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I

Editorial

EVERY AGE man has had
a hard time deciding whether

he would be obedient to God, or
follow his own inclinations.
Heretofore Satan has seemingly
been satisfied with man's doing as
he pleased. so long as he did not
obey God. BUI in the last days he
has intensified his efforts and is
determined that the entire world
shall follow him, and be branded
with n mark of loyalty to him.
From the beginning of the

world, Snbbnthkeeping has been a
sign of loyalty to God. The Sabbath
was designed 10 turn man's mind to
the Creator of the world, and to
remind thal worship is due the
Crc:ltar. Salnn seeks to turn man
from God and obedience to His
law. In Ezekiel 20:12. 20 we read
thnt the Sabbath is God's sign, Or
seal, of loyalty. At the close of the
patriarchal age, God called for a
reform in Sabbathkeeping before
I-Ie would allow I-I is people to enter
the Promised Land. Exodus 16:22-
30. At the close of the Levitical
age, Christ Himself sought to free
the Sabbath from the false concep-
tions heaped upon it, which were
designed 10 obscure its real place
:lnd purpose. In the last days of this
Christian age, God is calling for yet
anOlher reform in Sabbathkeeping.
The S:lbbath has ever been a test

of 10Y:llty to God. It is even more
so now. Many have ignoral11ly kept
Sunday for the Sabbath, not know-
ing their error, and God accepted
their motives and their worship. l3ut
berore His second coming, God will
have a people obedient to all of His
Inw, a people who will worship Him
intelligently because they love and
serve Him with their whole heart
and soul and strength.
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Satan is determined that Sunday
and Sundaykeeping shall supplant
the Sabbath and Sabbathkeeping. In
these I:I.Sl days Sat:m will seek to
force the entire world to accept
Sunday as the Sabbath.

HllislOry will be repeated. False
religion will be exalted. The first
day of the week, a common work-
ing day, possessing no sanctity
whatever, will be set up as was the
image at Babylon. All nations and
tongues and peoples will be COm-
manded to worship this spurious
sabbath. This is Satan's plan to
make of no account the day in-
stituted by God, and given to the
world as a memorial of Crc3tion.
"The decree enforcing the wor-

ship of this day is to go forth to all
the world.
"Trial 3l1ct persecution will come

to all who, in obedience to the
Word of God, refuse to worship this
false sabbath. Force is the last
resort of every false religion. At
first it tries attraction, as the king
of Bnbylon tried the power of
music and outward show. If these
attractions, invented by men in-
spired by failed to make men
worship the image, the hungry
fbmes of the furnace were ready to
consume them. So it will be now.
The Papacy has exercised her power
to compel men to obey her, and she
will continue lO do so. We need the
same spirit that was manifested by
God's servants in the conflict with
paganism." Seventh-day Adventisl
Bible Commellltuy, vol. 7. 976
"The Lord has shown me clearly

that the image of the beast will be
formed before probation closes; for
it is to be the great test for the
people of God, by which their eter-
nal destiny will be decided.
"This is the test that the people

of God must have before they are
sealed. All who prove their loyalty
to God by observing His law, and
refusing to accept a spurious sab-
bath, will rank under the banner of
the Lord God Jehovah, and will
receive the seal of the living God.

Those who yield the truth of
heavenly origin and accept the Sun-
day sabbath, will receive the mark
of the beas,-" Ibid.

'Iany Seventh-day Adventists
believe that no one who goes to
church on Saturday will receive that
mark, but many will. History will
be repeated. In the past history of
the great controversy many have
given up the faith when upon the
fagot or the rack. Their faith was
not founded upon the rock, Christ
Jesus. They thought their relation-
ship to God was firm. But when
they looked into the fire their
courage evaporated, and they
yielded their convictions to save
their lives.

We read in Testimonies, vol. 5,
136, that the majority of church
members, ministers, nnd leaders
will reject us nnd join the enemy.
Again we are tOld that very few
Seventh-day Adventists will endure
to the end and be scaled. See Tes-
timol/ies, vol. 1.608-609; vol. 5, 10,
50,80-81; Testimonies to Ministers,
409-410
They failed the Sabbath test of

true worship. "All who regard the
Sabbath as a sign between them and
God, Showing that He is the God
who sanctifies them, will represent
the principles of H is government.
They will bring into daily practice
the laws of His kingdom. Daily it
will be their prayer thaI the sanc-
tification of the Sabbath may rest
upon them. Testimollies. vol. 6.
353-354
The saints of God who welcome

the return of our lord and Saviour
will be those only who had 3 wor-
shipful relationship with Jesus. not
only on the Sabbath but also day by
day who spent many days searching
for present truth. God calls for a
reform in S3bbnthkeeping. The time
of trial is just before us. How ready
are you to meet it? How do you
worship God on His holy Sabbath?
This will be your test.

RON SPEAR-EDITOR
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Where Did Pastor Baker
Go Wrong?

Ralph Larson

What would have been accomplished by
directing a corrective letter to a pastor in
Tasmania and ignoring the continued
publishing of the error in the Review?

DURING THE years 1895 and
1896 Ellen White had been

putting the finishing touches on
The Desire of Ages, which she
planned to publish in two volumes.
On May 6, 1896, she wrote to her
son Edson that the first volume was
completed (Letter 150, 1896). In the
first chapters of The Desire 0/
Ages, which would have been in the
first volume, she had written:
"He [God] gave Him [Christ] 10

the fallen race." 25 (Emphasis in
quotations supplied throughout)
"It would have been an almost

infinite humiliation for the Son of
God to take man's nature. ellen
wlten Adam slood ill his innocence ill
Edell. But Jesus accepted humanity
when tire race had been weakened by
four 1hollsol1d years of sin. Like
e"ery child of Adam He accepted
the results of the working of the
great law of heredity. What these
results were is shown in the history
of His earthly ancestors. He came
with such a heredity to share our
sorrows and temptations, and to
give us the example of a sinless
life." 49
UNotwithstanding that the sins

of a guilty world were laid upon
Christ, notwithstanding the Jwmilia-
tioll of Laking upon Himself our
fallen nature, the voice from
hea ven declared Him to be the Son
of the Eternal." ... 112
HFor four thousand years the

race had been decreasing in physi-
cal strength, in mental power, and
in moral worth; and Christ took
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upon Him the infirmities of degen-
erate humanity. Only thus could He
rescue man from the lowest depths
of his degradation.
"Many claim that it was impos-

sible for Christ to be overcome by
temptation. Then He could not have
been placed in Adam's position; He
could not have gained the victory
that Adam failed to gain. If we
have in any sense a more trying
conflict than had Christ, then He
would not be able to SUCcor us. But
our Saviour took humanity, with all
its liabilities. He took the nature of
man, with the possibility of yield-
ing to temptation. We have nothing
to bear which He has not endured."
117

"'As the image made in the like-
ness of the destroying serpents was
lifted up for their healing, so Glle
made 'ill the likelless of sillful flesh'
was to be their Redeemer. Romans
8:3." ... 174-175

Her interpreters have proposed
that in the midst of these publish-

ing events of 1895-96 Ellen White
learned that a Pastor Baker in Tas-
mania, an island to the south of
Australia, was teaChing that Christ
had corne in the human nature of
fallen man and wrote him an urgent
letter for the purpose of correcting
his error, near the end of the year
1895.
This would appear to have been

a marvelously misdirected effort. If
the teaChing were an error that
needed to be corrected, would not
the pages of the Review alld Herald
and of the Signs of the Times and
of the Bible Echoes be the ap-
propriate place for the correction to
appear? And would not the promi-
nent church leaders who were COI1-

tinuing to publicly promulgate that
error be the persons to whom cor-
rective letters should be ad-
dressed? And would not Ellen
White's own participation in the
promulgation of that error in her
articles and in her The Desire of
Ages require a careful explanation?



Pastor Baker had more than ample
opportunity to become acquainted with

the opinion that Christ came to the earth
In the human nature of fallen man

What would have been nCCOI11-
plished by directing a corrective
letter to a pastor in Tasmania and
ignoring the continued publishing
of the error in the Review alld
Heralcl, in the Signs of the Times,
:\Ild in the Bible Echoes, and leaving
The Desire of Ages unchanged?
And why would she have ignored
the extensive discussion of the sub-
ject by A.T. Jones and W.W. Pres-
cott at the General Conference in
February of 1895?
It was fifty-odd years after the

Oaker letter W3S written before the
church became aware of it. If it had
been intended as a warning to the
church it was a dismal failure, a
fJilure that Ellen White might have
corrected before her death in 1915,
twenty years after the leuer was
wrillen.
If Pastor Oaker did believe

(which I do not doubt) that Christ
came to the earth in the human na-
lure of fal1en man, it would seem,
as the old saying goes, th:ll he
might have come by that opinion
quite honestly. Pastor B:lker had no
1::lck of opportunities to become ac-
quninwd with that particubr view.

I-Ie was n member of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in
lown and left that state in 1882 to
become associated with the church's
publishing work at the Pacific Press
in Mountain View, California. As
nn Iowa Adventist he would have
been aware or the evangelistic work
conducted in that Slate by J.H.
Waggoner, whose strong opinion

that Christ came to the earth in the
human nature of fallen man had
been published in the his book, The
AlOllemelll. He would have had the
opportunity to read this book.

As a reader of the Review alld
Herald he would have had oppor-
tunity to examine fourteen statc-

melllS th::tt Christ carne to the e;:trth
in the human nature of falten man
that were published in that journal
by Ellen White during the years
1870-1882.' He would also have
had opportunity to read the similar
statements in her book Spirill.lal
GillS, vol. I, 25, (1858), and in
Spiritual GillS, vol. 4, 115, (1864).
In 1881 J.H. Waggoner

succeeded James While ns the editor
of the Signs of the Times, the new
missionary journal for the western
states being published at Ihe Pacific
Press in California. In 1882 Baker
was called to assist Waggoner in the
publishing work, and continued his
association \vith the Pacific Press
until 1887. During this five-year
period he was associated with editor
J.H. Waggoner during the years
1882-1885; with his son, associale
editor and later editor EJ. Wag-
goner, during the years 1884-1887,
and with associate editor and later
co-editor A.T. Jones during the
years 1885-1887. The strong convic-
tions of E.J. Waggoner and AT
Jones that Christ came to the earth
in the human nature of fallen man
were a fundamental part of their
teaching on righteousness by faith
and later received a good deal of at-
tention at the General Conference
sessions of 1888,1891, and 1895.

If Baker had taken the trouble to
read the journal which was being
published wilh his assistance, he
would have had opportunity to con-
sider five SlatementS published in
lhe Siglls 01 Ihe Times by Ellen

White during the years 1882-1887,
that Christ came to the earth in the
human nature of fallen man, not
to mention her six statements pub-
lished jn the Review and Herald
during those same years. 2 He would
have had opportunity to read (;:tnd
may have proofread) her three Silll-

ilar statements in Tcstimollies, vol.
5, 204, 346 and 746, since that
volume was published by the Pa-
cific Press in 1882.

In 1887 Baker was called to con-
nect with the publishing \\'ork in
Australia, where the Bible Echoes. a
missionary journal started by J.O.
Corliss and S.N. Haskell in 1886.
was still in its infancy. It is not
clear when he left the publishing
work to pioneer the church's nctiv-
ities in Tasmania, but he w;:ts an
occasional contributOr to the Bible
Echoes for several years. The strong
convictions of Hnskell that Christ
came to the earth in the human na-
ture of fallen man appeared in the:
journal as wel1.3
There was an interim during

which the president of thc newly
formed Australian Conference,
G.C. Tenney, served also as editor
of the Bible Echoes. For a sampling
of Tenney's strong convictions lhal
Christ came to the enrth in the
human nature of fallen man, see the
editorials for May 15, 1889, and
June 3,· 1889. Then the editorinl
work was assumcd by W.A. Col-
cord. His strong convictions the\!
Christ came lO the earth in the
human n;:tture of fallen IllJn soon
appeared in front-page editorials
under the dates of November 22.
December I, and December 8, 1893.
And finally, during the years

1892-1895, Baker would have had
opportunity to examine eight state-
menlS Ihat Chrisl came to the earth
in the humnn nature of fallen man
that were publishcd in the Sih/e
Echoes over the signature of Ellen
While. 4

It would seem, therefore, that
Pastor Baker would have h;:td more
than ample opportunity to become
acquainted wilh the opinion that
Christ came to the earth in the
human nature of fallen man.
Since the view would have come

to him with the highest of recom-
mendations from both Americ::tn
and Australian leaders of his
church, as well as from Ellen
White, it would not be surprising if
he had accepted it. It would be
mther more surprising if he had
not. But he surely would have been
more thnn mildly surprised to h::we
received a letter from Ellen White
warning him againsl that view, as
some are now insisting that he did.

September 1987 Our Firm FO/ll/datioll 5
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Ellen White's response to and refutation
of the opinions of Adoptionism are found
not only in The Desire of Ages but also
In a personal testimony to W.L.H. Baker

AS the student reflects on these
matters he may find himself in-
clined to believe that this proposed
interpretation of the Baker letter

the credulity to the breaking
point. It is difficult to understand
how such a proposal could ever
have been taken seriously.

What then were the problems in
the experience of Pastor W.L.H.
Baker that called forth the letter of
counsel from Ellen White? My
analysis of the Baker letter, pre-
sented in the next few pages, has
led me to the conclusion that Adop-
Iiollism was the error against which
Ellen White was warning Baker.

It is common knowledge that the
pioneers of the Adventist Church
came from a wide variety of reli-
gious theological backgrounds,
and that after the great disappoint-
ment of 1844 they devoted much
lime nnd study to the development
of a platform of Bible truth upon
which they could unite. In their
early Bible conferences they
reached a common understanding of
the nature of God, the nature of
man, the Sabbath and justification
by faith. They did not, however,
successfully resolve all of their dif-
ferent understandings of the nature
of Christ.

Arianism

AS late as the turn of the cen-
tury, there were still a few voices
among us which were advocating in
various ways limited views of the
divinity of Christ. These views,
generally speaking, fell \vithin the
category of what theologians have
called Arianism, after a certain
Arius who strongly advocated sim-
ilar opinions in the great Christo-
logical controversies of the fourth
century.
According to Arius, and those

who followed his thinking, Christ
had not coexisted wilh the Father
throughout all etern ity, but had
been created by the Father at some
point in time before the history of
the world. Christ was seen as the
greatest and highest of God's cre-
ated beings. Thus He was not "'very
God of very God," but a lower and
lesser form of deity.
Ellen White did not

technical term Ariallism,
did testify to the eternal
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Christ in her great The Desire 0/
Ages in such a way that the specific
Christological errors of Arianism
were unmistakably refuted. Thus:
"From the days of eternity the

Lord Jesus Christ was one with the
Father." 19
"The name of God, given to

Moses to express the idea of the
eternal presence, had been claimed
as His own by this Galilean Rabbi.
He had announced -Himself to be
the self-existent One." 469-470

Hln Christ is life, original, un-
borrowed, underived." 530

In the light of this clear tes-
timony the Arian Christological er-
rors gradually faded away, and it is
doubtful that any Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Bible students now believe
that Christ was a created being.

