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Editorial

THE DEVIL IS the master counter-
feiter. For everything that God has

done,the devil has a counterfeit. He has
counterfeited the righteousness of
Christ and has presented to the church
in all ages the idea that one can be saved
in sin, instead of (rom sin.1
He has come down to the world

and the church roaring like a ravening
lion because he has but a short time.
See Revelation 12:12. Let us beware.
He is angry with the church, the faith-
ful, loyal and obedient, because they
keep the commandments perfectly and
believe and follow the Spirit of Proph-
ecy perfectly. See Revelation 12:17
"He [Satan1 is now preparing for

his last campaign against the church.
All who seek to follow Jesus will be
brought into conflict with this relent-
less foe. The more nearly the Christian
imitates the divine Pattern, the more
surely will he make himself a mark for
the allaeks of Satan." 771e Great COIl-
troversy, 510

The Laodicean condition is stran-
gling the church today. We know not
that we are blind and naked. We feel
that we arc increased in goods and
have need of nothing-we believe we
are all right when we are all wrong2

"I was shown that a most solemn
work is before us. Its importance and
magnitude are not reahzed. As I marked
the indifference which was everywhere
apparent, I was alarmed for ministers
and people. There seemed to be a paral-
ysis upon the cause of present trulh. The
work of God seemed stayed. Ministers
and people are unprepared for the time
in which they live, and nearly aU who
profess to bclieve present truth are un-
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prepared to understand the work of pre-
paration for this time. In their present
state ofworldly ambition, with their lack
of consecration to God, their devotion
to self, they are wholly unfitted to re-
ccive the laltcr rain and, having done aU,
to stand. against the wrath of Satan, who
by his inventions would cause them to
make shipwreck of faith, fastening upon
them some pleasing self-deception.
They think they are aU right when they
are all wrong." Testimonies, vol. 1,466
The Laodicean is satislied with

himself; he believes he can be saved in
sin, that it is impossible to overcome.
Again Ellen White speaks to us:

"Those only who through faith in
Christ obey all of God's command-
ments will reach the condition of sin-
lessness in which Adam lived before
his transgression. They testify to their
love of Christ by obeying all His pre-
cepts." The Sevellth-day Advelltist
Bible Commelltary, vol. 6, 1118

Let us remember Jesus is our only
example: "This example is given us that
we may know the possibililies1 the
heights we may reach in and through
Christ. The standard He presents is
perfection in Him, and through His
merits we may altain to it. We come
short because we are content to look at
carthly things rather than at heavenly."
77lQtl May KJlow Him,1I7

How do we reach this great stand-
ard of rightcousness? "Everything de-
pends on the right action of the will.
The power of choice God has given to
men; it is theirs to exercise. You can-
not change your heart, you cannot of
yourself give to God its affections; but
you can choose to serve Him. You can
give Him your will; He will then work
in you to will and to do according to
His good pleasure. Thus your whole
nature will be brought under the con-
trol of the Spirit of Christ; your affec-
tions will be centered upon Him, your
thoughts will be in harmony with Him."
Steps to Christ, 473

When we are willing to be made
willing to serve God, we are clothed by
the garment of Christ's righteousness.
"By His perfect obedience He has
made it possible for every human being
to obey God's commandments. When
we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart
is united with His heart, the will is
merged in His will, the mind becomes
one with His mind, the thoughts arc
brought into captivity to Him; we live
His life. This is what it means to be
clothed with the garment of His right-
eousness. Then as the Lord looks upon
us He sees, not the fig-leafgarment, not
the nakedness and deformity of sin, but
His own robe of righteousness, which is
perfect obedience to the law of Je-
hovah." Christ'S Object Lessolls, 312

Christ draws us to the cross that He
may create us anew. "As the sinner,
drawn by the power of Christ, ap-
proaches the uplifted cross, and pros-
trates himself before it, there is a new
creation. A new heart is given him. He
becomes a new creature in Christ
Jesus. Holiness linds that it has noth-
ing morc to require." Ibid., 163
Then let us spend a thoughtful hour

each day on the life of Christ, especially
the elosing scenes. "It would be well for
us to spend a thoughtful hour each day
in contemplation of the life of Christ.
We should take it point by point, and
let the imagination grasp each scene,
especially the elosing ones. As we thus
dwell upon His great sacrifice for us,
our confidence in Him will be more
constant, our love will be quickened,
and we shall be more deeply imbued
with His spirit. Ifwe would be saved at
last, we must learn the lesson of peni-
tence and humiliation at the foot of the
cross." 77w Desire ofAges, 83 Ii!!

RON SPEAR- EDITOR

1SeeMatthew 1:21; The Great Controversy, 489
2See Testimonies, vol. 3, 351-352
3SCC Testimonies, vol. 5, 513-514
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As WE APPROACH the end of
our six-thousand year sojourn

upon this wicked planet, an omnipotent
hand of providence is opening a door to
a lost corridor of Christian history. The
historical evidences of the glorious lwri-
tage of God's remnant church, recenLly
discovered in the last few hundred
years, are making it possible for
Seventh-day Adventists to beccme the
exclusive agents for hastening the com-
ing of Christ and ushering in eternity.
It was in the year 1625; the Jesuits

had infiltrated the fabric of the
Chinese cultured classes, when a sen-
sational discovery was made. A large
monument stone (pictured above) in-
scribed with nineteen-hundred
Chinese characters, and fifty Syrian
words, was unearthed just outside the
walls ofChangan, the ancient capital of
the Tang dynasty. The news of this dis-
covery caused a bustle of excitement in

The
History
of the
Sabbath

the ancient metropolitan city, and
thousands were eager to know what in-
formation about their cultural heritage
was hidden in the writing.
The Jesuits, regarded as the teach-

ers and scholars, were immediately
summoned to decipher the inscrip-
tions. To the astonishment of these
haughty priests, there before their eyes
was a description of the prestigious
position and vast extent of the seventh-
day Sabbathkeeping Christian church
of the East of a millennium before!
The ancient Chinese characters

were inscribed in A.D. 781, at the com-
mand of Emperor Tae-Tsung to honor
the arrival of an Assyrian missionary
and his companions to the capitol in the
year A.D. 635 from Ta Tsin, or Judea.
The stone revealed beliefs and prac-
tices of the primitive Christian church,
which were unrelated to and out ofhar-
mony with the Roman Catholic bclicfs.

One of the passages reads:
"On the Seventh Daywe offer sacri-

fices after having purified our hearts
and received absolution from our sins.
This religion, so perfect and so excel-
lent, is difficult to name, but it enlight-
ens darkness by its brilliant precepts."
In a state of shock, the Jesuits, and

the Mandarins, a class of scholarly re-
ligious Chinese rulers, worked to alter
the Chinese characters to reflect the
Catholic doctrines, for if the expectant
population were to learn what the
stone really said, it would greatly dam-
age their bcliefs in the Catholic doc-
trines, and diminish the influence of
the Mandarins.
But something very different from

the expected resulted.
Today, after carefully comparing

the known facts of history with an ex-
amination of the historical and doctri-
nal facts written on the stone, a fraud is
obvious.
The Changan Monument, or the

"speaking stone," as it is called, is con-
sidered to be as important a find as the
Rosella Stone, for it had the inscrip-
tions in more than one language. The
truth was preserved because the Jes-
uits were not able to read the inscrip-
tion written in Syrian.
From the reading of the stone

today, two irrefutable facts of history
quickly become obvious:

One: that ancient Sabbathkeeping
Christianity had been very prominent
and extensive throughout the Orient as
late as the eighth and ninth centuries.
Two: wherever the influence of the

Roman Catholic Jesuit priests ex-
tended, they systematically destroyed
and falsified the true records of Chris-
tian history.

James Arrabito, free-lance artist and
lay evangelist, writes from Angwin,
California
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for
Christ

inaccessible historical frontiers - the
hostile Taklamakan desert of central
Asia. Uncovered evidence of another
lost civilization was found there.
In 1904, Albert von Ie Coq (of the

Ethnological Museum of West Berlin)
was exploring the remains of the de-
serted ancient city of Karakhoja in the
Turfan depression of the Taklamakan.
There he discovered an ancient Syrian
church with a Byzantine-style mural,
depicting a Christian assembly. Fol-
lowing this shocking revelation, he dis-

covered in the lost city of Shui-Pang a
number of early Christian manuscripts,
including fragments of the Gospel of
Matthew.

More amazing discoveries were
made in 1907 by Sir Aurel Stein of the
British Museum. While exploring the
two-hundred-year-old remains of
Miram, south ofTurfan in the southern
part of the Lop-Nor desert, he dis-
covered within what appeared to be a
Buddhisl temple, a series of magnifi-
cent murals, including a beautiful clas-
sical depiction of winged angels,
created in a Syrian artistic style. Stein
later wrote in his memoirs, "During the
next few days, I often felt tempted to
believe myself to be rather among the
ruins of some villa in Syria."
Also in 1907, professor Paul Pelliot

of France, following up Stein's descrip-
tion of an ancient library in a long-
forgotten Buddhist monastery in Tun
huange (known as "The Cave of the
Thousand Buddhas"), discovered
among the collection of si>.1y-thousand
books, banners and scrolls spanning
1200 years, an ancient Nestorian
Gospel of St. John.
These, and other evidences of the

activities of these evangelistic Sabbath-

In every age there were witnesses
God-men who cherished faith In
as the only mediator between God and

held the Bible as the only rule of
and hallowed the true Sabbath

man,
fa ith,

the 1860s the Marquis de Vogue began
archaeological expeditions into the
neighborhood of Antioch in northern
Syria. And, later, at the turn of the cen-
tury, a number of American expedi-
tions entered the same areas. Full evi-
dence was uncovered of a lost Christian
civilization. Of the estimated seven-
hundred Sabbathkeeping Christian
communities, about one hundred have
been identified. The quality of preser-
vation has been compared to that of
Herculaneum and Pompeii in southern

Italy, which are the best-preserved
ruins of the ancient Roman world.
The original artistic style, intelli-

gent layout, and advanced degree of
architectural skill displayed in these
"dead cities of Syria," were far ahead
of their time, and revealed that the
Sabbathkecpers had attained what is
now considered to be one of the high-
est intellectual cultures on earth, at a
time when northern Europeans were
living in huts and using animal skins for
doors and windows. These magnificent
cities, which were populated by a large
number of the well-to-do middle class,
enriched by the abundant silk-road
trade, were abandoned at the time of
the Arab conquests. Providence had
moved to seatter them among the na-
lions of the East.
This fact is made evident when the

myslerious hidden door of providence
thaI has veiled lhe Sabbalhkeeping
church through the centuries was
opened a lillIe wider.

While the mysteries of northern
Syria were being revealed to an excited
scientific world, the beginning of the
twentieth century also found a number
of adventurous Europeans and Ameri-
cans exploring one of the world's most

As the night of the Dark Ages be-
gan to fade in the light of the nine-
teenth century, the moving of God's
hand was shown in another discovery.
Two renowned British scholars, the
Right Reverend Dr. Graves, the bish-
op of Limerick and a pillar in the
Anglo-Irish Church, and Sir Samucl
Fergusson, distinguished lawyer and
counsel to the Queen of England, pre-
sented their discoveries to an aston-
ished British intellectual community.
These gentlemen proved that the

ancient CelLic Ogam writings dis-
covered on tombs and ancient temples
in Ireland and Scotland were /lOC writ-
ings of later centuries, but were in fact
related to, and predated, ancient La-
tin. These and other startling discover-
ies revealed that the primitive seventh-
day Sabbathkeeping CelLic church
originated during the Roman occupa-
tion of Britain, and that the retreats of
the Irish monks had been the last bas-
tion of classical knowledge in the west-
ern world, when the rest of the world
had collapsed into barbarism, and
papal superstition.
A search for morc evidence was

precipitated, resulting in the uncover-
ing of previously unknown manuscripts
from the dusty shelves of Trinity Col-
lege in Dublin, and other libraries on
the continent. Many of these volumes
were decorated in a lavish and beauti-
ful Romanesque variant of so-called
Gothic lellering, inlaid with jewels,
bound in gold; the most beautiful
books the world had ever seen, and all
composed in either the old Irish or the
Latin languages.

Because of the impact of these dis-
coveries upon Britain and Europe, the
Irish and Scots, formcrly viewed with
disdain, were now looked upon with a
mystical reverence. Their early Chris-
tian heritage, which included the
seventh-day Sabbathkeeping church of
Patrick, Colomba, and their brethren,
has now been heralded by scholars as
the savior of western civilization from
the hundreds of years of darkness of
degenerate pagan and papal illiteracy
and superstition.
About fifty years had passed when

another discovery opened to view a
little more of our precious heritage. In
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Millions of faithful saints, living and
sleeping, await the glorious resurrection
day at the second coming of Jesus, which
will close the work that the remnant
church has had entrusted to it by God

keeping Christians of the East, can be
traced through Persia, India, Turke-
stan, Mongolia, China, Japan, the Is-
lands of Asia, and the Middle East,
where their genius as theologians, lin-
guists, scientists, physicians, architects,
and educators, has now been shown to
be largely responsible for the diffusion
of many branches of knowledge in the
first thousand years of the Christian
Era.
These few incidents are only a sam-

ple of the mounting documentation
that form the pieces of a grand puzzle,
which reveals a glorious picture of OUf
Sabbath heritage. They justify and
make more evident the pertinent posi-
tion and purpose of the Seventh-day
Adventist faith in the midst of the con-
fusing milieu of the Christian denomi-
nations of today.
In light of this increasing evidence

about our heritage, the following two
statements take on special signifi-
cance.
"In the days of the apostles the

Christian believers were filled with
earnestness and enthusiasm. So untir-
ingly did they labor for their Master,
that in a comparatively short time, not-
withstanding fierce opposition, the
gospel of the kingdom was sounded to
all the inhabited parts of the earth."
77le Acts ofthe Apostles, 578
"In every age there were witnesses

for God - men who cherished faith in
Christ as the only mediator between
God and man, who held the Bible as
the only rule of life, and who hallowed
the true Sabbath. How much the world
owes to these men, posterity will never
know." 77le Great COl/troversy, 61
Not only were the Celtic, Walden-

sian, and Eastern Sabbathkeepers the
prime architects and preservers of
both western and eastern civilizations,
but to their endurance, sacrifice, and
examples, the Seventh-day Adventists
are deeply indebted. We are the rem-
nant of this grand worldwide move-
ment of God's providential leading to
fully restore the knowledge of apos-
tolic truths to the world.
On us the most solemn obligation

of all the Sabbathkeeping bodies rests;
the carrying of the banners of truth tri-
umphantly through the final confronta-
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tion between Christ and Satan and on
into eternity. Millions of faithful saints
living and sleeping await the glorious
resurrection day at the second coming
of Jesus, which will close the work that
the remnant church has had entrusted
to it by God.
"And they that shall be of thee shall

build up the old waste places: thou
shalt raise up the foundations of many
generations: and thou shalt be called,
The repairer of the breach, The re-
storer of paths to dwell in. If thou turn

away thy foot from the sabbath, from
doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and
call the sabbath a delight, the holy of
the Lord honourable, and shalt honor
him, not doing thine own ways, nor
finding thine own pleasure, nor speak-
ing thine own words: then shalt thou
delight thyself in the Lord; and I will
cause thee to ride upon the high places
of the earth, and feed thee with the
heritage of Jacob thy father; for the
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it."
Isaiah 58:12-14
The Sabbathkeeping Christians of

history had a tremendous impact on
the cultures of which they were a part,
and played a very significant role in
history. Because they were a part of
virtually every country and race, the
presentation of their history arouses an
overwhelming response among Chris-
tians, Jews, Moslems, and those of
eastern religions.
The Sabbath in its role in history,

and in the future as well, has served not
only as an identifying sign of God's
remnant people, but may also be the
precious key for unlocking the preju-
diced hearts of millions in every nation.
U771e Sabbath connected with the mes-
sage a/the third angel alld the testimony

of JeSIlS - the whole takell together-
cannot be overthrown. TIley have a pow-
er alld force which affects alld cOllvicts
the III/believer al/d iI/fidel alld bril/gs
them alit with strellgth to stalld alld live
alld grow and flourish." Manuscript 3,
1862, 4-5; Manuscript Release 324, 6;
see Testimollies vol. 1, 337
We have seen the results of the pre-

sentation of these truths on the lives of
many, and we long to finish producing
the topic in a form which can be scat-
tered around the world. I found en-

couragement in the experience of an
Australian businessman, who, upon dis-
covering that almost everyone in the civ-
ilized world either owns or has access to
video recorders, purchased a video
camera and began recording American
evangelists to present to his Australian
brethren. As a result of his faithful work,
this one man has been credited with
bringing more souls to the Lord than all
other groups in Australia combined.

