


Editorial

ONE hundred years have passed
since God sent the fourth angel of

Revelation 18 to join the third angel's
message to swell it to a loud cry. Ellen
White wrote in the Review and Herald,
November 22, 1892: "The time oftest is
just upon ns, for the loud cry of the
third angel has already begun in the
revelation of the righteousness of
Christ, the sin-pardoning Redeemer.
This is the beginning of the light of the
angel whose glory shall fill the whole
earth." (See also Selected Messages,
book 1, 363)

The question we must now answer
is, Was this an inspired statement from
God or not? Ifwe believe it is, then we
must be honest and face the question,
what happened? Did God change His
mind? Or must we believe that the
church refused the message God sent
through His prophet? We will better
understand by reading God's answer to
this difficult question:
"An unwillingness to yield up pre-

conceived opinions, and to accept this
truth [concerning the law in Galatians],
lay at the foundation of a large share of
the opposition manifested at Minnea-
polis against the Lord's message
through Brethren [E. J.] Waggoner and
[A. T.] Jones. By exciting that opposi-
tion Satan succeeded in shutting away
from our people, in a great measure, the
special power of the Holy Spirit that
God longed to impart tp them. The en-
emy prevented them from obtaining
that efficiency which might have been
theirs in carrying the truth to the world,
as the apostles proclaimed it after the
day of Pentecost. The light that is to
lighten thewhole earthwith its glorywas
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resisted, and by fue action of our own
brethren has been in a great degree kept
away from the world." Ibid., 234-235
"The only remedy is belief in the

truth, acceptance of the light. Yet many
have listened to the truth spoken in
demonstration of the Spirit, and they
have not only refused to accept the
message, but they have also hated the
light. These men are parties to the ruin
of souls. They have interposed them-
selves between the Heaven-sent light
and the people. They have trampled
upon the Word of God and are doing
despite to His Holy Spirit." Testimollies
to Ministers, 91

Pride of opinion shut away from
God's people the special power of the
Holy Spirit which is represented by the
fourth angel. Therefore the enemy (the
devil himself) prevented the church
from carrying the message to the world.
The experience of the second Pente-
cost was denied by the actions of the
leaders in the church and to a great de-
gree this is whywe are still here in 1988,
one hundred years later. It was not
God's plan for such a long delay. The
Lord's messenger wrote in 1900:

"If the hearts of God's people were
filled with love for Christ, if every
church member were thoroughly im-
bued wifu the spirit of self-sacrifice, if
all manifested thorough earnestness,
there would be no lack of funds for
home or foreign missions. OUf re-
sources would be multiplied; a thou-
sand doors of usefulness would be
opened, andwe shouldbe invited to en-
ter. Had fue purpose of God been car-
ried out by His people in giving to the
world the message of mercy, Christ
would, ere this, have come to the earth,
and the saints would have received
their welcome into the city of God."
Testimollies, vol. 6,450
We have come to a strategic hour

in our history. One hundred years ago

Jesus presented this glorious message
through his servants, Ellen White, A.
T. Jones, and E. J. Waggoner. It was
accepted in theory, but rejected in
experience. The full power of the Holy
Spirit could not be safely bestowed;
the Pentecost was postponed by our
unreadiness, and all Heaven was
forced to wait. Let us not postpone it
any longer. The hour is very late and
God is raising up men, women, and
young people from the grass roots of
the church to give this message with
power. Theywill soon give the loud cry
of the fourth angel.
"We are made sad as we see in

many places so much left undone that
should be done. But the Lordwill use in
the accomplishment ofRis workmeans
that we do not now see. Hewill raise up
from among the common people, men
and WOmen to do His work, even as of
old He called fishermen to be His dis-
ciples. Theeewill soon be an awakening
that will surprise many. Those who do
not realize the necessity ofwhat is to be
done, will be passed by, and the heav-
enly messengers will work with those
who are called the common people, fit-
ting them to carry the truth to many
places. Now is the time for us to awake
and do whatwe can."LomaLindaMes-
sages, 83; see also Counsels 011 Health,
395; Testimollies, vol. 9, 96-97, 126
The truth of the Lord's power to

save from sin must go to all the world.
That this special issue may further this
work, and that the Lord may count
everyone reading this editorial worthy
to be a part of this great movement of
God in these last days is my prayer.

RON SPEAR-EDITOR

Sillce this issue is dedicated to tile sub-
ject of the 1888Message, publicatioll of
"Two Kinds ofPalils,"pari: two, is post-
poned untilFebmmy. -EDITORS
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MinneapolisAfter
WE FOUND when we reached

Battle Creek that some of onr
brethren and sisters had been preced-
ing us with letters from the meeting of
the same character that we had met at
the meeting, evidencing that those who
made these reports had not received at
that meeting the benefit that the Lord
designed they should have. There were
also a number of delegates who re-
turned to Battle Creek before us who
were forward to make reports of the
meeting at Minneapolis, giving their
own incorrect version of the matter
which was unfavorable to Brethren
A. T. Jones and E. J.Waggoner, W. C.
White and myself, and the work I had
been compelled to do at that meeting.
Some who had not seen me since the
General Conference in Oakland, Cali-
fornia, met me as almost a stranger.

I knew that the same work that had
leavened the camp in Minneapolis had
not been confined to that place but had
reached over to Battle Creek through
letters sent from Minneapolis and by

word of mouth of those who preceded
us to Battle Creek. Reports had come
to Elder Butler that were not correct or
true. Those reporting were deceived by
the enemy and were in their turn de-
ceiving him, putting a wrong interpreta-
tion upon many things. In his weak con-
dition of health he accepted everything
as verity and truth, and acted accord-
ingly. He solicited no interviewwith me
and did not come to call upon me al-
though several times he passed almost
by the door where 1 was rooming. He
did not ask me if the statements
brought to him were true, but accepted
all that had been unwisely told him.
Have those who made these impres-
sions upon his sick mind been as zeal-
ous to remove them as they were to
make them? Let them answer this to
God, for they must be met in the judg-
ment and answered to there.

I met with the brethren in the Tab-
ernacle, and there I felt it my duty to
give a short history of the meeting and
my experieuce in Minneapolis, the

course I had pursued and why, and
plainly state' the spirit which prevailed
at that meeting. I told them the position
I was compelled to take at that meeting
which was not in harmony with my
brethren, and the efforts I there made
with select brethren to convince them
that they Were not moving in the coun-
sel of God, that the Lord would not
sanction any such spirit as that which
prevailed at that meeting.

I told them of the hard position I was
placed in, to stand, as itwere, alone and
be compelled to reprove the wrong spir-
it that was a controlling power at that
meeting. The suspicion and jealousy,
the evil surmisings, the resistance of the
Spirit of God that was appealing to(")
them, were more after the order in
which the Reformers had been treated.
It was the very order in which the
church had treated my father's family
and eight of US - the entire family living
in Portland, Maine - were excluded
from the churchbecausewe favored the
message proclaimed byWilliamMiller.

I had been writing out Volume 4 of
Great Controversy. It was fresh in my
mind how those men, upon whom the
Lord was moving to bear to the world
a message of light and of truth, were
treated, and because it did not coin-
cide with their opinions men closed
their eyes and ears to the message sent
of God. What effect did this resistance
and opposition have upon those to
whom God had given light to be
flashed amid the moral darkness that
had been gathering over the church
like the pall of death? Did they cease
their efforts? No. The Lord had
placed the burden upon them: "Cry
aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a
trumpet, and shew my people their )
transgression, and the house of Jacob
their sins." Isaiah 58:1

--------:Ellen G. White--------
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Time is • and there isprecIous a mes-
sage to come to this people and the
Lord • to the way forrequires you open
the light to come to the people

The Lord was working, and I must
be faithful to speak the words given me

.,,", of God although I was passing through
'\ ithe most grievous trial of my life, for

from this hour that confidence which I
had hitherto had that God was leading
and controlling the minds and hearts of
my brethren, was not as heretofore. I
had felt that when a call carne to me,
"We want you at our meeting, Sister
White; your influence is needed," I
should not consult my choice or myfeel-
ings but would arise by faith and try to
act my part and leave the Lord to do the
work that was essential to be done. Now
a greater burden falls upon me. From
this time I must look alone to God, for I
dare not rely upon the wisdom of my
brethreIL I see they do not always take
God for their counselor, but look in a
large degree to the men they have set
before them in the place ofGod.

I tried at the meeting in Battle
Creek to make my position plain, but
not 'a word or response came from the
men who should have stood with me. I
stated that I stood nearly alone at Min-
neapolis. I stood alone before them in

f' )the conference, for the light that God
had seen fit to give me was that they
were not moving in the counsel ofGod.
Not one ventured to say, "I am with
you, SisterWhite. I will stand byyou."
After the meeting [in Battle Creek]

several shook hands with me and
stated, "I am glad to be here. lam en-
tirely relieved. So many reports came
to us from Minneapolis and were told
us by those who arrived here before
you came, of positions Sister White
took and what she had said at the con-
ference, that we really thought that
Sister WJ.,ite must be a changed wom-
an; but I feel happy and grateful that I
could be at this meeting and hear from
her owo lips the truth of the malter,
that Sister White is not changed, that
her testimony has not changed in its
character. We recognize the Spirit of
the Lord speaking through Sister
White as heretofore."

But there were quite a number who
held fast their evil surmisings and clung
to the distorted representations made

(,) of as thoughthese reports were too
. precIous to be given up, although they
had not one real vestige of evidence

that I had changed. It seemed to be
their preference to believe the false re-
ports. I felt deeply grieved that my
brethren who had knowo me for years
and had evidence of the character of
my labor should continue to remain in
the deception they were in and, rather
than confess that they had been mistak-
en, hold on to the same false impres-
sions as though they were truth.

I was invited to speak the next Sab-
bath in the Tabernacle, but after-
wards - because the impressions were
so strong that I had changed- I think
the brother felt a little sorry he had
asked me. Two elders visited me on
Sabbath morning, and I was asked by
one what I was going to speak UpOIL I
said, "Brethren, you leave that matter
with the Lord and SisterWhite, for nei-
ther the Lord nor SisterWhite will need
to be dictated to by the brethren as to
what subject she will bring before them.
I am at home in Battle Creek, on the
ground we have broken through the
strength ofGod, andwe ask not permis-
sion to take the desk in the Tabernacle. I
take it as my rightful position accorded
me of God. But there is Brother Jones,
who cannot feel as I do, and who will
wait an invitation from you. You should
do your duty in regard to this matter and
open the way before him."
The elders stated they did not feel

free to invite him to speak until they
had consulted Brother Smith to know
whether he would sanction it, for Elder
Smithwas older than they. I said, "Then
do this at once, for time is precious and
there is a message to come to this peo-
ple and the Lord requires you to open
the way for the light to come to the peo-
pIe of God."

I had freedom in speaking to the
people the words of life. I was strength-
ened and blessed of God. But days
passed and there came no invitation for
Elder Jones to present to the large
church in Battle Creek the message giv-
en him of God. I sent for the elders of
the church and asked again if they de-
signed to give Elder Jones an opportu-
nity to speak to the people. The answer

was, "I have consulted Brother Smith
and he has decided it would not be best
to ask him because he took strong posi-
tions, and carried the subject of na-
tional reform too far."
I then felt my spirit stirred within

me, and I bore a very plain testimony to
these brethren. I told them a little of
how matters had been carried [on] at
Minneapolis, and stated the position I
had taken, that pharisaism had been at
work leavening the camp here at Battle
Creek, and the Seventh-day Adventist
Churches were affected; bnt the Lord
had given me a message, and with pen
and voice I would work until this leaven
was expelled and a new leaven was in-
troduced, which was the grace of
Christ. ...
We thank God for every token of

His love and of His grace. We will
praise God and take courage. We will
not sit as criticizers. We will not tum
from the heavenly benefits, neither will
we sit in judgment to condemn God's
ways and God's manner of working be-
cause others feel like doing it. They
have no reason for saying the things
that they do, no reason to resist the
Spirit of God.
Jesus upbraided His disciples for

their unbelief. Unbelief is the occasion
of all sin and is the bond of iniquity. Its
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He who by faith seizes and appropri-
ates the righteousness of Christ as
his own, can see the holiness, beauty,

work is to make crooked, things that
are straight. Faith is the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things
unseen. When we become as little chil-
dren, sitting at the feet of Jesus, learn-
ing of Him self-denial and what it is to
live by faith in every word of God, then
the soul finds rest and peace.

A woe is pronounced upon all such
unbelief and criticism as was revealed

in Minneapolis and as was revealed in
Battle Creek. By their fruits ye shall
know them. Evidence at every step that
God was at work has not changed the
manifest attitude of those who in the
very beginning pursued a course of un-
belief which was an offense to God.
With this barrier they themselves had
erected, they-like the Jews-were
seeking something to strengthen their
unbelief and make it appear they were
right. Therefore they could not drink in
the great salvation that the Lord prof-
fered them. The riches of divine grace
they refused. The longsuffcring ofGod,
His goodness, and His love and won-
derful forbearance have not broken
their hearts because they have not
looked upon it and appreciated these
favors. 1 lay these things open plainly
before all, for 1 know their danger. 1
have labored earnestly to one end - the
good of souls and the glory of God.
When we see men unconvinced and

unchanged, notwithstanding all the
marked evidences God has given, we
feel sure that they will see no greater
evidence. 1 thought of another thing
that 1 could do - to get out a testimony
and set before the questioning, doubt-
ing ones general principles, hoping this
would bring some to see things in a cor-
rectlight. 1 know that it has had an in-

and glory •In the

fluence upon many minds, but it seems
to be no help to others. They stand
ready to block the wheels rather than to
help pull the car up the steep ascent.

1 have not left anything undone that
1 have had any evidence it was my duty
to do. And as far as Battle Creek is con-
cerned 1 can do no more than 1 have
done. Those who have not united with
me and the messengers of God in this

law of God

work, but whose influence has been to
create doubt and nnbelief, 1 do not
judge. Every jot of influence that has
been cast on the side of the enemywill
meet its reward according to its works.
Godwas working with me to present to
the people a message in regard to the
faith of Jesus and the righteousness of
Christ. ...

