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Editorial
Only a few months ago the

earthquake in Mexico City killed
thousands and left tens of thousands
homeless. This calamity was followed
shortly by the eruption of a volcano
in Columbia, South America, and
more than 20,000 are still entombed
under the mud. With 1500 killed in
air crashes, 1985 became the worst
year for aviation disasters.
To begin 1986 we were introduced

to a severe reduction in crude oil
prices which has affected the prices
of gas a t the pump. We are now hap-
pily filling our tanks with fuel well
under a dollar a gallon. But this
reduction in price has severely jeop-
ardized the international banking
system, for now many oil-producing
nations will be unable to repay bil-
lions of dollars if the price stays
where it is.
The attack on Lybia by United

States aircraft ran shivers down the
backs of the nations of the world, for
they realized that we stand at the
threshold of a nuclear holocaust. The
atomic melt-down near Kiev, Russia,
recently has set in action a tidal wave
of fear which has sent its shockwaves
reeling around the earth.
In all of these events God is trying

to awaken the Seventh-day Adventist
Church to the great responsibility of
taking the three angels' messages to
the world by the experience of right-
eousness by faith. "The Lord hath
opened His armoury, and hath
brought forth the weapons of His
indignation: for this is the work of
the Lord God of hosts in the land of
the Chaldeans." (Jeremiah 50:25) We
all know tha t the great controversy
has nearly reached its conclusion. The

evidence is overwhelming that the
final hour of judgment is here. Only
a moment of time yet remains. (See
Testimonies, vol. 9, 96, 97; Testimonies,
vol. 6, 14; Testimonies,- vol. 5, 234;
Testimonies, vol. 8, 50, 51; The Great
Controversy, 589, 590, 629) The judg-
ments of God are in the land--
terrorism, earthquakes, famines and
diseases, wars, and rumors of wars.
These are now the beginning of

sorrows and God's sudden change in
dealing with a rebellious world and a
rebellious church. "There will soon be
a sudden change in God's dealings.
The world in its perversity is being
visited by casualties,-by floods,
storms, fires, earthquakes, famines,
wars, and bloodshed. The Lord is slow
to anger, and great in power; yet HOe
will not at all acquit the wicked. 'The
Lord hath His way in the whirlwind
and in the storm, and the clouds are
the dust of His feet.' 0 that men
might understand the patience and
longsuffering of God! He is putting
under restraint His own attributes.
His omnipotent power is under the
control of Omnipotence. 0 that men
would understand that God refuses to
be wearied out with the world's
perversity, a'nd still holds out the
hope of f orgi veness even to the most
undeserving! But His forbearance will
not always continue. Wh,o is prepared
for the sudden change that will take
place in God's dealing with sinful
men? Who will be prepared to escape
the punishment that will certainly
fall upon transgressors?" Fundamen-
tals 0/ Christian Education, 356, 357
Soon, very soon, total destruction

will come to those in rebellion. "But
the day of the Lord will come as a

thief in the night; in the which the
heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt
with fervent heat, the earth also and
the works that are therein shall be
burned up." 2 Peter 3:10, See Seventh-
day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol.
7, 982, 983; The Desire of Ages, 780;
Review and Herald, October 19, 1897
"As it was in the days of Noah, so

shall it be when the Son of man shall
be revealed. The Lord is removing
His restrictions from the earth, and
soon there will be dea th and
destruction, increasing crime, and
cruel, evil-working against the rich
who have exalted themselves against
the poor. Those who are without
God's protection will find no safety
in any place or position. Human
agents are being trained and are
using their inventive power to put in
operation the most powerful
machinery to wound and to kill."
(Testimonies, vol. 8, 50) The little time
of trouble, the great day of trouble,
and the last plagues are near and
"hasteneth grea tly."
Probation's hour is fast closing and

it will close unexpectedly, suddenly,
as an overwhelming surprise to the
church and the world. (See Desire 0/
Ages, 635, 636; Testimonies, vol. 8, 37,
287; Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, 989; The Great
Controversy, 338, 339) And, brothers
and sisters, when the crisis strikes,
you will be either wise or foolish, just
or unjust. The sealing angel will soon
begin his solemn work. (See
Maranatha, 297) God help us to make;:
ready today. There will soon come no
tomorrow.
-RON SPEAR, EDITOR
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The
Measurement
of Forces

"Faith that worketh by love."
Galatians 5:6

It is surprising how many mea-
suring devices can be found in and
around an ordinary home. In our
kitchen I found measuring spoons,
measuring cups of many different
sizes, pint-, Quart-, and gallon-size
containcrs, a cold indicator for the
freezer, a heat indicator for making
yogurt, and a hea t indicator on the
oven.
A thermometer hung on the bed-

room wall and another of a different
type was in the medicine closet. In
the sewing box I found a three-foot
flexible tape measure, and in a desk
drawer three different kinds of
rulers. On a closet shelf was a camera
with a light meter, on a pantry shelf
a food scale, and on the bathroom
floor a scale of a different type.
In the garage I found steel measur-

ing tapes (12 foot and 50 foot), a tri-
square and a framing square, a volt-
meter for testing the electrical cur-
rents in housewiring, a hydrometer
for testing automobile batteries, a tire
pressure gauge, and feeler gauges for
measuring the gap in spark plugs. In
the car itself were a variety of gauges
with needles and/or lights, and on the
water tank there was a gauge for
measuring water pressure. These are
probably not unlike the measuring
devices to be found in any home.
May I suggest an experiment?

Gather all the measuring devices you
can find in your home, put them
together on a table and study them
for a few moments. You will Quickly
observe that they are of two kinds.
Some are used for measuring objects,
and some for measuring forces. You
could separate them into two groups:
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To measure objects-
Spoons, cups, tapes, rulers, squares,
feeler ga uges.

To measure forces-
Thermometers (to measure heat), light
meters (to measure light), volt meters
(to measure electricity), pressure
gauges (to measure air pressure,
vacuum, or water pressure), scales (to
measure gravity's effect on an object).

Scales are perhaps a bit tricky. We
think of using them to measure an ob-
ject's weight. But is weight an intrin-
sic quality of an object, or is it the
effect of gravity on that object? A
challenging question. You may settle
the matter by noting that without
gravity an object would have no
weight, but would float off into
space. So, after reflection, you will
probably put the scales in the force-
measuring group.
Now you have your measuring

devices separa ted in to two categories,
and you are ready for the next Ques-
tion. How are they used? How do they
do their work? Again, we see a differ-
ence. Those devices that measure ob-
jects do so by establishing the physi-
cal dimensions of that object-its
length, breadth, and depth. But those
devices which measure forces must
use a different method. Forces do not
have length, breadth, or depth. We do
not ask, How long is this light? Or,
How wide is this hea t?
These would be considered nonsen-

sical questions. So-how can we
measure such forces as heat, light,
and electricity? '
Somebody, somewhere, had a great

idea. Let the force do some work.
Then use that work as a measurement
of the .force. Let the force move a

Ralph Larson

carefully calibrated needle across the
face of a gauge, or elevate mercury in
°a column, or thrust a shaft out of a
tube, or light test bulbs of different
sizes. And this work will tell us what
we need to know about the force.
This technique has proved to be a

quite satisfactory method of measur-
ing such forces as heat, light and
electricity, because these forces are
remarkably consistent in their
bcha vior. They act the same way
every day.
An object that is caused by the

force of gravity to "weigh" ten
pounds at sea level will give that
same reading any time, anywhere (at
sea level) on a properly adjusted scale.
A fifty-thousand pound tractor

trailer combina ti on speeding down
the highway must be stopped, if
necessary, by a relatively tiny amount
of compressed air in a small tank
beneath the tractor's frame. (It may
be as little as 60 pounds of air
pressure.) Yet the driver is uncon-
cerned because on the dashboard
before him is a gauge with a small
needle tha t accurately measures the
force of the air pressure by the work
tha tit does, that is, pressing against
the carefully calibrated needle. Thus
the driver always knows how much
braking power is at his disposal. It is
the same every day.
Let us remind ourselves that the

driver cannot estimate the force in
the braking system by even the most
careful examination of the air tank,
the air lines, or the air "pots" that
are located near the wheels. Neither
can he learn anything about the
system's braking power by careful
measurement of these components.
The force ml/st be measured by its
work. There is no other way.



With these facts in mind, we are
ready to consider some forces of a
different kind that also need to be
measured, such as intelligence, love,
and faith. These forces are like heat,
light, and electricity in that they
have no physical dimensions of
length, width, and depth, so that they
must be measured by their work.
They are unlike these forces in that
they are less specific in their effects,
yet measuring them by their work can
be effective, for "A man will act out
all the faith he has." (Selected
Messages, Book I, 93) With these
forces, however, gauges and meters
are not effective.
It would be convenient if there

were an "intelligence-meter" that
would make lengthy IQ tests unneces-
sary. Most people would be glad to
have a "love-meter" by whieh they
could quickly and accurately measure
the feclings of persons in whom they
have a special interest. Mission boards
would like to have a "faith-meter" to
use on candidates for mission service.
But no such things exist. These spiri-
tual forces, like the other forces, can
be measured by their works, but ob-
servations must be wider and over a
longer period of time. Faith and love
do not move needles, elevate columns
of mercury, or turn on lights. But
they do produce works, and it is only
by these works that we can measure
them and know their quality.
When we hear someone attempt to

summarize the New Testament teach-
ing about faith and works by saying,
"You can't be saved by works, but
you can't be saved without works," we
should not find this assertion dif-

to understand. To try to be
saved by works would be putting the
measurement in the place of the force
(faith). This, as we have seen, is
impossible. To try to be saved
"without wQrks" would be equally
impossible, since a faith that
produces no works is not a genuine
saving faith. It is a spurious counter-
feit, a non-faith, a dead faith. (James
2:17) It is presumption. This is the
verdict of the measurement.
The verdict of the measurement

must be accepted. No light means no
electrical force is present. No move-
ment of the needle on a brake system
gauge means no force of air pressure
is present. Do not try to drive the truck.
No works means no genuine saving
faith is present. Do not try to reach the
kingdom of God in this pitiable
cO/ldition. Let the Spirit of the Living
Christ breathe into your soul a living, I

dynamic faith, and the works will
appear as surely as night follows day,
works that will truly measure and

verify your faith.
The mighty works of Jesus provide

us with a measurement of His faith.
It was by faith that He lived a pure
and holy life, worked amazing mir-
acles, overpowered the elements of
nature, and raised the dead. It was by
faith that He endured the contradic-
tion of sinners, surrendered Himself
to the power of wicked men, and was
obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross. It was in faith that He
uttered the triumphant shout, "It is
finished," and yielded His spirit to
His heavenly Father. His was a faith
that worked by love-unmistakably
recogniza ble, easily measured. Even
so must our own faith be measured.
Which leads to our last question:

Who needs a measurement of faith?
Actually, everybody does.
God docs not need a measurement

of faith for His own information. He
can read the human heart, but the in-
habitants of other worlds cannot. So-
God needs a measurement of faith for
justification purposes, to show the
watching worlds why it is safe for
Him to save us.

We as individuals
need something
other than feeling
for a measurement
of our own faith

The world needs a measuremen t of
faith in order to distinguish between
the believer and the nonbeliever, and
in order to distinguish between pre-
tended faith and the real thing. The
ehurch needs a measurement of faith
in order to make wise assignments of
responsibility to church workers. To
send a person of weak faith to a mis-
sion field, or even on a difficult
home base assignment, can be a very
costly mistake. Sometimes there is
nothing that can be done except to
replace such persons, which uses up
money.
And we as individuals need some-

thing other than feeling for a mea-
surement of our own faith. Without
it, we might find ourselves disagree-
ing with God. It is not inconceivable
that God might say to us, "Your faith
has been growing weaker for some
time now."
And we might answer, "On the

contrary, Lord. I feci very good about
my faith."
And when God sa ys, "Where is the

evidence? What is your faith doing?"
a clearer self-realization will come to
us.
So-everybody needs a measure-

ment of faith, and this measurement
is wha t we call works.

Works of faith can
measure faith, but
works are not faith
and cannot play
the role of faith

Is this legalism? Not at all. A work
of faith cannot be called legalistic.
That would be a contradiction of
terms. Legalism is a work /lot of faith
in which no love is present.
For example: You are driving to

work some morning, and you find a
newly erected stop sign at an inter-
section near your home. You stop. But
you are not happy about it. You are
thinking, "What stupid officials we
have in this city! There was no need
for a stop sign on tha t corner! This is
ridiculous, but if I don't stop I might
get a ticket, so I will do it."
You have performed a work, but

this is not a work of faith. It is a
work of the law-legalism. No love is
involved. You had no desire to ple'lse
the officials or honor their wishes.
Yet with man's laws this is enough.
Man's la ws ask for nothing more than
the outward works, the motio/ls of the
law.
God's law is different. Suppose

that you are going to be baptized, but
again you are not happy about it. As
you enter the water you are thinking,
"Wha t a stupid, old-fashioned cere-
mony! They should have gotten rid of
this years ago. It's going to get me all
wet and take all of the curl out of my
hair. It's ridiculous, but if I don't do
it I might be lost, so I will do it."
Again, you have performed a

work, but it is a work /lot of faith. No
love is involved. It is a work of law, a
motion of law-keeping, legalism. Man
accepts this kind of obedience, but
God does not. God insists that our
works must be of faith that works by
101'e. He will not accept empty mo-
tions of law-keeping. Only the fruits
of faith that works by love can be a
measurement of that spiritual force
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Words
Of
Assurance

Ellen G. Wllite

"Zechariah, the son of Berechiah,
the son of Iddo the prophet," began to
prophesy "in the eighth month, in the
second year of Darius"-only a few
days after the Lord had assured the
Israelites through Haggai that the
glory of the house they were building
would be greater than the glory of
the former temple built by Solomon.
Zechariah's first message was an as-
surance that God's word never fails,
and a promise of blessing to those
who hearken unto the sure word of
prophecy.
"The Lord hath been sore dis-

pleased with your fathers," the God
of Israel declared unto Zechariah;
"therefore say thou unto them, Thus
saith the Lord of hosts: Turn ye unto
Me, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will
turn unto you, saith the Lord of hosts.
Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom
the former prophets have cried,
saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts:
Turn ye now from your evil ways,
and from your evil doings: but they
did not hear, nor hearken unto Me,
saith the Lord. Your fathers, where
'are they? and the prophets, do they
live forever? But My words and My
statutes, which I commanded My ser-
vants the prophets, did they take hold
of your fathers? And they returned
and said, Like as the Lord of hosts
thought to do unto us, according to
our ways, and according to our
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doings, so hath He dealt with us."
[Zechariah 1:2-6]
The Israelites had resumed the

work of the Lord in faith. The diffi-
culties under which they began to
labor were of a most discouraging
nature. Adversity had attended their
efforts to a ttain temporal prosperi ty.
Their fields were lying waste; their
scant store of provisions was rapidly
failing. Yet in the face of famine,
and surrounded by unfriendly
peoples, they moved forward in re-
sponse to the call of God's messen-
gers, and began anew to restore the
ruined temple. Such a work required
great faith, and the Lord gave them
special assurances through Haggai
and Zechariah that their faith would
be richly rewarded, and that His
word would not fail. The builders
were not left to struggle on alone;
"with them were the prophets of God
helping them;" [Ezra 5:2] and the
Lord of hosts Himself had declared,
"Be strong,. and work: for I am
with you."
The Lord, in mercy, warned His

people against the danger of falling
back into their old ways of negli-
gence and selfish indifference. He
revealed to them the necessity of
worshiping Him in the beauty of
holiness. In former years some whose
hearts were polluted with sin had
sought to please Him with the splen-

dor o( many rites and ceremonies in
the beautiful temple built by
Solomon; but their worship was not
pleasing to the God of whom it is
written: "Thou art of purer eyes -than
to behold evil, and canst not look on
iniquity." [Habakkuk 1:13]
In the dark days of apostasy

before the captivity, God had
declared to His impenitent people: "I
hate, I despise your feast days....
Though ye offer me burnt-offerings
and your meat-offerings, I will not
accept them: neither will I regard the
peace-offerings of your fat beasts."
[Amos 5:21,22] "For I desired mercy,
and not sacrifice; and the knowledge
of God more than burnt-offerings."
[Hosea 6:6]
The Israelites who were so

diligently engaged in rebuilding the
Lord's house, needed to realize con-
stantly that "the Most High dwelleth
not in temples made with hands; as
saith the prophet, Heaven is My
throne, and earth is My footstool:
what house will ye build Me? saith
the Lord: or what is the place of My
rest?" [Acts 7:48, 49] "Thus saith the
high and holy One that inhabiteth
eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell
in the high and holy place, with him
also that is of a contrite and humble
SPIrIt, to revive the spirit of the
humble, and to revive the heart of
the con trite ones." [Isaiah 57: 15]



