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Editorial

M ANY HAVE written to us asking
why they he<1fso little emphasis on

the second coming of Christ. Some have
not heard a good sermon on the subject
for years. Why? Is it that people do not
want 10 hearofthe nearness ofHis return?
Could it be thai somc of our people and
some of our pastors have sCIIled down to
their ease and no longer have a burden to
prepare for the close ofprolJ<1tion? Do we
really know what God expeets of us in
preparation for this greatcst of all events?

In reading somc materials of a gen-
eration long past, I found from an un-
known author the following words:

"Christ is the head, and the church is
Ihe body. So Paul represents the relation
of Christ to the church. Christ, Ihe head,
has been 'born from the dead,' or in other
words, He that was dead is 'alive forever-
marc,' having been raised personally
from the grave and glorified bodily at His
right hand. His church-His body-arc
aU slill under death's dominion, nnd will
ever remain so unless Christ comcs to
'ransom them [rom the power of the
grave: If we leave alI that coming, we
have a glorified 'head,' but no glorified
'txxiy.'
"We need not drcam that dealh will

glorify the church, or bring it to God's
right hand. Why not? Because death did
not glorify Christ, nor did it take Him to
God's right hand. Three days and three
nights did the Son of man lie in death's
power, and after He was risen from Jo-
seph's tomb, He declared that He had not
ascended to His Father. If death neither
glorified nor translated Christ to heaven,
think nol that it will do [or US what it
could not do for Him. The resurrection,
translation, glory; that was God's order
for Christ, and 'the body' will follow the
ordcr of its Hcad. If Christ comes not,
Ihen no resurrection, no translation, no
glory.
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"Keep silent 'about Christ's second
coming! Ask Ihe streams to run on, and
on, and on, and never rest in their mother
ocean. IfChrist comes not, the streams of
salvation, now running, will all evapo-
rate, leaving bUI a dry river bed of scorch-
iog sand, and never reach redemption's
restful ocean of glary. Ask the author to
hush his theme when he has given the title
page, the preface, and the introductory
chapter. Redemption's story is bUI intro-
duced and outlined by Jesus' first advent;
His second advent will complete the vol-
ume with thrilling iclplurcs and with hal-
lelujah song. Ask the nrchilccl to slay his
temple wilen the foundation stones arc
laid, and the rude framework is erected,
while the shirung finish, the dome, and
the turrets arc yel all waiting.

"With no second coming of Christ,
how unfinished is redemption's temple.
God has promised an end of sin and
Satan, and they have come to no end. He
has promised an end of thorn and thistle,
and curse upon earth; an end of pain and
sorrow. and ofdeath, and they have come
to no end. He has promised a universal
kingdom of immortality and glory, and
no such kingdom has come. He has
promised His saints a victorious shout
over death when He shall lake them out
of their graves, but this song of triumph
has not been pcrmilled them yet.

"Must these redemptive promises
fail? Yes, if Jesus comes not Ihe second
time. But He Ivill come. Prophets sang it,
apostles said and prayed it, angels
shouted and echoed it, and Christ Him-
self pledged it to loved and loving dis-
ciples. Ask us to be silent! Suppose we
consent; we are small fry to settlc with.
Go hush the prophets; go keep the angels
still about it; go and get Paul quiet about
it; get Peter and James and John all silent
about il; go, roll back in mutc stillness to
Heaven's bosom the voice of Alpha and
Omega as He cries, 'Behold, I come
quickly'-roll it back until it is no morc
for earth 10 hear; (hen come to us and we
will be silenlloo, bUI not till then."

Remember, friends, thai probation
closes suddenly, unexpecledly. Sec The
Seventh-day Adventis! Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 7, 989. The last movements will

be very rapid. See Testimonies, vol. 9,11-
13. When the Sunday laws suddenly ap-
pear, we are either right or wrong with no
time 10 change. The Second Coming is a
blessed thought. Soon we will see Jesus.
The Second Coming should be the most
preached on of all subjects. We should
talk it, pray it, witness for it, live for ii,
and die for it if we have to.

"We have no time for dwelling on
matters that are of no importance. Our
time should be given 10 proclaiming the
last message of mercy to a guilty world.
Men are necded who move under the in-
spiration of the Spirit of God. The ser-
mons prcached by some of our ministers
will have to be much more powerful than
they are now, or many backsliders will
carry a tame, pointless message, which
lulls people to sleep. Every discourse
should be given under a sense of the
awful judgmenls soon to fall on the
world. The message of truth is to be pro-
claimed by lips touched with a live coal
from the divine altar.

"My heart is filled with anguish when
I think of the tame messages borne by
some of our ministers, when they have a
message of life and death to bear. The
minjsters are asleep; the lay members are
asleep; and a world is perishing in sin.
May God help His people to arouse and
walk and work as mcn and women on the
borders of the eternal world. Soon an
awful surprise is coming upon the inhab-
itants of the world. Suddenly, with power
and great glory, Christ will come. Then
there will be no time to prepare to meet
Him. Now is the lime for US to give the
warning message." Testimonies, vol. 8,
36-37

Where there is no vision, the people
perish. Could it be we have lost our vi-
sion of Chrisl's soon return? Could it be
we no longer understand God's gospel
commission? His finished work on earth
is a responsibility Ihat every Seventh-day
Adventist man, woman, and child must
accept as their own, or be losl. '1\nd this
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached
in all the world for a witness unto all na-
lions; and then shall the cnd come." Mat-
thcw 24:14
RON SPEAR-EDtTOR
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FromHouse to House
Will not every church act its part as

the Lord's missionary society? Every
member may do something. God's
people are to be laborers together with
Him. As they take up the work, there
will be a manifest increase of piety and
faith. There will be a greater readiness to
offer prayer and praise to God in the tes-
timony meetings held.

We see multitudcs sunken in vice and
ignorance, without hope and without
God. Yet provision has been made that
these may become children of the
heavenly King. His mercy is still linger-
ing [or them. He is inviting them, weary,
heavy-laden with sin, to come to Him for
pardon, rest, and peace. To us He has
given the message of truth, the invitation
of mercy. to bear to these perishing
souls. Shall we not act our part in ful-
filling the divine purpose, by giving
light to those who are in darkness? Let
us not wait for them 10 Come to us, but
let us go Out and search for them. Let us
devise ways and means of reaching them
and of communicating to them a knowl-
edge of the truth for this time. Let us
point them to the Lamb of God, who
taketh away the sin of the world.

Says Christ, "Ye arc the light of the
world." This applies not only to the min-
isters, but to evel)' soul to whom Christ

expressed, and the words in which they
are clothed, be such as the common
people can readily comprehend.

There arc those who can visil the
homes of the people, reading to the
members of the family on some simple,
impressive SUbject of Bible truth. By
such labor souls will be convicted and
converted. Those who do this work
should be able to read and speak with
clearness and feeling, placing the em-
phasis where it belongs.

Shall we not act our
part in fulfilling the
divine purpose, by
giving light to those
who are in darkness?

There are those who, because of
pressing home duties, may not be able to
do house-to-house work. But let them
not think that they can do nothing to
help. They can encourage those who go
out, and can give of their means to help
to sustain them.

THE LORD is calling upon His people
to take up different lines of mission-

al)' work. Those in the highways and
hedges are to hear the saving gospel mes-
sage. Church memocrs are to do evan-
gelistic work in the homes of those of
their friends and neighbors who have not
yet received full evidence of the truth.

The presentation of the truth, in love
and simplicity, from house to house, is in
harmony with the instruction that Christ
gave His disciples when He sent them
out on their first missionary tour. By
songs of praise to God, humble, heartfelt
prayers, and a simple presentation of
Bible truth in the family circle, many
will be rescued. The divine Worker will
be present to send conviction to hearts.
"1 am with you alway," is His promise.
With the assurance of the abiding pres-
ence of such a helper, we may tabor with
faith and hope and couragc.

The monotony of our service for
God needs to be broken up. Every
church member should be engaged in
some line of work for God. Let those
who are well established in the truth, go
into neighboring places, and hold meet-
ings, giving a cordial invitation to all.
Let there be in these meetings, me-
lodious songs, fervent prayers, and the
reading ofGod's Word. And let the ideas

EETIlleernl<G:l.'WMhhlitete
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has revealed Himself. In your several
churches you arc to be active, living,
Christian workers. Are you acquainted
with your neighbors? Have you the love
of Jesus? If so, you will feel an intense
interest [or the souls for whom Christ
died. Pure religion and undefiled is an
active principle. It overreaches the walls
of home. It goes forth in quest of objects
that need help. Its light flashes into the
highways and hedges, and it is seen and
felt in the larger places of the carth. 11,e
lost sheep arc searched for diligently,
and wanderers are brought back 10 the
fold.
Not all, however, who arc enrolled as

members of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church are faithful missionaries for
God. As in former years, so today I must
testify to a sad neglect of personal effort
on the part of many, both for the mem-
bers of the family and for our neighbors.
Many seem to rest perfectly easy, as if
heavenly messengers were to corne to
earth and in an audible voice proclaim
the message of warning. These idlers in
the vineyard arc virtually saying, "Am I
my brother's keeper?"

Many associate almost wholly with
those of the same faith, and feel no
duty to become acquainted with their
neighbors who are ignorant of the great
and testing truths for the last days. La-
dies who in the parlor can engage in
conversation with wonderful tact and
earnestness, shrink from pOinting the
sinner to the Lamb of God. Oh, there is
so much work to be done for souls Ihal
is left undone because it is a cross, and

Until the judgment it
will never be known
how much might
have been done

because each seeks his own amuse-
ment, and works for his own selfish in-
terest! Because of our unbelief, our
worldliness, and our indolence, blood-
bought souls in the very shadow of our
homes are dying in their sins, and
dying unwarncd.

Until the judgment it will never be
known how much might have been
done, how many plans might have been

devised, to save souls by bringing them
to the knowledge of the truth. Self-
indulgence, unwillingness to sacrifice,
and a lack of true spiritual discernment,
have led many to overlook the open
doors which they might have entered to
do a good work for the Master. Love of
ease has caused them to shun the wear-
ing of Christ's yoke, the lifting of His
burden.

Many, many, arc approaching the
day of God doing nothing, shunning re-
sponSibilities, and as the result they are
religious dwarfs. So far as work for God
is concerned, the pages of their life his-
tory present a mournful blank. As trees
in the garden of God, they are only cum-
berers of the ground, darkening with
their unproductive boughs the ground
which fruit-bearing trees might hnve oc-
cupied.

In the day of God how many will
confront us and say, 'II am lost! I am
lost! and you never warned me; you
never entreated me to come to Jesus.
Had I believed as you did, I should
have followed every judgment-bound
soul with prayers and tears and warn-
ings."

In that day the Master will demand of
His professed people, "What have you
done to save the souls of your neigh-
bors? There were many who were con-
nected with you in worldly business,
who lived close beside you, whom you
might hnve warned. \Vhy are they
among the unsaved?"

Brethren and sisters, what excuse
can you render to God for this neglect? I
would present this matter to you as it has
been presented to me; and in Ihe light
from the life of the Master, from the
cross of Calvary, I urge you to arouse. 1
entreat you to take upon your hearts the
burden of your fellow men.

No one who professes to love Jesus
can long relain the favor of God if he
[eels no interest [or sinners around him.
Those who seck merely to save their
own souls, and me indifferent to the con-
dition and destiny of their fellow men,
will fail to put forth sufficient effort to
secure their own salvation. In hiding
their talents in the earth, they are throw-
ing away their opportunities to obtain a
star-gemmed crown.

I write plainly, in the hope that
every effort may be made on the part of
all to remove from them the frown of
God. Whatever the neglect of duty, of
parents to children, or of neighbor to
neighbor, let it now be understood and

repented of. If we have sinned against
the Lord, we shall never have peace
and restoration to His favor without
full confession and reformation in re-
gard to the very things in which we
have been remiss. Not until we have
used every means in our power to re-
pair the evil, can God approve and
bless us. The path of confession is
humiliating, but it is the only way by
which we can receive strength to over-
come. All the dropped stitches may

Take on your neck
the yoke of Christ;
stretch out your
hands to 1ift His
burden

never be picked up so that our work
shall be as perfect and God-pleasing as
it should have been; but every effort
should be made to do this so far as it is
possible to accomplish it.

We have the promise, "If we confess
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness." ''l\s Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness," even so was
"the Son of man ... lifted up, that who-
soever believeth in him should not per-
ish, but have eternal life." 1 John 1:9;
John 3:14. We arc to "look and live."
Sinful and unworthy, we must cast our
helpless souls upon the merits of a
crucified and risen Saviour. Then will
God restore unto us the joy of His salva-
tion, and uphold us by His free Spirit.
Then may we teach transgressors His
way, and sinners shall be converted unto
Him.

Brethren, the Lord calls upon you to
redeem the time. Draw nigh to God.·
Take on your neck the yoke of Christ;
stretch out your hands to lift His burden.
Stir up the gift that is within you. You
wilo have had opportunities and privi-
leges to become acquainted witil the rea-
sons of our faith, use this knowledge in
giving light to others. And do not rest
satisfied with the little knowledge thm
you already have. Search the Scriptures.
Let no moment be unimproved. Dig for
the precious gems of truth as for hid
treasures, and pray for wisdom that you

Continued on 27
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TheMost Expensive Gift
T IS THE SEASON to spend mon-

ey!" Yes, the world has been very
successful in commercializing Christ-
mas. Even Christians have seemingly
forgotten the true meaning ofChristmas,
as we too have become "caught up" in all
the shopping and Christmas dinners.

Many people arc aelUally competi-
tive in their Christmas shopping, trying
to "outgivc" one another. "My gin is
more expensive than yours," is seem-
ingly the altitude of many. But in the
midst of the season's rush most people
ignore the most expensive gift of all-
God's gift to man-EternalLife.

God's plan of S<1lvation is so simple
that even a child can understand it-and
yet, because of its simplicity, it is often
misinlcrprctcd. Man is, by nmure, sclf-
centered and arrogan!. He feels the need
10 be important, to do sornclhing-or 10
help God do something-to bring about
his salvation. This feeling is in direct
conflict with God's plan and purpose.
"For by grace arc yc saved through
faith; and thai not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God: not of works, lest any man
should boas!." Ephesians 2:8-9. Sadly,
many people cannot accept salvation as
a gift of God received by simple faith.
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Unfortunately, they feel that because
salvation is free, it is too cheap. A close
study of the malter, however, will show
that salvation is the most expensive gift
in all the world, for, you see, there has
never been a gift that didn't cost the
giver. Let us briefly look at the cost of
our salvation.

I. It Cost God the F'lther All That He
IIad to Give It

It is impossible for the finite mind to
comprehend the eternal depths of God's
great sacririce when He gave Jesus to die
on the cross. "For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten
Son." loiln 3:16. "He that spmed not his
own Son, but delivered him up for US aiL"
Romans 8:32. How can anything be
added to these two verses of Scripture?
God has spared nothing in providing
man's salvation. Heaven was emptied of
God's bcst to provide our redemption;
He "spared nol his own Son," the infinite
price of redemption. Seeing then the love
of God and Ihe supreme sacrifice Ihat our
salvation cost Him, shouldn't we as
Christians seek a closer walk with Him?
Shouldn't we value our salvation a lillIe

J.W Stansell

more? And as sinners, seeing the great
love that God has shown us, isn't salva-
tion too expenSive to let it pass us by?