1will pursue this history no further,
but 1 will in a very imperfect manner
state [that] the law points to Christ and
Christ points to the law. Because man
has broken the law, the day in which we
live is a period when the law of God is
almost universally made void. How few
realize their personal responsibility to
God. The power of free, independent
action may mlus with awe. God speaks.
What does He sa)"? He says, "Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy strength, and with all thy mind; and
thy neighbor as thyself.... This do and
thou shalt live." Luke 10:27-28
It is impossible for us to realize the

far-reaching nature of God's law unless
we view Christ upon the cross of Cal-
vary-the atoning sacrifice. Through
the law is the knowledge of sin. God's
moral law is the sin detector, and how
canwe have an intelligent knowledge of
what constitutes sin unless we acknowl-

edge God's moral standard of right-
eousness? He who has the fullest con-
ceptions of the infinite sacrifice of ("0,
Christ for the sins of the world, and by \ ,
faith seizes and appropriates the right-
eousness of Christ as his righteousness,
can see the holiness, beauty, and glory
in the law of God, and exclaim with
David, "0 how I love thy law! it is my
meditation all the day." Psalm 119:97

God's law reaches to the internal as
well as to the external actions ofmen. It
is a discerner of the thoughts arld in-
tents and purposes of the soul. A man
may be guilty of sins which God alone
knows. God's law is indeed a searcher
of hearts. There are dark passions of
jealousy and revenge and hatred and
malignity, lust, and wild ambition that
are covered up from human observa-
tion, and the great 1 AM knows it all.
Sins have been contemplated and yet
not carried out for want of opportunity.
God's law makes a record of all these.
These hidden-away, secret sins form
character.
The law of God condemns not ouly

what we have done but also what we
have not done. We will, in the day of ()
fmal accounts, find a register of the sins' .'"
of omission as well as the sins of com-
mission. God will bring everywork into
judgment, with every secret thing. It is
not enough that by your own measure-
ment of character you prove you have
done no positive wrong. The fact that
one has done no positive good will be
enough to condemn him as a wicked
and slothful servant.

By the deeds of the law shall no
flesh be justified. There is no power in
law to save the transgressor of law. If
man, after his transgression, could have
been saved by his utmost energy to
keep the law, then Jesus need not have
died. Man could have stood on his own
merits and said, "1 am siuless." Godwill
never bring down the law to man's
standard, and man can never lift him-
self up to answer to its claims of pcrfec-
tion. But Christ COmes to our world and
pays the sinner's debt, suffers the
penalty for transgression of the law,
and satisfies justice"and now the sinner
may claim the righteousness of Christ. 'J
"Where sin abounded, grace did much
mOre abound." Romans 5:20
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Jesus understands the pressure that is
brought to bear against those who are
loyal and true to Him, for He has felt
the same in the highest degree

But grace does not come in to ex-
cuse the sinner in the continuance ofsin.

.>.,God's grace does not detract from the
If' b . h",iaw, ut establis es the law as change-

less in its character. Here "mercy and
truth are met together; righteousness
and peace have kissed each other."
Psalm 85:10. God looks upon His Son
dying upon the cross and is satisfied,
and Jesus is called "the Lord OurRight-
eousness." Then let the sinner by faith
appropriate the merits of the blood of a
crucified Redeemer to his own case-
"the Lordmy righteousness."
The Lord is not pleased to have

man trusting in his own ability or good
deeds or in a legal religion, but in God,
th e living God. The present message
that God has made it the duty of His
servants to give to the people is no new
or novel thing. It is an old truth that has
been lost sight of, just as Satan made his
masterly efforts that it should be. The
Lord has a work for every one of His
loyal people to do to bring the faith of
Jesus into the right place where it
belongs-in the third angel's message.
The lawhas its important position but is
i'owerless unless the righteousness of
thrist is placed beside the law to give
its glory to the whole royal standard of
righteousness. "Wherefore the law is
holy, and the commandment holy, and
just, and good." (Romans 7:12)
A thorough and complete trust in

Jesus will give the right quality to re-
ligious experience. Aside from this the
experience is nothing. The service is
like the offering ofCain- Christless....
Bible religion is not made up of the-

ological systems, creeds, theories, and
tradition, for then it would not remain a
mystery. Theworldlywould understand
it through" their own natural abilities.
But religion, Bible religion, has a prac-
tical, saving energy, elements proceed-
ingwholly fromGod- a personal expe-
rience ofGod'S power transforming the
entire man.
Many are ignorant of the decep-

tion which palms off falsehood for
truth. They entertain ideas that men
may be saved by their own merit. A
false religion has come in among us, a

(i legal religion. We will not keep silent.
church must be roused. We will

secure halls in the cities and put out

handbills and the people shall be
eulightened. God has sent a message
of warning. We must soon wrestle with
the powers of the land, and we have
every reason to fear that falsehood will
gain the mastery. We shall call upon
our churches in the name of the Lord
to view this struggle in its true light. It
is a contest between the Christianity of
the Old and New Testaments and the

Christianity of human tradition and
corrupt fables.
This contest is to decide whether

the pure gospel shall have the field in
our nation, or whether the popery of
past ages shaii receive the right hand of
fellowship from Protestantism, and this
power prevail to restrict religious lib-
erty. The struggle is right upon us. We
are years behind, and yet men in re-
sponsible positions will in their blind-
ness keep the key of knowledge, refus-
ing to enter themselves and hindering
those who would enter. The message
must go broadcast, that those who have
been imperceptibly tampering with
popery, not knowing what they were
doing, may hear. They are fraternizing
with popery by compromises and by
concessions which surprise the adher-
ents of the Papacy. But let us hope it is
not yet too late to do a work that our
people ought to have done years before
this. God has children, many of them, in
the Protestant churches, and a large
number in the Catholic Churches, who
are more true to obey the light to the
very best of their knowledge than a
large number among Sabbathkeeping
Adventists who do not walk in the light.
The Lordwill have the message of truth
proclaimed, that Protestants may be
warned and awakened to the true state

of things and consider the worth of the
privileges of religious freedom which
they have long enjoyed.
This land has been the home of the

oppressed, the witness for liberty of
conscience, and the great center of
scriptural light. God has sent messen-
gers who have studied their Bibles to
find what is truth, and studied the
movements of those who are acting

their part in fulfilling prophecy in
bringing about the religious amend-
ment which is making void the law of
God and thus giving ascendancy to the
man ofsin. And shall no voice be raised
of direct warning to arouse the
churches to their dangers? Shall we let
things drift, and let Satan have the vic-
tory without a protest? God forbid.
The Lord Jesus understands the

pressure that is brought to bear against
those who are loyal and true to Him, for
He has felt the same in the highest de-
gree. Those who witnessed a good con-
fession in behalf of truth in the Refor-
mation counted not their lives dear
unto themselves, that truth might be
vindicated. God and angels are looking
on as witnesses from their holy dwelling
place, and marking the earnestness and
zeal of the defenders of the truth in this
age. What do they defend? The faith
once delivered to the saints. Then let
the message go to all nations, tongues,
and people.
Stand out of the way, brethren. Do

not interpose yourselves between God
and His work. Ifyou have no burden of
the message yourselves, then prepare
the way for those who have the burden
of the message, for there are many souls
to come out of the ranks of the

Continued on 22
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"the 'established views of the 'ch'urllh'
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publishing'and teaching of "docfrmaJ
vie'Ys:noi:hel4 by'li fair'majority of qii\;

by the leaafug
,";,.- I

In Europe' a! 'time, EllenWhite
was conceine:d.:'Tne 1886 conference
had, be6n in "the rught
son," Writing 'to Elder Butle.r she said;
"1was ShowJi:the'attitude 6fsome o£the
,miniSters, 'yoiIts<:J!ffipartlCular, 'at that
meeting," and IIp;,\t 'say With
: brother,'it,was a'iiirrible"i::0riIerente:"';',;
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": ,;,"

"J' '

llotthat you should make them

"weaponS to use ,against the' brethren mentioned,

., " ,but that the very same cautions and

, 'carefulness 1:>e,exercised!JY you

is" "
found here ,in EUrope,. For years Elger '

work tiaCkfrom ao- ,
beca)lse he feiu"edto ,entrust it

, to others lest they woUld not: ""!'Y o)lt
, his Precise plans.He wouldnever allow
,'.lnythmgto cpme into exiStencethat did
, not with him. Elder Lough-

I, ", , , .,

borough also 'held everything in his ma state of affairs that they had never
grasp while he was, in 'California and dreamed of. The result wbuld be harm,
, England, aIfd ,as a result the work is and only harm. ' I,

'years behind in England: ,Elder Wilcox '" It is U!1gerstaJ;Ldably ,tha,tY'aggoher
, and Thayer have the same spirit never went'td press With hiS review of
ofhaVing everything go in the e?"lct way Butler's, 'reCe'Ved
,in which they shall dictate, and no one' , this Unforillriately, 'Elders'Butler
'.is,being trained IDsuch a way as to' ,Jmd,snlitli,'::',who had receivenacopy of

, " kjlow 'Ii"'" 'to get hold of the work fdr " theletterEdJones'andWaggoner - fol-
himSelf.A ,', / Ii thefllth of-',,:'Ari1 5'1;\ was April;Mrs·.Winte c6rnpelled to

'II that'Sister Whitdollowed events in far- ,write to the leadmg d,
Ii'attle pursiiedh<!r ,,', ': ofleHers wtten '

biJsyitiUeraryin,Euidpe. ", :;':" " ,:<,to I!Xythren WaggonerandJ,,!nes to
" . '1' Three monihs after tIiel,886ct;Dfei:,,' : IDttoduc- ,
" enee syssio1,l, on Febr11afY 10,1887, El- 'i"\gandkeepmgm the front andmaking
, Jet W'lggoner prepared a 71-page reply, p'i'omin,mt'"s'ubjects on which there
to Elder s book. Entitled' the [are] differences ofopinions. I sent thiS,
Gospel in D'eBook o{Galatians:A Re- not that you should'make them weap-'
view, the pamphlet remained nnpub- ons 'to ,llSe against the ,brethren men-
" lished for nearly ,two years. Why,the de- tiOlled, but that the very same ,cautions
'lay? :Most likely becahse of a'FebrUary and carefulness be exercisedbyyou.... '

by, Mrs, White. This "I was pained when 1 saw your ar- ";
:retterOargely reprinted k COlUlsdsto tide in the Review, and for the last
, Write," 'a,id Editors, 75-82, anihecently );ialf-hour I have mading the ref-';'
"made iD. its entirety .in, The erences preceding you,r pamphlet:', J:, ,
:Ellell'(;;·,Wl,ite 1888 Materiais, 21-31) Now"mybrother, you 'have '
. ¥dWaggonerfor pUb- " ,said many' of them are all right. The
'Iicizing differenCes of belief. " ,principles that ,you refer to are right,
,,:':Itis no small thing far you to coine "1'uthow,this can harmonize with your

, ,oufin the Signs as you have done, and pointell remarks ,to 'Dr:,Waggoner, I
",'090 ha{:plainly : cannot see. I think yoh are too sharp.
. shquldno\be done. Vie '!'lust, ,And the'." wnen this is by a

, I , "

, :t', ;:,:
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West Coast?"

established leaders or the mavericks from the

For too many the question became, not "What

is truth?" but "Whom do you support, the

began, he dictated a 39-page letter to
Ellen White. In this letter-which she
spoke of as "a most curious production()',
of accusations and charges against" }}
me" - he expressed his concern that
she had failed to support him in his dis-
pute with Waggoner. It was the stress
brought on by her C\lUrSe which had
largely contributed to his fIve-month-
long illness.
Four days into the institute Sister

White wrote him, commenting.;lon
events of the past as well as giving news
of the meetings:
"The spirit which has prevailed at

this meeting is not ofChrist. There is not
love, there is not sympathy or tender
compassion one toward another. Dark
suspicions have been suggested by
Satan to cause dissension. There must
be no strife between brethren. God has
made this people the repository of
sacred truths. Ye are one in faith, one in
Christ Jesus. Let there be no lording it
over God's heritage. Let there be no
such oppression of conscience as is re-
vealed in these meetings....
"I wrote [previously] in the anguish

of my soul in regard to the course your'S,)
pursued in the General Conference two
years since. The Lord was not pleased
with that meeting. Your spirit, my
brother, was not right. The manner in
which you treated the case of Dr. Wag-
goner was perhaps after your own or-
der, but not after God's order. ...
"You refer to your oflice as presi-

dent of the General Conference, as if
this justified your course of action,
which you deemed wholly right, but
which, from the light the Lord has been
pleased to give me, I deem to be wrong
in some respects. The very fact that you
are standing in a position of responsi-
bility I urge upon you as the reason why
you should show a forbearing, cour-
teous, Christlike spirit at all times....
Your brethren in the ministry who re-
spect you and your office, will be very
apt to follow your example in the treat-
ment of such cases....
"You call Brethren Jones and

Waggoner fledglings, and you make
reference to the words I spoke at the
conference in California. I am
prised, my brother, to read such thmgs·
from your pen."S

lier interpreters on this matter, Jones
remarked, "Elder Smith has told you
that he does not know anything about
this matter. I do; and I don't want you
to blame me for what he does not
know." Sister White at once repri-
manded him for his rash statement, but
its effect remained, confIrming many in
their prejudice.6
Issues were too easily lost sight of.