Adoptionism

In like manner, without identify-
ing the Christological error by its
specifjc technical name, Ellen
White found occasion to refute the
principles of AdopLionisnr. This was
a view that Christ was not the Son
of God at birth, nor during the first
phase of His earthly life, but be-
came the Son of God by adoplion.
This idea was taught in Rome dur-
ing the yeors 189 to 199 by a
leather merchant from Byzantium
named Theodotus. It was developed
and amplified by Paul of Samosata
who served as bishop of Antioch
from 260 to 269. Because of Paul's
strong influence, the opinion be-
came Quite popular in the eastern
churches and in the Armenian
churches, where it was held for
centuries. In the eighth century it
was advocated among the western
churches by Elipandus of Spain.
Although there were nuances of

difference in the views of indi-

vidual Adoptionists, there were
three basic opinions that were gen-
erally sh:lred. Ellen White's response
to and refutation of these opinions
is found not only in The Desire of
Ages but also in a personal tes-
timony to W.L.H. Baker, then labor-
ing in the Tasmanian district while
Ellen White was living in Australia
and working on the manuscript for
The Desire of Ages.
In this interesting letter we find

(I) a warning to Pastor Baker about
spending too much time in reading,
(2) a caution against accepting the

traditions of the Fathers (a term
which, when capitalized as in the
letter, is understood to refer to the
church Fathers) and (3) a warning
about teaching speculative theories
that would not be of benefit to the
church members. She also presents a
specific, point-by-point refutntion
of the errors of Adoptionism.
I-Adoplionisl ViCIV: Jesus was

not the Son of God at birth. He was
born of a woman as all men are.
Though He may have been born of
a virgin, this fact would have had
no theological significance. He was
born as a son of man, not as the
Son of God.

Ellen While wrote to Baker:
"'But Jesus Christ was the only

begotten Son of God. His birth
was a miracle of God; for, said the
angel, 'Behold, thou shalt conceive
in thy womb, and bring forth a son,
and shalt call his name JESUS. He
shall be great, and shall be called
the Son of the Highest: and the
Lord Goel shall give unto him the
throne of his father David: and he
shall reign over the house of Jacob
for ever; and of his kingdom there
shall be no end. Then said 'Mary
unto the angel, How shall this be,
seeing I know not a man? And the
angel answered and said unto her,



Once it is recognized that the Baker
letter is a point-by-point refutation of

Adoptionism, Ellen White's line of
reasoning becomes crystal clear

The Holy Ghost shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee: therefore
also that holy thing which shall be
born of thee shall be called the Son
of God.' [Luke 1:31-35]

"These lVords do Jlot refer fa any
hl/nUll1 being. excepl LO the SOli of
the III/illite God." Letter 8, 1895

II-Adoptionist view: Jesus was
not the Son of God during the first
phase of His earthly existence, He
was a normal human being holding
exalted concepts of holiness and
purity, toward which He strove

heroically, but He was in no sense
divine. During this phase of His ex-
istence, since He was altogether ::1.l1d
exclusively human, He would have
had the same propensities of sin,
and t::lints of corruption, that all
humans have. He could have even
been overcome by temptation and
actually sinned. None of these
things, in view of His continuing
heroic struggle ro achieve holiness,
\vould have disqualified Him to be-
come the adopted Son of God at the
climax of His spiritual progress.
Paul of Samosata expressed it thus:
"Mary did not bring forth the

Word, for Mary W3S not before the
ages. But she brought forth a m3n
011 a level with ourselves."

Ellen While.' II/I'Ole 10 Baker:
"Let every human being be

warned from the ground of making
Christ aUogelher humaJ/, such Gil
olle as ourselves; for it cannot be.
"Never, in any way, leave the

Slightest impression upon human
minds that a taint of, or inclination
to, corruption rested upon Christ.
or that He in any way yielded to
corruption.
"Do not set Him before the

people as a man with the propen-
sities of sin. He could have
sinned, He could have fallen, but

not for one moment was there in
Him an evil propensity." Ibid.
This interesting expression, 'not

for one moment' would seem to in-
dicate that Ellen White was recoil-
ing in horror from the above smted
view of the Adoplionists. Perhaps
they could contemplate with equa-
nimity the possibility of evil pro-
pensities, corruption, or even sin in
Christ's early life, but she could
not. This appears to be her chief
concern in the letter to Pastor
Baker. In it she affinT'ls repeatedly
that Christ did not sin, mentioning

it a total of ten times, and carefully
ruling out the possibility of even a
:>'ingle yielding to temptation on His
part.

"011 1I0l (Jlle occasioll was there a
response to his manifold
temptations." Ibid.

III-Acloptiollisl vielv: As a result
of His heroic struggles to achieve
holiness, Jesus was eventually adop-
ted to be the Son of God. There
were different opinions as to when
this happened. Some saw it as a
gradual process, others felt that it
happened at the baptism of Jesus,
and still others at" His resurrection.
After His adoption, humanity was
blended with divinity.
Ellen If/hire wrote to Baker:

"The exocl lime when humanity
blended with divinity, it is not
necessary for us to know." Ibid.

In addition to this precise and
specific refutation of the errors of
Adopliol/sim in her Jetter to Pastor
Baker, Ellen White expanded on the
themes of the divinity and pre-
existence of Christ as well as His
complete sinlessness throughout His
entire life in The Desire 0/ Ages.
Some have studied the letter

from Ellen White to Pastor Baker,
and, perhaps because of a lack of
familiarity with the specific Chris-

tological errors of Adoptiol/ism that
she was so forcefully rejecting,
have had difficulty with the words:
"Not for one moment wns there in
Him an evil propensity."
Some have seen in this an evi-

dence that she believed that Christ
assumed in His incarnation the na-
ture of Adam before his fall.
Others, comparing it with her com-
ments on that subject in The Desire
of Ages, have drawn the unfortu-
nate conclusion that she talked Oil
both sides of that particular ques-
tion. Neither conclusion is required
by the evidence. Once it is recog-
nized that the Baker letter is a
point-by-point refutation of Adop-
liollism, which Pastor Baker had
apparently become involved in
through his reading of the church
Fathers, her line of reasoning in
that letter becomes crystal clenr.
And we are certainly not required
ro use a fragment from a person::J.1
letter to a pastor to off-
set her statements about the hum::lIl
nature of Christ as found in The
Desire of Ages, which is clearly her
conscious and deliberate Christo-
logical position paper addressed to
the whole world. To do this would
be questionable hermeneutics, to
say the least.

From the book The Word Was
Made Flesh, 105-109, 323-327.
This volume, 3vailable through
Hope Intarnation:'!l, is in our
opinion the best single source for
an understanding of the historic
Adventist tcaching on the Incnrna-
tion.-EDITORS Ii

l. tAli rtrcrcnces listNI below :."Ire
avai1:."lblc for sludy in The Word filM
!Hade Flesh.-EclToRsJ R('l'i('lI' alld HCI'-
aId, April 19, May 31, 1870; December
24,31, 1872; January 21, 1873; Febru:!.!'y
24, July 28. August 4. 18. 1874; March 4,
April J. 29, M:1Y G, 1875; October II,
ISSI

2. Signs of th" Till/liS, January 11,
April 12, ISS3; J:Hlu:."Iry J5, October 29,
1885; Nov("llIber 24, 1887; RCFiclI' alld
Herald, Febrllary 10. 1885; M;ly 25. 1886;
January 4, March 15, July 5, 1887

3. Bible £chvf!s, March 15, 1889;
February 15, 1892

4. Ibid., September I. IS. 1892; No-
vember I, 15. December 15, 1892; August
I, 1893; November 19. 1894; April 22.
IS95
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When The Cycles Stop
T HERE'S SOMETHI G fosci-

nating about the future. We
all know it's coming, but what an
advantage for the one who knows
\Vital is coming! Little wonder then
that worldly governments spend bil-
lions on Hintelligence." And little
wonder the Lord promised He
would do nothing without inform-
ing "His servants the prophets."
Throughout history the prophets,

and sometimes the people of God as
well, had the advantage of advance
knowledge. Should it be any differ-
ent today? In the Spirit of Prophecy
we find oft repeated admonitions to
be informed and ready for what is
coming. And if the plain predic-
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lions of prophecy are not enough.
we have as well the assurance that
history will be repeated.
Which raises an interesting

question: What does Ellen White
mean when she says that history
will be repeated? And perhaps even
more important, when do the cycles
stop?
That Ellen White placed impor-

tance on this thought is well at-
tested by the more than 40 times in
her commonly available writings
that we find her assurance that his-
tory will be repeated. A half dozen
mOre times she speaks of "'scenes,"
"experiences," and the "things
which have been" being repeated,

Dave Fiedler

But what does it all mean?
Recent interpreters of Ellen

White have proposed that when she
wrote "history will be repeated" she
actually meant uprophecy will be
repeated," After studying more
than 50 examples of her use of this
phrase I would volunteer one obser-
vation: If she did confuse her word-
ing as they suggest, she did so very
consistently. Only twice did I find
the words "repeated" and "proph-
ecy" in close connection:
"In [Revelation] the same line of

prophecy is taken up as in Daniel.
Some prophecies God has repeated,
this showing that importance must
be given to them. The Lord does
not repeat things that are of no
great consequence,,,l Such a
reference is scant support for the
concept of repeated fuifilimellis of
prophecy, and J don't mean to rep-
resent anyone as trying to use it as
such.
Perhaps a look at the second ref-

erence, one of those often seen to
support this concept, would be in
order:
"We have no time to lose,

Troublous times are before us. The
world is stirred with the spirit of
war. Soon the scenes of trouble
spoken of in the prophecies will
take place. The prophecy in the
eleventh [chapter] of Daniel has
nearly reached its complete fulfill-
ment. Much of the history that has
taken place in fulfillment of this
prophecy will be repeated. In the
thirtieth verse a power is spoken of
that 'shall be grieved, and return,
and have indignation against the
holy covenant, . , .' "
[Daniel 11:30-36 quoted]
"Scenes similar to those de-

scribed in these words will take
place. We see evidence that Satan is
fast obtaining the control of human
mindS, who have not the fear of
God before them. Let all read and
understand the prophecies of this
book, for we are now entering upon
the time of trouble spoken or."
[Daniel 12:1-4 quoted]'



Will I have to find a second Messiah to
come 69 weeks after a second command

goes forth to rebuild a second
Jerusalem? Do you see the problem?

A careful reading of this passage
shows that I) the prophecy of
Daniel 11 has "nearly reached its
complete fuifil/melll." (Does this
mean that Daniel J I has a second
application, or that its first and
only application is nearly com-
pletely fulfilled?) 2) "Much of the
history that has taken place in the
fulfillment of this prophecy will be
repeated." 3) "Scenes similar to
those described in" Daniel 11:30-36
"will take place." 4) "We are now
entering upon" Daniel 12:1-4.
This passage, when taken as it

reads, does not support a second
application of either the eleventh Or
the twelfth chapter of Daniel. It
does say, as do many other state-
ments, that certain aspects of his-
tor.v will be repeated, and it clearly
points out that the history which
took place in a past fulfillment of
Daniel 11 will be repeated in the
fulfillment of Daniel 12: 1-4.

I would consider this a valuable
insight indeed. But 1 cannot yet see
that it says what the uninspired
heading (Much of Daniel 11 to be
Again Fulfilled) supplied for the
Manuscript Release seems to imply.

A Note of Caution

We are well advised to take a
cautious approach to such teaching,
for-whatever its merits may be-it
is certain that the idea has led to
mischief in the past. Indeed, the
"apotelesmatic principle" (the for-
mal name for the concept) was the
philosophical basis upon which
Desmond Ford built his denial of
our historic teaching of the sanc-
tuary. He did not deny that the
2300-day prophecy had been ful-
filled in 1844; he simply saw it as
"a" fulfillment rather than "the"
fulfillment, which so weakened its
application that he was led to reject
the concept of the investigative
judgment.
This is not to say that all who

entertain ideas of "dual applica-
tions" have abandoned the truth.
Only that all such teachings deserve
a thorough testing before we con-
sider them to be true. Because the
subject involves so many aspects, in
this article I can hope to offer only
a few suggested points of considera-
tion.

The Problem With Prophecy

The problem, of course, is not
with the prophecy itself, but with
our efforts to understand it. The
problem is this: if any given proph-
ecy is to have a repeated fulfill-
ment, what portion is to be re-
peated? It may not look like much
at first glance, but this is a very
real question which must be an-
swered before any teaching of dual
application could be seriously con-
sidered. You see, very few proph-
ecies stand alone. Most often they
are linked together in a marvelously
constructed jigsaw. To see in any
single piece of the puzzle an ap-
plication which fails to match with
the pieces around it is to invite jus-
tified skepticism of one's theory.
The 2300-day prophecy for in-

stance. Anyone who is at all famil-
iar with the contribution of William
Miller to the Advent movement is
aware that the 2300-day prophecy
of Daniel 8:14 is inextricably inter-
twined with the 70-week prophecy

of Daniel 9:24-27. If I should wish
to teach a second application of
Daniel 8:14, I would be ,ompelled
to define holV much of the prophecy
will be fulfilled. Only that found in
the eighth chapter? Why is that? fs
there a biblical reason? or is it
simply my own deduction?

