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Editorial
In regards to this month's

cover art-Bob Bresnahan is
bringing to us the story of
Jeremiah, showing his earnest ef-
forts to reach the leadership and
laity of the church with God's
message of warning. He was met
by strong resistance and even
violence. We urge our readers to
study the book of Jeremiah again
very carefully, especially the 36th
chapter. Ellen White tells us that
the events revealed therein will
be repeated in our day.
"This chapter is a record of

historical events that will be
repeated. Let all who desire to
receive warning, read carefully."
Se1"ellth-day Ad"elltist Bible Com-
melllary, vol. 4, I 159
Our almost total disregard for

the Spirit of Prophecy counsel in
all areas has fulfilled Ellen
White's prophecy. (Sec Tes-
timollies, vol. 5, 75, 76, 217; vol 8,
67, 68, 250, 251; Christ's Object
Lessolls, 304, 305; The Desire 01
Ages, 36, 611, 612; Selected Mes-
sages, Book I, 406)
The situation in our churches

keeps reminding us that we have
far more to fear from within
than without. (See Selected Mes-
sages, Book I, 122) Mayall of us,
leaders, pastors, and laity, awake
from our spiritual condition
before it is too late, for destruc-
tion is coming as an overwhelm-
ing surprise. (See Testimollies, vol.
8, 37, 28)
God gave this counsel in the

pre-session of the General Con-
ferenee of 1901: "In reference to
our conference, it is repeated o'er
and o'er and o'er again, that it is
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the voice of God, and therefore
everything must be referred to
the conference and have the con-
ference voice in regard to per-
mission or restriction or what
shall be and what shall not be
done in the various fields....
"We have heard enough, abun-

dance, about that 'everything
must go around in the regular
way.' When we see the regular
lines arc altered and purified and
refined, and the God of heaven's
mold is upon the regular lines,
then it is our business to establish
the regular lines. But when we
see message after message that
God has given has been accepted,
but no change, just the same as it
was before, then it is evident that
new blood must be brought into
the regular lines....
"It requires minds that are

worked by the Holy Spirit of
God; and unless that evidence is
given, unless there is a power
that shows that they are aceepted
by God to impart to the respon-
sibilities that have to be handled,
then there should be a renovation
without any delay. To have this
conference pass on and close up
as the conferences have done,
with the same manipulating, with
the very same tone, and the same
order-God forbid! God forbid,
brethren. He wants every living
soul that has a knowledge of the
truth to come to their senses. He
wants every living power to
arouse; and we arc just about the
same thing as dead men. And it is
time that we should arise and
shine because our light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has

arisen upon us, and until this
shall come we might just as well
close up the conference today as
any other day....
"There is to be no man that

has the right to put his hand out
and say, No, you can not go
there; we won't support you if
you go there. Why, what have you
to do with supporting? Did they
create the means? The means
come from the people, a nd those
who are destitute fields. The
voice of God has told me to in-
struct them to go to the people
and to tell them their necessities,
and to draw all the people to
work just where they can find a
place to work, to build up the
work in every place they can.
Unpublished Malluscript Testimo-
lIies, 163-168
May we understa nd now, be-

fore it is too late, that unless this
counsel is obeyed there can be no
Holy Spirit to finish the work. If
we continue to refuse to listen to
the counsel of the True Witness,
God will soon take the reins into
His own hands and most of the
workers will soon be surprised to
sec how God will quickly cut His
work short in righteousness. From
the plow and every "ocation of
life God has men and women.
young people, an army in train-
ing. Our Commander and Chief
will soon take to the field. The
ba ttle is a bou t to be engaged.
May God help each of us to fight
the good fight of faith to the
end. (See COl/llsel.1 011 Health, 395;
Testimollies to /lfillisters, 300;
Romans 9:28; Testimollies vol. 9,
96,227-229) RON SPEAR-EDITOR
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LORD OF
THE

SABBATH
Ron Spear

F ROM THE beginning of
time God has placed a spe-

cial blessing upon the seventh
day. He made it a day for com-
munion with His people.
"Thus file heavens and the

earth were finished, and all the
host of them. And on the seventh
day God ended His work which
He had made; and He rested on
the seventh day from all His
work which He had made. And
God blessed the seventh day, and
sanctified it: because that in it
He had rested from all His work
which God created and made."
Genesis 2:1-3
It was not in the plan of God

that sin should enter. Everything
was created to grow into a great-
er perfection. The earth was
filled, by the Creator, with the
good and beautiful things needed
to sustain the sinless pair and
make them happy. And every sev-
enth day was a Sabbath, a day of
special awareness and worship.
Their minds were to be fastened
upon the worship of the Most
High, their Creator. Adam and
Eve walked and talked with God
in the cool of every day, but the
Sabbath was an entire day of
communion and fellowship with
Christ.
When sin came to this perfect

planet, all creation mourned the
horrible mistake committed by
our first parents. Man was sepa-
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rated from God and cut off from
close communion. There could not
be any more daily sessions of in-
struction by the Master Teacher,
and a great gulf was fixed be-
tween heaven and earth. No
longer could they spend the holy
Sabbath hours in His presence.
Jesus immediately stepped in

between man and his penalty of
eternal death, accepted that curse
and became man's substitute, our
example in perfect law keeping,
yes, Sabbath keeping.

The Sabbath
unites God and
His people

Let us study His life, His ex-
ample from Scripture. We read:
"It would be well for us to

spend a thoughtful hour each day
in contemplation of the life of
Christ. We should take it point by
point, and let the imagination
grasp each scene, especially the
closing ones. As we thus dwell
upon His great sacrifice for us,

our confidence in Him will be
more constant, our love will be
quickened, and we shall be more
deeply imbued with His spirit. If
we would be saved a t last, we
must learn the lesson of penitence
and humiliation at the foot of
the cross." The Desire of Ages, 83
Please study carefully the fol-

lowing rna terial arranged from
the Bible and the Spirit of Proph·
ecy on how we need to spend the
Sabbath hours so as to receive the
blessing that God has promised.
"If thou turn away thy foot

from the Sabbath, from doing thy
pleasure on My holy day; and call
the Sabbath a delight, the holy of
the Lord, honorable; and shalt
honor Him, not doing thine own
ways, nor finding thine own
pleasure, nor speaking thine own
words: Then shalt thou delight
thyself in the Lord; and I will
cause thee to ride upon the high
places of the earth, and feed thee
with the heritage of Jacob thy
father; for the mouth of the Lord
hath spoken it." Isaiah 58:13, 14
Christ made the Sabbath for

man: "The Sabbath was made for
man, and not man for the Sab-
bath. Therefore the Son of man is
Lord also of the Sabbath." Mark
2:27,28
"The Sabbath is a golden clasp

that unites God and His people."
Testim01lies, vol. 6, 351
"Great blessings are enfolded

I



II

in the observance of the Sabbath
and God desires that thc Sabbath
day shall be to us a day of joy."
Ibid., 349
"The Sabbath is God's memor-

ial, pointing men to their Creator
who made the world and all
things tha t are therein. In the
everlasting hills, in the lofty
trees, in every opening bud and
blooming flower, we may behold
the work of the grea t Master Art-
ist. All speak to us of God and
His glory." Testimonies to Minis-
ters, 137
God's love has set a limit to

the demands of toil. Over the
Sabba th He places His merciful
hand. In His own day He pre-
serves for the family opportunity
for communion with Him, with
nature and with one another."
Education, 251
"Moreover also I gave them

My Sabbaths, to be a sign be-
tween Me and them, that they
might know that I am the Lord
that sanctify them." Ezekiel 20:12
"But in order to keep the Sab-

bath holy, men must themselves
be holy. Through faith they must
become partakers of the right-
eousness of Christ." The Desire of
Ages, 283

The Distinguishing Mark

"Hallow my Sabbaths; and
they shall be a sign between Me
and you, that ye may know that I
am the Lord your God." Ezekiel
20:20
"The Sabba th is a sign of the

relationship existing between
God and His people-a sign that
they are His obedient subjects,
that they keep holy His law. The
observance of the Sabbath is the
means ordained by God of pre-
serving a knowledge of Himself
a'nd of distinguishing between
His loyal subjects and the trans-
gressors of His law." Testimonies,
vol. 8, 198
True Sabbath keeping is a

sign, a seal from God to His
faithful, obedient people on
earth.
"Wherefore the children of Is-

rael shall keep the Sabba th, to
observe the Sabbath throughout
their generations, for a perpetual
covenant. It is a sign betwcen Me

and the children of Israel for
ever: for in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, and on
the seventh day He rested, and
was refreshed." Exodus 31:16,17
"Men and women are . . . to

bear God's sign by observing the
Sabbath of creation." Testimonies,
vol. 8, 196
"All who regard the Sabbath

as a sign between them and God,
showing that He is the God who
sanctifies them, will represent the
principles of His government.
They will bring into daily prac-
tice the laws of His kingdom.
Daily it will be their prayer that
the sanctification of the Sabbath
may rest upon them. Every day
they will have the companionship
of Christ and will exemplify the
perfection of His character.
Every day their light will shine
forth to others in good works,"
Testimollies, vol. 6, 353, 354

Let your children
share in your

preparation to keep
the Sabbath

A Note of Warnin&

"Ministers of Jesus should
stand as reprovers to those who
fail to remember the Sabbath to
keep it holy. They should kindly
and solemnly reprove those who
engage in worldly conversation
upon the Sabbath and at the same
time claim to be Sabbath keepers.
They should encourage devotion
to God upon His holy day." Ibid.,
vol. 2, 704

Preparation

"On Friday let the preparation
for the Sabbath be completed. Sec
that all the clothing is in .readi-
ness and that all the cooking is
done. Let the boots be blacked
and the baths be taken. It is pos-
sible to do this. If you make it a

I

rule you can do it. The Sabbath is
not to be given to the repairing
of garments, to the cooking of
food, to pleasure-seeking, or to
any other worldly employment.
Before the setting of the sun let
all secular work be laid aside,
and all secular papers be put out
of sight. Parents, explain your
work and its purpose to your
children, and let them share in
your preparation to keep the
Sabbath according to the com·
mandment. ... Before the setting
of the sun let the members of the
family assemble to read God's
word, to sing and pray." Testi-
monies, vol. 6, 355, 356

Sabbath Activities for the Family

"Mothers . . . should not be so
engrossed with the artificial and
burdened with care that they
cannot have time to educate their
children from God's great book
of nature." Child Guidance, 54

"The Sabbath should be made
so interesting to our families that
its weekly return will be hailed
with joy." Ibid., 536
"Do not weary them [the chil-

dren] with long prayers and tedi·
ous exhortations, but through
nature's object lessons teach them
obedience to the law of God."
Ibid., 534

Sabbath Dinner

"He required them to bake
that which they would bake, and
seethe (that is, boil) that which
they would seethe on the sixth
day, preparatory to the rest of
the Sabbath. Those who neglect to
prepare for the Sabbath on the
sixth day, and who cook food
upon the Sabbath, violate the
fourth commandment, and are
transgressors of God's law."
Spiritual Gifts, vol. 3, 253, 254

"We should not provide for
the Sabbath a more liberal supply
or a greater variety of food than
for other days. Instead of this the
food should be more simple, and
less should be eaten, in order that
the mind may be clear and vigor-
ous to comprehend spiritual
things." TesU,.,mlies, vol. 6, 357
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Sabbath Travel

"I fear that we often travel on
this day when it might be avoid-
ed ... we should be more careful
about traveling on the boats or
cars on this day ... it may be
necessary (at times) for us to
travel on the Sabbath; but so far
as possible we should secure our
tickets and make alt necessary (1"-

rangements on some other day."
Te:'limonies, vol. 6, 359, 360

Not an Idle Day

"Heaven's work never ceases,
and men should never rest from
doing good. The Sabbath is not
intended to be a period of useless
inactivity. The law forbids secu-
lar labor on the rest day of the
Lord; ... but as God ceased His
labor of creating and rested upon
the Sabbath and blessed it, so
man is to leave the occupations
of his daily life, and devote those
sacred hours to healthful rest, to
worship, and to holy deeds." The
Desire of Ages, 207 •

Worship

"Six days shall work be done;
but the seventh day is the Sab-
bath of rest, an holy convoca-
tion." Leviticus 23:3