In order that the builders of the
second temple might make no mis-
takes, the Lord plainly instructed
them, in the form of a parable,
regarding the nature of service ac-
ceptable in His sight. About a month
after Zechariah began to prophesy,
and just three months after the
people had resumed work on the
temple, "in the four and twentieth
day of the ninth month, in the second
year of Darius, came the word of the
Lord by Haggai the prophet, saying,
Thus saith the Lord of hosts: Ask now
the priests concerning the law, saying,
If one bear holy flesh in the skirt of
his garment, and with his skirt do
touch bread, or pottage, or wine, or
oil, or any meat, shall it be holy? And
the priests answered and said, No.
"Then said Haggai, If one that is

unclean by a dead body touch any of
these, shall it be unclean? And the
pricsts answered and said, It shall be
unclean." [Haggai 2:10-13]
A soul corrupted by sin is repre-

sented by the figure of a dead body
in a state of putrefaction. All the
washings and sprinklings enjoined in
the ceremonial law were lessons in
parables, teaching the necessity of a
work of regeneration in the inward
heart for the purification of the soul
dead in trespasses and sins, and also
the necessity of the sanctifying power
of the Holy Spirit.
"Then answered Haggai, and said,

So is this people, and so is this nation
before Me, saith the Lord; and so is
every work of their hands; and that
which they offer there is unclean."
[2:14]
A mere participation in religious

services and ordinances does not
make a sinner a Christian. A wicked
man does not become righteous
merely by associating with those who
fear God. A man is made holy, and
acceptable with God, only when his
unclean heart is made clean by the
grace of Christ, through faith, and by
obedience to words of truth and
righteousness. A work of reformation
and restoration must take place in
every heart. Those who have had
great light and many privileges may
perform some good works notwith-
standing their refusal to be saved in
God's appointed way. But their good
works do not cleanse the soul from
corruption. Only those who accept the
light of God's truth, choosing to obey
Him, will be cleansed from the
defilement of sin.
Having admonished the builders

not to fall into the same error that
had brought their forefathers into
trial and captivity, and had resulted
in the destruction of the first temple,
Haggai continued:-"And now, I pray
you, consider from this day and

upward, from before a stone was laid
upon a stone in the temple of the
Lord: since those days were, when one
came to an heap of twenty measures,
there were but ten: when one came to
the pressfat for to draw out fifty ves-
sels out of the press, there were but
twenty. I smote you with blasting and
with mildew and with hail in all the
labors of your hands: yet ye turned
not to Me, saith the Lord. Consider
now from this day upward, from the
four and twentieth day of the ninth
month, even from the day that the
foundation to the Lord's temple was
laid, consider it. Is the seed yet in the
barn? Yea, as yet the vine, and the
fig-tree, and the pomegranate, and
the olive-tree, hath not brought forth:
from this day will I bless you." [2:15-
19]
Wonderful assurance of divine

favor! Never, never, by their own
efforts, could the Israelites have be-
come pure and holy. But when, sinful
and polluted as they were, the sport
of their enemies, and suffering be-
cause of a terrible drought, they
turned to the Lord in humility of
heart, confessed their sins, and chose
to obey the testimonies of His
messengers, God recognized their ef-
fort to carry out His instruction, and
He accepted them as His obedient
children. He accepted them not be-
cause of their zeal and good works,
but because of their faith in the
power of the coming Saviour to
cleanse from sin.

The djvjne
Worker spends
ljttle tjme on

worthless materjal
On the day when rich blessings

were promised the Israeli tes because
of their faith and their willing
obedience, a message was given to
Zerubbabel, their leader. "The word
of the Lord came unto Haggai, ...
saying, Speak to Zerubbabel, governor
of Judah, saying, I will shake the
heavens and the earth; and I will
overthrow the throne of kingdoms,
and I will destroy the strength of the
kingdoms of the heathen; and I will
overthrow the chariots, and those that
ride in them; and the horses and their
riders shall come down, everyone by
the sword of his brother. In that day,
saith the Lord of hosts, will I take
thee, a Zenibbabel, My servant, the
son of Shealtiel, saith the Lord, and
will make thee as a signet: for I have
chosen thee, sai th the Lord of hosts."
[2:20-23]

This personal testimony to Zerub-
babel has been left on record for our
special encouragement in time of
trial. Zerubbabel had been sorely
tried through all the years since he
had led the Israeli tes forth from
Babylon. God had a purpose in send-
ing trial to His children. He never
leads them otherwise than they would
choose to be led if they could see the
end from the beginning, and discern
the glory of the purpose which they
are fulfilling. He subjects them to
discipline to humble them,-to lead
them, through trial and affliction, to
sec their weakness and to draw near
unto Him. As they cry to Him for
help, He responds, saying, "Here am
I." Christians are Christ's jewels.
They are to shine brightly for Him,
shedding forth the light of His
loveliness. Their luster depends on the
polishing they receive. They may
choose to be polished or to remain
unpolished. But everyone who is
pronounced worthy of a place in the
Lord's temple must submit to the
polishing process. Without the polish-
ing that the Lord gives they can
reflect no more light than a common
pebble.
Christ says to man, You are Mine. I

have bought you. You are now only a
rough stone, but if you will place
yourself in My hands, I will polish
you, and the luster with which you
shall shine will bring honor to My
name. No man shall pluck you out of
My hand. I will make you My pecu-
liar treasure. On My coronation day,
you will be a jewel in My crown of
rejoicing.
The divine Worker spends little

time on worthless material. Only the
precious jewels does he polish after
the similitude of a palace, cutting
awa y all the rough edges. This process
is severe and trying; it hurts human
pride. Christ cuts deep into the ex-
perience that man in his self-suffi-
ciency has regarded as complete, and
takes away self-uplifting from the
character. He cuts away the surplus
surface, and putting the stone to the
polishing wheel, presses it close, that
all roughness may be worn away.
Then, holding the jewel up to the
light; the Master sees in it a reflection
of Himself, and He pronounces it
worthy of a place in His casket.
"In that day, saith the Lord of

hosts, will I take thee, ... and will
make thee as a signet: for I have
chosen thee, saith the Lord of hosts."
[2:23] Blessed be the experience,
however severe, that gives new value
to the stone, and causes it to shine
with living brightness. iii

Review alld Herald, December 19, 1907
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1 will sift t e house of Israel among
all nations, 'ke as corn is sifted in a
sieve, yet shall not the least {whole]
grain fal upon the earth." Amos 9:9
Also, in an hour that was 'very

critical to His disciple, Jesus told
Peter, ' inwn, behold, Satan
hath desire to...Jlave you, that he may
sift you as wheat: bu av'e prayed
'for t e. at tliy faith fail not."
Luke 2:11, 2
As we said before, every Christian

and the pe Ie of God, as such, will
:undergo a s ecial trial of faith. This
test is calle "shaking" or "sifting."
It has happened in times past, but it
will be repeated in a very specific
sense on the final stage of history.
TheFC' a!'c several different causes

for the fall\ng away of many mem-
bers of the church, namely: 1. reli-
gious carelessness and indifference, 2.
persecution onsequent to the en-
forcement of the Sunday law, 3.
voluntary superficiality of knowledge
of divine truth. But the main cause
will be the disregard or refusal to
ac·cept, on the part of some, the mes-
sage of Christ to the Laodicean
church, a message of repentance and
reform.
"Because thou art lukewarm," says

Jesus, "neither cold nor hot, I will
spue thee out of My mouth." Revela-
tion 3:16
"I asked the meaning of the shak-

ing I had seen," she writes, referring
to what. had been presented .in vision,
"and was shown that it would be
caused by the straight testimony
called for·by the counsel of the True
Witness to the Laodiceans.
"This will have its effect upon the

heart of the receiver, and will lead

The prophet Amos speaks symbol-
ically of a sifting or shaking of God's
people, "For, 10, I will command, and

Simon, Simon,
behold, Satan hath
desired to have you,
that he may sift you

as wheat

They are used by Ellen White in her
writings, and one of them, "the
straight testimony," is included in the
aim of this magazine, ,at the top of
page three in the masthead.
Let us take first the shaking. Ac-

cording to the dictionary the verb "to
sliake" means to move something to
and fro, to cause to waver, to tremble
1!§ a xesult of physical or emotional
disturbance.
The servant of the Lord applies it

to a particular experience of shock
that will initiate in the church a
process of selection and apostasy, as
well A1S a strengthening of the faith.
She employs another similar word

to refer to the same experience that
we also find in the Bible, namely, the
"sifting." This word she employs in
its figurative meaning when she ex-
plains the act of threshing. The grain
is shaken or sifted in a sieve, so that
broken kernels, husks and foreign
particles fall through the mesh and
the chaff is blown away.

. .;

".

'.

.... "
.:: > ,;

'.:.'. '.6n.eL'Cllly, .when,'.th'e d'isciples were
,.' ,·.sailing'on the Sea of Galilee,

great tempest, .. , insomuch
'the ship was covered with the

waves." Jesus 'was .asleep. Those men
. were experienced fishermen, accus-

.. wmed to sudden dangers and they
began fighting the elements with a)l

" their strength and expertise. But to no
avail. When they had lost all hope of
·surviving the tempest, all of a sudden
they recalled that Jesus was on board.
When they awoke Him and told Him,
"Lord, save us: we perish," He calmly
answered, "Why are ye fearful, 0 ye
of little faith? Then He arose, and
rebuked the winds and the sea; and'
there was a great calm." Matthew
8:24-26
Tha t unique experience strength-

ened the faith of the disciples more
than anything else that had happened
before.
Every child of God, individually,

and the church, corporately, undergo
at times a special trial of faith when
everything appears' to be unstable
and moving, and when 'we wonder
whether the Lord is still with us or
has abandoned us drifting amid the
tremendous waves of a rough sea.
But in this way God fortifies our

trust in Him when something unique
.and unusual occurs in our personal
,life or in the experience of our
church, and we do not understand the
reasons or the ultimate implications.
There are two very denomihational

expressions used by the Bible and by
the pen of inspiration that have a
special significance for us at' this
time of the end: "the shaking" or
"the sifting" on one hand, and "the
'straight testimony," on the other.

The:,Shaking
h

t,:? imnn
: :'I....:..'" . .;..
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him to exalt the standard and pour
forth the straight truth. Some will not
bear this straight testimony. They
will rise up against it, and this is
wha t will cause a shaking among
God's people." And sadly she adds
this comment to her explana tion, "I
saw that the testimony of the True
Witness has not been half heeded. The
solemn testimony upon which the des-
tiny of the church hangs has been
lightly esteemed, if not entirely
disregarded. This testimony must
work deep repentance; all who truly
receive it will obey it and be
purified." Early Writillgs, 270
Let's analyze these inspired words.

The vision regarding the straight testi-
mony called for by the message of
Christ to Laodicea aroused the keen
interest of the human instrument
being used by God to emphasize it to
the church. And she was told tha t the
message of the True Witness would
require the communication of a
straigh t testimony.
What is the message to Laodicea? A

message that tells us that we are luke-
warm and indifferent regarding the
two most important problems of our
life, our Christian experience and our
outreach activity to share the good
news. Also it tells us that we are ter-
ribly deceived with respect to our
relationship with Christ and to our
spiritual condition; that we are happy
about our preparation for heaven,
believing that we need nothing, when
in reality we are wretched, miserable,
poor, blind, and naked.
But Christ does not leave us in this

desperate condition. There is hope. He
offers us three infallible remedies to
be totally healed: the gold of faith
and love-the fruits of the spirit; the

These three remedies,
we are assured, will
heal us from our
poverty, nakedness,
and blindness

white raiment of the righteousness of
Christ-the forgiveness of sins and
the impartation of the character of
Christ; and the ointment of the Spirit
and the Word of God to recognize sin
under any disguise. These three reme-
dies, we are assured, will heal us
from our poverty, nakedness, and
blindness, and make us fit for heaven.
Now, the expression "straight

testimony" called for by the counsel

of the True Witness-Jesus-implies
tha t the message to Laodicea needs to
be stressed and taken home by us.
How do we go about giving the
straight testimony? Simply by word
and action. By a changed life, on the
one hand (repentance and refor-
ma tion), and on the other hand by a
spoken or written testimony, trying to
convince others of our real need, and
to plead with them to receive the
message.

How do we go about
giving the straight

testimony?
Simply by word
and action

The straight testimony will be
given by many in the church, since
Ellen White saw that "this will have
its effect upon the heart of the
receiver, and will lead him to exalt
the standard and pour forth the
straight truth" by mouth and by
example. .

We wish that the inspired comment
would stop right there, but unfor-
tuna tely while many will be among
the "receivers," "some will not bear
this straight testimony. They will rise
lip agaillst it, and this is what will
cause a shaking among God's people."
In other words, some will not receive
either the counsel of the True Witness
or the straight testimony of the
receiver.
They will call it extremism, fallat-

icism, legalism. They will be trusting
in a cheap grace, and in a kind of
faith that does not work by love and
change lives. In their self-right-
eousness the words "repentance and
reformation" will have a bad con-
notation for them. They will insist
that any effort of the will to sur-
render the life to Christ, to renounce
self and to overcome their worldli-
ness, their lukewarmness and !heir
idols through faith by the grace of
God, is lack of faith in the work of
the cross.
Unfortunately, because these

people would not receive the straight
testimony, "they will rise up against"
the message, "and this is what will
cause a shaking among God's people."
Some of them will turn out to be the
worst enemies of the church of God.
Are we not seeing some of this

happening in our day, before our own

eyes? Are we not witnessing increas-
ing groups of our own brothers and
sisters siding with a "new theology"
and refusing the rebuke and the kind
call of Jesus who says, "Be zealous
therefore, and repent"? Revelation
3:20,21
But let this not be a cause of

discouragement. It was predicted by
. the inspired pen years ago. The sepa-
ration within the church is happen-
ing, and will continue. Let this ful-
fillment stimulate us to be bold for
the Lord. Let this separation help us
to seek a closer experience with
Christ, who is our only righteousness,
and the only source of strength and
spiritual power.
God help us humiliate our souls

before the Lord, look for repentance
and reformation, and be among those
who-recognizing their a bsol u te de-
pendency on Jesus-throw their im-
potence on the omnipotent hand of
the Author and Consummator of the
faith who said, "My grace is suffi-
cient for thee: for my strength is
made perfect in weakness." (2 Corin-
thians 12:8) Let us march on confi-
dently with the loyal through the
perils of the last days toward eternal
victory. I!!!I

Truth Can Never Die

Truth may be worsted in the fight,
And then in scorn passed by,

Trampled in rage upon the sod,
'Neath tyrant's foot and tyrant's nod;
But still it holds the life of God,
And truth can never die.

Ten thousand foes may plan its doom
Beside the open grave,

Determined that its hallowed light
Must evermore be hid from sight,
Within the deepest, darkest night,
Where not a hand can save.

But all in vain men whet their swords,
And raise their battIe song;

Behold, it rises from the dust,
The shackles that would bind it rust
While all the cords of bondage burst,
For truth must conquer wrong.

Still vested with the life divine,
Its fountain fixed on high,

It faces time and scorn and hate,
Careless of high or low estate,
Heedless of all that wills its fate;
For truth can never die.