Perhaps I cannot find a solid
biblical basis for separating these
two chapters which God has joined
together. Then [ am faced with the
prospect of finding a second ap-
plication of the ninth chapter as
well. Now what? Will [ have to find
a second Messiah to come 69 weeks
after a second command goes forth
to rebuild a second Jerusalem? And

will this second Messiah be cut off
a second time in the midst of the
seventieth week? Do you see the
problem?
Other major prophecies have

their own sets of "entanglements."
But we can be thankful for every
specification of Bible prophecy, for
taken together they provide the
identifying clues which the Lord
saw to be necessary for a proper
understanding of His Word.
One of the beauties of Adventist

theology is its hundreds of inter-
connections. How many times has
the church been spared the desolat-
ing effect of false teaching because
what presented a fair appearance on
one front failed to match up on
another! It is almost impossible to
change any portion of our doctrinal
truth without running into manifest
inconsistencies when attempting to
harmonize the new teaching with
other points of doctrine. If you
tamper with the state of the dead,
for instance, you had best be pre-
pared to modify your teaching on

the second coming, the 2300 days,
the investigative judgment, and
spiritualism, not to mention the
Spirit of Prophecy and the remnant
church.
This has been a decided incon-

venience to many good Adventists
with inventive, inquiring minds-
and praise the Lord for it! To those
now studying the prophecies with
renewed vigor I would say, Be care-
ful that you don't force your way
over the boundaries the Lord has
set up. If you take an interest in a
prophecy, take an interest in every
point of the prophecy, or find a
clear biblical reason not to. To do
otherwise is too great a risk.
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You will never see an apostatized
Seventh-day Adventist Church retaining
that name when the Sunday law and the

death decree go into effect

my next point is so basic
that it doesn't need to be made. I
would hope so, but I fear some may
have overlooked the simple prin-
ciple of allowing the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy to define them-
selves. This is especially important
when dealing with the specifica-
lions of prophecy. If we open the
door to uninspired definitions of
the prophetic symbols, where will
we stop? There mny be a great deal
of plausible logic to suggest that a
cenain symbol may represent such-
and-such, but if that logic is not
clearly based on the Word of God,
of \\ hat value is it? What account
will we offer when our Lord in-
Quires as to the use we have made
of Ilis Word? Would any dare to say
that they S:lW greater light in the
definitions of their own making
than in those He chose to give?

(-10\\ Long. 0 Lord?

Revelation 6:9 depicts those who
H\,.rere slain for the word of God"

3S crying out in uncertainty. ques-
tioning how long it would be before
the Lord should judge the wicked.
In the context of repeated proph-
ecy. or e\·en repe:Jted history as
some would present the subject, the
same quest jon might be asked.

How many times will the proph-
ecies be repeated? If twice. could it
be three times? Three times for
some and two for others and only
once for still others perhaps? Once
again, we find a need for a clear
answer from the Lord Himself be-
fore \....e could with confidence ac-
cept any opinion 3S the truth.
Of special interest in this regard

is the matter of apostatizing
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churches. The history is clear. When
the Jewish church failed in their
mission, they were replaced by the
Christian church. As the mainline
church of the day sank into gross
error during the Dnrk Ages, the
Lord called for the. Reformation
movement of Protestantism to come
out from Catholicism. When the
PrOlestant denominations rejected
rhe first angel's message, God
raised up the Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church.
Now comes the stickler: when do

the cycles stop? Is it nOt n bit
simplistic to say thnt we have
finally arrived? that "the church
will go through"'? Such questions
are being asked more often in re-
cent years, and tOO often with con-
siderable reason. The deterioration
of church standards and the aberra-
tions of theology being taught
among us have given pause to
many, and rightly so.

But, when do the cycles stop? If
we assume that this church is to fall
in apostasy, wl1:l1 is to prevent its

replacement from doing the same?
Will lhe plan of salvation ever be
completed, or must we consign our-
selves to the never-ending cycles of
paganism?
I believe there is a clear answer,

a simple circumstance that will end
the cycles. We call it the death
decrcc.

In the past, when the new and
purificd movement has risen up at
God's behest, the old and corrupted
form conrinued its existence. We
can still today find Judnism, Ca-
tholicism. and apostate Protestant-
ism, coexisting side-by-side with
the remnant church. But the Lord

planned for His church a test

which will end. the cycles. Having
adopted the name Seventh-dny Ad-
ventist, His people took a stand
which-when confronted by the
determined animosity of the devil-
could be retreated from, but nOt
held in apostasy.
You will nevcr sec an apos-

tatized Seventh-day Adventist
Church retaining that name when
the Sunday law and the deOlh de-
cree go into effect. To do so would
be certain suicide, for there is
simply no possible way for an or-
ganized Sevellth-day Adventist
Church to come up to the standard
set by the Sunday law. Instead of
the purified believers rising up out
of lhat body, as has happened
before, you will see the end of the
cycle. The name says too much.
Given the choice of renouncing that
badge of loyalty to I-leaven Or
facing all the terrors that can be
devised by demons and the men
they control, the falsehearted, the
cowardly, the hypocriticnl, and the
self-serving will no longer bear that
name. The recurring cycle will have
finolly been broken.
Though there is yet much to do;

though there are uncertainties be-
fore us, and Questions to be studied
out on many points; though there
are tares among the wheat. perhaps
outnumbering them at times;
though we find every wind of
doctrine blowing within the borders
of our church; though we will yet
see many bright lights going out in
darkness-still we may with as-
surance stand firm on the revealed
Word of God, testing the leaching
of all men by its precepts alone.
and holding fast the truths and the
name of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. The cycles will finally end.
The truth will triumph. God grant
that we may triumph with it. II

I. Manuscripl 107. 1897, found in
Manuscript Release 667, 1-2

2. Letter 103. 1904. found in Manu-
script Release 489, 1-2



LEITERS TO THE EDITOR

Please continue our subscription.
I was putting off resubscribing for
some insignificant reasons until I
read Elder Ron Spear's article
(Editorial, AugUSt 1987) in your last
issue.
r had just picked up the new

issue and was halfway through that
first article when God's Spirit
impressed me very strongly that 1
needed to resubscribe. Each article
has been such a blessing.

It seems with every coming issue
that the Holy Spirit speaks with
greater force through the lru1h-
f;lled pages you publish.
I was especially blessed with the

article by Beth Jennings on how
you all got started, and how God
has sustninecl you.

T;m, Lisa. and Sarah Yates
Upland, Indinna

Though all of you are very busy,
I think you will appreciate feed-
bnck from the recent camp meeting.
Personally, I saw a clear, vital Bible
truth combined with a living ex-
perience-a faith that works by
love, resulting in unity, conviction,
commitment, and action.
We especially appreciated the ab-

sence of criticism, the avoidance of
names. and the recognition that the
conflict is bel ween truth and error.
not between conference and self-
supporting.

I suggest more accurate and
less debatable terminology. In
Africa we were truly self-support-
ing and supported others. But mOSI
"self-supporting" institutions re-
ceive donations. I would say there
are two cacegories: I) tithe-sup-
ported, conference-directed work,
and 2) pr;vately supported volun-
tary work.

Moses and Jesus forbade none.
Every member should be a mis-
sionary volunteer, every home a
Christian educational and evangel is-

tic institution, while supporting the
clergy also. None are "independ-
ent," all are ··church." I consider
myself as definitely a representative
of Seventh-day Adventists as the
conference officers, with all proper
respect for them.

Maurice Butler, MD
Sher;dan, Oregon

I just wanted to send my support
and thanks for the beauliful
campmeeting :it Eatonville. My
sister (who had not listened to
"present truth" before) attended
with me, :md she sat through every
single meeting and came away in-
spired-never to be the same ag:tin!
Thanks so much for your hard work
and earnest effort to get God's mes-
sage to the entire world.

Name Witheld
Gresham, Oregon

Enclosed you will find a check
for a subscription to your fine
magazine, Olir Firm Fmmdalioll.
As a relatively new Sabbath-

keeper formerly in the Pentecostal/
Charismatic movement I truly enjoy
the straight message that your
magazine presents. Keep presenting
the truth at all costs and may the
Lord be with you and your staff
during these last days.

Jeffrey Burger
Dallastown, Pennsylvani3

Response from Trlllh /01' Today
Telcl'ision Program

Just by accident I happened to
turn my TV on this afternoon about
1:30 and watched the last part of
your program.

I was greatly impressed with the
discussion that was in progress,
and, as a result, I \vill begin walch-
ing each week.

I've enclosed a donation and am
requesting a copy of Tltc Crcal COIl-
trorers,P.

Ernest Jones
Proctorville, Ohio

I would like to tell you what a
blessing it w:tS to hear your
program on TV today. It answered
several questions I had. Please send
me TrUll! /01' Today and the Tmth
for Today Dible Study correspond-
ence course.

Deborah Faye Cobb
Jacksonville, Arkans3s

I'd like 10 order your magazine
Trulh lor Today and the book Creal
C011/roversy.

I have been a Sunday Chrislian
until this year; but now I feel I am
a Sabbath keeper as much [IS pos-
sible. There are times \vhen I have
to work on S:uurday (I'm in the
Navy), but I am willing to follow
and obey God's law.

John Van Druten
FPO San Francisco, California

You will find enclosed my dona-
tion for the book Gre(l[ COlllrol'ersy
and the magazine Truth lor Todor.
Your program has answered

Questions I've had :tboul Sundny
and the Sabbath. Our prayer is for
you to continue to reveal the trulh.

Ernest Edwards
Columbia, Kentucky

We are pleased \vith the il/creas-
iJlg respoJ/se {() Ihe Truth For Today
program 011 TI'. It airs IlQliolllvide
at J p.m. EDT. J2 p.m. eDT.
II a.m. MDT. 10 a.m. PDT on the
Tempo Sarel/irejCahle Network.
Your friends can find it OJl cahle
TV or all Salcom 3. Trollsponder 6.
-EDtTORS
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Scriptures

Many gilJe the Ivords
of Scripture a
meaning that suits
their own opinions

tures? Shall we drive our stakes of
doctrine one after another, and then
try EO make all Scripture meet our
established opinions, or shall we
take our ideas and views to the
Scriptures, and measure our the-
ories on every side by the Scrip-
tures of truth? Many who read and
even teach the Bible, do nOt com-
prehend the precious truth they are

. 3d-,-,-be la)d LOI -ch
ions, regarded as inffll-

Itt \Va the unwillingness f
the J Jews to give up their Ion -
estaplisAed t. ditions that prove
1he)·r ruin. Tiley were determine
not to see any\. flaw in their own
opipipns or in t,peir expositions of
the \.Scriptures; however lonS .....
men may have cn-tertained certain
views, if lhey are not c1enrly sus-
tained by the written Word. they
should be disc3rded.
Those who sincerely desire tnllh

will not be reluctant to lay open
their positions for investig.:ltion
and criticism, nnd will nOt be an-
noyed if their opinions and
are crossed. This was the spirit
cherished alllong us forry years
ago. We would come together bur-
dened in soul, praying thnt we
might' be one in faith and doctrine;
for we knew that Christ is not
divided. One point at a time was
made the subject of investignrion.
Solemnity characterized these coun-
cils of investigation. The Scrip-
tures were opened \\'itll a sense
of awe. Often we fasted, that we
might be better fitted to understand
the truth. After earnest prayer, if
any point was not understood, it
was discussed, and each one ex-
pressed his opinion freely; then WC'
would again bow in. prayer, and
earnest sllpplications went up !O
heaven 111m God would help us to
see eye to eye, that we might be
one. as Christ and the F,lIher are
one. Many tears were shed. If one
brother rebuked another for his

II,
-,

r-

teaching or studying. Men entertain
errors, when the truth is clearly
marked out, and if they would but
bring their doctrines to the Word of
God, and not read the Word or God
in the light of their doctrines, to
prove their ideas right, they would
nOt walk in darkness and blindness,
or cherish error. Many give the
words of Scripture a meaning that
suits their own opinions, and they
mislead themselves and deceive
others by their of
God's Word. As we lake up the
study of God's Word, we should do
so with humble hearts. All selfish-
ness, all love of originality, should

The
Search

C HRIST HAS said: "Search the
Scriptures; for in them ye

think ye have eternal life: and they
;-Ire they which testify of me."
[John 5:39] The duty of searching
the Scriptures is enjoined upon
every son and daughter of Adam.
Jesus says. "And they are they
which testify of me." The Father
was revealed in the SOil, and In

studying Christ we shall learn of
the Father. Then let us come to
senrch the Word of God with sor-
tcned, subdued hearts, and read the
testimony concerning our Lord and
Mnslcr. Shall we not with intense
interest seek to calch His spirit,
copy His exnl1lplc. and breathe in
the rttillosphere of His presence,
which is light and love? How ea-
gerly should we study every lesson
1l1nt fell from His divine lips! How
we should cherish His instruction!
How ardently we should seek to im-
itate His character and lifc, and
press on to know more and more of
the heavenly truths He taught. If
we would but practice the truths He
has given, we should perfect an ex-
perience that would be of the high-
est value to us, and to the world.
Jesus presented new views of

truth to His disciples, and how
much deeper was the meaning of
His u({erances than the meaning of
any lesson ever taught by human
lips! "God was manifest in the
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of
angels, prenched unto the Gentiles,
believed on in the world, received
up iota glory." [I Timothy 3:16]
How shall we search the Scrip-

========Ellen G.White========
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dullness of comprehension in not
understanding a passage as he un-
derstood it, the one rebuked would
afterward take his brother by the
hand and say. "Let us not grieve
the Holy Spirit of God. Jesus is
with us; let us keep a humble and
teachable spirit;" and the brother.
addressed would say. "Forgive me.
brother, 1 have done you an injus-
tice." Then we would bow down in
another season of prayer. We spent
many hours in this way. We did not
generally study together more than
four hours at :l time, yet sometimes
the entire night was spent in solemn
investigation of the Scriptures, that
we might understand the truth for
Our time. On some occasions the
Spirit of God would come upon me.
and difficult POri ions were made
clear through God's appointed way,
JJ1d then there was perfect har-
mony. We were all of one mind and
one Spirit,

We sought most earnestly that
the Scriptures should not be wrested
to suit any man's opinions. We tried
to make our differences as slight as
possible by not dwelling on points
that were of minor importance.
upon which there were varying
opinions. But the burden of every
soul was to bring about a condition
among the brethren which would
answer [he prayer of Christ that His
disciples might be one as He and
the Father are one. Sometimes one
or two of the brethren would stub-
bornly set themselves against the

We have man)'
lessons to learn, and
many, many to
unlearn

view presented. and would act out
the natural feelings of the hearl;
but when this disposition appeared,
we suspended our investigations
"nd adjourned our meeting, that
each one might have an oppor-
tunity to go to God in prayer, and

without conversation with others,
study the point of difference, ask-
ing light from Heaven. With ex-
pressions of friendliness we parted,
to meet again as soon as possible
for further investigation. At times
the power of God came upon us
in a marked manner. and when
clear light revealed the points of
truth, we would weep and rejoice
together. We loved Jesus; we loved
one another,

In those days God wrought for
us, and the truth was precious to
our souls. It is necessary that our
unity today be of a character that
will bear the test of trial. We are in
the school of the Master here, that
we may be trained for the school
above. We must learn to bear disap-
pointment in a Christlike manner.
and the lesson taught by this will be
of great importance to us.