It is absolutely clear that videotape
can go where other means and people
cannot go. It is our aim to finish the
production of a documentary video-
tape portraying, for the benefit of the
non-Adventist, the history and pur-
pose of the Sabbathkeeping Christians
from their roots in apostolic times to
the glorious triumph at Jesus' second
corning.
Since the beginning of this project,

we have seen many evidences of God's
providence. In answer to prayer, much
of the needed equipment has been ob-
tained; we have traveled over the Brit-
ish Isles, the Waldensian mountains,
Greece, Rome, Turkey, Armenia,
Egypt, and other countries, collecting
video and photographic evidence of
the early church. Many books, old and



new, have been placed in our hands;
men experienced in video technology,
iUustration, music, sound, photogra-
phy, and evangelism, have offered to
help with their expertise.
The last of the important photo-

graphic evidence yet to be obtained is
in Syria, Ethiopia, India, Japan, Clllna,
and Russia. At present our plans are
laid OU'. to go to the necessary locations
in each of these countries in the near
future.
Once we finish gathering the foot-

age, then we will begin the editing
process, although at present we still
lack several pieces of the equipment
needed to edit the production. If funds
become available, so that the plans can
proceed unimpeded, and God sees fit
for us to put full time into this project,
then the production can be finished in
early 1989.

Academy Update

In last month's magazine we men-
tioned the possibility of a new second-
ary-level sehOul program in the Pacilic
Northwest. There have been some very
busy people since then, and plans are
now set for the opening of Country
Haven Academy, near Pasco, Wash-
ington.
The physical plant of the school is

simple, but sufficiently developed to
provide for a full work/study program
including greenhouse and market gar-
den industries. With a newly formed
board of experienced eduealors and
workers in the cause of God, we have
confidence that this program will
prove a blessing to many young people
seeking a training for service. Because
of the necessary work of bringing to-
gether a staff and making final ar-
rangcmcnts, the school will begin a
little later than normal this year. Reg-
istration is scheduled for September
25. Those interested in attending

Frankly, our present need is financ-
ing. Producing a video program of high
enough technical quality to be aired on
commercial or satellite stations, and
for duplication, is eA1remely expensive.
But God has the means through many
hands to finish His work, and the part
that this project will fill, alld what it has
already dOlle, has been a tremendous
encouragement and testimony. We
would ask you to praycrfully consider
being a part of this project through
your contributions, helping to finish
this great work God has called each
one of us to do, to call the attention of
the people in the world to the breach in
God's law, before it is forever too late.
Wc long for Jesus to come, for the

misery of this world to come to an end,
and to sec our family and God's family
ascending to the sea of glass. Millions
arc going to Christless graves as new

Bulletin Board

Country Haven should write or call as
soon as possible to receive an applica-
tion form and financial information.
The address is Country Haven Acad-
emy, 510 Country Haven Loop, Pasco,
WA 99301; (509) 266-4422.

Overseas Literature Fund

We oftcn receive requcsts from
such countries as Ghana, Fiji, India,
Kenya, and a host of others, all asking
that - if possible - they be sent reading
material to help them understand the
plan ofsalvation. To be honest, wewere
a bit skeptical at lirst. In many lhird-
world countries a book or magazine
from some foreign country is at least a
status symbol and may sometimes be a
source of revenue on the black market.
Naturally, we were not interested in
fostering this sort of thing.
At the same time, who can turn a

deaf car to a sincere request for help?
And who has the wisdom to tell the
sincere from the insincere? A lillIe

wars begin and nourish, alld the suffer-
illg of God cOlltillues. We feel deeply
rcsponsible for this misery, for we all
can see where we have not done all
that we could to bring it to an end, and
the second coming of Jesus closer. We
long to reach out to more people with
the wonderful truths that we know.
Through this documentary, which

is to be translated into different lan-
guages, the Sabbath will be brought to
millions in the western hemisphere,
Europc, Asia, and Australia. Already,
several organizations have asked to
distribute the finished video.

For morc information, or if you
would like to help, write or call me.
Phone: (707) 965-2786 / 2512. Write:
James Arrabito, Box 205, Angwin, CA
94508. iii

checking with persons familiar with thc
situation in some of these countries has
convinced us that there is a need. One
quick example is the Conference Min-
isterial Director who read a reference
from COl/llsel 011 Diet alld Foods in the
magazine, and wrote to lind out where
he might obtain this volume by Ellen
White which he had not heard of
before.

As a partial response to this need,
we have been setting aside our slightly
damaged books and magazines to be
shipped free of charge to those writing
in from foreign countries. We are cer-
tain this has been a blcssing to the ones
who have received these materials, but
we feci we should somchow accomplish
more along this line. But thcre are ex-
penses. Shipping alone becomes a seri-
ous consideration on a project like this.
Ifyou would likc to help with the cost of
materials and shipping, please send in
your donation clearly marked, "Over-
seas Lilerature." Someone, somewhere,
will appreciate your gift very much.
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Ralph Larson, retired pastor, last
servcd as dean of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Theological Seminary, Far East.

formal procedure of being submitted
to the General Conference for ap-
proval that would have made them "of-
ficial," but the first has had a very large
influence both within and outside the
church, and the second will probably
have a similarly large influence.
Between these two books lie thirty-

one years of Seventh-day Adventist
history that could be appropriately de-
scribed as wandcring in the wilderness
of confusion.
Let us consider the picture in its

context. From the time of the Refor-
mation until the present there have
been two major schools of theological
opinion among Protestants. The first,
rather loosely called Calvinistic, has in-
cluded the Presbyterian Churches, the
Reformed Churches, and most of
those churches that now call them-
selves "Evangelicals." Its adherents
trace their spiritual heritage back to
Calvin and Luther, and ultimately to
Augustine.
The other school, called Arminian,

traces its spiritual heritage back
through the Wesleys and Methodism,
the theologian Arminius of Holland,
the Anabaptists, Erasmus, and others.
One of its major representatives in
North America has been the Seventh-
day Adventist Church.
Tensions between the two schools

of theological opinion have revolved
around their principal doctrinal posi-
tions, as illustrated by the brief and
simplified outline in the box.
The particular and specific tension

between Seventh-day Adventist (Ar-
minian) theology and Calvinistic the-
ology surfaced briefly during and after
the Minneapolis confcrence of 18881
and reached a climax in the 1950s. At
that time a Calvinistic scholar named
Walter Martin had been writing a ser-
ies of carefully researched studies of
"cults." He had published books about

A Thle of
Two Books:

Will This Be the End of an Era?

T HERE THEY ARE. Look them
over. Do not, by any means, un-

derestimate their significance.
The first, Questions 011 Doctrine,

may already be on your library shelf.
The second, Sevellth-day Advelltists
Believe, certainly should be there. If it
is not, hurry to your nearest Adventist
Book Center and secure a copy. The
price (probably subsidized) is fantas-
tic- $4.95. It is the book bargain of the
year. It is designed to be used in con-
nection with our Sabbath school quar-

terlies during the last two quarters of
1988.

Sevellth-day Advelltists Allswer
Questiolls 011 Doctrillewas published in
1957; Sevellth-day Advelltists Believe
was published in 1988. Both are ex-
planatory descriptions of our doc-
trines. Both were prepared by chosen
writers who worked in collaboration
with exceptionally large committees.
Both·were sponsored by the Ministe-
rial Association of the General Con-
fcrence. Neither was put through the

Ralph Larson
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the Christian Scientists, the Jehovnh's
Witnesses, and the Mormons. He now
proposed to prepare a volume about
Seventh-day Adventists, and requested
co-operation from our world leader-
ship in Washington, D.C. After some
hesitation our leaders granted his re-
quest. A small committee met with him
rather frequently for theological dis-
cussions.
There were some positive results

from these conferences. Dr. Martin
came to recognize that much of the in-
formation being circulated by Protes-
tants about our church and its beliefs
was not accurate, and he endeavored
to bring about corrections.
Other results of the conferences

were less positive. Apparently, for
whatever reasoD l our brethren felt that
one of the tenets most likely to con-
vince Dr. Martin that we are not a
"cult" would be to supply him with a
statement that we had always believed,
like Martin and his Calvinistic col-
leagues, that our Lord Jesus Christ had
come to this earth in the human nature
of the unfallen Adam.
Exhaustive research has now estab-

lished beyond question that our
Seventh-dayAdventist pioneers, includ-
ing Ellen White, were during the one-
hundred-year period 1852-1952 fIrmly
comnUtted to the position that Christ
came to this earth in the human nature
of fallen man, because that was the only
way that He could accomplish the re-
demption of fallen man.2 In our pre-

viously published research volume, 771e
Word Was Made Flesh, the authors have
set forth a total of one-thousand two-
hundred statements by Seventh-day
Adventist leaders that were published
in books and magazjnes during this one-
hundred-year period, afftrilling with
total unaninUty that our Lord had come
to tIlls earth in the human nature of fall-
en man. A full one tIllrd of these state-
ments were from the inspired pen of
Ellen WIllte. Not a single statement was
found afftrnUng the opposite view as it
had been represented to Dr. Martin?
But in spite of this evidence, or perhaps
in unawareness of it, our brethren sup-
plied Dr. Martin with a statement
strongly arrtrming that all Seventh-day
Adventists except an "uninformed
minority" had always held the Calvinis-
tic view that our Lord had come to tIlls
earth in the human nature of the unfal-
len Adam. TIlls statement was then pub-
lished in the book Ques/iollS 0" Doc-
lIi"e, 650, and in The Sevellth-day Ad-
velltist Bible COl1ll1le"tary, vol. 7-A, 446.
Thus a Calvinistic beachhead was

established and a Calvinistic nag was
raised withi" the Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church, right at our world headquar-
ters.
This seemingly innocuous doctrine

very quickly began to bear its inevi-
table fruit. It proved to be a sort of the-.
ological Trojao horse. If Christ had
come to earth in the human nature of
the unfallen Adam, He could not have
experienced any hereditary weak-

nesses comparable to ours, and could
not have been tempted as we are
tempted. Hence it would be manifestly
unfair to expect us, in our fallen na-
tures, to live without sinmng as He did.
We must therefore, according to tIlls
view, reconcile ourselves to the neces-
sity of continuing in sin until Christ re-
turns, at which time He will by some
kind of miracle transform our natures
so that we will never sin again.

This Calvinistic doctrine, that man
cannot live without sinning, supported
by the impressive authority of the book
Questions 011 Doctn'ne, spread rapidly
from our theological seminary to our
colleges and our churches, producing
results that have ranged from confu-
sion to chaos, and introducing the
thirty-one years of wilderness wander-
ings that have ensued.
Some of the most apparent charac-

teristics of tIlls wilderness wandering
that we see today include the follow-
ing:

1. Two distinct groups are develop-
ing within the Seventh-day Adventist
Church, who are manifesting an in-
creasing inability to understand each
other: those who eagerly accept the
defeatist Calvinistic doctrine of salva-
tion in sin and those who recoil from it
in horror, holding ftrmly to the historic
Seventh-day Adventist doctrine of sal-
vation from sin.

2. What Ellen White describes as
the devil's lie - apparently the greatest
lie ever told -that man cannot live

General Features ofCalvinistic Theology:
1. Absolute predestination

2. Original sin defUled as inherited guilt alldweakness

3. Man does not have free will.

4. Christ came in the nature of unfallen Adam.

5. Emphasis on Christ as our subs/illite

6. Man cannot stop sinning by any means.

7. "Juslificalion only" saves man. Sanctificalion as [ruil of
justification is desirable, but not necessary for salvation.

8. Instant sanctification occurs when Christ comes.

General Features ofArminian Theology:
1. Conditional predestination

2. Original sin defIned as inherited weakness ollly

3. Man does have free will.

4. Christ came in the nature of fallen man.

5. Emphasis on Christ as our example and substitllte

6. Man can stop sinning through the power ofChrist.

7. "JustifIcation only" does not save man. SanctifIcation as
fruit of justifIcation testifIes that it is genuine.

8. Instant sanctifIcation does not occur at any time.
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Those who have never departed from this
historic Adventist belief will find the chapter,
"God the Son," to be most encouraging and a
portent of a return to unity in the church

without sinning, is being presented as
truth in many Seventh-day Adventist
colleges and from many Seventh-day
Adventist Church pulpits4
3. There is an ever-increasing pop-

ularity of those Seventh-day Adventist
ministers who have embraced the de-
vil's lie, and who exercise their talents
to clothe it in fancy verbiage, thus sup-
plying church members with exqui-
sitely crafted excuses for continuing i!!
Stn.

4. In a few instances there has been
an actual'persecution of those who re-
fuse to accept the devil's lie by those
who have embraced it.
5. An increasing number of pas-

tors, teachers, and even administrators
discredit the Spirit of Prophecy (in
spite of the fact that it was voted at the
Dallas General Conference to be
authoritative among us), and church
members are told that they should use
it for devotions, nothing else.
6. Increasing preaching of the doc-

trine of righteousness by faith as un-
righteousness by presumption, (see
The Desire of Ages, 126) results in an
ever-widening breakdown of principle
and lowering of standards in our
schools and in our churches.

7. Derisive descriptions of those
who wish to remain true to their ordi-
nation vows and to the purity of their
faith as "graybeards," "legalists," "per-
fectionists," and of persons whose the-
ology is "right of center," when it is the

center, if anything, that has moved.
The theology of these accused persons
has not changed.
As a grim summation of these re-

sults, we read in the Adventist Review
dated June 2, 1988, that only half of all
baptized Adventists attend church on
any given Sabbath (page 5), that more
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than half of our youth are attending
non-Seventh-day Adventist colleges
and universities (page 12), that Ad-
ventist hospitals are being forced into a
showdown between their values and
survival (page 14), and that the church
is losing its young people (page 20). In
the Ieller column there appears a rec-
ommendation from a director of chap-
lains at one of our larger hospitals:
"We need to advance our thinking

about Sabbath observance in present
society. We are no longer a society of
self-sufficient farm-family units. How
many people does the typical Advent-
ist cause to 'work on Sabbath' by get-
ting up, turning on lights, drawing a
drink of water, tuning in the Adventist
radio station, driving to church on pub-
lic roads, and listening to a sermon?"
This statement from an ordained

Seventh-day Adventist minister would
seem to approach the ultimate in spir-
itual confusion. Should anyone be
troubled by this challenge that we
force other people to work by gelling
up on Sabbath morning, and so on, it
can be easily tested. Just stay in bed all
day some Sabbath and observe how
many people stop working. This test
should answer the qnestion whether
they are working because Sabbath-
keepers force them to do so.
This issue of the Adventist Review,

June 2, 1988, itself constitutes a grim
tribute to the accomplishments of Cal-
vinism in the Seventh-day Adventist

Church in only thirty-one years. At this
rate, another thirty years would be
enough lime in which to bring the his-
toric Scventh-day Adventist Church to
litter extinction.

