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Editorial

WE ARE moving at lightning speed
to the climax of the ages. The

great controversy will soon be over.
Probation's hour is fast closing for
the world and the church.
It is time now for Seventh-day

Adventists to take time to study their
roots. Are we the remnant church of
God according to Revelation l2:l7?
In this fast-moving age where

skepticism is in vogue, many Seventh-
day Adventists have doubted and
then given up on Ellen White as a
messenger (prophet) of God. In the
light of this growing trend, the
Editorial staff of Our Firm Founda-
tion felt that it would be well to
present the biblical evidence of our
roots in prophecy to substantiate our
belief that the Seventh-day Adventist
Church is the remnant church in this
remnant of time.
Nearly half our membership in

North America are inconsistent in
their church attendance on Sabbath
morning. Worldliness and indif-
ference to spiritual things have
nearly paralyzed our pastors and
laity, and to a great degree we are not
ready for the crisis that will soon
overtake us as an overwhelming
surprise.
God speaks to the Laodicean

church:
"My heart is filled with anguish

when I think of the tame messages
borne by some of our ministers, when
they have a message of life and death
to bear. The ministers are asleep; the
lay members are asleep; and a world
is perishing in sin. May God help His
people to arouse and walk and work
as men and women on the borders of
the eternal world. Soon an awful
surprise is coming upon the in-
habitants of the world. Suddenly,

with power and great glory, Christ
will come. Then there will be no time
to prepare to meet Him. Now is the
time for us to give the warning
message." Testimonies, vol. 8, 37
"Transgression has almost reached

its limit. Confusion fills the world,
and a great terror is soon to come
upon human beings. The end is very
near. We who know the truth should
be preparing for what is soon to
break upon the world as an over-
whelming surprise." ibid., 28
"In the vision given me in

Rochester, New York, December 25,
1865, I was shown that a most solemn
work is before us. Its importance and
magnitude are not realized. As I
marked the indifference which was
everywhere apparent, I was alarmed
for ministers and people. There
seemed to be a paralysis upon the
cause of present truth. The work of
God seemed stayed. Ministers and
people are unprepared for the time in
which they live, and nearly all who
profess to believe present truth are
unprepared to understand the work
of preparation for this time. In their
present state of worldly ambition,
with their lack of consecration to
God, their devotion to self, they are
wholly unfitted to receive the latter
rain and, having done all, to stand
against the wrath of Satan, who by
his inventions would cause them to
make shipwreck of faith, fastening
upon them some pleasing self-
deception. They think they are all
right when they are all wrong."
Testimonies, vol. I, 466
The Laodicean church is the last

church, the remnant. May we see and
understand the great responsibility
we have as Seventh-day Adventists.
Let us now examine our roots, re-

establishing our confidence in the
landmarks of our faith and pray for
a vision of a finished work and the
coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. That we may finally escape
the inevitable destruction of our
world, is my prayer.
May this special edition of Our

Firm Foundation inspire you to reach
Christ's high standard of righteous-
ness by the Holy Spirit's power.
"Watch ye therefore, and pray

always, that ye may be accounted
worthy to escape all these things t
shall come to pass, and to stand
before the Son of man." Luke 21:36

Editor's Note

The Adventist Roundtable video is
now on film. Thirty-two hours of the
entire Seventh-day Adventist message
in the framework of the great
controversy, the sanctuary, the three
angels' messages, righteousness by
faith and health.
The moderator is Elder John

Osborne. Panel members: Dr. Ralph
Larson, Dr. Colin Standish, and
myself.
The power of the Holy Spirit

moderated and directed each hour's
production. There will be eight four-
hour tapes when we are finished. The
tapes are being professionally edited
and will be ready for production in a
few weeks.
Con tinue to pray for us here at

Hope International and the Firm
Foundation editorial staff. The end is
very, very near. We believe these
videos will be used by laymen and
ministers to teach the great Adventist
truths for this crisis hour.

RON SPEAR-EDITOR

- - - - ------------- ------ - ---- ----- - -- ----------- -------- ----- --------------------------------
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The Church

AND TO the woman were given
two wings of a great eagle that

she might fly into the wilderness, into
her place, where she is nourished for
a time, and times, and half a
time, from the face of the
serpent.
And the woman fled into the

wilderness, where she hath a place
prepared of God, that they should
feed her there a thousand two
hundred and threescore days. Revelation 12:14,6
The Church in the Wilderness is the connecting link be-

tween apostolic Christianity and God's people today. There
were Christian people in every country during this long
period of history who possessed churches, colleges, mission
stations, and theological schools; who followed closely and
adhered steadfastly to the beliefs and practices delivered by
the apostles to the saints; and who possessed and preserved
the original Scriptures given to the church in the first
century. These people constitute the Church in the
Wilderness. This is a conception which is not generally held.
The title, Church in the Wilderness, is taken from the Bible
prophecy of Revelation 12 describing the woman who fled
into the wilderness. The woman is the church. (Clarke,
Commentary, on Revelation 12; also Jeremiah 3:14; Hosea
2:19; Ephesians 5:23-32; Revelation 17) The title clearly
shows that it was not the popular or predominant church.
These faithful believers held high the banner of truth, and
withstood the encroachments of apostasy. Their fortunes
varied, for at times they possessed many churches, famous
schools, and distant mission stations, while in other ages
they suffered from poverty and dire persecution.
Some will ask, Should not we look to the church which

for ages has been the favored of kings and nations to find
the true church instead of looking to a people who for cen-
turies were never the dominant church, and who many times
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In All Ages
BenjaIllin G. Will{inson, Ph.D.

were obscure? Let the
prophet John answer this
question: "The woman
(church) fled into the
wilderness." (Revelation
12:6) In order to recognize
the true church, it is impera-

tive that we fix our eyes upon those
t Christian bodies which have largely
been forgotten in the works of history.

Divine revelation teaches that the
light which was to shine upon the last
generation of men would be a con-
tinuation and enlargement of the light

which shone upon the Church in
the' Wilderness throughout al-
most thirteen centuries.
The Church in the Wilder-
ness did not arrive at the
truth by opposition to prevail-
ing dogmas and heresies. Its
faith was not faith newly

. received. The religious beliefs
of its members were an inheritance

from the days of the apostles. To them men owe the preser-
vation of the Bible. Contrary to almost universal belief, the
Church in the Wilderness embraced the true missionary
churches during the long night of the Dark Ages. It held
aloft the torch of education while the rest of the world
about it was falling into the darkness of ignorance and
superstition. Its territory was not circumscribed. On the
contrary, its influence penetrated into all parts of the
known world.
The history of the Church in the Wilderness is a stirring

revelation of consecrated, evangelical labor in continent-
wide leadership for the salvation of the hopeless and
benighted. It did not, as its rivals did, claim intellectual



logic in doctrine; it did not attempt to enforce its views by
political cruelty. It severed all territorial and family ties
which might have held it to the world and to the rapacious
churches of empires, thus successfully preserving its Scrip-
tural doctrines and its apostolic organization.
Yet many have failed to note the true centers of Chris-

tian activity in the past. They realize altogether too little
the meaning of the momentous events taking place today be-
cause they are ignorant of this historical background. The
correct perspective of past history is as necessary to effec-
tive lcadership as the appreciation of present values. Many
have but slight knowledge of the messages of God for this
generation, because they have been taught to gaze not upon
the underlying, but upon the superficial, origins of the past.
The past which gave us democracy and religious liberty is
the history which should be known and studied. We need the
Sacrcd Book to point the way to the true history.
The Church in the Wilderness, surrounded by savage

tribes and ba ttling against barbaric darkness, has been
paintcd by its enemies without its victories. Driven often by
opposition to mountain retreats, it was saved from the cor-
rupting influences of ecclesiastical and political power. In
many parts of the world, all the way from Ireland in the
west to China in the east, there were centers of truth. The
leaders in these centers were united in their desire to remain
in the faith, and to perpetuate from generation to gener-
ation the pure truths of the gospel handed down from the
days of the apostles. Their records have been systematically
destroyed. (Gilly, Waldellsiall Researches. 78) Remoteness and
obscurity, however, could not entirely conceal these heroes,
because the fires of their persecution have continued to
light up the scenes of their sacrificing labors.
The importance of this subject can be seen by examining

the extensive work of the church during this 1260-year
pcriod in Great Britain, France, Italy, Syria, Assyria, Persia,
India, Turkestan, China, the Philippines, and Japan. Many
books could be written upon it. Yet in all the thousands of
published volumes treating of the history during this period,
how little is said concerning this topic so prominent in
God's Book!
The ungarblcd history of the true church leads to the

realization that God's church of today is the successor of
the Church in the Wilderness. The true church today unites
the present to eternity even as the Church in the Wilderness
united the apostolic past to the present.

Though she never had peace from
battle, she always had peace in battle.
Had she not won the right to worship
God according to the dictates of
conscience?

It was a glorious hour when the church came up out of
the wilderness. She had done her work well; she had been
faithful to her task. She emerged from the wilderness condi-
tion to lay the treasures of her hard-fought battles at the
feet of the church of the last period. (Luke 21:24) The con-
test had been long. It had not been a Thirty Years' War, or a
Hundred Years' War, but a 1260-year struggle. It had been
cruel for the Church in the Wilderness. Though she never
had peace from battle, she always had peace ill battle. The
torture chamber, galley chains, burning at the stake, hard
labor, and plebeian status had been forced upon her. Yet, as
victor, had she not won liberty, enlightenment, and the right
to worship God according to the dictates of conscience?

The tendency of modern writers is to reflect upon the er-
roneous idca, assiduously built up by the interested parties,
that the Papacy is the connecting link between the church
of the apostles and the Christianity of the present time.
Even among Protestants and nonreligious people there is
much false reasoning. The following quotation will ex-
emplify this. Says a modern writer: "Protestantism must
never forget that its faith was communicated through
Catholicism. The Roman Church remains the only link
during many centuries between the modern world and the
early Christian enthusiasts." Protestant Digest. April-May,
1941, p. 62
The truth of the Bible, however, is that the Church in the

Wilderness provided the connecting link between the apos-
tolic church and our time. To her, we are indebted for
lcarning and the treasures of truth preserved throughout the
Dark Ages. As to the transmission of the pure text of the
Holy Bible, credit should not be given to the Papacy, which
has placed tradition above the Bible, but to the faithful
churches who, adhered through years of darkness and super-
stition to the original apostolic writings and their uncor-
rupted translations.

The remnant church will occupy a
position such as was never before
occupied by God's people. Her message
will embrace all the messages of the
past

For what purpose did Jesus permit the Church in the
Wilderness to suffer during the 1260 years? Surely there is a
reason. Was it not to seal with the testimony of martyr's
blood the permanent values in the Christian religion? Did
not these centuries of severe testing help to substantiate
what books constituted the genuine collection of the Bible,
and to disclose the counterfeit writings? In fulfilling its
rcmarkable destiny as the guardian of the treasures of truth,
the noble children of this church fought and bled and
marchcd, and turned and fought and bled again during 1260
years.
It is in a very significant setting that this matter is

presented. The twelfth chapter of the Revelation reveals the
complete history of the true church under three phases.
Employing the well-known figure of a woman to represent
His church, God sets forth three periods of His church upon
earth from the first to the second coming of Christ. Depict-
ing the apostolic church, the woman wears upon her head a
crown of twelve stars. In time of tribulation she fled into
the wilderness. The final portrayal in Revelation 12 reveals
the remnant church.
Stupendous and unprecedented are the scenes through

which the remnant church must pass. The remnant church
will occupy a position such as was never before occupied by
God's people. Her message will embrace all the messages of
the past and bring them to final consummation. She will fix
her eyes upon the soon return of Christ as the next event in
this stupendous program. Of her, __th-e vast scenes of
Christ's return, the Revelator writes: "Here are they that
keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus."
(Revela tion 14:12) While those who walk in the broad way
are losing their awareness of things eternal, God's final
church will be alert to things not seen. She will endure, like
Moses, by seeing Him who is invisible. She will take time to
follow after holiness. These believers will behold the
momentous events leading up to, and constituting the battle

Continued on 31
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Apostasy?

Harmony

G OD HAS made provision in Jesus
Christ that we shall keep the

commandments of God. In this age of
the world the powers of apostasy are
seeking in every way to entice men
into disobedience. The very work that
Satan did in Eden he is doing today.
He persuaded Adam and Eve that
God had withheld some great good
from them, and, while insinuating
that God had not their welfare at
heart, he pretended to nave a deep in-
terest in their advancement. Satan's
falsehood prevailed; he succeeded in
winning their confidence through
promising them a greater breadth of
knowledge than they had yet
attained, even declaring that they
should be as gods. God had placed
upon them a very slight test. They
were simply prohibited from partak-
ing of one tree in the midst of the
garden. Yet a violation of this one
slight prohibition resulted in the fall
of the human race. Though the action
might be accounted small, yet it was
disobedience and transgression; and,
when weighed in God's balances, it
was seen to be a most' heinous sin.
Adam's disobedience to God was the
result of unbelief and ingratitude,
and led him to take his position on
the side of the great apostate, in
giving credence to Satan's statements
rather than to the word of God.
The history of' Adam's transgres-

sion is before the human family, and
is written for our admonition and
warning, that we may realize how
terrible is the sin of violating the
least commandment of God.
We have full light upon the fact of

how the Lord regarded Adam's trans-
gression, and yet men presume to vio-

late the fourth commandment. After
the Lord created the world in six
days, He rested on the seventh day,
and sanctified the day of His rest,
and bade men observe the day of rest
throughout all generations. And yet
men are repeating Adam's trans-
gression, and are entering into a con-
federacy with Satan to war against
God, in trampling upon the Sabbath
institution. The church and the world
are choosing Satan for their god and
sovereign, and setting aside the God
that made heaven and earth and all
things that are therein.
Man lost his righteousness through

transgression, and "God so loved the
world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlast-
ing life." [John 3:16] Through the
righteousness of Christ, our substitute
and surety, our obedience to God's
commandments is made accepta ble.
Christ clothed His divinity with
humanity, and endured the test upon
the point of appetite, ambition, and
love of the world, thus making it pos-
sible for man to keep the command-
ments of God through His imputed
righteousness. Through faith in
Christ, man becomes partaker of the
divine nature, and is complete in
Him, as long as he walks in the light.
But when light has come to a soul
that has been in darkness in regard to
the binding claims of the law of God,
and the transgressor refuses to walk
in the light, he is guilty before God,
and is charged with apostasy. He
chooses that sin shall have dominion
over him, and therefore the penalty
of the law is upon him. By his con-
tinued transgression he reveals the

fact that he is at enmity with God,
that his heart is carnal, and not sub-
ject to the law of God. He repea ts the
transgression of Adam, accepts the
insinuations of the fallen foe, takes
his place on the side of the man of
sin, and exalts Satan above God. In
refusing the light, he becomes one
with the ranks of apostasy, and
ehooses to act with the confederacy
of Satan.
It was necessary that Christ should

take upon Him our nature, in order to
prove the falsity of Satan's state-
ments. The apostate cast contempt
upon the law of God, and declared
that it was impossible for men to
keep God's commandments, which
had been preordained in the councils
of heaven. Therefore Christ became
man's representative and surety, thus
demonstrating to heavenly
intelligences, to unfallen worlds, and
to the human race, that, through co-
operation with divine agencies,
humanity could be pure and holy. By
partaking of the divine na ture they
could meet the demand of a perfect
and holy law. Of Christ it is written:
"He is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by
Him, seeing He ever liveth to make
intercession for them. For such an
high priest became us, who is holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners, and made higher than the
hea vens." [Hebrews 7:25, 26]
Adam failed to obey the com-

mandments of God. Shall the sons and
daughters of Adam continue in
transgression, and also fail to obey?
No one can enter into life who per-
sists in disloyalty, since Christ was
given to our world that He might save
His people from their sins. When the
young man came to Christ, saying,
"Good Master, what good thing shall
I do, that I may have eternal life?"
Jesus said to him, "If thou wilt enter
into life, keep the commandments."
[See Matthew 19:16, 17] It was not
possible for the young man, or for
anyone, to keep the commandments of
God except through the merit of Jesus
Christ. Without the shedding of the
blood of Christ there could be no
remission of sin, no imputation of the
righteousness of Christ to the believ-
ing sinner. Christ endured the penalty
of sin in His own body on the cross,
and fulfilled all righteousness. The
merit of the righteousness of Christ is
the only ground upon which the sin-
ner may hope for a title to eternal
life; for Christ hath given Himself
for us, an offering and sacrifiee to
God, as a sweet-smelling savor. An
infinite price was paid for man's
redemption, not that he might be

=Ell=en=G.
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saved in his sins, not to make voi"d
the law of God. Paul says: "Do we
then make void the law of God
through faith? God forbid; yea, WI;

establish the law." [Romans 3:31] For
though "by the deeds of the law there
shall no flesh be justified in His
sight," [Romans 3:20] yet the right-
eousness of God, which is by faith of
Jesus Christ, is witnessed by the law
and the prophets.
How strange it is that the church

and the world arc joined together in a
confederacy to do a work that God
has especially prohibited! They dis-
obey the commandments of God with
impunity. The prohibition of God in
the Garden of Eden was disregarded
by Adam and Eve, and the most ter-
rible consequences resulted. The Lord
is placing the same test upon the
human family today, and proving
them by bringing to their attention
the Sabbath, which is a memorial of
God's creative power. In this
memorial God testifies to the world
and to heavenly intelligences that He
made the world in six days, and
rested-on the first day?-No, but on
the seventh day. The same instruction
comes to us today as when the Lord
spoke to the children of Israel,
saying, "Verily My Sabbaths ye shall
keep; for it is a sign between Me and
you throughout your generations."
[Exodus 31:13]

In rejection of
light the hearts
of men are
hardened

The Lord sends messengers of
truth to the people; but when He
brings words of stern truth to bear
upon their consciences, there are
many who are in no way pleased or
grateful. The message of truth dis-
turbs them in their ease-loving serv-
ice of God, and they do not like the
rugged, thorny path that is pointed
out to them. They do not wish to
separate from the world, to practice
self-denial and self-sacrifice, and to
attain unto the likeness of Christ.
They desire to live at peace, and

glorify self, and do not wish to iden-
tify their interest with that of Jesus
Christ. They count that separation
from the pleasures of the world,
separation from the world's careless
neglect of piety and devotion, is too
heavy a cross for them to bear.

