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Editorial

I was recently given a paper - writtenby a prominent person in the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church-which is
entitled "Are You Saved?" The writer
uses the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy to
show that one can be saved while in the
act of sinning, and misuses the inspired
writings of Ellen White to prove his
point. He describes a hypothetical
scene in which he, as an ordained Sev-
enth-day Adventist minister, while vis-
iting an attractive married woman, is
seduced, and in the act of adultery is
shot dead by the woman's husband. He
claims he would be saved because the
direction of his life to that moment was
toward salvation. In support of his po-
sition, he quotes from Steps to Christ,
57-58: "The character is revealed, not
by occasional good deeds and occa-
sional misdeeds, but by the tendency of
the habitual words and acts."
His words following this beautiful

quotation are these: "It is the direction
of my life that counts-not the in-
dividual acts." With this reasoning God
could save nearly everyone, since
character development in preparation
for eternity seems to be unimportant. If
man can be saved in the act of adultery,
he can be saved while he is stealing and
lying. But inspired testimony disagrees.
"But fornication, and aU uncleanness, or
covetousness, let it not be once named
among you, as becometh saints; ... for
this ye know, that no whoremongcr, nor
unclean person, nor covetous man, who
is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the
kingdom of Christ and of God." Ephe-
sians 5:3, 5
Why was Zinni, a prince in Israel,

run through by the sword of Phinchas
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for his adultery? Would this gentleman
say that Zimri is saved because the
direction of his soul was right with
God? His position in the church would
seemingly justify such rationalizations.
Remember, Phinehas' act of killing
Zimri turned the wrath of God from
the church. See Numbers 25:11.
The testimony of Paul is clear and

to the point. "Now the works of the
nesh are manifest, which are these;
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, las-
civiousness, idolatry, witchcraft,
hatred, variance, emulations, wrath,
strife, seditions, heresies, envyings,
murders, drunkenness, revellings, and
such like." Galatians 5:19-21

"They that are in the nesh cannot
please God. But ye are not in the nesh,
but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit
of God dwell in you. Now if any man
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none
of his.... For if ye live after the nesh,
ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit
do mortify the deeds of the body, ye
shall live." Romans 8:8-9, 13.
Surely all can see that the act of

aduhery is an act of the "nesh." Ifwe
are practicing sin in the nesh, we are
not Christ's. If we crucify the nesh we
shall live, and when led by the Holy
Spirit we are then sons and daughters
of the Most High-saved from sin, and
not in sin. The Holy Spirit never abides
in the sinner practicing known sin.

ClChrist always separates the con-
trite soul from sin. He came to destroy
the works of the devil, and He has
made provision that the Holy Spirit
shall be imparted to every repentant
soul, to keep him from sinning.
"The tempter's agency is not to be

accounted an excuse for onc wrong act.
Satan is jubilant when he hears the
professed followers of Christ making
excuses for their deformity of charac-
ter. It is these excuses that lead to sin.
There is no excuse for sinning. A holy

temper, a Christlike life, is accessible to
every repenting, believing child of
God." 77,e Desire ofAges, 311
The arguments presented by this

well-known author describe a counter-
feit righteousness by faith. He has
grossly misused the Spirit of Prophecy
and the Bible to say you can't help sin-
ning and God will save you as long as
the direction of your life is good. But
God does not save good people, He
saves holy people.

After using the illustration of being
saved when shot dead in the act of adul-
tery, he makes this alarming statement:
"Then, just as I am not saved by

being good, I am not lost by being bad.
The only way I will be lost is, once
again, by making an intelligent,
(rational) decision to no longer trust in
Christ for my salvation. The moment]
make that decision, I am lost."
The author is perhaps unaware that

Inspiration has already spoken on this
point. "The strongest temptation is no
excuse for sin. However great the pres-
sure brought to bear upon the soul,
transgression is our own acl. It is not in
the power of earth or hell to compel
anyone to sin. The will must consent,
the heart must yield, or passion cannot
overbear reason, nor iniquity triumph
over righteousness." Siglls oftire Times,
April 15, 1913

Unfortunately, confused thinking
and confused theology of this nature
are causing trcmendous division within
the church today. Many sheep of the
Lord's pasture are faltcring for want of
the simple truths of righteousness by
faith. My prayer is that this special
issue of Our Firm Foundation will
prove a blessing to the thousands of our
people seeking to live out the great
principles of the third angel's mes-
sagc-rightcousness by faith in verity.

RON SPEAR- EOITOR
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though they had no namc to live; for they
arc dead. Christ compares them to life-
less branchcs that are gathered and
burned in the fire. "Every branch in me
that beareth not fruit he taketh away:
and every branch that beareth fruit, he
purgeth it, that it may bring forth more
fruit." [John 15:2]
There can be no actual connection

with Christ if the person who claims it
has no practical knowledge of the suffi-
ciency of the grace ofGod that is potent
to elevate, ennoble, refine, and fit the
Christian for the courts of heaven.
Those who know Christ, will make
manifest the desirableness of His love
and peace. Every genuine believer will
taste, and see that the Lord is good, and
will show forth the praises of Him who
called us out darkness into the mar-
velous light of the children of God. The
true believer not only has faith, but he
has also a knowledge of the efficacy of
the blood of Christ to cleanse from the
defilement of sin. Christ crucified is the
subject of his thought and meditation.
The Word of God to him is not a cun-
ningly devised fable. Christ crucified,
though unto the Jews a stumbling block,
and unto the Greeks foolishness, is to
him the power and wisdom of God.
When assailed by skeptics, his living ex-
perience in the things of God will fur-
nish him with arguments that cannot be
gainsaid, and will enable him to resist
every dart of the wicked one, so that
even the uneducated believer may have

WhiteEllen G.
at the last day." [John 6:53-54] True faith
takes the Word of God and weaves it
into thc life and character. Faith lives by
every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God. Christ explained to His
disciples the meaning ofeatingHis flesh
and drinking His blood. He said, "It is
the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh prof-
iteth nothing; the words that [ speak
unto you they are spirit, and they are
life." [John 6:63]

Faith is that mysterious and nUghty
principle that attracts the soul ofman to
God. As the sapless branch is united to
the living vine, so we must be connected
with Christ. There are two kinds of con-
nection between the branches and the
vine stock. One is visible, but superficial.
The other is invisible and vital. So there
is an apparent union, a membership
with the church, and a profession of re-
ligion, which, though in itself good, is
too often unaccompanied by saving
faith in Jesus or living obcdience to the
commandments of God. The branchcs
that are connectedwith Christ, the living
vine, will make it manifest by bearing
much fruit in good works to the glory of
God. Butthe branches which have noth-
ing but an apparent union, will be fruit-
less. As the branch cannot possibly
bring forth fruit without a vital connec-
tion with the parent stock, so the Chris-
tian can be fruitful in goodworks only as
union with Christ is made and pre-
served. The ruin of those who are not
connected with Christ, is as complete as

A
Zl Vital
-'- Connection

HE WHO has genuine
faith in Christ will

have a knowledge ofChrist.
He will have a growing
sense of the power and pre-
ciousness of redeeming
love and grace, because
Christ has been brought
into his daily life. He
believes in Christ as his
Saviour, and hopes in
the mercy of God. Al-

though he
knows that
he is a sin-

ner, and de-
serves the wrath of

God, yet he looks to Calvary and sees
the Lamb of God that taketh away the
sin of the world. He knows that Christ
has died for him, and that in Christ it is
possible to keep the commandments of
God. He has the witness in his own soul
of thc virtue and the love of Jesus,
which his faith grasps, and appropri-
ates to himself.

His faith is not of that fraudulent
character which refuscs to lift the cross,
and follow Christ by yielding obedience
to all the prccepts of Jehovah. It is not
of that presumptuous nature that lays
claim to the pronUses of God without
complying with the conditions upon
which they are to be granted. His is a
faith that understands what the Saviour
meant when he said, "Except ye eat the
flesh of the Son of man, and drink his
blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso
eatoth my flesh, and drinketh my blood,
hath eternal life; and I will raise him up
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simple and genuine proofs of his posi-
tion, that C<lnnot be overborne by the
doubts and cavils of infidels. He C<ln re-
late that which he has himself ex-
pcrienced. He can say, "I know whom I
have believed." [2 Timothy 1:12]
Those who connect with the school

of Christ will be careful to obey the
words of the Lord. Their faith will be
founded upon knowledge, for they will
be diligent students of the Scriptures.
Like the humble fishermen who united
with the Saviour to learn of Him, those
who love Christ today will not only
listen to His words, but also practice
His precepts, and follow in His foot-
steps. The greatest Teacher the world
has ever known, has opened their un-
derstanding, and has given them
knowledge and judgment, that they
may approve things that are excellent.
The most educated, as well as the most
ignorant, may become partakers of the
knowledge of Christ's salvation. The
grcat apostle himself learned in the
school of Christ, and strengthened his
faith by his experience in following
Jesus, and by acquiring knowledge of
Bible history. He convinced men that
Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God,
and Christ shed His glory upon the
apostle, and he could speak from what
he had seen and known.

It is the very knowledge that we gain
daily, in our conflicts with Satan, that
will be valuable to us in the future. It is
the cxperiencc that we acquire in the
things that Jesus is doing for us, in
guarding our souls and bodies from the
cruel power of our enemy, that will in-
crease our hope and add to our power
to fight our way through. In Paul's ex-
perience of suffering for his Lord, he
realized the consolation and support of
his Redeemer. His trials did not dis-
hcartcn him, for thc rich grace of God
nerved him for the conflict, and with
fortitude and courage, he gloried in
tribulation.
What are we doing with the light

God has given to us? In temporal mat-
ters, many give thought and attention,
and close application of mind, in order
to make a business success. Should we
not give our very best talent to the serv-
ice of God? Should we not 'eek to gain
a greater knowledge, and a more intel-
ligent manner of doing the work of the

Lord? Are we content to exalt the tem-
poral above the eternal interests?

As the apostle prayed for the Phi-
lippian brethren, so pray for yourselves,
and for each other, "that your love may
abound yet more and more in knowl-
edge and in all judgment; that ye may
approve things that are excellent; that ye
may be sincere and without offense till
the day of Christ; being filled with the
fruits of righteousness, which are by
Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise
of God." [Philippians 1:9] We should
not be satisfied with our present spir-
itual attainments. If the Lord should
open before us our condition as it really

We shall have
the Spirit of

Christ, if we are
in union with Him

is, and we should see the danger there is
of losing our souls, even those who now
profess to be Christianswould fall upon
their knees, and pray earnestly, "Lord,
be merciful to me a sinner." The
astonishing indifference and careless-
ness which many now feel, is that they
are separated in their thoughts from
God, and really ignorant of their own
peril. If the truth does not have a sancti-
fying influence upon your life and
character, you will be like the foolish vir-
gins, whose lamps were gone out at the
very time when the bridegroom C<lme to
go in to the marriage. A theory of the
truth is not enough. There is a high
standard for us to reach. Our conflict is
a continual conflict with the powers of
darkness, and we must put on the whole
armor of God, fight the good fight of
faith, and lay hold on eternal life. But
how few are willing to urge their way
heavenward against every opposing
force of evil in the world!
The apostle prayed that love might

abound more and more. There must be
a living faith, before there can be a
living experience. There are many who
have a certain formal knowledge of

Christ, and an indefinite faith that does
not have an active infiuencc upon the
life and character. This faith is not a
saving faith. Our love for Jesus must
commence here, if we expect to love
Him through the ages of eternity. All
who love Christ will talk of Him. How
shall the world know of the blessed
hope, and the glorious appearing of
your Lord and Saviour, unless you
make it the theme of your thought and
conversation? If our hearts are re-
joicing in the hope of beholding our
comingSaviour, shall we not speak of it
to others? "Out of the abundance of
the heart the mouth speaketh." [Mat-
thew 12:34] We shaU have the Spirit of
Christ, ifwe arc in union with Him; and
with the same untiring love and
patience, we shall seek that which is
lost. One soul is worth the world. It is
the purchase of the blood of Christ,
and those who really love Christ will
feel the value of the souls for whom He
shed His precious blood.
The glory of the eternal world is just

before us. Are you forwarding your
treasure from this perishing earth to
the land of safety? What care is taken
to secure proper titles to your worldly
possession! Has your thought been ex-
ercised in regard to securing a title to
the heavenly possessions? Your
worldly estates will soon pass away,
notwithstanding all your anxiety and
toil. You must leave them all sometime.
You may die before the coming of
Jesus, or you may live till His appear-
ing; however it is, the thoughts and am-
bitions of earth must be relinquished;
but if your treasure is laid up on high,
your riches will be incorruptible, unde-
filed, and will never pass away.
Make friendship with Christ today.