Too little personal study and prayer,
too much blind loyalty among the work-
ers of the cause led Ellen White to re-
mark later that ''when Elder Butler was
president of the General Conference
ministers placed Elder Butler and
Elder Smith and some others where
God alone should be. The brethren
made grave mistakes, and the Lord sent
messages of truth to correct their er-
rors, and to lead them into safe paths.
But in spite of the reproofs that have
been given to the people, they stillmake
men their trust, and exalt and glorify
the human agent, and this grave error is
repeated again and again." Somehow
the workers had not been taught to
think for themselves?
Sickness detained Elder Butler in

Battle Creek. Though his mind and
heart were in Mirmeapolis, he missed
both the institute and the General Con-
ference session. Before the meetings

bate than a Christian forum, and as a
result the conference was polarized.
For too many, the question became, not
"What is truth?" but ''Whom do you
support, the established leaders or the
mavericks from theWest Coast?"
In the midst of this turmoil, Jones

made a mistake which was to cost him
dearly. When Elder Smith admitted
that he had not originated his list of the
kingdoms, but had simply followed ear-

pamphlet published of your own views,
be assured I cannot feel that you are
just right at this point to do this unless
you give the same liberty to Dr. Wag-
goner.
"Had you avoided the question,

which you state has been done, it would
have been more in accordance with the
light God has seen fit to give me....
"I want to see no pharisaism

among us. The matter now has been

brought so fully before the people by
yourself as well as Dr. Waggoner, that
it must be met fairly and squarely in
open discussion....
You circulated your pamphlet; now

it is only fair that Dr. Waggoner should
have just as fair a chance as you have
had. I think the whole thing is not in
God's order. But brethren, we must
have no unfairness.,,5
In spite of the interest displayed by

many in the law in Galatians, Sister
White did not consider it a vital subject.
Unfortunately, the controversy had
been raised, and it would mean the loss
of souls. But now that it had been
brought before the people the issue
must be met. To allow the confusion of
opposing views would only mean the
loss of more souls. The die was cast-
Minneapolis loomed on the horizon.
A seven-day ministerial institute,

beginning October 10, 1888, preceded
the conference session. During these
meetings Elder Jones presented his
reasons for preferring the Alemanni
over the Huns. He had made a thor-
ough study of the matter, and none
could controvert his evidence. Never-
theless many chose to revert to the fa-
miliar list given in Elder Smith's
T71011ghts Oil Dalliel alld the Revelatioll.
The discussion became more of a de-
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f showing this spirit of combat-
a our . I' I d. God has gIven me Iglt, anIveness . ., .

h ve acknowledged It 1ll tImesyou a
,,10

past. 'b'I' , f thThe normal responsI I ltIes 0 e

f C e were not completely lostcon eren. f .n all this. A great deal ofregu-
SIght 0 I d d . I d'

b 'ess was atten e to, mc u mglar USln
h I t 'on of new officers, Elder But-teeecI ." fI 'ed hIS pOSItIOn On account 0
restgn While Ellen White sym-

SIckness, . d' hi at
th' d with her old fnen ill s -pa Ize ami!

fl.. she confided to a f y mem-
IctlOn, d be . ffi
hat h e had alrea y en m 0 Ice

ber t h
h rs tOO long and ad come to
tree yea "f 'bl 11think of hiJIlself as VIrtually ill alII e.

November 4 the conference

I °dn I a letter written that day, Sis-
c ose ' n . d h .
Whi't charactenze t e expenenceter e 'h
h h dest and most mcompre en-as '£t e aT

'bl t of war we have ever had
5' e ug I "St'll h bas a peop e. 1, S e e-
among us . u1d " It .. d h t the meetIng wo resu illheve t a 17
great good." - ,

f the most frustratIng featuresOne 0 .
of the 1888 conference IS that no clear

d was kept of what Elder Wag-recor . hd hented. That It touc e on t egoner pres I' .
d the gospel - in Ga atIanS ISlaw-an , . d

b . It was this Issue that createo

how it has changed now, and Sister
White is different. ...

"I speak decidedly because I want
you to realize where you are standing. I
want our young men to take a position,
not because Someone else takes it, but
because they understand the truth for
themselves.
"Elder Kilgore, I was grieved more

than I can express to you when I heard
you make that remark, because I have
lost confidence in you. Now, we want
to get right at what God says. , .. Let
us go to the Lord for the truth instead

h t ani=osity to his message, His
t e grean ts became so preoccupied
O?l:°r;:'iS point that they missed what
WlElt t White saw- the matchless
len fChrih 0' st,

c armSat thrilled her heart at Minnea-
-:(ll-e law in Galatians? No, cer-
ouNot until 1896 was she to be

tamly "tll-at Galatians 3:24 referred
tty to the moral law, Before

especI"" 'W'QuId say, "As to the law in
no burden and never

have hil ' Continued on 23

G d dOd t . COW'e across theo I no raIse me up to

plains to speak to you and you sit here to

question His message and question whether

Sister White is the same as she used to be

my brethren, that it is not right to fas-
ten ourselves upon the ideas of any
one man....
"I tell you in the fear ofGod, 'Cease

ye from man, whose breath is in his nos-
trils.' [Isaiah 2:22] How can you listen to
all that I have been telling you all
through these meetings and not know
for yourself what is truth? .. ,
"Let us come to God as reasonable

beings to know for ourselves what is
truth, But if you want to take a position
that only one man can explain the truth,
I want to tell you that this is not as God
would have it. Now, I want harmony.
The truth is a unit. But if we fasten to
any man we are not taking the position
that God would have us take, ...
"If the ministers will not receive the

light, I want to give the people a
chance; perhaps they may receive it.
God did not raise me up to come aCross
the plains to speak to you and you sit
here to question His message and ques-
tion whether SisterWhite is the same as
she used to be in years gone by, I have
in many things gone way back and given
you that which was given me in years
past, because"then you acknowledged
that Sister White was right. But some-

Monday, October 15, E. J, Wag-
oner introduced the subject of the
raw in Galatians. It was expected that

matter would be handled as a de-
bate Elder J. H. Morrison having
been'selected to defend the traditional
position. Waggoner, however, had
other plans, and refused to sign the
formal statement of resolve which had
been prepared for him. He preferred
to have a Bible study.
Ellen White listened with interest,

for she had never before heard the
views of Dr. Waggoner. She remarked
several times during the conference

she differed with him on some
but said, "I believe him to be

p,,,,,,nly honest in his views, and I
would, re:spect his feelings and treat him
as a Christian gentleman, .. ,I see the
beauty of truth in the presentation of
the righteousness of Christ in relation

law as the doctor has placed it
before us.,,9
Elder Butler, ofcourse, was kept in-

IOIm"u of developments. Unable to ad-
vocate his views in person, he sent tele-
grams to Elders Morrison and Kilgore
urging them to "stand by the old land-

'" marks." Alarmed by the turn events
:" were taking in the meetings, Elder KiI-'if gore-a member of the General Con-
'''ference committee and a strong Butlerl' supporter - stood to his feet and
moved that the discussion of "right-

-:r eOUSness by faith" be closed until Elder
i:', Butler was able to participate. Ellen
White had been seated On the platform
at the time. Rising to her feet she said,

is the Lord's work. Does He want
il), ;IIiswork to wait for Elder Butler? The
"Lord wants His work to go forward and

,\\-
wait for any man." There was no re-

:'p1y; the studies continued.
:., Inher morning talk to the delegates
',t1Je next day she spoke of the matter

"Had Brother Kilgore been
, king closely with God he never
"",uId have walked onto the ground as
",\te did yesterday and made the state-
<1i!"'nt he did in regard to the investiga-
,,??n is going on. That is, they must
"..ot bnng in any new light or present
,,<ljlynewargument ... because one man
is not here....

"I never was mOrc alarmed than at
the present time.... I want to tell you,



Minneapolis-The Mystery
FOR NEARLY a century the mys-

, tery of Minneapolis has been with
us as a people. Especially in the last 25
years have the clouds of confusion been
deepening. Though volumes have been
published on the subject, mutnally ex-
clusive opinions remain, and many are
concerned.
What is this seemingly mystical

message on which the future of our
beloved church hangs? It is the mes-
sage to the Laodicean church. "The
message given us byA. T. Jones and E.
J. Waggoner is the message of God to
the Laodicoan church, and woe be
unto anyone who professes to believe
the truth, and yet does not reflect to
others the God-given rays." Letter S
24, 1892

But more than that, it is also the
third angel's message. "Several have
written to me, inquiring if the message
of justification by faith is the third an-
gel's message, and I have answered, 'It
is the third angel's message in verity.'''
Review andHerald, April 1, 1890

Any well-grounded Seventh-day
Adventist would be familiar with these
topics. The third angel's message and
the Laodicean message became nota-
truths of this movement even before

the denomination came into existence.
EllenWhite made this important in-

spired statement about four years after
the Minneapolis meeting: "The time of
test is just upon us, for the loud cry of
the third angel has already begun in the
revelation of the righteousness of

Christ, the sin-pardoning Redeemer.
This is the beginning of the light of the
angel, whose glory shall fill the whole
earth." Review and Herald, November
22,1892, quoted inSeventh-dayAdvent-
istBible Commentary, vol. 7, 984
Third angel, Laodicea, loud cry-

this message certainly deserves our re-
spect. Even a cursory examination re-
veals the end-time aspect of this mes-
sage. This is lize end-time message,
present truth for the final days. But the
mere fact that this message came dec-
ades ago raises questions. "If the mes-
sage was accepted, why is the church
still in this world? What happened to
the loud cry that began years ago?" UI
In these quotations depicting the at- J

titudes of that era, God speaks to us:

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii Ron Spear
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He revealed
Himself as the
lamb slain from
the foundation of
the world

our sin-bearer that He might become
our sin-pardoning Saviour. He was
treated as we deserve to be treated.
He came to our world and took our
sins that we might take His righteous-
ness. And faith in the ability of Christ
to save us amply and fully and entirely
is the faith of Jesus." Selected Mes-
sages, book 3, 172
The 1888 message is the everlasting

gospel-victory over every sin through
Christ. This gospel was given to Adam
and Eve the day they sinned. Jesus
came to seek out the sinful pair and to
show them the consequences of their
actions. He held them to His breast as
they cried for mercy. Tears streamed
down His face as He explained their
great loss. As angels with flaming
swords stood by, He revealed the only
means Heaven could devise to restore
them to their garden home. The Crea-
tor explained the mystery of godliness
and promised to be their Re-creator
and Redeemer. With great ccmpassion
He revealed Himself to them as the
Lamb slain from the fonndation of the
world. He speaks to us today as He
spoke to them. "If you are willing to be
made willing to give your will to Me, I
will give you My faith. With My faith
you can again be trusted. With My
righteousness, I shall restore you in

godlikeness, and you can again love as I
created you to love."
This is what happened at Pentecost.

With Jesus' faith theywere clothedwith
Jesus' righteousness; they were living
Jesus' life by the power of the Holy
Spirit and they had Jesus' love which
gave them the ability to respond to
every life situation as He would. When
they were beaten, persecuted, and

ing. But what about the intervening
years? What about the present? Have
we ever, in all those years, opened our
hearts to the message? Or has the
Lord arbitrarily refused to bestow His
blessings? Are we any better than our
fathers? Let's look again at that meso
sage from the Lord.
I! is the third angel's message in

verity according to God's last-day
messenger.

"Christ and His righteousness -let
this be our platform, the very life of
our faith. Review and Herald, August
31,1905

"Several have written. to me, inquir-
ing if the message of justification by
faith is the third angel's message, and I
have answered, 'It is the third angel's
message in verity.' Review and Herald,
April 1, 1890."Evangelism, 190

"The theme of greatest importance
is the third angel's message, embracing
the messages of the fIrst and second an-
gels. All should understand the truths
contained in these messages and de-
monstrate them in daily life, for this is
essential to salvation. We shall have to
study earnestly, prayerfully, in order to
understand these grand truths; and our
power to learn and ccmprehendwill be
taxed to the utmost. Letter 97, 1902:'
Ibid., 196
We can see then that justification is

the very theme of these messages, that
also they are essential to salvation, that
they must be demonstrated in our daily
life, and that the faith of Jesus is the
missing element which has not been
given with the law. This is the reason
the 1888 message has never gone with
power to the world. See Selected Mes-.
sages, book 3, 168, 172, 184.
"The third angel's message is the

proclamation of the co=andments of
God and the faith of Jesus Christ. The
COI11IIlandments of God have been pro-
claimed, but the faith of Jesus Christ
has not been proclaimed by Seventh-
day Adventists as of equal importance,
the law and the gospel going hand in
hand. I cannot frod language to express
this s ubjeet in its fullness.

" 'The faith of Jesus.' It is talked of,
but not understood. What constitutes
the faith of Jesus, that belongs to the
third angel's message? Jesus becoming

•Inwe ever,
.dlOse years,

'<?pened our
·earts to the
essage?

...."Since the time of the Minneapolis
jneeting, I have seen the state of the
!Laodieean church as never before. I

heard the rebuke of God spoken
to those who feel so well satisfied, who
'liJ,ow not their spiritual destitution....
·:'J"'hose who realize their need of repent-
. ;""ce toward God, ... will confess their

refusing the light that Heaven has
sent them, and they will

·•orsake the.sin that grieved and insulted

Spirit of the Lord."Review andHer-
August 26, 1890

Spirit of God is departing
;. :.. among His people. Many
':!'f\ve entered into dark, secret paths,
·dsome will never return. They will
0ntinue to stumble to their ruin. They
ve tempted God, they have rejected

· ..t. ... They have not ouly refused to
the message, but they have also
the light. These men are parties

the ruin of souls. They have inter·
d themselves between the Heaven·
light and the people.
"I would speak in warning to those
.ohave stood for years resisting light

the spirit of opposition.
wlong will you hate and despise
!,messengers of God's righteous·
... I have no smooth message to
to those who have been so long as
: guideposts, pointing the wrong
.,If you reject Christ's delegated
engers, you reject Christ. ... I en-
you now to humble yourselves,
,case your stubborn resistance of

p,t'<lnd :evjdence/' Testimonies to
'jisters, 90-91 96-98
That there resistance to this
age when it fIrst came is an im-
tant truth of history, one from
We should learn and take warn-



obedience
made manifest in

killed, they could respond as did Jesus:
"God forgive them,.for they know not
what they do."

Jesus has desperately tried to bring
leaders, pastors, and laity into this rela-
tionship so that He could send the sec-
ond Pentecost in the latter rain and then
the loud cry. He has tried since 1844 to
this day, but like the Jews we have stub-
boruly resisted the experience of right-
eousness and victory over every sin.