In rejection of light the hearts of
men are hardened, and they finally
unite with the agencies of apostasy in
a work of compelling the conscience
of those who do not agree with them,
in persecuting and putting to death
those who love God and keep His com-
mandments. But the Lord says to His
chosen people: "Behold, I send you
forth as sheep in the midst of wolves;
be ye therefore wise as serpents, and
harmless as doves. But beware of men;
for they will deliver you up to the
councils, and they will scourge you in
their synagogues; and ye shall be
brought before governors and kings
for My sake, for a testimony against
them and the Gentiles. But when they
deliver you up, take no thought how
or what ye shall speak; for it shall be
given you in that same hour what ye
shall speak. For it is not ye that
speak, but the Spirit of your Father
which speaketh in you. And the
brother shall deliver up the brother to
death, and the father the child; and
the children shall rise up against
their parents, and cause them to be
put to death. And ye shall be hated of
all men for My name's sake; but he
that endureth to the end shall be
saved.... And fear not them which
kill the body, but are not able to kill
the soul; but rather fear Him which is
able to destroy both soul and body in
hell. ... Whosoever therefore shall
confess Me before men, him will I
confess also before My Father which
is in heaven." [Matthew 10:16-22, 28,
32)
The remnant people of God are to

endure persecutions. "And the dragon
was wroth with the woman, and went
to make war with the remnant of her
seed, which keep the commandments
of God, and have the testimony of
Jesus Chris!." [Revelation 12: 17] They
are to give the warning message
against the power represented by "the
beas!." The prophet says of this
power, which represents the Papacy:
"There was given unto him a mouth
speaking great things and blas-
phemies; and power was given unto
him to continue forty and two
months. And he opened his mouth in
blasphemy against God, to blaspheme
His name, and His tabernacle, and
them that dwell in heaven. And it
was given unto him to make war with
the saints, and to overcome them: and
power was given him over all

God's church is
despised, persecuted,
and purified in the
furnace of afflictions

kindreds, and tongues, and nations.
And all that dwell upon the earth
shall worship Him, whose names are
not written in the book of life of the
Lamb slain from the foundation of
the world." [Revelation 13:5-8] The
remnant church of God are to give
the warning of the third angel to the
world: "If any man worship the beast
and his image, and receive his mark
in his forehead, or in his hand, the
same shall drink of the wine of the
wrath of God, which is poured out
without mixture into the cup of His
indignation." [Revelation 14:9, 10]
The church of God, despised and

persecuted by the world, are educated
and disciplined in the school of
Christ. They walk in narrow paths on
earth; they are purified in the fur-
nace of afflictions. For Jesus' sake
they endure opposition, hatred,
calumny. They follow Christ through
sore conflicts; they endure self-
denial, and experience bitter
disappointments; but their painful
experience teaches them the guilt and
woe of sin, and they look upon it
with abhorrence. Being partakers of
Christ's sufferings, they are destined
to be partakers of His glory. In holy
vision the prophet saw the triumph of
the people of God. He says: "I saw as
it were a sea of glass mingled with
fire; and them that had gotten the
victory over the beast, and over his
image, and over his mark, and over
the number of his name, stand on the
sea of glass, having the harps of God.
And they sing the song of Moses the
servant of God, and the song of the
Lamb, saying, Great and marvelous
are Thy works, Lord God Almighty;
just and true are Thy ways, Thou
King of saints." [Revelation 15:2,3] M

The Signs 0/ the Times, june 18, 1894
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"AS TRIALS thicken around us both
separation and unity will be seen

in our ranks. Some who are now
ready to take up weapons of warfare
will in times of real peril make it
manifest that they have not built
upon the solid rock; they will yield to
temptation. Those who have had great
light and precious privileges, but
have not improved them, will, under
one pretext or another, go out from
us.
"Not having received the love of

the truth, they will be taken in the
delusions of the enemy; they will give
heed to seducing spirits and doctrines
of devils, and will depart from the
faith. But, on the other hand, when
the storm of persecution really breaks
upon us, the true sheep will hear the
true Shepherd's voice." Testimollies,
vol. 6, 400, 40 I
We are living in a day when the

above testimony is being fulfilled
before our very eyes. We find from

many quarters a ground-swell move-
ment to denounce the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, and urge members
to deliberately separate from its
communion. Fantastic theories, sup-
posedly based on inspiration are
being set forth to try to establish the
separationist ideas. Some listeners ask,
"Where shall we go? What shall we
do? Shall we stop attending church
services?" Surely every wind of
doctrine is blowing, as Ellen White
said would take place. See Testi-
mOllies, vol. 5, 80
Readers would do well to note that

not only will there be movements
toward separation, but there will also
be corresponding movements toward
effecting greater unity in those that
remain in God's last church. In the
message of Revelation 3, the True
Witness proposes to bring about a
separation in His last church by
spewing out the unrepentant, while
these who have heeded His call to

repentance will be eternally redeemed.
The True Witness, while He was

yet here on earth, used still another
illustration of this separation,
namely, the parable of the wheat and
the tares (Matthew 13) to describe
this end-time separation. In this
parable Jesus also pinpoints the exact
time of separation, and by whom it
will be accomplished.

Two Parties Will Be Developed

In Matthew 13 and 25 as well as in
the Spirit of Prophecy we are in-
formed that two parties will develop
in the church. "A new life is coming
from heaven and taking possession of
all God's people. But divisions will
come in the church. Two parties will
be developed. The wheat and tares
grow up together for the harvest."
Selected Messages, Book 2, 114
As character develops, men and

women will take their positions; for
varied circumstances brought to bear
upon them will cause them to reveal
the spirit which prompts them to
action. Everyone will reveal the
character of the bundle with which
he is binding himself. The wheat is
being bound up for the heavenly

Uarner. . . . The true people of God'\
are now pulling apart, and the tares)
are being bound in bundles to burn.
Decided positions will be taken." Let-
ter 12, 1892
"For the Lord spake thus to me

with a strong hand, and instructed me
that I should not walk in the way of
this people, saying, Say ye not, A con-
federacy; neither fear ye their fear,
nor be afraid. Sanctify the Lord of
hosts Himself; and let Him be your
fear, and let Him be your dread. And
He shall be for a sanctuary; but for a
stone of stumbling and for a rock of
offence to both the houses of Israel,
for a gin and for a snare to the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem. And many among
them shall stumble, and fall, and be
broken, and be snared, and be taken.
Bind up the testimony, seal the law
among My disciples." Isaiah 8:11-16

"Here are plainly represented two
distinct parties formed from a com-
pany that was once united. The mem-
bers of one of these parties are in
resistance to the will of God. They
have taken themselves from the side
of the loyal and true, and are now
resisting the warnings of the Spirit of
God. To the obedient the Lord will be
'for a sanctuary.' " Review alld Herald,
July 18, 1907
"As we meet the judgment, all will

manifest their true character, and it
will be made plain to what company
they belong." Testimollies, vol. I, 100
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Today we can surely see these pre-
dictions being fulfilled. Divisions
have come into the church. Two
parties are bcing developed in the
church. Decided positions are now
bcing taken. The question that now
concerns many is when the false and
the true brethren in the church will
bc scparated, one from the other.
When will God's church militant be
purified through the removal of the
tares, and thc chaff separated from
the precious wheat?
How grateful we can be that Jesus

has provided all the answers. It will
all take place at the time of the
harvcst.

When Is the Time of the "Harvest"?

"The harvest is the end of proba-
tionary time." (Christ's Object Lessons,
72) "The harvest is the end of the
world." (Matthew 13:39) Obviously
the harvest commences at the time of
the judgment of the living. Observe
how the servant of the Lord associ-
ates the harvest and the judgment:
"The lookers-on may discern no

difference; but there is One who said
that the tares were not to be plucked
up by human hands lest the wheat be
rooted up also. Let both grow together
until the harvest. Then the Lord sends
forth His reapers to gather out the
tares and bind them in bundles to
burn while the wheat is gathered into
the heavenly garner. The time of
judgment is a most solemn period,
when the Lord gathers His own from
among the tares....

The one hand
that alone can
separate them
will give to
everyone his
true position
"The tares and wheat are now

commingled but then the one hand
that alone can separate them will give
to everyone his true position....
"The righteous are those who keep

the commandments of God, and they
will be forever separated from the
disobedient and unrighteous who
trampled underfoot the law of God.
The pure ore and the dross will no
longer commingle." Testimonies to
Ministers, 234-236

"Finite man is likely to misjudge
character, but God does not leave the
work of judgment and pronouncing
upon character to those who are not
fitted for it. We are not to say what
constitutes the wheat, and what the
tares. The time of the harvest will
fully determine the character of the
two classes specified under the figure
of the tares and the wheat. The work
of separation is given to the angels of
God, and not committed into the
hands of any man." Testimonies to
Ministers, 47
Clearly, the investigative judgment

of the living marks the time of the
harvest, the end of probationary time
when one shall be taken and the other
left. At the same time the great final
crisis over true Sabbath-keeping and
the Sunday law issue ensues. While
some receive the mark of the beast,
the true people of God will receive
the mark of the living God.
In the passages which follow the

servant of the Lord once again iden-
tifies the time of separation, when
the two classes will no longer
commingle, to be the time when the
Sunday laws will be trying men's
souls, and the mark of the beast will
be urged upon us.
"Then will come the times which

will try men's souls; for the con-
federacy of apostasy will demand
that the loyal subjects of God shall
renounce the law of Jehovah, 'and
repudiate the truth of His word. Then
will the gold be separated from the
dross, and it will be made apparent
who are the godly, who are loyal and
true, and who are the disloyal, the
dross and the tinsel. What clouds of
chaff will then be borne away by the
fan of God! Where now our eyes can
discover only rich floors of wheat,
chaff will be blown away with the
fan of God. Everyone who is not
centered in Christ will fail to stand
the test and ordeal of that day. While
those who are clothed with Christ's
righteousness will stand firm to truth
and duty, those who have trusted in
their own righteousness will be
ranged under the black banner of the
prince of darkness. Then it will be
seen whether the choice is for Christ
or BeliaL" Review and Herald,
November 8, 1892
"The time is not far distant when

the test will come to every soul. The
mark of the beast will be urged upon
us. In this time, the gold will be sep-
arate rom e ross in t e church:"
Testimonies, vol. 5, 81

Who Does the Separating?

"The tares and wheat are now

commingled, but then the one hand
that alone can separate them will give
to everyone his true postion." Tes-
timonies to Ministers, 235

It is the angels
that do the
work of
separation

"True, there are tares with the
wheat; but Christ said He would send
His angels to first gather the tares
and bind them in bundles to burn
them, but gather the wheat into the
garner. I know that the Lord loves
His church. It is not to be disor-
ganized or broken up into indepen-
dent atoms. There is not the least con-
sistency in this; there is not the least
evidence that such a thing will be.
Those who shall heed this false mes-
sage and try to leaven others will be
deceived and prepared to receive ad-
vanced delusions, and they will come
to nought.
"There is in some of the members

of the church, pride, self-sufficiency,
stubborn unbelief, and a refusing to
yield their ideas, although evidence
may be piled upon evidence which
makes the message to the Laodicean
church applicable. But that will not
blot out the church that it will not
exist. Let both tares and wheat grow_
togeth'cr until the harvest. Then it is
the angels thatao the work of separa-
tion." Selected Messages, Book 2, 68-69

Shall We Separate?

Surely it would be folly for us to
consider that because of the decep-
tions and sins which have crept into
the church, that we must now with-
draw ourselves and our membership
from the church so that we will no
longer commingle with the tares in
the church. God has specifically
designated, not only the time when
the separation shall take place, but
also by whom the cleavage will be
effected. It will not be by you and me
making a premature departure from
the church, but it will be accom-
plished only by the one hand that
alone can separate the two classes.
For us to assume or presume to take
on God's prerogatives would be no
better than Uzzah's trying to steady
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the ark of God. Our duty at this time
is not separation, but rather to heed
the many calls from God to
repentance, revival and reformation.
Dare any of us to try to designate

who is a tare and who is wheat?
.Surely, though "there are among us
wicked men who do not love the
truth" (Review and Herald, August 21,
1888, 239), we must realize that we
cannot ourselves pull up the tares, lest
we pull up wheat also, nor are any of
us qualified to blow away the chaff.
Dare we, feeble mortals that we are,
run ahead of the Lord? Should we not
rather heed the admonition of Jesus
to allow the two classes to grow
together in the church until the
harvest, when separation will be
made by other than human hands?

Yet Another Illustration

In the parable of the ten virgins,
Jesus gave yet another illustration of
the final separation to take place in
the last church between the righteous
and the unrepentant. We find in this
parable that once again the separa-
tion of the wise and the foolish vir-
gins came near the end of probation-
ary time, when it was too late for the
foolish ones to obtain the indwelling
Holy Spirit. And while they were
gone away to search, the wise ones
were admitted to the marriage feast
(judgment) and the door was shut.
When the foolish ones returned, Jesus
answered their pleadings with "I
know you not." In effect, they had
been spewed out, as was the case with
unrepentant Laodiceans. Like chaff,
they had been blown away on the
wind. However, as with the wheat
and the tares, the wise and the foolish
had commingled until the time when
God made the separating determina-
tion at the end of probationary time.

So Much Chaff in God's Church

"Many a star that we have ad-
mired for its brilliancy will then go
out in darkness. Chaff like a cloud
will be borne away on the wind even
from places where we see only floors
of rich wheat." Testimonies, vol. 5, 81
"But the church, defective as it is,

and enfeebled with so much chaff, is
the only object on earth upon which
He bestows His highest regard. In His
estimation the church in heaven and
the church on earth are identical. He
has promised to come personally into
the midst of His church." MS. 13, 1895
Until the time of separation

arrives, that pile of mixed chaff and
wheat remains exceedingly precious
to the Lord for its wheat content. He
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will come personally into the midst of
His church militant, to cleanse it, for
God loves His church militant, (see
Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 971) in spite
of its failings and so much chaff.

"Come Out from among Them, and
Be Ye Separate" (2 Corinthians 6:17)

In the above command issued by
Paul, from what are we admonished
to separate? Some would have us
apply it to the church. Paul did not.

Where shall we
go to?
Where is the
fold where no
wolves will
enter?

Until the end-time harvest, while the
whca t and the tares commingle in the
church, the wheat certainly need not,
nor will they, volunteer to associate
with the tares in their ungodly ac-
tivities and practices. They need not
join them in their worldliness and
sins! They need not partake of their
wicked characters, nor accept their
doctrinal errors-doctrines of devils-
which they teach. Rather, the true
servants of God will sigh and will cry
for all these abominations that will
be perpetrated by the tares in the
ehurch. And more especially at the
time when the 144,000 will be sealed,
the faithful will openly declare their
position for the truth by obeying the
command, through the Holy Spirit, to
"Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy
voice like a trumpet, and show My
people their transgression, and the
house of Jacob their sins." Isaiah 58:1

Pulling Apart from What?

In Letter 12, 1892, the servant of
the Lord advised that "the true
people of God are now pulling apart,
and the tares are being bound in
bundles to burn." The context of this
passage does not suggest that God's
true people were at that time "pulling
apart" from the ehurch, or that they
would in the future, but rather that
they will pull apart from errors, sins,
and worldliness of the tares. The very
next sentence states that "decided
positions will be taken" by both

parties in the church. Both were
devcloping their characters for the
harvest time.
In the testimony, Ellen G. White

wrote in the present tense as to
"pulling apart." There is not the
slightest shred of evidence that she
was in any way leading a movement
to pull apart from the church. All
though her ministry her message was
ever to "press together in unity."