Put your case in the hands of the great
Advocate. He will plead your cause
before the Father. Though you have
transgressed the law, and must plead
guilty before God, Christ will present
His precious blood in your behalf; and
through faith and obedience, and a
vital union with Christ, you may stand
acquittcd before thc Judge of all the
earth, and He will be your Friend when
the final trump shall sound, and the
scenes of earth shall be no more. !ii

Signs of ti,e Times, July 27, 1888
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works will not save even onc soul, yet it
is impossible for even onc soul to be
savcd without good works." Selected
Messages, book 1, 377

) was talking some years ago to a
fricnd who was deeply involved in the
New Theology. When ) explained to
him the biblical concept of sanctifica-
tion by faith (Acts 26:18), his immedi-
ate response was: "Well, that's not the
definition that modern theologians usc
today.") urged him to come back to the
only valid source of definition, that of
the inspired Bible writers. Unless we
have a true understanding of the nature
ofsanctification, we cannot understand
the gospel message. Paul referred not
only to the forgiveness of the gospel,
but also to the power of the gospel:
"For) am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unlo
salvation to every onc that believeth; to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek."
Romans 1:16
On onc occasion, I talked to a

prominent Advenlist theologian, who
quickly denied my affirmation that
sanctification was indeed an integral
part of the gospel. He said, "Sanctifi-
cation is a very good principle, but it is
not part of the gospel." It was difficult
to understand how this learned
scholar could be unaware lhat the
New Testament is replete with state-
ment after statement linking justifica-
tion and sanctification in a perfect
whole:

Unless we understand
true sanctification,
we cannot understand
the gospel message

Somehow over the centuries large
segments ofChristians have been led to
believe that justification is the free gift
ofgrace, but that sanctification embod-
ies merit from the works of man. Noth-
ing could be further from the truth.
Both justification and sanctification
are free gifts from God through Christ.
A true understanding of sanctification
underlies a true understanding of the
gospel. It is the faith that works by love
and purifies the soul. Galatians 5:6;
Acts 15:9

Those who believe in the fullness of
the gospel believe it encompasses the
total salvation acts of God through His
Son, Jesus Christ. Such believers have
often been accused of being per-
fectionists and legalists, of having been
oriented to a works-based salvation.
This belief is due to the false presup-
positions concerning sanctification of
the accusers. As Ellen White has so
wonderfully explained it: "While good--------1 Colin Standish1--------

SEVERAL years ago I was alarmedwhen) heard a fellow minister pro-
claim from the pulpit that "to put justi-
fication and sanctification together in
the gospel is to commit spiritual adul-
tery." My immediate impulse was to
challenge such error right then and
there in the church service. And per-
haps I should have. I cannot deny that
there must have becn many people in
that congregation that day who took
this pcrverse error at face value.
After the service I did challenge the

preacher: "What you said today would
have been truc, given your false under-
standing of sanctification."
"What do you think) believe?"
"You believe that justification is

God's perfect work for man through
His Son Jesus Christ."
"What do you bclieve justification

to be?"
") too believe that justification is

God's perfect work for man through
His Son, Jesus Christ. But it is your
false concept of sanctification with
which) have a serious problem."
"What do ) believc sanctification to

be?"
"You believe sanctification to be

man's imperfect works to God."
Without either confirming or deny-

ing what I had said, he asked for my
definition of sanctification. ) replied:
"Like justification, I believe that sancti-
fication is God's perfect work for man
through His Son, Jesus Christ."
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"Ifwe confess our sins, he is faithful
andjust to forgive us our sins [justifica-
tion], and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness [sanctification]." 1 John
1:9
"There is therefore now no con-

demnation to them which arc in Christ
Jesus [justification], who walk not after
thc nesh, but after the Spirit [sanctifi-
cation]." Romans 8:1

Justification and
sanctification are
characteristics of the
final generation

"To open their eyes, and to turn
them from darkness to light, and from
the power of Satan unto God, that they
may rcceive forgivcness of sins [justifi-
cation], and inheritance among them
which are sanctified by faith that is in
me [sanctification]." Acts 26:18
Even in the Lord's prayer, the two

are placed together. "And forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors
[justification]. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil
[sanctification]." Matthew 6:12-13

Within the great challenge ofChrist
to Nicodemus, there is clearly implied
the unity of justification and sanctifica-
tion: "Jesus answered, Verily, verily, J
say unto thee, Except a man be born of
water [justification] and of the Spirit
[sanctification], he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God. John 3:5. In the
Bible, the water clearly encompasses
justification (Acts 19:4; Matthew 3:11),
whereas being born of the Spirit
encompasses sanctification (Acts 5:32;
1 Peler 1:22).
Of paramount imparlance is the

facllhat justification and sanctification
arc characteristics of thc final gcnera-
lion who will bc rcdcemcd into the
kingdom of God: "And he that is right-
eous [j uSlificd], let him be righteous
still: and he that is holy [sanctified], let
him be holy still." Revclation 22:11
When we clearly recognize that the

gospel of Jesus Christ includes both
pardon for sin and reclamation from
sin, we understand the fullness of the
gospel. Indeed, nothing that Christ
did, is doing, or will do, is directed to
anything else but the salvation of
God's people. The whole energy of
Heaven is concentrated upon the re-
storation of harmony within the uni-
verse in the redemption of all who will
accept the wonderful gift of God
through Jesus.
The gospel that teaches justifica-

tion by faith alone sees salvation only in
the light of forgiveness. But such is not
scripturally valid. Those holding to this
narrow concept of the gospel, see the
cross alone as the essential element in
the salvation ofman rather than celltrat
to man's salvation. But if Christ had not
been born a babe in Bethlehem, we
could not be saved. IfHc had not lived
a sinless life upon earth, we could not
be saved. If He had not died on Cal-
vary, we could not be saved. If He had
not been resurrected, we could not be
saved. IfHe had not ascended into the
presence of His Father, we could not
be saved. IfHe were not now minister-
ing in the sancluary above, we could
not be saved. IfHe does not come with
power and great glory to redeem His
saints, we wiJl not be saved.
There is no biblical basis for mis-

understanding the totality of the minis-
try of Christ for the salvation of
mankind. Indeed, Paul made these
points very clear by frequently indicat-
ing that we are saved becausc of His
resurrection: "For if, when we were
enemies, we were reconciled to God
by the death of his Son, much more,
being reconciled we shall be saved by
his life." Romans 5:10. "And if Christ
be not risen, then is our preaching
vain, and your faith is also vain....
And if Christ be not raised, your faith
is in vain; ye are yet in your sins." 1
Corinthians 15:14, 17
When the gospel is understood in

the fullness of its biblical repre-
sentation, there is no need to infer that
the gospel docs not include sanctifica-
tion with justification. Nor can it be
said that to place sanctification with
justification in the gospel is to put our
salvation partly in the area of human
works. A full understanding of the

gospel makes it clear that there is no
human merit in our sanctification. Like
justification, sanctification is the work
of Christ through His sacrifice and
ministry.
The word sanctification in both the

Hebrew and the Greek is from the
same root word as "holiness." God will
have a sanctified, holy people to take
with Him into the kingdom. When the
biblical concepts of the gospel are
rightly understood, they will bring re-
joicing to the hearts ofmen and women
who know that they do not need to re-
main in the bondage of continual, re-
petitive sin. They have faith that
through the power of the sacrificed and
risen One they may gain victory over
every temptation of Satan. Their good
works will in turn glorify their Father in
heaven.
The understanding of the breadth

and the spirit of the gospel is essential
to the salvation of God's people. Not
only, however, must we know the
gospel, we must also ask the Holy Spirit
to translate it into the fabric of our
lives. Until we experience the fullness
of God's power in our life, God's
people will not be united. Jesus said in

The gospel makes it
clear that there is no
human merit in our
sanctification

His prayer for unity, "Sanctify them
through thy truth: thy word is truth."
John 17:17
When that unity is achieved

through a sanctifying truth, then the
Lord will entrust His people with the
Holy Spirit. Then the loud cry will be
given in every corner of the earth, and
Jesus will return. Preaching and prac-
ticing the full gospel of Jesus Christ is
essential to lhe disposition of sin and
the heralding of the age of eternal
peace. Jesus is the center of every
aspect of our salvation.
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The Power of God
T HOUGH THE sun shone as

bright as ever, clouds of disap-
pointment and confusion hung low
over the little group ofmen. Thirteen in
all, they stood there for a moment, each
absorbed in his own private world of
thought. On their faces remained the
lingering traces of strong emotion.
Here there was greed, there surprise.
Another bore the look of consterna-
tion, of great opportunities lost, and
dreams of greatness unfulfilled. And,
yes, there was One whose rugged and
manly features could in no way hide the
silent expression of love, a love and a
sorrow that none of this world could
ever know.

Down the road, still only a stone's
throwaway from them, trudged a lone
figure. Head down, he too felt sorrow.
And yet he walked away from them all,
away from the Master Himself, sorrow-
ful, "for he was very rich."
He had sought the Teacher of his

own freewill. In sincerity he doggedHis
steps over the rutted roads of Palestine
until finally the great longing question
could be asked: "Good Master, what
shall I do to inherit eternal life?"
Judas, the most sophisticated of the

disciples, sized the situation up at once.
Even the slowest and least cultured of
the group could not long fail to realize
that this young man of the ruling class

represented a handsome addi-
tion to their sometimes lack-
luster image. True, the poten-
tial financial benefits escaped
the comprehension of some of
the more simple-minded, but
Judas could attend to that
without their help. A bit more
weight in the bag at his waist
would be a welcome change.
Routine comments about

the merits of law-keeping did
little to distract the disciples'
attention from the rich attire
and noble bearing of the ques-
tioner. And then their dreams
collapsed. "Sell all that thou
hast, and distribute unto the
poor, and thou shalt have
treasure in heaven: and come,
follow me."
Now he was walking down

the road by himself, no longer
following the Master, no longer
seekingHim who seemed alone
to be the answer to his soul's
unrest. He longed for peace of
mind and heart still, it is true,
but only a fool would give up so
much as was asked of him. Or
so he reasoned.

The rich young ruler was by no
means the only one who reasoned thus.
As Jesus' sorrowful gaze turned from
onewho had walked away,His eye read
easily the message written on the faces
of those who stayed, and He knew that
even they did not understand. The
power of the world held too strong a
grasp on their thinking. How could He
make it plain to them?
"How hardly shall they that have

riches enter into the kingdom of God!
For it is easier for a camel to go through
a needle's eye than for a rich man to
enter into the kingdom of God. And
they that heard it said, Who then can be
saved? And he said, The things which
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He proclaimed that to mistakenly purchase a
product inferior in some regard to a similarly
priced product would constitute violation of the
law, high treason against the government of God

are impossible with men are possible
with God." Luke 18:24-27
The lesson was not learned that

day, but eleven of the twelve would yet
come to know that the power of God
far exceeds the power of wealth, fame,
and position. Not that day, but one day
they would proclaim the unlimited
power of their Master, knowing
without doubt its total superiority over

all that the world offers. Even the
proud Pharisee of Tarsus would exult,
"I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to everyone that believeth."
Romans 1:16

Well might we ponder the sacrifice
made that day as the rich young ruler
chose the power of his possessions over
the power of God. The terrible results
of underestimating the power of the
gospel have come down to us in the
timeless heartbreak of the well-known
story. We've learned the story, but have
we learned the lesson?
In recent years there has come into

the very heart ofAdventism a new class
of teachers, bold exponents of the
"gospel." They are portrayed before us
as the champions of the saving grace of
Christ, taking as their rallying cry the
once-legitimate lament that we as a
church have preached the law until we
are as dry as the hills of Gilboa. In con-
cern for the sheep of the Lord's pas-
ture, they endeavor to present the "as-
surance of salvation," not based on
"works," but solely on the merits of the
sacrifice of Calvary. Expressing their
consternation with the prevailing atti-
tude of"legalism," they decry the "sub-
ordination" of the gospel to the law.
It is time, say they, to "exalt the

gospel," to turn the focus of our atten-

tion away from the requirements of the
law, to cease from holding it up before
the people. Only thus do they find hope
for Adventism. And through it all they
proclaim the marvelous power of the
cross of Christ to save.

One would hardly contest the ne-
cessity of preaching the gospel. The
futility of salvation by works is clear to
all who respect God's Word. Legalism

deserves no more favor now than in the
days of Christ, and surely the power of
Christ to save from sin is cause for re-
joicing. But a closer look reveals a
difference. These pleasant-sounding
cliches too often hide the rotten core of
a powerless counterfeit. What's more,
the charges leveled against historic
Adventism are found to fit with uncom-
fortable accuracy those who first
pressed them.

Consider the accusation that the
law has been unduly exalted. Some
years ago, one of the foremost pro-
ponents of the New Theology- a man
beloved of many for his heartwarming
presentations of "justification" - pro-
claimed that the law ofGod demanded
absolute perfection in every respect,
that nothing less than the very actions
ofGod Himself could meet its require-
ments. The law, he said, demanded that
every single cent of one's income be
spent not onlywisely, but also in the ab-
solute best possible manner. That to
mistakenly purchase a product inferior
in some regard to a similarly priced
product would constitute violation of
the law, high treason against the
government of God. He proclaimed
that a single moment wasted in indeci-
sion would mark one as less than per-
fect and hence unfit for the compan-
ionship of holy beings.

So certain was he of the impossi-
bility of fulfilling the law of God in his
life that he could shamelessly proclaim
from the pulpit that he had sinned a
thousand times since standing up to
preach. Perhaps he was right in that,
considering the effect of his sermon.

Now I ask you, can you find such
"exalted" views of the law of God any-
where in the pages of Sacred Writ?
Who, in reality, is guilty of making too
much of the law?

One might wish that the situation
would improve with the presentation of
the "remedy" for this discouraging state
of affairs. Sadly, the great truth of right-
eousness by faith - stripped of its vital-
ity- is made to serve in this devilish dis-
tortion of true doctrine. Since the law
has been placed so illogically (and
unbiblically) high, a way must be pro-
vided to avoid its claims rather than to
meet them. The declared by
Scripture to be the power of God, is re-
duced to a pleasant hope of what the
Lord maysomedayaccomplish. The ob-
vious fact that no real change has oc-
curred in the life is shielded from view
by the constant assertion that the gospel
concerns only the "finished work" of
Christ on Calvary nearly2000 years ago.
AIl in the doctrine seems suspi-
ciously akin to the exquisite "invisible
suit" offered the monarch in the tale of
"The Emperor's New Clothes."

I ask again, Who is guilty of min-
imizing the gospel? Who places the
power ofGod in a position subordinate
to the law?
To see such an emasculated perver-

sion of the truth presented to the
people of God as "the power of God"
would be comical if it were not so in-
credibly serious. When it becomes ap-
parent that the law was not set aside by
the gospel, who will then offer to rec-
ompense those whose souls are lost
due to such satanic sophistries?

Those who wish to preach a power-
ful gospel need to bear in mind that the
only way to verify a source of power is
to see it move something, to see its true
force demonstrated in a practical way.
The power of steam was never under-
stood until the first steam engine
puffed its way into usefulness. It is
nothing less than ludicrous for the
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10 rest satisfied at any level of development is
a perilous undertaking, for we cannot long
believe in the necessity of continual progress

while standing still ourselves

the ranks of Christians when "a great
company of the priests were obedient
to the faith"? Acts 6:7

He could have. I would like to
believe he did, but Ellen White com-
ments, "ever after the world was to re-
ceive his worship." (The Desire ofAges,
520) Such an outcome is no surprise.
The universal truth has always applied
that where truth is not allowed to save,
it will harden. Unfortunately, we are
forced to admit that this is the normal,
the common response to the love of
God.Wherewas the ruler when the mob
cried, "Crucify Him!"? Where was his
inIIuence when Saul uttered "threaten-
ings and slaughter against the disciples
of the Lord"? (Acts 9:1) Where was his
money when Peter was forced to say,
"Silver and gold have I none"? Acts 3:6

Andwell might we ponder the care-
ful anonymity in which Matthew, Mark,
and Luke leave the man in their sepa-
rate accounts of the event. Though libel
suits were not current in their day, per-
haps the animosity of one ashamed to
admit his once-tender heart was even
more to be feared.

