
Our Firm Foundation
Vol. 2, No. 12

Consider
the Lilies

Reasons for
Having Courage

The Shaking

A Right Use
of God's Gifts

A Breath of
Fresh Air

Who Is
in Control?

Birth of the King, see page 8

December 1987



Editorial

T HE EVANGELICAL churches
in America have come up with a

supposedly great plan to evangelize the
world, the gospel going to every neigh-
bor, friend, and enemy. It's called
church growth.
Thcir plan is to get anyone and

evcryone to confess (believe) on Jcsus
Christ and be saved. "That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead,
thou shalt be saved." Romans 10:9
A saving belief in Jesus takes action

On the part of the sinner. Remember,
the devils believe and tremhle. Sec
Jamcs 2:19. But their belief turns them
to anger, wrath, and destruction. Belief
in Jesus turns the sinner to righteous-
ness and loving obedience to His per-
fect law. "And whatsoever we ask, we
receive of hin" because we keep his
commandments, and do those things
that are pleasing in his sight. And this is
his commandment, That we should
believe On the name of his Son Jesus
Christ, and love one another, as he gave
us commandment. And he that keepeth
his commandments dwelleth in him,
and he in him. And hereby we know
that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which
he hath given us." 1 John 3:22-24
To the average evangelical, believ-

ing in Christ is going to church once a
week, giving an offering, and being a
good person. It just means don't be a
big sinner, but little sins cannot be
hclped. Do not sin in a big way. And be-
cause of this counterfeit gospel, many
of tbc churches have bccome just
another social club: listen to a psycho-
logical lecture and then have a good
visit with your friends over cookies, tea,
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or coffee. But lives are not changed
with this counterfeit gospel. They still
have lustful thoughts. Thcy still get an-
gry and offended over the trivia of life.
The evangelicals have polished

their church growth programs and
thousands are gathered into a social
club membership. But how many know
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Friend?
Howmany believe there is still power in
the blood of Christ to give victory over
all sin in the life? How many believe
that the commandments ofGod are un-
changeable and that when the judg-
ment is set and the books are opened,
their lives will be measured and judged
by God's righteous law? Let us always
remember that belief in Christ comes
from the faith of Christ which produces
loving obedience to aU of God's com-
mands. The prophet of the Lord speaks
to us:
" 'Ye see then how that by works a

man is justified, and not by faith only.
... For as the bodywithout the spirit is
dead, so faith without works is dead
also.' James 2:24-26. It is essential to
have faith in Jesus, and to believe you
are saved through Him; but there is
danger in taking the position that many
do take in saying, 'I am saved.' Many
have said: 'You must do good works,
and you will live'; but apart from Christ
no one can do good works. Many at the
present day say, 'Bclieve, only believe,
and live.' Faith and works go together,
believing and doing arc blended. The
Lord requires no less of the soul now,
than He required of Adam in Paradise
before he fell-perfect obedience, un-
blemished righteousness. The require-
ment of God under the covenant of
grace is just as broad as the require-
ment He made in Paradise - harmony
with His law, which is holy, and just,
and good. The gospel does not weaken
the claims of the law; it exalts the law
and makes it honorable. Under the

New Testament, no less is required
than was required under the Old Tes-
tament. Let no one take up with the de-
lusion so pleasant to the natural heart,
that God will accept of sincerity, no
mattcr what may be the faith, no matter
how imperfect may be the life; God re-
quires of His child perfect obedience."
SelectedMessages, book 1,373-374
"There are many who cry, 'Believe,

only believc.' Ask them what you are to
belicve. Are you to believe the lies
forged by Satan against God's holy,
just, and good law? God does not use
His great and precious grace to makc
of none effect His law, but to establish
His law." Ibid., 347

One of the reasons the ancient
church went continually into apostasy
was that they fraternized so closely with
the world. They adopted the policies
and then the mentality, then the pro-
grams of the false religionists around
them. In time they developcd a worldly
rationale because of continued com-
promise, and captivity and destruction
were the result.
Let us remember in this shaking

time into which the church has now en-
tered that no church program will suc-
ceed until the church is on its knees
seeking with all its heart the Holy
Spirit's power.

"Wherefore by their fruits ye shall
know them. Not everyone that saith
unto mc, Lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heavcn; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in
heavcn. Manywill say to me in that day,
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in
thy name? and in thy namc havc cast
out devils? and in thy name done many
wonderful works? And then will I
profess unto them, I never knew you:
depart from me, yc that work iniquity."
Matthcw 7:20-23.

RON SPEAR-EDITOR
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[John 17:24] Although He ascended
into heaven to the glory of His Father,
our blessed Saviour did not forget us
here on the earth. And what was the an-
swer that the Father gave to tbe Son?-
"Let all the angels of God worship
him." [Hebrews 1:6] And then they all
bowed in adoration before Him; they
worshiped Him, and their song of
praise filled the heavenly courts. Honor
and praise and majesty were ascribed
to Him that sitteth upon the throne,
and to the Lamb forever and ever.
Our Saviour promised that He

would come again. Those heavenly
gates are again to be lifted up, and
Christ as conqueror, with a thousand
times ten thousand and thousands of
thousands, will march out of those
gates in triumpb, to honor those who
bave loved Him and kept His com-
mandments, and to take them to Him-
self. And He says that He has not for-
gotten them nor His promise. The Life-
giver will call the dead from their
prison-house, and as they come up
from tbe grave, they will receive the fm-
isbing toucb of immortality. They \vill
rise from tbeir dusty beds and exclaim,
"0 death, where is thy sting? a grave,
where is thy victory?" [1 Corinthians
15:55] And they will be caught up with
those who are translated to heaven
without seeing death, to meet their
Lord in the air. Then the crown of im-
mortal glory will be placed upon each
brow. What a wonderful sight are these
exalted ones! The world knew them
not, but tbey are the overcomers! Palm
branches of victory will be placed in
their hands, and again the gates will be
opened, and they will enter into the city
with Jesus, and all the angels of God
will strike their harps, and the heavenly
arches will ring with the victory
achieved through their God. They will
stand before the throne ofGod, clothed

come in like manner as ye have seen
lllm go into heaven." [Acts 1:11]

Thousands and thousands of angels
escorted Christ in honor to the city of
God, singing, "Lift up your heads, a ye
gates; and be ye lilt up, ye everlasting
doors; and the King of glory shall come
in." The angel sentinels at the gate ex-
claimed, "Who is this King of glory?"
and the escorting angels raised their
voices in chorus, "The Lord strong and
mighty, the Lord migbty in hattie. Lift
up your heads, a ye gates; even lift
them up, yc everlasting doors; and thc
King of glory shall come in." Again the
challenge rings forth, "Wbo is this King
of glory?" and the escorting angels an-
swer, "The Lord of hosts, he is the King
of glory," and the heavenly train passes
through the gates. [Psalm 24:7-10] The
angels of God were about to bow in
adoration before Him, but Christ
waved them back; He must first hear
from His Father that His sacrifice for
man had been accepted. He had a re-
quest to present bcfore the Father: "l
will that they also, whom thou hast
given me, be with me where I am."

LET NOT your heart be troubled:
ye believe in God, believe also in

me. In my Father's house are many
mansions: if it were not so, I would have
told you. l go to prepare a place for you.
And if l go and prepare a place for you,
Jwill come again, and receive you unto
myself; that where l am, there ye may
bc also." [John 14:1-3]
Tbese words were spoken to the

disciples just before the betrayal of Je-
sus. The disciplcs were filled with sor-
row at the tbought that Christ was to
leave them - that they were to be de-
prived of His presence. Therefore He
comforted them with the assurance
tbat ifHe went away, He would come
again. He also told them that He would
prepare mansions for them, and would
take tbem to Himself. Wben He as-
cended from the Mount of Olives, our
precious Saviour said that He would be
with them always; and as they beheld
their Lord taken from them into heav-
en, angels addressed them, saying, "Ye
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up
into heaven? this same Jesus, which is
taken up from you into heaven, shall so

Having Courage
Reasons for

--------Ellen G. White
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willi tbe white linen which is the right-
eousness of Christ.

Now, what is the work which we
have to do in probationary timc? - To
purify our souls in obeying the truth.
The law of God is to be exemplified in
the character; and in order that man
might keep the law, Jesus came down
to our world to die man's sacrificc. He
did not, in th.is, detract from the dignity
of the law, but made manifest the im-
mutability of its character. Jesus says,
"If ye love me, kcep my command-
ments." [John 15:10] That it really has
been made possible for man to grasp
the righteousness of Christ, and keep
the commandments, should call forth
from our hearts and lives hearty
responsive offerings of praise to Him
who hath called us out of darkness into
His marvelous light. Now I inquire,
Shall we go with our heads bowed
down in gloom and sadness, because
Christ 1S coming?-No; we have every
reason to lift up our heads and rejoice,
for our redemption draweth nigh.

What is the work that we are to do
here in the world? - We are to wash
our robes of character, and make them
white in the blood of the Lamb. We
must sanctify ourselves and our house-

Is feeling more
reliable than pure

faith in God's
promises?

holds to God. We must bring Jesus into
our hearts and our homes, and we must
seek every day to instruct others in re-
gard to thc claims of the law ofGod and
the plan of salvation, that they may have
a knowledge of Jesus. You can neglect
anything of a temporal character more
safely than you can the spiritual inter-
ests of your household. Our Saviour
wants you to keep in close relation to
Himself, that He may make you happy.
When Christ lets H.is blessing rest upon
us, we should offer thanksgiving and

praise to His dear name. But, you say, if
1 could only know that He is my
Saviour! Well, what kind of evidence do
youwant? Do you want a special feeling
or emotion to prove that Christ is
yours? Is th.is more reliable than pure
faith in God's promises? Would it nOl
be belter to take the blessed promises
of God and apply them to yourself,
bearing your whole weight upon them?
Th.is is faith. It is by faith that we are to
come into a sacred nearness to Christ,
not depending upon feeling; we are to
say, "I believe Thy promise, Lord, be-
cause Thou hast said it. Thy word is
pledged; we know that we are the chil-
dren of God because we comply with
tbe conditions, because He has pledged
His word." There is not a friend in the
world of whom you would require one-
half the assurance that our heavenly
Father has given you in His promises.

uAbide in mc, and 1 in you. As tbe
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, ex-
cept it abide in the vine; no more can
ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine,
ye are the branches: he that abideth in
me and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit: for without me ye can
do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he
is cast forth as a branch, and is
withered; and men gather them, and
cast them into the fIre, and they are
burned. Ifye abide in me, and mywords
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye wiJl,
and it shall be done unto you. Herein is
my Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. As the
Father hath loved me, so have I loved
you: continue ye in my love. If ye keep
my commandments, ye shall abide in·
my love; even as I have kept my Father's
commandments, and abide in h.is love.
These th.ings have I spoken unto you,
that my joy might remain in you, and
that your joy might be full. This is my
commandment, That ye love one
another, as I have loved you." [John
15:4-10J

You can see the condition on which
you become the children of promise,
and receive the love ofGod. Jesus knew
that of yourself you could not obey
God's law; for you were sold under sin;
therefore He came to our world to
bring to you moral power, that through
faith in His name you might live. He
brings His divinc power to combine

with your human efforts, that through
His righteousness appropriated to
yourself, you can keep His law. Our lib-
erty was procured by Christ, by His
spotless, meritorious life and death. We
receive the righteousness of Christ, and
through His merits enjoy liberty, and
are identified with Him. We have the
promise that if we abide in Hinl, and
His words abide in us, we may ask what
we will, and it shall be done unto us. Is

There is everything
to encourage us, for
through grace we

may be overcomers

it indeed possible that Christ may abide
in us, and we in Him? Christ says, "If ye
abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be
done unto you." [John 15:7] Would He
tempt us and deeeive us? - No, indeed.
There is everything to encourage any
soul who by faith claims the promises
that God has given us, for through His
grace we may be overcomers. The law
cannot lower the standard or take less
than its full demands; therefore it can-
Dot cleanse us from one sin; but God's
Son, who is one with the Fatber, equal
in authority \vith the Father, paid the
debt for us. We are to add to faith,
virtue; and to virtue, knowledge; and to
knowledge, temperance; and to
temperance, patience; and to patience,
godliness; and to godliness, brotherly
kindness; and to brotherly kindness,
charity. You are not to th.ink that you
must wait until you have perfected one
gracc, before cultivating another. No;
tbey are to grow up together, fed con-
tinually from the fountain of charity;
every day that you live, you can be per-
fecting the blessed attributes fully re-
vealed in the character of Christ; and
when you do this, you will bring light,
love, peace, and joy into your homes.Ii

Review alld Herald, July 29,1890
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Martha M. Odom

Consider

the Lilies

W HO IS NOT charmed by the ex-
quisite perfection of a rose, an

orchid, a illy of the valley? How won-
derful that the Lord has "spared us the
beauty of these wanderers from Eden"l
as constant reminders of His unfath-
omable love for us!
We are told that "Jesus plucked the

beautiful illy, and placed it in the hands
of children and youth; and as they
looked into His own youthful face,
fresh with the sunlight of His Father's
countenance, He gave the lesson, 'Con-
sider the ]j]jes of the field, how they
grow [in the simplicity of natural
beauty]; they toil not, neither do they
spin: and yet I say unto you, That even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed
like one of these: [Matthew 6:28--30]
Then followed the sweet assurance and
the important lesson, Wherefore, if
God so clothe the grass of the field,
which today is, and tomorrow is cast
into the oven, shall he not much more
clothe you, 0 ye oflittle faith?' ,,2
Mrs. Ellen G. White tells of an ex-

perience she and her son had with wa-
ter lilies: "These beautiful lilies come
up pure, spotless, perfect, without a
single mar. They come through a mass
of debris. I said to my son, 'I want you to
make an effort to get me the stem of
that lily as near the root as possible. I
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want you to understand something
about it.'
"He drew up a handful of ]j]jes, and

I looked at them. They were all full of
open channels, and the stems were
gathering the properties from the pure
sands beneath, and these were being
developed into the pure and spotless
illy. It refused all the debris. It refused
every unsightly thing, but there it was
developed in its purity.