The Example of Jesus
Our Exemplar was ever separate

from "sin and sinners," yet He dwelt
among sinners, taught them to give up
sin, ate with them, walked with them
and went to church with them on the
Sabbath days.
Christ continued to attend church

services even though the scribes and
the Pharisees were teaching false,
.manmade doctrines, even as some do
in our day. But He always took a
decided personal stand against error
and clearly declared Himself on the
side of truth. While Christ was ever
separated from their false teachings
and sins He still attended worship
services with them and tried to give a
positive witness for truth. So it
should be with us.

\., Ellen White, Her Example

Although Ellen White often com-
mented on the Bible text to "come
out" (quoted earlier) and be separate,
she never applied it to indicate that
we were to separate ourselves from
the church, nor did she ever by her
own example separate herself. She
remained a loyal and supportive
member until her death. But she did
urge members to separate themselves
from sin and the ways of sinners.
She did comment once on the pos-

sibility that men might cast her name
out of the church, but did so in the
con tex t tha tit would not lead her to
take a stand against Christ. Note: "If
my name is cast out as evil, I am in
excellent eompany. Those who would
not receive Christ were dead in
trespasses and sins." Lorna Linda
Messages, abridged edition, p. 232

The Lord's servant did have a
pointed eomment for those who
would use the Pauline text (2 Corin-
thians 6) to support an exodus from
the church, as follows: "Supposing
this spurious message is the one
everyone must hear for this time,
'Come out of her, My people.' Where
shall we go to? Where shall we find
the purity, goodness, and holiness
where we shall be secure? Where is
the fold where no wolves will enter?"



Printed in the Review and Herald,
November 8, 1956
Once again we might ask, Should

we try to remove tares and chaff
from the church, or should we judge
ourselves to be pure wheat and decide
that we have commingled with tares
in the church long enough, and there-
fore remove ourselves from God's
threshing floor?
We believe that any candid person

having read these few pages must
conclude that it is God who will do
the separating that needs to be done
in the church, and that when the time

for it comes, God is well able to ef-
feet the work and does not need our
feeble, ineffective and clumsy efforts
to do the removing for Him. We find
no support whatever for the present
agi ta tion by some that we leave the
church. If that is what they wish to
do, we perhaps cannot help them, but
let us not aid, nor abet, any work
which is not indited by God.

EDITORS NOTE: Dr. Rosenvold has pre-
pared a very thorough study of the
Spirit of Prophecy evidence dealing
with this matter of willful separation

from the fellowship of the church. We
have printed here only a small part of
this material; for any who may be
wrestling with the thought of with-
drawing their membership, or who
may be working in behalf of someone
who has withdrawn, we suggest a
careful reading of Dr. Rosenvold's
book, Separation and Unity. This valu-
able volume is available from Hope
International. Suggested donation is
$6, plus 10 per cent for shipping and
handling.

LEITERS TO THE EDITOR

We appreciate the fine articles on
the health message in the May issue
of Our Firm Foundation. However, I
question the validity of the conclu-
sion reached by the doctors in the
reprint of the General Conference
Bulletin of 1907 regarding treatment
for malaria.
However sincere Doctors Paulson

and Kress may have been in their clin-
ical trials, I feel certain that the
fevers they were treating at that time
in Michigan were not the real malaria
such as occurs in tropical and subtrop-
ical countries-the disease caused by
the protozoa Plasmodium and trans-
mitted by the mosquito Anopheles.
It was my privilege to associate

with Elder W.H. Anderson, pioneer
missionary to Africa, who was pres-
ent at the establishment of our first
mission in the interior of the con-
tinent at Solusi. With deep feeling he
related his experience of witnessing
the last illnesses and deaths from
malaria of several of those pioneers,
who had been strictly adhering to the
practice of treating the disease by
hydrotherapy, and repudiating
quinine. Elder Anderson himself used
quinine, and survived to serve fifty
years in Africa, while the graves of
those brave but misguided mission-
aries remain silent witnesses to the
inefficacy of hydrotherapy without
antimalarial medication in the treat-

ment of the real disease of malaria.

P.S. Marsa, M.D.
Lake Orion, Michigan

EDITORS NOTE: Dr. Marsa's thoughtful
letter raises a good question, one
which we felt deserved some checking
into. Relatively few qualified medi-
cal personnel have had a significant
amount of experience using hydro-
therapy to treat dangerous diseases,
let alone malaria. We did, however,
learn about the matter from conversa-
tions with Dr. Richard Hanson of
Poland Spring, Maine, Dr. Marjorie
Baldwin of Wildwood, Georgia, and
Dr. Mor_ris Butler of Sheridan,
Oregon, all of whom were familiar
with the 1907 report and have had
considerable experience with hydro-
therapy.
The three doctors agreed there was

no doubt that Dr. Paulson's 1907
report was accurate. Malari,a was
common in Michigan at the turn of
the century, and the microscopic
smear test used at the time would of-
fer conclusive proof as to the nature
of the disease being treated. But they
also pointed out that there is more
than one variety of malaria. The
form common in the western world is
caused by the protozoa Plasmodium
Vivax, whereas the African form is
caused by Plasmodium Falciparum.

Though both forms are potentially
fatal, the African strain is more
severe and much more difficult to
trea t.
Dr. Butler, who spent many years

in African mission service, reports
that the hydrotherapy procedures he
has used in cases of Falciparum have
not proved effective. At present the
best treatment in such cases seems to
. be the special drugs developed to re-
o place the old quinine treatment.

These drugs are all highly toxic,
but they offer the best probability of
recovery at this time. Dr. Butler
believes hydrotherapy to be useful as
a preventive measure in maintaining
one's resistance to disease, but knows
of no natural nontoxic remedy for
developed cases of Falciparum. While
acknowledging the necessity of toxic
medications under current conditions,
Dr. Butler maintains optimism that
further study and careful experimen-
tation may yield better alternatives.
In Selected Messages, Book 2, 282,

Elder W.C. White quotes his mother as
saying that the giving of quinine-
when the only other apparent pros-
pect was death-would not be wrong,
because "we are expected to do the
best we can." We believe this counsel
would still apply, but eagerly await
the day when the "best we can" do is
something better than toxic drugs.
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John N. Loughborough
John N. Loughborough

A Sign
of the
Remnant

"FOLLOW AFTER charity, and
desire spiritual gifts, but rather

that ye may prophesy." (I Corinthians
14:1) In the enumeration of the gifts,
as the Lord places them in the
church, the gift of prophecy is the
second in order, as is seen by reading
I Corinthians 12:28: "And God hath
set some in the church, first apostles,
secondarily prophets." As we look still
further in Paul's writings, we see in
his comparison of the gifts why this
order is observed: "Wherefore tongues
are for a sign, not to them that
believe, but to them that believe not:
but prophesying serveth not for them
that believe not, but for them which
believe." (14:22) The work of an
apostle is to lead out in raising up
companies of believers, and in plant-
ing the standard of truth in various
fields; then follows instruction
through the gift of prophecy, for the
counsel, encouragement, and building
up of the church.
As we look at the apostle Paul's

writings concerning the second com-
ing of Christ, it will be observed that
he connects the gift of prophecy with
the heralding of that event. In the
Thessalonian letter he says: "For
yourselves know perfectly that the
day of the Lord so cometh as a thief
in the night. ... But ye, brethren, are
not in darkness, that that day should
overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the
children of light, and the children of
the day: we are not of the night, nor
of darkness." I Thessalonians 5:2-5
To that people who are not in the

dark concerning the coming of the
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Lord the apostle gives the following
weigh ty exhortations: "Rejoice ever-
more. Pray without ceasing. In every-
thing give thanks: for this is the will
of God in Christ Jesus concerning
you. Quench not the Spirit. Despise
not prophesying. Prove all things;
hold fast that which is good." (5:16-
21) It is evident from this language
that if the Spirit of the Lord is left to
work as God designs, there will be
among the believers of the second
advent, good and true manifestations
of the prophetic gift. Murdock's
Syriac translation of this text reads:

Prophesy not
unto us right
things, speak
unto us smooth
things

"Despise not prophesying." Green-
field, in his Greek lexicon, gives as
the meaning of the word here ren-
dered "prophesyings," "the exercise
of the gift of prophecy, in this sense."
(5:20) Wi th this also agree the lexicons
of Parkhurst, Robinson, and Liddell
and Scott.
In writing to the Corinthians con-

cerning the day of the Lord, and the
end of all things, the apostle teaches

the same great truth respecting the
exercise of the gifts of the Spirit of
God. He says, "I thank my God al-
ways on your behalf, for the grace of
God which is given you by Jesus
Christ; that in everything ye are en-
riched by Him, in all utterance, and
in all knowledge; even as the tes-
timony of Christ was confirmed in
you ("among you," Syriac and
Boothroyd): so that ye come behind in
no gift; waiting for the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ: who shall also con-
firm you unto the end, that ye may
be blameless in the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ." 1 Corinthians 1:4-8
From this Scripture we learn that

those who are waiting for Christ's
coming, and who are to be confirmed
to the end, and who are found
"blameless" at His coming, are to be
favored with all the gifts of the Holy
Spirit.
That which prepares the way for

this desirable condition is the con-
firming of "the testimony of Christ."
What is this "testimony of Jesus"
which is "confirmed in" them, and
"among" them? This is clearly de-
fined in Revelation 19, where we
have a record of John in vision on
the Isle of Patmos. As he saw the
glory of the angel who showed him
those wonderful things, he took him
to be an object for his worship, and
he said: "I fell at his feet to worship
him. And he said unto me, See thou
do it not: I am thy fellow servant, and
of thy brethren that have the tes-
timony of Jesus: worship God: for the
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of



prophecy." (Revelation 19:10) This
being an inspired explanation of the
"testimony of Jesus," let us read the
text given in I Corinthians I, with
this definition inserted: "The spirit
of prophecy" was confirmed in you or
among you: so that ye come behind in
no gift; waiting for the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. l

The Remnant Church

Of the church waiting for Christ's
second coming, we read in Revela-
tion: "And the dragon [the devil) was
wroth with the woman [the church),
and went to make war with the rem-
nant of her seed, which keep the
commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ." (Revela-
tion 12: 17) Here, then, is the last of
the church in her probationary state,
two features being prominent in her
work-the keeping of all the com-
mandments of God, and having the
spirit of prophecy.
That we are right in applying the

"remnant" to the last phase of the
church is apparent from the words
found in Joel's prophecy. When speak-
ing of the end, the prophet says:
"And I will show wonders in the
heavens and in the earth, blood, and
fire, and pillars of smoke. The sun
shall be turned into darkness, and the
moon into blood, before the great and
the terrible day of the Lord come.
And it shall come to pass, that
whosoever shall call on the name of
the Lord shall be delivered; for in
mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be
deliverance, as the Lord hath said,
and in the remnant whom the Lord
shall call." (Joel 2:30-32) So the
"remnant" church, the church called
out, and fitted for the Lord's coming,
will be keeping all the command-
ments of God, and the gift, or spirit,
of prophecy will be with them to
"confirm" them to the end.
In the prophecy of Isaiah we have

a testimony concerning this same
people, and a statement respecting the
opposition to their work. The prophet
says: "Now go, write it before them
in a table, and note it in a book, that
it may be for the time to come for
ever and ever [Hebrew: the latter day,
margin): that this is a rebellious
people, lying children, children that
will not hear the law of the Lord:
which say to the seers, See not; and to
the prophets, Prophesy not unto us
right things, speak unto us smooth
things, prophesy deceits: get you out
of the way, turn aside out of the
path, cause the Holy One of Israel to
cease from before us." Isaiah 30:8-11
Here is presented what is to be

found in the last days, a people teach-
ing the law of God, and the gift of

prophecy as connected with their
work, which work is the exalting of
the Holy One of Israel, and making
plain His pathway of light and truth.
Those opposing them desire an easier
path, and "smooth things," con-
sequently they reject the law of God
and the teachings of His Holy Spirit
through the gift of prophecy.

A "seer"
communicated
knowledge from
God to the
people

That it is this gift that is here
spoken of, and not teachers in the or-
dinary sense, is evident from the
word here used to designate them.
They "say to the seers, See not." What
is a "seer"? In the book of Samuel is
given an account of Saul and his
father's servants seeking for lost
animals. In their journey they came to
the town where Samuel the prophet
lived, "and as they went up the hill
to the city, they found young maidens
going out to draw water, and said
unto them, Is the seer here? (Before-
time in Israel, when a man went to
inquire of God, thus he spake, Come,
and let us go to the seer: for he that is
now called a Prophet was before time
called a Seer.)" (1 Samuel 9:11, 9) A
"seer," then, was one who communi-
cated knowledge from God to the
people; for when they went to him,
they went to inquire of God. In the
light, then, of this testimony of
Isaiah, such a prophetic gift is to be
connected with the proclamation of
the law of God in the latter days. 2

The Time of Deliverance

In the prophecy of Ezekiel we
have a comparison of the final deliv-
erance of God's people with the deliv-
erance of Israel from Egypt. He says:
"And I will bring you out from the
people, and will gather you out of the
countries wherein ye are scattered,
with a mighty hand, and with a
stretched out arm, and with fury
poured out. And I will bring you into
the wilderness of the people, and
there will I plead with you face to
face. Like as I pleaded with your
fathers in the wilderness of the land
of Egypt, so will I plead with you,
saith the Lord God. And I will cause

you to pass under the rod, and I will
bring you into the bond of the
covenant." Ezekiel 20:34-37
Instead of this people being in a

literal wilderness, as were the Israel-
ites, they come into the "wilderness
of the people." In the twelfth chapter
of Revelation, is a view of the Lord's
church going into the wilderness for
twelve hundred and sixty years. (Rev-
elation 12:6-14) In the Song of
Solomon the church is represented as
coming out of the wilderness, and
here the inquiry is raised, "Who is
this that cometh up from the wilder-
ness, leaning [not on civil law, nor
earthly supports. No, but) upon her
Beloved. (Song of Solomon 8:5) Again:
the church is spoken of as "she that
looketh forth as the morning, fair as
the moon, clear as the sun, and ter-
rible as an army with banners." 6:10
With the church brought out of the

wilderness of the people, the Lord
says He will plead as He pleaded with
Israel in the literal wilderness. By
looking at the testimony in Exodus
16:28, 29, we see how He began to
plead with them there. He said: "How
long refuse ye to keep My command-
ments and My laws? See, for that the
Lord hath given you the Sabbath;
therefore He giveth you on the sixth
day the bread of two days; abide ye
every man in his place, let no man go
out of his place on the seventh day."

Where is to be
found the gift of
prophecy?

By this comparison we see that as
the Lord carries on this work of lead-
ing His people from "the wilderness
of the people," He will plead with
them to keep His holy Sabbath. He
also said that He would bring them
into the "bond of the covenant."
God's "covenant commanded" is the
ten commandments. (See Deuteronomy
4:13) The bond-seal, or sign of
authority, of that covenant, is the
Sabbath of the fourth commandment.
(See Exodus 31:13, 17, Ezekiel 20:12,
20) This bringing of the people into
the "bond of the covenant" shows a
Sabbath reform as a part of the
pleading with those brought forth
from the wilderness of the people.
As the deliverance of this people is

to be after the manner of the deliver-
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the
In the

ance of the Israelites, it is well to
consider another point connected
with their deliverance, which is men-
tioned by the prophet Hosea. He says,
"By a prophet the Lord brought Israel
out of Egypt, and by a prophet was
he preserved." (Hosea 12:13) If there
is to be a similarity to this in the
final deliverance, it must be that the
gift of prophecy, as has been shown
in the Scripture citations, is to act its
part in preparing a people for that
event. As we are nearing the time of
that final deliverance, and are in the
very period when a people should be
heralding the glorious advent of
Christ, the inquiry naturally arises,
Where is to be found the gift of
prophecy?3

The Prophetic Gift

"Even as the testimony of Christ
was confirmed in you: so that ye
come behind in no gift; waiting for
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."
I Corinthians 1:6,7
This "testimony of Jesus," as we

have learned from Revelation 19, is
"the spirit of prophecy"; and from
the Scripture just quoted, we see that
the prophetic gift was to be with the
people who were proclaiming and
waiting for the second coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
About 1833, but more especially

since 1840, a message has been sound-
ing through the earth proclaiming the
coming of Christ near at hand, "even
at the door." In connection with this
proclamation the Lord has been
pleased to manifest the power of His
Spirit in various ways, and in a
marked manner. In many instances,
not only in America, but in other
lands, the Lord has been gracious to
His people who have been engaged in
heralding the glad tidings of our
returning Lord, by speaking to them
through the gift of prophecy. Atten-
tion is here called to some instances
of this character in America.
The first to be noticed is that of a

godly man,-a well-educated and
talented minister by the name of Wil-
liam Foy, who resided in Boston,
Massachusetts. At two different times
during the year 1842, the Lord came
so near to him that he was wrapped
in holy vision. One of these occasions
was on January 18, and the other was
on February 4. By invitation he went
from city to city to tell of the
wonderful things he had seen; and in
.order to accommodate the vast crowds
who assembled to hear him, large
halls were secured, where he related
to thousands what had been shown
him of the hea venl y world, the
loveliness of the New Jerusalem and
of the angelic hosts. When dwelling
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upon the tender, compassionate love
of Christ for poor sinners, he ex-
horted the unconverted to seek God,
and scores responded to his tender
entrea ties.

