved us, and hath given him-

self for us an offering and a sacrifice to
God for a sweet-smelling savour."
Ephesians 5:2. In all the fullness of His
divinity, in all the glory of His spotless
humanity, Christ gave Himself for us as
a full and free sacrifice, and each one
who comes to Him should accept Him as
if hc were the only one for whom the
price had been paid. As in Adam all die,
so in Christ shall all be made alive; for
the obedient will be raised to immortal-
ity, and the transgressor will rise from
the dead to suffer death, thc penalty of
the law which he has broken.

Obedience to the law ofGod is sancti-
fication. There are many who have er-
roneous ideas in regard to this work in the
soul, but Jesus prayed that His disciples
might be sanctified through the truth, and
added, "Thy word is truth." Sanctification
is not an instantaneous but a progressive
work, as obedience is continuous. Just as
long as Satan urges his temptations upon
us, the battle for self-conquest will bave to
be fought over and over again; but by obe-
dience, the truth will sanctify the soul.
Those who are loyal to the truth will,
through thc merits of Christ, overcome all
weakness of character which has led them
to be moulded by every varying circum-
stance of !ife.

Many have taken the position that
they cannot sin because they arc sanc-
tificd, buttlus is a del usive snare ofthe evil
one. There is constant danger of falling
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into sin, for Christ has warned us to watch
and pray lest we enter into temptation. If
we are conscious of the weakness of self,
we shall not be self-confident and reckless
of danger; but we shall feel the necessity
of seeking to the Scurce of our strength,
Jesus our righteousness. We shall come in
repentance and contrition, with a despair-
ing sense of our own finite weakness, and
lcam that we must daily apply to the mer-
its of the blood of Christ, that we may be-
come vessels fit for the Master's use.
While thus depending upon God, we shall
not be found warring against the !ruth, but
we shall always be enabled to take our
stand for the righl. We should cling to the
teaching of the Bible, and not follow the
customs and traditions of the world, the
saying and doings of men. When errors
arise and are taught as Bible truth, those
who have a connection with Christ will
not trust to what the minister says. but,
like the noble Bereans, they will search the
Scriptures daily to see if these things are
so. When they discover what is the word
of the Lord, they will take their stand on
the side of truth. They will hear the voice
of the true Shepherd saying, "This is the
way, walk ye in il." Thus you will be edu-
cated to make the Bible the man of your
counsel, and the voice of a stranger you
will neither hear nor follow.
If the soul is to be purified and en-

nobled and made fit for the heavenly
courts, there are two lessons to be
learncd-self-sacrificc and self-control.
Some learn these important lessons more

easily than do others, for they are exer-
cised by the simple discipline the Lord
gives them in gentleness and love.
Others require the slow discipline of
suffering, that the cleansing fire may
purify their hearts of pride and self-reli-
ance, of earthly passion and self-love,
that the true gold of character may ap-
pear, and that they may become victors
through the grace of Chrisl. The love of
God will strengthen the soul, and
through the virtue of the merits of the
blood of Christ we may stand unscathed
amid the fire of temptation and trial; but
no other help can avail to save but
Christ, our righteousness, who is made
unto us wisdom and sanctification and
redemption. True sanctification is noth-
ing more or less than to lovc God with all
the heart. to walk in His commandments
and ordinances blameless. Sanctification
is not an emotion, but a Heaven-born
principle that brings all the passions and
desires under the control of the Spirit of
God; and this work is done through our
Lord and Saviour.

Spurious sanctification does not glo-
rify God, but leads those who claim it to
exalt and glorify themselves. Whatever
comes in our experienoe, whetherofjoy or
sorrow, that does not reflect Christ and
point to Him as its author, bringing glory
to Him, and sinking selfout ofsight, is nOI
true Christian experienoe. When the grace
of Christ is implanted in the soul by the
Holy Spirit, its possessor will become
humble in spirit and will seek for the



The sinner was provided with a second
opportunity to keep the law of God in the
strength of his Divine Redeemer

society of those whose conversation is
upon heavcnly things. Then the Spirit will
take the things of Christ and show them
unto us, and will glorify, not the receiver,
but the Givcr. If, therefore, you have the
sacred peace of Christ in your hean, your
lips will be filled with praise and thanks-
giving to God. Your prayers, the discharge
ofyour duty, your benevolence, your self-
denial will not be the theme of your
thought or conversation, but you will
magnify Him who gave Himself for you
when you were yet a sinner. You will say:
"I give myself to Jesus. I have found Him
ofwhom Moses in the law, and the proph-
ets, did write." As you praise Him, you
will have a precious blessing, and all the
praise and glory for that which is done
through your instrumentality will be given
back toGod.

The peace ofChrist is not a boisterous,
untamable element made manifest in loud
voices and bodily exercises. The peace of
Christ is an intelligent peace, and it does
nOl make those who possess it bear the
marks of fanaticism and extravagance. It
is nOl a rambling impulse, but an cmana-
tion from God. When the Saviour irnpans
His peace 10 Ihe soul, the hean will be in
perfect harmony with the Word of God;
for the Spirit and the Word agree. The
Lord honors His Word in all His dealings
with men. It is His own will, His own
voicc, that is revealed to men, and He has
no new will, no new truth, aside from His
Word to unfold to His children. If you
have awonderful experience that is not in
harmony with the expressed direction of
God's Word, you may well doubt it; for its
origin is nOl from above. The peace of
Christ comes through the knowledge of
Jesus whom Ihe Bible reveals.
If happiness is drawn from outside

sources, and not from the Divine Fount, it
will be as changeable as varying circum-
stances can make it; but the peace of
Christ is a constant and abiding peace. It
does not depend on any circumstance in
life, on the amount of worldly goods, or
the number ofearthly friends. Christ is the
fountain of living waters, and happiness
and peace drawn from Himwill never fail,
for He is a wellspring of life. Those who
trust in Him can say: "God is our refuge
and strength, a very present help in trou-
ble. Therefore will not we fear, though the
earth be removed, and though the moun-
tains be carried into the midst of the sea;
though the waters thereof roar and be
troubled, though the mountains shake
with the swelling thereof. There is a river,
the streams whereof shall make glad the

city of God, the hOly place of the taber-
nacles of the most High." Psalm 46:1-4

We have reason for ceaseless gratitude
to God that Christ, by His perfect obe-
dience, has won back the heaven that
Adam lost through disobedience. Adam
sinned, and the children ofAdam share his
guilt and its consequences; but Jesus bore
the guilt of Adam, and all the children of
Adam that will flee to Christ, the second
Adam, may escape the penalty of trans-
gression. Jesus regained heaven for man
by bearing the test that Adam failed to en-
dure; for He obeyed the law perfectly, and

all who have a right conception of the plan
of redemption will sec that they cannot be
saved while in transgression of God's
holy precepts. They must cease to trans-
gress the law, and lay holdon the promises
of God that are available for us through
the merits of Chrisl.

Our faith is not to stand in the ability
of men but in the power of God. There is
danger of trusting in men, even though
they may have been used as instrumentsof
God to do a great and good work. Christ
must be our strength and our refuge. The
best of men may fall from their steadfast-
ness, and the best of religion, when cor-
rupted, is ever the most dangerous in its
influence upon minds. Pure, living re-
ligion is found in obedience to cvery word
that proccedeth out of the mouth of God.
Rightcousness exalts a nation, and the ab-
senoe of it degrades and ruins man.

From the pulpits of today the words
are uttered: "Believe, only believe.
Have faith in Christ; you have nothing to
do with the old law, only trust in
Chris!." How different is this from the
words of the apostle, who declares that
faith without works is dead. He says,
"But be ye doers of the word, and not
hearcrs only, deceiving your own
selves." James 1:22. We must have that
faith that works by love and purifies the
soul. Many seek to substitute a superfi-
cial faith for uprightness of life, and
think through this to obtain salvation.

The Lord requires at this time just what
He required of Adam in Eden-perfect
obedience to the law of God. We must
have righteousness without a flaw,
without a blemish. God gave His Son to
die for the world, but He did not die to
repeal the law which was holy and just
and good. The sacrifice of Christ on Cal-
vary is an unanswerable argument show-
ing the immutability of the law. Its
penalty was felt by the Son ofGod in be-
half ofguilty man, that through His mer-
its the sinner might obtain the virtue of
His spotless character by faith in His

name. The sinner was provided with a
second opportunity to keep the law of
God in the strength of Ius Divine Re-
deemer. The cross of Calvary forever
condemns the idea that Satan has placed
before the Christian world, that the death
of Christ abolished not only the typical
system of sacrifices and ceremonies but
the unchangeable law of God, the foun-
dation of His throne, the transcript of
His character. Through every device
possible Satan has sought to make of
none effect the sacrifice of the Son of
God, to render His expiation useless, and
His mission a failufC. He has claimed
that the death of Christ made obedience
to the law unnecessary, and permitted
the sinner to come into favor with a holy
God without forsaking his sin. He has
declared that the Old Thstament standard
was lowered in the gospel, and that men
can come to Christ, not to be saved from
their sins but in their sins. But when
John beheld Jesus he told His mission.
He said, "Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world."
John 1:29. To every repentant soul the
message is, "Come now, and Ict us rca-
son togethcr, sailh the Lord: though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool." Isaiah
1:18 I!I

Signs oflhe Times, May 19, 1890
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those sharing the gospel by the printed
page. A total dependence upon God is
required for every word spoken.

"Just to the degree in which the Word
of God is received and obeyed, will it
impress with its potency and touch with
its life every spring of action, every
phase of character. It will purify every
thought, regulate every desire. Those
who make God's Word their trust will
quit themselves like men and be strong.
They will rise above all baser things into
an atmosphere free from defilement.1>
The Ministry ofHealing, 136

"Many who profess the faith know
not what true conversion is. They have
no experience in communion with the
Father through Jesus Christ, and have
never felt the power of divine grace to
sanctify the heart. Praying and sinning,
sinning and praying, their lives arc full
of malice, deceit, envy, jealousy, and
self-love. The prayers of this class are an
abomination to God. True prayer en-
gages the energies of the soul and affects
the life." Testimonies, vol. 4, 534-535

Prayer is the lifeline of the Christian,
for it is by prayer that we maintain our
connection with the divine. While walk-
ing and doing the daily duties, we must
pray to Jesus. Prayer is not a position,
but an attitude of mind. We must be sen-
sitive to His sweet presence. "Abide in
me and I in you," Jesus says. ':As the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless
it abides in the vine, neither can you, un-
less you abide in me. I am the vine, you
arc the branches. He who abides in me,
and I in Him, he it is that bears much
fruit, for apart from me you can do noth-
ing." John 15:4-5, RSV
"Our life must come from the parent

vine. It is only by personal union with

John Martin is the Literature Evangelism
Trainer for Hope International.