Weare too prone to go to either one
extreme or the other, for human nature
resents dependence and resists obe-
dience. A century ago an over-emphasis
on the law made us "dryas the hills of
Gilboa." Today, many seem enchanted
with a species of grace which excuses
sin. But we find that themessage of1888
"presented justification through faith in
the Snrety; it invited the people to re-
ceive the righteousness of Christ, which
is made manifest in obedience to all the
commandments of God." Testimonies
to Ministers, 91-92
It is faith we need, but a faith that

yields complete obedience, for the
character of Christ must be perfectly
reproduced in each of God's saints,
144,000 strong, before the end will
come. "Christ is waiting with longing
desire for the manifestation of Himself
in His church. When the character of
Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in
His peoplc, then He will come to claim
them as His own." Christ's Object Les-
SOIlS, 69
Perfection and holiness are the

standard of redemption. "Be ye there-
fore perfect, even as your Father which
is in heaven is perfect." (Matthew 5:48)
"Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I
amholy." 1 Peter 1:16

What will we do with it now? Receive it,
friends, it is the power ofGod unto sal-
vation, the everlasting gospel. It is the
matchless charms of Christ, a living ac-
tive principle to transform the life:

None of us need
fail if we will
seek after right-
eousness with all
our hearts

presence of Jesus in our lives by His
power. See 2 Corinthians 7:10; Selected
Messages, book 1, 366, 368 (1:-

This great experience is available to .... JI
all who listen to God. "The ideal of
Christian character is Christlikeness.
As the Son of man was perfect in His
life, so His followers are to be perfect in
their life. Jesus was in all things made
like unto His brethren. He became
flesh, even as we are. He was hungry
and thirsty and weary. He was sus-
tained by food and refreshed by sleep.
He shared the lot of man; yet He was
the blameless Son of God. He was God
in the flesh. His character is to be ours.
The Lord says of those who believe in
Him, 'I will dwell in them, and walk in
them; and I will be their God, and they
shall be my people.' 2 Corinthians
6:16." The Desire ofAges, 311
"Through faith, every deficiency of

character may be supplied, every de-
filement cleansed, every fault cor-
rected, every excelleuce developed."
Acts oftheApostles, 564

None of us need fail ifwe will seek
after righteousness with all our hearts
and souls. "And ye shall seek me, and
fmd me, when ye shall search for me ",.
with all your heart." Jeremiah 29:13
The message of 1888.is coming be-

fore God's remnant church once again.

God's prophet says: "None need
fail of attaining, in his sphere, to perfec-
tion of Christian character. By the sac-
rifice of Christ, provision has been
made for the believer to receive all
things that pertain to life and godliness.
God calls upon us to reach the standard
of perfection and places before us the
example of Christ's character." Acts of
theApostles, 531
"'To him that overcometh will I

grant to sit with me in my throne, even
as I also overcame, and am set down
with my Father in his throne.' [Revela-
tion 3:21] We can overcome. Yes; fully,
entirely. Jesus died to make a way of
escape for us, that we might overcome
every evil temper, every sin, every
temptation, and sit down at last with
Him." Testimonies, vol. 1, 144

"Not one of uswill ever receive the
seal of God while our characters have
one spot or stain upon them. It is left
with us to remedy the defects in onr
characters, to cleanse the soul temple
of every defIlement. Then the latter
rain will fall upon us as the early rain
fell upon the disciples on the day of
Pentecost. ...

"It is now that we must keep onr-
selves and our children unspotted
from the world. It is now that we must
wash our robes of character and make
them white in the blood of the Lamb.
It is now that we must overcome pride,
passion, and spiritual slothfulness. It is
now that we must awake and make de-
termined effort for symmetry of char-
acter. ...
"The seal of God will neVer be

placed upon the forehead of an impure
man or woman. It will never be placed
upon the forehead of the ambitious,
world-loving man Or woman. It will
never be placed upon the forehead of
men or women of false tongues Or de-
ceitful hearts. All who receive the seal
must be without spot before God-
candidates for heaven." Testimonies,
vol. 5, 214-216
Justification and sanctification are

accessible to all, even the thief on the
cross. When we are so sorry for sinning
that we honestly want to quit, Jesusjus-
tifies us as the Holy Spirit takes charge
of our wills. Because we are willing, He
keeps us from sin. We then practice the

•IS

righteous-
of Christness

The
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Though the Minneapolis conference
roduced more than its share of confu-

onepoint was dear. The loud cry of
i Ow third angel had begun. A centIlry la-
ter, we are confronted with the obviolls
questioll, }Vhat happened? Some
say that tile issue is only made so deCI-
sive by the imaginations of those who
look back at the event with impeljeet vi-
sion and an exaggerated understanding
ofthe cirOll71stances.

History disagrees. Addressing the del-
egates of the 1893 Gmeral Conference,
A.T. Jones spoke frankly of the cost of
Minneapolis. - EDITORS

Nowwe have a few minutes to talk
upon how we got into this posi-

tion, how these dangers came upon us.
You remember the other evening

when I was reading that second chapter
of Joel, that one of the brethren, when
I had read that twenty-third verse,
Brother Corliss called attention to the
margin. Do you remember that? And I
said we would have use for the margin
ilt another time. Now all ofyou turn and
read that margin. The twenty-third
verse says: "Be glad then, ye children of
Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God:
. for he hath given you the fanner rain
moderately." What is the margin? "A
teacher of righteousness." He hath giv-
en you "a teacher of righteousness,"
How? "According to righteousness."
"And he will cause to come down for
you the rain"; then what will that be?
When He gave the former rain what
Was it? "A teacher of
, A.nd.WhenHe gives that latter rain what
. wililt be? "A teacher of righteousness."
Row? "A d' ..', T '. CCor to rIghteousness."thhen 15 not that Just what the testimonyt· as told us in that article that has been

'i. read to you I .severa times? "The loud

k,',

cry of the third angel," the latter rain,
has already begun, "in the message of
the righteousness of Christ." Is not that
what Joel told us long ago? Has not our
eye been held that we clid not see? Did
not we need the anointing? Brethren,
what in the world do we need so much
as that? How glad we ought to be that
God sends His own Spirit in the proph-
ets to showus whenwe donot see! How
infinitely glad we ought to be for that!

Well, then, the latter rain - the loud
cry- according to the testimony, and
according to the scripture, is "the
teaching of righteousness," and "ac-
cording to righteousness," too. Now
brethren, when did that message of the
righteollsness of Christ begin v"ith us as
a people? [One or two in the audience:
"Three or four years ago."] Which was
it, three? or four? [Congregation:
"FOUL"] Yes, four. 'Where was it? [Con-
gregation: "Minneapolis."] What then
did the brethren reject at Minneapolis?
[Some in the congregation: "The loud
cry."] What is that message of right-
eousness? The testimony has told us
what it is; the loud cry-the latter rain.
then what did the brethren in that fear-
ful position in which they stood, reject
at Minneapolis? They rejected the lat-
ter rain-the loud cry of the third an-
gel's message.

Brethren, isn't it too bad? Of course
the brethren did not know they were
doing this, but the Spirit of the Lord
was there to teU them they were doing
it, was it not? But when they were re-
jecting the loud cry, "a teacher of right-
eousness/' and then the Spirit of the
Lord, by His prophet, stood there and
told them what they were doing - what
then? Oh, then they simply set this
prophet aside with all the rest. That was
the next thing. Brethren, it is time to

think of these things. It is time to think
soberly, to think carefully.
On page 8 of "Danger in Adopting

Worldly POlicy in the Work of God," I
read the following: "As man's Inter-
cessor and Advocate, Jesus will lead
aU who are willing to be led savina, 0'

'Follow !vIe upward, step by step,
where the clear light of the Sun ofRight-
eousnesS shines.' But not all are follow-
ing the light. Some are moving away
from the safe path, which at every step
is a path of humility. God has com-
mitted to His servants a message for
this time; but this message does not in
every particular coincide with the
ideas of all the leading men, and Some
criticize the message and the messen-
gers. They dare even reject the words of
reproof sellt to them from God through
His Holy Spirit."

You know who it was. I do not mean
for you to look to somebody else. You
know whether you yO,urself were at it,
or not. And, brethren, the time has
come to take up tonight what we there
rejected. Not a soul of us has ever been
able to dream yet the wonderful bless-
ing that God had for us at Minneapolis,
and which We would have been enjoy-
ing these foUr years, if hearts had been
ready to receive the message which
God sent. We would have been four
years ahead, we would have been in the
midst of the wonders of the loud cry it-
self, tonigbt. Well, brethren, you know.
Each one for himself-we are not to
begin to examine one another, let us ex-
amine ourselves. Each one for himself
knows part he had in that thing;
and the tune has come to root up the
whole business. Brethren, the time has
come to root up the whole thing.

1893 General Conference BIllietin, 183
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To the Delegates
March 5, 1891, 125 official delegates to the twellty-Ilillth sessioll of the Gelleral COIl-

ferellce assembled ill Battle Creek, Michigall. Two alld ahalfyears had lapsed sillce the
Milllleapolis collferellce,'but its effects had1l0t ceased. DUling the course ofthe meetings,
Ellen If'hite read to the delegates the followillgmalluscript which she hadpreparedsome
time earlierfor just this opportullity.

GOD'S SERVANTS are to impress
upon all the importance of fmding

out for themselves what is truth, watch-
ing and praying for a clear under-
standing of the Word. Tell them to go
to the Master again and again. H'ad the
co=on people of the Jewish nation
been allowed to receive His message,

His precious lessons of instruction, had
they known He was the Prince of life,
they would not have rejected Jesus, the
Light of the world, their King and their
Redeemer. But the priests and rUlers
led them astray. Let those whom God
has imbued with reason search the
Scriptures for themselves, obtaining an

experience and knowledge for them-
selves. Let them search with humble
and subdued hearts, seeking earnestly
for the precious ore. There is altogeth-
er too much at stake for men to accept
the opinions of their fellowmen, failing
to make diligent search for themselves
as did the noble Bereans. .

Walk in the light while ye have the
light, lest darkness Come upon you.
There is no safety in standing as criti-
cizers, closing the door of the heart to
the light which the Lord has in loving-
kindness qualified His servants to
speak. It is a serious matter to stand as
did Korah, Dathan, andAbirarn, to be-
come so self-deceived as to call dark-
ness light and light darkness, to regard
the truths of the third angel's message
as error, and to accept error as truth.
God, who gave His only begotten Son
to save souls from ruin by dying in the
place of the transgressor, demands His
followers to do a different work, in this
time of peril, than to counterwork the
manifestations of His spirit in those
who are seeking do to Hiswill The only
security against failure is the fulfillment
of the high duty of representing Christ.
This is our only security against doing
infinite harm to souls. Absolute conse-
cration, the entire surrender of the en-
tire being to the work of the Spirit of
God- this only is acceptable to God. A
piety so thorough will make itself felt.
God requires all who profess to be His
followers to be on their guard. We are a
spectacle to the world, to angels, and to
men. We are to receive light from the
Source of all light, and let it shine upon
others, lest it go out.
There are men of experience and

ability among us, who should frod their
place in the work as the Lord shall per-
mit. Make room for these men, breth-
ren, give them a place. Michigan and
many other states are almost destitute 'J)
of laborers; for but little encourage-
ment has been given to men who if en-
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couraged would do a good work. Give
them your confidence. All are but hu-
man, and if imperfections are seen in

'()Your laborers, do not lead them, by
". your words and actions to lose all confi-
dence in themselves, to think that they
can do nothing. Lay hold of every jot of
ability that God places within your
reach. Cultivate the talents entrusted to
human beings. Do not turn away from

Lay hold of every

jot of ability that the

Lord places within

your reach

those who err in judgment. Remember
that you have faults which you do not
see. Seek to correct their mistakes. En-
courage them to overcome as you

"....."would desire to be encouraged were
Uyou in their place. Pray with them and

for them.
There is a great work to be done.

We need all the talent that Brother
Smith has gained in his experience.
God calls upon him to come into the
Mount, that he may hear His voice and
behold His glory, that he may reflect
this glory upon those with whom he is
associated. He needs to work with an
eye single to the glory of God. He needs
to drink deep of the spirit and power of
present truth. He has a logical mind,
and he can see through the cheap, fee-
ble propositions that are too often
made and seconded as right.
Elder Littlejohn is needed. His tal-

ent of intellect is ofvalue, and his breth-
ren can help him by showing that they
appreciate his ability. It requires much
labor and taxing thought to put to the
tax the highest mental and moral abili-
ties with which nature, study, and the
Word of God have endowed him. His
success will be proportionate to his de-

C \ votion and consecration rather than to
'V his natural and acquired ability. Elder

Littlejohn should have a place in your

councils. TheLord has given him talents
to use to His glory. If sanctified, his
clear, strong judgment will be a great
help inyour deliberations. Ifhewill con-
nect with God, God can use him. "..
The Lord has men prepared for the

times. One does his part, carrying the
people with him in reforms. The Lord
raises up another who answers the call
to duty "Here am I, send me."
TheLord tests and proves him, to see if
hewill deal justly, love mercy, and walk
humbly with God. But when a man be-
gius to regard his judgment as infallible,
God can no longer use him as a repre-
sentative ofwhat a manwho occupies a
responsible position should be. The in-
struction God gives is that His people
are ever to press forward and upward.
Many cease to advance any further than
their teachers carry them. This diffi-
culty has existed in every age of the
Christian world. God's servants find
their greatest success among a class
who are not wedded to their previous
teacher, who ask, Is this the way of the
Lord?
Thus thework goes on. God hasHis

men of opportunity, who are ready to
do His bidding, who give fresh impetus
to the work by bringing in food for
needy souls, who wait and pray and
watch and work. Be sure men are not
chosen to act on your councils who
have withstood the Spirit of God and
have opposed truth and righteousness.
In the fear and love of God I tell

those before whom I stand today that
there is increased light for us, and that
great blessings come with the recep-
tion of this light. And when I see my
brethren stirred with anger against
God's messages and messengers, I
think of similar scenes in the life of
Christ and the reformers. The recep-
tion given to God's servants in past
ages is the same as the reception that
those today receive through whom
God is sending precious rays of light.
The leaders of the people today
pursne the same course of action that
the Jews pursued. They criticize and
ply question Oiter question, and refuse
to admit evidence, treating the light
sent them in the very same way that
the Jews treated the light Christ
brought them.