No, the outcome is not surprising.
Disheartening, yes; surprising, no. It
has ever been the case that he who re-
jects the power of the gospel to remove
sin from the life will finally be the abject
slave of the power ofsin. Since the time
of Abel, those holding firmly to the
truths of the gospel have aroused the
enmity, and risked the vengeance, of
those more willing to co-operate with
their father the devil than they are to
co-operate God. Yet still the gospel
lives on. Not alone in theory and doc-
trine, but in power.

Patti Heinrich, director
Phone (405) 822-4848

fall away. All the power of the world is
scant recompense for the "power to be-
come the sons of God." John 1:12
And to those who protest that it

can't be done in this life, the words of
Christ to His confused disciples speak
eloquently today, "The things which
are impossible with men are possible
with God." Luke 18:27
The lessons Christ sought to teach

the rich young ruler are as clear today
as they were 19 centuries ago. All who
will may heed the warning. The love
and justice of God stand faultless, but
still we ponder the fate of the young
man. The Bible says nothing more of
him. Optimism asks, Could he have
been converted later? Perhaps his
riches were yet employed in the service
oftheMaster. Could he not have joined

A Corner to Brighten
Six months ago our Steps to New Life Bible'School began with

one student. Now we have over 200. Requests are coming in for a
Bible course for Junior-age children, and I have nothing to offer.
What I wish to have is a course with real meat- Present Truth-
which non-Adventist children can digest. It should deal with relation-
ship and commitment to Christ, introduce doctrinal subjects, and
then deal with standards. If anyone knows of such a course or has a
burden from the Lord to develop one, please let me know. -

Steps to New life
P.O. Box 527

Okeene, OK 73763

ing, for we cannot long believe in the
necessity of continual progress while
standing still ourselves. Eventually, if
we prevent the gospel from moving us
along towards our Lord, we will find a
Ureason" to e>"'Plain that it must be so.
God forbid that anyone who has at any
time rejoiced in a knowledge of the
Lord's power to save from sin should

The counsel of God is clear. From
all those "having a form of godliness,
but denying the power thereof," we are
to "turn away." (2 Timothy 3:5) Not to
turn away in self-righteous compla-
cency, nor even to carelessly abandon
them to the folly of their chosen course,
but to turn from their deceptive doc-
trine which is spread as a snare for our
soul and baited with the pleasant pros-
pect of self-pleasing.
But now the question comes home

to each one, Do I accept the power of
godliness? Is the gospel of Christ being
demonstrated in my life each day? It is
well to understand the historic truths of
Adventism, to hold to proper doctrine,
to share with others the blessed hope of
a soon-coming Lord. But beyond all
that, am I now gaining the practical,
down-to-earth benefit of the ministry
of Christ in my behalf? Am I learning
from the Lord I profess to love how to
solve problems in everyday life? Does
my love for Him reneet in my love for
others? Is the gospel-the power of
God unto salvation - molding my life
after the likeness of Christ?
If our fond hope of eternal com-

munion with Christ, and eternal growth
in mind and character, is to be fulfilled
throughout the ceaseless ages of eter-
nity, it must begin to be fulfilled here
and now. To rest satisfied at any level
of development is a perilous undertak-

gospel to be referred to as the power of
God if we are to believe that it has no
actual power to change the one who ac-
cepts it. To rejoice in the power of a
"gospel" that is inadequate to produce
obedience staggers the mind. Such re-
joice not in the loving government of
God, but in their supposed immunity to
the perils awaiting the transgressor.
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I n 1888 there came to the Seventb-dayAdventist Church a very definite
awakening message. It was designated
at the time as "the message of Right-
eousness by Faith." Both the message
itself and the manner of its eoming
made a deep and lasting impression
upon the minds of ministers and
people, and the lapse of time has not
erased that impression from memory.
To this day, many of those who heard
the message when it came are deeply
interested in it and concerned regard-
ing it. All these long years they bave
held a firm convietion, and cherished a
fond hope, that someday this message
would be given great prominence
among us, and that it would do the
cleansing, regenerating work in the
ehureh which they believed it was sent
by the Lord to accomplish.
Among the influences whieh have

led to this conviction is the divine wit-
ness borne to the proclamation of tbe
message of Righteousness by Faith as it
was set forth at the time of the General
Conferenee held in the city of Min-
neapolis, Minnesota, in the year 1888.
From the very first, the Spirit of Proph-
eey placed the seal of approval upon
the message and its presentation at that
lime. In the plainest and most positive
language we were told that the Lord
was leading and impelling men to pro-
claim this definite message of Right-
eousness by Faith. Of that epocbal
Conference, and the men who gave the
specific message, it is declared:
"The Lord in His great mercy sent

a most precious message to His people.
... This message was to bring more
prominently before the world the
uplifted Saviour, tbe sacrifice for the
sins of the whole world. It presented
justification through faith in the Surety;
it invited the people to receive the
righteousness of Christ, which is made
manifest in obedience to the com-

mandments of God. Many had lost
sight of Jesus. They needed to have
their eyes directed to His divine per-
son, His merits, and His changeless
love for the human family. All power is
given into His hands, that He may dis-
pense rich girts unto men, imparting
the priceless gift of His own righteous-
ness to the hclplcss human agent. This
is the message that God commanded to
be given to the world. It is the third
angel's message, which is to be pro-
claimed with a loud voice, and at-
tended with the outpouring of His
Spirit in a large measure." Testimonies
to Mi/listers, 91-92

Every sentence in this comprehen-
sive statement is worthy ofmost careful
study. Let us briefly analyze it:

1. A Most Precious Message - "The
Lord in His great mercy sent a most
precious message to His people."

2. 711e Object - "This message was
to bring more prominently before the
world the uplifted Saviour,the sacrifice
for the sins of the whole world."

3. The Scope- (a) "It presented
justification through faith III the
Surety." (b) "It invited the people to re-
ceive the righteousness ofChrist, which
is made manifest in obedience to all the
commmandments ofGod."

4. 77le Need - (a) "Many had lost
sight of Jesus." (b) "They needed to
have their eyes directed to His divine
person, His merits, and His changeless
love for the human family."

5. 771e ResoJlrces- (a) "All power is
given into His hands:' (b) "that He may
dispense rich gifts unto men," (c) "im-
parting the priceless gift of His own
righteousness to the helpless human
agent"

6. Exte/lt - "This is the message that
God commanded to be given to the
world."

7. What It Really Is - "It is the third
angel's message, which is to be pro-

claimed with a loud voice, and at-
tended with the outpouring of His
Spirit in a large measure."

It is dimeult to conceive how there
could be any misunderstanding or un-
certainty regarding the heavenly en-
dorsement of this message. It clearly
stated that the Lord sent the message,
and that He led the minds of the men
who were so deeply engrossed by it and
who proclaimed it with such earnest-
ness.
It should be borne in mind at this

time that the course taken by the mes-
sengers in subsequent years has noth-
ing to do with the positive statement,
oft repeated, that they were led by the
Lord to declare this fundamental truth
of the gospel to His people at that par-
ticular lime. ...

It is evident that the application of
this messagewas not limited to the time
of the Minneapolis Conference, but
that its application extends to the close
of time; and eonsequently it is of great-
er significance to the ehureh at the
present time than it eould have been in
1888. The nearer we approaeh the
great day of God, the more imperative
will be the need of the soul-cleansing
work which that message was sent to
do. Surely we have every reason for a
new, more wholehearted study and
proclamation of that message....
God's messages and providenees

eannot be set aside. They cannot fail.
Sooner or later they will be under-
stood, aceepted, and given their proper
plaee. Therefore it must be expected
that the message of Righteousness by
Faith, which came so definitely to the
chureh in 1888, will be aecorded a
dominant place in the closing period of
the great movement with which we arc
connected. II

A.G. Daniells, Christ Our Righteous-
/less, 23-26 (1926)
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The
Impregnable

Shield
MANYChristians in every genera-

tion have sought after peace of
the soul. Luther, as well as many like
him, thought climbing the stairs in
Rome on their knees, and punishing
their bodies in a lonely monk's cell,
would bring peace to the soul.
"Thou wilt keep him in perfect

peace, whose mind is stayed on thee:
because he trusteth in thee." Isaiah
26:3. "Therefore being justified by
faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ." Romans 5:1

God's Word says that only justifIca-
tion by faith in God will bring peace to
the soul. "So then faith cometh by hear-
ing, and hearing by the word of God."
Romans 10:17. Then how is one
justified? When he is so sorry for sin
that he is willing to be made willing to
stop sinning by the power of the Holy
Spirit.

"Now I rejoice, not that ye were
made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to re-
pentance: for ye were made sorry after
a godly manner, that ye might receive
damage by us in nothing. For godly sor-
row workcth repentance to salvation

not to be repented of: but the sorrow of
the world worketh death." 2 Corinthi-
ans 7:9-10
In man's sorrow for sin he gives his

will to God, and Godjustifies him. The
Holy Spirit now has control of his
mind, thoughts, and life and holds him
fast in that relationship as long as he is
willing to surrender.

"It is for you to yield up your will to
the will of Jesus Christ; and as you do
this, God will immediately take posses-
sion and work in you to will and to do
of His good pleasure. Your whole na-
ture will then be brought under the
control of the Spirit of Christ, and even
your thoughts will be subject to Him.
You cannot control your impulses,
your emotions, as you may desire; but
you can control the will, and you can
make an entire change in your life. By
yielding up your will to Christ, your life
will be hid with Christ in God and allied
to the power which is above all princi-
palities and powers. You will have
strength from God that will hold you
fast to His strength; and a new life, even
the life of living faith, will be possihle to

you. But your will must eo-operate with
God's will, not with the will of associ-
ates through whom Satan is constantly
working to ensnare and destroy you.

"Will you not without delay place
yourself in right relation to God? Will
you not say, 'I will give my will to Jesus,
and Iwill do it now,' and from this mo-
ment be wholly on the Lord's side?"
Testimonies, vol. 5, 514
Immediately God places His hedge

about us. It is an impregnable shield
which Satan can never penetrate, and,
as long as we stay in this wonderful
protection, we will not sin. "Who-
soever is born of God doth not commit
sin; for his seed rcmainClh in him: and
he cannot sin, because he is born of
God." I John 3:9
Let us read from inspiration: "So

far from making arbitrary require-
ments, God's law is given to men as a
hedge, a shield. Whoever accepts its
principles is preserved from Fidel-
ity to God involves fidelity to man.
Thus the law guards the rights, the in-
dividuality, of every human being. It re-
strains the superior from oppression,
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.reqUIre
of
to

perform

out for us perfection of character. We
are to have the faith in Him that works
by love and purifies the soul. Perfection
of character is based upon that which
Christ is to us. Ifwe have constant de-
pendence on the merits of our Saviour,
and walk in His footsteps, we shall be
like Him, pure and undefiled.
"Our Saviour does not require im·

possibilities of any soul. He expects
nothing of His disciples that He is not

willing to give them grace and strength
to perform. He would not call upon
them to be perfect if He had not al His
command every perfection of grace to
bestow on the ones upon whom He
would confer so high and holy a privi-
lege. He has assured us that He is more
willing to give the Holy Spirit to them
that ask Him than parents arc to give
good gifts to their children.

((Our work is to strive to alta in in
our sphere of action the perfection that
Christ in His life on the earth attained
in every phase of character. He is our
example. In all things we arc to strive to
honor God in character. In falling day
by day so far short of the divine re-
quirements, we arc endangering our
soul's salvation. We need to under-
stand and appreciate the privilege wilh
which Christ invests us, and to show
our determination to reach the highest
standard. We are to be wholly depend-
ent on the power that He has promised
to give us." TIlOt I May KnoIY Him, 130
Inspiration says: "With the great

truth we have been privileged to re-
ceive, we should, and under the Holy
Spirit's power we could, become living
channels of light. We could then ap-
proach the mercy seat; and seeing the
bow of promise, kneel with contrite
hearts, and seek the kingdom of heaven

Our Saviour does not
impossibilities; He expects nothing
His disciples that He is not willing

give them strength to

Let us remember there are only two
groups of people in the world: those
who follow the narrowway to eternal life
and those who follow the broad way to
damnation. "Enter ye in at the strait
gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is
the way, that leadeth to destruction, and
many there be which go in thereat: be-
cause strait is the gate, and narrow is the
way, which leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it." Matthew 7:13-14.

"Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for
many, I say unto you, will seck to enter
in, and shall not be able." Luke 13:24
Those who arc depending on Jesus

to do it all and arc sitting complacently
in the other seat to let Jesus drive them
through the pearly gates will be disap-
pointed. "Many will say to me in that
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophe-
sied in thy name? and in thy name have
cast out devils? and in thy name done
many wonderful works? And then will
I profess unto them, I never knew you:
depart from me, ye that work iniquity."
Matthew 7:22-23
"Christ presents before us the

highest perfection of Christian char-
acter, which throughout our lifetime
we should aim to reach. ... Concern-
ing this perfection Paul writes: 'Not as
though I had already attained, either
were already perfect: but I follow
after. ... I press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus.' Philippians 3:12-15....
"How can we reach the perfection

specified by our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ - our Great Teacher? Can
we meet His requirement and attain to
so lofty a standard? We can, else Christ
would not have enjoined us to do so.
He is our righteousness. In His human-
ity He has gone before us and wrought

and the subordinate from disobe-
dience. It insures man's well-being,
both for this world and for the world to
come. To the obedient it is the pledge
of eternal life; for it expresses the prin-
ciples that endure forever.