The Lord's
Helping Hand

"Wemust arouse the zeal and earnest-
ness of the canvassing agents, calling on
them to take the light into the dark places
of the earth. Thcre is no release for any
who have talents and capabilities. They
are required to be the Lord's instruments,
required to co-operate with the Lord
Jesus in shedding the light of heaven into
this sin-darkened world." Colportellr
Ministry, 20

There are other quotations stressing
the fact that many should engage in litera-
ture evangelism: "There is missionary
labor to be done in the distribution of
tracts and papers, and in canvassing for
our different publications. Let none of
you think that you cannot engage in this
work because it is taxing, and requires
time and thought. If it requires time, give
it cheerfully; and the blessing ofGod will
rest upon you. There never was a time
when more workers were needed than at
the present. There are brethren and sisters
throughout all our ranks who should dis-
cipline themselves to engage in this work;
in all our churches something should be
done to spread the truth. It is the duty of
all to study the various points ofour faith,
that they may be prepared to give a reason
for the hope that is within them, with
meekness and fear." Ibid., 21-22

These points are very important and
well taken, but there is one point that too
often is put into second place: daily con-
version. "Canvassers need 10 be daily
converted to God, that their words and
deeds may be a savor of life unto life,
that they may exert a saving influence.
The reason why many have failed in the
canvassing work is thai they were not
genuine Christians; they did not know
the spirit of conversion. They had a
t11eory as to how the work should be
done, but they did not feel their depend-
ence upon God." Ibid., 48. All need a
gcnuinc, daily conversion, especially--------1 John Martin1--------

I AM a literature evangelist. I make no
apology-I love my work, and on the

authority of the Spirit of Prophecy I
believe in its incredible and still largely
untapped potential for good. I see thou-
sands of laymen pondering their role in
the Lord's work, looking for their call-
ing in life, and I wonder whatever hap-
pened to the once-credible public image
of the old-fashioned "colporteur." Let's
look again at the inspired counsel.
"Why is there not a more diligent

seeking of the Lord, that hundreds may
be filled with the Holy Spirit, and may
go forth to proclaim the truth, 'thc
Lord working with them, and confirm-
ing the word with signs following'?
Our commission is 10 let the ligh t shine
forth everywhere from the press. By
the printed page the light reaches the
isolated ones, who have no opportunity
10 hear the living preachers. This is a
most blessed missionary work. Can-
vassers can be the Lord's helping hand,
opening doors for the entrance of truth.
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The strongest and noblest characters rest upon
the foundation of patience and love, and
trusting submission to the will of God

Christ, by communion with Him daily,
hourly, that we can bear the fruits of the
Holy Spiri!." Testimonies, vol. 5, 47-48.
As we are drawn nearer to Christ, we
will realize more OUf need of constant
communion with Him. The following
are seven important requirements for
maintaining OUf daily connection with
the True Vine.

1. I'Submit yourselves therefore to
God. Resist the devil and he will flee
from you. Draw near to God and He will
draw near to you." James 4:7-8, RSV.
We must submit our wills to Christ daily,
hourly, testing each thought by His
thoughts, each word by His words.
"He who places himself unre-

servedly under the guidance of the Spirit
of God, will find that his mind expands
and develops. He obtains an education in
the service of God which is not one-
sided and deficient, developing a one-
sided character, but one which results in
symmetry and completeness. Weak-
nesses that have been manifested in a
vacillating will and powerless character,
arc overcome, for continual devotion
and piety bring the man in sueh close re-
lation to Christ that he has the mind of
Christ. He is one with Christ, having
soundness and strength of principle. His
perception is clear, and he manifests that
wisdom which comes from God."
Selected Messages, book 1, 338
'fu the will of man co-operates with

the will of God, it becomes omnipoten!.
Whatever is to be done at His command
may be accomplished in His strength.
All His biddings are enablings." Christ's
Object Lessons, 333

2. Obey God's Word. '\<\nd hereby
we do know that we know him, if we
keep his commandments." 1 John 2:3.
Parents, how do you know that your
children love you? Is it not by seeing
them do what you ask them to do?

" 'If thou wilt entcr into life,' He
added, 'keep the eommandments.' [Mat-
thew 19:17] The character of God is ex-
pressed in His law; and in order for you
to be in harmony with God, the prin-
ciples of His law must be the spring of
your every action.

"Christ does not lessen the claims of
the law. 1n unmistakable language He
presents obedience to it as the condition
of eternal life---the same condition that
was required of Adam before his fall.
The Lord expects no less of the soul now
than He expected of man in Paradise,
perfect obedience, unblemished right-
eousness. The requirement under the

eovenant of grace is just as broad as the
requirement made in Eden-harmony
with God's law, which is holy, just, and
good." Christ's Object Lessons, 391

true obedience comes from the
heart. It was heart work with Christ. And
if we consent, He will so identify Himself
with our thoughts and aims, so blend our
hearts and minds into conformity to His
will, that when obeying Him we shall be
but carrying out our own impulses. The
will, refined and sanctified, will find its
highest delight in doing His service.
When we know God as it is our privilege
to know Him, our life will be a life of con-

tinual obedience. Through an apprecia-
tion of the character of Christ, through
communion with God, sin will lxcome
hateful to us." The Desire ofAges, 668

We must ask Christ to change our
hearts, to give us a new nature. Naturally
we don't want to obey, but the Holy
Spirit works within to change that which
is without.
3. Live in daily co-operation with

the Holy Spirit, Daily we are to listen to
that still small voice for direction.
"Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not
to the flesh, to live after the flesh.... For
as many as are led by the Spirit of God,
they are the sons ofGod." Romans 8:12,
14, KJV

"Christ has promised the gift of the
Holy Spirit to His church.... But like
every other promise, it is given on condi-
tions. There are many who believe and
profess to claim the Lord's promise;
they talk about Christ and about the
Holy Spirit, yet receive no benefit. They
do not surrender the soul to be guided
and controlled by the divine agencies.
We cannot use the Holy Spirit. The
Spirit is to use us. Through the Spirit
God works in His people' to will and to
do of his good pleasure.' [Philippians
2:13] But many will not submit to this.
They want to manage themselves. This is
why they do not receive the heavenly
gift. Only to those who wait humbly

upon God, who watch for His guidance
and grace, is the Spirit given. The power
of God awaits their demand and recep-
tion. This promised blessing, claimed by
faith, brings all other blessings in its
train." The Desire ofAges, 672

We must be sensitive to the working of
the Holy Spirit. We are !Old in Luke 22 of
Peter's willingness to lay down his life for
his M'1ster, but his own promises were like
ropes of sand. 11 is not what we can do but
what Jesus can do if we let Him.

"There is no limit to the usefulness of
one who, putting self aside, makes room
for the working of the Holy Spirit upon

his heart and lives a life wholly con-
secrated to God. All who consecrate
body, soul, and spirit to His service will
be constantly receiving a new endow-
ment of physical, mental, and spiritual
power. The inexhaustible supplies of
heaven are at their command. Christ
gives them the breath of His own Spirit,
the life of His own life. The Holy Spirit
puts forth its highest energies to work in
mind and heart. Through the grace given
us we may achieve victories thaI because
of our own erroneous and preconceived
opinions, our defects of character, our
smallness of fai th, have seemed im-
possible." The Ministry ofHealing, 159
4. Love even as Jesus has loved you.

"Now abidcth faith, hope, charity, these
three; but the greatest of these is charity."
1 Corinthians 13:13, KJV. Today we hear
little of the word charity; we call it love,
but what is love? What are the attributes
of love? "Love 'rejoiceth not in iniquity,
but rejoiceth in the truth.' He whose heart
is imbued with love is filled with sorrow
at the errOrs and weaknesses of others;
but when truth triumphs, when the cloud
that darkened the fair fame of another is
removed, or when sins are confessed and
wrongs corrected, he rejoices." lestimo-
nies, vol. 5, 169

"The apostle proceeds to specify the
fruits of love: 'Charity suffereth long,
and is kind; charity envieth not.' The
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Let the purpose be sincere and unwavering to
discern the truth and to obey it at whatever
cost, and you will receive divine
enlightenment. Real piety begins when all
compromise with sin is at an end

divine love ruling in the heart extermi-
nales pride and selfishness. 'Charity
vaunteth not itself, is nOI puffed up.'
The purest joy springs from the deepesl
humiliation. The slrongest and noblesl
characters rest upon the foundation of
patience and love, and trusting submis-
sion to the will of God." Ibid., 168.
Love is a principle working in our heart,
an action shown to others. To love as
Jesus loves is to be like Him.

"Love is the principle that underlies
God's government in heaven and on
earth, and this love must be interwoven
in the life of the Christian.... The heart
that is influenced by this holy principle
will be carried above everything of a
selfish nature." The Failh I Live By, 43.
To have the love of Jesus-Jesus put His
arms around lepers and made them
whole----<:ould we love a handicapped
person in the way Jesus did?

5. Deny self and take up your
cross. This fifth requirement in daily co-
operation with Christ is found in Mat-
thew 16:24. "Then said Jesus unto his
disciples, [f any man will come after me,
Ict him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow me." KJV: This prin-
ciple hinges directly upon the fulfillment
of the previous prinCiple, loving the way
Jesus loves.

"Every true, self-sacrificing worker
for God is willing to spend and be spent
for the sake of others. Christ says, 'He
that loveth his life shall lose it; and he
that halelh his life in this world shall
keep it unto life eterna!.' By earnest,
thoughlful efforts to help where help is
needed, the true Christian shows his love
for God and for his fellow beings. He
may lose his life in service; but when
Chrisl comes to gather His jewels to
Himself, he will find it again." Messages
10 Young People, 302

Jesus tried many times to bring the
principle of self-sacrifice home to His
disciples. In Luke 22:35 Jesus asked
them if they found themselves in need of
anything when He had sent them out;
they replied-nolhing.

"Thday the Saviour calls us, as He
called Matthew and John and Peter, to
His work. If our hearts are touched by
His love, the question of compensation
will not be uppermost in our minds. We
shall rejoice to be co-workers with
Christ, and we shall not fear to trust His
care. [f we make God our strength we
shall have clear perceptions of duty, un-
selfish aspirations; our life will be ac-
tuated by a noble purpose, which will
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raise us above sordid motives." The
Ministry ofHealing, 480

We must learn to trust Christ. A day
is soon coming, a day ofcrisis which our
mind cannot comprehend. If we don'l
learn to sacrifice our all now, we won't
trust Him then.