In Christ's work there can be no
neutrality, no middle ground. He de-
clared, "He that is not with me is
against me; and he that gathereth not
with me scattereth abroad." [Matthew
12:30] Jesus saw and read like an open
book the motives which actuated those
before Him, whose consciences pro-
nounced them guilty. The great contro-
versy was waxing strong. Christ was not
warring against finite men, but against
principalities and powers, against spir-
itual wickedness in high places. He tells
His hearers that all manner of sin and
blasphemy may be forgiven if done in
ignorance. In their great blindness they
might speak words of insult and deri-
sion against the Son of man, and yet be
within the boundary of mercy. But
when the power and Spirit of God
rested upon His messengers, theywere
on holy ground. To ignore the Spirit of
God, to charge it with being the spirit of
the devil, placed them in a position
where God had no power to reach their
souls. No power in any of God's provi-
sions to correct the erring can reach
them.
Some in Battle Creek will surely

reach this point if they do not change
their course. Theywill place themselves
where none of God's ordained means
will be able to set them right. Their will
is not God's will, their persistency is not
the perseverance of the saints. To
speak against Christ, chargingHis work
to satanic agencies, and attributing the
manifestations of the Spirit to fanati-
cism, is not of itself a danming sin, but

They have resisted

the only Spirit that

could lead, enlighten,

and save them

the spirit that leads men to make these
assertions places them in a position of
stubborn resistance, where they cannot
see spiritual light. Some will never re-
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trace their steps, they will never humble
their hearts by acknowledging their
wrongs, but like the Jews will continu-
ally make assertions that mislead oth-
ers. They refuse to investigate evidence
candidly and frankly, but like Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram, set themselves
against the light.

The evil heart of unbelief will make
falsehood appear as truth and truth as
falsehood, and will adhere to this posi-
tion, whatever evidence may be pro-
duced. The terrible accusation against
Christ, if perseveringly persisted in,
places the guilty ones in a position
where rays oflight from Heaven cannot
reach them. They will continue to walk
in the light of the sparks of their own
kindling, until they will blaspheme the
most sacred influences that ever came
from Heaven. They enter upon a path
that leads to the darkness of midnight.
They think they are following sound
reason, but they are following another
leader. They have placed themselves
under the control of a power which in
their blindness they are wholly ignorant
of. They have resisted the only Spirit
that could lead them, enlighten them,
save them. They are following in the
path of guilt for which there can be no
forgiveness, in this life or in the life to

By making light of

the message given,

they make light of

the word of God

come. Not that any degree of guilt
would exhaust the mercy of God, but
because pride and persistent stubborn-
ness leads them to do despite to the
Spirit of God, to occupy a place where
nO manifestation of the Spirit can con-
vince them of their error. They will not
yield their stubborn wills.
In this our day men have placed

themselves where they are wholly un-
able to fullill the conditions of repent-

ance and confession; therefore they
cannot find mercy and pardon. The sin
of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit
does not lie in any sudden word Or
deed; it is the firm, determined resist-
ance of truth and evidence.

The Lord has been calling His peo-
ple. In a most marked manner He has
revealed His divine presence. But the
message and the messengers have not
been received but despised. I longed
that those who have greatly needed the
message of divine love would hear
Christ's knock at the door of the heart,
and let the heavenly Guest enter. But at
the hearts of some Jesus has knocked in
vain. In rejecting the message given at
Minneapolis, men committed sin. They
have committed far greater sin by re-
taining for years the same hatred
against God's messengers, by rejecting
the truth that the Holy Spirit has been
urging home. By making light of the
message given, they are making light of
the word of God. Every appeal re-
jected, every entreaty unheeded, fur-
thers the work of heart-hardening, and
places them in the seat of the scornful.

These rejectors of light cease to rec-
ognize light. Their souls are sur-
rounded by a malarious atmosphere,
and though some may not show open
hostility, those who have spiritUal dis-
cernment will realize the icy coldness
which surrounds their souIs....

From Olivet Christ looked uponJe-
rusalem, and with trembling lips and
grief-burdened soul He said, If thou
hadst known, even thou, in this thy day
the things that belong unto thy peace:
but nOw they are hid from thy eyes. He
thought of what Jerusalem might have
been had she maintained a living con-
nection with God, of what blessings
might have rested upon the people had
they improved their privileges and
blessings they enjoyed through the mer-
cy and grace of a long-suffering God.
Jerusalem wouId have become beauti-
fuI for situation, the joy of the whole
earth. God would have made Zion His
holy habitation.

Christ's heart had said, "How can I
give thee up?" He had dealt with Israel
as a loving, forgiving father wouId deal
with an ungrateful, wayward child.
With the eye of Omniscience He saw

that the city of Jerusalem had decided
her own destiny. For centuries there
had been a turning God.
Grace had been resisted, prtvileges' j

abused, opportUUfties slighted. The
people themselves had been loading
the cloud of veogeance which urunin-
gled with mercy was about to burst
Upon them. With choked, half-broken
utterance, Christ exclaimed, "If thou
hadst known, even thou, at least in this

The people

themselves had been

loading the cloud of

vengeance

thy day the things which belong unto
thy peace! but now they are hid from
thine eyes." [Luke 19:42] The irrevoca-
ble sentence was pronounced. .

In this time light from the throne of
God has been long resisted as an ob-
jectionable thing. It has been regarded
as darkness and spoken of as fanati-
cism, as something dangerous, to be
shunned. Thus men have become
gnideposts pointing in the wrong direc-
tion. They have followed the example
set by the Jewish people. They have
hugged their false theories and maxims
to their hearts until they have become
to them as precious fundamental doc-
trines. They have come to think that if
they let them go, the foundations of
their faith will be destroyed. If all those
who claim to believe present truth had
opened their hearts to receive the mes-
sage, and the spirit of truth, which is the
mercy and justice and love ofGod, they
would not have gathered about them
darkness so dense that they couId not
discern light. They would not have
called the operations of the Holy Spirit
fanaticism and error.

Manuscript 30, 1890, The Ellell G. ,..J/Wlzite 1888Materials, 906-916
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T HE BIBLE SAYS that "the just
shall live by faith." The righteous-

ness of God is "revealed from faith to
faith." (Romans 1:17) Nothing can bet-
ter illustrate the working of faith than
some of the examples that are recorded
for our learning, "that we through pa-
tience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope." (Romans 15:4) We
will take, fIrst, a notable event recorded
in the twentieth chapter of 2 Chroni-
cles. Let the reader follow the running
comment with his Bible.
"It came to pass after this also, that

the children ofMoab, and the children
of Ammon, and with them other be-
side the Ammonites, came against
Jehoshaphat, . .. saying, There com-
eth a great multitude against thee from
beyond the sea on this side Syria; and,obehold, they be in Hazazon-tamar,

. . which is Engedi." 1-2
This great host caused the king and

the people to fear, but they took the

wise course of gathering together, "to
ask help of the Lord: even out of all
the cities of Judah they came to seek
the Lord." (3-4) Then follows the
prayer of Jehoshaphat, as leader of the
congregation, and it is worth special
study, since it was a prayer of faith,
and contained within itself the begin-
ning of victory:
"And Jehoshaphat stood in the con-

gregation of Judah and Jerusalem, in
the house of the Lord, before the new
court, and said, 0 Lord God of our fa-
thers, art not thou God in heaven? and
rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of
the heathen? and in thine hand is there
not power and might, so that none is
able to withstand thee?" 5-{i
That was an excellent beginning of a

prayer. It starts with a recognition of
God in heaven. So the model prayer be-
gins, ((Our Father who art in heaven."
What does this signify? - That God, as
God in heaven, is Creator. It carries

with it the recognition of His power
over all the kingdoms of the world and
of the powers of darkness; the fact that
He is in heaven, the Creator, shows that
in His hand there is power and might,
so that none is able to withstand Him.
Why, the man who can begin his prayer
in the hour of needwith such a recogni-
tion ofGod's power, has victory already
on his side. For, notice, Jehoshaphat
not only declared his faith in God's
wondrous power, but he also claimed
God's strength as his own, saying, "Art
not thou OUT God?" He fulfilled the
scripture requirement: that com-
eth to God must believe that he is, and
that he is a rewarder of them that dil-
igently seek him." [Hebrews 11:6]
Jehoshaphat then proceeded to re-

count how the Lord had established
them in that land, and how, although
He had not suffered them to invade
Moab and Ammon, those nations had
come to cast them out of their God-
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We begin to pray, not with a mournful

statement of our weakness, but with a joyful

acknowledgment of God's mighty power

given inheritance. (7-11) And then he
concluded: "0 our God, wilt thou not
judge them? for we have no might
against this great company that cometh
against us; neither knowwe what to do;
but our eyes are upon thee." (12) It is
nothing with the Lord to help, whether
with many, or with them that have no
power (2 Chronicles 14:11); and since
the eyes of the Lord run to and fro
throughout the earth to show Himself
strong in the behalf of those whose
heart is entire towards Him (2 Chron-
icles 16:9), it well becomes those who
are in need, to trust Him alone. This
position of Jehoshaphat and his people
was in keeping with the apostolic in-
junction, "Looking unto Jesus the au-
thor and fmisher of our faith." (He-
brews 12:2.) He is the beginning and
the end, and all power in heaven and
earth is in His hands.

Now, what is the result? - The
prophet of the Lord came in the power
of the Holy Spirit, "and he said, Heark-
en ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of
Jerusalem, and thou king Jehoshaphat,
Thus saith the Lord unto you, Be not
afraid nor dismayed by reason of this
great multitude; for the battle is not
yours, but God's." (15) And then came
the command to go forth in the morn-
ing to meet the enemy, and they should
see the salvation of the Lord, for He
would be with them.
Now comes the most important

part: "And they rose early in the morn-
ing, and went forth into the wilderness
of Tekoa: and as they went forth, Je-
hoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, 0
Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem;
Believe in the Lord your God, so shall
ye be established; believe his prophets,
so shall ye prosper. And when he had
consulted with the people, he ap-
pointed singers unto the Lord, and that
should praise the beauty of holiness, as
they went out before the army, and to
say, Praise the Lord; for his mercy en-
dureth for ever." 20--21
Surely, this was a strange way to go

out to battle. Few armies have ever
gonc to battle with such a vanguard.
But what was the result?

"And when they began to sing and
to praise, the Lord set ambushments
against the children ofAmmon, Moab,
and mount Seir, which were come
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against Judah; and they were smitten.
For the children ofAmmon and Moab
stood up against the inhabitants of
mount Seir, utterly to slay and destroy
them; and when they had made an end
of the inhabitants of Seir, everyone
helped to destroy another. And when
Judah came toward the watch tower in
the wilderness, they looked unto the
multitude, and, behold, they were dead
bodies fallen to the earth, and none es-
caped." 22-24

If there have been few armies that
have gone to battle with such a van-
guard as did the army of Jehoshaphat,
it is equally certain that few armies
have been rewarded by such a signal
victory. And it may not be amiss to
study a little into the philosophy of the
victory of faith, as illustrated in this in-
stance. When the enemy, who had
been confident in their superior num-
bers, heard the Israelites coming out
that morning, singing and shouting,.
what must they have concluded?-
Nothing else but that the Israelites had
received reinforcements, and were so
strengthened that it would be useless
to try to oppose them. A panic seized
them, and each one looked upon his
neighbor as an enemy.
And were they not correct in their

conclusion, that Israel had received re-
inforcements? - Indeed they were; for
the record says: "When they began to
sing and to praise, the Lord set ambush-
mellts against the children of Ammon,
Moab, andmount Seir." The host of the
Lord, in whom Jehoshaphat and his
people trusted, fought for them. They
had reinforcements, and doubtless if
their eyes could have been opened to
see them, they would have seen, as did
the servant of Elisha on one occasion,
that they that were with them were
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more in number than the enemy.
But the point which should be spe-

cially noticed is that it was when Israel
began to sing and to praise that the j'
Lord set ambushments against the en-
emy. What does that signify? - It signi-
fies that their faith was real. The prom-
ise of God was. considered as good as
the actual accomplishment. So they be-
lieved in the Lord, or, more literally,
they built upon the Lord, and thus they
were established, or built up. Thus they

proved the truth of the words, "This is
the victory that overcometh the world,
even our faith." 1 John 5:4
Let us now apply this illustration in (

a case of conflict against sin. Here
comes a strong temptation to do a thing
known to be wrong. We have often
proved to our sorrow the strength of
the temptation, because it has van-
quished us, so that we know that we
have no might against it. But noW our
eyes are upon the Lord, who has told us
to come with boldness to the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy and
find grace to help in time ofneed. So we
begin to pray to God for help. And we
pray to the God that is revealed to us in
the Bible as the Creator of heaven and
earth. We begin, not with a mournful
statement of our weakness, but with a
joyful acknowledgment of God's
mighty power. That being settled, we
can venture to state our difficulty and
our weakness. Ifwe state our weakness
first, and our discouraging situation, we
are placing ourselves before God. In
that case Satan will magnify the diffi-
culty and throw his darkness around us
so that we can see nothing else but our
weakness, and so, although our cries <...;,)
and pleading may be fervent and ago- '
nizing, theywillbe in vain, because they
will lack the essential element of believ-



Coalition for Control: Foretelling
the future is dangerous .business. In
1950 who would ever have predicted
the'renaissance ofevangelical social ac-
.tion and.the renewal of evangelical po-
litical iovolvement? Perhaps the most
ioteresting and difficult matter to pre-
dict lies in the degree to which tradi-
tional Roman Catholics will be able to
work together. with conservative evan-
gelicals. If they choose to join forces,
they could well control America. Ac-
tion, May 1987

. Destiny of Control: The na-
tion's foreign debt soared to an esti-
.mated $263.6 billion last year, with the
United States lengthening its lead as
the country with the world's largest
debt. "We' can live wilh these kinQs of
debtlevels as long as foreign (investors)
.. want to buy U.S. debt..... But we don't
have control of our own destiny." Los
Angeles Times, June 24, 1987

.......•. '.,

Religious;. Liberty Update
";

,'".- :. ,; ",

Becoming One: The VaticaJ:1'sSec-
retariat for Unity says Protestants and
Catholics have moved away from preju.'
dice toward each other; and are trust-
ing one another. Los Angeles Times,..
May 2:>, 1987

, ,

Death Wish: United's
RobertL.Maddox asked unannounced
Presidential candidate. Marion G.
"Pat" Robertson to repudiate a recent
statement in which Robertson said;
"We have many social concerns in this
country. These social Concerns. could
.all be solved if Justice Brennan, Justice
Marshall, and Justice Stevens, were to

H"ly' Roman Empire: A dramatic
shift in the'Wodd's balance ofpoweLis
about to occur. Itwill affect the lives'and'
livellhooQs ofneilrlyevcryman, woman;
and child on the face of the' earth. We
are ab0ut to witness truly- awesqme .
geopolitical changes as Europe moves
toward uniry :-econ"niically, politically,
religio)lS1y, and e"enmilitarily..The195'7
Treaty of, Rome created the Common
Markct', ultimate, aim was a
"United States of Europe." On numer-
ous'0\C"SioI]SJohn Paul has appealed
to inhabitants of both Eastern' and
Western Europe ·to reclaim their re-
ligious (Catholie) heritage.Plain Truth,
July 1987 (Evangelical) ...

