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:Editorial
T ODAY WE hear the char-

ismatic evangelical TV
preachers using certain clich6s
concerning the GospeL I listened
to one yesterday who spoke of a
large meeting held to raise fnnds
for the poor, and said that hun-
dreds were saved in the meeting.
Now, no Seventh-day Adven-

tist preacher would make a state-
ment exactly like that, but do we
unconsciously make statements
that bring our own people into
the same ideas aud beliefs? Be
good, go to church, pay tithe,
support the church programs and
you are saved. These are many
times unspoken ideas, uncon-
sciously received through poli-
cies, tradition, and attitUdes. All
these things we should do, but
they do not save us. We cannot do
anything to be saved, but if we
do not do something we shall be
lost. Because Christ died to save
us, we have a spontaneous love
relationship with God that pro-
duces loving obedience to all the
requirements of the law.
The Evangelicals preach be-

lieve, only believe., and now
many Seventh-day Adventists are
coming very close to this philo-
sophical preaching. uDo we then
make void the law through faith?
God forbid: yea, we establish the
law." Romans 3:31
"Faith is not an opiate, but a

stimulant. Looking to Calvary
will not quiet your soul into non-
performance of duty, but will
create faith that will work, puri-
fying the soul from all selfish-
ness.
"The faith in Christ which

saves the soul is not what it is
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represented to be by many. 'Be-
lieve, believe,' is their cry; 'only
believe in Christ, and you will be
saved. It is all you have to do.'
While true faith trusts wholly in
Christ for salvation, it will lead
to perfect conformity to the law
of God.
"There are two errors against

which the children of God-par-
ticularly those who have just
come to trust in His grace-espe-
cially need to guard. The first ...
is that of looking to their own
works, trusting to anything they
can do, to bring themselves into
harmony with God. He who is
trying to become holy by his own
works in keeping the law, is at-
tempting an impossibility.... It
is the grace of Christ alone,
through faith, that can make us
holy.
"The opposite and no less dan-

gerous error is that belief in
Christ releases men from keeping
the law of God; that since by
faith alone we become partakers
of the grace of Christ, our works
have nothing to do with our re-
demption.
"'But notice here that obedi-

ence is not a mere outward com-
pliance, but the service of love.
The law of God is an expression
of His very nature; it is an
bodiment of the great principle
of love, and hence is the founda-
tion of His government in heaven
and earth.... Instead of releasing
man from obedience, it is faith,
and faith only, that makes us
partakers of the grace of Christ,
which enables us to render obe-
dience.
"'As Jesus was in human na-

ture, so God means His followers
to be. In His strength we are to
live the life of purity and nobil-
ity which the Saviour lived." The
Faith I Live By, 93

We hear now from many of
our pulpits that one cannot
come sin, that striving to keep
the Ten Commandments is legal-
ism, that Jesus was so different
from us that He took the nature
of Adam before the fall. He,
therefore, could keep the law per-
fectly, but we cannot be holy as
He was holy. perfect as He was
perfect. But let us review the
words of inspiration: "'Because it
is written, Be ye holy; for I am
holy." "Be ye therefore perfect,
even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect." 1 Peter 1:16;
Matthew 5:48
Ellen White makes this in-

spired observation: "'Christ came
to the world to counteract Satan's
falsehood that God had made a
law which men could not keep.
Taking humanity upon Himself,
He came to this earth, and by a
life of obedience showed that
God has not made a law that man
cannot keep. He showed that it is
possible for man perfectly to
obey the law. Those who
Christ as their Saviour. becoming
partakers of His divine nature,
are enabled to follow His exam-
ple, living in obedience to every
precept of the law. Through the
merits of Christ, man is to show
by his obedience that he could be
trusted in h"eaven, that he would
not rebel." The Faith I Live By,
114
We must understand that sal-

va tion is not offered to the
continued on 27
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Christmas IsCorning

Christ should be the supreme
objeet; but as Christmas has been
observed, the glory is turned from
Him to mortal man

"CHRISTMAS is coming," is
the note that is sounded

throughout our world from East
to West and from North to South.
With youth, those of mature age,
and even the aged, it is a period
of general rejoicing, of great
gladness. But what is Christmas,
that it should demand so much
attention? This day has been
made much of for centuries. It is
accepted by the un believing
world, and by the Christian
world generally, as the day on
which Christ was born. When the
world at large celebrate the day,
they show no honor to Christ.
They refuse to acknowledge Him
as their Saviour, to honor Him by
willing obedience to His service.
They show preference to the day,
but none to the One for whom
the day is celebrated, Jesus
Christ.
The twenty-fifth of December

is supposed to be the day of the
birth of Jesus Christ, and its ob-
servance has become customary
and popular. But yet there is no
certainty that we are keeping the
veritable day of our Saviour's
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birth. History gives us no certain
assurance of this. The Bible does
not give us the precise time. Had
the Lord deemed this knowledge
essential to our salvation, He
would have spoken through His
prophets and apostles, that we
might know all about the matter.
But the silence of the Scriptures
upon this point evidences to us

that it is hidden from us for the
wisest purposes. In His wisdom,
the Lord concealed the place
where he buried Moses. God bur-
ied him, and God resurrected
him, and took him to heaven.

Ellen G. White

This secrecy was to prevent idol-
atry. He against whom they re-
belled while he was in active ser-
vice, whom they provoked almost
beyond human endurance, was al-
most worshiped as God after his
separation from them by death.
For the very same purpose He has
concealed the precise day of
Christ's birth; that the day should

not receive the honor that should
be given to Christ as the Re-
deemer of the world-One to be

to be trusted, to be re-
lied on as He who could save to
the uttermost all who come unto



While sinful amusements are
condemned, as they should be, let

parents provide in their stead
innocent pleasures

Him. The soul's adoration should
be given to Jesus as the Son of
the infinite God.
There is no divine sanctity

resting upon the twenty-fifth of
December; and it is not pleasing
to God that anything that con-
cerns the salvation of man
through the infinite sacrifice
made for them, should be so
sadly perverted from its pro-
f essed design. Christ should be
the supreme object; but as Christ-
mas has been observed, the glory
is turned from Him to mortal
man, whose sinful, defective
character made it necessary for
Him to come to our world. JeSlls,
the Majesty of heaven, the royal
King of heaven, laid aside His
royalty, left His throne of glory,
His high command, and came into
our world to bring to fallen man,
weakened in moral power, and
corrupted by sin, aid divine. He
clothed His divinity with human-
ity, that He might reach to the
very depths of human woe and
misery, to lift up fallen man. By
taking upon Himself man's na-
ture, He raised humanity in the
scale of moral value with God.
These great themes are almost too
high, too deep, too infinite, for
the comprehension of finite
minds.
Parents should keep these

things before their children, and
instruct them, line upon line, pre-

cept upon precept, in their obli-
gation to God-not their obliga-
tion to each other, to honor and
glorify one another by gifts and
offerings. But they should be
taught that Jesus is the world's

Redeemer, the object of thought,
of painstaking effort; that His
work is the grand theme which
should engage their attention;
that they should bring to Him
their gifts and offerings. Thus
did the wise men and the shep-
herds.
As the twenty-fifth day of De-

cember is observed to commemo-
rate the birth of Christ, as the
children have been instructed by
precept and example that this
was indeed a day of gladness and
rejoicing, you will find it a diffi-
cuI t rna tter to pass over this
period without giving it some at-
tention. It can be made to serve a
very good purpose. The youth
should be treated very carefully.
They should not be left on
Christmas to find their own
amusement in vanity and pleas w

ure-seeking, in amusements which
will be detrimental to their spir-
ituality. Parents can control this
matter by turning the minds and
the offerings of their children to
God and His Cause and the salva-
tion of souls. The desire for
amusement, instead of being
quenched and arbitrarily ruled
down, should be controlled and
directed by painstaking effort
upon the part of the parents.
Their desire to make gifts may be
turned into pure and holy chan-
nels, and made to result in good
to our fellow men by supplying

the treasury in the grea grand
work for which Christ came into
our world. Self-denial and self-
sacrifice marked His course of
action. Let it mark ours who pro-
fess to love Jesus; because in Him

is centered our hope of eternal
life.
Youth cannot be made as se-

date and grave as old age, the
child as sober as the sire. While
sinfuI,amusements are con-
demned, as they should be, let

teachers, and guardians
of youth provide in their stead
innocent pleasures, which shall
not taint or corrupt the morals.
Do not bind down the young to
rigid rules and restraints that
will lead them to feel themselves
'oppressed and to break over and
rush in to paths of folly and de-
struction. With a firm, kindly,
considerate hand, hold the lines
of government, guiding and con-
trolling their minds and purposes,
yet so gently, so wisely, so lov-
ingly, that they still will know
that you have their best good in
view. How many parents are la-
menting the fact that they cannot
keep their children at home, that
they have no love for home. At
an early age they have a desire
for the company of strangers; and
as soon as they are old enough,
they break away from that which
appears to them to be bondage
and unreasonable restraint, and
will neither heed a mother's pray-
ers nor a father's counsels. Inves-
tigation would generally reveal
that the sin lay at the door of the
parents. They have not made
home what it ought to be-attrac-

pleasant, radiant with the
sunshine of kind words, pleasant
looks, and true love.

The secret of sav'ing your
children lies in making your
home lovely and attractive. In-
dulgence in parents will not bind
the children to God nor to home;
but a firm, godly influence to
properly train and educate the
mind would save many children
from ruin.
On Christmas, so soon to come,

let not the parents take the posi-
tion that an evergreen placed in
the church for the amusement of
the Sabbath-school scholars is a
sin; for it may be made a great
blessing. Keep before their minds
benevolent objects. In no case
should mere amusement be the
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I entreat you, my brethren and
sisters, to make this coming
Christmas a blessing to yourselves
and others

object of these gatherings. While
there may be some who will turn
these occasions into seasons of
careless levity, and whose minds
will not receive the divine im-
press, to other minds and charac-
ters these seasons will be highly
beneficial. I am fUlly satisfied
that innocent substitutes can be
devised for many gatherings that
demoralize.
Christmas is coming. May you

all have wisdom to make ita pre-
cious season. Let the older church
members unite, heart and soul,
with their children in this inno-
cent amusement and recreation,
in devising ways and means to
show true respect to Jesus by
bringing to Him gifts and offer-
ings. Let everyone remember the
claims of God. His cause cannot
go forward without your aid. Let
the gifts you have usually be-
stowed upon one another be
placed in the Lord's treasury. I
present before you, my brethren
and sisters, an object, the Euro-
pean mission. In every church let
your smaller offerings be placed
upon your Christmas tree. Let the
precious emblem, "evergreen,"
suggest the holy work of God and
His beneficence to us; and the
loving heart-work will be to save
other souls who are in darkness.
Let your works be in accordance
with your faith. I heard Elder
Butler read a touching letter a
few days since from Elder Whit-
ney, of Europe. The good work is
going forward there, but it ought
to have been done six years ago.
Let not this work be hindered.
Let it advance. If all, both old
and young, will forgo giving
presents to one another, and for-
go the selfish outlay of means in
these coming holidays, there
would be in heaven a most pre-
cious record of self-denial for
Christ's sake.
Every tree in Satan's garden

hangs laden with the fruits of
·vanity, pride, self -importance,
evil desire, extravagance-all poi-
soned fruit, but very gratifying
to the carnal heart. Let the sev-
eral churches presen t to God
Christmas trees in every church;
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and then let them hang thereon
the fruits of beneficence and gra-
titude-offerings coming from
willing hearts and hands, fruits
that God will accept as an expres-
sion of Our faith and our great
love to Him for the gift of His
Son, Jesus Christ. Let the ever-
green be laden with fruit, rich,
and pure, and holy, acceptable to
God. Shall we not have such a
Christmas as Heaven can ap-
prove? Thousands of dollars are
needlessly spent every year in
gifts to each other. That is means
lost to God, lost to His cause. It
pleases the vanity, encourages
pride, creates all kinds of dissat-
isfaction, murmuring, and com-
plaints, because perhaps the gifts
are not just what was desired, not
of the high value wanted Or ex-
pected. Christmas is not observed

as its name implies it should be.
Man has forsaken God in almost
everything, and has turned the
attention to self. He has left the
pure springs of Iiving water
which flow from the throne of
God, and hewn out to himself
broken cisterns, which can hold
no water. God gave man a proba-
tion that he might be fitted for
heaven. He was to look upward to
God, who was to be the soul's
adoration; but talent, skill, and
inventive powers are all exercised
to make self the supreme object
of attention. Man has withdrawn
his gaze from Deity, and fastened
his eyes upon the finite, the
earthly, the corruptible.
Satan is in this work to put

God out of the mind and inter-
pose the world and self that the

eye shall not be single to the
glory of God. Satan captivates
and ensnares the mind. His infer-
nal wisdom is continually exer-
cised to mold and fashion the ma-
terial with which he has to deal,
to make God the least and the
last object of devotion.
The various amusements of so-

ciety have been the ruin of thou-
sands who, but for these devices
of Satan, migh t be servants of the
living God. There are wrecks of
character seen everywhere who
have been destroyed by gilded,
fashionable pleasure; and still the
work is going forward. Thou-
sands more will go to ruin who
will not open their eyes to see
and sense the fact that, although
they are professed Christians,
they are lovers of pleasure more
than lovers of God.