It may be argued that there have al-
ways been worldly influences in the
church, and wc grant this fact. But in

the past, before the 1950s, we have
held to Bible doctrines that firmly re-
sisted the tide of worldliness. The doc-
trines of Calvinism, however, provide
theological justification for worldliness
and sin.

But perhaps there is light at the end
of the tunnel. Now, in the year 1988,
the Ministerial Association of the
General Conference is sponsoring
another book, Seventh-day Adventists
Believe. It is again prepared by certain
chosen writers, but their identity, this
time, is not kept secret. Theyworked in
collaboration with a committee of
more than one hundred denomi-
national leaders, and their names also
are not kept secret.

In chapter four of the new volume,
entitled "God the Son," 35-57, the
writers courageously set forth a state-
ment regarding the human nature of
our Lord that harmonizes with the his-
toric position of our church before the
1950s, but can in no way be har-
monized with the statement published
in Questions on Doctrine in 1957. The
writers did a very brave thing and de-
serve our grateful commendation.
Those who have never departed from
this historic Adventist belief will find
the chapter to be most encouraging
and a portent of a return to unity in the
church.
There is, however, some room for

improvement in the book. There ap-
pears to be a typographical error on
page 46, where a sentence reads: "The
avalanche of temptations could sway
Him to sin." We suspect that a typist
left out the word "not" between thc
words "could" and "sway." Strange as
it may seem, an omission is one of the
most common of typographical errors.
There appears to be an inadvertent

error on page 114, where it is stated
that Christ's robe of righteousness is
given "to cover the filthy rags of
human allempts to achieve righteous-
ness." This statcment is out of har-
mony with the symbolism presented in
the Scriptures and the Spirit of Proph-
ecy. In both it is strongly emphasized
that our filthy rags must be removed
and are in no case covered by the robe
of righteousness.S Yet the symbolism
is presented correctly in other places
in the book (as on page 122), and so



Those who insist that our position regarding the
humanity of Jesus is not important need to take
a careful look at those areas of the world in
which the book Questiol1sonDoctrines has had the
greatest influence

we conclude that this error was inad-
vertent.

However, we should not let these
items blind us to the overall accuracy
and strength of the book. Its total
thrust is clearly a turning away from

the errors of Calvinism toward the pu-
rity of our Seventh-day Adventist faith.
Our historic belief that righteousness
by faith brings man to a position in
which he can obey the commandments
of God is stated repeatcdly.6

One can only wonder how different
the experience of the church during
the last thirty-one years might have
been if the statement regarding the
humanity of Jesus appearing in this
new volume had been printed in Ques-
tions on Doctrines in 1957 instead of
the historically incorrect statement
that was set before the church and the
world at that time. Perhaps we would
have escaped these three decades of
wilderness wanderings. Those who in-
sist that our position regarding the
humanity of Jesus is not important
need to take a careful look at those
areas of the world in which the book
Questions 011 Doctrines has had the
greatest inOuence. It is not there that
the church is growing, but rather
among the ethnic groups where Ques-
tions Oll Doctrines has had little or no
inOuencc,

What we believe about the nature
of Christ does make a difference, a
very great difference.

So what will happen now? May we
expect this resolution of the dilemma
to be the end of an era of confusion
and disagreement? May we hope that
the church will again bear its testimony
to the world with a single, united
voice? Will all of our teachers, minis-
ters, and members be able to accept

this correction, and return to the purity
of our faith? Will the great revival and
reformation for which we have long
waited and prayed follow? Will the
power of the Holy Spirit again attend
the preaching of our message? Will the

church now close ranks in spiritual
unity and harmony, and go forth in the
Spirit's power to finish God's work on
earth?

The answers lie with us. May God
hclp us as we follow ]-] is leading.

lSce Ellen White's sermon of Sabbath, Oc-
tober 20, 1888, paragraph six, reported in
Etten G. White 1888Marerials,122. She firmly
rebukes some of the ministers and delegates
for holding the doctrine that they cannot
stop sinning, and for laying the responsi-
bility for their condition upon Adam.
2Review and Herald, February 24,1974
JSee The Word Was Made Flesh, by Ralph Lar-
son, The Cherrystone Press. P.O. Box 3180,
Cheery Valley, CA 92223
4The Desire ofAges, 24, 29, 117,309,761,762;
Christ's Object Lessons, 314; Patn"archs and
Prophets, 77, 88; The Great Controversy, 489;
Testimonies, vol. 8, 207-208; Youth's instructor,
February 20, 1900; Review and Herald, July
31, 1888; February 10, 189t; Novembee 29,
1898; May 28,1901; Septembce 3,1901; Sep-
tember 24, 1901; April 29, 1902; March 9,
1905; April 15,1909; February 7,1957; Signs
oj the Times, April 10, 1893; April 17, 1893;
June 18, 1894; March 7, 1895; January
16,1896; Ape;1 7, 1898, May 10, 1899; July
10,1901; May t4, 1902; July 23,1902; June
10,1903; January 25,1905; August 9,1905
$Scc Zechariah 3 and Christ's Object Lessons,
318; Tesrimonies, vol. 5, 467-476; Youth's In-
structor, August 18, 1886; Review and Herald,
August 28, 1894; August 20, 1901; Signs of
the Timcs, February 25,1897; November 13,
1901
6Chn"st's Object Lessons, 319; The Great Con-
troversy, 623; Testimonies, vol. 2, 355, 691; vol.
4,429; vol. 5. 216, 557, ct a!.

Melange
Bob Vun Kannon

Subject: Diabetes and Diet

(Better Nutrition, April 1988, page
6) A recent study of the U.S popula-
tion shows that at present there are
more than 8 million people who have
been diagnosed with diabetes. This
same study suggests that there may be
an equal number of people with the
disease who have not been diagnosed
or treated.

In a recent article that appeared in
the Saturday Evening Post, Dr. James
Anderson of the Medicine and Di-
etetic Services of the Veterans' Ad-
ministration in Lexington, Kentucky,
discussed the benefits of a proper diet
in treating disease. "We are eating
more fat and cholesterol, as well as
more sugar, than our great-grand-
parents did. We eat less unrefined
sugar from potatoes, beans, and whole
grains. Most of the beneficial fiber is
stripped from our foods before they
reach our tables. Many experts feel
that these changes in diet are largely
responsible for the present epidemic
of heart attacks, strokes, hardening of
the arteries, and diabetes. Many pre-
mature deaths could be prevented by
proper altention to diet."

Last spring, 77,e Lallcet published a
study of a West African population
with a diet high in carbohydrates. The
people mostly eat small amounts of
dried fish, plus yams, corn, and cas-
sava. These three plants are high in
carbohydrates and fiber. The authors
of the article reported no diabetes or
blood sugar disorders among the 3,888
people they studied who ate this kind
of diet. The high carbohydrate diet of
the West African people included
plenty of fiber and no refined sugar.
Not one of these people was over-
weight.

Could we learn something from
them?
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The
Danger

of
Disregard

I N THE FIRST book of Samuel weread a tragic story. Eli was a priest-
judge in Israel. Because of the wickcd-
ness of his sons who assisted in the
work of the temple, the people had
been led into idolatry and all kinds of
evil-God could no longer tolerate
what leaders and laity were doing. The
prophet speaks of the Lord's anger to
come upon the church bccause of their
disregard for the ways of the Lord.
"Wherefore the Lord God of Israel

saith, I said indeed that thy house, and
the house of thy father, should walk
before me for ever: but now the Lord
saith, Be it far from me; for them that
honour me I will honour, and they that
despise me shall be lightly esteemed.
Behold, the days come, that I will cut
off thine arm, and the arm of thy
father's house.... And this shall be a
sign unto thee, that shall come upon
thy two sons, on Hophni and Phineas;
in one day they shall die both of them.
And I will raise me up a faithful priest,
that shall do according to that which is
in mine heart and in my mind: and I
will build him a sure house; and he
shall walk before mine anointed for
ever." 1 Samuel 2:30-31, 34-35

In the fourth chapter we see the
Lord dealing with His people and their
leaders for their rebellion against the
Most High. The armies of the Philis-
tines and the Israelites are engaged in
a fierce bailIe and the bailIe goes
against the church.
The leaders of the church decide to

send for the ark of the covenant. Its
presence in bailie will assure the victory
they need. But alas, the battle again is
engaged, is lost, the ark taken. The
army is in roul. Hophni and Phineas,
the leaders in rebellion, are slain ac-
cording to the word of the Lord. A re-
treating soldier tells who sits at the
gate awaiting the news of battle. When
he hears that his sons are dead and the
ark is taken, he falls off his bench back-
wards, breaks his neck and dies at 98
years of age. The wife ofPhineas dies in
childbirth at the tragic news. Her dying
words arc recorded:
"And she named the child Ichabod,

saying, The glory is departed from
Israel: because the ark of God was
taken, and because of her father in law
and her husband. And she said, The
glory is departed from Israel: for the
ark of God is taken." 1 Samuel 4:21-22

When the people chosen of God to
be His demonstration in righteousness
became a demonstration in wicked-
ness, the Lord's longsuffering turned
to wrath-leaders of the church and
laity paid a high price for their disre-
gard for God's commandments and
their insubordination to His orders.

In the fIfth chapter we are given a
history of the ark in the land of the
heathen. "And the Philistines took the
ark of God, and brought it from
Ebenezer unto Ashdod. When the Phil-
istines took the ark of God, they
brought it into the house of Dagon, and
set it by Dagon.... But the hand of the
Lord was heavy upon them of Ashdod,
and he destroyed them, and smote
them with emerods, even Ashdod and
the coasts thereof.... And the men
that died not were smitten with the
emerods: and the cry of the citywent up
to heaven." 1 Samuel 5:1-2,6, 12
And so they sent the ark back to

Israel with a trespass offering, on a carl
drawn by cows with their calves kept at
home. But the angel of the Lord leads
them to the field of Joshua, a Beth-
shemite. The nation is overjoyed at the
return of the ark, but great tragedy fol-
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By the judgment upon Uzzah, He
designed to impress upon all Israel the
importance of giving strict heed to His

requirements

lows for its apostate members, pdests,
and leaders. Fifty thousand threescore
and ten arc dead because they mis-
handled sacred things, because they
looked into the ark.
"And he smote the men of Beth-

shemesh, because they had looked into
the ark of the Lord, even he smote of
the people filty thousand and three-
score and ten men: and the people la-
mented, because the Lord had smitten
many of the people with a great slaugh-
ter. And the men of Bethshemesh said,
Who is able to stand before this holy
Lord God? and to whom shall he go up
from us? And they sent messengers to
the inhabitants of Kirjath-jearim, say-
ing, The Philistines have brought again
the ark of the Lord; corne ye down, and
fetch it up to you. And the men of Kir-
jalh-jearim carne, and fetched up the
ark of the Lord, and brought it into the
house of Abinadab in the hill, and
sanctified Eleazar his son to keep the
ark of the Lord. And it carne to pass,
while the ark abode in Kirjath-jearirn,
that the time was long; for it was twenty
years: and all the house of Israel la-
mented after the Lord. And Samucl
spake unto all the house of Israel, say-
ing, If ye do return unto the Lord with
all your hearts, then put away the
strange gods and Ashtaroth from
among you, and prepare your hearts
unto the Lord, and serve him only: and
he will deliver you out of the hand of
the Philistines. Then the children of
Israel did put away Baalim and Ash-
taroth, and served the Lord only. And
Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Miz-
peh, and I will pray for you unto the
Lord. And they gathered together to
Mizpeh, and drew water, and poured it
out before the Lord, and fasted on that
day, and said there, We have sinned
against the Lord. And Samuel judged
the children of Israel in M izpeh."
1 Samuel 6:19-7:6

During this brief revival the church
asks for a king. The people see the
feebleness of Samuel who had judged
them. They now want to be like the na-
tions aronnd them, but we remember
the reign of Saul, who was anointed to
be king, the head of God's church. The
tragedy of his life and death is one of the
saddest of chapters in sacred history.

But now David is God's anointed.
He brings a revival of godliness. The
terrible defeats at the hands of the Phil-
istines are buried in their tragic history_
The nation flourishes under the
leader's willingness to follow the direc-
tion of the Lord. But another tragedy
develops. David wants the ark returned
to the city of God. The story continues.
"IfDavid, like Saul, had chosen his

own way, success would not have at-
tended him. But he did as the Lord had
commanded, and he 'smote the host of
the Philistines from Gibeon even to

Gazer. And the fame of David went
out into all lands; and the Lord
brought the fear of him upon all na-
tions.' 1 Chronicles 14:16-17 ...
"David summoned thirty thousand

of the leading men of Israel, for it was
his purpose to make the occasion a
scene of great rejoicing and imposing
display. The people responded gladly
to the call. The high priest, with his
brethren in sacred office and the
princes and leading men of the tribes,
assembled at Kirjath-jearim. David
was aglow with holy zeal. The ark was
hrought out from the house of Abi-
nadab and placed upon a new cart
drawn by oxen, while two of the sons of
Abinadab attended it.
"The men of Israel followed with

exultant shouts and songs of rejoicing,
a multitude of voices joining in mel-
ody wilh the sound of musical instru-
ments; 'David and all the house of
Israel played before the Lord ... on
harps, and on psalteries, and on tim-
brels, and on cornets, and on cym-
bals.' [2 Samuel 6:5] It had been long
since Israel had witnessed such a
scene of triumph. With solemn glad-
ness the vast procession wound its

way along the hills and valleys toward
the Holy City.
"But 'when they came to Nachon's

threshing floor, Uzzah put forth his
hand to the ark ofGod, and took hold of
it; for the oxen shook it. And the anger
of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah;
and God smote him there for his rash-
ness [margin); and there he died by the
ark of God.' [6:6J A sudden terror fell
upon the rejoicing throng. David was
astonished and greatly alarmed, and in
his heart he questioned the justice of
God. He had been seeking to honor the

ark as the symbol of the divine presence.
Why, then, had that fearful judgment
been sent to turn the season of gladness
into an occasion of grief and mourning?
Feeling that it would be unsafe to have
the ark near him, David determined to
let it remain where it was. A place was
found for it nearby, at the house of
Obed-edom the Gittite.