:",< ,:": " ,"',," , :.::':'>' .',;
an, or promoted to that great Su-

International Seminar On "The'Pllthre ,.preme' Court in the sky." Maddox
"Ovf:m\cind and Co-opyration AIDong' added' th,at'his concern had been,
Retgimls,", sponsored bY The;United..•• prompted. by: recent efforts ,among ex-
Nations ,University. Indonesian Rec,' tr.emy to' encourage
tor, Dr. S'oedjatmoko, asked the prayers among Christians, for the
nar. yonsider how ,,': deaths oftho$e: Supreme,Court justices .
relate to.iInjust power (inCluding their:- . who have been most supportive of the
0":"), how·they·couid to principle of church-st",t,>
political :whil.e:maintllji\jng . "', '.sep"1'ation.Ameri,ans United Press'Ri,-
a boundary between t$.e religiouS. and' .' . lease,May 13; 1987
the political, how theycciuid help peo- ;:.: : ',': ': " '.' .
pie frnd identities in religious tradi. Charting the Course: Political ob-
tions .ana wider agreement on bask servers ,rarely agree, but on 0ue thing
moral principles. America, June 13, they coneur: America is at a cross-

(Catholie) roads.. We are a nation io search of
leadership. This is the "evangelical
moment," according to Richard John
Neuhaus, in the drama of relatiog
"Christian faith and public life." In his
tapedmessage to the National Assod-

" ,,1atidn: :6f:.Evan:gelica,ls:'"
PresidentReagan went so far as to say
that evangelicals are "charting the
COurse of Americai' Action,May' 1987
(Evangelical)

ing that God is, and that He is all that
He has revealed Himself to be. But

.nwhen we start with a recognition of
'.God's power, then we can safely state
. our weakness, for then we are simply
placing our weakness by the side ofHis
power, and the contrast tends to beget
courage.

Then, as we pray, the promise of
God comes to our mind, brought there
by the Holy Spirit. Itmaybe that we can
think of no special promise that exactly
fits the case; but we can remember that
"this is a faithful saying, and worthy of
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners" (1 Tim-
othy 1:15); and that He "gave himself
for our sins, that he might deliver us
from this present evil world, according
to the will ofGod and our Father" (Ga-
latians 1:4); and we may know that this
carried with it every promise, for "He
that spared not his own Son, but de-
livered him up for us all, how shall he
not with him also freely give us all
things?" Romans 8:32

Then we remember that God can
speak of those things that are not as

j'l though theyWere. That is, ifGod gives a
promise, it is as good as fulfilled already.
And so, knowing that our deliverance
from evil is according to the will of God
(Galatians 1:4), we count the victory as
already ours, and begin to thank God
for His "exceeding great and precious
promises." As our faith grasps these
promises and makes them we can-
not help praising God for His wonderful
love; and while we are doing this, our
minds are wholly taken from and
the victory is ours. The Lord sets am-
bushments against the enemy. Our
ascription of praise shows to Satan that
we have obtained reinforcements; and
as he has tested the power of the help
that is granted to us, he knows that he
can do nothing on that occasion, and so
he leaves us. This illustrates the force of
the apostle's injunction: "Be careful for
nothing [that is, do not worry about any-
thing]; but in every thing by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known unto God."
Philippians 4:6()

" i From Christ and His Righteousness
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Alienation and bitterness give evidence
that if possible Satan will deceive
even those who claim to believe the

cooling of friendship, the withdrawal of
confidence, the misrepresentation of
motives, the endeavor to thwart and,,",
turn into ridicule those who honestl1 )-
differ with them in their views? I have in
my last few weeks' experience learned
what little dependence may be placed
in man, for these things must be met.
Alienation and bitterness give evidence
that if possible Satan will deceive even
those who claim to believe the truth for
this time, showing that they have need
to study the character of pure and un-
defiled religion. God forbid that Satan
shall do this.

Godliness, which the gospel en-
joins, never bears briars and thoms,
never- because all do not see exactly
alike - breaks the closest links of asso-
ciation, dividing those \IDO have been
one in faith, one in heart, in their rela-
tionship. But a difference in the appli-
cation of some few scriptural passages
makes men forget their religious prin-
ciples. Elements become banded to-
gether, exciting one another through
the human passions to withstand in a
harsh, denunciatory manner everything
that does not meet their ideas. This is, .J>
not Christian, but is of another spirit. .
And Satan is doing his utmost to

have those who believe present truth
deceived on this point, for he has laid
his snare to overcome them, that those
who have accepted unpopular truth,
who have had great light and great priv-
ileges, shall have the spirit thatwill per-
vade the world. Even if it is in a less de-
gree, yet it is the same principle that
when it has a controlling power over
minds, leads to certain results. There is
pride of opinion, a stubbornness that
shuts the soul away from good and from
God. Warnings have been scorned,
grace resisted, privileges abused, con-
viction smothered, and the pride of the
human heart strengthened. The result
is the same as with the Jews - fatal
hardness of heart. It is not safe for the
soul to rise up against the messages of
God. All who are handling sacred truth
are only mortal men.

Experiences
Continued from 7

world, out of the churches-even the
Catholic Church - whose zeal will far
exceed that of those who have stood in
rank and file to proclaim the truth here-
tofore. For this reason the eleventh-
hour laborers will receive their penny.
These will see the battle coming and
will give the trumpet a certain sound.

truth for this time

When the crisis is upon us, when the
season of calamity shall come, theywill
come to the front, gird themselves with
the whole armor of God, and exalt His
law, adhere to the faith of Jesus, and
maintain the cause of religious liberty
which Reformers defended with toil
and for which they sacrificed their lives.
The watchmen must sound the

alarm. If men are at ease in Zion some-
bodymust be awake to give the trumpet
a certain sound. Let the blaze of the
beacon light be seen everywhere. Let
the ease-loving awake, the tranquil be
disturbed, and let them labor for reli-
gious liberty. And after we have done
all we can, then leave our Lord to do
His work.

There was at last an opening made
for Brother Jones, but it was not pleas-
ant to fight every inch for any privi-
leges and advantages to bring the truth
before the people. The message borne
had a wonderful effect on those that
heard it. There were many not of our
faith who were deeply stirred with the
importance of doing something and
doing it now, in the struggle for re-
ligious freedom. Manywere awakened
to see what this religious amendment
meant - turning from a "Thus saith the
Lord, the seventh day is the sabbath of
the Lord thy God." A spurious sab-

22 Our Fum Foundation January 1988

bath is presented to be legislated into
power, compelling the observance of a
sabbath which God has not enjoined
upon man.

The persecutions ofProtestants by
Romanism, bywhich the religion of Je-
sus Christ was almost annihilated, will
be more than rivaled when Protestan-
tism and popery are combined. The
darkest pages of historywill be opened

in that great day when itwill be too late
for wrongs to be righted. Registered in
the book are crimes that have been
committed because of religious differ-
ences. We are not ignorant of the his-
tory. Europewas shaken as though with
an earthquake, when a church, lifted up
in pride and vanity, haughty and tyran-
nical, devoted to condemnation and
death all who dared to think for them-
selves, and who ventured to take the Bi-
ble as the foundation of their faith.

Our own land is to become a battle-
field on which is to be carried on the
struggle for religious liberty to worship
God according to the dictates of our
own conscience. Then can we not dis-
cern the work of the enemy in keeping
men asleep who ought to be awake,
whose influence shall not be neutral but
wholly and entirely on the Lord's side?
Shall men cry peace and safety now,
when sudden destruction is coming
upon the world, when God's wrath shall
be poured out?
And shall there be with the people

of God the cropping out of the very
same spirit which they have condemned
in the denominations, because there
was a difference of understanding on
some points-not vital questions? Shall
the same spirit in any form be cherished
among Seventh-day Adventists - the

Manuscript 30, 1889; The Ellell
White 1888Materials, 352-381

G.
,)



History
Continued froml!

The cause for her enthusiasm is
,nsimple. So simple, yet so profound, that
... "many overlooked it. And many still un-
derestimate it. The cause for her en-
thusiasm was Jesus Christ-the source
of all power, the healing of all ills, the
knowledge of all things, the remedy for
all sin. Not a Christ held separate from
the life, but Christ our Saviour dwelling
in our hearts and filling us with all the
fullness of God. Somehow, somewhere
along the way, it seems we had lost
touch with Jesus.
"Now, it has been Satan's deter-

mined purpose to eclipse the view of
Jesus and lead men to look to man, and
trust to man, and be educated to expect
help from man. For years the church
has been looking to man and expecting
much from man, but not looking to Je-
sus, in whom our hopes of eternal life
are centered. Therefore God gave to
His servants [Elders Jones and Wag-
goner] a testimony that presented the
truth as it is in Jesus, which is the third
angers message, in clear, distinct

"",-..,lines.n14f "\.J The reception given this "most
precious message" was, of course,
mixed. Jones described it in 1893: "I

"Brethren, you need to get that
righteousness of Jesus Christ nearer to
your heart than that. Every man needs
to get the righteousness of God nearer
to him than simply weighing up things
and compromising between parties, or
he will never see or know the righteous-
ness ofGod at all.,,15
The greatest opposition came from

Battle Creek. True to her promise, El-
len White gave the people "a chance,"
traveling extensively for most of the
next. year, often in companywith one or
both of the "fledglings." Perhaps the
greatest boost to the message came in
1892 after she had 'been removed from
the scenes of these labors. Writing from
Australia, she revealed that the "loud
cry of the third angel has already begun
in the revelation of the righteousness of
Christ.,,16

This positive identification has fIxed
the importance of 1888 fIrmly in Ad-
ventist thought. Yet we are forced to
conclude that nothing, as of yet, has
fIxed the reality of the message in our
hearts. The loud cry has not sounded,
the latter rain has not fallen, our Lord
has not come. He has not been slack in
His promise, but we have never looked
to Him for the fullness of blessing
which He has to offer.

your assemblies as chief counselor, your
planning comes from no higher source
than the human mind.',17
Our history- and that of ancient

Israel-speaks eloquently, urging that
we learn both the theological truths and
the practical lessons of righteousness
by faith. "Depending upon men has
been the great weakness of the church.
Men have dishonored God by failing to
appreciate His suffIciency, by coveting
the influence of men. Thus Israel be-
came weak. The people wanted to be
like the other nations of the world, and
they asked for a king. They desired to
be guided by human power which they
could see, rather than by the divine, in-
visible power that till then had led and
guided them, and had given themyic-
tory in battle. They made their own
choice, and the result was seen in the
destruction of Jerusalem and the dis-
persion of the nation.,,18

Yet there is ample cause for hope
and rejoicing in the contemplation of
Christ's righteousness. As we turn our
eyes - and the eyes of those who might
mistakenly look to us - away from man
and fIX them upon our Lord, we will
find that the "matchless charms of
Christ" are as powerful today as a cen-
tury ago.

today as a century ago

"matchless charms of Christ" are as powerful

them upon our Lord, we will find that the

As we turn our eyes away from man and fix
1 See Emmet K Vande Vere, Rugged Heart,
The Story ofGeorge l Butler, 84-85
2 Letter 21. 1888, The Ellen G. White 1888
Materials, 92-93; MS 15, 1888, 1bid., 165
3 E.G. 'White, Testimonies, vol. 2, 119j E.G.
White, Testimony for the Church at Battle Creek
(1868), 1920
4- E.G. White, Paulson Collection of Ellen G.
White Letters, 382, 384. Note that date is inaccu-
rate; for correct date, see D. A. Delafield,Ellen
G. White In Europe, 13
5 Letter 13, 1887,1888Materials, 32, 33-35
6 See R.W. Schwarz, Light Bearers to the Rem-
nant,187-188
7 Letter 27,1894,1888Materials, 1245
• Letter 21, 1888, Ibid., 94, 96-97, 99
, MS 15, 1888, Ibid., 164
10 MS 9, 1888, Ibid., 151, 153
11 Letter 82, 1888, Ibid., 183
12 Ibid., 182
13 Letter 96,1896, Ibid" 1574-1575; Letter 59,
1890, Ibid., 604
14- E.G.White, Testimonies to Ministers, 93
15 A.T. Jones, General Conference Daily Bulletin
(1893),185
11'> E.G. White, Review and Herald, November
22,1892
17 E.G. White, Letter to Elder G.A. Olson,
May 31, 1896 (seePaul.son Collection, 351)
18 E.G. White MS "Conforming to the
World," in The Kress Collection, 57

Has our view of Jesus been
"eclipsed"? To whom do we look for
counsel, for wisdom, for encourage-
ment? To man-or to the Son of man?
Do we flatter ourselves that numbers
will make a difference? That commit-
tees or bylaws are sufficient authority to
contradict God's Word? Such conclu-
sions are "worthy of no more consid-
eration than are any man's expressions.
Christ says, 'Without me ye can do noth-
ing.' [John 15:5] IfHe is not honored in

know that some there [Minneapolis]
accepted it; others rejected it entirely.
You know the same thing. Others tried
to stand halfway between, and get it
that way; but that is not the way it is to
be had, brethren; that is not the way it
is received. They thought to take a
middle course, and' although they did
not exactly receive it, or exactly com-

U'mit. themselves it, yet they
. wlllmg to go whichever way the tIde
turned at the last. ...
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THIS MORNING we will study
some texts that speak to us of faith,

what we are to do with it andwhat itwill
do for us. Romans 5:1, "Therefore be-
ing justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ." To be justified is to be ac-
counted righteous and this by faith.
"But to him that worketh not, but be-
lieveth on him that justifieth the un-
godly, his faith is counted for righteous-
ness." Romans 4:5. "Even the right-
eousness of God which is by faith of Je-
sus Christ unto all and upon all them
that believe." Romans 3:22. This right-
eousness is to take the place of all our
sins, remember.
Now see what the Lord will do with

our "Come now, and let us reason
together, sailh the Lord: though your
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white
as snow; though they be red like crim-
son, they shall be as woo!." Isaiah 1:18.
The latter condition is just the opposite
of the first - the sins, -no matter how
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deep the color, will be made white as
snow. We are to be clothed with white
raiment, our scarlet sins to be changed,
our filthy stained garments to be
changed like wool, white as snow.
When we ask to have our sins taken
away we are asking to be cleansed.
What does it mean to be made

white as snow? "And his raiment be-
came shining, exceeding white as snow;
so as no fuller on earth can white
them." Mark 9:3. That is the garment
that is to be put upon us - whiter than
any fuller can make it. This is the
blessed promise.
Faith says that this is so. "I have

blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy trans-
gressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: re-
turn unto me; for I have redeemed
thee." Isaiah 44:22. The Lord has paid
the ransom by the death of Christ; now
He says return unto Me, I have re-
deemed thee. All the thick, black
clouds have gone-blotted out. "Who
is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth

)

iniquity, and passeth by the transgres-
sion of the remnant of his heritage? he
retaineth not his anger for ever, be-
cause he delighteth in mercy. He will
turn again, he will have compassion
upon us; he will subdue our iniquities;
and thou wilt cast all their sins into the
depths of the sea." Micah 7:18--19.
Passeth by the transgression of

what? The remnant? Those who keep
the commandments and have the faith
of Jesus. That is a promise to us. He is
fIxing them up for Himself, He is taking
their sins from them. He delights in
treating them better than they deserve.
He delights in us when we believe in
Him. All our sins are to go into the
depths of the sea, the deepest depth we
can conceive of? Is not that a blessed
promise? "For as the heaven is high
above the earth, so great is his mercy
toward them that fear him. As far as th'\ )
east is from the west, so far hath he re- .
moved our transgressions from US."
Psalm 103: 11-12.