II. It Cost Jesus All That He IIod to
Bring It

Not only did our salvation cost God
the Father all that He had to give it, but it
also cost His Son Jesus all that He had to
bring it. "Looking unto Jesus the author
and finisher of our faith; who for the joy
that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at
the right hand of the throne of God." He-
brews 2:2. Let us consider hew much our
salvation cost Chris!. For our salvation
Jesus left the glories of heaven and came
to this sin-darkened world. Compare the
Father's palace with the stable; the eter-
nal diadem with the crown of thorns; the
scepter of righteousness with the reed of
scorn; the homage of angels wilh the
mocking, scourging, blaspheming crowd
in Pilate's hall. See the scoffers as they
look upon His bleeding face, and state the
truth. "He sHved others, Himself He can-
not save." Since He could not save bolh
Himself and us, He sacrificed Himself. Is
salvation cheap? It cost Christ all that He
had to bring it-His life's blood. The cost
is infinite. For those who would continue
to think S<1lvation cheap, let us reverently
consider the following warning: "He that
despised Moses' law died without mercy
under two or three witnesses: of how
much sorer punishment, suppose ye,
shall he be thought wonhy, who hath
trodden under foot the Son of God, and
hath counted the blood of the covenant,
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy
thing, and hath done despite unlo the
Spirit of grace?" Hebrews 10:28-29

Ill. It Costs the Christian All That
IIe lIas to Live It

Not only did our salvation COSt God
the Father all that He had to give it, and
Jesus all that He had to bring ii, but our
salvation will also cost the Christian all
Ihat he has 10 live it. TIle call 10 ChriSI is a
call to surrender Hnd comrnilmenl. Jesus
bids us surrender everything, pick up our
cross, and follow Him. 'j\nd (Jesus] said
to them all, If anyone will corne after me,
letllim deny himself, and take up his cross
daily, and follow me." Luke 9:23. Jesus
will either be Lord ofall, or not Lord at all.

J.W. Stansell, a recent convert, writes
from Pickens, South CMolina.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

"So likewise, whosoever he be of you that
forsaketh nOl all that he hath, he cannot be
my disciple." Luke 14:33

The call to Christ is also a call to
holiness. an highway shall be there,
and a way, and it shall be called The way
of holiness; the unclean shall not pass
over it; but it shall be for those: the way-
faring men, though fools, shall not err
therein." Isaiah 35:8. There are no ex-
ceptions to this call. It is nOl a call only
to pastors, evangelists, missionaries,
deacons, or a few dedicated church
workers; every Christian of every nation
is called to be holy. Hebrews 12:14;
1 Peter 1:15-16. To live a Christian life
is serious business. It is not just an ex-
perience. not just a doctrine. but it is a
life----a life that is to be lived 24 hours a
day, every day. We cannot play church
and play religion and expect to enjoy
heaven someday. When Jesus returns,
He will return for those who have kept
the commandments ofGod, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ. Revelation
12:17; 14:12. Seeing the price that our
salvation has cost God and His dear Son,
let uS determine in our hearts to cherish
our salvation, and to live the Christian
life 100 percent so Ihat we like Paul can
someday truly say. 'II have fought a good
fight, I have finished my course, I have
kept the faith." 2 TimOlhy 4:7

IV. ItWill Cost the Sinner All That
lIe lIas to Reject It

Have you ever seriously sought 10
determine your true valuc'? Just what are
you worth? Jesus declared you are worth
more than the whole world (Matthew
16:26), and to prove it He went all the
way to Calvary's blood-stained tree to
redeem you. In view of the beaten, bat-
tered, broken body of Christ, and His
poured-out blood, you are worth too
much to be lost. What a pitiful loss ifone
gains fame, wealth, power, and earthly
happiness, yet remains lost, and must
someday suffer the second death in the
lake of fire!

In Summary

There will be many gifts given this
Large sums of money will be

spent. But there will be no greater or
morc cxpensive gin given tJlan the one
God gave to man on that first Christmas.
almost 2000 years ago. The question
now is what will you do with this most
expensive gift? Ij]

1can't begin to tell you how much I
enjoy Our Firm Foundation. I sent it to
my grandson. He and his wife "fight"
over it when it comes as to who gets to
read it first. So, we all love it. Thanks for
making it so good.
-MG, washington

I have been watching "Truth for
Thday" on 3ABN and have enjoyed
every show. Every time I tune you in a
new truth is discovered or something I
already knew was explained more
clearly. I would like to request the Truth
for Todoy magazine and Bible studies.
Also the memory cards you offer.
-KC,Canada

I greatly appreciated the article in the
October issue entilled "Reformation or
Rebellion?" by Colin Standish. I have
made some extra copies of it to give or
send to friends and relatives.

This article greatly reassures me as to
the motives and purpose of Hope Inter-
national and its organ, Our Firm Foun-
dation. Almost every other reform
movement of the past 30 years has, by its
caustic criticism, either sought to tear
down the church instead of building it
up, or has had that effecl. These "re-
formers" have called the church Baby-
lon, and have advised its members to
"come out of heL" This I know [rom
experience. Such a eall proved to me its
spurious nature....

I have every reason to believe that
the movement being sponsored by Hope
International is genuine and has been or-
dained of God, in fulfillment of His
promise in IS<1iah 58, Malachi 4, and
elsewhere. May the Lord help you to
keep up the good work.
-RO,Orcgon

Please send me the "camera-ready
ad copy" and 100 Bible study enroll-
menl cards [or the Truth for Today Bible
School. 1 have just moved here, and for
the size of this community it seems the
Adventist Cilurch should be a lot bigger.
... I have dreams of seeing the church
here filII.
-CW, South Carolina

Just a word from a fellow pastor to
thank you for the positve and uplifting
approaCh which you arc laking in Our
Firm Foundation.

I do not have the time to read much
more than what I need to prepare for my
sermons and the seminars which I offcr
my church, but your magazine is one
which I make it a point to study.

So much of that which is coming into
our homes even from those who purport
to be Seventh-day Adventists is a!laek-
ing and negative toward the church or its
leaders. I recognize that we are not per-
fect, but I believe that we ought to deal
with the issues, nOlthe issuers. Your edi-
torial poliCy seems to follow a straight
course in dealing with issues which arc
relevant to our needs.

I especially appreciate your empha-
sis on the Spirit of Prophecy, for I find in
it the answers to our last-day needs.
-Pastor

I am concerned about some o[ tile
pomaits of Christ that have been pUI in
Our Firm Foundation. Here are some
quotations that have drawn my interest
to the subject: •'To make an image of
God dishonors Him." 1I1e Sevell/h-day
Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 4.
1145. "Looking upon Christ in human-
ity, we look upon God." Ibid., vol. 5,
1130. "We need not any external repre-
sentations of the person of Chrisl." The
Publishing Ministry, 220
-RS, Washington

This subject will be dealt with in a
future article.-EDITORS

We are reading the materials you sent
us, and asking God to guide us. The
phone conversation we had with you
was a tremendous blessing. and through
prayer and study God has made the way
plain. My husband saw very clearly tllat
God's church is not Babylon. I went to
sec the lady who was reading 's
material. She too S<1W the light and threw
his things in the rubbish and is following
God's way. God saved us all and put us
back on the right traCk.
-1M, Massachusetts
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Our Privilege in Service
Go YE THEREFORE, and teach all

nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to ob-
serve all things whatsoever r have com-
manded you: and, 10, r am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world."
Matthew 28:19-20

Thus Christ has promised to guide,
comfon, and sustain His people. He de-
clares, "r will be with you in your work
of persuading men and women to be
My disciples." The Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit have pledged them-
selves to aid you in your unselfish ef-
fOrls to tum men from unrighteousness
to righteousness, from darkness to the
light of truth.

The commission given to the dis-
ciples is given to us. The power prom-
ised to them is promised also to us. But
have we fulfilled the commission? Have
we placed ourselves where God can
give us the power that He gave the dis-
ciples, power which enabled them to
preach the gospel so mightily that thou-
sands were converted in a day? How
can we expect the approval of Heaven
while we leave our fellow beings un-
warned? Our people in the home field
have not felt as they should the re-
sponsibility of working for their neigh-
bors. They have not prayerfully taken
up the work lying before them. Earnest,
sanctified efforts have not been put
forth for those in America who ate un-

enlightened. In this field there are many
unworked cities, many places that
should be made centers of truth.

The Need of the Hour

God's people should no longer fail to
comprehend the needs of the present
time. Every hour has its imponance.
They should see the need of standing in
their lot and place, and of putting their
powers to the stretch in doing their ap-
pointed work. Why are there so many
idlers among those professedly engaged
in the Lord's service? Every soul may
catch the divine fervor. How can these
idlers afford to hoard their wealth of
knowledge and experience, while pre-
cious souls are out of the fold?

My brother, my Sister, all your phys-
ical and mental and spiritual powers are
God's gifts. Use them wisely. Develop
the capabilities that the Lord has given
you. Let every power of body and mind
be used in earnest, willing service for
God. We need the deep moving of the
Holy Spirit. All along the way we see
souls dropping out of the ranks. Why?-
Because they are not yoked up with
Christ. United with Him, we are safe in
any peril. Faith cleaves to Him, twining
about Him. The promise is fulfilled, "Let
him take hold of my strength, that he
may make peace with me; and he shall
make peace with me." Isaiah 27:5

Divine wisdom is at our command.
"If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask
of God, that giveth to all men liberally,
and upbraideth not; and it shall be given
him. But let him ask in faith, nothing
wavering." James 1:5-6. The Lord Jesus
is waiting for His people to feel their
need ofHis grace. When they draw near
to Him, He will draw near to thel"o by
His power supplying all their needs. As
they become one with Him, they receive
the riches of His grace. They follow in
His footsteps, helping those who need
help, lifting up the hands that hang
down, strengthening the feeble knees,
and directing the gaze to Him who gave
His life for the life of the world.

Perils in the Closing Work

The coming of the Lord is nearer
than when we first believed. What a
wonderful thought it is that the great
controversy is nearing its end! In the
closing work we shall meet with perils
that we know not how to deal with; but
let us not forget that the three great
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Are you individually workers together with
God? If not, why not? When do you mean to
do your Heaven-appointed work?

powers of heaven are working, that a
divine hand is on the wheel, and that
God will bring His purposes to pass. He
will gather from the world a people who
will serve Him in righteousness.

Fearful perils are before those who
bear responsibilities in the Lord's work,
perils the thought of which makes me
tremble. But the word comes, "My hand
is on the wheel, and in My providence I
will carry out the divine plan."

Whom He Chooses

The Lord will call young men from
the humble walks of life into His serv-
ice, just as He did when living in per-
son on this earth. He passed by the
learned rabbis, to choose as His first
disciples humble, unlearned fishermen.
He has workers whom He will call
forth from poverty and obscurity. En-
gaged in the common duties of life, and

clothed with coarse raiment, they are
looked upon by men as of little worth.
But they will become precious jewels,
to shine brightly for the Lord. "They
shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts,
in that day when I make up my jewels."
Malachi 3:17

Christ's perfect knowledge of hu-
man nature fits Him to deal with minds.
He knows just how to treat each soul. He
judges not as man judges. He knows the
real value of the material upon which He
is working. He will give wisdom and
knowledge to those who are willing to
be controlled by the Holy Spirit, willing
to be doers of the Word, and not hearers
only, willing to uplift Christ before the
world.

On the Saviour's coronation day He
will not acknowledge as His any who
bear spot or wrinkle. But to His faithful
ones He will give crowns of immortal
glory. Those who would not that He
should reign over them will see Him sur-
rounded by the army of the redeemed,
each bearing the sign, THE LORD OUR

RIGHTEOUSNESS. They will see the
head once crowned with thorns crowned
with a diadem of glory.

In that day the redeemed will shine
forth in the glory of the Father and the
Son. The angels of heaven, touching
their golden harps, will welcome the
lGng and His trophies of victory-those
who have been washed and made white
in the blood of the Lamb. A song of tri-
umph will peal forth, filling all heaven.
Christ has conquered. He enters the
heavenly courts accompanied by His re-
deemed ones, the witnesses that His mis-
sion of suffering and sacrifice has not
been in vain.

Will You Accept His OlTer?

You may be weak, erring, sinful, but
the Lord holds out to you the offer of
partnership with Himself. He wants you
to come under divine instruction. Unit-

ing with Christ, you can work the works
of God. It is His righteousness that goes
before us, and the glory of the Lord that
is our rearward. Ye churches of the living
God, study this promise, and think how
your lack of faith, of spirituality, of
divine power, is hindering the coming of
the kingdom of God. If you should go
forth to do Christ's work, angels of
heaven would go before you, preparing
hearts to receive the gospel. Were every
one of you a living missionary, the mes-
sage for this time would speedily be pro-
claimed in all countries, to every people
and nation and tongue. This is the work
that must be done before Christ shall
come in power and great glory. Are you
individually workers together with God?
If not, why not? When do you mean to
do your Heaven-appointed work? I!!I

RCl'icwandHcra/d, May 5,1903

Melange
Bob Vun Kannon

SUbject: Deafness From Diet

Bottolll Line, May 15, 1988, page 7,
notes that aocording to research per-
formed by Dr. Harold C. Pillsbury, an
otOlaryngOlogist of the University of
North Carolina, deafness can be brought
on by a high-fat diet and high blood pres-
sure. The theory is that a fatty diet
decreases blood circulation to the inner
ear, rendering it more vulnerable to injury.

It is a known principle of physiology
that for any organ to he healthy it must
be immersed in a flowing stream of
healthy blood. This provides the organ
with nutrients and removes waste pro-
ducts. Any condition, such as high blood
pressure, which decreases circulation,
will adversely affect the longevity of the
organs of the body.

Subject: Walk for Healthy Bones

Better Nutrition, April 1988, page 9,
notes just eating calcium-bearing foods
is no guarantee of getting your bones to
retain the calcium. Osteoporosis, a
greatly weakened bone structure caused
by lack ofcalcium in the bones, is a com-
mon condition among people whose diet
does not included enough calcium.

But diet alone is not a total answer.
"While dietary calcium is important to
get the bones to retain calcium, you also
have to have hormones and you have to
exercise.' ,

For most people walking is the best
exercise possible.

Subject: Diet and Colds

Health, vol. 3, no. 2, 1988, page 15.
Dr. zand states, "In my clinical ex-
perience, assuring proper digestion is
the first step towards maintaining a
healthy immune system. It is no accident
that I see the highest numbers of patients
with colds and influenza after the Christ-
mas holidays, when traditionally we in-
dulge in dietary excesses."
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Annual Council 1973/1974
Appeals

D UmNG THE Annual Councils of 1973 and 1974, tlie assembled leaders of Ihe
world church fell the special presence of llie Holy Spiril. These councils were

characterized by an atmosphere of repentance, confession, prayer, and recommitment
to the lask ofheralding the Advent message to every kindred, tongue, and people.

A special appeal to the church as a whole waspublished attlie close ofeach oflhese
couNcils, and they later appeared logether, along with an introduction by then General
Conference president Robert H. Pierson, in a small pamplllel emitledAnnual Council
Appeals. In his introdu.ction to these earnest words from o"r I\Jorld leadership, Elder
Pierson said:

UBrethren and sisters, the time is long Dverdue[or this church to move into line and
in dead earnest seek the Lord for the experience that will prepare liS to receive the lat-
ter rain, finish the work, and behold Jesus at His second advent. Compromise and sin
must go! Christlikeness in our characters must be our constant goal.

"The experience we need musl go deep-very deep. 111l1l1S1 be a tllorough 1V0rk of
repentance for sin and a forsaking of SilL Consecration and commitment services atAn-
nual Councils and in the churches are but a good beginning. The only power that will
be sufficient is Ihe power of the Holy Spiril revealing Ihe scenes ofCalvary before us
daily so vividly Ihat we hale Ihe sin Ihal placed IheSon ofGod IIpon Ille cross. ThaI view
olCalvary must be so penetrating that it will lead us not only to hate sin bllt to loathe it
10 Ihe extenllhat we will forsake il.

"Ministers, teachers, medical, educational, and publishing workers, office work-
ers, literature evangelists, and every other denominational worker, every church mem-
ber, throughout the field-let liS 'come into line.' have sinned! Too many olus are
not living up to all that we know to be right. Let us confess Ollr sins and ill sincere.
heartfelt repentance seekforgivelless, reconciliation, and lasting restoration."