"The fate of Uzzah was a divine
judgment upon the violation of a most
explicit command. Through Moses the
Lord had given special instruction con-
cerning the transportation of the ark.
None but the priests, the descendants of
Aaron, were to touch it, or even to look
upon it uncovered. The divine direction
was, 'The sons of Kohath shall come to
bear it: but they shall not touch any holy
thing, lest they die.' Numbers 4:15. The
priests were to cover the ark, and then
the Kohathites must lift it by the staves,
which were placed in rings upon each
side of the ark and were never removed.
To the Gershonites and Merarites, who
had in charge the curtains and boards
and pillars of the tabernacle, Moses
gave carts and oxen for the transporta-
tion of that which was committed to
them. 'But unto the sons of Kohath he
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It is the unbelief, the worldliness,
unconsecration, and strife among the

Lord's professed people that have kept us
in this world of sin and sorrow so many

years

gave none: because the scrvice of the
sanctuary bclonging unto thcm was that
they should bear IIpon I!lcir s!lollidcrs.'
Numbers 7:9. Thus in the bringing of the
ark from Kirjath-jearim therc had been
a direct and inexcusable disregard of
the Lord's direction." PalTiarc!ls alld
Prop!lCls, 704-705

Uzzah is dead. The nation is
shocked. What went wrong? Inspira-
tion gives God's answer:
"David and his people had as-

sembled to pcrform a sacrcd work, and
they had engaged in it with glad and

willing hearts; but the Lord could not
accept the service, because it was not
performed in accordance with His
directions. The Philistines, who had
not a knowlcdge of God's law, had
placcd the ark upon a cart wben they
returncd it to Israel, and the Lord ac-
cepted the cffort which they made. But
the Israelites had in their hands a plain
statement of the will of God in all thcse
matters, and their neglect of these in-
structions was dishonoring to God.
Upon Uzzah rested the greater guilt of
presumption. Transgression of God's
law had lessened his sense of its
sacredness, and with unconfessed sins
upon him he had, in face of the divine
prollibition, presumed to touch the
symbol ofGod's presence. God can ac-
cept no panial obedience, no lax way
of treating His commandments. By the
judgment upon Uzzah He designed to
impress upon all Israel the importance
of giving strict heed to His require-
ments. Thus the death of that one man,
by leading the people to repentance,
might prevent the necessity of innict-
ingjudgments upon thousands.
"Feeling that his own heart was not

wholly right with God, David, seeing
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the strokc upon Uzzah, had feared the
ark, lest some sin on his part should
bring judgmcnts upon him. But Obed-
edam, though he rcjoiced with trem-
bling, welcomed the sacred symbol as
tbe plcdge of God's favor to the obe-
dient. Tbe attention of all Israel was
now directed to the Gittite and his
bousehold; all watched to see how it
would fare with them. 'And the Lord
blessed Obed-edom, and all his house-
bold.' [2 Samuel 6:11]
"Upon David the divine rebuke ac-

complished its work. He was led to re-

alize as he had never realized before
the sacredness of the law of God and
the necessity of strict obedience. The
favor shown to the house of Obed-
edam led David again to hope that the
ark might bring a blessing to him and
to his people." Ibid., 705-706

Dear reader, the church has always
bad difficulty admitting its apostasy,
and until the church is willing to be
made willing to follow the commands
of God in every detail as has been out-
lined by the prophet of the Lord, there
can be no revival in God's church.
Let us remember, the heathen were

able to touch the ark because they did
not have the light (truth). But the
church had definite instruction. The
wrath of God was poured out on the
church, and thousands died because of
insubordination. Uzzah died because
of an unsanctified heart. By the judg-
ment upon Uzzah, God designed to
impress upon the church the impor-
tance of giving strict heed to His re-
quirements.
Again let us remember, God has

said that the church today is in insub-
ordination, that it is following the foot-
steps of the ancient church and that it

too is guilty of disregarding the direc-
tion of the Lord.
"For forty years did unbelief, mur-

muring, and rebellion shut out ancient
Israel from the land of Canaan. The
same sins have delayed the entrance of
modern Israel into the heavenly Ca-
naan. In neither case were the promises
of God at fault. It is the unbelief, the
worldliness, unconsecration, and strife
among the Lord's professed people
that have kept us in this world ofsin and
sorrow so many years."Evangelism, 696
"We may have to remain here in

this world because of insubordination
many more years, as did the children of
Israel; but for Christ's sake, His people
should not add sin to sin by charging
God with the consequence of their
own wrong course of action." Ibid.
"All I can say to you is: Take up the

light which God has given you and fol-
low it at any cost to yourselves. This is
your only safety. You have a work to do
to come into harmony, and may the
Lord help you to do it even if self is
crucified. Gather up the rays of light
that have been slighted and rejected.
Gather them up with meekness, with
trembling, and with fear. The sin of an-
cient Israel was in disregarding the ex-
pressed will of God and following their
own way according to the leadings of
unsanctified hearts. Modern Israel are
fast following in their footsteps, and
the displeasure of the Lord is as surely
resting upon them." Testimonies, vol.
5,93-94
"I am filled with sadness when [

think of our condition as a people. The
Lord has not closed heaven to us, but
our own course of continual backslid-
ing has separated us from God. Pride,
covetousness, and love of the world
have lived in the heart without fear of
banishment or condemnation. Griev-
ous and presumptuous sins have dwelt
among us. And yet the general opinion
is that the church is nourishing and
that peace and spirit ual prosperity are
in all her borders.
"The church has turned back from

following Christ her Leader and is
steadily retreating toward Egypt. Yet
few are alarmed or astonished at their
want of spiritual power. Doubt, and
even disbelief of the testimonies of the



When Christ came, presenting to the
nation the claims of God, the priests and

elders denied His right to interpose
between them and the people

Spirit of God, is leavening our churches
everywhere. Satan would havc it thus.
Ministers who prcach self instead of
Christ would have it thus. The tcstimo-
nies are unread and unappreciated.
God has spoken to you. Light has been
shining from His Word and from the
testimonies, and both have been
slightcd and disregarded. The result is
apparent in the lack ofpurity and devo-
tinn and earnest faith among us.
"Let each put the question to his

own heart: 'How have we fallen into
this state of spiritual feebleness and
dissension? Have we not brought upon
oursclves the frown of God bccause
our actions do not correspond with our
faith?' " Ibid., 217
"I saw that many who profess to

believe the truth for these last days
think it strange that the childrcn of
Israel murmured as they journeyed;
that after the wonderful dealings of
God with them, they should be so un-
grateful as to forgct what He had done
for them. Said the angel: 'Ye have done
worse than they.' " Ibid., vol. 1, 129

What has brought us into this de-
plorable state? Here is God's answer
to this tragie problem:
"In the parable of the vineyard it was

the husbandmen whom Christ pro-
nouneed guilty. It was they who had re-
fuscd to rcturn to thcir lord the fruit of
his ground. In the Jewish nalion it was
the priests and teachers who, by mis-
leading the people, had robbed God of
the servicc which Hc claimed. It was
they who turncd the nation away from
Christ.
"The law of God unmixed with

human tradition was presented by
Christ as the great standard of obe-
dience. This aroused the cnmity of the

rabbis. Thcy had set human teaching
above God's Word, and had turned the
people away from His precepts. They
would not give up their man-made
commandments in order to obey the
requirements of the Word of God.
They would not, for the truth's sake,
sacrifice the pride of reason and the
praise of men. When Christ came, pre-

scnting to the nation the claims of God,
the priests and elders denied His right
to interpose between them and the
people. They would not accept His re-
bukes and warnings, and they set them-
selves to turn the people against Him
and to compass His destruction.

('For the rejection of Christ, with
the results that followed, they wcre re-
sponsible. A nation's sin and a nation's
ruin wcre due to the religious leadcrs.
"In our day arc not the same in-

fluences at work? Of the husbandmen
of the Lord's vineyard are not many
following in the steps of the Jewish
leaders? Are not religious tcachers
turning men away from thc plain re-
quiremcnts of the Word of God?"
CI,rist's Object Lessofls, 304-305

Why did Jesus say many are called,
but few are ehosen? Why did Inspira-
tion write that the majority will reject

us and join the ranks of the enemy?
"Soon God's people will be tested by
fiery trials, and the great proportion of
those who now appear to be genuine
and true will prove to be base metal.
Instead ofbeing strengthened and con-
firmed by opposition, threats, and
abuse, they will cowardly take thc side
of the opposers." Testimonies, vol. 5,

136. Why did Ellen White write that
there will be few great men among us
when the work finishes? See Testimo-
flies, vol. 5, 76-81
Let us remember, to disregard the

Spirit of Prophecy is to reject it. See
Testimollies, vol. 5, 680. Uzzah died
because he disregarded sacred instruc-
tion. He was practicing known sins. He
was presumptuous and lost eternal life.
All Seventh-day Adventists who be-
lieve they can be saved while commit-
ting known sin or neglecting known du-
ties will receive the same stroke of
God's wrath. See Selected Messages,
book 1, 366

May God help us now in this finish-
ing hour that we all, leaders, pastors,
and laity, may follow in every detail the
command of the Lord. Let us no
longer lean on the arm of flesh, but on
the hand of God. I!!J

B';lIgyollrtellf, campel; trailer, or R. V, alld come prepared
10 dig ill alld go 10 work. Hope Illfe11lGliollaiwill happily
plvvide restroom and shower facilities. and all the camp-
ing space yOIl may need. We cannot provide bedding, shel-
leI; orfood. so please come prepared. For illfomwtion and
registration, please call (206) 832-6602 dlll;ng regular
weekday bllsh,ess

Here is your opportunity for service in God's vineyard as a
part- or full-time Literature Evangelist.

September 19-22, 1988
Colporteur Training Seminar with John Martin

• Learn God's Blueprint for Successful Service
• Classroom Study
• Hands-on Experience
• Souls for the Kingdom
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Christ,
the
Teacher
of

A ND UNTO THE angel of the
church in Sardis write; These

things saith he that hath the seven
Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I
know thy works, that thou hast a name
that thou livest, and art dead. Be
watchful, and strengthen the things
which remain, that are ready to die:
for I have not found thy works perfect
before God. Remember therefore
how thou hast received and heard, and
hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou
shalt not watch, I will come on thee as
a thief, and thou shalt not know what
hour I will come upon thee." [Revela-
tion 3:1-3]
The ministers of the gospel of

Christ, who are to watch for souls as
they that must give account, will dil-
igently study the Scriptures, and will
often be found upon their knees asking
for heavenly wisdom, in order that they
may know how to "strengthen the
things which remain, that are ready to
die." Jesus says, "Learn of me; for I am
meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall
find rest unto your souls." [Matthew
11:29] Jesus was the greatest Teacher
the world ever knew. He presented
truth in clear, forcible statements, and
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the illustrations He used were of the
purest and highest order. He never
mingled cheap symbols and figures
with His divine instruction, or sought
to pander to curiosity or to gratify the
class that will listen simply to be
amused. He did not bring sacred truth
down [to] the level ofthe common, and
the comical illustrations that some
ministers of the gospel use were never
uttered by His divine lips. Christ did
not employ illustrations that would
create amusement and excite laughter.
Many writers and ministers keep their
hold upon the people by dwelling upon
science falsely so-called, and by mak-
ing much of common side-issues; and
they forget the fact that the mind, with
all its capacities, is to be used as the
talent intrusted of God to glorify and
exalt sacred things, and to lift up be-

Ellen G. White

I

fore the world the holy standard of
righteousness. At times ministers who
have dwelt upon themes of minor im-
portance, who have lived below the
gospel standard, through the grace of
Christ grasp the sacred, solemn, ele-
vated truths ofGod's Word, and use il-
lustrations that to a large degree are of
an elevating and instructive character;
but the hearers remember their former
teachings, the shortcomings of their
daily life force themselves upon them,
and the spell is broken; and the most
solemn appeals lose their point, the
edge of the sword of truth is blunted,
and the heart remains untouched.
In the instruction of the divine

Teacher, there was no illustration used
that would leave the least shadow upon
the tablets of the soul. His words were
of the purest and most elevated



character. He never stooped to ulter
that which was comical, in order that
He might attract an audience. Of Him
it was written, "La, I come: in the vol-
ume of the book it is written of me, I
delight to do thy will, a my God: yea,
thy law is within my heart." [Psalm
40:7-8] Christ is our example in all
things. "Let this mind be in you, which
was also in Christ Jesus: who, being in
the form of God, thought it not
robbery to be equal with God: but
made himself of no reputation, and
took upon him the form of a servant,
and was made in the likeness of men:
and being found in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself, and became obe-
dient unto death, even the death of the
cross." [Philippians 2:5-8] He did not
humble the truth to meet man in his
fallen condition, and lower the stand-
ard of righteousness to suit his de-
gradation; but He humbled Himself,
and became obedient unto death, evcn
the death of the cross, in order that He
might save the race that had been de-
graded by transgression. It was not His
purpose to abolish by His death the
law of God, but rather to show the im-
mutability of its sacred claims. It was
His purpose to "magnify the law, and
make it honorable," so that everyone
who should look upon the cross ofCal-

Christ Himself was
the foundation of
the whole Jewish
economy

vary with its uplifted Victim, should
see the unanswerable argument of the
perfect truth of the law.
In His sermOn on the mount, Jesus

revealed His attitude to the law in un-
mistakable language. He said: "Think
not that I am come to destroy the law,
or the prophets: I am not come to de-
stroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say unto
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot
or one tittle shall in no wise pass from

the law, till all be fullilled. Whosoever
therefore shall break one of these least
commandments, and shall teach men
so, he shall be called the least in the
kingdom of heaven: but whosoever
shall do and teach them, the same shall
be called great in the kingdom of
heaven." [Matthew 5:17-19] There arc
some who presume to think that they
may disregard the plain command-
ments of God, and yet find an entrance
into the kingdom of heaven; but this is
not the true interpretation of the
Saviour's words, "They shall be called
the least in the kingdom of heaven." If
these who have had light in regard to
the immutable nature of the law of Je-
hovah, and who have heard messages
of warning from the servants whom
God has sent, like the inhabitants of
the Old World, choose their own in-
ventions, and refuse to receive the
counsels and warnings of God, they
will be called the least by the Lord
Jesus Christ and by the intelligences of
heaven. They may make high profes-
sions and may stand as watchmen on
the walls of Zion, and yet they are
counted in heaven as transgressors of
the law of God; and should God per-
mit a transgressor of His law to enter
into the portals of bliss, rebellion
would be immortalized, and heaven
would be no better than the earth.
Jesus added to the statement as to how
the transgressor would be regarded,
and said, "For I say unto you, That ex-
cept your righteousness shall exceed
the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, ye shall in no case entcr into
the kingdom of heaven." [Verse 20]
Jesus showed the far-reaching

claims of the law of God, and made it
evident that though the Jewish nation
claimed to be the only nation under
heaven that knew the true and living
God, and professed to be keeping His
law, yet they did not understand its
sacred character, and were teaching
for doctrines the commandments of
men. Truth suffered at their hands; for
they had mixed with it spurious max-
ims, human inventions, and the tradi-
tions of men. They had loaded down
the plainest precepts ofGod's law with
the rubbish of tradition, until minds
were confused and were fast losing

their comprehension of the character
of God, and of the nature of His law,
which is holy, just, and good.