6. Grow daily in grace. "Brethren, I
count not myself to have apprehended:
but this one thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are before,
I press toward the mark for the prizc of
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."
Philippians 3:13-14. We must daily be

reaching forward in OUf growth with
Christ.

"The Scriplures plainly show that the
work of sanctification is progressive.
When in conversion the sinner finds
peace with God through the blood of the
atonement, the Chrislian life has but just
begun. Now he is to 'go on unto perfec-
tion;' to grow up (unto the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ.' "
The Greal ConlrOl'ersy, 470

How many of us over Ihe age of
twenty like 10 drink milk from a bottle?
Of course not! As we grew, we devel-
oped teeth for chewing. The same holds
true in the Christian life. If we don't
grow we will die.

"Singleness of purpose, wholehearted
devotion to God, is the condition pointed
out by the Saviour's words. Let the pur-
pose be sincere and unwavering to discern
the truth and to obey it at whatever cost,
and you will reoeive divine enlighten-
ment. Real piety begins when all rom-
promise with sin is at an end." Thoughts
From the Mount ofBlessing, 91

7. Tell of Jesus' wonderful love
and what He has done for you. Jesus
says: "Yc are the light of the world. A
city that is sel on an hill cannot be hid."
Matthew 5:14, KJV

Have you ever bought a new car?
What do you do, go home and park it in
the garage? No! You want to show it to

everyone; you can't keep quiet. When you
really know Jesus, you can't keep quiel;
you must tell others about His wonderful
love and what He has done for you.

"But Jesus did not bid the disciples,
'Strive to make your light shine;' He
said, 'Lei it shine.' [fChrist is dwelling in
the heart, it is impcssible to conceal the
light of His presence. [f those who
profess to be followers of Christ are not
the light of the world, it is because the
vital power has left them; if they have no
light to give, it is because they have no
connection with the Souroe of light."
Thoughts From IheMount ofBlessing, 41

"All who would enter the city of God
must during their earthly life set forlh
Christ in their dealings. II is Ihis that
constitutes them the messengers of
Christ, His wilnesses. They are to bear a
plain, decided teslimony against all evil
practices, pointing sinners to the Lamb
of God, who taketh away the sin of the
world." Testimonies, vol. 9. 23

"In this closing work of the gospel
there is a vasl field to be occupied; and,
more than ever before. the work is to en-
list helpers from the common people.
Both the youth and those older in years
will be called from the field, from the
vineyard, and from the workshop, and
sent forth by the Master to give His mes-
sage. Many of these have had little op-
portunity for education; but Christ sees
in them qualifications that will enable
them to fulfill His purpose. [f they put
their hearts into the work, and continue
to be learners, He will fit them to labor
for Him." Colporteur Ministry, 21

The end of all things is at hand, Jesus
is coming very soon, My prayer for you
today is, Get ready, get ready, get ready'
Make your calling and election sure, re-
commit your life 10 Christ, seek Him as
never before. Get involved with people,
share your experiences with others, tell
them ofHim that taketh away the sins of
the world. iii!



A right conception of the past is of
untold worth in evaluating the present
and planning for the future. BUl too
often our spiritual heritage, which is of
far greater imporLance than accollnts of
baules waged and won, is lost sight of
Worse yet, there has been a deliberate
attempt by certain vested interests to
distort and confuse thousands of years
of ecclesiastical history. The following
selection from B.G. Wilkinson's Truth
Triumphant (Pacific Press, 1944; now
available from Leaves-oJ-Autumn
Books) gives only a fragment of the
sacred history of the uchurch in the
wilderness'> which presen1ed the gospel
and the Word of God in their purity
through the long cen/llries of Roman
Catholicism's dominance.-EDlToRS

T ERTULLlAN, who wrote about
seventy-five years after the death of

the apostle John, speaks of the spread of
Christianity in the following language:

"For upon whom else have the uni-
versal nations believed, but upon the
Christ who has already come? For whom
have the nations bclievect-Parthians,
Medes, Elamitcs, and they who inhabit
Mesopotamia, Armenia, Phrygia, Cap-
podocia, and they who dwell in Pontus,
and Asia, and Pamphylia, tarriers in
Egypt, and inhabiters of the region of
Africa which is beyond Cyrene, Romans
and sojourners, yes, and in Jerusalem
Jews, and all other nations; as, for in-
stance, ... varied races of the Gaetulians,
and manifold confines of the Moors, all
the limits of the Spains, and the diverse
nations of the Gauls, and the haunts of
the Britains (inaccessible to the Romans,
but subjugated to Christ).... In all which
places the name of the Christ who is al-
ready come reigns."

By whom was the knowledge of
Christ brought to all these places? By
those Christians who had the spirit of the
genuine Syrian theology. However,
there were others who taught false doc-
trines. Gnosticism, a product of Alexan-
dria, Egypt, Antioch's rival, was a union
of pagan philosophy and gospel truths.

While it was founding churches and
building colleges, it rejected the Old
Thstament, denied Creation, and held in
contempt all Jews, even Christian Jews.
En these words, the historian Newman
aptly describes the difference between
the theology of Antioch and that of
Alexandria. "In the great Christological
controversies of the founh and follow-
ing centuries Alexandria and Antioch
were always antagonists, Alexandria
representing a mystical transcendental-
ism and promoting the allegorical inter-
pretation of the Scriptures; Antioch in-
sisting on the grammatico-historical in-
terpretation of the Scriptures, and
having no sympathy with mystical
modes of thought."

Whence came that marvelous mis-
sionary activity of the church of the East
for a thousand years? It originated in the
regions of Antioch and Edessa....

The apostle to the Gentiles, after
founding Syrian Christianity, was called
to plant the gospel among the Galatians,
in the heart of the large Celtic branch of
the human family. The Celts of Galatia
were of the same family, and spoke the
same language as the Irish, Scotch,
BritiSh, Welsh, and French.

Thus the Holy Spirit sct another
stream flowing rapidly which was 10
waler the lands of the West. As India and
China were 10 be bound to the West by
Syrian Christianity, so Ireland and the
western rim of Europe were to touch the
East through Celtic Christianity. By one
of those strange phenomena of history-
may it not well be called providential?-
the Galatians, a numerous branch of the
Gauls from France, had pushed their way
into Asia Minor. With all the fiery nature
of the Celtic race, they had invaded and
subdued Italy and sacked Rome in the
fourth century before Christ. Not satisfied
with this success, they broke into Asia
Minor, and, settling there, became the
founders of the province ofGalatia.

Paul prepared 10 pass them by as he
journeyed west, but the Holy Spirit dis-
posed otherwise. A severe afOiction
compelled him to tarry in their midst. He

won the love and devotion of these
people, and soon there were raised up
what he pleased to call "the churches of
Galatia." Patrick entered Ireland in the
laller half of the fourth century. He
found a well-organized and healthy Cel-
tic Christianity there. Evidence goes to
show that Celtic Ireland learned the
gospel from the believers in Galatia. One
writer, who has made special research in
Oriental history, says, "The Christianity
which first reached France and England
(i.e., Gaul and Britain) was of the school
of the apostle John, who ruled the
churches in Asia Minor, and therefore of
a Greek, not Latin, type."

There is abundant evidence of inter-
communication between Ireland, France,
and Galatia in the three hundred years be-
tween Paul and Patrick. That the Celts in
France were evangelized by the Celts in
Asia Minor is shown by a well-known
event in the history of the French church.
About seventy years after the death of the
apostle John, the churches in southern
France suffered a terrible persecution at
the hands of the pagans. The distressed
believers in 177 sent a pathetic account of
their afflictions, not to Italy or to Africa,
but to their brethren in Asia Minor.

"In order 10 understand the situation,
political and ecclesiastical. in southern
France, we must bear in mind that the
Gauls of the West and the Galatae of the
East were of the same stOCk, and that
each branch, though several nations in-
tervened, retained unimpaired its racial
characteristics."

Thus Ireland received the gospel
from Asia Minor, by way of the sea and
by way of the Celtic believers in south-
ern France; and they, in tum. obtained
the light from the Galatians to whom
Paul had ministered.

Trwh Triumphant, 25-27

For information concerning a video
documentary of this history of the an-
cient Sabbath-keeping churches, write
or call James Arrabito, Box 205, Ang-
win, CA 94508; (707) 965-2786
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Dean Lifshay is a student of theology at
Pacific Union College, Angwin, CA.

that God will not be in
their thoughts. The edu-
cation they have re-
ceived has been of a
character 10 confuse the
mind and eclipse the
true light. Satan does
not wish the people to
have a knowledge of
God; and if he can set in
opera tion games and

theatrical performances that will so con-
fuse the senses of the young that human
beings will perish in darkness while light
shines all about them, he is well pleased."
Adltentist Home, 401-402

A Seventh-day Adventist pastor told
me of his battle with watching TV. Every
night when he came home from work, he
turned on the TV and watched the mov-
ies to relax. This continued until he was
watching many hours of TV every night.
The TV consumed all his time and he
studied his Bible less and less. Whenever
his wife tried to talk to him, he said,
"Quiet! I can't hear the TV;" His rela-
tionship with God and with his wife
went downhill. One day he realized that
he would lose God and his family unless
something changed. As he prayed for
guidance, the Holy Spirit told him to
SlOp watching TV and to get rid of the
TV set. Realizing that the TV had be-
come an abomination and a curse, he got
rid of it immediately. His relationship

physical combat. Worse yet, they
stupidly leave their weapons at home
when they go off to war. Satan knows all
too well that those who don't take time
to study God's Word (the sword of the
Spirit) and carry it in their hearts and
minds continually will be powerless
against sin. This is the reason that Satan
has put so many obstacles, like TV and
movie-watching, between the Christian
and the study of God's Word.

The "movie" of Ellen White's gen-
eration was a theatrical performance-a
play or skit performed before an au-
dience. A movie is simply a recording of
a thcatrical perfomnancc but is more re-
alistic because it is not confined by the
limitations of the live stage. 1l:chnology,
through the use of special effects, has re-
moved these limitations from movies.
Therefore a movie has much more im-
pact on a viewer than a theatrical per-
formance.

Referring to theatrical perfomnances,
Mrs. White states:

"Satan's work is to lead men to ignore
God, to SO engross and absorb the mind

TV and Movies
for

Christians?
I T IS Saturday night,
and there is nothing to

do. Someone suggests
watching amovie on TV
or renting avidco. 111cre
may also be a good mov-
ie playing at the school
gym. The new Seventh-
day Adventist Church
member speaks up,
"Doesn't the Bible
speak against watching movies?" Some-
one finally responds, "It's all right. Most
movies don't have anything had in them
anyway." "Well then, let's ask God to
bless what we walch," blurts out the new
member. The older members are silent.
Who ever heard of praying before watch-
ing a movie? Unfortunately, most Chris-
tians leave God behind when they decide
to watch TV and movies. Why do they
leave God behind? Because God does not
approve of most movies and TV pro-
grams.