We are Ihankfulfor leaders able and willing to clearly call for such decided action.
The need ofrevival and reformation, IInforwnatel» is with 11$ still. In the spirit a/those
who first penned and circulated these appeals, we reprint them here for the encourage-
menl and blessing oftile members ofGod's Remnant Cllurch-EOITORS
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WEBELIEVE THAT Ihe reIurn of
Jesus has been long delayed, IhaI

the reasons for the delay are not
wrapped in mysteries, and that the pri-
mary consideration before the Seventh-
day Adventist Church is to reorder its
priorilies individually and corporately so
that our Lord's return may be hastened.

We are not the first leaders in Ad-
ventist history to feel the urgency of pre-
paring the church for the fullness of the
"latter rain" experience, the "loud cry of
the third angel's message," and the tri-
umphal return of the awaited Lord.
Often God's special messenger to Ihe
remnant people made this appeal. Espe-
cially specific were her words written in
1892:
"The loud cry of Ihe third angel has

already begun in the revelation of the
righteousness of Chrisl, the sin-pardon-
ing Redeemer. This is the beginning of
Ihe light of the angel whose glory shall
fill the whole earth."-Chrisl Our Righl-
eousness, 56. This statemenl is an in-
spired declaration that the fulfilling of
Revelation 18:1-4, in which "another
angel" joins Ihe three angels of Revela-
tion 14:6-12 in lightening the whole



The cause of present truth was founded in
self-denial and self-sacrifice.... We need to
take heed lest we outgrow the simple,
self-sacrificing spirit that marked our work in
its early years

earth with their glory, had begun. In the
four years following the historic Min-
neapolis General Conference, the fresh,
compelling emphasis on "righteousness
by faith" had aroused the Adventist
Church in such a way that Ellen White
could say that the "loud cry" had begun!

One qucstion. therefore, has over-
shadowed all other subjects at this 1973
Annual Council: What has happened to
the message and experience that by 1892
had brought the beginning of earth's
final message of warning and appeal?

Although in our earnest search (or
answers we have no disposition to blame
those to whom the message first came,
nor those who have led in the work from
then until now, we have been determined
to discover any pitfalls in our past his-
tory that may be avoided today and to
profit by such lessons.

But morc than all else we nrc per-
suaded that it is the presclll experience
that is of primmy concern-I he way
from past inadequacy to rapid triumph.
It has been "latter rain" lime (or many
years.

We arc not unaware of tile [aci that
all through our ranks many of OUT mem-
bers enjoy a rich, victorious experience.
They have received the early-rain ex-
perience and arc rejoicing in the Lord.
But this is no cause (or complacency or
exaltation. As a body the church still is
in the Laodicean condition as set (orth
by the True Witness in Revelation 3:14-
19. Therefore, in attempting to find the
specific present causes for failure and
delay, the council has nOled three main
factors:

1. Leaders and people have not fully
accepted as a personal message Christ's
analysis and appeal to the Laodiccans
(Revelation 3:14-22).

2. Leaders and people arc in some
ways disobedient 10 divine directives,
both in personal experience and in the
conduct of the church's commission.

3. Leaders and people have not yet
finished the church's task.

Response to the Lnodicean Message

Because the laller-rain experience
has not yet come, delegates at this An-
nual Council have been driven to the
conclusion that Ihe message of Christ 10
the Laodiceans has not been clearly un-
derstood or adcquately hecded. The cli-
max of the sequence of events predicted
in the (ollowing quolation has not been
rcacllcd, indicating that there is yel need

for a people to fulfill the requirements of
the True Witness: "Those who come up
to every point, and stand every tcst, and
overcome, be the price what it may, have
heeded the counsel of the True Witness,
and they will receive Ihe latter rain, and
thus be fitted for translation." Testimo-
nies, vol. 1, 187

The message to Laodicca involves a
personal relationship to Jesus Christ that
will produce a quality people, a conquer-
ing people, a people who, in Christ's
own words, will conquer "as I myself
conquered." Revclation 3:21, RSv. This
message will produce a people whom
God can set forth without embarrass-
ment as exhibits of those who "keep the
commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus" (Revelation 14:12, RSV), a
people who have learned through cx-

perience that all goodness is a result of
being sustained by divine power. Such
people can be entrusted with special
power because they will usc it the way
Jesus used power; indeed, in all aspects
of li(e they will renect the character of
Jesus.

Becoming. Jesus in word and
deed is the goal of the process called
"righteousness by faith": "The right-
eousness ofChrist is not a cloak to cover
unconfessed and un[orsaken sin; it is a
principle of life tl1at transforms the
character and controls the conduct. Holi-
ness is wholeness for God; il is the entire
surrender of heart and life to the indwell-
ing of the principles o( heaven." rhe
Desire ofAges, 555-556

As delegates to this Annual Council
we believe that this is the heart of the
church's need-understanding and ex-
periencing all that is meant by the phrase
"righteousness by faith." Such right-
eousness is God's will lived out by con-
tinual faith in His power. God is waiting
(or a generation of Adventists who will
demonstrate thm His way of life can
truly be lived on earth, that Jesus did not
scI an example beyond the reach of His

followers, that His grace "is able to keep
you from falling and to present you
without blemish." Jude 24, RSV

Each member of the Laodicean
church needs more than a theoretical
knowledge or even a proof-text knowl-
edge of the Word. He needs a genuine
and complete surrender of the life and
will to the divine authority of the Bible
and of the Spirit of Prophecy-a sur-
render that may well call for revolution-
ary changes in personal li(estyles and in
denominational policies and practices.
Every member must recognize that he
has a part in either hastening or delaying
the coming of Christ. Says God's ser-
vant: "When the character of Christ shall
be perfectly reproduced in His people,
then He will come to claim them as His
own." Christ's Object Lessons, 69

Disobedient to Divine Directives

As church leaders at this Annual
Council we have faced honestly the fact
that there arc inconsistencies between
the church's preaching and its practices,
and to allow these inconsistencies to
continue will automatically delay the
completion of the church's mission and
the coming of Chrisl.

God has in love sent to the Seventh-
day Adventist Church inspired counsels
that illuminate and apply the words o(
Scripture. These counsels cover about
every conceivable (aeet of Christian ex-
perience and witness. As Seventh-day
Adventists we cannot plead ignorance of
God's will concerning His expectations,
either (or the individual or for the
church. If we ignore or reject God's
counsels, this may well be defined as an
act of insubordination, which will affect
our relation to the coming of the Lord. In
the words of God's servant: "We may
have to remain here in this world be-
cause of insubordination many more
years, as did the children of Israel."
Evangelism, 696
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God cannot send the Spirit in His fullness
while people disregard the counsels He has
graciously sent through that same Spirit,
the Spirit of Prophecy

At this Annual Council small study
groups of church leaders have earnestly
examined areas of possible failure to fol-
low divine counsel. They have pointed
up the necd for greatcr care in Sabbath
obscrvance, in stewardship of God's
gifts, in guarding the avenues of the soul,
and in practicing the broad and specific
principles of healthful living. On the lat-
ter question they have taken seriously the
inspired statement: "TIllS is a work that
will have to be done before His [God's]
people can stand before Him a perfected
people." Testimonies, vol. 9, 154
These study groups also have

pointed to evidences of sagging moral-
ity, including a more casual attitude

toward divorce and remarriage. Concern
has been expressed over the increasing
tendency to imitate the world in dress
and ornamentation.

These study groups have examined
the whole spectrum of Seventh-day Ad-
ventist institutional work and have
pointed to evidences thal some institu-
tions in various respects arc losing their
distinctive character as instrumentalities
for the funherance of God's work on
eanh. (See Fundamentals of Christian
Education, 351.) While earnest efforts
have been made to reform, it is recog-
nized that as institutions grow larger, the
difficulty of reforming is greater.

It is recognized that in an age of
growing social consciousness and
change, Adventist institutions may be-
come involved in worthy endeavors in
which the world also participates, while
neglecting that work which only the
church of the remnant can do. See Re-
view and Herald, November 26, 1970
One of the greatest threats to our in-

stitutions of higher learning is seen in the
counterfeit philosophies and theologies
that may be unconsciously absorbed in
worldly institutions by our future teach-
ers and brought back as the "wine" of
Babylon to Adventist schools (Revela-
tion 14:8-10; 18:1-4).
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It is recognized that a constant threat
to spirituality grows out of increasing
creature comforts, rising standards of
living, and a desire for remuneration
equal to that offered by the world. Wrote
God's servant: "The cause of present
truth was founded in self-denial and self-
sacrifice.... We need to take heed lest
we outgrow the 'simple, self-sacrificing
spirit that marked our work in ils early
years." Selected Messoges, book 2, 197

As the Annual Council has reviewed
these and other aspects of the lives of
God's people and the institutions of the
church, it has raised the question as to
whether much of this represents insub-
ordination to the authority and will of

God so clearly expressed through His
Word and the writings of the Spirit of
Prophecy. Without altempting to pin-
point areas of insubordination, the coun-
cil pleads with God's people everywhere
to respond to the appeal for revival and
reformation-to make whatever changes
may be necessary to enable the church to
represent Christ adequately and fulfill its
unique mission.

Finishing the Church's Task

As delegates to Ihis Annual Council
we are much aware of one factor that
delays the coming of Christ: the un-
finished task of carrying the three an-
gels' messages to the entire world (Rev-
elation 14 and 18). We believe that Mrs.
White made dear that Christ cannot
come until the entire world has had a fair
opportunity to hear God's saving mes-
sage. For example, she wrote: "Had the
purpose of God been carried out by His
people in giving to the world the mes-
sage of mercy, ChrisI would, ere this,
have come." Testimonies, vol. 6, 450

God was willing to bring His work to
a swift triumph following 1844, in 1888,
and again in 1901 (among other times).
Why then the delay? What can be done
now?

In response to this question, the dele-
gates at this 1973 Annual Council ex-
tend the following appeal to all workers
and members throughout the world. The
appeal is threefold and yet it is one:

1. Without fun her delay open the
heart's door fully to the waiting, plead-
ing Saviour (Revelation 3:20). Admit
Jesus as the absolute Ruler of the life.
Let Him enter the heart to transform it
and to rule. Under the influence of the
"early rain," live up to all the light you
have. Put into practice all the counsel
God has given you.

2. Forsake the spirit of insubordina-
tion that too long has influenced in-
dividual and church decisions. This will
prepare the way for the renewal of the
"latter rain" that has been delayed since
the earlier years of our history, for God
cannot send the Spirit in His fullness
while people disregard the counsels He
has graciously sent through that same
Spirit, the Spirit of Prophecy.

3. Make a new commitment to the
church's task of reaching eanh's billions
with the three angels' messages. This
commitment will call for personal dedi-
cation, for personal witnessing, for per-
sonal sacrifice. Moreover, it will call for
deep intercession with God on the pan
of each member, a pleading with God for
the "Ialter rain" of the Holy Spirit'S
power for effectual, convincing, loving
witness in deed and word.

We believe that all heaven is ready to
do great exploits on behalf of the church
that bears God's last call of mercy. We
believe that God has wonderful surprises
in store for every church member who
commits himself completely to
Heaven's plan for a perfected people-a
people that will reflect the image of
Jesus fully.

That a genuine revival will come is
clear from the following statement:
"Before the final visitation of God's
judgments upon the eanh there will be
among the people of the Lord such a re-
vival of primitive godliness as has not
been witnessed since apostolic times.
TI,e Spirit and power of God will be
poured out upon His children." The
Great Controversy, 464. That Satan will
endeavor to prevent this revival is also
clear: "The enemy of souls desires to
hinder this work; and before the lime for
such a movement shall come, he will en-
deavor to prevent it by introducing a
counterfeit. In those churches which he
can bring under his deceptive power he
will make it appear that God's special



If the church is to advance in spirituality to
fulfill its divine mission, Christ and His
righteousness must be held up continually
before our people

blessing is poured out; there will be
manifest what is thought to be great re-
ligious interest." Ibid. If the fast-spread-
ing charismatic movement in the world
today is the false revival forecast by
God's Spirit, clearly the time must be
near for God to pour out the latter rain
upon His remnant people.

Therefore, we appeal to our church
members everywhere to join hands with
conference workers and church officers
in a great revival and reformation that
will enable God to reveal His power and
glory to a needy, desperate world. With
all the solemnity that we can command,
we appeal to every member to study
God's Word earnestly, to seck first the

kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and to pray for the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit for a finished task. Sec Tes-
timonies to Ministers, 506-512

Time is short. "Therefore be ye also
ready: for in such an hour as ye think not
the Son of man cometh." Mallhew
24:44; sec also Testimonies, vol. 6, 496;
Selected Messages, book 1,67

The 1974 Appeal

At the 1973 Annual Council the
Holy Spirit overshadowed the assemb-
ly, refreshing the hearts of the delegates
and producing a deep longing for God.
A spirit of revival was fClt, and the need
for reformation was seen. As a resull of
this solemn experience, the delegates
issued ''An Earnest Appeal" to the
members of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church throughout the world. The ap-
peal acknowledged that the church is in
the Laodieean condition (sec Revela-
tion 3:14- 22), that the character of
Christ has nOl been "perfeelly repro-
duced in His people, Cllrist's Object
Lessons, 69, "that the return of Jesus
has been long delayed, ... and that the
primary consideration before the
Seventh-day Adventist Church is to re·
order its priorities individually and cor-

porately so that our Lord's return may
be hastened."

The response to this earnest appeal
has been impressive in many pMts of the
world. Ministers have used the appeal as
the basis for sermons; and in some areas
workers' meetings have been devoted to
a study of the issues raised in this appeal.
As a result, members everywhere have
joined church leaders in the conviction
that the Advent movement'S first prior-
ity mllst be spiritual and theological, not
organizational. Even if we construct an
ideal global enterprise, utilizing the
finest of modern business principles, we
may fail in our mission if we do not un-
derstand clearly how the church is to

reach the world with its distinctive mes-
sage. The church's mission depends on
correct theology.

Clear, simple truth will call forth a
distinctive Christian experience and life-
style. When people understand what
God expects them to do they arc more
apt to co-operate and fulfill His desires.

As delegates to tltis Annual Council,
we believe that the spirit of individual
and corporate repentance that resulted in
the call by the 1973 Annual Council for
revival and reformation must continue to
be felt around the world; also that the
condition of the church described in the
1973 appeal is still accurate, and that the
need for revival, repentance, and refor-
mation remains.

But if the church is to advance in
spirituality to fulfill ils divine mission,
Christ and His righteousness must be
held up continually before our people,
and the entire membership must under-
stand clearly that God is seeking to pre-
pare a people who "keep the command-
ments of God, and the faith of Jesus"
(Revelation 14:12). Such people will
have accepted the message to the Laodi-
eeans from the "faithful and true wit-
ness:' "Those who come up to every
point, and stand every test, and over-
come, be the price what it may, have

heeded the counsel of the True Witness,
and they will receive the laner rain, and
thus be fined for translation." Testimo-
nies, vol. 1, 187

Such people will have discovered joy
and peace in knowing through ex-
perience that the Christian's good works
are a result of being sustained by divine
power, that the "faith of Jesus" produces
the character of Jesus.