He did not
understand
third step
journey

Brother Foy's work continued until
the year 1844, near the close of the
twenty-three hundred days. Then he
was favored with another manifesta-
tion of the Holy Spirit,-a third vision
was given,-one which he did not
understand. In this he was shown the
pa th wa y of the people of God
through to the heavenly city. He saw
a great platform, on which multitudes
of people gathered. Occasionally one
would drop through thi'S platform out
of sight, and of such a one it was said
to him, "Apostatized." Then he saw
the people rise to a second platform,
and some of these also dropped
through the platform out of sight;
and finally a third platform
appeared, which extended to the gates
of the holy city. A great company
gathered with those who had ad-
vanced to this platform. As he ex-
pected the Lord Jesus to come in a
very short time, he failed to recognize
the fact that a third message was to
follow the first and second messages
of Revelation 14. Consequently the
vision, to him, was inexplicable, and
he ceased public speaking. After the
close of of the prophetic period, in
the year 1845, he heard another relate
the same vision, with the explanation
that "the first and second messages
had been given, and that a third was
to follow."
Another instance of the manifesta-

tion of the gift of prophecy is found
in the case of a young man who
resided in Poland, [Maine), by the
name of Hazen Foss. He was a man of
fine appearance, pleasing address,
with a good academic education. In
the month of September, 1844, about
six weeks before the close of the
twenty-three hundred days, the Lord
gave him a vision, in which he, like
Brother Foy, was shown the "three
platforms" in the heavenly pathway.
Some messages of warning to individ-
uals were also given him, which he
was instructed to deliver. In connec-

tion with this he was shown the trials
and persecutions that would follow if
he was faithful in relating what had
been shown to him. As he also was
expecting the Lord to come "in a few
more days" (as they then sang), he
did not understand the third step
("platform") in the journey; and
shrinking from the cross, he refused
to relate the vision. The view was
repeated to him; and in addition to
the first, he was told that if he still
refused to tell what had been shown
him, the burden would be taken from
him, and given to one of the weakest
of the Lord's children, one who
would faithfully narrate what God
would reveal. Again he refused. A
third vision was given him, a very
short one, in which he was told that
he was released, and was shown the
person upon whom the Lord had laid
the burden, "one of the weakest of
the weak, who would do the Lord's
bidding."

God has fulfilled
His word, I am a
lost man

This startled the young man, who
at once appointed a meeting on
McGuire Hill, Poland, Maine, for the
purpose of relating what had been
revealed to him. The people crowded
together to see and hear him. He
carefully related his experience,-how
he had refused to relate what the
Lord had shown him, and what would
result from his refusal. "Now," said
he, "I will tell you the vision." But,
alas! it was too late. It had gone from
him. Not a word could he recall. He
wrung his hands in anguish, saying,
"God has fulfilled His word. He has
taken the vision from me. I am a lost
man." From that time the man lived
without hope, and died in 1893.'

The Weakest of the Weak

Within two months after the close
of the twenty-three hundred days
(about January I, 1845), Miss Ellen G.
Harmon, of Portland, Maine, then
only about seventeen years of age,
began to receive revelations from the
Lord. She was at that time in a very
critical condition of health, being
indeed, as Foss was told, the instru-
ment God would choose, "the weakest.
of the weak." From a wound received



when about nine years of age, she
nearly bled to death, and ever after-
ward was unable to attend school. For
several weeks before her first revela-
tion she had scarcely been able to
speak above a whisper. One physician
diagnosed her case as dropsical
consumption, with the right lung
decayed, and the left one con-
siderably diseased: and to aggravate
her condition, her heart was also
affected. All this made her recovery
doubtful; in fact, he thought she
could live but a very short time at
most, and was liable to drop away at
any moment. It was with great dif-
ficulty that she could breathe when
lying down, and at night rest could be
obtained only by being bolstered up
in bed in an almost sitting posture.
Frequent spells of coughing and
hemorrhages from the lungs had
greatly reduced her physical strength.
Her weight at that time was only
seventy pounds.
In this weakened condition, she

was instructed, in vision, to go and
rela te to others what the Lord had
made known to her. She was directed
to go to Poland, Maine, the place
where Foss had failed when trying to
relate the vision given to him. Here
she related what the Lord had shown
her. In an adjoining room, Foss heard

the narration; and after the meeting
he remarked to others, "The vision
Ellen related is as near like what was
shown to me as two persons could tell
the same thing." The next morning on
seeing Sister Harmon, he said, "That
is the instrument on whom the Lord
has laid the burden." To Miss Harmon
he said, "Be faithful in bearing the
burden laid upon you, and in relating
the testimonies the Lord shall give
you, and you will get through to the
kingdom"; and then, in anguish, he
said, "Oh, I am a lost man!"
The gift of prophecy, as mani-

fested through Miss Harmon (now
Mrs. E. G. White, she having been
married to Elder James White in
August, 1846) has been connected
with the third angel's message for
about fifty-three years.
The Scriptures show clearly that

such a gift is to be connected with
the last work of the people of God;
that it is to go before in preparing
the way for the development of all
the gifts, so that the church will
"come behind in no gift; waiting for
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."
Such a gift of prophecy was to be
connected with a message proclaiming
obedience to all God's comma"ndments.
The students of Scripture prophe-

cies have ever claimed that "when the

time comes for the fulfillment of a
prophecy, the genuine fulfillment is
there, and not a counterfeit." The
Lord's time came for the third angel's
message,-for a people to arise, teach-
ing the observance of all the com-
mandments of God,-a message with
which should also be connected the
Spirit of Prophecy. There is just such
a message now being given to the
world, and the gift of prophecy is
connected with it; not to give a new
revela tion to take the place of the
Scriptures, but simplifying and
making clear the truths taught
therein, and urging the importance of
more earnest study of the Sacred
Word.
It comes in these times, when there

is a "form of godliness" without the
power, to show us where we are liable
to be swerved from the way of God's
eternal truth. It comes as a counselor
and guide in the management and ex-
tension of the work.5 II

1. Rel"ielV alld Herald, June 27, 1899
2. Ibid., July 4, 1899
3. Ibid., July II, 1899
4. Ibid., July 18, 1899
5. Ibid., July 25, 1899

Arm ag ed d on Fa c to r: Ma king the
forces of righteousness strong to win
Armageddon is, for conservative
Christians like our President, acting
in fulfillment" of God's prophecies
and in accordance with His divine
will. His attitudes relative to military
spending, and his coolness to nuclear
disarmament, are consistent with such
apocalyptic views. There is no reason
to get wrought up about the national
debt if God is soon going to foreclose
on the whole world. Only by keeping
such considerations in mind can we
appreciate where our President may
be coming from and where he pos-
sibly may be taking us, writes James
Mills, former California Senate presi-
dent pro tempore. Church & State,
November, 1985

Seek To Dominate: Leaders of the
"fundamentalist new right" are "so-
called Baptists" who betray their
heritage. A Baptist church-state
expert, Stan Hastey, said, "They
betray their heritage because they do

not understand the religious plural-
ism which religious freedom de-
mands." The struggle for religious
freedom "threatens to dismantle the
largest Baptist body of all, the
Southern Baptist Convention." He
declared that it is a "Iife-or-death
struggle over our very identity....
The Falwells and Robertsons may
settle for watered-down, state-
endorsed religion for the time being.
But in the long haul, what they seek
is a state dominated by the orthodox.
And they will decide what is ortho-
dox." SOllthern Balltist Convention,
(SBC Today) February, 1986

Restraint = Activism: When President
Reagan made headlines last fall by
pledging to use the rest of his tenure
to appoint judges who practice
"judicial restraint," he meant some-
thing very different from the com-
mon legal usage. Philip Kurland, a
pillar of old-fashioned restraint at

the Uni versi ty of Chicago La w
School, put it recently, "Judges are
being appointed in the expectation
that they will rewrite laws and the
Constitution to the administration's
liking. Reagan's judges are activists
in support of conservative dogma."
Washington Post Weekly, February 3,
1986

Global Conference: World religious
and political leaders met in New
York for the Global Spiritual and
Parliamentary Forum on Human Sur-
vival and called for a 1987 world
conference of leaders. Twenty people
-10 affiliated with religion and 10
with politics-held what they called a
"core group meeting." The estab-
lishment of a continuing forum of
world religious and parliamentary
leaders is "a first in the world's
history." The Group declared that
"spiritual insight and political will
create effective action in an emerging
world community." The Arizona
Repllblic, October 26, 1985
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fidence in the power of God to
deliver them.
Jacob would not be turned away.

He knew that God was merciful, and
he appealed to His mercy. He pointed
back to his past sorrow for, and
repentance of, his wrongs, and urged
his petition for deliverance from the
hand of Esau. Thus his importuning
continued all night. As he reviewed
his past wrongs, he was driven almost
to despair. But he knew that he must
have help from God or perish. He
held the angel fast, and urged his
petition with agonizing, earnest cries,
until he prevailed. Thus will it be
with the righteous. As they review
the events of their past lives, their
hopes will almost sink. But as they
realize that it is a case of life or
death, they will earnestly cry unto
God, and appeal to Him in regard to
their past sorrow for, and humble
repentance of, their many sins, and
then will refer to His promise: "Let
him take hold of My strength, that he
may make peace with Me, and he
shall make peace with Me." [Isaiah
27:5] Thus will thcir earnest petitions
be offcred to God day and night. God
would not have heard the prayer of
Jacob, and mercifully saved his life,
if he had not previously repented of
his wrongs in obtaining the blessing
by fraud. Every cffort was put for-
ward by Satan and his host to dis-

In his distress, Jacob laid hold of
the Angel, and held Him and wrestled
with Him all night. So also will the
righteous, in the time of their trouble
wrestle with God in prayer. Jacob
prayed all night for deliverance from
the hand of Esau. The righteous in
their mental anguish will cry -to God
day and night for deliverance from
the hands of the wicked who sur-
round them. Jacob confessed his
unworthiness: "I am not worthy of
the least of all the mercies and of all
the truth which Thou hast showed
unto Thy servant." [Genesis 32:10]
The righteous will have a deep sense
of their shortcommgs, and with many
tears will acknowledge their utter
unworthiness, and, like Jacob, will
plead the promises of God through
Christ, made to just such dependent,
helpless, repenting sinners.
Jacob took firm hold of the Angel

and would not let Him go. As he
made supplication with tears, the An-
gel reminded him of his past wrongs,
and endeavored to escape from him,
to test and prove him. So will the
righteous in the day of their anguish,
be tested, proved, and tried, to
manifest their strength of faith, their
perseverance, and unshaken con-
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JACOB AND ESAU represent two
classes. Jacob, the righteous; and

Esau, the wicked. Jacob's night of
wrestling and anguish represents the
time of trouble through which the
people of God must pass just prior to
the second coming of Christ. Jeremiah
refers to this time: "Wherefore do I
see every man with his hands on his
loins, as a woman in travail, and all
faces are turned into paleness? Alas!
for that day is great so that none is
like it: it is even the time of Jacob's
trouble; but he shall be out of
it." [Jeremiah. 30:6, 7] Daniel, in
prophetic vision looking down to this
point, says: "And at that time shall
Michael stand up, the great Prince
which standeth for the children of
Thy people; and there shall be a time
of trouble such as never was since
there was a nation even to that same
time; and at that time Thy people
shall be delivered, everyone that
shall be found written in the book."
[Daniel 1:12] Isaiah speaks of the
same time: "Come, My people, enter
thou into thy chambers, and shut thy
door about thee, hide thyself for a
little moment, until the indignation
be overpast. For, behold, the Lord
cometh out of His place to punish the
inhabitants of the earth for their
iniquity; the earth also shall disclose
her blood, and shall no more cover
her slain." [Isaiah 26:20, 21]
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courage Jacob and break his hold
upon God by forcing upon him a
sense of the sin of his falsehood and
deception. But Jacob was not left
alone; the Captain of the Lord's host,
attended by an army of angels, was
close beside the depressed, fear-
stricken man, tha t he might not
perish.
The righteous, like Jacob, will

manifest unyielding faith and earnest
determination, which will take no
denial. They will feel their unworthi-
ness, but will have no concealed
wrongs to reveal. If they had sins,
unconfessed and unrepented of, to
appear then before them, while tor-
tured with fear and anguish, they
would be overwhelmed. Despair
would cut off their earnest faith, and
they could not have confidence to
plead with God thus earnestly for
deliverance; their precious moments
would be spent in confessing hidden
sins, and bewailing their hopeless
condition.
In these days of peril those who

ha ve been unfaithful in their duties
in life, and whose mistakes and sins
of neglect are registered against them
in the book in heaven, unrepented of
and unforgiven, will be overcome by
Satan. Everyone is to be tested and
severely tried. Satan will exert all his
encrgies, and call to his aid his evil
host, who will exereise all their
experience, artifice, and cunning, to
deceive souls and wrest them from
the hands of Jesus Christ. He makes
them bclieve they may be unfaithful
in the minor duties of life, and God
will not see, God will not notice; but
that Being who numbers the hairs of
our head, and marks the fall of the
little sparrow, notices every deviation
from truth, every departure from
honor and integrity in both secular
and religious things. These errors and
sins corrupt th<; man, and disqualify
him for the society of heavenly
angels. By his defiled character he
has placed himself under the flag of
Sa tan. The arch deceiver has power
over this class. The more exalted their
profession, the more honorable the
position they have held, the more
grievous their course in the sight of
God, the more sure the triumph of
Satan. These will have no shelter in
{he time of Jacob's trouble. Their sins
will then appear of such magnitude
. that they will have no confidence to
pray, no heart to wrestle as did Jacob.
On the other hand, those who have
been of like passion, erring and sinful
in their lives, but who have repented
of their sins, and in genuine sorrow
confessed them, will have pardon
written against their names in the
heavenly records. They will be hid in

the day of the Lord's anger. Satan
will attack this class, but like Jacob
they have taken hold of the strength
of God, and true to His character He
is at peace with them, and sends an-
gels to comfort and bless and sustain
them in their time of peril. The time
of Jacob's trouble will test everyone,
and distinguish the genuine Christian
from the one who is so only in name.

Preparation
cannot be

obtained in the
time of trouble

Those professed believers who
come up to the time of trouble un-
prepared, will, in their despair,
confess their sins before the world in
words of burning anguish, while the
wicked exult over their distress. The
case of all such is hopeless. When
Christ stands up, and leaves the most
holy place, the time of trouble
commences, the case of every soul is
decided, and there will be no atoning
blood to cleanse from sin and
pollution. As Jesus leaves the most
holy, He speaks in tones of decision
and kingly authority: "He that is
unjust, let him be unjust still; and he
which is filthy, let him be filthy still.
And, behold, I come quickly; and My
reward is with Me, to give every man
according as his work shall be."
[Rcvela tion 22: II]
Those who have delayed a prepara-

tion for the day of God, cannot ob-
tain it in the time of trouble, or at
any future period. The righteous will
not cease their earnest, agonizing
cries for deliverance. They cannot
bring to mind any particular sins; but
in their whole life they can see little
good. Their sins have gone before-
hand to judgment, and pardon has
been written. Their sins have been
borne away into the land of
forgetfulness, and they cannot bring
them to remembrance. Certain
destruction threatens them, and, like
Jacob, they will not suffer their faith
to grow weak because their prayers
are not immediately answered.
Though suffering the pangs of
hunger, they will not cease their
intercessions. They lay hold of the
strength of God, as Jacob laid hold of
the Angel; and the language of their
soul is, "I will not let Thee go except

Thou bless me." [Genesis 32:26]
That scason of distress and an-

guish will require an effort of ear-
nestness and determined faith that
can endure delay and hunger, and
will not fail under weakness, though
severely tried. The period of proba-
tion is the time granted to all to
prepare for the day of God. If any
neglect the preparation, and heed not
the faithful warnings given, they will
be without excuse. Jacob's course in
wrestling with the Angel, should be
an example for Christians. Jacob pre-
vailed because he was persevering
and determined. All who desire the
blessing of God, as did Jacob, and
who will lay hold of the promises as
he did, and be as earnest and per-
sevcring as he was, will succeed as he
succeeded. The reason there is so
little exercise of true faith, and so
little of the weight of truth resting
upon many professed believers, is
they are indolent in spiritual things.
They are unwilling to make exertions,
to deny self, to agonize before God,
to pray long and earnestly for the
blessing, and therefore they do not
obtain it. That faith which will live
through the time of trouble must be
devcloped now. Those who do not
make strong efforts now to exercise
persevering faith, will be unable to
stand in the day of trouble.