I entreat you, my brethren and
sisters, to make this coming
Christmas a blessing to yourselves
and others. The birth of Jesus
was unhallowed by the great men
of earth. He was the Majesty of
heaven; yet this royal subject had
no attendants. His birth was un-
honored by the very men He
came to our world to save. But
His advent was celebrated by the
heavenly host. Angels of God, in
the appearance of a star, con-
ducted the wise men on their mis-
sion in search of Jesus. They
came with gifts and costly offer-
ings of frankincense and myrrh,
to pay their oblation to the in-
fant King foretold in prophecy.
They followed the brilliant mes-
sengers with assurance and great
joy. The angels passed by the



Satan has had his way in managmg
these occasions to suit himself; now
let us turn the current heavenward

instead of earthward

school of the prophets, the pal-
aces of kings, and appeared to
the humble shepherds, guarding
their flocks by night, upon Beth-
lehem's plains. One angel first
appeared, clothed with the pano-
ply of heaven; and so surprised
and so terrified were the shep-
herds that they could only gaze
upon the wondrOl" glory of the
heavenly visitant with unutter-
able amazement. The angel of the
Lord came to them, and said,
UFear not, for, behold, I bring
you tidings of great joy, which
shall be unto all people; for unto
you is born this day, in the city
of David, a Saviour, who is
Christ the Lord. And this shall be
a sign unto you, Ye shall find the
babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger. H No
sooner had their eyes become ac-

customed to the glorious presence
of the one angel, than, lo! the
whole plain was lighted up with
the wondrous glory of the multi-
tude of angels that peopled the
plains of Bethlehem. The angel
quieted the fears of the shep-
herds before opening their eyes
to behold the multitude of the
heavenly host, all praising God,
and saying, "Glory to God in the
highest; and on earth, peace, good
will to men." Luke 2:10-12, 14
Then was the melody of heav-

en heard by mortal ears, and the
heavenly choir swept back to
heaven as they closed their ever-
memorable an them. The light
faded away and the shadows of
the night once more fell on the
hills and plains of Bethlehem; but
there remained in the hearts of

the shepherds the brightest pic-
ture mortal man had ever looked'
upon, and the blessed promise
and assurance of the advent to
our world of the Saviour of men,
which filled their hearts with joy
and gladness, mingled with faith
and wondrous love to God. In
simple trust, the shepherds has-
tened to follow the direction of
the heavenly messengers, to find
the royal Babe, not in a palace,
not in even a common inn, but in
a stable. They bowed in reverence
to the infant King, committing
no idolatry. But how certain is it
that idolatry is committed by
those who profess to be lovers of
Jesus! Their attention, thought,
and powers are devoted to poor,
finite mortals. Relatives and
friends come in for the worship
which belongs to God alone.

I entreat my brethren and sis-
ters to have a special object in
view.... The missionary work
must go forward. Now, brethren,
let us on Christmas make special
efforts to come before the Lord
with gifts and grateful offerings
for the gift of Jesus Christ as a
Redeemer to the world. Let noth-
ing now be spent needlessly; but
let every penny that can be
spared be put out to the exchang-
ers. Satan has had his way in
managing these occasions to suit
himself. Now let us turn the cur-
rent heavenward instead of
earthward. Let us show by our
offerings that we appreciate the
self-denial and sacrifice of Christ
in our behalf. Let God be brought
to remembrance by every child
and parent; and let the offerings,

both small and large, be brought
to the storehouse of God.
You that have means, who

have been in the habit of making
donations to your relatives and
friends until you are at a loss to
know what to invent that will be
new and interesting to them, seek
to put your ingenuity to the test,
as well as your influence, to see
how much means you may gather
to advance the work of the Lord.
Let your skill and your capacities
be employed to make the coming
Christmas one of intense interest,
paying your addresses to the God
of heaven in willing, grateful of-
ferings. Follow no longer the
world's customs. Make a break
here, and see if this Christmas
cannot show thousands of dollars
flowing into the treasury, that
God's storehouse may not be
empty. You may not be recom-
pensed on earth, but you will be
rewarded in the future life, and
that abundantly. Let those who
have so long planned for self now
begin to plan for the cause of
God, and you will certainly have
increased wisdom. Let the con-
science be enlightened, and the
love of truth and of Christ take
the place of idolatrous thoughts
and love of self. Will you not
arise, my Christian brethren and
sisters, and gird yourselves for
duty in the fear of God so ar-
ranging this matter that it shall
not be dry and uninteresting, but
full of innocent enjoyment that
shall bear the signet of Heaven? I
know the poorer class will re-
spond to these suggestions. The
most wealthy should also show an
interest, and bestow their gifts
and offerings proportionate to
the means with which God has
entrusted them. Let there be re-
corded in the heavenly books
such a Christmas as has never yet
been seen, because of the dona-
tions which shall be given for the
sustaining of the work of God
and the upbuilding of His king-
dom. I!

Review and Herald, December 9,
1884
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IKevin D. Paulson

White wrote, "He who is trying to
reach heaven by his own works
in keeping the law, is attempting
an impossibility.... All that man
can do without Christ is polluted
with selfishness and sin; but that
which is wrought through faith is
acceptable to God." (Selected
Messages, Book I, 364) But we,
unfortunately, have taken it fur-
ther. We want to say that every-
thing man does, with or without
Christ, is worthless. Even what is
done in cooperation with God can
never be part of salvation. The
degree of faith in one's experi-
ence is measured by how much
work he must do to be saved. Sal-
vation by grace requires not only
that God give all the power; it
means also that God does all the
work. We thus devise a "let go
and let God" approach to Chris-
tianity.
A careful study of the nature

of legalism is long overdue. Per-
haps this article will help clear
away confusion.
The following four points will

help, I believe, to offer a view of
the problem more in step with in-
spired teaching.

1. Divine Appeasement

Ellen White states, "The prin-
ciple that man can save himself
by his own works lay at the foun-
dation of every heathen reli-
gion." (The Desire of Ages, 35) I
suspect many readers have won-
dered about this. When most of us
think of paganism we think of
f rivoHty and moral looseness-not
exactly the stereotype of legalism.
How could salvation by works
possibly be the root of heathen-
ism?
The answer is simple: the no-

tion of divine appeasement. Pa-
gan religion abounds in the belief
that angry gods need to be pla-
cated. Magnificent rituals, aus-
tere self-denial, even human sac-
rifices and military campaigns,
become methods to alter the di-
vine mood. The haunting fear of
unpredictable deities-never quite
sa tisfied-hangs over millions
throughout the world. And not
just in heathen lands.
Whenever Christians nurture

believers doing their best to stem
the tide. At one point Ellen White
declared, "As a people, we have
preached the law until we are as
dryas the hills of Gilboa, that
had neither dew nor rain." Re-
view and Herald, March II, 1890
However, the supreme tragedy

is how, in recent years, we have
not been content with an inspired
definition of the problem. Mrs.

1986.

Legalism:
Myth and Reality

L EGALISM IS a Common
word in Adventist religious

language. The term is generally
used as a synonym for righteous-
ness by works, pharisaisID, Or
other attitudes seen as excesses of
religious conserva tism. Few can
deny the relevance of this
cern. A look at Adventist history
finds a frequent encounter with
these problems, with committed
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the idea that God is angry and
must be appeased, they fall a
prey to legalism. The Bible does
say that God is angry because of
sin, but His is a sorrowful anger,
recoiling at the pain and sadness
caused by Our misdeeds. God re-
joices at the removal of sin be-
cause it means the removal of
pain and destruction. It is not a
question of a ruffled divine Ego
in need of soothing. How can
anyone believe God's hatred of
sin means hatred of sinners? Sin
must be expelled from our lives,
not to restore a suspended divine

Paganism demands
a decent show of
devotion, not a
change of mind

love, but to rescue Durse!yes and
others from a ruinous, painful
experience.
Many have debated the issue

of whether God destroys the
wicked. I find the matter easy to
settle. When God says, "If you
sin, you will die," (Genesis 2:17)
He doesn't mean, "If you disobey
Me, I'll kill you." He is merely
saying that to reject His charac-
ter and guidance causes suffer-
ing, torture, and finally death.
How else can it be, since God is
the Source of life? God gives sin-
ners the chance, through His
grace, to stop hurting themselves
and others and accept His leading
instead. But when they stubborn-
ly refuse His offer following the
ultimate display of contrast be-
tween good and evil in the last
days, God must perform His
"strange act." (Isaiah 28:21)
Though seeing the issue<; clearly
and acknowledging their exclu-
sion from heaven to be just, they
still prefer sin over righteousness.
God cannot risk any more misery
and heartache among His crea-
tures. Sin must go, and any who

cling to it will be de,stroyed in
the process.

2. Superficiality

Another trait of paganism is
surface commitment. No change
of heart is required. History re-
veals how pagan communities can
accommodate themselves to a host
of beliefs by superficial assent.
How often have captives and
conquerors alike embraced reli-
gion out of convenience or neces-
sity? The great Mongol emperor
Kublai Khan practiced five dif-
ferent religions-Christianity, Is-
lam, Buddhism, Confucianism,
and Taoism-all at once. The same
spirit found acceptance in
medieval Christianity, so that a
French duke could tell a Hugue-
not officer in the days of Louis
XIV, "'No one demands a change
in one's mind; just a decent show
of devotion to the king's church.
If the body is conveyed to the
chapel, who cares the where-
abouts of the mind?"
This is all very central to the

legalism debate. When closely
studied, the New Testament at-
tack on justification by law has
more to do with possessing the
law than keeping it. The Jews
thought biological descent from
Abraham guaranteed salvation,
that because God gave to them
His law they were Sure of His fa-
vor. John the Baptist denounced
their complacency in this regard,
declaring that God could raise
descendants of Abraham out of
stone. (Matthew 3:9) First-century
Judaism could not reach the
heart; it was all on the surface.
Thus Jesus could condemn the
Pharisees as whitewashed tombs
full of dead men's bones. Mat-
thew 23:27
This is the real distinction be-

tween the two covenants. While
the Hebrews at Sinai readily pro-
mised, "AlI that the Lord ha th
said we wil1 do," (Exodus 24:7)
"the people did not realize the
sinfulness of their own hearts,
and that without Christ it was
impossible for them to keep God's
law." (Patriarchs and Prophets,
371,372) Their signal failure not
long after was to be repeated

throughout their history. The Si-
naitic covenant failed simply be-
cause man didn't take it to heart.
The opportunity was there; God
stated through Moses, "The word
is very near you; it is in your
mouth and in your heart, so that
you can do it." (Deuteronomy
30:14, RSV) Israel's failure de-
manded a new covenant to restate
this promise: "This is the
nant which I will make with the
house of Israel after those days,
says the Lord: I will put my law
within them, and I will write it
upon their hearts; and I will be
their God, and they shall be my
people." (Jeremiah 31:33, RSV)
And though the Jews through
apostasy annulled their divine
charter, God found no reason to
make another covenant. The book
of Hebrews, in reciting the Chris-
tian covenant (8:8-10), simply
quotes Jeremiah.

3. Focus on Eternal Reward

The Adven t message is not a
self-centered formula of how to
get to heaven. Says Ellen White,
"It is not the fear of punishment,
Or the hope of everlasting re-
ward, that leads the disciples of
Christ to follow Him." (The De-
sire of Ages, 480) The Christian

To the legalist, the
security of God's

government
matters little

does not seek victory over sin for
his own sake, but for God's. "The
honor of God, the honor of
Christ, is involved in the perfec-
tion of the character of His
people." Ibid., 671
Legalism has no concern for

this. All it desires is a ticket to
glory. The security of God's gov-
ernment matters little; only the
believer'S security counts.
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4. Independence of Divine Aid

In his last prayer before Israel,
King David declared, "All things
came of thee, and of thine own
have we given thee." (I Chron-
icles 29:14) Everything we possess
is a gift from God. This fact is
true even of the unfallen angels.
(See Faith and Works, 23) In Man-
uscript 36, 1890, thought to be
Mrs. White's definitive word on
justification, we read:
"There has been too little edu-

cating in clear lines upon this
paint. The Lord has lent man His
own goods in trust-means which
He requires be handed back to
Him when His providence signi-
fies and the upbuilding of His
cause demands it. The Lord gave
the intellect. He gave the health
and the ability to gather earthly
gain. He created the things of
earth. He manifests His divine
power to develop all its riches.
They are His fruits from His own
husbandry. He gave the sun, the
clouds, the showers of rain, to
cause vegetation to flourish. As
God's employed servants you ga-
thered in His harvest to use what
your wants required in an eco-
nomical way and hold the rest
for the call of God. You can say

To think we can
serve God on our
own is to indulge

in absurdities

with David, 'For all things come
of thee, and of thine own have
we given thee." (I Chronicles
29:14) So the satisfaction of crea-
ture roerit cannot be in returning
to the Lord His own, for it was
always His own property to be
used as He in His providence
should direct." Ibid., 20, 21
That which distinguishes a le-

galist from a true Christian, dis-
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tinguishes a wealthy believer
from a wealthy man of the world.
The former acknowledges the
true Source of success, the latter
credits himself or luck. The exer-
cise of the will, in God's service
or elsewhere, is a pure gift of
grace. To think we can serve God
on our own is to indulge in ab-
surdities. When we acknowledge
how, because of the fall, man
needs a further bestowment of
power, it is not to imply that the
power with which we were born
is our own. We merely recognize
that because of sin we have f or-
feited much of Our God-given vi-
tality, that only through His in-
tervention can we find Our way
back.
Among the central issues in

the faith/works discussion is,
From whom do we take direc-
tions? The power to do God's will
is found in His directions. "All
His biddings are enablings."
(Christ's Object Lessons, 333)
Those depending on human ideas
in place of God's Word lose access
to His power. We read that the
robe of Christ's righteousness
contains one thread of hu-
man devising." It doesn't say,
"not one thread of human striv-
ing." That isn't the issue. The
question is who gives directions
and who supplies the power.

The Evangelical Fallacy

In politics the extreme right is
not far from the extreme left.
Theology isn't much different.
And nowhere is this truer than in
the legalism debate.
Evangelical theology claims to

have the answer to righteousness
by works. It professes to exalt the
divine love manifested in Jesus,
thus drawing people away from
self-dependence. Careful study,
however, shows that it contains
the same fundamental premises as
old-fashioned legalism.
Each of the four points just

described is found in evangelical-
ism. The necessity for God's ap-
peasement is affirmed. While man
is told his works cannot win
God's favor, he is assured that
God's favor has already been
won-by the sacrifice of Jesus. It

is a question of who appeases
God, man or Christ. But the Bible
nowhere says God has to be ap-
peased by anyone. For a divine
personage to placate another is as
much a part of heathenism as for
man to placate God. Heathen reli-
gion abounds in both, as any stu-
dent of culture will acknowledge.
The evangelical gospel is su-

perficial. It presents a salvation
long ago and far away, a declara-
tive act which changes lives only
in part. Historic Adventism, be-
cause it gives sanctified obedi-
ence its rightful prominence, is

God can never
bless when human
cowardice replaces

divine courage

smeared as a system of works.
Would not Christ condemn such
religion as He condemned phari-
saism, as producing whitewashed
tombs full of dead men's bones?
Matthew 23:27
As with stereotyped legalism j

evangelical thought focuses on
passage through the pearly gates
rather than the vindication of
God. Witnessing methods pose as
the central question, you died
tonight, would you go to heav-
en?" Self-consideration receives
primary importance. How differ-
en t from the experience of Job,
who declared, "Though he slay
me, yet will I trust in him." Job
13:15
And, yes, evangelicalism ig-

nores the power of God. It may
profess to claim it, but when bib-
lical promises of victory are de-
nied, when Christians speak of
their sinful habits as the unfaith-
ful spies spoke of the Canaanites
("they are stronger than we"
Numbers 13:31), the power and
the glory depart. God can never
bless when human cowardice re-
places divine courage.