We have many lessons to learn,
and many, many to unlearn. God
and heaven alone are infallible.
Those who think that they will
never have to give up a cher-
ished view. never have occasion to
change an opinion. will be disap-
pointed, As long as we hold to our
own ideas and opinions with deter-
mined persistency. we cannot have
the unity for which Christ prayed.
Could those who are self-suffi-

cient see how the universe of God
regards them; could they see them-
selves as God sees them; they would
behold such weakness, such mani-
fest want of wisdom, that they
would cry to the Lord to be their
righteousness; they would want to
hide from His sight. The apostle
says, "Ye are not your own. For ye
are bought with a price: therefore
glorify God in your body. and in
your spirit, which are God's,"
[1 Corinthians 6:19-20] When our
schemes 3nd our pl::tns have been
broken; when men who have de-
pended upon our judgment con-
clude the Lord would lead them to
act and judge for themselves. we
should not feel like censuring, and
like exercising arbitrary authority
to compel them to receive our ideas.
Those who are placed in authority
should constantly cultivate self-
control. I am thankful that God is a
wise ruler, and everyone who is a
true disciple of Christ will be
humble, lift his cross, and meekly

follow where the self-denying,
self-sacrificing Jesus leads the way.
Disappointment may prove to be
the greatest of blessings to us. We
must learn that others have rights as
well as we have, and when any of
our brethren receive new light upon
the Scriptures, he should frankly
explain his position, and every min-
ister should search the Scriptures

Disappointment may
prove to be the
greatest of blessings
to us

with the spirit of candor to see if
the points presented on a new sub-
ject can be substantiated by the in-
spired Word. liThe servant of the
Lord must not strive; but be gentle
unto all men, apt to teach, patient;
in meekness instructing those that
oppose themselves; if God perad-
venture will give them repentance
to the acknowledging of the truth."
[2 Timothy 2:24-25] Every soul
must look to God with contrition
and humility, that God may guide
and lead and bless. We must not
trust to others to search the Scrip-
tures for us. Some of our leading
brethren have frequently taken
positions on the wrong side, and if
God would send a message and wait
for these older brethren to open the
way for its advance, it would never
reach the people. These brethren
will be found in this position until
they become partakers of the divine
nature to a greater extent than ever
they have been in the past. There is
sadness in heaven over the spiritual
blindness of many of our brethren.
Our younger ministers who fill less
important positions must make
decided efforts to come to the light,
to sink the shaft deeper and still
deeper into the mine of truth,
The rebuke of the Lord will be

upon those who would be guardians
of the doctrine, who would bar the
way that greater light sh,,11 not
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come to the people. A great work is
to be done, and God sees that our
leading men have need of greater
light, that they may unite with the
messengers whom He shall send
harmoniously to accomplish the
\\lork that He designs they should.
The Lord has raised up messengers
and endued them with His Spirit,
and has said, "Cry aloud. spare not,
lift up thy voice like a trumpet. and
show my people their transgression,
and the house of Jacob their sins."
[Isaiah 58: I} Let no one run the risk
of interposing himself between
the people and the message of

The message of God will
come to the people; :lnd if there
were no voice among men to give
it, the very stones would cry out.

Seek Ille Lord. put
away pride, pUI
alvav sirife alter
suprell/({n'

I call upon every minister to seek
the Lord, to put away pride. to
put a\vay strife after supremacy.
and humble the heart before God.
It is the coldness of heart, the
unbelief of those who ought to
have faith, that keeps the churches
in feebleness.

I would rejoice with all my
heart to see all who have been
connected with the work, take
their places to hold high the ban-
ner of Jesus, that when their work
sh311 bc done. they may say as
did Paul. "I have fought a good
fight. I have finished my course.
I have kept the faith: henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown
of rightcousness. which the Lord,
the rigllleous judge, shall give me
at that day: and not to me only.
but unto all them also that love
his appearing." [2 Timothy 4:7-8]

RevielV alld Herald, July 26, 1892
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lVarrell E. HOlVell (1869-1943)
served as educator. missionary.
secretary of the General Conference
Depnrtmelll of Educatiofl. and sec-
retary to the preside"t 0/ the Gen-
eral Conference.

T HE SPIRIT of simplicity and
distinction from the world

[was} inculcated from the very
beginning of the Advent movement
till now. These practices [reducing
separation from the world} seem
much at variL'lnce with the s3crifices
and deprivations of our hard-work-
ing missionaries, with their meager
means and facilities, on the other
side of the globe. whither these
same graduates may sooner or later
be called.
Yet, on the other hand, these

various things, though serving as
straws to show the direction of the
wind, can hardly be called the 1110st
impon::llH factors .. under the
topic of separ3tion from the world.
In our educational convention of
1910, 3 warning was sounded,
which was not altogether untimely,
against the menace of a disease then
called "universititis." What was
then a possible two or three isolated
cases has since become epidemic.
The very psychology of building up
Our standards to those of the
educational world. seemed to breed
the idea that if we were going to
measure up to the standards of the
world in our teaching, we must re-
sort to the world for our training
and our standing to teach up to
those standards....
While the logic of this reasoning

must be admittcd, its fallacy lies in
the false premise that we ever
meant to adopt the world's stand-
ards or its methods of reaching
them. Our aim was to produce edu-
cational values equivalent to, and in
our own estimation much superior
to, anything the world gives. We
should not dare make such an as-
sumption of superiority were we
not depending on the principles and
methods or education that God has
graciously given us. To the extent

that we live up to these shall we
have that prosperity and good
success in true education vouch-
safed to all God's children ..

While our teachers were resort-
ing to centers of learning in in-
creasing numbers, followed to no
sm3ll degree by student gradu3tes
and undergraduates, a new menace
arose from an uncxpected quarter.
Wisely Or unwisely, our medical col-
lege hL'ld linked up with an or-
ganization which assumed the task
of defining and dictating standards
for medical schools, with a view to
eliminating incompetent institu-
tions. While the step we took looked
innocent enough at first, the in-
evitable result of tying up an in-
stitution of our own with an organ-
ization of entirely different aims,
soon showed itself in a surprising
way. A new standard was promul-
gated, requiring that all entrum$ to
a standard medical college should
pre-sent their credits from a school
that was registered as standard by
an association of educators who had
assumed a similar task of standard-
izing literary schools.
From that dny to this, the idea

has been kept beforc our educators
of registering our colleges in a
secular standardizing association,
thus tying them by much more than
a thread to the educational policies
of those who do not discern the
voice of God and who will not
hearken to His commandments.
Only two colleges have taken such a
step, on the most moderate scale
that could be discovered-that of
registering only the junior college
department. Where this step will
lead these schools and any others
that may take it, only He who reads
the future as well as the past. can
predict. It would nlmost seem like
tying ourselves to the wil of a kite,
to be carried whither the holder of
the string may list-seemingly in
the direction of less efficiency to
serve the cause of God.

"Separntion From the World,"
Rellie\v alld Herald, July 12. 1923



Religions Liberty Update
UFOs: After a IO-year lull in
public interest about UFOs, 1987
looks to be the Year of the Saucer.
Americans like to think of them-
selves as a hard-headed, pragmatic
people. In fact, we arc a nation of
astrology- ridden, palm- read iog,
born-again superstitionisrs. Forty-
two percent of adults say they have
hJd contact with the dead, and 31
percent have experienced clair-
voyance. One UFO believer says,
"They are here, whoever they are,
to bring a kind of spiritual technol-
ogy." Author Whitley Strieber, who
has been abducted by a UFO and
written a book, Commullioll, says
"Maybe I'm looking for a Savior."
Washingtoll POSl, March 9, 1987

I\loral Crisis: Pollster George M.
Gallup, Jr. says the United States is
facing "u moral and ethical crisis of
the first dimension" and needs to
find spiritual answers to deal with
the sifuation. He said it was shock-
ing to discover that church atten-
dance makes little difference in a
people's ethical views and behavior.
The IVcl/Iderer, May 7, 1987
(Calholic)

Calls for Unity: Pope John Paul"
ended his West Germany visit by
calling for the union of divided
Christian churches and for "a new
united Europe from the AtI:1ntic to
the Umls." The pontiff linked the
prospect of a free and united
Europe with a Christian unity that
would bring 1110ral and religious
forces to all European governments.
"On this laborious road to unity we
sh:11l defend and esteem all th:11 the
divided Christians still have in
common and avoid everything that
might again deepen the rift." Los
Allgeles Times, May 5, 1987

Dcyotion to Mary: John Paul's En-
cyclical on the Virgin Mary appeals
to East and West Christian churches
to seek unity in common devotion
to the mother of Christ, helping the
ecumenical movement. "Why should
we not all together look to her as

our common mother, who prays for
the unity of God's family?" Protes-
tants generally reject Mary's birth
without original sin and her bodily
assumption into heaven. Los AIl-
geles Times, March 26, 1987

Modern Paganism: An idea
designed to unite conservatives and
moderates has been suggested by
Paul Weyrich, a founder of The
Heritage Foundation. The central
premise: that Judeo-Christian
values are necessary for the survival
of Western society. Cultural Con-
servatism identifies four themes:
traditional values are necessary for
individual fulfillment; current cul-
tural trends Hare deeply dis-
turbing"; government and society
must support and uphold traditional
values-governmcm force may be
necessary; and the long view-
backward to the original intent or
the Founding Fathers. Cultural
Conservatism does not require a
belief in God or in religious ab-
solutes. All that is required is the
conviction that the Judeo-Christinn
tradition is the keystone of Western
civilization. Educatiol/ Upc!ale, First
Quarter, 1987

Where We're Headed: Critics liken
Judge Brevard Hand's banning of
45 secular humanist textbooks to
'"judicial bookburning" and
"government censorship or the
school curriculum." The religious
right, on the other hand, hails Hand
as a hero. Controversy is nothing
new. Of his boyhood during the
Great Depression, he said: "1 was
never permitted the luxury of not
being in Sunday School on Sunday
mornings." Los Angeles
March 16, 1987

Unconstitutional: A feder:!l district
judge ruled that provisions of a
1981 law designed to discouroge
adolescent sexual activity were un-
constitutional because they violated
the requirement for separation of
church and state. Under the law,
the Reagan administr:1tion has given

more than $92 million, some to
religious organiz:1tions, especially
Roman Catholic ch:1rities. Under
the law, federal funds have been
used by "pervasively sectarian in-
stitutions for education and counsel-
ing that amounts to the teaChing of
religion." Sail Diego Ullioll, April
16, 1987

Hidden Agenda: Gary North \nitcs
Ih:1t everyone who is attempting to
impose a world-anct-life view on a
majority always uses some version
of thc liberty doctrine to buy him-
self and his movement some time
and some power. "We must use the
doctrine of religious liberty to gain
independence until we train a gen-
eration who know no religious l

legal l educational or governmental
neutmlity. . Then we will con-
struct a Bible-based social, pOlitical
find religious order which finally
denies the religious liberty of' the
enemies of Gael." The
Moy/June, 1987

Covernment Agency: It appe:1rs that
the Roman Catholic Church is
finally getting paid by the govern-
ment to increase the ranks of
Catholics in the U.S. by registering
aliens. For each alien person
registered, the Catholic Church will
receive $15, expected to bring mil-
lions of dollars into its coffers.
Bailie Cr", Morch/April, 1987
(Evangelicol)

Serpent Gospel: Robert Schuller,
proponent or self-esteem, has cnllcd
for a "new reformation," stating
th:1t the 16th century movement
(under Luther and Calvin) was a
"reaclion::try movement" because it
emphasized that men are sinners.
Schuller tells us, '"'Once a person
believes he is an 'unworthy sinner,'
it is doubtful if he C:1n honestly ac-
cept the saving gmce God offers in
Jesus Christ." Evallgeli.'>!, March,
1987 (Protestant)
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The Three Angels' Messages
believe on Him. John could not
express that love in words; it was
too deep, too broad; he calls upon
the human family to behold it.
Christ is pleading for the church in
the heavenly courts above, pleading
for those for whom He paid the
redemption price of His own life-
blood. Centuries, ages, can never
diminish the efficacy of this aton-
ing sacrjfice. The message of the
gospel of His grace was to be given
to the church in clear and distinct
lines, that the world should no
longer say that Seventh-day Ad-
ventists talk the law, the law, but
do not teach or believe Christ.
"The efficacy of the blood of

Christ was to be presented to the
people with freshness and power,
that their faith might lay hold upon
its merits .. ..
"For years the church has been

looking to man, and expecting
much from man, but not looking to
Jesus, in whom our hopes of eternal
life are centered. Therefore God
gave to His servants a testjmony
that presented the truth as it is in
Jesus, which is the third angel's

is pleading
the church in
the heavenly
courts above

"The uplifted Saviour is to ap-
pear in His efficacious work as the
Lamb slain, sitting upon the throne,
to dispense the priceless covenant
blessings, the benefits He died to
purchase for every soul who should

parting the priceless gift of His own
righteousness to the helpless human
agent. This is the message that God
commanded to be given to the
world. It is the third angel's mes-
sage, which is to be proclaimed
with a loud voice, and attended
with the outpouring of His Spirit in
a large measure.

Christ
for

T HE THIRD angel's message is
the message of 1888. Listen to

God speak through Inspiration.
"Christ and His righteousness-

let this be OUf platform, the very
life of our faith." ReJlielV and Her-
ald, August 31, 1905
"Several have written to me, in-

quiring if the mes'Sage of justifica-
tion by faith is the third angel's
message, and I have answered, "It is
the third angel's message in ver-
ity.' " Review alld Herald, April I,
1890
"This message was to bring more

prominently before the world the
uplifted Saviour, the sacrifice for
the sins of the whole world. It pre-
sented justification through faith in
the Surety; it invited the people to
receive the righteousness of Christ,
which is made manifest in obedi-
ence to all the commandments of
God. Many had lost sight of Jesus.
They needed to have their eyes
directed to His divine person, His
merits, and His changeless love for
the human family. All power is
given into His hands, that He may
dispense rich gifts unto men, im-

Ron Spear
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"The
Jesus"

message, in clear. distinct lines."
Testimonies to Ministers, 91-93,
1896
We find from these inspired

statemen ts that the third angel's
message in verity is justification by
faith and sanctification by faith.
You cannot separate them; when
you are justified, you are being
sanctified. and the process will con-
tinue so long as you remain in right
relationship to God. This is the
platform on which the church was
to experience the power of living
testimony to finish God's work on
earth. It was to bring an under-
standing through the faith of Jesus,
that obedience to all ten of God's
commandments by the faith of
Jesus is the standard by which God
will judge the world. This message
was to present to the world the
uplifted Saviour in all His beauty in
the everlasting gospel of Revelation
14:6-7. This gospel of complete vic-
tory was presented by Ellen White,
E.J. Waggoner and AT. Jones in
clear distinct lines.
The reason the message of 1888

failed in its mission is that we have
never accepted more than half of
the message at a time. Adventists of
the past preached the law until their
preaching was as dryas the hills of
Gilboa, but they rejected the other
half which gives power to keep the
law. In our day many have
preached a great deal on what they
term faith and justification, but fail

faith of
is talked

of, but not
understood

to see that the end of true faith is
keeping the commandments.
"Here is the patience of the

saints: here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the
faith of Jesus." Revelation 14:12.