Robert
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The Real Battle
Biblical terminology has been,

making considerable incursions into
the realm of politics recently. Though
not all will feel concern over the
pronouncements and activities of the
newly mobilized right wing, there is
at least one catchphrase that is get-
ting everyone's attention: Arma-
geddon. "Thinking the Unthinkable,"
they call it. The term has multiple
advantages. Not only does it carry the
"religious" connotations worth so
much these days in some circles, but
it also evokes images of conflict so
severe as to affect the lives of every
earthly inhabitant. There is, after all,
nothing so effective as plain, old-
fashioned self-interest when it comes,
to drawing attention.
As always, the wrath of man shall

praise the Lord. Through this channel
the great Heavenly Opportunist will

find ways and means to touch hearts
otherwise inaccessible to His message.
But still, even the truly converted,
those living above the level of selfish
concern, can find reason to inquire
into the fate of the world and the
meaning of dreaded Armageddon.
What has the Lord revealed? What

do we really know about Revelation
16:12-16?
Those familiar with Adventist

prophetic interpretation will remem-
ber that for more than a century
there have been two major views as to
the meaning of this passage. While
they differ in regard to the degree of
symbolism attributed to the terms
"Euphrates," "kings of the east," and
"Armageddon," the two views do
hold much in common. (See Seventh-
day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol.
7, 842, 843) Without fal!lting those

who favor the limited-symbolism
vicw of Uriah Smith, this writer
finds more merit in the positions
taken by James White, including his
admonition that "where the history is
not written, the student should put
forth his propositions with not too
much positiveness."
In brief, the "first view" (held by

Elder Smith) sees the battle of Ar-
mageddon beginning essentially as a
political conflict and coming to a
climax when Christ and the armies of
hea ven make their appearance. The
"second (held by Elder White)
sees the battle beginning when the
united religious and political powers
of earth attack God's remnant people.
Thc conclusion, of course, is the rout-
ing of the evil forces when the "kings
of the east" (Christ and His accom-
panying hosts) arrive amidst the ter-
rors of the seventh plague.
Perhaps the most obvious reason

for favoring the second view is the
difficulty of placing the interna-
tional Sunday law in the scenario.
How would all the nations of the
world, while engaged in the most
colossal conflict of all time, still
manage to agree among themselves to
extcrminate the observers of the
seventh-day Sabbath? And co-operate
to the point of setting a specific date
for the implementation of this death
decree? At best, it sounds unlikely.
It is more typical of the Lord's in-

struction to us that the emphasis be
not so much on the affairs of the
world as on the affairs of His church.
For the eternal reality of the battle is
not what happens on the field of war,
but what happens in the hearts of
God's people. Especially would this be
truc in the closing scenes of earth's
history when "the kingdoms of this
world" are passing from existence,
ncver again to playa part in the ac-
tivities of God's universe. In this
light then, we see "the battle of that
great day of God Almighty" as a pri-
marily spiritual conflict, the devil
and all his hosts attacking Christ in
the person of His saints.
"Wait one minute, please," I hear

you say. "What about all the Spirit of
Prophecy predictions of strife,
warfare, and bloodshed? Surely all
this is not just "spiritual conflict."
The point is well taken. It is true,

"in the last scenes of this earth's
history, war will rage." (Review and
Herald, October 19, 1897) We are not
dealing here with some form of
etherealized combat; in the last days
there will be the unmistakable, hor-
rifying reality of warfare such as
never before seen on this earth. Ellen
White's description of "great balls of
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fire" which sent forth "fiery
arrows," "deadly instruments of
warfare," and "the impending
destruction of thousands of cities"
sounds very much like nuclear war.
(Sec Evangelism, 29; Testimonies, vol.
9, 28; Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, 967) In any event,
we can be assured that there will be a
time of trouble such as never was
since there was a nation.
But now the pendulum has seem-

ingly swung too far. It is only logical
to ask, once again, how all nations
could conceivably co-operate in the
enforcing of the international Sunday
lawand the dea th decree. Simple
logic tells us they could not.

The Battlefield of the Mind

So where do we go from here? For
the time being, let's just stop. Let's
stop and recognize once more that the
only really important aspects of the
battle of Armageddon are those
which take place in the hearts and
minds of men. All nations, all earthly
powers, all false religions will pass
from existence; not so with human-
kind. Some small percentage from
among the billions of earth will
overcome, will meet their Lord in
peace, and will spend eternity with
Him.

They are
overwhelmed with
consternation, but it

is too late

In the arena of the heart the con-
flict has already begun. The prelimi-
nary battles have already been
fought, already won or lost. For the
choices we make now, to a great
extent, predetermine the choices we
will make then. "The faith which will
live through the time of trouble must
be developed now. Those who do not
make strong efforts now to exercise
persevering faith, will be unable to
stand in the day of trouble." Signs 0/
the Times, November 27, 1879
Docs day to day life call for such

faith? It will, if you follow your
Lord. Remember, He is your Trainer,
your Coach. He is more concerned to
get you "into shape" than you are.
When He prescribes p.ersevering faith,

rest assured that He will give you op-
portunity to exercise it.
The experience of "the Lord's

servants" illustrates the point well. In
the time of trouble, they have held to
the truth even though "a large class
who have professed faith in the third
angel's message" have abandoned
them and gone over to the opposition.
Now it is that their faith is tried.
"They entered upon the performance
of their duties without coldly cal-
cula ting the consequences of speaking
to the people the word which the
Lord had given them. They have not
consulted their temporal interests, nor
sought to preserve their reputation or
their lives. Yet when the storm of op-
position and reproach bursts upon
them, some, overwhelmed with
consternation, will be ready to
exclaim: 'Had we foreseen the con-
sequences of our words, we would
ha ve held our peace.' They are
hedged in with difficulties. Satan as-
sails them with fierce temptations....
They are threatened with destruction.
The enthusiasm which animated them
is gone; yet they cannot turn back."
The Great Controversy, 609
Wha t wonderful words-"they can-

not turn back." Why couldn't they?
'Others had. Yes, it's true, others had,
but the others had never developed a
faith that was stronger than their
lovc for self-preservation. They had
nevcr exercised "persevering faith"
in the days of ease, and now it was
too late, the difficulties were too
grca t, the price too high.
Will you exercise a persevering

faith today? in your daily life? And
if your daily life demands no such
faith, will you allow your Lord to
rna ke the necessary adjustments? The
decision is yours, but remember, "all
the sophistry of Satan is bound up in
that one word, 'wait.' .. Review and
Herald, September 19, 1893

But What About. ...

The question remains, however, as
to the relationship between predicted
war (seemingly nuclear war) and the
co-operation of the nations in the en-
forcing of the Sunday law. Perhaps
the key is in a knowledge of the
devil's plans. Some object to a
knowledge of error, claiming that it
is only necessary to know the truth.
They may well be right; it is certainly
hard to see a knowledge of error as
essential to salvation. Yet Ellen White
did include a chapter in The Great
Controversy entitled the "Snares of
Satan." She further counsels that
"There is nothing that the great
deceiver fears so much as that we

shall become acquainted with his
devices." ibid., 516
In only a brief sketch, we may

note that the devil has laid extensive
groundwork fo- his final deceptions.
Of particular import are the teach-
ings of futurism, which had their
beginnings more than four centuries
ago in the Council of Trent. In recent
years these concepts have gained a
large following among the "funda-
mentalist" churches. Hal Lindsey,
author of the best-selling book The
Late Great Planet Earth, is but one
well-known advocate of futurism.

But would they not
provide an excellent

antichcrist?

Futurists expect to see the rapture
of the saints, the conversion of the
Jews, the "great tribulation," a last-
day "antichrist," and a literal battle
of Armageddon, followed by what we
know as the second coming.
Timeta bles and even the order of
events vary somewhat, depending on
whose interpretation you follow, but
these are the major elements of
. futurist eschatology.

Does it not seem likely that the
devil will take advantage of these er-
rors that he has spent 400 years
developing? His power, while no
match for the weakest saint who calls
upon the Lord, is still great, and only
time will reveal all the deceptions
which he may employ. In typical
duplicity may he not fill the role of
the expected antichrist, and then'
abandon those who have followed
him in that guise in order to play the
role of the returning Jesus Christ?
Such an event, following on the

heels of a limited nuclear war in the
Middle East, would match well with
futurist expectations. Except, of
course, that they would believe Satan
to be the Son of God. Exactly as he
would wish. This is admittedly conjec-
ture, but it is interesting to note that
there is a move underfoot by spiritual-
ists that seems to fit well with this
possibility.
Peter Lamesurier, a French author

and noted supporter of the occultic
Findhorn Foundation, has recently
written a book entitled The Armaged-
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Jerry Falwell and the
National Sunday Law

dOll Script. His major premise is that
many cultures and religions now in
existence have certain similarities in
regard to the expected arrival or
return of a divine being. Christians
expect Jesus, the Jews await Messiah,
Buddhists anticipate the reincarna-
tion of the Great Buddha, Moslems
look for the return of Mohammed.
This is important, he argues, not be-
cause any of these expectations will
be fulfilled, but because they provide
an a venue for more easily persuading
the peoples of the world to accept
"the Christ." This being is not to be
confused with Jesus Christ--in reality
Lamesurier equates "the Christ" with
a mighty spirit being named Lucifer.
We know him as that old serpent,
called the devil, and Satan.
In an effort to "meet the people

where they are," The Armageddon
Script calls for "the Christ" to make
his appearance in the Middle East ac-
companied by a host of "shining
ones." Advancing to Jerusalem,
Lamesurier sees him being proclaimed
ruler of the world by the adoring
multitudes of earth. He closes his

Jan Marcussen

I just came back from talking with
Jerry Falwell at a meeting he held at
his university in Lynchburg, Virginia.
Hundreds of non-Adventist ministers
from all over the country were
present, but my purpose in attending
was different from theirs.
I shook Jerry Falwell's hand and

read him a statement from the na-
tional magazine Catholic Twin Circle,
which says, "All Americans would do
well to petition the President and the
Congress to make a Federal law-an
amendment to the Constitution if
need be-to re-establish the Sabbath
[Sunday] as a national Day of Rest."
(Also quoted in Pacific Unioll
Recorder, January 86, page 2)
After reading it to him, I asked,

"How do you feel about this?"
He said, "Personally, I go along

with it." He believes that we should
have a national Sunday law and that
all Americans should petition the
President and the Congress until they
get one. Even though I was sure that
he felt that way, I have to admit that
I was amazed when he said it.
Jerry Falwell talked with me

freely, even mentioning the Seventh-
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book with the words, "The script is
now written, subject only to last-
minute editing and stage direction.
The stage itself (albeit is yet in
darkness) is almost ready. Down in
th-c pit the subterranean orchestra is
already tuning up. The last-minute
walk-on parts are even now being
filled. Most of the main actors, one
suspects, have already taken up their
roles. Soon it will be time for them to
come on stage, ready for the curtain
to rise. The time for action will have
come."
The Word of God assures us that

Lamesurier's expectations will never
come to pass. But would they not
provide an excellent "antichrist"?
Ha ving seen the terrors of nuclear
war (the much-talked-of limited
variety), the world would be eager to
find anyone who could bring peace.
Arising in power, the devil could
easily "defeat" this "antichrist,"
proclaim himself the returned Lord
of lords, and urge observance of "the
Lord's day."
Will it happen that way? Perhaps.

As James White would say, "Where

day Adventist Church as a barrier to
getting a national Sunday law. (Like
a Mordeca i in the ga te.) He was
saying some really shocking things,
and I knew that if he had known who
I was, he would ha ve said no more. I
expected him to ask me what church I
pastored, and I was prepared to
proudly tell him, even though after
what he had said about us, his face
might have turned red. But he didn't
ask. Eventually, I gave him a copy of
my book, National Sunday Law. I
wanted him to read it and get the
three angels' messages without his
prejudice getting in the way.
I learned that Falwell has tremen-

dous power over ministers. I sa I'.' them
all around him. Judging from what I
saw there, we must get the three
angels' messages to the public, and
especially the ministers-and do it
now! If we give God's Sabbath mes-
sage to them in the right way, some
will accept it, and lead many others
to accept it too. If we don't, they will
go along in the devil's path, marked
out for them by men like Jerry
Falwell, until they urge their people
to petition for a national Sunday law.

the history is not written" it behooves
us to speak "with not too much
positiveness." His wife would add,
"The prophecies of Daniel and
Revcla tion are to be understood. They
interpret each other." "By their ful-
fillment in these last days, they will
explain themselves." The Kress
Collection, 105
What then? Is it futile to consider

future events? Certainly not. We can
often learn from the explanations
that we cannot give, as well as from
the ones we can. Though there are
certainly modifications that could be
made to the thoughts presented here,
it is difficult to find allY explanation
of the Bible and the Spirit of
Prophecy specifications that does not
involve at least as much political and
social turmoil as has been depicted
here. This is, after all, the most im-
portant lesson we can learn. The con-
fusion tha t would reign under cir-
cumstances such as these points again
to the need of fighting well the real
battle of Armageddon-the battle of
the mind and of the heart. II

Our Father loves these men and will
help us get the Sabbath message to
them. If we don't, woe be unto us!
Falwell said, "I have a divine

mandate to go right into the halls of
Congress and fight for laws that will
save America." He's a fighter. He
said, "We're in a battle; we're in a
struggle; we're in a fight." He made it
very plain to me that Sunday is worth
fighting for. Now he's fighting for
prayer in the schools. Concerning his
fighting for Sunday, he indicated
that his timing will be determined by
people like Seventh-day Adventists. I
guarantee you this-now is no time to
hide our light under a bushel! I
learned from Falwell's official (the
Field Director of the Liberty Feder-
ation) that they are organizing
thousands of churches allover the
country into Moral Action Commit-
tees that will work for a national
Sunday law. I know it's shocking, but
we don't have to live in fear, or in
excitement. We need to live in Christ.
I tell people, "Stay very close to Jesus.
Make a total surrender. There's only
one way we can fight the devil in this
matter-get the three angels' messages
out to the public. Now is the time!"

Pastor Marcussen's book, Natiollal
SUllday Law, which he mentioned
above is available from Amazing
Truth Publications, P.O. Box 738
Oracle, AZ 85623.



Preach
the Word
Ellen G. White

"But continue thou in the things
which thou hast learned and hast
bcen assured of, knowing of whom
thou hast learned them; and that
from a child thou hast known the
holy Scriptures, which are able to
make thee wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ
Jesus. All Scripture is given by in-
spiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in
righteousness: that the man of God
may be perfcct, thoroughly furnished
unto all good works." [2 Timothy
3:14-17]
The Word of God is like a treasure-

house. It is a light that shineth in
darkness. It is better to neglect any-
thing of a temporal nature' than to
neglect to search the Scriptures. God
'has appointed that through the study
of the Bible, important truth shall be
communicated to His human agents.
My heart aches as I see that even
among those who claim to be looking
for Christ's appearing in the clouds
of heaven, there are those who permit
their minds to be taken up with that
which is merely fictitious. The world
is full of such books, but God has
given us a definite work to do, and
we are not to turn to side issues, and
employ time and workers in selling
books that give no light. Christianity
is an intensely practical thing, and
those who have put on Christ should
walk even as He walked. We should
be wholly engaged in the work of
God. "Seeing then that all these
things shall be dissolved, what man-
ner of persons ough t ye to be in all
holy conversation and godliness, look-
ing for and hasting unto the coming
of the day of God?" [2 Peter II, 12]
God does not generally work mira-

cles to advance His truth. If the hus-
bandman neglects to cultivate the soil
after sowing his seed, God works no
miracle to counteract the .sure result

of neglect. In the harvest he will find
his field barren. God works according
to great principles which He has
presented to the human family, and it
is our part to mature wise plans, and
set in operation the means whereby
God shall bring about certain results.
Those who make no decided effort,
but simply wait for the Holy Spirit to
compel them to action, will perish in
darkness. We would ask those who are
waiting for a miracle, What means
have been tried which God has placed
within your. reach? We would ask
those who are hoping for some super-
natural work to be done, who simply,
say, "Believe, believe," Have you
submitted yourself to the revealed
command of God? The Lord has said,
"Thou shalt," and, "Thou shalt not."
Let all study the parable of the
talents, and realize that to every man
God has gi ven his work,-to every
man He has entrusted his talents, that
by exercising his ability, he may in-
crease his efficiency. You are not to
sit still, and do nothing in the work
of God. There is work, earnest work,
to be done for the Master in overcom-
ing evil habits that are condemned in
the Word of God, and in doing those
good things that are there com-
manded. Individually, you must battle
against evil, wrench yourself from all
hurtful associations, study God's
Word, and pray for divine aid to war
against the world, the flesh, and the
devil. You need daily light from God
to fight the good fight of faith.
He who does nothing until he feels

especially compelled to do something
for God, will never do anything. God
has given His Word, and is this not
sufficient? Can you not hear' His
voice in His Word? If you will use
God's appointed means, and diligently
search the Scriptures, having a deter-
mined purpose to obey the truth, you
'will know the doctrine whether it be
of God; but God will never work a

miracle to compel you to see His
truth. God, in giving His only begot-
ten Son to die on Calvary's cross, has
made it possible for all men to be
saved. Christ died for a ruined world,
and through the merit of Christ, God
has elected that man should have a
second trial, a second probation, a
second test as to whether he will keep
the commandments of God, or walk
in the path of transgression, as did
Adam. Through an infinite sacrifice,
God has made it possible that men
shall practice holiness in this life.
Thos"e who would ascertain their elec-
tion for the future life, may ascertain
it by their attitude of obedience to
the commandments of God. Strong
emotions, strong impulses, or desires,
for heaven, when listening to a
description of the charms of the fu-
ture life, will not prove that you are
elected to sit down with Jesus Christ
upon His throne. If you would know
the mystery of godliness, you should
follow that which has been revealed.
The conditions of eternal life have
been plainly stated. Jesus says: "If ye
love Me, keep My commandments....
He that hath My commandments, and
keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me:
and he that loveth Me shall be loved
of My Father, and I will love him,
and will manifest Myself to him....
If a man love Me, he will keep My'
words: and My Father will love him,
and We will come unto him, and make
Our abode with him. He that loveth
Me not keepeth not My sayings; and
the word which ye hear is not Mine,
but the Father's which sent Me."
[John 14:15, 21, 23, 24] Here are the
conditions upon which every soul
may be elected to be laborers together
with God, to work in harmony with
Christ, to wear His yoke, to lift His
burden, and to follow in His foot-
steps. You have been provided with
means whereby you may ascertain
what to do to make your calling and
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election sure. Search the Scriptures,
and you will find that not a son or
daughter of Adam is elected to be
saved in disobedience to God's
commandmen ts.
Should God save men in disobedi-

ence, after granting them a second
probation, putting them to the test in
this life, they would fail to regard
His-au tilori ty in - the-7Ui:\ire life-:
Those who are disloyal to Christ in
this world would be disloyal to Hiin
in the world to come, and would
create a second rebellion in heaven.
Men have the history of Adam's dis-
obedience and fall before them, and
because of this they should be warned
against venturing to transgress the
law of God. Jesus Christ has died in
order that all men may have a chance
to make their calling and election
sure; but the standard of righteous-
ness in this gospel age is no less than
it was in the days of Adam, and
hea ven will be the reward of
obedience.
The world is making void the law

of God, but Christians are elected to
faith, loyalty, and sanctification.
They are elected to obey the com-
mandments of God, although in so
doing they must lift the cross.