In His sermon on the mount, Christ
gave the true interpretation to the Old
Testament Scriptures, expounding the
truth that had been perverted by the
rulers, the scribes, and the Pharisees.
What a vast meaning does He give to
the law of God! He Himself had given
the law when the morning stars sang
together, and all the sons of God

Christ rescued
every gem of truth
from the rubbish
of men's maxims
and traditions

shouted for joy. Christ Himself was the
foundation of the whole Jewish
economy, the end of types, symbols,
and sacrifices. Enshrouded in the pil-
lar of cloud, He Himself had given
specific directions to Moses for the
Jewish nation, and He was the only one
who could disperse the multitude of
errors that through the maxims and
traditions of men had accumulated
about the truth. He only could present
the high and infallible standard of the
law ofGod in all its original purity; but
through Him heaven-born truth was
presented to the world, and the mis-
conceptions of men and the false rep-
resentations of the prince of evil were
swept away. He rescued truth, eternal
truth, from the base companionship of
error, and commanded it to shine forth
in all its brightness and heavenly luster.
He set the truth on high, in order that
like a light it might illuminate the
moral darkness of the world. He res-
cued every gem of truth from the rub-
bish of men's maxims -and traditions,
and exalted the truth to the throne of
God from whence it had issued. Jesus
restored truth that had been cast out,
to its royal order, and invested it with
its true importance and dignity. Christ
Himself was tbe truth and the life.
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When Christ came into the world,
darkness covered the earth and gross
darkness the people. The living oracles
of God were fast becoming a dead let-
ter. The still, small voice of God was
heard only at times by the most devout
worshiper; for it had become over-
powered and silenced by the dogmas,
maxims, and traditions of men. The
long, intricate explanations of the
priests made that which was the plainest
and most simple, mysterious, indistinct,

In the heart of
Jesus there was
hatred of nothing
save Sin

and uncertain. The clamors of rival sects
confused the understanding, and their
doctrines were widely apart from the
correct theory of truth.
Il was at a crisis of this kind that the

Word, the Truth, became flesh, and
dwelt among us. "In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. The
same was in the beginning with God.
All things were made by him; and
without him was not any thing made
that was made. In him was life; and the
life was the light of men. And the light
shineth in darkness, and the darkness
comprehended it not.... He was in
the world, and the world was made by
him, and the world knew him not. He
came unto his own, and his own re-
ceived him not. But as many as re-
ceived him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name: which were
born, not of blood, nor ofthe will ofthe
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God. And the Word was made flesh,
and dwelt among us, (and we beheld
his glory, the glory as of the only begot-
ten of the Father,) full of grace and
truth." [John 1:1-5, 10-14]
Truth looked down from heaven

upon the children ofmen, but found no
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reflection of itself; for darkness
covered the earth, and gross darkness
the people. If the darkness of error
that hid the glory ofGod from the view
of men was to be dispelled, the light of
truth mnst shine amid the moral dark-
ness of the world. It was decreed in the
councils of God that the only-begotten
Son of God must leave His high com-
mand in heaven, and clothe His divin-
ity with humanity, and come to the
world. No outward splendor must at-
tend His steps, save that of virtue,
mercy, goodness, and truth; for He was
to represent to the world the attributes
of God's character; but the world, un-
accustomed to gaze upon truth, turned
from the light to the darkness of error;
for error was more to their perverted
taste than truth.
The Jews were looking for a Mes-

siah who would establish them in their
arrogance and pride, and lead them on
to victory over their enemies. Christ
possessed every qualification of char-
acter that should have induced them to
accept of Him; but His very righteous-
ness stood in the way of their accep-
tance; for His habits, character, and
life were all at variance with the habits
and practices of the Jews. He con-
demned evil wherever He found it, and
the untainted purity of His life and
character put to shame the wrong-
doers. His course was in such marked
contrast to the course of the scribes
and Pharisees and the religious teach-
ers of that day, that they were made
manifest as whited sepulchers, hypo-
critical pretenders to religion, who
sought to exalt themselves by a profes-
sion of holiness, while within they were
full of ravening and all uncleanness.
They could not tolcrate true holiness,
true zeal for God, which was the distin-
guishing feature of the character of
Christ; for true religion cast a reflec-
tion upon their spirit and practices.
They could not comprehend a char-
acter of such matchless loveliness as
that of Christ's. In the heart of Jesus
there was hatred of nothing save sin.
They could have received Him as the
Messiah had He simply manifested His
miracle-working power, and refrained
from denouncing sin, from condemn-
ing their corrupt passions, and from

pronouncing the curse of God upon
their idolatry; but since He would give
no license to evil, though He healed
the sick, opened the eyes of the blind,
and raised the dead, they had nothing
for the divine Teacher but bitter abuse,
jealousy, envy, evil-surmising, and
hatred. They hunted Him from place
to place, in order that they might de-
stroy the Son of God.
The professed people of God had

separated from God, and had lost their
wisdom and perverted their under-
standing. They could not see afar off;
for they had forgotten that they had
been purged from their old sins. They
moved restlessly and uncertainly under
darkness, seeking to obliterate from
their minds the memory of the free-
dom, assurance, and happiness of their
former estate. They plunged into all
kinds of presumptuous, foolhardy
madness, placed themselves in opposi-
tion to the providences of God, and
deepened the guilt that was already
upon them. They listened to the
charges of Satan against the divine
character, and represented God as
devoid of mercy and forgiveness. The
prophet writes of them, saying: "Ah
sinful nation, a people laden with iniq-
uity, a seed of evildoers, children that
are corrupters: they have forsaken the

Oh, that every
soul would consider
the fact that there
is but one hope of
salvation for him

Lord, they have provoked the Holy
One ofTsrael unto anger, they arc gone
away backward." [Isaiah 1:4] Yet for
the fallen world the Lord Jesus was
willing to endure humiliation, re-
proach, suffering, and death, in order
that "whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting
life." [John 3:16]
"He is despised and rejected of

men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

with grief: and we hid as it were our
faces from him; he was despised, and
we esteemed him not. Surely he hath
borne our griefs, and carried our sor-
rows: yet we did esteem him stricken,
smiLten of God, and afOictcd. But he
was wounded for our transgression, he
was bruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace was upon
him; and with his stripes we are
healed." [Isaiah 53:3-5J Hopeless as
the case appeared, the Lord Jesus

Will you walk
defiantly from the
Lord who loves
you, and who has
died to save you?

would undertake the ransom of the
human race.

011., that every soul would consider
the fact that there is but one hope ofsal-
vation for him, and that is perfect sub-
mission and unquestioning obedience
to the will ofGod, who created and who
sustains every hour. 1 would entreat
those who have separated from Ch.rist
to consider their own eternal welfare.
Let them rcmember the words of
Christ, "What shall it profit a man, if he
shall gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul?" [Mark 8:36J Will you em-
ploy the very talents that God has given
you, as weapons to war against God?
Will you walk defiantly from the Lord
who loves you, and who has died to save
you? Will you follow human inventions,
and trample underfoot the law of Je-
hovah? The Lord has borne long with
you. He has given you a gift which is be-
yond all human computation, even the
gift of His well-beloved Son. When "he
saw that there was no man, and
wondered that there was no interces-
sor: therefore his arm brought salvation
unto him; and his righteousness, it sus-
tained him." [lsaiall 59:16]

Review al/d Herald, August 6, 1895

What a blessing campmeeting was!
You know you are all so dear to us. I
can't tell you how often we have had a
problem either at church or personally
where we needed counsel and after
asking God for wisdom within a day or
so Our Firm Foundatioll would come
with just the answer we needed.
God bless you each one, and know

that you're loved and prayed for each
and every day. - SS

I had received a complimentary
copy of Ol/r Finl/ FOlll/datiol/. That is
the very best magazine I ever read in
my life. Nothing in that magazine is wa-
tered down. I very much want to sub-
scribe to this magazine. - VS

Let me share with you the Lord's
doing. Ever since 1 read about your
"camera-ready ad copy" in the May
issue of Our Finn Foulldation for the
Tntlil for Today Bible Correspondence
Lessol/s, I've felt extremely burdened
to pUL this in the local paper here
where we have recently moved. When
I received the ad from you in the mail,
J had an increased burden to geL this in
the paper. I called the classified de-
partment and asked how much an ad
like this would cost. They told me
roughly $45, which I thought was
rather high, especially for one day.
Next 1asked how much it would be for
just the words of the ad and no logo. It
was suggested that 1 come in and talk
with someone about reducing the size
to fit my $9.50 budget. After I prayed, a
friend came and picked me up and we
went down to the newspaper office. I
prayed just the right person would
come up to help me. A gentleman
came to the counter and I asked him
about the price. He told me $27, which
was better, but I still had only $9.50. So
1 asked about an ad with no logo. Still
too much. My friend asked if iL made a
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difference where in the paper it was
placed, and I inserted, "I only have
$9.50." He said Yes, in the classified-
$5.60, no logo, one day. Figuring this
was better than no ad at all, I agreed.
However, when the ad appeared the
logo was there! 1was shocked, for J did
not expect to see it.
Also, before J left the newspaper

office, he went to a back room and
came back telling me they would also
print it in the Friday paper in the re-
ligious seclion for/ree, because it could
be considered news. Truly the Lord is
able to do exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or think. Ephesians 3:20
Also I'm enjoying my subscription

to OurFinn Foundation. Thank you for
the articles on D. Ford-I've heard of
him and have asked people in the
church what he has taught, but no one
seems to know. Keep up the good
work; a great outreach needs to be
done for our own people. I pray the
Lord will help us. - CT

I'm reading your articles in Our
Firm Foulldation, which is a marvelous
series. I read it from cover to cover.

1 am ashamed to admit thal 1 have
been one of the many who was, as they
say, "wailing for the other shoe lo fatl,"
that is for an announcemcnt of the
"Sunday law" to make my stand for
Christ, but thanks to this magazine I
have returned to my daily Bible study,
and am enjoying a life of churchgoing
every Sabbath. Thank you so much,
and thank God for sending this
monthly to me. - CB

Our Finn Foundation is a penetrat-
ing, soul-piercing printed page which I
praise the Lord for. Our children, at
least some of them, are being
grounded more every issue. I myself
use portions of the different articles to
prepare my sermons with. - BE
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The Human Nature of Christ
and the

w ogy
TOGETHER WITH his academic

dean, Dr. Jack Blanco, Colin had
been talking with Elder Kenneth
Wood and Dr. Herbert Douglass, edi-
tor and associate editor rcspectively of
the Rel'iew alld Herald (now known as
the Advelltist Review). Both wcre em-
phatic. They belicved that the human
nature of Christ was the rcaI key to the
theological controversy in the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. The year was
1974. They had been talking about the
worrying theological schisms in Aus-
tralia.
We had been brought up in

Australia. We Icarncd both in home
and school that Christ had the nature
of fallen man, but it didn't seem a sig-
nilicant issue and we had not studied it
carefully.
Well we remember the lirst time

that we questioned the nature of
Christ. We were about eight years old.
As was not uncommon, we were in se-
rious trouble with our mother and she
had asked why it was that we could not
be like Jesus when He was a boy. Colin
retorted, "How was it that Jesus did
not sin?" To the best of our recollec-
tion, our mother rcplied, "The Holy
Spirit overshadowed Him." We re-
member thinking, "I wish the Holy
Spirit would ovcrshadow us." Of

course, we had no idea that we were
asking a deep theological question that
was to engross the attention and the
polemics of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church later in our lifctime.
In 1966, whilc traveling with a fel-

low colleague from Avondale College,
the colleague insisted that Christ had
an unfallen nature. Although Colin
could not agree with him, on the other
hand he did nol see it as a major issue.
Aftcr all, the only important issue, he
thought, was that Christ's sacrilice was
effcctive for him, and surely that was
all that needed to be addressed.

Little did Colin perceive the depth
of the issues at stake. Because of the
statements of Elder Wood and Dr.
Douglass, eight years later he decided
he must study the issue. His dean indi-
cated that he too had not deeply
studied the issue and that he would do
the same. After live weeks of intense
study, Colin came to the conviction
that indeed Elder Wood and Dr.
Douglass were correct.
One Friday at lunch time Colin ex-

plained his new-found convictions to
his dean. He was thrilled to discover
that Dr. Blanco also had been studying
the subject of the human nature of
Christ and had come to similar convic-
tions. Then and there they knelt to

thank God for leading them together
to truth. Since then deeper insights
into the beautiful truth of the incarna-
tion of our Lord have come to us, and
we arc convinced that throughout eter-
nity this study will be one of the most
fruitful in which God's people will be
engaged.
The issue of the human view of

Jesus Christ has heightened as we have
reached the centenary of the 1888
Minneapolis General Conference. Be-
cause there are no transcripts of the
messages of Dr. Ellet Waggoner and
Elder Alonzo Jones, we cannot be sure
of the exact content of the messages
that they preached at the conference.
However, we can be sure that very
shortly afterwards the messages of
both, and especially of Jones, were
centered upon the fallen human nature
of Jesus Christ. In Jones' book, 17le
COllsecrated Way to Christian Peifec-
tion, he devotes 11 of the 17 chapters to
the subject of Christ as our heavenly
High Priest, exploring the scriptural
evidcnce for the fallen human nature
of Jesus. Though published in 1905, it

Colin and Russell Standish serve as
president of Hartland Tnstitute and
Medical Director of Penang Adventist
Hospital, respectively.
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20 Our Firm Foundation September 1988



For four thousand years the race had been
decreasing in physical strength, in mental
power, and in moral worth; and Christ took
upon Him the infirmities of degenerate

humanity

varied litlle (rom Jones' discourses in
the early 1890s.
There bas been a none too subUe

attempt to undermine the Bible truth
on the human nature of Christ by indi-
cating that this emphasis of Jones and
Waggoner was a result of progressive
apostasy in what they believed. That
this concept is not true is evidenced by
the fact that there is no extant letter
from the servant of the Lord rebuking
them or counseling them in respect of
this teaching. On the other hand, we
bave letter after letter written by Sister
White in an attempt to help them in
other areas of their presentations when
she recognized that they were losing
the beauty of tbe message tbey had
presented.
More important, the writings of

Sister White herself arc full of un-
equivocal statements supporting the
central truth of the fallen human na-
ture of Jesus Christ. Those who believe

in the unfallen (prelapsarian) view of
the nature of Christ frequently resort
to statements such as "The church has
not taken a stand on the nature of
Christ." Based upon this dubious
assertion, they draw one of two conclu-
sions:

1) The human nalure of Christ
should never be explored in preaching
because there is no official pronounce-
ment by the church.
2) We can preach and teach either

way without violating the principles of
church authority.

Both viewpoints can be dangerous.
The first view is dangerous because

tbe Seventh-day Adventist Church was
predicated upon the primacy, not of
the church, but of the Word. As lads
growing up we remember frequently

hearing such statements as "The Bible
and the Bible only is our rule of faith
and practice." "We have no creed but
the Bible." "The Bible is the only ar-
biter of truth." The concept that the
ehurch possessed final authority on the
issue of doctrine was always con-
sidered to be a deadly papal error.
Funhcrmore, Inspiration emphasizes
how central the study of Christ's
humanity should be to all of us:
"The humanity of the Son of God is

everything to us. It is the golden chain
that binds our souls to Christ, and
through Christ to God. This is to be
our study.... When we approach this
subject we would do well to heed the
words spoken by Christ to Moses at the
burning bush, 'Put off thy shoes from
off thy feet, for the place whereon thou
standest is holy ground.' Exodus 3:5.
We should come to this study with the
humility of a learner, with a contrite
heart. And the study of the incarnation

of Christ is a fruitful field, which will
repay the searcher who digs deep for
hidden truth." Selected Messages, hook
1,244
The second view, which asserts that

we are free to preach and teach either
view on lhe nature of Christ, assumes
that we are free to accept pluralism. It
opens the door to the belief that it is a
matter of small concern whether we
teach truth or error, which well serves
Satan's purposes. God deals only with
absolute truth.

Another claim of those propound-
ing the New Theology is to assert that
Sister White supports both sides of the
issue. This suggestion gives Sister
While a "wax nose." But God never
inspires His servants to present con-
tradictory messages. Frequently men

will misuse Sister While's slalements
in order to make it appear that she
spoke on both sides of the question.
This shameful distortion of truth is
also applied by skeptics to certain bib-
lical references. Only the biblically
naive are innuenced by such unholy
techniques.