They will grow
up into Him,
and possess
symmetrical
characters

At the transfiguration, Jesus was
glorified by His Father. From His lips
came these words: "Now is the Son of
Man glorified, and God is glorified in
Him." [John 13:31] Before His
betrayal and crucifixion He was
strengthened for His last dreadful
sufferings. As the members of
Christ's body approach the period of
their final conflict they will grow up
into Him and will possess symmetrical
characters. As the message of the
third angel swells to a loud cry, great
power and glory will attend the clos-
ing work. It is the latter rain, whieh
revives and strengthens the people of
God to pass through the time of
Jacob's trouble referred to by the
prophets. The glory of that light

July, 1986 Our Firm Foulldatioll 17



which attcnds the third angel will be
rcflected upon them. God will
preserve His people through that time
of peril.
By self-surrender and confiding

faith Jacob gained what he had
failed to gain by conflict in his own
strength. God would here fully make
known to His servant that it was
divine power and grace alone that
could give him the life and peace he
so much craved. This lesson is for all
time. Those who live in the last days
must pass through an experience
similar to that of Jacob. Foes will be
all around them, ready to condemn
and destroy. Alarm and despair will
seize them, for it appears to them as
to Jacob in his distress, that God
Himself has become an avenging
enemy. It is the design of God to
arouse the dormant energies of His
people to look out of and away from
self to One who can bring help and
salvation, that the promises given for
just such a time may be seen in their
preciousness, and relied upon with
unwavering trust. Here faith is
proved.
Decp anguish of soul will be felt

by the people of God, yet their suf-
ferings cannot be compared with the
agony endured by our adorable
Redeemer in the garden of Geth-
semane. He was bearing the weight of
our sins; we endure anguish on our

own account. Wrestling with God-
how few know what it is! To wrestle
with God is to have the soul drawn
out with intensity of desire until
every power is on the stretch, while
waves of despair that no language
can exprcss sweep over the soul; and
yet the suppliant will not yield, but
clings with deathlike tenacity to the
promise.

You have
preached unto us
falsehoods. We
have believed a lie

Jacob specified no particular thing
for the Lord to bestow upon him; he
sought only a blessing; he knew that
the Lord would give him a blessing
appropriate to meet the necessities of
the case at that time. God blessed him
then and there; and on the field of
conflict he was made a prince among
men. Thus will it be with the
agonized ones who prevail with God
in the time of Jacob's trouble.
Dangers thicken on every side, and it
is difficult to fix the eye of faith

upon the promises amidst the certain
evidences of immediate destruction.
But in the midst of revelry and
violence, there falls upon the ear peal
upon peal of thc loudest thunder. The
hea vens have ga the red blackness and
are only illuminated with the blazing
light and terrible glory from heaven.
God utters His voice from His holy
habitation. The captivity of His
people is turned. With sweet and
subdued voices they say to one
another, God is our Friend. We shall
be safe from the power of wicked
m::n. In solemn awe they listen to the
words proceeding from the throne of
God. Those surrounding the righteous
are then in their time of distress and
inexpressible fear. The horror of
despair seizes them, and these poor
infatuated ones seem now to under-
stand themselves. Those who have
been deceived by the fables preached
to them by their ministers now charge
upon them the loss of their souls: You
have preached to us falsehoods. We
have believed a lie, and are lost,
forever lost.
This is the time referred to by

Malachi: "Thcn shall ye return and
discern between the righteous and the
wicked, between him that serveth
God and him that serveth Him not."
[Malachi 3:18] III

Signs of the Times, November 27, 1879

1!:inr Q1ltpon :rLinr lIinr Qltpon lIinr

Self-denial means to rule the spirit when passion is seeking for the mastery;
to resist the temptation to censure and to speak faultfinding words;

to have patience with the child that is dull and whose conduct is grievous and trying;
to stand at the post of duty when others may fail;

to lift responsibilities wherever and whenever you can,
not for the purpose of applause,

not for policy,
but for the sake of the Master,

who has given you a work to be done with unwavering fidelity;
when you might praise yourself, to keep silent and let other lips praise you.

Self-denial is to do good to others where inclination would lead you to serve and please yourself.

Although your fellow men may never appreciate your efforts or give you credit for them,
yet you are to work on.

Testimonies, vol. 4, 521
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W HEN THE APOSTLE, in his in-
troduction to the Epistle to the

Romans, speaks of the gospel of God
concerning His Son Jesus Christ our
Lord, he says of Christ that He "was
made of the seed of David according
to the flesh." In this expression, be-
side the statement of the genealogy of
Christ, there lies not only a great
theological truth, but also a most
comforting thought for poor, frail,
erring mortals.
When Christ was here on earth,

"God was manifest in the flesh."
(I Timothy 3:16) "God was in Christ
reconciling the world unto Himself."
(2 Corinthians 5:19) Christ was God;
it was by Him that the worlds were
made, and it. was the word of His
power that preserved all things.
(Hebrews 1:3) He had equal glory
with the Father before the world was
(John 17:5); "for it pleased the Father
that in Him should all fullness
dwell." (Colossians 1:19) In Him dwelt
"all the fullness of the Godhead
bodily." (Colossians 2:9) Yet He was
man at the same time. John puts the
matter very forcibly and plainly
when he says: "In the beginning was
the Word, ... and the Word was God."
"And the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us." John 1:1, 14
No words could more plainly show

that Christ was both God and man.
Originally only divine, He took upon
himself human nature, and passed
among men as only a common mortal,
except at those times when His
divinity flashed through, as on the
occasion of. the cleansing of the

temple, or when His burning words of
simple truth forced even His enemies
to confess that "never man spake like
this man."
The humiliation which Christ

voluntarily took upon Himself is best
expressed by Paul to the Philippians:
"Have the mind in you which also
was in Christ Jesus; who being origi-
nally in the form of God counted it
not a thing to be grasped (that is, to
be clung to) to be on an equality with
God, but emptied Himself, taking the
form of a bond-servant, becoming in
the likeness of men; and being found
in fashion as a man, He humbled
Himself, becoming obedient even
unto death, yea, the death of the
cross." Philippians 2:5-8, Revised
Version, marginal reading
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The above rendering makes this
text much more plain than it is in the
common version. The idea is that ai-

though Christ was in the form of
God, being "the brightness of His
glory, and the express image of His
person" (Hebrews 1:3), having all the
attributes of God, being the Ruler of
the universe, and the One whom all
Heaven delighted to honor, He did
not think that any of these things
were to be desired so long as men
were lost and without strength. He
could not enjoy His glory while man
was an outcast, without hope, so He
emptied Himself, divested Himself of
all His riches and His glory, and took
upon Himself the nature of man in
order that He might redeem him. It
was necessary that He should assume
the nature of man in order that He
might suffer death, as the apostle
say's to the Hebrews that He "was
made a little lower than the angels
for the suffering of death." Hebrews
2:9
It is impossible for us to under-

stand how this could be, and it is
worse than useless for us to speculate
about it. All we can do is to accept
the facts as they are presented in the
Bible. Other Scriptures that we will
quote bring closer to us the fact of
this humanity of Christ, and what it
means for us. We have already read
that "the Word was made flesh," and
now we will read what Paul says as to
the nature of that flesh. "For what
the law could not do, in that it was
weak through the flesh, God sending
His own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in
the flesh; that the righteousness of
the law might be fulfilled in us, who
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walk not after the flesh, but after the
spirit." Romans 8:3, 4
A little thought will be sufficient

to show anybody that if Christ took
upon Himself the likeness of men, in
order that He might suffer death, it
must have been sinful man that He
was made like, for it is only sin that
causes death. Death could have no
power over sinless man, as Adam was
in Eden; and it could not have had
any power over Christ if the Lord
had not laid on Him the iniquity of
us all. Moreover the fact that Christ
took upon Himself the flesh, not of a
sinless being, but of sinful man, that
is, that the flesh which He assumed
had all the weaknesses and sinful
tendencies to which fallen human na-
ture is subject, is shown by the very
words upon which this article is
based, He was "made of the seed of,
David according to the flesh." David
had all the passions of human nature.
He says of himself, "Behold, I was
shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my
mother conceive me." Psalm 51:5
A brief glance at the ancestry and

posterity of David will show that the
line from which Christ sprang, as to
His human nature, was such as would
tend to concentrate in Him all the
weaknesses of humanity. To go back
to Jacob, we find that before he was
converted he had a most unlovely
disposition, selfish, crafty, deceitful.
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His sons partook of the same nature,
and Pharez, one of the ancestors of
Christ (Matthew 1:3; Genesis 38), was
born of a harlot. Rahab, an unenlight-
ened heathen, became an ancestor of
Christ. The weakness and idolatry of
Solomon are proverbial. The record of
Rehoboam, Abijah, Jehoram, Ahaz,
Manasseh, Amon, and other kings of
Judah, is about the same. They sinned
and made the people sin. Some of
them had not one redeeming trait in
their characters, being worse than the
heathen around them. It was from
such an ancestry that Christ came. Al-
though His mother was a pure and
godly woman, as could but be ex-
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pected, no one can doubt that the
human nature of Christ must have
been more subject to the infirmities
of the flesh than it would have been
if He had been born before the race
had so greatly deteriorated physically
and morally. This was not accidental,
but was a necessary part of the great
plan of human redemption, as the foi-
lowing will show:
"For verily He took not on Him

the nature of angels; but He took on
Him the seed of Abraham. (The
Syriac version has it, "For He did not
assume a nature from angels, but He
assumed a nature from the seed of
Abraham.") Wherefore in all things it
behooved Him to be made like unto
His brethren, that He might be a mer-
ciful and faithful high priest in
things pertaining to God, to make
reconciliation for the sins of the
people. For in that He Himself hath
suffered being tempted, He is able to
succor them that are tempted."
Hebrews 2:16-18
If He was made in all things like

unto His brethren, then He must have
suffered all the infirmities and pas-
sions of His brethren. Only so could
He be able to help them. So He had to
become man, not only that He might
die, but that He might be able to
sympathize with and succor those
who suffer the fierce temptations
which Satan brings through the
weakness of the flesh. Two more texts
that put this matter very forcibly will
be sufficient evidence on this point.
We quote first 2 Corinthians 5:21:
"For He [God] hath made Him

[Christ] to be sin for us, who knew no
sin; that we might be made the right-
eousness of God in Him."
This is much stronger than the

statement that He was made "in the
likeness of sinful flesh." He was made
10 be sill. Here is a grea ter mystery
than that the Son of God should die.
The spotless Lamb of God, who knew
no sin, was made to be sin. Sinless, yet
not only counted as a sinn'Cr, but ac-
tually taking upon Himself sinful
nature. He was made to be sin in or-
der that we might be made righteous-
ness. So Paul to the Galatians says
that "God sent forth His Son, made
of a woman, made under the law, to
redeem them that were under the law,
that we might receive the adoption of
sons." Galatians 4:4, 5
That Christ should be born under

the law was a necessary consequence
of His being born of a woman, taking
on Him the nature of Abraham, being
made of the seed of David, in the
likeness of sinful flesh. Human na-
ture is sinful, and the law of God
condemns all sin. Not that men are
born into the world directly con-
demned by the law, for in infancy

they ha ve no knowledge of right and
wrong, and are incapable of doing
either, but they are born with sinful
tendencies, owing to the sins of their
ancestors. And when Christ came into
the world, He came subject to all the
conditions to which other children
arc subject.
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From these texts we are enabled to
read with a better understanding
Hebrews 5:7, 8, where the apostle says
of Christ:-
"Who in the days of His flesh,

when He had offered up prayers and
supplications with strong crying and
tears unto Him that was able to save
Him from death, and was heard in
that He feared; though He were a
Son, yet learned He obedience by the
things which He suffered." Jesus
spent whole nights in prayer to the
Father. Why should this be, if He had
not been oppressed by the enemy,
through the inherited weakness of the
flesh? He "learned obedience by the
things which He suffered." Not that
He was ever disobedient, for He
"knew no sin;" but by the things
which He suffered in the flesh, He
learned what men have to contend
against in their efforts to be obedient.
And so, "in that He Himself hath
suffered being tempted, He is able to
succor them that arc tempted," "For
we have not an High Priest which
cannot be touched with the feeling of
our infirmities; but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without
sin. Let us therefore come boldly. unto
the throne of grace, that we may ob-
tain mercy, and find grace to help in
time of need." Hebrews 4:15, 16
One more point, and then we can

learn the entire lesson that we should
learn from the fact that 'fme Word
was made flesh and dwelt among us."
How was it that Christ could be thus
"compassed with infirmity" (Hebrews
5:2), and still know no sin? Some may
have thought, while reading this ar-
ticle thus far, that we were depreciat-
ing the character of Jesus, by bring-
ing Him down to the level of sinful



man. On the contrary, we are simply
exalting the "divine power" of our
blessed Saviour, who Himself volun-
tarily descended to the level of sinful
man, in order that He might exalt
man to His own spotless purity, whieh
He retained under the most adverse
eircumstances. "God was in Christ,"
and hence He could not sin.* His
humanity only veiled His divine
nature, which was more than able to
successfully resist the sinful passions
of the flesh.* There was in His whole
life a struggle. The flesh, moved upon
by the enemy of all righteousness,
would tend to sin, yet His divine na-
ture never for a moment harbored an
evil desire, nor did His divine power
for a moment waver. Having suffered
in the flesh all that all men can pos-
sibly suffer, He returned to the
throne of the Father, as spotless as
when He left the courts of glory.
When He lay in the tomb, under the
power of death, "it was impossible
that He should be holden of it," be-
cause it had been impossible for the
divine nature which dwelt in Him to
sin.*
"Well," some will say, "I don't see

any comfort in this for me; it wasn't
possible that the Son of God should
sin,* but I haven't any such power."
WtlY not? You can have it if you want
it. The same power whieh enabled
Him to resist every tempta tion
presented through the flesh, while He
was "compassed with infirmity," can
enable us to do the same. Christ could
not sin, because He was the manifes-
tation of God.* Well, then, listen to
the apostle Paul, and learn what it is
our privilege to have:

·Please lee Editors' note below

[Students of Seventh-day Adventist
history have often been perplexed by
Ellen White's comments at the time of
the 1888 Minneapolis General Con-
ference to the effect that she did not
in all points agree with the opinions
of Dr. E.J. Waggoner. In fact, these
comments have been used by some to
imply that Waggoner's message was
inherently faulty, and thus not wor-
thy of our serious study. In this
article, published within 60 days of
thc Minneapolis conference, we have
a clear, simple example of where Dr.
Waggoner's views differed from those
of Ellen White.
She clearly had reason to disagree

with him when he suggested that
Christ cOllld not sin. But instead of
criticizing and ridiculing Dr. Wag-
goner as some did, she chose to simply
explain her own understanding of the
matter in question. This she did in
her published articles, making it a

"For this cause I bow my knees
unto the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, of whom the whole family in
heaven and earth is named, that He
would grant you, according to the
riches of His glory, to be strength-
ened with might by His Spirit in the
inner man; that Christ may dwell in
)'ollr hearts by faith; that ye, being
rooted and grounded in love, may be
able to comprehend with all saints
what is the breadth and length, and
depth, and height, and to know the
love of Christ, which passeth knowl-
edge, that )Ie might be filled with all
the fllllness of God." Ephesians 3:14-19

liIJu®
11®DililIJD11ffi11n® llil
11IJuffi11
S1P®DIl 11®DIl
IHJ nDilil
Who could ask for more? Christ in

whom dwelleth all the fullness of the
Godhead bodily, may dwell in our
hearts, so that we may be filled with
all the fullness of God. What a
wonderful promise. He is "touched
with the feeling of our infirmity."
That is, having suffered all that sin-
fu I flesh is heir to, He knows all
about it, and so closely does He iden-
tify Himself with His children, that

point to mention that Christ could
have chosen to sin, but did not. Con-
venient documentation of the em-
phasis she placed on this previously
unstressed point is available in the
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 5, 1082, 1083. On these two
pages appear excerpts from four dif-
ferent articles, two from the Youth's
Jnstructor, and one each from the
Review and Herald and the Signs of
the Times. All of these articles ap-
peared within 13 months of the pub-
lication of E.J. Waggoner's article
reprinted here. As can be seen from
the excerpts selected for inclusion in
the Commentary, Ellen White believed
Christ to be a free moral agent during
His incarnation. He had the freedom
to sin if He so chose, but instead He
"withstood the temptation, through
the power that man may command.
He laid hold on the throne of God,
and there is not a man or woman who

whatever presses upon them makes a
like impression upon Him, and He
knows how much divine power is
necessary to resist it; and if we but
sincerely desire to deny "ungodliness
and worldly lusts," He is able and
anxious to give us strength "exceed-
ing abundantly, above all that we ask
or think." All the power which Christ
had dwelling in Him by nature, we
may have dwelling in us by grace, for
He freely bestows it upon us.
Then let the weary, feeble, sin-

oppressed souls take courage. Let
them "come boldly unto the throne of
grace," where they are sure to find
grace to help in time of need, because
that need is felt by our Saviour. In
the very time of need, He is "touched
with the feeling of our infirmity." If
it were simply that He suffered eight-
een hundred years we might fear
that He had forgotten some of the
infirmity; but no, that temptation
that presses you touches Him. His
wounds are ever fresh, and He ever
lives to make intercession for you.
What wonderful possibilities there

are for the Christian! To what heights
of holiness he may attain! No matter
how much Satan may war against
him, assaulting him where the flesh is
weakest, he may abide under the
shadow of the Almighty, and be
filled with the fullness of God's
strength. The One stronger than Satan
may dwell in His heart continually;
and so, looking at Satan's assaults as
from a strong fortress, he may say,
"Nay, in all these things we are more
than conquerors through Him that
loved us." [Romans 8:37] II