Their lives may be
like the pure white
lily, fragrant despite
the stagnant water

"Now this is exactly the way that we
are to educate our youth in this world.
Let their minds and hearts be in-
structed who God is, who Jesus Christ
is, and the sacrifice that He has made in
our behalf. Let them draw the purity,
the virtue, the grace, the courtesy, the
love, the forbearance; let them draw it

from the Source of all power.',)
In other words, let us fill our ch.il-

dren's minds from their earliest years
with the thrilling truths of the Bible and
nature. Help them to love the right and
reject the wrong. We are all sur-
rounded with the filth and debris of sin
in this wicked world. Especially is it a
time of great peril and trial to youth.
They must have right principles so
firntly established in their own hearts
and lives that th.ey will be able to lay
hold of divine strength to resist tempta-
tion, for of themselves they will be over-
come. Surrounded by the scum of skep-
ticism, tobacco, drugs, pornog-
raphy, immorality, fictitious literature,
rock and roll music, the television
screen depicting crime and the ob-
jectionable programs brought into the
horne-to mention only some of the
wickedness prevailing in our world
today- our Seventh-day Adventist
children and youth need our sympathy,
guidance, and prayers.
"If they will with faith and courage

bring their will in submission to the will
of God, He will teach them, and their
lives may be like the pure white lily, full
of fragrance 00 the stagnant waters.,,4
"The lily is a representation of

Christ among men. Hc came to a world
all seared and marred with the curse,



Berea
but He was not polluted by His sur-
roundings.nS He is our Example, as well
as our Saviour.
A visitor at a mine noticed a pure

white lily growing close to tbe ground
and surrounded by coal dust. But not a
speck of the black dust was on its pet-
als. The guide explained that the Wy
had something within itself that ena-
bled it to throw off the coal dust.
So the Christian in this sinful wnrld,

young or older grown, like the Wy on a
slimy pool, by feeding his soul with the
Word of God, the Spirit of Prophecy
writings, secret prayer, and work for
others, may develop a beautiful Chris-
tian character.
"Christ did not fail, neither was He

discouraged; and His followers are to
manifest a faith of the same enduring
nature. They are to live as He lived, and
work as He worked, because they de-
pend on Him as the great Master-
worker.
"Courage, energy, and persever-

ance they must possess. Though ap-
parent impossibilities obstruct their
way, by His grace they are to go for-
ward. Instead of deploring difficulties,
they are called upon to surmount them.
They are to despair of nothing, and to
hope for everything. With the golden
chain of His matcWess Jove, Christ had
bound them to the throne of God. It is
His purpose that the highest influence
in the universe, emanating from the
Source of all power, shall be theirs.
They are to have power to resist evil,
power that neither earth, nor death, nor
hell can master, power that will enable
them to overcome as Christ Qver-
came.,,6
"The life of Christ's disciples is to

be like His, a series of uninterrupted
victories, not seen to be such here, but
recognized as such in the great here-
after.,,7

lEducation, 119
201riSt'S Object Lessons, 19
30lild Guidance, 58
4TemperOflce, 187
5YO/l f!t's IlIstnlClOr, January 21, 1897
6Gospel Workers, 39 (1915 edilion)
'Testimonies, vol. 6, 307

©
The work ofpublishing has been in-

extricably bound up with the growth and
history of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. Its influence, both in the
strengthening ofchurch members and as
all evangelistic tool to reach those not of
our faith, can scarcely be estimated. As
this work and influence continue, it is the
purpose ofCopyright Berea to direct our
readers' attention to publications of
merit Olzd usefulness.

Ellen G. White 1888 Materials. 1,812
pages in four paperbound volumes, El-
Jen G.White Estate, $34.95
As we near the new year, it is only to

be e.>"pected that the events of a century
ago will receive a good deal of atten-
tion. The Minneapolis General Confer-
ence, A.T. Jones, E.J. Waggoner,
Righteousness by Faith - all these we
may expect to encounter somewhat
more regularly than usual And well we
should. Unfortunately, bowever, since
Adventism is deeply divided on the sig-
nificance of 1888, we may expect to en-
counter increasing confusion on the
subject. One might wish for better, but
it would be crinlinally naive to suppose
that longstanding differences of inter-
pretation will not obscure the issues.
Fortunately there is a bright spot

anDd the clouds. Ellell G. White 1888
Materials, recently made available by
the Ellen G. White Estate, presents a
gold mine of authoritative information.
We bave before us now virtually every
reference to the Minneapolis Confer-
ence to be found in the letters, sermons,
and manuscripts of Ellen White. Other

books will no doubt be forthcoming on
tbe subject, but leave them alone tmtil
you have read this one. Admittedly,
1800 pages is a major undertaking. But
1888 was a major event. And Right-
eousness by Faith is certainly a topic
worth the effort.
I wouldn't want to be understood as

saying that every otber volume on the
subject is distorted (though some in the
past bave been), but if you understand
the value of original source material,
and especially inspired original source
material, you will realize tbe bench-
mark nature of this new publication.
Simply put, spend your money

where it will do the most good. I might
also advise that you do so posthaste, as
only two thousand copies are being
printed. Probably there will be no
shortage (a disappointing commentary
on the reading babits of five million
Adventists), but just in case, remember
that you've been warned. Tbe price is
$34.95, postpaid. Make your check or
money order payable to the Ellen G.
White Estate. Tbe address is 6840
Eastern Avenue NW, Washington,
D.C. 20012.

Since you'll be writing to the White
Estate, take the opportunity to request
a copy of their small catalog of "Docu-
ments Available." You'll find compiled
counsels on everything from Adultery,
Divorce, and Remarriage to Ellen G.
White and the Role of Women in the
Church. At pennies a page, these doc-
uments often provide one of the most
helpful sources of specific information
available.
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Birth of the King
FROM WICHITA, Kansas to

Kongsberg, Norway, and around
the world, the colorful sights and de-
lightful sounds of Christmas once again
peIVade the earth. Many Christians ob-
serve Christmas as a commemoration
of the birth ofJesus in lowlyBetillehem.
Though in all probability it is not His
birthday, let us use this time of Chris-
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tian awareness to review the events sur-
rounding that glorious occasion.
"When the fullness of the time had

come, God sent forth His Son" of
whom it was proclaimed that "of the in-
crease of His government and peace
there will be no end." He was to sit
('upon the throne of David, and over
His kingdom, to order it and establish it

Marshall Grosboll

with judgment and justice from that
time forward, even forever." "For unto
us a Child is born, unto us a Son is
given; and the government will be upon
His shoulder." (Galatians 4:4; Isaiah
9:7,6; Scripture texts are from the New
King James Bible)
Thus, according to Scripture, when

Jesus was He was to sit upon
the "throne of David" and to establish
the kingdom in justice and peace.
Though the chosen nation should suffer
economic chaos, theological apostasy,
and political corruption, its members
were sure it would ultimately recover,
for the Messiah would once again bring
justice and peace, prosperity and do-
minion to God's people.
\Vas not "the government" to be

"upon His shoulder"? And does the
government not refer to the leaders and
authorities of the nation? Thus the
people confidently looked to their
leaders to proclaim the Messiah King.
While the world of Israel thus

looked expectantly toward Jerusalem
for the birth announcement of their
Saviour and King, a newborn babe lay
sleeping on beaten-down straw, under
strips of linen, in a Bethlehem barn. He
was a normal-looking infant, born of
peasant stock. He was the Messiah, the
Creator of the universe. The future of
Israel's prosperity and existence lay
huddled beside Him.
Angels, bursting with eagerness to

tell the good news, flew from house to
house, synagogue to synagogue,
throughout the length and breadth of
Judea, searching for receptive hearts,
to announce the birth of this newborn
son. They searched. Where were the
7,000 faithful of Elijah's day? Though
Elijah had not known their wherea-
bouts, these angels had known every



But who will listen to shepherds? They have
no degrees, no preaching license, no literary
or oratorical skills-if they preach this

gospel it will turn many away!

name and address. But now they
searched in vain! Yet the people of
Israel were zealous Sabbathkeepers.
They sent their children to the rabbini-
cal schools and daily studied the Scrip-
tures. And most of all, tbey were of the
lineage of Abraham, loyal Jews, as
demonstrated by their loyalty to their
human leaders.

In one classroom an angel lingers as
a scholar lectures his students. "It is
nearly time for the Messiah to come,"
he says. The angel starts forward with
breathtaking joy- has he found a wor-
thy group? He readies to lighten the
room and share the good news, but the
teacher continues:

'(Be aware, however, that the his-
toric beliefs, based upon simple Bible
statements, must today be balanced
with modern scholasticism. Rabbi
Benikel, for example, in his recent dis-
sertation on the linguistic origins of
Daniel, which has received the en-
dorsement of Rabbi Hanahan, points
out several exegetical problems with
the theory of the Babylonian origin of
Daniel. He asserts that portions of
Daniel were written during the early
Maccabean period and that the Mes-
siah prophecy was an attempt to
strengthen the support of Judas Mac-
cabeus in his resistance to the Antio·
chan occupation of Judea. The Sanhe-
drin Council has yet to decide on this
theory, but Rabbi Benikel, under-
standably, has not wanted to submit it
to their jurisprudence until he has more
support in the council."
The angel folds his wings and turns

to leave. The professor drones on-
Rabbi El-Stevens has also shown prob-
lems with the year-day theory. This
theory, he says, developed as a result of
Israel's disappointment when the Mes-
siah did not come when expected
shortly after Cyrus' decree.... But the
angel has gone. The rejection of the
Messiah had already begun.
Thus it was that "angels came . ..

unseen to Jerusalem, to the appointed
expositors of the Sacred Oracles, and
the ministers of God's house.... Yet
Jerusalem was not preparing to wel-
come her Redeemer. With amazement
the heavenly messengers beheld the in-
difference of the people whom God

had called to communicate to the world
the light of sacred truth.... They re-
hearsed their meaningless prayers, and
performed the rites of worship to be
seen by men, but in their strife for
riches and worldly honor they were not
prepared for the revelation of the Mes-
sial,." 17,e Desire ofAges, 43-44
The angel returns from his search to

the hayloft headquarters ofBetWehem:
"I've searched the classrooms of
Judea," he reports. "The teachers are
expounding the Scriptures, but they are
very proud and degree-oriented. 'They

love ... to be called ... Rabbi.' (Mat-
thew 23:6-7) The students' minds are
'crowded with material that ... [is]
worthless' and they are so busy with
their biblical studies that they have no
time for 'quiet hours to spend with
God.' Thus they do 'not hear His voice
speaking to the heart.' 17le Desire of
Ages, 69. They have elevated human
philosophy above simple faith and have
'set human teaching above God's
Word.' Christ's Object Lessons, 304.
They pray before every class, but there
is no real desire for divine enlighten-
ment. I am sad to report that I have not
been able to find a single classroom of
Judea withinwhich I could give the glad
tidings of Jesus' birth. Even if I had told
them, unless it was endorsed by the
Sanhedrin and came through the offi-
cial channels, they would not have
believed it."
"That's the kind of reports we're

getting from all over," was the answer
from the co-ordinating angel. "It is
pretty bleak. Ifwe could even find some
in individual dwellings with whom we
could share the good news, but the an-
gels visiting the homes report that the

people have 'respected the priests and.
rabbis for their intelligence and ap-
parent piety' for so long, that 'in all re-
ligious matters they [have] yielded im-
plicit obedience to their authority.' 17,e
Desire of Ages, 611. They have almost
made their human leaders infallible.
"We have found two persons, how-

ever, named Simeon and Anna, who
are 'just and devout, waiting for the
Consolation of Israel' and filled with
the Holy Spirit. Luke 2:29, 36. Of
course, they are so old that few will
listen. What's more, Anna is a proph-

etess, and you know how the testimony
of the Spirit has been received of late.
Completely made of none effect by
many, I fear.
"Another detachment of angels

have found some philosophers in Persia
who are sincere seekers for truth. They
have the writings of Balaarn. Possibly
we can reach them through their belief
in astrology. Balaam said, 'A Star shall
come out of Jacob' (Numbers 24:17);
now ifwe make a visible star arise over
Bethlehem . . _u
But the commander was inter-

rupted by the entrance of another angel
who appears radiant with joy-"I've
found some who believe'" he an-
nounces. "There are some shepherds
herding their sheep right outside this
very city," he says, "who are praying
and meditating on the Scripture and ex-
pecting the Christ to come!"
"But who will listen to shepherds?"

asks one of the angels standing nearby.
"They have no degrees, no preaching li-
cense, no literary or oratorical skills, no
friends in the synagogue, no influence
at all- if they preach this gospel it will
turn many away!"
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The question they asked both John and
Jesus was, "By what authority do

you do these things?"-what ra bbi, priest, or
synagogue has endorsed you?

UBut God is no respector of per-
sons." responds the angel. "They are
worthy and I must tell them."
"We're all coming," responds the

commander. "You are the only one
who has had success tonight-we're
joining you!"

That night the lowly shepherds be-
came the best and only true theologians
of Israel. They did not know four or five
variant possibilities of prophetic inter-
prctations; they could not quote rab-
binical sources; they did not even know
the dictionary definition of exegesis,
but they knew the truth. True theology

is the process of humbly arriving at
truth, not the process of proudly eluci-
dating human speculation.
Those who do not understand or

believe in God's holy Sabbath are not
theologians. They may be sincere, but
they are not theologians. The most
common and illiterate person who un-
derstands and keeps the Sabbath is a
greater theologian than the wisest
scholar who is ignorant of such a basic,
plain truth of the Bible. Those who do
not understand the closing events of
earth's history as delineated in
the Revelation, and The Great COII-

troversy, are not theologians. Those
who do not understand the power of
Christ to deliver from sin, or the plain
and simple gospel story of who Jesus
was-"the seed of David according to
the flesh" (Romans 1:3) - are not theo-
logians. Those who have known and re-
jected God's voice through the Spirit of
Prophccy may bc applauded for their
grcat speculative skills, but their wis-
dom is no greater than was that of the
scribes and Pharisees in Jesus' day-
they are not theologians. And if the
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church, or individuals, permit them-
selves to be educated by these broken
cisterns, they will be deceived and re-
jected by God as were the Jews in
Jesus' day.