One problem with TV and movies is
that they take up the time that could and
should be used for the study of God's
Word. The Bible says, "The sword of the
Spirit is the word of God." Ephesians
6:17. There is a life-and-death battle
fought every day in the spiritual life of a
Christian. Without the sword of the
Spirit to fight off the devil, the Christian
is doomed. Unfortunately, some Chris-
tians behave just like foolish soldiers by
meeting the enemy unprepared and un-
armed. Foolish soldiers do not take time
to learn how to usc their swords for

Dean Lifshay
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There is no influence in our land more
powerful to poison the imagination, to destroy
religious impressions, and to blunt the relish
for the tranquil pleasures and sober realities of
life, than theatrical amusements

with God and with his wife then im-
proved greatly. He never thought that a
little thing like the TV could do such
great damage. Likewise, Christians
should remove any obstacle that would
destroy their relationship with God or
their families.

Deuteronomy 7:26 says: "Neither
shalt thou bring an abomination into
thine house, lest thou be a cursed thing
like it: but thou shalt utterly detest it, and
thou shalt utterly abhor it; for it is a
cursed thing."

The vow of every Christian should
be: "I will not spend precious moments
in reading [or watching] that which will
be of no profit to me and which only un-
fits me to be of service to others. 1 will
devote my time and my thoughts to ac-
quiring a fitness for God's service. I will
close my eyes to frivolous and sinful
things. My ears are the Lord's, and I will
not listen 10 the subtle reasoning of the
enemy.... My body is the temple of the
Holy Spirit, and every power of my
being shall be consecrated to worthy
pursUits." Testimonies, vol. 7, 64

TV and movies are not only time
consuming, bUI the immoral sentiments
and beliefs of movie writers are por-
trayed throughout their films. The Thn
Commandments should be the biblical
guidelines for a Christian's morals and
elhics. Those who reject these guidelines
are infidels because they are rejecting
God's Word. Jon Benson in his article
"Just Entertainment?" says that movie
writers usually cater to the public in the
areas of morals and ethics; otherwise
they could not sell their product. College
People, April 1984, 13

Unfortunately, the morals and ethics
of this generation not only approve of
but also promote indecency and sin. This
is the reason that immoral movies are so
successful. Benson also points out:
"Film-making is as much a tool as a
hammer or abutter knife, and in all three
cases the use of the tool as constructive
or destructive depends on the character
and attitudes of the one wielding the
tool. In the hands of the wrong pcrson
even something as innocuous as a pillow
can be used as a means of smothering a
sleeper. And in the case of movies,
viewers have to contend with a plethora
of wielders, all struggling for control of
the tool." Ibid., 12

Most movie writers condone break-
ing the commandments-Thou shalt
not kill, thou shalt not commit adul-
tery, thou shalt not steal, thou shalt not

bear false witness against thy neighbor,
(Exodus 20:13-16), through the alti-
tudes they give their characters. For ex-
ample, consider the movie Fiddler on
the Roof. It seems innocent enough.
Nevertheless, Tevye, the leading
character, says, "If being rich is a curse,
may God smite me with it and may I
never recover." We may laugh, but this
attitude, of which the movie approves,
breaks the tenth commandment, "Thou
shalt not covet." Exodus 20:17. Refer-
ring to these types of infidel writers
Mrs. White states:

, '1\l)othcr source of danger against
which we should be constantly on guard
is the reading [or watching the produc-
tions] of infidel authors. Such works are
inspired by the enemy of truth, and no
one can read [or watch] them without
imperiling the soul. It is true that some
who are affected by them may finally re-
cover; but all who tamper with their evil
influence place themselves on Satan's
ground, and he makes the most of his
advantage. As they invite his tempta-
tions, they have not wisdom to discern
or strength to resist them. With a fasci-
nating, bewitching power, unbelief and
infidelity fasten themselves upon the
mind.... Those who value their salva-
tion should shun infidel writings [and
productions] as they would shun the lep-
rosy." Counsels to Parents, Teachers,
and Swdenls, 135-136

The Bible also says: "But we all,
with open face beholding as in a glass
the glory of the Lord, are changed into
the same image from glory to glory,
even as by the Spirit of the Lord."
2 Corinthians 3:18

The opposite principle also applies:
"But we all, with open face beholding as
in a glass the filth of sin, are changed
into the same image from filth to filth,
even as by the spirit of the devil." If
Christians behold Jesus, they will be
changed into saints, but if they behold
commandment breaking, they will be

changed into commandment breakers.
All should follow the example of David
who said: "I will set no wicked thing
before mine eyes: I hate the work of
them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to
me." Psalm 101:3

Christians should always be cautious
of the sentiments and beliefs character-
ized in movies and TV programs, and
should not watch those that portray and
approve of the breaking of the com-
mandments.

Since many movies and TV pro-
gmms are filled with infidelity, drinking

in the pollution they offer will destroy a
thirst for the pure water of life found in
the Bible. Joe Crews says in Creeping
Compromise,

"It is becoming more difficult to
believe that even the most careful selec-
tive viewing will not also produce a spir-
itual desensitization. Snatches and
phrases of gutter talk creep into some of
the most highly touted educational
shows. Many argue that we must learn to
live with this kind of language because it
surrounds us all the time. It is true that we
often overhear the vulgarities of the
world around us, but should we delib-
erately expose ourselves to that which we
could avoid?" Creeping Compromise, 58

Writing about the theater, the "TV
and movies" of her generation, Mrs.
White states: 'Among the most danger-
ous resorts for pleasure is the theater.
stead of being a school of morality and
virtue, as is so often claimed, it is the
very hotbed of immorality. Vicious and
sinful propensities are strengthened and
confirmed by these entertainments. Low
songs, lewd gestures, expressions, and
attitudes, deprave the imagination and
debase the momls. Every youth who ha-
bitually attends such exhibitions will be
corrupted in principle. There is no in-
fluence in our land more powerful to
poison the imagination, to destroy
Iigious impressions, and to blunt the rel-
ish for the tranquil pleasures and sober
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Liberty
realities of life, than theatrical amuse-
ments." Testimonies, vol. 4, 652-653

Many have had a problem with TV
and movies similar to my Seventh-day
Adventist pastor friend. The more they
watched, the less they had an interest in
reading the Bible. Another friend who
had this same problem said that when
he finally sat down with his Bible, he
actually found it boring. It did not
uplift him as it once had before he
started all his TV and movie-watching.
This realization upset him so much that
he fell on his knees and cried out to
God. God reminded him that the Holy
Spirit cannot dwell in a defiled temple
(mind). God also added: "Don't watch
those defiling TV programs and mov-
ies. Guard against this temptation by
getting rid of your TV set." Finally, he
realized that the TV had so defiled his
mind that the Holy Spirit could not
easily impress him with the truths of
the Bible. But when he followed God's
instructions, Bible reading became eas-
ier, and he fell in love with the Bible
again. Thank the Lord that He "up-
holdeth all that fall, and raiseth up all
those that be bowed down." Psalm
145:14. God is also "Iongsuffering to
us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to re-
pentance." 2 Peter 3:9

It becomes obvious that Christians
should not watch movies and most TV
programs because God does not approve
of them. Since TV and movies take up
precious time from reading God's Word,
and vividly portray commandment
breaking, which in turn destroys a thirst
for the pure water of life found in the
Bible, Christians should turn from them.
Therefore Christians, and especially
Seventh-day Adventists, should confi-
dently follow God's rule set forth in the
Bible: "Finally, brethren, whatsoever
things are truc, whatsoever things are
honest, whatsoever things are just, what-
soever things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsoever things are
of good report; if there be any virtue,
and if there be any praise, think on these
things." Philippians 4:8 (emphasis sup-
plied) in
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Important Change: One of the
most unnoticed achievements of the
Reagan Administration has been to en-
hance the status of Christians and Chris-
tianity in America's public life. Devout
Christians have been included in policy-
shaping positions. Reagan has opposed
abortion and supported tax relief for pri-
vate schools which are religious. His Su-
preme Court appointees have been
people who resist the secularism of their
recent predecessors. All this has been
easy to overlook, but it represents an im-
portant change away from the trend of
the entire period [rom World War IT to
the Carter years. The Wanderer, July 14,
1988 (Catholic)

Prophetic Role: In a stirring speech
repeatedty interrupted by applause,
Lutheran Pastor Neuhaus noted the sin-
gular and prophetic role of the Catholic
Church in today's world. He noted the
important front-line roles played by
Pope John Paul II and by Cardinal
Joseph Ratzinger (Sacred Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith-formerly
Office of the InqUisition). He defined
"the Catholic moment" as "a moment of
opportunity ... for the Roman Catholic
community in the U.S. to take the lead in
demonstrating the possibility of renew-
ing moral discourse in the public square"
Gaining church and state). Catholic
League Newsletter, May 1988

Pivotal Move: In much of the world,
politicians alone have sought to solve
acute difficulties-without success-so
help is being asked from a big, left-out
force: religious leaders. This is the intent
of a first-of-its-kind international confer-
ence of lawmakers and spiritual leaders.
The "Global Conference of Spiritual and
Parliamentary Leaders on Human Sur-
vival" Rev. James Park Morton,
dean of New York's Episcopal Cathedral
of S.. John the Divine, said "The United
Nations is as hamstrung as the govern-
ment of the United States in that spiritual
leaders arc not allowed any participa-
tion." We're just half-dealing with the
problems. That may sound like heresy in
the U.S., with its "separation of church

and state." The mutual religious-political
involvement is particularly essential in
countering industrial and technological
trenels threatcning life on Earth. Said
Rep. James Scheuer, D-N.Y., "We must
merge the ethical and practical, politician
and priest, secular and sacred." "It is the
first time in modern history for spiritual
and political leaders to get together to
ponder the PJtentials ofhuman survival/'
observed former U.S. Ambassador An-
gier Biddle Duke. The Sacramento Bee,
April 9, 1988

First Time: "Of all the dialogues we
have all over tlte country and all over the
world, the one with the Orthodox has
been given priority," said Dr. John
Borelli, Vatican spokesman. After Mass,
tlte Patriarch [of the Orthodox church]
joined the Pope in pronouncing a bless-
ing from St. Peter's central balcony. A
first ever. Our Sunday Visitor, July 10,
1988 (Catholic)

American Debt? ':According to my
Bible, individual and nations that ob-
serve the Sabbath Day [he means Sun-
day] to keep it holy arc blessed," said
James P. Wesberry, Lord's Day Alliance
executive director. "If we are 10 save the
flesh, it must be of the spirit. Ifwe are to
save America, it must be of the Sabbath.
One of the greatest debts America owes
the Sabbath Day is its contribution to
such improvement in human character."
Sunday, First Quarter/Second Quarter
1988

Goodbye Freedom? During his
term in office, Reagan never had the
right line-up of justices to get wltat he
wanted on abortion, affirmative action,
and religion. Now, it seems that he has
five who will support his agenda. Both
conservative and liberal lawyers say thaI
the court will move to the right-eutting
back on affirmative action, giving re-
ligion a greater role in government and
granting states more authority to regu-
late abortion. LosAngeles Times, July 5,
1988



The inhabitants of earth are growing more and
more corrupt, and the line of distinction
between them and the Israel of God must be
more plain, or the curse which falls upon
worldlings will fall on God's professed people

The Wilderness Way
Christian wilderness expert Mike Lowe offers home-

town, tailor-made Bible and survival lessons from nature.
Churches, schools, outdoor clubs and families can simply
write or call The Wilderness Way to schedule training or
seminars in their area. The following lessons are available:
• Firecraft For seheduling or more information
• Sheltercraft write or call
• Campcraft The Wilderness Way
• Wild Edible Plants P.O. Box 9023
• Orienteering Spokane, WA 99209
• Nature Sermons (509) 326-2766

The Devil's Sleeper
Conlinucd from 13

Bible: It Is Written Heritage Edition,
Thomas Nelson Publishers, margin. This
statement should speak for itself.