Tn his monumental work, 77le Word
Was Made Flesh,! Dr. Ralph Larson in-
vestigated every written work published
by the Seventh-day Adventist Church in
the United States, Great Britain, South
Africa, and Australia from the year
1852, when the first published reference
to the nature of Christ appeared. Elder
Larson discovered that from 1852 to
1952 approximately 1200 statements ap-
peared in our publications dealing with
the subject of the human nalUre of
Christ. Of these there were approxi-
mately 400 written by Sister White and
800 by other writers. Without fail when
reference was made to the humanity of
Jesus, the authors upheld the doctrine
of His fallen nature.

After 1952, in what Dr. Larson calls
the "Epoch of Confusion," insidious
new clements have caused confusion
and dissension in the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church. In our own investiga-
tion we have discovered that as early as
1947 the Adventist Theological Semi-
nary, wbieh was then located in Wash-
ington, D.C., had at least one teacher
on its faculty who was teaching the
error of the unfallen nature of Christ.
When in the middle of the 1950s the
book Questiolls all Doc/rilles was pub-
lished, in one fell swoop the authors
sought to present as orthodox within
the Seventh-day Adventist Church this
aberrant view that finds its origin in
Augustinian Catholicism. Probably no
book has caused more anguish to the
Seventh-day Adventist Church than
this book.

For the last four decades the pre-
vailing teaching in our eollegcs and
seminaries (with a few notable excep-
tions) has led in this direction. There-
fore a whole generation of ministers,
through no fault of their own, have
been led away from the beautiful truths
of the humanity of Jesus Christ. Yet
today there are many ministers who

Continued on 29
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Jesus theGood Shepherd
V ERILY, VERILY, I say unto

you, He that entereth not by the
door into the sheepfold, but c1imbeth
up some other way, the same is a thief
and a robber. But he that entereth in
by the door is the shepherd of the
sheep. To him the porter openeth; and
the sheep hear his voice: and he ealleth
his own sheep by name, and leadeth
them out. And when he putteth forth
his own sheep, he goeth before them,
and the sheep follow him: for they
know his voice. And a stranger will
they not follow, but will nee from him:
for they know not the voice of
strangers. This parable spake Jesus
unto them: but they understood not
what things they were which he spake
unto them." [John 10:1-6]
Here it was demonstrated that a

worse blindness than that of physical
blindness closed the understanding of
the Jewish people. By His infinite
power Jesus could heal those who were
physically blind, but those who were

spiritually blind could not discern their
need of enlightenment; for they
thought themselves righteous. The
treatment that Jesus received from
those of His own nation is symbolic of
the treatment He was to receive from
the whole world. He lived in the world,
and He had a deep, earnest love for the
world, and especially for the Jewish
nation. The question was brought to an
issue that had been the point of con-
troversy since the concerning the
character of God. Satan had charged
God with exercising arbitrary power,
and of alienating the human race from
Himself. Satan sowed seeds of enmity,
and kept them well watered, in order
that he might be successful in dcluding
souls, and thus triumph over Christ,
making the gulf more deep and im-
passable between earth and heaven.
He presented his falsehoods as truth,
and became bold in transgression,
seeking to wear out the goodness,
mercy, and forbearance of God, to ex-

tinguish from His heart all love for
man, and thus so exasperate divine
tiee that God would leave the world
under satanic jurisdiction. "Because
sentence against an evil work is not ex-
ecuted speedily, therefore the heart of
the sons of men is fully set in them to
do evil." [Ecclesiastes 8:11] Instead of
being softened by the long patience of
God, they encourage themselves in
continual resistance.
Satan took the field in person

against Jesus Christ. Evil angels con-
spired with evil men to resist good, to
trample upon righteousness, and all
the energies of evil were confederated
together to destroy the champion of
God and truth. While success seems to
attend the masterly activity of Satan,
Jesus takes the lield to contest his
power. Jesus came "unto his own, and
his own received him not." [John 1:11]
He was charged with an ambassage
[mission] of mercy, sent of the Father
at a crisis when rebellion had over-
spread the world, in order that man
should not perish, but have everlasting
life through faith in the Son of God.
Through Christ they were to bruise the
serpent's head, and gain eternal life.

Jesus was the truth, yet He was
scorned as a deceiver. He was hunted
from place to place as a malefactor.
His own nation took the most active
part in throwing contempt upon Him.
His friends, and even His own breth-
ren, denied and forsook Him. Every
cruelty that an apostate angel could in-
stigate was set in operation. He was
buffeted with temptations, lacerated
with stripes, crowned with thorns,
mocked and derided as a false king,
and at last crucilied on the cross.
Satan has kept up his system of

cruelty, and still employs his planned
agency of crookedness and deception,
and accuses and condemns and tor-
tures in order that he may control the
conscience.While exercising his power
in torturing those whom he controlled
through demoniacal possession, he yet
laid the blame of it upon the Lord God
of heaven. He put his own interpreta-
tion on his satanic actions, and charged
God with being the author of all evil. In
the parable of the shepherd Jesus puts
His own interpretation on His work
and mission, and represents Himself as

1 Ellen G. White1--------
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the good shepherd, feeding and taking
charge of the shcep. He said, "He that
entereth not in by the door [by Him-
self] into the sheepfold, but climbeth
up some other way, the same is a thief
and a robbcr." Christ said that all who
came beforc Him claiming to be the
Messiah wcre deceivers. At the time of
Christ's coming there was much agita-
tion concerning the appearance of the
world's Messiah. The Jewish nation ex-
pected that a great delivcrer would
come, and there were men who took
advantage of this expectation, turning
it to the servicc of themselves, that they
might be thcreby profited and
glorified. Prophecy had foretold that
these deceivers would arise. The
deceivers did not come in the way in
which it was prophesied that the
world's Redeemcr should come; but
Christ came, answering every specifi-
cation. Types and symbols had reprc-
sented Him, and in Him type met anti-
type. In the life, mission, and death of
Jesus every specification was fulfilled.
Jesus was the good shepherd to

whom the porter openeth, who knows
the sheep, calleth His own by name,
and leadeth them out. He it is who is

"I am the good
shepherd: the good
shepherd giveth his
life for the sheep"

stronger than the thief and the robber,
those who enter not in at the doof, but
climb up some other way. The
Pharisees were not able to discern that
this parable was spoken against them,
the professed leaders of the people,
pastors of the nock. Jesus presented
Himself in contrast to them, and when
they reasoned in their hearts as to what
He could mean by the parable, He
said: "I am the door of the sheep....
By me if any man enter in, he shall be
saved, and shall go in and out, and find
pasture. The thief comcth not, but for
to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: 1am

come that they might have life, and that
they might have it more abundantly. I
am the good shepherd: the good
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep."
1J0hn 10:7, 9-11] Christ presented
Himself as the only one in whom were
qualifications for making a good
shepherd. He is represented as the
"ChiefShepherd." Pcter writes,"When
the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye
shall receive a crown of glory that
fadeth not away." [1 Peter 5:4J Again
He is called the great Shephcrd. "Now
the God of peace, that brought again
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that
great shepherd of the sheep, through
the blood of the cverlasting covenant,
make you perfect in every good work
to do his will, working in you that
which is well pleasing in his sight,
through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory
forever and ever." [Hebrews 13:20-2IJ
"But he that is an hireling, and not the
shepherd, whose own the sheep are
not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth
the sheep, and neeth: and the wolf
cateheth them, and seallereth the
sheep. The hireling neeth, because he
is an hireling, and eareth not for the
sheep." [John 10:12-13J

The Pharisees had just cut one off
from the fold beeausc he had acknowl-
edged that Jcsus had wrought a
wonderful miracle, and had opened his
eyes. They had called the blind man to
them after his healing and had said:
"Give God the praise; we know that
this man is a sinner." lJohn 9:24] He
could never have wrought the miracle.
As to this man doing the miracle, you
are wrong. It is only a deception. But
the restored man answered, "\Vhclher
he be a sinner or no, J know n01: one
thing I know, that, whereas Iwas blind,
now 1 see." Thcn they asked again,
"What did he to thce? how opened he
thine eyes?" [25-26] How hard they
were to convince! How hard they tried
to cover up with unbclief the mighty
work of Jesus, and sought to persuade
the man to disbelieve his own senses!
They were false shepherds indeed, and
sought to scatter the sheep. But the
blind man who had been made to see
answered their caviling, asking them if
they too would be His disciples. Thcy
were indignant that this ignorant man
should presume to teach them, and

could scarcely find words to express
their contempt. They were men who
had been educated in the schools, and
claimed to be expositors of the Scrip-
tures. They were not to be thought of
as disciples of any pretender, and de-
clared themselves to be the disciples of
Moses.

Many have been cast
out of the church
whose names were
registered upon the
book of life

But the man upon whom the
miracle was wrought was not to be in-
timidated by their scorn, and said:
"Why herein is a marvelous thing, lhat
ye know not from whence he is, and yet
he hath opened mine eyes. Now we
know that God hearcth not sinners: but
if any man be a worshiper of God, and
doeth his will, him he heareth. Since
the world began was it not heard that
any man opened the eyes of one lhal
was born blind. If this man were nOl of
God, he could do nothing." [John 9:30-
33J The indignation of the scribes and
Pharisees knew no bounds. Gathering
their robes about them, as though they
feared contamination, shaking the dust
from their feet against him, and treat-
ing him with the utmost contempt and
derision, they said, leThou wast alto-
gether born in sins, and dost thou
teach us?" [verse 34] And in no gentle
manner lhey thrust him out of the syn-
agogue. The sheep was cast out of the
fold for being a living witness to the
power of Christ. Many have been cast
out of the church whose names were
registered upon the book of life.
Wolves in sheep's elothing were ready
to cast out of the fold and devour one
who was entitled to the Lord's pasture;
but Jesus, the True Shepherd, sought
him, and gave him a place within the
fold.

Signs of l1Ie Times, December 4, 1893
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not abide in the house forever." [8:35]
Don't think that you are going to re-
main in God's house forever as a slave
of sin. It won't happen.

We say, "Oh, you know, I'm a
Christian. I'm a part of God's family,
God's house. I know I have not broken
free from all my sins, but I am sincere
and doing the best I can." Jesus said,
"Don't fool yourself. Even if it is a sin
that is impossible for you to break, it is
going to cause you to be lost." A slave
does not abide in the house forever.
He is not a permanent family member.
It is only family members that are get-
ting to heaven. "But a son abides
forever. Therefore if the Son makes
you free, you shall be free indeed." [35-
36] Dear friend, there is power in the
blood.
Too many of us, though, while we

may have known this truth, have not
experienced it, and because we have
not experienced it, we have to find
some way to make our experience fit
our theology. Instead of changing our
experience, too often we change our
theology.
There is power for each one. Each

one can be totally an overcomer from
sin. No one in this life will ever over-
come having temptations. All will be
tempted. Jesus was tempted. But we
can all overcome yielding to the temp-
tation-even in our thoughts. We can
all overcome sin. 1 John 3:3 says:
"Everyone who has this hope in him
purifies himself just as He is pure."

"Oh," someone says, HI know
theoretically God cleanses my sins, I
can be purified. U The verse says,
"Everyone who has this hope purifies
himself just as He is pure." I have a
very simple question to ask and that is,
How was Jesus pure? Was He some-
how declared pure in heaven, forensi-
cally made pure in heaven while in this
life He went on falling daily into sin? Is
that how Jesus was pure? Oh, blas-
phemy, you say.
Well, I am just reading the text. The

Bible says that we are to become pure
as He was pure. Dear friend, Jesus was
pure in His actions and in His thinking.

This article is taken from a sermon by
Marshall GrosboU, director of The In-
stitute of Ministry in Wichita, Kansas.

ojBlessillg, 142, God says that when we
don't want to do it, we should pray that
God will make us want to do it. Ask
that He will make us willing to be made
willing. If we arc not even willing to be
made willing, there is no hope. We
have to be willing at least to trust God
enough that we are willing for Him to
make us willing.
There is hope. Matthew 1:21 says:

"Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he
shall save his people from their sins."
KJV. We find in John 8:34 "Most as-
suredly [ say to you" -Jesus did not
want us to be confused on this- "Most
assuredly (verily, verily) I say to you!
whoever commits sin is a slave of sin."
He is hopeless. He becomes a slave.
His emotions arc enslaved. His desires
arc enslaved. His powers arc enslaved.
His being is enslaved.
There is a chain and a slavery to sin

that no human being can break. And
the nc>.t verse says, HAnd a slave does

Overcome?

24 Our Firm Foundation September 1988

H ow IS it that we can overcome
sin? We first need to know that

we can do it. But then, somehow we
need to know how to do it. What hap-
pens too often is that, if we don't know
how, we end up saying, ((Well, it must
not be possible, because I have not
doncit."

fs there hope for sinners? Has God
given us the power by which we can
break the power of Satan in our lives?
The habits and sin? The problem is that
many people don't want to overcome.
In fact, I am afraid that too many of

us want to find excuses why we can
continue to sin. "You know, I am not
going to be lost for that. I can find for-
giveness. I can find salvation." We find
little excuses one way or the other, and
we continue on. We don't want to quit.
It is hard to do something when we
don't want to do it.
Of course, God has a solution even

for that. In Thoughts From the Moullt

Can I



There can be no concord between Christ and
Belial, and it is not only important that we
read the Word of God, it is also important
that we quit reading the words of Satan

Verse 5 says, "You know that He was
manifested to take away OUf sins; and
in Him there is no sin. Whoever abides
in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has
neither seen Him nor known Him.
Lillie childrcn, let no onc dcceive
you." [3:6-7] When thc Bible says that,
it means that someone is going to try to
deceive you.

Now if we believe the Bible we will
be savcd. Ifwe disbelieve the Bible, we
are going to be lost. The Bible gives a
warning for a reason. It says, "Don't let
anyone deceive you on this point.))
What point is it talking about? "It is he
who practices righteousness." [3:7]
Don't be deceived or confused on this
point. It is not he who is declared right-
eous that is righteous; it is he who
practices righteousness that is right-
eous. The next verse tics it off just to
make sure that we understand what He
is talking about. It says, "He who sins is
not a born-again Christian who is
covered with Christ's righteousness.
He who sins is of the devil."

Maybe John was a legalist, but if he
were, so is the Holy Spirit and so is
God. But I will take that kind of legal-
ism. How about you? He who sins is of
the devil. I was in the seminary some
years ago and we had a seminary
speaker in one of our chapel programs,
onc of the foremost leaders in what has
become known as the New Theology.
He had once bcen a teacher and a
dean there, retired since, but he came
back and taught, a very nice person, a
great scholar and thinker. But he made
a very interesting, rather sarcastic
comment. He said, "Listen, IJm 78
years old, I have never been able to
overcome sin in all my life. Now, if I
have never been able to overcome sin
in my 78 years, how do you think you
are going to overcome sin? It is im-
possible!" Thankfully he is not my ex-
ample.
But I must agree with him. It was

impossible for him. In the first place
bccause he did not think it was
possible, and God says, "to him who
believeth it is possible." It is impossible
to please God without faith, and our
faith cannot be based upon feeling.
Faith and feeling are two different
things. It cannot be based upon what
we have already proved because what

we have proved is not faith anymore.
Faith must be based upon thc Word of
God. As we study God's Word, we
pray and we find that God is true. We
study the prophecies, and we find they
are true. We pray, we test God by an
experimental religion, and we find out
that what God says is truc. And be-
cause God is true and we know He is

true, we accept fully what He says that
we call overcome sin completely, even
though we have never experienced it. It
is not until we come to that place that
we can experience it. That is what faith
is all about.