"0 come, let us worship and
bow down: let us kneel before the
Lord our maker." Psalm 95:6
"But the Lord is in His hory

temple: let all the earth keep si-
lence before Him." Habakkuk
2:20

True Sabbath keeping
means to be

completely controlled
by the Holy Spirit

"Blessed is the man that doeth
this, and the son of man that
layeth hold on it; that keepeth
the Sabbath from polluting it,
and keepeth his hand from doing
any evil." Isaiah 56:2
The arrangement of this in-

spired material will quickly show
us that true Sabbath keeping is
not just going to church on the
Sabbath. It is not just ritualism or
traditionalism, but a deep rela-
tionship in true worship of our
great God. It means that every
thought and action from sun-

down on Friday to sundown on
Sabbath is to be completely con-
trolled in worship by the Holy
Spirit.
It means tha t there is a deep

love relationship being developed
between God and His true church
members on earth, and that the
seal of God is in process of being
placed upon the character of His
true people. "Just as soon as
God's people are sealed and pre-
pared for the shaking, it will
come. Indeed, it has begun al-
ready; the judgments of God are
now upon the land, to give us
warning, that we may know what
is coming." Seventh-day Adventist
Bible Commentary, vol. 4, 1161
Ellen White tells us the major-

ity of the church membership
will one day reject us and join
the ranks of the enemy. (See Tes-
timonies, vol. 5, 136; vol. 8, 41)
Why is this? Because they

haven't kept the Sabbath holy-
they haven't learned to truly
worship God on the Sabbath day.
They kept Saturday, not Sabbath.
To them it was a holiday, not a
holy day, and they will be lost
because of it.
May God help us now to enter

into that holy relationship daily,
and on Friday evening, let us
worship by faith with Christ in
the most holy place. III

I
iCiur UIIpon iCinr iLinr t!lIpon iLinr ffinl'Qaponffinl'

Remember this. If you have made mistakes, you certainly gain a victory if you see these mistakes, and regard
them as beacons of warning. Thus you turn defeat into victory, disappointing the enemy, and honoring your
Redeemer. Messages to Young People, 100

When the Master receives the talents, He approves and rewards the workers as though the merit wer:e all their
own. Christ's Object Lessons, 361

All coarseness and roughness must be put away from us. Guard against being abrupt and blunt. Do not regard
such peculiarities as virtues: for God does not so regard them. Evangelism, 637

The very example and deportment as well as the words of the Christian should be such as to awaken in the sin-
ner a desire to come to the Fountain of Life. Messages to Young People, 424

While the humble worker for God is following his employment, angels of God stand by his side, listening to his
words, noting the manner in which his work is done, to see if larger responsibilities may be entrusted to his
hands. Ministry of Healing, 477

Nothing Is drudgery to the one who submits to the will of God. "Doing it unto the Lord" is a thought that
throws charm over ·whatever work God gives him to do. Testimonies, vol. 9, 150
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go not after other gods to serve
them, and ye shall dwell in the
land which I have given to you
and to your fathers." He pleaded
with them not to provoke Him to
anger with the work of their
hands and the devices of their
evil hearts; "but they hearkened
not." [Jeremiah 35:14- )ill
Jeremiah then predicted the

captivity of the Jews, as their
punishment for not heeding the

T HE LORD gave Jeremiah a
message of reproof to bear

to His people, charging them with
the continual rejection of His
counsel: "I have spoken to you,
rising early and speaking; but ye
hearkened not unto Me. I have
sent also unto you all My servants
the prophets, rising up early and
sending them, saying, Return ye
now every man from his evil
way, and amend your doings, and

The WORD
Of
The LORD

word of the Lord. The Chaldeans
were to be used as the instrument
by which God would chastise His
disobedient people, whose punish-
ment was to be in proportion to
the light they had had, and the
warnings they had despised and
rejected.
The Lord commanded Jere-

miah to stand in the court of the
Lord's house, and to speak unto
all the people of Judah who came
there to worship those things
which He would give him to
speak, that they might hearken,
and turn from their evil ways.
Then God would repent of the
punishment which He had pur-
posed to inflict upon them be-
cause of their wickedness.
The Lord commanded Jere-

miah to say to the people: "Thus
saith the Lord, If ye will not
hearken unto Me, to walk in "My
law, which I have set before you,
to hearken to the words of My
servants the prophets, whom I
sent unto you, both rising up
early and sending them, but ye
have not hearkened, then will I
make this house like Shiloh, and
will make this city a curse to all
the nations of the earth." [Jere-
miah 26:4-6] They understood this
reference to Shiloh, and the time
when the Philistines overcame Is-
rael, and the ark of God was
taken.
The sin of Eli consisted in

passing lightly over the iniquity
of his sons, who were in sacred
office. His neglect to reprove and
restrain his sons brought upon Is-
rael a fearful calamity. The sons
of Eli were slain, Eli himself lost
his life, the ark of God was taken
from Israel, and thirty thousand
of the people were slain. All of
these calamities occurred because
sin was lightly regarded and al-
lowed to remain among them.
What a lesson is this to men hold-
ing responsible positions in the
church of God! It warns them
faithfully to remove the wrongs
that dishonor the cause of truth.
In the days of Samuel, Israel

thought that the presence of the
ark containing the command-
ments of God would insure them
the victory over the Philistines,

,.
Ellen G. White
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whether or not they repented of
their wicked works. Just so, in
Jeremiah's time, the Jews be-
lieved that a strict observance of
the divinely appointed services of
the temple would preserve them
from a just punishment of their
sinful course.
The same danger exists today

among the people who profess to
be the depository of God's law.
They are too apt to flatter them-
selves that the regard in which
they hold the commandments will
preserve them from the power of
divine justice. They refuse to be
reproved for evil, and charge the
servants of God with being too
zealous in putting sin out of the
camp. A sin-hating God calls
upon those who profess to keep
His law to depart from all iniq-
uity. Neglect to repent and to
obey His word will bring as ser-
ious consequences upon God's ser-
vants today as did the same sin
upon ancient Israel. There is a
limit beyond which He will no
longer delay His judgments. The
desolation of Jerusalem stands as
a warning before the eyes of
modern Israel, that the correc-
tions given through His chosen
instruments cannot be disre-
garded with impunity.
When the priests and the

people heard the message tha t
Jeremiah dclivercd to thcm in the
name of the Lord, they wcre very
angry, and declarcd that he
should die. They wcre boistcrous
in their denunciations of him,
crying, "Why hast thou prophe-
sied in the name of the Lord,
saying, This house shall be like
Shiloh, and this city shall be
desolate without an inhabitant?
And all the people were ga the red
against Jeremiah in the house of
the Lord." [Jeremiah 26:9] Thus
was the message of God despised,
and the servant with whom He
entrusted it threatened with
death. The priests, the unfaithful
prophets, and all the people
turned in wrath upon him who
would not speak to them smooth
things and prophesy deceit.
The princes of Judah heard

concerning the words of Jere-
miah, and they came up from the
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king's house and sat in the entry
of the Lord's house. "Then spake
the priests and the prophets unto
the princes and to all the people,
saying, This man is worthy to
die; for he hath prophesied
against this city, as ye have heard
with your ears." [vs. 11] But Jere-
miah stood boldly before the
princes and the people, declaring:
"The Lord sent me to prophesy
against this house and against
this city all the words that ye
have heard. Therefore now
amend your ways and your
doings, and obey the voice of the
Lord your God; and the Lord will
repent Him of the evil He hath
pronounced against you. As for
me, behold I am in your hand; do

Had the prophet
been intimidated,
he would have.
lost his life

with me as seemeth good and
meet unto you. But know ye for
certain that if ye put me to
death, ye shall surely bring in-
nocent blood upon yourselves,
and upon this city, and upon the
inhabitants thereof; for of a
truth the Lord hath sent me unto
you to speak all these words in
your ears." [vss. 12-14]
Had the prophet been intimi-

dated by the threatening attitude
of those high in authority, his
message would ha ve been without
effect, and he would have lost his
life. But the courage with which
he discharged his painful duty
commanded the respect of the
people, and turned the princes of
Israel in his favor. Thus God
raised up defenders for His ser-
vant, who reasoned with the
priests and false prophets, show-

ing them how unwise would be
the extreme measures which they
advocated.
The influence of these power-

ful persons produced a reaction
in the minds of the people. Then
the elders united in protesting
against the decision of the priests
regarding the fate of Jeremiah.
They cited the case of Micah,
who prophesied judgments upon
Jerusalem, saying, "Zion shall be
plowed like a field, and Jeru-
salem shall become heaps, and the
mountain of the house as the
high places of a forest." [Micah
3: 12] And they asked, "Did
Hezekiah king of Judah and all
Judah put him at all to death?
Did he not fear the Lord, and be-
sought the Lord, and the Lord
repented Him of the evil which
He had pronounced against them?
Thus might we procure great evil
against our souls." [Jeremiah
26:19]
Through the pleading of these

men of influence the prophet's
life was spared; although many
of the priests and false prophets,
unable to endure the truths that
he uttered, exposing their wick-
edness, would have been pleased
had he been put to death on the
plea of sedition.
But Israel remained unrepen-

tant; and the Lord saw that they
must be punished for their sins.
He had long delayed His judg-
ments because of His unwilling-
ness to h umilia te His chosen
people, and had pleaded with
them to return to their allegiance.
He had brought them out of
bondage that they might faith-
fully serve Him, the only liVing
and true God; but they had wan-
dered into idolatry, they had
slighted His warnings given them
by His prophets. Yet He had
deferred His chastisement, and
had given them opportunity after
opportunity to repent and avert
the retributipn for their sins.
Through His chosen prophet, He
had set before them in clear and
positive terms the only course by
which they could escape the pun-
ishment which they deserved-a
full repentance of their sins, and
a turning from the evil of their



ways. But they would not heed
His warnings and reproofs, and
now He would visit His displeas-
ure upon them, as a last effort to
check them in their course of
transgression.
In these days He has instituted

no new plan to preserve the pur-
ity of His people. As of old, He
entreats the erring ones who
profess His name to repent and
turn from their evil ways. Now,
as then, by the mouth of His
chosen servants He predicts the
dangers before them. He sounds
the note of warning and reproves
sin just as faithfully as in the
days of Jeremiah. But the Israel
of our time have the same temp-
tations to scorn reproof and hate

God has instituted
no new plan to

preserve the purity
of His people

counsel as had ancient Israel.
They too often turn a deaf ear to
the words that God has given His
servants for the benefit of those
who profess the truth. Though
the Lord in mercy withholds for
a time the retribution of their'
sin, as in the days of Jeremiah,
He will not always stay His hand,
but will visit iniquity with right-
eous judgment.
"He that refuseth instruction

despiseth his own soul; but he
that heareth reproof getteth un-
derstanding." "Blessed is the man
whom Thou chastenest, 0 Lord,
and teachest him out of Thy
law." "For whom the Lord loveth
He correcteth, even as a father
the son in whom he delighteth."
[Proverbs 15:32; Psa 1m 94: 12;
Proverbs 3:12] I!I

Review and Herald, June 30, 1985

Iil"":Berea
... ," .':

<to
.1{\IE l\\({
;;::::.:.:.:
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:t:ljt,.)poth in the $Irengthening oj
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Jtitle ((}Of t(J reach those hOt Qf om

tistllecpurpose of Copyright
\( readers' attention to\\.;:::thttOns of merit and useful-

Was Made Flesh. By
;.' RtUph Larson. 400 pages. The

Press. $11.95

For mote than twenty years, it
.'6*:\l' been recogniz.ed by stUdents

';;01' Adventism (both within and
·····.without the denomination) that
.};lMmosf vital questions. fadng

<,;!
It.urnaft nature of Christ.

)f(l.t mt>re than twenty years there
; has been {sometimes
i'/ (:.p().•.. .. showing clearly that

a division within the
clbtch in regard to this jmpor-

;;tattfttlatter.
p' llttderRalpb Larson has done
\us aU .. a significant service by

together the body of
teaching by the denomina-

; don on this point. The Word Was
N!ade makes available the

record of one hundred
(1852-1952). No longer is

for speculation as
ttJWhrtt btu been taught in the
past. More than t200 printed
$lll.temtnts from every level of
.. 'A4nntist 1eadership-400 of
tlt.cmhom EUen G. White-

the facts of history
'wldiollt Ql1tstion.

than this. they lead to an
conclusion, and an amaz-

Jili offer from the author:

"There is a time honored-
method, hallowed by uses without
number, and still otitstandingly
successful. For mQTe years than I
h:tve lived, when
Adventist evangelists have met
seekers after truth Who just could
not believe that a mistake,regard,
ing Sunday observance had
made by church leaders, and felt
conndent that somewhere there
must be a Bible tex.t giving
evidence of an authorized change
of the day of divinea.ppointment,
they have offered a cash reward
of $1000.00 for that text. This
method has cleared away ques-
tions and resolved doubts with
remarkable efficiency.
"The situation before us is

singUlarly similar. Untold num-
bers of Seventh-day Adventists
just cannot believe tha t a mista.ke
was made by the authors of Quts-
lions on Doctrine, et al., and they
feet confident that Christ came
to the earth in the human nature
of the unfaUen Adam.

"1 hereoy offef (l reward 0'/
$1,000.00 to the firstpersolt who
will find that quotation and deliver
it to me:'

The offer is stiU open and un-
claimed, which may surprise
some. But that is not the only sUr-
prise in this and it be-
hooves every Adyentist pastor,
teacher, and layman to examine
the evidence for himself.
In an effort to ass;stin tb¢

dissemination of this vital mater-
ial, Hope International has lower-
ed the suggested donation for
Elder Larson's book. (See "Books
and Tapes," on page 31) ..•..•.. ..... ..