"Christ came to demonstrate the
value of the divine principles by reveal-
ing their power for the regeneration of
humanity. He came to teach how these
principles are to be developed and ap-
plied." Educatioll, 76-77
"What a God is our God! He rules

over His kingdom with diligence and
care; and He has built a hedge - the ten
commandments - about His subjects,
to preserve them from the results of
transgression. In requiring obedience
to the laws of His kingdom, God gives
His people health and happiness,
peace and joy. He teaches them that
the perfection ofcharacter He requires
can be attained only by becoming fa-
miliar with His Word." Counsels to
Parenls, Teachers, and Students, 454

Then by continuously giving our
will to God moment by moment, we can
never be tempted above our ability to
resist "There hath no temptation taken
you but such as is common to man: but
God is faithful, who will not suffer you
to be tempted above that ye are >.ble;
but will with the temptation also make
a way to escape, that ye may be able to
bear it." 1 Corinthians 10:13
In this beautiful relationship God's

righteous law becomes our impreg-
nable shield and Satan can never defeat
us. Praise the Lord!
"When the soul surrenders itself to

Christ, a new power takes possession of
the new heart. A change is wrought
which man can never accomplish for
himselr. It is a supernatural work,
bringing a supernatural element into
human nature. The soul that is yielded
to Christ becomes His own fortress,
which He holds in a revolted world,
and He intends that no authority shall
be known in it but His own. A soul thus
kept in possession by the heavenly
agencies is impregnable to the assaults
of Satan." TIle Desire ofAges, 324
What is God's standard of right-

eousness, and what is Ollr part in God's
plan ofsaving OUf souls from sin? Some
saywe are nOllostrive to keep His law.
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come followers of Christ find that new
motives of action arc supplied, new
thoughts arise, and newactions must re-
sult. But they can make advancement
only through connict; for there is an
enemywho ever contends against them,
presenting temptations to cause the soul
to doubt and sin. There are hereditary
and cultivated tendencies to evil that
must be overcome. Appetite and pas-
sion must be brought under the control
of the Holy Spirit. There is no cnd to the
warfare this side of eternity. But while
there arc constant battles to fight, there
are also precious victories to gain; and
the triumph over self and sin is of more
value than the mind can estimate." (See
also 77le Ministry ofHealing, 453-454)
The devil's counterfeit righteous-

ness is being preached in the pulpit
today, and thousands arc aecepling it
to their destruction. May God have
mercy on our souls!

"Even onc wrong trait of character,
one sinful desire, persistently cher-
ished, will eventually neutralize all the
power of the gospel. Every sinful indul-
gence strengthens the soul's aversion to
God. The man who manifests an infidel
hardihood, or a stolid indifference to
divine truth, is but reaping the harvest
of that which he has himself sown. In all
the Bible there is not a more fearful
warning against trilling with evil than
the words of the wise man that the sin-
ner 'shall be holden with the cords of
his sins.' Proverbs 5:22

"Christ is ready to set us free from
sin, but He does not force the will; and
if by persistent transgression the will it-
self is wholly bent on evil, and we do not
desire to be set free, if we will not ac-
cept His grace, what more can He do?
We have destroyed ourselves by our
determined rejection of His love. 'Be-
hold, now is the accepted time; behold,
now is the day of salvation.' 'Today ifye
will hear His voice, harden not your
hearts.' 2 Corinthians 6:2; Hebrews
3:7-8" Steps to Christ, 34
Justification and sanctification can

never be experienced in the life while
one is practicing known sins or neglect-
ing known duties. God says so.
"But while God ean be just, and yet

justify the sinner through the merits of
Christ) no man can cover his soul with

of God. By trusting in God's promises,
He received power to obey God's com-
mandments, and the tempter could gain
no advantage." Ibid., 156

We have something to do if we are
to be saved in God's kingdom. What is
it? To strive with mind and body to
reach the great goal of righteousness.
In OUf intensive search for it we must
express the same spiritual violence as
Jacob did. He clung to Christ as the day
was breaking, with the cry from his soul
wearied by the night's wrestling, "I will
not let you go until you bless me."
Let us not forget that righteousness

by faith is the science of holiness. Ellen
White beautifully portrays this truth in

CouJlsels to Parents, Teachers, and Stu-
dents page 20:

is a science ofChristianity to
be mastered - a science as much
deeper, broader, higher, than any
human science as the heavens are higher
than the earth. The mind is to be discip-
lined, educated, trained; for men are to
do service for God in ways that are not
in harmony with inborn indination.
Often the training and education of a
lifetime must be discarded, that one may
become a learner in the school ofChrist.
The heart must be educated to become
steadfast in God. Old and young are to
form habits of thought that will enable
them to resist temptation. They must
learn to look upward. The principles of
the Word of God-principles that arc
as high as heaven and that compass eter-
nity - arc to be understood in their
bearing on the daily life. Every act, every
word, every thought, is to be in accord
with these principles.

"No other science is equal to that
which develops in the life of the student
the character of God. Those who be-

become followers of Christ
new motives of action are
thoughts arise, and new

actions must result

Those who
find that

supplied, new

"Will man take hold of divine
power, and with determination and
perseverance resist Satan, as Christ has
given him example in His conflict with
the foc in the wilderness of temptation?
God cannot save man against his will
from the power of Satan's artifices.
Man must work with his human power,
aided by the divine power of Christ, to
resist and to conquer at any cost to
himself. In short, man must overcome
as Christ overcame. And then, through
the victory that it is his privilege to gain
by the all-powerful name of Jesus, he
may become an heir of God and joint-
heir with Jesus Christ. This could not
be the case if Christ alone did all the
overcoming. Man mllst do his part; he
must be victor on his own account,
through the strength and graee that
Christ gives him. Man must be a co-
worker wilh Christ in the labor of over-
coming, and then he will be partaker
with Christ in His glory.
"The Saviour overcame to showman

how he may overcome. All the tempta-
tions ofSatan, Christ met with theWord

with a spiritual violence that would
bring its own reward. We would take it
by force, as did Jacob. Then our mes-
sage would be the power of God unto
salvation. Our supplications would be
full of earnestness, full of a sense of our
great need; and we would not be
denied. The truth would be expressed
by life and character, and by lips
touched with the living coal from off
God's altar. When this experience is
ours, we shall be lifted out of our poor,
cheap selves, that we have cherished so
tenderly. We shall empty our hearts of
the corroding power of selfishness, and
shall be filled with praise and gratitude
to God." Sons andDaughters ofGod, 30
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the garments of Christ's righteousness
while practicing known sins, or neglect-
ing known duties. God requires the en-
tire surrender of the heart, before justi-
fication can take place; and in order for
man to fctain justification, there must
be continual obedience, through ac-
tive, living faith that works by love and
purilies the soul." Selected Messages,
book 1,366
"We arc preparing to meet Him

who, escorted by a retinue of holy an-
gels, is to appear in the clouds of
heaven to give the faithful and the just
the finishing touch of immortality.
When He comes He is not to cleanse us
of our sins, to remove from us the de-
fects in our characters, or to cure us of
the inlirmities of our tempers and dis-
positions. If wrought for us at all, this
work will all be accomplished before
that time. When the Lord comes, those
who arc holy will be holy still. Those
who have preserved their bodies and

spirits in holiness, in sanctification and
honor, will then receive the finishing
touch of immortality. But those who
are unjust, unsanctified, and filthy will
remain so forever. No work will then be
done for them to remove their defects
and give them holy characters. The Re-
liner does not then sit to pursue His re-
fming process and remove their sins
and their corruption. This is all to be
done in these hours of probation. It is
/lOW that this work is to be accom-
plished for us." Testimonies, vol. 2, 355

By practicing the presence of Jesus
moment by moment, by continual sub-
mission to God's will, by faithful daily
obedience to God's law, we are clothed
with righteousness, we arc surrounded
by His impregnable fortress, His right-
eous law. This relationship produces
the character of Jesus and the keys to
the kingdom.

" 'When the fruit is brought forth,
immediately he putteth in the sickle,

because the harvest is come.' Christ is
waiting with longing desire for the
manifestation ofHimself in His church.
When the character of Christ shall be
perfectly reproduced in His people,
then He will come to claim them as His
own.

"It is the privilege of every Chris-
tian not only to look for but to hasten
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
(2 Peter 3:12, margin). Were all who
profess His name bearing fruit to His
glory, how quickly the whole world
would be sown with the seed of the
gospel. Quickly the last great harvest
would be ripened, and Christ would
come to gather the precious grain."
Chris/'s Object Lesso/ls, 69

Perfect peace can only be found in
full surrender of the life each moment
of the day, and, in this relationship,
perfect love casteth out all fear. 1 John
4:18 Ii!I

"TRUE EDUCATION IS MISSIONARY TRAINING"
MINISTRY OF HEALING 395

Uchee Pines Institute offers Ihe
LIFESTYLE COUNSELOR COURSE

A short thorough medical missionary training by licensed physicians.
where actual patient care is a vital part of the program.

''While so much IS spent to put a few through an exhaustive course of study, there are many who are thirsting for the knowledge
they could get In a few months: one or two years would be considered a great blessing,"

FUNDAMENTALS OF CHRiSTiAN EDUCATiON 337
." believe that true ministry is being able to reach
people where ever they are in whatever condition.
and my training at Uchee Pines has better equipped
me to do this."
Keith Reid
Literature Evangelist

'" have learned more practical medical skills at Uchee
Pines than in all my pre;ious six years of higher
education. "
Diane Bloom
Medical Technologist

The prerequisite for this LC course is a basic knowledge of anatomy and physiology
and a firm commitment to the Spirit of Prophecy principles.

The LC course begins April 10, 1988.
Tuition for one year is $1500..
and includes room and board.

For application and information
Write: Uchee Pines Institute

Box 443 Seale. Alabama 36875
Phone: (205) 855-4781

If you desire to learn, but have no previous medical knowledge, our nine month LIFESTYLE EDUCATOR preparatory
course will give you the background needed forthe Lifestyle Counselor program. Perhaps this is where God would want
you to be.

The most effective workers are those who respond to the invitation "Take My yoke upon you and
learn of Me." MT 11:29 MINISTRY OF HEALING 150
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The
Danger
of
Self-
Exaltation
I t was a quiet spring evening. Fromtheir place on the calm waters of the
lake, the disciples watched the last rays
of the sinking sun fade from the sky. As
pastel colors faded into deeper shades
of night, they recounted the day's
events. The darkness of the night set-
tling in was exceeded only by the dark-
ness within themselves.
The day had been one of contrasts.

They had seen thousands of listeners
deeply moved by the words of Jesus.
They had listened spellbound by words
that had come to them as the voice of
God. Hosts of sick had been healed,
the joy on their faces speaking more
eloquently than words of the power of
God. The capstone of events had come
when the Master had, from those few
small loaves and fishes, fed the throng-
ing thousands. This miracle could not
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help but appeal to all in a most power-
way, and the hopes of the disciples

soared as the tide of popular opinion
rose.
And then, incredibly, there was

Jesus dismissing the people. What a
disappointment! Would Jesus never
take the throne ofHis father David, as-
suming His rightful position?

Obedient to His command but un-
reconciled to this change of events, the
disciples reluctantly set out by boat for
the distant shnre, wrapped in their
thoughts of dissatisfaction with the
Master's handling of the situation and
the bitterness of frustrated ambition.
Their unbelief grew. They were totally
unprepared for the change of circum-
stances rapidly overtaking them.

In all its fury the storm was upon
them. Thoughts of dissatisfaction and

Jack Kendall

impatiencewere dismissed as all joined
in the unequal struggle with the ele-
ments. To keep their small boat aflnat
seemed impossible.

Hours pass. With all their strength
the men wrestle with the relentless
wind and waters, fighting heroically
against the power of the elements
seemingly bent on their destruction.
When all hope is lost, and it seems they
must surely perish, a gleam of light ap-
pears over the waters. The muscles, so
recently stretched to their limit in the
life and death struggle, suddenly relax.
As nerveless hands drop from the oars,
the men view what must certainly be an
omen of their imminent destruction.
Their straining eyes make out the

form; they recognize at last the ap-
proaching figure to be Jesus, their
Master, and in desperation mingled



with nearly hysterical relief they cry
out. Peter, seldom at a loss for words,
grasps the situation quickly and re-
quests that Jesus bid him also walk on
the water. And across the waves floats
the response: "Come." Eyes fIXed on
Jesus, Peter steps from the boat, and
those waves threatening death can now
be trodden under foot with ease.
Suddenly, however, the magnitude

of the situation sinks in and Peter is
overwhelmed with the significance of it
all. After all, it is not possible for men
to walk on water, but by virtue ofhis re-
lationship with the Master, he was.
There was a certain amount of self-
satisfaction in the knowledge of that
fact, (too bad, about the others, if
they'd only had more faith, they too
could be water-walking), and for a
single gratifying moment Peter turns to
assure himself that the other disciples
are taking proper notice of all that was
taking place.
Ah, but in that short moment, Peter

was no longer walking on water, but
sinking in it. Suddenly he appreciated
that his position was less favorable than

He had
accomplished
something they
seemed to lack
the faith to do

that of the other disciples. While by
faith he had been able to accomplish
something that they seemed to lack the
faith to do, by becoming aware of that
accomplishment, he was in danger of
being completely overwhelmed by the
waves which he had so shortly before
been standing upon.
Thankful we may be that the story

doesn't end there, for Peter in his dis-
tress cried out and Jesus immediately
rescued him. Let us notice the conclu-
sion of this story.
"Walking side by side, Peter's hand

in that of his Master, they stepped into

the boat together. But Peter was now
subdued and silent. He had no reason
to boast over his fellows, for through
unbelief and self-exaltation he had very
nearly lost his life. When he turned his
eyes from Jesus, his footing was lost,
and he sank amid the waves." TIle
Desire ofAges, 381-382

It's a beautiful story, but let's not
miss the application.
There is no question that Christ

holds out before us the possibility of
perfection in Ollf lives. Peter is very ex-
plicit when he says: uFor even hereunto
were ye called: because Christ also
suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that ye should follow his steps: who did
no sin, neither was guile found in his
mouth." 1 Peter 2:21-22
The apostle John is even more

direct, if that is possible: "Whosoever is
born of God doth not commit sin; for
his seed remaineth in him: and he can-
not sin, because he is born of God." 1
John 3:9.
Within the writings of God's mes-

senger to the remnant people we have
a plethora of such statements, too
numerous to review, but let us look at
just a few.
"You may say that you believe in

Jesus, when you have an appreciation
of the cost of salvation. You may make
this claim, when you feel that Jesus
died for you on the cruel cross of Cal-
vary; when you have an intelligent, un-
derstanding faith that His death makes
it possible for you to cease from sin,
and to perfect a righteous character
through the grace of God, bestowed
upon you as the purchase of Christ's
blood." Review and Herald, July 24,
1888
"The Lord requires no less of the

soul now, than He required ofAdam in
Paradise before he fell- perfect obe-
dience, unblemished righteousness.
The requirement of God under the
covenant ofgrace is just as broad as the
requirement He made in Paradise-
harmony with His law, which is holy,
and just, and good.... Let no one take
up with the delusion so pleasant to the
natural heart, that God will accept of
sincerity, no matter what may be the
faith, no matter how imperfect may be

the life. God requires ofHis child per-
fect obedience." Review and Herald,
November I, 1892
"God cannot approve of a marred,

imperfect character. We cannot excuse
ourselves before Him for our defects
and errors, because He has provided
help in His Son. He has given us a
loving, pitying, all-powerful Saviour,
who is able to give us grace that we may

The lord
requires no less
of the soul now,
than He required
of Adam

overcome every defect of our charac-
ters. Ifwe will only submit to God, He
will take our minds, and fashion them
after His divine mind." Review and
Herald, March 26, 1889.