Further quotations from the Spirit of
Prophecy give a fuller undcrstanding of
how our Lord views the subject of dress.
"One of the points upon which those
newly come to the faith will need instruc-
tion is the subject of dress. Let the new
converts be faithfully dealt with. Are they
vain in dress? Do they cherish pride of
heart? The idolatry ofdrcss isa moral dis-
ease. It must not be taken over into the
new life. In most cascs, submission to the
gospel requirements will demand a de-
cided change in the dress....

"There should be no carelessness in
dress. In the tabernacle service, God
specified every detail concerning the
garments of those who ministered before
Him. Thus we are taught that He has a
preference in regard to the dress of those
who serve Him.... In all things we are
to be representatives of Him. Our ap-
pearance in every respect should be
characterized by nealness, modesty, and
purity. But the Word of God gives no
sanction to the making of changes in ap-
parel merely for the sake of fashion-
that we may appear like the world....
"The words of Scripture in regard to

dress should be carefully considered. We
need to understand that which the Lord
of heaven appreciates in even the dress-
ing of the body.... Even the style of the
apparel will express the truth of the
gospel." Testimonies, vol. 6, 96

"How contrary to the principles
given in the Scriptures arc many of the
modes of dress that fashion prescribes!
Think of the styles that have prevailed
for the last few hundreds of years or
even for the last few decades. How many
of them, when not in fashion, would be
declared immodest; how many would be
pronounced inappropriate for a refined,
God-fearing, self- respecting woman! ...

"It was the adversary of all good who
instigated the invention of the ever-
changing fashions. He desires nothing so
much as to bring grief and dishonor to
God by working the misery and ruin of
human beings. One of the means by
which he most effectually accomplishes
this is the devices of fashion, that weak-
en the body, as well as enfeeble the mind
and belittle the soul." The Minisrry of
Healing, 290-291

"Satan is constantly devising some
new style of dress that shall prove an in-
jury to physical and moral health; and he
exults when he sees professed Christians
eagerly accepting the fashions he has in-
vented." Testimonies, vol. 4, 634. "It is a
shame to our sisters to so forget their

holy character and their duty to God as
to imitate the fashions of the world....
The subject ofdress demands serious re-
flection and much prayer. ... My sisters,
your dress is telling either in favor of
Christ and the sacred truth or in favor of
the world. Which is it?" Ibid., 641. "Sim-
plicity of dress will make a sensible
woman appear to the best advantage. We

jUdge of a person's character by the style
of dress worn.... A modest, godly
woman will dress modestly." Ibid., 643

"I was shown that the people ofGod
should not imitate the fashions of the
world.... In these last days, fashions are
shameful and immodest.... The inhab-
itants of earth are growing more and
more corrupt, and the line of diSlinction
between them and the Israel ofGod must
be more plain, or the curse which falls
upon worldlings will fall on God's pro-
fessed people." Ibid., vol. 1, 188-189
"The lust of the eye and corrupt pas-

sions are aroused by beholding and by
reading.... Avoid reading and seeing
things which will suggest impure
thoughts." Ibid., vol. 2, 410. Sadly, when
men and women go around half-dressed
corrupt passions arc aroused.

I am convinced that many ofour dear
Adventist sisters do not understand the
male mind-or they would dress in a
different fashion. As Joe Crews has so
ably pointed out in his book Creeping
Compromise ('Goo made man in the
beginning with a very sensilive sexual
nature that could be quickly aroused by
the sight of female nudity. Woman, on
the other hand, was created with a sexual
nature which would not be so easily
stirred, especially by sight. She was
made to be more responsive to touch and
tenderness." Creeping Compromise, 31

We are living on the borders of the
Promised Land. Is it not time that, by
God's grace and through His power,
we bring every phase of our lives, in-
cluding our dress, into harmony with
His plans? !ii!
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To Fields of Service
I HAVE WORDS to speak to you in
reference to Ihe calls Ihat are from

time to time made in behalf of the
colored people, and the funds that shall
come in response to these calls. II is
stated by Brolher [C. P.] Bollman that
the work for the colored people is
frequently deprived of the means that
should comc to the workers there, and
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that, therefore, that field does not receive
all the donations intended for it.

I desire to say to you, my brethren, that
not one penny of the means that comes in
from different sources for the work in the
Southern field should be diverted to the
work elsewhere. If the Lord has opened
the hearts ofRis people to give to this field
that its distressing needs may be met, let it

not be truthfully said that any portion of
the means given are withheld from the
field for which it was intended.

The standard of truth is to be lifted in
new territories in the South. School
buildings, humble but neat, are to be
erected in various places. Churches are
to be eSlablished. Some of the school
buildings may be erected by the sludents
themselves, under the instruction of men
who understand this line of work. If the
work of instruction is faithfully done,
every stroke can be made to tell in the
education of the students. And the build-
ings will be an object lesson to those
living in the community, as well as a
channel through which souls will be
converted to the truth.

My brethren, I ask you in the name
of the Lord, that you be careful how you
handle the donations that are made to the
Southern field. Not one dollar is to be
turned aside to any other field. I entreat
of you to be very careful.

The Lord has instructed me that,
from the first, the work in Huntsville and
Madison should have received adequate
help. But instead of this help being ren-
dered promptly there has been long
delay. And in Ihe mailer of the Madison
school, there has been a slanding off
from them becausc they were not under
the ownership and control of some con-
ference. This is a question that should
sometimes be considered, but it is not
the Lord's plan that means should be
withheld from Madison, because Ihey
are not bound to the conference. The
atlilude which some of our brethren
have assumed toward this enterprise
shows Ihat it is not wise for every work-
ing agency to be under Ihe dictation of
conference officers. There are some en-
terprises under certain conditions, thai
will produce beller results if standing
alone.

When my advice was asked in refer-
ence to the Madison school, I said, Re-
main as you are. There is danger in bind-
ing every working agency under the dic-
lation of the conference. The Lord did
not design thai this should be. The cir-
cumstances were such that the burden
bearers in the Madison school could not



Lay your plans before God. Tell Him that you
desire to serve Him, give up your desires to
Him, and He will teach you His way

bind up their work with the conference. I
knew their situation, and when many of
the leading men in our conferences ig-
nored them, because they did nDt place
their SChDDI under conference dictatiDn, I
was shown that they would not be
helped by making themselves amenable
tD the cDnference. They had better re-
main as led by GDd, amenable tD Him, tD
wDrk Dut His plans. But this matter need
nDt be blazed abroad.

In their change from Berrien Springs,
Brethren Sutherland and Magan made
many sacrifices. TheLord counseled them
where to go, and in their labors at Madi-
son, they have worked far beyond their
strength. But under the direction of the
Lord they are capable of dDing a good
work. They will give to the students who
come there an education altogether differ-
ent from what has been given in Wishing-
ton during the past years. They will not
only labor to impart an educatiDn in book
knowledge and manual work, but they
will endeavor to teach the students tD dD
justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly
with God.

These teachers ShDUld be regarded,
nOl as men who have had no valuable ex-
perience, but as men who have in the
past accomplished a great and good
work, and who have suffered privations
fDr the cause of God. They have nDt ex-
acted their just dues. Had SDme Df their
brethren been better able to reason from
cause to effect, there would be a differ-
ent record. The restrictiDns by which
their hands have been tied are not pleas-
ing tD the Lord. They might have had a
sanitarium and suitable buildings, and
they might have been years in advance
Dfwhere they nDW are. [wDuld say, Let
justice nDw be dDne.

The world is Dur field. God's chil-
dren whD feel a burden fDr the wDrk Df
the message are tD be allDwed to wDrk
where the Spirit directs them. Let nDt a
fDrbidding power be exercised tD restrict
them in their work. Let GDd accomplish
His work thrDugh the agencies that He
chDDses. A great mistake has been made
in the exercise of human authority in
GDd's wDrk, and I am bidden tD pro-
claim the message: "Break every yoke,
and let the Dppressed gD free." I am bid-
den to say to church members,
shine; fDr thy light is come, and the glory
Df the LDrd is risen upDn thee." Isaiah
60:1

When the disciples returned from
their first missionary lour, the Saviour
asked them, "Lacked ye anything?" And

the answer was given, "Nay, Lord." The
same pDwer that supplied the needs Df
the first disciples will provide fDr the ne-
cessities Df thDse whD today gD fDrth tD
labDr earnestly tD give the last gDspel
message to the wDrld. Oh, why do men
and wDmen feel SD little burden tD take
up the wDrk that needs tD be dDne? An-
gels Df GDd are waiting tD gD forth with
them in this wDrk.

In the restrictiDns that have been
placed Dn SDme whD desired tD dD a def-
inite work, many have found an excuse
why they ShDUld nDt engage in active

missiDnary work. I am bidden tD bear my
testimDny against unnecessary restric-
tions being laid Dn those WhD desire to
act a part in the wDrk Df the LDrd.

In all their assDciatiDns tDgether, God
desires His fDllDwers tD guard their per-
sonal responsibility to Him, and their in-
dividual dependence upon Him. He is
the AuthDr and Finisher Df Dur faith. ND
ruling power of man over man is to be
exercised. We have as a peDple IDSt
much time and means, because we have
nDt fDllDwed clDsely the LDrd's plans for
us. By carrying DUt their Dwn devisings,
men get in the way Df the LDrd, and
clDse up the avenue by which He would
reach thDse whD need the blessings Df
the gDspel.