Signs of the Times, January 21,1889

may not have access to the same help
through faith in God." (ibid.)
It is gratifying to note that by the

time Dr. Waggoner reworked this ar-
ticle for inclusion in his book Christ
and His Righteousness (1890), his un-
derstanding of this point was in har-
mony with the Spirit of Prophecy. It
would be just as gratifying, if not
more so, to see some presen t-da y
scholars follow his example.
Over the next decade, Ellen White

shed further light on the reality of
Christ's struggle with sin, and again
strengthened Waggoner's basic posi-
tion even beyond his own early un-
derstanding when she wrote, "The
enemy was overcome by Christ in His
human nature. The power of the
Sa viour's Godhead was hidden. He
overcame in human nature, relying
upon God for power." (Yollth's
Jllstructor, April 25, 1901)-EDITORS]

July, 1986 Ollr Firm FOlIl/datiol/ 21



anb to
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I SAlAH WROTE these inspired
words: "To the law and to the

tcstimony: if they speak not accord-
ing to this word, it is because thcre is
no light in them." (Isaiah 8:20) Every
thought and word of every Christian
must be measured by this statement.
In Isaiah's day the law referred

not only to the Ten Commandments,
but also to the books of the Bible
written by Moses. It was not the rejec-
tion of the law alone that led the
church into its terrible apostasy, but
rejection of the testimonies, the in-
spired instruction from God through
His prophets.
The majority in the church usually

did not accept the prophets of God.
They stoned them, sawed them asun-
der, threw them into abandoned wells
to die. Sometimes they were retrieved,
as was Jeremiah by an Ethiopian
slave.
Listen to Jesus' heart cry to the

church: "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
thou that killest the prophets, and
stonest them that are sent unto thee,
how often would I have gathered thy
children together, even as a hen
.ga thereth her chickens under her
wings, and ye would not!" Matthew
23:37
Looking back at the church's sor-

did history, we find this tragic
statement: "And the LORD God of
their fathers sent to them by His
messengers, rising up betimes, and
sending; because He had compassion
on His people, and on His dwelling
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place. But they mocked the mes-
scngers of God, and despised His
words, and misused His prophets, un-
til the wrath of the LORD arose
against His people, till there was no
remed y." (2 Chronicles 36: 15, 16)
"This is a rebellious people, lying
children, children that will not hear
the law of the LORD: Which say to the
seers, See not; and to the prophets,
Prophesy not unto us right things,
speak unto us smooth things, prophesy
deceits." (Isaiah 30:9, 10) "For the
leaders of this peoplc cause them to
err; and they that are led of them are
destroyed." Isaiah 9:16
Again from the New Testament

Scripture, we read this tragic account
of Old Testament history:
"Women received their dead raised

to life again: and others were tor-
tured, not accepting deliverance; that
they might obtain a better resurrec-
tion: and others had trial of cruel
mockings and scourgings, yea,
moreover of bonds and imprisonment:
they were stoned, they were sawn
asunder, were tempted, were slain
with the sword: they wandered about
in sheepskins and goatskins; being
destitute, afflicted, tormented; (of
whom the world was not worthy:)
they wandered in deserts, and in
mountains, and in dens and caves of
the earth." (Hebrews 11:35-38) Let us
remember it was the church that was
responsible for these atrocities.
Because they would not accept

God's rebuke for their apostasy

through His prophets, there came a
time when God said there was no
remedy for the church, and in A.D. 34
His prophecy was fulfilled. (Read
Desire of Ages, 324, 325) "The law of
God unmixed with human tradition
was presented by Christ as the great
standard of obedience. This aroused
the enmity of the rabbis. They had
set human teaching above God's
word, and had turned the people
away from His precepts. They would
not give up their manmade com-
mandments in order to obey the
requirements of the word of God.
They would not, for the truth's sake,
sacrifice the pride of reason and the
praise of men. When Christ came,
presenting to the nation the claims of
God, the priests and elders denied His
right to interpose between them and
the people. They would not accept His
rebukes and warnings, and they set
themsclves to turn the people against
Him and to compass His destruction."
(Christ's Object Lessons, 304, 305; see
also Desire of Ages, 738; Testimonies,
vol. 5, 235) They had rejected not
only the prophets, but they had also
rejected the Author of all truth. They
had rejected God, and God was
forced to reject them as His church.
What tragedy!
But let us look again at Jeremiah's

day. Jeremiah counseled the people to
surrender to the Babylonians and thus
save themselves. (Jeremiah 21:8, 9;
38:2, 17, 18) The majority rejected
this message, rejected Jeremiah, and



imprisoned him. Their salvation de-
pended upon belief in the present-day
prophet.
By rejecting Jeremiah they

rejected God. (Jeremiah 40:3) They
had rejected the word of God in the
written Scriptures. Their punishment
was worse for rejecting the prophet
also. They rejected both the law and
the testimony of the prophet.

What are God's Purposes in Sending
His Prophets to the Church?

1. That we may know God's plans
for us:
"Surely the LORD God will do

nothing, but He revealeth his secret
unto His servants the prophets." Amos
3:7
2. That we may inquire of the

Lord:
"Beforetime in Israel, when a man

went to inquire of God, thus he-
spake, Come, and let us go to the seer:'
for he that is now called a Prophet
was before time called a Seer."
1 Samuel 9:9
3. That we might do all the words

of the Law-perfect obedience:
"The secret things belong unto the

LORD our God: but those things which
are revealed belong unto us and to
our children for ever, that we may do
all the words of this law." Deuter-
onomy 29:29

The Reason for the Spirit of
Prophecy in the Remnant Church

"The word of God is sufficient to
enlighten the most clouded mind and
may be understood by those who have
any desire to understand it. But not-
withstanding all this, some who
profess to make the word of God
their study are found living in direct
opposition to its plainest teachings.
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Then, to leave men and women with-
out excuse, God gives plain and
pointed testimonies, bringing them
back to the word that they have
neglected to follow." Testimonies, vol.
5,663
The Spirit of Prophecy is an iden-

tifying mark of the remnant church.

"And the dragon was wroth with the
woman, and went to make war with
the remnant of her seed, which keep
the commandments of God, and have
the testimony of Jesus Christ."
Revelation 12: 17
God gave the Spirit of Prophecy to

the Seventh-day Adventist Church to
identify it as His remnant church. He
wanted to keep His people from dupli-
cating the history of ancient Israel,
and yet Ellen White tells us we have
done worse than they. (See Testi-
monies, vol. 5, 75, 76, 94, 160; vol. I,
129, 190; vol. 3, 252, 253)
He chose Ellen White as His mes-

senger to prepare a people-in body,
mind, and soul-so that He could cut
His work short in righteousness and
give the loud cry of the third angel's
message to the world (see Series B,
No.2, 56, 57; Selected Messages, Book
1, 37; Book 3, 74), to amplify the
Bible, the commandments of God and
the everlasting gospel, to give victory
over every sin through Christ, to per-
fect the character so that God could
have 144,000 perfect law keepers. (See
Faith [ Live By, 114)
"The testimonies of the Spirit of

God are given to direct men to His
word, which has been neglected. Now
if their messages are not heeded, the
Holy Spirit is shut away from the
soul. What further means has God in
reserve to reach the erring ones, and
show them their true condition?"
Selected Messages, Book 1,46
"This is the oblation of a life-gift

in our behalf, that we may be all that
He desires us to be-representatives of
Him, expressing the fragrance of His
character, His own pure thoughts, His
divine attributes as manifested in His
sanctified human life, in order that
others may behold Him in His human
form, and, comprehending God's
wonderful design, be led to desire to
be like Christ-pure, undefiled,
wholly acceptable to God, without
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing."
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 6, 1118
God's true church must be law

keepers and have the testimony of
Jesus, the Spirit of Prophecy, in their
midst. Right here it might be well to
ask ourselves, Are we law keepers? To
be law keepers we must have the
faith of Jesus and His loving
patience. Do we keep Sabbath or do
we keep Saturday? Remember that
the Jews kept the seventh day by
tradition, but they did not keep the
Sabbath according to Isaiah 58:13.
Therefore they rejected the testimony
of God and killed the prophets.
But let us examine Ellen White as a

prophet. How may we account for the
fact that the authoritative appeal of
the Spirit of God speaking in the

Scriptures is also heard in the Spirit
of Prophecy? We are not here equa-
ting the writings of Ellen G. White
with the Scriptures. But we must also
say there are no degrees of inspira-
tion: it is either of God or of the
devil. We dare not use our finite
-minds to reason away portions of a
prophet's work. See Testimonies, vol. 5,
671,672

We recognize in these writings the
'same authoritative voice of the Spirit
of Christ. A sincere and prayerful
reading of the writings of Ellen G.
White will establish the truth on this
subject in the mind of the sincere
inquirer. Look inside the books
themselves. Read Steps to Christ, or
The Desire of Ages, or Thoughts from
the MOllnt of Blessing, or The Ministry
of Healing, or Christ's Object Lessons.
When you have done this you will tes-
tify that the witness of the Spirit is
present. No matter where you start or
where you end, you will always find
the same witness-the Spirit testifying
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of Christ. Her fifty-four volumes of
inspired writing testify to heaven's
direction to the Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church.
In every area of human need she

has given instruction which is now
being supported by psychologists,
educators, doctors, and professionals
in every category. In the fifty-four
Ellen G. White books in circulation
today, the devotional, doctrinal, and
prophetic emphasis is strong. But
these do not occupy the field to the
exclusion of other vital topics.
Education, health, the Christian
home, child training, and biographies
of great Bible characters make up a
good percentage of the total. For
example, there are five current books
dealing with health and temperance
alone, and five more volumes treating
the vital theme of Christian educa-
tion and the home. Among the best-
known books are the five immortal
classics-all dealing with history-
Patriarchs and Prophets. Prophets and
Kings. The Desire of Ages. The Acts of
the Apostles, and The Great
Controversy. The nine volumes of the
Testimonies were given as counsel,
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and rebukes to leaders and laity,
which must be accepted as counsel
and rebukes to the church in our day.
And the marvelous harmony and

consistency in the Ellen G. White
writings, which were issued over a
period of seven decades, is further
proof that the divine hand was guid-
ing her pen. In the year 1906 she
wrote, "There is throughout my
printed works a harmony with my
present teaching." (Review and
Herald, June 14, 1906) This unifor-
mity of teaching is a significant
proof of the guiding presence of the
Spirit of God through her long life.
Her secretary, C. C. Crisler, who

traveled with her extensively, penned
these words concerning her ministry:
"When we compare the Testimonies
that were written sixty years ago
with those that were written under
innumerable conditions and evervary-
ing circumstances fifty years ago,
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forty years ago, thirty years ago,
twenty years ago, and during the past
decade; when we remember that the
writer of these words has continually
been burdened with perplexity and
care, and that usually when writing,
she does not have access to many of
the things she has written in former
years, when, in the face of these
circumstances, a critical comparison
of all her writings on a certain sub-
ject reveals a marvelous harmony
throughout, we are deeply impressed
with the convictions that these writ-
ings have a source higher than that of
a human mind." "A Sure Basis of
Belief," Notebook Leaflets, 144
Mrs. White's meekness and depen-

dence upon God must be associated
with the manifestation of power in
the weak and trembling instrument,
for God honors the humble. And
remember, hers was a message of vital
meaning for the church in these last
days. "Great things are before us,"
she wrote as she viewed the crisis
days of our world, so soon to come,
"and we want to call the people from
their indifference to get ready.
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Things that are eternal crowd upon
my vision day and night. The things
that are temporal fade from my
sigh t." Letter II, 1884; see Ellen G.
White, Messenger to the Remnant, 57

Was She More Than a Prophet?

Wc find in the Old Testament an
experience which identified Moses as
more than a prophet. We read of this
cxperience in Numbers 12:4-9. What
Jesus was saying in this experience
was that Aaron and Miriam were
prophets and He could speak to them
in dreams and visions. But not to
Moses-He spoke face to face with
him. It was Jesus that met Aaron and
Miriam at the church door and
rebuked them for speaking against
His prophet Moses.
Again Jesus speaks, "But what

went ye out for to see? A prophet?
yea, I say unto you, and more than a
prophet." (Matthew 11:9) Very clearly
He states that John the Baptist was
more than a prophet.
Now let us read a statement from

our modern-day prophet: "During the
discourse (at Battle Creek, October 2,
1904), I said that I did not claim to be
a prophetess. Some were surprised at
this statement, and as much is being
said in regard to it, I will make an
explanation. Others have called me a
prophetess, but I have never assumed
that title. I have not felt that it was
my duty thus to designate myself.
Those who boldly assume that they
are prophets in this our day are often
a reproach to the cause of Christ. My
commission embraces the work of a
prophet, bu tit does not end there. It
embraces much more than the minds
of those who have been sowing the
seeds of unbelief can comprehend."
(Selected Messages, Book 3, 74) Yes,
Ellen White was more than a prophet.
"The messages for these last days
shall be written in books, and shall
stand immortalized, to testify against
those who have once rejoiced in the
light, but who have been led to give it
up because of the seductive influ-
ences of evil." Selected Messages,
Book I, 32
Listen to this inspired statement:

"In my books, the truth is stated, bar-
ricaded by a 'Thus saith the Lord.'
The Holy Spirit traced these truths
upon my heart and mind as indelibly
as the law was traced by the finger of
God, upon tables of stone which are
now in the ark." Colportellr Ministry,
126
Her writings were not verbally

inspired. She writes: "Although I am
as dependent upon the Spirit of the
Lord in writing my views as I am in
receiving them, yet the words I

employ in describing what I have
seen are my own, unless they be those
spoken to me by an angel, which I
always enclose in marks of
quotation." Selected Messages, Book I,
37
Ellen White met all the identifying

marks of a prophet. The most out-
standing physical signs were that she
did not breathe while in vision and
that she displayed a superhuman
strength while under the influence of
the Holy Spirit. Her memory of names
and events while experiencing this
close communion with angels and the
Holy Spirit was phenomenal.

Apoztasy uroulb
brurlop hrcauzr of
tlIr rrfuzal to rrcriur
tlIr inztruction anb
rrhukrz containrb in
tlIr gift of proplIrcy

"The question is asked, How does
Sister White know in regard to the
matters of which she speaks so
decidedly, as if she had authority to
say these things? I speak thus because
they flash upon my mind when in
perplexity like lightning out of a
dark cloud in the fury of a storm.
Some scenes presented before me
years ago have not been retained in
my memory, but when the instruction
then given is needed, the remem-
brance comes sharp and clear, like a
flash of lightning, bringing to mind
distinctly that particular instruction.
At such times I cannot refrain from
saying the things that flash into my
mind, not because I have had a new
vision, but because that which was
presented to me perhaps years in the
,past has been recalled to my mind
forcibly." Selected Messages, Book I,
37
Her experience was broad, and her

interests multiple. The range of the
writer's interests seemed as wide as
all human experience. There seem to
be but few subjects that escaped some
words from her ready pen. It matters
little, if it concerned the life of God's
children, whether it was agriculture
or prize fights, bicycles, rebukes to
individuals or to the church, or ex-
plaining the great controversy to a
wayward soul. Her influence was al-
ways consistent, never in contradic-
tion with the Bible or her own



writings. Today Seventh-day Adven-
tists are the remnant church if we are
law keepers and adhere to the Tes-
timony of Jesus.