We encourage out t9
purchase The Word Was Made
Flesh, and-;,it possible-ghe or
tend it to thQsewbo
cfited by it.; '.'
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F 0 THOt Gl1. we walk in
the flesh, we do not war

after the flesh: (for the weapons
of our warfare are not carnal,
but mighty through God to the
pulling down of strongholds;)
casting down imaginations, and
every high thing that exalteth it-
self against the knowledge of
God, and bringing into captivity
every thought to the obedience of
Christ." 2 Corinthians 10:3-5
Our minds are directed in this

Scripture to the realities of the
Christian life. We are reminded
that it is a warfare. And we are
reminded that this warfare is not
fought with physical weapons.
Yet the weapons we use are very
powerful, as is the enemy that we
face.
Then we notice Paul's refer-

ence to imaginations, associated
with a reference to strongholds. A
stronghold to the apostle Paul
would be a fortress, probably
with double walls some distance
apart, and the space filled with
rubble. They would be places
where men could stand behind
battlements and pour hot lead on

10 O"r Firm FOll/lda/ioll September, 1986

the foe, or throw rocks or spears
at them. A tremendous amount of
will, a tremendous amount of
energy, and some very powerful
weapons were required to batter
down a stronghold.
And the imagination is associ-

ated in Paul's mind with a strollg-
hold. It is that formidable a thing.
Worse still, the imagination is
cast in the role of an enemy, a
formidable, a powerful enemy.
This statement agrees with

other Scriptures. Genesis, chapter
6, verse 5: "And God saw that the
wickedness of man was great in
the earth, and that every imagi-
nation of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually."
Genesis, chapter 8, verse 21:

"For the imagination of man's
heart is evil from his youth." It is
not only a formidable enemy, it
is also a lifelong enemy. Deuter-
onomy, chapter 29, verse 19:
"And it come to pass when he
heareth the words of this curse,"
(that is, the curse on those who
worship false gods), "that he
bless himself in his heart, saying,
I shall have peace, though I walk

Ralph Larson

in the imagination of mine heart,
to add drunkenness to thirst."
Deuteronomy, chapter 31,

verse 21: "For I know their im-
agination which they go about,
even now, before I have brought
them into the land which I
sware." Jeremiah, chapter 7, verse
24: "But they hearkened not, nor
inclined their ear, but walked in
the counsels and in the imagina-
tion of their evil heart, and went
backward, and not forward." Jer-
emiah uses similar language in
eight different places in his book.
In the Bible record as a whole,

we find the word "imagination"
or "imagine" used 36 times, and
35 of them are in a negative
sense, implying that the imagina-
tion is an ellemy. I Chronicles,
chapter 29, verse 18 is the only
positive use of the word
"imagine" in the whole Bible. "0
Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and
of Israel, our fathers, keep this
for ever in the imagination of the
thoughts of the heart of Thy
people, and prepare their heart
unto Thee." In a 11 the other
verses the imagination is cast in

•



What learns? Do your muscles learn?
I doubt it.

The learning is in the brain

•

the role of an enemy.
Is it always wrong, then, to use

the imagination? No. But it is al-
ways dangerous. It needs to be
used with the greatest care, pru-
dence, and vigilance. "Why? What
is so dangerous about the imagi-
nation?" you ask. "The imagina-
tion isn't doing anything." But
that is a misunderstanding. The
imagination is doing something,
something very real, very practi-
cal, very concrete. It is doing it in
your brain.

If you have ever attended one
of the Five-day Plans to Stop
Smoking, you have heard the
physicians there explain the
functioning of the brain. They
state that there are two different
functions performed by different
portions of the brain. In one part
of the brain imagining takes
place: thinking, conceptualizing,
the picturing of an action in your
"mind's eye." In the other portion
of the brain, the activating is
, done.

Think for a moment about an
automobile. You can sit in your
car with the gear shift in "park"
or "neutral," with the emergency
brake set, and race the engine at
7500 revolutions per minute.
Since this will cause a terrific

of vibration, we do not
recommend it, but it can be done.
Now, observe that when you

are doing that, all of the various
elements that make that engine a
power plant are working. The
fuel pump is drawing gasoline
from the tank and running it
through the carburetor, which
mixes it with air and passes it
into the intake manifold and
thence to the cylinders where it
explodes. The electrical system is
bringing a spark from the battery
through the coil and the dis-
tributor and the spark plugs to
the various cylinders, where it
will provide the energy to make
the gasoline fumes explode. As
that explosion is occurring, the
pistons are moving up and down
in the chambers and turning the
crankshaft delivering the power.
The oil pump is pumping oil all
through the engine to lubricate it,
and the water pump is drawing

water from the radiator and
pumping it all through the water
jacket of the engine to cool it.
Everything then is working just
as if you were sailing down the
road at high speed.
In what way is the function of

the engine different when it is
racing at 7500 revolutions per
minute with the wheels not turn-
ing, than when it is actually

moving the car down the high-
way? The answer is, Nothing is
different at all. The difference is
in the drive train, not in the en-
gine. And the experts are telling
us now that this is equally true
of the brain. In that conceptualiz-
ing, imagining, envisioning part
of the brain, the function is ex-
actly the same whether you are
thinking about an action or doing
it.
Let us say you are sitting at

your desk studying, and you are
beginning to feel rather tired.
Suddenly an inspiration comes to
look out the window to where the
sun is shining brightly, and you
think, "Wouldn't it be pleasant to
take a break from study and go
for a swim!" You lean back in
your chair to reflect on that for a
moment, and your imagination
starts to work. You see yourself
(in your mind's eye) walking out
on the diving board. You take
two steps and a bounce then
stretch for the sky, you curl over
at the top of your dive and glide
down into that beautiful water,
all the way to the bottom of the
pool. With your hands 011 the bot-
tom, you push off and gently
drift up to the top wait
a minute. You're still sitting in your

chair. But the conceptualizing part
oj your brain is doing it, really
doing it.
Then you say, "I'll do it." Now

the activating part of your brain
starts functioning. And so you go
to the pool and you actually walk
out on the board, and take your
steps and bounce, and you stretch
for the sky and glide qown into
the water to the bottom of the

pool. What is different now? The
difference is entirely, the experts
say, in the activating portion of
the brain. In the conceptualizing
portion of the brain there is no
change. This part of the brain is
doing, while you actually per-
form the thing, exactly what it
was doing when you were sitting
in your chair thinking about it.
Practice makes perfect, they

say. This may be an over state-
ment, but it contains truth:
Maybe practice will not make
perfect, but practice will cer-
tainly improve your performance
in any role. The musician spends
hours practicing. The golfer prac-
tices. The basketball player prac-
tices. The singer practices. Why?
What learns? Do your muscles
learn? I doubt it. Muscles become
more flexible, and stronger. But
do muscles learn? I doubt it. The
learning is in the brain.
Here the experts tell us that

something physical is actually
happening. At this point we must
retreat into symbolic language,
because the experts have not yet
found a way to tell us in precise
detail what actually happens. But
they generally agree that some-
thing physical does happen, in the
brain cells. Some call it a forming

Continued on 29
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Marriage, cont. from page 17
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ought to be discussed, and com-
patibility on these matters sought.
Seventh, the relationship to

family expectations should be
explored. including the attitude
toward children. the number
thought desirable, as well as at-
titudes toward their management
and education. Even attitudes to
home location. tastes and such
matters should be well under-
stood. In fact, the more areas dis-
cussed and the more agreements
reached, the greater will be the
possibility of forging a successful
marriage, for in marriage there
will be enough unexpected deci-
sions to make without husband
and wife having to be concerned
with decisions which could have
been faced before marriage. In
making these decisions together
the couple can establish a strong
basis for open communication in
marriage.
Then there is the relationship

to God. There is importance in
learning to pray together, to
study God's word together and to
work for Christ together. The
courtship ought to be the basis
upon which subsequent home
values will be established and
those areas which will tend
toward the happiness of the home
ought to be practiced before mar-
riage.
The home ought to be a Chris-

tian witnessing unit, and the ef-
fective establishment of this
foundation surely starts in the
courtship period. The fabric of.
society is built around the estab-
lishment of strong, secure and
stable homes and not only in the
mental health of the contracting
parties involved but also in that
of every child born into the
newly established family. A high
level of mental disorder in
society today must be traced
primarily to the instability of the
home and the insecurity of the
family relationships. Those homes
established upon the principles of
Christ, secured by Christ in love,
are clearly the most effective
bulwarks against the collapse of
society. •

are marrying into a family. And
it is of great help to know that
the parents of both partners con-
templating marriage are in har-
mony with the decision and are
happy to accept the other
partners into the family circle.
This acceptance certainly reduces
the tension and the estrangements
that can develop when willful
marriages are contracted inde-
pendent of parental advice.
Fourth, "Have we known each

other long enough and in suffi-
ciently varied circumstances to
be sure that God is leading us
together?" There is no reason for
Christian young people to marry
with little understanding of each
other's character or purposes. Of
course if there has been an op-
portunity in group situations to
get to know each other in the
widest sphere, then this will be a
great asset when specific courting
takes place. Even so it is essential
that young people be objective
enough to understand the charac-
teristics of the other, so that they
may be able to make their early
marital adjustment as simple and
as successful as possible.
Fifth, "Have we both learned

Christ-control as the basis of our
relationship?" There is no way
that marriage can successfully be
entered into in a willful or ir-
responsible way. The control of
Christ not only includes the area
of sex but also all facets of life
in preparation for marriage. This
control provides a fine security
for married life. Such self-control
will be characterized by the
avoidance of late nights together
which in themselves produce pit-
falls even for the Christian
young person.
Sixth, "Do we have an under-

standing of the proper approach
to Christian stewardship as a part
of true Christian development
and home establishment?" Finan-
ces can produce inordinate dif-
ficulties within a marital situa-
tion, and careful evaluation of
how finances will be handled and
the respective responsibilities of
both the wife and the husband in
this area ought to be understood
before marriage. The respon--
sibility to God as well as the
careful disbursement of funds
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portant truth to men, and He
wished to impress their minds
with the necessity of receiving
and obeying His precepts and in-
structions, of doing their present
duty, and His communications
were of an order that imparted
knowledge for their immediate
and daily use.
Jesus said: "This is life eter-

nal, that they might know Thee
the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom Thou hast sent."
[John 17:3] All that was done and
said had this one object in view-
to rivet truth in their minds that
they might attain unto everlast-
ing life. Jesus did not come to
astonish men with some great an-
nouncement of some special time
when some great event would oc-
cur, but He came to instruct and
save the lost. He did not come to
arouse and gratify curiosity; for
He knew that this would but in-
crease the appetite for the
curious and the marvelous. It was
His aim to impart knowledge
whereby men might increase in
spiri ual strength, and advance in
the way of obedience and true
holiness. He gave only such in-
struction as could be appropri-
ated to the needs of their daily
life, only such truth as could be
given to others for the same ap-
propriation. He did not make new
revelations to men, but opened to
their understanding truths that
had long been obscured or mis-
placed through the false teaching
of the priests and teachers. Jesus
replaced the gems of divine truth
in their proper setting, in the or-
der in which they had been given
to patriarchs and prophets. And
after giving them this precious
instruction, He promised to them
the Holy Spirit whereby all
things that He had said unto
them should be brought to their
remembrance.

We are in continual danger of
getting above the simplicity of
the gospel. There is an intense
desire on the part of many to
startle the world with something
original, that shall lift the people
into a state of spiritual ecstasy,
and change the present order of
experience. There is certainly
great need of a change in the
present order of experience; for

the sacredness of present truth is
not realized as it should be, but
the change we need is a change
of heart, and can only be ob-
tained by seeking God individ-
ually for His blessing, by plead-
ing with Him for His power, by
fervently praying that His grace
may come upon us, and that our
characters may be transformed.

We have failed to
perceive the beauty
of the truth intrusted
to us

This is the change we need today,
and for the attainment of this
experience we should exercise
persevering energy and manifest
heartfelt earnestness. We should
ask with true sincerity, "What
shall I do to be saved?" We
should know just what steps we
are taking heavenward.
Christ gave to His disciples

truths whose breadth and depth
and value they little appreciated,
or even comprehended, and the
same condition exists among the
people of God today. We have
failed to take in the greatness, to
perceive the beauty of the truth
which God has intrusted to us
toda y. Shou Id we ad va nce in
spiritual knowledge, we would
see the truth developing and ex-
panding in the lines of which we
have little dreamed, but it will
never develop in any line that
will lead us to imagine that we
may know the times and the
seasons which the Father hath
put in His own power. Again and
again have I been warned in
regard to time setting. There will
never again be a message for the
people of God that will be based
on time. We are not to know the
definite time either for the out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit or for
the coming of Christ.