Will continual
transgression
make us fit
subjects of
heaven?
The Bible, just as it reads, is to be

our guide. Nothing is so calculated to
enlarge the mind and strengthen the'
intellect as the study of the Bible. No
other study will so elevate the soul
and give vigor to the faculties as the
study of the living oracles. The minds
of thousands of ministers of the
gospel are dwarfed because they are
permitted to dwell upon commonplace
things, and are not exercised in
searching for the hidden treasure of
the Word of God. As the mind is
brought to the study of God's Word,
the understanding will enlarge, and
the higher powers will develop for
the comprehension of high and enno-
bling truth. It is according to the
character of the matter with which
the mind becomes familiar that it is
dwarfed or enlarged. If the mind
not raised up to make vigorous and
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persistent effort in seeking to com-
prehend truth by comparing Scripture
with Scripture, it will surely become
contracted and lose its tone. We
should set our minds to the task of
searching for truths that do not lie'
directly upon the surface.
Ministers who are teaching Bible

truths for this time are bearrn-g to the
people a message of a most solemn
character, and they need to discipline
the mind in order tha t they may com-
prehend the grand theme of redemp-
tion. They should understand from
what man is to be redeemed, and how
he is to be brought back to the para-
dise of God. It was through disobedi-
ence that men fell; but will continued
disobedience make him acceptable to
God? Will continual transgression
make him a fit subject of heaven? Let
ministers preach the word of God. "I
charge thee therefore before God,
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall
judge the quick and the dead at His
appearing and His kingdom; Preach
the word; be instant in season, out of
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with
all long-suffering and doctrine."
[2Timothy 4: I, 2] Ministers are not to
,preach men's opinions, not to relate
anecdotes, get up theatrical perform-
ances, not to exhibit self; but as
though they were in the presence of
God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
they are to preach the Word. Let them
not bring levity into the work of the
ministry, but let them preach the
Word in a manner that will leave a
most solemn impression upon those
who hear. Let them not present their
own ideas and fanciful notions as
God's Word, but let them present the
pure Word of God, in all sincerity.
Paul mentions some ministers who

wrest the Scriptures, but when they
shall appear before the Judge of all
the earth to answer for their work,
they will wish that they had not
handled the Word of God deceitfully.
The Lord's faithful ministers will
heed the injunction given to Timothy,
"Be instant in season, out of season."
They will seize opportunities in
season at their appointments, and out
of season when in private places by
the wayside, or in families where
they shall visit. Through personal
labor they will press the truth home
upon the conscience with all earnest-
ness, declaring in fervency of spirit
that, if heeded, it will work man's
salvation, and if neglected, his
condemnation. They must not only
warn men, but reprove, rebuke, ex-
hort with all long-suffering and
doctrine. Many, many opportunities
are unimproved because ministers con-
sider the occasion as one out of
season; but even under forbidding

circumstances, the Lord may fasten
the word of tru th in to the conscience
of the hearer. "In the morning sow
thy seed, and in the evening withhold
not thine hand: for thou knowest not
whether shall prosper, either this or
that, or whether they both shall be
alike good." [Ecclesiastes 11:6]

He was not a
good minister;
he was merely
a preacher
Satan can furnish men with end-

less excuses and evasions to cause
them to neglect the duty of speaking
words of warning to those who are
erring, and of presenting the truth as
it is in Jesus to souls who are perish-
ing. The minister who loves to ser-
monize will be in danger of preaching
to a great length, as though a multi-
tude of words was all-essential, and
thus he will become so weary that he
will have neither disposition nor
strength to engage in personal effort
when he has an opportunity of com-
ing heart to heart with his hearers.
The minister should be ready to open
the Bible, and according as cir-
cumstances shall require, read
reproof, rebuke, warning, or comfort
to those who listen. He should teach
the truth, rightly dividing the Word,
suiting out portions that will be as
meat in due season to those with
whom he associates. Too many minis-
ters neglect to deal faithfully with
those with whom they come in con-
tact. They leave plain dealing to be
done by other ministers; for they do
not want to run the risk of losing the
friendship of those for whom they
la bor. If ministers would deal at the
right time with those who err, they
would prevent an accumulation of
wrong, and save souls from death. If
the work of reproving is neglected by
one minister, and taken up by
another, those who are reproved,
receive the impression that the minis-
ter who did not point_out their errors
was a good minister. But this is not
the case; he was merely a preacher,
not a worker together with God for
the suppression of sin. In the meek-
ness of Jesus, you should do the work
which gives full proof of your min-
istry. You should show a heartfelt
sorrow for sin, but manifest no un-
holy passion in reproving the error.



All your efforts must be made with
long-suffering and doctrine; and if
you see but meager results of your
work, do not be discouraged. This ex-
perience will call for the manifesta-
tion of long-suffering and patience.
Keep working, be discreet, be discern-
ing, understand when to speak and
when to keep silence.
Paul charged Timothy to "preach

the word," but there was yet another
pa rt to be done,-"to reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all long-suffering and
doctrine." This work cannot be
neglected with safety. Ministers must
be instant in season and out of
season, watching for souls as they
that must give an account. They must
exercise great carefulness. Watch in
all things, watch for the devices of
Satan, lest you be beguiled from
doing the disagreeable part of the
work. Difficulties must not in-
timidate or discourage you. Having

well-balanced minds and established
characters, meet the difficulties, and
in overcoming them gain a rich exper-
ience. Do the work of an evangelist,-
water and cultivate the seed already
sown. When a new church has been
raised up, it should not be left des-
titute of help. The minister should
develop the talent in the church, that
meetings may be profitably kept up.
Timothy was commanded to go from
church to church, as one who should
do this kind of work, and build up
the churches in the most holy faith.
He was to do the work of an evange-
list, and this is an even more impor-
tant work than that of the ministers.
He was to preach the word, but he
was not to be settled over one church.
Be determined that you will not

shun the disagreeable part of the
work, ana by unfaithfulness be a
partner to the ruin of some human
soul. If we are Christia,ns indeed, we

shall have in us the spirit of Him who
died for the perishing. We shall love
the erring and the sinner too well to
fla tter him, and thus encourage him
in his course oi wrongdoing. We must
watch for souls as they that must give
an account. We must be sure that we
display that love that is holy and
sanctified, not that favor which
savors of sentimentalism. There is an
abundance of this counterfeit current
in the world; but it is not current
with God. We must unfurl the banner
which the Eternal has given to us to
be displayed in the world. If we are
true to God in minor matters, we
shall have a holy boldness when we
are called upon to make wise decis-
ions, and shall be enabled to have a
close walk with God, and be laborers
together with God. iii

Review and Herald, September 28, 1897

The Joy of Knowing Jesus

Darla Maydole
Have you ever awakened in the

morning, just before sunrise, and
looked out a window at the tree tops
with the light shining through the
·leaves? The still of the morning seems
to speak to you, filling your heart
with joy. Have you ever stopped to'
think who it was that gave you the
joy of that moment?
Psalm 16:11 says, "Thou wilt show

mc the path of life: in Thy presence
is fullness of joy; at Thy right hand
there are pleasures for evermore."
What a promise-to feel that joy
forever, not just for the few fleeting
minutes of a sunrise.

We need to pause and realize that
we are in the presence of God. He
sends His angels to guard us, and they
sec His face. If we would stop to
think of these things more, we would
not want to sleep as do others, but
watch and be ready to fulfill His
commands, to be God's obedient sons
and daughters. As humans we crave
happiness, love, and security, but
obedience is the key to all true joy.

We must take time to turn from
our busy, worldly lives, and look back

two thousand years to the life of
Jcsus. Jesus, our Lord, who lived and
suffered and died, but now lives
again-and still loves us.
He wants to give us joy, security,

and so much more. The wants of our
soul only Christ can satisfy."Christ
was treated as we deserve, that we
might be treated as He deserves. He
was condemned for our sins, in which
He had no share, that we might be
justified by His righteousness, in
which we had no share. He suffered
the death which was ours, that we
might receive the life which was
His." The Desire 0/ Ages, 25
Oh, look to Jesus! He loves you. He

dicd for yOll. It's easy to say that
Jesus died for the world, but we need
to know that He died for "me," the
one weak, sinful human being that I
am. He loves each one of us. He wants
us to surrender our will to Him each
day, for this is the first step to find-
ing complete joy. Once we make that
decision to become i child 'orGod by'
fully surrendering our will to His, we
are protected by His righteous law.
Then we can know Him as our dear

Companion. "In our knowledge of
Christ and His love the kingdom of
God is placed in the midst of us."
(Christ's Object Lessons, 317) We be-
come an ambassador of Christ and
our home becomes the embassy of
hea ven, no longer a part of this earth.
"Put on the whole armour of God,

that ye may be able to stand against
all the wiles of the devil. For we
wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places."
(Ephesians 6:11, 12) By daily putting
on His armour, we will have victory.
As we daily learn of Jesus, He will
change us to be like Him.
We will find freedom in Him, for

the law of God is the law of liberty.
"Our spirit and will may become so
identified with His spirit and will
that in thought and aim we shall be
one with Him." (aliI' High Calling,
219) Perfect joy comes at last from
perfect surrender. Iii!i
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The message to Laodicea is God's
last message to His remnant church,
yet we as a people-from leadership
on down to laity-have never under-
stood this message. It is an urgent
message from heaven to stir the
church to revival and reformation. It
is a message to open our blind eyes to
see our wretchedness, our spiritual
poverty. Laodicea has lost her
spiritual discernment and is so much
like the world in her institutions, her
business transactions, her eating, her
dress, and her deportment that the
. world now accepts her as one with
them. This new-found acceptance,
and plain old-fashioned materialism,
have so captivated our thinking that
we feel increased in goods and in
need of nothing. We either do not feel
a need for a close relationship with
Jesus, or we flatter ourselves that we
have found a relationship with Christ
that caters to our sins.
Yet the truth is that the Laodicean

condition is a lost condition. The im-
pact of this know-not experience was
already being felt in the remnant
church in 1852. We read the inspired
words of the prophet:
"As I have of late looked around

to find the humble followers of the
meek and lowly Jesus, my mind has
been much ·exercised. Many who
profess to be looking for the speedy
coming of Christ are becoming con-
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formed to this world and scek more
earnestly the applause of those
around them than the approbation of
God. They are cold and formal, like
the nominal churches from which
they but a short time since separated.
The words addressed to the Laodicean
church describe their present condi-
tion perfectly." Early Writings, 107
This devastating condition has

kcpt the church from fulfilling its
gospel commission. We could have
finished the work soon after 1844 if
we had accepted the third angels'
messagc (the Laodicean message) by
experience, which is victory over
every sin by the power of the Holy
Spirit. See Testimonies, vol. 6, 450;
Selectea Messages, vol. 1, 08;
Testimonies, vol. I, 144; Education,
257; Acts of the Apostles, 531, 532,
564-567
The Laodieean message that should

have brought the church to its knees
praying and pleading for repentance
has failed from 1852 to this day.
Why? Because of the "hardness of our
hearts," because "we failed to see the
powerful work accomplished in a
short time," beca use of "some
cherished idoL" We are refusing to let
God purify us from "our selfishness,
our pride, and evil passions." Instead
we are "leaning on a false hope" tha t
our profession will save us. "Our
pride, our love to follow the fashions

of the world, our vain and empty
conversa tion, our selfishness," Ellen
White warned, are "against us." See
Testimonies, vol. 1, 186-190

Aimlessly Drifting

By our rejection of the Laodicean
message we have been in a wilderness
experience, just as Israel was in the
days of Moses and Joshua. Just as
they wandered aimlessly about in the
wilderness during the time of their
partial rejection while they were un-
der the divine rebuke, so modern Is-
rael are said to be "drifting" as
though they were "without chart or
compass."
"The solemn question should come

home to every member of our
churches, How are we standing before
God, as the professed followers of
Jesus Christ? ... Spiritual death has
come upon the people who should be
manifesting life and zeal, purity and
consecration, by the most earnest
devotion to the cause of truth. The
facts concerning the real condition of
the professed people of God, speak
more loudly than their profession,
and make it evident that some power
has cu t the cable tha t a nchored them
to the Eternal Rock, and that they are
drifting away to sea, without chart or'
compass." Rel'iew and Herald, July 24,
1888



God speaks to us concerning our
apostasy:
"As many as I love, I rebuke and

chasten: be zealous therefore, and
repen t." Revela tion 3: 19
"As many as I love I rebuke and

chasten" indicates that the Laodieean
church is under the divine rebuke be-
cause of her spiritual state. The
Laodieean message is a divine rebuke;
it is evidence of a partial rejection or
separa tion. The union between Christ
and the church is not complete, as is
evident from the fact that He is out-
side the door knocking and pleading
to be invited in. He is not in the in-
nermost sanctuary of the hearts of
His people, and He does not have full
possession of His church-temple.
"Since the time of the Minneapolis

meeting I have seen the state of the
Laodieean church as never before. I
have heard the rebuke of God spoken
to those who feel so well satisfied,
who know not their spiritual desti-
tution.... Like the Jews, many have
closed their eyes lest they should see:
but there is as great peril now, in
closing the eyes to light, and in walk-
ing apart from Christ, feeling need of
nothing, as there was when He was
upon earth." Review and Herald,
August 26,1890
The Laodicean message is here

called "the rebuke of God," and
Laodieeans are said to be "walking
apart from Christ."
"The rebuke of God is upon us be-

cause of our neglect of solemn
responsibilities. His blessings have
been withdrawn because the tes-
timonies He has given have not been
heeded by those who profess to
believe them. Oh, for a religious
a \Va kening! The angels of God are
going from church to church, doing
their duty; and Christ is knocking at
the door of your hearts for entrance.
But the means that God has devised
to awaken the church to a sense of
their spiritual destitution, have not
been regarded. The voice of the True
Witness has been heard in reproof,
but has not been obeyed. Men have
chosen to follow their own way, in-
stead of God's way, because self was
not crucified in them. Thus the light
has had but little effect upon their
minds and hearts.... If you wait for
light to come in a way that will
please everyone, you will wait in
vain. If you wait for louder calls or
better opportunities, the light will be
withdrawn, and you will be left in
darkness." Testimonies, vol. 5, 719, 720

We must now give this important
message to our people. The hour is
very late. Ellen White depicts the
conditions of our day and then says
only a moment of time yet remains.
"We are 'standi'ng--upon the

threshold of great and solemn events.
Prophecies are fulfilling. Strange,
eventful history is being recorded in
the books of heaven. Everything in
our world is in agitation. There are
wars and rumors of wars. The nations
are angry, and the time of the dead
has come, that they should be judged.
Events are changing to bring about
the day of God, which hasteth
greatly. Only a moment of time, as it
were, yet remains. But while already
nation is rising against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom, there is
not now a general engagement. As yet
the four winds are held until the ser-
vants of God shall be sealed in their
foreheads. Then the powers of earth
will marshal their forces for the last
great battle." Testimonies, vol. 6, 14

lIf Utr arr not now
willing to br mubr
willing to 1'"omr into

1inr witlI tlIr
iCaobi1'"run mrzzagr,
tlIr zraling ungr1will
zoon pazz uz by,
nrlJrr to rrturn

Our Only Hope

"My brethren, you are disregard-
ing the most sacred elaims of God by
your neglect to consecra tc yoursel ves
and your children to Him. Many of
you are reposing in false security, ab-
sorbed in selfish interests, and at-
tracted by earthly treasures. You fear
no evil. Danger seems a great way
off. You will be deceived, deluded, to
your eternal ruin unless you arouse
and with penitence and deep humilia-
tion return unto the Lord.
"Again and again has the voice

from heaven addressed you. Will you
obey this voice? Will you heed the
counsel of the True Witness to seek
the gold tried in the fire, the white
raiment, and the eyesalve? The gold is
faith and love, the white raiment is
the righteousness of Christ, the
eyesalve is that spiritual discernment
which will enable you to see the wiles
of Satan and shun them, to detect sin
and abhor it, to see truth and obey it.
"The deadly lethargy of the world

is paralyzing your senses. Sin no

longer appears repulsive because you
are blinded by Satan. The judgments
of God are soon to be poured out
upon the earth. 'Escape for thy life' is
the warning from the angels of God.
Other voices are heard saying: 'Do
not become excited; there is no' cause
for special alarm.' Those who are at
ease in Zion cry 'Peace and safety,'
while heaven declares that swift
destruction is a bou t to come upon the
transgressor." Testimonies, vol. 5, 233
To apply the eyesalve so that we

can see our wretchedness now in this
crisis hour, to accept our present
blindness, and repent is our only
hope. We are told "few" Seventh-day
Adventists will endure to the end and
be saved. What a tragedy! See Testi-
monies, vol. 5, 10, 50, 136; Testimonies,
vol. 8, 41; Testimonies, vol. 1,608,609
May God help us to bring life back

to our churches soon. Yes, now.