The statements are too clear in both
the inspired writings of the Scripture
and the Spirit of Prophecy, to allow for
any other interpretation; it is possible,
by the power of the indwelling Spirit of
Christ, to live a life free of every sin.

Not only is a life of obedience re-
quired, but we are also given to under-
stand that there are those who have at-
tained to this level of obedience
through a relationship with Christ.
"In the midst of a world by its iniq-

uity doomed to destruction, Enoch
lived a life of such close communion
with God that he was not permitted to
fall under the power of death. The
godly character of this prophet repre-
sents the state of holiness which must
be attained by those who shall be 're-
deemed from the earth' (Revelation
14:3) at the time of Christ's second ad-
vent." Patriarchs and Prophets, 88-89
Not only has this obedience been a

reality in the lives of some in the past,
but even in our day some have ex-
perienced this reality in their lives.
"In every phase of your character

building you are to please God. This
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you may do; for Enoch pleased Him
though living in a degeneratc agc. And
there are Enochs in this OUf day."
Christ's Object Lessons, 332
Thcre can bc no question that there

are some very close parallels between
our experience and that of Peter, and
not to elaborate too long on the ob-
vious, I believe that we need to appre-
ciate some aspects of this parallellhat
may have escaped our attention. Just as
Jesus bade Pcter walk to Him on the
water, Jesus has given us His com-
mandments, the keeping of which is an
expression of our love for Him, a de-
monstration of our relationship with
Him. As with Peter, this can be accom-
plished in us only by a moment-by-mo-
ment faith relationship, with our eyes
fIXed on Jesus.

While we are looking at these par-
allels, we need to consider why Peter
sank, for this is the most significant
aspect of his experience.

When Ellen White speaks of "self-
satisfaction," I don't believe for a mo-
mentthat the feeling arose in Peter that
he was accomplishing this feat in and of

Peter knew that
at that moment
he was in a very
close relationship
with the Master

himself. No, Peter had not a doubt in
his mind as to his water-walking ability
outside of his relationship with Jesus,
and that is the key. All the disciples
were seeking to be on the inside track.
Each wanted to be assured of a place of
highest prestige and authority in the
new kingdom, and the fact wasn't lost
on Peter that he was at that moment in
a very close relationship with the
Master. Also don't miss the point that
with this self-satisfaction came the re-
moving of his eyes from Jesus.

Recognizing that all these things
arc written for OUT admonition, Jet us
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gain all that is here for us to learn, as we
seck to be fully conformed to the like-
ness of Jesus.

"This conformity to Jcsus will not
be unobserved by the world. It is a sub-
ject of notice and comment. The Chris-
tian may not be conscious of the great
change; for the more closely he re-
sembles Christ in character the more
humble will be his opinion of himself;
but it will be seen and felt by all around
him. Those who have had the deepest
experience in the things of God are the
farthest removed from pride or self-
exaltation. They have the humblest
thoughts of self, and the most exalted
conception of the glory and excellence
of Christ. Thcy fcel that thc lowest
place in His servicc is too honorable for
them.
"Moses did not know that his face

shone with a brightness painful and
terrifying to those who had not, like
himself, communed with God. Paul
had a very humble opinion of his own
advancement in the Christian life. He
says: 'Not as though I had already at-
tained, either were already perfect.' He
speaks of himself as the 'chief of sin-
ners. Yet Paul had been highly honored
of the Lord. He had been taken in holy
vision to the third heaven and had there
received revelations of divine glory
which he could not be permilled to
make known." Testimonies, vol. 5, 223-
224
"There can be no self-exaltation, no

boastful claim to freedom from sin, on
the part of those who walk in the
shadow of Calvary's cross." The Great
Controversy, 471

There are those today who profess
to have come to this place in their rela-
tionship with Jesus. They say with con-
fidence that they are no longer eom-
milling known sins. Even more, they
state with conviction that they know of
a certainty that they ncver will do so in
the future. Very carefully they admit
that they are not sinless. But this is
only bccause they acknowledge the
fact that they have sinful nesh. But
here wc have a problem. If the fact
that they still have sinful nesh is the
only thing which prevents them from
claiming to be sinless, logic tells us

that either Jesus had a different kind
of nesh from yours and mine, or He
was not sinless. Do you see the prob-
lem?
They arc in a rathcr unusual man-

ner making the same claim as do so
many who refuse the biblical and Spirit
of Prophecy testimony that Christ in
the incarnation accepted fallen human
nature. They say that sinfulness is a

They say that
sinfulness is a
matter of the
flesh, rather than
of obedience

mattcr of the ncsh, rather than a mailer
of obedience to the law of God.

"But if there was anyone who could
hope to be justified in claiming perfec-
tion of character, it was Paul; but we
hear from his lips no presumptuous
boasting. He says rather that he docs
not count himself as onc that has at-
tained, but only as one who is following
after, pressing on toward the mark for
the prize of his high calling in God
through Christ Jesus....
"The attitude of Paul is the alli-

tude to be take by everyone of thc
followers of Christ; for we are ever to
be urging our way, striving lawfully
for the crown of immortality. Not one
may elaim to be perfect. Let the rc-
cording angels write the history of the
holy struggles and connicts of the
people of God, let them record their
prayers and tears; but let not God be
dishonored by the proclamation from
human lips, declaring, II am sinless. I
am holy.' Sanctified lips will never
give utterance to such prcsumpluous
words. Paul had been caught up to
the third heaven, and had seen and
heard things that could not be ut-
tered, and yet his modest statement
is, 'Not as though I had already at-
tained, either were already perfect;
but I follow after.' Let the angels of



heaven write of Paul's victories in
lighting the good light of faith. Let
Heaven rejoice in his steadfast tread
heavenward, keeping the prize in view
for which he counts every other con-
sideration as dross. Lct the angels of
heaven rejoice to tell his triumphs,
but let Paul utter no vain praise of
himself in making a boast of his at-
tainments.
"Let those who feel inclined to

make a high profession of holiness,
look into the mirror of God's law,
which discovers to us the defects of our
character. Those who see the far-
reaching claims of the law of God,
those who realize that it is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart,
will not presume to make the boast of
sinlcssness, and venture to declare, (]
am perfect, I am holy.''' Signs of the
Times, May 23, 1895

who are really seeking to
perfect Christian character will never
indulge the thought that they are sin-
less. Their lives may be irreproachable,
they may be living representatives of
the truth which they have accepted; but

They proclaim to
be a fact that
which in the
next breath they
profess to deny

the more they discipline their minds to
dwell upon thc character of Christ, and
the nearer they approach to His divine
image, the more clearly will they dis-
cern its spotless perfcction, and the
more deeply they will feel their own de-
fects.
"Whcn pcrsons claim that they are

sanctified, thcy give sufficient evidence
that they are far from being holy. They
fail to see their own wcakncss and
destitution. Thcy look upon themselves
as renecting the image of Christ, be-
cause they have no true knowledge of
Him. The grcatcr the distancc between

them and thcir Saviour, the more right-
eous they appear in their own eyes."
The Sanctified Life, 7-8
Here we see that even those whose

lives are ((irreproachable," those whose
lives are ((representative" of the truths
they profess to believe, will never pro-
claim that they are sanctified or sinless.
More than that, those who do this do so
because of their failure to really appre-
ciatc the charactcr of Him whom they
profcss to rellccl.
For persons to profess that they no

longer commit sin, and then to deny
that they claim for themselves sinless-
ness, or sanctification, is to play a
game with words. In one breath they
proclaim to be a fact that which in the
next breath they profess to deny, when
in reality, both they, and those to
whom they are speaking, correctly
appreciate the import of what they
have just stated, all denials to the con-
trary.
"Those who take pains to call at-

tention to thcir good works, constantly
talking of their sinless state and en-
deavoring to make their rcligious at-
tainments prominent, are only deceiv-
ing their own souls by so doing. A
healthy man, who is able to attend to
the vocations of life and who goes
forth day after day to his labor with
buoyant spirits and with a healthy cur-
rent of blood nowing through his
veins, does not call thc attention of
everyone he meets to his soundness of
body. Health and vigor arc the natural
conditions of his life, and therefore he
is scarcely conscious that he is in the
enjoyment of so right a boon.
"Thus it is with the truly righteous

man. Hc is unconscious of his goodness
and piety. Religious principle has bc-
come the spring of his life and conduct,
and it is just as natural for him to bear
the fruits of the Spirit as for the fig tree
to bear ligs or for the rosebush to yield
roscs. His nature is so thoroughly im-
bued with love for God and his fellow
mcn that he works the works of Christ
with a willing heart." Ibid., 12-13

Inspiration is clear. Perfect con-
formity to the image of Christ is not
only possible, but also necessary to our
salvation. Equally clear, however, is the

fact thatthc truly sanctified will be un-
aware of this facl. With Paul thcy will
confess that thcy do not consider that
they have attained, but that they press
forward to the mark of their high cal-
ling in Christ Jesus.

What greater delusion can take
hold of a man's mind than to sincercly
believe that he has achieved, when the
facts of the matter are, he has, as of yet,

If we could see
its perfect
fulfillment, it
would no longer
be by faith

no real knowledge of the reality of his
profession!
"We must study the example Christ

has left us, as revealed in His character;
and thcn, all unconsciously to our-
selves, we shall do the works He did."
Review and Herald, November 16, 1886

We have been promised that, as we
look in faith to Jesus, we will be
changed into His divine likeness.
(2 Corinthians 3:18) It is only in con-
tinually beholding Him that the perfect
fulfillment of this promise is possible,
and we must accept by faith that He is
accomplishing it in us. Ifwe could with
our own sight see its perfect accom·
plishment, it would no longer be by
faith, but by sight that we believed, and
whatsoever is not of faith, is sin. Here
we are faced with the solemn reality
that even if we have by faith been walk-
ing as did Peter, the moment that we
turn our attention towards ourselves,
proclaiming this to be so, we, like
Peter, are no longer walking but sink-
ing. i!!I
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The Door
I Am

THE DOOR OF salvation which
was shut in the time of Christ and

the apostles upon the Jews of that
generation should cause Christians
today serious and sober renection.
"Had God's chosen people stood in
their appointed place, as the reposito-
ries of sacred, eternal truth, which was
to come to the heathen world,
Jerusalem would have stood to this
day." Sevelllh-dayAdvelllisl Bible Com-
mell/my, vol. 4, 1156. She would have
been "the mighty mctropolis of the
earth. From her walls the dove of peace
would have gone forth to all nations."
The Desire ofAges, 577. Millions of vi-
olent deaths and an incomprehensible
amount of suffering would have been
avoided.
The shut door of that time and the

destruction of Jerusalem which re-
sulted was to the mind of Jesus a sym-
bol of the dcstruction of the world at
the end of time. Just as the Jewish na-
tion rejectcd Jesus, according to Bible
prophecy the world at the end of time
will reject His law. In differentiating
the saved from the lost of the last
generation in Revelation 14:9-12, the
prophet specifies that the saved will be
Christians which have as a prominent
characteristic the keeping of the com-
mandments of God. Jesus indicated
that this characteristic would distin-
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guish between those Christians who
were saved and those calling them-
selves Christians but who were lost.
The Christians who were saved would
be doing the will of God, but those who
were lost would be practicing "lawless-
ness." Matthew 7:21-23
The doctrine of the shut door in

Christ's day has serious implications
for all the world, especially for the
Christian world. But above all people
upon the face of the earth, the "shut
door" has ominous meaning for
Seventh-day Adventists for the follow-
ing reasons. First of all, the Jewish na-
tion was God's chosen people (Deuter-
onomy 7:6; John 1:11). The Seventh-
day Adventist Church claims to be
God's chosen remnant spoken of in
Revelation 12:17 and 14:12. Second
and more important, Ellen G. White,

John Grosboll

who Adventists believe had the spir-
itual gift of prophecy, has warned liS

that we are in danger of repeating their

The Lord sees what
the human agent
does not and will

not see

experience. "By rejecting God's warn-
ings in this our day, men are repeating
the sin of Jerllsalem. The Lord sees
what the human agent does not see and
will not see - the outcome of all the



human devising.... But by a long
process of departure from just and
righteous principles, men have placed
themselves where light and truth, jus-
tice and mercy, are not discerned. This
course has become part of their very
nature.... These arc no idle tales, but
truth." Testimonies, vol. 8, 68
Jesus predicted that,just before He

came the second time, the door of sal-
vation would again be shut. Matthew
25:1-10. Judgment begins at the house
ofGod. Ezekiel 9; 1 Peter 4:7. The door
of salvation does not close for every-
body in the world at the same time - it
closes for the church first: "The time of
God's destructive judgments is the
time of mercy for those who have had
no opportunity to learn what is truth.
Tenderly will the Lord look upon them.
His heart of mercy is touched; His
hand is still stretched out to save, while
the door is closed to those who would
not enler." Testimonies, vol. 9, 97.
Within the church (according to
Ezekiel 9) the door closes first for the
leaders. This is a parallcl to the Jewish
experience -the door of salvation
closed at that time for the leaders who
crucified Jesus. The door of salvation
did not close for the rest of the nation
until they had rejected the preaching of
the apostles.

The Shaking

The time at which the door will close
for the church has also been specified by
the Spirit of Prophecy. The door of sal-
vation closes during the period called
"the shaking." A brief summary of the
shaking, derived mostly from Ear(y Writ-
ings, pages 269-271, follows:

1. When Ellen White saw the shak-
ing in vision, she first saw a time of
great soul searching and agonizing
prayer going on among some of God's
people. It is a time of great temptation
and spiritual darkness.

2. The shaking has at least two dis-
tinct causes: It comes by the introduc-
tion of false theories, and by the giving
of the straight testimony to the
Laodieeans.
3. Some will not endure this straight

testimony.
4. Those who do not endure the

straight testimony will rise up against

it -that is, they will oppose it. (Histori-
cally the way God's people have op-
posed unpopular truth is by opposing
the messenger God sends with that
truth. Sec Patriarchs and Prophets, 404-
405)

5. The one who accepts the straight
testimony will exalt the standard and
pour forth the straight truth.

When a person
does not receive the
straight testimony, he

rejects it

6. The opposItIon to the straight
testimony will cause a shaking among
God's people.

7. When a person does not receive
the straight testimony, he rejects it.
During this time of shaking such per-
SOns are shaken out from the number of
God's people.