As in Jesus' day, "There are men
among us in responsible positions who
hold that the opinions of a few con-
ceited philosophers, so called, are
more to be trusted than the truths of the
Bible, or the testimonies of the Holy
Spirit. Such a faith as that of Paul,
Peter, or John is considered old-fash-
ioned and insufferable at the present
day.... God has shown me that these

men arc ... to prove a scourge to our
people. They are wise above what is
written. This unbelief of the very truths
of God's Word because human judg-
ment cannot comprehend the mysteries
ofHis work is found ... in most of our
schools and comes into the lessons of
the nurseries." Testimonies, vol. 5, 79
Few so-called scholars are true the-

ologians, and few theologians are rec-
ognized scholars. Jesus said, "I thank
You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because You have hidden these things
from the wise and prudent and have re-
vealed them to babes." Matthew 11:25

As with ancient Israel at Christ's
rust coming, so with modem Israel "in
the last solemn work" before His sec-
ond coming- "few great men will be
engaged." They "have trusted to intel-
lect, genius, or talent ... [and] did not
keep pacc with the light. ... God will
work a work in our day that but few an-
ticipate. He will raise up and exalt
among us those [like the shepherds]
who are taught rather by the unction of
His Spirit than by the outward training
of scientific institutions.... God will

manifest that He is not dependent on
learned, self-important mortals." Tes-
timonies, vol. 5, 80-82
In Jesus' day the people had been

led to believe that God's work de-
pended upon the priests and rabbis, as
"we have been inelined to think that
where there are no failhful ministers
there can be no true Christian, but this
is not the case. God has promised that
where the shepherds are not true He
will take charge of the flock Himself.
God has never made the flock wholly
dependent upon human instrumentali-
ties." Testimonies, vol. 5, 80
The Jewish people could not

fathom the Lord ever forsaking them.
Their leaders had emphasized the texts
that spoke of their eternal heritage to
the exclusion of texts that spoke of the
conditions of prosperity. This led to a
false sense of security in the system.
They forgot that God has not made
Himself dependent on any man, nation,
or church. Anyone, such as John the
Baptist, who said HGod can raise up
children to Himself from these stones,"
was thought of as a schizmatic and sep-
arationist. The question they asked
both John and Jesus was, "By what
authority do you do these things?"-
what rabbi, priest, or synagogue has en-
dorsed you?
The rejection of Jesus and the de-

struction of a nation followed a very
simple path: 1) The leaders became
political with only an outward appear-
ance of piety in order to retain the
people's confidence and support.
2) The educational system elevated the
human above the divine. 3) The people
were taught that all questions ofadmin-
istration or policy must be submilled to
ecclesiastical authority and that only
those under such authority could
preach, write, or teach. 4) The people
were taught that the chosen nation
would continue to be blessed regard-
less of what it did. 5) the people were
led to believe that the work of the Lord
consisted totally of the political system
then in control of the nation. God was
not recognized as the Head of His
church as stated in Ephesians 1:22-23.
The Lord Himself was obliged to go
through the "propcr channels" of tbe

Continued on 27



LEITERS TO THE EDITOR

_.,
-

Truth for Today Bible Students

The current issue of OUT Firm
FOlllldation has to be the most enlight-
ening you have ever produced. For sev-
eral months now I have been puzzling
over the question, What did I accept as
truth that brought me to a sleepy atti-
tude towards victory in my life? Now it
is clear that I had a misunderstanding
as to the nature of sin. I have always ac-
cepted the fact that I needed to gain the
victory, but at the same time I saw the
task as impossible because I was re-
garding sin as a state of being. I knew
that some day the Lord would explain
what appeared to be contradictions.
Your magazine and tapes are slowly
enlightening my mind. For that I want
to thank you.

Breta White
Hendersonville, NC

I am a pastor on the east coast and
have been receiving your magazine for
almost two years. I find it so refreshing
to hear the straight testimony every
month. God bless you. You are con-
stantly in my prayers.
I would like to request that you start

sending my sister Our Finn Foundation
each month. She and her husband are
new Adventists and are going through a
terrible time in their church with the
"New Theology." They greatly need
your truth-filled magazine to keep them
on the right track and to counteract this
heresy.

Pastor

I have spent hours with your intro-
ductory issue of Ollr Finn FOllndalioli
and I think it is valuable to have so
much important material in one single
paper. I have thanked the Lord for this
one. It is very good to read about our
piUars of faith.
As you see I am writing from Swe-

deu, and I don't know of any others who
have this valuable paper. I'd like to
share this introductory issue with other
Adventists. Will you please send mc

some of this one? I'm not quite sure
about the financial part. If you want me
to send you some money, please let me
know. (The paper gives the impression
that it is free.)

Lennart Wiberg
Swcden

Subscription information may be
foulld on page Ihree. Please 1I0ie Ihal the
magazine is free to all who are unable to
make the suggested donation. - Editors

Thank you for the shipment of back
issues of Our Finn Foundation and
Trulh for Today. As a result of distribu-
tion, two ex-Adventists came to serv-
ices, one the next day after receiving the
July issue.

Bill Daniels
Indianapolis, IN

I was just sitting here, telling my
wife what kind of a salesman I am. I'd

You folks there at Hope have really
given me a new outlook on life.... I am
going to join one of your Sabbath
churches here in ---. I have already
talked to tbe pastor here about it. 1
know that if it hadn't been for you folks
and these Bible lessons, I would never
have made this step. Thanks for being
true Christians.

B.E.
Mississippi

I find your studies more and more
interesting and more comprehensive.
As I go along, it will be necessary for
me to become more inquiring and per-
haps even become a nuisance.

A.M.
NewMexico

have a difficult time selling twenty-dol-
lar bills for a nickel. But this special
issue, "A Time for Choosing," that you
sent out for October is material that
every Seventh-day Adventist must have
a correct understanding of, and maybe,
if I try hard enough, I can manage to
give away a hundred copies. If possible,
please send them before the end of this
month.

Ben Peoples
Kempner, TX

Errata: Two typographic mistakes in
the October 1987 issue of Our Firm
Foundation have come to OUf attention.
On page column Olle, paragraph Olle.
the phrase Usin of deceit" should !love
read "son of deceit. n In the last para-
graph on page 21/ James 2:24 is mis-
quoted, omitting the words ((by works
alld 1101." We apologize for allY confu-
sion which may have resulted from
this. - Editors

I always felt worshiping on Sunday
was like a job, but since worshiping on
the tnte Sabbath, it's more. like a rest, a
joyful time, and rm very happy that the
Spirit of God has chosen me to know
this truth. Thank God!

D.A.
California

I love this study course, because I
am ftnally seeing with my own eyeswhat
1have felt to be true in my heart. All my
previous endeavors in my search for the
way have always left mewith a feeling of
emptiness.

D.D.
Montana
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CONTROL?
another man what that man

dreamed in his own bead in his own
bed? This is sometbing beyond the
power of any mortal to do, and for this
reason no king had ever demanded
such a feat before. Thus they were
forced to admit the limitations and in-
sufficiency of human wisdom. All their
ploys to manufacture security for them-
selves and to have the good life are un-
masked before the king and avail them
nothing now. Nebuchadnezzar is
thoroughly disillusioned and deter-
mined to destroy them all.

Daniel and his friends had not been
consulted, perhaps because they were
only novices. Nevertheless, they were to
be included in tbe destruction of the
wise men. When Daniel learned of this
he immediately went to U,e king and
asked for an appointment to come and
make known the interpretation to the
king. Only a fool would promise somc-
thing he could not possibly deliver, but
Daniel knew who was in control.

Daniel immediately made the mat-
ter known to his friends and they sought
God in prayer, lo reveal lo lhem lhe
king's dream, that tlley and the other
wisc men might be delivered. That
night God revealed the dream to
Daniel. God taught Nebuehadnezzar
by object lesson who is in conlrol.
Where man is powerless, the power of
God becomes evident. It can be seen in

•

know the meaning of the dream, but
wbat he had dreamed simply escaped
him. Confronted by such a problem
wbom else could he call on save the
magicians, the astrologers, the sor-
cerers, and the Chaldeans? Tbese were
men skilled in all manner of wisdom
and science and were employed hy the
king to counsel. him and to predict fu-
ture events, to divine the will of the
gods.

Unfortunately, the e"tent of the wis-
dom to whicb these men could attain
was limited by their humanity and per-
baps also hy the finite limits of the
prince of darkness. If only the king
could recall the dream, then they could
attempt to interpret it. The king could
not remember, and he was becoming
suspicious of them. If they could not tell
him his dream, how could they reveal
any other secrets beyond the power of
men? The king declared, "If ye will not
make known unto me the dream, with
the interpretation thereof, ye shall be
cut in pieces, and your houses shall be
made a dunghill." 2:5

In desperation these wise men of
the world tried to reason witb King
NebuchadneZ7.ar. Afler all, who can tell

Arnet Mathers

Who Is In

T HEMOST important ques-
tion we each must settle is, Who

is in control? The answer seems inborn
in us, IfI am. I know what I need to be
happy, to be secure, to feel good, to
cnjoy life, and I am going to do every-
thing I can to bave a good life. It is my
life and I am going to live it my way."
This is the attitude with which we are
born.
Some time ago there was a king wbo

bad tbe same problem. God had
blessed him with empire-building pow-
er and bumbled otber kings before him.
In fact, God bad delivered His own
pcople, wbo were called by His name,
into the power of this king from Baby-
lon. Nebncbadnezzar can hardly be
blamed if he thonght he was in control;
he bad sncceeded in everytbing to
which be had set his haud.

But even in the lives of successful
men such as he come moments when
tl,e dark, impenetrable future is trou-
bling. Will their achievements endure?
Will all be well tomorrow? Is tbere
more to life tban the eye can see? Neb-
uchadnezzar was wondering what thc
futurc hel.d in store. God wanted him to
know who is in control.
The Jesson was taught not only by

the vision, but also in the circumstances
of its interpretation. Nebuchadnezzar
forgot the dream. He knew he had
dreamed, and he very mucb wanted to
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the lives of those who rely on God.
Now God painted before the king a

picture of the future, the image of a
man representing the kingdoms ofmen.
This image was for the instruction not
only of Nebuchadnezzar, but also of fu-
ture generations. God reasons with
man, U} am God, and there is none else;
I am God, and there is none like me,
declaring the end from the beginning,
and from ancient times the things that
are not yet done, saying, My counsel
shall stand, and I will do all my
pleasure." Isaiah 46:9-10

Starting with the empire built by
Nebuchadnezzar, the dream portrayed
the succession of kingdoms from his
day to the earth made new. Babylon
was the most glorious of the eartWy
kingdoms, fitly portrayed by the king of
metals. Nebuchadnezzar had beauti-
fied the city till it was the wonder of the
earth, and he had fortified it till it was
impregnable. All that could be done to
provide for the happiness and security
of the city had been done. Compara-
tively few years later, Babylon's last
king, Belsha72ar, insulated from the
Medo-Persian armies by the security of
the city's walls, felt free to abandon
himself to riotous feasting with his
lords. But even as he desecrated the

He discovered to
his terror that the
God of heaven
rules the
kingdoms of men

golden and silvcr vessels from the tem-
ple of the Lord, he discovered to his ab-
ject terror that it is the God in heaven
who rules in the kingdom ofmen; He is
in control.

Babylon was to fall and its domin-
ion pass to Medo-Persia,1 the silver
kingdom. Darius and Cyrus were to be
as saviours to God's people, and the
angel of God would stand to confirm
and strengthen them, and to battle

against the prince of Persia 2 But
though the kingdom they established
was strong, as their successors de-
parted from a knowledge of God their
power diminished.
The neAt kingdom to be granted do-

minion was brazen Grecia,3 the federa-
tion of Greek states under Alexander
the Great. With amazing rapidity he
conquered an enormous e),:panse of
territory and transplanted Greek cul-
ture everywhere he went. The short
time, however, which God granted
Alexander, he used for his own pleas-
ure and glory. Seemingly invincible, he
could neither conquer nor control him-
self. He died of alcohol poisoning and
the empire he had built disintegrated.
The last kingdom of men was to be

an iron kingdom, having brutal power,
which later partially disintegrated.
Rome was given Pergamum, remnant
of one of the Hellenistic kingdoms, and
one by one the other HeIJenistic states
fell to her. By 168 B.C. her rule was
dominant and by 30 B.C. the last of these
states, Egypt, fell to her.ln the effort to
maintain control of their realm the Ro-
mans put power in the hands of Caesar.
As their power dwindled they further
estranged themselves from God by in-
stituting emperor worship. In the cen-
turies after Christ the Roman Empire
deteriorated and disintegrated until the
only overarching institution left was the
Roman Church.

Nebuchadnezzar, of course, did not
know the names of all these kingdoms;
the point for him was that the kingdoms
ofmen pass away, but God is in control
of history. The modern reader can
verify that God is indeed in control of
the affairs of men, for the events fore-
told from the beginning have been hap-
peningjust as God said. The remainder
of the vision will come to pass just as
surely as the portion already fulfilled.

In the days of the kingdoms of clay
mixed with iron all the kingdoms are yet
alive. Their dominion has been taken
away, yet the religion and culture of
Babylon, Medo-Persia, Grecia, and
Rome live on in the teachings of the
Roman Church and her daughters,
those churches which have not aban-
doned all her errors4 But this is not the
last kingdom. The kingdom of Christ

which comes is not a human kingdom,
nor does it inherit anything from the
kingdoms of men. When Christ leaves
the temple, God's holy mountain, to es-
tablish the kingdom of God on the
earthS He destroys the gold, the silver,
the brass, the iron, and the clay all to-
gether;6 they are blown away like chaff
and no trace can be found of them any
more.