I was searching through my
writings, before coming to this
meeting, to see what I should
take with me to Australia, and I
found an envelope on which was
written, "Testimony given in
regard to time setting, June 21,
1851. Preserve carefully." I
opened it, and this is what I
found. It reads: "A copy of a vi-
sion the Lord gave Sister White
June 21, 1851, at Camden, New
York. The Lord showed me that
the message must go, and that it
must not be hung on time; for
time will never be a test again. I
saw that some were getting a
false excitement, arising from
preaching time, tha t the third
angel's message can stand on its
own foundation, and that it
needs not time to strengthen it,
and that it will go with mighty
power, and do its work, and will
be cut short in righteousness.
"I saw some were making

everything bend to this next fall;
that is, making their calculations,
and disposing of their property
in reference to that time. I saw
that this was for this
reason, instead of going to God
daily, and carnestly dcsiring to
know their present duty, they
looked ahead, and made their

Again and again I
have been warned in
regard to time setting

calculations as though they knew
that the work would end this fall,
without inquiring thcir duty of
God daily." E. G. White
(Copied at Milton, June 29,

1851. A. A. G.)

This was the document I eame
upon last Monday in searching
ovcr my writings, and here is
another which was written in
regard to a man who was setting
time in 1884, and sending broad-
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cast his arguments to prove his
theories. The report of what he
was doing was brought to me at
the Jackson, Michigan, camp
meeting, and I told the people
they need not take heed to this
man's theory; for the event he
predicted would not take place.
The times and the seasons God
has put in His own power, and
why has not God given us this

You will not be able
to say that He will
come in one, two,
or five years

knowledge? Because we would
not make a right use of it if He
did. A condition of things would
result from this knowledge
among our people tha t wou Id
greatly retard the work of God in
preparing a people to stand in the
great day that is to come. We are
not to live upon time excitement.
We are not to be engrossed with
speculations in regard to the
times and the seasons which God
has not revealed. Jesus has told
His disciples to "watch," but not
for definite time. His followers
are to be in the position of those
who are listening for the orders
of their Captain; they are to
watch, wait, pray, and work, as
they approach the time for the
coming of the Lord; but no one
will be able to predict just when
that time will come; for "of that
day and hour knoweth no man."
[Matthew 24:36] You will not be
able to say that He will come in
one, two, or five years, neither
are you to put off His coming by
stating that it may not be for ten
or twenty years.
It is the duty of the people of

God to have their lamps trimmed
and burning, to be as men that
wait for the Bridegroom, when
He shall return from the wed-
ding. You have not a moment to

lose in neglect of the great salva-
tion that has been provided for
you. The time of the probation of
souls is coming to an end. From
day to day the destiny of men is
being sealed, and even from this
congregation we know not how
soon many shall close their eyes
in death and be habited for the
tomb. We should now consider
that our life is swiftly passing
away, that we are not safe one
moment unless our life is hid
with Christ in God. Our duty is
not to be looking forward to some
special time for some special
work to be done for us, but to go
forward in our work of warning
the world; for we are to be wit-
nesses of Christ to the uttermost
parts of the world. All around us
are the young, the impenitent, the
unconverted, and what are we
doing for them? Parents, in the
ardor of your first love, are you
seeking for the conversion of
your children, or are you en-
grossed with the things of this
life to such an extent that you
are not making earnest efforts to
be laborers together with God?
Do you have an appreciation of
the work and mission of the Holy
Spirit? Do you realize that the
Holy Spirit is the agency whereby

Will the truth leak
out of your heart as
water out of a broken
vessel?

we are to reach the souls of those
around us? When this meeting
shall close, will you go from here
and forget the earnest appeals
that have been made to you? Will
the messages of warning be left
unheeded, and the truth you have
heard leak out of your heart as
water leaks out of a broken
vessel?
The apostle says, "Therefore

we ought to give the more earnest
heed to the things which we have

heard, lest at any time we should
let them slip. For if the word
spoken by angels was steadfast,
and every transgression and dis-
obedience received a just recom-
pense of reward; how shall we es-
cape, if we neglect so great salva-
tion; which at the first began to
be spoken by the Lord, and was
confirmed unto us by them that
heard Him; God also bearing
them witness, both with signs and
wonders, and with divers mir-
acles, and gifts of the Holy
Ghost, according to His own
will?" [Hebrews 2:1-4]
The third angel's message is

swelling into a loud cry, and you
must not feci at liberty to neglect
the present duty, and still enter-
tain the idea that at some future
time you will be the recipients of
great blessing, when without any
effort on your part a wonderful
revival will take place. Today
you are to give yourselves to God,
that you may be emptied of self,
emptied of envy, jealousy, evil-
surmising, strife, everything that

The blessing of God
will fill every soul
that is purified from
every defilement

shall be dishonoring to God.
Today you are to have your ves-
sel purified that it may be ready
for the heavenly dew, ready for
the showers of the latter rain; for
the latter rain will come, and the
blessing of God will fill every
soul that is purified from every
defilement. It is our work today
to yield our souls to Christ, that
we may be fitted for the time of
refreshing from the presence of
the Lord-fitted for the baptism
of the Holy Spirit. II

Review and Herald, March 22,
1892
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Preparation
for

Marriage
Colin D. Standish

and
Russell R. Standish

I N SPITE of great uncer-
tainties associated with

marriage as revealed in ongoing
divorce statistics, there neverthe-
less seems to be an almost in-
decent haste for young people to
enter into the marital state.
Modern society has placed un-
reasonable pressures upon the
immature, thus sowing seeds for
problems in later life. Much of
this pressure could be traced back
to the elementary school where
children totally unable to handle
the issue of dating, are almost
forced by circumstances into ac-
cepting a role designed for much
older and more experienced
human beings. Frequently, ban-
quets and other social events
force immature youngsters into
dating arrangements in such a
way that these immature children
are led to believe that unless they
have a partner of the opposite
sex, somehow they are not being
accepted. The dangers of early
dating and romances cannot be
overstressed. Such a course stimu-
lates the sexual drive and leads
naturally toward the habituation
of promiscuous practices at a
time when youngsters are too
immature to handle, or even un-
derstand, the consequences of
their action.
This situation persists into the

academy-age level where there is

a great intensification of rela-
tionships, and long before these
young people have the oppor-
tunity of fully surrendering their
lives to Christ, many of them
have succumbed to the pressure
of premarital sexual relation-
ships, which often haunt them
for the rest of their lives. These
immature romances do much to
frustrate the educational and

Some suggest that
young people are
more mature today

emotional development of young
people, for when they ha ve
"fallen in love" they find it very
difficult to concentrate upon
their study programs. When the
immature breaks,
they are distressed and there is a
concomitant loss of emotional
poise and academic achievement.
Dating encourages trifling with
the affections and the emotions
of members of the opposite sex

and cannot but havc many harm-
ful consequences.
There are suggestions that

young people are more mature
today than they were in former
generations, but this assertion
may not be borne out if the
evaluation is based upon emo-
tional maturity rather than
general knowledge. Certainly the
complexity of modern society
dictates that it will take a much
more mature person today than in
previous genera tions to forge a
successful marriage. Thus in gen-
eral, wisdom indicates that there
should be a slowing down rather
than a speeding up of the move-
ment toward marriage.
There is always resistance to

any reactionary suggestions, but
it docs seem that (here is a need
to return to "the old paths, where
is the good way." (Jeremiah 6:16)
It is obvious that our

forefathers were able to establish
more secure and more lasting
marital relationships. In an age
where fifty per cent of all mar-
riages arc destined to end in
divorce, there is good reason for
the Christian to look back to
those si tua t ions wh ich hel ped
facilitate the security and the
endurance of the marriage rela-
tionship.
College has often become a

time of frantic expectation on
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the part of many mothers, hoping
against hope that their daughters
may find a young man to marry.
To many young people, it appears
that the most important reason
for being at college is to find a
life partner. While this achieve-
ment may be a very excellent
spin-off from a college educa-
tion, nothing should detract from
the primary emphasis of the
education of young men and
women to play their roles in
developing the talents that God
has entrusted to them. Anything
which seriously detracts from
this purpose, even if it is a
romance, ought not to be en-
couraged. In general, many young
people are taking upon them-
selves inordinate responsibilities
during their college life. They
find it almost impossible to meet
the financial strains upon them.
Often at least one of the partners
has to drop out of school, some-
times both. And if both do
succeed in remaining in school,
unless they have a strong finan-
cial support, perhaps from
parents, they are likely to estab-
lish huge debts by accepting
money from loan programs, and
therefore are faced with the
added strain of financial dif-
ficulties for years to come.

The seeds of
infri,delity have often
already been SOlun

It is usually best if young
people can complete their
academic work and have the
security of a steady income
before the responsibilities of
marriage are accepted. It must be
granted that this aim is some-
times difficult to realize, espe-
cially in professional areas where
in America postgraduate pro-
grams are necessary before em-
ployment can be obtained (e.g., in
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medicine, dentistry, law and
other professions). However, the
further this step can be
postponed, the greater the like-'
lihood of reducing the pressures
competing against the balanced
development of the young people
concerned. Nevertheless, it is
most difficult to resist the social
pressures placed upon the youth
in their early years, and often an
early marriage is considered the
answer.
One does not here advocate

the segregation of the sexes until
young people are mature. On the
contrary, there is an essential
need for young men and young
women to fellowship together in
an open and relaxed environment.
It would be much safer however,
and would lead to more mature
relationships later if young
people were allowed to mix in
small groups over a considerable
period of time without engaging
in any specialized relationships.
In this way they would get to
know each other in more infor-
mal relationships, beginning to
understand the qualities and the
weaknesses of one another and to
make firmer evaluation when
later they may seek a more in-
timate, individualized relation-
ship with one of the group. Too
often young people who do not
know each other and perhaps
have hardly met before, date, and
before long an emotional rela-
tionship and attachment have
developed. It is obvious that in
'these first experiences, both have
little concept of the character of
the other, and when the true
character begins to be revealed,
the emotional attachment is often
too strong and the courage too
little, for a proper decision to be
made. Thus before any special-
ized dating takes place, it is wise
if both already have a firm
knowledge of the character of
each other, and both are old
enough to act in a responsible
way.
The concept so rampant in

society today of dating about
could hardly be consistent with
God's pattern for His children.
Frequently young people have
dated scores of other young
people and have cast their affec-

tions, often most passionately,
upon a wide range of members of
the opposite sex. Humans arc
creatures of habit and the
development of a pattern of in-
tima te rela tionships with a la rge
number of members of the op-
posite sex in itself is habit form-
ing and will militate against
holding the marriage inviolate
when one is eventually chosen as
a life partner. It will be more

There will be a
tendency to look for
new fields to conquer

difficult to break the habit of
casting affection on other in-
dividuals. Thus the seeds of in-
fidelity and marital discord have
often already been sown. This
practice becomes even more criti-
cal if there have been sexual
relationships with some of these
other individuals. Whereas com-
monly accepted dictums indicate
that premarital relationships arc
sound, or at least acceptable,
preparations for marriage, in
reality they are one of the
greatest causes of marital break-
down, for there is a direct
relationship between the amount
of promiscuity before marriage
and the prospect of a successful
marriage. In fact, it would be
fair to say that very few mar-
riages in which there has been
much promiscuousness by both
parties before marriage, are
likely to survive inviolate, unless
there is a deep later acceptance
of Christ in the lives of both
partners. Habit patterns are
strong, and after a short period
of time, the partners will become
bored with, and disinterested in,
the partner they have chosen.
There will be the tendency to
look for "new fields to conquer."
In the promiscuity of youth are
sown the seeds of infidelity in
marriage.