8. When a person is shaken out, the
door of salvation is closed for him.
"Some, I saw, did not participate in this
work of agonizing and pleading. They
seemed indifferent and careless. They
were not resisting the darkness around
tbem, and it shut them in like a tbiek
cloud. The angcls of God left these,
and went to the aid of the earnest, pray-
ing ones. I saw angcls of God hasten to
the assistance of all who were strug-
gling with all their power to resist the
evil angels, and trying to help them-
selves by calling upon God with per-
severance. But His angels left those
wbo made no effOrlto help themselves,
and I lost sight of them.... Some had
been shaken out and left by the way.
The carcless and indifferent, who did
not join with those who prized victory
and salvation enough to perseveringly
plead and agonize for it, did not obtain
it, and they were left behind in dark-
ness." Early Writings, 270-271

9. The result of the shaking will be a
purified church which will receive the
latter rain and the loud ery and finish
the gospel commission.

10. During this time "there will be
those among us who will always want to
control the work of God, to dictate."
Evangelism, 118

TIle Straight Testimony

Even from a easual study of the
shaking it becomes immediately ap-
parent that the critical factor for eaeh
onc of us is whether or not we receive
the "straight testimony" to Laodicea in
a wholehearted manner and act on it.
Our response to the straight testimony
is of such paramount importance thal
Ellen White described the destiny of
the church as hanging on its reception
of this message.
The straight testimony is found in

Revelation 3:14-22. Do you know what
the testimony says and what it means?
We must listen to the counsel and fol-
low it if we do not want to find the door
of salvation shut against us someday.

One of the counsels is to receive
from Jesus eyesalve so that we might no
longer be spiritually blind, but be able to
sec spiritual things. (We know that the
counsel has to do with spiritual eyesight
because these people think they can
see-they have physical eyesight.) Who is
it that enables a person to sec spiritu-
ally? The person is the Holy Spirit

Do you know what
the straight testimony

says and what it
means?

(1 Corinthians 2:9-10). How does He
impart spiritual eyesight to a person?
There are several ways, including men-
tal impressions, but the main way is
through the gift of prophecy. ft is the
Holy Spirit who gives to certain people
within the church the gift of prophecy
(1 Corinthians 12). The way a person
gains spiritual eyesight is by asking for
the Holy Spirit (Luke 11:13) and then
studying the writings of the prophets.

Continued on 31

I
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The Law and the Gospel
THE LAWAND the gospel cannot

be separated. In Christ mercy and
truth are met together; righteousness
and peace have kissed each other. The
gospel has not ignored the obligations
due to God by man. The gospel is the
law unfolded, nothing more nor less. It
gives no morc latitude to sin than does
the law. The law points to Christ; Christ
points to the law. The gospel calls men
to rcpcntance. Repentance of what?-
Of sin. And what is sin? - It is the
transgrcssion of the law. Thercforc the
gospcl calls men from thcir transgres-
sion back to obedience to thc law of
God. Jesus in His lifc and death taught
thc strictcst obedience. He died, the
just for the unjust, the innocent for the
guilty, that the honor of God's law
might be preserved, and yet man not
utterly perish.
The work of salvation in both the

Old and the New Testament dispensa-
tion is the same. Christ was the founda-
tion of the whole Jewish economy. The
types and shadows under which the
Jews worshiped, all pointed forward to
the world's Redeemer. Itwas by faith in
a coming Saviour that sinners were
saved then. It is through faith in Christ
that they are justified today.
In giving His Son, God gave Him-

self, man might have another trial.
If God could have changed His law to
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meet man in his fallen condition,
would He not have done this, and re-
tained His only-begotten Son in
heaven? - He certainly would. But be-
cause His law was as changeless as His
character, He gave His bcloved Son,
who was above law, and onc with Him-
self, to meet the penalty which His jus-
tice demanded.
Satan is working with all his decep-

tive power to ensnare the world. He
would have them believe that this great
sacrifice was made in order to abolish
God's law. He represents Christ as op-
posed to the law of God's government
in heaven and in earth. But the
Sovereign of the world has a law by
which to govern His heavenly intel-
ligences and His human family, and the
death ofHis Son fixes the immutability
of that law beyond any question. God
has no intention of doing away with His
great standard of righteousness. By this
standard He can define what a correct
character is.
Christ consented to die in the sin-

ner's stead, that man, by a life of obe-
dience, might escape the penalty of the
lawofGod. His death did not make the
law ofGod ofnone effect; it did not slay
the law, lessen its claims, or detract
from its sacred dignity. The death of
Christ proclaimed the justicc of His
Fatber's law in punishing the transgres-

Ellen G. White

sor, in that He Himself consentcd to
suffer the penalty of the law trans-
gressed, in order to save fallen man
from its curse. The death of God's
beloved Son on thc cross shows the im-
mutability of the law of God. His death
magnifies the law and makes it
honorable, and gives evidence to man
of its changeless character. From His
own divine lips arc heard the words,
"Think not that I am come to destroy
the law, or the prophets: I am not come
to destroy, but to fulfil." [Matthew
5:17] The death of Christ justified the
claims of the law.

But the doctrine is now largely
taught that the gospel of Christ has
made the law of God of no effect; that
by "believing" we arc released from the
necessity of being doers of the Word.
But this is the doctrine of the Nicolai-
tans, which Christ so unsparingly con-
demned. To the church of Ephcsus He
says: "I know thy works, and thy labour,
and thy patience, and how thou canst
not bear them which are evil: and thou
hast tried them whieh say they arc
apostles, and are not, and hast found
them liars: and hast borne, and hast
patience, and for my name's sake hast
laboured, and hast not fainted. Never-
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theless I have somewhat against thee,
because thou hast left thy first love. Re-
member therefore from whence thou
art fallen, and repent, and do the first
works; or else I will come unto thee
quickly, and will remove thy candle-
stick out of his place, except thou re-
pent. But this thou hast, that thou
hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans,
which I also hate." [Revelation 2:2-6]
Those who are teaching this doc-

trine today have much to say in regard

Christ becomes to
these persons a
stumbling block as
He did to the Jews

to faith and the righteousness of Christ;
but they pervert the truth, and make it
serve the cause of error. They declare
that We have only to believe on Jesus
Christ, and that faith is all-sufficient;
that the righteousness of Christ is to be
the sinner's credentials; that this im-
puted righteousness fulfills the law for

us, and that we are under no obligation
to obey the law ofGod. This class claim
that Christ came to save sinners, and
that He has saved them. 1O1 am saved,"
they will repeat over and over again. But
are they saved while transgressing the
law of Jehovah? - No; for the garments
of Christ's righteousness are not a cloak
for iniquity. Such teaching is a gross de-
ception, and Christ becomes to these
persons a stumbling block as He did to
the Jews-to the Jews because they
would Dot receive Him as their personal
Saviour; to these professed believers in
Christ, because they separate Christ
and the law, and regard faith as a substi-
tute for obedience. They separate the
Father and the Son, the Saviour of the
world. Virtually they teach, both by pre-
cept and example, that Christ, by His
death, saves men in their transgression.

It is necessary that every intelligent
being shall understand the principles
of the law of God. Christ through the
apostle James declares, "Whosoever
shall keep the whole law, and yet of-
fend in one point, he is guilty of all."
[James 2:10] These words were spoken
this side of the death of Christ; there-
fore the lawwas binding upon all at that
time.
The Saviour raised His voice in pro-

test against those who regard the divine
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commandments with indifference and
carelessness. He said, "Whosoever
therefore shall break one of these least
commandments, and shall teach men
so, he shall be called the least in the
kingdom of heaven: but whosoever
shall do and teach them, the same shall
be called great in the kingdom of
heaven." [Matthew 5:19] And He also
deelared, "Till heaven and earth pass,
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law, till all be fulfilled." [5:18]

Men may talk of freedom, of gospel
liberty. They may assert that they are
not in bondage to the law. But the in-
fluence of a gospel hope will not lead
the sinner to look upon the salvation of
Christ as a matter of free grace, while
he continues to live in transgression of
the law ofGod. When the light of truth
dawns upon his mind, and he fully un-
derstands the requirements of God,
and realizes the extent of his transgres-
sions, he will reform his ways, become
loyal to God through the strength ob-
tained from his Saviour, and lead a new
and purer life. "Whosoever abideth in
him," says John, "sinneth not: whoso-
ever sinneth hath not seen him, neither
known him." [lJohn 3:6] I!iI

Signs of the Times, February 25,1897
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Saved

One Day
at a
Time

To BE SAYED means to learn to
love God and one another as Jesus

did in His life on earth. This is a day-by-
day process. It is not a natural process
but is made possible only through the
power of the HolySpirit supplied to us,
moment by moment, when we are abid-
ing in Christ. Although it is undeserved
and totally outside of our natural
power to secure, God offers this trans-
forming grace to each and every person
on earth. Transforming grace - so es-
sential to salvation- and yet what is it,
and how do we get it?
Transforming grace is the day-by-

day process of God delivering us from
sin and making us more loving like
Himself. "And now abide faith, hope,
and love, these three; but the greatest
of these is love." 1 Corinthians 13:131
More important than the under-

standing of prophecy is love. The apos-
tle Paul said that we could even have
the gift of prophecy, but if we did not
have love, we would be "nothing." Love
is more important than good works.
Paul said that we could give our bodies
to be burned, but if we did not have
love, it would do us no good. Love is
more important than any theology. For

conditions does not earn our salvation
in any way, but it does determine who
will receive the free gift. The condition
for receiving the free gift is twofold: We
must rust accept Jesus as our Saviour,
andwe must then learn to love God and
one another as Jesus did. Paul is very
clear that unless we obtain this love,
our faith is absolutely worthless.
Satisfying a condition is far differ-

ent from earning salvation. Suppose I
was very rich and you were very poor,
and, because I really loved you, I gave
you a ten-million dollar check. Now
there would be nothing that most of
us could do to earn that money, but
there would be at least one condition:
You would have to go to the bank and
cash the check. Is that a condition?
Yes, it is. The gift is good only if it is
cashed.

The Conditions ofSalvation

We are saved by faith in Jesus. It is
through faith that we receive the for-
giveness of sin and our title to heaven.
Our works have nothing to do with
earning salvation. It was purchased by
Jesus alone, and it is offered to us as a
free gift.
But although the gift is absolutely

frec, it is not unconditional. Not every-
one is going to be saved - only those
who meet the conditions. Meeting the

again Paul says that we can "under-
stand all mysteries," but without love,
we are nothing. Love is even more im-
portant than faith itself, for we can
"have all faith," and yet without love,
we are still "nothing." 1 Corinthians
13:2-3

to
Be

How

Marshall
24 Our Finn Foundalum March 1988



exception - "no one can see the king-
dom of God without this new birth,"
which means that our characters must
be changed from characters of selfish-
ness to characters of love.
When a rich man once asked Jesus

what he could do to "have eternal life,"
Jesus did not tell him to do nothing, but
rather He said, "If you want to enter
into life, keep the commandments."
When a lawyer later asked Him what
the commandments were, Jesus said to
him, "You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your mind. This is the
first and great commandment. And the
second is like it: You shall love your
neighbor as yourself. On these two
commandments hang all the Law and
the Prophets." Matthew 19:16-17;
22:35-40
There is no salvation without learn-

ing to love. Jesus paid for our salvation,
but He is not going to give it to anyone
who is unwilling to develop a character
that will allow him to fit into the loving
and unselfish society ofheaven. Love to
God means that we willingly and
lovingly obey Him. Jesus said, "If you
love Me, keep My commandments."
John 14:15. Love to our fellow men
means that we treat them just as we
would wish to be treated in their place.
This is the kind of love that is mani-
fested in heaven. The standard of love,
bywhich we will be judged as to wheth-
er we have met the conditions of salva-
tion, is the Ten Commandments as
lived out in the life of Jesus. "Love is
the fulfillment of the law." Romans
13:10. "He who says, 'I know Him,' and
does not keep His commandments is a
liar, and the truth is not in him." 1 John
2:4. "For this, Thou shalt not commit
adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt
not steal, Thou shalt not bear false wit-
ness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there
be any other commandment, it is
briefly comprehended in this saying,
namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself." Romans 13:9
In Luke 11 Jesus tells of a man who

was once delivered from the slavery of
sin. He was delivered from his addic-
tions and bad habits. But he did not go
on from there to develop his character
into the image ofJesus. Some time later

can do to earn
this earth, and

to do
life

still be yours if you will but repent and
ask forgiveness. Those would be very
fair conditions. The gift is still a free
gift, which you did not earn, but you
must meet the just and fair require-
ments.
Jesus died on the cross in order to

earn ctcrnallife for us. He "was treated
as we deserved, that we might be
treated as He deserves. He was con-
demned for our sins, in which He had
no share, that we might be justified by
His righteousness, in which we had no

share. He suffered the death which was
ours, that we might receive the life
which was His." The Desire ofAges, 25.
There is nothingwe can do to earn even
temporary life on this earth, and it is
even more impossible to do anything to
earn eternal life. We can neither pay
for our past transgressions nor do a
single good work that will merit eter-
nity. Jesus has done both. But there is a
condition. Jesus said, "Most assuredly,
I say to yOll, unless onc is born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God." John
3:3
To be born again means to have our

characters changed from characters of
selfishness to characters of love.
"Beloved, let us love one another, for
love is of God; and everyone who loves
is born ofGod and knows God. He who
does not love does not know God, for
God is love." 1 John 4:7-8

Love is the condition for salva-
tion-love to God and love to man. We
cannot receive salvation until we are
willing for God to teach us love, and we
cannot retain salvation unless this
process of learning to love is taking
place in our lives. In order to make sure
we do not deceive ourselves, Jesus said,
"Most assuredly" - absolutely, without

we
life on

There is nothing
temporary
is even more impossible
anything to earn eternal

even
it

Could you imagine someone saying,
"You mean I have to go all the way to
the bank to get this money? Well then,
it is not a gift. If! have to go to the bank,
rve earned it." How preposterous! Yet
some people think that way about the
gift of salvation. They illogically over-
throw all the conditions of salvation,
assuming that such parameters consti-
tute sinful works. Thus they delude
themselves into thinking that they are
saved unconditionally, when they are
most assuredly lost.