The Rejection of the Spirit of
Prophecy

Ellen White was shown that there
would come a great apostasy which
would increase until the Lord would
come with a shout in the clouds of
heaven. "One thing it is certain is
soon to be realized-the great
apostasy, which is developing and in-
creasing and waxing stronger, and
will continue to do so until the Lord
shall descend from heaven with a
shout. We are to hold fast the first
principles of our denominated faith
and go forward from strength to in-
creased faith." Series B, No.7, 57
This apostasy would develop be-

cause of the refusal of leaders,
pastors, and laity to receive the in-
struction and rebukes contained in
the gift of prophecy.

lIf W1' iontinu1' to
r1'!1'it @ob's inspir1'b
i ouns1'1, tql' i quri q
will suff1'r tq1' sum1'
b1'struition us bib

JJ1'rusul1'm

"When you find men questioning
the Testimonies, finding fault with
them, and seeking to draw away the
people from their influence, be as-
sured that God is not at work through
them. It is another spirit. Doubt and
unbelief are cherished by those who
do not walk circumspectly. They have
a painful consciousness that their life
will not abide the test of the spirit of
God, whether speaking through His
Word or through the Testimonies of
His Spirit that would bring them to
His word. Instead of beginning with
their own hearts, and coming into
harmony with the pure principles of
the gospel, they find fault, and con-
demn the very means that God has
chosen to fit up a people to stand in
the day of the Lord." Selected
Messages, Book 1,45
The devil hates the Spirit of

Prophecy, for he knows if we take its
counsel, receive its rebukes, forsake
our rebellion, and humble ourselves
before God, the end of his kingdom

of terror and destruction will quickly
come.
In the days of Jeremiah, there was

an attempt made to destroy the Spirit
of Prophecy. In chapter 36 we read
that when God dictated a message to
the church through Jeremiah, Baruch
wrote it down, and because Jeremiah
was locked out of the church he sent
Baruch to read it publicly. The king
then destroyed it with his pen knife
and the fire. Three men in verse 25
tried to prevent the church leader
from burning it, but "he would not
hear."
Ellen White, commenting on this

chapter, says very clearly that this
would be repeated in our day. "This
chapter is a record of historical
events that will be repeated. Let all
who desire to receive warning, read
carefully." Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, vol. 4, 1159
And without question this

prophecy is being fulfilled before our
very eyes. It is not only that there are
those who openly reject this precious
gift, but it is the almost total dis-
regard in following the counsel that
is very dangerous.
"It is not alone those who openly

reject the Testimonies, or who cherish
doubt concerning them, that are on
dangerous ground. To disregard light
is to reject it." Testimonies, vol. 5, 680
Ellen White tells us that if we con-

tinue to reject God's inspired counsel
through His messengers, the church
will suffer the same destruction as
did Jerusalem. (See Testimonies, vol. 8,
67, 68) "Jerusalem is a representation
of what the church will be if it
refuses to walk in the light that God
has given."
The question is now today, Will we

listen to God's voice speaking to the
church through her? The church is
more than one hundred years overdue
in the Promised Land. (See Selected
Messages, Book I, 68) The Scriptures
inseparably link the law and the
testimony. To reject one is to reject
both. Let us remember that to dis-
regard truth is to reject it. (See
Testimonies, vol. 5, 671, 672, 680) We
arc still here because we have dis-
regarded the blueprint given us,
which places us in insubordination to
His government. (See Evangelism, 696)
The proof of Ellen White's inspira-

tion is in her books. Yes, the proof is
in the writings. Read the books, taste
and see for yourself that a divine
hand guided the author. The Spirit
witnesses to Christ in every book. In
every book there is power to trans-
form the life. Yes, she was more than
a prophet. II

Melange

Bob Vun Kannan

Subject: Milk

According to the April 5, 1986,
issue of Science News, p. 213, a new
bovine growth hormone called somato-
tropin will soon be in widespread use
to boost milk production. This hor-
mone is a product of genetic engineer-
ing. No one seems to be exactly sure
why we need such a chemical, since
the dairy industry is suffering from a
surplus of milk anyway.
It strikes me as utter nonsense (no

pun intended) to tamper with some-
thing complex that we don't under-
stand, like the biochemistry of a cow,
when we have nothing to gain by it
anyway. In fact, the article goes on to
sta te tha t the use of the hormone will
probably drive some dairy farms out
of business.
So why risk the unforeseen results

for nothing? What will be the long-
term effects of this tampering? I
believe the best solution for the con-
sumer is to follow the Spirit of
Prophecy and completely avoid this
product that we don't need anyway.

Subject: NutraSweet

The new wonder sweetener, Nutra-
Sweet, hasn't been around long. With
all the bad effects that are being
found from other artificial "foods,"
don't you wonder how safe this one
is? Well, wonder no more. From the
April 19, 1986, edition of Science
News, page 248, it is reported that a
woman underwent a severe seizure of
depression whose symptoms included
mania, insomnia, euphoric mood, dis-
connected speech, and hyperactivity.
The woman was hopitalized and was
"cured" by abstinence from Nutra-
Sweet. Aftcr four days of being off
aspartame (or NutraSweet) she was
dischargcd. Ovcr the next 13 months
she functioncd well, without the
NutraSwcet.
It was noted that aspartame can

cause a marked rise in certain brain
chemicals involved in mood and
bchavior. Physicians are advised to
inquire about aspartame use when
examining patients with mood
disorders.
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In His Service
Joseph Leatherman

Roger, Diane, Tiffany, and Monte Merrill with Ray and Tina Cain, converts from Catholicism

ROGER MERRILL and his wife,
Diane, have been witnesses for

most of the last twenty years to the
Indian and the Eskimo people in
northern Alaska. Roger, a bush pilot,
has opera ted a general goods and
health food store from his plane in
the villages of the Yukon River
valley. He also delivers freight and
provides transportation to the often
difficult-to-reach villages of the
Alaskan wilderness. Diane fills her
days with home missionary work and
an active colporteuring program.
Their efforts have resulted in many
Bible studies and several baptisms.
It all began when Roger visited

Alaska in the summer of 1963. When
he heard that there was only one col-
porteur in all of Alaska, it surprised
him greatly that there weren't more,
at least in the summer. He went to the
conference office and talked to Joe
Hanson, who referred him to Burt
McCool, the one colporteur. Soon,
Roger began selling books, first in
Anchorage and then in Seward.
In the Far North, the laborers are

still few. During the years that Roger
has flown as a bush pilot, the work
has expanded a little in the coastal
areas and among the Eskimos. But
among the Athabasca Indians there
have been very few converts. In
several Indian and Eskimo villages,
the churches are vacant-essentially
elosed-with no pastor or leadership.
Both Roger and Diane affirm that

it takes a resourceful person to make
do in the Northland. One has to ac-
cept cold weather and other priva-
tions. Roger adds: "Our observation
of families that have come and gone
is that most of them have come from
cities or suburbia or a very comfort-
able setting, and it is hard for them
to adjust to the style of living in a
cabin home. Because of the remote-
ness it is sometimes difficult to
handle. I personally feel that the
people who eould handle this would
be people from a rural background,
or somewhere where the conditions
are similar and the lifestyle is

simpler."
The first and greatest need is for

dedicated workers, people with a
close relationship with God. Second,
any worker coming to Alaska should
have practical skills-logging,
ranehing, carpentry, aviation, or
mechanics.
The Merrills contend that the

worst mistake a worker can make is
to consider himself above the local
people. Many people have come into a
village with the idea of teaching the
Eskimos, when in reality they have
had much to learn from them-basic
survival skills, how to tan moose
hides, to make mukluks or hats. Un-
less one genuinely loves the people
with whom he has come to work, he
will make very little progress. Diane
describes the Eskimos as a kind,
loving able to see right
through the soul of any visitor. They
are not won overnight, but when they
are, a whole village might accept

Christ a t once.
"It takes time to win these people's

hearts," said Diane. She tells how
they spent their first year in Manley
Hot Springs just being friends to the
villagers. They offered no Bible
studies nor made any other overt
spiritual contact, because the people
were not receptive to spiritual ideas
at that time. Gradually they gained
thei r conf idence, and even tua 11 y
started a Bible study group.
Once a native gives his heart to

Jesus, he needs to be constantly nur-
tured and supported, or else he can
easily slip back to his old ways and
become discouraged and feel that he
cannot be a Christian. It is needful
for a worker to move into a native viI·
lage, not just to visit once in a while.
God's cause needs people who will
dedicate a lifetime of service to a
people whom it might take years to
win. In fact, Roger suggests that two
families might move into an area to
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The work of publishing has been in-
extricably bound lip with the growth
and history of the Sel'enth-day Adl'en-
tist Church. lis influence, both in the
strengthening of church members and
as an el'angelistic tool to reach those not
of our faith, can scarcel)' be estimated.
As this work and illfluence cOlltinue, it
is the purpose of Copyright Berea to
direct our readers' allention to publica-
tions of merit alld usefulness.

Unpublished Manuscript Testimonies
of Ellen G. White. 498 pages. Leal'es-
of-AU/llmn Books, Tllc. $24.50
This volume is a must for the

serious student of the Spirit of
Prophecy. Unfortunately the book is
so little known that only the serious
studcnts have evcn known of its
availability, let alone recognized its
valuc. Please allow me to dispel some
of the confusion surrounding this col-
lection of Ellen White letters and
manuscripts.
The name itself is misleading to

some. "Unpublished" refers to the
status of this material in 1915-1916
when it was brought together into a
singlc collection. Obviously the book
is bcing publishcd now, and is readily
available at many Adventist Book
Centers.
The second problem is that for

years this material was known as the
"Spalding-Magan Collection." This is
understanda ble since it was originally
organizcd by Arthur Spalding and
Percy Magan. Shortly after the death
of Ellen White these men brought
together the manuscripts from their
personal files, as well as those from
thc files of E.A. Sutherland, O.A.
Johnson, and David Paulson, M.D.
The book contains a wealth of

practical counsel and historical infor-
mation, and has been indexed in the
contents page according to the follow-
ing "classes": Education, Finance,
Church Government, Home, Inspira-
tion, Medical, and the Southern Field.
In addition, there is a reasonably
good index in the back of the book
dcaling with topics and sub·topics.
Though I would suggest additional
indexing by the reader. these helps
arc an asset when looking (or that
spccial thought that "must be here
someplace."
Some of our readers will no doubt

help and encourage each other.
The hour is getting late, and there

arc many villages that never will
have a worker; most villages cannot
be entered now-they are closed. But
there are several villages with a
stronger white influence and with
deeded properties that could be
acquired. Galena, which has a mil-
itary base, is one; Manley Hot
Springs, which has road access, is
another; Circle Hot Springs to the
cast also has road access. From these
villages one can start a base of opera-
tion and fly into the villages to
deliver supplies and carryon mis-
sionary work.
In March of this year, a tragic fire

destroyed the Merrill's nearly com-
pleted garage, plus a pickup truck,
numerous tools, and a stock of books.
Fortunately, neither Roger, Diane,
nor any of their three teen-age
children sustained injuries. This loss
represen ted a serious setback, and
Roger wondered if he should go into
another line of work. After taking a
brief vacation to the Lower Forty-
eight, and after much prayer and
contemplation, Roger realized that
the call of the North still bade him
stay.
Their hope now is to find com-

mitted Christian young people to help
shoulder the work in Alaska. The
Alaskans, in return, are willing to
share a wealth of knowledge essential
for life in the North. Provided that
the new workers were already versed
in medical missionary work, they
could teach them the special skills
required to survive and serve in this
needy area. Piloting, construction,
homesteading, marine navigation,
northern gardening, equipment
maintenance, and-most of all-
successful missionary skills have
come to them as the result of years of
experience. The work requires more
workers, and the Merrills are ready to
share what they have gained. Has the
Lord called you to this field? If so,
you may contact Roger and Diane by
calling (907) 488-1683, or writing to
them at 3309 Venus Drive, North
Pole, AK 99705. Ii

EDITOR'S NOTE: The fire mentioned
above cost the Merrills approximately
$150,000. This loss, combined with
Alaska's depressed economy, has
placed this outreach effort in finan-
cial jeopardy. Currently the Merrills
arc in need of an airplane to continue
their work among the outlying
villages. Any who wish to assist them
in this much-needed evangelistic
work may send donations to Hope
International. Mark your check
clearly for "Alaska work." Tax de-
ductible receipts are available.

© Berea
be unacquainted with Leaves-of-
Autumn Books. Please take my advice
and remedy this situation as soon as
possible. For anyone interested in the
world of Ad ven tist publica tions-
especially the less common writings
of Ellen White such as Unpublished
Mml/lscript Testimonies-this is one
source which stands without a peer. I
would encourage you to write and ask
for a sample catalog. Their address is
Leaves-of-Autumn Books, Inc.
P.O. Box 440
Payson, Arizona 85541

"Let me tell you, it is not safe for
us to employ as instructors in our in-
stitutions those who are not believers
in the Present Truth. They advance
ideas and theories that take hold of
the mind with a bewitching power,
that absorb thoughts, making the
world of an atom and an atom of the
world. If we had less to say in regard
to microbes and more to say in regard
to the matchlcss love and power of
God, we would honor God far more."
pagc 86

"Wc are to Icarn from past ex-
pcricnce how to avoid our failures.
We pray to our hcavenly Father,
'Lead us not into temptation,' and
then, too often, we fail to guard our
feet against leading us into tempta-
tion. We arc to keep away from the
temptation by which we are easily
overcome. Our success is brought out
by ourselves through the grace of
Christ. We are to roll out of the way
the stone of stumbling that has
caused us and others so much
sadness." pagc 219

"There is much to be said in
regard to establishing what I shall
designate as small sanitariums. In no
place should a mammoth sanitarium
bc built up; for a great work is to be
done in many places." page 246

"God sees that the world is in need
of cleansing. In the very near future,
this cleansing will come. It will at
first be done in a limited degree, and
then with greater and still greater
power, till men will see that God
means to bring them to repentance."
page 345
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of God

The Sealed

Colin D.
Russell R.

Often the first five verses of
Revelation, chapter 14, are

viewed independently of the three
angels' messages. Yet, contextually
this cannot be justified. The charac-
teristics of the one hundred and
forty-four thousand are paralleled by
the characteristics of the saints
described in the third angel's message:
"These are they which were not

defiled with women; for they are
virgins. These are they which follow
the Lamb withersoever He goeth.
These were redeemed from among
men, being the first fruits unto God
and to the Lamb. And in their mouth
was found no guile: for they are
without fault before the throne of
God." Revela tion 14:4, 5
"Here is the patience of the saints:

here are they that keep the com-
mandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus." Revela tion 14: 12
It is true that the setting and

timing of Revelation 14:1-5 appear to
be in heaven after the redemption of
the saints, yet the same one hundred
and forty-four thousand are depicted
in Revelation chapter 7, on earth
before the end of human history.
"And after these things I saw four

angels standing on the four corners of
the earth, holding the four winds of
the earth, that the wind should not
blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor
on any tree. And I saw another angel
ascending from the east, having the
seal of the living God: and he cried
with a loud voice to the four angels,
to whom it was given to hurt the
earth and the sea, saying, Hurt not
the earth, neither the trees, till we
have sealed the servants of our God
in their foreheads. And I heard the
number of them which were sealed:
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Standish
Standish
and there were sealed an hundred and
forty and four thousand of all the
tribes of the children of Israel."
Revelation 7:14
Before the scene is completed,

however, the saints of chapter 7 also
appear to be in heaven.

How will the
everlasting

gospel be taken to
every nation)

kindred) tongue)
and people?