I want to share seven steps that I
have found in the Bible and the Spirit
of Prophecy that God gives to us to
help us experience this wonderful
privilege.

1. The first step to overcoming sin
is that we must believe that it is
possible, and, dear friend, if we don't
believe it, then we need to get our
Bible and our Spirit of Prophecy and
begin to study until we know what the
Word of God says. God is more trust-
worthy than our past experience. Do
we believe that? Do we believe that our
past experience is a safe guide to go
by? We may have failed for 80 years.
That is not a safe guide to go by. That
means we have never done what God
has told us to do for 80 years.

We must believe the Word of God.
And if we don't believe that, we need
to come and say, Lord, give me that
faith. Help me to believe what You say
and to step out on that faith.
2. The second step is that if wc want

to overcome sin, we must study the
Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy.
David said, "Thy word have I hid in
mine heart that I might not sin against
thee." Psalm 119:11, KJV. We must

study the Word until it becomes a part
of us. J find that one of the best ways of
doing that is memorizing, meditating,
spending time with the Word. I made a
dccision many years ago that I was
going to spend an hour a day at least
with HisWord,the Bible and the Spirit
of Prophecy, and J have tried to keep
that commitment. But it is a struggle.

Every day the devil tries to keep me
too busy to study the Word, and I have
to struggle to find the time. But I want
to tell you, there is no other way.

It was by the Word of God that
Jesus rebuked Satan there in the
wilderness, "It is written...." And if
any of us are seeking to be victorious
Christians and we are not finding time
every day with the Word, we are fool-
ing ourselves. It won't happen. Now
Satan may let us go on in a state where
we are not doing anything bad, but we
are still his slave. He can let us go on in
a tranquil way as a church member, as
an elder and a Sabbath school teacher
or deacon. He can let us fulfill these of-
fices. In fact, he would rather we would
fulfil those offices, but we are his slave.
At the critical moment he can make us
fall, and before the Lord comes we will
fall so badly that we will completely
give up.

Dear friend, study the Word of
God and make it a part of you. Don't
read any faster than you can assimilate
and comprehend. Don't go beyond
something you are doing. If you read
something you should be doing, stop
right there until you are doing it and
then go on.

I should mention in that respect
though, that while it is important that
we spend time with the Word, there is
one way the Word can become totally
useless to us, and that is if we are
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Man is an intelligent, accountable being; he
is not to be carried about as a passive
burden by the Lord, but is to work in
harmony with Christ

spending an equal amount of time
watching television or reading novels
or short stories. There can be no con-
cord betwecn Christ and Belial, and
dear friends, it is not only important
that we read the Word of God, it is also
important that we quit reading the
words of Satan. It is wrillen of John the
Baptist, "It was a lonely region where
he found his home.... Uninterrupted
by the clamor of the world, he could
here study the lessons of nature, of rev-
elation, of Providence.... He dis-
trusted his own power to withstand
temptation, and shrank from constant
contact with sin, lest he should lose the
sense of its exceeding sinfulness." The
Desire ofAges, 101-102. If that is true of
John the Baptist, how much truer it
should be of us!

3. We must pray. All Christians-
not only Seventh-day Adventists-
know the importance of prayer. Have
you ever mct a Christian that did not
know that it was important to pray? I
have never known one. The sad thing is
that for most of us this is theoretical
knowledge. Most of us do not pray. We
have a ritual before every meal, we have
a ritual when we get up and before
going to bed. But as for really seriously
praying, we do not do it.

I would like to challenge you. When
you go to bcd, when you have your
goodnight prayer, look at your watch
when you kneel down and when you
gct up. I venture to say that most of us
will be very much surprised at how far
the second hand has traveled. When I
began to spend an hour or two a day
with the Word of God, the Lord
worked marvelously. I found a new ex-
perience in reading the Word every
day for almost ten years- through col-
lege, through four years at Lorna
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Linda, in the army, and then I began
my internship in Redding, Pennsyl-
vania. All of a sudden there was noth-
ing more to my reading, nothing morc
to my study of the Word of God; some-
thing had happened. Itwas not there as
it used to be. What in the world had
happened? I thought and thought. Fi-
nally it occurred to me. The Lord re-
vealed it to me. I am studying, but I am
not praying except for the ritual. I al-
ways prayed before opening the Word
of God, but as far as really praying, it
wasn't there. What God did was to say
that it was time for me to have another
experience. And the Lord helped me
to have that experience, He just took
the meaning of the Word away.
If God is not helping you read the

Word, therc is not much there. I said,
"Lord, I am going to learn to pray." I
began to set an hour aside in the morn-
ing for prayer. I thought, What willI do
for an hour? You don't know how long
an hour is in prayer until you try it. I
went out into the woods and bcgan to
spend an hour every morning in
prayer. I said I would do it if it killed
me. It did not kill me. An hour a day,
an hour every morning, uLord, teach
me to pray." I did not know much what
to do in prayer, but I began to pray, I

began to learn. I did that for about a
year. Since then I have tried to spend a
half hour a day every morning in
prayer. Prayer needs to become as nat-
ural as the breath of the soul. We need
to spend time, not time while we arc
driving or doing something else.

I talk to people who say, "I talk to
God all day long, while I am driving,
while I am rolling my hair, while I am
eating, when I am sleeping, I talk to
Him all day long." You may talk to
Him all day long, but you need some

time when just you and He are to-
gcther on your knees-if you can kneel.
If you can't, just kneel in your heart.
But you need some time when just you
and the Lord are together alone.
4. We must learn to love other

people if we want to overcome sin.
God is interested in more than our not
stealing, He is interested in our giving
to the poor. He is interested in morc
than just that we don't swear, He is in-
terested that we are praising God. We
have to go beyond IIot sinning to doing
what is right if we want to quit sinning.
You cannot live in a vacuum. You can-
not just not sin.
In Luke 11:24, Jesus said: "When

an unclean spirit goes out of a man."
Here Jesus is talking about someone
who has been freed from sin. He has
been an alcoholic, he has been a
tobacco user, he has been an adulterer,
he has been a liar, he has been a glut-
ton, he has been whatever else that is
evil. But now he has been freed from
sin. That is a wonderful accomplish-
ment. Oh, praise God! The unclean
spirit is gone and his house is left clean.
And Jesus said when he goes, "He
goes through dry places, seeking rest;
and finding none, he says, 'I will return
to my house from whence I camc.' And
when he comes, he finds it swept and
put in order. Then he goes and takes
with him seven other spirits more
wicked than himself, and they enter
and dwell there; and the last state of
that man is worse than the first." 24-26

I want to tell you that God is not in
the business of taking sinless people to
heaven. He is that, but they have to be
more than sinless; they have to be
righteous. This pulpit is a perfectly
good pulpit. It never sins, I never see it
sin, but God is not taking it to heaven.
We could go out and be a hermit some-
place, and I suppose we might over-
come as far as outward deeds are con-
cerned. But God is not interested in
merely sinless people. He is interested
in righteous people and the only way
we can overcome sin is to begin to
develop a character of love such as
Jesus had.

5. After doing everything else, re-
ceiving power from the Lord in our
Bible study and our prayer and after
believing God, we must then choose to



God saw that it was impossible for man to
overcome in his own strength, with his own
feeble moral power; yet man is required to
exercise all the capabilities and powers that
God has given him in order to overcome

do what is right and refuse to do what
is wrong. We must exercise the will.
"The pleasing fable that all there is

to do is to believe has destroyed thou-
sands. . .. Man is an intelligent, ac-
countable being; he is not to be carricd
about as a passivc burden by the Lord,
but is to work in harmony with Christ.
Man is to take up his appointed work
in striving for glory, honor, and immor-
tality. God calls upon men for the use
of cvcry talent He has lent them, the
exercise of every power He has given;
for man can never be saved in disobe-
dience and indolence." Review alld
Herald, April 1, 1890. Listen, there is a
striving that must be done. You are not
going to fall into heaven. You may fall
into hell; but you arc not going to fall
into heaven. There is a striving that
must take place. If you are lazy, you
need to find victory ovcr that.
The next week, she wrote, HAs they

[Christians] see their defccts, they
should seek the aid of the Spirit of God
to enable them to have moral strength
to resist the temptations of Satan, and
to reach the perfection of the standard.
... Divine power will be combined with
their human effort, and Satan cannot
overcome them.... God will work for
His children, but not without their co-
operation. They must have indomitable
encrgy." And again, on June 10, 1890:
"God saw that it was impossible for
man to overcome in his own strength,
with his own feeble moral powcr; yet
man is required to exercise all the capa-
bilities and powers that God has given
him in order to overcome."

Now some people say, Oh, yes, we
have to exercise our power to read and
pray, but aftcr that God does it all. No,
that is not right. This statement says
that we have to exercise all our powers
to overcome. There is something man
must do. We have to refuse to sin-by
God's help. "And then he needs a
higher power, and help has been laid
upon One who is mighty to save. Divine
power may combine with human effort,
that through Jesus man may stand free,
a conqueror.... Man may stand with
the moral image of God in his
character; for Jesus will give it to him."
Ibid. Nen'tthose beamiful promises?

6. We must practice health reform.
Look with me at Romans 12:1-2: "I be-

seech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that you present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept-
able to God, which is your reasonable
service. And do not be conformed to
this world."

Look with me at Psalm 106:13-15,
the experience of the Children of
Israel: "They soon forgot His works;

they did not wait for H is counsel, but
lusted exceedingly in the wilderness,
and tempted God in the desert. And
He gave them their request, but sent
leanness into their soul." Dear friends,
when the Children ofIsrael refused the
health message that God sent them,
God allowed them to go their way, but
He sent leanness to their souls. I want
to tell you that no one is going to be a
total overcomer until he accepts the
health reform message that God has
given for this people. We cannot have
part of God's message and reject the
rest. It is true enough we could eat any-
thing any way we wanted to, and God
could just miraculously make us per-
fectly healthy in body, mind and soul,
but He is not going to do it. He expects
us to do something to cleanse the
blood vessels and to help our minds to
be strong and to have will power. He
expects us to be getting our exercise, to
be eating the right kind of food. He ex-
pects us 10 follow the principles He has
given, for we have to do all that we can
do La co-operate Wilh Him.
7. We must rejoice under trial, an-

olher way of saying that we must sur-
render completely to the Lord and
trust Him with our lives. You see, God
knows us better than we know our-
selves and He is our teacher and He
knows just what it is that will perfect
within us a Christian character. Some-
times it is a little hard on us. One of the

ways God has of getting us ready for
heaven is allowing us to go through
some tests and trials. But the only way
these tests and trials do us any good is
if we accept them cheerfully.

Let's look up 1 Thessalonians 5:16-
18: "Rejoice always, pray without ceas-
ing, in everything give thanks for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus con-

cerning you." KJV. Dear friend, I have
a question for you. Are you obedient to
the Word? Have you learned to be a
joyful, cheerful Christian? Have you
yielded your life completely and unre-
servedly to the Lord? Or have you set
conditions upon which you can be
happy? Have you set conditions which
God needs 10 fulfill, either spoken or
unspoken? Somewhere in the deep
recesses of your mind have you set
conditions upon the Lord? Or have
you told the Lord, My life is Yours
completely. If I get cancer, if I am
doing the best I can, then I am going to
trust You to either heal me or trust that
it is the best in Your will and I am
going to be happy. I am going to do the
best [ can with my finances, [ am going
to learn to sacrifice and to work as
Paul did. But if after doing all that [
end up a pauper, I am going to be
happy, I have done the best I could. If I
have a backache that is just killing me,
and I have done the best I can 10 follow
health principles, I'll pray to the Lord
about it, and after doing all the rest I
can and I still have a terrible backache
that just hangs on and on,l am going to
be happy. I am going to say, Lord, it
surely is painful, but thank You. I
praise Your name because I know that
all things work together for good to
them that love the Lord and dear Lord,
I love You and I trust You and I trust
that You arc going to work this out for
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good, too. Maybe You will take it away
tomorrow. Maybe it will never be taken
away, but whatever it is, I trust You
completely and I praise Your name for
being the Lord of my life.

Well, dear friends, let's review these
seven things very brieny: We must
believe. We must read the Bible and
Spirit of Prophecy. We must pray. We
must love one another. We must exer-
cise our will. We must practice health
reform. We must rejoice in the Lord.
We need to know these things be-

cause some people think, If I just do
this one thing, I will have victory. Then
they do not have it and they wonder
why because maybe they arc not doing
something else. You see the health of
our soul is like the health of our body.
Someone says, If I just eat the right
kind of food, I will be healthy. But he
linds out he is not healthy because he is

worrying all the time, or he is not get-
ting enough sleep, or he is not getting
enough exercise. You know it takes
more than just good food to be healthy.
Well, if I drink enough water, I will be
healthy. Listen, you can drink two gal-
lons of water a day but you are not
going to be healthy if you are not eating
the right food, getting exercise and all
the other things, are you? So to be
healthy, you need to obey all the laws
of health.

Somebody says, Well, I don't want
to be a health reformer; I will just read
the Bible twice as long and that will
make up for it. Somebody says, Well, I
don't want to be cheerful under trial so
I will just do more praying and that will
make up for it. No, friends, it takes
every aspect to be healthy physically or
spiritually. So what we have done is to
look over the whole thing so that you

can see that maybe there is one thing
you are not doing in your life. You may
be doing everything else, but there is
something you are not doing.

This is my question to you. Is there
one of these seven things that is lacking
in your life? Is there one thing? I would
like you right now to make this practi-
cal. Look down and see for yourself;
has the Holy Spirit impressed you that
there is onc thing that you are not
doing? I would like you to put your
linger on that one, and I would like you
to commit yourself to the Lord, and
ask the Lord to help you change that
area of your life so that you can be a
victor. God will help you. I!I

'All Scripture texts arc taken from the New
King James Version unless otherwise noted.