Such people will have contributed to
the vindication of the character of God
and the final work of setlling the great
controversy: "The honor of God, the
honor of Christ, is involved in the per-
fection of the character of His people."
Tile Desire ofAges, 671. "The Saviour
was deeply anxious for His disciples to
understand for what purpose His divin-
ity was united to humanity. He came to
the world to display the glory of God,
that man might be uplifted by its restor-
ing power. God was manifested in Him
that He might be manifested in them.
Jesus revealed no qualities, and exer-
cised no powers, that men may not have
through faith in Him. His perfect
humanity is that which all His followers
may possess, if they will be in subjection
to God as He was." Ibid., 664. Th make
this glorious promise a reality in the
believer's life "Christ has given His
Spirit as a divine power to overcome all
hereditary and cultivated tendencies to
evil, and to impress His own character
upon His church." Ibid., 671. The provi-
sion is complete. We are not left alone.
"God's ideal for His children is higher
than the highest human thought can
reach. 'Be ye therefore perfect, even as
your Father which is in heaven is per-
feel.' This command is a promise. The
plan of redemption contemplates our
complete recovery from the power of
Satan. Christ always separates the con-
trite soul from sin. He came to destroy
the works of the devil, and He has made
provision that the Holy Spirit shall be
imparted to every repentant soul, to keep
him from sinning." Ibid., 311

The manner of lire of God's people,
seen in their home, neighborhcxx1, and
occupational circles, will dcmonstrate
that God is all-wise, loving, and just in
thc way He govcrns the universe:
"The Lord desires through His

people to answcr Satan's charges by
showing (he result of obedience to right
principles....
"The purpose which God seeks to

accomplish through His people today is
the same that He desired to accomplish
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Jesus spent much of His life studying the Word
and praying to His Father for strength, and
those who "keep the commandments of God,
and the faith of Jesus" can do no less

through Israel when He brought them
forth out of Egypt. By beholding the
goodness, the mercy, the justice, and
the love of God revealed in the church,
the world is to have a representation of
His character. And when the law of
God is thus exemplified in the life,
even the world will recognize the supe-
riority of those who love and fear and
servc God above every other people on
the earth.... It is His purpose that
those who practice His holy precepts
shall be a distinguished people. To the
peoplc of God today as well as to an-
cient Israel belong the words written by
Moses through the Spirit of Inspira-
tion: 'Thou art an holy people unto the
Lord thy God: the Lord thy God hath
chosen thee to be a special people unto
himself, above all people that are upon
the faoe of the earth' (Deuteronomy
7:6)." Testimonies, vol. 6,11-12

As church leaders we fecI deeply that
"the image of Jesus" must be reDected
clearly not only in the personal lives of
church members but also in Adventist
sermons, Adventist literature, and Ad-
ventist institutions-schools, hospitals,
and publishing houses. The answer to
the query What is different about the
Adventist way? should be obvious to all
who come in contact with any aspect of
the remnant church. The Adventist goal
is primarily quality rather than quantity.
Such a goal is reached not by merely
doing what other organizations can do

equally well, whether sueh effort be in
health care, education, welfare, or even
sermons in evangelistic meetings or on
Sabbath mornings. Whatever an Ad-
ventist does should be distinctively
different: "God has ordained that His
work shall be presented to the world in
distinct, holy lines. He desires His
people to show by their lives the advan-
tage of Christianity over worldliness. By
His graec every provision has been made
for US in all our transaction ofbusi ness to
demonstrate the superiority of heaven's
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principles over the principles of the
world. We are to show that we are work-
ing upon a higher plane than that of
worldlings." Ibid., vol. 7, 142

The only way by which denomi-
national institutions, or individual pro-
fessional services in whatever field, can
produce such an impact upon the world
is first to realize that nothing less than
distinctive Christlikeness-apparent and
inescapable to all-is their reason for ex-
istence, and then to employ only those
people who can contribute to this pri-
mary reason for establishing Adventist
institutions. In the final analysis. it is
people who are to "reDect the image of
Jesus fully." Early Writings, 71

Therefore, we appeal to our mem-
bers everywhere to consider carefully to
what extent they are allowing the Holy
Spirit to mold their lives, how com-
milled they are to overcoming all sin by
God's grace, how seriously they are
looking to Jesus as their example in all
things. We are well aware that those rep-
resented by the five foolish virgins (see
Matthew 25) include Seventh-day Ad-
ventists in good and regular sianding,
even church members who know well
the Bible texts to support distinctive Ad-
ventist doctrines. These "foolish vir-
gins" are not hypocrites. They know
much abow God, but they know very
little of Him as a personal Lord who
came to "save his people [rom their sins"
(Matthew 1:21).

The wise bridesmaids represent
those who allow biblical principles to
shape their lives. Whether it be a better
health program so that they can be more
useful in God's servioe, more clear-
minded in separating truth from error; or
a deeper commitment to Sabbath rever-
ence and stewardship of God's material
blessings; or a closer examination of
those inDuences that bombard the ear or
eye and tend to contaminate the SOUl, Ihe
wise bridesmaids make a daily habil of
allowing the Bible and the Spiril of

Prophecy to be the standard for all con-
duct. The question of Why not? is raised
less and less as the wise bridesmaids face
life's deeisions with a joyful Yes to
whatever God asks.

We appeal to all to make serious Bible
study, meditation, and prayer an integral
pan of every day's program. We urge
faithful study of the Sabbath school les-
sons and a systematic reading of the writ-
ings of Ellen G. White, especially Iile
Desire ofAges, Christ's Object Lessons,
and Steps to Christ. Jesus spent much of
His life studying the Word and praying to
His Father for strength, and thooe who
"keep the commandments of God, and
the faith of Jesus" can do no less.

Furthermore, Christ-rellecting lives
are essential to the gospel outreach. The
more a church member becomes like
Christ in charactcr, the more gracious,
winsome, and genuinely helpfUl he will
be in his general soul-winning activities,
especially in his relationships within his
own home and neighborhood. When a
generation of Seventh-day Adventists is
truly serious about becoming exhibits of
what God's grace can do, the moment of
final decision by the whole world for or
against God will not be long delayed.

That moment of final decision for
mankind the world over, often called the
c100e of probation, is long overdue. God
has wanted to complete His work on
earth at several significant moments since
1844, but many of His people have failed
to understand what He waits for; others
have been unwilling to co-operate. In
1879 Ellen White wrote: "Because the
lime is apparently extended, many have
beoome eareless and indifferent in regard
to their words and aetions. They do not
realize their danger and do nOI see and
understand the merey of our God in
lengthening their probation, that they
may havc time to form charactcrs for the
fulure, immortalli[e. Every moment is of
the highest value. Time is granted them,
not to be employed in studying their own
ease and becoming dwellers on the earth,
but to be used in the work ofovercoming
every defect in their own characlcrs and
in helping others, by example and per-
sonal effon, to see the beauty of holiness.
God has a people upon the earth who in
faith and holy hope are tracing down the
roll of fast-fulfilling prophecy and are
seeking to purify their souls by obeying
the truth, that they may not be found
without the wedding garment when
Christ shall appear." Testimonies, vol. 4,
306-307



The question, Why do we keep Him waiting?
should hover over every Adventist home, over
every church meeting, large or small

We solemnly appeal to our church
leaders and members everywhere to
think carefully as to whether they are
hindering or hastening the return of
Jesus. OUf Lord is waiting to intervene
in behalf of His church in ways beyond
human comprehension, to open doors
that will remain closed to human
fort-beth in the personal lives of dedi-
cated church members and in the break-

through of public evangelism that will
one day startle the world with its clear-
ness and power.

The question, Why do we keep Him
waiting?should hover over every Advenl-
ist home, over every Church meeting,large
or small. We believe that God is willing to
do through this gcncr<llion what He has
wanted 10 do for many decades. We

believe that He ought to be given the op-
portunity to show through His people
today that His grace is sufficient 10 keep
men from falling (sec Jude 24), that men
and women living amidst temptation and
sin can conquer even as Jesus conquered
(see Revelation 3:21), and that His way of
life produces the happiest, kindest, most
trustworthy pcople on earth.

The urgency of this very late hour, the

distress of our world, the [act that many
arc "looking wistfully lownrd heaven,"
and the dwindling days of each person's
own probation cry out for a people who
will arise to its task and shine. The chal-
lenge oECoct, issued through Ihe prophet
Isaiah, is: Shine, [or thy light is
come, and the glory of Ihe Lord is risen
upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shall

cover the earth, and gross darkness thc
people: but the Lord shall arise upon
thee, and his glory shall be seen upon
thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy
light, and kings to the brightness of thy
rising" (Isaiah 60:1-3).

As delegates to this 1974 Annual
Council, we believe that the Laodicean
message is addressed in a special way to
leaders of the church. Therefore, with all
the earnestncss that we can command,
we appeal to all whom God has placed in
positions of leadership in the General
Conference, in the world divisions, un-
ions, confercnces, missions, institutions,
and in our ehurches to lead workers and
members into the kind of deep spiritual
experience that will enable them 'Ito re-
flect the image of Jesus fully." This ex-
perience will make leadership truly ef-
fective in the proclamation of the "ever-
lasting gospel ... to every nation, and
kindred, and longuc, and people" (Rev-
elation 14:6). When the Lord's servants
thus bind themselves "to live as Christ
himself lived" (1 John 2:6, NEB), the
day when the Holy Spirit shall be felt in
total laller-rain power will be hastened,
Ihe earth will be lightened with the glory
of the angel of Rcvelation 18, and Jesus
will come according to His blessed
promise. Iii!l

.-------ReligiousLibertyUpdate-------,
Ominous Shift: A unanimous Su-

preme Court made Jefferson's metaphor
the law of the land. To preserve the wall
of separation betwccn church and state,
it began striking down laws authorizing
prayer recitation and Bible reading in
public schools, requiring the posting of
the len Commandments on classroom
walls, providing federal aid for parochial
school students and requiring the teach-
ing of "creationism." Now a Supreme
Court majority appears ready to aban-
don Jefferson's wall of separation be-
tween church and state. On the last day
of its 1988 term, the court signaled a
shift that may pave the way for new fed-
eral aid for day care in churches, state
funding for parochial schools and per-
haps the return of prayer in public
schools. Legal conservatives have often
scoffed at "Jefferson's misleading meta-
phor" as nothing morc than ,I sign of Ihc
hostility toward religion. Los Angeles
Tillles, July 10, 1988

Inconsistent: Evangelicals were
shocked that the Reagans, who identify
themselves with conservative Chris-
tianily, consulted a stargazer 10 influence
his schedule. Christianity Today, July
15, 1988

Radieal Push: The Free Congress
Research and Education Foundation
teamed up with the conservative Heri-
tage Foundation to propose "Issues '88:
A Platform for America." The three-
volume treatise offers strategy and tac-
tics to unilc social, religious and political
forces to achieve its goals. Overturning
the Roe H decision allowing abor-
tion, allowing stalCS to require prayer in
public schools, mandating church in-
volvement in sex education effons, re-
stricting civillibcnics protections for ac-
cused criminals, "voucherizing elemen-
wry nnd secondary education" (funding
religious schools), Weyrich and com-
pany aren'l too concerned about the

church-stale separation problems; they
plan to change American church·state
policy. Chllrch and Stare, May 1988.

Force Praised: Canada has had pub-
lic funding for Catholic elementary
schools for over a hundred years, but re-
ccntly extended it to include high
schools. Protestants protested in vain
when Premier William Davis announced
the expansion in the last days of his term.
Anglican Archbishop Lewis Gamswor-
thy compared the decree to "the way
Hitler changed education in Germany."
Catholic school officials were allowed to
walk Ihrough Ontario suburbs and selcct
school facilities as they pleased to be
taken over and run as private Catholic
schools. Pope John Paul II praised Ihe
Canadian bishops for Iheir success in
forcing Canadian taxpayers to fully fund
Catholic religious instruction. Battle Cry,
May/June 1988
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The
NewTestament View ofChrist

Ralph Larson, retired pastor, was last
chairman of the Seventh-day Adventist
Theological Seminary Far East

the words "sent me" in 23 different
verses in John's Gospel.

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, The
Son can do nothing of himself, but what
he seeth the Father do: for what things
soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son
likewise." 5:19

"For as the Father hath life in him-
self; so hath he given to the Son to have
life in himself." 5:26
"I can of mine own self do nothing:

as 1 hear, 1 jUdge: and my jUdgment is
just; because 1 seek not mine own will,
but the will of the Father which hath sent
me." 5:30

This strongest of all Christ's state-
ments of dependency, "I can of mine
own self do nothing:' is deserving of
careful attention. We will see it three
times.

tended to be taken seriously. Our
pioneers accepted the wOI:ds of Jesus at
their literal face value, mind-stretching
though they undeniably were_

We will take note of what could be
called the New Thstament view of Christ,
presented in His own words as reponed
by the apostle John. A threefold picture is
presented to us: a picture ofthe Total
Dependency ofChrist uponHis heavenly
Father; second, a picture of the Unbroken
Intimaey between Christ and the Father;
and third, a picture oftheIncrediblePrivi-
lege that is extended to us in that we may
relate to the Father just as He did.

First, the picture of Total Depend-
ency. It is presented with clarity and
force in the following verses from the
Gospel of John:

"Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to
do the will of him that sent me, and to
finish his work." 4:34

Notice that it is the Father's will and
the Father's work. Note also that we find

Ralph Larson

THE PIONEERS OF the Seventh-day
Adventist Churchwere a profounclly

Bible-oriented group. There was a reason
for this. They had gone through a disap-
pointment that had resulted from an un-
noticed intermingling of scriptural truth
with human opinion and interpretation in
the theology and prophetic exposition of
WilliamMiller. Having thus been taught a
bitter lesson about the results of such an
intermingling, they proceeded with great
caution in the development of their own
theological platform through a series of
intensive Bible conferences lasting sever-
al yeaIS. They were determined to follow
the Scriptures with the greatest of care,
and, to the utmost of their ability, to avoid
all human opinion and interpretations.

This methodology brought them to a
view of the nature and work of Christ
(Christology and soteriology) distin-
guished by its Ii teral acceptance of cer-
tain words ofJesus that some might have
viewed as rhetorical devices not in-
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My life of victory on earth was not made
possible by the circumstances of My birth. It
was made possible by My ongoing relationship
with the Father, and you can have exactly the
same relationship if you want it

UFor I came down from heaven, not
to do mine own will, but the will of him
that sent me." 6:38

"Jesus answered them, and said, My
doctrine is not mine, but his that sent
me." 7:16

"1 am not come ofmyself, but he that
sent me is true, whom ye know not." 7:28

"He that sent me is true; and 1speak
to the world those things which 1 have
heard of him." 8:26

"1 do nothing of myself; but as my
Father hath taught me, 1 speak these
things." 8:28

"1 do always those things that please
him." 8:29

"1 proceeded fonh and came from
God; neither came 1 of myself, but he
sent me." 8:42

"1 must work the works of him that
sent me." 9:4

"Therefore doth my Father love me,
because 1 lay down my life, that 1 might
take it again. No man taketh it from me,
but 1lay it down of myself. 1have power
to lay it down, and 1have power to take it
again. 1llis commandment have 1 re-
ceived ofmy Father." 10:17-18
"If 1 do not the works of my Father,

believe me not." 10:37
"For 1have not spoken ofmyself; but

the Father which sent me, he gave me a
commandment, what I should say, and
what 1should speak. And 1know that his
commandment is life everlasting: what-
soever 1 speak therefore, even as the
Father said unto me, so I speak."12:49-50

"The words that 1 speak unto you 1
speak not of myself: but the Father that
dwelleth in me, he doeth the works."
14:10

"The word which ye hear is not mine,
but the Father's which sent me." 14:24

the Father gave me command-
ment, even so 1do." 14:31

PUlling it all together, what do we
see? From beginning to end everything
is the Father's: the will, the work, the
words, the mission, the teaching, the
doctrine, the decisions--all are His. The
Son does nothing of Himself. He de-
pends totally upon the Father.

Second, the picture of Unbroken In-
timacy. Observe:

he that sent me is with me: the
Father hath nolleft me alone; for 1do al-
ways those things that please him." 8:29

')\5 the Father knoweth me, even so
know 1the Father: and I lay down my life
for the sheep." 10:15

"Therefore doth my Father love me."
10:17

"1 and my Father are one." 10:30
"The Father is in me, and I in Him."

10:38
"I knew that thou hearest me al-

ways." 11:42
"Believe me that 1 am in the Father,

and the Father in me."14:11
"At that day ye shall know that 1am

in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you."
14:20

thou, Father, art in me, and I in
thee." 17:21

Human language is being stretched
to its utmost limits to describe the un-
broken intimacy between the Father and
the Son. The Father is with me, He does
not leave me alone, He knows me, He
loves me, He always hears me, He is in
me, and Iam in Him. We are one.