Who can conceive the distance of
heaven from us, so great is God's good-
ness and mercy toward us? Don't we

(pant to worship such a Lord as that? Do
" we want to offend such a God as that?
No, we want to be like Him. Now how
far is the east from the west? Suppose
we walk out looking for the west. How
long shall we seek it? Eternally. Then so
far are our sins to be from us, as long as
we believe it. Have faith then and keep

Suppose we walk
out looking for
the west. How
long shall we
seek it?

them eternally away from you. Why
should we not have peace? Faith then
gives us peace. God gives us the Holy
Spirit as a seal of His righteousness.
'\ We must ask for the Holy Spirit to
!...y·eceive it. "And I say unto you, Ask, and

it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall
fmd; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you. For every one that asketh receiveth;
and he that seeketh fmdeth; and to him
that knocketh it shall be opened. If a Son
shall ask bread of any of you that is a
father, will he give him a stone? or ifhe
ask a fIsh, will he for a fIsh give him a
serpent?" Luke 11:9-11.
Howmust we ask? "But let him ask

in faith, nothing wavering. For he that
wavereth is like awave of the sea driven
with the wind and tossed." James 1:6.
"Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law, being made a curse for
us: for it is written, Cursed is everyone
that hangeth on a tree: that the blessing
of Abraham might come on the Gen-
tiles through Jesus Christ; that we
might receive the promise of the Spirit
through faith." Galatians 3:13-14. The
blessing ofAbrahamwas righteousness
through faith, Romans 4:21-25. What
does God promise us in reference to

( 'our sins? They shall be white as snow.
we are righteous. He says He will

blot out the thick clouds of our sins. If
we believe it, then we are righteous. By

Micah He says our sins shall go into the
sea. Do we believe it? Then we are
righteous. Our sins are to go from us an
eternal distance. Do we believe God
can do this? Then we are righteous.

Now the promises were not wrItten
out for Abraham's sake alone, but for
our sakes to whom it shall be imputed, if
we believe on Him who raised the Lord
Jesus from the dead. "For with the heart
man believeth unto righteousness; and
with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation." Romans 10:10. Then how are
we to have righteousness? By faith.
Therefore being justilled by faith we
have peace with Qod-now read Ga-
latians 3 again. "Christ hath redeemed
us from the curse of the law, being made
a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is
every one that hangeth on a tree: that
the blessing ofAbraham might come on
the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that
we might receive the promise of the
Spirit through faith." We receive the
seal of it by faith.
Another step we want to take when

we receive the promise by faith,
"Therefore being justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ: by whom also we have ac-
cess by faith into this grace wherein we
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory
ofGod. And not only so, but we glory in
tribulations also: knowing that tribula-
tion worketh patience; and patience,
experience; and experience, hope: and
hope maketh not ashamed; because the
love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given
unto us." Romans 5:1-5. We get into
the grace of God by faith ("whatsoever
is not of faith is sin" [Romans 14:23]),
and we must rejoice. Why should we
not? What have we to complain of?
What have we to do but rejoice? The
Lord is good. Rejoice anyhow. Rejoice
in tribulations also, because the Holy
Ghost sheds abroad the love of God in
our hearts.
Don't get a wrong turn here; it is not

love for God (though that will be
there), but the Holy Spirit puts God's
love in our hearts. God gave His Son
when man was enmity toward Him, be-
cause He loved them, and when His
love is in our hearts, they will go out to-
ward mankind in love as His great heart
has done. The evidence we want is to

have the love of God in our heart.
Now Galatians 5:22-23, "But the

fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance: against
such there is no law." How shall we be
good? Have the Spirit of God in our
hearts. Do we want the other virtues?
These are all the fruit of the Spirit of
God We can't have the fruit unless we
have the tree-for it is God that works
within US both to will and to do of His
good pleasure. "He that hath my com-
mandments, and keepeth them, he it is
that loveth me: and he that loveth me
shall be loved of my Father, and I will
love him, and will manifest myself to
him. Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot,
Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest
thyself unto us, and not unto the wotld?
Jesus answered and said unto him, If a
man love me, he will keep my words:
and my Fatherwill lovehim, and wewill
come unto him, and make our abode
with him." John 14:21-23.

The Lord went away but promised
to send the Holy Spirit to manifest
Him. Is that not what we learned
yesterday? Where do we abide? At our
homes. We are sojourning here. "We
will Come unto him and make our

The family of
God is not two,
only one, some
in heaven, some
on earth

abode with him." "For this cause I bow
my knees unto the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family
in heaven and earth is named, that he
would grant you, according to the
riches of his glory, to be strengthened
with might by his Spirit in the inner
man; that Christ may dwell in your
hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted
and grounded in love, may be able to
comprehend with all saints what is the
breadth, and length, and depth, and
height; and to know the love of Christ,
which passeth knowledge, that ye might
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be filled with all the fulness of God.
Now unto him that is able to do exceed-
ing abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that
worketh in us, unto him be glory in the
church by Christ Jesus throughout all
ages, world without end. Amen." Ephe-
sians 3:14--2l.
We begin, then, at the sixteenth

verse, which speaks of the family of
God, not two, but only one, some in

Only by faith

can we know

that which

passeth knowledge

heaven, the rest on earth - this is a
prayer for us- that we be strengthened
by the Spirit that Christ may dwell with
us by our faith. How can we know that
which passeth knowledge? Why, only
by faith, and then we know it. Now
verse 20: Paul could not fmd words to
tell what he wanted to, and failed to ex-
press it all. The Lord says Hewill do all
we ask or think. Do we believe it? Then
we can get from Him all we ask or
think, further exceedingly abundantly
beyond what we can ask for or think.
According to what power? The power
working within us. And what is this?
Our faith. Well, then that is all the limit
put upon God- the power of God be-
ing limited only according to the meas-
ure of our faith.

Then, brethren, let us have faith.
God is able to do all He promises. "For
I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to
the JewfIrst, and also to the Greek. For
therein is the righteousness of God re-
vealed from faith to faith: as it is writ-
ten, The just shall live by faith." Ro-
mans 1:16-17. Many do not know what
this expression "from faith to faith"
means. We begin with faith, and the ex-
ercise of that faith will develop the ca-
pacity to exercise faith tomorrow-so
that we grow from faith to faith, from
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today's to tomorrow's. Therefore we
grow in faith, and from grace, (favor,
power with God), to grace, and in
knowledge of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Let us exercise our faith then, and it will
develop power - the power of God
unto eternal salvation. Why, then,
should we not rejoice?
Now, faith works, "For in Jesus

Christ neither circumcision availeth
any thing, nor uncircumcision; but
faith which worketh by love." Gala-
tians 5:6. Here work comes in, and is
the onlywork acceptable to God, for it
is of God, but works without faith are
our own. aYea, a man may say, Thou
hast faith, and I have works: shew me
thy faith without thy works, and I will
shew thee my faith by my works."
James 2:18. Well, let it do this, for it is
true, the man who has the most faith
will do the most acceptable work to
God. Work is of uo value except it
have faith, and faith without works is
valueless. Works will tell the amount
of faith we possess, 1 Thessalonians
1:3; 2 Thessalonians 1:11.
Now comes obedience. Where?

"Now to him that is of power to stablish
you according to my gospel, and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to
the revelation of the mystery, whichwas
kept secret since the world began, but
now ismade manifest, and by the scrip-
tures of the prophets, according to the
commandment of the everlasting God,
made kuown to all nations for the obe-
dience of faith." Romans 16:25-26. All
is made manifest for the obedience of

Do you not see
that we have to
be made good
before we can do
good?

faith - then all short of this faith is sin,
that is, "comes short" of the perfection
of the law of God, according to the view
of God- not intentional sin, perhaps,
but short of the glory of God, and is not
obedience-for without faith it is im-

possible to please God. So, then, our
obedience comes in after we have faith,
and God's Spirit is dwelling within us. (1',
Do you not see now that we have to be . )
made good before we can do good? If
then you want to do better, get more of
Jesus Christ in your heart. It is all well
enough to want to do better, but go fIrst
to Jesus to be made better. "By whom
we have received grace and apostle-
ship, to the obedience of faith among
all nations, for his name." Romans 1:5,
margin, also 1 Timothy 6:12, "Fight the
good fIght of faith, lay hold on eternal
life, whereunto thou art also called, and
hast professed a good profession be-
fore many witnesses." .
A battle is to be fought and the

beauty of it all is there is a victory to be
won, 1 John 4:4 "Ye are of God, little
children, and have overcome them; be-
cause greater is he that is in you, than
he that is in the world." Mark what
"overcome" means; "to conquer,"
"veni, vidi, vici." I came, I saw, I con-
quered, is what Caesar wrote home to
the senate. I came, I overcame, I con-
quered is the literal translation. Then to
overcome is to conquer- but it doesi")
not protect from temptation and bat-
tles, but it fIts us up and enables us to
fight, and gives ns the victory, all
through faith. Is not faith, then, a glo-
rious thing?
"Finally, my brethren, be strong in

the Lord, and in the power of his might.
Put on the whole armour ofGod, that ye
may be able to stand aganst the wiles of
the devil. For we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principali-
ties, against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against spir-
itual wickedness in high places.
Wherefore take unto you the whole ar-
mour of God, that ye may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having
done all (margin: and having overcome
all), to stand. Stand therefore, having
your loins girt about with truth, and hav-
ing on the breastplate of righteousness;
and your feet shod with the preparation
of the gospel of peace; above taking
the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be
able to quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked. And take the helmet of salva-' .
tion, and the sword of the which'-)
is the word of God: praying always with
all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,



and watching thereunto with all perse-
verance and supplication for all saints."
Ephesians 6:10-18.n After having conquered, be able to

"" stand when the battle is over (see mar-
gin of verse 13), having the righteous-
ness of God as our armor, and above it
all the shield of faith, not only to stop
the fiery darts of the enemy, (which if
they strike us create a flame within us),
but also to quench them- put them
out. Compare "For unto the angels
hath he not put in subjection the world
to come, whereof we speak." Hebrews
2:5 to "Therefore, we ought to give the
more earnest heed to the things which
we have heard, lest at any time we
should let them slip. For if the word
spoken by angels was stedfast, and
every transgression and disobedience
received a just recompence of reward;
how shall we escape, if we neglect so
great salvation; which at the first be-
gan to be spoken by the Lord, and was
confirmed unto us by them that heard
him." Hebrews 2:1-3.
Paul says Christ partook of our

suffering and took upon Him the

(
"."."1yondage of death to rescue us from
"""Jeath, and took upon Him our nature
that He might be a merciful and faith-
ful High Priest, so that having stood in

There will be so
much of Him in
us that there
will be none of
ourselves there

our place (remember that He stood
there before we did), if we put Him
between us and the temptation, it
vanishes, and we conquer in Him.
That is the shield of faith. Another
thing, brethren, the heart is purified by
faith and the pure shall see God. Mat-
thew 5:8. It is made pure and kept
pure by Him. How is it done? There is

['.0 "how" to faith; but let us read Luke
"""t:43-48.

"And a woman having an issue of
blood twelve years, which had spent all

her living upon physicians, neither
could be healed of any, came behind
him, and touched the border of his gar-
ment: and immediately her issue of
blood stanched. And Jesus said, Who
touched me? When all denied, Peter
and they that were with him said, Mas-
ter, the multitude throng thee and press
thee, and sayest thou, Who touched
me? And Jesus said, Somebody hath
touched me: for I perceive that virtue is
gone out of me. And when the woman
saw that she was not hid, she came
trembling, and falling down before him,
she declared unto him before all the
people for what callse she had touched
him, and how she was healed immedi-
ately. And he said unto her, Daughter,
be ofgood comfort: thy faith hath made
thee whole; go in peace."

Why did He not say before this,
"Who touched me?" Because only the
touch of the woman was the touch of
faith and drew virtue from Him. Faith
reaches out to Christ, and virtue comes
in response as surely as it did for that
woman, and this is not all. "And the
whole multitude sought to touch him:
for there went virtue out of him, and
healed them all." Luke 6:19. Touch
Him by faith and virtue will come to all
and make you faithful, that is, full of
faith.