Neither can we overlook the
effect of promiscuousness upon
the total emotional development
of young people. There are the
inevitable feelings of guilt as-
sociated with illicit sexual
relationships, and this result is
especially true in the life of those
who have a Christian back-
ground. Often this guilt is hard
to live with, and frequently leads
to feelings of inadequacies and

Unity wilh God
means unity wilh

each other

low self-esteem. Tragically there
is frequently a vicious circle in
which, because of the developing
low self-esteem, the individual
accen tua tes the promiscuous be-
havior, and that in turn only
reinforces the low self-image.
A life of purity and chastity is

still a wonderful safeguard
against inferiority feelings, and
even parents who think that by
dispensing the pill to their
daughter they have safeguarded
her against the possibility of a
pregnancy, have in no wisc over-
come the psychological and
spiritual loss that is associated
with pregnancies contracted out-
side of marriage. Once again,
conflict is thrown into the life of
the immature youth. Those who
have strong moral convictions
will reeognize that abortion is
certainly not an acceptable solu-
tion to their wrong practices.
Two wrongs do not make a right.
And while there are conflicting
reports as to the emotional
response to abortions, neverthe-
less, there is a wide spectrum of
evidence to indicate that at least
a large percentage of women suf-
fer eonsiderable, if not ir-
reparable, emotional damage as a
result of abortions. Irrespective
of the emotiona I r::action, there
are deep spiritual reasons why a

Christian will not want to subject
herself to a permissive abortion.
Permissive abortion fits into

the hedonistic culture of modern
society where men and women
are most concerned in avoiding
the consequences of wrong acts.
But certainly one sin should not
be used to efface the con-
sequences of another, and this
surely is the basis of permissive
abortion.
Unfortunately, in contem-

porary society, where the goddess
of sex has been established just as
effectively as it was established
among the heathen nations in
times past, it has become increas-
ingly popular to allow coun-
seling of young people to be
dominated by discussions of sex
as if it were the mOct essential
aspect of a successful marriage.
Thus young people are reinforced
in the view that sex is the prime
purpose of marriage. They come
to believe that any problem that
might be experienced or that any-
thing less than their ideal of a
sexual relationship is grounds for
marital dissatisfaction.
There are many vital questions

needing to be asked by young
people facing marriage, for the
quality of courtship influences
the later direction of the mar-
riage. The first and most impor-
tant questions are, "Will the mar-
riage honor God?" The next is,
"Will the union allow us to better
fulfill God's purpose in each of
our lives?" To come into unity
with God is to forge a solid unity
with each other in courtship and
marriage. Two young people seek-
ing to link their lives together
should be convinced that they are
one in purpose and one in objec-
tives. This conviction of course
does not mean that one must sub-
serve his interest to the other, but
that there will be a harmony of
direction as each complements
and supplements the other in ful-
filling the call of Christ. Each
needs to understand the other's
relationship to God and deter-
mination to follow His leading.
The character, actions and habits
of the other should be weighed
carefully. There is no way in
which a Christian can be united
in marriage with a non-Christian

,

and honor God. The Bible ealls it
an unequal yoking together. "Be
ye not unequally yoked together
with unbelievers; for what fel-
lowship hath righteousness with
unrigh teousness? And what eom-
munion hath light with dark-
ness." (2 Corinthians 6:14)
Neither is it good enough that the
planned partner is a professing
Christian. True and complete
Christian commitment is the only
basis for a happy, fulfilling
Christian marriage.
Second, each must understand

the many responsibilities that
marriage brings and the selfless
founda tion upon which true
marital happiness is established.
Both must honestl y ask the ques-
tion as to whether they are seek-
ing marriage purely to subserve
their own personal interests, or
whether there is such a genuine
love for the other that their
primary purpose in marriage is
to seek the fulfillment and hap-
piness of the partner that they
are accepting in marriage.
A third important question is,

"Have we sought wide counsel
from spiritual people, especially
our parents?" if these are com-
mitted Christians. Good parents
seek only the happiness and
success of their children. And in

The character of the
other should be

weighed carefully

God's provIsIons for young
people it is a counsel that they
can receive both from their own
parents and then from other
Christian adults. Often it will not
be completely possible for these
persons to fully verbalize their
reserva tions if they have them,
but nevertheless the wisdom of
age should not be spurned for the
impulsiveness of youth. Even in
this nuclear society, young people

Continued on 28
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When perplexities arise, it is nall/ral to seek some
source of safe counsel. Every Seventh-day Adventist has
surely, at one time or another, thought wistfully of the
"early days" when there was the possibility of an inter-
view with Sister White.

In past issues of Our Firm Foundation we hQl'e
printed compiled and arranged "interviews" with Sister
While. This month we break that trend and bring YO/I the
verbatim account of an actllal interview between Ellen
White and a number of her brethren. The subject under
diSCUSS/OIl is the health work of the church. The date is
April /3, 1902.

Since lack of space prevents the printing of the com-
plete transcript, we will join them IIOW, with the discl/s-
sion already in progress.

w.e. White: Another question, Mother, that we
have been considering is, What is our duty in the
matter of establishing restaurants? We have heard
you say in private and in public, and have read in
what you have written, something with reference to
the advantages to the cause, of establishing vegetar-
ian restaurants. Recently there have seemed to be
some good openings. The difficulty that we have
been considering is the expense. To establish a restau-
rant accorrling to the plan on which they are usually
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conducted, means an investment of from seven
hundred to a thousand dollars.
When Dr. Kellogg was here last, he was much in-

terested in our food stores, and the Doctor suggested
that we consider the advisability of establishing res-
taurants in an inexpensive way in connection with
these stores. We have thought that such beginnings
could be made with an outlay of two or three hun-
dred dollars in a place. What would you think of that
plan?
Mrs. E.G. White: That would be a very small out-

lay, would it not? Could you limit the expenditure to
that amount? I should think that you would have to
expend a little more than that.
W.e. White: If the restaurants succeed at all, they

would grow and require more, That is the case with
our children-as they grow larger, and we see them
develop, we arc ready to spend more on them.
There is a question in our minds as to whether it

would be right to make the Food Company more in-
dependent, more self-reliant, than it has been in the
past, and then encourage it to take up the restaurant
business, and introduce restaurants in connection
with its stores....
Mrs. E.G. White: I have much to say in regard to

hygienic restaurants, sanitariums, and the health
foods. I am perplexed to know where to begin.

I.



I.

The light given me is, that instead of presenting
the subject of health reform abruptly to a congrega-
tion of unbelievers, our laborers should first reach
the hearts by presenting Christ and Him crucified.
Many unbelievers know no more of health reform
than do babies. True, the laborers must dwell on
reforms; but let them first endeavor to touch and
tender the hearts of the people and lead them to be
converted. After conversion, men and women will be
ready to receive instruction in regard to further
reforms, and will permit their teachers to lead them
along step by step into the full light of the present
truth.
While in New York last winter, I received light in

regard to hygienic restaurants. Night after night the
course that our brethren should pursue in that city
passed before me. They have a vegetarian restaurant
in Brooklyn. They should go forward in the estab-
lishment of other hygienic restaurants. Instead of
resting satisfied with having only the one that has
been opened, they are to open other restaurants in
various sections of the city. The people living in one
part of Greater New York do not usually know what
is going on in the other parts of that great city; and
therefore it is necessary to establish many restau-
rants. As men and women eat at these places, they
will become conscious of an improvement in health.
Their confidence once gained, they are more ready to
accept God's special message of truth.
Whenever in our large cities there is a strong

educational missionary work being carried forward,
there should be some sort of hygienic restaurant es-
tablished, which shall demonstrate to the people right
methods in the selection and preparation of food.
When in Los Angeles, I was shown that not only in

various sections of that city, but in San Diego and in
smaller tourist resorts of Southern California, health
restaurants and treatment rooms should be estab-
lished. Our efforts should include the great seaside
resorts.
H.H. Haynes: Here is a question that has been

asked me by a great many of our people within the
last year. They say, "We could open a health board-
ing house; but would it be right to do this and serve
guests on the Sabbath, and have them around on that
day as we should in an ordinary boarding-house?"
Mrs. E.G. White: I have had no special light in

regard to its being the duty of our people to conduct
boarding-houses something after the order of hotels.
Years ago the brethren began to work in that line in
Battle Creek, but the Lord forbade them to continue.
It began in the sanitarium before Dr. Kellogg

came into the institution. Persons who came there to
board and room brought in chess playing and many
other amusements. This was not right, and the Lord
rebuked the management. Our sanitariums are not to
cater to the perverted tastes of worldly people. The
same evils have existed in the sanitarium on the hill-
side. A few years ago the managers made it more of a
hotel than an institution for healing the sick. In the
rooms of the guests could be seen the wine bottles
that they had brought with them. The boarders in-
dulged appetite for many harmful things. God was

not at all pleased with the course pursued by the
management in allowing such indulgence; for His
purpose in. the establishment of the institution was
not being aarried out. He sent light in regard to it,
and the result was that some in leading positions
withdrew. They said, "If we refuse to serve meat, we
cannot hold the patrons." But whether patronage in-
creases or decreases, right principles must be upheld I'
in the Lord's institutions. In all our work we are to
show the advantage of a health-reform diet. Between
us and the world there is to be a distinct line of
dema rca tion.
We are not building sanitariums for hotels.

Receive into sanitariums, only those persons who
desire to conform to right principles. Let them use
the foods that we place before them. If we should al-
low them to have intoxic (ng liquors in their rooms,

Weare not to erect in
the cities immense
buildings in which to
care for the sick

or should serve them with meat, hQw can we give
them the help they should receive in coming to our
sanitariums? We must let them know that we have
principle enough to keep such articles out of the in-
stitution. The same is true in the hygienic restau-
rants. We must be as true to principle as the needle to
the pole. We have no time to dally. Do we not have a
desire to see our fellow beings freed from disease
and infirmity and in the enjoyment of health and
strength?
To return to the question concerning boarding-

houses: I have not seen, and cannot now see; any light
in opening a boarding-house for the purpose of
taking in every tourist that desires merely food and
lodging. I have had light, however, that in many
cities it is advisable for a restaurant to be connected
with treatment rooms. The two can work in harmony,
and uphold right principles. In connection with our
treatment rooms and restaurants in the cities, it is
sometimes advisable to have rooms where we can pro-
vide lodging for the sick. But we are not to erect in
the cities immense buildings in which to care for the
sick, because God does not want them to remain in
the cities....
All the way along from the beginning, we have

found it necessary to educate, educate, educate. God
desires us to continue the work of educating the
people. We are not to neglect this work because of the "
effect we may fear it will have on the sales of the
.8oods prepared in the health food factories. That is
not the most important matter. Our work is to show
the people how they can obtain and prepare
wholesome food, how they can cooperate with God in
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restoring His moral image in themselves. In the effort
to help them, difficulties will arise. Some have writ-
ten to me about the recipes for using the nut
preparations, saying that the foods as prepared do
not agree with them, and that they have written to
the Sanitarium and to others, but have not learned
the cause of the difficulty. In replying to such in-
quiries, I have suggested that they use only one-fifth
part of the nut preparations called for in the recipes.
This is the instruction given me. It would be a bless-
ing if our cookb00ks were pruned of some of the
recipes appearing in them.
In the use of foods we should exercise good judg-

ment, and sound sense. When we find that something
does not agree with us, we need not write letters of
inquiry to learn the cause of the disturbance. We are
to use our reason. Change the diet; use less of some of

If we place ourselves in right
relation to Him, we shall be

taught of Him

the foods; try other preparations. Soon we shall know
the effect that certain combinations have on us. We
are not machines; we are intelligent human beings;
and we are to exercise our common sense. We can ex-
pcriment with different combinations of foods.
There are persons who would be more benefited

by abstinence from food for a day or two every week
than by any amount of medicine or treatment or
medical advice. To fast one day a week would be of
incalculable benefit to them. It is foolish for one to
keep on eating day after day, and yet wonder why he
is in distress. Let such an one relieve himself from
distress by changing his diet or by eating less. If he
wills to do so, he can soon obtain relief.
God never intended that the manufacture of

health foods should be committed to anyone man or
set of men. Knowledge in regard to the preparation
of health foods is God's property, and has not been
entrusted to a few men only, to be kept to themselves.
God communicates to man in order that man may
communicate to his fellow men. In saying this, I do
not refer to the special preparations that it has taken
Dr. Kellogg and others long study and much expense
to perfect. I refer especially to the simple prepara-
tions that all can make for themselves, instruction in
regard to which should be given to those who desire
to live healthfully, and especially to the poor.
There is one thing that our brethren have done,

which has wrought great injury to the work. God has
given us knowledge in the manufacture of foods, as a
means of helping to sustain the cause; yet there are
some who have been so indiscreet as to disclose to
worldly men secrets in regard to the preparation of
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health foods. Thus they have abused their God-given
trust. They ought to have kept their own counsel, and
allowed the Lord to lead.
It is the Lord's design that in every place men and

women shall have the privilege of developing their
talents by preparing healthful foods from the natural
products of their section of the country. No man is to
forbid them. If they look to God, exercising their
skill and ingenuity under the guidance of His Spirit,
they will learn how to prepare natural products into
healthful foods. Thus they will be able to teach the
poor how to prepare foods that will take the place of
flesh meat. Those thus helped can in turn instruct
others. Such a work will yet be done. If it had been
done before, there would today be many more people
in the truth than there are, and we should have had
many more who could give instruction, than we have.
Let us learn what our duty is, and then do it. We are
not to be dependent and helpless, trusting in human
beings.
In reform movements, too often our leaders do not

take the people with them. My husband was very par-
ticular in regard to this point. He tried to move no
faster than he could lead the people. He regarded it
as beneficial to the cause of truth to counsel with the
brethren and sisters, as we have met for counsel
today. After laying his plans before the council, he
would say, "If you all agree to these plans, we vlill
place them before our people. They support the work
in the field, and we must bring these things to their
attention, that we may all move understandingly,
working to one point."
I cannot enter into the minutiae in regard to the

health food business. The de'tails must be worked out
by others, and these must be men and women of con-
secration and common sense. Many ask, "What would,
you do in such and such a case?"
My brethren and sisters, find out what to do when

you come to the perplexity. You cannot learn every-
thing at once. You must learn as you advance. Con-
stantly advance. There should be a gradual develop-
ment. Learn from one another. Pray for divine en-
lightenment. God has skill and understanding for His
people. He who gave manna to the Israelites for forty
years, who kept their shoes and clothing from waxing
old and worn, still has a care for His children. If we
place ourselves in right relation to Him, and daily
commune with Him, we shall be taught of Him, and
shall receive His blessing.
"Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear much

fruit; so shall ye be My disciples.... If ye keep My
commandments, ye shall abide in My love, even as I
have kept My Father's commandments, and abide in
His love. These things have I spoken unto you, that
My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might
be full." [John 15:8, 10, II] Into every department of
God's work there is to be brought hope, courage and
joy-the joy of Christ. Then spiritual things will be
spiritually discerned. The joy of the Lord is as far
above every other joy as holiness is above unholiness.
It gives strength to the physical, mental, and spiritual
powers. Ii!!!
The Kress Collection, 141-146
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Seventh-day Adventists have
long taken an active interest in the
workings of the "right arm of the
message," and this is as it should
be. Understandably, when changes
are made, they seek to be intelli-
gent as to the reasons for the
changes, and the effect upon the
cause of God. One such change.
concerning the diet provided for
patients at Adventist medical in-
stitutions. is clearly explained in
the following selection from The
Rise and Decline of Vegetari-
anism in Seventh-day Adventist
Health Care Institutions, a "shelf
document" written in 1978 by A.L.
White and printed by the Ellen G.
White Estate.