Conclusion

Legalism is not a question of
who does the work of salvation.
It is a question of the divine
character, of the depth of human
commitment, of the focus of our
experience and the SOurce of our
strength. We must cease to think
of righteousness by faith as
righteousness devoid of human
effort.
Recognizing this truth will

sharpen our understanding of
Scripture. The Bible plainly de-
clares human works to be a part

Superficial thinking
sees salvation as
primarily a ticket

to heaven

of salvation, not merely its re-
sults. "For not the hearers of the
law are just before God." (Rom-
ans 2:13) "Work out your own
salvation with fear and trem-
bling; for God is at work in you,
both to will and to work for his
good pleasure." (Philippians 2: 12,
13, RSV) "You see that a man is
justified by works and not by
faith alone." (James 2:24, RSV)
Ellen White declares:

work of gaining salva-
tion is one of copartnership; a
joint operation.... Human effort
of itself is not sufficient. Without
the aid of divine power itavails
nothing. God works "nd man
works." Acts oj the Apostles, 482
"Man must work with his hu-

man power aided by the divine
power of Christ, to resist and
conquer at any cost to himself. In
short. man must overcome as
Christ overcame.... This could
not be the case if Christ alone
did all the overcoming. Man must
do his part; he must be victor on
his own account." Testimonies,
vol. 4, 32, 33
The real problem in all this is

our definition of salvation. Su-
perficial thinking sees salvation
as primarily a ticket to heaven.
Going to heaven will be wonder-
ful and we all look forward to it,
but biblical salvation is much
deeper. It means the expulsion of
sin and the resulting vindication
of God from the charges of Sa-
tan. The first reference to salva-
tion in the New Testament reads,
"You shall call his name Jesus
f or he will save his people from
their sins." Matthew 1:21, RSV
A proper view of legalism will

take the shackles from God's
spokesmen who fear that if they
call sin by its right name and up-
hold divine staudards of conduct,
they fall prey to works-right-
eousness. How well I remember a
teen-age experience when, at a
major camp meeting, a
evangelist preached a sermon on
Christian standards only to be ac-
costed after the service for dar-
ing to preach behavior when he
ought to be preaching Christ.
. Once we understand the true na-
ture of law, it will help us expose
the nature of legalism. We pay lip
service to the belief that the law
is the transcript of God's charac-
ter. But do we really know what
that means? Doctrinal truths and
standards of behavior are God's

A proper view of
legalism will take
the shackles from
God's spokesmen

instruments of self-disclosure, for
revealing to man what He is like.
Merely accepting these on the
surface will avail nothing, but
taking them to heart settles the
problem. Not only is legalism
averted, but every other counter-
feit advanced by Satan to derail
the church of God. I!I
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W HEN WE
arrived at

Avondale College as imma-
ture sixteen-year-olds in 1950 our
vocational options were scanty.
Basically the college offered
courses in Secretarial Science,
Accounting, Building Construc-
tion, Teaching, and Ministry.
None of the first three appealed
to us, so we selected teaching be-
cause we knew that we were not
"good enough" to be ministers.
How limited was our understand-
ing then of the sacredness of the
high calling of those who wish to
be the educators of the children
of God's people!
One of the most striking state-

ments concerning education by
Ellen White is her declaration:
"In the highest sense, the work of
education and the work of re-
demption are one." (Education,
30) This statement forces the
Christian to re-evaluate all his
cherished definitions ofeduca-
tion. It translates educational
aims out of the confines of the
immediate into the realm of eter-
nal verities. This truth does not
mean that Christian education
has nothing to offer for the im-
mediate, for to place education in

the realm of
the eternal is indeed
to greatly enhance the mean-
ing and significance of that
which is taking place in the
present. It does, however, reduce
progressive, social-reconstruction
and humanistic concepts of edu-
ca tion to the realm of the
redundant-totally inadequate for
the education of the child of
God.
One of the authors once had a

professor who, after detailing a
sampling of the various defini-
tions of education, claimed that
in presenting his own definition,
he was giving the broadest defi-
nition possible. He then defined
education as "The total experi-
ence of man from conception to
death." This definition pointedly
illustrates the limitations of sec-
ular concepts of education. How
vastly greater in its scope is true
God-centered education!
"Our ideas of education take

too narrow and too low a range.

There is need of a
broader scope, a
higher aim. True
education means
more than the pur-
sual of a certain
Course of study. It
means more than a
preparation for the life
that now is. It has to do
with the whole being, and
with the whole period of
existence possible to man. It
is the harmonious
ment of the physical, the
mental, and the spiritual
powers. It prepares the stu-
dent for the joy of service in
this world, and for the higher
joy of wider service in the world
to come." Education, 13
Seventh-day Adventists are

among the most education con-
scious group in society and this is
how it should be. We believe that
the talents entrusted to us are a
gift from God to be used and
multiplied. Yet we must ever be
reminded that they are to be used
f or His glory and for a wi tness to
mankind. It is thus not surprising
that, though most Adventists or
their forebears accepted the Ad-
vent faith while in humble cir-
cumstances, today the members
of the Seventh-day Adventist
church stand high in social status
and educational achievement.
Thus there is a danger of
ing to worldly evaluation of edu-
cation. We have sometimes been
guilty of worshiping at the altar
of the degree and have seen this
goal as the ultimate of higher
education. But God allows no
such definition.
"Higher education is an exper-

imental knowledge of the plan of
salvation, and this knowledge is
secured by earnest and diligent
study of the Scriptures. Such an
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education will renew the mind
and transform the character l re-
storing the image of God in the
soul. I! will fortify the mind
against the deceptive whisperings
of the adversary, and enable us
to understand the voice of God.
I! will teach the learner to be-
come a coworker with Jesus
Christ, to dispel the moral dark-
ness about him, and bring light
and knowledge to men. I! is the
simplicity of true godliness-our
passport from the preparatory
school of earth to the higher
school above.
"'There is no edilea tion to be

gained higher than that given to
the early disciples, and which is

l]'[fo@
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revealed to us through the Word
of God. To gain the higher edu-
cation means to follow this Word
implicitly; it means to walk in
the footsteps of Christ, to prac-
tice His virtues. It means to give
up selfishness, and to devote the
life to the service of God. Higher
education calls for something
greater, something more divine,
than the knowledge to be ob-
tained merely from books. It
means a personal, experimental
knowledge of Christ; it means
emancipation from ideas, from
habits and practices, that have
been gained in the school of the
prince of darkness, and which
are opposed to loyalty to God. I!
means to overcome stubbornness,
pride, selfishness, worldly ambi-
tion, and unbelief. I! is the mes-
sage of deliverance from sin."
C01!11sels to Parents, Teachers, and
Studeilts, 11, 12
Such a definition means that

higher education is not limited to
any age group or any prescribed
academic level. I! is the educa-

tion that must be given to the
babe in his mother's arms; to the
preschool child as he works with
his parents and as he learns at
their knees; to the elementary
school child as he masters not
only the skills of formal educa-
tion but learns also of the One
who is the Source of all wisdom
and true knowledge; to the high
school pupil who seeks to dis-
cover God's unique calling in his
life; to the college student as he
earnestly makes special
tion for his life-calling; to the
young married adults as they al-
low Christ to establish a home
where the pure principles of
Christian love prevail; to the
middle-aged as they seek to chan-
nel their experience into avenues
of more fruitful ministries and to
the aged as they utilize their re-
tiring years for their ministry of
faith and love. Indeed, this will
be the education that it will be
our privilege to continue to enjoy
throughout eternity_
The Power Coaching College

of Sydney, Australia, some years
ago, used as its slogan Knowledge
is Power. But such an unqualified
slogan is hardly acceptable to the
Christian in the light of Eden,
where added knowledge brought
terrible impotency to earth's first
inhabitants. At the turn of the
century the well-known British
educator, Findlay, proclaimed,
Knowledge is power when it is
used. While an improvement, even
this definition is inadequate, for
we have seen knowledge of drugs
and certain lifestyles lead to the
ruination of many of our fellow
humans. Ellen White, however,
places the issue in the spiritual
sphere: "Knowledge is power,
when united with true piety."
(Testimonies, vol. 4, 427) Only the
true Christian can discern truth,
discrimina te between knowledge
of real value and useless knowl-
edge and understand how to
translate that knowledge into the
principles of righteousness and
service. Only the committed
Christian is taught by the true
Teacher-the Holy Spirit. "But
the COmforter, which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father will send
in my name, he shall teach you
all things, and bring all things to

your remembrance, whatsoever I
have said unto you." (John 14:26)
True education elicits a motiva-
tion that turns away from man's
achievement to the glory of God:
"Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven." (Matthew
5:16) "Herein is my Father glori-
fied, that ye bear much fruit; so
shall ye be my disciples." (John
15:8) "Let all your behavior be
such as even pagans can recog-
nize as good, and then, whereas
they malign you as criminals
now, they will come to see for
themselves that you live good
lives, and will give glory to God
on the day when He comes to
hold assize." (1 Peter 2:12, NEB)
"Be ambitious, for the Master's
glory." Messages to Young People,
100
Therefore, the Christian seeks

an education for himself and his
children of a different order
from that of the world. The goals
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are different, the teachers are
different, the curriculum is dif-
ferent, methodology is different,
the context is different and there-
fore the product is different.
HTrue education is the incul-

cation of those ideas that will im-
press the mind and heart with the
knowledge of God the Creator
and Jesus Christ the Redeemer.
Such an education will renew the
mind and transform the charac-
ter. I! will strengthen and fortify
the mind against the deceptive
whisperings of the adversary of
souls, and enable us to under-
stand the voice of God. I! will fit
the learned to become a coworker
with Christ." Fundamentals of
Christian Education, 543

continued on 30
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within, Thus, nature perfection,
which involves removal of temp-
tation from within, will occur
only at the second coming of
Christ. We cannot experience na-
ture perfection before then.
However, if our definitions of

sin and sinIessness focus on
character, then we can discuss
meanings of perfection that are
possible, for us today. There are
at least two aspects of character
which can be described by the
word perfect, or perfection, First
is character surrender. This oc-
curs at the moment of conversion
when we surrender our live.s com-
pletely to Christ. At that moment
we are accounted perfect in
Christ. Our perfection is complete
at that time, but we're just begin-
ning the walk of Christ. We are
fully surrendered to the degree
that we understand ourselves and
God. God will accept the full sur-
render of all that we know about
ourselves at that time. Thus our
character surrender is perfect,
because God counts it perfect.
But there is another concept

that we must examine-character
maturity. If we believe that sin is
on the basis of choice, then we
must also believe that we can
choose not to sin. Character ma-
turity is simply the ripening of
the harvest in the individual life.
We are becoming mature in
Christ when we are no longer
choosing to sin against God. We

Sin in-Christ out

Christ in-sin out

choose not to rebel, and that
choice can occur at any time. If
Jesus Christ does live within us
He controls our Ii ves, and we do
not sin because Christ does not
sin. Christ does nothing that is
out of harmony with His wilL
When we sin, we are choosing

"

\" '.,,';;,

heavenly council in which He set
forth the truth about Jesus Christ
being fully God, thus showing
Lucifer's challenge to be un-
founded. (Patriarchs and Prophets,
36) After that council, approxi-
mately one third of the angels
sided with Lucifer and were cast
out of heaven. (Testimonies, vol.
3, liS) This means that a sig-
nificant number of the angels
who had listened to Lucifer and
had thought he might be right
changed their minds. Therefore,
we cannot use the term absolute
perfection to describe these an-
gels who changed their minds
about God and Lucifer. In fact,
the angels were not fulIy con-
vinced that God was right and
Satan was wrong until the crOSS.
Only then was Sa tan fulIy re-
moved from th,eir affections. (The
Desire of Ages, 758-761) Surely
then, it is fair to say that ab-
solute perfection is not a term we
can apply in discussing right-
eousness by faith, since it does
not even apply to angels, but only
to God.
The second definition of per-

fection is nature perfection. Our
sinful nature will be removed
only at the second coming of
Christ, after which there will be
no more sinful promptings from

".... ,'i'
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PERFECTION seems to be a
troublesome word these

days. What does it really mean?
'The first thing we should say is
that perfection is the end result
of righteousness by faith. It is
not the method and it is not the
foundation of righteousness by
faith. It is the conclusion of the
process of justification and sanc-
tification.
Let's analyze the word perfec-

tion. There are at least four
definitions of perfection that are
relevant here. The first is ab-
solute perfection. Sometimes it is
said that we as human beings can
never be absolutely perfect. This
is correct, for absolute per.fec-
tion-a perfection which has no
limit nor the possibility of future
failure-describes God Himself.
There is no other absolute perfec-
tion. Thus absolute perfection is
never possible for created beings,
not for human beings and not for
angels. "Angelic perfection failed
in heaven. Human perfection
failed in Eden.'l OI.Jr High Cal-
ling, 45
When Lucifer first began to

suggest that God was unjust,
nearly half of the angelic host
listened to him and thought that
he might be right. (Story of
Redemption, 18) Then God held a
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Satan's control. We are choosing
to let Satan operate in our lives.
This concept can be expressed

in a rather simple but clear way.
Christ in-sin out. Sin in-Christ
out. We cannot have Christ and
sin reigning on the throne of the
life at the same time. Christ will
not accept a divided heart. In a
mature character Christ is con-
trolling totally and therefore we
are not making rebellious choices.
We are choosing not to rebel
against God in thought, in word,
Or in action. What we are doing
here is focusing on what God can
do, not what I can't do. We can
talk for hours about the impossi-
bilities of fallen man, but why
not speak of the possibilities of
God? Why can't we talk about
what is possible?
In regard to our definitions,

the definitions that are most im-
portant for our study are those
categories over which we exercise
control. If we believe that sin is
by choice, then we will also be-
lieve that we can choose to obey.
We can choose to surrender and
we can choose to grow into ma-
turity. Because Christ provides
the power for victory, a sinless
character is possible for all sur-
rendered Christians. Thus, per-
fection, carefully defined, is a
reality. It is not an impossibility.
The new birth brings perfec-

tion in Christ, which is always
sufficient for salvation. We are
saved on the basis of that sur-
render. The problem is that we
interrupt our surrender to Christ.
The power of Christ who dwells
in us does not change, but our
surrender to Christ is not con-
stant. It is the interruptions that
can and should cease, for we
should let Christ control us to-
tally at all times. The variable
factor is the constancy of our
surrender. The power of Christ is
cOnstant, but our relationship wa-
vers at times.
By nature we will always be

sinful until Christ comes. But we
can decide to make no choices
against God's will. We can ac-
tually have a sinless character in
sinful nature. Here we see the vi-
tal importance of a correct un-
derstanding of Christ's nature. If
Christ· overcame the promptings

of His sinful nature by the Holy
Spirit's contrOl, then the same
methodology is available to us.
However, if Christ did not have
Our nature, then the methodology
is unclear. It is important to be
reminded at this point that guilt
is not imputed because of Our na-
ture, but only because of choices
made and character developed.
Jude 24 expresses a very im-

portant truth about what Christ
can do. "Now unto him that is
able to keep you from falling,
and to present you faultless