We read and marvel. We look at the
picture with the wistful longing of a hoy
staring at toys through a store-front win-
dow. What might it be to live like that!
What confidence, security, trust-what
freedom from fear, from stress! What an
incredible privilege!

As we look with longing, we hear
Him say, "Would you like to go through
life the way 1did?"

We answer, "Why do you mock us,
Lord? You know we can't do that. We
were born of eanhly fathers and your
Father was God. We can't live the way
you did. Why do you mock us?"
He replies, "I'm not mocking you. I'm

telling you the truth, You can live on this
eanh the sameway 1did. The heavenly Fa-
ther is willing to be with you, to hear you,
to know you, to love you, and to be one
with you, just as He was one with Me."

Again we protest, "Lord, how can this
be? We had eanhly fathers, and You... ."

But He says, "You are greatly mis-
taken. You are asking the wrong ques-
tions, and looking to the wrong place.
Get your mind off my birth. That is not
'where it's at.' " Then He challenges us:

"Have you read the story of My life
on earth?"

''Yes, Lord, we have."
"Have you found even one place in

that life story in which 1explained any of
My works by a reference to My birth?"
"No, Lord., we have not."
"Then, how do 1explain them?"
"Well, you always explained them in

terms of your ongoing relationship with
the Father."

"Exactly. Why then do you continue
to look to the wrong place and ask the

questions? My life of victory on

eanh was not made possible by the cir-
curnstances of My binh. It was made
possible by My ongoing relationship with
the Father, and you can have exactly the
same relationship if you want it. Go to the
Scriptures and read!"

And so we read of the Incredible
Privilege that is extended to us in Christ's
words reponed in the Gospel of John:
')\5 the living Father hath sent me,

and 1 live by the Father: so he that eateth
me, even he shall live by me." 6:57

"At that day ye shall know that 1am
in my Father, and ye in me, and 1in you."
14:20

"Holy Father, keep through thine own
name thosewhom thou hast givenme, that
they may be one, as we are."17:11
')\5 thou hast sent me into the world,

even so have 1 also sent them into the
world. And for their sakes 1sanctify my-
self, that they also might be sanctified
through the truth."17:18·19

"That they all may be one; as thOU,
Father, an in me, and 1 in thee, that they
also may be one in us: that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me."17:21

the glory which thou gavest me 1
have given them; that they may be one,
even as we are one: I in them, and thou in
me, that they may be made perfect in one;
and that the world may know that thou
hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou
hast loved me." 17:22-23

"That the love wherewith thou hast
loved me may be in them, and I in them."
17:26
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Men may have a power to resist evil-a power
that neither earth, nor death, nor hell can
master; a power that will place them where
they may overcome as Christ overcame

There it is. These are the words of
Jesus-in unmistakable clarity. Do we
believe them?

The apostle Paul believed them.
Their full significance was not lost on
him. The words "in Christ" or "in the
Lord" appear in his epistles 240 times.

According to Paul we are baptized
into Christ, we are new creatures in
Christ, we have no condemnation in
Christ, we are established in Christ, we
rejoice in Christ, we speak in Christ, we
say the truth in Christ, we have liberty
in Chris I, we have wisdom, righteous-
ness, sanctification, redemption, and
consolation in Christ, we are rooted and
built up in Christ, we have persecution
in Christ, and when we die we are dead
in Christ.
He wraps it up in two beautiful sum-

mary statements:
"I am crucified with Christ: never-

theless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth
in me: and the life which I now live in
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave himself
for me." Galatians 2:20

"For to me to live is Christ." Phi-
lippians 1:21

The pioneers of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church believed the words
of Jesus too. They did not regard them
as simply rhetorical devices such as a
politician might use, spoken for effect
and not meant to be taken seriously.
They accepted them as literal state-
ments of fact, challenging and mind-
stretching though they were. And the

fullness of the challenge of Jesus'
words was accepted by Ellen White. As
we read her own applications of the
principle that He set forth about the in-
credible privilege extended to us, we
may find them so audacious that we
will need to look back at the words of
Jesus. This review will show us that
she is adding nothing new, but simply
attributing literal reality to what Jesus
said.
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I'drtaking of the Divine Natllre:

"He [the Christian] will grasp the
righteousness of Christ by faith, and be-
coming a partaker of the divine nature,
will thus become a doer of the divine law."
Review and Herald, vol. 3, 191 (All em-
phasis supplied in EGW quotations.)
"Man has the assurance that he can

become a partaker of the divine nature,
even as Chrisl became a partaker ofhu-
man nallire." Ibid., vol. 4, 213

"How precious is the thought that we
may indeed become partakers of the
divine nature, whereby we may overcome
as Christ overcame!" Ibid., vol. 2, 422

Laying Hold of Divinity:

"Then let us daily keep our eyes
fixed upon Christ, the perfection of hu-
man character, and laying hold of His
divine nature, we sllalll1ave the strength
of divinity to overcome every evil ten-
dency and desire." Ibid., vol. 6, 10
"I invite each one of you to take hold

by living faith of the divinity of Christ.
This is the gift that Christ came to the
world to bestow. In Him humanity may
take hold of divinity and share in the joy
of the Lord." Ibid., vol. 5, 490

"Christ's humanity was united with
divinity; He was fitted for the conflict by
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. And
He came to make us partakers of the
divine nature. So long as we are united to
Him by failh, sin has no more dominion
over us. God reaches for the hand of

faith in us to direct it to lay fast hold
upon the divinity of Christ, that we may
attain to perfection of character." Signs
of the Times, vol. 4, 400

Combining Humanity With Divinity:

"]t is by combining divine power
with his human strength that man be-
comes an overcomer." The Youth's In-
structor, 438

"Genuine faith appropriates the
righteousness of Christ, and the sinner
is made an overcomer with Christ; for
he is made a partaker of the divine na-
ture, and thus divinity and humanity
are combined." Selected Messages,
book 1, 363-364

"Men may have a power to resist
evil-a power that neither earth, nor
death, nor hell can master; a power that
will place them where they may over-
come as Christ overcame. Divinity and
humanity may be combined in tltem."
Ibid., 409

Uniting Humanity With Divinity:

"Christian education means the ac-
ceptance, in sentiment and principle, of
the teachings of the Saviour. It includes a
daily conscientious walking in the foot-
steps of Christ, who consented to layoff
His royal robe and crown and to come to
our world in the form of humanity, that
He might give to the human race a power
that they could gain by no other means.
What was that power?-/t was the
power resulting from tlte human nallire
uniting with the divine, the power to
take the teachings of Christ and follow
them to the leuer. In His resistance of
evil and His labor for others, Christ was
giving to men an example of the highest
education that it is possible [or anyone
to attain." Review and Herald, vol. 5,
553

"When man is created anew in
Christ Jesus, he becomes a partaker of
the divine nature. God unites him with
divinity. He clothes him with the robe
of Christ's righteousness. Man is
enabled to discern the Saviour, and by
beholding Him, he is changed into the
likeness of His character." The YOlll" 's
Instructor, 361

"The Holy Spirit, which proceeds
from the only-begotten Son of God,
binds the human agent, body, soul, and
spirit, to the perfect, divine-human na-
ture of Christ. This union is represented
by the union of the vine and the
branches. Finite man is united to tlte
manhood of Christ. Through faith Im-
man nature is assimilated with Christ's
nature. We are made one with God in
Christ." Selected Messages, book 1,
251

Blending Humanity With Divinity:

"In Christ divinity and humanity
were united, and the only way in which



The great work of redemption could be carried
out only by the Redeemer taking the place of
fallen Adam

man may be an overcomer is through
becoming a partaker of the divine na-
ture.... Divinity and humanity are
blended in him who has the spirit of
Christ:' The Youth's Instructor, 96

Connecting Humanity \Vith Divinity:

"In the divine economy God has made
provision that man may be a panaker of
the divine nature, having escaped the cor-
ruption that is in lhe world through lust.
Reformative influences destroy the desire
to do evil; the holy agencies of heaven
sanctify the soul and choose the human
agent to do service [or God. It is the work
ofGod to opel evil from the so1l1 by con-
necting humanity with divinity." Review
and Herald, vol. 4,187

Linking Humanity With Divinity:

"He [Jesus1forgives our transgres-
sions, and by imputing unto us His right-
eousness, He links us 10 the Infinite:'
Signs of the Times, vol. 1, 15

"There is too little confidence in the
power which God stands ready to give.
'We are laborers togcther with God.'
1 Corinthians 3:9. Immeasurably infe-
rior is the part which the humnn agent
sustains; but if he is linked with the
divinity of Christ, he can do all things
through the strength that Christ im-
parts." Christ's Object Lessolls, 82

"The religion of Christ Iins man
above every debasing, groveling vice.
Linked to the Infinite Olle, partakers
ofthe diFine nawre, we nrc clothed with
a per[ect panoply against the shafts of
evil." Review and IIerald, vol. I, 327

"The merits of Chrisl elevate and en-
noble humanity, and through the name
and grace of Christ, it is possible [or man
to overcome the degradat ion causcd by
the fall, and through the exalted, divine
nature of Christ to be linked to tile In-
flnite."lbid., vol. 3, 227

"God has given His holy law to man
as His measure of character. By this law
you may see and overcome every defect
in your charaCler. You may sever your-
self [rom every idol, and lillk yOllrself to
the t!lrolle ofGod by the golden chain of
grace and truth." Selected Messages,
book 2, 318

The Union ofHumanity With Divinity:

"How important it is that the work
shall go forward harmoniously, so that,
as a reSUlt, the perfection of Christian

character may be obtained through the
union of the human and divine!" The
Youth's Instructor. 212

"Christ became one with humanity,
that humanity might become one in Spirit
and life witl, Him." Ibid., 355

"By obedience they [Christ'S true
[ollowers] are made partakers of the
divine nmure. The doing of the living
principles of God's law makes them one
with Christ; and because He lives, they

will live also. At the last day He wil/
raise t!lem as a part ofHimself He de-
clares, 'As the living Fmhcr hath sent me,
and I live by the Father: so he Ihat eateth
mc, cven he shall live by me.' 'This is the
will of Him that sent me, that everyone
which seeth the Son, and believeth on
Him, may have everlasting life: and I
will mise him up at that last day.' Christ
became olle willI liS in order that
might become olle witllllim in divinity."
Review alld Herald, vol. 4, 311

"The perfect oneness of Chrisl with
His obedient believing children is tile
same as tllat which exists between the
Father Gild the 5011." Signs ofthe Times,
vol. 2, 451

"It is possible (or us to be one with
Chris!1 el'cn as IIe is one lVith the Fa-
t!ler." lbid., vol. 3, 458

"It is OUf privilege so fully to partake
of the divine nature lhol lVe may be one
with Christ as He is one with the
Father," Review and Herald, vol. 4, 177

The Glorious Conclusion:

"Christ reaches us where we are. He
took our nature and overcame, that lve
t/trough taking His nature might over-
come. l\1ade 'in the likeness of sinful
flesh' (Romans 8:3), He lived a sinless
li[e. Now by His divinity He lays hold
upon the throne of hcavcn, while by His
humanity He reaches us. He bids us by
fClith in Him attain to the glory of the
character of God. There[ore arc we to be
perfect, even as our' Father which is in

heaven is per[ect.' " The Desire ofAges,
311-312

"Through His humiliation and
poverty Christ would identify Himself
with the weaknesses of the fallen race,
and by firm obedience show man how to
redeem Adam's disgraceful failure, Ihat
man by humble obedience might regain
lost Eden.

"The great work of redemption could
be carried out ollly by t!le Redeemer

taking tile place offal/en Adam. With the
sins of the world laid upon Him, Hewould
go over the ground where Adam
stumbled. He would bear the test which
Adam failed to endurc, and which would
be almost infinitely more severe than that
brought to bear upon Adam. He would
overcome on man's account, and conquer
the tempter, that Ihrough His obedience,
His purity ofcharacterandstC<1dfast integ-
rity, His rightcousness might be imputed
to man, that through His name man might
overcome the foc on his own account.

"What love! What amazing conde-
scension! Tile King ofglory proposed to
humble Himself 10 fallen humanity! He
would place His [eet in Adam's steps.
/le would take man's fallen nature and
eng<lgc to cope with the strong foe who
triumphed over Adam. He would over-
come Sntan, and in thus doing He would
open the way [or the redemption of
those who would believe on Him [rom
the disgrace of Adam's failurc and falL"
Review alld Herald, vol. I, 140

Jesus was in human nature, so
God means His followers to be. In His
strength we arc to live the life of purity
and nObility which the Saviour lived,"
Testimonies, vol. 8, 289

Comment on Ihese inspired statements
could only be anticlimatic. We wish only to
reaillrm that our pioneers, including Ellen
White, read their Christology directly from
the SCriptures. Others have apparently not
taken the words of Jesus literally, but our
pioneers did. May their faith be an inspira-
tion and an example to us. oom
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When

Truth and Error

DEAR FRIENDS in Christ, who
prayerfully and longingly look for

the coming of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, beware and prepare daily,
for our redemption is ncar, very near.
Probalion's hour will soon close sud-
denly, unexpecledly.l

But before Ihal final evenl the
straight testimony must come to the
church. Lei us remember that the scaling
of God's people will firsl begin with
God's remnanl people in the Seventh-
day Advenlisl Church.
God says, "Begin at my sanctuary.

Then they began al the ancient men
which were before the house." Ezekiel
9:6. In the Testimonies God's prophet
tells us that the sanctuary and the ancient
men represent the laity and ministry of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.'
Peter tells us that the judgment begins
with us. "For the time is come that judg-
ment must begin at the house of God:
and if it first begin at us, what shall the
end be of them thai obey nol the gospel
of God'!" 1 Peter 4:17. This verse had its
first application to Ihe jUdgment of the
dead which began in 1844. But it now
has a greater application in our own day
and to lhe judgment of Ihe living soon to
begin.

And so now in this very crisis hour for
the world and for the church, the straight
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Meet
tcslimony must be given with carefulness
and prayerfulness, bUI with the boldness
of Elijah and John Ihe Baptist.

Why does God say through His
prophet Ihallhis testimony, more pointed
than Ihe teslimony of John the Baptist,
must be given 10 the church'! ("In this
fearful time, jusl before Christ is to come
the second time, God's faithful preachers
will have 10 bear a still more pointed tcs-
timony than was borne by John the Bap-
tisl. A responsible, important work is
bcfore Ihem; and those who speak
smooth things, God will not acknowl-
edge as His shepherds. A fearful woe is
upon them." Testimonies, vol. 1, 321.)
The answer to the question is found in
SCripture and in the Spirit of Prophecy.

"Now go, wrile it before them in a
table, and nOle it in abook, that il may be
for the lime 10 come for ever and ever:
thai this is a rebellious people, lying chil-
dren, children that will nOI hear the law of
the Lord: which say to Ihe seers, See not;
and 10 Ihe prophels, Prophesy not unto us
right things, speak unto us smooth
things, prophesy deceils." Isaiah 30:8-10

Why did God have to continue to
send His messengers with the slraight
testimony?

"I have been shown lhat the greatest
reason the people of God are now found
in this state of spiritual blindness is lhat

Ron Spear

they will nOI receive correction.. .. Un-
belief in the testimonies of warning, en-
couragement and reproof is shutling
away the light from God's people." Tes-
timonies, vol. 3, 255

God seeks by every means possible
to arouse His people to a sense of their
condition and the impending judgment.