The message is
clear: what is
human will pass
away, what is of
God will endure

The message is clear: what is human
will pass away, what is of God will en-
dure forever. Who is in control? All
who respond, "I am," all who insist on
maintaining control of their own lives,
are building with human wisdom and
human materials. All who wish to last
forever must say, "Lord, please be my
master; all the things I have and do to
be happy, to be secure, to feel good,
and [0 enjoy life, all these things I give
to You. You are my master, I want only
what you give me." Anything a person
won't allow God to remove from him,
whether in itself it be harmful or not,
becomes his lord. To be Christ's, to be
part of His kingdom, requires total
trust in His wisdom and goodness, for
without Him one can do nothing. iii

IJeremiab 51:28; Daniel 5:30-31
20anicll1:1; 10:20. The prince of Persia

is !.he evil angel opposing the work of God.
30anicl8:20
40aniel 7:11-12 states very dearly thai

these kingdoms live on after their dominion
is taken away. Revelation 13:1-2 confirms
thai they are all present in the fourth king·
dam - the Roman Church - all being pre·
sent in the amalgamated beast there pic-
tured.
1"he stone cut out of the mountain is

Christ. See Psalm 118:22; IS<1.iah 8:14; 28:16;
Zechariah 3:9. The mountain from which it
comes is the temple of God in beaven. See
Psalm 15:1; 99:9
&rhe Aramaic is very explicit. It says (hey

are ground up "as onc," Daniel 2:35 .
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A Right

Ellen G. White

Gifts

The Lord has given you your work.
He expects you each week to interview
yourself, to fmd out how you are trad-
ing on your Lord's goods. Are you put-
ling to the tax your physical,
and spiritUal powers in an effort to
please the Lord, who desires you to
accumulate talents by right use of those
He has given you?

Your being a physician in no wise
releases you from the necessity of
practicing economy. There are
new fields to be entered, and to

enter these fields requires the
closest economy. Will you be content
to let others lift the cross and practice

while you indulge your fan-
cies, spending money freely to make a
show? God requires you to accomplish
good with every jot of your influence
and with every dollar of your money.
Then will be seen the most blessed re-
sults.
You need to learn the art of using

your talents for the glory of Him who
has lent them to you. This requires
study, and prayer, and consecration.
You should learn the science of han-
dling money aright. Then you will not
allow it to pass through your hands
without producing an)1hing for God.

Nnt Our Own

My brother, we are not our own.We
have been bought with a price. Ifwe co-
operate with God, we can advance His
kingdom. Neither you nor I nor any
other soul should feel at liberty to un-
derrate the talents God has given us, be
they many or few. God demands a
faithful return of His entrusted goods.
He calls upon us to enter His school,
and learn day by day how to do the
work He has given us. No soul is to be
an idler. If we fail to use God's gifts
aright, how shall we ans'ver Him when
He calls upon us for an account of our
stewardship? He says, "Behold, I corne
quickly; and my reward is with me, to
give every man according as his work
shall be." Revelation 22:12
I have written plainly. Many, look-

ing at the outward appearance of your
work, would praise and flatter you. But
I have no words of flattery to offer. I

determine
that they will
not accept the praise and flattery of
men, but that they will use wisely, judi-
ciously, and with the strictest integrity,
all the gifts God has lent them. Their
talents are to be increased by wise use,
and returned to the Giver. This the
Word of God specifies as their duty.
They are to be producers as well as
consumers.
My brother, you have grown to

manhood without learning the lesson
that all should learn in childhood and
youth, the lesson of self-denial and self-
sacrifice. For your present and future
good, remember that you are re-
sponsible for the use you make of your
Lord's gifts. God has given you genius
and capabilities. Ever realize that you
must make the best use of your talents,
because they are not your own. They
are entrusted to you by God, not to be
used in pleasing and gratifying impulse,
but for Him and Him alone, because
they arc His.

ofUse
God's

D EAR BROTHER: There are
many of our young physicians who

in obtaining their education have accu-
mulated a burden of debt, and who, by
their association with self-indulgent
meo, have come to look upon expensive
living as a necessity.
When these students consecrated

themselves to the medical missionary
work, they were sincere in their deter-
mination to become Christian physici-
ans, to be workers together with God,
united with Him in unselfish ministry
for the sick and the distressed; but in
the multiplicity of their studies, and as
they associated with worldly teachers
and students, their Christian zeal
weakened, and a zeal for self-advance-
ment imperceptibly took its place.
It is when school work is ended,

and decisions must be made as to the
field and the character of future labor,
that it is of the utmost importance that
our young physicians shall realize that
their talents are not their own, that
they belong to the Master. Let them

14 Our Firm Foul/datioll December 1987



The Lord will put His people in possession
of good throughout the world, if they will
unselfishly use their ability for the uplifting
of humanity

know that means which should have
been sacredly devoted to the work of
the Lord have been used in other ways.

God calls upon you to be a man, and
put away your extravagance. futrava-
gant ideas must not be indulged under
the name of medical missionary work.
It is high time that we became Chris-
tians in heart. Integrity, self-denial, and
humility should characterize our lives.
Study diligently to learn the meaning of
the words, ''If any man will come after
me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow me:' Matthew
16:24

While laboring in this world as the
great medical missionary, Christ

denied Himself every luxury. He
suffered that you might secure sal-
vation. For you He endured death on
the cross, despising the sbame. He de-
scended to the lowest depths of bumil-
iation tbat you might sit in beavenly
places. Behold His love. Does it not put
to shame your extravagant outlay of
means, that you may make a show in tbe
world? How much owest tbou unto tby
Lord? Can you compute the sum? All
that He possessed, He gave for your
salvation, and He calls upon you to con-
secrate yourself to His service. Review
from the first your service to God, and
henceforth follow the example of the
Saviour, not tbe example of worldlings.
Unless you study the Saviour's life, and
practice His lessons, you will never
enter the courts of tbe blessed.

The Need of Earnest ElTOI·t

There is a great work to be done.
Are you doing all that you can to help?
God has given us a commission which
angels might envy. The church has been

charged to convey to the world, without
delay, God's saving mercy. This is the
trust that He has given us, and it is to be
faithfully executed. Medical missionary
work is to be done. Thousands upon
thousands of human beings are perish-
ing in sin. The compassion of God is
moved. All Heaven is looking on with
intense interest to see what character
medical missionary work will assume
under supervision of human beings.
Will men make merchandise of God's
ordained plan for reaching the dark
parts of the earth witb a manifestation
of His benevolence? Will they cover
mercy with selfIshness, and then calI-it
medical missionary work?

Medical missionary work is a sacred
plan of God's own devising. After
Adam's transgression, a costly price
was paid to rescue the fallen race.
Tbose who will co-operate with God in
His effort to save that whicb was
those who will work on the lines on
whieh Christ worked, will be wbolly
successfuI.
John writes, "I saw another angel fly

in the midst of beaven, baving tbe ever-
lasting gospel to preach unto tbem that
dwell on the earth." Revelation 14:6.
This represents the speed and direct-
ness with which the church is to pros-
ecute ber work. In tbe medical mission-
ary work done by His followers, Jesus is
to behold the travail of His soul.
Human beings are to be snatched as
brands from the burning.
All Heaven is watching with intense

anxiety to see what is to be the outcome
of the work that is so large and so im-
portanl. God is watching, the heavenly
universe is watching; and souls are per-
ishing. And a change has come that has
hindered the work which God designed

should move forward without a trace of
selfishness. Is the enterprise of mercy
througb which in the past God has
manifested His grace in rescuing the ig-
norant, the sick, and the sorrowing, to
become a matter of selfisb merchan-
dise? Shall God's agency of blessing be
used by those wbo profess to believe
the truth, in buying and selling and get-
tinggain?
Tbe experience of apostolic days

will come to us ifmen will be worked by
the Holy Spirit. The Lord will withdraw
His blessing where selfIsh interests are
indulged; hut He will put His people in
possession of good throughout tbe
world, if they will unselfishly use their
ability for the uplifting of humanity. His
work is to be a sign ofHis benevolence,
a sign tbat will win the confidence of the
world and bring in resources for the ad-
vancement of the gospel.

God will test the sincerity of men.
Those who will deny self, take up the
cross, and follow Christ, will have a
continual work to do in the line of re-
storing. Those wbo sacrifice for truth
make a deep impression on the world.
Their example is contagious and con-
vincing. Men see that tbere is in the
church that faith which works by love
and purifies tbe soul. But when those
wbo profess to be working only for God
seek to benefit tbemselves, they greatly
retard tbe work, and cast reproach
upon it.

My brother, use every advantage
possible to secure tbe salvation of souls.
Never forsake the true standard, even
thougb to cling to it makes you a beg-
gar. God has set up a higb standard of
rigbteousness. He has made a plain dis-
tinction between human and divine wis-
dom. All who work on Christ's side
must work to save, not to destroy.
Worldly pOlicy is not [0 become the
policy of the servants of God. Divine
authority is to be acknowledged. The
cburch on earth is to be the repre-
sentative of heavenly principles. Amid
the awful confusion of injustice, decep-
tion, robbery, and crime, she is to shine
with ligbt from on high. In the right-
eousness of Christ, she is to stand firm
against the prevailing apostasy. I!iI

Special Testimollies, Series B, No.1, 16-
21
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Two Kinds of Paths

Will we bear these
banners on to

triumphant victory,
or permit them to
trail in the dust?

verts from heathenism, sought to re-
modellhe gospel cause.
How many times has this history

been repeated through the centuries!

ence, threatens the remnant church to-
day the same as it has the church in
every period of its history. Israel of old
affords a striking illustration. Joshua
and the elders who outlived him had
hardly passed away before there came
onto the stage of action a new genera-
tion who knew not the Lord and who
turned to the worship ofBaal. Similarly,
the early disciples of the Christian Era
had scarcely retired to their graves
before their children, with new con-

Lowered Standat'ds

The menace of false, standards, of
changing emphasis in Christian experi-

dangers of this character that we need
resolutely to steel our hearts and
safeguard our souls.
I recognize many evils threatening

the church, many false paths to divert
her from theway of life, but the limits of
this hour will permit the consideration
of only a few. You may recognize other
and greater evils than I shall mention.
Even so, I can only give you my convic-
tions, praying God to bless my humble
message to your good and to the good
of His worldwide church. Permit me,
then, to point out these dangers as I sec
them, in the following order:

Francis McCieliall Wilcox (1865-1951) served the denomination as pastor,'sm'itar-
fum chap/aill} and editor. During his years as editor of the Review and Herald from
1911 to 1944 he also served as a member ofmany committees and boards, exerting a
strong and enduring illfluellce on the work of the church. Author ofmany books alld
pamphlets, he was also a memberofthe originalBoard ofTrustees ofthe Ellen G. White
Estate, and was the last of the original group to survive. Though the following article,
originally addressed to the Gelleral COllference session of 1936, is presented from the
perspective of50 years ago, we believe Elder Wilcox's admonitions speak eloquently to
us today. - EDITORS

T HUS SAITH the Lord, Stand ye
in the ways, and see, and ask for

the old paths, where is the good way,
and walk therein, and ye shall find rest
for your souls." Jeremiah 6:16
It is by subtle, insidious temptations

that Satan seeks to draw the disciples of
Christ away from their allegiance to
Him. If Satan can lead them to lose
their first love in Christian experience,
if he can induce them to form alliances
with the world, if he can corrupt the
simplicity of their faith, if he can in-
nuence them to adopt worldly policy
and principles in the operation of
God's work, if he can persuade them to
substitute for the Bible truths belonging
to this day and generation, subtle
philosophies or a beautiful idealism, his
purpose will be acllieved. It is against

McClellan Wilcox
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Will it be repeated in the Seventh-day
Adventist Church? The fathers of this
movement have passed to tbeir rest.
Standards fallen from their hands have
descended to us. Will we prove true to
our holy heritage? Will we bear these
banners on to triumphant victory, or
will we permit them to trail in the dust?
This question was propounded to

the ministry of this church in solenm
appeal by the president of the General
Conference at the last Autumn Coun-
cil. It is well for us to face the question
on this occasion. Before me is the lead-
ersh.ip of our world church, the men
and women who above all others shape
and mold th.is movement. Will we reso-
lutely stand for the faith once delivered
to the sa.ints? Will we fa.ithfully oppose
the inroads of worldliness, of unbelief,
of apostasy? Will we keep to the old
paths of Christian faith and experi-
ence? I cannot believe otherwise than
that we will. Ifwe do, we may ex-pect the
divine blessing upon our endeavor. If
our hearts become faint and our
tongues palsied, and we fail to procla.im
the whole counsel of God, crying out
aga.inst sins in the church regardless of
who may be involved, we shall lose our
power, and Heaven must raise up oth-
ers from the ranks to take our places.
That many in the church are living

by greatly lowered standards is too
sadly evident. We recognize this as re-
lates to Sabbath observance, which by
many has been lowered to the level of
the observance of Sunday, and is made
an occasion for social visiting, outings,

Protests against
these innovations
come from many
faithful brethren

and sisters

and pleasure seeking. In growing in-
stances members of the church, in
order to bold their positions, continue
their secular employment during the

Sabbath, minimizing as much as
possible their hours of labor. I refer in
th.is to employment other than the nec-
essary care of the home and livestock,
and needed ministry to the sick.
We see the drift in standards in the

attendance of some of our church
members at the theater, the movies,
and conunercialized sports; at public
bathing resorts; at bridge parties,
dances, and other gatherings ofworldly
pleasure; and even more serious than
this, we see being enacted in some of
our churches, our schools, and our san-
itariums, dramatic plays and costumed
exhibitions which, in the minds of
many, especially the young, break down
all objection to the theater.
Surely the departure from the ex-

perience of our past history, and the
strange paths upon which many are en-
tering, should lead us to deep concern.
Protests against these innovations
come from many faithful brethren and
sisters. For this we thank God and take
courage, knowing there arc thousands
of our people in every division of the
world field who are loyally standing for
the faith once delivered to the sa.ints.
May God hasten the day when, in the
words of Zephaniah, "the remnant of
Israel shall not do iniqu.ity, nor speak
lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be
found in their mouth." [3:13J
The character of the church will be

determined in large measure by its
leadership. Of unfaithful watchmen in
days of old, the Lord through Jeremiah
says, "If they had stood in my
and had caused my people to hear my
words, then they should have turned
them from their evil way, and from the
evil of their doings." [23:22] These
watchmen failed because they lowered
their own standards to meet the stand-
ards of the people. This is our danger;
like people, like priest. God asks of us
to take His standard as our own, re-
gardless of the ideals of those about us,
and then to call the church up to the
standard of divine appointment. I
quote this statement from the Spirit of
Prophecy:
"At a certain battle, when one of the

regiments of the attacking force was
being beaten back by the hordes of the
enemy, the ensign in front stood his

ground as the troops retreated. The
captain shouted to him to bring back
the colors, but the reply of the ensign
was: 'Bring the men up to the colors!'
This is the work that devolves upon
every faithful standard-bearer - to
bring the men up to the colors. The
Lord calls for wholeheartedness. We
all know that the sin ofmany professing
Christians is that they lack the courage
and energy to bring themselves and
those connected with them up to the
standard." Testimonies, vol. 9, 46

In order for our ministry to prove

This is the work of
the faithful standard-
bearer, to bring the
men up to the

colors

effective, as we preach, so Olust we live.
The minister ofChrist who denies in his
own practice the principles he preaches
to others, will become like sounding
brass and a tinkling cymbal.