As we try to become acquainted with our heavenly father through His Word, angels will draw near, our minds will be strengthened,
our characlers will be elevaled and relined. We slmll become more like our Saviour. And as we behold the beautiful and grand in
nature, our go out after God. While the spirit is awed, the soul is invigorated by coming: in contact with the Infinite
through His works. Communion with God through prayer develops the mental and moral faculties, and the spiritual powers
strengthen as we cultivate thoughts upon spiritual things. 711e Desire ojAges, 70-71

As lhe truth of God tills our h""rts, absorbs our aITections, and controls our lives, we also "ill count it joy to suITer for the truth's
sake. No llrison walls, no martyr's stake, can then daunt or hinder us in the great work. Testimonies, vol. 3, 406-407

Many attend religious services, and are refreshed and coml'orted by the Word ofGod; but through neglect ofmedilation, watchful-
ness, and pr"yer, they lose the blessing, and lind themselves more destitute than before they received it. 77te Desire ojAges, 83

At a very early age, Jesus had begun to act for Himself in the formation of His character, and not even respect and love for His
parents could turn Him from obedience to God's word. "It is written" was His reason for every act that varied from the family cus-
toms. Ibid., 86

[John the Baptist] saw his people deceived, self-satisfied, and in their sins. He longed to rouse them to a holier life. The mes-
sage that God had given him to bear was designed to sL,rtle them from their lethargy, and cause them to tremble because of their
great wickedness. Before the seed of the gospel could tind lodgment, the soil oflhe heart must be broken up. Before they would seek
healing from Jesus, they must be awakened to their danger from the wounds of sin. Ibid., 103-104

It is essential that men be raised up to open the living omeles 01' God to all peoples. Men 01' all r"nks and capacities, with their
various gifts, are to co-operate harmoniously for a common result. They are to unite in the work of bringing the truth to the people,
each worker fulfilling his own special appointment Testimonies, vol. 6, 17

To sin, wherever found, "our God is a consuming lire." Hebrews U:29. In all who submit to His power the Spirit of God will con-
sume sin. But if men ding to sin, they become identilicd with it. TIleD the glory ofGod, which destroys sin, must destroy them. 77le
Desire ojAges, 107
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He took upon His sinless nature our sinful
nature, that He might know how to succor

those that are tempted

Nature of Christ
conlinued from 21

have recognized the Crror of this doc-
Irine and have joined Ihe ranks of
those who are again preaching the bib-
lical message of the fallen nature of our
Lord and Saviour. Through this beau-
lifullruth Jesus shines forth with new
luster to the minds of men and women.
Some of the reasons we under-

stand that Christ look man's fallen na-
ture are as follows:
1) The least important is Ihe fact

that historically the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church has preached the fallen
nature.
2) We have 10 accept the fallen na-

ture because the Bible supports it:
"For we have not an high priest

which cannot be louchcd with Ihe feel-
ing of our infirmities; but was in all
points tempted like as we arc, yet
without sin." Hebrews 4:15
"Forasmuch then as the children

are partakers of nesh and blood, he
also himself likewise took parI of the
same; that through death he might de-
stroy him that had Ihe power of death,
that is, the devil; and deliver them who
through fear of death were all Iheir

lifetime subject to bondage. For verily
he took not on him the nature of an-
gels; but he took on him the seed of
Abraham. Wherefore in all things it
behoved him to be made like unto his
brethren, that he might be a merciful
and faithful high priest in things per-
taining to God, to make reconciliation
for the sins of the people. For in that he
himself hath suffered being tempted,
he is able to succour them that are
tempted." Hebrews 2:14-18
uConcerning his Son Jesus Christ

our Lord, which was made of the seed

of David according to Ihe nesh." Ro-
mans 1:3
"For what the law could not do, in

that it was weak through the nesh, God
sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin
in thc nesh: that the righteousness of
the law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not after the nesh, but after the
Spiri!." Romans 8:3-4

"But when the fulness of the time
was come, God sent forth his Son,
made of a woman, made under the law,
to redcem Ihem that we were under
the law, Ihat we might reccive the
adoption of sons." Galatians 4:4-5
3) There are over 400 statements in

which the issue of the human nature of
Christ is specifically addressed by Sis-
ler White. Always she refers to the
human nature of Christ as "fallen" or
"sinful," thus confirming the words of
Scripture. Never once does she use the
term "unfalleD," or ICsinless" in relation
to Christ's human nature. These state-
ments inelude the following:
"Letters have been coming in to

me, affirming that Christ could not
have had the same nature as man, for if
He had, Hc would havc fallen under

similar temptations. IfHe did not have
man's nature, He could not be our ex-
ample. IfHe was not a parlaker of our
nature, He could not have been
templed as man has been." Selected
Aifessages, book 1,408

"The great work of redemption
could be carried out only by the Re-
deemer taking the place of fallen
Adam." Review alld Herald, February
24, 1874

"Notwithstanding that the sins of a
guilty world were laid upon Christ,
notwithstanding the humiliation of

taking upon Himself our fallen nature,
the voice ftom heaven declared Him to
be the Son of the Eternal." TIle Desire
ofAges, 112

"Jesus told them [the angels] ...
that He should take man's fallen na-
ture, and His strength would not be
even equal with theirs." Early J.Vn"tings,
150

"It was in the order of God that
Christ should take upon Himself the
form and nature of fallen man." Spir-
illIai Gifes, vol. 4, 115

"But when Adam was assailed by
the tempter, none of the effects of sin
were upon him. He stood in the
strength of perfect manhood, possess-
ing the full vigor of mind and body. He
was surrounded with Ihe glories of
Eden, and was in daily communion with
heavenly things. It was not thus with
Jesus when He entered the wilderness
to cope with Satan. For four thousand
years the race had been decreasing in
physical strength, in mental power, and
in moral worth; and Christ took upon
Him the infirmities of degenerate
humanity. Only thus could He rescue
man from the lowest depths of his de-
gradation." The Desire ofAges, 117

Perhaps the most poignant expres-
sion of Sister White upon this matter
states that Christ took our sinful na-
ture.

"He took upon His sinless nature
our sinful nature, lhat He might know
how to succor those that are templed."
Aifedical Aifillistry, 181

Some have attempted to support
the view that Jesus simply took the
physical form alone, but that belief
cannot be sustained by the evidence in
Sister White's writings. (Reread Spir-
ilual Gifts, vol. 4, 115.) To separate
Christ's physical nature from His men-
tal and moral nature would take us
back to the Greek pagan concept of
the distinction between an evil body
and a good soul. No right-thinking
Seventh-day Adventist dare accept
that dualistic view of man. It is a
satanic deception. If Christ had a fall-
en physical nature, and He did, then
His entire nature was fallen.
Some have emphasized the fact

that Romans 8:3 uses the term "like-
ness of sinful nesh." When we realize
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He was tempted in all points like as we are,
and yet because He kept His will surrendered
and sanctified, He never bent in the slightest
degree towards the doing of evil, or towards

manifesting rebellion against God

that the word here translated "like-
ness," is the same Greek word (ho-
moioma) from which we derive the
word homogeneity (of the same
order), we do not need to stumble over
the meaning. Paul's use of this Greek
word is illustrated in Philippians 2:7:
HBul made himself of no reputation,
and took upon him the form of a ser-
vant, and was made in the llkeness of
men."

No one would usc this text to prove
that Christ was unlike men. Vet such
poor logic is frequently applied to Ro-
mans 8:3. Consistency and good logic
preclude "likeness" there being inter-
preted "unlikeness."
Where some of us have made mis-

takes in the past is that we have not
addressed the genuine concerns of
those who honestly hold to the pre-Fall
view of Christ's nature. Such are also
quoting passages of the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy. The two most com-
mon tc:-.1S used in support of this crror
are Luke 1:35 and Hebrews 7:26:
"And the angel answered and said

unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come
upon thee, and the power of the
Highest shall overshadow thee: there-
fore also that holy thing which shall be
born of thee shall be called the Son of
God."

"For such an high priest became us,
who is holy, harmless, undefiled, sepa-
rate from sinners, and made higher
than the heavens."

It is important here to realize that
these Scriptures arc not talking about
nature, that which we inherited, but
character. A clear distinction bClwccn
nature and character avoids the
anomalous view of some suggesting
that Christ had both the pre-Fall and
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post-Fall natures. It may be significant
that every Jewish eldest male child was
called "holy unto the Lord."

"As it is written in the law of the
Lord, Every male that openeth the
womb shall be called holy to the Lord."
Luke 2:23

Some have been concerned that
those who believe in the post-Fall na-
ture of Christ (postlapsarian) are
making Christ a sinner. This view has
been exacerbated by the fact that so
many of those who espouse these con-
cerns believe in a modified form of
Augustinian original sin. Their argu-
ment states that if Christ was born with
a sinful nalure, He was automatically a
sinner. This is the argument S. N.
Haskell had to meet at the turn of the
century when he had been detailed to
help those who '....cre affected by the
holy-nesh movement in Indiana. In writ-
ing to Sister White on the topic, he said,
"When we stated that we believe that
Christ was born in fallen humanity, they
[the holy-nesh people] would represent
us as believing that Christ sinned,
notwithstanding the fact that we would
state our position so clearly that it would
seem as if no one could misunderstand
us. Their point of theology in this partic-
ular respect seemed to be this: They
believe that Christ took Adam's nature

before he fell." S. N. Haskell, letter to
Ellen White, September 25,1900
A number of stalements made by

Sister White, taken almost exelusively
from a letter she wrote to Pastor W. L.
H. Baker in 1895, ha....e been used to
support the pre-Fall view of the nature
of Christ. This letter is set out in some
detail in the fifth volume of the Bible
Commentary, and in full in Dr. Ralph
Larson's book. The concepts ex-

pressed there that have been misun-
derstood include:
"Do not set Him [Christ] before the

people as a man with the propensities
of sin." Ti,e Sevemlr-day Adventist
Bible Commentary, vol. 5, 1128

In this message we are warned
against asserting that Christ had "pro-
pensities of sin." At the same time Sis-
ter White expresses the fact that we are
born with inherent propensities of dis-
obedience. Also she warns against
making Christ exactly like us.
However, here she is talking again
about His character, not His nature.

Perhaps the most explicit expres-
sion of this fact is as follows:

"Jesus Christ is our example in all
things. He began life, passed through
its experiences, and ended its record,
with a sanctified human will. He was
tempted in all points like as we arc,
and yet because He kept His will sur-
rendered and sanctified, He ne....er
bent in the slightest degree towards the
doing of evil, or towards manifesting
rebellion against God." Signs of the
Times, October 29, 1894
Here surely is the key. The whole

difference between Christ and man
was not nature, but character. That
one understanding of the human na-
ture of Christ enhances our under-
standing of the gift of Heaven. It helps
us to understand what it really meant
for God to give His only begotten Son
that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but ha....e everlasting
life (John 3:16). It helps us to under-
stand how Jesus is able to succor them
that are tempted (Hebrews 2:17) and
why He is not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to re-
pentance (2 Peter 3:9). We begin to
understand how He is able to save to
the uttermost all that come unto God
by Him (Hebrews 7:25).

In using the Baker letter in defense
of the error that Jesus took an unfallen
human nature, men are simply wresting
inspiration. It will be noted that the
passage quoted does not plainly state
that Jesus possessed an unfallen human
nature. It rather addresses the fact that
He possessed no propensities to sin.
This is a markedly difficult matter. Vet
proponents of the NewTheologywould



If Christ's coming in fallen human flesh is
the key to our understandings of the mystery
of godliness, then surely the key to our

understanding of the mystery of iniquity is
the denial that Jesus came in the flesh

have us equate the absence of propen-
sities to sin with the possession of a un-
fallen nature. It is no such thing. That
this is so is proved by the fact that "Wc
need not retain one sinful propensity."
The Seventh-day Advelllist Bible Com-
melllary, vol. 7, 943. Sincc we manifestly
do possess fallen natures, it is undenia-
ble that the absence of sinful propensi-
ties may be a characteristie of persons
possessing sueh a nature. Thus to use
the Baker letter as proof that Christ

possessed an unfallen nature demon-
strates a failure to fully investigate the
matter.
Many equate sinful propensities

with the temptations they experience.
Yet Jesus was tempted in all points like
as we are. Thus this conclusion is false.
Sister White cites examples of sinful
propensities. These prove to be evil at-
tributes of character, thus verifying
that the statement in the Baker letter
testifies to the fact that Christ pos-
sessed a sinless character, despite pos-
sessing the disadvantage of our fallen
natures. Only thus could He truly be
our Example. The relevant passage
slates:
"Self-indulgence, self-pleasing,

pride and extravagance must be re-
nounced. We cannot be Christians and
gratify these propensities." Review alld
}{erald,May16,1893

No one addresses the humanity of
Christ more fully than does the apostle
John. No doubt because he was expos-
ing the Gnostic errors of his day, he af-
firmed both the divinity and the
humanity of Jesus Christ:
"In the beginning was the Word

and the Word was with God and the
Word was God. The same was in the
beginning with God." John 1:1-2

"And the Word was made nesh and
dwelt among us (and we beheld his
glory, the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father,) full of grace and truth."
John 1:14

"That which was from the begin-
ning, which we have heard, which we
have secn with our eyes, which we have
looked upon, and our hands have
handled, of the Word of life; (for the
life was manifested, and we have seen
it, and bear witness, and shew unto you

that eternal life, which was with the
Father, and was manifested unto us.)"
1 John 1:1-2
This is the same John who offers

the most pointed evidence of the im-
portance of the issue of the nature of
Christ:
"Hereby know ye the spirit of God:

Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus
Christ is come in the nesh is of God;
and every spirit that eonfesseth not
that Jesus Christ is come in the nesh is
not of God; and this is that spirit of an-
tichrist, whereof ye have heard that it
should come; and even now already is
it in the world." 1 John 4:2-3

It is thus evident that the human
nature ofChrist is cenlral to the identi-
fication of the antiehrist. As Seventh-
day Adventists, in line with Wycliffe,
Luther, and the other Reformers, we
have no question of the modern-day
application of the antichrist to the
Papacy. The Catholic Church upholds
the doctrine that Christ had an unfall-
en nature, denying that Christ came to
earth with the nature of sinful nesh.
This insight of John soberly focuses the
issue within the conlext of the great
controversy.
John further emphasized this mat-

tcr: "For many deceivers are entered

into the world, who confess not that
Jesus Chri5t i5 come in the
a deceiver and an antiehrist." 2 John 7
The key doctrinal error of the

Papacy (antichrist) is here cited to be
the belief that Jesus did not come in
the nesh. This scripture manifestly
cannol refer to a belief that Jesus was
not human, for the Papacy has never
denied that fact. But with its doctrine
of the immaculate conception the
Papacy has denied the truth that Jesus
came with our fallen nature. Here is
the core of the spirit of antichrist, and
here too is the core of the New The-
ology. They are dangerous bedfellows.

Paul gives strong support to this in-
terpretation in his identification of the
mystery of godliness (1 Timothy 3:16)
and the mystery of iniquity (2 Thes-
salonians 2:7). An understanding of
the mystery of godliness is essential to
our understanding of the mystery of
iniquity. Paul declares the human na-
ture of Christ to be central to the mys-
tery of godliness:
"And without controversy great is

the mystery of godliness: God was
manifest in the flesh, justified in the
Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto
the Gentiles, believed on in the world,
received up into glory. 1 Timothy 3:16
If Christ's coming in fallen human

nesh is the key to our understandings
of the mystery of godliness, then surely
the key to our understanding of the
mystery of iniquity is the denial that
Jesus came in the nesh. Thus John re-
fers to this error as the spirit of an-
tichrist.
The insights of Paul into the mystery

of godliness and the mystery of iniquity
unlock the central relationship of the
human nature of Christ to character
perfection. Those who believe Christ
was manifest in the nesh - in fallen
human nature - understand the godli-
ness that Christ provides for all who in
faith accept Him. I!!I

I Dr. Ralph Larson, The Word Was Math Flesh,
(Cherrystonc Press, Cherry Valley, CA
92223) t986
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Medical Missionary Colporteur
Training School

The Mount Rainier Missionary Institute is soon to become a
reality. The building permits are in hand and by the time

you read the September Our Firm Foundation
\ construction will be under way. .;. i
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We plan to start the first class October 3.
Though our full facilities will not yet be available,

the staff is now ready to present a three-month curriculum,
training medical missionary colporteurs. Those who want to be

trained as lay pastors and Bible workers can continue with another
90 day program, followed by a three month practicum in soulwinning,
conducting Revelation Seminars, cooking schools, Five-day Stop Smoking
programs, and more. All those who are interested in this class session for
October should call or write to Ken McGaughey, Hope International,

Box 940, Eatonville, WA 98328

Hope International
Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328
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