Jesus plainly stated that at the Sec-
ond Coming, many would say to Him,
"Lord, Lord, we arc saved! We have
done everything in Your name." But
then He will sadly declare to them, "I
never knew you: depart from mc, you
workers of iniquity." Matthew 7:21-23.
Somehow, although they believed in
Christ and claimed to be saved, they
did not meet the conditions. The proof
offered was that they were "workers of
iniquity," aT, as the literal Greek says,
"They practiced lawlessness."
There are conditions to salvation

which we must all meet, day by day.
And these conditions are more in-
volved than just cashing a check at a
bank. Suppose, in the previous ex-
ample ofgiving you a ten-million dollar
check, I stated to you that this was a gift
of love, totally free and unmerited - it
was my inheritance which I purchased
with my own life and which I am now
giving to you. But I also stipulated that
ifyou accepted the gift, you must prom-
ise me that you will never say anything
bad about my kind and loving Father,
from whom I inherited the money, or
about any of His children whom He
loved. Even in this, however, if you
should fail at some time, the gift will
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must
to

of

is his responsibility, the more aggra-
vated his failure, and the heavier his
punishmenl." Patriarchs and Prophets,
420
Thus, to be saved means that we

must continue, on a day by day basis, to
cultivate more of the character of Jesus
within our lives. We arc to become
more like Jesus every day - we must
become more earnest and anxious to
serve God because we love Him more
every day, and we must become more
kind, courteous, and patient toward
our spouses and family members,
toward our church members, and
toward our fellow men and women.

already have. And the ultimate goal is
to become more loving like God. If this
character of love is not being daily
developed within us, we arc not in a
safe relationship with the Lord. We
cannot be satisfied with yesterday's re-
sults or yesterday's characteristics.
That is why Paul said, "Brethren, I

do not count myself to have appre-
hended; but one thing I do, forgetting
those things which are behind and
reaching forward to those things which
are ahead, [ press toward the prize of
the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus." Philippians 3:13-14

Many have wondered why God was
so exacting with Moses when he failed
at the end of a long and faithful life. It
was for the very reason that it was at
the end of a long and faithful life that
made it so serious. God required more
from him at the end of his life than at
the beginning. "The fact that Moses
had enjoyed so great light and knowl-
edge made his sin more grievous. Past
faithfulness will not atone for one
wrong act. The greater the light and
privileges granted to man, the greater

means that we
on a day-by-day basis,

cultivate more of the character
Jesus within our lives

To be saved
continue,

an unfaithful steward and was con-
sidered "wicked and lazy." The ser-
vants of the king were commanded to
((cast the unprofitable servant into the
outer darkness" where there was
"weeping and gnashing of teeth." Mat-
thew 25:26-30

Peter counsels us, saying, "giving all
diligence, add to your faith virtue, to
virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-
control, to self-control perseverance,
to perseverance godliness, to godliness
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly
kindness love." 2 Peter 1:5-7
Thus the Christian life is a constant

growth, a constant adding to what we

All who do not grow stronger, and
become more firmly rooted and
grounded in the truth, are continually
retrograding." Testimonies, vol. 4, 556
"Man may grow up into Christ, his

living head. It is not the work of a mo-
ment, but that of a lifetime.... The
growing is a continuous work." Tes-
timonies, vol. 4, 367
"The want of spiritual growth

closes the door to the rich rays of light
that shine from Christ. Wc shall never
reach a period when there is no in-
creased light for us." Selected Mes-
sages, book 1,403-404

Jesus said that "For everyone to
whom much is given, from him much
will be required; and to whom much
has been committed, of him they will
ask the more." Luke 12:48. If we have
been given ten years to develop a
character, God requires of us more
than ifHe has given to us just five years
to develop a character.
In the parable of the talents, those

who had the talents were strictly re-
quired to add unto their resources. The
one who failed to do so was considered

How to Stay Saved

Thus we can sec that salvation is not
a process that merely happens oncc,
after which eternal life is forever sc-
cure. "People, if saved at all, must bc
saved day by day, hour by hour." FUII-
damelltals of Christiall Educatioll, 240.
Thus wc arc told that "Thosc who ac-
cept the Saviour, however sincere their
conversion, should nevcr be taught to
say or to feci that they arc saved."
Christ's Object Lessolls, 155. Salvation
is a day-by-day process of becoming
more and morc like God in love. Salva-
tion is much more than a good begin-
ning. It is a statc of being in which we
must choose to remain by the grace of
God. But, nOle this, it is not a static
state of being. The requirement of sal-
vation is not just that wc do not sin-
that is what the Jews thought in Jesus'
day. That is what the hermit monks
thought during the Dark Ages. But the
requircment of salvation is that we
must continually become more and
more like God in character. If my
character is no more like God's next
year ilian it is this year, I am not avail-
ing myself of thc grace of Christ and [
am not being saved.

"It is our privilege to grow more
and more like Him every day.... We
are to learn in the school of Christ; yet
it is manifest that many are satisfied
with very limited experience in spiritual
things.... Christians are to be faithful
students in the school of Christ, ever
learning morc of Heaven, morc of the
words and will of God." SOliS alld
Daughters ofGod, 72
"God designs that Christians shall

grow continually, grow up unto the full
stature of men and women in Christ.

the evil spirit that had oncc controlled
his life camc back to see how his old
friend was doing. La and behold, he
found that the man was the same as
when he had left him-frec from sin
but destitute of the grace ofChrist. The
evil spirit leapcd with joy, and wcnt and
found seven other spirits more evil than
himself, and came back and took ab-
solute control of this poor man. So the
last state of that man, who had once
been saved, was worse than the first.
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This growth in grace IS accom-
plished only by spending time with
Jesus every day, and by allowing His
Spirit to come into our lives to fashion
us into the image of Jesus. This is the
true purpose of devotions. We need to
know more about true theology and
prophecy, but the first and most impor-
tant purpose of prayer and Bible study
is to become more like Jesus.

1:11
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 0.' ,,-PO ()O>:

htoro.tlltl. WI..

We are not only
to be intelligent
Christians, but
loving Christians

Aswe kneel each morning to devote
our lives to God for that day, and as we
open the Bible and the Spirit of Proph-
ecy to feed upon His Word, our first
and primary objective must be to have
our lives and characters changed. The
purpose of our Bible study and prayer
must be to develop characters like
Jesus. We arc not only to be intelligent
Christians, but loving Christians. This
comes by daily spending time with
Jesus at the foot of the cross, and then,
out of love for Christ utilizing the divine
power that He imparts to us to "refuse
the evil and choose the good." Isaiah
7:15

"It would be well for us to spend a
thoughtful hour each day in contem-
plation of the life of Christ. We should
take it point by point, and let the imagi-
nation grasp each scene, especially the
closing ones. As we thus dwell upon
His great sacrifice for us, our
dcncc in Him will be more constant,
our lovewill be quickened, and we shall
be more deeply imbued with His spirit.
If we would be saved at last, we must
learn the lesson of penitence and
humiliation at the foot of the cross. 77le
Desire ofAges, 83 I!l

1Bible quotations are from either the King
James or the New King James Version.

Thank you all deeply for sending
me Our Finn Foundation during the
past year, knowing that I didn't get to
pay you the subscription price due to
personal struggles. I'm grateful for the
straight testimony that's badly needed
in the church, especially as it gets my
mind back to God. I'm especially grate-
ful for the subscription assistance pro-
gram that allows others with financial
problems to receive Our Finn Founda-
tion. Therefore I am sending the en-
closed check for my subscription for
this past year, and for others to be able
to partake of the divine truth to share
with all the world.

William Reinwald
WestHaven

I have a special request to make of
your ministry. I received a letter from
Pastor-- and in his letter he men-
tioned your work of the Lord. I am in
the North Carolina prison system
where I've studied the Bible for six
years nonstop. I learned the truth
during my two years in the hole where
I asked to be put so I could have peace
and quiet so I could lind the reason
why - with the world full of Christians,
and gaining more every day, why is the
world in the bad shape it's in, and get-
ting worse? I found out all this, and
how to have good health and peace of
mind. I would like to receive your
monthly magazine and cassette. I have
no funds right now, but I'm on my way
out of this system, going onwhat we call
work release sometime in March or
April 1988. Then I should be able to
support your ministry. Thank you.
Keeping the faith of our Lord and

Saviour Jesus,

John Leffingwell
Elizabethtown, North Carolina

I am sorry that I do not have any
money to send you, but I would very
much like you to keep me on your mail-
ing list to receiveOurFinn Foundation.
I have received other letters from you
too, like your Focus on Lay Ministry,
that have helped me to keep my priori-
ties straight and to grow stronger in my
faith in my daily problems, and to
develop the strength I need for the
coming crisis. You keep me from fecl-
ing so alone.

BeverlyBaggs
Canton, Ohio

I'm writing first of all to salute you
in your work of bringing forth the
straight testimony, last-day events and
the preparation, and putting a magnify-
ing glass to the pillars of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church.
There are many obstacles in the

way of those who would bring the re-
form messages, namely the offshoots
that give rebukes without remedy,
which tend to tear down instead of
build up. I appreciate the "whole" mes-
sage of hope that you present.

I've read a number of your books
and all I can say is amen and hallelujah,
the truth marches on!

Darryl Turner
Richmond, California

I truly feci you are friends, for your
monthly visits via OurFinn Foundation
mean so much. I can hardly wait for the
arrival of the next issue and then I try to
restrain myself so I won't read it
through immediately - I want to
spread out the enjoyment and the
blessing. Thank you so very much.

Violet M. Bates
Fortuna, California

March 1988 OurFinn Foundation 27



ConceptEllen White's
of

Righteousness by Faith
D o not allow your minds to be diverted from the all-

important theme of the righteousness of Christ by the
study of theories. Review alld Herald, April 5, 1892

The thought that the righteousness of Christ is imputed to
us, not because of any merit on our part, but as a free gift from
God, is a precious thought. The enemy of God and man is not
willing that this truth should be clearly presented; for be knows
that if the people receive it fully, bis power will be broken.
Gospel Workers, 161

What Is Righteousness?

What is righteousness? .. Righteousness means being
good and doing good. Manuscript 68, 1894

Righteousness is obedience to the law. Selected Messages,
book 1,367

Righteousness is right doing, and it is by their deeds tbat all
will be judged. Christ's Object Lessolls, 312

Righteousness is holiness, likeness to God, and "God is
love." 1 John 4:16. It is conformity to tbe law of God, for "all
thy commandments arc righteousness" (Psalm 119:172), and
"love is the fulfilling of the law." Romans 13:10. 17lOlIgI'tSFrom
the MOllllt ofBlessillg, 18

He who enters heaven must have a character that is without
spot or wrinkle or any such thing. Naught that defiletb can ever
enter there. In all the redeemed bast not one defect will be
seen. Messages to YOllllg People, 144

The Ground Rules of Salvation

Repentance has in it nothing of the nature of merit, but it
prepares the heart for the acceptance of Christ as the only
Saviour, tbe only hope of the lost sinner. Selected Messages,
book 1,365

God has made the first advance. While you were in rebcl-
lion against Him, He went forth to seek you. With the tender
hcart of the shepherd He left the ninety and nine and went out
into the wilderness to find that whicb was lost. ...

In the parable of the lost shcep, Christ teaehcs that salva-
tion docs not come through our seeking after God but through
God's seeking after us. Christ's Object Lessolls, 189

Coming to Christ does not require severe mental effort and
agony; it is simply accepting the terms of salvation that God
has made plain in His Word. The blessing is free to all. Selected
Messages, book 1,333
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Jesus said unto him [the rich young ruler], "If thou wilt be
perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and
thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me."
Here are conditions, and the Bible is full of conditions.
Selected Messages, book 1,378

From a sense of thorough conviction, you can ... testify to
men of the immutable character of the law manifested by the
death of Christ on the cross, the malignant nature of sin, and
the righteousness of God in justifying the believer in Jesus, on
condition of his future obedience to the statutes of God's
government in beaven and earth. Review alld Herald, April 24,
1888

No man can cover his soul with the garments of Christ's
righteousness while practicing known sins, or neglecting
known duties. God requires the entire surrender of the heart,
before justification can take place .... In order for man to be
justified by faith, faith must reach a point where it will control
the affections and impulses of the heart. Selected Messages,
book 1,366

Salvation is a gift offered to you free; on no other condition
can you obtain it, only as a free gift. But co-operation on your
part is essential for your salvation. Letter 90, 1891

Saving Faith

Faith is trusting in God-believing that He loves us, and
knows what is for our best good. Thus, instead of our own way,
it leads us to choose His way. In place of our ignorance, it ac-
cepts His wisdom; in place of our weakness, His strength; in
place of our sinfulness, His righteousness. Our lives, ourselves,
arc already His; faith acknowledges His ownership, and ac-
cepts its blessing. Gospel Workers, 259

Faith looks beyond the difficulties, and lays hold of the un-
seen, even Omnipotence; therefore it cannot be baffled. Faith
is the clasping of the hand of Christ in every emergency. Ibid.,
262

Where there is not only a belief in God's Word, but also a
submission of tbe will to Him; where the heart is yielded to
Him, the affections fIXed upon Him, there is faith-faith that
works by love and purifies the soul. Steps to Christ, 63

Justification by Faith

What is justification by faith? It is the work of God in laying
the glory of man in the dust, and doing for man that which it is



not in his power to do for himself. When men sec their own
nothingness they arc prepared to be clothed with the right-
eousness of Christ. the Faith I Live By, 111
As the penitent sinner, contrite before God, discerns

Christ's atonement in his behalf, and accepts this atonement as
his only hope in this life and the future life, his sins are par-
doned. This is justification by faith. Ibid., 116
The grace of Christ is freely to justify the sinner without

merit or claim on his part. Justification is a full, complete par-
don of sin. The moment a sinner accepts Christ by faith, that
moment he is pardoned. The righteousness of Christ is im-
puted to him, and he is no more to doubt God's forgiving
grace. Ibid., 107
It is not God's will that you should be distrustful, and tor-

ture your soul with the fear that God will not acecpt you be-
cause you are sinful and unworthy. Ibid., 102
But, you say, if I could only know that He is my Saviour!