A Cure for Laodicea

God tells us how reformation can
be a reality now:
"To my ministering brethren I

would say, Prosecute this work with
tact and ability. Set to work the
young men and the young women in
our churches. Combine the medical
missionary work with the proclama-
tion of the third angels' message.
Make regular, organized efforts to
lift the churches out of the dead level
into which they have fallen, and have
remained for years. Send into the
church workers who will set the prin-
ciples of health reform in their con-
nection with the third angels' message. .
before every family and individual.
Encourage all to take a part in work
for their fellow men, and see if the
breath of life will not quickly return
.to these churches. Welfare Ministry,
124
In the ligh t of the inspired sta te-

ments in this chapter, we all-leaders,
pastors, and laity-must now make a
decision. If we are not now willing to
be made willing to come into line
with the Laodieean message, into
obedience to all truth, and by the
power of God live the truth, to have
victory over every sin, the sealing an-
gel will soon pass us by never to
return, and we will be lost for
eternity. May God help us to make
the preparation today and every day,
moment by moment, practicing the
presence of Jcsus in our lives. Then
full assurance is ours. Salvation is
promised to those who overcome.
"He that overcometh, the same

shall be clothed in white raiment; and
I will not blot out his name out of the
book of life, but I will confess his
name before My Father, and before
His angels." Revelation 3:5 II
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Importance
of Trust

In God
"And Asa cried unto the Lord his

God, and said, LORD, it is nothing
with Thee to help, whether with
many, or with them that have no
power: help us, 0 LORD our God; for
we rest on Thee, and in Thy name we
go against this multitude. 0 LORD,
Thou art our God; let not man prevail
against Thee. So the LORD smote the
Ethiopians before Asa, and before
Judah; and the Ethiopians fled. And
Asa and the people that were with
him pursued them unto Gerar: and
the Ethiopians were overthrown, that
they could not recover themselves; for
they were destroyed before the LORD,
and before His host; and they carried
away very much spoil. 2 Chronicles
14:11-13
Here is brought before us the fact

that when ancient Israel trusted in
the Lord their God He always
wrought for them. Here was a large
army; thousands and thousands were
brought up against them, and it
looked to them that with their small
army they would certainly be over-
come. But here we see that Asa's trust
was in the Lord God of Israel. It was
not in their number, but he believed
that the Lord could deliver them by
few as well as by many. He reached
out for God, and his faith took hold
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upon the Lord, and the Lord gra-
ciously heard and answered the peti-
tion of Asa; and they obtained the
victory because God was wholly on
their side.
This was, indeed, a test and trial to

the faith of those who served the
Lord of the armies of Israel. They
had fears that sin might be so
cherished in their midst that God
could not do wonderful things in
their behalf. It was a vast number
that they had to meet, a thousand
thousand men. But Asa had not been
giving himself to amusement and
pleasure; in time of peace he had
been preparing for any emergency; he
had an army trained for conflict; but
how few were their numbers when
compared with their enemies! Did this
appearance weaken their faith? Did it
·discourage effort?-No; faith in-
creased and strengthened for the
occasion-not in self-confidence, but
in the only One in whom they could
trust. The prayers of Asa were not
offered in vain. He had sought the
Lord in the days of his prosperity,
and now he could rely upon Him in
days of adversity. He showed by his

Ellen G. White

petitions that he was not a stranger to
the Lord's wonderful power. "It is
nothing with Thee to help, whether
with many, or with them that have no
power: Help us, 0 Lord our God, for
we rest on Thee, and in Thy name we
go against this multitude. 0 Lord,
Thou art God; let not man prevail
against Thee." [2 Chronicles 14:11]
This is an appropriate prayer for

us to make. Our prospects are any-
thing but flattering. There are vast
numbers arrayed against the truth,
whom we must meet in presenting the
light to others. Our hope is not in our
knowledge of the truth, and in our
own ability, but in the living God.
And if, like king Asa, we have edu-
cated ourselves, and educated and
trained others, to be familiar with the
truth, who wear the armor of right-
eousness, ready to meet the enemies
of God and the truth, we have done
our part of the work in the way of
preparation; and then the living faith
in God must be exercised to work
with the efforts of the workers. God's
glory is at stake. And there should be
decided effort as far as human effort
is concerned, and living faith for the
mighty God to manifest His power,
else all will prove a failure. God
defeated the enemies of Israel. He put



their forces into disorder. They fled
they knew not whither. Who can
stand before the Lord God of Israel?
Now we are not warring against

flesh and blood, but against prin-
cipalities and powers and spiritual
wickedness in high places. The Lord
would encourage us to look to Him as
the source of all our strength, the One
who is able to help us. We may look to
men, and they will give us counsel,
and yet this may be defeated; but
when the God of Israel undertakes
work for us, He will make it a
success. We want to know that we are
right before God; if we are not right
before Him, then we want to make an
earnest effort to come in right rela-
tion to Him. We must set everything
right: we must follow out the require-
ments of God, and then expect God to
work with our efforts. (2 Chron.
20:15) God works in us by the light of
His truth. We are to be obedient to all
His commandments.
Oh that we could take this point

into consideration, that the work in
which we are engaged is not our work
but God's work, and we as humble in-
struments are laborers together with
Him; and with an eye single to God's
glory, not mistake the beginning of
the Christian life for its consum-
mation, but see the necessity of train-
ing upon the earth to prepare us for
doing God's will! We are not to lift up
oursel ves, not to be self-confiden t,
but to trust in God, knowing that He
is willing and able to help us. God
will work with His people, but we
want to be in that position where our
trust and confidence will become
firm in Him.

We should examIne
our own hearts, and
see that everything
that is not in
accordance with
God's will is

separated from us

I wanted to bring these things
before you, that you might see the
importance of our coming into work-
ing order individually. We should ex-
amine our own hearts, and see that
everything that is not in accordance
with God's will is separated from us.
There is with human nature one great
difficulty: where the individual is
not connecte.d with God in anywise,
the natural disposition reveals itself.

You will find many
difficulties in your
way, which you must
meet and overcome in
the name of Jesus

Now, if Satan can crowd selfishness
in among those connected with this
precious work of God, if they become
self-righteous, independent of their
brethren, independent of God, we
need not expect that the blessing of
God will attend our work; but if our
hearts are pure, and uncorrupted with
selfishness, we shall present the truth
as it is in Jesus; and then we will
have the blessing of the Lord.
There is constant danger of drop-

ping Jesus out of your la bor; bu t
when the truth is presented in meek-
ness and grace as it is in Jesus, it is
then you reveal Jesus Christ in every
effort you make, and as you seek to
approach souls you are revealing
Christ to all those with whom you are
brought in contact. If you are resting
upon the loving Saviour as your only
hope, if self is hid with Christ in
God, God will be with you, and you
will be with Him. You will feel and
know the power of true religion; your
influence will be used wholly for
God's glory; you will not ha ve a high
estimate. <;>f yourselves. The path is
narrow that leads to eternal life. You
will find many difficulties in your
way, which you must meet and over-
come in the name of Jesus. What dis-
couragements the disciples met when
they saw Him in whom their hopes
were centered mocked in the judg-
ment hall, scourged, and suffering the
most shameful death by crucifixion!
And what triumph on the part of
Satan as he bruised His heel when
Jesus was nailed to the cross, amid
the revilings of evil men who claimed
the highest piety! After He had been
enelosed in the tomb, His enemies ex:
pected to see the disciples dis-
couraged, ashamed, and deny, as did
Peter, all knowledge of Him. But
when these disciples went forth in
faith, in holy boldness preaching a
risen Saviour, their enemies marveled;
for they did not present Jesus but as
a Prince of life, risen from the dead,
ascended into the hea vens to make in-
tercession for His followers, when
their enemies and others took knowl-
edge of them that they had been with

Jesus. Thus should it be with be-
lievers of the tru tho
Here, then, is the power that the

people of God are to have, and which
will give them the victory in these
last days. Every ism is existing. Every
kind of false doctrine is prevailing
everywhere, and the truth of God
that is preached now involves a cross.
But the truth must go to all cities and
villages, into the highways and
hedges. The apostle exhorts believers
to "fight the good fight of faith,"
and "run with patience the race that
is set before us, looking unto Jesus
the Author and Finisher of our
faith." [Hebrews 12:1,2] Men are al-
ways trying to make an easier way to
hea ven than that which the Lord has
commanded. But we can see that there
were conditions that the children of
Israel were to comply with on their
part. They were to seek the Lord, the
children with the parents. This is the
very work we are to do. There is not
one half the seeking of the Lord there
should be with us. We know not how

What we want at the
present time is to
examIne our own
hearts

soon our cases may come up in the
Judgment, and in our present condi-
tion many will be disowned of Jesus.
We are too apt to let the little cares of
this life take our attention, and as
soon as we do this we are bereft of
our strength.
What we want at the present time

is to examine our own hearts, to dis-
cover if there is anything in them
that is not right before God. If we
teach the truth according to our own
ways, we shall see tha t there will not
always be perfect harmony as there
should be. But if we teach the truth
as it is in Jesus, we shall teach it in
the spirit of the true Educator; and
we will not have various opinions,
and cling to our own ideas with
tenacity, but we will see eye to eye.
And while we thus teach, believing
that Jesus will help us to present the
truth as it is in Him, then we may
expect His help, and we will have it.
We have not today a Saviour enclosed
in Joseph's new tomb, but we have a
risen Saviour, One who stands in the
presence of God for us, whose glory
overshadows the mercy seat, under

Continued on 26
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Need
Greatest

who claim to be Christians would be-
have like Christians. How much bet-
ter it would be if all would cease
speaking of their own good works
and ways, indulging their self-esteem;
refrain from the putting forth of the
finger, imagining evil, and using
their influence to weaken, oppress,
and destroy. If men will not come to
terms made by the leading workers,
they will not entertain them, they do
not care what results may follow
their injustice. With them it is rule or
ruin. God has not appointed any man
to do such work. And no human being
shall be permitted to proscribe my
liberty or intrench upon the perfect
freedom of my brethren, without
hearing my voice lifted in protest
against it.
God will move upon men of

humble position in society, men who
ha ve not become insensible to the
bright rays of light through so long
contemplating the light of truth, and
refusing to make any improvement or
advancement therein. Many such will
be seen hurrying hither and thither,
constrained by the Spirit of God to
bring the light to others. The truth,
the Word of God, is as a fire in their
bones, filling them with a burning
desire to enlighten those who sit in
darkness. Many, even among the
uneducated, now proclaim the words
of the Lord. Children are impelled by
the Spirit to go forth and declare the
message from Heaven. The Spirit is
poured out upon all who will yield to
its promptings, and, casting off all
man's machinery, his binding rules
and cautious methods, they will
declare the truth with the might of
the Spirit's power. Multitudes will
receive the faith and join the armies
of the Lord.
The seven last plagues are about to

descend upon the disobedient. Many
have let the gospel invitation go
unheeded; they have been tested and
tried; but mountainous obstacles have
seemed to loom up before their faces,
blocking their onward march.
Through faith, perseverance, and
courage, many will surmount these
obstructions and walk out into the
glorious light. Almost unconsciously
barriers have been erected in the
strait and narrow way; stones of
stumbling have been placed in the
path; these will all be rolled away.
The safeguards which false shepherds
have thrown around their flocks will
become as naught; thousands will step
out into the light, and work to spread
the light. Heavenly intelligences will
combine with the human agencies.

t
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He wishes to use certain ones as His
agents for the promulgation of truth.
But He will use whom He will use. He
will pass by men who have not fol-
lowed His counsel, men who feel
capable and sufficient to work in
their own wisdom; and He will use
other who are thought by these sup-
posedly wise ones to be wholly
incompetent. Many who have some
talent think that they are necessary to
the cause of God. Let them beware
lest they stretch themselves beyond
their measure, and the Lord shall
lea ve them to their own ways, to be
filled with their own doings. None
are to exercise their human authority
to bind the minds and souls of their
fellowmen. They are not to devise
and put in practice methods and
plans to bring every individual under
their jurisdiction.
Those who know the truth are to

be worked by the Holy Spirit, and not
themselves to try to work the Spirit.
If the cords are drawn much tighter,
if the rules are made much finer, if
men continue to bind their fellow
laborers closer and closer to the com-
mandments of men, many will be
stirred by the Spirit of God to break
every shackle, and assert their liberty
in Christ Jesus. If men would act
toward their fellowmen as to those
whom Christ loves, if they would
obey the commandment to "love thy
neighbor as thyself," there would be
sweet harmony among the brethren.
How much better it would be if those

G.Ellel1
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God has not appointed any man

guide, nor made any man conscience
for another; therefore let human
hands be withheld from restraining
His scrvants who feel the burden to
enter His vineyard to labor. Let God
work with His own chosen agents by
His Holy Spirit. No human being is to
sit in judgment upon his brother.
Neither are any to feel that they can
handle roughly the precious pearls
for which Christ gave His life. The
pearl, the precious human pearl, was
found by Christ. Let man be warned;
be careful how you treat the Lord's
"peculiar treasure." All discourtesy,
all pain, all neglect, which these souls
suffer at your hands, is charged
against you as inflicted upon Jesus
Christ. They are not to be treated in a
lordly, commanding manner. Laws
and rules are being made a t the cen-
ters of the work that will soon be
broken into atoms. Men are not to
dicta teo It is not for those in places of
authority to employ all their powers
to sustain some, while others are cast
down, ignored, forsaken, and left to
perish. But it is the duty of the
leaders to lend a helping hand to all
who are in need. Let each work in the
line which God may indicate to him
by His Holy Spirit. The soul is ac-
countable to God alone. Who can say
how many avenues of light have been
closed by arrangements which the
Lord has not advised or instituted?
The Lord does not ask permission of
those in responsible positions when
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Thus encouraged, the church will
indeed arise and shine, throwing all
her sanctified energies into the
contest; thus the design of God is
accomplished; the lost pearls are
recovered. Prophets have discerned
this grand work afar off, and have
caught the inspiration of the hour,
and traced the wonderful descriptions
of things yet to be.
Our people have had great light;

and yet much of our ministerial force
is exhausted on the churches, in
teaching those who should be
teachers; enlightening those who
should be "the light of the world";
watering-those from whom should
flow springs of living water; enrich-
ing those who might be veritable
mines of precious truth; repeating the
gospel invitation to such as should be
sca ttered to the uttermost parts of the
earth communicating the message of
Heaven to many who have not had
the privileges which they have
-enjoyed; feeding those who should beIn the byways-a-n-d- highw-ays herald--
ing the invitation, "Come; for all
things are now ready." Come to the
gospel feast; come to the supper of
the Lamb; "for all things are now
ready."