The faith of Jesus gives us the
patience of Jesus.
Let us remember that man must

be restored in the faith of Jesus
before he can have the righteous-
ness of Jesus. Then he can live the
life of Jesus and have the love of
Jesus, which gives him the ability
to respond to life just as Jesus
would. Jesus used no quality or
power that we cannot use.
This experience brought the tes-

timony of Jesus to Pentecost and
empowered the 120 to fearlessly
present Jesus as our Saviour from
sin. They were energized by the
faith of Jesus, which gave them His
righteousness and love.
"The theme of greatest impor-

tance is the third angel's message,
embracing the messages of the first
and second angels. All should un-
derstand the truths contained in
these messages and demonstrate
them in daily life, for this is essen-
tial to salvation. We shall have to
study earnestly, prayerfully, in or-
der to understand these grand
truths; and our power to learn and
comprehend will be taxed to the
utmost." EVQIIgelism, 196; see also
Testimonies, vol. 6, 17
"When I stated before my breth-

ren that I had heard for the first
time the views of Elder E.J. Wag-
goner, some did not believe me. I
stated that I had heard precious
truths uttered that I could respond
to with all my heart, for had not
these great and glorious truths, the
righteousness of Christ and the en-
tire sacrifice made in behalf of
man, been imprinted indelibly on
my mind by the Spirit of God? Has
not this subject been presented in
the testimonies again and again?
When the Lord had given to my
brethren the burden to proclaim
this message I felt inexpressibly
grateful to God, for I knew it was
the message for this time.
"The third angel's message is the

proclamation of the commandments
of God and the faith of Jesus
Christ. The commandments of God
have been proclaimed. but the faith
of Jesus Christ has not been pro-
claimed by Seventh-day Adventists
as of equal importance. the law and
the gospel going hand in hand. I

cannot find language to express this
subject in its fullness.

U 'The faith of Jesus.' It is talked
of, but not understood. What con-
stitutes the faith of Jesus, that be-
longs to the third angel's message?
Jesus becoming our sin-bearer that
He might become our sin-pardon-
ing Saviour. He was treated as we
deserve to be treated. He came to
our wurld and took our sins that we
might take His righteousness. And
faith in the ability of Christ to save
us amply and fully and entirely is
the faith of Jesus.

There is salvation
in the blood of
Jesus Christ

alone

"The only safety for the Israel-
ites was blood upon the doorposts.
God said, 'When I see the blood, I
will pass over you.' Exodus 12: 13.
All other devices for safety would
be without avail. Nothing but the
blood on the doorposts would bar
the way that the angel of death
should not enter. There is salvation
for the sinner in the blood of Jesus
Christ alone, which c1eanseth us
from all sin. The man with a culti-
vated intellect may have vast stores
of knowledge, he may engage in
theological speculations, he may be
great and honored of men and be
considered the repository of knowl-
edge, but unless he has a saving
knowledge of Christ crucified for
him, and by faith lays hold of the
righteousness of Christ, he is lost.
Christ Iwas wounded for our trans-
gressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our
peace was upon him; and with his
stripes we are healed.' Isaiah 53:5.
'Saved by the blood of Jesus,' will
be our only hope for time and our
song throughout eternity." Selecled
Messages, book 3, 172-173
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revitalizing experience of the 1888
message! We may then expect to see
the Lord's work on earth go for-
ward like "fire in the stubble."

subject. There was altogether too
little spoken and written upon this
great Question. The discourses of
some might be correctly represented
as like the offering of Cain-Christ-
less." Ibid., 168-169
uThe soul-saving message, the

third angel's message, is the mes-
sage to be given to the world, The
commandments of God and the
faith of Jesus are both important,
immensely important, and must be
given with equal force and power.
The first part of the message has
been dwelt upon mostly, the last
parr casually. The faith of Jesus is
not comprehended. We must talk it,
we must live it, we must pray it,
and educate the people to bring this
part of the message into their home
life. 'Let this mind be in you,
which was also in Christ Jesus.' "
Philippians 2:5. Ibid., 184
The law has been preached, but

the true faith of Jesus has not been
given equal importance by Seventh-
day Adventists. Until the faith of
Jesus is experienced in the life
there is no power [or victory over
sin and temptation. For this reason
we have not been able to finish
God's work in over one hundred
years. The gospel is not complete
until the true faith of Jesus is
preached with equal importance
with the law.
May God hasten the day when

all God's leadership, pastors, and
laity realize their greJt need of this

"Elder E.J. Waggoner had the
privilege grJl1ted him of speaking
plainly and presenting his views
upon justification by faith and the
righteousness of Christ in relation
to the law. This was no new light,
but it W::J,S old light placed where it
should be in the third angel's mes-
sage. .. What is lhe burden of that
message? John sees a people. He
says, 'Here is the patience of the
saints: here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the
faith of Jesus.' Revelation 14:12.
This people John beholds just be-

The faith of
Jesus is not
comprehended

fore he sees the Son of man 'h:lving
on his head a golden crown, and in
his hand a sickle.' Verse 14
"The fnith of Jesus has been

overlooked and treated in an indif-
ferent, careless manner. It has not
occupied the prominent position in
which it was revealed to John. Faith
in Christ as the sinner's only hope
has been largely left out, not only
of the discourses given but also of
the religious experience of very
many who claim to believe the third
angel's messnge,
"At this meeting I bore testi-

mony thnt the most precious light
had been shining forth from the
Scriptures in the presentation of the
great subject of the righteousness of
Christ connected \vith the law,
which should be constantly kept
before the sinner as his only hope
of salvation. This was not new light
to me, for it had come to me from
higher authority for the last fony-
four years, and 1 had presented it to
our people by pen and voice in the
testimonies of His Spirit'. But very
few had responded except by assent
to the testimonies borne upon this
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Melange
Bob VUH Kannon

Subject: "Natural Food"

What do you get when. you mix
ethyl alcohol, phosphoric acid
potassium hydroxide,
SUlfate. calcium chlodde, ferric sul-
fate, zinc sulfate. manganese sul-
fate, citric acid, potassium iodjde,
sodiurn molybdate, cupric sulfate
anhydrous ammonia, air,
Utilis, and water?
According to the wizards at

AMOCO, you get a Hnatural food"
which they caIt a petroleum protein.
That's right. the American Oil
Company, known for its AMOCO
gas stations. is now in the food
business. This barely digestible
mess is being marketed under the
trade name Torutein for use in
meat products, baked goods, frozen
foods, infant dinners, margarines,
soups, gravies. tortilla chips, pizzas,
and other prepared foods.
Torutein is a high-protein yeast

culture that is grown on hydrocar-
bons distilled from crude oil. May
they interest you in the entree du
jour, steak a la crankcase?

Please notice that you cannot al-
ways judge by the label. Torutein
may be described under the generic
"'torula yenst" or the catchall term
"natural flavorings."
According to Dr. Rosscup of

AMOCO. there are mOre horrors in
store for us in the future. "We're
involved in more than this little
yeast project here. This is a con-
tribution to our overall knowledge
of food science. We are really be-
coming experts in bioprocessing.
There are a lot of waste products in
the world suitable for manufacture
into food resources."
It seems clear that you cannot

rely on anybody (0 supply you food
now except yourself. I see only one
way to avoid eating junk: Grow
what you need and avoid prepared
foods like the plague.
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r-----irinr Qmpon irinr irtnr Q.1Ipon irtnr Einl'lL1ponKinr--------.
The human agent sees what he has to contend with-a strange power opposed to the idea of attaining the perfection
that Christ holds out. But with Christ there is saving power that will gain for him ,'ictory in the conflict. Sevemlz-day
Advel/tisl Bible Commentary. vol. 6, 1098

I-Ia,'e )'ou considered that if you fail (0 teach Iyour children] to respect you, their father and mother, and to yield to
your authority. you are educating them to dishonor God'! Testimollies, vol. 5, 323

The parents, especially the father, should guard against the danger of Iheir children learning to look upon him as a
detecti,'e, peering into all Iheir aClions. watching and criticizing them, ready to seize upon and punish them for e,'ery
misdemeanor. Health Reformer. 172

Regard as a sin, the practice so common, Clen among Se,'cnth-day Ad,'entists. of becoming the echo of an)' mau,
however lofty his position. Paulsoll COllcclion. 53

As surely as you allow )'our natural temperaments and dispositions to control you, just so surely will they appear in
your labors, to mar the work of God, If you should bring souls into the truth , they would imitate your defects of
character. Historical Skelches, 151
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Work
Education /

The decided diminution of work
opportunities for children in most homes
has made the development of work
education in school even more critical

W ORK EDUCATION hos 01-
ways been :-til integral of

GOd-centered education. In the
Garden of Edcn Qur first porCl1IS
were given a be:lUliful garden in
which to develop their physical
reSOurces. HAnd the Lord God
pbOled a garden castw3rd in Eden;
and there he put the 111:l1l whom he
hod formed." Genesis 2:8. After
sin, work was an clHircly different
proposition for Olon; nevertheless. it
was still to be :1 blessing. "Thorns
also and thistles shnll it bring forth
to thee; 3ncl thou shalt cat the herb
of the field; in the swear of thy
face shalt thou eal bread, lill thou
return unto the ground." Genesis
3: 18-19. This work education, how-
ever, hac! deeper significnnce than
the physical development of Adam
and Eve. "To Adam and Eve was
committed the care of the garden.

Though rich in all that the
Owner of the universe could sup-
ply, they were not to be idle. Use-
ful occupation '''''as appointed them
as a blessing, to strengthen rhe
body, to expand the mind, and to
develop the character." Edl/cmiOll,
21. It will be seen that work not
only is essential to physical health

::Ind development, but also to the
developmcnt of thc mind nnd the
character.

In today's nge, dominnted by
apartment living and almost unlim-
ited l:lbor-saving devices, this in-
sight alone might give LIS some iden
of the re3S0n for the inlelleClual
nnd moral wenkness of the present
age. While Illany see work as a bur-
den, it was indeed given to be a

blessing so that the character of
Ill;)n might be rounded and com-
plete. Every Jewish child learned n
tr:ide, irrespective of his direction
in life. Christ learned the trade of n
carpenter.

"Jesus lived in a peasant's home,
and faithfully and cheerfully acted
Ilis part in bearing the burdens of
the household. He leJrned a
trade, and with His own hands
worked in (he carpenter's shop with
Joseph.
"As Jesus worked in childhood

and youth. mind and body were
developed. lie did not use His
physical powers recklessly. but in

such a way as to keep them in
heallh, thOl He might do lhe besl
work in every line. He was not will-
ing to be defective, even in the
handling of tools. He was perfect as
a workman, as I-Ie was perfect in

Russell R. and Colin D. Standish
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No education which ignores the
development of practical skills can be

authentic Christian education, for manual
labor is integral to God-centered education

character. By His own example He
taught that it is our duty to be
industrious, thJt our work should
be performed with eX:lctness and
thoroughness, and that such labor
is honor:lble. The exercise that
teaches the hands to be useful,
and trains the young to bear their
share of life's burdens, gives physi-
cal strength, and develops every
faculty, All should find something
to do that will be beneficial to
themselves and helpful to others.
God appointed work as a blessing,
and only the diligent worker finds
the true glory and joy of life. The
approval of God rests with loving
assurance upon children and youth
who cheerfully take their p:lr( in
the duties of the household, sharing
the burdens of fmher Jnd mother.
Such children will go out from the
home to be useful members of
society," The De.\ire uf 72

Likewise, the highly educnted
Paul was trained in a trade. HAnd
bec:\Usc he was of the same craft,
he abode wilh lhem [Aquil:l and
PriscillJ], and wrought: for by their
occupation they were tentmakers,"
AClS 18:3. Because there has been
such a decided diminution of work
opportunities for children in most
homes, the development or \....ork
education in school becomes even
more critical. Without this educa-
tion the students cannot be given
the balance that God h3s required
of them. Many will be called to do
speci3l self-supporting work for
God, and the ncquisition of a trade
and manual skills will allow them
the greatest opportunity to support
themselves and their families in this
ministry. Even those who are being
called to professional lines will
benefit greatly from the ability to
ply a skill, thus giving them the
opportunity to balance their life's
activities, giving refreshment to the
mind and Ihe opportunity to have
the fulfillment of tasks well accom-
plished. Work education provides
for the studems lifelong physical
activity which will not militate
against the service orientation of
true Christian commitment. but
indeed will enhance the ministry of
all. The development of careful
skills not only is a challenge to the
mind, but also facilitates in the
development of moral attitudes.

even to the simplest t:lsks of life.
The satisfaction of a task well ac-
complished is an altogether differ-
ent s3tisfaction from that which is
obtained in the victory on the
sporting field. Indeed it is not the
heightened, transitory exhilnration
of defeat of another individual or
of another te3m, but it is the joy of
seeing something well nccomplished
which is of value and of purpose
and which in no wise depreciates
the efforts of another.