Well, what kind of evidence do you want? Do you want a
special feeling or emotion to prove that Christ is yours? Is this
more reliable than pure faith in God's promises? ...
There is not a friend in the world of whom you would re-

quire one-half the assurance that our heavenly Father has
given you in His promises. Rel'iew alld Herald, July 79,1890
Those who accept Christ, and in their first confidence say,

I am saved, are in danger of trusting to themselves. They lose
sight of their own weakness and their constant need of divine
strength. They are unprepared for Satan's devices, and under
temptation many, like Peter, fall into the very depths of sin. We
are admonished, "Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed
lest he fall." 1 Corinthians 10:12. Our only safety is in constant
distrust of self, and dependence on Christ. O.rist's Object Les-
SOilS, 155

In order that we may have the righteousness of Christ, we
need daily to be transformed by the influence of the Spirit, to
be a partaker of the divine nature. It is the work of the Holy
Spirit to elevate the taste, to sanctify the heart, to ennoble the
whole man. Selected Messages, book 1,374

In order for man to retain justification, there must be con-
tinual obedience, through active, living faith that works by love
and purifies the soul. Ibid., 366

It is by continual surrender of the will, by continual obe-
dience, that the blessing of justification is retained. Ibid., 397

Sanctification by Faith

Our only ground of hope is in the righteousness of Christ
imputed to us, and in that wrought by His Spirit working in and
through us. Steps to O.rist, 63
The righteousoess by which we are justified is imputed; the

righteousness bywhich we are sanctified is imparted. The first
is our title to heaven, the second is our fitness for heaven.Mes-
sages to Young People, 35

Both our title to heaven and our fitness for it are found in
the righteousness of Christ. the Desire ofAges, 300
When through repentance and faith we accept Christ as

our Saviour, the Lord pardons our sins, and remits the penalty
prescribed for the transgression of the law. The sinner then
stands before God as a just person; he is taken into favor with

Heaven, and through the Spirit has fellowship with the Father
and the Son. Then there is yet another work to be accom-
plished, and this is of a progressive nature. The soul is to be
sanctified through the truth. And this also is accomplished
through faith. For it is ooly by the grace of Christ, which we re-
ceive through faith, that the character can be transformed.
Siglls ofthe Times, November 3, 1890

Those who would be saints in heaven, must flJ'st be saints
upon the earth; for when we leave this earth, we shall take our

The completeness of
Christian character is
attained when the impulse
to bless others springs
constantly from within

character with us, and this will be simply taking with us some of
the elements of heaven imparted to us through the righteous-
ness of Christ. Review alld Herald, August 19, 1890
The newly converted soul often has fierce eonnicts with es-

tablished habits or with some special form of temptation, and,
being overcome by some master passion or tendency, he is
guilty of indiscretion or actual wrong.... We must expect to
meet with great imperfections in those who are young and in-
experienced. Testimonies, vol. 5,604-605
We have a correct record of the religious experiences of

marked characters in Bible history. Men whom God favored,
and to whom He entrusted great responsibilities, were some-
times overcome by temptation and committed sins, even as we
of the present day strive, waver, and frequently fall into error.
But it is encouraging to our desponding hearts to know that
through God's grace they could gain fresh vigor to again rise
above their evil natures; and, remembering this, we are ready
to renew the conflict ourselves. Testimonies, vol. 4, 10-11

Sanctification's Goal: AChristlike Character

True sanctification is nothing more or less than to love God
with all the heart, to walk in His commandments and ordi-
nances blameless. Sanctification is not an emotion, but a
heaven-born principle that brings all the passions and desires
under the control of the Spirit of God; and this work is done
through our Lord and Saviour. Signs ofthe Times, May 19,1890
When self is merged in Christ, love springs forlh spon-

taneously. The completeness of Christian characlcr is attained
when the impulse to help and bless others springs constantly
from within. O.rist's Object Lessolls, 384
When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united

with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes
one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to
Him; we live His life. This is what it means to be clothed with
the garment ofHis righteousness. Ibid., 312
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Total Victory a Reality

We can overcome. Yes; fully, entirely. Jesus died to make a
way of escape for us, that we might overeome every evil
temper, every sin, every temptation, and sit down at last with
Him. Testimonies, vol. 1, 144
If you will stand under the bloodstained banner of Prince

Emmanuel, faithfully doing His service, you need never yield
to temptation; for One stands by your side who is able to keep
you from falling. Our High Calling, 19
The strongest temptation is no excuse for sin. However

great the pressure brought to bear upon the soul, transgression
is our own act. It is not in the power of earth or hell to compel
anyone to sin. The will must consent, the heart must yield, or
passion can not overbear reason, nor iniquity triumph over
righteousness. Sib"'S of the Times, April 15, 1913

The illiterate as well as the
educated can bear the
testimony of our faith,
saying "I know in whom I
have believed"

Ifwe consent, He will so identify Himselfwith our thoughts
and aims, so blend our hearts and minds into conformity to His
will, that when obeying Him we shall be but carrying out our
own impulses. The Desire ofAges, 668

Not even by a thought did He yield to temptation. So it may
be with us. Ibid., 123
Those only who through faith in Christ obey all of God's

commandments will reach the eondition of sinJessness in whieh
Adam lived before his transgression. They testify to their love
of Christ by obeying all His precepts. Seventh-day Adventist
Bible Commentary, vol. 6, 1118

In every phase of your character-building you are to please
God. This you may do; for Enoch pleased Him, though living
in a degenerate age. And there are Enochs in this our day.
Christ's Object Lessons, 332

When the character of Christ shall be perfectly reprodueed
in His people, then He will come to claim them as His own.
Ibid., 69

We Need Not See All Points Ahke

Many commit the error of trying to define minutely the fine
points of distinction between justification and sanctification.
Into the defUlitions of these two terms they often bring their
own ideas and speculations. Why try to be more minute than is
Inspiration on the vital question of righteousness by faith? Why
try to work out every minute point, as if the salvation of the soul
depended upon all having exaetly your understanding of this

30 OurFinn Foundalion March 1988

matter? All cannot see in the same line of vision. Seventh-day
Adventist Bible Commelltary, vol. 6, 1072

It is not essential for you to know and tell others all the
whys and wherefores as to what constitutes the new heart, or as
to the position they can and must reach so as never to sin. You
have no such work to do. All are not constituted alike. Conver-
sions are not all alike. Selected Messages, book 1, 177

A Perfect Heart Is More Essential Than a Perfect Theology

There is to be no dread of anyone being borne down even
in a widespread apostasy, who has a living experience in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. If Jesus be
formed within, the hope of glory, the illiterate as well as the
educated can bear the testimony of our faith, saying, "I know in
whom I have believed." Some will not, in argument, be able to
show wherein their adversary is wrong, having never had any
advantages that others have had, yet these arc not overborne
by the apostasy beeause they have the evidenee in their own
heart that they have the truth, and the most subtle reasoning
and assaults of Satan cannot move them from their knowledge
of the truth, and they have not a doubt or fear that they are
themselves in error. Manuscript 6, 1889
I wanl, says one, to reason out this matter. Well, reason it

out if you can. The wind bloweth where it listeth and thou
hearest the sound thereof but you cannot explain it. And no
more can you explain this faith which lays right hold upon the
merits of the blood of a crucified and risen Saviour to bring
Christ's righteousness into your life, and be clothed with the
righteousness of Christ and not your own righteousness, not
depending upon what you can do, or what you will do. Review
alld Herald, January 30, 1975,6; Manuscript 1, 1889

He is our Saviour: He saves us because He said He would.
Are you going to go into all the explanation how He can save
us? Unless we have the goodness in ourselves, and we will make
ourselves better and cleanse ourselves from the spots and stains
ofsin, and then come to God - You simply cannot do it. Review
alld Herald, January 30, 1975,8; Manuscript 1, 1889

Christ crucified, Christ risen, Christ ascended into the
heavens, Christ coming again, should so soften, gladden, and
fill the mind of the minister that he will present these truths to
the people in love and deep earnestness. Gospel Workers, 159

I love Him! I love Him! I see in Jesus matchless charms. I
see in Him everything to be desired by the children ofmen. Let
us come to the "Lamb ofGod, which taketh away the sins of the
world." Let us, through His merits and righteousness, obtain a
filling up for heaven. Review alld Herald, April 2, 1889 !!!l

Tize quotations above are drawll from a very Izelpflll 20-page
document Clfthe same /lame, prepared by tlze .Ita!!oftlze Ellen G.
White Estate - EDITORS



I Am the Door
Continued from 21

The prophets were originally called
seers (1 Samuel 9:9). They are the eycs
of the church. They are given visions
and dreams for God's people (Num-
bers 12:6). Thc Bible has divinc author-
ity, not because of what a theologian,
church council, or church organization
has said about it, but because it was re-
ccived through the Spirit of Prophecy.
Arc you rcading, studying and carefully
following all thc counscls of the Spirit
of Prophecy as recorded in the Biblc
and in the writings of God's special
messenger to the remnant church?
It does not matter what position,

wealth or othcr assets you may have. If
you are not obtaining the eyesalve for
your casc, your eternal destiny is in
jeopardy. We have come to a time

Many who claim to
believe in the

testimonies are not
studying them

when thc tcstimonies of God's Spirit
are being made of none effect. Many
who claim to believe in them are not
studying the testimony of Jesus. What
is thc rcsult? "Many arc going directly
contrary to the light which God has
given to His pcoplc, bccausc thcy do
not read the books which contain the
light and knowlcdge in cautions, re-
proofs, and warnings.... Gospcltruth
hardens when it does not save. . . .
Those who despise the warning will be
left in blindness to become self-
deccived; but those who heed it, and
zealously go about the work of scparat-
ing their sins from them in order to
have the nceded graces, will be open-
ing the door of their hearts that the
dear Saviour may come in and dwell
with them." Testimonies, vol. 5, 681-682
Those who do not feel grieved over

their own spiritual declension, and say
that times have changed, are character-
ized by God's Spirit as "men who will

never again lift up their voice like a
trumpet to show God's people their
transgressions and the house of Jacob
their sins. These dumb dogs that would
not bark are the ones who feci the just
vengeance of an offended God. Men,
maidens, and little children all perish
together." Ibid., 211. This warning was
writtcn especially for ministers. Pastor,
are you preaching the straight testi-
mony? Will there be no blood from any
soul on your garment in the day of judg-
ment?

A second area of corrective counsel
in the straight testimony to Laodicea
has to do with obtaining the righteous-
ness of Christ. "When we submit our-
selves to Christ, the hcart is united with
His heart, the will is merged in His will,
the mind becomes one with His mind,
the thoughts are brought into captivity
to Him; we live His lifc. This is what it
means to be clothed with the garment
of His righteousness. Then as the Lord
looks upon us Hc sees ... His own robe
of righteousness, which is perfect obe-
dience to the law of Jehovah." Christ's
Object Lessons, 312. Are you heart to
hcart with Jesus? Is your life right now
one of perfcct obedience? Those who
receive the straight testimony and fast
and pray in response to it were seen in
vision to have «obtained the victory."
Will you be one of them?

A third area of corrective counsel
in the straight testimony has to do with
spiritual wealth. The most costly spir-
itual possession is Godlike love. Paul
said it was belter than any other spir-
itual gift that could be desired (1 Cor-
inthians 12:31). It is thc bond of per-
fection (Colossians 3:14). So indis-
pensable is this gift that every other at-
tainment is worthless without it
(1 Corinthians 13:1-3). It is thc top
rung of Peter's ladder (2 Peter 1:7).
Petcr shows in 2 Pcter 1:5-7 that the
person who has faith, although he
might be lacking many other things, is
in a position to acquire everything
else. The counsel about spiritual
wealth then is an invitation from Jesus
to obtain character perfection. "Let no
one say, I cannot remedy my defects of
character. Ifyou come to this decision,
you will certainly fail of obtaining ever-
lasting life." CIzn'st's Object Lessons,
331

Have you secn anywhere in the
remnant church in recent years a rising
up against the Spirit of Prophecy?
Have you seen opposition to Christ's
requirement for victory over sin and
perfect obediencc? Have you seen the
doctrine of character perfection de-

At every advanced
point the heart is
tested and tried a

little closer

scribed as an impossibility? Is the Holy
Spirit telling you that the Seventh-day
Adventist Church is being shaken?

In the last generation, during the
shaking, the door of salvation is closed
for those who resist the straight testi-
mony. But for those who accept it, this
trying experience opens a door into the
great beyond. " 'God is weighing His
people.' ... [He] proves them to see if
they will obey the counsel of the True
Witness. God leads His people on, step
by step. He brings them up to different
points calculated to manifest what is in
the heart. Some endure at one point,
but fall off at the next. At every ad-
vanced point the heart is tested and
tried a little closer. ... Individuals are
tested and proved a length of time to
see if they will sacrifice their idols and
heed the counsel of the True Witness.
If any will not be purified through
obeying the truth, and overcome their
selfishness, their pride, and evil pas-
sions, the angels of God have the
charge: 'They are joined to their idols,
let them alone; and they pass on to
their work, leaving these with their sin-
ful traits unsubdued, to the control of
evil angels. Those who come up to
every point, and stand every test, and
overcome, be the price what it may,
have heeded the counsel of the True
Witness, and thcy will receive the lalter
rain, and thus be fitted for translation."
Testimonies, vol. 1, 186-187 I!iI
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We hope you will remember our Bible Corre-
spondence Course when you have the opportunity
to sow some seed for the kingdom. The program
has been in operation for over a year, and cur-
rently has more than three hundred active stu-
dents. This is a full correspondence course, and
includes the correction of the lessons. In addition,
our instructors make a point of providing an-
swers to questions of interest to the students.
The Study Guides are free to those enrolling in
the course. Complete sets of Study Guides, and
attractive Enrollment Cards are also available.

Truth For Today
Bible Correspondence Course

ThVTH
FOR TODAY

"To be totally honest, I was a bit skeptical about
doing this study, as I am on all spiritual studies. But I
was a bit more so concerning this one. Yet I have found
that not only was my concern unnecessary, but that
this study set is excellent in every aspect. By the way, I
hope you don't mind, but these lessons (after you send them back) will
be the foundation for our Bible study on our tier (3-West) [in a state penitentiary]. They layout a
simple, easy to understand but important message. You've been added to my prayer list.
"I've been doing a lot of Bible studies, and this one is the most challenging one I've been involved in,

and I look forward to completing the course.
"Thanks for the book, The Greatest Love [Steps to Christ]' And the letter you wrote was the longest I

have ever received from any ministry. This show me a great deal of your concern for your students."
-James

Study Guide Sets - $1.50

Hope International
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Eatonville, WA 98328
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