The past) present)
and future are
linked together.
We must learn
lessons from the
experiences of
other ages

Now is -the time for earnest wres-
tling with God. Our voices should
join with the Saviour's in that
wonderful prayer: "Thy kingdom
come. Thy wiH be done in earth, as it
is in heaven." Let the whole earth be
filled with His glory. Many may ask,
"Who is sufficient for these things?"
The responsibility rests upon every
individual. "Not that we are suffi-
cient of ourselves to think anything
as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is
of God."[2 Corinthians 3:5] The
scheme of salvation is not to be

worked out under the laws and rules
speci fiect by men. There must be no
fixed rules; our work is a progressive
work, and there must be room left for
methods to be improved upon. But
under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, unity must and will be
preserved.
All the revelations of the past

bring added responsibilities upon the
workers in these last days. The past,
present, and future are linked
together. We must learn lessons from
the experiences of other ages. If there
are any of our brethren who think
that they have devised plans by
which they can secure a monopoly of
any line of God's work, they are
released from all such burdens. In-
dividually we form a part of the
great whole, fulfilling our part in the
scenes· foreseen long ages ago. In the
counsels of God a place was assigned
to every person, and each one is to
devote his entire ability, his in-
fluence, the energy of his whole
being, in an earnest endeavor to dis-
charge the responsibility laid upon
him. It is the duty of every human in-
telligence to put into daily practice
the instructions of Christ in the
seventeenth chapter of John by living
a practical, Christian life. We are to
be united to one another in the bonds
of Christlike love. This is the path
.marked out for aiL By following in it,
without boasting, without self
exaltation, we may satisfy the high
claims of God upon us. If any are in-
clined to boast of their superior
talents, let them bear in mind that
these talents are another's, only lent
to them for a season, and that if they
are not employed in the Lord's work,
they will be taken from them. Make
no boasts of your extensive know-
ledge and influence. The great plan
of redemption connects every man
with his fellow laborer. The influence
of the past helps to mold the work of
the present, and that in its turn
enables us to lay hold of the work
line after line, upon which we may
carryon the future work. All these
agencies have a close relation, not
only to time, but to the endless ages
of the future, reaching into eternity.
Let man now cease to trust in man.

While they should respect God's plan
for unity of action, let all remember
that the Holy Spirit is molding and
fashioning the human agent in the
divine similitude. The life that is hid
with Christ in God is revealed
through men. We are now living in
the closing scenes of this world's

history. Let men tremble with the
sense of the responsibility of knowing
the truth. The ends of the world are
come. Proper consideration of these
things will lead all to make an entire
consecration of all that they have and
are to their God. There should be no
boasting, no seeking for the highest
places; but all should be ambitious to
do with fidelity, with an eye single to
the glory of God, the sacred work
which it is our exalted privilege to
engage in. The eye should not be so
constantly looking to man, studying
the plans which men devise; but
rather seeking for a knowledge of the
plans which are determined by the
Source of all wisdom. Then there will
be no danger of having plans for the
work contaminated by flowing
through impure human channels.

The eye sllould
not be so

constantly looking
to Tnan) studying
the plans Wllich
men devise

Look to God; pray to God; wait and
watch and pray to God; work for
God. The weighty obligation of warn-
ing a world of its coming doom is
upon us. From every direction, far
and near, calls are coming to us for
'help. The church, devotedly conse-
crated to the work, is "to carry the
message to the world: Come to the
gospel feast; the supper is prepared,
come. The weak must not now trust in
!finite men if they would be as David,
'and David as the angel of the Lord.
If we have ever importuned God,
wrestling for His blessing as did
Jacob, let it be now. God calls to the
church to arise and clothe herself
with the garments of Christ's
righteousness. Crowns, immortal
crowns, are to be won. The kingdom
of heaven is to be gained. A world,
perishing in sin, is to be enlightened.
The lost pearl is to be found. The lost
sheep is to be brought back in safety
to the fold. Who will join in the
search? Who will bear the light to
those who are wandering in the dark-
ness of error? iii
Review alld Herald, July 23, 1895
Part two, of a two part series.
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gducatiohl.

uUehltaQ

As early as 1974 it was reported
tha tat least 1.4 million children in
the United States under the age of 1&
had emotional problems of sufficient
severity to warrant urgent attention,
and tha t as many as ten million more
required psychiatric help of some
kind if they were ever to achieve the
potential that medical progress on
other fronts had made possible. Some
now suggest a figure as high as 30
million, an inordinately large segment
of the under-I& population of the
United States. This figure is not
limited to mild neurotic conditions,
but also includes deep psychological
problems such as autism, schizo-
phrenia, and hyperkinesia. As one
psychia trist quoted in the article says,
"The fortunate child is the one with
good heredity and adequate care
provided by two parents who are able
to recognize and meet the child's
needs in early life, and a minimum of
chronic overwhelming stress situa-
tions as the child grows up."
"Troubled Children, the Quest For
Help," Newsweek, April &, 1974
Unfortunately, fewer children

today have the privilege of a two-
parent home, nor do they have an en-
vironment which is devoid of stress-
ful situations. It was further pointed

22 Our Firm FOl/ndation June, 1986

out that today's mobile socicty has
almost abolished the extended family
concept in which aunts, uncles,
grandparents, and other relatives
form a further fabric of support for
the growing child. Thus the Christian
Church, if properly organized, and
alert, must become part of the ex-
tended family to the children of its
members, and in this sense adults
should consider themsel ves the
fathers and mothers of all the
children of the church.
One psychiatrist quoted in the

report indicated that he did not
believe that two parents, let alone
one, could rear a child entirely alone,
and therefore church support is
critical. We face the situation where
many young children do not have the
privilege of a mother constantly with'
them during the day. The complexity
of society, together with the drive for
modern conveniences, frequently
means that both parents work. We
would certainly agree with Dr. Salk's
opinion, "I'd rather see people not
have children at all than leave in-
fants in a day-care center."
There would be no question that.

under almost all circumstances the
mother is the best able to care for her
child in the early formative years,

and this God-given responsibility
should only under the most pressing
circumstances be placed in the hands
of someone else. It is far better to
have fewer of the so-called comforts
of life than for a child to be without
his mother for long periods of the
day.
The survey incorporated into the

report went on to pinpoint as one of
the great causes of mental breakdown
in children the devastating influence
of television. "In today's push-button
society children tend to learn about
the world around them vicariously by
television. Many of our children and
young people have been everywhere
by ear and eye and almost nowhere in
the realities of their self-initiated
experience. Much of what the chil-
dren see is a vivid depiction of war,
violence and social upheaval. Aggres-
sion has become one of the most per-
vasive childhood experiences of all.
Children learn of abnormal behavior
by observing other people." (ibid.) It
is now accepted tha t television is
playing a primary role in the estab-
lishment of the value system of
society and is significantly affecting
attitudes and morals. That the televi-
sion is depicting much which is in
contradistinction to biblical morality



is a sober warning to parents who
ha ve the moral and spiritual well-
being of their children at heart. Even
advertising and news bulletins often
emphasize that which is immoral or
distasteful.
It is ironic to look back a hundred

or so years ago and see that the
philosophers and educators of the age
often pointed to universal education
as the solution to the social ills of the
world, claiming tha t if we could ha ve
universal education we'd be able to
close most of our prisons, psychia tric
wards, and poorhouses. The thrust for
universal education gained great im-
petus in the United States and indeed
in many other parts of the world.
However, in the latter part of the
twentieth century we are much wiser
than to believe this theory. Indeed,
we have increased our problems in all
three areas. We ha ve to look for wa ys
of improving the situation.
Where does mental health begin?

Well, it begins before the initiation of
a new life into the world. Of course
the health of the child begins with
the parcnts. A well-adjusted family
environment is perhaps the greatest
legacy the parents can give to their'
children in developing sound and
secure mental health. Thus, respon-
sible parenthood requires that parents
have a secure and well-adjusted life-
style before initiating a new life
within the family. This fact is fun-
damental if parents are not to com-'
mence the prenate's life with that
which will predispose him to a faulty
character.

Emotional outbursts
by the mother can
lead to emotional
behavior patterns In
prenatal life

The responsibility of the mother is
particularly important. In the forma-
tive prenatal months it is essential
that the mother follow a simple life-
style not given to frequent bursts of
emotionality. There is abundant evi-
dence of the profound influence of
the earliest intrauterine experience of
the child upon subsequent emotional,
physical and personality character-
istics. Strong emotionality leads to
sympa thetic nervous system reaction,
such as the secretion of adrenalin and
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other substances into the bloodstream.
Though the placenta is a good filter,
it does not prevent these substances
from entering the bloodstream of the
fetus, resulting in its hypcractivity.
Frequent emotional outbursts by the
mother prior to birth can lead to emo-
tional behavior patterns in prenatal
life. These reactions militate against
the development of sound mental
health.
Often parents of highly emotional

infants wrongly conclude the cause is
genetic, overlooking the critical role
of the prenatal environment. The
parents who themselves are calm and
happy during the time of pregnancy
tend to predetermine to a marked ex-
tent a similar temperament in the
child. The thoughts and feelings of
the mother are important. If she is
self-centered and easily hurt, this
sensitiveness will inevitably affect
the disposition of the child.
Christian parenthood is not acci-

dental. It is planned. This preparation
involves economics and living condi'-
tions, but above all it encompasses the
spiritual life of the would-be parents.
Only when they are in harmony with
Christ will the Holy Spirit empower
them and overshadow the unborn. An
excellent example of this truth is
given in the Scriptures in the lives of
Zacharias and Elisabeth, the parents
of John the Baptist. "Elisabeth was
filled with the Holy Ghost." (Luke
1:4 I") .." A-li(f -hIsfather-zacharlaswas
filled with the Holy Ghost." (Luke
1:67) It was no doubt because of this
infilling that Gabriel could prophesy:
"For he shall be great in the sight of
the Lord and shall drink neither wine
nor strong drink; and he shall be
filled with the Holy Ghost, even from
his mother's womb." (Luke 1:15) As
you can imagine, such an environ-
ment not only is critical to spiritual'
health, but also to emotional and
physical health.
Sacred questions must be resolved

by husband and wife before a child is
conceived. Unless they have forged a
deep abiding relationship with each
other by their individual relationship
with Jesus, they are yet unready to
become parents of a child. It is ir-
responsi bili ty to seek paren thood
with the hope of rescuing a shaky
and insecure marriage. There is noth-
ing a little, inexperienced infant can
do to secure the marriage, and most
likely he will become the victim of,
not the solution to, the insecurity of
the parents. The situation will in all
likelihood lead to erratic management
of the child and to inconsistency in
the expression of both love and

discipline. Such behavior sets the
stage for serious emotional and social
problems in later life.

By far the most
important are the
nine months before
birth

It is my belief that parents have
about 18 months to provide the basis
for the child's secure and balanced
personality and temperament, and by
far the most important of these are
the 9 months before birth. The love
and security developed in the prena-
tal environment include the calm and
happy disposition of the mother, the
healthful and balanced diet she
chooses, the avoidance of the use of
drugs, spices or other condiments, the
loving relationship with her husband,
the secure faith and trust in God, and
the regular taking of moderate
exercise. Thus mothers are counseled,
"Every woman about to become a
mother, whatever her surroundings,
should encourage constantly a happy,
cheerful, contented disposition, know-
ing that for all her efforts in this
direction she will be repaid tenfold in
the physical, as well as in the moral,
character of her offspring. Nor is
this all. By habit she can accustoIJl
herself to cheerful thinking, and thus
encourage a happy state of mind and
cast a cheerful reflection of her own
happiness of spirit upon her family
and those with whom she associates."
Mind, Character alld Personality, vol. I,
131
The achievement of such a prena-

tal environment is the responsibility
of the husband just as much as that
of the wife. His disposition, helpful-
ness and loyalty are essential sharing
principles in the new life being in-
itiated into their family. The godly
partners will second the work of each
other in these precious months. They
recognize that as the deceptive fury
of Satan is directed at the youth, only
the finest dedicated Christian home
can counteract this influence.
The clearest understanding of

God's love comes to the child, not so
much from the expression of love. to
him, important though this be, but
from the expression of love he per-



ceives between his parents and older
members of his family. This is the
modeling he is most likely to follow.
Perhaps the principle of consistency
is of the utmost importance to the
secure development of the child. This
principle includes consistency by each
parent in the management of the in-
fant and consistency by both parents
in the child's education. While both
facets of training present
challenges, the latter is often the most
difficult, for each parent tends to
reflect his or her own upbringing,
and often one has had a less-
structured environment than the
other. But it is of the utmost impor-
tance that both parents work to-
gether, for the security and salvation
of the child is at stake. Each parent
must second the effort of the other
and attempt to resolve differences of
approach in private.
In an age where much controversy

exists concerning discipline, God has
not left His people in doubt. No in-
fant can be given a sound start in life
unless he understands the parameters
of successful living. Thus parents are
counseled, "Before the child is old
enough to reason, he must be taught
to obey. By gentle, persisten t effort,
the habit should be established. Thus
to a great degree may be prevented
those later conflicts between will and
authority that do so much to arouse
in the minds of the youth alicnation
and bitterness toward parents and
teachers, and too often resistance of
all authority, human and divine."
(Counsels to Teachers, Ill) However,
we are also taught that the child must

learn to approach discipline with
reason. "The object of discipline is
the training of the child for self-
government. He should be taught self-
reliance and self-con trol. Therefore
as soon as he is capable of
understanding, his reason should be
enlisted on the side of obedience."
Education, 287

Protection of one's
self-image leads to
emotionally
destructive feelings

Unfortunately, more and more we
see permissiveness as the basic prin-
ciple in the world. Even the dictums
of the age-"Be yourself," "Ha ve
fun," "Do your own thing,"-mitigate
against the development of a healthy
emotional life.
I believe the late British historian,

Arnold Toynbee, expressed it well
when he said, "Science has shown no
sign that it's going to be able to cop.e
with man's most serious problems. It
has not been able to do anything to
cure man of his sinfulness and his
sense of insecurity or to avert the
painfulness of failure and the dread
of death. Above all, it has not helped
him to break out of the prison of his

inborn self-centeredness into com-
munion or union with some reality
that is greater, more important, more
valuable and more lasting than the
individual himself." Quoted in Karl
Menninger, What Ever Became of Sin?
226
Nothing will help a child more

than learning how to share. In doing
so he learns the true essence of love,
to reach out to others. Reaching out is
the basis of true happiness and men-
tal heal tho It protects against
egocentricity and allows the in-
dividual to escape from the emo-
tionally destructive feelings related
to the protection of one's self-image.
The law of giving is the law of
Heaven. "For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son."
(John 3:16) Giving is the law of
unselfishness, a reaching out to others
which leads to true happiness and
fulfillment in life. Egocentricity, if
allowed to be indulged, will lead to
unhappiness because it was built upon
a "get philosophy" that is like a bot-
tomless pit. There is no satiation to it.
Within Christianity is bound up

the highest level of mental health.
The final generation of Christian
parents will have an all-consuming
passion, the representation of God's
love, by practical Christianity so that
their children may choose from the
perspective of God's authentic ways.
More than anything else, the world
needs a restoration of the true Chris-
tian home. The proclamation of the
gospel of Christ and the completion
of the gospel commission will focus
their parental emphasis. II
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The church. we are told. is still the
church militant rather than the church
triumphant. and when humanity gets in-
\'o!l'ed. problems develop. The Adventist
pioneers were no strangers to this
phenomenon. Elder John LoughborOllgh.
the first historian of the Advent
Movement, has left on record the follow-
ing accolllltS.