How can we hold our people back
from the pleasures of the world if we
are engaged in worldly pleasure? How
can we ask of the church a higher
standard of Sabbath observance if we
ourselves, so far as our time Dlay per-
mit, make th.is day one of pleasure rid-
ing, of picnicking, of social visiting?
How can we discourage the use of the
radio in listening to jazz if we ourselves
take pleasure in this kind of music?
How can we lead the church in the
principles of healthful living, in follow-
ing the earnest admonitions we have re-
ceived from the messenger of the Lord,
if we, in OUf own homes or as we sit at
the tables of others, violate the very
principles which we have been ad-
monished to obey?
If I appeal to you, I appeal also to

myself, because personally I feel the
need of th.is deeper consecration. Ifwe
can but demonstrate in our lives and in
our teaching that we truly and actually
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believe in the near coming of the Lord,
I say, if we can only demonstrate this
faith in our own lives, the fire of holy
devotion burning on the altar of our
hearts will kindle a new flame in the
hearts of our brethren and sisters, and
the inspiration moving our lives will
move them to deeper consecration and
greater earnestness.

Disintegration of the Family

We have come to a time, as never
before in the history of the world, when
there is a great lessening of natural af-
fection. The spirit of alienation is divid-
ing husband and wife, is coming in as a
separating wall between parents and
children. Many influences are at work
to disnlpt the old-time family life. The
theater, the movie, the automobile, the
radio, the social engagement, impure
literature, and a thousand and one
other devices are employed by Satan to
bring divided interests to the inmates of
tbehome.
The divorce evil presents another

false path. The marriage relationship is
lightly regarded in the world around us.
Divorce is secured on the most trivial
pretexts, whereas the Scriptures set
forth only one reason for which the
marriage tie may be severed, namely,

Satan uses a
thousand and one
devices to bring

divided interests to
the home

the violation of the commandment
forbidding adultery.
There is great danger that these in-

fluences will vitally affect the lives and
homes of our church people. We
believe that the time has come when as
workers in this movement we should
emphasize as never before the sacred
integrity of the family relationship. We
must cry out against those sins of mari-
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tal unfaithfulness which would under-
mine this holy institution. We should
refuse to retain as members of the
church those securing divorce and mar-
rying again on other than Bible
grounds. God calls for a clean church, a
holy people.
Marriage to those not of the same

religious faith and practice is wrecking

Only the spirit of
the unselfish Christ
will enable us to
la bor unselfishly

the Christian experience of many of
our young men and women. It is a false
path, a pitfall, a trap for unwary feet.
Such unions are directly contrary to
the plain and definite instructions con-
tained in the Bible and in the Spirit of
Prophecy. We need constantly to
sound a warning against this evil, in-
structing our youth as to the sacred
character of the marriage relationship
and their duty to unite their life inter-
ests only with those whose religious
faith and practice are in harmony with
their own.
We should teach fathers and moth-

ers and sons and daughters to be at
peace among themselves, to bear and
to forbear. They should be made to un-
derstand that the family life constitutes
one great test of true religion; certainly
that man who is not a Christian in his
home is not a Christian anywhere. I
care not how high and holy may be his
profession, what official position he
may occupy in the church or in the con-
ference, how active he is in missionary
work, how liberal in tithes and offer-
ings, how kind and courteous to his
neighbors; the real test of his religion is
in the love and courtesy he manifests to
his wife, to his children, to his cows and
horses and hens, to his dog and cat.
I appeal to those present here this

morning, even though many of you are

gospel workers: Are you Christians in
your home? Do you know the power of
Christ in Christian living that will keep
you calm and patient in the grind and
wear of everyday affairs? Do your loved
ones who know you best have faith in
your Christianity? I have asked this
question of my own heart many times
through the years. Only as God gives us
power in Christian living in our own
homes, can we help other homes that
need our ministry.

The Menace of Commercialism

We live in a commercial, materialis-
tic age. Keen competition, jealous
rivalry, sharp business bargaining,
characterize the marts of trade and the
avenues of commerce. We must be
careful to keep this spirit out of our
work. There is danger that it will in-
trude itself into the relations governing
our schools, our publishing houses, and
even our conferences, in efforts to se-
cure advantage in belter equipment
and facilities, in higher accredited
teaching force, in more successful
evangelists, in ti,e printing and promo-
tion of books and periodicals.
Only the spirit of the unselfish

Christ will enable us to labor unself-
isWy. Actuated and moved by this spir-
it, we shall recognize the department of
the work with which we are connected
as only one part of the great whole, and
that if success comes to a sister confer-
ence or sanitarium or college or pub-
lishing house, we will rejoice as though
it came to the organization with which
we are connected. This spirit will1.ake
out of our schools all emulation, all
desire to be ftfst; it will take out of our
publishing houses all spirit of rivalry in
the production and sale of literature. It
will keep out of our Sabbath services
the spirit of commercialism.

It is necessary at times to promote
various denominational objectives at
the Sabbath service hour. The char-
acter of such promotion should be
carefully guarded. When such promo-
tion includes the selling of publications
in exchange for money, even though
such publications are meritorious in
their spiritual presentation of vital
truth, I do not feel that Heaven can



bless such publicity. We need ever to
bear in mind the lesson of the cleansing
of the temple and the solemn admoni-
tion of Christ: "Take these things
hence; make not my Father's house an
house of merchandise." John 2:16

The sririt of divine guidance will lift
the work of the raising of funds either in
our own church membership or among

Instruction against
centralization needs
constant review and

present-day
application

our friends and neighbors, from the
plane of cold commercialism to the
higher level of service for Christ, love
for whom will sweeten toil and glorify
sacrifice. Only laboring in this spirit of
brotherly love and unselfish endeavor
can we pray for and confidently believe
in the greater infilling of blessing which
our hearts crave and for greater success
of the work ofGod.

Danger of Centralization

We have received through the years
from the messenger of the Lord def-
inite instruction against the evil of
centralization- centralization in num-
bers and facilities to the neglect of
needy fields, and centralization of au-
thority. We have repcatedly been ad-
monished not to erect mammoth build-
ings nor continue to add building to
building in enlargement, but to estab-
lish many centers. This instruction
nceds constant review and present-day
application.

The messenger of the Lord faith-
fully warned us against building up
modern Jerusalems such as our head-
quarters was of old. Do we face this
danger today? This, in my humble judg-
ment, is worthy of serious study.

Gur large centers, especially our in-
stitutional centers, exert a great in-

fluence upon our smaller churches.
This is particularly true as relates to
such questions as Sabbath observance,
social eth.ics, dress, and the principles
of healthful living. Thus these centers
may become savors of spiritual life or of
spiritual death.

More and more the spirit of pater-
nalistic supervision is dominating the
governments of earth, resulting in cen·
tralization of authority and in the dis-
couragement, if not the suppression, of
individual or group initiative. Those of
us who occupy official position in either
conference or institutional work must
be careful that this spirit does not enter
the church or influence our relation-
ship to OUf brethren. ('Be DOl many
masters," is addressed to the leaders in
the church of Christ. They must be
careful not to oppress the humblest
member of the church. "One is your
Master, even Christ; and all ye are
brethren," is the divine defInition oftbe
true relationship which should exist
among the members of the church of
Christ. [Jamcs 3:1; Matthew 23:8]

Mistaking License for Liberty

But if there is danger in centraliza-
tion of authority, there is greater
danger in independent or irresponsible
action or movement. We are told: "God

In order that the
Lord's work may
advance solidly, His
people must draw

together

has a church upon the earth, who are
His chosen people, who keep His com-
mandments. He is leading, not stray
offshoots, not one here and one there,
but a people." Testimonies to Ministers,
61. Again we are told: "God has not
passed His people by and chosen one
solitary man here and there as the only

Continued on 30

Melange
Bob Vun Kalman

Subject: Drugs Causing Trouble

It was reported in Science News,
June 6, 1987, 358, that the drugs rou-
tinely fed to livestock are causing a loss
of grazing land.
The manure of livestock is nor-

mally broken down by dung beetles
and earthworms. Although these lowly
creatures don't normally get much re-
spect, they playa very important and
indispensable role in ecology. They
break down dung and return it to the
soil. Without their help, the land be-
comes littered with dung and is un-
usable by animals. It has been discov-
ered that the antibiotic drugs being fed
to livestock are killing off the beetles
and the earthworms. The result is graz-
ing land that is unusable

Subject: Hyperactivity

According to the latest theories in
scientific circles, (ibid., 376) hyperac-
tivity in children should be contTol-
lable with "strong doses of pheny-
lalinine." In actual tests, however, the
drug completely failed to have any
measurable effect on hyperactivity.
It was additionally pointed ont in

the article that aspartame (sold as Nu-
traSweet and Equaf), contains phenyl-
a1aline. And a caution was added that
"long-term effects of phenylalanine
levels have not yet been examined."

I, for one, do not expect anything
good to come of eating aspartame.
Quite the opposite, in fact. As far as
controlling hyperactivity goes, that is
very easily and simply accomplished in
the great majority of cases: get the re-
fmed sugar completely out of the chil-
dren's diet and the hyperactivity will
disappear. Better still, get all of the re-
fmed foods out of the diet and the
good results will astound you.
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Julius Gilbert White (1878-1955), long-time pastor, evangelist, missionary, and
health educator, is perhaps best remembered as the author of The Christian's Ex-
perience. Hope IJltemational has repdmed much ofthis extremelypractical and valua-
ble book under the title A Syllabus for Holy Living, which ill tum is the source from
which this article is drawl!. -EDITORS
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T HE CHURCH is being and is to
be "shaken." Much of the dross is

to be taken out and the chaff separated
from the wheat by heresy, apostasy, and
persecution. Many people will be
shaken out of the last church, but there
will be those who «cannot be shaken"
and will ((remain." The elect will be
those who ltremain" - the unshakable
ones. Hebrews 12:25-29
"Satan has come down with great

power to work with all deceivabJeness
of unrighteousness in them that perish;
and everything that can be shaken will
be shaken, alld those things that cannot
be shaken will remain. The Lord is
coming very soon, and we are entering
into scenes of calamity." Testimonies,
vol. 9, 62

Many members of the seventh and
last church of time will be "spued out"
of the mouth of Jehovah because they
are satisfied with their condition, refuse
to open their eyes to see themselves as
He sees them and correct the deficien-
cies in their Christian experience; their
knowledge of prophecies and doctrines
cannot save them.

"Great blessings and privileges are
ours. We may secure the most valuable
heavenly treasures. Let ministers and
people remember that gospel truth
ruins if it does not save. The soul that
refuses to listen to the invitations of
mercy from day to day can soon listen
to the most urgent appeals without an
emotioIl stirring the soul" Testimonies,
vol. 5, 134
To listen to truth bllt refuse to heed

and follow it hardens the heart, and it
will meet us in the judgment. This is the
way trllth "ruins if it does not save." It is
unsafe to delay to heed the voice of
God when He speaks and gives us light.

Shaking From Within

The last church will be shaken by in-
Duences operatingwithin the church: "I
asked the meaning of the shaking I had
seen, and was shown that it would be
caused by the straight testimony called
forth by the counsel of the True Wit-
ness to the Laodiceans. This will have
its effect upon the heart of the receiver,
and will lead him to exalt the standard

and pour forth the straight truth. Some
will not bear this straight testimony.
They will rise up against it, and this is
what will cause a shaking among God's
people." Early Writings, 270; read pages
269-273, Testimollies, vol. 1, 179-184.

In other words, there will be those
who teach and follow the "straight testi-
mony," and others who will not, and the
agitation and conOict resulting will
shake and divide the church. The bone
of contention will be the standards
fixed by tbe "straight testimony."
The present and future conditions

in the remnant church were faithfully,
minutely portrayed many years ago in
Testimollies, vol. 5, 76-84, 207-216.
In those pages are revealed conOict-

iog innuences operating within the
church, one toward the world and the
other toward holiness; widespread un-
belief in the Testimonies; usupreme
homage" given to "science falsely so-
called"; the light of many "stars" going
out; "few great men" engaged in the
closing work because "they are self-
sufficient, independent of God, and He
cannot use them"; men finishing the

Julius Gilbert White
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The sin of ancient Israel was In

disregarding the expressed will of God
and following their own way according
to the leadings of unsanctified hearts

work who were "taught rather by the
unction of His spirit, than by the out-
ward training of scientific institutions";
popular apostasy; sbaking and sifting
which separate the false from the true
and thus purify the church; the sealing
of the true ones; the coming of the
power of tbe latter rain; the last gospel
message completed, and the final
victory of the church. Tbese pages re-
veal that many of the same conllicts
which are raging between the church
and the world are being repeated with-
in the church. The enemy presses his
battle over eternal principles into every
quarter, including tbe remnant cburch.

Shaking by Heresy

"Until Christ sball appear in the
clouds of heaven with power and great
glory, men will become perverse in
spirit and turn from tbe truth to fables.
The church will yet see troublous times.
She will prophesy in sackcloth. But al-
though she must meet heresies and per-
secutions, although she must battle with
tbe infidel and tbe apostate, yet by the
hclp of God she is bruising the head of
Satan. The Lord will have a people as
true as steel, and with faith as firm as
the granite rock. Tbey are to beHiswit-
nesses in the world, His instrumentali-
ties to do a special, a glorious work in
tbe day of His preparation" Testimo-
nies, vol. 4, 594
"God will arouse His people; if

other means fail, heresies will come in
among them, which will sift them, sepa-
rating the chaff from the wheat." Gos-
pe/ Workers, 299

"God's Spirit has illuminated every
page of Holy Writ, but there are those
upon whom it makes little impression,
because it is imperfectly understood.
When the shaking comes, by the intro-
duction of false theories, these surface
readers, anchored nowhere, are like
shifling sand." Testimonies to Alinisters,
III

Shaking by Apostasy

Here are a few outstanding state-
ments in the Testimonies concerning a
strong tendency toward apostasy in the
remnant church.