In 1953 the dietary program of
the Porter Sanitarium and Hospi-
. tal was changed to allow the serv-
ing of some meat. The steps taken
and the reasons for those steps
were explained by a member of
the board and the manager of the
nearby Boulder Sanitarium in a
letter addressed to a General
Conference vice-president....
In his letter written Septem-

ber, 1956, he first gives the
background:
"The Porter Sanitarium and

the Boulder Sanitarium for many
years followed a very strict and
rigid dietary program which in
: all sincerity, we believed repre-
sented the staunch support of our
principles. In an effort to eval-
uate our own strong points and
weaknesses, some few years ago,
we embarked on a program of
sending out questionnaires to our
former patients asking for their
appraisals. These questionnaires
covered many aspects of service,
including adequacy of our nurs-
ing care, courtesy of our person-

nel, and appraisal of our food
service .... As we began to re-
ceive replies from these question-
naires, we became concerned, for
the replies pointed up to us a
situation we did not realize ex-
isted.
"Many replies._disclosed an en-

tire lack of understanding on the
part of the patient as to why we
were serving a vegetarian diet.
They related it quite entirely to
the peculiarity of our religion
and attributed it to theology and
not to health...."
The sanitarium manager who

was writing explained that after
the board had determined that
the vegetarian program was a
matter of health and not of
religion, they concluded that it
should be "so understood and so
presented," and they gave careful
study to the various features of
the course they should follow:
"We addressed ourselves to a

careful study of the Spirit of
Prophecy to determine whether
we were taking a few clear in-
struc.ions directed to us for
benefit of our own lives and ap-
plying them by coercion to others
who did not understand them or
believe them. We found many
statements in the Spirit of
Prophecy which led us to the
conclusion that Sister White
plainly taught that a vegetarian
diet was the better diet from a
point of view of better health,
that it was the diet we ought to
follow in our own lives, that this
was to be presented to our own
people, particularly the workers
in our medical institutions, and
that the benefits of it ought to be
presented to our patients, and
that they ought to be taught and
encouraged every possible way to

claim these benefits as their own
by practicing them in their own
lives. We found many statements
which led us to question whether
it ever was the intent that this be
a matter of duress and compul-
sion."
He then quoted a number of

E.G. White statements, ... [some
of which may be found in Medical
Ministry, 226, 284-285, and Coun-
sels on Diet and Foods. 281-298.
405-416], and set forth the con-
clusion of the board as to the di-
rection they should take. The let-
ter from which we quote outlines
a strong educational program:
"This program includes a very

material strengthening of our
teaching program. We then were
faced with a question as to how
to most efficiently teach in view
of the shortened stay. When these
testimonies were written, patients
came and stayed anywhere from
one to three months in our insti-
tutions. Most of these patients
werc ambulatory and came to the
parlor for lectures. Today practi-
cally all of our patients are con-
fined to their beds and the aver-
age stay is little more than seven
days. When these testimonies were
given the institutions were
staffed entirely by physicians
concurring in these principles
and endeavoring to carry them
out in their practice of medicine.
Today, regrettably, this is not the
case.
"One of the first steps we took

was to hire a nurse and assign
her the task of teaching our
patients by lectures, over the
public address system, by dis-
tributing printed material, and
by personal contacts....
"We also concluded that the

health program was much, much
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more than refraining from eating
meat, and included the avoidance
of excessive usage of sugar;
avpidance of overea ting, eating
between meals, and eating late at
night; proper preparation of
simple foods in their natural
state as far as possible; adequate
rest; exercise, and many, many
other elements. We thought these
were just as important to bring to
our patients as \\'as the impor-
tance of a vegetarian diet. ...
"Next, we desired to present a

selective menu to our patients. We
determined that this menu would
clearly state our best counsel on
many of these suggestions. The
menu regularly presents the fol-
lowing material: ....

[For space considerations. we
"ave deleted the five points which

·d. They offered good gener,-
W wullsel on sugar. cold
green and yellow vegetables. whole-
grait: flours. and stimulants.]
"After giving the people our

very best counsel as to what we
feel they should do and the scien-
tific reasons supporting it, we
then place [on the menu] a vege-
tarian entree, a clean-meat en-
tree, and a fruit 'plate, then give
the people their thoice. The first
meal that is served each patient
is a vegetarian meal and in this
they do not have a choice. After
the first meal, the choice is
theirs....
"Now you rightly question

why chose this method and
why we did not leave it merely to
doctor's orders. We would have
pursued this method of leaving it
to doctor's orders had we a staff
educated along this line and
committed to it, but following
such a program with a staff both
of our own doctors and those not
of our own faith who are not en-
tirely in harmony with the pro-
gram, we felt it would immedi-
ately result in simply blanket or-
del'rs on most of the patients to
give them meat as desired, and
'that this would result in a far
less controlled program than the
one we adopted. , ..
"These elective menus are

used at the noonday meal only
six days a week. No meat is
served on Sabbath in our effort
to minimize labor, and only. one
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kind of our own choosing is
served at the noonday meal of
other days. When vJe serve around
3,200 meals, of this number about
600 will be meat meals."
The manager from whom we

have quoted at length concludes
with these observations:
"We believe that we are more

nearly in harmony with the over-
all teaching of the Spirit of
Prophecy than we were before.
We believe our health principles
are much better understood as
principles of health and not as
theology. We have eliminated a
practice that was very common
before and that was of having
friends and doctors and relatives
all carrying in under their arms
to their patient friends all kinds
of meat dishes.... We believe it
is the most reasonable approach
to the program that has been
taken in many years....
"I should also say that this en-

tire program and these changes
which we made here were not
brought about by any pressure
from the outside staff or an¥'
economic pressure from the iI).-
stitution, but our beds were full
and not empty when we ew-
barked upon this study." Letitr
dated September, 1956

All will agree tha t the pro-
gram outlined in this letter writ-
ten by an administrator who had
lived his whole life in close
proximity to sanitariums, for his
father was a successful sanitar-
ium manager before him, had
many impressive features. If
carried out it would provide a
strong and favor-winning educa-
tional program, thus meeting one
of the ... basic reasons for the
Seventh-day Adventist Church to
be engaged in operating health-
care institutions....
Now, my father early taught

me that there is more than one
right way to do some things. And
it is altogether likely that this
might be so in dealing with this
delicate question. It would be
difficult to fault the strong,
broad educational program out-
lined by the board of the Porter
Sanitarium and Hospital, and no
doubt it would have gone a long
way if carried out. But as is so

often the case after a new pro-
gram, based on and supported by a
number of factors. is adopted. it is
easy to lose sight of the supporting
factors which got the program
through the boards and commit-
tees and retain only the point on
which there had been some seem-
ingly justified compromise.
[Emphasis in original]
At any rate, the much-loved

sanitarium manager, now a part
of the General Conference staff,
became particularly zealous in
urging all Seventh-day Adventist
health institutions to modify the
dietary program to include mea t.
There was some resistance, but
the arguments were persuasive, so
much so that probably not more
than two major Seventh-day Ad-
ventist medical institutions in the'
United States today hold to a
meatless dietary. A number of the
self-supporting ASI institutions
do.
At any rate, the arguments

calling for the strong and effec-
tive educational efforts to keep
the program within the perime-
ters of the God-given Spirit of
Prophecy counsels were either
largely forgotten or abandoned.
This leaves most Seventh-day
Adventist hospitals in the United
States with the negative part of
the program without the positive.

During the fifty years
Seventh-day Adventist medical
institutions operated on a vege-
tarian program, there was but lit-
tle accepted scientific support for
our stand. But this most certainly
is not now the case. With the
present-day support of science, if
there was ever a time that
Seventh-day Adventist health-
care institutions should be in the
lead in dietetic reform, is it not
just now? Would this not be so
with us as reformers f'''rn with-
out the guidelines of the Spirit of
Prophecy? What an opportunity. . ,we are mIssmg....
In the light of God's instruc-

tions to us, is our work being
carried forward in a manner that
the "Well done" may at last be
said by the Judge of all the
earth? If not, wha t course would
God lead us to follow? IiiI



T HE PEACE that Christ calls
His peace, and which He

bequeathed to His disciples, is
not a peace which prevents all
divisions; but it is a peace which
is given and enjoyed in the midst
of divisions. The peace that the
faithful defender of the cause of
Christ has, is the consciousness
that he is doing the will of God,
and reflecting His glory in good
works. It is an internal rather
than an external peace. Without
are wars and fightings through
the opposition of avowed ene-
mies, and the coldness and suspi-
cion of those even who claim to
be friends.
Christ enjoins upon His fol-

lowers to "love your enemies, do
good to them that hate you, and
pray for them that despitefully
use you and persecute you."
[Matthew 5:44] He would have us
love those who oppress us and do
us harm. We must not express in
words and acts the spirit thcy
manifest, but improve every op-
portunity to do them good.
But while we are required to

be Christlike toward those who
are our enemies, we must not, in
order to have peace, cover up the
faults of those we see in error.
Jesus, the world's Redeemer,
never purchased peace by cover-
ing iniquity, or by anything like
compromise. Though His heart

was constantly overflowing with
love for the whole human race,
He was never indulgent to their
sins. He was too their
friend to remain silent while they
were pursuing a course which
would ruin their souls-the souls
He had purchased with His own
blood. He was a stern reprover of
all vice, and His peace was the
consciousness of having done the
will of His Father, rather than a
condition of things that existed
as the result of having done His
duty.
He labored that man should be

true to himself in being all that
God would have him, and true to
his higher and eternal interest.
Living in a world marred and
seared with the course brought
upon it by disobedience, He could
not be at peace with it unless He
left it unwarned, uninstructed,
and unrebuked. This would be to
purchase peace at the neglect of
duty.
Everyone who loves Jesus and

the souls for whom He died will
follow after the things that make
for peace. But His followers are
to take special care lest in their
efforts to prevent discord, the
truth is surrendered, lest in ward-
ing off divisions, they make a
sacrifice of its principles. True
brotherhood can never be main-
tained by compromising princi-

pie. As surely as Christians ap-
proach the Christlike model, and
become more and more pure in
spirit and in action, searching out
and reproving sin, so surely will
they experience the strength and
the venom of that old serpent the
devil. The opposition of the
children of disobedience is ex-
citcd by a Christianity that is
spiritual.
"If it be possible, as much as

lieth in you, live peaceably with
all men." [Romans 12:18] A duty
is here enjoined upon us. We arc
to strive to live at peace with all
men. Every care should be taken
on the part of Christians to give
no offence, that the truth be not
evil spoken of. But the text
gests that no amount of diligence
and care will preserve this har-
mony in all cases. Dissensions
will arise even between individ-
ual members of the church, be-
cause they are not Christlike in
character.
But there will be a point

where members must be separated
from its fellowship because of
their unchristian course of ac-
tion. In the home they are oppres-
sive, and a reproach to the cause
of Christ. Their practices arc in-
consistent with truth and relig-
ion, and to retain them in church
fellowship would be faithless to
the Master.
The church as a body, is to do

all in its power to promote union,
and prevent schisms. This rule is
designed to guide every individ-
ual member in his treatment of
others. If unsound doctrine is in-
troduced, it will endanger the
flock of Christ. It is the duty of
those in authority, who arc jeal-
ous for the truth as it is in Jesus,
to make a firm, decided protest.
This expression of rebuke will
often be used to create sympathy
for the reproved. The harm that
is thus done to precious souls and
to Christ's kingdom is not consid-
ered. At this crisis is the time to
decide who are God's faithful
sentinels, who will be true to
principle, who will bear in mind
that truth is too dearly purchased
for its least principle to be sur-
rendered. That peace and har-
mony is not worthy of the name
which is secured by mutual con-
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cessions to avoid all differences
of opinion. On points of feeling
between man" and man, conces-
sions should sometimes be made;
but never should one iota of prin-
ciple be sacrificed in order to ob-
tain harmony. All our words and
actions pass in review before
God, and if we wish to stand in
the judgment as having done all
that we could to have a correct
influence over our fellowmen, we
must repay kind acts for acts of
mischief and malice. Christ is our
Pattern: He would have us to fol-
low Him.
To those who have been in-

jured without a cause, the words
of this Scripture apply: "If it be
possible, as much as lieth in you,
live peaceably with all men."
Their failure to comply with the
instruction given in the text is
not due to the course of action
that they themselves have pur-
sued, but is the envy, jealousy
and evil surmising of those who
have been in the wrong. Thus a
division is caused. How can it be
healed? Shall the man that has
been sinned against, misjudged,
and maligned be called to an ac-
count, to find something in his
past course by which he can
humiliate himself, and acknowl-
edge himself in the wrong for the

sake of making peace?-No; if he
has conscientiously gone forward
under the oppression of wicked
feelings that have been welcomed
in the hearts of the faultfinding,
if he has been patient under the
abuse, if he has tried to do his

We are not
commended for a zeal
that savors of
Pharisaism

duty, he is not to humble himself
to acknowledge that he is guilty.
He does the offenders a grea t
wrong thus to take their guilt
upon his soul, admitting that he
has given them occasion for their
course of action, when he has
done no such thing. This is very
gratifying to those who have
done the work of the enemy, but
heaven's books record the facts
just as they stand. Concessions
that are not true from the one

who has been wrongfully treated
gratifies the feelings of the car-
nal heart. Their position has been
interpreted by them as zeal for
God, when in truth it is zeal to
do the work of the adversary of
souls. They do not dig out from
their hearts the root of bitterness,
but leave the fibers to spring up
when Satan shall stir them up
again to active growth. But the
axe must be laid at the root of
the tree. Heart work is needed.
True conversion is essential: the
nature must be renewed after the
divine image, until the work of
grace is completed in the soul.
There is a work for us to do.