My brethren, stand Dut Df the way of
YDur fellDw beings. DD nDt, by act Df
YDurs, hinder the work that GDd wDuld
have dDne fDr the peDple of the SDuth in
bringing tD them the light Df the truth.
Time is passing rapidly, and the truth has
yet to gD tD thDusands in this field. Do
nDt hinder, but pray and wDrk, that GDd
may use His human agencies as He de-
signs.

Again and again the LDrd has pre-
sented to me the needs Df the unwDrked
SDuth. I have alsD been shDwn that Dur
men in respDnsible pDsitiDns need tD feel
the cDnverting power Df GDd Dn heart
and mind and soul, or they will in their
self-sufficiency, hinder the wDrk that

ShDUld be dDne. The Lord has a CDn-
troversy with His ministers, because
they have nDt taught church members
hDw to wDrk fDr perishing sDuls....

Ask Dur brethren hDw they will an-
swer when the question is asked us,
What have YDU done with the means I
lent YDU in trust? Shall we feel justified
when we are obliged to say. "I spent it
for self, for dress, and amusements"? In
the day Df final reckDning, the Lord will
deal with each sDul individually.

The Bible has nDt been studied as it
ShDUld have been, that we might under-

stand the will Df God for His children. I
nDW call upon presidents of conferences
and men in responsible pDsitiDns tD set
in DperatiDn every possible means by
which the members Df the churches may
learn hDW tD wDrk fDr the perishing. Let
those who have had experience teach
thDse WhD are inexperienced. Let them
pray tDgether, and search the WDrd Df
God tDgether.

There is a great wDrk tD be dDne right
in the shadDw Df Dur dDDrs. In order tD
accomplish all that is expected Df us, the
cDmmand must be Dbeyed, "Sell that ye
have, and give alms; provide yourselves
bags that wax nDt Did, a treasure in the
heavens that faileth nDt." Luke 12:33.
Oh, that thDse who prDfess the name Df
Christ wDuld return tD the Lord His Dwn
of talents and of means!

More decided calls ShDUld be made
for volunteers to entcr the whitening
fields. Unless there is more dDne than
has been done for the cities of America,
church members will have a heavy ac-
count tD meet for neglected duties. We
pray, "Thy kingdDm CDme. Thy will be
done in earth, as it is in heaven." Mat-
thew 6:10. We profess tD believe that the
cDmnnlssiDn given tD the first disciples
includes the fDllDwers Df Christ in 1907.
But what are we dDing? I pray that the
HDly Spirit may mDve upDn human
hearts, that many may gD fDrth as did the
early disciples, making their way tD
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homes and to churches, where men and
women are waiting for a knowledge of
present truth. My heart is sore when Jsee
the blindness that is upon God's people.

There are among our church mem-
bers faithful souls who feel a burden for
those who know not the truth for this
time. But one will say to such, The con-
ference will not support you if you go
here or there. To such souls I would say,
"Pray 10 God for guidance as to where
you shall go; follow the directions of the
Holy Spirit, and go, whether the confer-
ence will pay your expenses or not."
"Go work today in my vineyard," Christ
commands. When you have done your
work in one place, go to another. Angels
of God will go with you, if you follow
the leadings of the Spirit.

To our brethren and sisters in Amer-
ica, the call must go to awake. There is
missionary work to be done in this coun-
try, as verily as in any heathen land.
When you have made your donation for
the work in foreign fields, do not stop,
thinking you have done all your duty.
You are to be a light in the world. "Let
your light so shine before men, that they
may sce your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven." Mat-
thew 5:16

There is no time to spend in frivolity.
Deny self, and dress and live simply. Re-
member that there is a message to be
borne to those who are in darkness, a
work to be done for thc Master. The
Lord will bless all who will take part in
the work of preparing a people to mect
Him in peace. We should be terribly in
earnest. Lay your plans before God. lell
Him that you desire to serve Him, give
up your desires to Him, and He will
teach you His way. I!i!

Manuscript Release 582, 3-9; Letter
314,1907, 1-7 (To Elders Daniells and
Evans, September 23, 1907)

When assailed by
temptation, look not to
circumstances or to the
weakness of self, but to
the power of the Word.
All its strength is yours.
The Desire ofAges, 123
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The Lord's Work
continued from 11

course of study. "Many will go out to
labor for the Master who have not been
able to take a regular course of study in
school. God will help these workers. They
will obtain knowledge from the higher
school." Special Testimonies, Series B,
214-215

All can become intelligent on this
subject by studying appropriate litera-
lure. "But few can take a course of train-
ing in our medical institutions. But all
can study our health literature, and be-
come intelligent on this important sub-
ject." Medical Ministry, 320. "Let our
people show that they have a living in-
terest in medical missionary work. Let
them prepare themselves for usefulness
by studying the books that have been
written for our instruction in these lines.
These books deserve much more atten-
tion and appreciation than they have re-
ceived." Testimonies, vol. 7, 63

What methods of treatment will
characterize the Lord's work? What will
be the backbone of the Lord's ministry
of healing? "There are many ways of
practicing the healing art, but there is
only one way that Heaven approves.
God's remedies are the simple agencies
of nature that will nm tax or debilitate
the system through their powerful prop-
erties. Pure air and water, cleanliness, a
propcr diet, purity of life, and a firm
trust in God are remedies for the want of
which thousands arc dying; yet these re-
medies are going out of date because
their skillful usc requires work that the
people do not appreciate. Fresh air, exer-
cise, pure water, and clean, sweet prem-
ises are within the reach of all with but
lillie expense." Testimonies, vol. 5, 443

"Pure air, sunlight, abstemiousness,
rest, exercise, proper diet, the use of
water, trust in divine power-these are
the true remedies." The Ministry of
Healing, 127. These readily available
simple remedies can be practiced and
shared by all. The essential part of the
Lord's work-<Jf the three angels' mes-
sage--is to teach obedience to the
ral laws of our being, thus giving glory
and honor to the Creator. "To make nat-
ural law plain, and to urge obedience to
it, is a work that accompanies the third
angel's message. 19norance is no excuse
now for the transgression of law."Coun-
sels all Health, 21

To do the Lord's work we must do as
He did. "Jesus came in personal contact
with men. He did not stand aloof and

apart from those who needed His help.
He entered the homes ofmen, comforted
the mourner, healed the sick, aroused the
careless, and went about doing good.
And if we fol1ow in the footsteps of
Jesus, we must do as He did. We must
give men the same kind of help that He
did." My Life Today, 227. Christ's ex-
ample must be followed. "Christ's ex·
ample must be fol1owed by those who
claim to be His children. Relieve the
physical necessities of your fellow men,
and their gratitude will break down the
barriers, and enable you to reach their
hearts." Ellen G. White Pamphlets ill the
Concordance, vol. 1,57

We are not to delay in doing the
Lord's work-the medical missionary
work that He began. "Christ is no longer
in this world in person, to go through
our cities and towns and villages, healing
the sick. He has commissioned us to
carry forward the medical missionary
work that He began; and in this work we
are to do our very best. ... I have been
instructed that we are not to delay to do
the work that needs to be done in health
reform lines." Loma Linda Messages,
384. One day, and one day soon, the
Lord's work wil1 be done.

"There will soon be an awakening
that will surprise many. Those who do
not realize the necessity of what is 10 be
done, will be passed by, and the heav-
enly messengers will work with those
who are called the common people, fit-
ting them to carry the truth to many
places. Now is the time for us to awake
and do what we can." Ibid., 83

The Lord will raise up agents to do His
will. "1 will instruct the ignorant, and
anoint with heavenly eyesalve the eyes of
many who are now in spiritual darkness. I
will raise up agents who will carry out My
wil1 to prepare a people to stand before
Me in the time of the end." Testimonies,
vol. 7, 101-102. One day, and one day
soon, the Lord's work wil1 be 5nishOO, for
His work-the medical missionary
work-will cover the whole earth "as the
waters cover the sea." "We shall sec the
mOOi","1 missionary work broadening and
deepening at every point of its progress,
beeause of the inOowing of hundreds and
thousands of streams, until the whole
earth is covered as the waters cover the
sca."MedicalMinistry, 317

If someone will one day do "the
Lord's work," why shouldn't we? If one
day "the Lord's work" will be finished,
why not now?



of the Cross
and the Weight
Truth

THE HEAVY, rough cross was laid
upon the bruised and bleeding

shoulders of Jesus, who accepted it
without complaint. Jesus was weak from
lack of food and sleep, from emotional
and physical abuse, and repeated scourg-
ings. His sufferings He patiently en-
dured from the time of His arrest
through the judicial proceedings, which
were the greatest perversion ofjustice in
all human history.

The weight of the cross was too
much for Jesus to bear in His weakened
condition. He collapsed under its bur-
den. Yet He still accepted the cross
when it was laid upon Him, even though
He was unable to carry it. Though
suffering great physical pain, Jesus
glorified God with His patience, which
did not fail.

It was not only thc physical weight
of the cross which was a burden for
Jesus. The emotional burden was equal
to-and yes, far heavier than-the
physical weight. The cross was an
strument of shame. Acts oj the Apostles,
77. It was a symbol of rejection. While
hanging on the cross, Jesus fell that His
own Father had forsaken Him. This
thought brought Him inexpressible
despair. In spite of this emotional bur-
den, Jesus still accepted the cross.

One major reason that Jesus had to
bear the cross with its physical and emo-
tional burdens and had to suffer upon it
was so that truth could triumph. The

truth about God's love for humanity.
The truth about the destructiveness of
sin. The truth about Satan's malevolent
character. The truth that mankind,
through God's grace, can fully keep the
Ten Commandments. All these truths
were made manifest and confirmed [or
ages to come at the cross. But truth could
not be vindicated without Jesus' bearing
the cross and its heavy weight.

Unfortunately, many people did
not-and still do not-want to hear and
understand truth--especially spiritual
truth which involves bearing a weighty
cross. The religious leaders of Christ's
day were foremost in rejecting Him and
the truth that He taught during His life
and by His atoning sacrifice on the cross.
if thai were not enough, these religious
leaders inlluenccd many of Il1e people to
harden their hearts against Jesus and His
truth. This rejection of Jesus by its
leaders and people led to the rejection of
the Jewish nation as God's chosen
people in A.D. 34 and to the destruction
of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. The rejection of
truth carried with it an enormous loss,
both for time and for eternity.