A Small Portion Sanctified. "We are
living in a most solemn time. In the last
vision given me, I was shown the star-
tling fact that but a small portion of
those who now profess the truth will be
sanctified by it and be saved. Many will
get above the simplicity of the work.
They will conform to the world, cherish
idols, and become spiritually dead. The
humble, self-sacrificing followers of
Jesus will pass on to perfection, leaving
behind the indifferent and lovers of the
world." Testimonies, vol. 1, 608-609
Disobedience Greater 77lQn Jewish

Chl/rch. "The same disobedience and
failure whicb werc seen in the Jewish
church have characterized in a greater
degree the people who have had this
great light from Heaven in the last mes-
sages of warning. Shall we, like them,
squander our opportunities and privi-
leges until God shall permit oppression
and persecution to come upon us? Will
the work which might be performed in
peace and comparative prosperity be
left undone until it must be performed
in days of darkness, under the pressure
of trial and persecution?" Ibid., vol. 5,
456-457

Following Ancient Israel. "Gather
up the rays of light that have been
slighted and rejected. Gather them up
with meekness, with trembling, and
with fear. The sin of ancient Israel was
in disregarding the expressed will of
God and following their own way ac-
cording to the leadings of unsanctified
hearts. Modern Israel are fast following
in their footsteps, and tbe displeasure
of the Lord is as surely resting upon
them." Ibid., 94
Not One in Twenty. "Not one in

twenty whose names are registered

upon the churcb books are prepared to
close their earthly history, and would be
as verily without God and witbout hope
in the world as the common sinner.
They are professedly serving God but
lhey are more earnestly serving Mam-
mon. This half-and-half work is a con-
slant denying of Christ, rather than a
confessing of Christ. So many bave
brought into the church their own un-
subdued spirit, unrcnned; their spir-
itualtaste is perverted by their own in]-
moral, debasing corruptions, symboliz-
ing the world in spirit, in heart, in pur-
pose, connrming themselves in lustful
practices, and are full of deception
through and through in their professed
Christian life. Living as sinners, claim-
ing to be Christians. Those who claim
to be Christians and will confess Christ
should come out from among them and
touch not the unclean thing, and be
separate....
"I lay down my pen and lift up my

soul in prayer, that the Lord would
breathe upon His backslidden people,
who are as dry bones, that they may live.
The end is near, stealing upon us so
stealthily, so imperceptibly, so noise-

lessly, like the mumed tread of the thief
in the night to surprise the sleepers off
guard and unready. May tbe Lord grant
to bring His Holy Spirit upon hearts
tbat are now at ease, that they may no
longer sleep as do others, but walch
and be sober." General Conference Bul-
letill, 1893, 132-133

False Prophecy. "Many will stand in
our pulpits with the torch of false
prophecy in their hands, kindled from
the hellish torch of Satan. Ifdoubts and
unbelief are cherished, the faithful min-
isters ,vill be removed from the people
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A Reformation Movement. "In vi-
sions of the night, representations
passed before me of a great reforma-
tory movement among God's people.
Many were praising God. The sickwere
healed, and other miracles were
wrought. A spirit of intercession was
seen, even as was manifested before the
great Day of Pentecost. Hundreds and
thousands were seen visiting families,
and opening before them the Word of
God. Hearts were convicted by lhe
power of the Holy Spirit, and a spirit of
genuine conversion was manifest. On
every side doors were thrown open to
the proclamation of the truth. The

The Shaking Followed by Great Power

or another, go out from us. Not having
received the love of the truth, they will
be taken in the delusions of the enemy;
they will give heed to seducing spirits
and doctrines of devils, and will depart
from the faith. But, on the other hand,
when the storm of persecution really
breaks upon us, the true sheep \vill hear
the true Shepherd's voice. Self-denying
efforts \vill be put forth to save the lost,
and many who have strayed from the
fold will come back to fol.low the great
Shepherd. The people ofGod will draw
together and present to the enemy a
united front. In view of the common
perij, strife for supremacy will cease;
there will be no disputing as to wbo
shall be accounted greatest. No one of
the true believers will say: 'I am ofPaul;
and 1 of Apollos; and 1 of Cephas.' The
testimony of one and all will be: 'I
cleave unto Christ; I will rejoice in Him
as my personal Saviour.'
"Thus will the truth be brought into

practical life, and thus will be answered
the prayer ofChrist, uttered just before
His humiliation and death: 'That they
aU may be one; as thou, Father, art in
me, and I in thee, that they also may be
one in us; that the world may believe
that thou hast sent me.' John 17:21. The
love of Christ, tbe love of our brethren,
will testify to the world that we have
been with Jesus and learned of Him.
Then will the message of the third angel
swell to a loud cry, and the whole earth
will be lightened with the glory of the
Lord" Ibid., vol. 6, 400-401

by step yielded
conformed to
not find it a
to yield then

and
will

in the shame of their own nakedness.
"When trees without fruit are cut

down as cumberers of the ground,
when multitudes of false brethren are
distinguished from the true, then the
hidden ones will be revealed to view,
and with hosannas range under the
barUler of Christ. Those who have been
timid and self-distrustful, will declare
themselves openly for Christ and His
truth. The most weak and hesitating in
the church will be as David - willing to
do and dare. The deeper the night for
God's people, the more brilliant the
stars. Satan "ill sorely harass the faith-
ful; but, in the name of Jesus, they will
come off more than conquerors. Then
will the church of Christ appear 'fair as
the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible
as an army wilh banners.'" Testimo-
nies, vol. 5, 81-82

Will Be aDivision. "As trials thicken
around us, both separation and unity
will be seen in our ranks. Some who are
now ready to take up weapons of war-
fare will in limes of real peril make it
manifest that they have not built upon
the solid rock; they will yield to tempta-
tion. Those who have had great light
and precious privileges, but have nol
improved them, will, under one pretext

ofmen. In this time the gold will be sep-
arated from the dross in the church.
True godliness will be clearly distin-
guished from the appearance and tinsel
of it. Many a star that we have admired
for its brilliancy, will then go out in
darkness. Chaff like a cloud will be
borne away on the wind, even from
places where we see only floors of rich
wheat. All who assume the ornaments
of the sanctuary, but are not clothed
with Christ's righteousness, will appear

Those who have step
to worldly demands,

worldly customs,
hard matter

Shaking by Persecution

Many Stars Go Ollt. "The lime is not
far distant when the test will come to
every soul. The mark of the beast will
be urged upon us. Those who have step
by step yielded to worldly demands,
and conformed to worldly customs will
not [Uld it a hard matter to yield to the
powers that be, rather than subject
themselves to derision, insult,
threatened imprisonment, and death.
The contest is between the command-
ments of God and the commandments

Help Sufficient for Our Needs

kept themselves unspotted from the
world. It is at this time that God has
promised to avenge His own elect
which cry day and night unto Him,
though He bear long with them." Tes-
timonies, vol. 5) 210

God does not thus describe the con-
ditions in His church to drive anyone to
despair; He offers the remedy, but it
will not be accepted and used unless we
know our need; therefore He is trying
to help us to understand how desperate
is our need.

who think they know so much. 'If thou
hadst known,' said Christ, 'even thou, at
least in this thy day, the things which
belong unto thy peace! but now they are
hid [rom thine eyes.'" Testimonies to
Ministers, 409-410

Few Preserve FaiO. in PlIrity. "The
earnest prayers of this faithful few will
not be in vain. When the Lord comes
forth as an avenger, He will also come
as a protector of all those who have
preserved the faith in its purity and
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with joy the city received ber King. The
kingdom of peace and joy and everlast-
ing rigbteousness was established."
Testimonies, vol. 8, 41-42
Tbus God in His churcb triumphs

under the power of the latter rain which
comes upon purified people. I!iI

the mighty.' [2 Corin!.hians 6:17-18;
Judges 5:23]
"Tbe battle raged. Victory alter-

nated from side to side. Now the sol-
diers of the cross gave way, 'as when a
standard-bearer fainteth.' Isaiab 10:18.
But their apparent retreat' was but to
gain a more advantageous position.
Shouts of joy were beard. A song of
praise to God went up, and angel voices
united in !.he song, as Christ's soldiers
planted His banner on the walls of
fortresses till then held by the enemy.
Tbe Captain of our salvationwas order-
ing the battle, and sending support to
His soldiers. His power was mightily
displayed, encouraging them to press
the batLie to the gates. He taught them
terrible things in righteousness as He
led them on step by step, conquering
and to conquer.
"At last tbe victory was gained. Tbe

army following !.he banner \vith !.he in-
scription, 'The commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus,' was gloriously
triumphant. The soldiers ofChrist were
close beside the gates of the city, and

Now the rays of light
everywhere, the truth IS seen in
clearness, and the honest children
God sever the bands which

"In vision I saw two armies in ter-
rible conflict. One armywas led by ban-
ners bearing the world's insignia; the
other was led by tbe bloodstained ban-
ner of Prince Immanuel. Standard after
standard was left to trail in !.he dust, as
company after company from tbe
Lord's army joined !.he foe and tribe

The Final Victory

after tribe from !.he ranks of the enemy
united with tbe commandment-keeping
people of God. An angel flying in the
midst of beaven put tbe standard of Im-
manuel into many hands, while a
mighty general cried with a loud voice:
'Come into line. Let those who are loy-
al to the commandments of God and
the testimony of Christ now take their
position. Come out from among them,
and be ye separate, and toucb not tbe
unclean thing, and I will receive you,
and will be a Father unto you, and ye
shall be my sons and daugbters. Let all
who will come up to the help of tbe
Lord, to the help of the Lord against

tributed by missionaryworkers have ex-
erted tbeir influence, yet many wbose
minds were impressed bave been pre-
vented from fully comprehending the
tru!.h or from yielding obedience. Now
tbe rays of light penetrate everywhere,
the truth is seen in its clearness, and tbe
honest cbildren of God sever !.he bands
which bave beld them. Family connec-
tions, church relations, are powerless to
stay them now. Trutb is more precious
than all besides. Notwithstanding the
agencies combined against the truth, a
large number take their stand upon the
Lord's side." 17Ie Great Controversy,
611-M2

world seemed to be lightened with the
heavenly influence. Great blessings
wcre received by the true and humble
people of God. I heard voices of
thanksgiving and praise, and there
seemed to be a reformation such as we
witnessed in 1844." Ibid., vol. 9, 126

Great Power-Loud Cry. "The num-
bers of this company had lessened.
Some had been shaken out and left by
the way. The careless and indifferent,
who did not join with those who prized
victory and salvation enough to perse-
veringly plead and agonize for it, did
not obtain it, and !.hey were left behind
in darkness, and their places were im-
mediately lilled by others taking hold of
the truth and coming into the ranks.
Evil angels still pressed around them,
but could have no power over them.
"I heard those clothed with the ar-

mor speak forth !.he truth with great
power. It had effect. Many had been
bound; some wives by their husbands,
and some children by their parents.
The honest who had been prevented
from hearing the truth now eagerly laid
hold upon it. All fear of their relatives
was gone, and the truth alone was ex-
alted to !.hem. They had been hunger-
ing and thirsting for tru!.h; it was dearer
and more precious than life. I asked
what had made this great change. An
angel answered, 'It is the latter rain, the
refreshing from the presence of the
Lord, the loud cry of the third angel.'"
Early Writings, 271

"Servants of God, with their faces
lighted up and shining with holy con-
secration, will hasten from place to
place to proclaim the message from
Heaven. By thousands of voices, all
over the carlh, the warning will be
givcn. Miracles will be wrought, the sick
will be healed, and signs and wonders
will follow the believers. Satan also
works, with lying wonders, even bring-
ing down lire (rom heaven in the sight
of men. [Revelation 13:13] Thus the in-
habitants of the earth will be brought to
take their stand.
"The message \vill be carried not so

much by argument as by the deep con-
viction of the Spirit of God. Tbe argu-
ments have been presented. The seed
has been sown, and now it will spring
up and bcar fruit. The publications dis-
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A Breath of Fresh Air

or heart disease are especially suscep-
tible to the problems of air pollution,
whieh can result in their early death.

passes around the earth, it is contami-
nated by many substances toxic to our
cells. When it passes over the centers of
population and industry, literally mil-
lions of tons of smoke, dust, and a wide
variety of chemicals are added to it
each year. In many areas the air is so
polluted that it irritates the eyes, the
nose, and the lungs, causing a great in-
crease in respiratory diseases.
"The very atmosphere of the eities

is polluted.... From the standpoint of
healtb the smoke and dust of the cities
are very objectionable." Testimonies,
vol. 7, 81- 82

Persons with a history of respiratory

Those who live next to busy streets or
who walk, jog, drive or ride a bicycle in
heavy traffic, also get increased amounts
of carbon monoxide

also contains small amounts of carbon
dioxide, the waste product expelled by
the breathing of all animals, and man.
This balance is maintained by a very im-
portant relationship between the ani-
mal and the vegetable kingdoms.
Plants produce and liberate oxygen

into the air, where it is inhaled by ani-
mals and man. In return, man and ani-
mals produce and exhale carbon di-
oxide, which is then absorbed by the
plants for their sustenance. That which
is waste to one is food to the other. Man
needs the plants for oxygen, and the
plants need man and animals for car-
bon dioxide.