There was a matter of difficulty
between some parties that had to be
adjusted at the beginning of our
meeting [held in November of 1858
near Clinton, Massachusetts). While
this was going on, one zealous brother
from Connecticut arose, and said, "If
you would do as we do in Connecti-
cut, you would never need to have
any church trials."
Brother White inquired, "How do

you do down in Connecticut?"
"Well," said the brother, "when

anyone there does us a wrong, we
just go right on, and pay no attention
to it."
"Well," said Brother White, "I do

not think the devil himself would
have any trouble with anybody, if all
did tha t way- just let him serve them
as he has a mind to, and go right on
and pay no attention to it, as though
nothing had happened. But there is
one command in the Gospel, which I
wish to read to the brother. It is
found in Luke, 'Take heed to your-
selves: If thy brother trespass against
thee, rebuke him; and if he repent,
forgive him. And if he trespass
against thee seven times in a day, and
seven times in a day turn again to
thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt for-
give him.' (Luke 17:3,4) What do you
do with that down in Connecticut?"
The brother replied, "I do not

think we have noticed that text."
Meanwhile the investigation went

on, and soon a fair understanding
was reached. The parties were in
harmony, and the Connecticut man
had a practical illustration of a better
plan than what he had at first
proposed. Pacific Union Recorder,
February 23, 1911
On November 24, 1862, two meet-

ings were held at the same hour in

the house of William Wilson, of
Greenville. [Michigan.l for the Dur-
pose of organizing two churches for
those who had accepted the Sabbath
truth in that vicinity. The meeting
for the Greenville Church was con-
ducted by Elder White and his wife
in one room, while Elder Byington
and myself had charge of a meeting
in another room for the West Plains
Church. While we were engaged in the
preliminary work in one room, we
could hear the voice of Mrs. White as
she bore her testimony in the other
room. We were meeting with some
difficulties in our work, when just at
the opportune time Mrs. White opened
the door, and said, "Brother
Loughborough, I see by looking over
this company that I have testimonies
for some of the persons present. When
you are ready, I will come in and
speak." That being just the time we
needed help, she came in. Aside from
Elder Byington and myself, she knew
the names of only three persons in the
room. The others were strangers,
whom she had never seen, only as
they had been presented to her in
vision.
As she arose to speak, she said:

"You will ha ve to excuse me in rela t-
ing what I have to say, if I describe
your persons, as I do not know your
names. As I see your countenances,
thcre comes before me what the Lord
has bcen pleased to show me concern-
ing you. That man in the corner with
one eye (some one spoke, saying, "His
name is Pratt"), makes high profes-
sions, and great pretensions to
religion, but he has never yet been
converted. Do not take him into the
church in his present condition, for
he is not a Christian. He spends much
of his time idling about the shops and
stores, arguing the theory of the
truth, while his wife at home has to
cut the firewood, and look after the
garden. He makes promises in his
bargains that he does not fulfill. His
neighbors have no confidence in his
profession of religion. It would be
better for the cause of religion, for
him, in his present condition, to say
nothing about it." She continued,

saying, "This aged brother (as she
pointed to him, some one said,
"Brother Barr") was shown me in
direct contrast with the other man.
He is very exemplary in his life,
careful to keep all his promises, and
provides well for his family. He
hardly ventures to speak of the truth
to his neighbors, for fear he will mar
the work and do harm. He does not
see how the Lord can be so merciful
as to forgive his sins, and thinks him-
self unfit even to belong to the
church." She then said to him,
"Brother Barr, the Lord bade me to
say to you that you have confessed all
the sins you knew of, and that He
forgave your sins long ago, if you
would only believe it." The look of
sadness depicted on the brother's
countenance quickly fled. He looked
up with a smile, and said, in his
simplicity, "Has He?" "Yes,"
responded Mrs. White, "and I was told
to say to you, 'Corne along, and unite
with the church; and as you have
opportunity, speak a word in favor of
the truth; it will have a good effect,
as your neighbors have confidence in
you.''' He responded, "I will."
Continuing, shc said, "If Mr. Pratt
could, for a time, take a position
similar to that which Brother Barr
has been occupying, it would do him
good."
Thus was one cause of our dif-

ficulty in organizing removed. Before
her testimony was borne, we could
not get Mr. Barr to consent to unite
. with the church; while on the other
hand, we found about everyone was
opposed to receiving Mr. Pratt; still
no one felt free to tell why they
opposcd....
After Mrs. White had borne her

tcstimony, the work of organizing the
church was soon completed. Mr. Barr
came heartily into the organization,
while Mr. Pratt was left out. The mo-
ment the meeting closed, the latter
said, with considerable vehemence, "I
tell you what; there is no use trying
to go with this people and act the
hypocrite; you can't do it." Rise and
Progress of Seventh-day Adventists,
248-250
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We often think we are having a hard time
In bearing burdens, and it is too often the case,
because God has not made any provision for us

to carry these burdens

Trust in God, cont. from page 19

which is the law of God. And here
mercy and truth have met together,
and righteousness and peace have
kissed each other. And while Christ is
pleading in our behalf, there must be
with us a coming up to a higher
standard in the work.
The true Witness' voice is heard,

saying, "Buy of Me gold tried in the
fire, that thou mayest be rich; and
white raiment, that thou mayest be
clothed; ... and anoint thine eyes
with eye-salve, that thou mayest see."
[Revelation 3:18] The gold here
recommended is faith and love, which
we must have interwoven into our
life and character. But if the world
has a controlling power upon life and
character, they are losing the precious
lessons of Christ. If they will only let
Christ teach them as He did the
disciples, He will take the simple
things of nature to teach them lessons
which, if put in practice, will secure
for them the enduring reward. There
are many ways in which we can
learn, but we let opportunities and
precious privileges to receive greater
light be lost, and still greater ideas
are entertained contrary to the truth
because mind and heart are not
brought into perfect harmony with
God's will. If we can put these things
away, and come right into the school
of Christ, and learn of Him the pre-
cious lessons He has for us, then we,
shall grow in grace and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
'Jesus Christ. But how thankful we
should be that we have a Saviour, and
that we can come to God with all our
perversity of heart, and He will ac-
cept us if we come in faith believing!
He will impart to us of His divine
nature, and we may bring our godli-
ness into our everyday life, and im-
itate the great Teacher in seeking to
win souls. We must not seek our own
will, but seek to serve God with the
whole heart.
We are constantly endeavoring to

make a smooth path for our feet, and
calcula ting to have an easy time, and
to shun labor; but then it is that we
have the very hardest time, and are
the most complaining. We hear many
say, All you have to do, is to believe,
believe. But by the examples given us,
we see there is hard work for some-
body to do. We see that Israel had the
presence of God when they connected
themselves with Him, but when they
forsook the Lord and followed after
other gods, they were overcome by
their enemies. And we read how
Israel's God gave them the victory
over that great host. Because their
number was so great they thought to
overthrow Israel: but the prophet
came to them and said, "Hearken
ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants
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'of Jerusalem, and thou King
Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the Lord
unto, you, Be not afrnid nor dismayed
by reason of this great multitude; for
the battle is not yours, but God's." [2
Chronicles 20: 15]
Now, here is the very thing that

we want to understand, that it is not
our work but God's work, and we are
only instruments in His hands to ac-
complish it. We want to seek the Lord
with all our hearts, and the Lord will
work for us. But if we think that,
right or wrong, success will attend
our efforts, we will just as surely fail
as we live. What we want is to know
we are fully on the side of God, and
that we have a living Saviour, and
that He is willing to work for us. We
must not allow ourselves to cherish
the selfish spirit that I can do so
much better than my brother. Are you

not permeated with this spirit, and
does it not greatly grieve the Holy
Spirit of God? For it is not [on ac-
count of] you, but the Lord working
through you, that your labors are at-
tended with any success. And how
important it is that you present the
tru th as it is in Jesus!
Your work is not to ga ther up bur-

dens of your own. As you take the
burdens that Christ would have you,
then you can realize what burdens He
carried. Let us study the Bible, and
find out what kind of yoke He bore.
He was a help to those around him.
He says: "Come unto Me, all ye that
labor and are heavy-laden, and I will
give you rest. Take My yoke upon
you, and learn of Me; for I am meek
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find
rest unto your souls." [Matthew 11:28,
29] You see there is a yoke to bear.
Now this is the very fai th that we
want,-a faith that will grasp the
promises of God, one tha twill take
the yoke of Christ and bear the bur-
dens that He would have us. We often
think we are having a hard time in
bearing burdens, and it is too often
the case, because God has not made
any provision for us to carry these
burdens; but when we bear His yoke
and carry His burdens, we can testify
tha t the yoke of Christ is easy and

His burdens are light, because He has
made provision for these. But when
you feel depressed and discouraged,
do not gi ve up the ba ttle; you ha ve a
living Saviour that will help you, and
you will have rest in Him. You must
not put your neck under the yoke of
fashion, and yokes that God has
never designed that you should bear.
It is not our work to study how to
meet the world's standard, but the
great question with each one should
be, How can I meet God's standard?
Then it is that you will find rest to
the soul; for Christ has said, "My
yoke is easy, and My burden is light."
[11:30]
When you have a yoke that is gall-

ing to the neck, you may know it is
not Christ's yoke; for He says His
yoke is easy. What God wants of us is
to be learning every day of our lives

how to build our characters for time
and for eternity. He does not want us
to get into one channel and never
turn out of that; to have fixed ideas,
and hold them fast, whether they are
right or wrong. He will place us amid
trials and difficulties, and when we
have learned to overcome obstacles in
a right spirit, with high and holy
purpose, He will give us another
lesson. And if we have not the meek-
ness of Christ to be constantly learn-
ing of Jesus in His school, then we
must know that we have not the yoke
of Christ.
I am glad we have a risen Saviour,

that He bears with the frailties of
humanity! We so easily become im-
patient with one another! I think of
how much Jesus has had to bear with
us; our sins have grieved Him so
often; and how thankful we should be
to learn how to labor and have
patience with one another! And when
we see faults in our brethren, we
should go to them in the spirit of
meekness, and tell them of their
failings, and pray with them, and
have it all settled. Do you not think
that heavenly angels would look with
pleasure upon such a meeting? Not a
word should be spoken to hurt one
another. What we want is the truth as
it is in Jesus, laboring constantly to



There is no time for us to try to make a smooth
path for our feet. We must take it as it is, with
all its inconveniences and troubles, knowing

that the God of Israel is by our side

bind together never to separate. If
our little churches in Riseley and
Southampton have the truth as it is in
Jesus, they will send up their peti-
tions to Jesus for overcoming grace.
Do not think tha t you must overcome
in your own strength, neither try to
save your own life. "Whosoever will
save his life shall lose it; but
whosoever shall lose his life for My
sake ... shall find it." [Mark 8:35]
I am so glad that we have the truth

so straight and plain. Although dif-
ficulties will present themselves, we
have a God sufficient for all diffi-
culties. One says, You cannot labor
here as you la bor in America; so they
say in Sweden and in Norway; but I
labor just the same in all these places
as in America. The same God that
ga ve me my commission to reach
hcarts in America, is giving me power

to reach hearts in this country. I
present Jesus to you as the one great
Saviour; and if there is any reason
why I cannot labor the same here as
in America, it is because you have
another mold than the mold of Jesus
Christ. But God wants you to have
His mold. He wants us to bring our-
selves in right relation with Him. He
wants us to have His meekness and
lowliness. The very same God that
delivered ancient Israel will work for
us. God does not change. He has not
one character for Denmark, another
for Sweden, and another for Norway,
and still another for England, but He
is the same to all. God wants us to
fulfill the conditions laid down in
His Word. He has not a school varying
for the different nationalities, but He
has one school for all.
We found in Copenhagen that since

we were there last fall some had
embraced the truth. Among them was
a man who had opposed his wife for
ten years, and after hearing me speak,
he arose and said, "I am glad I came
to Copenhagen. What we have heard
here to-day is wonderful." Then,
after attending the Sabbath School he
said, "I never saw anything like this.
I am going home and tell my Baptist
brethren all about it." In the tes-
timonies heard there, I could not see

that there was any difference in the
general tenor from those we hear in
America, and I can see no difference
here; and I have come to believe that
we are learning in the same school,
and have one Teacher. And we can
present the truth to the people as it is
in Jesus, and let God do the work for
us. The same prayers that are ascend-
ing to God in America, are ascending
to God here, that the God of Israel
may work in our behalf. And I be-
seech of you not to become dis-
couraged, although the powers of
Satan may be great, but look to Jesus.
How little access Christ seemed to

have to the people! Many believed on
Him, but dared not confess Him be-
cause they were afraid of being put
of the synagogue. Now, we see how
Christ was treated by them, and shall
we treat Him in the same manner?

Think of Christ's coming down from
glory, leaving His Father's throne,
and suffering as He did for us! He
came to bring the cup of salvation to
those who were willing to drink it;
but they struck it out of their hands.
And when the people embrace the
truth under your labors, do not think
tha t it is you that have done the
work, but remember that it is Jesus
working through you; and let Jesus
put His Spirit upon them, and also
upon you, that you may work with all
the ability that God has given you. If
you have a sharp, bright thought, it is
not you who created that thought, but
God. I never yet felt satisfied as I
have stood before the people. I newer
felt that I had said anything that I
should be lifted up over. But if I have
said anything that has reached the
hearts of the people, it has been be-
cause God has worked through me.
We must press the battle to the gate.
There is no time for us to try to make
a smooth path for our feet. We must
take it as it is, with all its incon-
veniences and troubles, knowing that
the God of Israel is by our side, and
we shall see of His salvation.
My brethren and sisters, let us

remember here is the evidence that
God will work. You are not to trust in
any power but that of the Lord God

of Israel. But if you have enmity in
your hearts, you cannot expect that
God will let His blessing rest upon
you. No one will enter the city of
God with anything that defiles. We
must get ready for the latter rain.
The earth is to be lighted with the
glory of the third angel,-not a little
corner only, but the whole earth. You
may think that the work you are
doing now is lost; but I tell you it is
not lost. When the message shall go
with a loud cry, those who hear the
truth now will spring to the front and
work with mighty power. ·But you
must have faith. It is no use to enter
cities unless you have faith in God,
and believe that a work is to be ac-
complished there. You must believe
that it is Christ who is by your side,
and is finding access to souls; and
when you have done the best you can,
you must believe, and commit it all to
Jesus.
There is a company who will stand

upon Mount Zion, and we want you
to be determined that you will be
among that company. You will have
trials here, bu t be determined tha t
you will have a home in the city of
God. Says Paul, "Our light affliction,
which is but for a moment, worketh
for us a far more exceeding and eter-
nal weight of glory; while we look
not at the things which are seen, but
at the things which are not seen." He
cannot find words strong enough to
express himself, and he says an
"eternal weight of glory." Well, then,
cannot we bear the roughness a little?
Here is the eternal weight of glory
while we look not at the things which
are seen, but at the things which are
not seen. Keep talking of Jesus, of the
widespread truth, of the life that
measures with the life of God. Why,
the things which are seen are
temporal, but the things which are
unseen are eternal. Then let us grasp
the hand of infinite power. Here we
are channels of light, and we should
communicate this light to those
around us.
I feel so thankful every da y tha t

we have a Saviour, and I do not know
how to dwell enough upon His good-
ness. Let us remember tha t He bore
reproach for us; He was reviled, but
reviled not again; He was mocked,
and finally crucified, that we might
have eternal life. In the greatest dif-
ficulties have faith in God; believe
you have a mighty helper with you.
He is the source of your strength. But
we are not to try to bring everyone
into our mold. May God help us to
walk in all humility of mind before
Him.

Review and Herald, May 10, 1887
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by the
ersecution

Suppose, for example, after much
extensive deliberation, you've chosen
to eat and drink to the glory of God.
Are you prepared to face insults by
some of your Seventh-day Adventist
acquaintances not only over your re-
fusal to eat meat, but also over your
rejection of soft drinks, coffee, and
alcohol? And what about things like
refusing excess amounts of salt or
sugar, or refusing to eat between
meals? In taking a firm stand on mat-
ters of diet and health, you might
well have to be prepared to face ver-
bal brickbats like "extremist'" or
"weirdo."
What about matters relating to

yield to the powers that be, rather
than subject themselves to derision,
insult, threatened imprisionment, and
dcn th." (Emphasis supplied)
Evidently, then, large numbers of

Adventists will be gradually, and no
doubt unconsciously, lowering their
Christian behavioral standards and
tastes prior to the Sunday-law crisis.
This compromise will result in these
Adventists practicing an increasing
level of accommodation and conform-
ing to the world's attitudes, practices,
and lifestyles, and finally accepting
the Sunday law.
And so with one group of Adven-

tists moving steadily toward the
world and destruction, and another
grou p of Se ven th-da y Ad ven tists
moving steadily toward Jesus and
holiness, persecution within the
Seventh-day Adventist Church will be
inevitable. The conflict between those
Seventh-day Adventists who are holy
and those who are worldly will not
lessen, but increase. And as a result,
persecution will occur.
Have you seen any examples of

persecution within the Adventist
Church recently? Oh, I don't mean
beatings, stabbings, or hangings. I'm
talking about something more re-
strained and maybe more difficult to
handle.
I mean one' Adventist verbally

harassing, insulting, and ridiculing
and, yes, even ignoring and shunning
another, more conscientious Adventist
over his or her adherence to Christian
standards in matters like diet, dress,
entertainment, personal honesty, and
even Sabbath observance. If some-
thing like this happened to you,
would you be able to face it?