Christ was faithful; His faithfulness
comes to us in answer to our faith and
that makes us faithful. It is only by His
obedience that we are made righteous.
Thenwhen I have anything to do, let my
faith reach out to Him and bring faith-
fulness from Him to enable me to do it.
Faithfulness, that only can do it. If we
want to be good, let our faith touch
Him, and goodness comes to us and
makes us good; if we want to be right-
eous, in answer to our faith, power
comes to us and makes us righteous. In
answer to our faith as it grows, mOre
and more of His power and goodness
will come to us, and just before proba-
tion closes we shall be like Him indeed,
and thcn we shall be keeping the com-
mandments of God in fact, because
there will be so much of Him in us that
there will be none of oursclves there.
Thcnwe get to the placewhere we keep
the commandments of God, and there
is the beautiful promise, "Here are they
that kecp the commandments of God,

and the faith of Jesus."
We must reach that place yet. There

is too much self-glorification, too much
self-confidence, but let our faith COme
to Him. Then that is sanctification, that
is what the twenty-sixth chapter ofActs
tells us, verse 18; also John 17:19. "To

The glory, the
praise, the honor
is Christ's, and
let us give it to
Him

open their eyes, and to turn them from
darkness to light, and from the power
of Satan unto God, that they may re-
ceive forgiveness of sins, and inheri-
tance among them which are sanctified
by faith that is in me." "And for their
sakes I sanctify myself, that they also
might be sanctified through the truth."
That is genuine sanctification.

When that comes it will be all right. Get
all of that kind of sanctification you can.
Faith is actually a something, a reality,
and when it touches Jesus Christ, in re-
sponse to it, virtue comes from Him
and makes us what we want to be. Get
that into your minds, brethren, and let
us understand what faith is. Let our
faith touch Him and draw from Him
virtue, goodness, righteousness, and
every good and perfect gift will come to
us. Then the glory, the praise and the
honor is Christ's and let us give it to
Him. Then if there be any virtue at all, it
is Christ's virtue that makes us accept-
able to God in anywaywhatever. A text
to sum up this matter is Hebrews
10:37-38. "For yet a little while, and he
that shall come will come, and will not
tarry. Now the just shall live by faith:
but if any man draw back, my soul shall
have no pleasure in him."

Edited from a transcript of the sermon
appearing in the Topeka Kansas Daily,
May 16, 1889. Reports and transcripts
of the carnpmeeting available in book
form from Laymen Ministry News,
Rt. 4, Box 94C, St. Maries, ID 83861
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Colin D. Standish

(not to mention 1988)

Message of 1888
The

A sWE HAVE approached closer
to the centenary of the 1888 Min-

neapolis General Conference there has
been an increasing interest in the great
message of righteousness by faith pre-
sented by E. J. Waggoner and A. T.
Jones. More and more conflicting view-
points have been presented, many of
which have been anything but a true
representation of the 1888 message.
Some have tried to use the message of
Waggoner and Jones and the support
given by Ellen White to support the
concepts of the NewTheology. In doing
so, they have indicated that Waggoner
and Jones preached a legal justification
and that the gospel is justification by
faith alone. Nothing could be further
from the truth.
Part of the general debate has been

the fact that no transcript was made of
the 1888 General Conference talks of
Waggoner and Jones. Some have ar-
gued that very quickly after their pre-
sentations, they both began to wander
into apostasy which was to lead them
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True

away from the truth of God. Thus the
books that they wrote after 1888 are
considered by many to be unreliable.
Fortunately, we do have the many state-
ments of Ellen White on the 1888 mes-
sage. In fact, today we have the four-
volume set of these messages from the
White Estate published in 1987. These
messages give us the clearest under-
standing ofwhat the 1888 message was
all about.
Those who study the 1888 message

realize that it was a wide-ranging mes-
sage covering the spectrum of Christian
belief and practice. From the vast
amount of material that has been writ-
ten, three dominant messages come
forth:

1. The centrality of the belief that
Christ took upon His sinless nature our
sinful nature.

2. That the faith of Jesus must un-
dergird every presentation of God's
truth and form the basis by which we
lay hold of the saving grace of Jesus.

3. That the gospel is a living princi-

(,

pie encompassing both our forgiveness
and our obedience to the command-
ments of God.

The Human Nature ofChrist

It is fascinating that as we come to
the centenary of the 1888 conference
that the nature of Christ should assume
such a central focal point in the dia-
logue of the church. Indeed, it has be-
come perhaps the most divisive and
fiercely fought dialogue among theolo-
gians, pastors, and laity alike. It is accu-
rate, however, to say that no authentic
presentation of the 1888 message can
either iguore the centrality of the na-
ture of Christ or assume that Christ"- I
took the nature ofAdambefore thefaJ!. j

Many times the centrality of this doc-
trine is clearly presented. Here are
some examples:
"The Lord Jesus took the same

flesh and blood, the same human na-
ture, that we have-flesh just like our
sinful flesh - and because of sin, and by
the power of the Spirit of God through

The central issue
of the human

nature of Christ
is clearly
presented

the divine mind that was in Him, 'con-
demned sin in the flesh:" [Romans
8:3]. A. T. Jones, E. J. Waggoner, Les-
SOilS Oil Faith (Angwin, CA.: Pacifi, )
Uman College Press), 92.
we see Jesus made in the nature ofman,
as man is since man sinned; and not as



The Faith of Jesus

The issue of the faith ofJesus was al-
ways uppermost in the 1888 message.t \ There is no question that with the

'..-learnest desire to preach the law of God
there had been an overriding failure to
combine it with the other great identify-

presented in 1888 recognized the issue
that was at stake. Frequently texts such
as Romans 1:3; 8:3; Hebrews 2:14-18;
4:15; and Galatians 4:4 were used to
support the truth that Christ took upon

, -0Iimself the nature of fallen man. In
Consecrated Way, Jones associates

the unfallen-nature theology with the
Catholic concept of the Immaculate
Conception.
The whole basis of the righteous-

ness-by-faith message is predicated
upon a Christ who accepted the nature
of man and in that nature lived a per-
fect life. In that way He not only be-
came man's Substitute, but He also be-

-- came man's Example. "For even here-
unto were ye called: because Christ
also suffered for us, leaving us an exam-
ple, that ye should follow in his steps:
who did no sin, neither was guile found
in his mouth: who, when he was reviled,
reviled not again; when he suffered, he
threatened not; but committed himself
to him that judgeth righteously."
1 Peter 2:21-23

I,

man was before sin entered. For this
He did that He might 'taste death for
every man.' In becoming man that He
! ight reach man, He must come to
man where man is. Man is subject to
death. Therefore Jesus must become
man, as 117,an is since he is subject to
death." A. T. Jones, The Consecrated
Way, (Payson, Arizona: Leaves of
Autumn Books), 21-22. The message

It presents the
law and the

gospel, binding
up the two in a

perfect whole

ing characteristic of the saints - the
faith of Jesus. Clearly the situation has
been a very disheartening one. "The
message of the gospel of His grace was
to be given to the church in clear and
distinct lines, that the world should no
longer say that Seventh-day Adventists
talk of the law, the law, but do not teach
or believe Christ." Testimonies to Min-
isters,92.

One can clearly understand what
had taken place; with the trampling
upon the law of God, particularly the
Sabbath, the pioneers of the Advent
Church had gone forward strongly to
preach the law of God and its binding
nature upon God's people. Frequently,
however, the message of the law was
presented outside the love and the
power of Jesus Christ. Therefore men
and women were admonished to keep
the law, but they did not understand the
power of Jesus Christ to keep them
from falling and to present them fault-
less before the throne of God.
It was not wroug that preachers

were preaching the law and its central-
ity to the understanding of the gospel.
In fact, in commenting upon the rela-
tionship of the two, the servant of the
Lord said, "This is the testimony that
must go throughout the length and
breadth of the world. It presents the
law and the gospel, binding up the two
in a perfect whole." Ibid., 94. But the
problemwas that the lawwas presented
outside the claims of Jesus Christ.
The servant of the Lord put it this

way. "The faith of Jesus had been over-
looked and treated in an indifferent,
careless manner. It has uot occupied
the prominent position in which it was
revealed to John. Faith in Christ as the
sinner's only hope has been largely left

not only of the discourses given but
also of the religious experience of very
manywho claim to believe the third an-
gel's message." SelectedMessages, book
3,168.

Further, she said, "The third angel's
message is the proclamation of the
commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus Christ. The commandments of
God have been proclaimed, but the
faith of Jesus Christ has not been pro-
claimed by Seventh-day Adventists as
of equal importance, the law and the
gospel going hand in hand. I cannot

fInd language to express this subject in
its fulloess." Ibid., 172. Finally the ser-
vant of the Lord had this to say, "The
soul-saving message, the third angel's
message, is the message to be given to
the world. The commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus are both impor-
tant, immensely important, and must be
given with equal force and power. The
fIrst part of the message has been dwelt
upon mostly, the last part casually. 'The
faith ofJesus is not comprehended. We
must talk it, we must live it, we must
pray it, and educate the people to bring
this part of the message into their home
life." Ibid., 184

Thus it becomes clear why the mes-
sage of Waggoner and Jones is so im-
portant to the church. Satan had .dili-
gently sought to fInd a way to destroy
the impact of the Advent message, and
this had been done by the emphasis
upon the keeping of the command-
ments of God outside the context of the
faith of Jesus Christ.

Indeed it is impossible to keep the
commandments of God unless we have
the faith of Jesus.

Therefore the role of the faith of
Jesus in preparing men and women to
have the power of the indwelling
Christ is critical to the three angels'
messages. Thus the servant of the
Lord asked, "What is the message to
be given at this time? It is the third

The message
encompasses

both forgiveness
and perfection of

character

angel's message." Testimonies to Min-
isters, 89. Thus the 1888 message was a
divine message "to bring more promi-
nently before the world the uplifted
Saviour, the sacrifIce for the sins of the
whole world." Ibid., 91
As we come to the centenary of this

great conference and as we see the fail-
ure of successive generations to take up
the challenge of presenting this mes-
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sage which was to prepare God's peo-
ple to receive the latter rain and usher
in the kingdom of Christ, we must look
very carefully into our own lives and
preaching that we may fully reflect the
power of Jesus as it is associated with
the law of God.

Obedience to the Commandments

There have been those who have,
however, suggested that the 1888 mes-
sage of justification by faith parallels the
narrow, legalistic concepts of forensic
justification. This cannot be. It is obvi-
ous that Waggoner and Jones encom-
passed the broad scope of the meaning
of justification by faith. The servant of
the Lord put it this way, "It [the 1888
message] presented justification
through faith in the Surety; it invited the
people to receive the righteousness of
Christ, which is made manifest in obe-
dience to all the commandments of
God." Testimonies to Ministers, 92
This great message in no wise di-

minished the requirements to the law.

It was, however, a message that upheld
the crucified and risen Saviour, the One
nowministering in behalf ofmankind in
the heavenly sanctuary. The One whose
life and death provides the power and
the victory to overcome every wrong
word and action. The message of 1888
encompassed both forgiveness and per-
fection of character. It taught that we
are dependent upon the sacrifice of
Christ for both our pardon and our res-
toration to the image of Christ.

A valid presentation of the 1888
message will stress our High Priest who
has been touched by the feeling of our
infIrmities and was tempted in all points
like as we are. It teaches that He took
uponHis sinless nature the sinful nature
of man. It stresses the keeping of the
commandments of God by those who
will be the final remnant of God's
people. However, the keeping of the law
ofGod is never presented outside of the
fullness of the power of Christ and the
faith of Jesus. This power and this faith
are the basis by which all can have that
constant, victorious walk with Christ

Any presentation of the 1888 mes-
sage that does not address these three
key areas does not validly represeor-",
the message of Waggoner and J .
The message was designed to present
a people who, in the fullness of God's
truth, allow the Holy Spirit to sanctify
their lives, thus bringing the unity by
which the Lord can entrust them with
His Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit em-
powers this unified remnant to take
the glorious message of Jesus Christ's
love, mercy, justice, and soon coming
to a world in desperate need. Thus the
return of our Lord and Saviour is
hastened.
What was not accompiished be-

cause of division after 1888 surely
must be accomplished 100 years later.
We are to study earnestly to realize
anew the fullness and greatness of
what God presented through His ser-
vants Waggoner and Jones. This time
we cannot afford to reject the mes-
sage. Let us allow the Holy Spirit to
translate it into our lives.

- . ,,"'')
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rpHEWRITER ofthis little Ifact at-lc tenden the Mip.neapolis confer-
er;i:eill 18SSaD:d and heard many
pfthe things fhatwere done and said.,
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change.gave usHis righteousness. That
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His chllrchof days, If you want Jbiea,rli it\.6i.-eabout this messfige,
going deep into, , ,

?ef,initelyfor you. ,'"
If you or If you need to learn
earnestness 'flnd' <fanaticism, the 'Roundtable is f,or you. 'i:f;the :"pew ,

doubts or. if ,you iknow 110W1:0 ,respOnd t.o the
doubts tWhe:t{y:bl;i hear them frqmothers ha,ve, th(O:Roundtfl,bk '
And Jor neighbors whoseexper;ient:£ is slipping, the "
ROllIidtii!;ilemaybe aIIleans of heIp. 'J ' :.'::,: " ,J, ' ,}'

"I" '::1:i';',<:'\": , ""'"'::';} "::-:,;":>",:,',: .. q, " .. ':":":"", , ,," "'".; .. ... 'J'"

, Butwhat s9 good?: .' :/y. , •
I" ", ,',,<;,.:,,\ "i' -:>- '-',l' ,:',': :,'> ",', ':' /"..- ,: ',""," ::,", ,:,''''',;, ',: ,:""},:,.-':",'l' , ,:'-',"',>' <:'> "':,t : ': ,'I." ' ", ,,:;,::,<:',0: '::' ,',:' ",,'
The truth. No'( just any truth but prest<nt. truth, vitaltruth.H that's what.

you wan't;you'jiist to decide whetlTI'e;r: to get the Roundtable Video, '1',"1

the Audio; 'or both. . .'; •. ,:!!{
; ! :. "'1'-::, :::,'" .> , ,,:, '., j,: ::,,' ,,;:""': ;

..•. ..i 'Youmeanthere are ,two? .. :, ..,.
Right features on health,:¥du-' ."','

cation, coming a,nd more. Or there's the RoundUl.ble
Video, eight of tjJ.every essence ,of

Osborne,iRalph Larson,
Ron Speiar iin"th6. :privacy'pfyouro1Vp.hc\rri.e. Or better'yet;::it:n);ityyollT' .

YOu., 1:n:d' if you, dOll"t 'haye 'l< TV, find ho '
them, something worthW'iltching for ,a ,ehange.', '.',' " ,.::':
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.. i' 12nionthly cas'settes . . . )
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