Is Christ able to
keep us from
falling?
Jude says "Yes"

before the presence of his glory
with exceeding joy." Is Christ
able to keep us from falling?
Jude says "Yes" Thus falling is
not an inevitable reality of our
lives. Christ is able to keep us
from falling. Philippians 4:13 is
another text that we must look at
seriously. "I can do all things
through Christ which streng-
theneth me." Are all things pos-
sible through Jesus Christ? Is it
really true that victory over sin
is possible?
2 Peter 2:9 says, "The Lord

knoweth how to deliver the godly
out of temptations." Then it is
not necessary for us to yield to
temptation, because He can de-
liver us from temptation. We can
not deliver ourselves from temp-
tation, but God can. He will pro-
vide a way of escape if we're
willing. 1 Corinthians 10:13 adds,
"There hath no temptation taken
you but such as is common to
man: but God is faithful, who
will with the temptation also
make a way of escape, that ye
may be able to bear it." God has
promised that He will not let any
temptation come to us that is too
strong for us, which would make

our fall inevitable. This promise
means that a way of escape is
available for every temptation.
There is not one temptation
which comes to us that makes sin
inevitable. God has promised that
if we will trust in Him, He will
show us the way out of every
temptation.
1 Peter 2:21, 22 says, "For even

hereunto were ye called: because
Christ also suffered for us, leav-
ing us an example, that ye should
follow his steps: who did no sin,
neither was guile found in his
mouth." We know that Christ
lived a life without sin, but some-
times we don't want to recognize
the fact that He is also our Ex-
ample, asking us to follow in His
steps. Of course, this assumes that
Christ was born the way we are
born, feeling Our tempta tions,
and experiencing our desires. If
all that was true for Him, and He
did not sin, then He can be an
example for us.
We find a magnificent state-

ment in Revelation 3:21. "To him
that overcometh will I grant to
sit with me in my throne, even as
I also overcame, and am set down
with my Father in his throne."
The model of o:vercoming is Jesus
Christ, and we are to overcome
even as He overcame. Certainly
we must depend on His strength
and power, but it remains true
that we will overcome as He
overcame.

Sometimes we
don 't want to
recognize that He
is our Example

Another classic statement is
found in 2 Corinthians 10:5:
"Casting down imaginations, and
every high thing that exalteth it-
self against the knowledge of
God, and bringing into captivity
every thought to the obedience of
Christ." God's ideal for us is that

continued on 22
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Are
Where

I N MY early morning study
recently, the Lord directed

me to Volume 8 of the Testimo-
nies. Reading pages 41-78, I was
overwhelmed as I realized how
we have tragically neglected to
follow God's counsel to us. God,
Jesus, the Holy Spirit and all the
angels of heaven grieve over OUT

neglect and almost total disregard
for the Testimonies to the church.
Sister White tells us that to dis-
regard them is to reject them.
"It is not alone those who

openly reject the Testimonies, or
who cherish doubt concerning
them, that are on dangerous
ground. To disregard light is to
reject it." Testimonies, vol. 5, 680
While we hold up Ellen White

as Our prophet, we reject her mes-
sages from God for the church in
this crisis hour.
Have we not depended on our

own wisdom to guide the local
church boards, the conference,
union, and General Conference
committees? Does God lead men
and women in committees and
church boards to violate His ex-
plicit counsels? Yet we are forced
to admit that we are not follow-

who are slaves to appetite will
fail in perfecting Christian char-
acter. The continual transgression
of man for six thousand years
has brough t sickness, pain, and
death as its fruits. And as we
near the close of time, Satan's
temptation to indulge appetite
will be more powerful and more
difficult to overcome." Testimo-
nies, vol. 3, 491, 492
"As we near the close of time,

we might rise higher and still
higher upon the question of
health reform and Christian tem-
perance, presenting it in a more
positive and decided manner."
Ibid., vol. 6, 112
"One of the highest attain-

ments in the Christian life is to
control appetite, and ... without
this victory all hope of heaven is
vain." Christian Temperance and
Bible Hygiene, 206
"The gospel of health has able

advocates, but their work has
been made very hard because so
many ministers, presidents of
conferences, and others in posi-
tions of influence have failed to
give the question of health re-
form its proper attention." Testi-
monies, vol. 6, 327
"Those who digress occasion-

ally to gratify the taste in eating
a fattened turkey or other flesh
meats, pervert their appetites....
They are controlled by taste, not
by principle. ... The lack of sta-
bility in regard to the principles
of health reform, is a true index
of their character 'and spiritual
strength." Ibid., vol. 2, 487
When we as a people begin to

realize the importance of what
goes into our refrigeratOrs, onto
our tables and into our stomaChS,
we will have a closer walk with
Jesus. The reason the Church is
too torpid and paralyzed to carry
out the Gospel Commission is that
we refuse to accept the counsel of
God through the spirit of proph-
ecy. Let us remember we cannot
eat OUr way into heaven, but we
can surely eat our way out. "The
lack of stability in regard to the
principles of health reform is a
true index of their character and
their spiritual strength. They are
deficien t in thoroughness in their
Christian experience. Conscience

Television has
become the God of
Ekron to many
Seventh-day
Adventists

ing His counsels in health reform,
dress, and almost everything else.
Our churches are being filled
with a constituency who eat and
dress like the world and are en-
amored with the world's amuse-
ments. l'elevision has become the
god of Ekron to many Seventh-
day Adventists.
Let us look at these words of

inspiration: HThe controlling
power of appetite will prove the
ruin of thousands, when, if they

had conquered on this point, they
would have had moral power to
gain the victory over every other
temptation of Satan. But those

-

Ron Spear
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Standard
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is not regarded." Ibid.; see vol. 6,
369-379
When we violate health prin-

ciples the conscience becomes
seared and compromise with sin
becomes a way of life. It will not
be the big sins that bar the gates
of the eternal city from the ma-
jority of Seventh-day Adventists,
but the lack of desire to live the
truth in every detail. See Testi-
monies, vol. 5, 136; vol. 8, 41; Tes-
timonies to Ministers, 506-508

Would that every
minister might
show the courage
that Elijah showed!

Let us examine another area
that is bringing much concern to
the faithful and loyal Seventh-
day Adventists on Sabbath morn-
ings. In some churches we see
make-up, jewelry of all descrip-
tion, from earrings and pierced
ears on the young to necklaces
and rings. The wedding ring is
now fashionable. In many places
people are told to take it off at
the baptismal font, but they put
it back on when the service is
over. In past history as the
church went into apostasy, which
was most of the time, the people
began to put on the ornaments of
the heathen, and when they re-
pented and were again converted,
God required that their worldly
jewelry be stripped off as a sign
of their conversion. Listen to God
speak to us in this crisis hour:
HWhose adorning let it not be

that outward adorning of plaiting
the hair, and of wearing gold, or
of putting on of apparel; But let
it be the hidden man of the
heart, in that which is not cor-
ruptible, even the ornament of a
meek and quiet spirit, which is in
the sight of God of great price."
I Peter 3: 3, 4
HObedience to fashion is

vading our Seventh-day Adven-
tist churches, and is doing mOre
than any other power to separate
our people from God. I have been
shown that our church rules are
very deficient. All exhibitions of
pride in dress, which is forbidden
in the Word of God, should be
sufficient reason for church dis-
cipline." Testimonies, vol. 4, 647
"Souls are going to ruin

cause of their love of dress and
display. The life of nine tenths of
those who are devotees of fashion
is a living lie.... Nobility of
soul, gentleness, generosi ty are
bartered away to gratify the lust
after evil things.... the changing
fashions of the world should caB
forth an army of reformers."
Messages to Young People, 359
It is a sad fact that even many

who officiate, and many others
who sit in the pews on Sabbath
morning, are wearing jewelry and
dressed like the world.
"Would that every minister

might realize the sacredness of
his office and the holiness of his
work, and show the courage that
Elijah showed! ... God caBs for
men like Elijah, Nathan, and
John the Baptist-men who will
bear His message with faithful-
ness, regardless of the conse-
quences; men who wiB speak the
truth bravely though it caB for
the sacrifice of all they have."
Prophets and Kings, 142
WiB our local churches, pas-

tors, and conference leaders now
take a stand against the worldli-
ness that is pervading almost
every assembly of believers?
How much longer can we dis-

regard the orders of God without
receiving the retribution of God's
judgments? The ancien t church
was not exempt. The history of
Jerusalem and of Battle Creek
was written for our admonition.
Their history will be repeated in
our day if we continue to
gard God's orders. Destruction
will come if we do not seek
revival and reformation with all
our hearts. See Christ's Object
Lessons, 304, 305; The Desire of
Ages, 36, 61 I, 612; Selected Mes-
sages, Book I, 122-128, 406; Testi-
monies, vol. 5, 70-82; vol. 8,67, 68
Only those who weep and cry

between the porch and the altar
for the sins of the church will go
through those pearly gates of the
New Jerusalem.
"Who are standing in the

counsel of God at this time? Is
it those who virtually excuse
wrongs among the professed
people of God and who murmur
in their hearts, if not openly,
against those who would reprove
sin? Is it those who take their
stand against them and sympa-
thize with those who commit
wrong? No, indeed! Unless they
repent and leave the work of Sa-
tan in oppressing those who have
the burden of the work and in
holding up the hands of sinners
in Zion, they will never receive
the mark of God's sealing ap-
proval. They will fall in the gen-
eral destruction of the wicked,
represented by the work of the
five men bearing slaughter weap-
ons. Mark this point with care:
Those who receive the pure mark
of truth, wrought in them by the
power of the Holy Ghost, repre-
sented by a mark by the man in
linen, are those sigh and
that cry for all the abominations
that be done' in the church. Their
love for purity and honor and
glory of God is such, and they
have so clear a view of the
ceeding sinfulness of sin, that
they are represented as being in

Those who
overcome, be the
price what it may,
will receive the
latter rain

agony, even sighing and crying.
Read the ninth chapter of Eze-
kieL" Testimonies, vol. 3, 267
"The class who do not feel

grieved over their own spiritual
declen,sion. nor mourn over the
sins of others, will be left with-
out the seal of God." Ibid., vol. 5,
211
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"If any will not be purified
through obeying the truth, and
overcome their selfishness, their
pride, and evil passions, the an-
gels of God have the charge:
'They are joined to their idols, let
them alone,' and they pass on to
their work, leaving these with
their sinful traits unsubdued, to
the control of evil angels. Those
who come up to every point, and
stand every test, and overcome,
be the price what it may, have
heeded the counsel of the True
Witness, and they will receive the
latter rain, and thus be fitted for
translation." Ibid., vol. 1, 187
Does the rejection of the testi-

mony given by the true witness,
Jesus Himself, have relationship
to the judgment of the living?
The sealing angel will never
place the seal of God upon any
man, woman or child who is prac-
ticing known sin or neglecting
known duty. See The Faith I Live
By, 114; Selected Messages, Book
I, 366
"These sighing, crying ones,

had been holding forth the words
of life; they had reproved, coun-
seled, and entreated. Some who
had been dishonoring God re-
pented and humbled their hearts
before Him. But the glory of the
Lord had departed from Israel;
although many still continued the
forms of religion. His power and

The watchmen are
responsible for the
condition of the
people

presence were lacking." Testimo-
nies, vol. 5, 210
Who is r.esponsible for this de-

plorable condition that is running
rampant through almost ev·ery
church? Let us all remember that
God will never speak through a
man or a committee which makes
policies or rules violating the
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counsel and orders of God in the
spirit of prophecy.
"So men who should be stand-

ing as faithful guardians of
God's law have argued, till policy
has taken the place of faithful-
ness, and sin is allowed to go un-
reproved. When will the voice of
faithfu'! rebuke be heard once
more in the church?" Prophets
and Kings, 141
"Today there is need of the

voice of stern rebuke; for griev-
ous sins have separa ted the peo-
ple from God. Infidelity is fast
becoming fashionable. 'We will
not have this man to reign over
us,' is the language of thousands.
(Luke 19:14) The smooth sermons
so often preached make no last-
ing impression; the trumpet does
not give a certain sound. Men are
not cut to the heart by the plain,
sharp truths of God's Word."
Ibid., 140
Careful examination of these

inspired statements leads us to
ask, Will God be forced to raise
up new leaders, pastors, and laity
who will obey His counsels? See
Isaiah 9:16; Counsels on Health,
395; The Great Controversy, 44, 45,
606-609; Prophets and Kings, 140-
142; Testimonies, vol. 2, 440-445;
vol. 3, 260-269; vol. 5, 70-82, 94,
160,208-217,234,235; vol. 8, 250-
251; vol. 9, 96; Testimonies to Min-
isters, 362
BThe watchmen are respon-

sible for the condition of the
people. While you open the door
to pride, envy, doubt, and other
sins, there will be strife, hatred,
and every evil work. Jesus, the
meek and lowly One, asks an en-
trance as your guest; but you are
afraid to bid Him enter. He has
spoken to us in both the Old and
the New Testament; He is speak-
ing to us still by His Spirit and
His providences. His instructions
are designed to make men true to
God and true to themselves." Tes-
timonies, vol. 5, 235
"Christ longs to work mightily

by His Spirit for the conviction
and conversion of sinners. But,
according to His divine plan, the
work must be performed through
the instrumentality of His
church; and her members have so
far departed from Him that He

cannot accomplish His will
through them. He chooses to work
by means, yet the means em-
ployed must be in harmony with
His character." Ibid., 189
God's remnant church, Sev-

enth-day Adventists, will go
through to the end, but their
number will soon be purified,
and only those who are living up
to every detail of truth by the
power of the Holy Spirit will be
used of God to finish the work.

His instructions are
designed to make
men true to God
and true to
themselves

Then let the character of Enoch
be ours now as we face the clos-
ing moments of our church his-
tory.