'\A.nd the Lord God of their falhers
sent to them by his messengers, rising up
betimes, and sending; because he had
compassion on his people, and on his
dwelling place: but they mocked the
messengers of God, and despised his
words, and misused his prophets, until
the wrath of the Lord arose against his
people, till there was no remedy."
2 Chronicles 36:15-16

Instead of accepting God's remedy,
His people killed those who brought Ihe
straighltestimony.
"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, lhou that

killesl the prophets, and stoncsi them
which arc sent unto thec, how oftcn
would 1 have gathered thy children 10-
gelher, even as a hen gathereth her
chickens under her wings, and yc would
nOl! Behold, your house is left unto you
desolate." Matthew 23:37-38

Who could have prevented these
apostasies Ihat came to the church in al-
most every age? We musl see that all in
the church play their part in maintaining



Following the ways of men's minds instead of
the orders of God has always, in the course of
time, led the church into accepting erroneous
doctrines

or corrupling the purity of the church.
Every soul must take to hearl the warn-
ings that would guard againsl such a faIl-
ing away.

"For the leaders of this people cause
them to err; and they that arc led of them
arc destroyed." Isaiah 9:16
"By choosing a heathen ruler, the

Jewish nation had withdrawn [rom the
Iheocracy. They had rejecled God as
their king. Henceforth they had no
deliverer. They had no king but Caesar.
To this the priests and teachers had led
the people. For Ihis, with the fearful re-
sults that (ollowed, they were re-
sponsible. A nation's sin and a nation's
ruin were due 10 the religious leaders,"
lfIeDesireofAges, 737-738

But the people also share the burden
of maintaining purity in the church.

"Lei Ihe son of deceit and false wit-
ness be enterlained by a church that has
had great light, great evidence, and that
church will discard the meSS<1ge Ihe Lord
has scn!, and receive Ihe most unrea-
sonable asserlions and false SUpposilions
and false theories. Satan laughs at their
folly; for he knows whnt truth is. ...

"If doubts nnd unbelief arc cherished,
the faithful ministers will be removed
from the people who think they know SO
much. 'If thou hadst known,' said Christ,
'even thOU, al least in this thy day, the
things which belong unto thy peace! bUI
now they arc hid from Ihine eyes.' "Tes-
timonies to Ministers, 409-410

"God's \Vord must oc recognized as
above all human legislation. A 'lllUS saith
the Lord' is not to set aside for a 'Thus
saith Ihe church' or a 'Thus saith the
state.' The crown of Christ is to be lifted
above Ihe diadems ofearthly polentates."
The Acts ofthe Apostles, 69

Then, because of apostasy, God sent
the straightteslimony to the church by His
divinely appoinled messengers. In Ihese
last days, to mcel apostasy in the church,
Ellen White brought reproof and rebuke
to the church nnd its leaders.

'1\eeording to the Iighl Ihat God has
given me in vision. wickedness and de-
ception are increasing among God's
people who profess to keep His com-
mandments. Spiritual discernment 10 sec
sin as it exists, and then to put it out of
the camp, is decreasing among God's
people; and spiritual blindness is fasl
coming upon them. The straight testi-
mony must be revived, and it will sepa-
rate those from Israel who have ever
been at war with the means that God has
ordained to keep corruptions out of the
church. Wrongs must be called wrongs.
Grievous sins muSI be called by their
right name. All of God's people should
come nearer to Him and wash their robes
of character in the blood of the Lamb.
Then will they sec sin in the true light
and will realize how offensive it is in the
sighI of God." Testimonies, vol. 3, 324

"Many, I saw, were Oallering them-
sclves that they were good Christians.
who have not a single ray of light from
Jesus. They know not what it is 10 be re-
newed by Ihe grace of God. They have
no living experience for themselves in
the things of God. And I saw that the

Lord was wllclling His sword in heaven
to cut them down. Oh, Ihat every
lukewarm professor could realize the
clean work Ihm God is about to make
among His professed people! Dear
friends, do nOI deceive yourselves con-
cerning your condition. You cannot
deceive God. Says the True Witness: "I
know thy works." The third angel is
leading up a people, step by step, higher
and higher. At every step Ihey will be
tested." Ibid., vol. 1, 190

But the statement is made by many,
"She was writing [or her day; things are
diffcrent now."

Yes, J agree, they are different. but
are they beller than they were in her day?
Is there peace and safely? We arc lold the
apostasy will grow worse lill lhe end of
time. "One thing it is cenain is soon to be
realized-the great npostasy, which is

developing and increasing and waxing
stronger, and will continue to do so until
the Lord shall descend from hcaven wilh
a shouL" Special Testimonies, Series B,
No.7, 57. Today we are told that 71 per-
cent of our youth are leaving the church,
64 percent of our converts leave, and a
very high percentage of our marriages
are going to the divorce courts-apes·
tasy has increased, not decreased.

In Ihe alpha of apostasy in the year
1903 Ellen White wrote:

"Few can see the meaning of the
present apostasy. But the Lord has lifted
the curtain, and has shown me its mean-
ing, and Ihe result that it will have if al-
lowed to continue. We must now lift our
voices in warning. Will our people ac-
knowledge God as the supreme Ruler, or
will Ihey choose Ihe misleading argu-
ments and views thai, when fully
developed, make Him, in the minds of
those who accept them, as nothingness?"
Ibid., 37

In the lighl of her statemenl that the
omega of apostasy will be of a startling
nature ("Be not deceived; many will de-
part from the failh, giving heed to seduc-
ing spirils nnd doctrines of devils. We
have now berore us the alpha of [his
danger. The omega will be of a most
stClrtling nature." Selected Messages,
book 1, 197), it becomes evident thatlhe
omega will be worse than the alpha of
apostasy and it will be the last apostasy;
there will not be another.

God inspired our prophet to write
these words about the alpha:

"My message to you is: No longer
consent to listen without protest to the
perversion of truth. Unmask the preten-
tious sophistries which, if received, will
lead ministers and physicians and medi-
cal missionary workers to ignore the
truth. Every one is now to stand on his
guard. God calls upon men and women to
take their stand under the blood-stained
b.,1nner of Prince Emmanuel. I have been
instructed to warn our people; [or many
are in danger of receiving theories and
sophistries that undermine Ihe founda-
tion pillars of the faith." Ibid., 196

That warning is [or us.

Apostasy

Apostasy is in two areas: 1) in doc-
Irine; 2) in nOi following God's orders.
These two areaS of apostasy exist in the
church today. Following Ihe ways of
men's minds instead of the orders of
God has always, in the course of time,
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Will men hear the word of the Lord, or will
they, through yielding to temptation, refuse to
hear until it becomes impossible for them to
discern between good and evil?

led the church into accepting erroneous
doctrines.

When we begin to examine carefully
the blueprint God gave to this church in
Christian education, in medical mission-
ary work, in pUblishing, and in evan-
gelism, we are forced to admit that we
are not following God's orders as He has
specified them.

Is it any different with our doctrines?
Did God foresee a departing from the
landmarks?

the truth has been proclaimed
as awitness to all nations, every conceiv-
able power ofevil will be SCI in operation,
and minds will be confused by many
voices crying, 'Lo, here is Christ; 10, He
is lhere. This is the truth, I have the mes-
sage from God; He has sent me with great
light.' Then there will be a removing of
the landmarks, and an allempt to tear
down the pillars of our faith." 111e
Seventh-day AdveJ1list lJible Commen-
tary, vol. 7, 985

In 1907 she saw thill the devil would
try to destroy the SanCIU:lry doctrine:

"While Christ is cleansing the sanc-
tuary, the worshipers on earth should
carefully review their liCe, and compare
their character with the siandard of
righteousness.

"For more than half a century the
different points of present truth have
been qucstioned and opposed. New thco-
ries have been advanced as truth, which
were not truth, and the Spirit of God re-
vealed their error. As the great pillars of
our faith have been prcsented, the Holy
Spirit has borne witness to them, and
especially is this so regarding the truths
of the sanctuary question. Over and over
again the Holy Spirit has in a marked
manner endorsed the preaching of this
doctrine. But today, as in the past, some
will be led to form new theorics and to
deny the truths upon which the Spirit of
God has placed His approval.

"In the future, deception of every
kind is to arise. and we want solid
ground for our feel. We want solid pil-
lars for the building. Not one pin is to be
removed from thm which the Lord has
cstablished. The enemy will bring in
false theories, such as the doclrine that
there is no sanctuary. This is one of the
points on which there will be adepaning
from the faith. Where shall we find
safety unless it be in the truths that the
Lord has been giving for the last fifty
years?" Evangelism, 224

Because of the apostasy God saw that
two panics would develop in the church.
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new life is coming from heaven and
taking possession of all God's people. But
divisions will come in the church. Two
partics will be developed. The wheat and
tarcs grow up together for the harvcst.

"The work will grow deeper and be-
come more earnest to the very close of
time. And all who are laborers together
with God will contend most earnestly for
the faith once delivered 10 the saints.
They will not be turned from the present
message, which is already lightening the
earth with its glory. Nothing is worth
contending for but the glory of God. The

only rock that will stand is the Rock of
Ages. The truth as it is in Jesus is the ref-
uge in these days of error." Selected
Messages, book 2, 114

thicken around us, both sep-
aration and unity will be secn in our ranks.
Some who are now ready to take up
weapons of warfare will in times of real
peril make it manifcst that they have nOl
buill upon the solid rock; they will yield to
temptntion. Those who have had great
lighl and precious privileges, but have not
improved them, will, under one pretext or
('mother, go oul from us. Not having re-
ceived the love of the truth, they will be
taken in the delusions of the enemy; they
will give heed to seducing spirits and doc-
trines of devils, and will depart from the
faith." Testimonies, vol. 6, 400-401

What then is the straight testimony
that God says must come to the church?
The straight testimony is the Laodicean
message. It is a message of warning and
rebuke to a church which does not know
that it is wretched, poor, blind, and
naked, for its members are increased in
the things of this world and feci no need.
See Revelation 3:14-20

"The message to the church of the
Laodiceans is a startling denunciation,
and is applicable to the people ofGod at
the present time.
"'And unto the angel of the church

of the Laodiccans write; These things
saith the Amen, the faithful and true wit-

ness, the beginning of the creation of
God; I know thy works that thou art
neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert
cold or hot. So then because thou art
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I
will spue thee out of my mouth. Because
thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with
goods, and have need of nothing; and
knowest not that thou art wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked.' Revelation 3:14-18

"The Lord here shows us that the
message to be borne to His people by
ministers whom He has called to warn

the people is not a peace and safety mes-
sage. It is not merely theoretical, but
practical in every particular. The people
of God are represented in the message to
the Laodiceans as in a position of carnal
security." Testimonies, vol. 3, 252

"I was shown that the tcstimony to
the Laodieeans applics to God's people
at the present time, and the reason it has
nOl accomplished a greater work is be-
cause of the hardness of their hearts. But
God has given the message time to do its
work. The heart must be purified from
sins which have so long shut out Jesus.
This fearful message will do its work.
When it was first presented, it led to
close examination of heart. Sins were
confessed, and the people of God were
stirred everywhere:'lbid., vol. I, 186
God's people, unless they have

learned to distrust self and cast them-
selvcs totally upon Christ for wisdom
and strength moment by moment, are in
danger of thinking that they arc all right
when in fact they are all wrong. "The
True Witness declares that when you
suppose you are really in a good condi-
tion of prosperity you arc in need of
everything." Ibid., vol. 3, 257

"The Laodieean message must be
given with earnestness and power, as a
message from heaven. Ifit be ignored,the
Lord will certainly cast away from Him
those whose spiritual condition is so ob-
jectionable. Christ declares that preten-



God's tried and tested people will find their
power in the sign spoken of in Exodus
31:12-18. They are to take their stand on the
living word: "It is written"

tious piety is nauseating to Him. To the
ones so full of self-sufficiency He says, 'I
know thy works, that thou art neither
cold nor hot.' Their works are oppa;ed to
the holy principles ofGod's Word.

"My brethren and sisters, will you
take heed to the word of the Lord? Will
you listen 10 His rebuke? If, after men in
positions of responsibility have been
warned and reproved by the Lord, they
continue to follow their own way, afflic-
tion will come upon them. God chastens
them, giving them opportunity after op-
portunity to repent. if they uHerly refuse

to repent, and arc determined to listen to
the sophistries of the enemy, they are left
to their own course of action, and will
surely perish in their sins; for God will
not be trined with. Sufficient light and
evidence will be given to every seul. If
men are overcome by the enemy, it will
be because they have hardened their
hearts, refusing to listen to the voice of
God. Will men hear the word of the
Lord, or will they, through yielding to
temptation, refuse to hear until it be-
comes impossible for them to discern
between good and evil?" Special Tes-
timonies, Series B, No.2, 20

"From those who will not see the
light, who are determined to go on in the
hardness of their hearts, God gradually
withdraws the restraining power of His
grace.

"Today, as in the days when Christ
worked His wonderful miracles, the truth
of God is made known. Men have within
themselves the evidence of its divinity.
The Holy Spirit impresses their minds by
the manifestation of divine power. If re-
ceived, the light sent from God leads to
freedom, life, and salvation. But if by re-
sistance, prcconcicvcd opinions arc
strengthened, if the God-given blessing is
not received, the light becomes darkness."
The Youth's Instructor, May 25,1899

The question is, will the church re-
ceive the warning, the rebuke? Remem-
ber, our beloved church !las always had a

difficult lime accepting the message to
Laodieea. The brethren had great diffi-
culty accepting the warnings and re-
bukes from the Lord's messenger when
she was alive. As the years have rolled
by) it has not become (my easier.

Let us remember, God said we could
have been in the kingdom shortly after
1844, if we had received the experience
of the third angel's message.3 Again in
1900 she wrote, "Had the purpose of
God been carried out by His people in
giving to the world the message of
mercy, Christ would, ere this, have

come to the eanh, and the saints would
have received their welcome into the
city of God." Tes/ill/ollies, vol. 6, 450.
Shouldn't we then have been found
celebrating the centennial of 1888 in the
kingdom of heaven? [ lcave you to an-
swer.

Conclusion

Let us understand that the shaking in
Adventism is on ;lnd everything that can
be shaken will be shaken, for only that
which cannot be shaken will remain.

"Nol all in this world have laken
sides with Ihe enemy against God. Not
all have become disloyal. There arc a
faithful few who are true to God; for
John writes: 'Here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus.' Revelation 14:12. Soon the battle
will be waged fiercely between those
who serve God and those who serve Him
not. Soon everything that can be shaken
witI be shaken, that those things that
cannot be shaken may remain.

"Satan is a diligent Bible student. He
knows thai his time is short, and he seeks
at every poinl to counterwork the work of
the Lord upon this earth. It is impossible
10 give any ide" of the experience of the
people ofGod who shaIl be alive upon the
eanh when celcstial glory and a repetition
of the perseculionsofthe past are blended.
Tiley will walk in the light proceeding

from the throne of God. By mcans of tlte
angels there wiIl be constant communica-
tion between heaven and earth. And
Satan, surrounded by evil angels, and
claiming to be God, will work miracles of
all kinds, to deceive, if possible, Ihe very
elect. God's pcople will not find their
safety in working miracles, for Satan will
counterfeit the miracles Ihal will be
wrought. God's tried and tested people
will find their power in the sign spoken of
in Exodus 31:12-18. They arc to wke their
stand on the living word: 'It is wrillen.'
This is the only foundation upon which
they can stand securely. Those who have
broken their covenant with God wiIl in
that day be without God and without
hope." Tes/imollies, vol. 9, 15-16

The lest will come again and agclin to
God's people until the True Witness teIls
the sealing angels to leave them alone,
for they are joined to their idols.