Since Christ's time on earth, in-
dividuals, churches, and nations

tinue to reject truth when following truth
involves accepting the weight of the
cross. There arc a number of reasons
given for rejecting truth. Perhaps these
five are the most common: (1) truth may
be inconvenient to follow, (2) truth
frequently upsets the status quo, (3)
truth may arouse opposition, (4) truth
may bring reproach, and (5) truth is
often unpopular.

As a result of truth's weighty and
frequently unsettling nature, a number
of ways have been developed to reject
truth and its claims. Some ways are
blatant and bold. Truth is rejected with
anger, hostility, and violence by persons,
groups, organizations, and governments.
Advocates of truth-particularly if it is
unpopular spiritual truth-have been
and still are beaten, jailed, tortured, and
killed. Since the death of Stephen, tens
of millions of martyrs have suffered and
died for Jesus. Many who have stood for
Jesus and the truths of the Bible have
died in the twentieth century.

Other ways of rejecting truth are
morc SUbtle, and thus more dangerous.

Patrick Hogan writes from Maugans-
ville, Maryland.

J::mu::ny 1989 0111' Firm FOllndation 27



To accept contempt and ridicule while standing
for Bible truth is difficult. It can involve
painful emotional suffering. Christ Himself
"suffered keenly under abuse and insult."

Bible truth may be verbally professed by
persons and churchcs, but ignored in thc
lives of thosc persons and in the actions
of those church organizations. The proc-
lamation o[ truth may be neglected by
individuals and even by entire
nations under the guise of "tactfulness"
or to promote "ecumenical brother-
hood." Church organizations may pro-
fess belief in certain spiritual truths and
then weakly defend, or even refuse to
defcnd, those truths when thcy arc undcr
attack [rom within or [rom without the
church organization.

A numbcr of truths believed by the
Seventh-day Adventist Church, sueh as
the Genesis account of Creation and the
binding claims of God's Ten Command-
ments, including thc seventh-day Sab-
bath, have been under attack [or many
years from without the Adventist
Church. Both the world and many pro-
fessed Christian denominations have
opposed the special truths of the Bible
which the historic Adventist faith has
upheld. This opposition, however, has
not been unexpected. Not many will ac-
ccpt truth when fOllowing that truth in-
volves accepting the weight of the
cross.

Tragically, in recent years, the spir-
itual truths upheld by the historic Ad-
ventist faith have also come under in-
creasing attack from within the Adventist
Church. As a result of these attacks, both
external and internal, many Adventist lay
members, pastors, evangelists, teachers,
and church leaders are hesitant to stand
firmly for these truths. There is equivoca-
tion among some Adventist pastors,
scholars, and teachers over the accuracy
of the account of Creation found in the
first two chapters of Genesis. Some are
even questioning the accuracy of the first
eleven chapters of Genesis. There is
equivocation at all levels in the church
over whether Chris! assumed unfaUen or
fallen human nature when He became in-
carnate. The importanc9 of God's Ten
Commandments, the seventh-day Sab-
bath, and Spirit-empowered obedience to
these truths are gradually being de-
emphasized in many Adventist pulpits,
classrooms, and church publications.

Let us consider four important spir-
itual truths, and also some of the opposi-
tion surrounding each truth. We will
learn that these truths are unpopUlar
with the world, or with the popular rc-
ligious denominations, or in some cases,
with both. In addition, these truths are
also unpopular with some members of
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the Adventist Church. Believing and
defending these truths-whether as in-
dividual Adventists or as a denomina-
tion-will involve accepting the cross
with its weight of opposition, reproach,
and unpopularity. Are Adventists-both
as individuals and as a denomination-
prepared to accept the weight of the
cross?

Creation

The Word of God opens with this
majestic truth: "In the beginning God
created the heaven and the earth." Gene-
sis 1:1. This truth is mentioned through-
out the Old and the Ncw Thstaments.
Consider these examples from the Old
Thstament. "In six days the Lord madc
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in
them is." Exodus 20:11. "I am the Lord
that maketh all things; that stretcheth
forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth
abroad the earth by myself." Isaiah
44:24. ''Ah Lord God! behold, thou hast
made the heaven and the earth by thy
great power and stretched out arm." Jer-
emiah 32:17

In the New Thstament we find state-
ments on Creation such as the follow-
ing: "Lord, thou art God, which hast
made heaven, and earth, and the sea,
and all that in them is." Acts 4:24.
"God, who created all things by Jesus
Christ." Ephesians 3:9. "Worship Him

that made heaven, and earth, and the
sea, and the fountains of waters." Rev-
elation 14:7

The truth of God's Special Creation
of the earth as taught in Genesis 1 and 2
was accepted for centuries by Christians.
The truthfulness of the account of Spe-
cial Creation, however, has been under
attack for over 125 years since Darwin
published his book The Origin of the
Species. The theory of organic evolution
captured the thinking of many in the
scientific world. It then moved on to
decply influence the educational system,

particularly the subjects of biology and
the social sciences.

Even the Christian world has not
been exempt from the influence of or-
ganic evolution. Few Christian
nations accept the Creation account in
Genesis 1 and 2 in a literal sense. Theis-
tic evolution is the result of attempts to
amalgamate the Bible's teaChings on
creation and organic evolution.

Unfortunately, the influence of the
theory of organic evolution is being felt
within the Adventist Church. Articles
have been written by some Adventist
scientists and teachers which openly
question the validity of the first two
chapters of Genesis. Attempts are being
made within the Adventist Church to
modify the Bible's teachings on Special
Creation to bring them into harmony
with the concept of organic evolution.

It is true that the biblical account of
God's Creation of the world contained
in the first and the second chapters of
Genesis is held up to contempt and scorn
by many in the secular world. The ma-
jority of worldly scientists, educators,
and intellectuals reject the Genesis ac-
count of Creation and hold to organic
evolution. Much of the professed Chris-
tian world also rejects the Bible's ac-
count of Creation. Those who believe
the Bible story of Creation as a literal,
truthful account are dismissed by the
world, many professed Christians, and

even some Adventists as "naive," "intel-
lectually shallow," or "simple-minded."

To accept contempt and ridicule
while standing for Bible truth is difficult.
It can involve painful emotional suffer-
ing. Christ Himself "suffered keenly
under abuse and insult." The Desire of
Ages, 700. This suffering is made even
more painfUl when it is brought about by
the actions and the words of professed
brothers and sisters in Christ.

Nevertheless, will Seventh-day Ad-
ventists accept the weight of the cross,
even though the weight involves receiv-



Opposition awaits those who, by their lives and
words, would vindicate God's law and the truth
that it can be obeyed through the power of the
indwelling Holy Spirit

ing coldness, contempt, and ridicule
from many in both the secular and the re-
ligious worlds (and even from some
within the Adventist Church), and stand
firmly for the truth about God's Crea-
tion of this world contained in the first
two chapters of Genesis?

The Ten Commandments

The Ten Commandments are an ex-
pression of the principle of love (The
Desire ofAges, 607) and the foundation
of God's government in heaven and on
earth. Temperance. 164. In [act. they are
representative of God Himself. The
Story ofRedemption, 183. And yet, trag-
ically, they are regarded lightly by man.

vol. 3, 161
As a result o[ the disregard of God's

commandments, wc live in a lawless age.
Crimes occur at the highest levels of
government and industry, as well as in
the streets. Criminals and criminal be-
havior are frequently glorified by the
media. The system of justice is many
times perverted through the actions of
dishonest judges and corrupt attorneys.
Murders of men, women, and children
occur with horrifying frequency.

Lawlessness is promoted by so-
called "intellectuals" and uphilosophers"
under such names as "ethical relativism"
and "situation ethics." Their corrupt phi-
losophies do away with fixed standards,
especially fixed moral and spiritual

standards. This intellectual lawlessness
excuses, justifies, and rationalizes just
about every type of crime, perversion,
and wickedness.

Unfortunately, many professed
Christians, including pastors, teachers,
and church leaders. are promoting law-
lessness. It is not uncommon to hear
from some professed Christians that the
Ten Commandments were unailed to the
cross," or even that Jesus Himself sup-
posedly "abolished the Ten Command-
ments." In a gross misrepresentation of

the teachings of Jesus and the apostle
Paul, they declare that God's grace abol-
ishes the necessity of obedience to His
Thn Commandments.
If all this were not enough, we find

an astounding situation within the
Seventh-day Adventist Church, a church
which for years has taught the binding
claims of God's Ten Commandments
and the necessity of Spirit-empowered
obedience to those Commandments. In
light of this teaching of many years, is it
not incomprehensible that many Ad-
ventist lay people, pastors, teachers,
seholars, theologians, and church leaders
are claiming "that you cannot keep the
law? or that you don't need to keep the
law? or that it is even legalistic to try to
keep the law? What an abomination to
admit tcachers of (lawlessness' within
the precincts of God's remnant church!"
Marshall Grosboll, Our Firm Founda-
lion, October 1987, 17

"In His divine plan of salvation, God
gave His only begotten Son, that every
voice may be silent upon the point that it
is not possible [or humanity to keep the
law o[ God." Review and Herald, vol. 3,
628

Please remember one vital point: If
the Ten Commandments could have
been abolished, or allered to accommo-
date man's sinful condition, then Jesus
did not need to come to earth and to
sacrifice His lire on the cross. The claim
that the death of Jesus abolished God's

Ten Commandments comes from Satan,
not from God. The Desire ofAges, 762-
763

"Satan declared that it was impos-
sible for the sons and daughters of Adam
to kcep the law of God.... Men who are
under the control of Satan repeat these
accusations against God, in asserting
that men cannol keep the law of God."
Signs ofthe Times, vol. 3, 264
If there are any lingering questions

about the relationship of Jesus to the Ten
Commandments, leI us refer to His own

words. InMatthew 5:17 He stated, "Think
not that I am come to destroy the law or
the prophets: I am not come to destroy,
but to fulfill." (Read Matthew 5:17-28). In
Matthew 19:17 Jesus told the rich young
ruler, ''If thou will enter into life, kcep the
commandments," and in verses 18 and 19
He mentioned sevcral of the Thn Com-
mandments. Jesus, in His actions and His
words, honored the Ten Commandments
throughout His lire on eanh.

In these closing hours of earth's his-
tory, multitudes are opposed to keeping
God's commandments. This is true both
of worldlings and of many professed
Christians. Opposition awaits those
who, by their lives and words, would
vindicate God's law and the truth that it
can be obeyed through the power of the
indwelling Holy Spirit. And that opposi-
tion will come, not jusl from worldlings
and professed Christians, but also [rom
many Seventh-day Adventists who
believe the errors and falsehoods o[
modern theology which teach that God's
law cannot be kept perfectly in this life.