'"'"By faith Enoch 'was
lated that he should not see
death; ... for before his transla-
tion he had this testimony, that
he pleased God.' Hebrews 11:5. In
the midst of a world by its iniq-
ui ty doomed to destruction,
Enoch lived a life of such close
communion with God that he was
not permitted to fall under the
power of death. The godly char-
acter of this prophet represents
the state of holiness which must
be attained by those who shall be
'"redeemed from the earth'
lation 14:3) at the time of Christ's
second advent." Patriarchs and
Prophets, 88, 89
May God help His leaders, pas-

tors and laity to reach this great
standard of righteousness now
that God's power may come, the
longed-for latter rain may fall
upon His remnant church, and
the work soon be finished, so that
Jesus may come. I!



Ellen G. White

I

rejected. The barriers are broken down,
and the soul weak, and for want of moral
force to overcome, is polluted and
debased. They are binding themselves in
bundles as fagots, ready to be consumed
at the last day.
The Jewish priests were required to be

in person all that was symmetrical and
well proportioned, that they might reflect
a great truth. "Be ye clean that bear the
vessels of the Lord." [Isaiah 52:11] The
Lord required not only a well-
proportioned mind and symmetrical body
of the Jews' ministry in holy office, but
He required also pure and uncorrupted
minds. And He requires no less of us, in
this dispensation, in the ministry of the
gospel. His called and chosen are to show
forth the praises of Him who hath called
them out of darkness into His marvelous
light. The same Bible that contains the
privileges of God's people, and His
promises to them, contains also the sacred
duties and the solemn obligations He requires
of the shepherd who has charge of the flock of
God, so tha t the people can see by comparing the
living preacher with the divine picture whether he
has credentials from Heaven in likeness of charac-
ter to Him who is the Chief Shepherd. God designs
that the teacher of the Bible should in his character
and home life be a specimen of the principles of the
truth which he is teaching to his fellowmen.
What a man is has a greater influence than what

he says. The quiet, consistent, godly life is a living
epistle, known and read of all men. A man may speak
and write like an angel, but his practices may
resemble those of a fallen fiend. God will have the
believers of the truth zealous to maintain good
works. As they occupy high positions, they will be
tested by a higher standard. They will be sifted;
defects and vices will be searched out; for if such
ist, they will be developed in words and deportment.
True character is not something shaped from with-
out, or put on, but it is something radiating from
within. If true goodness, purity, meekness, lowliness,
and equity are dwelling in the heart, that fact will
be reflected in the character; and such a character is
full of power.
The officers who were sent to take Jesus reported

that never man spake like this Man. But the reason of
this was, that never man lived like this Man; for If
He had not so lived, He could not so have spoken. His
words bore with them a convincing power, because
they came from a heart pure, holy, burdened with
love and sympathy, beneficence and truth. How
rejoiced are those who hate God's law, to find spot
and stain of character in one who stands in defense
of that law! They are only too glad to cast a reproach
upon all the loyal and true, because of the faults and
impure practices of a few. There is eloquence in the
quiet and consistent life of a pure, true, unadul-
terated Christian. We shall have temptations as long
as we are in this world. But instead of injuring us

SinThe
of

Licentiousness

"FOR THIS is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, saith the

Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write
them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and
they shall be to me a people" [Hebrews 8:10]
When the law of God is written in the heart it will

be exhibited in a pure and holy life. The command-
ments of God are no dead letter. They are spirit and
life, bringing the imaginations and even the thoughts
into subjection to the will of Christ. The heart in
which they are written will be kept with all dili-
gence; for out of it are the issues of life. All who
love Jesus and keep the commandments will seek to
avoid the very appearance of evil; not because they
are constrained thus to do, but because they are
copying a pure model, and feel averse to everything
contrary to the law written in their hearts. They will
not feel self-sufficient, but their trust will be in
God, who alone is able to keep them from sin and
impurity. The atmosphere surrounding them is pure;
they will not corrupt their own souls or the souls of
others. It is their pleasure to deal justly, to love
mercy, and to walk humbly before God.
The danger that lies before those living in these

last days, is the absence of pure religion, the absence
of heart holiness. The converting power of God has
not wrought in transforming their characters. They
profess to believe sacred truths as did the Jewish
nation; but in their failing to practice the truth, they
are ignorant both of the Scriptures and the power of
God. The power and influence of God's law are
around about, but not within the soul, renewing it in
true holiness. Therefore the Lord sends His appeals
to them to urge upon them the practice of what is
right. The appeals of His Spirit arc neglected and
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people who
the

of God
now in which to work, and he will work with tre-
mendous power to ensnare the people of God upon
their weak points of character. There will be women
who will become tempters, and who will do their best
to attract, and win the attention of men to them-
selves. First, they will seek to win their sympathy,
next their affection, and then to induce them to
break God's holy law. Those who have dishonored
their minds and affections by placing them where
God's Word forbids, will not scruple to dishonor God
by various species of idolatry. God will leave them to
their vile affections. It is necessary to guard the
thoughts; to fence the soul about with the injunctions
of God's Word; and to be very careful in every
thought, word, and action not to be betrayed into sin.
H is necessary to guard against the cultivation of the
indulgence of the lower passions. This is not the fruit
of sanctified thoughts or hearts.
It is now the duty of God's commandment-keeping

people to watch and pray, to search the Scriptures
diligently, to hide the Word of God in the heart, lest
they sin against Him in idolatrous thoughts and
debasing practices, and thus the church of God be-
come demoralized like the fallen churches whom
prophecy represents as being filled with every un-
clean and hateful bird. With the Hebrews, God's
judgment fell upon them at once. A plague im-
mediately broke out. The anger of the LOrd was
kindled against Israel, and the plague visited those
who were most guilty. But "'the wages of sin is
death," [Romans 6:23] and for their hidden licentious
indulgences God poured upon them His wrath. "If

his hellish powers and his agencies at work, and
overthrows them upon the weak points in their char-
acter, knowing that he who offends on one point is
guilty of all, thus obtaining complete mastery over
the entire man. :rvIind, soul, body, and conscience are
involved in the ruin. If he be a messenger of right-
eousness, and has had great light, or if the Lord has
used him as his special worker in the cause of truth,
then how great is the triumph of Satan! How he
exults! How God is dishonored!
The licentious practice of the Hebrews accom-

plished for them that which all the warfare of na-
tions and the enchantments of Baalam could not do.
They became separated from their God. Their cover-
ing and protection were removed from them. God
turned to be their enemy. So many of the princes and
people were guilty of licentiousness, that it became a
national sin; for God was wroth with the whole
gregation. The very same Satan is now working to the
very same end, to weaken and destroy the people who
claim to be keeping the commandments of God, as
they are just on the borders of the heavenly Canaan.
Satan knows it is his time. He has hut little time left

same Satan is
to the very
weaken and destroy the

claim to be keeping
commandments

The very
now working
same end, to

they will only be turned to our advantage, if resisted.
The bounds are placed where Satan cannot pass. He
may prepare the furnace that consumes the dross, but
instead of injury, it can only bring forth the gold of
the character, purer, upon higher vantage ground
than before the trial.
The crime that brought the judgments of God

upon Israel was that of licentiousness. The forward-
ness of women to entrap souls did not end at Baal-
peor. Notwithstanding the punishment that followed
the sinners in Israel, the same crime was rep,eated
many times. Satan was most active in seeking to make
Israel's overthrow complete. Balak by the advice of
Baalam laid the snare. Israel would have bravely met
their enemies in battle, and resisted them, and come
off conquerors; but when women invited their atten-
tion and sought their company and beguiled them by
their charms, they did not resist temptations. They
were invited to idolatrous feasts, and their indul-
gence in wine further beclouded their dazed minds.

The power of self-control, their allegiance to God's
law, was not preserved. Their senses were so be-
clouded with wine, and their unholy passions had
such full sway, overpowering every barrier, that they
invited temptation even to the attending of these
idolatrous feasts. Those who had never flinched in
battle, who were brave men, did not barricade their
souls to resist temptation to indulge their basest pas-
sions. Idolatry and licentiousness went together. They
first defiled their conscience by lewdness, and then
departed from God still farther by idolatry, thus
showing contempt for the God of Israel.
Near the close of this earth's history Satan will

work with all his powers in the same manner and
with the same temptations wherewith he tempted an-
cient Israel just before their entering the land of
promise. He will lay snares for those who claim to
keep the commandments of God, and who are almost
on the borders of the heavenly Canaan. He will use
his powers to their utmost in order to entrap souls,
and to take God's professed people upon their weak-
est points. Those who have not brought the lower
passions into subjection to the higher powers of their
being, those who have allowed their minds to flow in
a channel of carnal indulgence of the baser passions,
Satan is determined to destroy with his temptations-
to pollute their souls with licentiousness. He is not
aiming especially at the lower and less important
marks, but he makes use of his snares through those
whom he can enlist as his agents to allure or attract
men to take liberties which are condemned in the law
of God. And men in responsible positions, teaching
the claims of God's law, whose mouths are filled
with arguments in vindication of His law, against
which Satan has made such a raid-over such he sets
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any man defile the temple of God, him shall God
destroy." [I Corinthians 3:17] The ringleaders in this
demoralizing work, which was so debasing, so cor-
rupting to Israel, so insulting to God, were ordered to
be put to death by the hand of public justice, which
was the only way to turn the wrath of God from the
congregation of Israel. The command came from the
Lord, to take the heads of the people who went out
of the camp to associate with Moab, and hang them
up before the sun as sacrifices to God's justice, and
as a terror to the rest of the people. The command
was executed. They were first slain, then their bodies
were hung up in sight of all Israel for a terror to the
congregation of Israel, that they seeing their leaders
and their princes so severely punished for their
licentiousness and idolatry, without regard to wealth,
or station, or what they had been, might have a deep
sense Qf the abhorrence of God for sin, and a terror
of God's wrath against them. And the men who have
great light, and to whom one would look for an ex-
ample, are in the sight of God very great sinners, if
they transgress His law Or deliberately lower the
standard of His law to minister unto lust.
Never was vice more bold, stubborn, or daring

than it was in Zimri, a prince of the chief house in
the tribe of Simeon. Such an exhibition of effrontery
toward God was almost too great for belief. He pub-
licly appeared before the people leading a Midian-
itish harlot, one of high standing, a daughter of a
chief house in Midian, in the sight of Moses and the
congregation. He thus showed open conteropt of God.
He gloried in his shame; for wine had perverted his
senses. He openly declared his sin as that of Sodom.
The position he had occupied had been one of influ-
ence. Moses and the people who had taken no part in

this great departure from God's law, Were weeping
and lamenting at the door of the tabernacle for the
sins of the people, and the plague that had begun.
But amid all this demonstration of sorrow, this
prince defied the judges to molest him if they dared.
The priests were weeping between the porch and the
altar, crying, "Spare thy people, 0 Lord, and give not
thine heritage to reproach." [Joel 2:17] Phinehas, the
son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it,
and rose up from among the congregation, and took a
javelin, and went after the man of Israel into the
tent, and killed them both. This stayed the plague.
With this history before the peculiar people of

God in these last days, there is no excuse for anyone
who will follow the example of ancient Israel in sin.
But Satan will work in this special temptation to
make void the law of God, and make light of God's
special injunctions and warnings. The point to be
marked is that Moses' prayers were not heard, neither
his weeping nor the SOrrOW and prayers of those who
had maintained their integrity, until justice was ex-
ecuted upon that demoralized, God-defying prince.
God says of Phinehas, He "hath turned away my
wrath from the children of IsraeL" [Numbers 25:11]
It was the greatest mercy that Phinehas could do to
Israel, to deal promptly and decidedly with the
guilty, and thus be instrumental in turning the wrath
of God from the congregation of Israel. Something
besides prayers and tears are needed in a time when
reproach and peril are hanging over God's people.-
The wicked works must be brought to an end. The
very work of justice done by-·Phinehas was an atone-
ment for IsraeL

Review and Herald, May 17, 1887

A Duty of the Church

The people of God must see their wrongs and arouse
to zealous repentance and a putting away of those
sins which have brought them into such a deplorable
condition of poverty, blindness, wretchedness, and
fearful deception. I was shown that the pointed
testimony must live in the church. This alone will
answer to the message to the Laodiceans. Wrongs
must be reproved, sin must be called sin, and
iniquity must be met promptly and decidedly, and put
away from us as a people. Testimonies, vol. 3, 260

I have been shown that God here [in His instruction
to Joshua concerning the wrongdoing of Achan]
illustrates how He regards sin among those who
profess to be His commandment-keeping people.
Those whom He has specially honored with
witnessing the remarkable exhibitions of His power,
as did ancient Israel, and who will even then venture
to disregard His express directions, will be subjects

of His wrath. He would teach His people that
disobedience and sin are ellceedingly offensive to Him
and are not to be lightly regarded. He shows us that
when His people are found in sin they should at once
take decided measures to put that sin from them,
that His frown may not rest upon them all. But if
the sins of the people are pa ssed over by those in
responsible positions, His frown will be upon them,
and the people of God, as a body, will be held
responsible for those sins. In His dealings with His
people in the past the Lord shows the necessity of
purifying the church from wrongs. One sinner may
diffuse darkness that will exclude the light of God
from the entire congregation. When the people realize
that darkness is settling upon them, and they do not
know the cause, they should seek God earnestly, in
great humility and self-abasement, until the wrongs
which grieve His Spirit are searched out and put
away. Testimonies, vol. 3, 265
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Perfection, from 15
we bring every thought into cap-
tivity so that He controls all of
our thoughts and all OUr atti-
tudes. Galations 5:16 adds, "This
I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and
ye shall not fulfill the lust of the
flesh." If the Holy Spirit is con-
trolling, we will not succumb to

The purpose of
character perfection
is not so that we
can be saved

the desires of Olir natures. We
need not fall and fail constantly,
over and over again. The promise
of Scripture is that we can over-
come, and that we can gain con-
tinual victories in the battle
against the flesh.
As we might expect, Ellen