"Said the angel: 'God wiIl bring the
work closer and closer to test and prove
everyone of His people.' Some arc
willing to receive one point; but when
God brings them to another testing point,
they shrink from it and stand back, be-
cause they find that it strikes directly at
seme cherished idol. Here they have op-
portunity to sec what is in their hearts that
shuts out Jesus. They prize semething
higher than the truth, and their hearts arc
not prepared to receive Jesus. Individuals
are tested and proved a length of time 10
sce if they will sacrifice their idols and
hecd the counsel of the True Witness. If
any will not be purified through obeying
the truth, and overcome their selfishness,
their pride, and evil passions, the angels of
God have the charge: 'llley are joined to
their idols, let them alone,' and they pass
on to their work, leaving these with their
sinful traits unsubdued, to the control of
evil angels. Those who come up to every
point, and stand every test, and overcome,
be the price what it may, have heeded the
counsel of the TIue Witness, and they will
receive the latter rain, and thus be fitted for
translation."lbid., vol. 1, 187

God help us to come up to every
point and be scaled by the seal of the
living God. iii
I The Seve/lth-day AdventiSl Bible COII/mentary,
vol. 7, 989

2 Test/mollit-s, vol. 5, 211; sec also The Great COil-
troversy, 430; 1'eslilllollies, vol. 3, 266-267; Tes-
timOllicS to Mi"isters, 445

3 SelectedMessascs, book I, 6S
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John Grosboll is dean of the Institute of
Ministry, Wichita, Kansas

with them, but do nOi allow them to
unite with God's people in church rela-
tionship until they give decided evidence
that the Spirit of God is working on their
heans." Review and Herald, May 21,
1901; see also Colossians 2 and 3

4. After I have repented and
confessed my sins: "Some open revival
meetings, and by this means call large
numbers into the church. But when the
excitement is over, where are the con-
vened ones? Repentance and confes-
sion ofsin are not seen. The sinner is en-
treated to believe in Christ and accept
Him, without regard to his past life of
sin and rebellion. The heart is nOi
broken. There is no contrition of soul.
The supposed convened ones have not
fallen upon the Rock, Christ Jesus."
Selected Messages, bock 2, 19. "Re-
pent, and be baptized." Acts 2:38, KJv,
"Repentance includes sorrow for sin,
and a turning away from it." Steps to
Christ, 23. "And they were baptized in
the Jordan by him, having confessed
their sins." Mallhew 3:6
5. When I am connected to Christ:

"I wish I could impress upon all the
danger they are in of losing heaven.
Joining the church is one thing, and con-
necting with Christ is guile anOlher. NOi
all the names registered in the church
bocks arc registered in the Lamb's bock
of life. Many, though apparently sincere
believers, do nOi keep up a living con-
nectionwith Chrisl." Testimonies, vol. 5,
278

This connection with Christ involves
submerging the will in His will:

"Baptism may be repeated over and
over again, but of itself it has no power
to change the human hean. The heart
must be united with Christ's hean, the
will must be submerged in His will, the
mind must become one with His mind,
the thoughts must be brought into cap-
tivity to Him. A man may be baptized,
and his name be placed on the church
roll, and yet his hean be unchanged.
Hereditary and cultivated tendencies
may still work evil in his character....

-When Should
IBe Baptized?

A LL AUTHORITY is given to me in
and upon eanh. Therefore

as you go make disciples of all nations
baptizing them [lhese disciples] in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit teaching them to keep all
things whatsoever I have commanded
you and behold I myself am wilh you all
the days unto the end of the world.
Amen." Mallhew 28:18-20' Inherent in
this command is the plain instruction
that before a person is baplized that per-
son is ready to be a disciple of Chris!. At
what point then, as I turn to follow Jesus
as both my Lord and Saviour, should I
be baptized? The following texts and
passages from the Spirit of Prophecy
will answer this question.

1. When I have become dead to the
world: "The new binh is a rare ex-
perience in this age of the world. This is
the reason why there are so many per-
plexities in the churches. Many, so
many, who assume the name of Christ
are unsanctified and unholy. They have
been baptized, but they were buried
alive. Self did not die, and therefore thcy

did nOi rise to newness of life in Chris!."
The Seventh-day Adventist Bible COIII-
mentary, vol. 6, 1075; see also Romans
6:1-4

2. When I am living a life ofloyalty
to God: "Baptism is a most solemn re-
nunciation of the world. Self is by pro-
fession dead to a life of sin.... In the
name of Ihe Falher, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, man is laid in his watery
grave, buried with Christ in baptism, and
raised from the water to live the new life
ofJoyalty to God." The Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Bible Commentary, vol. 6, 1074;
see also Romans 6:4-22

3. After my defects of character
are reformed: "Only when the church is
composed of pure, unselfish members,
can it fulfill God's purpose. Tho much
hasty work is done in adding names to
the church roll. Serious defects are seen
in the characters of some who join the
church. Those who admit them say, We
will first gel them into the church, and
then reform them. But this is a mistake.
The very first work to be done is the
work of reform. Pray with them, talk

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! John Grasboll
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"Those who have not a living con-
nection with Christ may to outward ap-
pearance be in fellowship with him.
Their names may be enrolled on the
church books, but they are not members
of his body....

"Let all contemplate the completeness
it is their privilege to have, and ask them-
selves the question, Is my will submerged
in Christ's will? Is the fullness and rich-
ness of the Living Vine-His goodness,
His mercy, His compassion and love-
secn in my life and charactcr?" Review
andHerald, September 18, 1900; see also
John 15:1-10; Galatians 3:27
6. When I really love Jesus and

manifest my love by practicing the
truth: "All who enter upon the new life
should understand, prior to their bap-
tism, that the Lord requires the un-
divided affections.... The practicing Df
the truth is essential. The bearing of fruit
testifies tD the character of the tree....
There is need of a thorough conversion
to the truth." Evangelism, 308. Saving
faith or trust involves the heart. See Acts
8:37
7. When I come out from the world

and am separate from the unclean
thing and give evidence I am not fol-
lowing the customs, fashions and sen-
timents of the world: "The test of dis-
cipleship is not brought tD bear as
closely as it should be upon those who
present themselves for baptism. It
should be understood whether those

When they give
evidence that they
fully understand their
position, they are to
be accepted

who profess to be convened are simply
taking the name of Seventh-day Advent-
ists, or whether they are taking their
stand Dn the Lord's side to come out
from the world and be separate and
touch not the unclean thing. When they
give evidence that they fully understand
their position, they are to be accepted.
But when they show that they are fol-
lowing the customs and fashions and
sentiments of the world, they arc to be
faithfully dealt with." Testimonies 10
Ministers, 128

"We are to separate from the world,
and refuse to touch those things that will
separate our affections from God....
You are exhorted to touch not the un-
clean thing; for in touching this, you will
yDurself become unclean. It is im-
possible for you to unite with those whD
are corrupt, and still remain pure....
God and Christ and the heavenly host
would have man know that if he unites
with the corrupt, he will become cor-
rup!." The Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, vol. 6, 1102; see 2 Corin-
thians 6:14-7:1
8. When I am living a life of perfect

obedience to God's law: "There is need
of a more thorough preparation on the
pan of candidates for baptism. They are
in need of mDre faithful instruction than
has usually been given them. The prin-
ciples of the Christian life should be
made plain to those who have newly
come to the truth.... It is by conformity
to the will of God in OUf words, our de-
portment, OUf character, that we prove
OUf connection with Him. Whenever one
renounces sin, which is the transgression
of the law, his life will be brought into
conformity to the law, into perfect obe-
dience. This is the work of the Holy
Spiri!." Testimonies, vol. 6, 91-92

9. If I am a child, when I have
counted the cost and the first purpose
ofmy life is to live for God: "Baptism is
a most sacred and imponant ordinance,
and there should be a thorough under-
standing as to ils meaning. It means re-
pentance for sin, and the entrance upon a
new life in Christ Jesus. There ShDUld be
no undue haste to receive the ordinance.
Let both parents and children eDunt the
cost. ... Before they receive the ordi-
nance, ask them if it is to be their first
purpose in life to work fDr God. Then tell
them how to begin.... After faithful
labor, if you arc satisfied that your chil-
dren understand the meaning of conver-
sion and baptism. and are truly con-
vened, let them be baptized." Testimo-
nies, vol. 6, 93-94

10. When I have put away every
evil habit: "Candidates who have
grown to manhood and womanhood
should understand their duty beller than
do the younger ones.... Evil habits are
to be given up, the sins of evil-speaking,
of jealousy, of disobedience, are to be
put away. A warfare must be waged
against every evil trait ofcharaCler." Tes-
timonies, vol. 6, 95
II. When I have "brought forth

fruit worthy for repentance" (Mat.

thew 3:8, KJV), "the life must testify tD
the change of leaders." Testimonies, vol.
5,172

12. When I am following God's
counsel on dress reform: "One of the
points upon which those newly come to
the faith will need instruction is the sub-
ject of dress. Let the new convens be
faithfUlly dealt with. Are they vain in
dress? Do they cherish pride of hean?
The idolatry of dress is a moral disease.
It must not be taken over into the new
life. In most cases, submission to the

Those who submit to
the solemn rite of
baptism, pledge
themselves to come
out from the world

gospel requirements will demand a de-
cided change in the dress." Testimonies,
vol. 6, 96

13. When I am keeping the Sab-
bath: "By hearing the message of truth,
men and women are led tD accept the
Sabbath and to unite with the church by
baptism. They are to bear God's sign by
Dbserving the Sabbath of creation. They
are to know for themselves that obe-
dience to God's commandments means
eternallife." Testimonies, vol. 8, 196. "If
you turn away your foot from the sab-
bath, from dDing what you please on my
hDly day and you call the sabbath a
delight to the holiness Df Jehovah,
glorious, and you shall glorify it; away
from doing your own ways and finding
your Dwn pleasure and speaking (your
own) word-then shall you delight
yourself upon Jehovah and I will cause
you to ride upon the high places of the
eanh and cause you to partake of the in-
heritance Df Jacob your father, for the
mouth of Jehovah has spoken." Isaiah
58:13-14

14. When I am prepared to fullill
the obligations of being a church mt>m-
ber-a part of the body of Christ:
"Those who submit to the solemn rite of
baptism, pledge themselves, before the
heavenly universe, to come out from the
world. They have taken their position
under the blood-stained banner of Prince
Emmanuel, to be laborers together with
God, and as such to make known His will
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Food for Thought
to those who are perishing in sin. They
are to search the Scriptures diligently,
feeling that it is of the highest imponancc
for them to understand what saith the
Lord." Australian Union Record, Sep-
tember 15, 1902 (sec 1 Corinthians
12:13). Notice the person having been
baptized is "to make known His will to
those who are perishing in sin." Such wit-
ness cannot be borne unless God's will is
known by the baptismal cnndidnle. nnd
involves learning "the commandments of

Let every erring one
do all in his power to
redeem the past,
turning from the path
that has led astray

God and the faith of Jesus." Revelation
14:12, KJV

What if I have not been faithful to my
baptismal vows? Whm should I do? Here
is the inspired counscl: "\Vllen we submit
to the solemn rite ofb"ptism, we testify to
angels and to men that weare purged (rom
our old sins, and th,lt ilencc[ol1h, having
died to the world, we will (seck those
things which are above, where Christ sit-
teth on the right hand of God.' ... Let us
ever remember that it is our high privilege
to be purged from our old sins....

"All may not have lived up to their
baplismal vow; but Ict evcry erring one
do all in his power to redeem the past,
turning (rom the path that has led astray,
to the path of humble obedience. You,
my brother, my sister, nrc to win heaven,
and a life that mcasures with the life of
God. You know no! how soon your own
lifc may be taken away. Have you se-
cured the better life? Make sure of salva-
tion, I beg of you, while you still have
the opportunity." Review and Jlero/d,
May 26, 1904

1 All scriplurcs lrnnsl:'lll.'d by the :l.ulhor unless
olhcrwisc nOled.

The Illstilllte ofM illistry will be con-
ducting a "Bible H0rker Training Pro-
gram n January 3 tllroush April 15. Full
tl/ilion is only $600. For fl/ll inforll/a-
tion, call (316) 788-5559. lVe iliglIIy rec-
olllmend tile ql/alify training prorided
by the Insril/lfe.-EDITORS
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A S I hear of the terrible calamities that
.r-\.rrom week to week are taking place,
I ask myself, What do these things mean?
The most awful disasters arc following
onc another in quick succession. How
frequently we hear ofcanhquakes and tor-
nadoes, of destruction by fire and flood,
with great loss of life and property! Ap-
parently these calamities are capricious
outbreaks of seemingly disorganized, un-
regulated forces, but in them God's pur-
pose may be read. They are one of the
means by which He seeks to arouse men
and women to a sense of their danger.

The corning of Christ is ncarer than
when we [irst believed. The great con-
troversy is ncaring its cnd. Thc judg-
ments of God arc in the land. They speak
in solemn warning, saying, "Be ye also
rcady: for in such an hour as ye think not
the Son of man cometh." Matthew 24:44

But therc arc many, many in our
churches who know little of the real
meaning of the truth [or this timc. I ap-
peal to them nO! to disregard the ful-
filling of the signs of the times, which
&1.)'5 so plainly lhat the end is near. Oh,
how many who havc not sought their
soul's salvation will soon make the bitter
lamentation. «Thc harvest is past, the
summer is ended, and we are not
saved." Jeremiah 8:20

We are living in the closing scenes of
this earth's history. Prophecy is fast ful-
filling. The hours of probation are fast
passing. We have no time-not a mo-
ment-to lose. Let us nO! be found
sleeping on guard. Let no one say in his
heart or by his works, "My Lord delay-
eth His coming." Let the message of
Christ's soon return sound forth in
carnest words of warning. Lct us per-
suadc mcn and women everywhere to re-
pent, and nee from the wrath to comc.
Let us arouse them to immediate pre-
paration; for we little know what is
before us. Let ministers and lay mem-
bers go forth into the ripening fields, to
tell the unconcerned and indifferent to
seck the Lord while He may be found.
The workers will find their harvest
wherever they proclaim the forgotten
truths of the Bible. They will find those
who will accept the truth and devote
their lives to winning souls to Christ.

The Lord is soon to come, and we
must be prepared to meet Him in peace.
Let us be determined to do all in our
power to impart light to those around us.
We arc not to be sad, but cheerful, and
we are 10 keep the Lord Jesus ever
before us. He is soon coming, and we
must be ready and waiting for His ap-
pearing. Oh, how glorious it will be to
see Him, and be welcomed as His re-
deemed ones! Long have we waited; but
our hope is not to grow dim. If we can
bUI see the King in His beauty, wc shall
be forever blessed. I feel as if I must cry
aloud, "Homeward bound!" We are
nearing the lime when Christ will come
in power and great glory to take His ran-
somed ones to their eternal home....

In the great closing work we shall
mect with pcrplexities that we know not
how to deal wilh; but let us not forget
that the three great powers of heaven arc
working, that a divine hand is on the
wheel, and that God will bring His pro-
mises to pass. He will gather from the
world a people who will serve Him in
righteousness.
"Let not your heart be troubled: ye

believe in God, believe also in me. In my
Father's house are many mansions: if it
were not so, I would have told you. I go
to prepare a place for you. And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that
where I am, there yc may be also." John
14:1-3
Long have we wai ted for our

Saviour's return. But nonethcless sure is
the promise. Soon we shall be in our
promised homc. There Jesus will lead us
beside the living stream, flowing from
the throne of God, and will explain to us
the dark providences through which on
this earth He brought us in order to per-
fect our characters. There we shall be-
hold with undimmed vision the beauties
of Eden restOTed. Casting at the feet of
the Redeemer the crowns that He has
placed on our heads, and touching our
golden harps, we shall fill all heaven
with praise to Him that sitteth on the
throne. l!!l

-Mrs. E. G. White, Atlanlie Union
Gleaner, October 5, 1904



House to House
cOnlinucd from 5

may present the truth to others in a clear,
connected manner.

Many who have been left 10 darkness
and ruin, might have been helped had
their neighbors, common men and
women, cOrne to them wilh the love of
Christ glowing in their heans and pUI
fonh personal effons for tl1em. Many
arc waiting to be thus addressed per-
sonally. Humble, earnest conversation
with such persons, and prayer for them,
hean being brought close to heart, would
in most cases be wholly successful.