Much modern-day counsel h3S
been given concerning this much-
neglected form of education. "In es-
tablishing our schools out of the
cities, we shall give the students the
opportunity to train the muscles to
work as well as the brain to think.
S'udents should be taught how to
plant, how to gather the harvest,
how to build, how to become ac-
ceptable missionary workers in
practical lines. By their knowledge
of uscful industries lhey will often
be enabled to break down preju-
dice; often they will be able to
make themselves so useful thnt the
truth will be recommended by the
knowledge they possess." Counsels
LO Parel/ts. Teachers. alld Sllldellls,
309-310. The authors well remem-
ber the experience of a pasror that
once served their church. Some
years before, he had been located in
a country lawn where he occasion-
ally spent time with the local black-
smith. The pastor himself had been
well educated as a blacksmith in his
younger dnys, and on one occasion
when the town blacksmith was
seeking to determine how best to
join two different metals together,
the pastor was nble to offer to him
Ihe best solution. This opening
wedge led ultimately to the canver-

sian of this man and his f:l.Inily,
Many others can testify to the ef-
fectivcness of plying their trade in
the witnessing of Christ's love to
their fellow man. No cducation
which ignor....) the development of
practical skills can be authentic
Christian education, for manual
13bor is integral to God-centered
education.
"Useful manual labor is n part

of the gospel plan. The Grea,
Teacher, enshrouded in the pillar of

cloud, g::lVe directions to Israel that
every youth should be taught somc
line of useful employment. There-
fore it was the CUStOm of the Jews,
the wealthy JS well as the poorer
classes, to tC3ch their sons and
daughters some useful trnde, so
th31, should ndverse circumstances
arise, they would not be depend-
ent upon others, but would be
able to provide for their own ne-
cessities. They might be instructed
in litcrary lines, but they must 31so
be trnined to some craft. This was
deemed an indispensable pan of
their education.
"Now, as in the days of Isr3el,

every youth should be instructed in
the duties of practical life. Each
should acquire a knowledge or some
branch of manual labor by which,
if need be, he may obtain a liveli-
hood. This is essential, not only as a
safeguard against the vicissitudes of
life, but also from its bearing upon
physical, mental, nnd mornl devel-
opmenr." Coullseis 10 Parellts.
Teachers. n"ct Sludell/s, 307
Thus even those planning to en-

ter a profession should be trained in
some manual skill. "The benefit of
manu31 training is needed also by
professional men. A man Illay have
a brilliant mind; he may be quick to
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A well-balanced work, study, and outreach
ministry program provides the basis for
the development of the physical, mental,

and spiritual facets of the life

catch ideas; his knowledge and skill
m3Y secure for him 3dmission to his
chosen calling; yet he may still be
far from possessing a fitness for
its duties. An education derived
chiefly from books leods to superfi-
cial thinking. Practical work en-
courages close observation and
independent thought. Rightly per-
formed,it tends to develop that
practical wisdom which we call
common sense." Education, 220. It
is in the sphere of morn I devel-
opment, however, that practical
education is most important.
"The essential lesson of con-

tented industry in the necessary
duties of life is yet to be learned by
m:lIlY of Christ's followers. It re-
quires mOre grace, more stern dis-
cipline of character, to work for
God in the capacity of mechanic,
merchant, lawyer, or farmer, carry-
ing the precepts of Christianity into
the ordinnry business of life, than
to labor as an acknowledged mis-
sionnry in the open field. It requires
a strong spiritual nerve to bring
religion into the workshop and the
business office, sanctifying the

details of everyday life, and order-
ing every transaction according to
the standord of God's Word. But
this is what the Lord requires."
COl/nsels to Parellls. Teachers. Gnd
Silldellls, 279
"'t was Goers purpose to allevi-

ate by toil the evil brought into the
world by man's disobedience.
And though attended with anxiety,
weariness, and pain. labor is still a
source of happiness and develop-
ment, and a safeguard against
temptation. Its discipline places a
check on self-indulgence and pro-
motes industry, purity, and firm-
ness. Thus it becomes a part of
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God's great plan for our recovery
from the foiL" Ibid., 274

It is for this reason that we are
counseled that if part of educa-
tion is to be neglected, it should not
be work education. Indeed if a
choice is to be made between aca-
demic and work education, the
work is to be given priority. Ideally
there should be at least as much
time every day given to work edu-
cation as there is to the study of
academics. This is not in any way
10 depreciate the study of books,
but it is to place the priority upon
that which will develop the skills
and ministry of work. Thus the
school doy should be divided be-
tween an academic preparation and
a work preparation. Some feel that
this goal cannot be accomplished.
but wherever it has been attempted,
it has been found that the students
perform even better in their aca-
demic skills. Instead, much time
given over to the unprofitable de-
velopment of skills in competitive
sports, is best devoted to learning
vnlunblc work ethics nnd education.
As stated earlier, there was a time

when practical education was great-
ly depreciated by many educational
theorists. to the point that many
referred to academic preparation as
education and the learning of phys-
ical tasks as training. Even today
there is still a tendency to rate
much more highly the work of the
mind than the work of the body.
But such does not bear consistency
with the counsel of God.

Work education is a requirement
for the Christian school and we
have often been greatly negligent
in it, thus depriving our children
and youth of the unlimited value
of the program. When children

hnve a well-balanced work, study,
nnd outreach ministry program,
they have the basis for the
development of the physical, mental
and spiritual facets of [heir lives in
a way that will maximize the claims
of Christ upon their lives and serv-
ice. Thus work should not be
simply an addendum to the cur-
riculum. It should be an integral
part of the curriculum in which [he
teachers in an apprenticeship man-
ner work with and educate the
children in their care. For this
reason, our schools should provide
adequate land so that agriculture
and industries can be developed.
These should nOt be industries that
cause a burden to the financial
operation of the school. Indeed, on
the contrary, they should be so well
planned and executed that they al-
leviate much of the crippling debt
which now is afflicting so many of
our schools. It is important that the
children be [rained in careful
financial management, for if they
nre going to use these skills in later
life in self-supporting ministry,
Ihey need to know how to do so
profitably and in a manner which
will suPPOrt their ministry. With en-
thusiastic nnd capable management,
these industries could so profit the
finances of the school that major
reductions could be made in the
cost of student tuition, thus en-
couraging many of the thousands of
young people now being educated
in public schools to return to a
Christian environment.

In many instances, serious con-
sideration should be given to the
converting of large, expensive
gymnasiums into work industries by
which the students could profit in
every way. There are some who
have sought to operate a work-
study-sports program. This is nOt
according to God's plan, for almost
inevitably the excitement and thrill
of the sports will overshadow the
work, depreciating it in the life and
experience of the students. Sports
are inimical to Christian growth
and development, for they foster
rivalry and egocentric goals. Work,
on the other hand, provides co-
operative ventures and worthwhile
and valuable ends which are at the
heart of Christian education. mJ



Food for Thought
H OW CAN anyone who is in

fellowship with Christ's sur-
rerings, refuse to obey His will and
do Ilis work? Yet there are people
who know lhe terms of salv3tion,
which are plainly rc\Oealed in the
Word of God. They listen to the
message which the Lord sends
through II is delcg:ucd sen'3nts, but,
although they assent to the truth.
they will not obcy. They have not
genuine f:lith to appropriate God's
promises to themselves. They do not
regard J I im as their personal
Saviour, in whom they may trust rlS
a child trusts its loving parents.
They do not regard God as a loving
heavenly F:uher, who has provided
for them a perfect Saviour, nover-
failing Friend. an infallible Guide
:1lld Teacher.

It is surprising th:H they can
rC.:ld all Ihe promises in the Word of
God, the grncious cnlls to the heav-
enly fenst. and yet refuse to accept
(hem. Holding themselves aloof
from the Source of their strength

efficiency, they arc 3S s3pless
branches. 'at having become
united with (he Living Vine, can
we suppose that they will have
spiritu31 eyesight to discern the ex-
:thed privilege of those who serve
God, and the position
those are placed in who fail to fol-
low Him?
So Illany have not the real faith

th:t( works by love and purifies the
soul; therefore they choose to labor
for the approbation of men rather
than of God. a real heavenly

brightness is brought in 10 their
religious life, and the fUlure is
devoid or the assurance which leads
them to trust and hope. Many are
living in transgression 3nd rebellion
:tgainst God. They choose to in-
dulge their carnal impulses r:tther
than to yoke up with Christ, lift the
cross, and follow Jesus. There is a
cross to lift, and self-denial to prac-
tice, in all the ways of practical
godliness. It is through cnre and
helpfulness toward others lhat we
learn the precious lessons God
designs for us. The great sacrifice
of love made by the only begotten
Son of God, won the vicwry on our
behalf. When will the people of
God become pure and true and
Christlike? When will they come
out from the world and be sep-
arnte? When will they open the door
of Iheir hearts and welcome the
heavenly Guest?

We can not overestimate the
vnlue of simple faith and unques-
tioning obedience. It is by following
the path of obedience in humble
faith that the character attains per-
fection. Adam was required to
render strict obedience to God's
commandments, and no lower
standard is presented to those who
desire tOday. Christ has
promised us sufficient power to
reach this high standard. He says:
"Whatsoever ye shall ask in my
name, that will I do, that the Father
may be glorified in the Son. If ye
shall ask any thing in my name, I
will do it. If ye love me, keep my

commandments. And I will pray the
Father, and he shrtil give you
another Comforter, that he may
abide with you forever; even the
Spirit of truth; whom the world cnn
not receive." John I·t 13-17

Why cannot the world receive
truth? "Because it seeJh him 1101,
neither kllOlVelh him." John 1-1:17
The world is leagued against the

truth, because it does nOt desire to
obey the truth. Shall I, who per-
ceive the truth, close my eyes nnd
heart to its s3ving power because
the world chooses darkness rmher
than light? Shall I bind myself up
with the bundles of tares because
my neighbors refuse to be bound up
with the whe.. t? Shall I refuse light.
the evidence of trurh which leads to
obedience, because my friends and
relatives choose to follow in the
path of disobedience which leads
away from God? Shall I close my
mind against the knowledge of lhe
Iruth because my neighbors and
friends will not open their under-
st:lllding to discern the truth as it is
in Jesus? Shall I refuse to grow in
the grace and knowledge of my
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ be-
cause my neighbors choose to
remain dwarfs spiritu'llly? "l3e ye
therefore perfect," snid Christ,
"even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfec!." Matthew 5:48
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The

Impossible

Partnership

Part Two

C RY ALOUD, spare not, lift
up thy voice like a trumpet,

and shew my people their transgres-
sion, and the house of Jacob their
sins." Isaiah 58: I

From time immemorial, this task
has been the work of the prophets
of God. (Daniel's assignment, in the
COurt of heathen kings, was a rare
exception.) "John the Baptist met
sin with open rebuke in men of
humble occupation and in men of
high degree," Selected Messages,
book 2, 149. His daring testimony
to King Herod cost him his life.
The prophetess to the Seventh-

day Adventists was not exempt.
"The message we bear," she wrOte
in 1897, "must be as direct as was
the message of John.... There are
special duties to be done, special
reproofs to be given in this period
of the earth's history. The Lord will
not leave I-lis church without re-
proofs and warnings." "The Lord

has been giving messages to His
people, through the instruments He
has chosen, and He would have all
take heed to the admonitions and
warnings He sends." Ibid., J51, ISO

Do we notice that plural word,
ui,lsll'umellls"? "Does anyone sup-
pose that the messages of warning
will not come to those whom God
reproves? The ones reproved may
rise up in indignation and seek to
bring the law to bear upon God's
messenger, but in doing this, they
are not bringing the law upon the
messenger, but upon Christ, who
gave the reproof and the warning.
When men endanger the work and
cause of God by their own wrong
course of action, shall they hear no
voice of reproof?" She goes on to
declare that when the wrongdoer's
Hcourse of action is doing positive
harm to the cause of truth, and
souls are imperiled, God requires
that the warning be as broad as the

injury done." Ibid., 153. The writer
herself, inspired by God, did this
fearlessly when occasion demanded.
But now this chosen messenger has
long been sleeping in her grave.
Must the church be without any
such voice today? No indeed! For
even in that very same letter of
1897 from which the above words
have been taken, notice this urgent
call:
"God calls for men of decided

fidelity. He has no use in an emer-
gency for two-sided men. He wants
men who will lay their hand upon a
wrong work and say, 'This is not
according to the will of God.' "
Ibid.
As a most challenging illustra-

tion of what these words might
mean, note what Mrs. White wrote
"To Our Leading Physicians" in
1904. It was at a most critical time
in the history of this movement,
when Dr. J. H. Kellogg, head of the
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£l3t1IC Crock S3nitarium.
was loading the way into apostrlsy.
Here are a rew excerpts:

"Where nrC His watchmen? Are
they standing on the high tower,
giving the (bnger signal, or arc the)
allowing the peril to pass un-
heeded·)
"Will the mcn in our institutions

keep silent, nllowing insidious fal-
bcies to be promulg::'llcd to the ruin
of souls? ...

"For years our physicians hrave
been trained to think that they must
not give expression to sentiments
lhat differ from those of their
chief. Oh, that they had broken lhe
yoke! Oh, th::ll they had called sin
by its right nalllo! .

"[\1)' mess::tge to you is: No long-
er consent to listen without protest
to the perversion of truth.
"lias your obedience to men be-

come rebellion against God?" Spe-
cial Testimonies, Series 13, No.2,
13-17

These were not physicians in
privnte prractice. on :tn independent
income. They were denomina(ionnl
employees, directly accotlntrlble to
the man God was call ing upon them
to rebuke. As medical missionaries,
110 intcnded them to consider their
work not 3 "job." but a sncred call-
ing.

WhJt then, on occasion, may be
the responsibility of our conference
workers, or of Adventist workers
employed in Our Adventist I tealth
System, or perh:1ps of the faculty
members in our educ:ltionnl insti-
tutions? Is there (bnger today that
"obedience to men" may even now
become "rebellion against God"?

To keep our balnnce in this deli-
CJte area, will it not be well for us
nil to remember "how great are the
responsibilities of men in holy of-
fice," and be slow to find fault
with thcm in beJring he:lvy bur-
dens? It is fony since I was
cJlled to pastor Seventh-day Ad-
ventist churches, \\lorking under the
leodership or locol ond higher con-
ference officiJls. During this time I
have known at ICJst some of these
to whol11 I believe the following tes-
timony could apply:
"In this perilous time the Lord

hJS given us men of His choice to
swnd as the leaders or His people."
The next words remind me of

God's conditional promises 1l13de to
Solomon: "If these men will keep
hUlnble and prayerful, ever making
Christ their confidant, listening to
and obeying His words. the Lord
will lead and strengthen them. God
has chosen Elder Daniels to beJr
responsibilities, and has promised to
m:tke him capable by His grace of
doing the work entrusted to him.
The responsibilities of the position
he occupies are grcJt, nnd the tax
upon his strength and courage is
severe; and the Lord calls upon us
to hold up his hands, as he strives

The victim of
malicious tongues
needs constantly
to beware

with all powers of mind ane! body
to advance the work. Let tiS
refuse to listen to the words of cen-
Sllre spoken regarding the men
upon whom reSl such weighty
responsibilities." Ibid., 41

And Jnother solemn warning we
need to kcep const:tntly in mind:
"Sat3n would be pleased to have
anyone and everyone become his
allies to weJken the confidence of
brother in brother. and to sow dis-
cord among those who profess to
believe lhe truth. ." What a
tragedy when "the tongue that
should have been used to the glory
of God in speaking words of hope
Jnd faith and confidence in God's
workmen has turned awny n. soul
from Jesus Christ"! Selected Mes-
sffges, book 2, 70

IIJS the prophetic Voice been
contradicting itself? No indeed! It is
just that we must ever keep in mind
thal "impossible" but mOSt neces-
sJry partnership in God's true
church, the partnership between
sepal'alioll and IIlli/y. This delicate
b,llance is beautifully expressed in
the following paragraph:
"As they assimilate their ch3rac-

ter to the divine Pnttern, men \-vill

nOt gU3rd their own personal dig-
nity. With jeJlous, sleepless, loving.
devoted interest, they will gU:1rcl
the s3cred interest or the church
from the cvil which threatens to
dim ond cloud the glory Ihn! God
intends sh311 shine forth through
her. They will see th3t S3tJn'S de-
vices havc no place or countenance
in her by encournging faultfinding,
gossiping, evil-speaking, and accus-
ing of the brethren: for those things
woulJ weaken and overthrow her."
Testimonies to ,\lilli.Hcrs, 406-·W7.
True. it is all tOO often the
reformer, the stalwnrt defender of
the rJith who becomcs the innocent
victim of maliciolls tongues. lJut he
himself needs constJntly to bcwarc
les(, perhJps in defending himself.
he be sucked into rendering evil for
evil.