We must begin here to cultivate
the meekness of Christ. There are
stern battles for us to fight
against our traits of character
which lead us to err in decisions
that will make it hard and un-
favorable for others. This is
giving advantage to the enemy.
We are not commended for a zeal
that savors of Pharisaism: for this
is not of Christ. We should not go
to an extreme in false charity,
neither of unbending severity in
cases where kindness and mercy
and love would have a telling
power. IJI

Manuscript 23b, July 25, 1896

••u ..•• •..'''·..'' ..1Religious Liberty Updater ..
Bad News for Freedom: The com-
bined influence of William Rehn-
quist and Antonin Scalia may
exceed the sum of their separate
influence because the combina-
tion brings to the court a poten-
tial for leadership conspicuous by
its absence since 1969. If so,
drifting Supreme Court coalitions
will be replaced with a consistent
majority coalition committed to
Rehnquist's and Scalia's moral vi-
sion of America, bad news for
minorities, women, criminal de-
fendants and other underdog liti-
gants. But it will be good news
for their appointing President.
The Arizona Republic, June 22,
-1986

Malignant Merger: AmefIcans
United for Separation of Church
and State will challenge a federal
appellate court decision uphold-
ing U. S. diplomatic ties with the
Vatican. Said Executive Director
Robert L. Maddox, "We have a
popular President and a popular
pope. But that must not obscure
the fact that our nation is gov-
erned by the Constitution. The
President has no authority under
the Constitution to set up a for-
mal relationship with a church.
In fact, he is expressly forbidden
to do so by the First Amend-
ment." Southern Baptist Convention
TODAY, May, 1986

Sweeping Document: The Cath-
olic Church has issued a sweeping
document, the "Instruction on
Christian Freedom and Libera-
tion," by the Vatican Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith
(formerly Order of Inquisition).
"The right to private property is
inconceivable without respon-
sibilities to the common good."
The "serious socio-economic
problems" around the globe call
for "new fronts of solidarity,"
including institutions, social or-
ganiza tions, and governments.
California AFL/CIO News, May 2,
1986
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LEITERS TO THE EDITOR

What a wonderful lady Ellen
White was. I just used some infor-
mation she wrote that appeared
in a National Health Directory
concerning weak and painful
eyes. It works and it has been a
real blessing to know something
so simple to relieve a lot of pain.
God bless you!
Enclosed is my check for six

copies of the 32-page Health Em-
phasis issue. Do you have other
material?

Susan Tyrrell
North Little Rock, Arkansas

We would be surprised, brethren,
how many non-Ad,'entists would
praise the Lord for what we take
for granted. Incidentall)', we still
have copies of the Health Emphasis
issue on hand. In quantity they are
just 50 cents each. -EDITORS

We were excited and blessed
when we read your first copy of
Our Firm Foundation at our
daughter's place in Peachland,
and have enjoyed every copy
since. You are publishing mater-
ial that satisfies the needs of our
souls. Others with whom we've
shared have expressed the same
thoughts.

Jack and Nora McKinley
Chetwynd, British Columbia

I want to thank you for the
complimentary copy of the March
issue. I would like to subscribe. I
think you are doing a good work.
Keep it up. Enclosed is payment
for a seven-year subscription.
Thank you, and God bless.

Caleb Hill
Franklinton, North Carolina

Brother Hill's appreciation is an
encouragement to us in our work,
but we hope this publication-along
with all else of this world-will be
far behind us seven years from
now. -EDITORS

Please send us a subscription
of your wonderful Our Firm
Foundation publication. It has
been instrumental in our family
recommitting our lives to Jesus.
Thank you.

Linda Nichols
Chetwynd, British Columbia

God has blessed the Seventh-
day Adventist Church with a
grea t message. That is why I be-
came an Adventist. My heart is
deeply burdened, though, by the
lack of commitment of the people
to that message. They seem to see,
yet they don't see, the holiness
God has called for from His
people.
I pray your publication of Our

Firm Foundation will result in a
greater commitment to God's
message by His people.

James O. Meeks
Jacksonville, Florida

As one just returning to the
church after a bout with doctri-
nal doubts and confusion (I al-
most joined Herbert Armstrong's
Worldwide Church of God), I at·
tribute much of my renewed con-
fidence in our remnant church
and its truths to the straightfor-
ward testimonies that J found in
your God-inspired magazine.

Michael G. Tilton
Niagara Falls, New York

It is "meet that we should make
merry, and be glad: for this thy
brother was dead, and is alh'e
again; and was lost, and is found."
-EDITORS

In answer to your little note at
the bottom about the 50 July
issues on the way, friends we
"Thank you." We can't tell you
how very much this is ap-
preciated here.
We are almost finished distrib-

uting the first lot we received
from you and people are so
thankful. Some we mailed out
and some we delivcred ourselves.
Last Sabbath (the small group

we attend in Orbost being closed
'til spring) we drove 3 hours to
the next little church at Bega.
The sister taking Sabbath

School taught a beautiful lesson,
full of Bible and Spirit of
Prophecy, true in all respects. We
shared Firm FOllndation and some
good tapes wi'h her later and will
send more. She was so thirsty for
truth and had obviously not
many she felt she could speak to-
wanted lots of tapes but no
money-so some are ready to be
posted. They will bless her and
she will pass them on.
All the wonderful programmes

going on over there almost made
us cry. We wish we were mil-
lionaires and could help you. We
wish too that we had them here!

We are praying for you each
day and will send postage for
your next batch as soon as we
have a little more to hand.
God bless and keep you all.

Val Nelson
Victoria, AUSTRALIA
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O lJR LIGHT affliction,
which is but for a moment,

worketh for us a far more ex-
ceeding and eternal weight of
glory; while we look not at the
things which are seen, but at the
things whieh are not seen. For the
things whieh arc seen arc tem-
poral; but the things which arc
not seen arc eternal." [2 Corinthi-
:Ins 4:17, 18] If our minds arc
fixed upon the things that arc
eternal, and not on the things of
e:lrth, we shall grasp the hand of
infinite power, and what can
make us sad? What can make us
doubt? What can separate our
souls from the Lord? Paul says, "I
am persuaded that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor prin-
cipalities, nor powers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God, which is
in Christ Jesus our Lord." [Ro-
ma ns 8:38, 39]
I am thankful that we need

not be left a prey to Satan's
power. We need not be left to be
drivcn this way and that. We
need not be blinded by the delu-
sions of Satan, but may have our
eyes anointed so that we may see
things as they really arc. The
c11ildren of God should not per-
mit Satan to place himself be-
tween them and their God. If you
permit him to do this, he will tell
you that your troubles are the
most grievous, the sorest troubles
that any mortal ever bore. He

place his magnifying glasses

before your eyes, and present
everything to you in an exag-
gerated form to overwhelm you
with discouragement. You should
have your eyes anointed with the
heavenly eyc-salve. You should
take the word of God as the man
of your counsel, and humble your
doubting soul before God, and
with contrition of heart say,
"Here [ lay my burden down. I
cannot bear it. It is too heavy for
me. I lay it down at the feet of
my compassionate Redeemer."

We must not think that we
shall escape trials; for the apostle
says, "That the trial of your
faith, being mueh more precious
than of gold that perisheth,
though it be tried with fire,
might be found unto praise and
honor and glory at the appearing
of Jesus Christ." [I Peter 1:7]
Gold is tried in the fire, that it
may be purified from dross; but
faith that is purified by trial is
more precious than refined gold.
Then let us look upon trials in a
reasonable way. Let us not come
through them with murmuring
and discontent. Let us not make
mistakes in getting out of them.
In times of trial we must cling to
God and His promises. Some have
sa id to me, "Do you not get d is-
couraged at times when you arc
under trial?" And I have
answered, "Yes, if by discour-
agement you mean sad or cast
down." "Didn't you talk to any
one of your feelings?" "No; there
is a time for silence, a time to
keep the tongue as with a bridle,

and I was determined to utter no
word of doubt or darkness, to
bring no shade of gloom upon
those with whom I was as-
sociated. I have said to myself, I
will bear the Refiner's fire; I
shall not be eonsumed. When I
speak, it shall be of light; it shall
be of faith and hope in God; it
shall be of righteousness, of
goodness, of the love of Christ
my Saviour; it shall be to direct
the minds of others toward
heaven and heavenly things, to
Christ'S work in heaven for us,
and our work upon earth for
Him."
Christ is cleansing the temple

in heaven from the sins of the
people, and we must work in
harmony with Him upon the
earth, cleansing the soul temple
from its moral defilement. If we
will work thus, we shall find that
the sweet influence of God's
Spirit will be wrought into our
life. Grace and peace and
strength will ta ke the place of
strife and weakness, and instead
of talking of discouragement and
gloom, we shall speak of God's
light and love and joy. We shall
be looking at the things that arc
not seen, which are not temporal,
but eternal. When we engage in
this work, the angels of God will
draw near to communicate divine
power, and combine heavenly
strength with human weakness.
Then we shall grow into the
image of our Lord. We shall be
learning how to believe in Him,
learning how to commit our souls
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to Him, as unto a faithful'
Creator. The apostle says, "It is
God that worketh in you both to
will and to do of His good
pleasure." [Philippians 2: 13] And
as a result, our mental and
spiritual powers increase. As we
learn of Christ, we shall under-
stand how to keep our spiritual
strength, we shall feed on the
word of God, and we shall have
the blessed experience described
by the apostle in these words:
"Whom having not seen, ye love;
in whom, though now ye see Him
not, yet believing, ye rejoice with
joy unspeakable and full of
glory." [1 Peter 1:17]
The children of God may

rejoice in all things and at all
times. When troubles and diffi-
culties come, believing in the
wise providences of God, you
may rejoice. You need not wait
for a happy flight of feeling, but
by faith you may lay hold of the
promises, and lift up a hymn of
thanksgiving to God. When Satan
tempts you, breathe not a word of
doubt or darkness. You may have
your choice as to who shall rule
your heart and con trol your
mind. If you choose to open the
door to the suggestions of the evil
one, your mind will be filled
with distrust and rebellious ques-
tioning. You may talk out your
feelings, but every doubt you ut-
ter is a seed that will germinate
and bear fruit in another's life,
and it will be impossible to coun-
teract the influence of your
words. You may be able to
recover from your season of
temptation, and from the snare of
Satan, but others that have been
swayed by your influence may
not be able to escape from the
unbelief you have suggested. How
important it is that we speak to
those around us only those things
which will give spiritual strength
and enlightenment! Let us seek to
lift souls to Jesus, whom having
not seen we may love, and be
filled with joy unspeakable and
ful1 of glory.
Memory's hall should be hung

with sacred pictures, with views
of Jesus, with lessons of His
truth, with revealings of His
matchless charms. If memory's
hall were thus furnished, we

would not look upon our lot as
intolerable. We would not talk of
the faults of others. Our souls
would be full of Jesus and His
love. We would not desire to dic-
tate to the Lord the way that He
should lead. We would love God
supremely, and our neighbor as
ourselves. When the joy of the
Lord is in the soul, you will not
be able to repress it; you will
want to tell others of the treasure
you have found; you will speak
of Jesus and His matchless
charms. We should devote all to
Him. Our minds should be edu-
cated to dwell upon those things
that will glorify God; and if our
mental powers are dedicated to
God, our talents will improve,
and we shall have more and more
ability to render to the Master.
We shall become channels' of light
to others.