White also speaks clearly and
powerfully on the subject of
growth to maturity: "The very
image of God is to be reproduced
in humanity. The honor of God,
the honor of Christ, is involved
in the perfection of the character
of His people." (The Desire of
Ages, 671) We now have come to
an extremely important principle
in our consideration of the
ject of perfection. Why is perfec-
tion important? What does it
prove?
"The honor of Christ must

stand complete in the perfection
of the character of His chosen
people." Signs of the Times,
November 25, 1897
"If there was ever a people in

need of constantly increasing
light from heaven, it is the
people that, in this time of peril,
God has called to be the deposi-
taries of His holy law and to vin-
dicate His character before the
world." Testimonies, vol. 5, 746
"How is the world to be en-

lightened, save by the lives of
Christ's followers? . . . God's
people are to reflect to the world
the bright rays of His glory....
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God has plainly stated that He
expects us to be perfect, and be-
cause He expects this, He has
made provision for us to be par-
takers of the divine nature."
Review and Herald, January 28,
1904
The purpose of character per-

fection is not so that we can be
saved. Salvation has already been
accomplished by character sur-
render at the time of justifica-
tion. Perfection has to do with
the credibility of God's word.
God has said that His law is rea-
sonable and can be obeyed. Satan
has challenged this claim, and the
final decision has not been ren-
dered. God's remnant people will
have a role to play in the vindi-
cation of the credibility of God's
word. In fact, God will vindicate
His own name by providing His
people with the divine power
necessary to obey His law per-
fectly. Thus the perfect character
developed by God's people is cru-
cially important to the final
resolution of the great contro-
versy between Christ and Satan.
The question many seem to be

asking today is, Has anyone ever

So has anyone
achieved this type
of perfection of
character?

achieved this perfection of char-
acter? Who among us is perfect?
Ellen White responds, "The godly
character of this prophet [Enoch]
represents the state of holiness
which must be attained by those
who shall be 'redeemed from the
earth' at the time of Christ's sec-
ond advent." (Patriarchs and
Prophets, 88, 89) She describes
Enoch as finding it necessary to
live in a time when moral pollu-
tion was teeming all around him,
but his mind was upon God and
heavenly things. His face was
lighted up with the light that

shines in the face of Jesus. The
atmosphere he breathed was
tainted with sin and corruption,
yet he lived a life of holiness and
was unsullied with the prevailing
sins of the age. See Testimonies,
vol. 2, 122
Apparently Enoch chose not to

sin. He chose to put his life in
harmony with Christ's life at a
time when things were as bad as
they have ever been in this
world's history.
"Some few in every generation

from Adam resisted his every ar w

tifice and stood forth as noble
representatives of what it was in
the power of man to do and to
be.... Enoch and Elijah are the
correct representatives of what
the race might be through faith
in Jesus Christ if they chose to
be. Satan was greatly disturbed
because these noble, holy men
stood untainted amid the moral
pollution surrounding them, per-
fected righteous characters, and
were accounted worthy for trans-
lation to heaven. As they had
stood forth in moral power in
noble uprightness, overcoming Sa-
tan's temptations, he could not
bring them under the dominion
of death. He triumphed that he
had power to overcome Moses
with his temptations, and that he
could mar his illustrious
ter and lead him to the sin of
taking glory to himself before the
people which belonged to God."
Review and Herald, March 3, 1874
Apparently there was some-

thing special about the characters
developed by Enoch and Elijah
before their translation. They
did, in fact, choose to resist sin
by the power of God. Then we
find this beautiful statement,
HAnd there are Enochs in this
our day." (Christ's Object Lessons,
332) So has anyone achieved this
type of perfection of character?
The answer seems obvious.
If we really believe that there

is a close of probation and that
God is demonstrating something
special after that time, then it
seems that 'we must believe also
in full character maturity, which
means living without yielding to
sinful desires. After the close of
probation, will be no
Priest in the sanctuary to offer
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their sacrifices, their confessions,
and their prayers before the
Father's throne." Early Writings,
48
"I also saw that many do not

realize what they must be in or-
der to live in the sight of the
Lord without a high priest in the

We can be perfect
Christians if we
will manifest this
power in our lives

sanctuary through the time of
trouble. Those who receive the
seal of the living God and are
protected in the time of trouble
must reflect the image of Jesus
fully.... There will be no time
then to do it and no Mediator to
plead their cause before the
Father." Ibid., 71
"Those who are Iiving upon

the earth when the intercession
of' Christ shall cease in the
sanctuary above are to stand in
the sight of a holy God without a
mediator. Their robes must be
spotless, their characters must be
purified from sin by the blood of
sprinkling. Through the grace of
God and their own diligent effort
they must be conquerors in the
battle with evil." The Great Con-
troversy, 425
There will be a difference in

heaven after the close of proba-
tion, in that there will be no
priestly ministry by Jesus. There
will be no Intercessor, no Media-
tor, pleading the cause of sinners
before the Father. Now this does
not imply that the enabling
power of Jesus dwelling wi thin
His people on earth will be re-
moved. But the priestly ministry
of forgiveness comes to an end at
the close of probation. "In that
fearful time the righteous must
live in the sight of a holy G6d
without an intercessor." (The
Great Controversy, 614) "After the
close of Jesus' mediation, the

saints were living in the sight of
a holy God without an interces-
sor." Story of Redemption, 403
The ending of Christ's work of

intercession means that there will
be no more forgiveness of sins af-
ter the close of probation. If the
ministry of forgiving sins will
have ceased, then it seems imper-
ative that there be no sinning on
the part of those who are sealed
to God after the close of proba-
tion. We can only be forgiven if
Jesus is interceding for us and
f orgiving our sins.
I believe that the primary

reason for a short delay before
Christ's coming during which
there is no Mediator is to drama-
tize before the watching universe
the reality of God's complete
power over sin in the lives of
those whose wills are totally and
forever united to His own. The
very people who formerly be-
trayed their sacred trust by
agreeing with Satan that it was
impossible to obey God's law will
finally demonstrate that there
really is no excuse for sin. The
close of probation will play an
important part in the final dem-
onstration that God is making be-
rore His universe; that, indeed, it
is possible for fallen man to obey
God's law, which is righteous and
good and holy.
If we take seriously the bibli-

cal admoni tions to overcome, the
reality of the close of probation,
and the challenge of the 144,000,
then we must also take seriously
the truth of living without sin-
ning. However, we must remem-

ber when we are discussing per-
fection, we are talking about the
goal-the end result. Our focus
needs to be on justification and
sanctification, because this is the
method of receiving salvation.
Jesus forgives us of OUr sins. He
comes into our lives with power
and victory. As the runner fo-
cuses on the next few yards while
remembering the tape that is at
the end of the race, so the Chris-
tian focuses on His relationship
with Christ today while remem-
bering that there is a goal at the
end of the race.
Can we accept this challenge?

"Christ took humanity and bore
the world's hatred that He migh t
show men and women that they
could live without sin, that their
words, actions, and spirit, might
be sanctified to God. We can be
perfect Christians if we will
manifest this power in our lives."
(Upward Look, 303, emphasis sup-
plied) God has promised that He
can give victory over all sin. Be-
cause of this promise, biblical
perfection should never be a dis-
couraging topic, but the most
glorious prospect ever set before
God's people. God, in fact, is able
to keep us from falling. I!!l

Dr. Dennis Priebe is now the reviv-
alist jor Amazing Facts, Inc. and is
taking speaking appointments
across North America. He can be
reached at this address:

14069 S. Lincoln Way
Galt, CA 95632
(209) 745-9268
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Ellen G. White

When
Thou
Thine

Doest
Alms

"TAKE HEED that ye do not
your alms before men, to be

seen of them: otherwise ye have
no reward of your Father which
is in heaven. Therefore when
thou doest thine alms, do not
sound a trumpet before thee, as
the hypocrites do in the syna-
gogues and in the streets, that
they may have glory of men.
Verily I say unto you, They have
their reward. But when thou
doest alms, let not thy left hand
know what thy right hand doeth:
that thine alms may be in secret:
and thy Father which seeth in
secret himself shall reward thee
openly." [Matthew 6:1-4]
It was the custom of the Jews

to do their deeds of charity in a
conspicuous manner. They per-
formed their almsgiving in pub-
lic; and before doing this, often a
proclamation was made, herald-
ing their generpsity. Thus many
gave large sums of money. in, or-
der to have their names extolled
by men, and that they might be
thought liberal and righteous.
When Christ gave His instruc-

tion in regard to almsgiving,
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there was in the crowd a pitiable
object soliciting charity. One of
the Pharisees, with great display,
gave a small sum to the applicant,
a t the same time commending his
own benevolence. The people
looked on with admiration, and
praised the apparently liberal act.
But this man's character was not
merciful. He did not pity the suf-
fering and the needy. He had no

If they had no
higher motive,
they would have
no higher reward

experience in deeds of love. His
object in giving was merely to rid
himself of a troublesome appli-
cant, and to call attention to his
own benevolence.

Jesus read the motive of the
giver. He saw that his act was al-
together for the occasion, and
this furnished a lesson for the
heavenly Teacher. Christ laid
bare the motives of the hypocrite.
He showed that this act was a
counterfeit of benevolence, and
would weigh against the doer in
the day of God. Turning to His
disciples, He cautioned them
against giving merely for the
honor and praise they might thus
receive. The motive was wrong. If
they had no higher motive than
this, they would have no higher
reward. He showed that those
who bestow their gifts that they
may receive the praise of men,
will have no reward in heaven.
They have their reward in world-
ly honor and applause. They give
that they rnay obtain this, and
this is all they receive.
Frequently the gifts bestowed

on the poor only confirm them in
indolent, reckless pauperism.
Money is given, but not instruc-
tion. We do not bring ourselves to
the task of employing and teach-
ing the poor and ignorant, thus



helping them to help themselves.
Such aid is often the most useful
that can be given.
Let us not disdain to touch the

appllcant. When Christ healed the
siCK, He laid His hands upon
them; and we must come near to
those whOm we wish to help. Let
us realize that, as Christ'sl we
have nothing of our own. Every-
thing that we have has come
from God. Let us therefore im-
part judiciously to those less
favored.

Their attention
was diverted by
the loud VOIce of

prayer

From their abundance the
great men of the world often give
large sums of money to colleges
and societies, that their names
may be extolled; while close to
their stately mansions the widow
and the fatherless are destitute of
food and clothing. Christ teaches
that Our gifts should be made
quietly and unobtrusively, from a
heart of pitying tenderness for
the unfortunate and the suffer-
ing. We should give kindly words
with our gifts. Hearts are drawn
together by words of kindly sym-
pathy and genuine sorrow for the
sufferer. There was no virtue in
the gift of the Pharisee. Through
it no blessing came to the heart
of the receiver. He had given be-
cause he desired to be praised for
his benevolence.
Self-sacrifice is an essential

element of true Christian charac-
ter. In His life on earth, Jesus has
given His followers an example
of this. It was love for the souls
of men that brought Christ from
a world of purity; and He
reached to the very depths of
wretchedness and woe, in ,order
that He might help the suffering

and the perishing. And the ser-
vant of Christ must follow in the
footsteps of his Master if he
would reach to the perfection of
this wonderful, glorious Pattern.
While Jesus was giving this in-

struction, the attention of the
people was diverted by the loud
voice of prayer. The Pharisee had
been reproved by the close, prac-
tical teachings of Christ. He felt
angry that his sins had been
made so apparent, although no
word had been directly addressed
to him. Feeling condemned before
the people, he made an effort to
hide the deformity of his charac-
ter under a pretense of piety and
devotion.
"And when thou prayest," Je-

sus continued, "thou shalt not be
as the hypocrites are: for they
love to pray standing in the syna-
gogues and in the corners of the
streets, that they may be seen of
men. VerilY I say unto you, They
have their reward." [Matthew 6:5J
There is an expressed

ity, an external appearance,
which is born of pride and self-
exaltation. Often there are those
who parade their humility before
others, that they may hear their
piety extolled. They seek to im-
press others with the greatness of
their humility. But such men are
deceived. In their efforts to prove
themselves possessors of this de-
sirable quality, they show that it
is not theirs. Those who really
possess this grace are ignorant of
the fact.
Judging the Pharisee by his

hypocritical prayer, many of that
company believed him to be a
humble, devoted man. But Christ
shows such zeal and fervor to be
no sign of righteousness. God
does not regard such prayers. The
approval of men is all the reward
those who thus parade their devo-
tion will receive.
When Christ taught the people,

He did not devote the time to
prayer. He did not enforce upon
His hearers, as did the Pharisees,
long, tedious ceremonies and
prayers. He taught His disciples
how to pray: "But thou, when
thou pray est, enter into thy
closet, and when thou hast shut

thy door, pray to thy Father
which is in secret; and thy Father
which seeth in secret shall re-
ward thee openly. But when ye
pray, use not vain repetitions, as
the heathen do: for they think
that they shall be heard for their
much speaking. Be not ye there-
for like unto them: for your Fa-
ther knoweth what things ye
have need of, before ye ask him."
[Matthew 6:6-8]

We would not discourage pray-
er; for there is far too little pray-
ing and watching thereunto; and
there is still less praying with the
spirit and the understanding also.
Fervent and effectual prayer is
always in place, and will never
weary. It is impossible for the
soul to flourish while prayer is
neglected. Family or public pray-
er alone in not sufficient. In
secret prayer the soul should be
laid bare to the inspecting eye of
God; here every motive should be
criticized.
How precious is seCret prayer-

the soul communing with God!
Secret prayer is to be heard only
by the prayer-hearing God. No
curious ear is to receive the bur-
den of petitions. Calmly, yet fer-
vently, the soul is to reach out

I after God; and sweet and abiding

The approval of
men is all the
reward they will

[ receive

will be the influence emanating
from Him who sees in secret l
whose ear is open to the prayer
arising from the heart. He who in
simple faith holds communion
with God will gather to himself
divine rays of light to strengthen
and sustain him in the conflict
with Satan. Ii!!