If you've chosen to make
Philippians 4:8 your
measuring standard,

beware

time just prior to the imposition of a
national Sunday law. During this time
of upheaval, a shift of loyalties of a
large class of people within the
Seventh-day Adventist Church takes
place.
"As the storm approaches, a large

class who have professed faith in the
third angel's message, but have not
been sanctified through obedience to
the truth, a bandon their position, and
join the ranks of the opposition. By
uniting with the world and partaking
of its spirit, they have come to view
matters in nearly the same light: and
when the test is brought, they are
prepared to choose the easy, popular
side. Men of talent and pleasing
address, who once rejoiced in the
truth, employ their powers to deceive
and mislead the souls. They become
the most bitter enemies of their
former brethren."
Now what causes this shift from a

posi tion of one of support for the
church to one of active opposition? It
happens because this large class of
Seventh-day Adventists have chosen
to "!lnite with the world and parlake
of its spirit" so that when the
Sunday-law test happens "they are
prepared to choose the easy, popular
side." (Emphasis supplied)
Note carefully that this shift is not

a sudden occurrence. Prophets and
Kings, 188, in referring to this same
time period, describes this process of
compromise and its results a little
more fully:
"The observance of the false sab-

bath will be urged upon us. The con-
test will be between the command-
ments of God and the commandments
of men. Those who have yielded step
by step to worldly demands, and con-
formed to worldly customs, will then

Patrick Hogan

Persecution. Without a doubt one
of the most unpopular words in the
Christian's vocabulary. It evokes
images of being burned at the stake,
stretched on the rack, or facing a
stone-throwing mob.
But Jesus Himself warned that

persecution would be an integral part
of living the genuine Christian life.
Hc spoke of this fact in John 15:20, as
He referred to how the world re-
sponded to Him, "If they have per-
secuted Me, they will also persecute
you." In the Beatitudes He called
those people blessed who are per-
sccutcd because they live righteously,
and told them of their heavenly
reward. See Matthew 5:10
Christians in many countries

around the world today are actively
persecu ted. This persecu tion ranges
from being unable to find well-
paying jobs, to police harassment, to
incarceration in labor and prison
camps, and even death.
Most Scventh-day Adventists are

saddened, but not really too surprised
over this prospect. The Bible says per-
secution from the world will be with
the believers until the end of time,
and indeed will continue to worsen
until the final day.
Likewise, opposition or even hos-

tility from other religious denomina-
tions toward Adventists is not totally
unexpected either. Seventh-day Ad-
ventists have been warned to expect
persecution from the religious world
over the Sabbath/Sunday issue.
But what do you do when Adven-

tists start persecuting other Adven-
tists? How do you meet this
challenge? Do you even believe such a
thing is possible?
Mrs. White does. In The Great

Controversy, 608, she describes the
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entertainment? If you've chosen to
make Philippians 4:8 (whatever things
are true, honest, just, pure, lovely)
your measuring standard, beware. It'!
quite possiblc you might be branded
by some Advcntists a "Puritan" or a
"narrow-minded fanatic" for reject-
ing romance novels, shallow TV
programs, sex and violence-filled
movies, and rock music. Furthermore,
having discriminating tastes in ma t-
ters of art, literature, and music
could possibly result in being ignored
and shunned by many of your less
conscientious Adventist associates.
This is not a light-hearted matter.
Indeed, only those who have had to
endure the trial can know how pain-
ful it is.

We have far more to
fear from within than

without

And how about adherence to the
seventh commandment: "Thou shalt
not commit adultery"? If you're
determined to live a morally pure
life, you might have to meet labels
like "Puritan" or "Victorian" or
"stuck up." You might not have as
many dates among your Adventist
friends as you might wish if you
refuse to "have a good time"-a pain-
ful price which might be the cost of
conscien tious, Christian conduct.
Of course there are other matters

which might make you unpopular
with many in the Adventist Church.
Opposing an injustice in your local
Adventist Church or even in the Ad-
ventist denomination, or befriending
a Seventh-day Adventist who is con-
sidered "different" or "strange" by
the majority, could conceivably result
in your having to face persecution
from within the church.
Although persecution is not a

pleasant experience, there are some
'defenses available to help make it
bearable. First, make sure you're un-
reservedly surrendered to the Lord. It
will be hard to withstand persecution
if you're trying to keep one foot in
heaven and one foot in the world. If
you're completely surrendered to God,
you can claim with the Psalmist, "He
is my refuge and my fortress, my
God, in whom I trust." Psalm 91:2,
NIV
Second, "Pray continually." (I

Thessalonians 5:17, NIV) Don't con-
fine prayer to once in the morning or
only before retiring at night. Take a
prayer break of 15 or 20 minutes at

noon. Do the same at five or six,
o'clock in the cvening. Pra y for grace
to me'et' the persecution with a Christ-
like spirit. Pray for strength to resist
the weakening before the abuse and
harassment. Pray for deliverance
from the persecutors or for a change
of circumstances, Pray about every-
thing which concerns or upsets you.
Pray even for your persecutors.
Third, study your Bible for

strength to resist and overcome
persccution. Perhaps the following
verses will be of some help. "Cast
your cares on the Lord and He will
sustain you: He will never let the
righteous fal!." (Psalm 55:22, NIV) "I
consider that our present sufferings
are not worth comparing with the
glory that will be revealed in us."
(Romans 8:18, NIV) Get a topical'
concordance and write down Scrip-
ture verses under topics such as
persecution, affliction, trial, or tribu-
lation which promise you grace and
strcngth to overcome persecution.
Fourth, seek a close friendship

with an older, dedicated Christian.
Ideally, this should be one or both
parents. It this is not possible, look
for a relative, tcacher, church elder,
or layman whose life reflects the
fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:23)
and who takes the Adventist Church
and its teachings seriously. A
conscientious, older Christian can
give spiritual counsel, love, and s'up-
port to help you through the battles.
Fifth, develop-a small support

group of conscientious, dedicated
Adventists who are determined to
keep their personal, ethical, and so-
cial standards as high as possible. Try
to avoid constant association with
those Adventists who continually
deride, mock, and ridicule Adventist
Christian standards of diet, dress,
entertainment, and righteousness. The
counsel of Proverbs 4:14 which tells
people not to walk with those of a
wicked mind will help you avoid a
sizable amount of persecution.
Adventists persecuting other

Adventists. A sad, unpopular, and
even an excruciatingly painful sub-
ject to confront. But it can't be just
by accident that we are warned in
Selected Messages, Book I, 122:
"We have far more to fear from

within than without. The hindrances
to strength and success are far greater
from the church itself than from the
world."
Unless a person is fortified by un-

reserved consecration to the Lord,
much prayer, much Bible study, and
the support of dedicated Adventist
Christians, it will be hard to
withstand persecution from within
the Seventh-day Adventist Church in
these closing hours of earth's history.l!iiiI

Melange
Bob Vun Kannan

Subject: Nicotine Addiction

This month's column is dedicated
to providing a little more information
to those who might be considering
giving up nicotine. All of the facts
and the Quotations in this issue are
taken from Science News, vol. 129, 40-
45.
"The leading cause of premature

death among adults in 1985 was not
famine [in Africa], or warfare, or the
attacks of international terrorists; it
was cigarette smoking." "Almost one-
fifth of all United States deaths can

I-: be traced to cigarette smoke."
"Passive smoking (inhaling the

smoke of another's cigarette) has becn
linkcd to lung canccr in nonsmoking
spouses of smokers in more than ten
studies."
"Matcrnal smoking, the report

notcs, has been associated with in-
creased rates of miscarriage and low-
birthweight babies_ Parental smoking
also has been linked epidemiologi-
cally to other hazards in children, in-
cluding reduced lung capacity, higher
rates of respiratory illness, cancer
and slow intellectual development."
"There are 350,000 smoking-

related deaths in the United States
each year-making the daily toll
equivalent to that of four airplane
crashes the siz.e of the one on Decem-
ber 12 at Gander, Newfoundland."
"Nicotine... meets the technical

criteria of a n add ieti ve drug in
laboratory studies by affecting brain
wave function."
The report, on pages 44 and 45 of

this issue of Science NelVs, presents
real laboratory proof that nicotine is
an addictive drug. Perhaps the most
stunning -piece of evidence was a
graph showing the percentage of
successful abstainers from groups of
people who voluntarily attempted to
withdraw from alcohol, tobacco
(smoking), and heroin. There is vir-
tuaJly no difference between the
curves for heroin and nicotine, where-
as the alcoholics demonstrated a con-
siderably higher success rate. After
-oneyear, the percentages of people ••
who stayed off the drugs being tested
were alcohol, 35 per cent; heroin, 22
per cent; nicotine, 22 per cent.
The conclusion of the writer of the

article is that nicotine is just as ad-
dictive as heroin. '.
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Measurement, cont. from page 5

called faith.
When we go into the waters of

baptism because we love our Lord
and delight to do His will, this is
faith working by 10l'e, which Paul
recommended to the Galatians. The
same principle would apply to
Sabbath-keeping, tithe-paying, or any
other part of God's revealed wil!.
But we must be careful not to mis-

take the measurement for the force,
or expect the measuring device to
take the place of the force. Measure-
ments have their proper place, but
they are not forces and cannot play
the role of forces.
A wall thermometer can measure

the heat in a room, but it cannot heat
the room. A pressure gauge can mea-
sure the air pressure in a braking
system, but it cannot stop the truck. A

volt-meter can measure the voltage in
a receptacle, but it cannot operate an
appliance. There is no use plugging
your curler or shaver into a volt
meter.

Works of faith can measure faith,
but works are not faith and cannot play
the role of faith. We are sal'ed by a
faith that works by 10l'e. We are not
saved by works. Works are simply the
measurement of faith. Hence the testi-
mony of James:
"I will show thee my faith by my

works" (James 2:18) and "faith with-
ou t works is dead." James 2: 17
Why should we find this principle

-that faith is a force that can be
measured only by works-hard to com-
prehend? We apply the same principle
daily in relation to other forces. We
do not try to measure heat, light, or

electricity by establishing their
physical dimensions. Neither do we
try to get along without measuring
them. And we would certainly not
even think of mistaking the measure-
ment for the force, or of expecting it
to pia y the role of the force.
Let us fix our minds firmly on this

truth. Faith is a force, not an object.
Therefore, it must be measured by its
works, not by its dimensions. It is
faith that worketh by love that brings
us salvation. The measurement does
not bring us salvation.
"Now genuine faith always works

by love. When you look to Calvary it
is not to quiet your soul in the non-
performance of duty ... but to create
faith in Jesus, faith that will work,
purifying the sou!." Selected Messages
Book 2, 20 I

Food for Thought

My heart is drawn out for the
young. The great work of overcoming
is before them, and the greatest task
of all is to subdue self and obtain
victory over natural besetments, hasty
temper, pride, and other sins.
I ha ve seen professed Christians

act out their natural infirmities, let
their evil temper get the victory over
them, and after the excitement has
passed, reflection and reason teach
them they have greatly erred. They
excuse themselves by saying, "It's
natural for me to be quick; it's my
temperament." With some, pride is a
besetting sin that must be subdued,
but their excuse is, "It's natural."
I have heard the most covetous and

selfish, when reproved for these sins,
urge the excuse, "It's natural. I was
taught to be so." 0, what an excuse
for a Christian, "It's natural." "It's
natural" to give way to a passionate
temper. "II'S natural" to indulge in
pride. "It's natural" to be covetous
and selfish.
Let me ask professed
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Christian, are you going into heaven
with -all these "natural" infirmities
unsubdued? No, never! Heaven will
not be marred with the presence of
any with "natural" infirmities.
Well, since these infirmities must

be overcome, what shall we do? Shall
we excuse ourselves by saying, "It's
natural," or shall we rather go about
the work earnestly to subdue self, and
take the steps necessary to be taken,
to accomplish the object?

"It's natural" is the excuse that
comes from a carnal heart. The axe
has not been laid at the root of the
tree. There has not been a thorough
acquaintance with the heart, and
poisonous weeds that choke every
good growth have been permi tted to
flourish there. These evils must be
. rooted out, these besetments over-
come, or lose heaven.
Look to the Rock that is higher

than you; plead with God in secret
prayer for grace. All these "natural"
infirmities can be overcome by grace.
But the "natural," carnal heart is not

subject to the Law of God, neither
indeed can be. If the carnal mind is
subdued, you will not hear so
frequently, "It's natural." Satan loves
to hear this. His angels rejoice that
you have not grace sufficient to over-
come "natural" infirmities. They tri-
umph at these words,' "It's natural."
But Jesus says, "My grace is suffi-
cient for you." Yes, it is sufficient to
overcome and subdue the "natural,"
carnal heart.
Watch and pray lest ye enter into

temptation. Earnest, fervent prayer
will avail much when tempted to
speak wrong. Say not a word until
you first pray, then watch with all
your powers. Set a wa tch before the
door of your lips. Jesus knows just
how hard you try to overcome, and
His all-sufficient grace will be
imparted, and with holy trust, you
may rejoice in your Redeemer who
giveth you the victory.

Ellen G. White, "It's Natural," The
Youth's Instructor, November, 1857



BULLETIN BOARD
Campmeeting Reservations and Ac-
commodations

This summer's Hope International
Campmeeting promises to be a season
of inspiration and fellowship. Be-
cause of the much wider circulation
of Our Firm Foundation, we anticipate
a larger attendance this year than
last. This is cause for rejoicing, but it
does necessitate a good deal of
planning. Please assist us in this by
taking careful note of the following
items.
If you plan to attend and wish to

stay on OUT grounds, you arc more
than welcome. We do ask, though, tha t
you please write or call to make a
reserva tion. We do not expect to see a
shortage of room, but we do need to
have this information in order to
make the best use of our facilities.
Water and rest rooms will be available
at a number of locations around the
grounds, but showers and hookups for
water, sewer, and electricity are
beyond our ability to provide. Please
plan on a real campmeeting.
If you do not plan to stay on our

grounds, you need not make a reser-
vation with us. You should, however,
make reservations ahead of time if at
all possible, since Vancouver's Expo
86 is bringing more tourists to the
Northwest than normal during the
summer months. Unfortunately, one
"disadvantage" of a rural location is
tha t hotels and the like are some dis-
tance away. The following informa-
tion may be of some assistance:
Motel Puyallupu 25 miles north of

Hope International. Rates from $28 to
$30 per night depending on the num-
ber in the party, kitchen units

available. Call (206) 845-8825.
Northwest Motor Inn--25 miles

north of Hope In terna tional. Ra tes
from $29 to $35 per night depending
on the number in the party. Call (206)
841-2600.
La Grande Hotel and RV ParkulO

miles south of Hope International.
Rates from $27 to $40, kitchen units
availa ble. (The hotel accommodations
here are adequate, but definitely not
"fancy.") RV sites, $7 per night.
Sewer dump station, but no sewer
hookups available. Call (206) 832-6643.
Camp Benbowu l0 miles north of

Hope International. Tents, $5 per
night; RV sites with full hookup, $7
per night. Rates above for two people,
additional persons extra. Call (206)
879-5426.

Children's Meetings

We will endeavor to provide
limited weekday meetings for
children, in addition to a regular
Sabbath School. Any assistance with
this work which you may offer would
be very much appreciated. If you
would like to help, prepare a story or
activity in advance and offer your
services to the children's co-ordinator
when you arrive. We are not planning
on meetings for very young infants.

Directions to Hope International

From the South: Go north on 1-5 to
exit 88; go east to Tenino, then follow
Hwy. 702 for about 28 miles through
Rainier, Yelm, McKenna and then to
Hwy. 7. Continue straight on the
Eatonville Cutoff Road to Hwy. 161.
Turn right (south) on Hwy. 161, and

go 2 or 3 miles until you come to Ski
Park Road. Turn left and go about
one fourth mile; cross a creek and
Hope International will be on your
left.

From the North: Go south on 1-5 to
exit 154; then go cast on Hwy. 405 for
2 miles, then south on Hwy. 167 for
about 20 miles. Take the Puyallup-
Olympia exit onto Hwy. 512 for 2
miles; then take the Eatonville-Mt.
Rainier exit onto Hwy. 161 for about
23 miles to Ski Park Road. Turn left
and follow directions above.

Also from the North, simpler
directions but more stoplights: Go
south on 1-5 to exit 142, which is
Hwy. 18; go west to the first
stoplight; turn left and go about 30
miles through the city of Puyallup,
and finally to Ski Park Road, one
mile north of Eatonville. Follow the
directions above from then on.

From the East on 1-90, Snoqualmie
Pass: Go west on 1-90 to exit 25; go
southwest on Hwy. 18 about 25 miles
to Auburn. Then go south on Hwy.
167 for 6 or 8 miles to Hwy. 512 and
follow the directions of From the
North from then on.

From the East on Hwy. 12, White
Pass: Go west on Hwy. 12 to the town
of Morton; turn right (north) on Hwy.
7. Continue 25 miles on Hwy. 7 past
Elbe and Alder. Turn right (north-
west) onto Hwy. 161, and go 3 or 4
miles; pass Eatonville to Ski Park
Road, I mile north of town. Follow
directions above.

Now In Print
The Word Was Made Flesh

Elder Ralph Larson's historical study of Adventist teaching on
the subject of the incarnation from 1852 to 1952 will provide

clear answers to some of Adventism's most perplexing questions.

Available now from Hope International
$1195
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Hope
Plan Now To Attend The 1986

International Campmeeting
July 23-·27) Eatonville) vVasllington

For information concerning
reservations and accommodations

see page 31

Join us for fellowship
and study

Pastor Ron Spear, editor of Our
Firm Foundation.

Pastor John Osborne, founder and
speaker on the Prophecy Countdown
television broadcast.

Elder Ralph Larson, former
chairman of the Church and
Department of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Theological Seminary Far
East, author of The Word was Made
Flesh.

Dave Ramsey, natural remedies in-
structor and health educator.

Dr. Colin Standish, president of
Hartland Institute, co-author (with
his brother Russell) of Adventism
Challenged, Adventism VindicaLed, and
others.

Dr. Vernon Shafer and Dr. Wynn
Knowling, co-speakers on the much-
appreciated Media and Mind Control
tape series.
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