Nevertheless, will Seventh-day Ad-
ventists accept the weight of the cross,
even though the weight involves receiv-
ing opposition and rejection from the
secular world, the professed Christian
world, and even deceived Adventists,
and stand [or the truth about the per-
petuity of God's Ten Commandments,
their binding claims on humanity, and
live out those claims through the power
of the Holy Spirit?

The Sabbath

The seventh-day Sabbath, along with
the institution of marriage, is one of
God's two gifts which He gave mankind
in the Garden of Eden. God re-empha-
sized the Sabbath when He wrote with
His own finger the Ten Commandments
on two tables of stone which He gave
Moses at Mt. Sinai. The fourth com-
mandment (Exodus 20:8-11) on theSab-
bath and its observance is the command-
ment which identifies God as the Giver
of the law, and also points back to the ac-
count of God's Creation of the world
conlained in the first two chapters of
Genesis. Jesus kept the Sabbath when
He came to earth. (See Matthew 12:1-
12; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 4:16; 6:1-10)
According to Isaiah 66:23, the Sabbath
will be kept in the new earth.

The seventh-day Sabbath is a major
Bible truth. Yet few Bible truths have
been subjected to more vicious allacks
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The rejection of the historical school of
prophecy by the majority of Protestants has
helped produce an ecumenical attitude toward
the Roman Catholic Church

from professed followers of Christ and
from professed Christian churches than
the Sabbath truth. Pamphlets, tracts, and
even entire I:xxJks have been written by
individuals and also church denomina-
tions in order to allack the biblical truth
of the seventh-day Sabbath.

There have been a number of flimsy
excuses and rationalizations advanced for
ignoring the Bible truth of the seventh-
day Sabbath. For example, claims are put
forth that the Sabbath is "for Jews only."
Was Adam a Jew? It is stated that the Sab-
bath "cannot be kept on a round world."
One can only wonder why such ridicu-
lous excuses are not applied to the other
nine commandments.

People who have accepted the trulh
about the sevenlh-day Sabbath and who
conscientiously observe it have been
maligned. Sabbath observers have been
attacked by some professed Christians as
"Judaizcrs," "legalists," and "despisers of
the gospel of grace."

Tragically, during earth's final hours,
lawlessness will abound, not only in the
secular world, but far worse, even within
the professed Christian world. The rejec-
tion of God's Thn Commandments will bc
emphasized by the rejection of the
seventh-day Sabbath by most of mankind.
A sizeable portion of the professed Chris-
tian world, urged on by deceived pastors,
tcachers, and wrilers, will reject the
seventh-day Sabbath. Eventually laws
will be enacted in this country and around
the world to exalt the first day of the week
and to penalize those who observe the
Sabbath. Savage, violent opposition will
meet those Christians who honor God and
all of His Ten Commandments, inclUding
the fourth.

Nevertheless, will Seventh-day Ad-
ventisls aeeept the weight of the cross,
even though such weight involves receiv-
ing persecution from the professed
Christian world, as well as the secular
world (and also from many apostate Ad-
ventists who forsake God, His law, and
His people during this time), and stand
for the truth about the seventh-day Sab-
balh as God's true holy day and His seal?

The Antichrist and the Beast

During the Protestant Reformation,
the Reformers identified the Roman
Calholic Church as the antichrist, lhe
beast power, the little horn, the man of
sin, the mother of harlots, and other de-
scriptions taken from the prophetic por-
tions of the Bible, notably from the books
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of Daniel and the Revelation. The Re-
formers developed a system of prophetic
interpretation which came to be known as
the historical school of prophecy.

As a diversionary tactic to focus at-
tention away [rom the Reformers' idcn-
tmcalion of the Papacy as the antichrist
and the beast power described in proph-
ecy, two Jesuit scholars developed pro-
phetic interpretations which, although
mutually exclusive, turned many peo-
ple's minds from accepting the Papacy
as the fulfillment of prophecies regard-
ing the antichrisl.

The Jesuit Alcazar created the pret-
erist school of prophetic interpretation
[which teaches that the prophecies of the
Apocalypse have already been fulfilled]
in an anempt to show that the prophe-
cies regarding the antichrist and the
beast were fulfilled before the time of
the popes. Alcazar's theory declared the
prophecies in Revelation were "fulfilled
in the downfall of the jewish nation and
in the overthrow o( pagan Rome." He
also made Nero the antichrisl. The Pro-
phetic Faith ofOlir Fathers, vol. 2, 506-
507. This school ofprophelic interpreta-
tion generally has been accepled by the
mainline Protestant denominations.

The Jesuil Francisco Ribera devel-
oped the futurist school of prophecy
which claims that the prophecies of Rev-
elation will be fulfilled at the end of time
by some future supernatural individual.
According to Ribera's theory, the an-
tichrist will reign [or a literal three and
one-half years before the Second Advent
and will make war against the saints. "He
(Ribera) taught that Antichrist would be
a single individual, who would rebuild
lhe temple in Jerusalem, abolish the
Christian religion, deny Christ, be re-
ceived by the Jews, pretend to be God,
and conquer the world-and all this in
the brief space of three and one-half lit-
eral years!" Ibid., 489-490

The futurist school of prophetic in-
terpretation was adopted by some Prot-

estants during the nineteenth century.
The publication of the Scofield Bible
greally aided ilS spread and acceptance
wilhin the United States. With the addi-
tion of the so-called "secret rapture"
theory, futurism has become the gener-
ally accepted system of prophetic inter-
pretation among cvangelieal and fun-
damentalist Protestants.

(For further information about the
origins of the prcterist and the futurisl
schools of prophetic interpretation, con-
sult LeRoy Froom's The Prophetic Foith
ofO"r Fathers, vol. 2)

Protestantism's acceptanee of these
two conflicting, Jesuit-created theories
has

1. Shielded the Papacy from detection
as the antichrist described by Paul, lhe
linle-horn power described by Daniel, and
lhe beast power described by John.

2. Allowed the inOuenee and power
of the Papacy to grow throughout the
world, especially in the news media,
among government leaders, and in the
Prolestant world.

3. Resulted in the rejeclion oflhe his-
torical school of prophecy by the major-
ity of leaders, pastors, scholars, teachers,
and lay people in the Proteslanl world.

The rejection of the historical school
of prophecy by the majority ofProtestants
has helped produce an ecumenical anitude
toward the Roman Catholic Church. As a
consequenee of this anitude, it is con-
sidered "bigoted," "malicious," and "in-
tolerant" to preach about the Papacy as the
fulfillment of Bible prophecies of the an-
tichrist and the beasl power.

This ecumenical attitude toward Ro-
man Catholicism has produced some seri-
ous changes within the Adventist Church.
Some Adventist pastors and evangelists
refuse to preach on the beast and his mark.
Sermons on the importance of coming out
of Babylon-which includes the Protes-
tant churches-are becoming a rarity in
the Adventist world. Articles on the an-
tiChrist, the beast, the seal of God, the



mark of the beast, and Babylon seldom
appear in official Adventist publications.
About eleven years ago, an Adventist
leader gave the late Pope Paul VIa church
medallion.

In this age of "ccumcnisffi," "liberal-
ity," and "broadmindedncss," it will not
be popular for Adventists to present the
straight truth about the Roman Catholic
system being the fulfillment of Bible
prophecy. Adventists cannot preach the
straight testimony regarding the anti-
christ and the beast power and expect to
receive applause from the Roman Cath-
olic Church, the majority of Protestant
churches, or the world. Nor can Advent-
ists sound the second angel's message
warning people about Babylon and ex-
pect to receive praise from the professed
PrOICSlant world.

Nevertheless, will Seventh-day Ad-
ventists accept the weight of the cross,
even though the weight involves hatred,
opposition, and persecution from many
Catholics, Protestants, and worldlings,
and stand for and preach the truth of the
Bible prophecies regarding the antichrist

and the beast power, and the necessity of
coming out of Babylon?

The Weight or Truth's Cross

These four biblical truths presented
in this article have been used 10 illustrate
the connection between truth and the
weight of the cross. The more incon-
venienll0 follow, or unpopular the bibli-
cal truth, the heavier will be the weight
of the cross in accepting that truth. The
more boldly and plainly unpopular bibli-
cal truth is proclaimed, the morc heavily
the weight of the cross in the form ofop-
position and persecution will rest upon
those who faithfully proclaim it.

Seventh-day Adventists cannot honor
God by faithfully and forthrightly pro-
claiming the plain truths contained in the
Bible and expect to have the praise of
either the secular or the religious worlds.
And it is dishonoring 10 God and His
truth for Adventists to mume the proc-
lamation of any of that truth for any rca-
son, especially to obtain the favor of the
world. Furthermore, the mufOing of the

proclamation of God's truth is an ex-
tremely serious matter which will result
in the Lord's being unable to pour out
His fullest blessing and power on the Ad-
ventist Church. It would be well to con-
sider the words of the apostle Paul, "For
do I now persuade men, or God? or do I
seek to please men? for if I yet pleased
men, I should not be the servant of
Christ." Galatians 1:10

Let all Seventh-day Adventists-lay
people, pastors, teachers, evangelists,
administrators, and church leaders-de-
tennine that in the power and through
the strength of God we will stand firmly
for biblical truth-especially that bibli-
cal truth which is unpopular with the
secular and rcligious worlds-and ac-
cept thc cross with its weight of opposi-
tion and even persecution. When we do
thiS, we will be walking in the narrow
path with Jesus. And when the fight is
over, we will hear these wonderful
words from Jesus, "Well donc, thou
good and faithful servant ... enter thou
into the joy of thy Lord." Matthew
25:21 I!!!

Life Abundant Missionary Institute
40416123rd Ave. Ct. East, Eatonville, WA 98328 (206) 832-6602

"At baptism, in the name of Ihe Falher, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost we were set apart to engage in the very
work that Christ camc to the world to do.What was He? In the highest sense He was a missionary, and He was a healing

missionary." Review andHerald, vol. 4, 369

We currently offer the gospel worker three training programs that provide valuable
instruction and experience.

» Colporteur Training - Four days' intensive training and practice for anyone interested in working part-
time or full-time as a self-supporting literature evangelist.

» Home Health Instructor - A three-months' training program for those interested in combining medical
missionary work with their literature evangelism.

» Lifestyle Instructor - A six-months' program for those who want to receive training as a lay Bible
worker/evangelist after they have completed the Home Health Instructor course.

» Beginning dates for all three programs are
Monday, January 23, 1989
Monday, May 22,1989
Monday, September 18, 1989

» IMPORTANT! - So that we may serve you better, please notify us in advance of your intention to enroll
in any of the programs. Write today for more information.
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"become the sons of God."
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