Let labor for souls become a pan of
your life. Go to the homes even of those

who manifest no interest. \Vhilc mercy's
sweet voice invilcs the sinner, work wilh
every energy of heart and brain, as did
Paul, who l'ccascd not to warn everyone
night and day wilh Icars:' The heavenly
messengers nrc waiting 10 co-operate
with your clTons. Will you do the work
appointed you of God?

Christ is coming soon. He declared
that when there would be wars and
rumors o[ wars, when there would be
famines, pestilences. <Ind earthquakes in
divers places, we mighl know that the
time of His second nppcaring is ncar.
The wickedness, the turmoil, the distur-
bances on every sidc, should bc re-
garded by us as signs that tile day of

God is at hand. "When these things
begin to come 10 pass," He declared,
"then look up, and lift up your heads;
for your rCdemption drawclh nigh."
Luke 21:28

'rVe me standing on the verge of the
eternal world. \Ve have no time to lose. ft
is high time to tell the people that Christ
is coming. Let us warn Ihem, visiting
them at their homes, and talking and
praying with them personally. By such
effons we shall win souls to Chris!. Ifwe
come to God in faith, He will give us
power and grace for every duty. I!j

RevielV and Herald, November 19, 1914

Now on Video

Twenty-four one-hour programs filmed on the
"Truth For Today" television set at Three Angels'

Broadcasting. These interesting and informative pres-AU- entations feature John Grosboll, Marshall Grosboll, andt\.'... Ron Spear. This Bible-based, Christ-centered series will be a
V valuable tool in working with your non-Adventist friends and

neighbors. Seven tapes-available now for a suggested donation of
$140-on1y $14 apiece for a ten-member study group.

Order today
jimn

Hope International
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T HE CORRECf understanding of

the biblical concept of sin is essen-
tial to our undcrstanding of salvation.
Some of the most significant truths op-
posed by the New Theology on this
topic are addresscd below.

1. Sin is willful or negligent viola-
tion of God's law. The proponents of
thc New Theology present sin as any de-
parture from the infinite will of God and
as any weakness or frailty of man. Some
are ignorant of the testimony of Scrip-
ture. Others totally disregard SCripture
in a determined effort to support their er-
roneous views. Thus anything short of
full knowledge is said to be sin. If this
were true, then no created beings could
live in perfect sinlessness, whether an-
gels or redeemed saints, for God alone is
omniscient.

Colin once received a letter from a
strong protagonist of the New Theology
asking if he had ever forgotten to post
his wife's letters. The questioner as-
serted that such forgetfulness was sin.
Another leader of the New Theology
once stated that the crossing of one's
legs was sin because it restricted the op-
timal flow of blood, and therefore was a
poor health practice. If this theory were
correct, to take such postures would then
be to condemn prayer because kneeling
on our knees restricts the flow of blood.
Some might see this concept as of little
consequence, but it is essential within

the tenets of New Theology. Once the
supporters of the New Theology are
convinced that any limitation is sin, then
it becomes obvious that no one can ever
have victory over sin.

This belief leads to a sense of carnal
security. If man can be saved while per-
sisting in the "sins" of limitation. there is
no reason to conclude that he cannot be
saved while persisting in other more
deliberate sins. Thus the high definition
of sin, as it is called, is used to deny the
obedicnce which God has promised to
all those who will serve Him. The so-
called low definition of sin paradoxically
upholds the blessing of obedience to
God. The servant of the Lord says there
is only one definition of sin: "Who-
soever committeth sin trangresscth also
the law: for sin is the transgression of the
law." 1 John 3:4

The Lord fully understands the limi-
tation of sinful flesh in which we are all
born, but He has promised victory by the
renewing of our minds. Romans 12:1-2.
Unequivocally Inspiration proclaims
that God can give us victory over all sin
all of the time. "Lct no one say, I cannot
remedy my defects of character. If you
come to this decision, you will certainly
fail of obtaining cternal life." Christ's
Object Lessons, 331

The very life and ministry of Jesus
provided an example for us of victory
over sin. "For even hereunto were ye

called: because Christ also suffered for
us, leaving us an example, that ye should
follow his steps: who did no sin, neither
was guile found in his mouth. 1 Peter
2:21-22

This example of Jesus not only pro-
vides the standard of conduct for God's
children, but also, inherent within it, the
divine power to have victory in the life.

2. God holds no man responsible
for sins of ignorance. The New The-
ology falsely claims that God holds man
responsible for sins of ignorance. The
Bible on the other hand establishes the
fact that knowledge and understanding
arc necessary for wrongdoing to be ac-
counted as sin.

The Word of God states that God has
compassion upon the ignorant. "Who
can have compassion on the ignorant,
and on them that are out o( the way; for
that he himself also is compassed with
infirmity." Hebrews 5:2

This promise does nOl, however, in-
clude those who have been negligently
ignorant. "How shall we escape, if we
neglect so great salvation; which at the
first began to be spoken by the Lord, and
was confirmed unto us by them that
heard him?" Hebrews 2:3. Those who

Colin and Russell Standish serve as
president of Hartland Institute and
Medical Director of Penang Adventist
Hospital, respectively.

Colin D. Standish and Russel R. Standish
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The "high" concept of sin leads us to excuse
sin and opens the mind of the believer to a
sin-and-live theology. The "low" concept of sin
provides the basis by which God perfects His
character in His people

through no fault of their own do not un-
derstand the fullness of God's truth will
nevertheless be judged according to their
response to the light that they have had.
"For when the Gentiles, which have not
the law, do by nature the things con-
tained in the law, these, having not the
law, are a law unto themselves: which
shew the work of the law written in their
hearts, their conscience also bearing wit-
ness, and their thoughts the mean while
accusing or else excusing one another."
Romans 2:14-15

In the kingdom of heaven there will
be many who have been Sabbath-
breakers and even idol worshipers who
will be redeemed. The redeemed heathen
have responded to the leading of the
Holy Spirit whom they have never
known and to the Christ of whom they
have never learned. "Even among the
heathen arc those who have cherished
the spirit of kindness; before the words
of life had fallen upon their ears, they
have befriended the missionaries, even
ministering to them at the peril of their
own lives. Among the heathen are those
who worship God ignoranlly, those to
whom the light is never brought by hu-
man inslrumentality, yet they will not
perish. Though ignorant of the written
law of God, they have heard His voice
speaking to them in nature, and have
done the things that the law required.
Their works are evidence that the Holy
Spirit has touched their hearts, and they
arc recognized as the children of God."
Tile Desire ofAges, 638
The Bible is replele with statement

after statement making it clear thaI God
docs not hold man responsible for inno-
cent ignorance. "Therefore to him that
knoweth to do good, and docth it not, to
him it is sin." James 4:17
':And the times of this ignorance God

winked al: but now commandeth all men
every where to repenL" Acts 17:30

In the minislfy of Jesus Christ to the
Pharisees, He pointed QuI thai even
leaders who were unwittingly ignorant
would not have been guilty before God.
"Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind
ye should have no sin: but now ye say,
We see; therefore your sin rcmaincth."
John 9:41

"If I had not come and spoken unto
them, they had not had sin: but now they
have no cloak for their sin." John 15:22

Sin and law breaking bring guilt that
cries out [or forgiveness and pardon.
"Then it shall be, because he hath sinned,
and is guilty, that he shall restore that

which he took violently away." Leviti-
cus 6:4

"For whosoever shall keep the whole
law, and yet offend in one point, he is
guilty of all." James 2:10

"Thou shalt not take the name of the
Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will
not hold him guiltless that taketh his
name in vain." Exodus 20:7
The sin problem sets a decision be-

[are us.
to rightcousncss, and sin

not." 1 Corinthians 15:34

"Know ye not, that to whom ye yield
yourselves servants to obey, his scrvanls
ye arc to whom ye obey; whether of sin
unto death, or of obedience unto right-
eousness?" Romans 6:16

If sin consisted of all the infinite
weaknesses of man, then these calls
would be unfair and unjust. So also
would have been Christ's call to those to
whom He ministered. "Neither do I con-
demn thee: go and sin no more." John
8:11

Jesus findcth him in the
temple, and said unto him, Behold thou
art made whole; sin no more, lest a
worse thing come unto thee." John 5:14

The "high" concept of sin leads us to
excuse sin and opens the mind of the
believer to a sin-and-live theology. The
"low" concept of sin provides the basis
by which God perfects His character in
His people.
3. Sin may be overcome now. One

of the trademarks of the New Theology
is the belief that all will continue to sin
until Jesus comes. Although calls for
viclory and sanctification arc madc and
growth in righteous conduct is en-
couraged, those who espouse the New
Theology do not believe that a Spirit-
filled man can gain moment-by-moment
victory over sin in this life.

One of the greatest mistakes that
Robert Brinsmcad made in the 19GOs was
to indicme thm sin was 10 be eradicated by
a special act of God at the scaling. This

view suggested that victory over sin was
not to be gained until the sealing. This
error was consistent with his acceptance
of the doctrine oforiginal sin. Later Brins-
mead simply postponed the timing of the
eradication of sin by accepting the evan-
gelical error that victory over sin docs not
occur until the Second Coming.

We recall a meeting sponsored by the
Greater Sydney Conference in which two
ministers pointed oul Ihe error of Brins-
mead's 1%0 view. One, proposing error
to correct error, asserted that "Brinsmead

is wrong, for we will not have viclory
until the second coming of Jesus." The
other correctly asserted, "Brinsmead is
wrong. The Lord wants us to have
victory now. We can put away sin now by
the power of Christ." R>w in that meeting
were perceptive enough to foresee that
these opposing views would prove to be
the whole basis of the division between
truth and error in the 19705.

God has always required perfect
obedience of His people. But with that
requirement has come the infinite pow-
er to have victory. Here are some of the
most pertinent biblical statements:
"Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered
for us in the flesh, arm yourselves like-
wise with the same mind: for he that
hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased
from sin; that he no longer should live
the rest of his time in the flesh to the
lusts of men, but to the will of God."
1 Peter 4:1-2

"Seeing ye have purified your souls
in obeying the truth through the Spirit
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see
that ye love one another with a pure
heart fervently." 1 Peter 1:22

"Knowing this, that our old man is
crucified with him, that the body of sin
might be destroyed, that henceforth we
should not serve sin. For he that is dead
is freed from sin." Romans 6:6-7
"In whom all the building fitly

framed together groweth unto an holy
temple in the Lord." Ephesians 2:21
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Day by day, like Enoch, we can walk with our
God in the assurance that He has not only
forgiven our sins but that He is also able to
keep us from falling

"That the righteousness of the law
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not
after the Desh, but after the Spirit." Ro-
mans 8:4

"But thanks be to God, which giveth
us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Chris!." 1 Corinthians 15:57

"Now unto him that is able to keep
you from falling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of his glory
with exceeding joy." Jude 24

"leaching us that, denying ungodli-
ness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this
present world; looking for that blessed
hope, and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;
who gave himself for us, that he might
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous
of good works." Titus 2:12-14. "Who-
soever abideth in him sinneth not: who-
soever sinneth hath not seen him, neither
known him." 1 John 3:6

"We know that whosocver is born of
God sinneth not; but he that is begollen
of God keepeth himself, and that wicked
one toucheth him not." 1 John 5:18

4. Sin separates from God. The
New Theology apologists state that we
are not separated from God by an oc-
casional sin. Their human reasoning fol-
lows this line. God docs not play yo-yo
with His people. Does a father separate
himself from his children because they
are disobedient? How much more then
would God not separate Himself from
man because of occasional sins! The
scripture. it is asserted. is even stronger:
"I will not fail thee. nor forsake thee."
Joshua 1:5

"Be strong and of a good courage,
fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the
Lord thy God, he it is that doth go with
thee; he will not fail thce nor forsake
thee." "And the Lord, he it is that doth go
before thee, he will be with thee, he will
not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear
nOI. neither be dismayed." Deuteronomy
31:6,8

Mislakenly those espousing the New
Theology often suggest that those who
believe God's truth declare that God
separates Himself because of one sin.
This is not true. But it is true that by a
single sin we separate ourselves from
God. "But your iniquities have separated
between you and your God, and your
sins have hid his face from you, that he
will not hear." Isaiah 59:2

When we sin, we separate ourselves
from God. For some unaccountable rea-
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son, those who espouse the New The-
ology have not pondered the implica-
tions of the facl Ihat one sin separated
Adam and Eve, and through Adam and
Eve, mankind from the presence of God.
They do not recognize the impact of the
revelation that one sin deprived Moses
of entry into the Promised Land. It has
been not uncommon for the prop:::ments
of the New Theology to suggest that
David was still in a saving relationship
with God when he committed murder

and adultery. But it is obvious that
David did not believe that. He had at this
point lost his salvation. Thus he prayed:
"Restore unto me the joy of thy salva-
tion: and uphold me with thy free spirit."
Psalm 51:12

Paul emphasizes the truth that we are
either in the Spirit or in the Desh. Ifwe are
in the Desh we cannot be saved, but in the
Spirit we have life everlasting. "For they
that are after the Desh do mind the things
of the Desh; but they that are after the
Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be
carnally minded is death; but to be spir-
itually minded is life and peace. Because
the carnal mind is enmity against God:
for it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be. So then they that
are in the Desh cannot please God." Ro-
mans 8:5-8

The issue is well illustrated in the
1"1rable of the prodigal son. The son had
certainly disgraced his family, dishonor-
ing his father with his lifc of wanton-
ness. It was nOllhc [ather, however, who

himself from the son. It was
the son who from the father.

After the few moments of ecstatic
pleasure, the boy returned 10 his father
when he was faced with the awful con-
sequenees of his sins. What a beautiful
scene is depicted as the boy walks
toward his home! He is rehearsing a
statement that he hopes will somehow
soften the heart of his father: HI am not
worthy 10 be thy son; make me one of
thy hired servants."

What a picture of our loving heav-
enly Father we have in that father! The
moment he recognized his son, he ran
down the road, not with the sure gait ofa
young man, but the more awkward gait
of a middle-aged man. As he came to his
boy, he opened his arms wide and em-
braced him. The boy stans to spluller out
his well-rehearsed speech, but the father
was deaf to his words. Taking him into
the house, he removed the filthy, tallered
garments, washed him and placed upon

him, not the robe of a servant, but the
robe of sonship. When we separate from
God by sinning, we are not left hopeless.
We have a loving Saviour who has told
us: "My little children, these things write
I unto you, that ye sin no!. And if any
man sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous."
1 John 2:1

Sadly, the New Theology, with its
coneept of sin and repentance, sin again
and repentance ad infinitum, has not ac-
knowledged the power ofGod to give us
moment by moment, day by day, vic-
tory. Such a concept would indeed lead
to a yo-yo relationship with God. But
those who know the love of God, recog-
nize that it is not His desire that we
should have sueh a relationship. Day by
day, like Enoch, we can walk with our
God in the assurance that He has not
only forgiven our sins but that He is also
able to keep us from falling. Thus we
have the wonderful promise: "Not ren-
dering evil for evil, or railing for railing:
but contrariwise blessing; knowing thai
ye are thereunto called, that ye should
inherit a bleSSing." 1 Peter 3:9 I!!I
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"At baptism, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost we were set apart to engage in
the very work that Christ carne to the world to do.What was He? In the highest sense He was a missionary, and

He was a healing missionary." Review andHerald, vol. 4, 369

We currently offer the gospel worker three training programs that provide both
INSTRUCTION AND EXPERIENCE
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» Colporteur Training - Four days' intensive training and practice for anyone interested in working part-time
or full-time as a self-supporting literature evangelist.

» Home Health Instructor - A three-month training program for those interested in combining medical
missionary work with their literature evangelism.

» Lifestyle Instructor - A six-month program for those who want to receive training as a lay Bible
worker/evangelist after they have completed the Home Health Instructor course.

» Beginning dates for all three programs are
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» IMPORTANT! - So that we may serve you better, please notify us in advance of your intention to enroll in
any of the programs. Write today for more information.
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