We can have a close connection
with God and with our Saviour;
and when we are connected with
God, we shall be all light in the
Lord, for in Him is no darkness
at all. But if we connect with
Satan, we shall have only dark-
ness, for he is the ruler of the
darkness of this world. We shall
be filled with murmuring and
complaining and evil surmising.
You will have only the spirit of
accusation against your brethren,
and your soul will be separated
from the Source of your strength.
We should be thankful that it is
not too late in the day to make
wrongs right. We still have the
privilege of coming to the Source
of light and power. We still may
grow up unto the full stature of
men and women in Christ Jesus.
But in order to grow in grace and
in the knowledge of our Lord
Jesus, you must meditate upon
His love, you must talk of His
power and extol His grace.
While I was in England, one

day there was a great parade in
the streets. It was the Queen's
Jubilee. Everyone was talking
about it. The shop windows were
filled with her pictures, and all
were extolling the Queen of
England. Could we have taken
from the shop windows the pic-
tures of the Queen, and the signs
of her glory, and placed instead
expressions of the glory and the

majesty of Jesus, would not the
people have regarded us as
religious fanatics? They would
have thought that we were carry-
ing religion too far, and that we
did not know what we were
about. But did not our Master lay
aside His royal robes, His crown
of glory? Did He not clothe His
divinity with humanity, and
come to our world to die man's
sacrifice? Why should we not talk
about it? Why should we not
dwell on His matchless love? 0
that our tongues might lose their
paralysis, that we might speak
forth His praise! 0 that the
spiritual torpor which has come
upon the souls of men, might be
removed, that we might discern
the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ! We are to be the
representatives of our Lord upon
earth.
Is it not time to change the or-

der of things? You who have
lived only for self, will you not
make haste to connect with
Christ, the Light of the world?
He can communicate heaven's
light through you to those who sit
in darkness. You that havc
claimed to know the Lord, you
who profess to have tasted and
seen that the Lord is good, reveal
it to those around you. Show
forth the praises of Him who has
called you out of darkness into
His marvelous light. If men can
make so much ado over the
Queen's Jubilee, if they can
manifest so much enthusiasm
over a finite being, can we not
speak to the glory of the Prince
of Life, who is so soon to come in
majesty to take His weary, worn
followers to Himself; to unlock
the prison bars of death, and set
the captives free; to give His
loved ones who sleep, a glorious
immortality? Why cannot Christ
be introduced into our conver-
sation? We are almost home. Let
us speak courage to the weary
soldiers of the cross. Let us cheer
the toiling tra velers. Let us tell
the pilgrims and strangers of
earth that we shall soon reach a
better country, even a heavenly.1iI

Review and Herald, February II,
1890



Tjmes
and
Seasons

Ellen G.

This is the work in whieh we
also are to be engaged. Instead of
living in expeetation of some
specia I season of excitement, we
are wisely to improve present op-
portunities, doing that which
must be done in order that souls
may be saved. Instead of exhaust-
ing the powers of our mind in
speculations in regard to the
times and seasons which the Lord
has placed in His own power, and
withheld from men, we are to
yield ourselves to the control of
the Holy Spirit, to do present
duties, to give the bread of life,
unadulterated with human opin-
ions, to souls who are perishing
for the truth.
Satan is ever ready to fill the

mind with theories and calcula-
tions that will divert men from
the present truth, and disqualify
them for the giving of the third
angel's message to the world. It
has ever been thus; for our Sav-
iour often had to speak reprov-
ingly to those who indulged in
speculations and were ever in-
quiring into those things which
the Lord had not revealed. Jesus
had come to earth to impart im-

\,,1 • C

when the
kingdom of God

should be restored was not the
thing of most importance for
them to know. They were to be
found following the Master,
praying, waiting, watching, and
working. They were to be rcprc-
sen ta ti vcs to the world of the
character of Christ. That which
was essential for a successful
Christian experience in the days
of the disciples is essential in our
day. "And He said unto them, It
is not for you to know the times
or the seasons, which the Father
hath put in His own power. But
ye shall receive power, after that
the Holy Ghost is come upon
you." [1:7-11] And after the Hfdy
Ghost was come upon them, what
were they to do? "And yc shall be
witnesses unto Me both in Jeru-
salem, and in all Judea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost
parts of the earth." [1:8]

HE SHOWED
Himself alive

after His passion
by many infallible
proofs, being seen of
them forty days, and
speaking of the things pertaining
to the kingdom of God: and,
being assembled together with
them, commanded them that they
should not depart from Jeru-
salem, but wait for the promise
of the Father, which, saith He, ye
have heard of Me. For John truly
baptized with water; but ye shall
be baptized with the Holy Ghost
not many days hence. When they
therefore were come together,
they asked of Him, saying, Lord,
wilt Thou at this time restore
again the kingdom to Israel? And
He said unto them, It is not for
you to know the times or the sea-
sons, which the Father hath put
in His own power." [Acts 1:3-7]
The disciples were anxious to

know the exact time for the rev-
elation of the kingdom of God;
but Jesus tells them that they
may not know the times and the
seasons; for the Father has not
revealed them. To understand
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Just by imaglning something,
you can form ahabit.

The imagination is dangerous

Imagination, cont. from page 11

of a pattern; some call it a "regis-
tration." Some call it a develop-
ment of a pathway, or a building.
of a road, or a plowing of a fur-
row. We recognize that this is not
literal language. But something
literal does happen in the brain.
And the more it happens, the
easier it is for it to happen again.
That is why it is true that the
more you practice a thing, the

better you can do it. Not because
your hand learned or your feet
learned, or your vocal chords
learned, but because your brain
learned.
And that learning, that physi-

cal registration, or pattern, or
path, or groove, or furrow, or
whatever you want to call it, is
created by the thought just as much
'as by the deed. While you were
sitting there in your chair im-
agining yourself going to the
pool, a pattern was being physi-
cally registered in your brain.
Does this fact help you to see
why the imagination is danger-
ous? The imagination can form a
ha bi t before the deed is actuall y
done even once. And when the
pattern is physically registered in
the brain, it tends to remain
there active and strong.
I was born and reared on a

farm. I milked cows from my in-
fancy up, and cows have to be
milked early every. morning and
also every evening, no ma tter
how you feel. I milked all
through my early life, and be-
cause of that background, when I

went to Walla Walla College I was
put in charge of the dairy herd.
The two years I continued to
work with cattle at colI.ege
formed a pattern in my brain,
and it is still there. Although it
has been many years since I
milked a cow, I still wake up
every morning at milking time. In
a way, this is a nuisance, because
there are times when I would like

to sleep longer. But I have
learned how to work around the
problem. In the morning, if I
think I need some extra sleep,
when those brain cells say,
"Larson, get up! It's time to milk
the cows!" I obediently get up
and put on my bathrobe and go
out and walk around the front
room for ten minutes, then I go
back to bed and sleep some more.
In this way I bypass the problem.
I have to do this because the
registra tion has remained in my
brain. Just by imagining some-
thing, you can form a habit. The
imagination is dangerous.
In the area of human rela tion-

ships, this problem can do great
damage. A man looks at a woman
and admires her beauty. If he
stops there, there is no· problem.
But then he lets his imagination
start working, and he imagines
himself embracing that woman. It
is all in his imagination. He has
not touched her, or even spoken
to her about embracing her. He
just does it in his "mind's eye";
he imagines it. He sees her the
next day, and again hl.o imagines
himself embracing that woman.
After that has happened many

times, a habit pattern has been
physically registered in his braill.
And suddenly one day, unex-
pectedly, they are alone together,
and it happens. The imagination
has prepared the way.
A student suddenly leaves

school in the middle of the year
and throws away all of the time
and money invested. Why? Be-
cause of his imagination. There
were tensions between himself
and a teacher or the school ad-
ministration or other students. He
imagined himself taking revenge
by doing this utterly foolish
thing. And the imagination has
prepared his mind for the action.
A wife, in the midst of a dis-

agreement with her husband, sud-
denly walks away and goes back
home to mother. Or a husband, in
the midst of a disagreement with
his wife, suddenly walks out the
door and never comes back. Why
did that happen? Because of the
imagination. They had had dis-
agreements before, and they had
imagined how they could ha ve
revenge on one another. By the
imagination a habit is formed.
We may control ourselves out-

wardly, but we need to go all the
way and control the imagination
too. Otherwise we are laying up a
storehouse of trouble for a future
day.
The imagination may be con-

trolled by the will. The will is our'
kingly power, our deciding
power. God will never force the
will, and Satan is not permitted
to force it. The will is absolutely
supreme, insofar as our inner
being is concerned. It is not
supreme above God, but it is
supreme above everything in our
minds.

The Desire of Ages, page 125:
"While Satan can solicit, he can-
not compel to sin. The tempter
can never compel us to do evil.
He cannot control minds unless
they are yielded' to his control.
The will must consent. Faith must
let go its hold upon Christ before
Satan can exercise his power
upon us." But, "Every sinful
desire we cherish affords him a
foothold." How do you cherish a
sinful desire? In the imagination.
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The will must control the imagination.
In those moments of tension,

imagine what Christ would have done

I
You imagine yourself 40ing the
forbidden thing. That is how you
cherish something. An that is
how Satan takes control of the
will. It is a selling job.
I can remember very clearly

an experience that happened
many years ago. I was a young
man fighting forest fire in the
Northwest. A huge area was
being ravaged by the flames.
Emergency appeals had been
made for every able-bodied man
to come and fight the fire. So I
was there, and found, to my
surprise, some old friends from
high school days who were also
there. Some of us had not seen
each other for years. We had put
in a long, hard day on the fire
trail, and the forest service had
supplied us with a tent and some
sleeping bags and a little food.
We had pitched the tent and had
cleaned up as best we could, and
were ready to sleep. We had a
gasoline lantern, and in its pale
glow half a dozen young men
were sitting and talking to each
other about the draft.
This occurred on the eve of

World War II. These young men,
my high school friends and I,
were talking about the fact that
another war had broken out in
Europe. The signs were multiply-
ing that American young men
were going to be asked to go over
there and get themselves all shot
to pieces in another European
conflict. Can you guess how we
felt? "We're not going to do it!"
That's how we felt. "We won't
go!" But what we didn't under-
stand is that there is a selling job
that comes ahead of the draft.
When newspapers begin to glorify
war heroes, the imagination is
drawn out. The theaters begin to
show pictures glorifying war
heroes, and your imagination is
drawn out again. Public speakers
and the media glorify the war
hero, and before long you are
casting yourself, in your imagina-
tion, in that role. I have never
heard that any of those men
refused to go when the draft
came, because, through their im-
agination, the will was finally
brought to give its consent.
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That is the way the devil has
to work, too. He cannot force the
will. We are perfectly secure un-
less we let the devil influence our
imagination, leading our minds to
visualize an undesirable action.
This seems to give some kind of
releast: for our feelings. But it is
dangerous.
I know that I should not do

this, we say, but it would not

hurt to just imagine it a little bit.
Yes, it hurts, because when you
imagine it, a registrat)on is being
established in your brain, and
you are preparing yourself to do
it. When the sudden strong temp-
tation comes, you yield before
you even think, because you have
yielded in your imagination
nHmy times.
What is the solution? It is in

Proverbs 4, verse 23: "Keep thy
heart with all diligence; for out
of it are the issues of life." It is
not enough just to bite your lip
and hold back the angry words.
You must not walk away and
start thinking about them. It is
not enough to control your tem-
per outwardly. You must control
it inwardly. It is not enough to
guide your feet and your hands
in proper pathways. You must
guide the imagination in proper
pathways. The will must control
the imagination.
What shall you do then with

your imagination? First, make up
your mind that your will is going
to control it. Every time your im-
agination starts visualizing some-
thing; say, Is that what Christ
would have done? If not, .cancel

it out. Your will can control your
imagination if you want it to.
Next, feed your mind with

good things upon which the im-
agination can work: good litera-
ture, good music, and so forth.
Let your mind imagine the glor-
ies of the kingdom of God. Let
your imagination dwell upon the
scenes of Christ's sacrifice for
you. And in those moments of

tension, instead of imagining
what you wish you could have
done or said, start imagining
what Christ would have done or
said. You can use the imagination
positively as a powerful tool if
you will.

The Desire of Ages, page 668:
"All true obedience comes from
the heart. It was heart work with
Christ, and if we consent, He will
so identify Himself with our
thoughts and aims, so blend our
hearts and minds into conformity
to His will, that when obeying
Him, we shall be but carrying out
our own impulses. The will, re-
fined and sanctified, will find its
highest delight in doing His serv-
ice. When we know God as it is
our privilege to know Him, our
life will be a life of continual
obedience. Through an apprecia-
tion of the character of Christ,
through communion with God,
sin will become hateful to us."
Then guard your imagination.

Discipline your imagination well.
"Keep thy heart with all dili-
gence, for out of it are the
of life." fi!iI
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Campmeeting
W as a Success

Each one received a rich spiritual
blessing as we worshiped and fel-
lowshiped together.

Hope Internationa

P.O. Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328
"ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED"

A larger attendance than was ex-
pected necessitated our renting
the Eatonville High School audi-
torium, a mile and a half from
Hope Interna tiona!.

--------'

The upper floor of our barn,
where last year's campmeeting
was held, would only contain the
turnout to the early morning
meetings. Betty Spear led the
Primary and Junior children's
meetings here.
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