T HE NEEDS of our body consist of
the requirements of each of the

millions of cells making up our body.
These basic needs are nutrients, water,
oxygen, and the elimination of waste
products. Of these necessities, oxygen
is the most critical. We can go weeks
without eating, and days without drink-
ing, but our tissues can store Duly mi-
nute amounts of o>"'Ygen, and thus our
cells must have a continuous supply of
fresh oxygen from outside of our bod-
ies. Each cell must have oxygen in order
to burn food to obtain energy and heat.
Without oxygen for only a few minutes,
the cells die. For this reason a good
supply of o'ygen and good habits of
respiration are very important for our
health.
"Respiration>1 is what we normally

think of as breathing, but includes all
bodily activities related to obtaining
o'ygen from outside our bodies and its
use by each cell. It also includes the re-
moval of carbon dioxide gas, a waste
product of the cells. Thougb it may
seem so simple as to be beneatb our no-
tice, our livcs and tbe quality of healtb
we enjoy depend far more than many
realize on just this simple matter.
Good breathing begins with the air

around us. The air normally contains 20
percent, or one-fifth part of oxygen. It

This all-important mixture of air
circulates around the globe approxi-
mately forty times each year. As it

Vernon Sparks
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It is true that our breathing is sufficiently
automatic to prevent us from dying from
lack of airJ but good breathing requires a
conscious development of good habits

Children are also affected to a great ex-
tent by unpure air. One study showed
that children with parents who smoke
suffer twice as many respiratory prob-
lems as do the children of nonsmoking
parents. Research also shows !bat those
with respiratory problems when young
have a greater incidence of respiratory
diseases when older.
One particularly troublesome pol-

lutant of the modern age is carbon
monoxide, a colorless and odorless gas
produced by burning fuel without ade-
quate air. Tobacco smoke and the ex-
haust from motor vehicles are probably
the most common sources. This poi-
sonous gas unites wi!b our red blood
cells and prevents them from carrying
normal amounts of oxygen. It can also
affect our judgment, and in high doses
result in deatb. Smokers have increased
amounts of it in their blood as do the
nonsmokers who breathe their smoke-
polluted air. Those who live next to
busy streets or who walk, jog, drive, or
ride a bicycle in heavy traffic, also get
increased amounts of carbon mODOX-

ide. Personswith anemia, heart disease,
or respiratory illnesses are especially
affected by it.
Unfortunately, carbon monoxide is

not the only problem we have made for
ourselves. Modern man pollutes his air
with many cbemicals, the results of
wbicb may take years to discover.
Harmful effects appear in unex1JCcted
ways. Lead poisoning can be a problem
for those who are exposed to large
amounts of exhaust from motor ve-
hicles. A chemical used in indoor air
fresheners is a potent cancer-causing
agent in animals. Aerosol hair sprays
cause a temporary constriction of tbe
airways of even healthy persons. In
some, the effect is so marked that they
suffer tightness of chest and other res-
piratory distress.
Fortunately, not onlyman's respira-

tory system but also !be rain and the
plants of the earth serve as purifiers of
the air we breatbe. The rain helps to
wash out the impurities of the air, and
when it leaves the cities and passes over
tbe farms and forests, the plants re-
move excess carbon dioxide and re-
plenish !be oxygen. Tbe fartber we live
from cities, factories, and busy streets,
the better quality of air we will gener-

ally breathe, and certainly it will be bet-
ter for our health. Pure, fresh air is in-
deed one of God's natural remedies.
It is not sufficient, bowever, that our

homes be where !bere is pure fresb air.
We must permit this fresh air to enter
our homes and buildings both day and
night.
"In the construction of buildings,

whether for public purposes or as
dwellings, care should be taken to pro-
vide for good ventilation and plenty of
sunlight. Churches and schoolrooms
are often faulty in this respect. Neglect

of proper ventilation is responsible for
much of the drowsiness and dullness
that destroy !be effect of many a ser-
mon and make the teacher's work toil-
some and ineffective....
"In the building of houses it is es-

pecially important to secure tborough
ventilation and plenty of sunligbt. Let
there be a current of air and an abun-
dance of light in every room in the
house. Sleeping rooms sbould be ar-
ranged as to have a free circulation of
air day and night. No room is fit to be
occupied as a sleeping room unless it
can be thrown open daily to the air and
sunshine." T7le Ministry ofHealing, 274-
275
If we use an air conditioner, espe-

cially if it is primarily recirculating the
internal air, it is necessary for our best
bealth to frequently air out the build-
ing. In addition we must eliminate !be
disagreeable odors from our surround-
ings, not witb a deodorant, but by re-
placing !be contaminated air with fresh
air. We are counseled to clean up the
waste and decaying vegetation from
around our homes.
"Shade trees and shrubbery too

close and dense around a house are un-

healthy; for they prevent a free cir-
culation of air, and prevent the rays
of the sun from shining sufficiently
through.... Numerous shade trees cast
off many leaves, which, if not inunedi-
ately removed, decay, and poison the
atmosphere. A yard beautified with
scattering trees, and some shrubbery, at
a proper distance from the house, has a
happy, cheerful inOuence upon the
family, and, if well taken care of, will
prove no injury to health." Selected
Messages, book 2, 463-464

We nearly always breathe witbout

thinking. So much so, that we tend to
believe that breathing is automatic, just
as is our heartbeat. It is true that our
breathing is sufficiently automatic to
prevent us from dying from lack of air,
but good breathing requires a con-
scious development of good habits.
Breathing is the act of increasing

the size of the thoracic cavity so that !be
air containing oxygen will be sucked
into the lungs. It also applies to the ac-
tion of decreasing the size of the
thoracic cavity resulting in an ex-
halation of old air, which carries the
waste product, carbon dioxide. In order
that our cells can have good respira-
tion, we must have good habits of
breathing.
Many of us have the custom

of hunching over, permitting Ollr
shoulders to fall forward while sitting
or standing. Thus we prevent the full
expansion of the chest, causing pres-
sure upon the lungs and preventing
their most healthful function. Poor pos-
ture is a habit, and a bad one. Good
posture can also be a habit and a great
help towards good healtb. We should
sit and stand erect, permitting a fuller
use of the lungs.
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Many of us breathe from 12 to 18 breaths
per minute, when with proper exercise and
effort, we can learn to take only 8 to 10
deeper breaths per minute

Another factor in good breathing is
the appropriate use of the diaphragm
and the abdominal muscles. Many of
us, from habit, tend to breathe superfi-
cially, using only the upper chest. This
most common way to breathe is also the
most inefficient.
The best form of breathing is to in-

crease the size of the thoracic cavity
(the chest, in layman's terms) by con-
tracting the diaphragm. The diaphragm
is a muscular wall separating the
thoracic cavity from the abdominal cav-
ity and forming a domc-like protuber-
ance up into the thoracic cavity. When
it contracts, it moves down toward the
abdomen, expanding the lungs and in-
troducing fresh air.
Each time the diaphragm contracts

toward the abdominal cavity, the diges-
tive organs must be able to move out of
its way. For this to be possible, the ab-
dominal wall must be able to expand
ourward. Unfortunately, the clothes we
wear many Limes hinder correct breath-
ing. Clothing which tends to constrict
the waist docs not permit the up-and-
down movement of the diaphragm.
Some arc so accustomed to clothes be-
ing tight around the waist that they have
formed the bad habit of breathing al-
most entirely with the upper chest in-
stead ofusing the diaphragm and abdo-
men. The Lord has given us good coun-
sci:

"The lungs should be allowed the
greatest frcedom possible. Their capa-
cily is developed by frce action; it di-
minishes if they are cramped and com-
pressed. Hence the ill effects of the
practice so common, especially in se-
dentary pursuits, of stooping at one's
work. In this position it is impossible to
breathe deeply. Superficial breathing
soon becomes a habit, and the lungs
lose their power to expand. A similar
effect is produced by tight lacing. Suffi-
cient room is not given to the lower part
of the chest; the abdominal muscles,
which were designed to aid in breath-
ing, do not have full play, and the lungs
are restricted in their acLion.
"Thus an insufficient supply of oxy-

gen is received. The blood moves slug-
gishly. The waste, poisonous matter,
which should be thrown off in the exha-
lations from the lungs, is retained, and
the blood becomes impure. Not only

26 Our Firm Foundatioll December J987

the lungs, but the stomach, liver, and
brain are affected. The skin becomes
sallow, digestion is retarded; the heart
is depressed; the brain is clouded; the
thoughts are confused; gloom settles
upon the spirits; the whole system be-
comes depressed and inactive, and pe-
culiarly susceptihle to disease." The
Ministry ofHealing, 272-273

"Every article of dress should fit
easily, obstructing neither the cir-
culation of the blood, nor a free,
natural respiration. Everything worn
should be so loose that when tbe arms

are raised, the clothing will be corre-
spondingly lifted." Ibid., 293

Many of us breathe from 12 to 18
superficial breaths per minute, when
with proper exercise and effort, we can
learn to spontaneously take only 8 to 10
deeper diaphragmatic breatbs per min-
ute. William Knowles of England de-
veloped the efficiency of his breathing
to sucb an extent that he normally
breathed only four times per minute.
Professional singers and public speak-
ers must learn to breathe properly.
They learn to breathe in with a
downward movement of the diaphragm
and an outward movement of the
abdominal wall. They learn to exhale,
by means of a contraction inward of the
abdominal muscles thus squeezing the
diaphragm upward into the thoracic
cavity and expelling tbe air from the
lungs.

"Air is the free blessing of beaven,
calculated to electrify tbe whole system.
Without it the system will be filled with
disease and become dormant, languid,
feeble....

"Air, air, the precious boon ofheav-
en which all may bave, will bless you
with its invigorating iniluence if you will

not refuse it entrance. Welcome it, cul-
tivate a love for it, and it will prove a
precious soother of the nerves.... The
influence of pure, fresh air is to cause
the blood to circulate bealthfully
tbrough the system. It refreshes the
body and tends to render it strong and
bealtby, while at the same time its in-
fluence is decidedly felt upon the mind,
imparting a degree of composure and
serenity. It excites the appetite, and
renders the digestion of food more per-
fect, and induces sound and sweet
sleep." Testimonies, vol. I, 701-702

Breathing properly of fresh pure air
decreases the incidence of chest colds,
bronchitis, pneumonia, and asthma.
Deep breathing not only belps to pre-
vent these diseases, but also belps to
improve the bealth of those suffering
from them. The correct use of the res-
piratory organs will improve speaking
and singing. Correct breatbing pro-
vides a better quantity of oxygen and a
better elimination of carbon dioxide
from the cells. Eacb of our organs will
function better. We will bave better di-
gestion, our minds will be clearer and
more active. We ,viII have less fatigue
and will rest better. Our wbole state of
pbysical and spiritual bealth will im-
plOve by correct breathing of God's
pure air. We will be better able to wit-
ness to those about us of how to give
glory and honor to our Creator.

All told, tbere are too many benefits
from proper respiration to neglect any
one of them. Take the Lord's counsel
and put it into practice. It's wortb the
effort. iii



Corruption and political maneuvering they
could permit; but someone calling for

repentance, someone speaking without their
authority, they could not tolerate

Birth of the King
Continued from 10

church. No one could ever hope to be
the Messiah without the Sanhedrin's
recognition.

Following the anointing of Jesus at
His haptism, the Father gave proof af-
ter proof of Jesus' Messiahship. But the
one proof He was lacking was the offi-
cial approval of the church - or at least
what the people thought was the
church.
Of course, Jesus was the church. He

was the government. For "where Christ
is, even among the humble few, this is
Christ's church, for the presence of the
High and Holy One who inhabiteth
eternity can alone constitute a church."
The Upward Look, 315
No human council or organization,

either today, in Martin Luther's day, or
in Jesus' day can either establish or
aruml a church body by mere human
fiat. The true church in Jesus' day was
not the temple in Jerusalem, but the
believers tbat surrounded Jesus. This
has constituted the church "in every
age." This is the church that "the gates
of hell have not been able to prevail
against," and "is the one object upon
which God bestows in a special sense
His supreme regard."Acts of the Apos-
tles, 11-12. But to even suggest such a
thing in Jesus' day would have been
considered divisive, insubordinate, and
apostate. Thus the leaders were able to
take a whole nation with them to ruin in
their rejection of the humble king of
Israel. The leaders were too proud, en-
trenched, and educated to follow Jesus
or to submit to His authority, and the
people cast their lot with the priests.

Witness one of the most dramatic of
Jesus' healings. The man was born
blind, the result, supposedly, of a curse
for the parents' or grandparents' sins.
But Jesus made clay, packed it upon his
eyes, and told him to go wash in the
pool of Siloam.
The man came seeing and rejoicing.

Though he had never seen Jesus, he
knew that He was the Messiah, and ac-
knowledged him so before the priests.
The priests knew this man. They knew
he had been blind from birth. They had
tried to suggest in previous healings of
Jesus, that it was by sleight of hand, but

they could not deny this miracle.
Neither could they accept the One who
performed it, for it was done by Jesus,
who was not under their authority or
jurisdiction. To acknowledge Him
would mean to humble themselves. It
could possibly lead to the whole moral
and economic collapse of their system.
Tithes and offerings would probably
start flowing to Jesus. Their own
authority would be limited. If they
should yield their authority here, what
would prevent any and every other up-
start from beginning his own ministry?

What would preserve the "purity" of
the church? To their way of thinking,
the whole prosperity of a nation de-
pended on their handling of this case in
such a way as to deprive Jesus of His
glory and yet retain the confidence of
the people. It would require the utmost
skill in administrative tact and crisis
management.

"So tbey ... called the man who was
blind, and said to him, 'Give God the
glory! We know that this Man (Jesus] is
a sinner.' " But the healed man would
not relinquish his faith in Jesus. "Then
they reviled him and said, 'You are His
disciple, but we arc Moses' disciples.' "
John 9:24,28
As one last attempt to break

through the stubborn resistance of the
Jews, Jesus raised a man to life who had
been dead for four days. The priests
knew that they could not refute this
miracle. In their heart they knew He
was divine. But to acknowledge Him
now would destroy their whole
economic, and political system. And to
their way of thinking, it would therefore
destroy God's church. That, as "faithful
stewards," they could not allow. Thus

Caiaphas said, "It is [more] e'l'edient
for us that one man should die for the
people, ... [than] that the whole nation
should perish." John 11:50

Corruption and political maneuver-
ing they could permit; but someone
calling for repentance, someone speak-
ing without their authority, they could
not tolerate. When the decision camc
to choosc betwecn Barabbas or Christ,
they unanimously, save for Niodemus
and Joseph of Arimathca, demanded
Barabbas, and the multitudes followed
suit.