Sheep Versus SheIlherds

"Thus saith the Lord God unto
the shepherds; Woe be to the shep-
herds of Israel that do feed them-
selves! should nOt the shepherds
feed the nocks?" Ezek iel 3-1:2

"Woe be unto the p::1stors th::1t
destroy ancl scatter the sheep of my
paSture! saith the Lord." Jercmiah
23: I

A growing number of our most
conscienlious and intelligent church
members consider the church they
deeply love 10 be in a condition or
general npostns)'. The rnpid growth
of membership in neighboring and

If only God had
never spoken with
such clarity and
power

distant lands is small comfort to
(hem. If only God had never spoken
with such clarity and power
through His chosen messenger to
the remnant, they coule! find en-
couragement in (hings as lhey arc.
But they have caught a vision of

September 1987 Our Firm FOl/uda/ion 25



things 3S they were meant to be,
and can never rcst content until
they see that vision realized.
They would like to give

wholehe3rtecl support to our educa-
tional work, the largest Protestant
educational system in the world
toelay. But when that system, par-
ticularly on its higher levels, is
measured against the plan given us
by lnspiration, they find themselves
deeply distressed and perplexed.
They cannot help but know that the
world's stJndnrds and the world's
plans have come to dominate our

The counsel gIven
us by inspiration
was not for this
sort of program

schools more 3nd mOre. Campuses
h3ve been built, curriculums have
been set up, recreation;)l programs
have been developed, to resemble
those of the world's institutions.
And a large proportion of Our
church membership, who wunt
whJt the world has to offer, are
only dissatisfied thJt it is not more
so. Most disconcerting of all, per-
h3PS, is the disturbing realization
thot practically all of the teochers
who for a generation or two have
been training our ministers have
secured their advanced degrees at
schools of spiritual Babylon. The
memory of what led to the council
at Glacier View, and what was
learned there of the opinions and
beliefs of many of our mOSt in-
fluential leJders and scholars, raises
questions as to who should be
chosen to instruct our children.
These conscientious members are

thrilled and thankful for our health
message, and for the \vell-devel-
oped program or preventive medi-
cine and treatment with sjmple
natural remedies, developed before
the end of the last century. But
before most of us were born, our
sanitariums were losing the distinc-

tive features that name w:-!s in-
tended to represent, until the name
itself became a symbol of hypocrisy
and was discarded. Today the scene
is dominated by our national Ad-
ventist Health System, carefully
structured to carryon the world's
medical program under the Advent-
ist name. Because many of its
workers are true believers and
loving and lovable Christians, meet-
ing the public where and when it
hurts the most, jt is indeed a means
through which souls are being won
to Christ and His message for this
hour. For this we are deeply thank-
ful. The bbors of these consecrated
workers are not in vain.

Here again it's easy for those of
us on the sidelines to expound as
"armchair generals," in condemna-
tion of those who for many years
have been having to make the hard
decisions. Our organized medical
work did not become what it is
overnight. One step has led to
another. Policies become institu-
tions. AdministratOrs must start, not
\vith what they want, but with what
exists. As 3 consequence, it needs to
be frankly recognized that the
counsel given us by inspiration was
not for this sort of program at all.
The principles involved in the
divine "blueprint" have gradually
become so compromised that they
cannot be consistently followed
within the structure we now have.
We are "unequally yoked" with un-
believers in that system at so many

Sanitariums were
to reform the
medical practices
of physicians

points that no true reform is pos-
sible without a most drastic revers:lI
of policy. Our church and medical
leadership, therefore, on whom the
present responsibility rests, need
both our sympathy and our most
earnest prayers.

Even without the peril of Our
present indebtedness, we had abun-
dant cause to tremble. "Sanitariums
were to reform the medjcal prac-
tices of physicians." Medical Minis-
lry, 27. What these words could
have meant fifty or mare years ago
is being remarkably demonstrated
today jn small "'self-supporting" in-
stitutions such 3S Weimar,
Wildwood, and Uchee Pines. It is to
such as these that a surprising num-
ber of prominent church leaders
have had to turn in recent years for
help that standard medical practice
is not equipped to provide.
This same class of faithful

church members are deeply con-
cerned with the tide of worldliness
that has been sweeping into the
church now for many ye.:-!rs. It has
come to be regarded as "legalistic"
and definitely out of style to preach
on Christian standards, such as
dress, recreation, and even diet.
Our children generally are so in-
fluenced by TV watching that such
members often prefer leaching their
own children at home to subjecting
them to the conStant influence or
even their "Adventist" peers. This
course of action should not be in-
terpreted as snobbishness, but as
faithful stewardship of the priceless
faith of Our fathers. Unless our
children, like Jesus, can be raised
sufficiently "separate from sin-
ners," their lives and influence can
never be a true and lasting benefit
to a sinful and perishing world. It is
not enough today to get out of the
city. The spirit and the lifestyle of
"cicy" must be gotten out of the
home-at any cost. Too rew today
are willing to pay that price.

What, then, are these "laymen"
to do, in the face of predominant
trends in today's Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church? The best solution
many of these have been able t'O
fjnd is to go "self-supporting." In
practice, over a period now of
many years, this expression has
come to be understood in more thall
merely financial terms. It means :.l
degree or institutional independ-
ence sufficient to permit free ex-
perimentation with policies and
prJctices patterned after God's
revealed will. There may not be a
divine "blueprintl' that continues
unaffected by changes or time and
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circumstance. But beyond question
there are principles, broad and firm
outlines, that were intended to
govern the policies of our schools

medical institutions, as well as
of individual and family life.
One gifted leader in this "self-

sUPPorling" work went into it 3fter
fifteen years as a successful evan-
gelist. Central to his whole ministry
has been an inflexible determina-
tion to build, and nOt tear down,
the general work and organization
of the church. Though viewed with
suspicion and sometimes with dis-
dain by many church administra-
tors, enterprises of this type have
made remarkable progress.

It is of interest that this "self-
supporting" leader, though he had
entered upon his \.... ork in counsel
with church leaders, was thought of
by mony 3S :1 "foflller minister."
Because of technicalities of official
policy, he served without l11inis-
terinl credentials for years. In
practice, however. this facl made
no difference to those who believed
in his ministry <mel appreciated the
fruitfulness of his Inbors. Had he
not been colleel by Gael, anel that
calling publicly recognized by His
church in formnlly ordaining him to
the gospel minist'!"y? Most cenainly.
Had he nOt continued to faithfully
pursue that' cnlling, even \vhen no
longer directly supervised by
church offici:lls and supported by
tithe? Indeed. Then was he not
truly a eventh-day Adventist min-
ister during the years when a mere
technicality of church policy
prevented him from being granted
credentials? Those who have heard
him preach, whether in the
Wildwood Chapel or on the camp
meeting circuit. have never-or
hardly ever-questioned whether or
not to call him <'Elder" W. D.
Frazee.
There are others. however, who

have felt conscience-bound to fol-
Iowa more radical approach. Most
of these have been "laymen," A
few have been veteran ministers
and educators. They see that the
revival :lnd reformation, so ear-
nestly called for in the early 70s
have not materialized. They are
convinced that something more lhan
a loving, loyal, constructive ex-
ample is needed. Without minimiz-

ing the great blessing that has come
through our self-supporting institu-
tions, they believe it is long P3st
time for someone to "cry aloud."
God's prophet to Seventh-day

Adventists is sleeping in Jesus.
When it comes to these perplexing
issues, whnt counsel has been left us
through this inspired channel? Here
believing students of this literature
are nOt now fully agreed. The calls
for both sep::tration 3nd unity are so
evenly balanced, and so insep3rable,
that our emphasis may well depend
on our experience.

But it is our
business! Every
member shares the
responsibility

Is our sighing :lnd crying to be
done only in the secret of our
prayer closet? From one point of
view that seems to be the only
answer. How can we hope to effec-
tively win souls, gnthering them
into the fellowship of the church,
without showing respect for its
leadership and loyalty to its policies
and institutions? "We must keep
before the world a united front.
Satan will triumph to see dif-
ferences among Seventh-day Ad-
ventists." COllnsels to Writers and
Editors, 76
"There is no need to doubt, to

be fearful that the work will not
succeeel. Gael is at the heael of the
work, 3nd He will set everything in
order. If matters need adjusting al
the hend of the work, God wil1 at-
tend to that, and work to right
every wrong." Selected Afessages,
book 2, 390. It is not surprising,
therefore, that "self-supporting"
workers under the influence of
Wildwood leadership do their best
to combine loyal co-operation with
church leadership wilh their own
reform-minded standards and poli-
cies. Though deeply distressed by
what they believe to be downward

trends in the church, they confine
their protests to a positive example.
There is a dnngcr herc, however,

that has long brought concern to
somc in and out of this movement.
This danger is th:lt too oftcn Ihe
lillie instilUtional family becomes
satisfied with its own correctness,
washing its hands of responsibility
for the conduct of the rest of the
church and its institutions. The
thought surfaces, "Well, if th:H'S
what they want to do. let them do
it. It's not our business."
But it is our business! Every

church member has a share of
responsibility for the management
of the church organization and its
institutions. We have a repre-
sentative government, and a share
in electing at least the local con-
ference officers. The conference
academy is our academy. The union
conference college is our college.
Even the Adventist Health System
and all its hospitals and business en-
terprises belong to the Seventh-day
Adventist Church and ils NOrlh
American membership. When our
stuely or the counselor Gael con-
vinces us that our church is in a
deepening condition of apost:lsy,
what does He want us to do? Preach
the truth where we are; live ex-
emplary lives; run our lillie schools,
our health-cnre and other projects
as faithfully as we know how ac-
cording to God's counsel. These
certainly come first, and are indis-
pensable. Then what? 0 more?

Though given 1Il

heaven-born love,
it requires very
plain speaking

The "shnking." by which the
purification of the remnant church
is to be accompl ished, is to be
"caused by the straight testimony
called forth by the counsel of the
True Witness to the Laodiceans.
Some will not bear this straight tes-

continued on 31
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J ESUS HAD joined His dis-
ciples in an upper room in

Jerusalem. He was very quiet, for
He knew that j-Ijs hour had come,
His little church WJS gathered
together for the last service He
would have with them. This band
of ctjsciples would carryon His
\York. He had endcJvored to train
Ihem woll, but there was a conflict
among them. The issue was who
would be the greatest in His new
government when the Jews no
longer were in bondage to the
Rom::tns. Jesus had never been able
to convince them that His kingdom
was spiritual and not political. Who
would be the grenresr was therefore
important to them.
Taking a towel Jesus girded

Himself and washed the disciples'
fcet. Judas was the first to be
served, but his heart did not sub-
mit to his Saviour. After this serv-
ice each of the disciples, except
Judas, was willing to concede the
highest place to another. Jesus
ended the service by stating, "'I
have given you an example, that ye
should do as 1 have done." John
13:15. This same thought was em-
phasized later by Peter: "Christ also
suffered for us, leaving us an ex-
ample." I Peler 2:21. And we sing
in Sabbath school, "Be like Jesus,
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this my song, in the homc and
in the throng."

We read in Scripture that Jesus is
our example. But do we spend time
each day studying His lifc so that
we can be like Him? Is this idea
just a nice cliche to talk about, or is
it a real part of the philosophy th:lt
governs our life? Let us scrutinize
each detail of \-lis life so th:lt we
may fully underst:lnd what it means
to take Jesus as our eX::lmple.

[fj]@)U
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In Malthew 4: 1-3, Sawn said, "If
thou be the Son of God." His vcry
words implied disbelief in Gael, a
kind of reasoning not new to him.
He had used it vcry successfully
when he said to Eve, "Hath God
said, 'Ye shall not eat of the tree'?"
implying that it wns incredulOUS

that God should say such words. He
insinuated that or course God clid
not want them to eat of the tree be-
cause I Ie kncw that if they did eat
of it Ihay would become as gods. To
protect Ilimsclf lie hnd given Ihetl
counsel and thrCnlcncd them with
death. S:1tan gnve a positive c1enin!
of God's warning, s:'\ying, "ThOll
shalt not surely die." Eve now hetd
the choice of believing God Or
Sat:'\n. Satan Iud shaken Eve's COll-
l'idcnce in God's word. lie repeated
this strategy with Jesus, s::lying to
Him, "1/ thOU be the Son or God."
,\ t the baptism of Jesus, just a few
weeks earlier, lhe F(\ther hnd snid
clearly th:'lt Jesus W3S His SOil, and
Jesus had heard it with the others
whO were gathered there. Jesus did
nOt need to prove His divine Son-
ship to Satrl.rl. S:llnn's first temptn-
tion, usually the most successful,
was to endeavor to cause Jesus to
doubt the word of Ilis Fnlhcr.
This kincl of reasoning is toO

succcssful with uS today. Onc of the
most bCClutiful promises in the Bible
is Matthew 6:33. "Seek ye first the
kingdom of Goel, and all these
things sh:111 be added unto you." We

now faced with the same ques-
tion that Eve and Jesus faced. Will
we allow Sntan to shake our confi-
dence in God's ,vord? Sh:lll we



believe or disbelieve this promise?
A fricnd of minc, we will call

his namc Joe, \\·as quite experienced
in painting automobiles, and was
employed by General Motors. His
job was to repair any scratches or
blemishes to the paint as the new
C3rs camc off the 3sscmbly line. He
had worked at this task for several
years and had become an expert.
Then he learned about the three
angels' messages, :md what it means
to keep the Sabbath holy. lie under-
stOod that the Sabb3th was going to

[Q)QDIT' UIT'®CfiJ mfu
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be the major issue between those
who serve God and those who do
nOt serve Ilim. Satan brought 10 Joe
the tcmptation of not having con-
fidencc in God's word, as he had
brought il to Eve and Jesus before
him. Would his confidence be shak-
en in the word of God, or would he
stand firm on it?
Joe followed the example of

Jesus, in the same way that v,:e
are to do. Ilis decision was to keep
the Sabbath. When Joe told the
manager of bis departmcnt thaI
he would not bc ablc to come to
work tbe following Saturday, his
manager, whom we will call Bill,
said thot he could take the day off
and call it sick time.
The next Friday Joe went again

to Gill and told him that he could
not come to work the following day
because it was the S3bbath. Bill told
him that he must come to work, or
he would surely be fired. That Sab-
balh W3S a dny of grent anxiety to
Joe, but he didn't go to work. On
Monday he went to the cashier to
get his pay and was told that he had
not been fired and that he should
go to work.
The following Friday he 3gain

went to Dill 3nd said that he would
nOI be at work the following day.