"Therefore are they before the
throne of God, and serve Him day
and night in His temple: and He that
si tteth on the throne shall dwell
among them. They shall hunger no
more, neither thirst anymore; neither
shall the sun light on them, nor any
heat. For the Lamb which is in the
midst of the throne shall feed them,
and shall lead them unto living foun-
tains of waters: and God shall wipe
away all tears from their eyes."
Revelation 7:15-17
Indeed, the characteristics of God's

final-generation saints are a foretaste
of their character in heaven.
The commitment of these saints

characterizes those who will give the
everlasting gospel to the world and
who will gain victory over the apos-
tate Christian community depicted as

the beast and his image. Further, they
have kept the faith of Jesus and His
sacred commandments and have come
under the protection of the Divine.
Jesus' faith is defined as follows:
"Our Saviour showed perfect con-

fidence that His heavenly Father
would not suffer Him to be tempted
above what He should give Him
strength to endure, but would bring
Him off conqueror if He patiently
bore the test to which He was
subjected. Christ had not of His own
will placed Himself in danger. God
had suffered Satan for the time being
to have this power over His Son. Jesus
knew that if He preserved His in-
tegrity in this extremely trying posi-
tion an angel of God would be sent to
relieve Him if there was no other
way. He had taken humanity and was
the representative of the race."
Confrontation, 51
This promise God has clearly given

to His faithful children.
"There ha th no temptation taken

you but such as is common to man:
but God is faithful, who will not suf-
fer you to be tempted above that ye
are able; but will with the temptation
also make a way to escape, that ye
may be able to bear it." 1 Corinthians'
10:13
Only those with such characters

will give the three angels' messages to
all the world. The gospel commission
appears to many to be an impossible
dream. For almost 2,000 years the
gospel has been proclaimed; yet, in
spite of the immediate success under
the early rain, when the gospel was
taken to the ancient world, today
more inhabitants of the world are ig-
norant of God's message of hope than
at any other time in earth's history. It
is true that Paul had affirmed that in
his day the gospel had gone to the en-
tire world.
"Be not moved away from the

hope of the gospel, which ye have
heard, and which was preached to
every creature which is under heaven;
whereof I Paul am made a minister."
Colossians 1:23
But today there are hundrcds of

millions who have never heard the
name Christian, let alone Seventh-day
Adventist, and fewer still understand
the matchless claims of Christ upon
their lives and service. Then how will
the messages be proclaimed? How will
the everlasting gospel be taken to
every nation, kindred, tongue, and
people? It will not be achieved by
human plans or effort, important
though these are. It depends on the
perfecting of God's messengers, so
that in the miraculous power of the
latter rain, the declaration of our
God to the world will reach every
nook and cranny of the planet. Until
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follows the shepherd." Acts of the that a blemished church is impotent
Apostles, 591 to minister the gospel to the world.
Under the power of the latter rain Too often Christianity has been as-

"Servants of God, with their faces socia ted with ruthlessness and war,
lighted up and shining with holy immorality and debauchery. How
consecration, will hasten from place could such a flawed representation of
to place to proclaim the message from Jesus draw men unto their Saviour?
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tures them as standing on Mount 14:1 - , ered
Zion, girt for holy service, clothed in into the kingdom of their Lord, and
white linen, which is the righteous- the wicked are set apart for their
ness of the saints. But all who follow final destruction.
the Lamb in heaven must first have The focus of God's church must be
followed Him on earth, not fretfully upon Christ who will perfect His
or capriciausly, but in trustful, people. For two thousand years we
loving, willing obedience, as the flock have had more than ample evidence

God's people are a perfect repre-
sentation of their Saviour and have
come into the unity of truth and love,
the latter rain cannot be poured out,
the gospel cannot be proclaimed to
the world, and Jesus cannot return to
end the reign of sin and bring in
everlasting righteousness.
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Food for Thought

The Footprints of Jesus
by Ernest Lloyd

I heard them tell how they had tracked
His footsteps o'er the rocky way,

When over Olivet He walked
To Bethany at close of day,

And down the very hillside trod
Where oft had passed the Son of God.

I heard them tell how they had sailed
Across the broad lake's heaving breast,

Where He had calmed the waves to sleep
And hushed the howling winds to rest,

When from His pillow, wet with spray,
He rose the raging storm to stay.

And sweet it was, they said, to walk
Where he had walked by Jordan's shore,

And see the oleanders bloom,
As He had seen them long before,

And hear, in song of wave and bird,
The very sounds that Jesus heard.

And as they spoke, my wish grew strong
Like them the hallowed ground to tread,

Which oft His weary foot had pressed
Who "had not where to lay His head,"

And linger 'neath the olive's shade
Where He had groaned, and wept, and prayed.

And then I thought, I may not track
His wanderings in His earthly years;

But yet as near Him I may press,
To tell Him all my hopes and fears,

As if I prayed from Calvary's hill
Or Bethlehem's starlit meadows still.

And if on Salem's sacred soil
His blessed steps I rna y not trace,

Ah! let me think each lowly heart
May be the Saviour's dwelling place-

A home of peace, and love, and joy,
Whose calm no tempest may destroy.

I AM told that before finishing the life of Christ [her book,
The Desire of Ages] I ought to visit Jerusalem, the holy

land. What made it holy? The Majesty of heaven clothed His
divinity with humanity, and dwelt upon our earth. He was
despised and rejected of men; in Jerusalem He was crucified
by wicked hands. I have not the slightest inclination to visit
Jerusalem, to see where it is thought probable that Jesus trod,
where He may have labored, and where He may have been
crucified. The means which might be expended thus I would
prefer to treasure, that I may point souls to the Saviour risen
from Joseph's tomb, and proclaiming, "I am the resurrection
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and the life." I can trace His footprints in the sure word of
prophccy, and can obtain a better idca of His works and of
His ways, than I could by visiting Jerusalem, dcfilcd with
unholy feet and unholy deeds. I could not expend money to
visit these places when the living interests of Christ's
kingdom are to be presented to the people. We are to teach the
word of God, and to be doers of that word, which is repre-
sented as building upon the rock; the structure thus built will
withstand the storm and the tempest, because it is founded on
the eternal Rock.
I wish to see Jerusalem when the fires of the last great day

shall have cleansed it from all sinful defilement. Jerusalem is
now no more sacred to me than any other place on the globe.
Wherever by His Holy Spirit Jesus makes known His presence,
wherever His righteousness shines forth in bright and
glorious beams, wherever His divine love illuminates the
humble places of the earth, wherever His honor dwells, there
I am pleased to be. Christ looks with sadness upon the delu-
sions that ensnare human minds who are so eager to behold
the place where His feet are supposed once to have trodden,
and yet who do not heed His command, "Follow Me," who do
not walk in the light as He is in the light. A shadow is resting
over Jerusalem, a terrible shadow, which I have no desire to
come under. Everywhere a curse is visible, which I have no
desire to look upon. I can see marks of the curse everywhere.
To be able to say I have visited Jerusalem would not shed a
distinct ray of light upon one soul. It would not enable me
better to tell men and women what they must do to be saved.
I present the word of God in truth. I listen to the precious les-
sons which Christ gave His disciples. In my mind the scenes
of His ministry, the places where He taught by the lake side,
are clothed with the solemnity and beauty which nature and
the word of God have given them. I am content: I would not
have darker pictures. I do not wish to look upon the
desecrated shrines, with all the repulsive features that would
meet my view. I would not be hired to behold the traces of
the curse so evidently resting upon Jerusalem. I hope to see
this spot when the earth shall be made new, when I shall be-
hold Him whom my soul loveth, in His majesty and glory
crowned as King of kings and Lord of lords.
I have not one word of encouragement for any person,

neither have I money to impart to any person, to visit
Jerusalem. As it now is, it would be a picture I would never
wish to hang in memory's hall. Brethren, do you believe that
you will soon see Jesus? Then do not needlessly expend means
tha t is of so grea t value to save precious souls; they need
never get a sight of Jerusalem under the curse, but with in-
spired words you can point them to the new Jerusalem, to
Jesus the Mediator of the better covenant, who ever liveth to
make intercession for us, and whose intercession is wholly
efficacious in our behalf. I know that Christ looks with sad-
ness upon those who are searching for the places He passed
over while in the flesh, but who fail to recognize Him as a
living Saviour, on any ground, in any place. He says, "Lo, I
am with you always, even to the end of the world." Men may
search in vain for the footprints of Christ in Jerusalem. I care
more for where He is now, in heaven, and for what He is
doing in my behalf.
Ellen G. White, The Paulson Collection, 137, 138



The Church, cont. from page 5

of Armageddon. Of the steps preparatory to this catastrophe
the Revelator says: "The nations were angry, and Thy wrath
is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be
judged, and that Thou shouldest give reward unto Thy ser-
vants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear
Thy name, small and great: and shouldest destroy them
which destroy the earth." Revelation 11:18
Paganism is symbolized in the book of Revelation by the

great red dragon. The war which paganism made upon the
early church was bitter; and the long, cruel persecutions
carried on by the beast, that medieval union of church and
state which succeeded to the power of paganism in the
European nations, was still more bitter. But the church of
the last days must endure the wrath and persecutions of the
image to the beast, which is the final colossal union of the
church and state, or the healing of the deadly wound of the
beast. (Revelation 13) These terms are used because God uses
them. And so offensive to the Eternal is the stand of the
image to the beast, into whose vast apostasy flow all the
deceptions of the dragon and the beast, tha t God proclaims
to mankind in advance a special warning: "If any man wor-
ship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his
forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of
the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into
the cup of His indignation." "I looked, and behold a white
cloud, and upon the cloud One sat like unto the Son of Man,
having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp
sickle." (Revelation 14:9, 10, 14) This message proclaimed by
the remnant church will take away blindness from those
who are willing to see.
The most dreadful language ever used in the Scriptures is

that which foretells the visitation of the seven last plagues,
the last divine indignation, the untempered wrath of God:
"I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven
angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up
the wra th of God." (Revela tion 15: I) Tha t the seven last
plagues are leveled against the beast and his image is plainly
indicated. The long pent-up indignation of Jehovah in His
wrath against hypocrisy finally bursts forth. The Bible says
that "the kings of the earth, and the great men and the rich
men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every
bondman and every freeman, hid themselves in the dens and
in the rocks of the mountains," asking the mountains and
rocks to fall on them and to hide them, "for the great day

of His wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?"
Revelation 6:15-17

When this is over, the Revelator beholds that "the heaven
departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every
mountain and island were moved out of their places."
(Revelation 6:19) From now on there will be no dull mo-
ments among the children of men. How solemn and how
unprecedented are the scenes through which the last church
passes, preparing and perfecting a character which will be
acceptable to the Lord Jesus Christ when He returns!

From now on there will be no dull
moments among the children of men

"Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation
and godliness, looking for and hasting unto the coming of
the day of God." 2 Peter 3:11, 12 100m

EDITOR'S NOTE: This artiele has been drawn from the book
Triumphant, published in 1944 by the Pacific Press

publishing Association. The material presented here may be
found on the following pages: 9-13, 19, 13, 379, 380, 19, 20,
397-399. We wish it were possible for us to bring to all our
readers the full scope of Elder Wilkinson's masterful
research, but must content ourselves with a hearty recom-
mendation of his book. Nowhere else have we found such a
stirring and comprehensive aceount of the worldwide works
of love and sacrifice wrought by God's true followers of the
dark ages. Homeschooling parents might well consider this
volume for use in history classes. Long out-of-print, this
valuable bOOke'Sonce again available. Order from)

Leaves-of-Autumn Books, Inc.
P.O. Box 440

Payson, AZ 85547

Late Flash From
Prophecy Countdown
Television Ministry
We realize that unless our Adventist

people across this continent purchase satellite
dishes, there will not be any way for them to
view ADVENTIST SATELLITE TELEVISION
NETWORK, premiering November I, 1986.
Therefore it is imperative that we make satellite
dishes readily available to all who wish to view
ASTN. So after much prayer and thoughtful
consideration Prophecy Countdown, Inc. has just
fmalized an agreement with a local satellite dish
distributor, dealing directly with a major satellite
dish manufacturer. Any SDA individual or
church that wishes to purchase a satellite dish

may now do so for the $89500
tremendously low price of
This is a complete system with a fully remote

controlled, motorized Sat Trak 10, 10 ft. black
wiremesh dish with a Winegard· RF HXX>
receiver. All mounting hardware, instructions and
local coordinates are included. The instructions
are "user friendly" and this system can be
installed by 2 or 3 men with a reasonable amount
of mechanical ability. Identical systems are selling
across the country for $2500.00 to $3<XXJ.00.
For more information call Earth Station

Naples 813455-5181.
To order, send a check or money order for
$895.00 to: Earth Station Naples, Inc.

937 C.R. 951
Naples, Florida 33999.(,004

This special offer is meant only for Seventh-
day Adventist individuals and churches wishing to
view ASTN. No dealers!

PROPHECY COUNTDOWN. INC. has no pannership agree-
ment with EARTH STAnON NAPLES. They have made this
satellite dish package available to us, and we in tum are passing
this infonnation on to you, our potential viewers. Prophecy
Countdown, lnt. is not the middleman in these transaaions and
receives no "cut" from the sale. In each sale you will deal
directly with EJu1h _ N",*", Inc. These folks are not
Adventists, but they are lovely people. Let's impress them with
our loving kindness and fairness in each business transaction, and
leave a good taste in their mouths about dealing with
Scventh..day Adventists!

'Winegard has b<l:r. acknow1edlled for over 30 years as a leader
in quality television reception, and you can have full
when you buy this system. In addition, each system component is
rovereel by a one-year warranty. This is the industry's best
engineered. best looking "see through" dish with Winqard's
superior electronics to provide you with studio quality satellite
pictures. The Winqard RF J<XXl r<a:iver provides the most
wanted conswner features and the finest satellite TV
roxption possible.

Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery - Shipped Freight Collect
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ANNOUNCING. • •
Adventist Satellite
Television Hetwork

A Division o(
Prophecy (ountdown, Ine.

Beginning Sabbath, November 1, 1986 at 10 A.M. Eastern Time
ASTN Will Begin Telecasting to the Entire
Continent of North America.

--------------------------------
MAIL TO: PROPHECY COUNTOOW ,INC.

27021 WILLIAMS DRIVE
BONITA SPRINGS, FL ]]92]

"The Lord will work in this last work in a man-
ner very much out of the common order of
things, , , God will use ways and means by
which it will be seen that He is taking the reins
in His own hands,"

Testimonies to Ministers P, 300

For more informalion call us toll free at
I-BOO·Hls LOVE (Mon.-Thurs. 9-5, Friday 9-2)
or wrile: PROPHECY COUNTDOWN. INC.·

27021 Williams Drive
Bonrta sprlnl\s, FL 33923
• d nun prnflt, l,l'lll'"(f'nlpi lorpor.lllon

l I will encourage my local church to
purchase a satellite dISh In order 10
walch AsT each Sabbath.
I will pray earnestly ior Prophecy
Countdown's two-iold mlllIstry: 10 the
world, and now to the church.

..... I am Inlerested in setting up a Will or Trust
with Prophecy Countdown, Inc.

I "dnt 10 help Prophecy Countdown
Idk.. our ,Irall\ht Three Anl\el's Message
10 the world Here', my I\ltt at
$---------
I ",1111 to help Ad, entlSl Satellite Tele\l-
',on elwork bllng u, back to Ihe "SPlllt
at Proph"cy" blueprint. dnd deiend our
h"torlcdl Achent"t truth,. Here', my
Wtt ot $ _

CLIP THIS COUPON, FILL OUT, AND ENClOSE
IT WITH YOUR GIFT I AN ENVELOPE, AND
MAIL TODAY,

does!! As soon as the Lord opens the doors we
will shoot our signal 10 salellites over Australia,
Weslern Europe, and other conllnents of Ihe
world, and translale the telecast into olh"r
languages The pot"ntial of this IS staggering!
eel a satelille dISh and be wllh us al the

premier of Adventisl Salellite Television Net-
work. Sabbath, November I, 19B6 at 10 a.m.

lime.

This new sat"I lite nelwork will be used to:
• Estahlish, ullhold and d fend the Spirit of
Prorhecy

• Id"ntlfy and proclaim historical Adventism
• Prerare our people for closing events
• Counteract Ihe devastating effects of the
new theology
A SATELLITE 0/5/1 15 NECESSARY TO

RE( LlI./ TIiIS IlROADCAsT. We recommend
having th"m installed in churches, or in group
homes. Each Sabbath AsTN will broadcasl for 9
hours (10 a,m, to 7 p.m. eastern lime - 3 hours
of programming shown 3 times). Therefore, the
telecast can be used as a Sabbath morning ser-
vice for churches with no pastor or for shut-ins,
or may be viewed on Sabbath afternoons,
regardless of the time zone. Each broadcast will
feature:
• Stories, songs, and srecial features
for the children

• Health features that will guide us back to the
Spirit of Prophecy blueprint

• "Ad, entist Roundlable" discussions and
interviews with people like, Colin Standish,
Ron Spear, Dennis Priebe, John Osborne,
Ralph Larson, Gerard Deise, David Mould,
Jim Brackett, and others.

• Guesl speakers who know and proclaim our
historical Adventisl beliers,
Audio and video tapes will be available of all

broadcasts, but to really calch the excitement, ,
. GET A SA TELL/TE 01511 AND WATCH

1//E PROGRAM AS IT 15 BEAMED NATlON-
WIDE EACII SABBATH.
AsTN is a division of Prophecy Counldown,

tnc. We are lotally self-supporting and depend
100% on the freewill donations of Seventh-day
Anventist church members who still believe in
the old landmarks. We estimate a first-year
budget of abolll $400,000. We don't know
where the money is coming from ... bul God

This is a NEW inter-church network
inlended solely (or Sevenlh-day Adventisls.

N.lIl1l': _

1--------------------------------

ADDED BONUS
With a satellite dish you Will not only
be able to watch AsTN but also

THREE ANGELS BROADCASTING, soon to be.
on satellite from West Frankfort, Illinois.

I·
I
I

In mow lor \f)llr Wl110 ht'I,I\ c!l'dm llnlt'\our lnt"lL.mu,1 nt' m.10t' out to Propht>( \ CounfdO\\n 1m II \OU 'Pf"{lIlcdlly \\<1nl II 10
lit· u ....t"(j hlr ,\l!\t·nlt.. l "",llpltth' Tl'lt·\l'.um .... t·h\orL. dt' .....Mn,llt· A')P,. on Iht' to\\Pf Iplt (nrnpr Of \lOUf (ht"'<.L.

Our Firm Foundation
P.O. Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328
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