"At the time of the f,rst advent of
Christ to our world, the meo who com-
posed the Sanhedrin exercised their
authority in controlling men according
to their will," and the people blindly ac-
cepted their dominion. Testimonies to
Ministers, 301. In their acceptance of
human authority they rejected God's.
And though the true church of Israel
never fell, the human machinery that
the people thought was the church did.

"The sin of ancient Israel was in dis-
regarding the will of God and
following their own way according to
the leading of unsanctified hearts.
Modern Israel are fast following in
their footsteps and the displeasure of
the Lord is as surely resting upon
them." Testimonies, vol. 5,94

uTbe religion ofmany among us will
be the religion of apostate Israel, be-
cause they love their own way, and for-
sake the way of the Lord.... I know
that a work must be done for the peo-
ple, or many will not be prepared to re-
ceive the light of the angel sent down
from heaven to lighten the whole earth
with his glory." Testimonies to Minis-
ters, 468-469

December 1987 Our Firm Foul/datioll 27



greater influence in promoting a closer
tie between religion and government.
The issues involved include allowing
spoken prayer in schools, permitting
tuition tax credits, and outlawing abor-
tion, just to name a few. These groups
now seem to have their chance. The
swing vote of retired Justice Powell in
many instances was the deciding factor
in an otherwise split court. Since he was
moderate to liberal in philosophy,
many of his votes balanced the Su-
preme Court away from a closer tie be-
twecn church and government and
from allowing the government more in-
trusion into people's lives. Because the
ncx1: Supreme Court justice will have
this power, there is now a battle raging
between the liberals and the conserva-
tives over this particular nomination.
The next justice who sits on the court
will also be a swing vote to help mold
the court in either a morc liberal or a
morc conservative fashion. And who-
ever eventually is approved will likely
be a conservative man or woman who
will try to influence the court in deci-

Chris Ezell

Times of Change
and Opportunity

EVERY NOW and then certain
events take place that reflect and

solidify minute, often impereeptible,
attitude changes that have occurred in
society over a period of several years,
and even decades. These events some-
times have far-reaching consequences
for us as anation, as a church, and as in-
dividuals.

One example is the nomination of a
Supreme Court justice to fill the seat
left vacant when Judge Louis Powell re-
tired this past su=er. Right now there
is an approval process going on in thc
United States Senate over the person
whom President Reagan nominated to
fill that position. The judicial philoso-
phy of the one chosen is more impor-
tant than who the person is or his
gender type. Conservative groups from
the Moral Majority to Concerned
Women of America have been chafing
at the bit for several years, awaiting the
opportunity for President Reagan to
appoint enough conservative Supreme
Court justices to have a solid block of
votes and thereby begin to have a

When the earth was lightened with
the glory of the angels at Jesus' first
coming, few were ready to receive it-
only the humblest were lightened by
their glory. Just so, another angel is to
lighten the earth before Jesus' second
coming. Again, only the humblest will
receive his glory. The church, purified,
is going through. But not everything
that purports to be the ehurch today is
going to triumph \\1th it. Only the pure
and holy are going to triumph. Nothing
that in any way bespeaks corruption or
political maneuvering survive.

"The Lord Jesus will always have a
chosen peoplc to scrve Him. When the
Jewish people rejected Christ, the
Prince of life, He took from them the
kingdom of God and gave it unto the
Gentiles. God will continue to work on
this principle with every branch of His
work. Whcn a church proves unfaithful
to the work of the Lord, whatever their
position may be, however high and sa-
cred their calEng, the Lord can no long
work with them. Others are then chos-
en to bear important responsibilities."
The Upward Look, 131
"Let a chureh become proud and

boastflll, not depending on God, not
exalting His power, and that church will
surely be left by the Lord, to be brought
down to the ground." Testimonies, vol.
8, l27

Throughout the land it's Christmas
time again. Though the origins of
Christmas preceded the Christian Era,
let us review the meaning of the Beth-
lehem scene. While all eyes were fas-
tened upon Jerusalem for the official
birth announcement of their Saviour
and King, a newborn babe lay sleeping
on beaten-down straw, under strips of
linen, in a BetWehem barn. While the
church went on with its forms and cer-
emonies and Sabbath rituals, the lowly
shepherds were bowing beside His
cradle. They were the true theologians
of Israel, but none would accept their
inspired announcement. There in that
cradIc of Bethlehem lay the govern-
ment of Israel. The prosperity of a na-
tion, a church, a people, lay huddled
beside Him. Though many rejected
Him, God's true church accepted Him.
That church still lives! !l!J
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sions that will eventually mean limiting
OUI individual liberties in both secular
and religious activities.

Another event that may have far-
reaching consequences is the presiden-
tial candidacy of Pat Robertson. Just a
few short years ago an u1tra-conserva-

A few years ago an
ultra-conserva tive
minister would not
have been tolerated

live minister would Dot have been
tolerated and would not have had even
a slight chance in a national presiden-
tial elcction campaign. But he has al-
ready raised 10 million dollars, and this
before he even officially announced his
candidacy! But lately Pat Robertson
has accomplished something even
morc stunning than that achievement.
Of the 3,843 people that voted in the
presidential election straw poll in
Ames, Iowa, in late September he re-
ceived 34 percent of the vote, whereas
Robert Dole received 25 percent and
the front runner, George Bush, ouly 14
percent. The Bush campaign, along
with those of Dole and Jack Kemp had
gone all out to pack the vote with their
supporters and what surprised many
people was that Pat Robertson's or-
ganization was powerful enough to get
people involved in the voting process
who normally stay away from politics.
Thc deputy campaign manager for
George Bush in Iowa said, 'lIt's uncan-
ny; Republicans keep insisting, 'It can't
happen here: until their doors were
blasted off." Robertson won a similar
victory in the State of Michigan last
year with the selection of precinct del-
egates. He upset Gcorge Bush, who
had won the event in 1980, and it is now
likely that Robertson will win the most
delegates in the Michigan primary next
year. (Some material in the above para-
graph was taken from Time magazine)

All this of course doesn't mcan that
Pat Robertson is going to be our next
Presidcnt. But he could end up with
enough clcctoral votes to have some
gcnuinc influencc in the Republican
Party platform for 1988, just as Jesse
Jackson had for the Democrats in 1984.
This is another indicator that the
United States is more tolerant of na-
tional figures that don't have the "old
respect" for the basic principles of our
constitution such as separation of
church and state and individual liberty.
It also shows that the general public is
beginning to look to other people than
the familiar political figures for assur-
ances that the United States isn't about
to go off the deep end with such prob-
lems in society as AIDS, the threat of
nuclear annihilation, increasing crime,
pornography, child abuse, another
world war, or the possible collapse of
the world economy.
The nomination of another conser-

vative Supreme Court justice and the
tolcration of Pat Robertson as a presi-
dential candidate are just two of many
events taking place today that reflect
small changes occurring in our society
in the last 25 years that by themselves
were merely ripples and somewhat in-
significant. But as a wbole tbey can be
seen as establishing a definite pattern.

Ever smce the 1960s
there has been a
growmg wave of
conservatism

Ever since tbe extreme liberalism of the
1960s tbere has been in tbe United
States a growing wave of conservatism.
The more uneasy and unsure people
become as they take a realistic look at
the world around them, the more con-
servative tbey become and the more
they are willing to compromise individ-
ual f,eedom and liberty for protection
and security.

When Jesus was arrested, the pre-
vailing common community conscience
of tbe Jewish nation was that it would
be beller for onc person to suffer than
for the whole nation to perish. Thjs
same compromisc will take place when
in order to restore prosperity and
peace to our nation people will pres-
SUIe their elected officials to enact laws
tbat will in effect say it is better for one
group of people to suffer and even die
than for the wbole nation and the world
to perish.

The steady tread of
events that God
ordained are now
happening around us

Tbe steady trcad of events that God
ordained should signifywbere we are in
time have been and are now happening
everY\lvhere around us. There is a path
in the Garden of Getbsemane. A path
of opportunity open for tbe church to
walk wruch already bas been trodden,
beaten down, and marked clearly by the
footprints of one who walked ahead of
us, who is not asbamed to call us His
brethren. His specific call right now for
His church is the same as it was in
Noah's day, in Elijab's day, and John
tbe Baptist's day- to "be zealous tbere-
fore and repent," and for the church to
"rude not thyself from thIDe own flesh."
This call has special significance for us
as we begin in the ncx1. year lo com·
memorate the one hundredth anniver-
sary of the Minneapolis General Con-
ference session in 1888. Shall we begin
nOW to walk down tbat path of repent-
ance which bring honor and glory
to Christ and ultimately end the Great
Controversy? I!iI
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Two Kinds of Paths
Continued from 19

ones wortby to be entrusted with His
truth. He does not give one man new
light contrary to tbe establisbed faith of
the body." Testimonies, vol. 5, 291

Some have wrongly argued that we
would come to a time before tbe com-
ing of tbe Lord wben organization
would be discarded and every man
would work independently, as directed
by the Holy Spirit. This I believe to be a
pernicious error, and one by which
Satan would seek to bring confusion
into the work of God. We are told tbat
organwllion will have its place in this
movement even onWthe end of time. I
quote again from tbe Spirit of Propb-
eel':

Strengthened, Established, Settled

"Let none entertain the thought,
however, that we can dispense with or-
ganization. It has cost us mucb study,
and many prayers for wisdom that we
know God has answered, to erect this
structure. It has been built up by His
direction, througb mucb sacrifice and
conflict. Let none of Our brethren be so
dcceived as to attempt to tear it down,
for you will thus bring in a condition of
things that you do not dream of. In the
name of the Lord, I declare to you that it
is to stand, strengthened, established,
and sellled." Review alld Herald, Oc-
tober 12, 1905

"Oh, bow Satan would rejoice if he
could succeed in his efforts to get in
among this people, and disorganize tbe
work at a time wben thorough organi-
zation is essential, and will be the
greatest power to keep out spurious
uprisings, and to refute claims not en-
dorsed by tbe Word of God! We want
to bold tbe lines evenly, tbat tbere shall
be no breaking down of tbe system of
organization and order that bas been
built up by wise, careful labor. License
must not be given to disorderly
elements tbat desire to control the
work at this time.

"Some bave advanced the tbought
that as we near tbe close of time, every
child of God will act independently of
any religious organization. But I have
been instructed by tbe Lord tbat in this
work there is no such thing as every
man's being independent. The stars of
beaven are all under law, eacb influ-
encing the other to do the will of God,
yieldillg their common obedience to tbe
law that controls their action. And in
order that tbe Lord's work may ad-
vance healthfully and solidly, His peo-
ple must draw together." Testimonies
to Ministers, 489

"Follow PeaceWith All Men"

Our workers especially must asso-
ciate with various nationalities, each
with its own peculiar menlality and
characteristics, with religious beliefs of

every kind and quality, with political
parties of varying aims and purposes,
with those of every sort of social status.
God wants us to stand free from every
entangling alliance, free from any na-
tional spirit which would provoke racial
jealousy or animosity on tbe part of
others, free from political agitation or
discussion which would create pre-
judice against the gospel message we
bear to the world.
We cannot do effective Christian

service primarily as Americans, as Eng-
lishmen, as Germans, or as Democrats
or Republicans. FIrst of all, we sbould
be Christians. Cbrist recognized no
national lines, no social castes, no
political parties. He was the ambassa-
dor of Heaven to a fallen race. He la-
bored for higb and low, rich and poor.
He saw in Pharisee and in Sadducee, in
JeWJ Samaritan, and Syro·Phoenician, a
soul needing God, a prospective candi-
date for tbe beavenly kingdom. In tbe
ministry of the gospel berald "tbere is
neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision
nor uocucumcisioD, Barbarian, Scy-
thian, bond nor free: but Christ is all,
and in all." [Colossians 3:11] In recog-
nition of this gospel trutb we shall be at
peace with all men so far as our pur-
pose can make this possible. IiII

Review alld Herald, June 1, 1936

Concluded next month

-rO -to.----1-.tnr Upon 1-.lnr illint' upon illint' upon illinr----

In order to gain that benefit which they should gain in the Sabbath school, both parents and children should devote time to tlle
study of the lessons, seeking to obtain a thorough knowledge of the facts presented, and also of the spiritual truOls which these
facts are designed to teach. COllllSels 011 Sabbath School Work, 41; Sabbath School Worker, April, 1885

There are mental as well as physical dyspeptics. Many are suITering from maladies of the soul far more than from diseases of
the body, and they will lind no relief until they shall come to Christ, the wellspring oClife. Complaints ofweariness, loneliness, and
dissatisfaction will then cease, satisfying joys will give vigor to the mind, and health and vital energy to the body. Ellen G. J¥hite
Pamphlets ill the COl/cordal/ce, vol. 2, 304

God desil'es to heal us, to set us free. But since this requires an entire transformation, a renewing of our whole nature, we must
yield olll·seives wholly to Him. Steps to Christ, 43
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Two new books]
hot off the press

The Battle for the Mind

Puzzled by exorcism?
Dubious of demonol-

ogy? Bewildered about
deliverance? These ques-
tions need honest answers,
answers from the Lord. The
Battle for the Mind recog-
nizes the biblical teaching of
the supernatural, but not the
mumbo jumbo of "maybe" and
"I think so." That's why the
subtitle is "Spiritual Warfare-
False and True." Instead of specula-
tion, you'll find actual experiences and
shockingly pointed inspired commentary.
In 37 chapters, 300 pages, every aspect
of the subject receives fair and thorough
examination. For those who want the truth,
$6.00 plus shipping.

Adventism in Crisis
by Elder Ron Spear

"The church may appear as about to fall,
but it does not fall. It remains while the
sinners in Zion will be sifted out.... This
is a terrible ordeal, but nevertheless it
must take place .... The great issue so
near at hand will weed out those
whom God has not appointed, and
·He will have a pure, true, sanctified
ministry prepared for the latter
rain." Letter 55, 1886. Some see
no need for it to happen. Some
see no possibility that it could
happen. But God says it will
happen, and it behooves us
all to understand the pro-
cess. Now, while there's
still time to choose.
Adventism In Crisis,
$2.50 plus shipping.

Please add 10% for postage and handling ($1.00 minimum)

Hope International
Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328
Address Correction Requested
Forwarding Postage Guaranteed

Non Profit
U.S. Postage

Paid
Seattle, WA

Permit No. 484