The Youth's Instructor, November
3, 1898
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For more than a century there
has been a recognition among the
leaders of God's cause that the
final· resolution of the church's
work on earth will come only with
widespread revival and reformation
throughout her ranks. As watchmen
on Zion's walls they have oftell
sounded the call for renewed con-
secration, heartfelt repentance, and
a turning from sin. We believe those
calls-so true in their day-deserve
to be heard again in 1986.
-EDITORS

"As I have of late looked
around to find the humble fol-
lowers of the meek and lowly
Jesus, my mind has been much
exercised. Many who profess to
be looking for the speedy coming
of Christ are becoming con-
formed to this world and seek
more earnestly the applause of
those around them than the ap-
probation of God. They are cold
and formal, like the nominal
churches from which they but a
short time since separated. The
words addressed to the Laodicean
church describe their present
condition perfectly." (See Revela-
tion 3:14-20) Ellen G. White,
Review and Herald, June 10, 1852

"A revival of true godliness
among us is the greatest and most
urgent of all our needs. To seek
this should be our first work."
Ellen G. White, Review and
Herald, March 22,1887

"God calls for a spiritual re-
vival and a spiritual reformation.
... Revival without reformation
leads only to sentimental change
of feeling, which naturally re-
verts to the old leve!." Ellen G.
White, Review and Herald, Feb-
ruary 25, 1902
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"It has never been experienced
by us. What a sad fact. . .. The
fault was with the church. We
have been unheedful of the mes-
sage." A. G. Daniells (former
General Conference President),
Review and Herald, January 10,
1924

"Many weary years we have
waited for the fullness of power,
for the outpouring of the latter
rain. . .. We can only say with
sorrow that there must be some
fatal hindrance holding back or
restraining the fullness of the
Holy Spirit promised by the Lord
to His people and due today."
J. S. Washburn, Review and
Herald, October 18, 1934

4'There is setting in on this
people a tide of WOrldliness to
which we are surrendering. I do
not mean to imply that we are
not resisting these influences at
all; but I believe that the measure
of resistance that we are put-
ting forth is not holding us. We
are gradually being swept back-
ward, and should b.e alarmed
about it; ... our resistance of
worldly influences is seriously di-
minishing.. " I am troubled by
the direction that our educational
and training work is definitely
taking.. I am concerned by the
more and more obvious fact that
in the education and training of
our workers we are inquiring
more of the world and less of
God than formerly. I am grieved
because we are allowing the er-
roneous belief that the highest in
standards is reached by the ways
of the world rather than by the
ways of God." Elder C. H. Watson
(former General Conference Pres-
ident), Review and Herald,
November 2, 1935

'4 'We have mOre to fear from
within than without. The hin-
drances to strength and success
are far greater from the church
itself than from the world.' [E. G.
White] Our greatest danger today
is the attitude taken by so many
of our people of accepting with
apparent satisfaction their
present low spiritual condition
and not being very much con-
cerned about it. ... The time has
come for a thorough reformation
to take place. What we need today
is a people revived with new
spiritual power, a church re-
formed and turned away from
the .. . There has come
into the church a listlessness, a
carelessness that is deplorable."
J. L. McElhany (former General
Conference President), Review
and Herald, December 3, 1936

"Before the coming of the
Lord His church will experience
a great revival and reformation.
.. . Is not this revival due now?"
F. M. Wilcox (former Editor of
Review and Her.ald), Review and
Herald, June 26, 1947

4'We are not so faithful and
zealous for God and the Truth as
we once were, and the 'end of the
world is just up.on us.... We need
that revival now. It is the greatest
of all 'our needs." W. H. Branson
(former General Conference Pres-
ident), Review and Herald, De-
cember 16, 1950

"What we lack is power-yet it
does not come. Should we not
diagnose the true situation in
which we find ourselves, and no
longer remain in a disappointing
expectancy of something that
does not appear? ... Why is the
Spirit being withheld? ... Must



we with shamefacedness confess
that we have been afraid hon-
estly and sincerely to face , find ,
and follow His divine guidance?
Have we feared to face the issue
in our lives?" L. K. Dickson
(former General Vice President
of the General Conference), Re-
view and Herald, July 16, 1953

"Why hasn't the work been
finished? Why hasn't Jesus come,
and why aren't the saints in the
kingdom? Today we are still in
the land of the enemy. It is a
matter of character development,
some say. Others declare the great
commission has not been ful-
filled-the Advent message has
not as yet been proclaimed as a
witness to all nations. Still others
contend that the church has not
fully accepted the message of
righteousness by faith as pre-
sented at the 1888 General Con-
ference session held in Min-
neapolis; hence the loud cry has
not sounded, the work is not fin-
ished, and we are still here. All
of these explanations may be con-
tributing factors, but I want to
give you another thought worth
pursuing, worth your prayerful
consideration when you wonder
about the delay in the Lord's re-
turn.
"Read these words of God's

last-day prophet thoughtfully.
They were written in the year
1901: ·We may have to remain
many more years, as did the chil-
dren of Israel; but for Christ's
sake, His people should not add
sin to sin by charging God with
the consequence of their own
wrong course of action.' Evan-
gelism, 696 (emphasis supplied)
"Insubordination is disregard

for authority-in this instance
disregard for the authority of the
Word of God and the Spirit of
Prophecy-disregard for the coun-
sel God has so clearly and so gra-
ciously given His last-day people.
" 'Because I have called, and

ye refused; I have stretched out
my hand, and no man regarded.
. . . They would none of my
cou·nsel: they despised all my
reproof.' Proverbs 1:24,30" Elder
R. H. Pierson (former General
Conference President), Review
and Herald, December 13, 1973

Editorial, from 2
human race for being good. It is
God's gift to everyone who de-
sires to be holy as Jesus is holy.
The soul that seeks for righteous-
ness with all his heart and soul,
mind and body, and is so sorry
for sinning that he covenants
with God every day to no longer
transgress His law by the power
of the Holy Spirit (see 2 Corin-
thians 7:9, 10; Jeremiah 29:13)
receives daily justification and
sanctification.
Again Sister White speaks:

HWill man take hold of divine
power, and with determination
and perseverance resist Satan, as
Christ has given him example in
His conflict with the foe in the
wilderness of temptation? God
cannot save man against his will
from the power of Satan's arti-
fices. Man must work with his
human power, aided by the di-
vine power of Christ, to resist
and to conquer at any cost to
himself. In short, man must over-
come as Christ overcame. And
then, through the victory that it
is his privilege to gain by the all-
powerful name of Jcsus, he may
become an heir of God and joint-
heir with Jesus Christ. This could
not be the case if Christ alone
did all the overcoming. Man must
do his part; he must be victor on
his own account, through the
strength and grace that Christ
gives him. Man must be a co-
worker with Christ in the labor
of overcoming, and then he will
be partaker with Christ in His
glory." Sons and Daughters of
God, 156
Let us reroember at this crisis

moment that the devil has come
down to the Seventh-day Advent-
ist church with great wrath be-
cause he knows he has but a short
time. See Revelation 12:12; 1
Peter 5:8
He roars through the Advent-

ist churches like a lion, but too
often we do not recognize the en-
ticement of his false gospel that
will cause the majority of our
leaders, pastors and laity to join
the ranks of the enemy. (Sec Tes-
timonies, vol. I, 608, 609; vol. 5,
80, 81, 136, 463, 477; vol. 8, 41;
The G/'eat Contl'orel'sy, 608) His
false gospel comes weekly from
many of our pulpits, and those

who raise their voice against it
are accused by many as divisive
and fanatical.
The prophet of the Lord says:

'"Unsanctified ministers are
raying themselves against God.
They are praising Christ and the
god of this world in the same
breath. While professedly they re-
ceive Christ, they embrace Bar-
abbas and by their actions say,
'Not this Man, but Barabbas.' Let
all who read these lines, take
heed. Satan has made his boast of
what he can do. He thinks to dis-
solve the unity which Christ
prayed might exist in His church.
He says, 'I will go forth and be a
lying spirit to deceive those that I
can, to criticize and condemn,
and falsify.' Let the son of deceit
and false witness be entertained
by a church that has had great
light, great evidence, and that
church will discard the message
the Lord has sent, and receive the
most unreasonable assertions and
false suppositions and false theo-
ries. Satan laughs at their folly,
for he knows what truth is.
UMany will stand in our pul-

pits with the torch of false
prophecy in therr hands, kindled
from the hellish torch of Satan.
If doubts and unbelief are cher-
ished the fai thful ministers will
be removed from the people who
think they know so much. 'If
thou hadst known,' said Christ,
'even thou, at least in this thy
day, the things which belong unto
thy peace! but now they are hid
from thine eyes.' .. Testimonies to
Ministers, 409, 410
May God help us now in this

final moment of our salvation to
strive with all Our hearts to be
like Jesus every moment of the
day. We can, we must, we will
have victory over every inherited
and cultivated weakness to sin.
(See Education, 257) Let us re-
member the devil's greatest fear:
"There is nothing that Satan
fears so much as that the people
of God shall clear the way by re-
moving every hindrance, so tha t
the Lord can pour out His Spirit
upon a languishing church and
an impenitent congregation." Se-
lected Messages, Book 1, 124
RON SPEAR-EDITOR
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Food
Amy Reich

for Thought
U PON BEING born again, we

feel compelled t6 direct all
Our energies toward the Lord's
work. To do something more for
God is always the Christian's
desire. But then we are faced
with questions. Questions which
keep coming back as we walk the
narrow path before us.
, How can we work for God?
What line of service must we en-
ter to be of service to our King?
Are we confined within the pre-
cincts of a medical, e.ducational
or theological profession? And
what of those who have no such
opportunity or desire for these
professions?
Some years ago I carefully

nurtured my kindergarten class
in a missionary theme. At the end
of the quarter each child was to
address the congregation and
state which line of. service he or
she wished to take up. Pride and
satisfaction were evident as each
one gave his answer, which in-
variably fell into one of the three
above-mentioned professions. Did
I say invariably? There was one
small boy who stood his ground.
He was determined to serve God
as a garbage man. No amount of
nudging from sister, or laughter
from the congregation, could
deter his purpose. The years have
passed, but the memory has never
left me.
Can we serve the Lord in such

menial tasks in as great a degree
as the professional? Indeed. "It
requires much more grace and
stern discipline of character to
work for God in the capacity of
mechanic, merchant, lawyer, Or
farmer, carrying the precepts of
Christianity into the ordinary
business of life, than to labor as
an acknowledged TI1issionaTY in
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the open field, where one's posi-
tion is understood and half its
difficulties obviated by that very
fact." Child Guidance, 358
The story is told of one Harlan

Page who, though only a humble
working man, never lost an op-
portunity to witness for his Sav-
iour. "By letters, by conversation,
by tracts, by prayers, by appeals
and warnings, as well as by a
holy and earnest example, did he
try to reclaim the wandering, or
edify the believer. ... His life is
a speaking comment on the
words, 'God hath chosen the fool-
ish things of the world to con-
found the wise; and God hath
chosen the weak things of the
world to confound the things
which are mighty; and base
things of the world, and things
which are despised, hath God
chosen, yea, and things which are
not, to bring to naught things
that are.' " Testimonies to 1I1inis-
ters, 172
We may have envisioned our-

selves before kings and courts,
answering for our faith, for we
are told that time is shortly com-
ing. We may have felt that when
the time does arrive, we will
surely recognize our grand oppor-
tunity, and give a thrilling wit-
ness for our faith and love for
God. But our characters are being
formed each day by OUT habits,
and we cannot produce something
which we do not already possess.
If we have not that burning zeal
for God now, we certainly will
not possess it when trembling be-
fore courts. If we have been wav-
ering in our firmness to God's
principles at this time, we will
never have the fortitude to stand
firm when threatened with pun-
ishment.

Faithfulness to God does not
begin in the courts. It does not
begin when we obtain a call to
labor overseas. It does not begin
at the door of our offices or clin-
ics. The act of faithfulness begins
upon our arising each morning to
the Lord's invitation to meet with
Him, and in making those con-
scious choices each day, each
hour, as to what to eat, and how
much, how to dress, to get proper
air, exercise, and rest. We must
not end at such physical things as
these, but bring our fidelity to
God to the center of inward atti-
tudes, motives and dispositions,
letting Him do such a work on us,
in us, and through us that we are
purged from sin and transformed
into His image. This is the truly
"great work."
"The Lord is testing and prov-

ing us, to see what sort of tim-
bers, or attributes, we are bring-
ing into the character-building. If
we are listless and indifferent,
negligen t and careless, in the
small everyday duties, we shall
never be fitted for any other ser-
vice for God. He that is faithful
in that which is least will be
faithful also in much. He that is
unfaithful in that which is least,
would certainly repeat this un w

faithfulness if placed in higher
positions of trust and given larg-
er responsibilities." The Youth's
[lrstruetor, April 14, 1898
Practical godliness takes God's

Word, not only in theory, but also
in pra'Ctical application-godlike-
ness goes as deep as the very
common events of life. Our edu-
cation may give us an array
information, and perhaps oppor-
tunity to instruct others, but un-
less our instruction be by
"precept and example" it will not



be with that power God intended
it to have. We put the lie to our
profession when we willingly
neglect any of its aspects.
I! need not be open rebellion

against God which condemns us.
I! need only be that simple negli-
gence, that indifference which
imperceptibly settles itself within
the soul. We may feel secure in
the belief that we are walking in
His way, and doing a great work
for God, but unless we are con-
scientiously faithful in "that
which is least," we are classed as
unfaithful stewards. "Untrue to
principle in little things, he fails
of doing God's will in things
greater. He acts on the principles
to which he has accustomed him-
self." Testimonies, vol. 7, 199

In the present opportunities
and privileges we have to make
our profession known, we prove
our fidelity to God by practicing
that profession.
Friends, we may believe that

time is short. We may know that
circumstances are soon to close
around us. We may even feel the
urgency of the times, and feel
ready to go forward to give the
trumpet a certain sound. But un-
less we are striving to practice
that which we know to be right,
unless we rouse from our negli-
gence in the little duties, we will
find ourselves unprepared for the
future events.
Do you wish to do a great

work for God? The whole key is
letting God do a great work in

you by changing your heart, and
making you willing to obey in all
the littles of life, whether in mat-
ters of exercise, rest, speech, diet
or dress.
The 144,000 will have learned

what it means to love God su-
premely and to obey Him per-
fectly. They will have perfected
characters and will stand blame-
less before God without an Inter-
cessor. They will not have evaded
the least duty, neglected the least
counsel, disregarded the minutest
warning, but will ever have
striven to be faithful "in that
which is least." And in so doing,
they will be found to have done a
great work for God.
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Education, from 13
"It is the privilege of every

student to take the life and
teachings of Christ as his daily
study. Christian education means
the acceptance, in sentiment and
principle, of the teachings of the
Saviour. It includes a daily, con-
scientious walking in the foot-
steps of Christ, who consented to
come to the world in the form of
humanity, that He might give to
the human race a power that they
could gain by no other means.
Whatwas that power? The power
to take the teachings of Christ
and follow them to the letter."
Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and
Students, 36
"The life on earth is the be-

ginning of the life in heaven;
education on earth is an initia-
tion into the principles of
heaven; the lifeWOrk here is a
training for the lifework there.
What we now are, in character
and holy service, is the sure fore-
shadowing of what we shall be."
Education, 307
"The true higher education is

what makes students acquainted

with God and His Word, and fits
them for eternal life." Fundamen-
tals of Christian Education, 431
It will be seen that the devel-

opment of character is the most
essential object of education, for
by this is determined the under-
standing of every great choice in
life-from a life calling to a life
partner. Indeed, upon it hinges
the eternal destiny of every hu-
man souL Thus God's education
lifts man from the lowlands of
his own imprisoning egocentricity
to the freedom to develop and use
his talents for the service of God
and his fellowman. A life of use-
fulness is inevitably a fulfilled
life. "If students are led to un-
derstand that the object of their
creation is to honor God and to
bless their fellow men; if they
recognize the tender love which
the Father in heaven has mani-
f ested toward them, and the high
destiny for which the discipline
of this life is to prepare them-
the dignity and honor of becom-
ing the sons of God-thousands
will turn from the low and self-

ish aims and the frivolous pleas-
ures which have hitherto en-
grossed them." (Counsels to Par-
ents, Teachers, Qnd Students, 21)
"To bring man back into har-
mony with God, so to elevate and
ennoble his moral nature that he
may again reflect the image of
the Creator, is the great purpose
of all the education and disci-
pline of life." (Ibid., 49) There-
fore, Christian education requires
a revival of the initial education
given to man. "'Under changed
conditions, true education is still
conformed to the Creator's plan,
the plan of the Eden school."
(Education, 30) "The great prin-
ciples of education are un-
changed. 'They stand fast for-
ever and ever;' for they are the
principles of the character of
God-" (Ibid., 30) Such an educa-
tion is perfectly calculated to
prepare a people to proclaim the
everlasting gospel to every carner
of the earth and to educate a
people who will inhabit God's
eternal kingdom. II

Milepost Tracts and Books
HEALTH TRACTS ON NATURAL REMEDIES
"Pure air, sunlight, abstemiousness, rest, exercise, proper diet, the use of water, trust in divine
power-these are the true remedies." Ministry of Healing, 127
8 y, by 11 inch trifold tracts on attractive, textured paper presenting these important subjects are
now available. Sample sets for $1.50/set of eight postpaid. Write for larger quantities.

CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIBRARY
Shrink-wrapped sets of paperback books at
an affordable price.
The Desire of Ages, Hidden Treasures,
Health and Happiness, Shelter in the Storm,
Prophet of the End, and other titles.
Ready for selling door to door or for your
own personal outreach programs.

6-pack sets, $6.50 postpaid
2-pack sets, $3.50 postpaid

Milepost Tracts and Books
P.O. Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328
(206) 832-6602

30 Our Firm FOll/ldalioll December 1986



Index to Volume One
(Including Introductory Issue)

An Afternoon at Elmshaven, V. Christensen, Jan. 1986, p. 16
Agriculture: ABCs of Education, C.D. & R.R. Standish, Feb. 1986, p. 11
Angelic Light or Demonic Darkness? D. Fiedler, Aug. 1986, p. 19
The Big Lie, D. Fiedler, Dec. 1985, p. 26
A Blurred Understanding, F.D. Nichol, Nov. 1986, p. J2
Christmas Is Coming, E.G. White, Dec. 1986, p. 4
Christ Rejected Again? E.G. While, Introductory, p. 16
Christ's Body, Your Body, M. Remer, Introductory, p. 14
The Church in All Ages, B.G. Wilkinson, July 1986, p. 4
The Church in the Wilderness, E.G. While, Feb. 1986, p. 8
The Church on Trial, E.G. White, Jan. 1986, p. 3
The Church the Light of the World, E.G. While, Introductory, p. 19
The Cleansing of the Sanctuary, A.T. JOlles, Oct. 1986, p. 22
The Cleansing of the Sanctuary, R.D. Spear, Nov. 1985, p. 17
Competition in .the Church (Part One), V.w. Shafer, Jan. 1986, p. 13
Competition in the Church (Part Two), V.W. Shafer, Feb. 1986, p. 20
The Consecrated Way, A.T. Jones, Mar. 1986, p. 13
Constant Attainment Essential, E.G. White, Nov. J986, p. 24
The Danger of Talking Doubt, E.G. White, Sept. 1986, p. 26
A Deeper Study Needed, E.G. While, Mar. 1986, p. 8
Diagnosing Doctrinal Doubts, J. Crews, Apr. 1986., p. 22
A Different Perspective, C. Lawson, Introductory, p. 24
Disease an,d Its Causes, E.G. White, May 1986, p. 26
The Doctrine of the Nicolaitans, R.D. Spear, Jan. 1986, p. 23
Duty to Know Ourselves, E.G. White, May 1986, p. 4
Education and Redemption, e.D. & R.R. Standish, Dec. J986, p. 12
Ellen G. White and Medical Science, V. Jenllings, May J986, p. 18
Ellen White and the Medical Mission, D. Fiedler, May 1986, p. 14
Exodus H, R.D. Spear, Dec. 1985, p. 12
The Eye of the Needle, E.G. White, Feb. 1986, p. 4
Faith and Good Works, E.G. White, Apr. 1986, p. 16
Faithfulness in Reproving Sin, E.G. White, Jan. 1986, p. 26
The Figures of the True, O.R.L. Crosier, Oct 1986, p. 18
Firm Unto the End, E.G. While, Apr. 1986, p. 25
The Flesh Versus the Spirit, E.G. While, Apr. 1986, p. 12
Flight 25, V. Christensen, Apr. 1986, p. 28
Food for Body, Mind, and Soul, E.G. White, May 1986, p. 20
Footsteps in the Rain, C. Lawsoll, Nov. 1985, p. 24
The Gift of Prophecy, R.D. Spear, Introductory, p. 25
God, Death, and Limitations, V. Christensen, Jan. 1986, p. 5
God's Ou,tstretched Hand, E.G. White, Feb. 1986, p. 6
The Good Samaritan, E.G. While, Dec. 1985, p. 21
The Great Controversy, E.G. White, Apr. 1986, p. 6
Great Light, Great Responsibilities, E,G. White, Fcb. 1986, p. 16
Happiness Homemade, E.G. While, Dec. 1985, 'p. 14
Harmony with Apostasy? E.G. White, July 1986, p. 6
Hare You Seen Mr. Wong? V. Christellsen, Dec. 1985, p. 24
Health and the Dinner Table, W. Peters and G. Wilson, May 1986, p. 22
Heart Worship, Hero'Worship, D. Fiedler, Nov. 1986, p. 29
Higher Education, E.G. White, Nov. J985, p. 4
Home, Education, Mental Heallh, C.D. 0: R.R. Standish, June 1986, p. 22
How to Secure Peace, E.G. White, Sept. 1986, p. 23
How to Study the Bible, E.G. While, Nov. 1985, p. 12
Iceberg. ',' ? What Iceberg? V. Christensell, Dec. J985, p. 3
The Imagination, R. Larson, Sept. 1986, p. 10
The Impending Conflict, E.G. White, Dec. J985,. p. 34
Importance of Trust in God, E.G. White, June J986, p. 18
In His Service, J. Leatherman, July 1986, p. 26
In Support of Christ's Church, V. Christensen, Feb. 1986, p. 14
Intelligent, Constructive Nonconformity, P. Hogan, April, J986, p. 18
AD Interview with Ellen G. White, (Laodicea) Introductory, p. 9
An Interview with Ellen G. White, (Vegetaria/lism) Sept. 1986, p. 18
Is Obedience Possible? C.D. & R.R. Standish, April 1986, p. 8
Is It Well with Your Soul? E.G. White, Apr. 1986, p. 20
The Last Chapter, C. Lawson, Dec. 1985, p. 18
Lay Members Go Forth, E.G. White, Jan. 1986, p. 30
Legalism: Myth and Reality, K. Paulson, Dec. 1986, p. 8
Lessons from the Sanctuary, E.G. White, Oct. 1986, p. 16
Let Me Introduce You to Yourself, B. Spear, May 1986, p. 8
Lord of the Sabbath, R.D. Spear, Sept. 1986, p. 4
Love Beyond Compare, E.G. White, Dec. 1985, p. 5
Love One Another, E.G. White, Nov. 1985, p. 20
Lying Spirits, RD. Spear, Aug. 1986, p. 4

Manifest in the Flesh, E.J. Waggoner, July 1986, p. 19
Matters of the Mind, L. Eggers, Aug 1986, p. 8
The Measurement of Forces, R. Larson, June 1986, p. 4
The Meetings At South Lancaster, E.G. White, Mar. 1986, p. 25
The Message to Completion, V. Christens'en, Mar. 1986, p. 19
Message to Laodicea, R.D. Spear, June 1986, p. 16
Messenger of Wholeness, V.W. Shafer, May 1986, p. 5
Mind Cure, E.G. White, Aug. 1986, p. 22
Minneapolis-The History, D. Fiedler, Mar. 1986, p. 5
Minneapolis-The Mystery, R.D. Spear, Mar. 1986, p. 18
Mystical Medicine, W. Peters, Aug. 1986, p. 28
The National Reform Movement, A. Reich, Nov. 1986, p. 16
The Nature of Christ, C.D. & R.R. Standish, Mar. 1986, p. 22
Needed: A Faith That Works, P. Hogan, Nov. 1986, p. 15
The Net, E.G. White, Dec. 1985, p. 2
The New Spiritualism, V. Cherry, Aug. 1986, p. 14
The Night I Went to Prison, V. Christensen, Mar. 1986, p. 31
Our Greatest Need, E.G. While, June 1986, p. 20
Our SinwPardoning Saviour, E.G. White, Oct. 1986, p. 28
Our Words, E.G. While, April 1986, p. 26
Out of the Cities, V. Christensen, Nov. 1985, p. 25
Peace or Pieces? D. Fiedler, Jan. 1986, p. 8
Persecution by the Saints, P. Hogan, June 1986, p. 28
The Physician_An Educator, E.G. White, May 1986, p. 24
The Prayer of Victory, E.J. Waggoner, Mar. 1986, p. 16
Preach the Word, E.G. White, June 1986, p .. 13
Prenatal Education, C.D. & RR. StandiSh, Jan. 1986, p. 28
Preparation for Marriage, C.D. & R.R. Standish, Sept. 1986, p. 15
The Preparation of God's People, C.D. & R.R. Standish, Oct. 1986, p. 4
A Preparatory Message, R.D. Spear, Mar. 1986, p. 4
The Real Battle, D. Fiedler,June 1986, p. 10
The Role of Medical Ministry, R.D. Spear, May J986, p. J2
The Sabbath, E.G. White, Dec. 1985, p. 16
A Sabbath Reform Needed, E.G. White, Nov. 1985, p. 10
Science Falsely So-Called, E.G. White, Aug. 1986, p. 17
The Sealed of God, C.D. & R.R. Slandish, July 1986, p. 28
The Seal of God in the Forehead, J. Maniscalco, Nov. 1986, p. 20
The Secret of SelfwControl, R. Larson, Apr. 1986, p. 5
The Secret of Unity, E.G. White, Mar. 1986, p. 27
Separation and Unity, L. Rosenvold, July 1986, p. 8
Shall We Consult Spiritualist Physicians? E.G. White, Aug. 1986, D. 11
Sifting, Shaking, and Straight Testimony, F. Chaij, June 1986, P. 8
A Sign of the Remnant, J.N. Loughborough, July 1986, p. J2
Simple and Sure, D. Ramsey, May 1986, p. 27
The Sin of Licentiousness(Part One), E.G. While, Dec. 1986, p. 19
Snares of Satan, E.G. White, Aug. 1986, p. 25
The Spirit and Power of Elijah, D. Lin, Nov. 1985, p. 16
Teach Us to Pray, R.D. Spear, April 1986, p. J4
A Test and a Sign, R. Larson, Nov. 1985, p. 8
The Test of F,aith, E.G. White, Nov. 1986, p. 4
Three Angel's Messages, R.D. Spear, Introductory, p. II
Thy People Shall Be Delivered, E.G. White, July 1986, p. J6
Times and Seasons, E.G. White, Sept. 1986, p. 12
To Kill a Lamb (Part One), V. Christensen, Introductory, p. 8
To Kill a Lamb (Part Two), V. Christensen, Nov. 1985, p. 9
To Kill a Lamb (Part Three), V. Christensen, Dec. 1985, p. 31
To Preach or to Teach, R. Lindfors, Nov. 1985, p. 14
To the Law and to the Testimony, R.D. Spear, July 1986, p. 22
The Transforming Power of God, E.G. White, Feb. 1986, p. 27
Trust in Divine Power, M. Crane, Nov. 1985, p. 6
Twenty-four Hundred Days? B. Bresnahan, Oct. 1986, p. 12
Two Gospels Beneath the Surface, D.,Priebe, Jan. 1986, p. 18
Under Divine Rebuke, T.G. Bu.nch, Mar. 1986, p. 29
Unto You a Saviour, E.G. White, Dec. 1985, p. 10
The Use of Remedies, E.G. White, Dec. 1985, p. 29
The Victory Over Appetite, E.G. White, Jan. J986, p. 10
Wake Up! E.G. White, Jan. 1986, p. 24
We Have Met the Enemy, E.G. White, Introductory, p. 4
What a Difference a Day Makes! R.D. Spear, Dec. J985, p. 7
What Greater Deception... ? R.D. Spear, Nov. 1986, p. 8
What Next? E.G. White, Introductory, p. 5
What's Wrong with PerfecHon?, D. Priebe, Dec. 1986, p. 14
When Jesus Almost Came, L. Walton, Oct. 1986, p. 8
When the Books Were Opened, D. Fiedler, Oct. 1986, p. 24
When Thou Doest Thine Alms, E.G. While, Dec. 1986, p. 24
Where Are the Standard-Bearers? R.D. Spear, Dec. 1986, p. 16
Who Are the Fanatics? E.G. White, Introductory, p. 22
Why Did the Jews Reject the Messiah? F.e. Gilbert, Feb. 1986, p. 24
Winds of the Holy Spirit, E.G. While, Introductory, p. 28
The Word of the Lord, E.G. While, Sept. 1986, p. 7
Words From a Heavenly Instructor,' E.G. White, Feb. 1986, p. 22
Words of Assurance, E.G. White, June 1986, p. 6

December 1986 0/11' Firm Foundation 31



Suggested donation
(POstpaid):

1-5, 75rteach
6-25, 50¢ each

Over 25, 30rt each
(US. funds, please)

That's fine.
But what about
your neighbors?

Non;·'Pr;ofit
,
.,.,'", "Paid

E,atonville, WA
• NO.8

...; ,

The truths of
Adventism,

for those who've
neVer heard.

Truth For TOday
brings inspiration,

doctrine, and hope.

Order/rom

Truth For 'today, Bo:¥ W/O,EatoUv:ille, WA 98328

You're Solidly groUIlded.
YoU know the truth.
You're growing in Christ.

Winter/Spring 1987

Rope International
P.O. Box '9{10
EatonVille;wA. 98328
(Address correctiou requested)