This statement caused a minor ex-
plosion in the shop. Bill was really
angry with him. Joe was told that
this was his last opportunity and
that he would be fired if he did not
come to work. Satan will use every
means at his command to cause us
to fail in following God's word.
The following Mond::ty Joe again

wcnt to Ihe cashier and there was
his check. Joe had t::l.ken God's
promise acted upon it. Now he
expected God to fulfill His promise.
D3Y after day he looked for work.
Sometimes it seemed as if he had a
job, but something would come up
and he wouldn't get it. After six
weeks without work, Joe wns quite
depressed, but he stilJ trusted God.
He saw a fellow worker who told
him Bill \\las looking for him. Joe
went to the shop and was told that
ever since he had been fired, he
had been watched. But now the
company had a much better job
opening in which he would be able
to keep the Sabbath and would get
an increase in salary. "A man with
these convictions," Bill said, "is too
valuable to lose." God fulfilled His
promise. This experience should
give us courage to take Jesus as our
example and not allow Our confi-
dence in God's word to be shaken.
We sing the song, "Will your anchor
hold in Ihe storm of life? ... When
the strong tides lift, and the cables
strain, will your anchor drift, or
firm rem3in?" If we allow our con-
fidence in God's word nOt to be
shaken, our anchor will hold.

Let uS return to Ihe experience
of Jesus. Satan said, "Command
that these stones be made bread."
After Satan was unsuccessful in
causing Jesus to lose confidence in
God's word, he then proceeded to
tempt Jesus to do that which He
was not to do. Jesus was hungry,
but He would not perform a mira-
cle for Himself. He could not do
that which was impossible for man
to do, and continue to be Our ex-
ample. Even though He was hungry
and wamed to e3t. Jesus could not
perform this miracle.
The process was the same wilh

Eve. She wanted to eat of the fruit
of the forbidden tree, but God had
commanded, "Thou shalt not eat of
the tree." Satan said that she could,
and that what God had promised
would not actually happen. Because

she wanted to eat, the temptation
fit with her desires. She followed
Satan's suggestion and ate. God had
said she would die. She did. God
had said her eyes would be opened
to know evil. They were, What God
had said would happen, happened.
As we investig3te the wny Jesus
dealt victoriously with temptation,
let us take Him as our example and
deal with temptation in the same
way. We will be victorious, too.
Jesus answered, "It is written."

When the temptation came to Jesus
(Q lose confidence in God's word,
Jesus answered with Scripture. Let
us take Jesus as our example and
when a temptation comes for us to
lose confidence in God's word,
quote Scripture to find strength for
victory. When we are tempted to do
that which we want to do but are
endeavoring to avoid, Our strength
will be in the scripture, "It is writ-
ten." If a person muSt ask the ques-
tion, "What's wrong with ... ?" the
very asking of that question is a
fIag raised to warn us that we are
on shaky ground. Satan is tempting
us to do that which we already
want to do. Until we have a "Ilws
sailh the Lord" that it' is the right
thing to do, we would do well to
avoid that which we question.

When we are faced with this
dilemma we should be like the mis-
sionary in the African veldt. He
was out in the bush and had been
very carefully looking for animals
that might be looking for mission-
aries when he became aware that he

[¥lIT'@) IT@)IT'
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was being stalked by a lion. lOW
we know that Satan goes about like
a lion. I Peter 5:8. What could this
missionary do? If he ran, the lion
would attack. Since the lion could
run much faster than he, he could
not escape that way. There weren't'
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nny trees to climb, and he probably
couldn't climb fast enough anyway.
He had no gun to shoot with.
He called to mind James 4:7.

"Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you." And since the devil is
like a lion he decided to resist. He
jumped in the air, waved his arms,
kicked his feet, and with all the
vOlume he could muster he shouted,
HNo! No! No!" The lion was so
surprised that he turned and ran
:1way. It is like the smtement in The
Desire 01 Ages, 130. "We may resist
tcmpt:.ltion, and force Satan to de-
pan from us." When we have a
temptation let us take Jesus as our
example and meet the temptation
with scripture.
Since Salnn is always ready with

his next temptation, let us examine
what comes next. Have you ever
relt that if there hadn't been a cer-
tain set of circumstances you would
not have fallen into sin? Romans
13: 14 declares, "Make not provision
for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts
thereof." This text was ignored in
the days of the Holy Flesh move-
ment. They made provision for the
fleshly lusts to be fulfilled, and
they fell into sin. They believed
that nothing they did could be sin
because they had holy flesh. A part
of the example of Jesus is that we
make no provision for sinning. The
person who wants to Quit smOking
is tempted to keep a package of
cigarettes so that just in case he
isn't strong enough to Quit he will
have some close at hand. His weak-

[ill®[f®

ness is provided for. God says,
Don't make provision for the flesh
to fulfill the lusts thereof. Don't
make it easy to sin.
The answer of Jesus was, Hit is

written." He could give that answer
only because He knew Scripture.
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When we take Jesus as our example,
to give thnl answer we must know
Scripture, too. The more of Scrip-
ture we know, the better will we be
able to answer Satan's temptation
with "It is written." "All scripture
is given by inspiration of God."
2 Timothy 3: 16. It' is nOt sufficient
merely to read Scripture. The ex-
ample of Jesus was not to scan a
certain number of chapters of the
Bible a day so that in a year He
could say He had read the Bible. It
is a matter of rightly dividing the
Word of truth. 2 Timothy 2: 15. Un-
less we scrutinize closely, there is
much that we are likely to miss.
Out in Wyoming a long time ago

a man picked up some rocks that
were lying around. He sent them to
a lapidary for evaluation. His
friends laughed at him. They said,
"'These rocks have lain around here
for a long time. They're nOt good
for anything." But the lapidary sent
the man a sizable check and asked
for marc. When his friends heard
about it they said, "They are all
over out here, and we haven't paid
much attention to them. Why would
he want them?" The rocks con-
tained very precious jade and were
in great demand. Until we under-
stand the great value of the words
of the Bible, we may trample them
underfoot as this man's friends did
the precious jade.

God has given a warning. "My
people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge." Hosea 4:6. We can lose
our salvation if we don't know
God's Word and how to apply it
when a temptation comes. We have
Him as our example, and unless we
follow that example without devia-
tion our salvation is not assured.
But if we follow Him, we have full
assurance of salvation. God has
promised it and we accept it.
times like these you need a Savior;
in times like these you need an an-
chor. . In times like these you
need the Bible. Be very sure
your anchor holds and grips the
Solid Rock!"
Another suggestion Jesus has

given in dealing with temptations
is to combine prayer with the study
of His Word. Sometimes what is
termed praying is merely saying
prayers. And there is a difference.
Saying prayers is referred to in
Matthew 6:7. "Use not vain repeti-

rions, as the heathen do." The
rosary similar to what our friends
the Catholics use was found in In-
dia, Japan, and Mexico when the
Catholic missionaries first arrived.
It was used by the Phoenicians in
honor of their god Astarte. The
BrahmJns used it in honor of their
god Vishnu. The Buddhists used it
in honor of their god as did the
Moslems in honor of Allah.

While we don't finger beads as
some of these worshipers do, it is
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an easy temptation to f:111 into the
way of just saying oft-repeated
phrases a moment before slipping
into bed and think that we have
prayed. What did Jesus do? He went
out early in the morning "and there
prayed." Mark I:35. Jesus started
His day with prayer and com-
munion with His heavenly Father.
If we expect to have the same vic-
tory that Jesus had, we need to start
our day in the same way. We sing,
"Sweet hour of prayer." Is that cnly
a song, or is it a part of our life?
Let us enter into our closet alone
and talk with the Lord (Matthew
6:6), and not just repeat some well-
learned phrases.
On occasion Jesus spent all night

in prayer. Luke 6: 12. He was so
concerned with the selection of
His disciples that He spent the
entire night in prayer to make
sure that He chose the right ones.
When we are so concerned to do
God's will that we spend all night
in prayer, we will have the vic-
tory that He had. Then we can
sing, "'Christ, only Christ, no idle
words e'er falling." Only when
our life becornes a life of Follow
the Leader will we have the victory
that our Leader had. !!l



Partnership, from 27
timony. They will rise up against it,
and this is what will cause a shak-
ing among God's people." Early
lI'ritillgs, 270. It is a John-the-
Baptist ministry, "'in the spirit and
power of Elijah." The very
"destiny of the church" hangs upon
it. Though given in heaven-born
love, it will require some very plain
speaking, for "the Lord will not
lerave His church without reproofs
and warnings." "God calls for men
or decided ridelity. He has no use
in :In emergency for two-sided
mon. lie wants men who will lay

God does not ask
His people to
believe everyone
who comes to them

their hand upon a wrong work and
say, 'This is not according to the
will of God.' " Selected kfessages,
book 2, lSI, 153
More than sixty years ago the

courageous editor of our church
paper dared to stand up for some
whom others must have been calling
"critics:' "We need to be careful,"
he counseled, Hthat while we decry
extremes, we do not refrain from
advocating right, consistent stand-
ards. A thousandfold more honor to
the simple-minded believers who in
their lack of experience and pos-
sibly their ignorance, take extreme
positions while they are endeavor-
ing to cry out against the growing
license and evil of the present day;
than to the jntelligellt and liberaI-
minded Seventh-day Adventists
who hold their peace because they
fear that they will be classed with
the radical and the extreme."
Relliew and Herald, May 26, 1926
There are among us todo.y some

who have given up the comfort and
security of denominational employ-
ment in the hope of selling a good
example and crying out against
what they believe to be wrong.
Should all of these be banned rrom

our pulpits and shunned by loyal
church members? This is certainly a
most delicate matter. Discernment
is needed if we are to know what
spirit is working through such a
person.
"Satan well knows that success

can only attend order and har-
monious action:' There are "de_
voted souls" who "'consider it a
virtue to boast of lheir freedom to
think and act independently. They
will not take any man's say-so.
They are amenable to no man. I was
shown that it is Satan's special work
to lead men to feel that il is God's
order for them to strike out for
themselves and choose their own
course independent of their breth-
ren." Testimonies to Ministers, 29

Perhaps the secret is found in
the fOllowing counsel: "'When the
Lord gives a man a message, He
gives with it something whereby
H is people may know that the mes-
sage is rrom Him. God does not ask
His people to believe everyone who
comes to them with a message. The
Lord sends warnings to His people,
not to destroy them, but to correct
their errors." Selecled I\llessages,
book 2, 71. In the words of Jesus
Himself, HBy their fruits ye shall
know them."

We have seen that, as important
as unity is to the success of God's
cause, truth is even more so. "We
are to unify, but not on a platform
of error." Special Testimonies,
Series S, o. 2, 47. "The ministry,

The ministry, the
pulpit, and the
press demand men
like Caleb

the pulpit, and Ihe press demand
men like Caleb, who will do and
dare, men whose eyes are single to
detect truth from error, whose ears
are consecrated to catch the words
from the faithful Watcher." Testi-
monies to lHinislers, 407

"Satan has laid every measure
possible that nothing shall come
o.mong us as a people to reprove
and rebuke us, and exhort us to put
away our errors.... In the past
God has raised up men, and He still
hras men of opportunity waiting,
prepared to do His bidding-men
who will go through restrictions
which are only as walls dnubed with
untempered mortar. When God PUlS
His Spirit upon men, they will
work. They will proclnim the word
of the Lord; they will lirt up their
voice like a trumpet. The truth will
not be diminished or lose its power
in their hands. They will show the
people their transgressions, and the
house of Jacob their sins." Ibid.,
411

Down through all the ages, this
call to reformation h:ls been the
\....ork of the prophetic voice. And
God will choose any individual He
can best use to give ii, regardless or
occupation, sex, rank in His
church, or degree of educntion.
"When light goes forth to lighten
the earth, instead of coming up to
the help of the Lord," there are
some who "will want to bind about
His work to meet their
ideas. Let me tell you the Lord
will work in this last work in a
manner very much out of the com-
mon order of things, and in a way
that will be contrary to any humnn
planning. .. God will use ways
and means by which it will be seen
that He is taking the reins in His
own hands. The workers will be
surprised by the simple means that
He will use to bring rabout and per-
fect His work of righteousness."
Ibid., 300
Separation and unity-an impos-

sible partnership! Whatever our
position in God's true church, may
He give us grace to humble our
hearts, (Q put away Our sins and
petty differences, to pray for the
outpouring of His Holy Spirit, and
to follow at whatever the cost, "all
the counsel of God." Paul did not
shun to declare it. Acts 20:27. We
dare not refuse to obey. Then, and
then alone, can we ever be truly
one.

Elder Paul Felt is a retired
Seventh-day Adventist pastOr now
living in Franklin, Georgia
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Summertime brought around warmer weather and a

near-perfect setting for our annual camp meeting. Since

early indicators pointed to a much larger group than last

year, we kept reminding ourselves to "think big,"

especially when it came to accommodating all our guests.

Long delays in the process of obtaining a building permit

brought on a down-to-the-wire construction effort

which finished a full twenty-five minutes before the first

meeting. Praise the Lord for just enough time.

We wish all our readers could have

joined us, but for those who couldn't

we suggest a set of cassette tapes. A

complete set (including postage and

handling) is only $50, admittedly

much less than airfare. If you are

interested in particular meetings or

speakers, call or write for more

information.

Attendance tripled from last year,

but all went off smoothly thanks to

everyone's co-operation. The speakers'

topics included health, prophecy,

history, doctrine, standards, personal

religion, the challenges before God's

people, and the certainty of eventual

triumph by God's church.
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